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PEEL HEALTH CAMPUS 

753. Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN to the Minister for Health:   
Given the recent media attention surrounding Peel Health Campus and the purported cancellation of elective 
surgery, will the minister inform the house of the true state of affairs at Peel Health Campus? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  I am delighted to advise the house that today I received a letter from Jon 
Fogarty, the Executive Chairman of Health Solutions (WA) Pty Ltd, the company that runs Peel Health Campus.  
It is a very instructive letter.  I am delighted to accept Mr Fogarty’s offer to meet him to go through all the issues 
that are relevant to the care of patients in the Peel region.  
Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I would not get too excited if I were the member for Dawesville.  Among other things, Mr 
Fogarty’s letter reads -  

The letter sent to all doctors regarding the extended closure was unfortunately sent without the Board’s 
knowledge or prior approval.  You will appreciate that the CEO has significant authority in the 
management process and she believed my instructions were meant to be acted on immediately.  It was 
only when she notified me last Wednesday evening that a senior obstetrician had resigned over the 
notification of the extended closure that I actually knew a letter had gone.   

I wish to point out these proposed lists submitted by doctors had not been confirmed or given dates by 
management.  As such no lists have been cancelled. 

In case the member for Dawesville does not understand, a letter from the management at Peel Health Campus 
states that no person had his or her surgery cancelled at Peel Health Campus.  That is quite at odds with the point 
raised by the member for Dawesville.  Mr Fogarty’s letter continues -  

As a result of the letter going out I travelled to the Peel Health Campus on Thursday morning to deal 
with the fall out that was now coming from other specialists.  As I entered the CEO’s office I was made 
aware she had been contacted by and was talking to the member for Dawesville Dr Kim Hames MLA.   

Dr Hames had been called by one of the affected doctors.  I asked to be put him on speaker phone and 
my understanding was he was asking for information to assist in the matter by directly taking up the 
issue with yourself or Dr Neale Fong.  This was the only reason I was willing to discuss this issue with 
him.   

To my surprise he said that it was intention to raise this in Parliament that afternoon.  I immediately 
said “I would prefer you not do that as we are in the process of drafting a letter to Linda Smith,”.  After 
a brief discussion of his absolute intension to do this, I then asked him to delay raising the issue 
enabling us to have further discussions with the Department.  He again said no as Parliament was only 
sitting till Wednesday and the last few days were too busy.  It was 1.20pm on Thursday.   

Several members interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  It gets better.  I will conclude the quote as it relates to the behaviour of member for 
Dawesville -  

This matter was unfortunately taken out of our hands for political reasons.   
The member for Dawesville should be ashamed of himself.   
Dr K.D. Hames:  You won’t meet them.   

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Rubbish, and the member for Dawesville knows it!  When we met, the member for 
Dawesville was also present.  He was there with the surgeons who are involved in this very process.  I sat at the 
table with them only three or four weeks ago.  The member for Dawesville was there; he should not try to 
mislead people on that fact.  The final sentence of Mr Fogarty’s letter reads -  

I have spoken to our CEO in regard to the fax to doctors and we sincerely regret the way it was handled.   
I am very happy to sit down with Mr Fogarty in the interests of the patients in the Peel region to try to resolve 
those matters for them.   

Dr K.D. Hames interjected.   
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The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Dawesville! 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I think the member for Dawesville is squealing a bit too much.  He has been caught out on 
this one.  Nobody appreciates the game he has been playing because it was dishonest and misleading.  He has 
now been sprung.   

Health Solutions is a very profitable company.  Its profit for the year ending 30 June 2004 was $6.5 million, a 
56 per cent increase on its 2003 profit of $4.1 million.  In terms of profitability, that profit growth is something 
that any company would be very proud of.   

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I will table, for the benefit of all members, the Health Solutions (WA) Pty Ltd financial 
report for the year ended 30 June 2004. 

[See paper 1094.]   

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  That report reveals retained profits by Health Solutions (WA) from the Peel Health 
Campus of $19.3 million.  That is the profit that Health Solutions (WA) has made out of, essentially, the public 
health system in Western Australia and that is retained in its accounts today - $19.3 million.  It is cancelling 
elective surgery in order to boost its own profitability.   

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  The member for Dawesville seems to be complaining increasingly as his role in this 
matter has been exposed.  We need to note that what the Peel Health Campus is seeking is not more money to 
conduct more elective surgery, but an increase in its base contract fee so that it can increase its profitability.  
That was the point at which I became angry, because for two months it has cancelled elective surgery.  That was 
not called for.  It is a profitable company.  What underpins this matter is that this company had form in 
supporting the member for Dawesville at the last election, in what I believe was an improper way -   

Dr K.D. Hames:  So that is what this is all about!  

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  No, it is not.  My only interest in this matter is - 

Several members interjected.  

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I want to make a very simple point.  At the last state election, the member for Dawesville 
promised to give Health Solutions (WA) $21.6 million if he was elected and the Liberals came to power.  It is no 
wonder he is out there advocating its cause if he was going to line its pockets to that extent.  The reason it 
wanted to support the member for Dawesville was that it would make it more profitable.  It had nothing to do 
with the patients.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  Have members all finished?  The member for Dawesville. 
 


