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ADJOURNMENT 
Ordinary 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.09 pm]:  I move -  

That the House do now adjourn.  

Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother - Adjournment Debate 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [10.10 pm]:  I will very briefly tell a true story about the humanitarian 
side of the good lady, Her Majesty, the Queen Mother.  Very early during the Second World War my father was 
shot down.  He was the first allied serviceman to successfully escape from German hands and get back to 
Britain.  As a result of that, there was more interest in him than there might have been if he were the second or 
third escapee - like many other things.   

Among other people, the late King wanted to meet my father, so he was summoned to Buckingham Palace for a 
chat.  While he was there, the air raid sirens sounded, which coincided with the first time the palace was 
bombed.  The palace had an underground security bunker but, being a military man, my father thought that he 
had better not make the first move and so he decided he would wait for the King.  However, not a feather was 
ruffled on the King and he continued chatting with my father.  A couple of minutes later the door burst open and 
in tore the Queen Mother.  Before she had seen my father, she said, “Come on Bertie, didn’t you hear the 
sirens?”  When she saw my father, she stopped and looked a little embarrassed.  The late King introduced my 
father and the Queen Mother said to him, “You are the man who just escaped from the Germans.”  The three of 
them sat down and continued to chat.   

The Queen Mother asked whether the King and my father would like a cup of tea and they both concurred.  
While the palace staff was safely secure in the underground chamber, the Queen Mother went down to the 
kitchens, made a cup of tea and carried it up to my father and the late King.  The air raid lasted about a quarter of 
an hour before the sirens stopped and everything returned to normal.  That is a little story that might interest 
some members of the House about the touch of humanity and commonsense that that wonderful lady had.  

Joondalup Blue Light Drags - Adjournment Debate 

HON RAY HALLIGAN (North Metropolitan) [10.13 pm]:  I bring to the attention of the House, and 
particularly the Government, an organisation in Joondalup called the Joondalup Blue Light Drags.  That 
organisation is run by a committee, which includes a couple of police officers from the north west metropolitan 
police district.  The organisation has been in operation for a couple of years and was set up to actively target 
illegal street racing in the northern suburbs of the Perth metropolitan area.  The non-profit organisation operates 
under the Blue Light Association of WA (Inc).  As I said, it is controlled by a committee made up of dedicated 
volunteers and is chaired by a serving police officer.  It runs events at Wanneroo Raceway every second 
Thursday night between September and May.  Participants race each other over an eighth of a mile and a burnout 
competition is also held each race night.  It is said that the concept has been embraced by the community and is 
showing marked success in police-community relations and is tackling illegal drag racing.  An article in the 
Wanneroo Times community newspaper on 12 to 18 March this year says -  

Organisers still have bills to pay from the past three meetings and will be forced to close the operations 
if they don’t get sponsorship or donations.   

Police and volunteers started running the events more than two years ago.  Their vision: To provide a 
safe environment for people to race their cars instead of racing illegally in the back streets of Landsdale 
and Wangara.   

“Apart from the entertainment value, we are trying to promote road safety and give enthusiasts and 
young people a safe venue to race,” . . .   

“At the same time, we are helping to educate people on responsible driving and the need to follow 
simple safety rules.”   

 . . .  

“It gives people involved in illegal street racing a chance to race in a safe environment and it is a great 
spectacle for the attending public,” . . .   

“Our committee are only too happy to be involved and to be given the opportunity to run the meeting 
and help educate our young people on road safety.”   
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 . . .  

“We want people to come along and enjoy a good night out,”  . . .   

Given the tragic event in North Perth last week, when two people were killed and one seriously injured 
in an alleged street race, it is important to continue the impetus gained more than two years ago and 
carried on by police and other volunteers.   

The contact young people have with police at the Blue Light Drags is also worthwhile.   

The race meetings are promoted as alcohol and drug-free and, include burnout competitions.   

I have watched the event.  The Blue Light organisation does a very good job.  The police officers work on a 
voluntary basis; they are not paid overtime or anything of that nature.  To date, the organisation has been able to 
secure some sponsorship and some donations.  The meetings cost in the order of $3 500 every fortnight in 
outgoings.  The organisation is able to get a lot of that money back by charging admittance fees.  Of the $3 500, 
the main costs include fees for the track, the generators that provide the lighting and an announcer.  The 
organisation is able to get a majority of that money back.  However, unfortunately the organisation currently 
owes about $3 000 from the last three meetings.  The attendances have been up and down due to any number of 
circumstances, not the least of which I am told by the police, are their colleagues sitting outside waiting for the 
youngsters to drive in and out.   

Although it is a difficult time because the budget is probably already in place, I ask the Government to consider 
providing some funding and support to this group that does a marvellous job and assists the general community 
in this way.  The Blue Light Drags help to keep a lot of young people away from the car parks and streets where 
they could do an enormous amount of damage and kill not only themselves but also other people.  It is a small 
price to pay.  As I have said, although the organisation is prepared to try to obtain sponsorship and fund the event 
as best as it possibly can, it needs a safety net.  Over the past three race nights, the organisation has become 
about $3 000 in debt.  Although it has raised $7 500 of the $10 500 it costs to stage the events, it is now $3 000 
in debt, which it cannot afford.   

Things went a lot better earlier in the piece.  However, as I said, for a variety of reasons things have dropped off 
a little.  They are persevering.  They intend to develop a burnout drag car.  One may ask where will they get the 
money from, because it will be expensive.  Apparently the Ford Motor Co of Aust Ltd will come to the party and 
provide them with a vehicle.  They have obtained sponsorship from other people in the motor industry to fix up 
the motor, provide the tyres and things of that nature.  This car will be a drawcard for the youngsters to watch 
and race against.  They also have Tango 1, one of their pursuit cars, up there, and while they use it to show the 
youngsters how fast a good car can go, I am told they also often allow some of the youngsters to beat them just 
to keep them coming back.  They do an absolutely marvellous job, and I suggest they save us an enormous 
amount of money in the damage that might otherwise occur in our car parks and streets.  If the Government 
could assist them in some way, I would appreciate it.   

Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 10.21 pm 

__________ 
 


