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“DUTY TO RESCUE” LAW 

Statement by Member for Balcatta 
MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta) [12.54 pm]: I rise to support the call of a constituent, Melissa Kelly, for the 
introduction of a “Duty to Rescue” or “Good Samaritan” law in Western Australia. Mrs Kelly has been 
motivated by the death of Mr Grant Jesser in Kalgoorlie and other cases, including her own direct knowledge of 
when someone was left to die and not rendered assistance. 

Grant Jesser was attacked and left in a laneway in Kalgoorlie. While lying injured and bleeding, he was robbed 
by people passing by, who did not report his situation to police or ambulance. If Grant had received assistance, 
he would not have died. His assailant received a prison sentence of four and a half years. The thieves received a 
suspended sentence for theft and walked free from court. If Western Australia had a “Duty to Rescue” law, they 
could have been held responsible for not reporting the situation or providing direct assistance. A single phone 
call would have saved the life of Grant Jesser, but these people did not feel they were under any obligation to 
assist him. Some 20 European countries, 10 states of the United States and the province of Quebec in Canada 
have enacted “Duty to Rescue” or “Good Samaritan” laws. These examples could form the basis for WA to 
legislate requiring citizens to accept a responsibility to provide at least a minimum of assistance to someone in 
trouble.  

Mrs Kelly has written to the Attorney General requesting him to direct the Law Reform Commission of Western 
Australia to prepare advice on a “Duty to Rescue” or “Good Samaritan” law for Western Australia. I commend 
Melissa Kelly for so vigorously pursuing this reform to our laws and urge the Attorney General to give such a 
reference to the Law Reform Commission. 
 


