
 

 

Legislative Assembly 

Tuesday, 15 September 2009 

                 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams) took the chair at 2.00 pm, and read prayers. 

GORGON PROJECT 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe � Premier) [2.03 pm]: Yesterday was a historic day for Western Australia 
and Australia, with the announcement by Chevron, Shell and ExxonMobil of their decision to invest in the 
massive Gorgon gas project and the signing in Perth of the final agreements to enable the project to proceed. 

Following confirmation of the final investment decisions by the joint venturers yesterday, I, as Minister for State 
Development, approved the CO2 injection project and the proposals to enable the construction of three liquefied 
natural gas processing trains and associated infrastructure, and the Minister for Lands, Hon Brendon Grylls, 
authorised the grant of key leases to enable the establishment of the Gorgon project on Barrow Island. The 
Minister for Mines and Petroleum, Hon Norman Moore, and the Federal Minister for Resources and Energy, 
Hon Martin Ferguson, granted production licences for the Gorgon and Jansz-Io gas fields. In addition to setting 
stringent environmental conditions over the expanded project, the Minister for Environment, Hon Donna 
Faragher, and the Department of Environment and Conservation have approved 16 management plans, with a 
further 10 plans to be finalised in the near future.  

The Gorgon project is by any measure a massive project. It is estimated to cost a staggering $43 billion. With 
total gas resources of 40 trillion cubic feet, this will be the largest resources project in Australia�s history and 
make a significant contribution to Western Australia�s and Australia�s prosperity over at least the next 30 years. 
The state government has worked very closely and intensely with Chevron and its partners to progress Gorgon to 
this significant milestone. This began shortly after the Liberal-National government won the election with the 
joint venture partners� decision to proceed with the front-end engineering and design, or FEED, for the three-
train LNG project plus domestic gas project. Preliminary works on the LNG facility and the domestic gas plant 
will begin this year, with full construction commencing in February next year. The first LNG is due in 2014. Gas 
for the state�s domestic market is planned by the end of 2015, which will contribute significantly to our energy 
security. The Gorgon project will provide thousands of jobs for Western Australians. It is expected to create 
approximately 10 000 jobs during the peak construction phase, with more than 3 500 direct and indirect jobs that 
will be sustained throughout the life of the project.  

The state government has worked hard to ensure that the development, on an A-class nature reserve, proceeds in 
an environmentally sustainable manner. It is critically important to preserve the biodiversity values of Barrow 
Island, which are unique and significant on an international scale. To achieve this, the state and commonwealth 
governments have imposed the most stringent environmental conditions on the project. 

There has been substantial cooperation between the state government and the commonwealth government, which 
has enabled the Gorgon joint venturers to move to their final investment decision. This has included 
environmental approvals, provision of production licences and the commitment from both governments to share 
the long-term liability for the CO2 injection following closure of the project. The injection project will be the 
largest commercial-scale carbon capture and storage project in the world for many years to come. It will be a 
significant demonstration of the application of this technology to the management of greenhouse gas emissions. 
The Gorgon project will provide important opportunities for Western Australian businesses.  

The state government will ensure that local industry is given every reasonable opportunity to bid for the 
significant work that will flow from this development. The Gorgon gas project agreement requires the joint 
venturers to use labour and services available in Western Australia, or, if not available in Western Australia, 
labour and services otherwise available within Australia, except in those cases where the joint venturers can 
demonstrate that it is not reasonable and economically practicable so to do. In addition, the joint venturers are 
required to use all reasonable endeavours to ensure that as many as possible of the workforce are recruited from 
the Pilbara. The Gorgon project has already committed more than 50 per cent of its current expenditure to 
Western Australian content. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This is important. Over the past five years, the Gorgon participants have established a 
partnership with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry to develop an industry participation plan and, through 
the Industry Capability Network Western Australia, a dedicated CCI employee has been working directly with 
the Gorgon partners to enhance local opportunities. 
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Point of Order 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: With such an important issue requiring more time, I would have thought the Premier 
might have given a ministerial statement, rather than a brief ministerial statement. He is certainly downplaying 
the significance of the project, which leaves him in the difficult position of having gone well over the time 
allowed for a brief ministerial statement.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Further to that point of order, it is the convention in this house that when there is an 
important announcement to make by way of brief ministerial statement, it is always allowed to go slightly over 
time, and that is all that has happened.  

The SPEAKER: I am sure the Premier is going to bring this ministerial statement to a rapid conclusion. There 
are no points of order. 

Statement Resumed 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I thank the house.  

Over the past five years, the Gorgon participants have established a partnership with the Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry to develop an industry participation plan and, through the Industry Capability Network Western 
Australia, a dedicated CCI employee has been working directly with the Gorgon partners to enhance local 
opportunities. 

Western Australia is well placed as a major supplier of LNG to the world market at a time when governments 
worldwide are committed to switching to a cleaner energy supply. Yesterday�s historic agreement to proceed 
with the Gorgon project demonstrates that Western Australia is a secure place to invest and to build long-term 
relationships with a stable and supportive government and community. 

I acknowledge the role played by successive governments at both a state and federal level in this project.  

Mr A.J. Carpenter: What a joke! He opposed the project every step of the way when in opposition. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I formally call you for the first time. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter: Yes; good. He opposed the project every step of the way. It is the biggest act of hypocrisy 
you have ever seen. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I formally call you for the second time. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE � SECOND REPORT � �REPORT OF THE INQUIRY INTO 
THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE NEW STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

THE PREMIER AND CABINET AND THE PUBLIC SECTOR COMMISSION� 
Government Response � Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe � Premier) [2.08 pm]: On 11 June 2009 the Public Accounts Committee 
tabled the �Report of the Inquiry into the Implications of the New Structure and Functions of the Department of 
the Premier and Cabinet and the Public Sector Commission�. I will now outline briefly the government�s 
response to the recommendations in the report.  

A number of the recommendations have already been addressed by the government in its announcement on 
13 July regarding a range of reforms it intends to make to the public sector. The actions the government will take 
include merging the roles of the Public Sector Commissioner and the Commissioner for Public Sector Standards 
and creating a new statutory position of Public Sector Commissioner; transferring, in general, the elements of 
independence currently associated with the Commissioner for Public Sector Standards�such as appointment to 
and removal from office and reporting directly to Parliament�to the Public Sector Commissioner; considering 
the major issues identified in previous reviews of the Public Sector Management Act as part of the reform 
program, such as streamlining the disciplinary provisions of the Act and removing a range of anomalies and 
inconsistencies; and examining the process for the recruitment and appointment of chief executive officers. Once 
the detail of how these reforms will be achieved has been determined, the necessary legislative amendments will 
be put before Parliament. I table the government�s response to the Public Accounts Committee�s report. 

[See paper 1275.] 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
SYNERGY � DOMESTIC BILL INFORMATION 

695. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Premier: 
I refer to the new round of Synergy bills�the first to represent the government�s recent 26 per cent price hike. 
The disclaimer on the bill states that some changes have been made to the graph on the bill so that the consumer 
will be able to compare electricity consumption from one period to the next.  
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(1) Is the change in the billing graph from price comparison to unit comparison the government�s way of 
preventing consumers from making a clear comparison between this bill and their last?  

(2) If not, why has the government changed the bill comparison, making it even harder for Western 
Australian families to see the full extent of the price hike? 

(3) Will the Premier speak with the Minister for Energy to have him restore the comparison to a monetary 
value so that consumers can make a proper comparison from one electricity bill to the next? 

If the Premier needs to take some advice, I am happy to have the attendant show him the bill so that he can see 
what I am referring to.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  
(1)-(3) This government fully supports information being available to consumers in every respect. If the Leader 

of the Opposition believes that this method of billing is somehow not providing the full information, I 
will certainly look into it.  

It is a bit rich, is it not, for the Labor Party to come into this place to try to make an issue of a 
significant price rise in electricity? Do not forget that it was the former Labor government, and the now 
Leader of the Opposition when he was energy minister, who went out there and promised Western 
Australians that splitting Western Power would lower their electricity prices. That was the promise. 
What was the outcome? A loss of $1 billion! In the final dying, desperate days of the former 
government a report was published that showed that electricity prices had to go up by at least 
50 per cent. If a government had set out to lower electricity prices and its own report stated that they 
had to rise by 50 per cent, it would be so embarrassing that it could never come into this place and raise 
the issue again!  

The sad news for electricity consumers is that there will be further increases. It will take one hell of a 
jolt and cost of living increase to Western Australian families for us to deal with the absolute 
incompetence of the former Labor government in energy�absolute incompetence! Not only did prices 
need to rise by 50 per cent, but the government could not even maintain power supplies! It had imported 
power generators operating in suburban parks in Dalkeith and other suburbs around the state. It actually 
ran out of electricity! What sort of a contribution was that? Instead of using natural gas and coal, it 
imported hundreds of millions of dollars of diesel at record world oil prices. It was the most 
incompetent performance on energy of any government in this state�s history, and the loss made by the 
Leader of the Opposition as energy minister paralleled the losses during the corrupt days of Brian 
Burke. 

SYNERGY � DOMESTIC BILL INFORMATION 

696. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. I stand by Labor�s reform policy, as apparently now does the government.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: We stand by Gorgon, too! 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: And we stand by Gorgon, as does the Premier, who has changed his mind!  

If what Synergy is doing is not simply a cynical attempt to hoodwink customers, will the Premier undertake to 
ensure that future bills will reflect changes in both unit consumption and the cost to consumers?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  
I have not had a look at the detail of the bill, but if the member seriously believes that information is in some 
way being concealed, I am prepared to talk to the energy minister about the structure of the bill. Our approach is 
to provide full and accurate information to consumers. Had the Leader of the Opposition been serious about this 
question, he would have alerted me to it before and I could have looked at the structure of the bill, but he was not 
serious. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Tens of thousands of people have received those bills. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Hundreds of thousands of electricity consumers in this state have experienced a 
26 per cent increase in their electricity costs because of the former Labor government�s failed policies.  

POLICE � AUXILIARY OFFICERS 

697. Mr I.M. BRITZA to the Minister for Police:  
I refer to media reports over the weekend that revealed that more Western Australian police officers will soon be 
freed up to tackle front-line crime following the recruitment of auxiliary officers. Will the minister outline what 
the role of these auxiliary officers will be and when we can expect the first intake of officers?  
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I am very, very happy to answer the question from the member.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: It�s a broken promise, that�s what it is!  

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Girrawheen!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: This is a great initiative. 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: It is funny that the two interjections I have had so far have been from the shadow Minister 
for Police and the shadow Attorney General�two people who have criticised the police in the last few weeks, 
months or years.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: We support our police! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The Leader of the Opposition does not support our police because he did not want to 
support mandatory sentencing. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member spoke against it at every opportunity. The Commissioner of Police requested 
auxiliary officers. I am told that he asked the previous government for a mix of officers, because it suited his 
purposes. An extra 150 auxiliary police officers will free up 150 fully sworn officers to come back to front-line 
duties. That is what the public wants. Over the weekend, the member for Girrawheen thought that she would 
have to come up with a negative comment, so she said that the auxiliary officers would not be under the same 
disciplinary procedures as our police officers. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Let me assure the member for Girrawheen that they will be sworn police officers, and that 
they will come under the same disciplinary regime as other police officers. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Members opposite do not like it, do they? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, some of you may think you have a better answer to deliver, but the only answer I 
want to hear is from the Minister for Police. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: These auxiliary officers will perform duties that will free up fully sworn, fully trained 
officers to perform front-line duties. Forty custodial officers have already been introduced in addition to the 150 
auxiliary police officers that the government has promised. We agreed to the request from the Commissioner of 
Police because that is what he wanted. As things are, we have fully sworn, fully trained officers performing all 
sorts of duties. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member did nothing for our police when she was in government�nothing at all. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Go and shoot yourself in the foot with a Taser! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think there is some violent confrontation here; I am getting quite nervous! 

This is a great initiative, because these officers will take over the duties of fully sworn officers who are currently 
serving as custodial officers. They will also perform duties at police lockups, transporting firearms and 
transporting drugs and other evidence. They will be doing all the sorts of things that our fully sworn police 
officers are currently doing. We want our fully sworn officers back on front-line duty to crack down on crime 
and deal with hoons, which did not happen under the previous government. The previous government was weak 
on crime, weak on drugs and weak on everything else. We now have a government that is tough on crime, and 
we will give the police every resource we possibly can to catch criminals. That is why I am hopeful that we can 
get this legislation through both houses of Parliament in time for the Commissioner of Police to take on the 150 
auxiliary officers, although obviously not all in one go. We want to be able to put things in place so that we can 
start enacting this initiative before Christmas. We would like more of our front-line officers to come out from 
behind their desks. It will be interesting to see whether the opposition supports this legislation. If it is not going 
to support the legislation, it should say so now, because that would make it very unpopular with both the police 
and the public. 
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BENTLEY HOSPITAL � MENTAL HEALTH THERAPY PROGRAM 

698. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Mental Health: 
On behalf of the member for Mandurah, I acknowledge the students and principal from Foundation Christian 
College in Mandurah. 

I refer to the three per cent cuts to mental health services. 

(1) Can the minister confirm that the Bentley Hospital mental health therapy program has been axed as part 
of the three per cent cuts? 

(2) Can the minister provide to the house the number of full-time equivalent positions that have been axed 
by this decision? 

(3) Can the minister explain to the house how the axing of this program does not constitute a cut to a 
mental health front-line service? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

I thank the Deputy Leader of the Opposition for the question and his interest in the delivery of services to people 
suffering from mental illnesses. 

(1)-(3) If the Deputy Leader of the Opposition wanted a detailed answer about the number of FTE positions, he 
should have had the decency to give me some notice of the question. However, I met with the director 
general of the Department of Health yesterday. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition asserted that there 
has been a cut in services. During my discussion with the director general about the delivery of health 
services, I was given no information about the cuts to services referred to by the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition.  

If the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has some genuine concerns about a cut to a service, he should 
bring those to me, and I will genuinely deal with his proposition�his allegation.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: It is all very easy for the Leader of the Opposition to stand there and just throw rocks. As I 
have suggested in the past, this member tends to grab issues. The last issue that he raised was the Hospital in 
Schools program. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition was very wrong about that. He said we were cutting it. 
We have configured it to a service that is even better.  

BENTLEY HOSPITAL � MENTAL HEALTH THERAPY PROGRAM 

699. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Mental Health: 
I ask a supplementary question. I simply asked whether it was true that the program was being cut. This Hospital 
in the Home mental health program is obviously a front-line service. Can I confirm what the minister just, I 
think, intimated�that he will restore the service � 

The SPEAKER: Order! I have given the member a supplementary question. The member needs to ask the 
question. 

Mr R.H. COOK: Will the minister restore this service if it is indeed the case that it has been axed? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 
If the member has the decency to give me the details of the issue, I will follow the issue up and genuinely give 
him an answer by the end of today. 

GORGON PROJECT � WESTERN AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY 

700. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for State Development:  

At a signing ceremony yesterday, we saw the biggest resources project in Australia�s history given the go-ahead. 
Can the minister outline how the state government will ensure that Western Australian and Australian industry is 
given full, fair and reasonable opportunity to participate in that project?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  
I thank the member for Geraldton for the question. The member for Geraldton and other members representing 
areas in the north of the state will see enormous benefits from this project. Those benefits will spread throughout 
the Perth metropolitan area. As I said in my brief ministerial statement � 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Do you still believe it is in the wrong place? 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yesterday was a great day for Western Australia. It was celebrated by the state 
government, and it was celebrated by the commonwealth government, but who is unhappy? There is only one 
group of people in Australia who are unhappy, and they are sitting over there! They are grumpy and they are 
miserable. They hate the fact that this state is going forward. Well, members opposite had a bad day yesterday. I 
am sorry to say that they have a lot more bad days coming, because there is going to be a lot more good news out 
of this government. This government does not boast and brag like the former government did. This government 
rolls up its sleeves and works with industry and gets results. The intensity of effort that has gone into the Gorgon 
project over the past 12 months has delivered that project for this state. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order! I think the member for Geraldton might like to hear an answer to the question he has 
asked, and I am sure other people in this place might also. I formally call for the first time the member for 
Joondalup.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: In many respects the work began yesterday. 

Mr M. McGowan: You cannot even keep a straight face!  

The SPEAKER: Order, members!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I was dealing with Gorgon before the member for Rockingham was even in this 
Parliament! This project has a 30-year history. As I said yesterday, successive state and federal governments 
have all played their role. But what Labor could never have done is what the Liberal-National government has 
done over the past 12 months�the absolutely extraordinary intensity on every aspect of this project, driven from 
my office, with my colleagues and the other ministers involved. Just sit back and watch! Watch and learn! 
Members opposite need to sit back and watch and learn! The Leader of the Opposition, when he was Minister for 
State Development, would not even pick up the phone to save the Inpex project! How could he have managed to 
get Gorgon under way?  

Mr E.S. Ripper: That is not true, and you know it!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do know that! That is absolutely true!  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Do not mislead the house! That is not true!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The then Minister for State Development did not even pick up the phone! He ran out of 
the office and pretended it was not ringing, because it might be hard! It might be awkward! Everyone knows that 
the then Minister for State Development did not pick up the phone!  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Tell the truth! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will go on to the question from the member for Geraldton. There will be a peak of 10 000 
jobs. There will be ongoing permanent employment of around 3 500. Every state agreement has responsibilities 
on local content, and that is reflected in the Barrow Island agreement.  

However, to their credit, the Gorgon joint venturers have been working through the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry of Western Australia and the Industry Capability Network Western Australia for more than two years 
on alerting Western Australian and Australian business of the opportunities. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Rockingham!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: To this point, more than 50 per cent of contracts have gone to Western Australia. That 
number will rise, and we hope that around 70 per cent of the work will be local content.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, the opposition hates it. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: We support it. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The opposition is going to have a dreadful couple of years while this project is being built. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Cockburn!  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I ask the Premier to take his seat. I want to hear the Premier�s answer to the question asked by 
the member for Geraldton. I do not want to hear any more from the member for Cockburn today. The member 
for Girrawheen does not have an answer to every question asked in this place. To the member for Mindarie: 
congratulations on the birth of your daughter. 
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Mr J.R. Quigley: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: To the member for Cockburn: it is not necessary to continue to interject. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Gorgon also, as a joint venture, went out and basically pre-let contracts so that it was 
literally true that when the agreements were signed yesterday those contracts became activated, and at the 
moment they are finalising some $2 billion worth of work. I will give members a flavour of the work, 
particularly those members who represent the north of the state or who have transport, construction and 
engineering businesses in their electorates. 

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, the Dampier common-use supply base will be upgraded and built; there will 
be investment at the marine complex in the member for Cockburn�s electorate; supply base tugs and barges will 
be built and leased; there will be transport services; there will be the Barrow Island construction village�the 
cost of the construction village in itself is about half a billion dollars; road construction will start on Barrow 
Island for services; site preparation will get underway; and so it goes on. This will be an ongoing construction 
period over the next four years, and the state government will work with the Gorgon joint venture and will work 
with CCI and any other business and industry organisations, including regional chambers of commerce in places 
such as Geraldton and the Karratha region, and the Minister for Regional Development will be totally involved 
in that. We will make sure that as much work as is humanly possible will flow to Western Australians and 
Western Australian businesses. 

Mr Speaker, this will not be the only large project in Western Australia in coming years, but this government 
will see this project through. We have put the hard yards in and we will work with the joint venturers to 
maximise the benefits. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: And on the seventh day he rested! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, look at members opposite: such a sad little lot today, are they not? Everyone 
else is happy, except for members of the Labor Party in Western Australia. No wonder members of the federal 
Labor Party do not want to know them; I can well understand it, because they are very happy in Canberra about 
this. Martin Ferguson is happy, Kevin Rudd is happy, they are all happy, but members of the Labor Party in 
Western Australia are unhappy. They are so unhappy. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Lighten up, Manhattan! Enjoy the moment. It is a great moment in the history of Western 
Australia. Get on board and be part of it. 

PRISONS � MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

701. Mr P. PAPALIA to the Minister for Mental Health: 
I refer to the �WA State Forensic Mental Health Service Review 2008�, which outlined the serious lack of 
mental health services available to prisoners in Western Australia, and the warning inserted in the report which 
states � 

The price of ignoring mentally ill prisoners is born largely by the prisoner and the community when 
they are released from prison even more disturbed and lawless than when they entered. 

In light of the unprecedented overcrowding in our prisons, I ask � 

(1) Will the minister be requesting immediate funding to create specialised mental health units within 
Hakea and Casuarina Prisons, which have the highest population of prisoners with mental health issues 
and which have been criticised by the review for currently having no specialised mental health 
facilities? 

(2) If so, in which budget year does the minister expect this project to be funded? 
(3) What budget allocation will the minister need to complete this project?  

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 
(1)-(3) The report the member refers to made some comments about the care of people with mental illness in 

custody. The Attorney General and I are in discussion about how we can do better for people in custody 
with a mental illness. I say that very genuinely. The member for Warnbro may not know that we are 
conducting a WA mental health strategy 2010-2020. In fact that issue has created some contention in 
recent times. We have appointed an independent organisation to undertake the mental health strategy 
2010-2020 for reform in Western Australia. One of the visions in that reform is to do better for those 
people in custody with mental illness. I say to members opposite: what did they do in the eight years 
that they were over here, because this problem has not just occurred on my watch? I say genuinely that 
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the Forensicare report�which I tabled in this house and is available for members to read�addresses 
issues about people in custody with mental illnesses, such as how they are treated and what 
rehabilitation programs are required. These matters will all be taken care of in the WA mental health 
strategy 2010-2020 for reform in Western Australia.  

PRISONS � MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

702. Mr P. PAPALIA to the Minister for Mental Health: 
I have a supplementary question. How many of the 750 prisoners who have entered the system since December 
last year under the minister�s watch and �Crackdown� Johnson�s tough line on law and order are mentally ill 
patients?  
Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 
This side of the house recognises the comorbidities with people who are in custody. We will address those issues 
in the WA mental health strategy for reform in Western Australia.  
The SPEAKER: Members, with respect to supplementary questions, and specifically that particular question, 
member for Warnbro, it is not an opportunity to deliver an opinion or any other piece of information. It is simply 
an opportunity to ask another question following on from the information you might or might not have received 
to the initial question.  

AGRICULTURE � PROFILE 

703. Mr A.J. SIMPSON to the Minister for Agriculture and Food:  
I note that the minister�s priority plan for agriculture includes promoting a positive profile of the agriculture and 
food sectors as a key priority. Can the minister inform the house of some of the initiatives underway to raise the 
profile of agriculture in Western Australia?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied:  
I thank the member for Darling Range for his question, and also for hosting my visit to his electorate this 
morning. Clearly, he is a strong advocate for his constituents, and I am sure that will be ongoing.  

I highlight that certainly one of my priorities is to lift the profile of agriculture in Western Australia. In Western 
Australia the economy is strongly supported by the resource sector. Clearly, the Premier�s announcement today 
and the signing ceremony yesterday support that position. It also needs to be recognised that agriculture plays a 
critical role in our economy. The profile that agriculture plays in the economy is important. It is a sector that is 
worth something like $8 billion to the economy. It certainly should not be downplayed. We all need to eat and 
we all recognise that WA produces some of the finest food in the country and in the world. A range of products 
produced in Western Australia to a large degree go onto the export market. It is my opinion that agriculture does 
not get the credit or the profile that it deserves. It certainly is the position of this Liberal-National government, 
and my position as minister, to try to change that situation.  

We have on our doorstep an opportunity to raise the profile of agriculture at the Perth Royal Show. It is a chance 
to profile agriculture and educate the community, particularly to people of the city community, who might not 
have the same opportunities as many people in the regional areas to know about agriculture. It will enable the 
city community to get an understanding of what happens in the agricultural sector, exactly what it produces and 
the quality that it delivers. The Royal Agricultural Society of WA has done a tremendous job over many years to 
profile agriculture. It has certainly got a renewed focus for this year. We need to recognise that the Perth Royal 
Show is one of this city�s biggest community events, with some 400 000 visitors a year, which is significant. I 
might add that for this year it will be the biggest smoke-free community event in the world. I am sure the 
member for Alfred Cove will be very pleased to hear that it is the biggest community smoke-free event in the 
world. The show has attracted some 15 000 entries in 40 or so competitions ranging from agriculture prizes to 
cookery, wine, beer and crafts. It is interesting to note that the cookery section has been particularly well 
supported and I know that all those budding chefs out there will be happy about that. The renewed focus for this 
year�s royal show will be around where our food and clothes come from. I think that is important for people � 

An opposition member interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The member opposite might be supportive of something coming from overseas but 
certainly we want to profile agriculture in Western Australia. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The other focus for the show is on environmental management. I think we need to 
recognise that all our farming communities are custodians of the land, and clearly a focus on environmental 
management must go hand in hand with our food and fibre production.  
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I certainly encourage members to attend the show. I encourage members to profile to their constituency the role 
that agriculture plays in this state, and I guess the show is one of the avenues through which they can do that. As 
an added step, this evening in the courtyard the RAS will profile some of the award winners in food and wine 
that have come from this year�s royal show, and I think members need to recognise some of the quality that is 
out there. Therefore, I certainly encourage members when dinnertime comes to go out and have a look at that.  

I think it also needs to be recognised that I have taken the added step of signing a memorandum of understanding 
between the Royal Agricultural Society of WA and the Department of Agriculture and Food that aims to 
formalise the long working relationship between the two organisations in promoting agriculture. The royal show 
offers an opportunity to profile agriculture and it is an opportunity within the city for the city folk to be able to 
get a greater understanding of where agriculture sits in this state. The Liberal-National government is supporting 
that position; we have taken very proactive steps in that regard. Certainly, I encourage people to attend the show 
and I know that this year�s royal show will be the great success that it has been in the past. 

The SPEAKER: Before I take your question, member for Pilbara, I formally call for the second time the 
member for Girrawheen, and for the first time the member for Albany. 

REGIONAL ALLOWANCES � INEQUITY 

704. Mr T.G. STEPHENS to the Treasurer: 
In relatively recent times the Treasurer has been reported as being critical of the federal government�s tax zone 
rebates for isolated regions. He has described them as inadequate to meet the needs of regional residents.  

(1) How does the Treasurer justify the fact that the regional allowance paid by the Western Australian 
government to its regionally based workforce is only half the district allowance paid by the federal 
government to its workers based in regions like the Pilbara? 

(2) Does the Treasurer intend in the forthcoming midyear review to announce adjustments that will redress 
this inequitable situation? 

(3) Can the Treasurer relay to the house whatever the junior Treasurer told him to say? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  
(1)-(3) He firstly congratulated me on my efforts in opening the Carnamah show on the weekend, which was 

on a scale to almost rival the Perth Royal Show, and you were there of course, Mr Speaker. But moving 
on � 

Mr M.P. Murray: What pen were you in? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will tell you what, Mr Speaker; I got a ride in the car that did the burnouts on the track 
supervised by the local police, but I did not get to the lamington tent, member for Collie-Preston! 

It is a very important issue. In the state government�s submission to the Henry tax review, one of the first issues 
we identified was that of the tax zone rebate. 

Mr T.G. Stephens: My question is about district allowances. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I understand that and I will get to that in a second. 

The tax zone rebate has significantly fallen behind in real value over an extended period. I have to say that I will 
not guess what the figures were, but they were quite significant in the extent to which the zone rebate would 
have to be increased. I believe it was in the hundreds of per cents to return it to the real value of when it was 
adjusted last time. If we are looking at meeting the significant challenges of attracting and maintaining a 
workforce in rural and regional Western Australia, my view is that that is the single most important thing that we 
can get done. We have put forward a case to the commonwealth and we will work through that process. 

The district allowances issue was a matter that the National Party took to the election. It is, as I understand it, 
and it remains, part of the royalties for regions program. There are, as I understand it, ongoing discussions 
involving the minister and ongoing discussions involving the Department of Commerce, for which I am the 
minister, in and around district allowances. 

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: When the Leader of the Opposition looks at what has been rolled out under the 
government�s royalties for regions program, he will find that it is massive. He is right: there is unfinished 
business yet to be done, but we do not back away from that. At the end of the day, one can only do so much, as 
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heroic as those efforts have been. The district allowances issue was discussed with the electorate at the last 
election and it is a matter that we are still working on.  

REGIONAL ALLOWANCES � INEQUITY 

705. Mr T.G. STEPHENS to the Treasurer: 

I have a supplementary question. Would the Treasurer not concede that it makes him look a bit insincere in his 
protestations of his interest in regional issues, if he is raising an issue with the federal government and doing 
nothing about an issue over which he has complete control?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

If we were not doing anything about an issue over which we have control, the member for Pilbara would be 
right. We are doing something. Those discussions are happening within government and a solution will be 
delivered. Here we are participating with state funds to deliver outcomes for district allowances, whilst at the 
same time raising what I think is an even more significant point about taxation zonal rebates in our discussions 
with the commonwealth on commonwealth taxation reform.  

SIR CHARLES GAIRDNER HOSPITAL � MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING SCANNER 

706. Mr W.R. MARMION to the Minister for Health: 

I understand that Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital now has a new, additional magnetic resonance imaging scanner, 
which is the first of its kind in Australia. Can the minister give the house more information on this new MRI 
scanner?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Yes, indeed I can. I thank the member for Nedlands for his question. I had the pleasure of going to his electorate 
last week, accompanied by the shadow Minister for Health, to look at this new MRI scanner. When I was in 
opposition I was critical of the former minister for the delay in getting the new MRI scanner. Members will 
recall that there were two MRI scanners and one broke down and that there was a long delay in getting a new 
one. However, when the reason for the delay was explained to me, I understood it. It has taken us some time to 
get it on board. It has been worth the wait. The new MRI scanner is valued at $3.5 million and is the absolute 
state-of-the-art equipment for not only Australia, but also the Southern Hemisphere. The machine has the ability 
to scan down to very small sizes, such as one to two millimetres. It can actually study small blood vessels within 
hearts and penetrate deep into organs, particularly pelvic and abdominal organs. It is a great positive step 
forward in the management of patients in this state. This new machine will process about 4 000 patients a year 
and it is multitransmit technology, whatever that means. We had it explained to us when we were at the hospital, 
but it was technologically challenging. However, it is a very impressive machine.  

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I missed that interjection. It sounded as though it was a very good interjection, but sadly I did 
not hear it.  

It is an amazing new machine. Western Australia is lucky to have such technology. It would be of great news to 
all Western Australians that now two machines are up and running, which will significantly reduce the load. 
Also, it will result in a significant saving in costs. Those patients who were unable to gain access to the single 
MRI machine were being sent off to have their scan done in the private sector and that was being paid for by the 
government. This new machine will result in savings in that area.  

SCHOOLS AND HOSPITALS � CLEANING SERVICES 

707. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Commerce:  

(1) Can the minister confirm that he recently met with the Building Services Contractors Association of 
Australia WA?  

(2) Can the minister confirm that at that meeting the association urged the state government to privatise 
cleaning services in public hospitals and/or schools?  

(3) Can the minister confirm that his office ordered the Department of Commerce�s labour relations 
division to provide a report on the industrial impacts of privatising school and hospital cleaning?  

(4) Can the minister confirm that his office ordered the Department of Treasury and Finance to provide him 
with a report on the financial implications of privatising school and hospital cleaning? 

(5) Will the minister rule out privatised cleaning in government schools and hospitals? 
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  
I will give the short answers to the five questions, as best I recall them, and then I will make some other 
comments. The short answers are as follows � 

(1) Yes. 

(2) Yes. Why would independent contractors not come to the government and ask it to use independent 
contractors? I would have thought it was quite odd if they had come to us, after a meeting with me, and 
said, �We want a meeting with the Minister for Commerce and Treasurer, and we don�t want to talk 
about our business.� Anyway, funnier things have happened. 

(3) No. I think that question was whether I have asked the Department of Commerce for a review of the 
industrial implications. I am pretty sure that I could work out what the industrial implications would be. 
That is not saying I am worried about that, but I am pretty sure I could work out what they would be 
from the miscellaneous workers� union. 

(4) Did I ask Treasury to specifically look at contract cleaning? I will tell the house what we have done. We 
have established a process called value-for-money audits. In the first instance, the value-for-money 
audits will be looking at the Department of Health, the Department of Education and Training, the 
Department of Commerce and the Department of Environment and Conservation. I expect that the 
auditors will go through and, on a line-by-line basis, review government expenditure and provide us 
with advice on where they see there being better value for money. I do not resile from the fact that we 
have an obligation to the taxpayers of Western Australia to deliver the best value-for-money outcomes 
that we can. 

(5) Part (5) of the member�s question was whether we will allow contract cleaning. The member�s 
government allowed contract cleaning in schools. The policy that existed under the member�s 
government, to the best of my information, is still available to schools today. I want to explain some 
history to the house, because it is very, very interesting. There was a time in Western Australia � 

Mr M. McGowan: It was wound back. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I know that. There can still be contract cleaners. 

Mr M. McGowan: It was there when we arrived in office, and it was wound back, so what you said is actually 
misleading. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: There was a time in Western Australia when the schools were cleaned by contract 
cleaners. Under the former government, the original Minister for Education, the member for Willagee, thought 
that was a good set of arrangements. He was under enormous pressure from the miscellaneous workers� union. It 
threatened to run him out of his seat. It threatened to do all sorts of things because he refused to yield to the 
union�s demands that those contract cleaners be replaced by a day labour force in schools. What does �day 
labour force� mean? It means that a person is a member of the miscellaneous workers� union. It was a policy 
designed to force about 2 600 Western Australian workers into membership of the miscellaneous workers� 
union. They would then pay their weekly membership fee, which flowed to the miscellaneous workers� union, 
and some of which flowed back to the Australian Labor Party as donations for election campaigns. Anyway, here 
is the point. That required extra funding. It required more than $5 million of extra funding in two budget years. I 
am sure the former Treasurer will recall that. It required $2.8 million in 2005-06 and $3.3 million in 2006-07. 
My advice is that the cost of that policy � 

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will tell members opposite something. When people turn up at a school with their kids, 
do members opposite seriously think that that is the first thing in their minds as they pull into the parking bay in 
the morning? They want a decent school, they want well-paid teachers and they want good educational 
infrastructure. Do they care if the people cleaning the school belong to the miscellaneous workers� union? No, 
they do not. They pay taxes in this state and they want value for money. 

Notwithstanding all that, no policy decision of this government has been made to change tack regarding the 
widespread reintroduction of contract cleaning in schools and in the health system. However, I must say also that 
we have an obligation to deliver quality educational outcomes, and we have an obligation to deliver value for 
money for Western Australian taxpayers. Do members know what? Do they know what I keep telling the agency 
when we talk about wage negotiations with the miscellaneous workers� union? The people down there in 
Commerce are nervous. They say so. I tell them not to worry, because when we look at the miscellaneous 
workers� union office in Thomas Street, we do not see any little strings coming out of Dave Kelly�s office 
pulling our hands and making our mouths move. None of us has to respond politically�not like the member for 
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Kwinana and not like the member for Nollamara. None of us�no-one on this side�owes our political future to 
Dave Kelly, and nor does my friend the member for Bassendean. That is why he nearly lost his seat.  

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members. I presume that the member for Cockburn has a supplementary question 
to ask.  

SCHOOLS AND HOSPITALS � CLEANING SERVICES 

708. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Treasurer: 
Yes, I do, Mr Speaker. Was the Treasurer aware that the Premier, as the Leader of the Opposition on 5 
September last year, gave a commitment in writing that a Liberal government ruled out privatisation of hospital 
and school cleaning?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  
I am aware that the government has an obligation to deliver value for money to the taxpayers of Western 
Australia. I do not back away from that at all. We are not here�unlike the former government�to use 
taxpayers� funds to subsidise the operations of the miscellaneous workers� union. When I review the sordid 
history around this issue, I acknowledge the member for Willagee for standing up to them, but then the 
subsequent Minister for Education, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, folded like a pack of cheap cards.  

MADDINGTON HOMESTEAD 

709. Mr P. ABETZ to the Minister for Heritage:  

Maddington Homestead, which was one of the earliest residences in the Canning district, has unfortunately fallen 
into disrepair. Could the minister please tell the house what is being done to protect and preserve this building?  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

I thank the member for Southern River for the question and his interest in heritage matters. This building was 
constructed in the early period of settlement�in 1836 in fact�and the Maddington Homestead was placed on 
the Register of Heritage Places in September 2001. That property was sold to overseas investors in May 2003. 
However, a destructive fire and subsequent vandalism to the property have led to a real deterioration of and 
extensive damage to that property, and the Heritage Council has recommended options to the owner to rectify its 
condition and provided $20 000 to the owners in 2007-08 for some conservation work. Some limited 
stabilisation work was carried out and some fencing erected around the property. However, the work that was 
carried out was not adequate in the opinion of the Heritage Council.  

The City of Gosnells is very supportive of the conservation of that property, as is the community, and in June 
this year the Heritage Council recommended to the City of Gosnells that it serve a notice of repair on the owner. 
A meeting with the owners was held in July to examine options for conservation. I authorised a conservation 
order to be advertised in August and 50 submissions were received, of which 47 supported the conservation 
order. The Heritage Council is working closely with the City of Gosnells, and I sincerely hope that that 
conservation order will lead to some positive heritage outcomes for that building.  

COLLIE BASIN � SALINITY LEVELS 

710. Mr M.J. COWPER to the Minister for Water: 

I have a question for the Minister for Water � 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Member for Perth, you can ask questions in this place but there is a way to do that. I 
formally call you for the first time.  

Mr M.J. COWPER: Will the minister please advise the house what he is doing in relation to the government�s 
commitment to reduce the salinity levels in the Collie basin?  

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

I thank the member for Murray-Wellington for his question and his interest in this very severe and serious issue 
of ever-increasing salinity of the Collie basin. Of course, that has an impact on Wellington Dam and the ever-
increasing saline levels of this dam. There are two areas I will respond to: one is that the Liberal-National 
government made an election commitment to fund an independent engineering assessment of the means to 
reduce salinity in Wellington Dam. That process has been conducted by KPMG and WorleyParsons as 
independent consultants. We committed moneys to that during the election campaign to get an independent 
assessment of projects � 

Several members interjected.  
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Dr G.G. JACOBS: � some good work has already been done�that can aid the problem and reduce the salinity 
in the Wellington Dam, because this problem has serious potential impacts for our irrigation area. Sixty-eight 
gigalitres of Wellington Dam water is used for horticultural and viticultural irrigation. I am pleased to let the 
house know that we have received more than 20 expressions of interest from proponents that have made some 
suggestions about projects to reduce the salinity levels in the upper Collie and Wellington Dams. That process is 
ongoing, and we expect in November that we will have some results and that I will be able to present them to 
interested members about how we can truly reduce this very difficult problem. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order!  

Mr J.N. Hyde interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Perth. I am pretty sure I have spoken to you earlier today. If you do want to 
ask a question, I suggest you do it in another way. I formally call you for the second time.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: With regard to the second measure, a pilot project had been established to create the eastern 
creek diversion in the first flush of winter, which was producing a lot of saline. I commend the previous 
government for starting this project. As minister, I have expanded this project, and it will continue in order to 
increase the diversion of the first flush of salt into the Wellington Dam.  

SCHOOLS � INDEPENDENT � STAFF REMOVAL 

711. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education:  
I refer to the minister�s independent schools announcement.  

(1) How will the principal of a school that has become independent go about moving on a permanent 
Department of Education and Training staff member whom he does not wish to retain? How will that 
differ from the current merit select school process, or will the same process apply?  

(2) What will happen when the department cannot find another suitable posting for that staff member?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 
I thank the member for Midland for the question regarding staffing in independent schools.  

(1)-(2) Principals in independent schools will be able to select their staff, as we know, and that is one of the 
flexibilities that we think is really important in the independent school process.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: How�s that different from merit select? 

The SPEAKER: Order, member!  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Principals will be able to look at the mix of staff they want, the subjects they are offering 
and the staff they think will be the best mix for their school, and they will be able to shape that staff. They will 
not be able to get rid of staff in the first instance, but as staff move on and as principals want to shape the staffing 
profile of that school, they will be able to do so by selecting their own staff.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: How is that different from merit select, or isn�t it?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: It is similar.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Along with the staff and the school council, principals will be able to look at the staffing 
profile they want, and be able to select staff in their schools.  

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Midland and member for Rockingham! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: It is quite straightforward. Without needing to repeat what I have just said, it is an 
essential ingredient in the independent school initiative to give principals and school councils the flexibility to 
choose the staff that is appropriate for their schools.  

SCHOOLS � INDEPENDENT � STAFF REMOVAL 

712. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education: 

I have a supplementary question. I again ask the minister the first question: what is the process for a principal 
who wants to remove a staff member? Does the minister not know, or is it the same as merit select?  
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Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 
The process for removing a teacher from an independent public school will be very similar to the process used in 
other government schools. 

PORT HEDLAND � ACCESS TO COASTAL AREAS AND RIVERS 
Petition 

MR T.G. STEPHENS (Pilbara) [3.00 pm]: I have a petition that reads � 

TO THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
OF THE PARLIAMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 

We the undersigned petitioners express our objection to the effective closure of access routes from Port 
Hedland to the coastal and rivers south west of the town. Specifically, we object to the denial of access 
to the coastal areas across the Boodarie and Mundabullangana pastoral leases. 

In particular we seek assistance in securing the reopening of the public road access to these coastal 
areas for fishing and for recreation. 

We do not accept that it is right for pastoral lease holders to deny public access to the coastal areas and 
rivers near Port Hedland. 

We petitioners therefore ask that the Legislative Assembly give consideration and appropriate support 
to the needs of the residents of Port Hedland who have for years enjoyed peaceful access to the 
coastline and rivers on Boodarie and Mundabullangana pastoral leases for recreational fishing and ask 
further that the Legislative Assembly support such steps as are necessary to secure the reopening of 
public road access to these coastal areas for fishing and recreation. 

The petition was signed by 739 petitioners and it is certified to be in conformity with the requirements of the 
house. 

[See petition 135.] 

SHACK SITE COMMUNITIES 
Petition 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale) [3.01 pm]: I have a petition couched in the following terms � 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled: 

We the undersigned say that: 

Leased Shack Site Communities, such as Wedge Island, Grey, Donnelly River, Broke Inlet, 
Dampier Archipelagos, and Israelite Bay have long been the traditional holiday/recreational 
destination for many thousands of ordinary Western Australians. 

Most Shack Site Communities sprung up to accommodate the gathering of farming and town 
based families to enjoy holidays together in remote and idyllic fishing locations right across 
Western Australia. 

Some Shack Site communities went onto becoming fully-fledged towns such as, Bremer Bay, 
Jurien Bay, Dongara and Horrocks, whilst some Shack Site Communities have disappeared. 

However, some residual communities remain, with a strong sense of community and have become 
the preferred holiday option for many thousands of Western Australians. 

These places are tangible examples of sustainable lifestyles, where younger generations can learn 
responsibility and become creative and family traditions and stories can be passed on. 

The loss of these communities will seriously diminish the social, economic and health well being of 
many ordinary Western Australian families. 
Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly support our campaign for the Government to  

Examine how other States of Australia, including South Australia, Tasmania and New South 
Wales have retained conforming Shack Site Communities in order to preserve these valuable 
assets for many Western Australians to have affordable coastal holiday destinations and continue 
to allow human interaction all but lost in today�s society. 

This petition conforms to the standing orders of the Legislative Assembly and contains 294 signatures. 

[See petition 133.] 
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The SPEAKER: Does the member have another petition? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: No, I do not. 

The SPEAKER: It is a pity because I enjoyed that one. 

RECREATIONAL FISHING FEES 
Petition 

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee) [3.03 pm]: I feel inadequate now! I have a petition in the following 
terms � 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, are opposed to Minister Moore�s proposed introduction of the unfair and unjust 
new recreational fishing fees, as well as increases to existing fishing license fees. We do not believe that 
they will protect Western Australia�s vulnerable fish species and are nothing more than a tax grab by 
the Barnett Government. 

Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to oppose the introduction of these licenses and fees. 

I certify that the petition conforms to the standing orders of Legislative Assembly. It bears 138 signatures. 

[See petition 134.] 

PAPERS TABLED 
Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house.  

BILLS 
Notices of Motions to Introduce 

1. Bush Fires Amendment Bill 2009. 

Notice of motion given by Mr R.F. Johnson (Minister for Emergency Services). 

2. Police Amendment Bill 2009. 

Notice of motion given by Mr R.F. Johnson (Minister for Police). 

GAS (GAS QUALITY SPECIFICATIONS) SUPPLY BILL 2009 
Appropriations 

Message from the Governor received and read recommending appropriations for the purposes of the bill. 

BILLS 
Returned 

1. Major Events (Aerial Advertising) Bill 2009. 

Bill returned from the Council without amendment. 

2. Co-operatives Bill 2009. 

Bill returned from the Council with amendments.  

WASTE AVOIDANCE AND RESOURCE RECOVERY AMENDMENT BILL 2009 
Consideration in Detail 

Resumed from 9 September. 

Debate was adjourned after clause 6 had been agreed to. 

Clause 7: Section 79 amended � 
Dr G.G. JACOBS: I move � 

Page 4, lines 15 to 17 � To delete �must not be less than 25% of the forecast levy amount for the 
financial year.� and substitute � 

must be as follows � 

(a) in the financial year ending 30 June 2010 � an amount not less than the difference 
between 25% of the forecast levy amount for that financial year and the amount of 
levy paid or payable for the period 1 July 2009 to 31 December 2009; 
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(b) in any other financial year � not less than 25% of the forecast levy amount for the 
financial year.  

Ruling by Deputy Speaker 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Two members have indicated a wish to move amendments to clause 7 of the Waste 
Avoidance and Resource Recovery Amendment Bill 2009. The Minister for Water�s amendment to clause 7 is to 
delete certain words on page 4, lines 15 to 17, with a view to submitting other words. The member for Fremantle 
wishes to delete certain words in line 16. If the house were to delete all the words proposed to be deleted by the 
Minister for Water, it would effectively prevent the member for Fremantle from moving her amendment to line 
16 of the same clause, because the words would have been removed from the line and therefore could not be 
further amended. Hence, a test vote is required. So as to preserve the rights of both members as far as possible, it 
is my intention to put only part of the minister�s amendment to delete words up to the point where the member 
for Fremantle�s amendment starts, or specifically to delete the words up to and including �than�. If that is agreed 
to by the house, I will immediately put the balance of the minister�s proposed deletion. If the first part of the 
minister�s amendment is not agreed to, the member for Fremantle is then free to move her amendment. I hope 
everybody understands that. The question is to delete the words in lines 15 and 16 up to the word �than�. 

Debate Resumed 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: Mr Deputy Speaker, it is my understanding from what you have just said that if this 
deletion were accepted, the motion of the member for Fremantle would not be put. Therefore, I cannot support 
the deletion of these lines. I had hoped that further discussions with the minister would have given the guarantee 
that I sought that the funding to the Waste Authority would not decrease as a result of changes that are being 
made to this bill and to the levy. I was not able to get that reassurance from the minister. Therefore, I intend to 
support the amendment proposed by the member for Fremantle. I had hoped that the minister could give that 
assurance. I am aware of the fact that the member for Kalgoorlie is not here today. Therefore, at the end of 
consideration in detail when the question is put that we move to the third reading, I will be moving that the third 
reading be made an order of the day for the next sitting of the house. Although there may not be the numbers in 
the house today to ensure that the changes I hoped to see go through that would guarantee this funding for the 
Waste Authority, if it is delayed until tomorrow the government may reconsider this. I think that all members 
received an email from the Western Australian Local Government Association, pointing out to members that the 
state�s waste strategy is due to be released on 16 September, which is this week. The objectives put forward in 
that strategy should really be considered before a decision is made on this bill. In fact, I have had a look at the 
proposal in the WALGA strategy that looks to fund various areas that will improve waste management. Many 
people may have felt that the Waste Authority has not been doing a good job in the past, particularly on 
recycling and new initiatives, but the authority has now put those new initiatives on the table in that strategy. I 
will not support the minister�s amendment, because if this bill is passed with the clause as it currently reads, 
mentioning the 25 per cent, it will increase people�s concerns about conflict between the Department of 
Environment and Conservation and the Waste Authority if the Department of Environment and Conservation 
does not put emphasis on recycling because the money it will get from waste will influence its own budget. The 
concerns are genuine. This bill does not adequately address the matter of ensuring that money goes to the Waste 
Authority for recycling and other initiatives. 

Ms A.S. CARLES: My amendment proposes to delete the words �25% of� from line 16 on page 4 of the bill. 
This is a very simple amendment that will restore the integrity of the waste avoidance and resource recovery 
account. The Greens (WA) are very concerned about the way money will be diverted to the Department of 
Environment and Conservation under this bill. The original legislation allocated 100 per cent of the waste levy to 
the WARR account, but if the minister�s amendment is passed today, only 25 per cent of the levy will be 
allocated to the WARR account. My amendment would restore the original intent of the levy so that 100 per cent 
of the levy would go into the WARR account. It is absolutely essential that we fund the Waste Authority as an 
independent body if we are genuinely serious about addressing waste reduction in this state. The current bill 
creates a direct conflict of interest between the Department of Environment and Conservation and the Waste 
Authority. The department will have a financial incentive to encourage more waste to landfill because its funding 
is tied to the levy. There is no incentive for the DEC to promote waste reduction, as this would reduce the 
funding it receives. This is like the police retaining speeding fines to offset budget cuts. A similar conflict arose 
with the former Department of Conservation and Land Management in relation to forest logging. The conflict 
was removed through the creation of the independent Forest Products Commission, which took on responsibility 
for logging and left CALM with the responsibility for forest conservation. My amendment will ensure that the 
new levy amounts are fully hypothecated to waste reduction programs in Western Australia under the control of 
the existing Waste Authority. This will also remove the unacceptable burden on our local councils of being tax 
collectors for the Department of Environment and Conservation. It is a simple amendment to restore the integrity 
of the waste management system in this state. Such a change will, of course, require that the government ensure 
that DEC�s funding is secured, as it always has been, out of appropriations from the consolidated account. 
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Mr J.N. HYDE: I am leaning towards not supporting the amendment moved by the Minister for Water. I have 
received an email from my good friend Mayor Troy Pickard, a very good councillor who is also chair of the 
Municipal Waste Advisory Council, cautioning the minister not to rush this through.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: Is he from the City of Joondalup? I met him this morning. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Has the minister received and read a similar email today? 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: I spoke to him in person this morning. I was at an event that he was present at.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Does the minister agree with his sentiment that the government should not rush this through 
today? 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: The sentiment I agree with is this bill becoming law. We need to get on with it, to encourage 
recycling and to promote the sentiments of the legislation.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Does the minister not accept Mayor Pickard�s argument? 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: The member should put the argument.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: A number of members have mounted very strong arguments against the government rushing 
the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Amendment Bill 2009 through. It has been bumped up the batting 
order today; is the minister�s motive that he wants something to take to the waste conference tomorrow morning? 
Is that the reason for the minister attempting to push it through today?  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: I have carriage of this bill in the lower house for the Minister for Environment. I have no 
knowledge of what the member is talking about regarding the events of tomorrow. The Leader of the House 
organises the batting order and I am doing what we have to do; we should get on with it.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: But the minister just said that he spoke to Mayor Pickard this morning. Mayor Pickard makes 
the point that if a state waste strategy is due to be released, how can the minister, in an ad hoc fashion, move an 
amendment such as this today? He is creating a Mir space station up there, just flying around and adding an 
amendment here and an amendment there. If the government is considering a total waste strategy, then this has 
to form part of it. It cannot be the tail that is wagging the dog. That is Troy Pickard�s sentiment; surely he told 
the minister that this morning when he asked him to delay the passage of this bill.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: I do not agree with what the member is saying.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: It is not what I am saying; the chair of the Municipal Waste Advisory Council is saying it.  

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Look, the member is not the puppet master. He should go back to finding his faux police! 

Mr R.F. Johnson: You�re just a puppet, my friend! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The Minister for Water has carriage of the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery 
Amendment Bill 2009. The minister has to put the case to convince us to support the amendment.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: You�re not going to support it anyway! You�re not going to support the bill!  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Come on, let this bloke talk; he does not need the help.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Member for Perth�heaven forbid! 

Mr J.N. Hyde: No, that will be in our election policy!  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: These are regulatory changes, member for Perth. They are delineated in the bill. We are 
going through those regulatory changes. This is part of our waste management strategy for Western Australia, 
which is about encouraging more recycling and reducing landfill.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: I sat down whilst the minister gave his response, and I am now standing up. Will the state 
waste strategy that will be released tomorrow have this amendment in it about the not less than 25 per cent of the 
levy amount for the financial year? If not, what will be detailed in the strategy that will be released tomorrow? 
Surely the strategy cannot be released unless the bill has been dealt with.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: It is part of waste management strategy implementation. This is about regulation and how 
we execute the waste management strategy. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: But surely this is part of the overall strategy.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: The member should wait for the waste management strategy to be released; it includes 
guidelines on how we intend to deal with recycling. If the member is talking about the nuts and bolts and 
25 per cent versus 75 per cent and how it will be apportioned, these are the regulations that we are dealing with. 
The waste strategy is a guideline of strategy for waste in Western Australia.  
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Mr J.N. HYDE: Surely there is a big difference between 25 per cent and 100 per cent or zero per cent. It is not 
just the nuts and bolts, it is surely the crux of the issue.  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: The opposition and the member for Fremantle have highlighted, on a clause-by-
clause basis, concerns about this bill, and we have concerns about this amendment and the foreshadowed 
amendment that the member for Fremantle has highlighted. That clearly demonstrates the ham-fisted way that 
this bill has been addressed in this place by the government. It was found out during consideration in detail last 
week, and I think this clause, and indeed the whole bill, has now been very seriously undermined by a whole 
range of factors.  

Mention has been made of a letter to several members from the Mayor of Joondalup, who is the chair of the 
Municipal Waste Advisory Council and deputy president of the Western Australian Local Government 
Association. The letter clearly highlights, from a local government perspective, why it is not appropriate for the 
government to continue to debate this bill while other important factors need to be considered, including 
processes and announcements that are apparently imminent. I do not know whether the minister has seen the 
letter from Mayor Pickard. I am happy to table it, of course, unlike the minister, who last week was not very 
keen to table a letter from the Treasurer to the Minister for Environment. The letter from Mayor Pickard is 
basically written on behalf of the 139 WALGA local government bodies and requests that Parliament delay 
making a decision on this bill for a number of key reasons, including�as highlighted by the members for Perth 
and Alfred Cove�the fact that the state waste strategy is soon to be released for public consultation. Local 
government is an absolutely critical element in all of this, and WALGA argues very clearly that there are very 
good reasons for this bill not to progress at this time and that there is, indeed, cause for concern. It is claimed in 
the letter that WALGA has presented to the Minister for Environment for her consideration that there is a 
comprehensive range of strategic initiatives upon which local government and the commercial sector can work 
together. Again, a key stakeholder in waste management has put forward a range of issues for consideration by 
the Minister for Environment. It seems, however, that the government is hell-bent on pushing this bill forward 
when a number of considerations have yet to be addressed.  

The opposition, the member for Alfred Cove and the member for Fremantle have argued very strongly that the 
government seeks through this bill to create a fund that will not be spent in its entirety on the outcomes for which 
the bill was originally drafted; that is, to ensure that waste resource recovery initiatives are appropriately funded. 
Instead, the government has chosen to use the bill as a means of propping up the Department of Environment 
and Conservation. The opposition will not support the government�s proposal and amendment. We are 
encouraged by the amendment foreshadowed by the member for Fremantle. The government should be taking 
very clear notice of the WALGA representation; WALGA is a very important stakeholder. The bill should be 
taken off the notice paper today because there is much more work that needs to be done before it should be 
considered. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: The government will not delay the passage of this bill. It is important that we actually pass 
this regulatory legislation to encourage recycling and a reduction in landfill. In no way does any of the regulatory 
framework of this bill compromise the Western Australian waste strategy, which, I am told by members of the 
opposition, will be released tomorrow. The bill allows flexibility in maintaining at least a 25 per cent 
hypothecation to the Waste Authority account.  

It is important that we get on with this bill. We have talked about the Waste Authority. We have talked about 
what the opposition did in the original bill. This bill is a step forward, because it will provide incentives in the 
system to encourage recycling in Western Australia. As the member for Gosnells has said, Western Australia has 
been doing very badly in this area.  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: The summary of project proposals states that $2.3 million is to be allocated for 
household hazardous waste program extension, $3 million for strategic waste management plan implementation, 
$1 million for statewide recycling campaign, $2 million for ongoing scheme to support recycling industry, 
$2.3 million for Centre for Waste and Industrial Ecology Research, $200 000 for investigation of extended 
producer responsibility schemes, $10 million to $15 million for support for alternative waste treatment, $100 000 
for needs analysis on illegal dumping and littering, $5 million to $10 million for recycled product market 
support, $800 000 for data collection and management, and $2 million for regional waste management 
initiatives. That is a total of $39.2 million. These initiatives are very important, because they will ensure that 
improvements are made to waste management and recycling. Can the minister guarantee that if this bill is 
passed, and if 25 per cent of the revenue from this levy does go to the Waste Authority and 75 per cent to DEC, 
DEC will fund these initiatives? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I want to make it clear that what is before the house is a motion to delete certain words. 
This is part of a test vote that will be put to the house to enable, if necessary, amendments that have been placed 
on the notice paper by other members to proceed. The arguments that we have heard so far in this debate do not 
relate to the motion that is before the house�that is, to delete certain words to enable a test vote to be taken. 
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What we have seen introduced in the last quarter of an hour is correspondence that I am told has been sent by the 
Mayor of the City of Joondalup to certain members. That is fine. However, at the end of the day, this 
government will progress this legislation through this house. When this legislation leaves this house, it will go to 
the other house, in which the Minister for Environment resides. I suggest that the Mayor of Joondalup, and any 
other people who want to contact the Minister for Environment about any changes to this legislation, lobby the 
Minister for Environment in the other place. The government is committed to getting this legislation through this 
house today�and I assure members that we will. What is before the house at the moment is simply for the 
purpose of taking a test vote. I suggest that we get to the point of voting on the amendment. 

Mr C.J. TALLENTIRE: The position that has been outlined by the Leader of the House puts those of us who 
have grave concerns about this bill in a very difficult position. The government is seeking to delete certain words 
in the bill. That would then mean that the very sensible amendment that has been proposed by the member for 
Fremantle would have no reason for being. That is an unacceptable situation. We need to proceed methodically 
through our consideration of the amendments. We must not let things get out of order. It is vital that we consider 
properly the position put by the member for Fremantle. It is essential that that is fully debated. In light of the 
proposed state waste strategy, we need to know the extent of the projects that will come under that strategy. As 
the member for Alfred Cove has outlined very well, we also need to add up the cost of all those projects.  

Dr J.M. Woollard: Yes�$39.2 million. 

Mr C.J. TALLENTIRE: Yes. I thank the member for Alfred Cove for that. These are excellent projects that 
will go to the heart of solving the problem of waste management in Western Australia. If we do not embrace 
these projects and give them the funding that they need, we will just keep cruising along and keep facing the 
same problems that we have always faced when it comes to waste management in Western Australia. The only 
difference is that the problem will become even more serious. There will be even more risk that we will have 
another disaster like the Bellevue disaster that occurred a few years ago, when toxic waste was allowed to 
accumulate and it literally exploded and the community had to suffer the consequences. This issue is far more 
serious than I think the government appreciates. It is absolutely essential that adequate funding be provided for 
the projects that have been outlined by the member for Alfred Cove.  

The extent of community consultation on this bill has been an enormous disappointment to all of us on this side 
of the house. The chair of the Waste Authority, Mr Barry Carbon, is a person of great knowledge in this area. I 
do not know that his views have been listened to properly. He has made public statements suggesting that this 
change in how the revenue from the levies will be allocated may mean that the Waste Authority will not get the 
amount of money that it needs to fund its projects. If only 25 per cent of the already reduced revenue stream will 
be made available to the Waste Authority for its excellent projects, we will not be able to properly tackle the 
problem of waste management in Western Australia. It is, therefore, absolutely vital that we proceed in a logical 
manner and debate the issues to the fullest extent, otherwise we will have more Bellevue disasters on our hands.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I think what is going on here is quite sinister. I have finally worked out what the 
government is up to here. The government is attempting to bring on this vote right now so that it can bring this 
legislation to a conclusion today. We all know that the member for Kalgoorlie is not in the chamber today but 
has gone to the Kalgoorlie race round�as members for Kalgoorlie normally do. We know also that the member 
for Kalgoorlie is very uncomfortable with this legislation and is likely to vote with the opposition and oppose 
this legislation. The advice that I received from the Leader of the House, in a letter that was sent to me last week, 
is that this legislation would be coming on for debate as the third item of business today. The first bill that would 
be coming on for debate was the Gas Supply (Gas Quality Specifications) Bill, and that would be followed by 
the Criminal Code Amendment (Graffiti) Bill. This bill was to come on third. That would ordinarily mean that 
this bill would come on tomorrow or the next day. I was advised just before question time that the order was to 
be changed and that this waste avoidance and resource recovery legislation would be coming on first.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: You got a copy of the daily program! Tell the truth!  

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes. I did get the daily program, and it says that the graffiti bill will be coming on first. I 
was told by the Leader of the House before question time that the reason the graffiti bill will be coming on first 
is that the Premier�s advisers are not here today to handle the gas supply bill. I put it to the Leader of the House 
that that is not true. The Leader of the House has misled me in that regard. That is not the reason at all that that 
legislation has been pulled off the agenda. The Leader of the House knows that the gas supply legislation has 
been agreed to by both sides of the house. He knows that that is legislation that we were going to bring in as a 
government. The Leader of the House knows that the Premier can probably handle that particular issue on his 
own. Therefore, the reason that the Leader of the House has given me is not true. The real reason that the Leader 
of the House has brought on the waste avoidance and resource recovery legislation today is that the member for 
Kalgoorlie is not here, and he is most likely going to vote with us on this legislation�as is the member for 
Fremantle, and as is, I would hope, the member for Alfred Cove. So what the Leader of the House has done is a 
bit of trickery. The Leader of the House wants to change the order of proceedings today to deny the member for 
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Kalgoorlie a vote on a bill on which his vote might actually count�that is, a vote to prevent the families of this 
state from being taxed excessively. The Minister for Water representing the Minister for Environment has come 
into this house and has said that this bill is a regulatory matter. It is not. It is a taxing matter. The government is 
seeking to apply another tax to the families of this state. We are trying to stop the government from doing that, as 
is the member for Kalgoorlie. The Leader of the House has fiddled with the order of business once again to meet 
his priority, which is to get this tax through the house and prevent the democratic will of this house from being 
expressed by members who are not here today to have a vote on this bill. The Leader of the House has done that 
by a subterfuge.  

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is exactly what the Leader of the House has done. The members of the press have got 
him pegged. He has done it by a subterfuge today in bringing on this bill in the way that he has.  

The clause that we are debating here is the crux of the matter, because it provides that all the money that will be 
generated by the waste levy will go to waste management, and the government will miss out on its little taxing 
arrangement to cover up the money it has cut from the Department of Environment and Conservation. That is 
why this clause is so important. What the Leader of the House said�I heard him interject to say it�is that this 
matter will stay on the agenda until it is passed today. He has given advice that the house will sit until this 
legislation is passed�that is, that we will continue with this legislation and not get on to the other legislation 
that he advised me were the government�s number one and number two priorities.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: Get over it! Things change!  

Mr M. McGOWAN: Things have not changed. We fully know that the Premier could deal with the gas supply 
legislation that the Leader of the House advised us was his first priority. I fully know that the Premier could 
handle that, with or without his advisers. I put it to the Leader of the House that he misled me earlier today. The 
Leader of the House did not tell me the truth when he said to me that the reason that legislation is not being 
brought on is that the Premier is not ready. I put it to the Leader of the House that that is not true. The Premier is 
totally able to handle that legislation. The one thing the Premier actually knows something about�although his 
judgement is sometimes awry on the issue�is the issue of gas. The Premier�s judgement on this issue was very 
awry when he was critical of the Gorgon gas project back when we were in office. That is something he does 
actually know something about. That piece of legislation is something that I could handle based on the briefings 
I have had on it. All I am saying to the Leader of the House is that he is being very undemocratic and very 
sneaky and is full of subterfuge in what he is doing here right now.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Speaker, I cannot let those comments go unchallenged because they are totally and 
utterly untrue. What I sent to the manager � 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I wonder if the minister who is speaking would be able to advise the chamber which 
part of the clause that is before us he is addressing in his remarks.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: The same as your member. You are a stupid idiot, you really are!  

Mr M. McGowan: He is making the point � 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no discussion on a point of order. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: He cannot make a point of order while there is one � 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: If I could interrupt my own point of order to make a separate point of order, the leader 
of government business just called me a stupid idiot. I know that he is very fond �  

Mr R.F. Johnson: You�re allowed to tell the truth in this place!  

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: He is very fond of saying these types of things about different people in this chamber 
but it is unparliamentary. I ask the Deputy Speaker to make him withdraw.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Which word��stupid� or �idiot�?  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leader of the House, please withdraw the comment. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I withdraw. 

Point of Order Resumed 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Continuing my point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker, it is the duty of the Chair of these 
proceedings to ensure that members make a contribution that is relevant to the debate. The Leader of the House 
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is not addressing the clause. The clause that is in front of us is the matter that is in the notice paper. He was not 
addressing that matter. I ask the Deputy Speaker to bring him back to order.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I am going to allow the Leader of the House to continue to 
address the matters that were raised by the member for Rockingham. Please keep them short, Leader of the 
House.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I would be delighted to. I think it is only fair. The manager of opposition business made 
some comments that led to the conclusion that he felt that I was being untruthful in this chamber and to him in 
relation to � 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The minister seems to be making a personal explanation. He is unable to do that at the 
moment. He can only do that, under the standing orders, when there is no other business before the house. If he 
intends to make a personal explanation, I ask the Deputy Speaker to direct him to comply with the standing 
orders. In the meantime, I draw the Deputy Speaker�s attention to the standing orders and ask that he direct the 
minister to address the matter that is before the chamber.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: What about the manager of opposition business?  

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: You should have raised a point of order! 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I have made my ruling on this. Leader of the House, you 
can continue. Please keep your comments brief.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: All I wanted to say was that in good faith I mentioned to the manager of opposition 
business today that I have changed the order simply for today�s work. The list, which I send to him every week, 
is a list of legislation that we want to deal with this week. It shows no priority, but it is a list of legislation that 
we want to deal with this week. The manager of opposition business had this list today, which listed three bills 
that we want to deal with today�the Criminal Code Amendment (Graffiti) Bill, the Gas Supply (Gas Quality 
Specifications) Bill and the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Amendment Bill. In all honesty, I was 
asked by the Attorney General if I could delay his bill because he had to deal with people to do with the Law 
Society this week. He asked if he could have an hour and a half before we got on to that bill. I said yes. The 
Premier then told me that he would prefer to leave the Gas Supply (Gas Quality Specifications) Bill until later 
on. I have made it quite clear that we intend to get through the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery 
Amendment Bill today, and we will. We will stay here until five in the morning if we have to, my friend. I have 
said that we are going to get through this bill today, and we are. We will deal with the other bills as well.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: We have traversed these matters. We are dealing with the deletion of certain words. 
While we are dealing with the deletion of words, the member for Fremantle has foreshadowed an amendment. It 
is in order to debate all parts of that as we speak now�that is, whether members agree to have the minister�s 
words deleted or whether members want to go with the member for Fremantle�s amendments. That is the 
foreshadowed amendment and that is where our debate should be focused. There have been a lot of 
smokescreens going up. Let us try to focus on that.  

Point of Order 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I will take the Deputy Speaker�s guidance on what he has just told the house; however, 
the Deputy Speaker talked about a foreshadowed amendment. My understanding is that the member for 
Fremantle has moved her amendment. Could the Deputy Speaker please clarify whether that is the case?  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Fremantle has not moved her amendment because the amendment 
that we are dealing with is the minister�s amendment. We have said that to get proper debate on this, the member 
for Fremantle�s foreshadowed amendment could also be debated at this time; otherwise, if it is not done in that 
way and this amendment is passed, her amendment �  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I understand that. I need further clarification, please. Has the minister moved his 
amendment, Mr Deputy Speaker?  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: He has.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: In respect to the clause that is in front of us, a little while ago the minister said that he 
needed the matter dealt with today, but my understanding is that none of these provisions will become operative 
before 1 January. That is my understanding of the matters that have been put so far in debate. When it is said that 
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the matter has to be dealt with today�that is to say that it is to the convenience of the government that the 
matter needs to be dealt with today�it is not within the clause that we are currently considering. I would like the 
minister to confirm that that is the case. The question of the convenience to the government is neither here nor 
there for the house itself, because, as we know, this is the Westminster system and the Parliament sits above the 
government. Whether the government intends something to happen in the house or not, it is for the house itself to 
make its own decisions about whether that provision needs to be agreed or not agreed, or some other matter 
needs to be considered.  

In reply to other members who have raised the correspondence that has been forwarded by the Liberal supporter, 
the Mayor of Joondalup, the minister said that we could not delay this matter because the government needs it 
dealt with today. I am clarifying that when the minister says those words, he is actually referring not to any 
matter that is contained in the bill, but only to the convenience of the executive wing of government of this state; 
and that in fact there is absolutely no provision, item or word in this clause that would prevent the Parliament 
from choosing a different course from the approach that the minister is requiring of us. For example, if we were 
not to pass the provision until November�if we delayed the passage of the provision until November�there 
would be no issue with the administration of the state�s taxation laws or any other matter or with the � 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, sit down a minute. You took a point of order earlier about 
digressing on matters that were not germane to this amendment. Now you are digressing and not talking to the 
amendment. You are digressing about time. That has nothing to do with this amendment. Could you please come 
back to the amendment.  

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Thank you very much. As the Deputy Speaker points out, I need to address the 
provisions of this matter. Can the minister tell me which provision of the words that are currently here on 
page 17 of the notice paper, setting out the amendment that he has moved, requires that the matter be dealt with 
today? Can the minister tell me which word on this piece of paper says that we cannot deal with the matter in 
November? Which word on this piece of paper says that the Parliament cannot take its proper right and proper 
responsibility in dealing with this matter today? Which words and provisions here mean that we cannot deal with 
this �  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: You are wasting my time.  

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The minister can say anything he wants. I want to know from the minister what 
provision in this amendment that he has moved requires the chamber to vote on this legislation today. Those are 
the words that the minister used in this chamber earlier in this debate. I do not understand it, because I have read 
the amendment on the notice paper and the words in it do not reflect the views he conveyed to the chamber. If he 
is saying that it is at the convenience of the government, that is fine. The minister can stand when I have 
finished � 

Point of Order 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: I do not know what that has to do with the substantive amendment before the chamber. The 
member is going on about political time frames and all sorts of things that are irrelevant. I genuinely want to get 
on with the debate on this bill. We will pass this legislation; we will not delay this legislation. We should, in a 
constructive way, get on with the job of debating this bill to pass it.  

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: On the point of order �  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I advise the member for Cannington that there is no debate on a point of order. I ask 
members to concentrate on the amendment before the chamber and not to digress.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I am obliged to you, Mr Deputy Speaker, for drawing my attention to my duty and the 
duty of the minister in this place to look at the words on the notice paper. I would like to know which words on 
page 17 of the notice paper require us to pass this legislation today.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: We will not be delaying the passage of this bill. Some parts of this bill are required to be in 
place prior to January to allow time to bring in the regulations to increase the levy from 1 January. We are now 
in the middle of September. To suggest that I am rushing this legislation through for political reasons is 
incorrect. We need to get on with this debate and pass the legislation in order to get, if members like, all the 
ducks set up in time for 1 January. We have already had some delay with this legislation. We have spent days 
debating it. For the member to say that we are trying to rush through this legislation in some way is incorrect.  

Some parts of this legislation are required to be passed and I am advised that they are clause 3, clause 9 and part 
3. Is the member any better off for that answer? Specifically, clause 3, clause 9 and part 3 of this legislation are 
required to be enacted before 1 January. We are now in the middle of September and we need to pass this 
legislation for it to be operational by 1 January, and that is quite simple. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: I refer to the clause, and so far in this debate I have not heard the minister explain what it 
is proposed his amendment will do. I have heard him talk about the urgency of this legislation, but I have not 
heard him explain the purpose of this amendment. My understanding of what he proposes to do is that it will, in 
effect, defeat the proposed amendment to this clause by the member for Fremantle. Maybe he can explain it to 
us, if that is not case. The member for Fremantle�s proposed amendment is to have the waste levy used entirely 
for waste purposes, which the opposition supports.  

My interpretation of this amendment is that it is to defeat the member for Fremantle�s proposed amendment and 
is to set up an arrangement, because the legislation is coming in six months� later, to allow the Waste Authority 
to get its full entitlement of $13 million or whatever. I think that is what the minister is trying to do via his 
amendment. 
The member for Cannington raised a very good issue about the urgency of clause 7. Whether this clause is 
passed by this chamber today, tomorrow or the next day�I fully expect this legislation to be dealt with this 
week�is absolutely irrelevant. Currently, it is 15 September, and whether it is passed on 16 September or 
17 September is absolutely irrelevant considering the legislation will commence effect on 1 January. There are 
still three and a half months to 1 January, irrespective of whether this legislation is passed on Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday this week. Obviously, the government has the numbers in the upper house and no doubt 
it will get this legislation through, and it will raise for the government in the vicinity of $50 million-plus of tax 
revenue from Western Australians.  
The crucial point is that all the members of Parliament who have an interest in this bill and will be voting for or 
against it are not here today, and the minister knows that. That is the crucial point. The member for 
Kalgoorlie � 
Dr G.G. Jacobs: You�ve been down this track before.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I will say it again. The member for Kalgoorlie�s 30 000 constituents will not be 
represented in the vote on this legislation today. If the member for Kalgoorlie were in this place today, he would 
be able to vote on behalf of his constituents and the government might find that that tax grab would not be forced 
upon Western Australians.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Rockingham is digressing again by referring to why this matter has 
been brought onto the notice paper today. We are not talking about that; we are talking about the minister�s 
amendment and the member for Fremantle�s amendment.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Deputy Speaker, I note that the Leader of the House debated this same issue and you 
allowed him to do so.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I allowed him because he answered you. We have debated it fully. Would the 
member please move on to the amendment. The member has made his point and he has got his message across. I 
have been lenient. The member brought it up and the leader responded. I do not want to traverse it again.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I come back to the clause. I am sure that if members of this place understood fully that 
25 per cent of the forecast levy will go to the Waste Authority and 75 per cent will go to the operations of the 
department, the members who are not here today might be here. They might have realised that a $50 million tax 
grab on Western Australian families is important enough for them to be here. Of course they did not know that 
the conditions contained within this clause and the subsequent amendments would be debated today. 
Accordingly, some members of this place who might otherwise have been here are not here. This government is 
acting in a jackboot and undemocratic way, as it normally does.  

Ms A.S. CARLES: I certainly support what the member for Rockingham said. As a matter of democracy, there 
is absolutely no reason why this legislation cannot be brought on for debate tomorrow. We all know exactly why 
it is being rushed through today. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Fremantle! 

Ms A.S. CARLES: This is a matter of great public importance.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Fremantle, sit down please. I have given a lot of latitude in the debate 
on whether this bill should be debated today, tomorrow or next week. We have heard what the member for 
Rockingham said and what the Leader of the House said. I just warned the member for Rockingham not to 
traverse this question again and now the member for Fremantle is traversing the question again. Would the 
member please refer her comments to the amendment before this chamber.  

Ms A.S. CARLES: I can see the headlines tomorrow: �Member for Kalgoorlie places races ahead of waste 
management�.  
It is important to note that last week the member for Balcatta alluded in his reference to the crux of this 
argument�that is, the 25 per cent or 100 per cent of the forecast levy being used for waste management�to the 
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issue of illegality. I absolutely agree with him. We are calling something a waste levy, and it is simply not. The 
government�s constituents would be horrified if they understood what is going on here today. It is a waste levy 
and it is similar to the emergency services levy. Imagine the public reaction if the government decided to give 
only 25 per cent of that levy to emergency and rip off 75 per cent for superannuation funds or something. That is 
what is going on here.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: It is not for superannuation funds, and the member knows that. We have talked about this.  

Ms A.S. CARLES: No, it is for a different purpose. My point is that the emergency services levy is for that 
purpose and this waste levy should be for the purpose of waste management in this state and it is not. There is an 
issue of illegality in this legislation. Did the minister seek legal advice about calling this a waste levy and asking 
local councils to collect it for the government when it is not a levy, it is a Department of Environment and 
Conservation tax? I would like a response to that question, please.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Advice from the State Solicitor�s Office is that this bill complies and there are no issues 
about the legalities of this bill. We have been through that process; we have had time to go through that process.  

It was suggested by the Deputy Speaker that if this house passed the amendment in my name to delete �must not 
be less than 25% of the forecast levy amount for the financial year� and substituted the words indicated, it would 
negate the foreshadowed amendment of the member for Fremantle, because her proposed amendment would 
result in a 100 per cent hypothecation to the Waste Authority account; in fact, she would not have any 
opportunity to present her amendment. I took advice from the Deputy Speaker that the amendment must read 
�must not be less than ... �, therefore allowing the possibility for the member for Fremantle to move the 
amendment standing in her name to test that. I am surprised that the member thinks that I am being difficult in 
this. I am not at all! Of course, I am keen that the hypothecation of 25-75 per cent should continue, but I was 
guided by the Deputy Speaker in how that should happen. We have heard all sorts of other extraneous issues 
about how this is an undemocratic process because the member for Kalgoorlie is not here. The member for 
Kalgoorlie has been paired.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I turn to the construction of the amendment currently before the house that proposes to 
delete proposed section 79(3B), which reads �  

The amount specified under subsection (3A) must not be less than 25% of the forecast levy amount for 
the financial year. 

The first point is that when this bill was introduced on 18 June, we were almost at the end of the financial year. 
The government was obviously confident that it could get this bill through very quickly, as it did not even bring 
it on. The government then found that it was not able to collect the full amount through the financial year, which 
meant that the percentage that would be taken from the levy to go into the WARR account would be too high. 
The minister wants to remove a key part of proposed section 79(3B), which simply says �25% of the forecast 
levy amount for the financial year� and put in place a two-part amendment fixing the levy for the current 
financial year and then for the future.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: Absolutely. It is an adjustment, and the future is covered by proposed subsection (3B)(b): �in 
any other financial year not less than 25%�. The first part is to acknowledge the fact that we have not introduced 
it yet.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The minister is reading my mind; he is doing very well! That is exactly what I am saying. 
Now, can I get on with it? The minister is not disagreeing with me!  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: What is the deal?  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: If the minister would let me continue, I was explaining what the minister already knows, 
and I am pleased that he is at least on top of that part of the bill. When the minister brought this bill into the 
chamber in June, if he had done his homework he would have known that he would have great difficulty getting 
it through before August-September.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: Let us move on then.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: This comes to why the minister is moving this amendment. The minister should have 
recognised in June that the legislation to implement what he wanted to do would not be passed, unless he 
intended doing it retrospectively. The minister could have upped the levy, because he could have done that 
without this bill, and then he could have collected the money and split that up into the amount that would go to 
the department and the amount that would come out and go into the WARR account, which is the 25 per cent the 
minister is talking about here. I am not explaining anything that the minister does not agree with, and that is the 
reason for the amendment that the minister is moving. However, I am adding an extra point, which is that the 
minister should have realised at that stage that he potentially had a problem getting the legislation passed 
because people would very soon recognise that this bill had nothing to do with the environment, with avoidance 
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of waste and waste recovery but was simply and purely a tax. In the minister�s last contribution to the house�
perhaps it was a Freudian slip and he did not mean to say it�if we take the minister at his word, he supported 
that. The minister said it was about the hypothecation of 25-75 per cent! The bill does not say that, but that is 
what the opposition has been saying that the government is about. The tricky wording in the bill is that it �must 
not be less than 25%�. The minister has stated that only 25 per cent will be going to the WARR account, not 
25 per cent or more as the bill allows. The minister wants the 75 per cent as tax to go into general revenue, and 
his own words have supported that argument. Perhaps the minister did not mean that, but that is what his words 
support. This bill has nothing to do with guaranteeing �at least� 25 per cent of the levy; it is about guaranteeing 
�only� 25 per cent and not a dollar more! This amendment is further evidence that this is simply a tax and has 
nothing to do with trying to reduce the amount of waste that is going to landfill and having waste recovery 
systems in place. That is why the opposition will oppose the minister�s amendment. While the amendment is just 
an update to take account of the late implementation, it implements what the government wants and we oppose 
that.  

Mr P. PAPALIA: I am interested to hear a better explanation from the minister in response to the question 
asked by the member for Fremantle on whether or not what the minister is doing is legal. The minister gave a 
pretty disingenuous answer: yes, it is legal now! However, the reason the minister is having to move this 
amendment is that when this levy was announced months ago, the government, in its typically ham-fisted 
manner, came out and announced it would take a levy that was designed to support environmental outcomes and 
use it to fill the gap from the government�s three per cent efficiency cuts. We know that because in this place the 
Treasurer came out and attacked members of the local government sector for daring to suggest that what the 
government was intending to do at that time was illegal. The Treasurer of the State of Western Australia attacked 
the president of the Western Australian Local Government Association for having the temerity to suggest that 
perhaps the Minister for Environment should have a think, take a breath, assess whether or not what she was 
proposing was legal, seek some legal advice and then come back and try again. The Treasurer attacked the 
president of WALGA at the time and suggested that he was somehow fomenting civil disobedience. The 
Treasurer was suggesting that Bill Mitchell was running around telling people that they should be setting fire to 
tyres in the streets. 

Point of Order 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member on his feet is not talking to the amendment before the house.  

Mr A.J. Carpenter: Yes he is. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No he is not, I am afraid, and I am sure that the Acting Speaker will take that view.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): The member for Warnbro will restrict his comments to the 
amendment. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: I will restrict my comments entirely to the amendment that we are speaking to because it 
relates to the fact that the minister came slinking and skulking through the doors of this place today to request 
that we approve an amendment to enable him to prevent the member for Fremantle � 

Point of Order 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: �Skulking� and �slinking� are unparliamentary words. The member knows that I did not 
slink in here today because he asked me two questions today in question time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The member for Warnbro used the word �skulking�, which is a form of walking. I would 
not have thought that a form of walking would be unparliamentary. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Although I feel that the member�s language was not unparliamentary, I am sure that 
if the member tried, he could come up with some better words. I ask the member to return to the debate on the 
amendment. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr P. PAPALIA: I am getting concerned because if I have to constrain myself to the vocabulary of the leader of 
government business, it will be a fairly boring debate. Apart from anything else, it will not be very descriptive or 
give us an indication of what the minister has done today. He has come into this place in a completely 
disingenuous fashion and suggested that he is occupying the moral high ground. He is upset with us for delaying 
him by asking, on behalf of the people of Western Australia, why he is stealing 75 per cent of the 300 per cent 
increase to the levy � 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! I remind the member to keep the debate to the amendment we are discussing. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: I will try to return to the reason why I stood and asked the minister a question. The member 
for Fremantle asked the minister about the legalities of what he is doing. He knows full well that the only reason 



 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 15 September 2009] 6961 

 

we are debating this subject at this time is that the Minister for Environment in the other place acted without 
seeking appropriate legal advice in April and announced a 300 per cent increase in the levy and then found out 
subsequently that she was acting illegally. The minister is trying to do a backflip and to cover up her failure. The 
member for Fremantle�s question is legitimate and it deserves a response from the minister. It is deserving also 
of the minister attributing a little more seriousness to his response rather than standing and being dismissive and 
ham-fisted and behaving in exactly the same manner that the Minister for Environment acted when she made her 
original announcement. 

Question to be Put 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I move � 

That the question be now put. 

Question put and a division taken with the following result � 
Ayes (29) 

Mr P. Abetz Dr E. Constable Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr F.A. Alban Mr M.J. Cowper Mr R.F. Johnson Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A. Krsticevic Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.M. Francis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr I.M. Britza Mr B.J. Grylls Mr P.T. Miles Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Ms A.R. Mitchell  
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mrs L.M. Harvey Dr M.D. Nahan  
Mr V.A. Catania Mr A.P. Jacob Mr C.C. Porter  

Noes (28) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Ms A.S. Carles Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr A.J. Waddell 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr M.P. Whitely 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mrs C.A. Martin Mrs M.H. Roberts Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr A.P. O�Gorman Mr T.G. Stephens Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 

Question thus passed. 

Consideration in Detail Resumed 

Amendment (deletion of words) put and a division taken with the following result � 
Ayes (29) 

Mr P. Abetz Dr E. Constable Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr F.A. Alban Mr M.J. Cowper Mr R.F. Johnson Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A. Krsticevic Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.M. Francis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr I.M. Britza Mr B.J. Grylls Mr P.T. Miles Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Ms A.R. Mitchell  
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mrs L.M. Harvey Dr M.D. Nahan  
Mr V.A. Catania Mr A.P. Jacob Mr C.C. Porter  

Noes (28) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Ms A.S. Carles Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr A.J. Waddell 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr M.P. Whitely 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mrs C.A. Martin Mrs M.H. Roberts Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr A.P. O�Gorman Mr T.G. Stephens Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 

Amendment thus passed.  

The SPEAKER: The question is that the balance of the amendment be deleted, the words being �25% of the 
forecast levy amount for the financial year�. 

Amendment (deletion of words) put and passed. 
The SPEAKER: We now move to the insertion of the following words � 

must be as follows � 

(a) in the financial year ending 30 June 2010 � an amount not less than the difference 
between 25% of the forecast levy amount for that financial year and the amount of 
levy paid or payable for the period 1 July 2009 to 31 December 2009; 
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(b) in any other financial year � not less than 25% of the forecast levy amount for the 
financial year. 

Point of Order 

Mr M. McGOWAN: My understanding is that we are still able to debate the remainder of this clause and that 
the division was on the early part of this clause rather than the remainder of it. We are therefore able now to 
debate this clause. Mr Speaker, had you put that to a vote, it would have meant that we could not debate it.  

The SPEAKER: We have already agreed to delete the words. I am simply putting to the house now the words 
that are to be substituted. If a member wishes to rise and speak to that, that is quite in order.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The fact that we are now debating this clause means that we are no longer able to debate 
the amendment moved by the member for Fremantle. What a message that sends.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): Members, would you please reduce the volume of your dialogue. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The member for Fremantle, a brand-new member, came into the house with a very 
sensible amendment. We did not get to discuss her amendment to this legislation. Instead, we have to discuss the 
minister�s amendment to the legislation. Let us be absolutely plain about what the minister�s legislation is: it is a 
tax grab on ordinary Western Australian families. What makes it far worse is the fact that the government has 
gagged debate and taken this matter to a vote in a hurry while the member for Kalgoorlie is not here to exercise 
his democratic right. It is an absolute disgrace and a shame that this government acts in this manner in this 
Parliament, which is the highest democratic body in the state. The member for Kalgoorlie should take great note 
of the way the government has treated his vote in this house and the way it takes him for granted. When he 
decides that he does not like something that the government is doing by way of a tax grab on ordinary Western 
Australian families, the government brings on debate on the legislation on a day when he is not here but out in 
his constituency doing constituency work. He should take great note of this management of the Parliament that 
the government engages in. 

This is one of the key clauses of this piece of legislation because it ensures, as the member for Balcatta said, that 
only 25 per cent of the levy will go to the Waste Authority and 75 per cent, as a tax grab, will go to the 
operations of the Department of Environment and Conservation, because the government has ripped all that 
money out of the environment agency�all those tens of millions of dollars. It is the one agency that has copped 
it in the neck worse than all the others. All the agencies that put in place approvals in our state, all the agencies 
that police our state and all the agencies that provide health care services for our state have copped it, but one 
agency has copped it more than any other, and that is the Department of Environment and Conservation. It has 
copped it right in the neck with tens of millions of dollars ripped out of its budget. This clause makes that 
happen. It tops it with a grab on Western Australian families, including my family living in Rockingham and all 
the people living in my street in Rockingham. This is the clause that does that. I would have thought that this 
would be something that every member of this house should have the right to vote on and that the matter should 
not have been rushed, so that all members could have voted on it. The reason the government has brought this on 
in the way it has is that it was very unsure about whether it would win the vote, because the member for Alfred 
Cove worked out what the government was up to, as did the member for Fremantle and the member for 
Kalgoorlie. Had the member for North West stayed true to the people who elected him, the government would 
have suffered a defeat. That is the truth of the matter. Government members can go to their constituencies and 
explain it to people when their bills go up by $25 minimum, and that is on top of the other imposts of up to 
$1 000 a household. That might not mean much to a wealthy doctor from Esperance. As I have said, I like the 
minister, but he is a wealthy doctor from Esperance and his constituents do not pay it. My constituents do pay it, 
and I am not a wealthy doctor.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: You are a wealthy lawyer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I can assure the minister I am not one of those either. He should check the parliamentary 
financial interests register. I have one house, which is the one I live in, no shares and nothing else. I have three 
children and a wife to support. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: I have five. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I think I am well rewarded for what I do, because I love it. I am not quite in the category 
of Fred Daly, who would have done it without pay, but I like what I do and I enjoy this place. However, on top 
of everything else the government has done, this legislation will rip money out of the wallets of ordinary families 
across the metropolitan area of this state.  

Mr P. PAPALIA: I would like to hear more from the member for Rockingham, please.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is a tearing of money out of the wallets � 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Rockingham, there is a point of order. 

Point of Order 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am very happy to hear the member for Rockingham, but I would ask him to address the 
amendment before the house�that is, the words to be inserted�and to not go on about the personal finances of 
himself, the minister, or anybody else. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): Would the member for Rockingham please keep his comments to 
the amendment we are debating. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I thank the Acting Speaker for her very wise ruling. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Take note of it! 

Debate Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: When people are taxed an amount of money, it of course comes out of someone�s wallet; 
namely, the millions of people who live around the metropolitan area who will be paying this levy because of the 
government�s actions.  

I thought that the member for Fremantle asked the minister some very pertinent questions about legal advice he 
received, but he did not answer the question about the validity of this clause. I thought the member for Fremantle 
had given the minister a lot of warning that she was going to ask that question, and the minister indicated that he 
had received some advice from the State Solicitor�s Office. He did not elaborate on the advice received, just that 
it was all okay. That was probably the extent of the minister�s answer. The question that the member for 
Fremantle asked about whether the payment referred to in this clause was valid was interesting. Considering 
what the government is doing to families in the electorates of all metropolitan members of this house, the 
government needs to provide us with more than that small bit of information that it is all okay. The minister can 
provide us with far greater information than that. Will the minister provide us with more comprehensive advice 
on the legality of these laws? I expect the member for Fremantle might have some further questions on that. 

Mr C.J. TALLENTIRE: This clause highlights a number of things, one of which is the legality of it. But, to 
me, this clause demonstrates a case of financial mismanagement. We know that the Waste Authority has serious 
demands on its reserves; it has a number of projects it has to deliver on. From a reading of the minutes of the 
August meeting of the Waste Authority, we can see that that body does not receive sufficient funding already. If 
we are talking about constraining the funding to that body, as outlined in these clauses, to an amount of not less 
than the difference between 25 per cent of the forecast levy for this period and then, later on, not less than 
25 per cent�we have also heard that in fact it will be only 25 per cent�then it will have some serious problems 
in undertaking the various projects and dealing with commitments made at a national level. The Environment 
Protection and Heritage Council has already asked Western Australia for a five per cent contribution to things 
such as the exploration of a national container deposit system, and also for it to contribute to the national 
packaging covenant mark 3. When we have those sorts of demands from the federal agency, it should be very 
clear how the present budgetary arrangements will meet those demands, and how it can be guaranteed that we 
will be able to meet those demands into the future. Given the information that has been presented to us today, 
other aspects cannot be clearly resolved.  

A moment ago I referred to the minutes of the Waste Authority�s August meeting, which very clearly identified 
that the revenue stream was already down. The advice was that from April to June 2009, the levy returns on inert 
landfill were down by $82 000 on the previous quarter, and down by $168 000 on the previous quarter for 
putrescible waste. That means we have some serious funding problems. How can we possibly be talking about 
constraining funds to the Waste Authority to only 25 per cent of the total amount of funding raised through this 
levy? These minutes demonstrate that these amendments would cause some serious financial mismanagement. It 
is already evident that the government�s commitment to a key environmental issue is absolutely minimal, and 
almost despising of the need to fund environmental concerns. The government does not take seriously its 
commitment to funding the Environmental Protection Authority and the Department of Environment and 
Conservation. It is leaving the funding of those agencies to the vagaries of a revenue stream that the government 
states will be decreasing in the future. It wants that revenue stream to decrease because it wants the waste stream 
to decrease. There are so many vagaries about this proposed supply of funding to the Waste Authority that the 
amendments that are before us, and indeed the tone of the whole bill before us, mean that we will be in very 
serious trouble when it comes to waste management. The ideal of waste avoidance and resource recovery will be 
completely beyond us. It really does fall on the minister to present some serious financial analysis that shows 
that the revenue streams that would come about if this amendment was to go through would be adequate for the 
Waste Authority to deal with its many, many responsibilities. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: A lot was encompassed in that debate; not much of it was relevant, but I will pick up on a 
couple of things that were said.  
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In answer to the member for Rockingham, the advice that I have received from the State Solicitor�s Office�the 
member for Rockingham is not listening so he will probably ask me again later!�was that the legislative 
amendments had to be in place prior to the 300 per cent increase in the levy, and, on that basis, the increase will 
be valid. 

In answer to the member for Gosnells, the Western Australian waste strategy sets out the strategic direction. The 
member asked about the container deposit scheme, and it is important to say that the WA waste strategy sets out 
the strategic direction for waste management and will address the issues raised by the member, such as extended 
producer responsibility. 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: Will it fund it? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: The waste management strategy will address the issues raised by the member, such as 
extended producer responsibility. The strategic direction will incorporate and explore the issue of extended 
producer responsibility. 

Ms A.S. CARLES: The minister just referred to the legal advice that he sought on a timing issue and stated that 
the amendments in the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Amendment Bill 2009 had to be in place prior 
to the 300 per cent increase in the levy. That is not what I was alluding to when I talked about the illegality of 
this waste levy. I was talking about the waste levy being set up under the waste avoidance and resource recovery 
legislation and going 100 per cent into the WARR account. The proposed amendment would direct 75 per cent 
of that money to an entirely different purpose. Has the minister sought the State Solicitor�s advice about whether 
it is legal to change the purpose of that waste levy? I would appreciate it if the minister tabled the legal advice. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: In answer to the member for Fremantle, I am advised that this is covered by the levy act, 
which places a levy on the disposal of waste. It does not specify how the funds should be used. This levy is about 
a disincentive to create landfill waste and encouraging recycling; it is nothing more and nothing less. The State 
Solicitor�s advice was that when the legislative amendments are in place, the increase will be valid.  

Ms A.S. CARLES: The minister does not see any problem with ratepayers having to pay a waste levy that is 
ultimately a tax for the DEC. Can the minister honestly not see the inherent problem here?  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I have been following this debate very closely, as members would know. This clause 
that we are debating is the crux of this whole legislation. This debate is about how the dollars that will be 
delivered through this levy will be distributed, and under what guise. The guise can be found in this legislation. 
This legislation is the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Amendment Bill. The intent of the original 
bill�which I had carriage of through this place as the then Minister for the Environment�was to set up an 
appropriate framework by which this state could deliver better outcomes for waste avoidance and recovery. That 
was the intent of the bill that I took through this place in 2007. This clause seeks to distribute moneys that have 
been collected and advertised as being for a waste levy. However, the government is now saying that not all the 
moneys that will be raised by this levy will be used for that purpose. Up to 75 per cent of the moneys that will be 
raised by this levy will be hived off for possibly totally unrelated purposes. The member for Fremantle and 
members on this side have been very clear about the intent of this bill. I do not know how they can be any 
clearer. This bill is a revenue-raising measure to prop up the core business of the Department of Environment 
and Conservation. I do not know how the minister and the government can argue�despite any State Solicitor�s 
advice that they may have�that this bill is presenting to taxpayers and ratepayers, in a transparent way, what 
this money will be used for. That is the point of the argument from the opposition and the member for Fremantle. 
This is a real scam. I have called it a dead cat. This is a scam. I think the minister understands and knows that. 
The minister representing the Minister for Environment is trying to paint over this in any way that he can to 
show that it is not a scam. He is trying to paper over the bumps and the lumps and the gaps�the chasms�that 
exist in the bill. However, irrespective of how the minister might try to paint or paper over it, or spray it, or give 
it a new smell and a rosy title, the fact of the matter is that the minister is, through this particular clause, 
hoodwinking the people of Western Australia. The minister is hoodwinking them absolutely. 

Mr M. McGowan: May I interject? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Of course! I welcome the member�s interjection! 

Mr M. McGowan: I think it would be fair to say it is a dead dog! 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: The member has given me an interesting line of flavour!  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: Don�t waste time, member for Mandurah!  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I hope members will give me a bit more time to reflect on that, because I have a few 
more comments that I would be very keen to make if I were given the opportunity. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Madam Acting Speaker, I would really like to hear more from the member for Mandurah. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I thank members for their strong support for the continuation of my remarks. 
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I want to outline some of the history of this debate, and this is very important, because this is the crux of this 
whole legislation. Back in May during the estimates debate, we discovered, when we were examining this 
proposal by the Treasurer and the Minister for Environment with regard to how this levy would be used�in fact, 
how this levy would be bastardised in terms of its intention � 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: You are going over old ground, member for Mandurah. This is old ground. This is very dead. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: No. This is very important. We had to arm-wrestle a letter off the minister last week. 
That took us 45 to 50 minutes or so � 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: And it did not tell you anything more than what I had actually said! 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I notice that the minister has come very well prepared today, because everything he 
says now is from handwritten notes!  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: What do you think I am�a slow learner? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I am very impressed! I also note the debacle that occurred last week when the 
minister was handling this bill, in close consultation with the Minister for Environment, who was out in the 
corridor, and when the government was shown up for its ineptness�not only in handling this bill, but also in 
handling the business of this place. I know that the Minister for Water is an honest man. The minister is an 
honest man, and I like him; and I have said that before. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: You�ve got me worried now! 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I think the minister should be honest and say, �Yes, I have this terrible job that I have 
to do. I have this dog of a bill, this cat of a bill�this stinking mess of a bill�to handle. We are changing the 
intention of this levy to allow this levy to be used for purposes other than the original purpose. That is what we 
are doing, and we have the right to do that as a government.� That is right. The government does have the right 
to do that. But what the government does not have the right to do�in my view and in the view of the member 
for Fremantle, and others�is hoodwink the people of Western Australia. The minister has to tell the truth. The 
minister has to say to the people of Western Australia, �We have a problem with our budget. We have to boost 
the budget for the Department of Environment and Conservation. So we are not going to spend all the money 
that is intended to be raised by the levy on the purposes for which the levy was established. We are not going to 
do that. We want to be honest and open about this. We are going to use some of the funds from the levy to prop 
up the DEC, because in that way we can try to balance the budget, as has been requested by the Premier and 
ultimately by the Treasurer.� If the minister said that, he would be honest and he would be telling the truth; and 
he would not then be subject to this carnivorous attack by the opposition and by the member for Fremantle, and 
others. I think we would then probably be able to go away from this place accepting that the government is the 
government and it has the right to do this. But the minister and the government should not try to dress this up and 
paint or paper over it. They should not do that. We will be reminding the people of Western Australia time and 
again that this is an attempt by the government to hoodwink the taxpayers of the state and to prop up a 
department with ill-gained moneys. That is really the intention of our questioning about the legality of this 
matter.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: Will you take an interjection? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I have only 36 seconds left, and I am sure the minister does not want to hear any 
more from me at the moment. What do they do in New South Wales with 50 per cent of the levy? They put it 
into consolidated revenue!  
Dr G.G. Jacobs interjected. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: We are talking about Western Australia. We are talking about this state.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: Yes, but you are making out that there is some illegality here.  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: It is a pity that the minister would not table the State Solicitor�s advice. It would be 
interesting if the minister did that. The minister is relying on that from a legal perspective.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: What would the member�s comment be on the New South Wales jurisdiction?  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I bet the minister will not table the State Solicitor�s advice. I urge the minister to do 
that.  
Mr A.P. O�GORMAN: I have a question that I would like to put to the minister. I hope that he will not be as 
arrogant with my question as he was with the question from the member for Fremantle. The minister just sat in 
his chair and refused to answer it. A number of waste operators in my electorate who pick up mini skips and 
those sorts of things have come to me. Those operators are quite concerned about this levy and the extra cost it is 
going to add to their businesses.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: What businesses are they, member for Joondalup?  
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Mr A.P. O�GORMAN: Mini bins, waste bins, skips�all those sorts of things. Those operators have a concern 
that this extra levy is going to put their prices up to such a level that it will impact on their businesses. In one 
instance it was not a member of my electorate, it was a member from the member for Ocean Reef�s electorate. 
He went to the member for Ocean Reef and was not happy with the answer he got. Has the minister done any 
economic impact study on how it will affect private operators? How many of them will have to put off 
employees? How many of them might have to put trucks off the road? What impact might that have on our 
environment and our landfill when waste starts getting dumped by the side of the road? They believe that those 
sorts of things will happen. I know the minister will say there are fines et cetera for dumping on the side of the 
road, but, realistically, if I am doing renovations or a front garden or something, a bin is going to cost me a large 
sum of money. Realistically, the minister has to expect that we will see waste along the roadside. How is this 
helping the environment and what impact study has been done, if any?  

Question to be Put 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I move � 

That the question be now put.  

Question put and a division taken with the following result � 
Ayes (28) 

Mr P. Abetz Mr V.A. Catania Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell 
Mr F.A. Alban Dr E. Constable Mr A.P. Jacob Dr M.D. Nahan 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr M.J. Cowper Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr C.C. Porter 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.H.D. Day Mr R.F. Johnson Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.M. Britza Mr J.M. Francis Mr A. Krsticevic Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr B.J. Grylls Mr W.R. Marmion Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Dr K.D. Hames Mr P.T. Miles Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 

Noes (27) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr P. Papalia Mr A.J. Waddell 
Ms A.S. Carles Mr F.M. Logan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mrs M.H. Roberts Dr J.M. Woollard 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mrs C.A. Martin Ms R. Saffioti Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr M.P. Murray Mr T.G. Stephens Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr A.P. O�Gorman Mr C.J. Tallentire  

            

Pair 

 Mr A.J. Simpson Mr J.R. Quigley  

Question thus passed.  

Consideration in Detail Resumed 

Amendment (insertion of words) put and a division taken with the following result � 
Ayes (28) 

Mr P. Abetz Mr V.A. Catania Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell 
Mr F.A. Alban Dr E. Constable Mr A.P. Jacob Dr M.D. Nahan 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr M.J. Cowper Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr C.C. Porter 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.H.D. Day Mr R.F. Johnson Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.M. Britza Mr J.M. Francis Mr A. Krsticevic Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr B.J. Grylls Mr W.R. Marmion Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Dr K.D. Hames Mr P.T. Miles Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 

Noes (27) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr P. Papalia Mr A.J. Waddell 
Ms A.S. Carles Mr F.M. Logan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mrs M.H. Roberts Dr J.M. Woollard 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mrs C.A. Martin Ms R. Saffioti Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr M.P. Murray Mr T.G. Stephens Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr A.P. O�Gorman Mr C.J. Tallentire  

            

Pair 

 Mr A.J. Simpson Mr J.R. Quigley  

Amendment thus passed.  
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Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Clause 7 has just been amended, but the effect on the overall bill is that it will be the same 
as new subsection (3B). I refer members to clause 7(2). New subsection (3A) directs that in each financial year 
there is to be credited to the waste avoidance and resource recovery account such amount of the levy credited to 
the department�s operating account. Therefore, the money collected from the waste levy goes to the department�s 
operating account. New subsection (3B) states that the amount specified under subsection (3A) must be not less 
than 25 per cent of the forecast levy amount for the financial year. 

Out of the levy that goes into the department�s operating account 25 per cent�the bill states that at least 25 per 
cent, and we know that the government�s intention is that it will be 25 per cent�goes into the WARR account, 
which is where the entire levy should go, but I will not get into that argument again.  

The point with new subsection (3B), which has just been amended, is that it is not less than 25 per cent of the 
forecast levy amount. What is the forecast levy amount?  

Mr R.F. Johnson: I want to adjourn this debate now and it will be brought on for debate later today.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Can I just finish what I have to say? I will only be about five minutes. 

The forecast levy amount is defined in new subsection (3C). When we come back to the debate on this bill I 
hope the minister will be able to tell me what ability there is within this new subsection to manipulate the 
definition of �forecast levy amount�. New subsection (3C) includes two paragraphs that define, for the purpose 
of new subsection (3B) the �forecast levy amount�. New paragraph (a) states � 

the estimate of the levy amount for the financial year set out in the budget papers for that financial year 
tabled in the Legislative Assembly;  

That is fairly clear. We will be able to pick up from the financial papers what that amount is. New paragraph (b) 
states � 

if another means of determining the forecast levy amount for the financial year is prescribed � the 
forecast levy amount determined by those means.  

That leaves the gate wide open, because the government could at any time declare that a whole lot of other costs 
can be taken out of the levy. The forecast levy amount would then be defined as the levy collected less these 
other amounts. We could end up with less than 25 per cent of the levy. For example, there might be need for a 
whole new computer system to manage the levy collection. The government of the day could decide to take all 
the money collected from the levy and take out of it the $2 million required for the new computer system and 
then define the balance as the forecast levy amount. Therefore, 25 per cent of that amount would be much less 
than 25 per cent of the total levy collected. When the debate on this bill is resumed, I would like the minister to 
explain what controls are in place over how subsection (3C)(b) can be used.  

The whole bill is simply a manipulation of the system. The government is using smoke and mirrors to increase 
the taxation on ordinary families. It is trying to sell this legislation to Western Australian taxpayers as a means of 
dealing with waste recovery and waste recycling. We know that it has absolutely nothing to do with that. It will 
result in less money.  

This government is establishing a track record in trying to con people by saying that an extra levy increase is 
something that it is not�it is a tax and it is absolutely clear that it has nothing to do with improving waste 
recovery and waste recycling. As the government has been caught out trying to deceive, the opposition needs to 
know, to the extent that the minister is able to explain it�he has not been too good at explaining things so far�
to what extent he, or any future minister who has responsibility for waste management, will be able to use new 
subsection (3C)(b) to hive off money from the levy and redefine the forecast levy amount and, therefore, have 
less go in.  

In another part of this bill we know that the government is hiving off the administrative money that previously 
did not come from the levy, but came from consolidated revenue. This legislation will provide that the 
administrative costs are paid for out of the levy, reducing the amount available to run the programs that the levy 
is to be used for. The government is stealing more money out of taxpayers� pockets. How do we know that new 
subsection (3C)(b) will not be used for another rort; that is, by redefining the forecast levy amount, it can make 
sure that even less goes in. I hope that when this debate resumes we will get some decent answers from the 
minister about why new paragraph (b) is included in this bill.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House).  

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT (GRAFFITI) BILL 2009 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 10 September. 
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Point of Order 

Mr M. McGOWAN: My point of order is that the member for Perth, who I understand wishes to speak on this 
bill, is not in his seat and I want to make sure that he has the opportunity to speak on this legislation.  

The SPEAKER: A very coherent point of order. Members, the question is that the bill be now read a second 
time. The member for Perth.  

Debate Resumed 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [5.06 pm]: I am delighted that finally I have the chance to speak to the Criminal Code 
Amendment (Graffiti) Bill 2009, although there has been a sudden change to the batting order. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: You were complaining earlier that it had not come on for debate. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: I wanted to deal with the minister earlier, but he went to the back of the chamber. He would not 
stay at the table of the house. He gave up. I did not have the chance to have a go at him properly about container 
deposit legislation. Therefore, I will go back to him later when debate resumes on that legislation.  

I am now talking about graffiti. I urge the government to tread cautiously with this bill, which the opposition 
supports. The comments that have been made by some members indicate that they fail to understand the 
difference between art and graffiti art. I was alarmed by the statements of some members that all graffiti was, by 
its very nature, illegal and should be stamped out.  

To consider the first appearance of basic graffiti art in this state we need look no further than at the Burrup rock 
art. Initially people might have judged that artwork as graffiti. It was put on walls and areas of ceremonial and 
sacred significance. Today we know that much, if not all, of the Burrup rock art is incredibly important. I add 
that in terms of a contemporary context. 

I refer to the development site next to my electorate office in William Street. The area has had a tremendous 
renaissance, with the plane trees and the paving of the Town of Vincent and now the City of Perth is continuing 
that further. While the development is being prepared on the site next door to my office, there are huge expanses 
of bare walls, including along the side of my electorate office. The owners of the development site encouraged 
graffiti artists to come in and undertake particular art on this site to ensure that it would not be subject to graffiti 
that we would regard more as vandalism; that is, graffiti that we should term illegal, which it is hoped will be not 
only eliminated but also deterred by the passage of this bill. 

As legislators we must realise that the best legislation is about not the penalties that should be put in place, but 
about the lack of provision for convictions. The legislation should be so good that it is embraced by the 
community as a whole because it encapsulates and provides a deterrent. That is the true value of good 
legislation. I certainly hope that that is what this legislation will do.  

Some incredibly talented artists have painted the rear wall of the development block next to my office, an 
expanse of about 40 metres. I regard it to be significant and beautiful art, but it is graffiti. It has been done with 
the use of spray cans and other instruments which, through this legislation, we are trying to ban. Rather than 
prohibit the sale of the actual implements, such as cans of spray paint, surely we need to target the use of those 
implements? In our society today we seem to take the easy way out in many things: confiscating hoons� cars, 
with some people in this place seeing the answer in squelching and squashing every car they see, whereas we 
should be looking at the offending behaviour rather than cars people are using. And in other social issues, such 
as drugs, we should be looking at misuse, not use.  

Members should look at the wonderful artwork in the inner city area of Perth. One of the artists who was 
working there this week relayed a story to me about one of the younger artists who tragically died in the same 
week that the suicide strategy was launched. I should say �relaunched� because the original strategy was worked 
on last year and was launched by the previous government. Rather than proposing solutions, the government 
seems to be relaunching strategies. I was told about the young artist who had taken his life; he was one of a 
number of artists who was working responsibly in art but in the milieu of graffiti as a form of art alongside 
impressionism, expressionism, dadaism and other forms of art. Graffiti, when used responsibly and properly, is a 
form of art. These young artists came to me and said that in about three weeks they want to create a memorial to 
this younger fellow artist who has died. This legislation needs to differentiate between graffiti per se and the 
misuse of graffiti.  

This legislation is important and one of its important aspects relates to the selling of graffiti implements to 
children. Again, I caution members about the application of this legislation in the sale of spray paint, pen or 
marker pen with a tip of more than six millimetres wide. Many genuine artists and many people at the wonderful 
schools in my electorate use these implements. Under the Barnett government there are no longer any high 
schools located in the electorate of Perth. The electoral commissioner has moved Mount Lawley Senior High 
School with its wonderful art facilities and Perth Modern School slightly outside the electorate. However, within 



 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 15 September 2009] 6969 

 

those school grounds, minors will be using the graffiti implements that are referred to in this bill: cans of spray 
paint, pen or marker pens with a tip more than six millimetres wide. Making a new criminal offence for a person 
to sell a graffiti implement to a child is something I will follow up in consideration in detail to make sure that 
safeguards are in place so that teachers or others in a remote or regional school, because of the education budget 
cuts of this government, who are selling art implements to the students will not become victims under this 
legislation.  

I was very lucky on Sunday to attend the opening at another wonderful school�Carmel School�of the 
wonderful Kadima arts and drama centre primarily for students in Western Australia of the Jewish faith. Carmel 
School is an amazing facility. Many of my friends in the Jewish community have attended Carmel School, which 
was first founded some 50 years ago in the electorate of Perth in Brisbane Street�it was the very first Jewish 
school in Western Australia�then it moved out to the Dianella site where it is today. My federal colleague and 
friend Hon Stephen Smith, the federal member for Perth�probably our best foreign minister ever�had the 
honour of officially opening this new arts and drama facility as part of Carmel School. I am raising that matter 
because within that amazing facility we saw some of the students� work on display. Under this legislation those 
secondary students would be regarded as minors, as children, and they are producing some pretty provocative 
contemporary art using what this legislation terms as graffiti implements. It is very important that this legislation 
not target the correct use of art implements�using spray paint is very much a valid use of an artistic 
implement�but targets their misuse. It is very important that within the bill and also the regulations that we do 
not have overzealous police ministers or Attorneys General�after they have eliminated wonderful art projects in 
proceeds of crime funding�declaring a fatwa on all artistic implements.  

All members know the wonderful role that public art plays in crime prevention in this state. All of the research 
on place management shows that public art has a great benefit. The border surrounding the Perth Arena 
development in my electorate�that other wonderful commitment from the previous state Labor government�
has some pretty amazing graffiti art. The rationale for using graffiti art in a responsible way is that it deters 
vandalism, and by �vandalism� I mean graffiti that does not make an artistic statement and is there purely to 
vandalise. By embracing the work of true graffiti artists on the border around Perth Arena, we do not see any 
graffiti that is of a vandalistic nature. Construction on the internal lift wells on the Perth Arena site has reached 
four or five floors and we do not see graffiti on those. Modern place management and modern development 
practice uses proper artwork to deter vandalism and non-artistic graffiti. It is very important that we are mindful 
of these issues.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: There is a very innovative project in an underground car park in a block of units that I think is 
in the member�s electorate. Is the member aware of how that came about?  

Mr J.N. HYDE: I am very much aware of that. We went to that opening on a Sunday morning two or three 
weeks ago. I thank the member for Girrawheen for that very welcome interjection. It was done in a responsible 
way. That should be an example to all of us. Graffiti is very much like interjections: there can be good 
interjections and bad vandal-type interjections. The member for Girrawheen, as always, illustrated in question 
time perhaps a non-artistic � 

Ms M.M. Quirk: I think it should be based on whether or not it is funny. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: That would have artistic merit as well. Luckily, it is not the member or I who decides that; it is 
up to the wisdom of the Speaker to decide whether the comedic value of a member�s interjection meets the test. 
On this occasion, the Speaker has allowed the member for Girrawheen�s interjection regarding the underground 
car park in the CBD. Some skilful workers and clients come in and out of that car park all day. A broad, bare 
concrete environment is not a welcoming environment. It is a matter of looking at the sense of place, and car 
parks have a sense of place. Graffiti artists and modern artists were encouraged to create artworks for the car 
park. It is the same as the way we look at the Catholic Church in Italy during the Middle Ages. I visited Padova 
in Italy where there was some amazing work�I am seeking a learned interjection�was it Bellini? It was not 
Michelangelo�s dome fresco. We have some very basic artwork on the dome in this place; it is more in the 
Federation style rather than the Italian Renaissance style. Now that I am not allowed to look at my laptop during 
question time, I must stare at the ceiling. I noted today, Leader of the Opposition, that we do not have Italian 
frescos. 

Ms J.M. Freeman: The artwork you saw in that the car park was featured in The West Australian. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: It was on Stateline too. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: That is right. It was lauded and applauded. We have seen graffiti welcomed in the community. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Under this legislation, how will a seller be able to distinguish the purpose for which the artist 
intends to use the implement or the spray can? 
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Mr J.N. HYDE: That is a very good question from the shadow Minister for Police. I hope that she will be as 
assiduous as I will be during the consideration in detail stage. We do not want sellers of these implements to 
say�just as we have seen with some sly-grog traders�that they did not know what it would be used for. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: You have a large outlet near your electorate office in William Street that sells that type of 
paraphernalia. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: I do. I thank the member for her fifth interjection. The early interjections were quality 
interjections. 
Ms M.M. Quirk: I was trying to plug the business for you. 
Mr J.N. HYDE: I understand what the member is trying to do but I urge her to desist from that line of 
interjection! I will speak to the member privately about that issue later. 

It is important for members to distinguish, in this legislation, how criminal intent will be proved. Is the onus on 
the seller, as it appears to be in proposed section 216(1)? The penalty for a person who sells a graffiti implement 
to a child is $6 000 for the first offence and $12 000 for the second offence. The definition of �intent� must be 
established. We have heard examples whereby the intent can be fudged. Therefore, people who are genuinely 
exploiting vandals and others will be able to get away with it but others, who genuinely sell these implements as 
art implements to people who make art in a responsible place with the permission of the owner and for artistic 
purpose, will not be penalised. At this point, with the agreement of the opposition Whip, I will not request an 
extension because I know that other members wish to speak on this important issue. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [5.25 pm]: I will say a few words on the Criminal Code Amendment 
(Graffiti) Bill 2009. As members have pointed out, this legislation will increase the penalty for a person who is 
convicted of causing criminal damage from 12 months� imprisonment to two years imprisonment and the 
maximum fine will be increased from $12 000 to $24 000. I will raise a point later with the Attorney General 
about the penalties for people who commit a graffiti offence. The main thrust of the legislation is to prevent 
retailers from selling graffiti paraphernalia to minors. My view is that the most responsible retailers would not do 
that. However, we need to shut the gate, just in case there is a possibility of that happening. The courts will be 
able to order convicted graffiti offenders to pay the clean-up costs. I will recommend to the Attorney General the 
introduction of a HECS-type system for minors who are convicted of a graffiti offence and who cannot pay the 
fine themselves, or whose parents are unable to pay the fine. Hopefully, when an offender eventually becomes 
employed, he can pay back his debt to society out of his wages. That would be a reminder to the offender that he 
had done the wrong thing. I believe that offenders should be made to clean up their graffiti but I do not subscribe 
to sending them out in public while wearing a shame vest. I believe that society has moved beyond that point. It 
would be enough of an embarrassment for a young person to do the cleaning. If we go to the lengths of making 
offenders wear an orange vest so that others can see that they have committed that type of crime, we will be 
moving back to the era of putting people in stocks. Young people could also be put in stocks and taken to the 
Hay Street Mall where people could throw rotten tomatoes at them just because they had made a mistake. A lot 
of young people do make mistakes. Many graffiti offenders would, later on in life, see the error of their ways. I 
heard on the radio about a serial graffiti offender who committed about 200 offences. He obviously was not 
going to learn his lesson. There is a penalty of 12 months� imprisonment for serial offenders who cause a lot of 
damage to property. We must be tough on those sorts of people.  

Members have already mentioned that the state spends in the region of $30 million a year to clean up graffiti. 
Local government spends between $15 million and $20 million. The City of Perth spent $57 000 last year on 
cleaning up graffiti, which is not bad when compared with the amount spent by many other local government 
authorities. I think that South Perth is rather fortunate. I do not want this to be a challenge to graffiti artists, but 
South Perth is reasonably graffiti free. However, the Canning Bridge train station is one area where graffiti has 
been noticed. The overpasses on the Kwinana Freeway also have graffiti. I do not know how some people 
manage to get into those positions to place their tags. It is very dangerous, and there is a risk that someone will 
fall from one of those bridges and be very seriously injured or killed. The point has been raised with me that 
closed circuit television cameras will be one of the main forms of combating graffiti. I am a great believer in 
CCTV. I think we have moved on from the time when we thought it was an invasion of privacy to have CCTV in 
public places and where crimes, such as causing graffiti, might be committed on a regular basis. We should look 
at introducing them.  
People in New York say that they have been quite successful in dealing with graffiti. However, I am sure we 
would see a lot more graffiti in New York than we see in Perth. People need only go to Sydney and get on a train 
to see factories and warehouses that back onto the railway line covered in graffiti. Big cities with big populations 
have so many other problems that maybe graffiti is not at the top of the list of those offences that need to be 
stamped out. The member for Mount Lawley mentioned that a database in New York has been used successfully. 
The commander of the Anti-Graffiti Task Force in New York explained that a tag is like a signature. A vandal 
will do it the same way every time. It means that if there is a database with those tags, the police have a better 
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mechanism for catching offenders. If they find someone who has committed a lot of graffiti offences, that person 
is obviously a serial offender who needs to be reined in. In New York the Anti-Graffiti Task Force includes 
representatives from various departments and community groups. The same thing is happening here under the 
Liberal-National government. It is engaging community groups by providing them with the materials to clean the 
graffiti and organise clean-up events. It is important that the incidence of graffiti comes down quickly. During 
my first election campaign, one of my signs had graffiti painted on it. I think that someone wanted to portray me 
as a Nazi. I am nowhere near as right wing as that. I had to contact the Town of Victoria Park. The graffiti was 
cleaned up within 24 hours. It is important that we have the facility to deal with graffiti when it happens.  

Another point I want to raise with the Attorney General is to do with the actual offence. This legislation is 
obviously primarily aimed at cutting graffiti off at the pass, as it were. The late Trevor Sprigg, who was formerly 
the member for Murdoch, was very keen when we were in opposition to have legislation brought in to ban the 
sale of graffiti implements. We discussed it quite a lot. He was sure that if we could ban the sale of implements, 
it would reduce access by potential young offenders. I might ask the Attorney General about this during 
consideration in detail or the Attorney General might be able to give the house some idea of how many graffiti 
offenders there are. We read very little about people caught in the act of causing graffiti. We know very little 
about the sorts of penalties that have been imposed on them and the number of graffiti offenders that have been 
sent to prison. Some offenders would be very young people, who would obviously get community orders. 
However, it would be useful if the Attorney General, in his summing up, could outline a little about the 
offenders. The community is asking what happens to those people when they are caught. The penalties for 
committing graffiti come under section 445 of the Criminal Code, which this legislation seeks to amend by 
increasing the penalty from 12 months and a fine of $12 000 to two years and a fine of $24 000. I believe that 
graffiti at present comes under the category of criminal damage.  

The offence of criminal damage can cover all sorts of acts, and graffiti comes within that category. I am not sure 
whether that is the right way in which we should be applying the legislation. Graffiti is dissimilar from ordinary 
criminal damage, such as smashing windows or damaging someone�s property. We should be making the 
offence of causing graffiti more specific. I will be advised by the Attorney General of the best way in which we 
can do that or whether he believes it should be the case. It appears to me that the offence of causing graffiti is 
different from other offences and that some people do not regard it as a really serious crime. The community is 
fed up with having to clean up after people who cause graffiti. It is worse when it is someone�s private residence. 
Graffiti on bridges, walls alongside railway lines and lampposts is bad enough, but when graffiti is on a retaining 
wall or front wall of a private house, I believe that is an invasion of someone�s privacy and damage to private 
property that society will not condone. We must carry out a balancing act between dealing with offenders and 
changing the attitude of young people and getting to young people before they go down that path. We must tell 
young people about the senselessness of getting onto a bus and causing graffiti. When I was a member of the 
opposition, I had a representative come to me from Southern Coast Transit, who told me about the senseless 
damage to buses in the south metropolitan corridor. The same applies to the new train service to Mandurah. It 
seems it was only a matter of days before the windows of the carriages had been scratched. I have been told that 
offenders use broken pieces of DVDs and such things. It will always be difficult to stamp this out, and perhaps 
we never will, but we need to have some sort of mechanism for getting through to young people and instilling in 
them how senseless it is. When I was at school, graffiti was not a big issue. Kids used to scratch their name on 
toilet doors and such places. In those days there were a lot of public phone boxes because a lot of houses did not 
have private telephones. We were always told that the one no-no was damaging a public phone, because 
someone might have to deal with an emergency. I had the question always stuck in my mind: what would happen 
if someone had to ring for a doctor or an ambulance and some kid had pulled the phone off its cord and broken 
it? I think those messages can get through to young people, but we just need to find the right way to convey 
them.  

I support the legislation because it is a step in the right direction. The local government of the City of South 
Perth has come up with a few ideas to progress things. They particularly liked the idea I raised with them of 
something similar to the higher education contribution scheme. They think that if offenders were made 
eventually to pay back the money that had been expended to repair the damage they had caused, it would be a 
good way both to give them a reminder later on in life and for the local government to recover costs. The City of 
South Perth agrees with increasing the penalties for those who sell materials to under-age persons. It agrees with 
requiring offenders to clean up graffiti and having to perform community service. It said that offenders should 
also be required to attend compulsory behavioural change clinics or the like. I do not know whether the Attorney 
General would like to run those clinics, but I should imagine that would be a fair job.  

The City of South Perth has also taken a tough line in suggesting offenders� possessions�a computer, a guitar or 
whatever�to the value of the clean-up costs should be taken and auctioned as punishment, much like the 
situation that pertains with hoons� vehicles. That is a fairly tough line, but it is what the City of South Perth 
suggests. Another measure it suggested was that offenders should be required to graffiti their own property to the 
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same extent as the property they had damaged. I think that might be taking it a bit too far, but the Attorney 
General can see that there is concern and frustration about graffiti, especially for people who have to clean it up. 
I think graffiti is a behavioural thing, a community attitude thing and, for young people, a learning thing. It is a 
fad with a lot of young people right now. When the Criminal Code Amendment (Graffiti) Bill 2009 was last 
debated, the point was made that probably a very small percentage of young people get involved in graffiti, but 
because they can travel so far and so quickly now, it does not take a large number of offenders to tag a fair bit of 
the metropolitan area, and I think that is what is happening.  

I do not want to brand all young people as graffiti artists, but graffiti is a big challenge for society. This is good 
legislation, and the late Trevor Sprigg, former MLA, would be very happy, if he were looking down, to see that 
the Attorney General is finally getting it through for him, as the Attorney General is now the member for 
Bateman and has taken over the big shoes of the former East Fremantle full-back. We will probably refer to this 
in our party room as the Trevor Sprigg bill. 

MR C.J. TALLENTIRE (Gosnells) [5.43 pm]: I rise to outline my support for the Criminal Code Amendment 
(Graffiti) Bill 2009; however, I have concerns about the degree to which we can expect it to be effective.  

People in my electorate are upset by graffiti; there is no doubt about it. People find it confronting and are 
saddened, annoyed and angered by the mindless tagging that goes on around the electorate of Gosnells, which 
brings me to the issue of what graffiti actually is. I have heard other members talk about it being clear that 
people who engage in this sort of tagging are not pursuing any artistic endeavour. I think, more than anything, 
they are perhaps expressing some sort of anger that they have within themselves, which they are doing by 
tagging public and private property as some sort of territorial marking. In their minds, that territorial marking is a 
way of asserting their sense of place in our community. I think that those who tag are demonstrating their lack of 
connectedness with their community. That is the real root cause of this problem and it is a problem we need to 
solve if we want to fix the problem of graffiti in our community.  

I do not agree with the member for South Perth�s statement that we will always have this problem. I am much 
more optimistic about it. I believe that if we make changes to our society in general, with a specific emphasis on 
what young people can and cannot do and the sorts of activities that are available for young people, there is 
every chance we can move away from this present phase of fairly intensive graffiti that goes on in our 
community. 

I accept the point that graffiti has been around for a long time. I suppose my first recollection of seeing the more 
artistic end of the spectrum of graffiti was during the credits for the 1970s television program Welcome Back, 
Kotter, which showed subway trains in New York with extensive painting on them. That was perhaps before the 
phase of tagging for the sake of territorial marking had come about. In my electorate I have heard about gangs of 
people who come into the area and more or less go on a rampage to tag every street sign and bit of public 
property, as well as the public transport they used to come into the area. A mob mentality can sometimes drive 
the problem further. Clearly, these people have no real respect for our community, although they understand the 
term �respect�. I notice that the term �respect� is used by many young people in the electorate when speaking of 
someone they have some degree of admiration for. We need to ensure that they have respect for the general 
community and are connected to it. 

I hope I have not painted too bleak a picture of the tagging and graffiti situation in the Gosnells electorate, 
because a lot of really positive work has been done to combat it. The City of Gosnells formulated some 
initiatives that may have inspired some of the provisions in this legislation. The City of Gosnells has undertaken 
a business accord to encourage businesses to commit to restricting access to items that can be used illegally and 
can contribute to the amount of graffiti in the City of Gosnells. A number of businesses have signed on to an 
agreement that they will not sell thick markers, spray cans, heavy engravers and other graffiti implements to 
people they suspect could be intending to use them to damage public or private property.  

It is really worth noting some of the businesses that have signed up to the business accord in the Gosnells 
electorate. They include Thrifty-Link Hardware in Gosnells; Mitre 10 Handy in Thornlie; Crazy Clark�s in 
Gosnells; Huntingdale News in Huntingdale; Bennetts Hardware in Gosnells; West Gosnells Newspower 
Newsagency in Gosnells; Foothills News in Gosnells; the Eziway Food Store; Supa IGA in Gosnells; IGA Fresh 
in Thornlie; Supa IGA in Forest Lakes; Discount Madness in Forest Lakes; and Forest Lakes Newsagency. I 
draw members� attention to the fact that some of the larger retail outlets, such as Woolworths and Coles, that are 
claiming they are very much a part of our community are not on the list. I could be wrong about this and perhaps 
the list needs to be updated, but I am not aware that either Coles or Woolworths is participating in this business 
accord at the local community level in the Gosnells electorate. That is interesting, considering other bills that are 
presently before the Parliament, especially those regarding retail trading hours. We have heard much about how 
some businesses believe they should be entitled to trade for longer hours because of their engagement in our 
community. The fact is that some businesses struggle to see how a program like the business accord can actually 
work, and that perhaps explains their absence from the list. Perhaps if this program is rolled out on a statewide 
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basis, we will find that some of the bigger retailers will participate and will take full advantage of the 
opportunity to be loyal and dedicated community members and to ensure that we all work together to solve this 
problem.  

I cannot understand the lack of respect that some people have for public property. I cannot understand what goes 
on in the minds of people who get onto trains and buses and think that as soon as they have found their seat they 
can cause damage to that public property. That suggests that there is some failing in our system. It suggests that 
these people do not feel a part of our society. It suggests that they do not realise that public property belongs to 
them just as it belongs to every one of us, and that we should all work together to ensure that that public property 
is maintained in as good a condition as possible for the enjoyment of all.  

It is sometimes said that we can learn some lessons from other countries in the world that do not have the same 
prevalence of graffiti as is the case in Australia. However, that is sometimes difficult, because there may be other 
circumstances that cause those countries to not have the same prevalence of graffiti. I therefore prefer to use 
Western Australian and Australian examples. I point in particular to one of the academic institutions than I went 
to, the former Muresk Institute for Agriculture near Northam. It is remarkable that at that institute there is almost 
no graffiti. That suggests that the majority of the people at Muresk have a respect for the institution that they are 
studying at. That is probably the case at other universities as well. That demonstrates the point I made earlier. 
We need to ensure that people have a strong connectivity with their community, and with the institutions and the 
public infrastructure that they are using, because that can provide a strong and powerful incentive for them not to 
deface that property. 

It is worth noting some of the measures that are being taken to reduce the amount of graffiti in our community. 
Some of these measures have come out of the recommendations from the City of Gosnells. The key measure is 
that graffiti should be removed as soon as it appears. That is something that the City of Gosnells has put 
resources towards. People who spot graffiti are asked to take action immediately by reporting that graffiti to the 
police or the City of Gosnells so that it can be photographed and then quickly removed by a team of workers. 
There is no doubt that the quick removal of graffiti eliminates the satisfaction that graffitists and taggers might 
gain the next time they pass by their graffiti or piece of territorial marking. I want to come back to the term 
�territorial marking�, because I think there is something very basic about the minds of people who do this type of 
marking. It suggests that they have not evolved very much in their thinking. Perhaps that is something that we 
need to understand a bit better.  

I have heard other members talk about the artistic merits of some forms of graffiti. I think they are referring to a 
different sort of activity that might have some expression of wit, or humour, that might have some sort of 
aesthetic appeal, or that might help us to visualise things a different way. Those types of graffiti might have 
some genuine artistic merit. However, it is really hard for many of the people in my electorate to see the tagging 
that takes place as something that is in any way artistic. It is just something that causes upset and disappointment 
to many people. It makes them feel that their own neighbourhood, and sometimes their own private property, is 
no longer their own. There is something extremely confronting about graffiti. People feel aggrieved by graffiti 
when they see it. 

One program that the City of Gosnells has used to address the problem of graffiti is the Adopt a Bus Shelter 
program. There is no doubt that bus shelters are very vulnerable to tagging. They are also vulnerable to more 
severe forms of attack, such as throwing rocks or using catapults to launch ball bearings and the like to cause the 
glass to shatter. This gets back to the anger, disenfranchisement and lack of connectivity that is felt by some 
people in our community. The Adopt a Bus Shelter program allows people in the community to feel that they are 
part of the solution in reducing the visual effects of graffiti vandalism. There has been a marked decrease in the 
amount of graffiti in the Gosnells electorate as a result of this program. The City of Gosnells is also taking a 
particularly tough line on any form of graffiti that contains a racist message. When such graffiti is done, the 
police are called in immediately, and photographic evidence is taken and resources are put into identifying the 
perpetrator of that graffiti.  

I have mentioned just two of the many useful measures that could be used and that would help to improve this 
legislation. I would like to be assured that local governments have been consulted in the drafting of this 
legislation. I would like to be assured that the wisdom and on-the-ground experience that have been built up by 
local governments have been put to good use in the development of this legislation. It is not enough to simply 
toughen the penalties. I do not think a significant increase in the penalties will have much effect when we are 
dealing with this sort of mindless activity. 

The graffiti teams that are working in the Gosnells electorate are equipped with all the necessary materials to 
remove graffiti. However, there is no doubt that their task is made much easier when the owners of property take 
precautionary measures. One precautionary measure that is being taken on public property is to coat the walls 
with a material that will prevent the spray paint from sticking to the surface and thereby make it easier to 
remove. People in the Gosnells electorate are also being encouraged to plant bougainvillea against their walls to 
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make access more difficult. The spiky thorns on a bougainvillea make it difficult for taggers to climb the wall 
and write graffiti above where the plant has grown. These are just some of the ways in which we can improve the 
amenity of our suburbs by preventing public property from being vulnerable to graffiti attack. Other good 
initiatives are the use of lighting, and�perhaps best of all�ensuring that there is a good flow-through of people 
so that areas do not become quiet backwaters in which people can commit graffiti unseen. 

The SPEAKER: Order! While I would like to hear more about bougainvillea in particular, I draw members� 
attention to the time. I will vacate the chair until the ringing of the bells at seven o�clock.  

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta) [7.00 pm]: I wish to speak in support of the Criminal Code Amendment 
(Graffiti) Bill 2009 and the government�s attempts to have more success in dealing with graffiti. I think all 
members are aware of what a great blight graffiti is in our suburbs. Members of Parliament who obviously work 
with so many community groups and all of us who are trying to better our local communities recognise that we 
really need to work with existing organisations, whether it be Lions, Rotary, sporting groups, church groups or 
parents and citizens associations. So many groups really create a feeling of belonging whereby people get to 
know each other and look after each other, and graffiti really is a negative against all those good things 
happening in our communities. When people look around and see how the fences, buildings and sometimes cars 
or buses have been defaced with graffiti, they actually feel that people are attacking the pride that they have in 
their community and the things that they are trying to build. Therefore, it is very destructive of that sense of 
having a really positive, liveable community.  

Although only a very small number of people may be involved in graffiti, and I will try to talk later about some 
of the things that perhaps motivate these people, the impact can be quite severe. As we are well aware, one of the 
key strategies in combating graffiti is to try to clean it up within 24 hours, because that removes the incentive for 
people who get some sort of thrill or a kick from feeling that people are taking notice of them by seeing their tag 
or graffiti. As I said, I will come back to talk about some of the things that motivate people. We certainly need to 
tackle graffiti. For some time governments have tackled it with some success, but we seem to have success and 
then suddenly it is out of control and it becomes a problem again. It moves from suburb to suburb and many 
people are involved, not only the police in making arrests and laying charges, but also local governments that get 
very much involved in the role they play in trying to clean up graffiti and prevent it. When I was the Minister for 
Police  and Emergency Services; and Community Safety, the state signed partnership agreements with local 
government. The City of Stirling, which is the largest council in Western Australia, wanted to make its whole 
focus on graffiti through that partnership. It was going to do that in an alliance with the City of Bayswater and I 
think the City of Wanneroo. Wanneroo and Joondalup were both involved, but I think Wanneroo finally wanted 
to be involved in that. Again, I think that indicates something of the importance that local government places on 
trying to tackle and remove graffiti.  
What further can the government do? This legislation is the government�s attempt to try to do more. The bill, just 
to comment on the details briefly, creates a new criminal offence penalty for a person who sells a graffiti 
implement to a child. We already have in place an arrangement with major retailers whereby they lock away the 
spray cans and other things that can be used and they do not sell them to children, but clearly people are getting 
around that. I have heard in other members� contributions of incidents in which they are aware that that has 
happened. Even with the new penalties proposed in the bill, one cannot be convinced that it will actually create a 
big difference. Quite often, what happens with these things, in my view, is that the government announces it and 
gets the coverage, and that actually has a bit of an impact because it gets the message out there, but after a while 
people get around the rules and lose sight of the problems. Then it simply re-emerges. However, to the extent 
that the government is talking about tougher penalties, it helps, at least in the short term, to create that view in 
the community of the total unacceptability of graffiti. The preventative measures that the government is putting 
in place in part in this bill, I think, send a very clear message, and that message is very, very important. Whether 
the actual initiative will be effective or how effective it will be, time will tell. However, I certainly think it is 
worth trying if it is part of a bigger range of initiatives. I will come back to that idea in a little while.  

In this bill the government is also doubling the existing penalty in section 445 of the Criminal Code to a 
maximum of two years� imprisonment and a $24 000 fine. My understanding was that at least a year or so ago, 
the penalty in section 445 was potentially already the toughest in Australia, and now we are doubling it. 
Section 445 does not deal with a specific graffiti offence; it deals with the offence of damaging property. 
Section 445 states � 

A person who unlawfully destroys or damages the property of another person without that other 
person�s consent is guilty of an offence and is liable to imprisonment for 12 months and a fine of 
$12 000. 

Therefore, it is really the offence of damaging property. The next offence in section 446 relates to the cost of 
cleaning graffiti, so there is actually a direct reference to graffiti in the Criminal Code. By increasing the penalty 
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for a graffiti offence, the government is actually dealing with the damaging-of-property offence. As I indicated, 
the last time I was advised on the matter, that was the toughest in Australia. There can be a bit of confusion 
because in other states the offence relates directly to something that has graffiti on it; therefore, they say that 
ours is not really designated as a graffiti offence because it is offensive damage to property. However, I think we 
all accept that it is to be applied to people who create graffiti, even though it is not specifically designated as a 
graffiti offence. I do not think we have any qualms about that; it is very effective and the government is clearly 
seeking to drive home that point by increasing the period of imprisonment and the fine penalties. The 
government is certainly trying to get the message out, which is important, because people need to understand that 
it is totally unacceptable to the community, and talking tough is part of doing that. However, the government 
needs to do a lot more than simply talk tough. I was very interested in the member for South Perth�s contribution 
a bit earlier. I do not want to misrepresent him, but I think he was also cautioning a bit about simply talking 
tough and was saying that we have to do a lot more than that. The government actually has to do something to 
tackle the causes of graffiti, and it has to be cognisant that tougher penalties can backfire, because if we make it 
impossible for people to get hold of the spray cans and the textas�which are clearly picked up in the definition 
in the bill because I think it is a writing implement with a width of more than six millimetres, if I remember 
correctly�they will use other implements. We are already very much aware that when there was a restriction on 
the availability of those graffiti implements, we suddenly saw people moving on to scratching glass. I am sure 
that other members in this place are as disgusted as I am when I see our lovely new trains and buses with the 
glass all scratched�it really defaces the whole train or bus. Again, that is graffiti and it is something that we 
need to tackle. I know the government is keen to do that, but I mention that as an example of what happened 
when we restricted what were seen as the normal graffiti implements; people simply went off and did their 
graffiti with other means. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: What is more of a worry of mine, member, is the mindset of those people who engage in the 
activity of scratching glass. It worries me that it is a bit of a barometer of where we are at as a society that young 
people, and people generally�but mostly young people�can bring themselves to do such acts. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I agree with the member and I will turn later to my view on some of the motivators. It is 
not just that graffitists are scratching the glass. I find another thing absolutely disgusting. I walk around my local 
neighbourhood for the best part of an hour most mornings, walking my dog. From time to time I see that people 
have pushed over some road signs�I assume with a four-wheel-drive vehicle, or perhaps they were coming 
home from a party and worked the sign backwards and forwards to snap it in half. That is just wanton vandalism, 
which again taxpayers will potentially have to pay for through their local council rates or through Main Roads 
Western Australia. Nothing is derived from it other than whatever it does for the small egos of those people who 
feel they have to do that. I think that is another example of what the member was alluding to in his interjection. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: Also cutting up on people�s lawns, or golf courses. It is crazy.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: That is taking it a bit wide. I am talking about where it is a direct act to deface something 
for some thrill, which does not involve the use of a vehicle. That is another aspect, but it is equally unacceptable. 
That is broadening it too far. I want to talk about graffiti and those people whose wanton vandalism is about 
defacing parts of public or private property, and whatever thrill they get out of that.  

We cannot deal with this issue just by imposing tougher and tougher penalties. As I said, I accept the 
government�s attempt, through this bill, to try to do something that might work. I support it. The government has 
to try to tackle the issue. This is the way that it thinks it can deal with it at the current time. I believe there is 
always an advantage in talking tough. The trouble is that it may not last very long, even if it does work. The 
issue is: what motivates these people? For some people, it may be that they find a sense of belonging in some 
form of group or gang. Part of the identification and membership of that group may involve defacing things. We 
need to make sure that we are working with these disaffected people�normally youth and, I think, normally 
males�in how we can try to find a way of getting them back into the community. Places such as police and 
citizens youth centres and other organisations have been doing a very good job in selected areas. In some areas it 
is really working. They are getting hold of those people and showing them some hope that they can build a future 
for themselves. Many PCYCs have been involved in getting children into pre-apprenticeships. Often these kids 
do not have a sense of belonging. They have not had the parental upbringing to give them an understanding of 
their worth and their place in our society; therefore, they tend to find it by some other means. But if they can find 
a relationship with an organisation�PCYC is one example�they can be shown that they can have a bright 
future, they can get a job and they can get the benefits of having that job and being a productive member of our 
society. That is not easy. For every success there will be instances in which the services that are put in place are 
not able to reach those people and not able to help them. The more people we can actually provide that 
opportunity to, then the less problem we are going to have with things such as graffiti. That is one group of 
people�that is, those who are seen to be disaffected and do not have a sense of belonging. For them, 
establishing an identity means going along with the group they are in. It means acting against what is seen to be 
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the broad community interest, so that they can stamp themselves apart from it and leave their mark on it as a 
rather ridiculous way of asserting who they are and their independence.  

There are also other groups of people, who are sometimes older. It is a bit like the hoon driving that the member 
mentioned by interjection. People are motivated by the risk of doing it and not getting caught. We have all seen 
footage that has been shown over and over again of trains being graffitied while people are riding on them. I was 
informed a few years ago that someone went interstate just to paint graffiti for the thrill of it. That person was 
obviously well off and could afford the airfares. He came to Western Australia for a couple of days, did the 
graffiti and went back again. A small group of people who are ardent graffitists enjoy the thrill of taking on the 
state and taking the risk to see if they can succeed.  

We see some of the high spots that people climb to in order to do this. I will not make a suggestion about what 
proportion make up these groups, but we need to understand some of these people�s motivations if we are to 
fashion solutions that are going to stop them doing it, either by changing their desire or by making sure we can 
target them in such a way that they will not be able to get away with it. One of the things we did when I was the 
Minister for Community Safety was trial mobile cameras. Clearly, we cannot put cameras everywhere. We can 
create fear that people will be caught by mobile cameras by leaving them in known hot spots for a few weeks. In 
that way we may get information that leads to convictions. We had a couple of successful stories when we first 
used them, but I have not had a report since.  

As I have indicated in another respect, sometimes these things work briefly and then, for various reasons, they 
are not kept up; or the people we are trying to use them against find a counter-mechanism and are able to avoid 
the techniques put in place; or people become aware of them. Members know that sometimes with these closed-
circuit televisions, people will go and do absolutely absurd things even though they know the camera is there. It 
just does not register with some of these people that they are going to be caught on the videotape or the recording 
that is there. I am following on from the suggestion made by the member for South Perth, if I understood him 
correctly, that we need to take a broader picture. It is no good just thinking that we are going to be able to solve 
these matters by putting in place tougher and tougher penalties.  

The example I would like to turn to relates to a recent trip to the United States. I was in Philadelphia for the 
National Conference of State Legislatures. It was a very worthwhile conference, but I am not going to talk about 
that now. I went on a tour with an organisation whose name I cannot remember, but it runs a program to paint 
murals in Philadelphia. I found Philadelphia a fascinating city. It is very modern and vibrant. It has a lot of street 
art and a lot of street cafes. The inner-city area is a very nice place. However, Philadelphia is not all a vibrant 
and modern city with a great sense of history and tradition, with the American Revolution, the Liberty Bell and 
all those things; it has its run-down suburbs and it has its neighbourhoods that have a lot of deserted, 
tumbledown houses, and graffiti. But in the limited areas that I visited, I saw very little graffiti. I do not know 
whether it was by the city council or the state government, but money has been put into a program to paint 
murals. Some of these murals are three or four storeys high on the sides of buildings. The program, which was 
explained to us by one of the ladies who is involved in running it, is very much about involvement with the local 
community. These people do not go in and take over someone�s wall. They usually get a request from a 
community to put a mural on its wall. It might be a business that makes the request, and the mural might relate to 
the business in some way. However, most murals reflected life in the community. When we went through the 
Cuban or Hispanic section, they had some of their Cuban or Hispanic heroes on the walls. One big portrait of a 
Negro American was about three storeys high. He was very well liked in that local neighbourhood because he 
took on the drug dealers. He started a counter-drug program in that area. Because of his success with that, the 
community wanted this big painting of a local hero in helping the fight against the drug trade in that area. 

[Member�s time extended.] 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: My understanding of the murals is that it is very much about consulting with the people 
from the local street, the local community and the local neighbourhood, and getting what they want in the 
murals. Most of the murals were done by professionals. It is fairly costly to do it. I was told that there was a 
budget of $7 million, but I do not know whether that was a rolling fund or whether that is what is spent in one 
year. I suspect it was not spent in one year, but it was said that each mural cost about $40 000 to $50 000. In 
Philadelphia there are 3 000 murals. I am told that the waitlist is about 3 000 for individuals or communities 
wanting to have a mural of that type in their street. Because of the consultation with the people from the local 
community, there is a sense of ownership. It is their mural; it reflects their community. It is something they want; 
therefore, they are very protective of it. With the 30 or 40 murals that I saw when touring around with the group 
that does them, I saw practically no graffiti. Because the murals are done in a professional way, they are very 
engaging. They are wonderful pieces of artwork. They enliven the whole city and they enliven the suburbs. But 
those people have a sense of ownership, which comes back to where I started�that we, as members, are trying 
to build our communities to work with the groups in our communities that are the community builders. 
Philadelphia is an example in which they have found a way to do that.  
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Mr M.J. Cowper: It is interesting to note that in Japan, with the exception of a small piece of graffiti that I saw 
in Tokyo, firstly, I did not see graffiti anywhere. The mindset or the culture  of that community is interesting 
when compared with what the member is referring to in Philadelphia. The ownership aspect is a very interesting 
area.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I thank the member for the interjection. I am not familiar with the Japanese culture, but he 
is correct in asserting that there are a lot of cultural differences. We perhaps have some of the same cultural 
problems as the United States and Britain, rather than Japan. I refer to that strong sense of community, which I 
am most concerned that graffiti is an attack on, and which is very important in how we view our community and 
apprise ourselves and our neighbours of what we do to look after each other. It is very important that we tackle 
graffiti because it symbolises the undermining of our community. In his interjection, I think the member was 
saying that, from the start, we have different strengths in different communities. However, we have to work with 
the community we have in Perth and throughout Western Australia. We have to see how we can deal with what 
is a totally unacceptable problem while at the same time offering opportunities for people to become more 
integrated into our communities and to strengthen and build those communities. I am no expert on the United 
States, having been there only once, but I was certainly very impressed that the authorities in Philadelphia seem 
to be able to do that. We were advised not to go at night into cities that were not far from Philadelphia. We were 
told that there were major problems in those areas. However, from talking to taxidrivers and other people, it 
appears that it was a problem in Philadelphia some years ago, but the city seems to have since built a new image. 
That image may or may not match the reality, but if what we heard from the people in the street and saw in the 
murals and general upkeep of the community, the city gives a very positive impression, which is not necessarily 
the case in some other cities. But, of course, visitors who are there for a short time can often get a very false 
impression because they see only a limited part of the city.  

I appreciate that the Attorney is sitting here throughout the debate on the bill. I will make a few comments and 
ask a question to which, by way of brief interjection, he might be able to provide an answer about progress with 
the Graffiti Taskforce. That task force was established by the Court government, and it was a good thing at the 
time. Graffiti was as big a problem then as it is now�it was probably worse in my area. It drifts from area to 
area, so it is hard to make an overall assessment of how bad it is at any time. In the mid-1990s, throughout my 
areas of Mirrabooka, Balcatta and Nollamara, graffiti was a huge problem. Premier Court launched the Graffiti 
Taskforce, I think in my electorate. That task force involved a group of people taking a vehicle with a trailer and 
equipment and cleaning up the graffiti. It was the start of the push to clean up graffiti as early as possible. 
Although that was already being done, that task force had government initiative behind it and it tried to build 
partnerships across a whole lot of local groups, who cleaned it off themselves. I thought that Graffiti Taskforce 
of government employees trying to get very wide coverage of that clean-up operation was a good thing. When 
the Graffiti Taskforce was set up it comprised 50 to 100 redeployees, or state government employees who had 
nothing to do. People were sitting in offices and workshops week after week doing nothing while being paid by 
the government. Those people were asked to volunteer for the task force. They did the minimum training and got 
out there as part of the clean-up effort. Eventually, that started to wane because the redeployees were no longer 
available. They had been available because the Court government had privatised the bus service and closed the 
Midland workshops. Given that a whole lot of those government employees did not take exit packages and did 
not go to the new employers, they were left with nothing to do. By the time the Labor Party came into 
government, I think the list was below 50. In 2001, because our approach in government was very different, 
there were no redeployees sitting around with nothing to do. It was an undertaking of the member for Cottesloe 
in opposition to re-establish the Graffiti Taskforce. I have seen press releases, but I have not heard how it is 
progressing. I know there have been reviews and the Attorney General has been talking to people about what the 
government might do. All that has a place, but the question is�the Attorney can answer now: how advanced are 
we with establishing the Graffiti Taskforce, or has the role of the task force changed from what was proposed 
prior to the election?  

Mr C.C. Porter: I will certainly address that in my second reading reply. I was sitting next to one of the 
members of the Graffiti Taskforce. It is reactivated; grants are flowing to it. I believe recently $600 000 in grants 
were announced to help local governments and community organisations across the state prevent, target and 
clean graffiti. They are also doing things that have not been done before, as I understand it. One of them is a 
Goodbye Graffiti education program aimed at about the year 10 level. It has been rolled out in several schools. 
The data is being collected on an ongoing basis, but, anecdotally, it is having an impact in those areas. I can go 
into that in more detail. Yes, it is up and running and doing things similar to what it did before as well as some 
new things.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Is it employing people to do the clean-up or is it providing grants?  

Mr R.F. Johnson: It is being funded and run by the Office of Crime Protection, which is obviously where we 
would expect it to be run from. The OCP is using various tactics in dealing with graffiti.  
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Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I thank both ministers for their interjections. From what they have said, it sounds as 
though that task force is doing the same as the Labor government task force did. It might be doing it better and 
might be varying it a little bit, but, basically, it is doing the same as ours did. Our task force was made up of 
local governments, but it was about giving advice on the program and then how to get people involved in it. The 
task force set up under the Court government was a working unit whose primary role was to go out and clean up 
graffiti. The model the minister has just explained to me is a modification of our model, which involved a pool 
of money for funding for a range of groups, whether they were local government or community-based groups, to 
provide education, which we were talking about. This government is taking that further in schools, and that is 
great. All those sorts of things were on our agenda. The same people are advising the government as were 
advising our government. This government might have put more money in than we did�I have not seen how 
much money is available. It seems to me that the government is not coming through with what it said it would do 
prior to the election�namely, that it would establish a task force based on the Court government model. I would 
be very keen to receive at some other time a fuller briefing on what the government is doing and how it is doing 
it. As I have already indicated, these things change. Something that works at one stage will not continue to work; 
therefore, I will support the drive members opposite give it in seeking to make things work better and to find 
new initiatives. It sounds as though this government�s task force is basically the same as ours, but perhaps 
getting better results, which is great.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: We are certainly trying to do that, obviously. I would be more than happy to arrange a 
briefing through OCP at some stage. Tonight we are not debating the Graffiti Taskforce itself, but the penalties 
for those people who carry out graffiti and sell graffiti implements. That is the basis of the Attorney General�s 
bill.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I understand that and I was talking about that before the minister came back into the 
chamber. The point I was making is that I support the initiatives in the bill. They are this government�s attempt 
to tackle graffiti. Without repeating everything I said, often these measures have an impact when they are first 
introduced, but they will not solve the problem. A much broader approach is needed. That led me to talk about 
the task force and other things that can be done to tackle the real causes of graffiti. I am not moving away from 
what is clearly the substance of the bill and therefore the content of what this debate should be about today. In 
adding my support for the bill, I am urging the government to make sure it does not think that talking tough and 
providing tougher penalties will be a panacea�they definitely will not be�but, hopefully, the bill will help. If it 
helps, it may be only in the short term and then there will be reactions to it and problems, potentially, will arise 
from it.  

What will the government do with young people who buy a six-millimetre wide pen to use as a graffiti 
implement? I understand that if it is water soluble, it will not be a problem, but if they use a permanent marker, 
they will be caught by the act. The laws brought in under the last Labor government provided a very wide 
definition of a graffiti implement. If a person had such an item on him, issues of intent were at play. A school 
child coming home from school could have such a marker pen in his bag, or even a spray can, and say that he is 
doing a project at school and is using it for that. If the police checked up and found that what the child said was 
correct, it would not be an offence. However, if the child did not have a justifiable reason for having it, he was 
potentially subject to a charge. That is something that we brought in quite some years ago. There are a range of 
ways in which we can tackle this issue. At times what we do will work, and then circumstances will change as 
people change their mode of behaviour, so we must keep addressing the issue. I am certainly hopeful that the 
government will put its energy into tackling graffiti and that it will do a range of things. I hope it will continue to 
monitor, energise and drive the responses, because these things go a bit stale after a while. To the extent that this 
legislation creates an impetus in the community to get the message out that graffiti is totally unacceptable, and 
hopefully provides some form of deterrent, whatever that might be, I think it is a good thing. However, the 
government should not think that this is a panacea. Much more fundamental issues must be dealt with if we are 
to make major inroads into the scourge that is graffiti in our suburbs. 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef) [7.30 pm]: The member for Gosnells has just left the chamber. I was going to 
start by addressing one of his comments, when he said that he believed that this was mainly a recent problem. He 
was disagreeing with the member for South Perth, who said that it was a longstanding problem. I will begin by 
saying that I agree absolutely with the member for South Perth. In fact, this problem may well be more 
longstanding than he realises. I recently went to see an exhibition from Pompeii, with items that were about 
2 000 years old. One item at the exhibition was a wall from the town. Scratched all over the wall was various 
graffiti from 2 000 years ago. Ironically, a lot of � 

Ms J.M. Freeman interjected. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Perhaps. Maybe the writings on the bench top in the press gallery could be put in a wall. 

One of the interesting things about the slogans on the wall was that they were often election slogans for the 
bakers� guild or some such thing. To frame it in today�s context, I wonder whether any member in this place 
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would campaign in such a way that he or she would get someone to graffiti or tag their slogans. I highly doubt 
that, and I highly doubt a person�s chances of being elected if he or she were to do that. I believe that that quite 
clearly illustrates the electorate�s attitude towards this issue. 

I find the tagging to be the most objectionable, and that is certainly the feedback that I get from my constituents. 
I would not wish to impose my aesthetic view on those pieces that people may consider murals, which has been 
talked about. I believe that the difference between graffiti and a mural is often whether the person who has done 
it has put any effort into doing it and places any value on it. Also, permission is very much an issue. I was faced 
with an interesting case early in my tenure as a Joondalup councillor. I visited a local residence in Mullaloo 
because I had received complaints from residents about a wall on a pedestrian access way that had been 
graffitied. I showed up, and the first thing I realised was that I knew the people who lived in the house, and I 
knew their kids. So I knew straightaway who it was. However, that artwork was done with the parents� 
permission. The artwork was not necessarily to my taste, but it was perhaps a good example of it being done 
proactively. It was a private property wall. The homeowner had said to the kids who did the mural, �If you clean 
up the PAW��which was a bit of a hot spot for graffiti, broken bottles and everything else��and if you keep it 
clean, you can paint your murals on my wall.� That is an excellent example. Some of the residents were still not 
very happy, but they had no grounds to complain in that case. 

The simple fact is that in the suburbs in the area that I represent, the vast majority of graffiti is nothing more than 
tagging with a six millimetre, or larger, black pen. It is really just tribal territorial marking. Predominantly, I see 
�NSC�, which is the �northern suburbs crew�, or �6025�, which is another one that I see around a lot. 

Mr P. Papalia: You just gave them some more profile. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: The �6025� is one that can be seen all around Perth. 

Mr C.C. Porter: They are probably not as interested in this as you are. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Yes. I would be very surprised if the taggers are people who read Hansard in their spare time, 
but one never knows. �6025� is a case in point. The people in that group come mainly from the southern end of 
my electorate, and the name comes from the postcode of that area. I think that includes Craigie. I see tags posted 
all around town. However, they did one particular tagging during the election campaign. I had a few signs up, 
and they wrote some less than flattering things about me on the signs. That is all part and parcel of an election 
campaign. However, the big problem with those tags is that they happened to be right at the front of a school that 
my mum happens to work at. A lot of the kids there know me personally. Those slogans were particularly 
objectionable, and, although they did not bother me, several of the kids went home that day in tears. I found what 
they did to be quite offensive and quite inconsiderate. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: What were your signs doing at schools in your electorate? 

Mr A.P. JACOB: They were not actually at the school; they were across the road. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I hope they weren�t on public property. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: No, they were on private property. Do not worry, member. 

Whether there is value in some of the graffiti or some of the murals is not really the issue. We are here 
representing our constituents, and the message that I have been getting from residents in my electorate has been 
very, very clear on this issue. Throughout the election campaign, in particular, I would rate graffiti as one of the 
top three issues that came up. Similarly, in my time with the council, it was one of the issues that was raised with 
me the most. Also, I recently received a 1 700-signature petition on the subject, which was circulated for only a 
few weeks. The member for Mindarie submitted it to this place last Tuesday, because the proponents were 
mainly from his electorate, although a significant number of the signatories also came from my electorate. I will 
read out again what that petition sought. It states � 

We, the undersigned, believe that the current system of management and discipline in respect to persons 
who perpetrate acts of vandalism and graffiti is insufficient for the protection of public property. 
Commercial and private properties in the region of Mindarie are continually targeted by graffiti vandals, 
placing an increasing financial pressure on business owners who must not only bear the cost of repairs, 
but also the cost of business that is lost as a public increasingly avoid places frequented by individuals 
who perpetrate these offences. 

Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to give greater power to police and courts to penalize persons 
guilty of committing acts of vandalism and graffiti. Furthermore, we ask the Legislative Assembly to 
consider enacting laws that will force offenders to either personally remove all graffiti, which we 
believe is the most appropriate penalty, or pay a fine. These should be the most effective deterrents 
against this kind of vandalism. 
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In the space of a few weeks, we had about 1 700 signatures. In fact, I would be surprised if anybody refused to 
sign that petition. Why would they? In researching this issue very recently, I have been looking at what tagging 
is costing our local councils. My local government authority, the City of Joondalup, was by far the worst hit in 
the past year. It spent $988 128 on its removal in 2008, almost double what it spent in 2007. The City of Stirling, 
member for Scarborough, spent $750 000 in the past 12 months to remove 15 152 pieces of graffiti. The City of 
Swan, member for Swan Hills, spent $673 948 in just the past 12 months on addressing this issue. 

I will draw particular attention to the City of Joondalup, which was by far the worst hit council in the 
metropolitan area. In fact, it was only some $12 000 off spending $1 million on this issue. In recent weeks, I 
went around my electorate looking to get a photo for my own records of some of the worst graffiti hot spots. I 
went out for a few hours, and I went to all the known graffiti hot spots. I have lived in the area all my life. I went 
straight to the squash courts at Mullaloo, and I went to the Kinross skate park, and I could not find any 
substantial graffiti at those sites, which pleasantly surprised me. Although I still see tagging around the area, I 
really believe that we are starting to win the fight on this issue. 

Mr P. Abetz interjected. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: More and more money and more and more effort are being put into it. We do not see an 
immediate result. However, after three or four years of addressing this issue�I am not by any means trying to 
take the credit, and I am coming to the conclusion of my comments�I want to flag that I think we are winning 
the fight against graffiti; we are starting to gain ground. Sometimes when a person is in the middle of it, it is very 
easy to lose perspective on what is happening out there. I was very surprised at the lack of graffiti in my area, 
although it is still an issue. At the cinemas near my office it is certainly an issue, and there are hot spots in other 
areas. However, very clearly, it is lessening. In commending this bill to the house, I say that I do not think that 
we are losing the fight by any means. In fact, I believe that we are gaining ground. While I do not think that 
anyone is suggesting that this bill will all of a sudden be the magic bullet that is going to solve this issue, it is 
another good step in the right direction. It will allow us to start to make more ground and to remove the scourge 
of graffiti from our local areas.  

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [7.40 pm]: My electorate of Maylands has the same problems with graffiti that I 
have heard all speakers in this debate comment on. It is a source of great consternation, particularly for the City 
of Bayswater. I am sure that many members are aware that the City of Bayswater has been a very vocal local 
government authority on this matter. I believe that our mayor, along with mayors from other councils, has said 
that he will pursue graffiti vandals with great vigour and prosecute them where possible. I have not been able to 
ignore this matter in my electorate, as other members have not in theirs, particularly when driving to work and 
arriving at my electorate office only to find that someone has tagged my front wall. I congratulate the officers 
from Department of the Premier and Cabinet�s parliamentary services unit for the speed with which they respond 
to cries of anguish when I get to my office and ask them to remove graffiti. They come out very quickly.  

Ms J.M. Freeman: Do they get rid of etching?  

Ms L.L. BAKER: No, I have not found a way to get rid of etching. We do get tagged. Parliamentary services 
comes out very quickly; it is very good at fixing � 

Several members interjected. 

Ms L.L. BAKER: Graffiti causes enormous cost to public agencies. The member for Ocean Reef ran through 
some of the figures. My council spends in excess of $150 000 a year cleaning up graffiti. That figure is sure to 
increase every year. Ultimately, that gets paid for by ratepayers, as our fees go up and we get charged more to 
live in electorates. Tackling this problem becomes a problem for all of us.  

It might be interesting to have a quick discussion about another side of graffiti. There are different types of 
graffiti. We have heard tagging mentioned, and that is certainly very prevalent. Political graffiti is also worth 
mentioning. The member for Ocean Reef commented on political graffiti. It is not something we see much of in 
Australia. Having worked quite extensively in Asian and Pacific Island countries, in countries such as Nepal, 
where I spent three years, the literacy rate is very poor. I witnessed the fact that in a population with an illiteracy 
rate of about 88 per cent, during elections the only way to conduct a political campaign is by using graffiti. The 
image of a cow for one party or a floral emblem for another party becomes extremely central to the campaigns 
that are run. I am certainly not advocating that we should take that up but, by way of explanation, political 
graffiti is something that is used � 

Mr A.P. Jacob: I don�t think anyone here would have the courage to campaign in that way. 

Ms L.L. BAKER: Unlike here, where many of us distribute printed material liberally, in countries where people 
cannot read, the graffitiing of surfaces with a party image or sign that people recognise becomes a critical 
element in getting a message across. 
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I was at the Maylands Peninsula Primary School in my electorate a couple of weeks ago. It is a fantastic primary 
school�very modern and very schmick. It has a great principal, Steve Salamon, who is doing a wonderful job. It 
is a very new school. During the celebrations for National Aboriginal and Islander Day Observance Committee 
week, the students and teachers spent several weeks painting a huge red brick wall at the back of the school with 
a most beautiful design. It had gorgeous pictures of kangaroos and lots of Indigenous animals and trees. It was 
done with incredible precision; great love was put into every stroke. I was invited to the school�s opening 
celebration of NAIDOC week. Many community leaders were there, along with the children who painted the 
mural. When we went to have photographs taken at the mural, Steve, the principal, was quite distressed because 
some naughty locals�they might not have been locals; they could have been out-of-towners�had graffitied this 
beautiful piece of work. It was so sad. Everyone was very crestfallen. Steve was confident that the Department of 
Education and Training would come to the party and help repair the damage. I think that has happened. I will let 
the house know if it has not happened. I am sure that the education department has helped to remove that graffiti. 
For me, that was a really clear example of the damage that a certain type of graffiti can have on a community 
that has put its all into creating a piece of public art. We do not need the added expense of protecting schools by 
wire fences, but it looks like that is the way we are going because of vandalism and graffiti attacks on our 
schools.  

There are other reasons why people graffiti. It is not just youth who get involved in it. We have talked about 
tagging, political graffiti and gang-related graffiti to mark territory. There is also a real cry for help in some of 
the graffiti artwork that we see around the place. That can happen because there are not enough services or 
facilities available for kids and they are bored. When we are designing programs and strategies to deal with 
graffiti, it is incumbent on us to look at the range of reasons why people choose to mark public walls or public 
facilities. We should not just think that one strategy fits all. If we are trying to tackle antisocial behaviour, which 
we think is just tagging for the sake of tagging�we may find we are dealing with a community that is incredibly 
poor and the people in it have very few alternatives and facilities to keep the kids busy; they are very limited in 
their options�the strategy of increasing punishments for graffitiing will not necessarily work. We have to look 
at the broader impact of social deprivation and social exclusion and how that plays out in local communities. I 
am saying that one size does not fit all. I certainly recognise that there is a need to punish people who graffiti. 
Legally, there is also a need to put some responsibility upon shopkeepers to ensure that the products used for 
graffiti, such as marking pens, spray cans and etching tools, are not so readily available and not sold to children. 
There is no doubt in my mind that there is a need to do that. We should not look at that in isolation. Other things 
should be taken into consideration in the argument around graffiti. I heard members talking about graffiti art 
being a valid form of art. It may sometimes be a valid form of art, but not when it is on my front wall. That 
becomes the message. 

In a quick bit of research, I found a number of prevention tips and strategies. Of the 11 strategies that I was able 
to identify, only one refers to enforcing antigraffiti laws. I will take a couple of minutes to run through the other 
10. The first is to make sure that the surroundings of areas that are prone to damage in this way are kept neat and 
clean. The environment should be kept clean and neat without trash, litter, broken fences or anything that is 
decrepit or suggests apathy or neglect. Those kinds of things will attract more attacks than a pristine area. 

Mr P. Abetz: Not if you have a business in Canning Vale, unfortunately. 

Ms L.L. BAKER: Except perhaps in Canning Vale. It is certainly the case in most other places in the world, but 
I accept the member�s wise counsel on this about Canning Vale, and perhaps that of the member for Geraldton.  

Another strategy is promptly removing graffiti. Everyone has mentioned that. It is undeniable that leaving 
tagging is just a recipe for encouraging more taggers or more graffiti. There is no doubt that removing graffiti 
promptly is really essential. I thank parliamentary services for removing the graffiti on my electorate office, as I 
said earlier. Reporting should be encouraged. The public should be educated in the strategies for reporting 
graffiti vandalism. Telephone hotlines or other ways of reporting graffiti, including websites, should be 
developed. That is a local government strategy used in many places. Local government is very creative with 
strategies for tackling graffiti vandalism, and should be supported by the state government in its efforts. Another 
strategy is to create some public art and encourage the community to be part of creating it. If many people in an 
area are involved in the creation of something innovative, different and spectacular, people are less likely to want 
to trash it. Reducing access is another strategy. It simply means making sure that access to buildings is controlled 
to create a natural deterrent. I take up the very astute observation of the member for Gosnells about bougainvillea 
at this point. It is indeed a wonderful plant and much underrated in this discussion. Bougainvilleas are probably 
an essential feature of any discussion about graffiti. Not only are they spectacular plants, but also they have very 
nasty thorns, as anyone who has ever tried to prune one will know. Anything spiky, such as cacti, should be 
planted in areas where we want to keep graffiti vandals away, because they are a very good deterrent. Obviously, 
bright lights will also be a major deterrent.  

Mr P. Abetz: Shotguns work well, too. 
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Ms L.L. BAKER: I will ignore that intervention. I do not think that is quite as useful a strategy as we would like 
to hear about from the member.  

Using graffiti-resistant surfaces is another important strategy. Make sure that high-risk areas are not painted 
white or cream; they should be painted in dark colours. I believe that textured surfaces are less prone to graffiti, 
although I have no idea why. Members should not quiz me on this but the research shows that it is harder to 
write on a textured surface. Another really important strategy is monitoring graffiti-prone areas as part of an 
overall umbrella strategy for tackling graffiti. Our local councils are very good at doing that. The issue of graffiti 
walls is very interesting and I see very mixed reports on their success at preventing graffiti vandalism. In some 
places they are very good at reducing the incidence of graffiti while in other places they are not so hot. They may 
incite people to continue indulging in behaviours we would not be all that happy about. 

I believe that New South Wales passed legislation in 2008 tightening up its graffiti control act. Possession of 
implements was made an offence�pretty much the same as what we are doing with this bill. I believe that that 
state has had some initial success, although the legislation has been in operation only since February 2009. That 
augurs well for this bill.  

In conclusion, graffiti has negative consequences in communities, very negative consequence in one�s own 
community, and even more negative consequences if it happens to be in one�s own backyard, letterbox or front 
door. We should never forget, however, that it can reflect the fact that there are other problems in the community 
that need tackling. The facilities and services available to the young, and maybe even the not so young, may be 
inadequate. I urge the government to implement a very well thought out and systematic graffiti reduction plan. 
This legislation is just one part of that. Enforcement and increasing penalties is only one part of the solution; it 
will not stop, fix or cure the problem. We must also look at what wider problems might factor into the equation 
before we are really able to tackle and remove graffiti at the community level. 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo) [7.57 pm]: I support the Criminal Code Amendment (Graffiti) Bill 2009. The 
existing legislation needs to be amended to further enhance the tools that local governments and the state 
government have at their disposal to help fight against the scourge of graffiti. Strengthening the support of 
legislation is always vital. A whole-of-government approach is needed because public buildings, small 
businesses and homes in Wanneroo have long been targets for graffiti vandals. My own office in Wanneroo has 
been targeted on several occasions. I told the member for Joondalup when we last spoke on this bill that I do not 
keep windows for long enough for them to get graffitied. They are always nice and clean; that is for sure.  

Ms J.M. Freeman: Do they get broken? 

Mr P.T. MILES: They often get kicked in, yes. It is vandalism. I do not think they can afford the pens in my 
area, so they would rather kick the windows in. The cancer cure lady next door, who runs a second-hand shop, is 
not as fortunate as us. Obviously, the department will come out quite regularly and change the windows and put 
new film on, but she often gets completely smashed windows, which we do not get because of the film. The 
owner of the PC Guru shop up the road is also getting his windows kicked in. The whole area is getting quite a 
bit of a bashing. The member might have it good at Koondoola Plaza.  

Ms J.M. Freeman: They do not have glass in the windows any more. 

Mr P.T. MILES: No. The shop next door to my office, which is a real estate agent, has had shutters installed, 
but the very first night he pulled the shutters down they just graffitied the shutters, which are hard to clean. There 
is no one fix, so all we can do as a government and a society is to keep trying to knock out the graffiti and the 
violence that goes with it. The residents often tell me that they are sick of signs, lampposts, buildings and 
schools being defaced, and glass being etched, with scrawls and scribble. This does not even amount to 
anything�at least some graffiti involves written words; in our area we do not even get that. 

It has already been said by many members that graffiti is unsightly, it is demeaning to local residents and it is 
often very expensive to remove. During last year�s state election campaign, the Liberal Party promised a whole-
of-government approach to bring under control the problem of rampant graffiti vandalism. As part of that 
commitment, the Barnett government provided funds of $160 000 to the City of Wanneroo for the provision of 
CCTV cameras to the city centre. That funding is part of the government�s $6 million community crime 
prevention program. A further $40 000 was attached to the Wanneroo part of the Blue Iris CCTV register, which 
is designed to facilitate information sharing between the City of Wanneroo and the police; it also went towards a 
range of facilities at the Wanneroo council offices to enhance the ability of police to respond effectively to crime 
and to gather the evidence required for court cases. 

This bill will also make it harder for children to purchase graffiti implements, such as cans of spray paint and 
certain marker pens. There will be a substantial financial penalty for persons who sell such items to children. The 
bill provides a further deterrent to graffiti offenders by doubling the maximum penalty to two years� 
imprisonment and a fine of $24 000 under the Criminal Code. I believe that these measures, together with the 
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whole-of-government initiatives being put in place, will result in graffiti outbreaks in our communities being 
cleaned up more quickly and staying clean for much longer.  

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman � Attorney General) [8.02 pm] � in reply: I thank all members for their 
comments. I will proceed in three stages by first of all making some very general comments about the issue of 
graffiti; secondly, some specific comments on matters that have been raised by individual members; and thirdly, 
by making some summary comments directed at this bill. 

I have listened intently to all contributions and I think I can summarise some common ground. Graffiti is a 
problem in each of our electorates to varying degrees, but it is a very serious problem in many electorates. The 
debate focused firstly on the fact that the bill before us is an imperfect solution. The government concedes that; 
the bill was never billed or marketed as being in any way a kind of panacea to rid our streets and buildings of 
graffiti although, for reasons I will give in a moment, I do not think that this is a modest proposal in any sense. I 
think it is a very important proposal. As I listened to members� contributions during the course of the debate, it 
became apparent that they revolved around three types of submission. The first was to focus on the things that 
this bill does not do, and there are several things that it does not do. The second was to talk about coming up 
with other innovative solutions, and by �innovative� I mean new. In fact, I think I heard at least one member use 
the expression �thinking outside the box�, which is a term that I cannot stand, but that is just me. I took that to 
mean �to find new solutions�. The third thing that members talked about was whether the bill would or would 
not work. 

Having listened intently to all of the debate, giving particular attention to new and innovative ideas, I think the 
notion that we have missed something in our efforts to tackle graffiti is an interesting one. Sometimes the �we 
need to be innovative and think outside the box� type of submission carries with it the presumption that there is 
some solution to this problem, some very important thing that we have missed, and that because of a lack of 
searching or innovation, or as a result of not thinking clearly or directly, we have actually missed the key. I do 
not think that that line of thinking is at all helpful in this type of debate. Having listened intently to each and 
every speaker, I heard only two ideas that I have not heard before. One came from the member for Mandurah; 
his idea was to somehow fit a whistle to spray cans so that people using them could be detected. The other idea 
came from the member for South Perth, who suggested something along the lines of a HECS system under 
which young people caught spraying graffiti could be fined on the prospect that they would later get a job and be 
able to pay the money back. With due respect to my side of politics, I like the member for Mandurah�s idea more 
than I like the member for South Perth�s idea! Although the member for South Perth�s idea is new and novel and 
I had not heard about it before, the cost of administering such an initiative would almost certainly make it cost 
prohibitive and outweigh any possible recompense from fines. I had not heard of the whistle idea before, 
however I might give the idea some thought as we go about a whole-of-government approach. 

A range of speakers spoke about perennial policy problems in this area and noted that, at various times, focus 
should be given to those issues. One of the most recent speakers talked about the need to keep properties pristine. 
This goes back to sociological concepts about the �one broken window� policy and so forth�the idea that one 
broken window in a building is an encouragement to further vandalism. There is no doubt that those sociological 
policies are very important. I went with the member for Riverton to a property in his electorate that was covered 
in graffiti. In fact, it was demonstrative of one of the problems that has been highlighted in this debate. Although 
from a sociological point of view we might believe that where there is some graffiti we will get more graffiti, we 
are getting much better as a government and as a society at cleaning up graffiti. However, one of the problems 
we have is the fact that graffiti on private properties cannot be cleaned up by the council or by people on work 
orders. It is also relevant for properties owned by entities such as Telstra, where there is a policy reticence to do 
the right thing and to clean up graffiti, because those areas represent targets for further graffiti and show all the 
indications of social decay, which seems to be a geographical encouragement for people to further vandalise 
property. The private property that I visited with the member for Riverton was covered in graffiti, and there were 
dozens of empty spray cans on the ground nearby. These are the implements of graffiti; members have 
mentioned many other implements of graffiti, and I will turn to them in a moment. 

The contextualisation of this problem reminds me very much of the language people employ when talking about 
terrorism. One of the more sensible views I have heard about terrorism is that there has to be a policy goal to 
return levels of terrorist violence back to what is termed �normal, historical and acceptable� levels. That is a 
recognition that terrorism is something that has always been with us in some way, shape or form, but that our 
experience, from a congruence of factors, is that of a greatly heightened risk of individuals becoming victims of 
terrorism, and that what we have to do is return levels of terrorist violence to normal historical patterns. Some 
people take the view that the �War on Terror� is a ludicrous idea; I take the view that it is ludicrous to think that 
such a war can ultimately be won at any given point in time. There was a famous speech by former British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair in which he spoke about completely ridding the world of this evil called terrorism�as if 
that could ever be possible. Given the historical experience the British government has had in Northern Ireland, 
it seems strange to me that he could think it could ever be a perfectly winnable situation. 
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That may sound slightly off track, but it is important to keep this problem in focus and context. The way in 
which we report and record graffiti in this state is imperfect. Neither the courts, the Director of Public 
Prosecutions nor the police are data-gathering agencies; they undertake other primary functions. In 2003-04, 
10 426 graffiti incidents were reported to police. In 2007-08, there were 15 972 cases reported. Over that 
relatively short time, the level of reported graffiti incidents has increased by one-third. If we are finding this to 
be an issue in our local electorates, it is because people are suffering from that one-third increase. It has reached 
the level that is beyond, in my argument, normal historical or acceptable levels of graffiti. Something has 
happened and it has gotten to a level that most of our constituents think is out of control. 

Ms J.M. Freeman: How does that compare with our population growth, though; is there a comparison? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: It is a good question. Our population growth is also very hard to quantify, but it has not 
grown by a third since 2003. In fact, the Australian Bureau of Statistics data has our population growth down to 
around two or three per cent; however, it measures population growth only on the basis of people moving 
electorates; it is done through the Electoral Commission. Many people will move into the Western Australian 
jurisdiction and work in the mines but still vote in Gippsland, for instance. It is therefore inaccurate data. 
However, I can assure the member for Nollamara that our population has not grown by a third. What members 
are experiencing in terms of complaints from constituents is that extra one-third of graffiti incidents near their 
houses, on their businesses or on their cars. Therefore, I would argue, that is the problem we are dealing with. A 
one-third increase is�if not extraordinary�very substantial and having a major impact in each electorate. I will 
come back to the data and statistics on graffiti in a moment, but I might move on to address some comments on 
specific issues that were raised by various members. 

First, the member for Girrawheen raised a number of issues by way of a direct question. The member for 
Girrawheen talked about etching and said that this bill does nothing about etching. It does not, and that is 
because it is simply impossible to provide a legislative response that would prohibit the sale of implements used 
for etching. In fact, having now visited a variety of prisons, I have found that there is no graffiti in prisons by 
paint or textas, because the prisons have some ability to control the supply of those implements; and where they 
fail in that and there is graffiti, it is cleaned up very quickly. Therefore, interestingly enough, anyone who visits a 
prison will not see graffiti of that type. People will see etching. When I tour around prisons with people who 
have not had much experience of prisons, they cannot believe that people who are strip-searched before they 
enter the holding cell manage to get something in there to etch the glass of the holding cell. What 
superintendents and other knowledgeable people in the prison system tell me is that it can be as simple as a tiny 
piece of blue metal secreted behind a tooth, which is then taken out and used with the thumb to rub an etch on a 
surface. It is simply impossible for any jurisdiction to prohibit that. Having done some research on this now, I 
am not aware of any jurisdiction that has managed to prohibit the sale or transmission of articles that can be used 
for etching, especially when they vary from a Stanley trimmer to a broken CD to a piece of blue metal picked off 
the ground; it is simply not possible. 

The member for Girrawheen raised the point, however, that there is another implement�what my department 
calls a prized implement�for graffiti that we could have sought to tackle in this bill by prohibiting the sale 
thereof. However, there are some difficulties with that. I am talking about tubes that can be filled with a variety 
of liquids, including acrylic-based paints. These tubes sometimes already contain glue or other hardware 
implements, not dissimilar to types of Selleys products and so forth. The problem we encountered�we did go to 
some level of research to try to determine whether we could prohibit the sale of these implements�was that they 
are almost impossible to define. They are literally tubes with a top that can be unscrewed and have stuff put in 
them. That is not a very helpful or acceptable legal definition. To use it would create an impost of uncertainty on 
business, which is almost too hard to bear. We therefore decided not to criminalise the sale of implements that 
we in effect could not define, because they are widely and variably available and very difficult to describe in 
legislation. 

The member for Mandurah, I have noted, raised a new idea of putting a whistle in spray cans. I am not sure 
whether that is able to be done. He also had the idea of trying to understand the causes of graffiti and he said that 
prevention is better than a cure. I do not disagree with these sentiments. I have heard them often from a variety 
of members. However, they are phrased in such incredibly general terms as to be in my view almost meaningless 
in that we would all agree with them. In my observation, when I look at the types of graffiti around me, I can see, 
having gone through this process, four broad types of graffiti. There is etching; tagging; painting something that 
I would call close to pictures�whether members regard that as artistic is no doubt a matter for personal taste; 
and, finally, a new form of graffiti that is very popular in larger cities�that is, the pasting of pictures. 

Ms J.M. Freeman: Stencilling. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Stencilling, it is called. They are the four different types. The sociological motivations for 
each of those four different types would be very different in my view. This debate suffers from the same 
problems that were associated with the debate on drug use; that is, the argument that we should ban drugs or the 
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argument that we should not ban drugs, as though all drugs are the same and as though the argument is the same 
for all drugs. Etching for instance, I suspect is a crime of social rage. It is about misplaced envy. Someone 
thinks, �This or that piece of property is something I would like to partake of or own in the future but, in some 
view that I have, I never can, and therefore I will destroy it or make it difficult for others to own.� It seems to me 
that that is an offence of rage against property itself and the ownership of property.  

Tagging is very much, as the member for Ocean Reef said, about the membership of and joining clubs, and 
thrill-seeking behaviour in many ways�a sort of crime of peer popularity. Pictures and graffiti probably have a 
bit of both those elements; it is simply difficult to say what the motivations are. Stencilling is again something 
that might be closer to that; it is certainly less damaging to property, although it probably still falls into the 
category of property damage because of the glues that are used.  

Ms J.M. Freeman: But what you are saying is based on your view; that�s not based on any research that you 
have. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: No; it is just my view. I am not a sociologist and I am not a psychologist; I am guessing. 
However, the point I am seeking to make is that to come into the chamber and say that we should look at the 
causes, that we should try to understand why these people are doing it and that we should try to make them do 
chalking instead of etching has such a level of generality that we would all agree with but is not terribly helpful 
in moving policy forward. I am not disagreeing with those sentiments, but they seem to be very easy things to 
say and very difficult things to do. Both sides of the house have grappled with � 

Ms J.M. Freeman: But if it was difficult to do then you would not have the Graffiti Taskforce, would you? You 
said yourself in your first speech that it is a whole-of-government approach. The whole point of that is that what 
you are saying is that this is simply part of the toolbox. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Correct. The member for Nollamara has got me; that is exactly what I am saying. I am 
saying that there are other things going on and other things that we should consider, but this is part of the 
toolbox. I am about to say why I think it is a very important part of the toolbox. Given our inability to perfectly 
understand motives and thereby perfectly nip this problem in the bud, there must be other � 

Ms J.M. Freeman: But no-one in this place has said that this is not an important part of the toolbox. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: No; I understand that. I am making a gentle criticism of the criticism, which is so very 
general as to be meaningless. 

Ms J.M. Freeman: You could have a gentle appreciation of the different points of view. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Indeed I do. However, let me tell the house why I consider that this policy is a very 
important one. Although the bill will never prevent these types of implements getting into the hands of children, 
it will slow down the supply. That is inevitable. The economics of graffiti are much like the economics of drug 
supply; these items will become more expensive. There is absolutely no doubt that they will become more 
expensive on the streets of Perth, and that will cause problems for people who wish to use them. If I might say 
so, in thinking about the debate that I have witnessed over the past day and a half in this place, I recall a similar 
debate that went on in 1996 when I was first in law school. The debate was on a big issue in government when I 
was first learning about the law of causation and intent in homicide. I wondered why we were bothering with a 
debate on causation and intent, as it was not very exciting. However, I have a very different perspective now that 
I am a member of Parliament because, along with incidents of hooning, graffiti is one of the number one issues 
that come into each of our electorate offices; it really annoys people. 

The member for Rockingham made some important points, which were to the effect that graffiti is not as serious 
an offence as offences such as sexual assault and offences of that type. That is absolutely accepted. However, 
what makes the seriousness of this offence is its egregious repetition among individual people who seem to 
suffer from it time and again. It makes it in their minds a very important and serious offence. It is that which puts 
in the mind of those individuals who suffer from it the need for higher penalties or stiffer responses. In effect, the 
general population seems to want to punish the last person who vandalised their property or business for all of 
the five or six previous vandalisms on their property or business. In some instances it may well be the same 
person but that will not always be the case. Therefore, the demand that we face for a stronger legislative response 
is certainly about the volume and repetition of the experience and effects of this type of offending. 

I will turn very briefly to have a look at this issue of how many people are perhaps committing graffiti crimes. 
That is a very important question, I consider, in understanding the problem that as local members we are all 
dealing with. As I pointed out, in 2003-04 there were 10 426 reported graffiti incidents to police, rising to almost 
16 000 in 2007-08. Those are just the reports and obviously the offences are perpetrated by someone. Sometimes 
one individual will be responsible for multiple incidents of reported graffiti. Of course, we do not catch all 
people who engage in graffiti, but we do catch quite a lot of people who engage in graffiti or, at the very least, 
property damage. Unfortunately, one of the statistical issues we have is, as one member pointed out, that our 
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graffiti offence sits inside the larger offence of property damage, which in some states it does and in some states 
it does not. Whether it is appropriate to have a separate offence of graffiti is in itself an area of some issue and 
debate. In my view, it is not; in fact, I do not even like the word graffiti because in some very basic way it 
glamorises the offence, which is simply property damage but of a particular type. I refer members to section 445 
of the Criminal Code, which deals with the penalty that the bill will amend, and the total number of persons who 
have been sentenced for that offence, of which many anecdotally relate to graffiti: in 2005 there were 
821 persons convicted of that offence of property damage; in 2006 there were 2 075; in 2007 there were 2 232; 
in 2008 there were 2 093. In fact, in 2009 to date, 1 147 people have been convicted of property damage. Let us 
assume for a moment that people engage in multiple incidents of graffiti, what we can read from those statistics 
is that the situation is far from hopeless in terms of society�s and particularly the police�s ability to apprehend 
people who commit graffiti and property damage. Assuming multiple incidents are committed by one person, we 
are actually doing okay. What that says is that traditional policing methods are actually a very important part of 
the overall response to graffiti. 

I will stop and address this issue raised by a number of members that it is not all juveniles, not all children under 
18, who are committing graffiti offences. That is quite correct and this legislation is designed to only restrict the 
supply of these types of implements to persons under 18 years. Members will appreciate that trying to ban the 
sale of these products to 19-year-olds, 20-year-olds, 21-year-olds or 45-year-olds will be very difficult because 
some of us will want to renovate our house or do other things along those lines. Interestingly, when we look at 
the number of juveniles who have been sentenced in each of those years there were 127 in 2005; 346 in 2006; 
361 in 2007; 333 in 2008; and 259 in 2009 to date. Of the total number of people convicted and sentenced for 
property damage, in this year to date, almost 18 per cent of them were juveniles, which is double that proportion 
of the population�s representation in the overall population, so they are overrepresented by double � 

Ms J.M. Freeman: But that could be the simple factor that they are easier to catch or that they do it in a 
different way. There could be factors involved in that. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: There are other alternative rational inferences but the inference I seek to draw is that there 
is some evidence at least�I am trying hard to present members with at least some evidence�that compared 
with the percentage of the overall population, juveniles are more likely to engage in this type of offending than 
adults. I think that is relatively clear, which is why it is important to have some kind of effort to restrict the 
supply of these types of implements to juveniles. 

Before I get off the statistics, the other interesting thing is that increasing penalties and penalties of 
imprisonment must proceed from the basis that people actually go to jail for committing property damage. 
Interestingly, they certainly do. Let us look at the outcomes of imprisonment of the total number of people who 
presented at court where the head offence or the most serious offence of the cluster of offences that an individual 
has gone to court with is property damage. The number in 2005 was 478 people, of whom 24 went to prison. In 
2006, 66 out of 1 162 people presenting at court for property damage received imprisonment; in 2007, 44 out of 
1 184 received imprisonment; in 2008, 1 151 persons were convicted of crimes in which the most serious of a 
cluster was property damage, and 62 of them went to prison. It is a relatively low percentage, as members might 
expect. In 2005, immediate imprisonment was 4.6 per cent; in 2006 it was 5.9 per cent; in 2007 it was 4.8 per 
cent; in 2008 it was 5.9 per cent; and in 2009 it was 6.14 per cent. People do go to prison for property damage 
and graffiti. We would imagine that those people, without going back and looking at every single court transcript 
and statement of material facts, are people who had some record of offending in this area. Nevertheless, 
imprisonment is a final sanction and this in fact highlights another issue that I am very keen on�namely, 
ensuring that people pay their fines or do their community work, because we certainly do not want to send 
everyone who has engaged in graffiti to prison. If we do not make people pay their fines or ensure that they do 
their community work, the community push, which we all experience, for more and more imprisonment will 
simply increase. That is why those other two sentencing dispositions have to be managed very, very carefully 
and very, very properly.  

I will talk now generally about the bill and what it does, having given some view about why it is important 
amongst a raft of other ways in which we go about tackling graffiti. One member spoke about the fact that each 
of the states has different maximum penalties for graffiti. In actual fact, when we look across each of the states 
and territories, there is vast divergence in the variety of penalties for crimes of this type, and graffiti specifically. 
At least in part that is because in some states, as is the case here, the offence of graffiti sits inside the broader 
offence of property damage. In the Australian Capital Territory, graffiti is dealt with under a general offence of 
damaging property. In the Northern Territory, it is dealt with under a general offence of criminal damage. In 
New South Wales, it is a specific offence of graffiti. In Queensland, it is a general offence of wilful damage. In 
South Australia, it is a specific offence of marking graffiti. In Victoria, it is a specific offence of marking graffiti. 
In Tasmania, unlawful injuries to property is the general offence. Interestingly, section 273 of the Tasmanian 
Criminal Code that deals with unlawful injuries in general states � 

Any person who unlawfully destroys or injures any property is guilty of a crime. 
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Tasmania has the odd situation in which no punishment is expressly set out with respect to that offence; it has a 
catch-all provision in its Criminal Code that states that where there is no expressly provided punishment, the 
punishment for any crime shall be imprisonment for 21 years. Therefore, in Tasmania the maximum offence for 
graffiti is in effect 21 years. 

Ms J.M. Freeman: Has anyone been sentenced to that? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I doubt that very much, but it shows the vast variety of legislative responses to graffiti. I 
will quickly go through them.  

The Australian Capital Territory has a $9 000 fine or imprisonment for 10 years or both�that is 10 years� 
imprisonment in the ACT. The Northern Territory has either imprisonment for two years or, if the property is 
greater than $5 000, it is a seven-year maximum � 

Ms J.M. Freeman: With all of these statistics that the Attorney General has looked at, has he also looked at the 
incidents of graffiti and compared them? The Attorney General is comparing the periods of imprisonment and 
has given us the facts on � 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Member for Nollamara, I am a nerd but my time is not limitless! 
Ms J.M. Freeman: But the Attorney General has given us so many other facts. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I understand the point that the member is making: is graffiti less of a problem in Tasmania 
where the maximum penalty is 21 years? I do not know and, even as the member has statistically pointed out, 
there might be other reasonable inferences available about what the cause is: people in Tasmania may find it 
more difficult to write; I do not know. However, I take the member�s point. What I am trying to express for the 
house is that there is a variety of maximum penalties, and in fact we have traditionally sat towards the lower end 
of those maximum penalties. In Queensland, wilful damage attracts a penalty of five years or, if it involves 
obscene or indecent representations, it is seven years. In South Australia, where there is a specific graffiti 
offence, it is $2 500 or imprisonment for six months, which is lower than we would suggest. In Victoria, it is a 
specific offence for graffiti. There is a maximum penalty I believe of �level 7 imprisonment� but I cannot tell 
members what that is. There is a wide variety, and we have gone, generally, towards the middle or lower ends of 
that. The point about increasing the penalty is that we do catch a lot of people who engage in property damage. 
Some of those, albeit a small percentage, go to prison for short periods. By increasing the penalty, the first thing 
we are doing is marking the seriousness of the offence in the eyes of the community, expressed through the 
Parliament, for the courts, and we are ensuring there are strong and robust responses to that. My view is that 
increasing the penalty to two years and a fine of $24 000 is quite fair, and the idea of property damage itself, 
without circumstances of aggravation, attracting only a one-year maximum, is not an accurate reflection of the 
way in which each of our individual communities considers the seriousness of the offence, where it ranks in their 
lives, and the gravity of the criminality involved.  

This takes me now to the issue of the prohibition on the sale of the actual implements. Striking a balance here is 
difficult. One of the issues raised by the member for Perth is this issue on which many questions were asked; 
namely: what about the person who wants the graffiti implement for a legitimate purpose such as to engage in 
art? Ancillary to that is: what about the situation I will loosely call second-hand purchasing of the implement; for 
instance, a situation in which a child says to an adult, �I will give you $20 if you buy a $15 marker pen?� There 
are answers to these questions; I will go through them because they relate to a range of queries raised by 
members. The first thing is that what this legislation does, which is different from the tobacco and alcohol 
product legislation, is prohibit the sale of an implement to a minor�a person under 18. The alcohol and tobacco 
legislation prohibits the sale or supply of alcohol and tobacco to a person under 18. That means that a person 
who bought alcohol for a minor and gave it to him would be breaching the relevant provisions of the legislation. 
The difficulty we face with an item such as this, which is otherwise innocuous except for what it does, as 
opposed to cigarettes and alcohol and their effects on the individual using them is that we do not want to create a 
situation in which a parent cannot go into a shop, buy a pen or some paint for a child who is legitimately engaged 
in art of some type or another and on-supply that to the child. In the circumstances raised by a number of 
members, under this legislation, if a 16-year-old wants a thick marker pen for a legitimate purpose, he will have 
to ask mum or dad to buy it for him. That is the reality of the legislation. 

Mr M.J. Cowper That�s not unreasonable.  
Mr C.C. PORTER: That is what it intends to effect. As is noted, a person who sells a graffiti implement to a 
child in the first instance commits an offence and is liable for a fine of $6 000 and for a subsequent offence is 
liable to a fine of $12 000. �Sale� has a common law meaning and a variety of meanings, but, in effect, it is an 
exchange of commodities for money. Without having to over-draft the bill to encapsulate every conceivable 
circumstance, based on the advice I have been given, it would be likely that, if a child gave another person 
money to buy an implement and that person then gave the implement to the child and took a profit, he would fall 
within the definition of selling to the child. If the child says, �I�ll give you $20 to go and buy the $15 paint can 
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and you can keep $5 for yourself� and the person did that, he would more likely than not fall within the 
definition of selling to that child, even though he was not the shop owner. But there is actually nothing in this bill 
that stops a person supplying it to a child if that person purchased it with his own money. If a parent purchases it 
with his or her own money, that parent can supply it to the child. That is different from the Tobacco Products 
Control Act, which states � 

A person must not sell, supply or deliver a tobacco product or smoking implement to a person who has 
not reached 18 years of age. 

Pursuant to the terms of that act, mum and dad cannot give their child a cigar or a packet of Dunhill cigarettes. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: Or a bong. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Or a bong for that matter. We have said that, in those circumstances, the legislature has 
dipped into parenting, so they just cannot do it. There is no legitimate reason for a 12-year-old to be smoking a 
packet of cigarettes.  

Ms J.M. Freeman: What about the issue the member for Perth raised about a teacher supplying an implement 
for a project? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: This is the point. Although teachers could not pay for cigarettes themselves and supply 
them to the student, the school could pay for art implements and teachers could supply them to children.  

Ms J.M. Freeman: As long as the teacher does not profit from them.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: As long as a teacher does not profit from that exchange. That means that there is an ability 
for a child to get someone to buy it and supply it free of charge. It is not impossible; that could happen. That is 
the legislative sacrifice we need to make to allow the situation both the member for Nollamara and the member 
for Perth raised so that we do not stop parents, teachers or schools paying for an implement and giving it to a 
child. We cannot criminalise the supply of an implement to a child.  

Ms J.M. Freeman: If the child used it to do property damage, you could not prosecute the parent or the teacher.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: That is quite correct. If a 16-year-old says, �I desperately want this for my creative arts 
class� and gets his can of fiddly bits from mum, dad or the teacher and does not do the art but goes out to 
Riverton and spray-paints the wall, there is very little we can do about the supply of that to the child. This 
legislation is simply about trying to find the right balance. Teachers and parents can supply it, but it is not 
inconceivable that a child could pay a premium for an adult to buy it for him, so if the adult buys it and keeps 
some of the money for himself �  

Ms J.M. Freeman: I do not see how it is caught under this act for profit.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: If selling at common law is an exchange of commodities for money, it may be that the adult 
doing the buying is skimming a profit off the top.  

Ms J.M. Freeman: I understand.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: That is a matter that would have to be tested in the court and this is about not over-drafting. 
As I said, the Tobacco Products Control Act states � 

A person must not sell, supply or deliver a tobacco product or smoking implement to a person who has 
not reached 18 years of age. 

That same act states also � 
A person must not purchase a tobacco product or smoking implement on behalf of a person who has not 
reached 18 years of age.  

The Tobacco Products Control Act specifically states that an adult cannot purchase it for a child. We have not 
been able to include that in this bill because of the legitimate purposes for which a texta can be used; whereas 
they do not exist for tobacco products. The situation, which I will not go into, is analogous to that of tobacco.  

In summary, it will certainly be the case that parents and teachers can purchase and supply implements to their 
children. Other adults who purchase on the basis that they keep a profit from the child as part of that purchase, 
could conceivably be selling it to a child. In those circumstances, that will have to be tested by the courts. The 
mischief this is trying to shut down is the fact�I say �fact� because there is strong anecdotal evidence�that 
there are commercial suppliers of these products who sell the type of can I have with me, or textas to children 
over the counter. There is no doubt that that ease of supply is contributing to the problem of graffiti. Another 
issue raised, by the member for Forrestfield I believe, was that one thing this legislation does not do is control 
the sale of these items over the internet. It is an interesting question. The point is that it would actually 
criminalise the sale by an internet supplier, wherever it is located, to a child in Western Australia. The criminal 
law in this jurisdiction has a territorial application. It reads � 
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An offence under this Code or any other law of Western Australia is committed if �  

(a) all elements necessary to constitute the offence exist; and  

(b) at least one of the acts, omissions, events, circumstances or states of affairs that make 
up those elements occurs in Western Australia.  

One of the elements of selling a can like this to a minor would be the minor receiving the can pursuant to the 
commercial exchange. That fact alone would criminalise the selling of the product into Western Australia. 
Without confusing the issue with the internet and buying it online, if a child rang a hardware supplier in Victoria 
and that Victorian supplier took his money and posted the product to the child, conceivably the Victorian 
hardware supplier would have committed an offence against Western Australian law, just as if a Victorian mails 
drugs into this jurisdiction, he commits an offence. 

Ms J.M. Freeman: But there would be difficulty in prosecuting him. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: The likelihood of us going through extradition proceedings against the Victorian hardware 
supplier is low. 

Ms J.M. Freeman: But the likelihood of you discussing cross-jurisdictional issues � 

Mr C.C. PORTER: It is not non-existent. If we had evidence that a hardware supplier was mass supplying cans 
of paint to children in this jurisdiction, it is not inconceivable, but I grant the member the likelihood is low, just 
as it is low for a range of things, the sale and supply of which are prohibited in this jurisdiction. It is very 
difficult to extradite people, whether a person is buying over the internet or � 

Ms M.M. Quirk: So it�s not correct for you to say, Attorney General, as I think you did a couple of weeks ago, 
that the normal investigative processes would be followed to bring to book sellers from interstate or overseas, 
because clearly there are impediments. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Of course. I certainly did not mean to imply by that that we will catch all the people out 
there because normal policing methods do that, but, at its lowest, it is not inconceivable that that would occur. I 
suggest that it may well be the case that some people will try, particularly through postal arrangements, whether 
over the internet or otherwise, to get these implements into the state. No doubt that also could be the subject of a 
police investigation, and it is certainly not inconceivable that that person could be subject to the criminal law. 
That is a problem that exists with the sale of drugs, alcohol or tobacco into this jurisdiction. It is a very difficult 
problem to counter. 

In summary, what I would say as time draws to a close is that there is one true economic fact of life; that is, if we 
restrict the supply of an implement or a commodity, we will increase its price. There is no doubt about that. That 
is one of the reasons why, in a range of areas, I do not accept the arguments about legalisation of drugs, because 
when things are cheaper, the other rule of economics that we know is that people use more of them almost 
invariably. 

What we are doing with this legislation will not solve the problem of graffiti, but I consider that it will be part of 
a range of policy initiatives that will try to get the level of reported graffiti back down to levels that are at least 
acceptable to people; or, if not acceptable, do not have the repetitious effect of ruining people�s lives because 
their business is damaged, their shopfront is graffitied or their car window is etched. These are very difficult 
things to control, but it appears to me that we need to try to reassert some level of authority so that we are back 
down to what are acceptable, if unappreciable, levels of this type of offending. 

I am hoping that in those 40 minutes I have addressed pretty much all of the individual questions that were raised 
by members opposite, which may obviate the need for consideration in detail. It seems to me that I have gone 
through my list of those queries and questions.  

Question put and passed. 
Bill read a second time. 
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr C.C. Porter (Attorney General), and transmitted to the Council. 

GAS SUPPLY (GAS QUALITY SPECIFICATIONS) BILL 2009 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 19 August. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [8.44 pm]: I rise as the lead speaker for the opposition, on behalf of the 
shadow Minister for Energy, who resides in the upper house, to indicate that the opposition supports the Gas 
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Supply (Gas Quality Specifications) Bill 2009. I do not at this stage, depending, of course, upon the Premier�s 
response to what we say, have any intention of moving any amendments to this legislation. 

The legislation, at its core, seeks to allow gas to come on stream in the domestic market that is of different and 
what is described as broader specifications than gas that is currently used in our domestic gas market. The reason 
that this legislation has been brought forward is that the gas that is currently being used is perhaps of higher 
quality than some of the gas that is available to be used. If we want to put additional pressure on the cost of gas 
available for the domestic market�that is, for both residential consumers and business�the best way to do so is 
to increase the supply of gas. One of the important ways of increasing supply is to ensure that we allow gas that 
is currently not permitted to be used in the domestic market to come on stream. It is a fairly simple proposition; 
that is, we allow some of those gas fields that are not in operation to be exploited. That will mean that the gas 
from those gas fields can feed into some of the domestic supply pipelines, and it will be able to power industry 
and business along the route of the pipeline�most probably in the south west of the state. The gas will be used 
by the domestic gas reticulator, and will therefore be used in households in the south west of the state. 

The opposition supports this legislation. I understand that there has been an ongoing process of discussion for 
some considerable time that this legislation should be brought into effect. The opposition has indeed been briefed 
on a few occasions by different people. In particular, I acknowledge BHP Billiton, which has provided one or 
two briefings for me about some of its proposals in this regard. It has a field called Macedon, and it would like to 
bring Macedon on stream for domestic gas supply. Part of the problem with the Macedon gas is that it is higher 
in some impurities and some gases that form the overall component of what is described as natural gas. It is 
higher in some of those gases that reduce the energy content of the gas that comes on stream. Because they 
reduce that energy content, it is obviously gas that does not meet the existing specifications. 

As I understand it, the existing specifications came into effect roughly 30 years ago. Those specifications are 
high, and have been higher than the specifications that are in place in the eastern states of Australia. For the past 
30 years we have operated in this state on the basis of those specifications. Largely, our gas market has been 
powered by the North West Shelf gas project, which has provided the bulk of domestic gas, in particular to the 
south west of the state. Therefore, if we want to bring other gas supplies on stream, Macedon being the one to 
which I am referring, we must provide an opportunity for gas of Macedon-style specifications to come on 
stream. That means legislative amendment. 

BHP Billiton and its Macedon project were very keen for this legislation to go forward. In the initial discussions 
that BHP Billiton had with me, it indicated that it had some concerns about some of the compensation matters 
that might be applicable to BHP Billiton, as a gas supplier. In the latter briefing it provided for me, it indicated 
that the compensation issue was largely resolved as far as it was concerned. I will go into the compensation issue 
in a little while. However, BHP Billiton indicated that it supports this legislation and the way it is structured. I 
also understand that other fields may well come on stream, apart from Macedon. There is one called West Tryal 
Rocks, I think, that might have a similar problem in that its gas does not meet the existing specifications. 
Therefore, if West Tryal Rocks is able to come on stream, obviously that will increase the supply of gas into 
the � 
Mr C.J. Barnett: The gas is probably a fair bit out of spec at West Tryal Rocks, so it might need some 
processing to meet the specifications.  
Mr M. McGOWAN: I was not aware of that fact. 
A few issues have to be resolved. As I indicated, compensation is one issue. I will deal with that in a moment. In 
relation to the marketplace and consumers, this legislation will largely be welcomed by the broader business 
community. Whilst some operators may have concerns about broader specification gas and how it might be used 
by their capital plant, the broad consensus is that it will not just benefit the suppliers of the gas but the users of 
the gas at the end; that is, the businesses and companies in the south west that would use the gas. I do not think 
householders would notice much difference. When we pay for our gas component, we pay for the energy 
component; we do not pay for the square foot of gas that we receive. If there is less energy content, we do not 
pay a higher cost for that just because we are using a greater square footage of gas. I do not think consumers will 
notice any significant difference in this legislation.  

The major users of gas in industry around the south west, of which there are a number, would be happy with this 
bill, particularly in light of the compensation aspects of the legislation. The compensation aspects of the 
legislation are quite complex. The drafter, Jackson McDonald, has done a pretty good job coming up with a fair 
arrangement. I would not use the word �generous� but the legislation tries to take account of all the parties that 
may have some concerns about gas. There are three parties that might have an interest in the compensation 
aspects of the gas. The first are the pipeline operators. A company that owns a pipeline into which gas is being 
fed would want to maximise the capacity of gas that is going through and the energy content of that gas. If 
broader specification gas is going into the pipeline, and that gas obviously takes up more capacity than the 
former specification gas, there may be an issue of compensation or the cost of transporting that gas versus 
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transporting the former specification gas. Therefore, there is an issue of compensation for pipeline operators. The 
second group that may have an issue with compensation, as I indicated earlier, is the business operators in the 
south west who operate major plant and equipment. I am talking about Alcoa, some of the downstream 
agricultural producers and the other major companies in the south west that use gas. Alcoa is the largest one. 
Some of the plant that those major companies have in place was established a long time ago. They might say that 
their plant was designed for the specification of gas that was formerly there. Therefore, if the specification of gas 
coming through is changed, they may believe they are entitled to compensation. That is a fair claim. The 
legislation says if that occurs, the company has to prove damage. If a company that was operating plant changed 
that plant on the basis that the gas was no longer suitable, it could claim compensation provided it could prove 
damage; that is, provided it could prove that it had to change or modify the equipment or provide details of 
whatever cost is incurred. It has to show the damage. That is a basic principle of contract law. I do not think that 
would be a difficulty. In the case of major businesses, that is resolved.  

In the case of consumers, there is an issue with people with certain household products that are over 30 years 
old; that is, products that were installed before 1980. There can be an element of danger with some of these 
household products, whether they are stoves or heaters, with the new specification gas. I will give the best 
example I can. If the broader specification gas comes on-stream, which has a lower energy content, there is the 
prospect of the flame on a stove, heater or hot water system going out. If the flame goes out and the gas is still 
being supplied, that household has a very significant issue, which could potentially be disastrous. That is an 
outside chance but it is recognised by the legislation. The legislation says that people with equipment of that age 
or that vintage will be compensated for the cost of that equipment when it is changed over. These are the sorts of 
things that the Premier should answer in the interests of consumers. What sort of effort will the government 
make to ensure that people are aware of this problem? I am advised that there will be an advertising campaign. I 
think there should be an advertising campaign. People should be aware that if they have equipment above a 
certain age, it could be dangerous to operate that equipment. I do not want to be a scaremonger but that is the 
advice I have received. Some of that equipment could be very dangerous for people. Imagine if a hot water 
system or stove is operating, it goes out and the householder does not remember that it has. If it is a hot water 
system, it will obviously keep operating. It would fill that person�s house with gas and there is an issue of life 
and death for that person�s family. Something very comprehensive has to be put in place to ensure that no-one is 
maimed or killed or suffers any consequence as a result of this change to the gas specification legislation. They 
are the three areas of compensation�pipeline operators, major businesses and consumers.  

I understand that there will be some arrangements regarding disputes. People may have disputes, pipeline 
operators in particular, but also major businesses may have disputes with the suppliers of gas. There will be an 
arbitration procedure under the legislation. The arbitration procedure will allow for those disputes to be worked 
out. It will allow for technical advisers to resolve the major technical issues between the suppliers of the gas, the 
pipeline operators and the major plant and business operators who use the gas. That is a fair mechanism to 
resolve those sorts of issues. I think that is fair.  

We also have to remember that this legislation will change many contracts. It will change the contracts by force 
of law, which is unusual. That is often regarded as a sovereign risk issue. The reason it is changing those 
contracts is that some of those existing contracts between gas users and gas suppliers specify the specification of 
the gas that is being used. By force of law, it will change those contracts to allow the users of the gas to use 
broader specification gas. That is why this legislation had to be negotiated so carefully and in such a considered 
way between users and suppliers of gas. When we change a contract that has been negotiated, usually bilaterally 
but sometimes multilaterally, between a group of people or a group of parties, we have to make sure that we are 
sensitive to their needs. I understand that the regulation-making capacity of the legislation will allow for some of 
those issues that may arise and may not be foreseen at this time and be resolved as time goes by. An important 
component of the legislation is that companies will have a major capacity to deal with some of these issues by 
way of regulation as time goes by.  

Broadly, the opposition supports the legislation. It brings into focus domestic gas issues and the supply of 
domestic gas into the Western Australian marketplace. I am a supporter of a strong domestic gas policy. I have 
always thought that Western Australian resources�gas is obviously the main one, but other resources as well�
should always be available at an affordable rate for Western Australians. That might upset some people, but it is 
a fair proposition for any sovereign government, Parliament or people to insist on as the basis for fair usage of 
our natural resources. I do not wish to delve too much into the history, but Sir Charles Court set up the North 
West Shelf gas project on the basis that it would be first and foremost an opportunity for Western Australians to 
receive some of the benefit from our gas. I am pleased to see that this legislation allows for greater use of 
Western Australian gas and resources.  

In this context, the Gorgon announcement made yesterday also allows for some domestic gas to come online 
over a period, ramping up between 2015 and 2020 to 300 terajoules a day. By comparison, I understand that the 
Macedon project, by the time it is fully operational, will get to around 200 terajoules a day for Western 
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Australian consumption. The Gorgon project and the Macedon project are not dissimilar, although Gorgon will 
be a third bigger than Macedon when it is fully operational in its domestic gas supply. The Gorgon project had 
some issues with the specification of its gas. It has a very high level of carbon dioxide�16 per cent�so the 
removal of the majority of that, to bring it down to roughly six or seven per cent, would bring it within the 
specifications of Western Australia�s gas supply. The way the Gorgon project is stripping the carbon dioxide is a 
very special technique.  

Much has been said about the geosequestration technique. I have heard people say that it does not work and that 
there is no such thing and so forth. However, I went and saw it. I went to a place called Trondheim in Norway in 
2006, and to the headquarters of a company called Statoil, which operates Norway�s offshore oil and gas fields. 
The company is mainly state owned. About 30 per cent is owned by one of the major oil companies�either 
Chevron or Exxon�but the other 70 per cent is state owned. Until the 1950s or 1960s, Norway was always 
known as the poorest country in Western Europe. It had a small population and relied heavily on its fishing and 
whaling activities, and was powered predominantly by hydroelectricity, which it still is. It was not an affluent 
place. After the discovery of oil, the Norwegian people took the decision in the late 70s or early 80s that the oil 
industry would be run by a different model from ours. It would be a state-owned model. Statoil was set up to 
exploit the oil and gas reserves off the coast of Norway. As part of this, 12 or 15 years ago, Norway established 
the world�s largest geosequestration project in Trondheim. I went to see it in company with the people who 
operate it. It is actually located at the Sleipner field, off the coast. They geosequester the carbon dioxide 
produced from the offshore oil and gas fields. They convert it to a liquid before they inject it deep underground. 
It goes down roughly two kilometres. At that level it remains a liquid and remains under high pressure. 
Monitoring bores all over the ocean bed measure whether the gas is seeping to the surface, which is the fear with 
that sort of technology. In the entire time that they have run this plant, over 10 or 15 years, they have not had any 
issues in that regard. It was instructive for me to see that project. I had a day of briefings with the company in 
Trondheim. 

When we did the approvals for the Gorgon project on the basis that this technology was viable and possible, all 
the advice I received was that the geological substratum of Barrow Island was the only place where this 
technology would operate. That is why the Gorgon project had to be on Barrow Island in my mind. The company 
advised us that the only way the project would remain in prospect was if it was on the 400-hectare site on the 
east coast of Barrow Island. That is where the geosequestration plant would be established. At that point in time 
it was costed at $700 million or $800 million. The company told us that if the project was put on the mainland it 
would be too expensive. The company would not be able to geosequester, and we would not have a project. I 
thought the geosequestration was the best aspect of the entire plant. Apart from the jobs, the investment, the 
money and so forth, we would have the world�s biggest geosequestration plant. It would be bigger than the one 
in Sleipner and bigger than the 10 or 12 other operational plants. That was a strong selling point for that project 
and for that site. That was one of the bases upon which I approved it as environment minister in December 2006. 
It had to remain on Barrow Island to achieve that benefit. I understood the arguments of some people on 
environmental grounds that they wanted the project to go ashore, but I thought that on environmental grounds it 
was better to have it up and running and to have that geosequestration component along with more than 
$100 million worth of environmental offsets. I thought it was better to keep it where it was, and we would have a 
bigger geosequestration plant than Sleipner. 

That means that 300 terajoules a day of gas will be able to come into the domestic supply and will meet the gas 
specifications that we are changing with this legislation. I believe that the geosequestration and the domestic gas 
component were the two greatest benefits of this project. I was concerned in 2003, 2005 and 2006, when some 
people indicated that they thought that the project should come ashore. That is one of the unanswered questions 
of this whole project. Some people have rewritten some history around this, but it certainly would have been lost 
to the state. That was the advice we received from Chevron at that point in time. That was the position argued by 
the then Premier. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: I do not want to debate the issue, but the first suggestion to use Barrow Island was made by 
me back in 1996. If you speak to the Gorgon joint venturers, they will confirm that. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I think it is a debate worth having. The Premier said he made the suggestion before I even 
arrived in the Parliament. What year did he say? 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You arrived in 1996, from memory, but during the mid-1990s I made the suggestion to 
Gorgon that, because of the carbon dioxide content, it look at reinjecting into what I assumed would be the old 
oil reservoir, but it is not in fact, it is other sands. That is part of the history, and it was dismissed by Chevron at 
the time as being a fairly fanciful concept. But, to its credit, Chevron worked on it for another year and then 
came back and said it was a serious option.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: If that is the case, it is a fair point. My problem is that subsequent to that, during the lead-
up to the 2005 election, the member for Cottesloe as then Leader of the Opposition said that the entire project 
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had to come to the mainland. He actually said that it was his election policy for the project to be moved to the 
mainland. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: No.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have the media clippings here; it is obvious that the member for Cottesloe said that. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: The media clippings aren�t correct.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: The media clippings quote the member for Cottesloe. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: If you read the speech in Parliament you�ll get a better idea. The bargaining point that Western 
Australia had was the use of Barrow Island. The original proposals did not give this state the deal it should have 
negotiated. Therefore, from the position I was in then, I was making the point that there was a negotiation to be 
had over revenue shares for domestic gas with the commonwealth, and the one bargaining chip that Western 
Australia had was the use of Barrow Island. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: From my point of view, the member for Cottesloe indicated through media quotes in the 
lead-up to the 2005 election that if he were elected, he would renegotiate the project to bring it ashore. He also 
indicated in 2003 that the project agreement was premature and rushed. Is that still his view? 

Mr C.J. Barnett: That�s history now, but I thought to bring in an agreement act in 2003 when the project was 
not due to come into reality until 2006 was evidence that it was premature. Labor and Liberal have different 
approaches to state agreement acts; the Labor Party�s approach is to bring in an agreement act as soon as it 
thinks it can put one together. The approach of Liberal governments is to bring in agreement acts when the 
project is about to start. You can argue the pros and cons of that, but to bring in an agreement act six years ahead 
of the project was, I thought at the time, premature. I said that and I don�t resile from that. I�m not saying it�s a 
bad agreement at all. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The member said it was a bad agreement at the time, but the problem is that he indicated 
that the project should not have been on Barrow Island, and that the project agreement was premature and 
rushed. He said a range of other things at the time also; I understand that that is the sort of thing one says in 
opposition. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: The front page headline was dramatic. I certainly raised the issue; I do not resile from that. I 
made speeches in Parliament, but the newspaper headlines were rather dramatic. They were an exaggeration of 
my position. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The member indicated that he did not think that Western Australia was getting the best 
deal it could, and that is why he said in 2005 that if he were elected to government, he would renegotiate the 
agreement and bring the project to the mainland. The problem from the point of view of the Gallop 
government�I remember Geoff saying this�was that Howard would not tolerate anything other than the 
standard arrangement for the return of commonwealth royalties. The gas was in commonwealth waters; 
therefore, the royalties would go to the commonwealth government. Premier Gallop had to decide whether we 
had the project or not. The Premier�s view is that we should have pushed it further. There would have been two 
problems if we had followed the Premier�s view: firstly, if the project had had to come to the mainland, we 
would not have had a project; and secondly, if we had pushed it further and the commonwealth government did 
not buckle, we would not have the project today, and the Premier would not have signed the agreement 
yesterday. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: That�s a matter of judgement. I would simply say that if I had still been minister at that 
stage�2003�I would have taken a harder line than I saw Labor taking at that stage. That�s a negotiating tactic, 
I guess. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Although I was not in cabinet, I remember it fairly well. It is worth remembering that in 
2003 the so-called boom had not yet hit. For the first couple of years of the Gallop government�s time in office, 
the Western Australian boom had not reached the crescendo it reached in subsequent years. Geoff Gallop and 
Clive Brown negotiated this arrangement with the company and brought in the agreement act. It is a complex 
agreement act; it is big and there are a lot of components to it, including the domestic gas component and other 
components that are not prescriptive but that try to ensure as much local content as possible. The problem with 
the Premier�s approach of negotiating agreement acts at the last moment is that this is not a small project; this is 
the biggest project in the history of the country. I have heard some people say that the project has taken six years 
from 2003 to finalise. This is a company investing nearly $50 billion; it does not do that easily.  

The other point is that the environmental approval was very significant and major. It took the entire six years to 
complete. For the entire time I was Minister for the Environment, the problem of how to resolve this significant 
issue was always on my agenda. As I indicated earlier in the debate, that is the sole reason I went to Norway. It 
was an enormous environmental approval�the biggest one I handled. I had some very tough ones in 2006 that I 
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do not think had been managed before and have not been managed since, including Wagerup, Worsley, FMG 
and expansions to BHP and the like. That is why the agreement act had to be in place back then�because the 
approvals took a long time. I am not an international financier, nor am I an oil tycoon, but it takes a long time to 
get a $43 billion investment in place and settled. As I recall, companies such as Exxon were flighty about their 
investments, and they needed this sort of assurance to put their investments in place. 

I was present at the Premier�s announcement yesterday and at his event this morning. I am not particularly keen 
to argue about who deserves credit, but I do like an accurate historical record of what has happened. I always 
like for there to be some acknowledgement of people who do things, and the names of Geoff Gallop, Clive 
Brown, Alan Carpenter and indeed my name as the former environment minister�not that I care�did not pass 
the Premier�s lips. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Neither did Richard Court�s name, and the names of other people, federal and state, who 
played a role. The point I made was that successive governments, federal and state, played a role in that project. I 
deliberately did not pick names out; we could go back to Ian MacFarlane and a host of other people in the 
corporate sector and in federal and state politics, Liberal and Labor, who played a role in that project, as in any 
major project. I deliberately chose not to name names, because as soon as you start picking names out, you omit 
someone. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The role of Ian McFarlane and the commonwealth government was actually quite limited, 
as the Premier knows. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: That�s a matter of judgement. Ian McFarlane would probably see it differently. I�m not 
promoting his cause, I�m just saying that when you try to say who was the father or mother of a project like this, 
you invariably get it wrong. You may disagree, but I just acknowledged that previous governments, state and 
federal�by implication, Liberal and Labor�had all played a role in this project. The project has waxed and 
waned over the past 15 years. It is a fact that I handled the project for six or seven years during the 90s, and 
ironically I am back now. You handled the project during the intervening period; I recognise that. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I draw the Premier�s attention to just one thing in that regard. When the Chinese gas deal 
was signed in 2002, Richard Court had done the majority of the work at the state level. I know that John Howard 
went along, and from memory Gough Whitlam also went as the sort of father of Australia�s modern relationship 
with China. A number of people were rolled out to be part of it, but from a state point of view there is absolutely 
no doubt that Richard Court was, in a political and governmental sense, the main person to play that role. The 
announcement of that $25 billion LNG deal with China�small by current standards�was made on 9 August 
2002. I have the article from The West Australian and I remember Geoff Gallop calling Richard Court to 
congratulate him, then going out to the press to acknowledge him and give him credit publicly. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Did he call me at the time? I wasn�t offended at the time, but I remember it well. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He called Richard Court, who was Premier at the time, and Geoff was Premier when this 
project was negotiated. I think that is an important point. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: It is an important point; it was very generous of Geoff Gallop, but I also happened to be 
Leader of the Opposition. Although Richard Court certainly played the upfront role in China, I handled all the 
negotiations on the reserve position for the project and made two trips to China, alternating with Richard Court. 
He led in China, but as minister, I did all the renegotiations for train 3, the reserve allocation and most of the 
negotiations with the Chinese government. I accept that and I didn�t complain that time. When you say that, it is 
true, but Geoff Gallop did not get up from here, walk around the other side and say, �Well done, Colin�, so don�t 
rewrite history. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Has the Premier done that with the member for Belmont, the member for Willagee or, 
indeed, me?  

Mr C.J. Barnett: No. The point I make is that that is why I do not go through and pick out names. There are 
some projects that I agree people are directly identified with. When those cases come up, I will acknowledge the 
individuals. There will be one coming up in about a year, but so many people were involved in the Gorgon 
project. As I said, I had an involvement and lots of other people had an involvement too. It happens to be the 
case that has come to fruition now. That�s the way it works. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is right. 

I suppose I will close on this point on this issue. The other day I went to the opening of Rockingham General 
Hospital by the Minister for Health. I was walking along the Geraldton foreshore recently and I saw the plaque 
there where the Premier had opened the Geraldton foreshore, which development the former government put in 
place. The same thing happened with the Bunbury Back Beach project. Next Sunday, of course, the Premier will 
be down south opening the freeway that the former government put in place in conjunction with one-third 
funding from the Howard government. 
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Mr C.J. Barnett: Yes. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I accept that. Elections come and elections go. The Premier will open a range of projects 
on which this government did nothing. That is all true, but the one point about the Gorgon project is that the 
evidence is there, as I outlined to the Premier before, that demonstrates that in 2003-05 the Premier made 
statements and had election policies in place that could have meant the destruction of this project. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: That�s not the situation. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is right; they would have. I am referring to the election policy about moving the project 
to the mainland. I understand the Premier�s criticism that Barrow Island is an environmental jewel and that he 
had some difficulties with that. He had some difficulty with other aspects of the project, but it was moving the 
project to the mainland that was the potential deal breaker. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You are just a bit softer with the multinationals than I am. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is what Peter Coghlan had to say at the time. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Yes, because they knew that with me they had a tough bargain. They knew that Labor would 
be soft. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Ha, ha! 

Mr C.J. Barnett: It�s true. You want to look at the history and the calibre of the agreement acts you put through 
in 2002 and 2003. Some of the projects have come to fruition, but you want to look at some of the characters and 
at the calibre of some of those projects that you brought in as agreement acts; they led to projects many years 
later. Take for example�I won�t name them�a couple of very high-profile projects for which I as a minister in 
the 1990s had negotiated the agreement. I would not bring it into Parliament because all it would do was give an 
open-ended cheque to the proponent. There is a very wealthy person in Australia today � 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Is he in Queensland? 

Mr C.J. Barnett: He is a very wealthy person because you brought in an agreement act which made that person 
a great deal of money. I was never quite that silly. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Is he in Queensland and closely associated with the National Party? 

Mr C.J. Barnett: There�s a fair bit of rent-seeking here. Some of the most wealthy mining entrepreneurs in 
Western Australia have never actually put a shovel in the ground, and you ought to be aware of that. Life goes 
on. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He is in Queensland. I think he hails from the Gold Coast and he wears light-coloured 
suits. His son may well have run for the Parliament in Queensland for the National Party, as I recall. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: However, I am just about to reopen � 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J.M. Francis): Before you do, member for Rockingham, I am cognisant of the 
fact that for 15 minutes I have not heard a single reference to the bill before the house. If I may, I will draw the 
member for Rockingham back to it. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I think I closed on the point, and I have made my point about the role of Geoff Gallop, that 
it would have been appropriate for the Premier to have acknowledged him, and Clive Brown for that matter. The 
record is there on the Premier�s statements in 2003 and 2005. I do not think that over the past year the Premier 
kept saying that the intensity had increased. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: It has. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: With this project the hard work had been done, the criticism had been stared down and it 
is fair to say that from that time the major part of the project had been in place. It then required the company to 
obtain its finances to put it in place, in particular the domestic gas level component. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Those companies don�t obtain finance. If you had listened to the media, you would know that 
they don�t seek finance. Shell doesn�t seek finance. You need to understand that. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Hold on! The Premier is correct: the company had to obtain its finances internally. It had 
to bid internally for projects. Although each of the three parties�Shell, Exxon and Chevron�all said they were 
self-financed from internal resources, they had to bid for finance, as other projects were competing for that 
money. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: No, they don�t. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: They do. They have a range of projects out there. I will tell the house about Exxon in 
particular. It was flighty about this deal. It needed the assurance of the former government, based on the state 
agreement act that we put in place in 2003, which the Premier described as premature. If that had not been in 
place, Exxon might not have been part of it and the Premier might not have been making an announcement of 
that deal recently. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Do you seriously think that a 40 trillion cubic feet of gas resource is going to lie idle? It is one 
of the world�s greatest gas resources. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: At some time of course it would be exploited; it is a matter of when. Some people think 
that it should all be exploited at once. I am not one of those people. However, this project was put in place at a 
time when Western Australia was not in the position it is in now in terms of the number of projects out there; 
therefore, the then government was out there seeking projects and this is one that it obtained. I want to pay 
tribute to Geoff Gallop and Clive Brown in particular for bringing this one to fruition, in particular the domestic 
gas component to which of course this legislation we are dealing with now will apply, and of course the 
geosequestration component and the major environmental offsets that are part of this project. I would especially 
like to see complied with and continued the conditions that we put in place for the protection of turtles and the 
reservation of parts of the coastline and some of the islands there as turtle habitats�sanctuaries if members like. 
I would like to see those parts of the state extracted from pastoral leases to ensure that there is a protected habitat 
for turtle life and marine life in that part of the world. They were certainly some of the conditions I put in place. 
Now they rely upon government action. I think members of the conservation movement probably had a point 
when they asked what would happen if the government changed. They said that they thought I might put the 
conditions in place but they wanted to know what would happen if the government changed. The conservation 
movement had a point. I was not expecting the government to change, but it did change. Therefore, my last piece 
of imploring on this bill is that the government adhere to those conditions that were part of the original and 
major environmental approval in December 2006. The most recent environmental approval was minor by 
comparison. That is a fact. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Ha, ha! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Seriously, the Premier would not know. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: I think I know far more about resource projects than you do. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is 10 million to 15 million tonnes�one extra train�but there could be another project 
in the change. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: The company wasn�t even in the feed process when you were in government. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: How would it have gone into that process without the work that was done? 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Exactly; it wasn�t at the crunch point. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Of course the company would not have done it. 
Mr C.J. Barnett: The crunch comes when they go into the feed process. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The only reason it financed the project is that it was based upon the agreement act we put 
in place. However, I have made all those points. The Premier has said some illuminating things. We support the 
legislation that is now going through the house. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [9.28 pm]: I do not intend to speak at great length on the Gas Supply (Gas 
Quality Specifications) Bill 2009. However, I want to make it clear that I have been a member of Parliament now 
for three and a half years and I am responsible for Gorgon! 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Join the queue! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Gorgon is mine! If it were not for me, Gorgon would not have been signed by the Premier 
yesterday! I think that is clear to all! It is certainly clear to me and it is certainly clear to Kevin Rudd! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: There is an old saying: never get between a state Premier and a bucket of money. A similar 
saying could be: never get in the way of a political leader and a legacy. It has been interesting in the past little 
while watching two political leaders, in particular the Prime Minister and our very own Premier in this place, 
rushing quite hard to claim Gorgon as their very own project, and that nothing would have happened without 
either of them. I think the member for Rockingham just gave a very good historical outline of the Gorgon project 
and the series of many events that took place to get to yesterday�s signing. But whether we in this place like it or 
not, and I think the Premier perhaps needs to reflect on this a little when he describes himself as the one person 
in Western Australia who knows the most about resource projects, politicians are by and large historical 
footnotes to these sorts of developments and these sorts of economic activities. Politicians have a very keen and 
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active role to play, but when we look back in history, it is very rare that a politician�s name is prominently 
attached to a major infrastructure project. I think that 10, 20 or 30 years from now, the Gorgon project will be 
attached to one name and that name, I dare say, is Chevron. I note that the Premier wants to claim this and I 
know he is very keen on Gorgon; however, I dare say that the legacy of Gorgon will be very firmly attached to 
Chevron, not to Colin Barnett, not to Kevin Rudd and not to Geoff Gallop, regardless of the fact that so many 
people had a long role to play, and I acknowledge that. These things do not happen because of one particular 
person, but this project has happened and it reflects well on the fact that Western Australia has developed and 
got this fantastic outcome, more so for Australia than for Western Australia; it is a great national outcome. Once 
this project is built, and is up and running, it will be a fantastic national asset and a fantastic international asset 
for all of us. Therefore, I think it is worth reflecting on and taking that bit of historical perspective.  

The member for Rockingham referred to the Macedon project and BHP Billiton in his contribution to tonight�s 
debate. BHP has been something of an interest of mine in the past little while. I have been reading a book called 
The Big Fella: The Rise and Rise of BHP Billiton, which is a historical look at BHP by Peter Thompson and 
Robert Macklin. It is a very good, interesting piece and it outlines the Bass Strait development, BHP stumbling 
across Bass Strait, and the luck of Mr Weeks in finding, advising and getting his deal with BHP, which made 
him an extraordinarily rich man. However, the name Mr Weeks is no longer attached to the Bass Strait oil and 
gas fields; BHP is the name that is attached to that project. I dare say most Australians, and certainly most 
Victorians and South Australians, would have no idea who the chairman or the chief executive officer of BHP 
was at the time; it was simply BHP. That is the way that history goes, but certainly Western Australia and 
Australia can take great credit for having a legal and regulatory system that has produced such a fantastic 
outcome for Australians.  
I too want to echo the comments made by the member for Rockingham, the former Minister for the 
Environment, about the geosequestration on Barrow Island, which is extraordinary technology. I still cannot 
quite get my head around it, not being a person from a technical background, but it is certainly incredible 
technology. It is something that we need to acknowledge and celebrate.  

An opposition member interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I figure that it has to be more complicated than that; it just sounds far too simple. If it is so 
simple, why are we not doing it elsewhere? 
Anyway, the turtles that had such a prominent role to play in the ongoing negotiations that led to the final 
approvals for Gorgon yesterday will be firmly in Western Australians� minds over the years to come.  

The Gas Supply (Gas Quality Specifications) Bill 2009 is timely and I guess it is coincidental, to a certain extent, 
that it is being debated today, the day after the Gorgon signing. It is a piece of legislation that has been a long 
time in the making, again, by consecutive governments, in getting to where it is today. The opposition obviously 
supports the bill. Interestingly, just a few weeks ago I had a briefing with the Economic Regulation Authority 
about its activities and its future projects. The ERA raised this bill as something of significance for it and for the 
gas industry and hoped that it would come on as a matter of urgency. It has since come on and will be passed by 
this chamber this evening. 
I also want to acknowledge, in respect of my rapid education about the energy sector and the gas industry in the 
past 12 months, the DomGas Alliance, which has been very vocal in wanting to ensure the supply of domestic 
gas. No doubt it will be happy about the passing of this legislation. As the Premier outlined in his second reading 
speech, this legislation when passed will facilitate the development of a greater range of gas fields, which will 
therefore increase the supply of gas to the domestic market and thereby hopefully increase competition and have 
a downward impact on prices. Therefore, in the end consumers will be the beneficiaries of this bill, which is why 
I think that it is not particularly controversial in its passage through the lower house this evening. I want to thank 
the Minister for Energy for his department�s briefing on this piece of legislation to me and the shadow energy 
spokesperson, Hon Kate Doust. 

It is worth noting�the member for Rockingham has already made this point�that what we are really talking 
about is energy content. The consumers, the people at home, will not notice any difference when they use their 
appliances. There will be, obviously, with broader specification gas, a larger amount of gas coming through to 
provide similar energy content; however, consumers will not necessarily know that unless of course their 
appliances are not appropriate to deal with that gas. The rectification program that will deal with that is outlined 
in the explanatory memorandum. I must say that the explanatory memorandum is perhaps one of the more 
detailed explanatory memoranda I have seen for legislation in this place. It certainly gives all members a very 
clear outline of the legislation, what it attempts to do and the complexity of the regulations that will necessarily 
lie behind this bill. The detail of those regulations is currently being developed in anticipation of the passage of 
this legislation. The necessity to deal with some of those contracts on a case-by-case basis, the flexibility 
required et cetera mean that of course those regulations do not form part of the legislation. However, this is a 
very good piece of legislation. Broader specification gas obviously necessarily makes other gas fields that do not 
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have that sort of quality gas or have gas with higher concentrations of impurities more accessible and hopefully 
more commercially viable for those who wish to exploit that gas. 

I have one question about the advertising program that the member for Rockingham referred to. From memory�
I may not be 100 per cent correct as my briefing on this was about a month ago�I think the advertising regime 
will be funded by the private sector. Will that be effectively government advertising and therefore fall within the 
policy and budget of the government advertising budget, or is it something that the government intends to keep 
separate from the standard government advertising budget? I would like it if the Premier could clarify that in his 
response later, as it is something that I am curious about, because obviously there will need to be an extensive 
advertising program to ensure that Western Australians are aware of the changes and certainly are aware of the 
rectification program, for example, for their own pre-1980 gas appliances, which probably applies to half of 
mine. 

I did not intend to speak for as long as I have. Obviously, the opposition supports this legislation. I simply 
wanted to note that I have met with a number of organisations about this legislation, not necessarily in my role as 
shadow Treasurer but simply because of my interest in this area. The DomGas Alliance in particular has been 
active.  

I conclude as I started. It is indeed timely that this legislation has come on at the time of the signing yesterday of 
the final approvals for Gorgon, which, despite the theatre of question time in Parliament, is something that, of 
course, all members of this place have strongly supported for a long time. For longer than my three and a half 
years in this place, Gorgon has loomed large in my mind and in the minds of all Western Australians. 

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee) [9.40 pm]: This is an important bill, and I congratulate the government for 
bringing it forward. It is a very important development for the state of Western Australia. It is an issue that has 
been before the state for some years now, driven really by BHP Billiton�s desire to develop the gas field that was 
referred to earlier, but whose gas had a lower calorific value than the gas that is in the pipeline to the south west 
now, and that has created this problem that needed to be addressed. It was an issue that the former energy 
minister, the member for Cockburn, had been working on for us in government. But, from my recollection, we 
had got nowhere near the point of developing legislation. I sincerely congratulate the government for the work 
that has been conducted on this in the past 12 months. I assume that it is still related directly to BHP�s Macedon 
gas field, which, as I recall, is off the coast of Onslow. In prospect, it provides a very, very significant 
augmentation of the domestic gas supply for the state of Western Australia. Given our domestic energy profile 
and the anticipated growth of our domestic economy, which will be substantial in the next five to 10 years and 
thereafter, getting more gas into the domestic market is a critical issue for the government to grapple with.  

The issues as I recall them were always about who would bear the cost. It is significant that this legislation seeks 
to resolve that by way of a compensation mechanism to compensate end users and gas storage people for the loss 
of that calorific value. What it means is that more gas has to be pumped down the pipeline to get the same 
heating value at the other end. That affects the gas pipeline owners, the gas storage operators and the large 
consumers of domestic gas. There was also the particular issue of safety that the member for Rockingham 
addressed. The initial discussion with BHP was always about whether BHP was prepared to foot the bill that 
would result from lowering the specifications. In particular, it was about the small-scale domestic gas users 
whose heating appliances could have caused major safety issues in ordinary households from using lower 
calorific value for the very reasons that the member for Rockingham mentioned. It has happened in other parts of 
the world. I have been present at times that it happened in Britain, when gas had leaked due to its low calorific 
value. That caused gas flames to go out and left gas still running, filling households and buildings with gas and 
causing the gas to explode and the buildings to be blown apart. If anyone was inside the buildings, loss of life 
occurred. That was a prospect that had to be dealt with here, but the question was: who would bear the cost of 
the safety mechanisms that had to be put in place and of the replacement equipment, and how would that 
mechanism operate? I am happy, from what I have observed from this legislation, that that now seems to have 
been addressed.  

Although I am not as familiar with the situation as I once was, I understand there are other gas fields, with a 
lower calorific value that can also be exploited and that have a broader specification, enabled by this legislation. 
The gas industry might seem complicated, but neither the export industry nor the domestic market is overly 
complicated. A liquefied natural gas facility looks overwhelmingly technical, but it is in fact more or less a large 
refrigerator. The gas is pumped from off shore, frozen, reduced substantially in volume and shipped to a user 
where it is expanded and burnt. The issue here for domestic gas is slightly different. It is about the volume of gas 
that can be sent down the pipeline and how that occurs. I think there are opportunities for Western Australia far 
beyond those we have been able to exploit so far in our domestic gas industry structure.  

I would be interested to hear some responses from the Premier to a couple of questions related to domestic gas. I 
must admit that they are not specifically related to this legislation, but flow from it and the domestic gas issue. I 
want to background my questions a little bit first. I do not intend to traverse the same ground as the member for 
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Rockingham did in relation to who should be acknowledged as the instigators or the main drivers of the various 
gas projects. Everyone will make their jump on that and everyone has probably had a different experience. My 
view on the Gorgon project, for example, is that it is substantially a project that was brought to bear by the 
government I was a part of. Some of the initial work was done by the previous Court government, and the final 
bit of fairly minor work, I believe�I was not involved in the discussion, so I say that as an outside observer�on 
the approval of the expansion from 10 million to 15 million tonnes per annum, was done by the current 
government.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: I won�t argue �  
Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I am not interested in arguing. 
Mr C.J. Barnett: �but there has genuinely been an incredible intensity over the past nine months on this 
project. I am not discounting anything done before, but your former agencies�the environment agency�have 
worked to extraordinary intensity because the project was coming to the crunch. That is when the heat goes up.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: Precisely. That does not surprise me. An enormous amount of work was done over the 
years the Labor Party was in government. It was more intense at different periods because there was more 
requirement at different periods. For example, I remember when the member for Rockingham was the 
environment minister and had the very heavy responsibility of determining the environmental approvals for the 
project, as it then was, for 10 million tonnes per annum on Barrow Island, and all the intricacies and political 
difficulties that went with that, only for me to be confronted with the position put by the project partners that 
they were intending to expand it again. I think it started as a five million tonne per annum project, went to 
10 million tonnes and then to 15 million tonnes, and the partners talked about a 20 million tonne per annum 
project. A huge amount of work, which attracted international attention, was involved with how to develop the 
carbon geosequestration element of it and how to manage the environmental sensitivity around Barrow Island, 
which was largely done by the Minister for the Environment as the member for Rockingham then was, because 
that is what was required at the time. I recall also�this is leading up to one of my questions�a meeting I had 
with the three project partners. I congratulate Colin Beckett, as the project manager; I think he has done a 
magnificent job and should be given great accolades by those of us in government in Western Australia for the 
role he has played in bringing this project together. There were times when the project looked shaky due to 
international factors, pricing and cost factors. The cost of the development of the facility escalated enormously 
with the economic boom we experienced during 2005, 2006 and 2007. The cost of inputs also escalated 
enormously, and it was difficult trying to manage the three partners�Chevron, Shell and ExxonMobil. I think it 
was the first time they had been involved in a partnership. From my observations Exxon in particular was less 
enthusiastic about the time lines, shall we say, than were Chevron and Shell. Exxon seemed to me to be more 
content with a longer time line, driven I think by an interest in other projects around the world, than were 
Chevron and Shell, particularly Colin Beckett, who obviously was charged with trying to bring the project to 
reality as quickly as he possibly could.  

The meeting to which I referred at the start of that little story that I have just told was one in which there was a 
discussion about an expansion from 10 million tonnes to 15 million tonnes, I think, and the ExxonMobil 
representative of the three partners told me that if we insisted on a domestic gas component, there would be no 
project. I remember the meeting very clearly. I have had several meetings of that nature. He explained that the 
development costs of the project had escalated to such an extent that if we insisted on the domestic gas 
component, there would be no Gorgon project. We had some discussion about that, and the meeting was left at 
this point: I responded to Colin Beckett and the other partners that if there was no domestic gas component, there 
was no project, so they should go away and think about that; they should go away and think about the fact that if 
there was no domestic gas component to the Gorgon project, they did not have a Gorgon project. They came 
back within a week and said that they had re-crunched the numbers and they had figured out that they could 
probably do a domestic gas component, and probably do it quicker than they thought they could do it in the 
initial phase. 

The domestic gas component, as I recall, required the partners to set aside two TCF�that is, two trillion cubic 
feet, not as I think the Premier said inadvertently this morning when he referred to cubic feet rather than trillion 
cubic feet�of the then 13 trillion cubic feet that constituted the project. That was the size of the project, I think, 
when the state agreement was struck in 2003�13 trillion cubic feet. If we do the maths, two trillion cubic feet of 
that 13 trillion cubic feet represents about 15 per cent of the then resource to be reserved for domestic gas 
production. One of my questions to the Premier is: do we still have a two TCF reservation for domestic gas 
production? I say that because subsequent to that agreement being struck, the project grew to a 40 TCF project 
because other gas fields were added to the project. One of the discussions that we were having was that the 
40 TCF should conform to the 15 per cent domestic gas reservation policy also, so it was, therefore, much 
greater than two TCF. It was in fact more like six TCF. I would be interested to know whether, as part of the 
agreement or the final understanding, there is an agreement that the 15 per cent domestic gas reservation policy 
still applies over the broader Gorgon project. 
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That original 15 per cent domestic gas reservation, or the two TCF, was insisted upon by my predecessor as state 
development minister, Clive Brown. The origins of the 15 per cent domestic gas reservation policy lie with Clive 
Brown, not, as the Premier has asserted publicly recently, with Sir Charles Court. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: It was the basis of the North West Shelf agreement. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: There was a North West Shelf agreement that related to domestic gas, but if we look at 
the history of the North West Shelf agreement, we will see that it is completely and utterly different in its nature 
and its genesis from this project. The state agreed to take or pay for a huge quantity of domestic gas under the 
North West Shelf agreement. That was the reason that the federal government, in return, agreed to a royalty 
compensation for the state. In fact, Sir Charles Court�s agreement put the state at peril financially. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: No, you are totally wrong. There were two components. There was the take-or-pay contract 
and there was the reservation. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: The agreement had to be renegotiated subsequently by David Parker, as I recall. I think 
so. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Yes, he had a go. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: He did. The 15 per cent domestic gas reservation policy upon which I based my 
government�s 15 per cent gas reservation policy found its origins in the work done by Clive Brown, not Sir 
Charles Court. As I have said publicly and privately, I am a fan of the work that Sir Charles Court did for the 
state of Western Australia and its development; I am, unashamedly, much to the chagrin of many people in the 
Labor movement. He had other qualities that did not sit so comfortably with my political view of the world, but 
the industrial development of this state owes a great deal to the work that he did.  

I want to know whether we still have a 15 per cent domestic gas reservation policy. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: We have a reservation of 300 terajoules per year. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: That does not answer the question. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: That is as per the Barrow Island agreement of 2003. That is unchanged.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: It does not really answer the question. That takes the answer specifically to the 
13 trillion cubic feet construction of the Gorgon project, which is now at least a 40 TCF project. That is not a 
criticism; I was asking a question. More broadly, though, because we have other LNG projects coming on track 
soon, do we still have a 15 per cent domestic gas reservation policy? That is the first question. Secondly, in any 
of his discussions with Inpex, did the Premier raise that 15 per cent domestic gas reservation policy? I did. I have 
heard the criticism that the Premier levelled at the member for Belmont, which is completely unfair if he knows 
the history of it. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: I do. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: No, he does not. The Premier has been given only a version of it. If he had lived the 
history of the Inpex project, he would understand that his criticism of the member for Belmont�it does not 
resonate in public anymore, anyway, so this is just my explanation to the Premier�was completely unfair. I 
travelled to Japan, like the Premier did, but I did not travel to Japan to grovel at the feet of the Japanese.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: That is highly offensive. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: It is what the Premier did. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: That is highly offensive, particularly as my father fought the Japanese in New Guinea. I find 
that personally offensive.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: If that is the case, the Premier behaved offensively to the people of Western Australia. 
Grovelling to the Japanese company, Inpex, and asserting that somehow the state of Western Australia was at 
fault � 

Mr C.J. Barnett: It was. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: It was not. Let me explain what happened. It will not be reported; it is too late. Inpex 
insisted on absolute unfettered access to the Marat Islands. In fact, it originally wanted freehold, or the 
equivalent thereof. It did not want to deal with environmental approvals or Indigenous issues and it did not want 
to have any other gas-producing company on its site. I took advice on this matter from none other than Richard 
Court. It was not a party political thing. The look on the Premier�s face says it all. He is dismissive of Richard 
Court�s contribution to Western Australia. He holds him in contempt. I find that very sad. I think Richard Court, 
like his father, did an enormous amount of good for the state of Western Australia and he deserved to be 
acknowledged � 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: Did you tell him that when he was here? 
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER: Yes. He deserved to be acknowledged for the role he played in developing the LNG 
industry with China. The Premier was a minister. I have heard him take credit for the carbon geosequestration 
idea for Barrow Island, which is laughable considering his only public utterances were in opposition to the 
location of the Gorgon project on Barrow Island, not once but over and over again. He said that the project 
should not go on Barrow Island. The Premier rewrote history. The sad thing about it is that the member for 
Cottesloe does not understand that what he is saying is not true, even when it is about remarks he made about his 
own history. If he was attached to a lie detector, it would never show a lie because he believes absolutely 
everything he says. The fact is that his only public utterances about the Gorgon project were in opposition to it. 
He said that it should go on the mainland or it should not happen. He was opposed to the Pluto project, another 
great development. He steadfastly opposed that project. He rewrote history to suit himself. Richard Court 
deserves the accolades that he got for the development of the LNG industry. I heard the Premier concoct some 
bizarre story that he was responsible for the development of the LNG trade with China. He flew around showing 
the iron ore industry to a Chinese official who was curious about the LNG industry, so the Premier landed the 
plane and talked to him about it and that sparked the whole idea. That is absurd nonsense. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: No, it�s a matter of fact that when Zhu Rongji visited here � 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: That is � 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You�re so bitter and twisted.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: Premier, I am not. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You are.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: Okay.  

Let me tell the house about the Inpex project. Inpex wanted a deal including no 15 per cent domestic gas 
reservation, to be able to site wherever it wanted�not a hub location, let alone a hub facility�and unfettered 
access to the island. If we had agreed to its demands, the state of Western Australia would have had absolutely 
no bargaining position on any project that came along thereafter. We would have ceded any position that the 
state could take on the development of any project. It would have been a disaster for Western Australia. That is 
the truth.  

I sat in the boardroom of Inpex in Tokyo, across the table from its chairman, managing director and everybody 
else they could muster in the room, and told them the cold, hard fact that if it wanted to do business in Western 
Australia, there were some pretty basic and not very difficult thresholds that it had to meet. That is what 
happened. It did not want to meet them. If we had given away those thresholds, it would have been the end of the 
state of Western Australia as an entity capable of exercising its jurisdictional powers.  

What this Premier did was to run off to Japan because he was given a distorted version of what happened in the 
election campaign. He took off to Japan and apologised to Inpex. He did the state of Western Australia a major 
disservice. It was ridiculous and the Premier should not have done it. That is what happened with Inpex.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: I am sorry, but you may not recall that you weren�t on the trip with me to Japan. You wouldn�t 
have any idea about what I said.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: The Premier came back and told this house what he had done; that is, that he 
apologised �  

Mr C.J. Barnett: What I did was to re-establish the relationship with Japan.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: Nonsense. The Premier has no idea; he is a bungler. The Japanese have no respect for 
people who grovel before them.  

Dr G.G. Jacobs: That is not fair.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: What does the member for Eyre think the Japanese thought when the new Premier of 
Western Australia rocked up and apologised, in a most craven way, for not giving in? It is ridiculous.  

Anyway, I sincerely congratulate the government for this piece of legislation. It is a significant piece of 
legislation that will help to facilitate the growth of the domestic � 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: If you liked it so much and you were there for eight years, why didn�t you do it, if it wasn�t 
rocket science?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I could equally ask why the now Premier did not do it in the eight years beforehand. 
Timing is everything, member for Eyre.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: We did and you buried it.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I am actually giving the Premier credit for what he has done here.  
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Dr G.G. Jacobs: You missed an opportunity then.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I advise the member for Eyre that the situation had not got to the point at which this 
legislation was absolutely necessary. There were initial discussions with BHP about the Macedon gas field. 
Those discussions developed into an inquiry into, or report on, how the issues inhibiting the development of that 
field could be resolved. We were voted out of government and the new government came in and took up the 
action. That is good.  

When members opposite have been in government for a while and are being blamed for everything that has not 
happened, they will understand that things take time and they do not put in place new infrastructure, 
developments or agreements when nobody is asking for them.  

By the time this matter had come to a head we were out of government. I congratulate this government for 
addressing this issue in this way. It is a good outcome. We will have to see how the legislation works and 
whether the compensation mechanisms work sufficiently well, but I trust that they will. Well done.  

I think that for the development of various parts of our resource industry, particularly with the Gorgon project�
we may or may not see it again with the Pluto project�there has been a significant rewrite of history. Be that as 
it may, it does not actually worry me. I am not bitter about it. I am very happy, member for Cottesloe, that we 
have this incredible project. It will mean a massive boost to the economy of Western Australia, and that is a great 
thing. I think that the Wheatstone project will be a great thing. I think that Fortescue Metals Group has turned 
out to be a great project for Western Australia, and various other projects have been good as well. This is a good 
piece of legislation. I hope it works well, and that it delivers the benefits to the economy of Western Australia 
through increased provision of domestic gas that we all anticipate it will.  

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe � Premier) [10.06 pm] � in reply: I thank members opposite for their 
support of this legislation. We have had a wide-ranging discussion about the Gorgon project, North West Shelf, 
Richard Court, Sir Charles Court, Geoff Gallop and everyone else and I have made my comments on that. People 
will debate the history of projects. I think that the member for Victoria Park summed it up best: the main people 
responsible for this project are Chevron Shell and ExxonMobil.  

I am not going to debate the issue, but I have been associated with the Gorgon project for over 15 years. It is 
unusual that I can be a minister and then come back as a minister, but the reality is that all these projects take 
years to develop. The North West Shelf gas was found in the 1960s. Sir Charles Court was associated with the 
North West Shelf, but in reality a lot happened on that project before he was a minister, but he brought it to 
fruition.  

In terms of Gorgon, I acknowledge, and I acknowledged yesterday, that successive governments, state and 
federal, have played their role. I again state for the public record�members opposite might not want to hear it�
but the real heavy lifting took place in the past 12 months. Members opposite do not need to take my word for it; 
they can ask Chevron, because that is what happened. That is, inevitably, as it will be. When Chevron went into 
final engineering and design into the feed, in front-end engineering and design processes in September last 
year�about the same time as the change of government�that is when it spent the $300 million to this stage; 
that is when all the issues came to the fore. I acknowledge that it was working against the framework of the 
Barrow Island Act, which was put through Parliament in 2003. The opposition of the day supported that 
legislation and voted in this chamber in support of it.  

The intensity of effort is found when a project comes to the crunch. I have to say that I have been involved in a 
lot of projects over the years and members opposite probably think that I played no role at all, and I am happy 
for their view of history to prevail. However, the two projects in my time that had the most intensity have been 
Gorgon over the past 12 months and the goldfields gas pipeline 10 years ago. Those two projects took intense 
effort to get them over the line. That is the reality, and we can debate that forever, and members opposite will 
have other examples.  

The last point I will make about this is that I take exception to the member for Rockingham suggesting that 
somehow I tried to take credit for all aspects of the Gorgon project. At no stage in what I said yesterday did I say 
that. I acknowledged previous governments. The member made the point that I acknowledged previous 
governments, federal and state. 

Mr M. McGowan: I did not say that. You are verballing me. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Rockingham talked about acknowledging individuals. I chose 
deliberately not to do that or to acknowledge senior public servants who played a role. For example, I could pick 
out the name of Dr Des Kelly, who did an enormous amount of work in the 1990s on the Gorgon joint venture; 
he has been retired for seven years. We cannot start that game. There are too many people over too long a period.  

Mr M. McGowan: I took your interjections.  
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: I just want to make this point. The member for Rockingham drew attention to and tried to 
draw some comparison with the sale of gas to China that happened when the Liberal government was defeated 
and Labor came to office in 2001. There is a parallel, but there is an element of timing in this. The sale of gas to 
China, the LNG train 3 on the North West Shelf and the variation of the reserve position had all been put in place 
prior to the election campaign. The election took place in February. The sale to China was announced three or 
four weeks later.  

Mr M. McGowan: It was 18 months later.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The sale to China was very quickly afterwards.  

Mr M. McGowan: It was September 2002.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: In any case, the arrangement had been there. We could go on forever.  

Mr M. McGowan: Are you going to take my interjection, as you said you would?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am going to make my speech and I will come back, but I will give the member plenty of 
time. We can argue that forever and a day. This bill is about widening the gas specification. It happened in the 
late 90s.  

Mr M. McGowan: It was 9 August 2002.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: But that was the final bidding process. The bids had been put in, the adjustment to the 
reserve position had been made, the approvals for train 3 were in place and that was the bidding process and the 
assessment by China. That rolled out and it happened under the Labor government, but there was no 
graciousness, as the member for Rockingham would so describe. Governments change and projects take place. 
The only point I make is that I will not in any way discount the efforts of the joint venture partners, respective 
ministers and respective agencies over the past 12 months in getting Gorgon over the line. The member for 
Rockingham can dismiss that and say it was minor, but he should talk to the public servants in environment, state 
development or mines about the workload they have had in the past six months to get this project over the line. 
The crunch time always comes at the end.  

Mr M. McGowan: I will just say one last thing. You just said that you deliberately did not acknowledge anyone 
at the event yesterday, otherwise you would have had to acknowledge everyone. That is why you did not 
acknowledge Geoff Gallop, Clive Brown and the like. Why did you specifically acknowledge Brendon Grylls, 
Norman Moore and Donna Faragher? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Because they are the current ministers who yesterday with me signed off on the 
agreements.  

Mr M. McGowan: So you did acknowledge people. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The carbon dioxide liability issue only came up in the past few months. 

Mr M. McGowan: No, I was considering that. It was always on the cards; don�t you remember? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Work took place, but the project is still there. 

I want to go back and answer the questions raised specifically about the gas specification. Members are right�
this legislation is primarily in the first instance to do with Macedon. The specification of the heating or energy 
value of gas and its chemical composition was laid out almost 30 years ago to recognise the gas qualities of the 
North West Shelf gas. That has been a barrier to other gas coming in. Some relaxation of that was made during 
the late 1990s when I was Minister for Energy, and further measures were due to be made in 2003. They did not 
happen, but that has caused no great damage. Now Macedon is a real project and the specifications will be 
widened to accommodate Macedon. The problem is that some gas has a higher level of either carbon dioxide or 
nitrogen, which are basically inert gases with no energy component. If there is a higher proportion of those gases 
overall, that volume of gas has less energy. When Macedon is developed and its gas is fed into the gas pipeline, 
it will be a different specification. The advice I have is that its volume relative to the whole gas pipeline is still 
relatively small, so even though it is off specification, when it goes into the pipeline and mixes up with the 
existing gas, the total gas will still be within specifications. 

It is unlikely that any gas will be delivered to Perth homes or industry, even with projects like Macedon, that 
would be outside the current specification for at least five to 10 years. This legislation anticipates something that 
is five to 10 years away. However, if Macedon and other projects outside of the specifications come online, and 
if they total enough to force all the pipeline gas on average out of specification, there will be a need for the 
compensation measures to pipeline operators and major customers and there will be a need to advise 
householders owning older appliances to replace them. At a minimum this situation is five years away and more 
likely 10 years away. 
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The question was raised about the particular effect on householders. Let us say that in 10 years� time the gas is 
out of specification and some pre-1980 appliances are deemed to be unsafe. Most appliances considered to be 
unsafe will actually be pre-1970. Nevertheless, there may be 20 000 of them. There will be an advertising 
campaign at that stage, which is probably 10 years away�government controlled but most likely done through 
Alinta�to reach gas customers. They will have their appliances replaced. If they choose to buy a better 
appliance they will get a fair deal. If an appliance has to be pulled out and a new one put in, all the cabinet work 
will be done as part of that. That is estimated to cost about $35 million when it occurs. However, that is maybe a 
decade away, and we will be dealing with a relatively small number of appliances. Those who have a sense of 
history should bear in mind that when natural gas was first delivered to Perth in 1984, replacing coal-based 
synthetic gas, all gas appliances in Perth had to be either adjusted or replaced. That was a major task in the 
1980s. This, by comparison, is a very small task. However, this legislation lays that out and enshrines that 
obligation. The producers of the off-spec gas, such as Macedon and whichever other company might come on 
stream, will fund the program. It will be coordinated by the government of the day and it will look after safety 
for householders. 

A couple of other questions were raised. There are benefits for doing this. It will allow smaller and different 
specification gas fields to come into production. Hopefully, that will increase the gas supply. If market 
economics work, hopefully it will force down the price of gas. The price of gas in Western Australia is high. 
Typically, the price of gas for major contracts is about $8. In 2001, it was about $1 or $1.50. We had a major 
competitive advantage then. The world has changed. In the US, gas can be bought for $3. We went from being a 
low-priced gas economy to a high-priced gas economy. Natural gas is Western Australia�s great natural 
advantage. Hopefully, in the future we will have more gas producers to sell the gas to the domestic market at a 
comparable price to which it is fed into an LNG plant. Gas in Western Australia might then cost about $4 or $5. 
If we do that, we will get back our international competitive advantage. That is something that this government 
will be setting out to do. It is a real issue that will not be easily solved. 

The member for Willagee raised a couple of questions. The gas reservation of the Gorgon project is as it was laid 
down in the Barrow Island Act 2003. If anything has changed, it is that the reservation has firmed from 150 
terajoules to 350 terajoules per day. Does that equate to 15 per cent? No, it probably does not. One of the issues 
of gas reservation is that it has been levelled at about 15 per cent of the reserve at the time. As the reserve 
decreases, that percentage is diluted. Does that matter? Not necessarily if the reserve is growing and more 
discoveries are made. When the gas fields expanded further, there would be a revision of that reservation. That 
would be the time to do it. 

Some comments were made about the Inpex project. That was one of the defining issues in the state election 
campaign a year ago. Japan, our major trading partner for the past 40 years, said that it was too hard to develop a 
gas resource off the Western Australian coast. It decided that it would pipe the gas 800 kilometres below the sea 
to Darwin. That probably cost the former Labor government the election. The member for Willagee implied that 
the incoming Liberal-National government would allow the Japanese to do what it wanted. We would not have 
in any way contemplated the use of Marat Islands. I made that very clear to Inpex from day one. We said that we 
would find it a site on the Kimberley coastline and that we would not do what Labor had done and give the 
Aboriginal people an absolute right of veto. That was the difference. The reason that the former government lost 
Inpex was not Marat Islands but that it gave Aboriginal people an absolute right of veto. That is why Inpex left. 
That was a defining difference between the Liberal Party and the Labor Party in that election campaign. I said 
that there would not be a right of veto for the Aboriginal people, or indeed any other community in Western 
Australia. The state government would decide where the gas was processed. That was the difference. It was not 
about Marat Islands. Inpex was never going to develop it in Marat Islands. That was unacceptable. I agreed with 
the former government about that. 

Mr M. McGowan: He asked you about domestic gas and whether you gave Inpex an assurance that it would not 
have to comply with domestic policy. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, I did not. I said that I supported it. I said that during and prior to the election 
campaign. When I was a humble backbencher, I supported the 15 per cent reservation. I publicly supported that 
policy, which the previous Premier promoted, on a number of occasions. It was a variation. I think it was 
portrayed in some circles as a new policy. I made the point that the North West Shelf gas project, way back in its 
agreement act, also had a reservation. It was different in nature and had changed. The North West Shelf 
reservation was not simply a take-or-pay component. There were two parts to it. There was the take-or-pay 
contract. That gas was reserved because the state had purchased it. The second component was the gas reserve. I 
know about that very well because when North West Shelf was selling to China and wanted to build the third 
and the fourth train, it did not have enough proven gas at that stage. The only way it could legitimately offer a 
sale contract was if the state gave some slack on the reservation, which we did in the late 1990s. That allowed 
the then government to sign the contract with China. The member for Rockingham said that I had nothing to do 
with the gas sale in China. I will not dispute that. Richard Court�s greatest achievement was probably the sale of 
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gas to China. Richard Court in every sense led that. I provided a supportive role. My role in that project was 
handling some of the agreement act issues. The major role there was the renegotiation of the gas reservation. 
That was not the take-or-pay gas but something above it. However, it is all history. I think that the member for 
Victoria Park got it right when he personally took credit for the Gorgon project: whoever is on the island when 
the project goes to 25 million tonnes and digs a shovel in will probably say it is his achievement.  

Western Australia does succeed because although we have differences and positions may change over time, 
basically both sides of politics have supported major projects in this state and have honoured state agreements. 
The opposition members may be upset and think that the state agreement should have got more elevation 
yesterday, but the point is that in all the negotiations that took place over the past 12 months, this government 
honoured the state agreement of 2003 that passed through this Parliament. We did not change it or the 
reservation. We kept to it. That has been one of the abiding principles of this Parliament over the years; that both 
parties have accepted state agreements and, to the letter, have honoured them. We honoured that state agreement. 
We did not attempt to reopen the agreement act at any stage over the past 12 months. It would have been quite 
improper to do so.  

I thank members for their support of this bill. This is about gas specification. It is a timely piece of legislation 
because it is allowing new gas fields to develop that do not have the narrow specification. It will not change the 
overall mix that much in the pipeline; it will put 200 terajoules of Macedon gas into a 1 000-terajoule pipeline 
and it will all get mixed up. Maybe as other Macedons and other fields come in, in 10 years� time it may have a 
different specification and, at that stage, pre-1980 and mainly pre-1970 appliances will need to be replaced. This 
at least makes it clear and gets it out there. I think it is sensible and timely legislation and I thank members for 
their support of it.  

Question put and passed. 

Bill read second time.  

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr C.J. Barnett (Premier), and transmitted to the Council. 

WASTE AVOIDANCE AND RESOURCE RECOVERY AMENDMENT BILL 2009 
Standing Orders Suspension � Notice of Motion 

By leave, Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House) gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would 
move � 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the Waste Avoidance and 
Resource Recovery Amendment Bill 2009 to proceed through all remaining stages without delay 
between the stages. 

House adjourned at 10.23 pm 

__________ 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 

PUBLIC HOUSING � NUMBER PER SUBURB 

1179. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Housing and Works 

In relation to the amount of State-owned housing per suburb in the metropolitan area, could the Minister outline: 

(a) whether the Government has a target in terms of the number of State-owned housing per suburb; 

(b) if yes to (a), what is the target, in percentage terms, of State-owned housing per suburb; 

(c) as a percentage, the number of State-owned housing in each suburb of the metropolitan area as at 
1 August 2008; and 

(d) as a percentage, the number of State-owned housing in each suburb of the metropolitan area as at 
1 August 2009? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Information is being sought from the Department of Housing. The information will be tabled as soon as it 
becomes available. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH CROSBY TEXTOR 

1181. Mr M. McGowan to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

I refer to the company Crosby Textor and ask: 

(a) could the Deputy Premier advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any 
contact with representatives of the company Crosby Textor since 23 September 2008; 

(b) if yes to (a), who of the Ministerial staff had contact or met with the representatives; 
(c) if yes to (a), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s; 
(d) if yes to (a), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s; 
(e) if yes to (a), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(i) if yes to (e), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(a) No. 
(b)-(e)  Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH CROSBY TEXTOR 

1182. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Fisheries; 
Electoral Affairs 

I refer to the company Crosby Textor and ask: 

(a) could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with representatives of the company Crosby Textor since 23 September 2008; 

(b) if yes to (a), who of the Ministerial staff had contact or met with the representatives; 

(c) if yes to (a), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(d) if yes to (a), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(e) if yes to (a), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(i) if yes to (e), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(a)-(e)(i) One letter dated 19 August 2009 has been received from Crosby Textor inviting participation in a 
survey. This request has been declined.  

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH CROSBY TEXTOR 

1183. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

I refer to the company Crosby Textor and ask: 
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(a) could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with representatives of the company Crosby Textor since 23 September 2008; 

(b) if yes to (a), who of the Ministerial staff had contact or met with the representatives; 

(c) if yes to (a), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(d) if yes to (a), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(e) if yes to (a), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(i) if yes to (e), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(a) Our records do not indicate any contact with this company. 

(b)-(e) Not Applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH CROSBY TEXTOR 

1184. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

I refer to the company Crosby Textor and ask: 

(a) could the Minister advise if her Chief of Staff or any other of her Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with representatives of the company Crosby Textor since 23 September 2008; 

(b) if yes to (a), who of the Ministerial staff had contact or met with the representatives; 

(c) if yes to (a), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(d) if yes to (a), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(e) if yes to (a), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(i) if yes to (e), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(a) No 

(b)-(e)  Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH CROSBY TEXTOR 

1186. Mr M. McGowan to the Treasurer; Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; Housing and 
Works 

I refer to the company Crosby Textor and ask: 

(a) could the Treasurer advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with representatives of the company Crosby Textor since 23 September 2008; 

(b) if yes to (a), who of the Ministerial staff had contact or met with the representatives; 

(c) if yes to (a), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(d) if yes to (a), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(e) if yes to (a), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(i) if yes to (e), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(a) No 

(b)-(e) Not Applicable. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH CROSBY TEXTOR 

1187. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

I refer to the company Crosby Textor and ask: 

(a) could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with representatives of the company Crosby Textor since 23 September 2008; 

(b) if yes to (a), who of the Ministerial staff had contact or met with the representatives; 
(c) if yes to (a), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s; 
(d) if yes to (a), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s; 
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(e) if yes to (a), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(i) if yes to (e), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a) No contact 

(b)-(e) Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH CROSBY TEXTOR 

1188. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming; Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Health 

I refer to the company Crosby Textor and ask: 

(a) could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with representatives of the company Crosby Textor since 23 September 2008; 

(b) if yes to (a), who of the Ministerial staff had contact or met with the representatives; 

(c) if yes to (a), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(d) if yes to (a), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(e) if yes to (a), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(i) if yes to (e), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

(a) No. 

(b)-(e) Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH CROSBY TEXTOR 

1190. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

I refer to the company Crosby Textor and ask: 

(a) could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with representatives of the company Crosby Textor since 23 September 2008; 

(b) if yes to (a), who of the Ministerial staff had contact or met with the representatives; 

(c) if yes to (a), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(d) if yes to (a), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(e) if yes to (a), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(i) if yes to (e), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  
(a)-(e) [See paper 1273.] 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH CROSBY TEXTOR 

1192. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Community Services; 
Seniors and Volunteering; Women's Interests 

I refer to the company Crosby Textor and ask: 

(a) could the Minister advise if her Chief of Staff or any other of her Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with representatives of the company Crosby Textor since 23 September 2008; 

(b) if yes to (a), who of the Ministerial staff had contact or met with the representatives; 

(c) if yes to (a), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(d) if yes to (a), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(e) if yes to (a), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(i) if yes to (e), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(a) No 
(b)-(e) Not applicable 
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MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH CROSBY TEXTOR 

1193. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

I refer to the company Crosby Textor and ask: 

(a) could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with representatives of the company Crosby Textor since 23 September 2008; 

(b) if yes to (a), who of the Ministerial staff had contact or met with the representatives; 
(c) if yes to (a), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s; 
(d) if yes to (a), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s; 
(e) if yes to (a), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(i) if yes to (e), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(a) No 

(b)-(e) Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH CROSBY TEXTOR 

1194. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural 
Interests 

I refer to the company Crosby Textor and ask: 

(a) could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with representatives of the company Crosby Textor since 23 September 2008; 

(b) if yes to (a), who of the Ministerial staff had contact or met with the representatives; 
(c) if yes to (a), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s; 
(d) if yes to (a), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s; 
(e) if yes to (a), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(i) if yes to (e), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(a) Yes. 
(b) Acting Executive Officer. 
(c) Crosby|Textor emailed the Minister on Thursday 20 August 2009. 
(d) Crosby|Textor sought meeting to conduct a confidential interview to discuss Woodside's general 

operations. The meeting request was declined via email message. 
(e) No. 

(i) Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH CROSBY TEXTOR 

1195. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Forestry; Minister Assisting the Minister 
for Education 

I refer to the company Crosby Textor and ask: 

(a) could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with representatives of the company Crosby Textor since 23 September 2008; 

(b) if yes to (a), who of the Ministerial staff had contact or met with the representatives; 

(c) if yes to (a), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(d) if yes to (a), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s; 

(e) if yes to (a), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(i) if yes to (e), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(a) No 
(b)-(e) Not applicable 
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MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1198. Mr M. McGowan to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

(1) Could the Deputy Premeir advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has met with 
or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Ms Edwardes? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1) Yes. 

(2) Met with Mr Ian Wight-Pickin. Had contact with Rosemarie Helmerand; Melinda  Hayes and Christian 
Allier. 

(3) 14 November 2008 (contact); 24 November 2008 (meeting); 18 December 2008 (luncheon); 20-23 
April 2009 (e-mail contact); 27 and 28 July 2009 (e-mail contact);  6 August (contact � unallocated 
seating). 

(4) 14 November � Email inviting Mr Ian Wight-Pickin to a seminar on public private  partnerships and 
email apology from Mr Ian Wight-Pickin regarding the same subject.  

24 November � Mr Ian Wight-Pickin had a meeting in company with the Hon Dr Kim  Hames at 
which Ms Edwardes, Mr Chris Carman and Ms Ann Burns gave a briefing  on the North Port Quay 
project that was proposed for North Fremantle.  

18 December 2008 � Mr Ian Wight-Pickin was invited to a boardroom luncheon with  Minter Ellison 

27 July 2009 � email invitation to Mr Ian Wight-Pickin to a seminar on good design  

28 July 2009 � email apology from Mr Ian Wight-Pickin regarding the invitation.  

20-23 April 2009 � emails from Rosemarie Helmerand regarding FOI 3rd party  consultation "all 
documents making reference to both 'nickel' and 'concentration,'  and all documents making reference to 
both 'nickel' and 'level/s'. 

6 August 2009 � no subject, unallocated seating with Melinda Hayes, Ian Wight- Pickin, Christian 
Allier and invitees to the breakfast forum at the Hyatt Hotel. 

(5) Yes. 

(a) 24 November 2008 � meeting with Hon Dr Kim Hames, Mr Ian Wight-Pickin, Ms  Cheryl 
Edwardes, Mr Chris Carman and Ms Ann Burns. 

6 August 2009 � Mr Ian Wight-Pickin, Melinda Hayes and Christian Allier  (unallocated 
seating) with invitees to the breakfast forum at the Hyatt Hotel  (representatives of Health and 
Curtin University of Technology). 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1199. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Fisheries; 
Electoral Affairs 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has met with or had 
any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Ms Edwardes? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Assuming this question does not relate to private/personal contact and this is referring to face to face contact, the 
following information is provided: 
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(1) Yes 
(2) Chief of Staff. 
(3) 16/06/2009 
(4) Regional Port Authorities. 
(5) No 

(a)  Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1200. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has met with or had 
any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Ms Edwardes? 
(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1) Yes 
(2) Doug Cunningham, Steve Imms, Derek Carew-Hopkins 
(3) 22/1/2009  
(4) LandCorp Board Restructure 
(5) Yes 

(a) Brendon Grylls, Minister for Regional Development; Lands 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1201. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

(1) Could the Minister advise if her Chief of Staff or any other of her Ministerial staff has met with or had 
any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Ms Edwardes? 
(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 
Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 
(1) Yes 
(2) Belinda Lees, Tourism Policy Adviser 
(3)-(5) 

Dates of 
contact/s or 
meeting/s 

Nature of subject of discussion 
during the contact/s or meeting/s 

Names of people present during the contact/s or meeting/s 

14 October 2008 Appointment request Kimberly Clifton, Executive Assistant 

31 October 2008 Forward of appointment request 
previously emailed on 14 Oct 2009 

Connie Smith, former Appointment Secretary 

31 October 2008 Forward of appointment request 
previously emailed on 14 Oct 2009 

Kimberly Clifton, Executive Assistant 

20 January 2009 Briefing on North Port Quay Project Dr E Constable MLA, Minister for Tourism; Belinda Lees, Tourism 
Policy Adviser and Chris Carman; North Port Quay Project Director, 
Benchmark Projects Australasia 

21 January 2009 Tourism WA Contact for North Port 
Quay Project 

Belinda Lees, Tourism Policy Adviser 

22 January 2009 Acknowledgement of receipt of 
Tourism WA contact details 

Belinda Lees, Tourism Policy Adviser 
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MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1203. Mr M. McGowan to the Treasurer; Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; Housing and 
Works 

(1) Could the Treasurer advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has met with or had 
any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Ms Edwardes? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

1.  Yes 

2.  David Wawn 

3.  10 December 2008 

4.  Luncheon to introduce the new Government to Minster Ellison Partners and Senior Lawyers. 

5.  Yes. 

5a.  As Cheryl Edwardes is not on the Lobbyist Register, no record was kept of attendees at this luncheon. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1204. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has met with or had 
any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Ms Edwardes? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) No contact 

(2)-(5) Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1205. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming; Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Health 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has met with or had 
any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Ms Edwardes? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

(1) Yes. 

(2)-(5)  Ms Edwardes contacted the Minister's Chief of Staff, Steve Manchee, on behalf of the Committee for 
Economic Development of Australia, which was conducting an information seminar on public private 
partnerships. The seminar was supported by Minter Ellison lawyers. Ms Edwardes was an employee of 
Minter Ellison. 
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The Minister's Sport and Recreation Policy Adviser, Michael Cutler, attended the seminar to assess 
whether public private partnerships might be used in future sports infrastructure development. 

Ms Edwardes and about 100 people attended the seminar on 10 December 2008. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1206. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Planning; Culture and the Arts 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has met with or had 
any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Ms Edwardes? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

As of 12 August 2009 

(1) Yes 

(2) Neil Thomson Chief of Staff and Johan Gildenhuys and Ian Patterson Policy Advisers 

(3) Meetings on 9.10.2008 and 5.11.2008 

Emails dated 19.01.09; 17.07.09; 28.07.09 

(4) North Port Quay; City of Stirling Planning Scheme No3;D'Orsogna 

(5) Yes 
(a) Brad Thomson; Peter Cimitis; Anne Burns; Minter Ellison. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1207. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has met with or had 
any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Ms Edwardes? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1)-(5) [See paper 1274.] 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1209. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Community Services; 
Seniors and Volunteering; Women's Interests 

(1) Could the Minister advise if her Chief of Staff or any other of her Ministerial staff has met with or had 
any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Ms Edwardes? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(1) No 
(2)-(5a)  Not applicable 
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MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1210. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has met with or had 
any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Ms Edwardes? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(1) No. 
(2)-(5a) Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1211. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural 
Interests 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has met with or had 
any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Ms Edwardes? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(1) Yes. 

(2)-(5) The Ministerial Office received correspondence dated 20 October 2008 seeking the Minister's 
availability to attend a board luncheon. The Minister indicated he was not available; however, no advice 
to this effect was provided to Ms Edwardes. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1212. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Forestry; Minister Assisting the Minister 
for Education 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has met with or had 
any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Ms Edwardes? 
(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(1) No 
(2)-(5) Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1214. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier; Minister for State Development 

(1) Could the Premier advise if he has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 
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(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Office of the Premier advises: 

(1) Yes 

(2) 24 June 2009. 

(3) Tenix 

(4) Yes � Paul Salteri 

There may be occasions where the Premier has had contact with Paul Everingham or representatives of 
his company socially.  

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1215. Mr M. McGowan to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

(1) Could the Deputy Premier advise if he has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1) No. 
(2)-(4)  Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1216. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Fisheries; 
Electoral Affairs 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

As at 12 August 2009: 

(1) Yes, at the Business Observers Programme 2008. 
(2) 21 November 2008  
(3) Norseman Gold � discussion about DOIR seeking royalties. 
(4) Yes 

(a)  Trevor Whittington. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1217. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 
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Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1) No 

(2)-(4) Not Applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1218. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

(1) Could the Minister advise if she has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) No 

(2)-(4) Not Applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1220. Mr M. McGowan to the Treasurer; Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; Housing and 
Works 

(1) Could the Treasurer advise if he has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(1)-(4) The Treasurer met with associates of GRA Everingham on 18 February 2009 to discuss Perth Arena 
and the Seniors fuel card. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1221. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) Yes 

(2) 21 November 2008 

(3) Discuss general opportunities relating to companies SAP and SERCO 

(4) No 

(a) Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1222. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming; Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Health 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 
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(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

(1) Yes. 

(2) 4 December 2008. 

(3) Matters discussed included a background on Betfair, national race fields legislation and the state of the 
racing industry in Western Australia. 

(4) Yes. 

(a)  Andrew Twaits, CEO Betfair Australasia. 

Josh Blanksby, Manager Legal and Regulatory Affairs, Betfair Australasia. 

Paul Everingham, GRA Everingham. 

John Nichols, Minister's Office. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1223. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Planning; Culture and the Arts 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

As of the 12 August 2009 

(1-4a)  No 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1224. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1)-(4) Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 1190. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1226. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Community Services; 
Seniors and Volunteering; Women's Interests 

(1) Could the Minister advise if she has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 
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Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(1) Yes, with Jason Marocchi, Associate Director of GRA Everingham 

(2) 24.2.09 

(3) Regarding a computer system and program for streamlining grants applications and compliance by 
NGOs. 

(4) Yes 

(a) Kevin Humfrey, Chief of Staff 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1227. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(1) No. 

(2)-(4) Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1228. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural 
Interests 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(1) Yes. 

(2) 21 August 2009. 

(3) Update on progress of Member's Equity stadium upgrade. 

(4) No. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1229. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Forestry; Minister Assisting the Minister 
for Education 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a 
representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(1) Yes. Norm Taylor (Senior Counsel, GRA Everingham) 

(2) 23 December 2008 

(3) Pacific Energy's biomass power proposal 
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(4) Yes 

(a) Adam Boyd (Pacific Energy), Scott Mitchell (Chief of Staff), Ian Rotheram (Policy Advisor), 
Tim Whyte (Ministerial Liaison). 

MINISTERS � FAMILY MEMBERS IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

1232. Mr M. McGowan to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

(1) Could the Deputy Premier advise if any family member (including spouse, children or sibling) of the 
Deputy Premier is employed in the Deputy Premier�s Office, the office of another Minister, or the 
policy division of the Department of Premier and Cabinet; and 

(a) if yes to (1), what is the name of the family member or family members? 

(2) In which office is the family member or the family members employed? 

(3) Is the family member, or family members, a public sector employee or employed on a Term of 
Government contract? 

(4) What is the job title of the family member or family members? 

(5) What is the role of the family member or family members? 

(6) What is the classification level and salary of the family member or family members? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1) No. 

(a) Not applicable. 

(2)-(6)  Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � FAMILY MEMBERS IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

1233. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Fisheries; 
Electoral Affairs 

(1) Could the Minister advise if any family member (including spouse, children or sibling) of the Minister 
is employed in the Minister�s Office, the office of another Minister, or the policy division of the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet; and 

(a) if yes to (1), what is the name of the family member or family members? 

(2) In which office is the family member or the family members employed? 

(3) Is the family member, or family members, a public sector employee or employed on a Term of 
Government contract? 

(4) What is the job title of the family member or family members? 

(5) What is the role of the family member or family members? 

(6) What is the classification level and salary of the family member or family members? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1) No. 
(a) Not applicable. 

(2)-(6)  Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � FAMILY MEMBERS IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

1234. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

(1) Could the Minister advise if any family member (including spouse, children or sibling) of the Minister 
is employed in the Minister�s Office, the office of another Minister, or the policy division of the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet; and 

(a) if yes to (1), what is the name of the family member or family members? 

(2) In which office is the family member or the family members employed? 

(3) Is the family member, or family members, a public sector employee or employed on a Term of 
Government contract? 

(4) What is the job title of the family member or family members? 
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(5) What is the role of the family member or family members? 

(6) What is the classification level and salary of the family member or family members? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1) No. 

(a) Not applicable. 

(2)-(6)  Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � FAMILY MEMBERS IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

1235. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

(1) Could the Minister advise if any family member (including spouse, children or sibling) of the Minister 
is employed in the Minister�s Office, the office of another Minister, or the policy division of the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet; and 

(a) if yes to (1), what is the name of the family member or family members? 

(2) In which office is the family member or the family members employed? 

(3) Is the family member, or family members, a public sector employee or employed on a Term of 
Government contract? 

(4) What is the job title of the family member or family members? 

(5) What is the role of the family member or family members? 

(6) What is the classification level and salary of the family member or family members? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) No. 

(a) Not applicable. 

(2)-(6)  Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � FAMILY MEMBERS IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

1238. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

(1) Could the Minister advise if any family member (including spouse, children or sibling) of the Minister 
is employed in the Minister�s Office, the office of another Minister, or the policy division of the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet; and 

(a) if yes to (1), what is the name of the family member or family members? 

(2) In which office is the family member or the family members employed? 

(3) Is the family member, or family members, a public sector employee or employed on a Term of 
Government contract? 

(4) What is the job title of the family member or family members? 

(5) What is the role of the family member or family members? 

(6) What is the classification level and salary of the family member or family members? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1)-(6) Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � FAMILY MEMBERS IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

1239. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming; Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Health 

(1) Could the Minister advise if any family member (including spouse, children or sibling) of the Minister 
is employed in the Minister�s Office, the office of another Minister, or the policy division of the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet; and 

(a) if yes to (1), what is the name of the family member or family members? 

(2) In which office is the family member or the family members employed? 

(3) Is the family member, or family members, a public sector employee or employed on a Term of 
Government contract? 
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(4) What is the job title of the family member or family members? 

(5) What is the role of the family member or family members? 

(6) What is the classification level and salary of the family member or family members? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

(1) Nil. 

(2)-(6) Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � FAMILY MEMBERS IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

1241. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

(1) Could the Minister advise if any family member (including spouse, children or sibling) of the Minister 
is employed in the Minister�s Office, the office of another Minister, or the policy division of the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet; and 

(a) if yes to (1), what is the name of the family member or family members? 

(2) In which office is the family member or the family members employed? 

(3) Is the family member, or family members, a public sector employee or employed on a Term of 
Government contract? 

(4) What is the job title of the family member or family members? 

(5) What is the role of the family member or family members? 

(6) What is the classification level and salary of the family member or family members? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1)-(6) Members of the Minister's family are not employed in any Minister's offices or the policy division of 
DPC. 

MINISTERS � FAMILY MEMBERS IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

1243. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Community Services; 
Seniors and Volunteering; Women's Interests 

(1) Could the Minister advise if any family member (including spouse, children or sibling) of the Minister 
is employed in the Minister�s Office, the office of another Minister, or the policy division of the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet; and 

(a) if yes to (1), what is the name of the family member or family members? 

(2) In which office is the family member or the family members employed? 

(3) Is the family member, or family members, a public sector employee or employed on a Term of 
Government contract? 

(4) What is the job title of the family member or family members? 

(5) What is the role of the family member or family members? 

(6) What is the classification level and salary of the family member or family members? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(1) No 

(2)-(6)  Not applicable 

MINISTERS � FAMILY MEMBERS IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

1244. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) Could the Minister advise if any family member (including spouse, children or sibling) of the Minister 
is employed in the Minister�s Office, the office of another Minister, or the policy division of the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet; and 

(a) if yes to (1), what is the name of the family member or family members? 

(2) In which office is the family member or the family members employed? 

(3) Is the family member, or family members, a public sector employee or employed on a Term of 
Government contract? 
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(4) What is the job title of the family member or family members? 
(5) What is the role of the family member or family members? 
(6) What is the classification level and salary of the family member or family members? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

Answer 
(1) No. 

(a) Not applicable. 
(2)-(6)  Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � FAMILY MEMBERS IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

1245. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural 
Interests 

(1) Could the Minister advise if any family member (including spouse, children or sibling) of the Minister 
is employed in the Minister�s Office, the office of another Minister, or the policy division of the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet; and 

(a) if yes to (1), what is the name of the family member or family members? 

(2) In which office is the family member or the family members employed? 

(3) Is the family member, or family members, a public sector employee or employed on a Term of 
Government contract? 

(4) What is the job title of the family member or family members? 
(5) What is the role of the family member or family members? 
(6) What is the classification level and salary of the family member or family members? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(1) No. 
(a) Not applicable. 

(2)-(6)  Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � FAMILY MEMBERS IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

1246. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Forestry; Minister Assisting the Minister 
for Education 

(1) Could the Minister advise if any family member (including spouse, children or sibling) of the Minister 
is employed in the Minister�s Office, the office of another Minister, or the policy division of the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet; and 

(a) if yes to (1), what is the name of the family member or family members? 

(2) In which office is the family member or the family members employed? 

(3) Is the family member, or family members, a public sector employee or employed on a Term of 
Government contract? 

(4) What is the job title of the family member or family members? 

(5) What is the role of the family member or family members? 

(6) What is the classification level and salary of the family member or family members? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(1) No. 
(a) Not applicable. 

(2)-(6)  Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH LOBBYISTS 

1248. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier; Minister for State Development 

I refer to the Western Australian Register of Lobbyists and ask: 

(a) which companies or individuals listed on the Register has the Premier met with since 23 September 
2008; 
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(b) on what dates did the meetings take place; 

(c) what is the name of the company or individuals the Premier met with; and 

(d) what is the name of the company or individual the lobbyists were representing at the meeting? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Office of the Premier advises: 

(a)-(d) Tamatha Smith, 24th October 2008, Yilgarn Infrastructure. 
Stephen Galilee, 24th March 2009, Leighton Contractors. 
Barry MacKinnon, 6th April 2009, North West Iron Ore Alliance. 
Paul Everingham, 24th June 2009, Tenix. 
Paul Omodei, 15th July 2009, Not applicable (personal). 
The Premier has also come into contact with other lobbyists including Katie Hodson-Thomas, Willie 
Rowe, Alastair Furnival, Megan Anwyl, Matt Hanbury, Ray Sputore and Trent Mumford, Jason 
Marocchi.  

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH LOBBYISTS 

1249. Mr M. McGowan to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

I refer to the Western Australian Register of Lobbyists and ask: 

(a) which companies or individuals listed on the Register has the Deputy Premier met with since 
23 September 2008; 

(b) on what dates did the meetings take place; 

(c) what is the name of the company or individuals the Deputy Premier met with; and 

(d) what is the name of the company or individual the lobbyists were representing at the meeting? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(a) Christison Ewing and Associates (The NCS Group) and Enhance Corporate Pty Ltd. 

(b) 21 October 2008 and 6 May 2009 

(c) 21 October 2008 � David Stuart Christison, Emma & Peter Tierney.  6 May 2009 � Ross Field, 
Hon Andrew Refshauge & Derek Colenbrander 

(d) Emma & Peter Tierney; Careflight 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH LOBBYISTS 

1250. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Fisheries; 
Electoral Affairs 

I refer to the Western Australian Register of Lobbyists and ask: 
(a) which companies or individuals listed on the Register has the Minister met with since 23 September 

2008; 
(b) on what dates did the meetings take place; 
(c) what is the name of the company or individuals the Minister met with; and 
(d) what is the name of the company or individual the lobbyists were representing at the meeting? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(a)-(d)   [See paper 1269.] 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH LOBBYISTS 

1251. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

I refer to the Western Australian Register of Lobbyists and ask: 
(a) which companies or individuals listed on the Register has the Minister met with since 23 September 

2008; 
(b) on what dates did the meetings take place; 
(c) what is the name of the company or individuals the Minister met with; and 
(d) what is the name of the company or individual the lobbyists were representing at the meeting? 
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Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(a) 
1  Tamatha Smith (Professional Public Relations)  
2  Peter Dowding (Fremantle Consulting) 
3  Megan Anwyl (Megan Anwyl)  
4  Sarah Browne (FD Third Person) 
5  John McCourt (McCourt and Associates) 
6  Wendy Pryer (Wendy Pryer) 
7  Anne Burns (Halden Burns) 

(b)  
1  Anwyl 4/11/2008 
2  Smith: 5/11/ 2008,  7/4/2009 
3  Pryer 11/11/2008 
4  Dowding: 4/12/2008, 12/5/2009 
5  McCourt 4/2/2009 
6  Browne 1/4/2009 
7  Burns: 4/4/2009 

(c) 
1  Tamatha Smith (Professional Public Relations)  
2  Peter Dowding (Fremantle Consulting) 
3  Megan Anwyl (Megan Anwyl)  
4  Sarah Browne (FD Third Person) 
5  John McCourt (McCourt and Associates) 
6  Wendy Pryer (Wendy Pryer) 
7  Anne Burns (Halden Burns) 

(d) 
1  Smith: Yilgarn Infrastructure 5/11, Mega Uranium 7/4 
2  Dowding: Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation (both dates) 
3  Anwyl: North West Iron Ore Alliance 
4   Browne: Galaxy Resources 
5  McCourt: Himself 
6  Pryer: Leedal Holdings Pty Ltd 
7  Burns: General regional development matters 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH LOBBYISTS 

1252. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

I refer to the Western Australian Register of Lobbyists and ask: 
(a) which companies or individuals listed on the Register has the Minister met with since 23 September 

2008; 
(b) on what dates did the meetings take place; 
(c) what is the name of the company or individuals the Minister met with; and 
(d) what is the name of the company or individual the lobbyists were representing at the meeting? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(a) Nil 
(b)-(d)  Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH LOBBYISTS 

1255. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

I refer to the Western Australian Register of Lobbyists and ask: 
(a) which companies or individuals listed on the Register has the Minister met with since 23 September 

2008; 
(b) on what dates did the meetings take place; 
(c) what is the name of the company or individuals the Minister met with; and 
(d) what is the name of the company or individual the lobbyists were representing at the meeting? 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a)-(d) 
Date of Meeting Name of Lobbyist Lobbyists were representing 

5/11/2008 Daniel Smith, CPR  Tenix Solutions 

21/11/2008 Stephen Galilee, Shac Communications Leighton Contractors 

21/11/08 Paul Everingham, GRA Everingham SAP, SERCO 

15/04/2009 Emiliano Barzotto, Theodorsen Consulting Sporting Shooters Association 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH LOBBYISTS 

1256. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming; Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Health 

I refer to the Western Australian Register of Lobbyists and ask: 

(a) which companies or individuals listed on the Register has the Minister met with since 23 September 
2008; 

(b) on what dates did the meetings take place; 

(c) what is the name of the company or individuals the Minister met with; and 

(d) what is the name of the company or individual the lobbyists were representing at the meeting? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 
(a)  (b) (c) (d) 

David 
Christison 

21 October 
2008 

David Christison, Peter Tierney (Halls Creek 
Liquor Store), Minister for Health 

Peter Tierney, Halls 
Creek Liquor Store owner 

Paul 
Everingham 

4 December 
2008 

Paul Everingham, Andrew Twaits (Betfair), Josh 
Blanskby (Betfair), Jon Nichols (Minister's 
Office) 

Betfair Pty Ltd 

Katie Hodson-
Thomas 

25 March 
2009 

Katie Hodson-Thomas, Jim Miller (Macquarie), 
Mick Lilley (Macquarie), Steve Manchee 
(Minister's Office) 

Macquarie 

Anne Burns 4 April 2009 Anne Burns North Quay Development 

Fay Dudas 4 April 2009 Fay Dudas Not representing any third 
parties. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH LOBBYISTS 

1257. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Planning; Culture and the Arts 

I refer to the Western Australian Register of Lobbyists and ask: 

(a) which companies or individuals listed on the Register has the Minister met with since 23 September 
2008; 

(b) on what dates did the meetings take place; 

(c) what is the name of the company or individuals the Minister met with; and 

(d) what is the name of the company or individual the lobbyists were representing at the meeting? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

As of the 12 August 2009 

(a) Chris Codrington; Stephen Galilee; Gary Snook. 

(b) 24.02.09; 01.04.09; 08.07.09 

(c)-(d) Marcus Plunkett; Leighton Contractors; North Head Property respectively. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH LOBBYISTS 

1258. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

I refer to the Western Australian Register of Lobbyists and ask: 

(a) which companies or individuals listed on the Register has the Minister met with since 23 September 
2008; 
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(b) on what dates did the meetings take place; 

(c) what is the name of the company or individuals the Minister met with; and 

(d) what is the name of the company or individual the lobbyists were representing at the meeting? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(a)-(d) Please refer to Legislative Council Question on Notice 826 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH LOBBYISTS 

1260. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Community Services; 
Seniors and Volunteering; Women's Interests 

I refer to the Western Australian Register of Lobbyists and ask: 

(a) which companies or individuals listed on the Register has the Minister met with since 23 September 
2008; 

(b) on what dates did the meetings take place; 

(c) what is the name of the company or individuals the Minister met with; and 

(d) what is the name of the company or individual the lobbyists were representing at the meeting? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(a)-(d) [See paper 1270.] 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH LOBBYISTS 

1261. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

I refer to the Western Australian Register of Lobbyists and ask: 

(a) which companies or individuals listed on the Register has the Minister met with since 23 September 
2008; 

(b) on what dates did the meetings take place; 

(c) what is the name of the company or individuals the Minister met with; and 

(d) what is the name of the company or individual the lobbyists were representing at the meeting? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(a)-(d) [See paper 1271.] 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH LOBBYISTS 

1262. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural 
Interests 

I refer to the Western Australian Register of Lobbyists and ask: 

(a) which companies or individuals listed on the Register has the Minister met with since 23 September 
2008; 

(b) on what dates did the meetings take place; 
(c) what is the name of the company or individuals the Minister met with; and 
(d) what is the name of the company or individual the lobbyists were representing at the meeting? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(a) Manika Pty Ltd and GRA Everingham. 
(b) 25 March 2009 and 21 August 2009. 
(c) Gary Snook � Manika Pty Ltd and Jason Marocchi � GRA Everingham. 
(d) Nil.  

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH LOBBYISTS 

1263. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Forestry; Minister Assisting the Minister 
for Education 

I refer to the Western Australian Register of Lobbyists and ask: 

(a) which companies or individuals listed on the Register has the Minister met with since 23 September 
2008; 
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(b) on what dates did the meetings take place; 

(c) what is the name of the company or individuals the Minister met with; and 

(d) what is the name of the company or individual the lobbyists were representing at the meeting? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(a)-(d) 27 May 2009: Damien Capp, SHAC; Leighton Contracting. 
28 January 2009: Peter Quinn, CPR; Gull Petroleum. 
23 December 2008: Norm Taylor, GRA Everingham; Pacific Energy. 
25 November 2008: Fay Duda, Enhance Corporate WA; Careflight. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

1266. Mr M. McGowan to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

I refer the Deputy Premier to each department and agency under the Deputy Premier�s control, including his 
Office and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting 
(including public, corporate and media relations); 

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; and 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Deputy Premier 

(a) One 

(b)-(c)  Jean Perkins, Media Advisor � Level 6 

Department of Health 

(a) 52 

(b)-(c)  [See paper 1265.] 

Office of Health Review 

(a) One 

(b) PSGA Level 5 

(c) Communications Officer 

Nurses and Midwives Board 

(a) 1 staff member who is part-time 30 hours per fortnight. 

(b) GOSAC Level 7 ($86,017 For a full time staff member) 

(c) Communications Manager 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a) Four 

(b) Level 7.2, Salary $93,845 
Level 6.3, Salary $83,083 
Level 5.2, Salary $70,501 
Level 4.2, Salary $61,688 

(c) Manager Public Affairs 
Senior Public Relations Officer 
Public Relations Officer 
Corporate Communications Officer 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

1268. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister�s control, including his Office and ask: 



7028 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 15 September 2009] 

 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting 
(including public, corporate and media relations); 

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; and 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 
Gascoyne Development Commission 
(a)  Nil 
(b)-(c)  Not Applicable 
Goldfields Esperance Development Commission 
(a)  Nil 
(b)-(c)  Not Applicable 
Great Southern Development Commission 
(a)  Nil 
(b)-(c)  Not Applicable 
Kimberley Development Commission 
(a)  Nil 
(b)-(c)  Not Applicable 
LandCorp 
(a)  12 

(b)-(c) As per below 
 

POSITION TITLE SALARY BAND 

Manager Marketing & Communications $130,000-$150,000 

Communication Manager $110,000-$125,000 

Partnering Marketing Manager (P/time) $110,000-$125,000 

Program Marketing Manager Metropolitan $90,000-$100,000 

Program Marketing Manager Industrial $90,000-$100,000 

Program Marketing Manager Regional $90,000-$100,000 

Project Marketing Manager -Regional North $80,000-$90,000 

Project Marketing Manager � Regional South $80,000-$90,000 

Project Marketing Manager � Metropolitan $80,000-$90,000 

Project Marketing Manager � Industrial $80,000-$90,000 

Marketing Design Manager $80,000-$90,000 

Marketing Officer $60,000-$64,000 

Landgate 

(a) 10 
(b) 1 FTE x L3 ($53291 � $57860) 

2.6 FTE x L4 ($60006 � $63418) 
2.6 FTE x L5 ($66752 � $73775) 
1.8 FTE x L6 ($77679 � $86017) 
2 FTE x L7 ($90727 � $97241) 

(c) Marketing Analyst (1 FTE x L3) 
Senior Marketing Officer (1.6 FTE x L4) 
Online Content Coordinator (1 FTE x L4) 
Senior Marketing Analyst (1 FTE x L5) 
Media and Public Relations Officer (1.6 FTE x L5) 
Manager, Product Marketing (1 FTE x L6) 
Media Advisor (0.8 FTE x L6) 
Manager Strategic Marketing (1 FTE x L7) 
Manager Corporate Affairs (1 FTE x L7) 
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Mid West Development Commission 
(a)  Nil 
(b)-(c)  Not Applicable 
Peel Development Commission 
(a)  Nil 
(b)-(c)  Not Applicable 
Minister Grylls Office 
(a) 2 
(b) L6.4 + $5,000 & L6.4 + $10,000 
(c) Media Advisor x 2 
Pilbara Development Commission 
(a)  Nil 
(b)-(c)  Not Applicable 
Department of Regional Development and Lands 
(a) 3 
(b) 1 x Level 8.  

1 x Level 6 
1 x Level 3 

(c) Communications Manager 
Senior Communications Officer 
Communications Officer 

South West Development Commission 
(a) 1.5 
(b) (i)  Level 4 

(ii)  Level 5 
(c) (i)  Communications Officer 

(ii)  Community Relations Officer 
Wheatbelt Development Commission 
(a)  Nil 
(b)-(c)  Not Applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

1269. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Education; Tourism 
I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister�s control, including her Office and ask: 
(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting 

(including public, corporate and media relations); 
(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; and 
(c) what is the job title for each of these employees? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

For the Ministerial Office 
(a) One 
(b)-(c)  Media Adviser, Level 6 
For the Department of Education and Training 
(a) Six 
(b)-(c)  Principal Media Consultant, Level 7 

2 x Senior Media Officer, Level 6   
Communications and Marketing Coordinator, Level 6 
Marketing and Publications Officer, Level 5 
Strategic Communications and Events Officer, Level 5 

For the Curriculum Council of WA 
(a) Two (1.6 FTE) 
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(b)-(c) Communications Manager, Level 7 
Corporate Communications Officer (0.6), Level 6 

Department of Education Services 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(c)  Not applicable 
For Tourism WA 
(a) 41 (40.5 FTE) 
(b)-(c) Employees located in Australia: 

3 x Marketing & Familiarisation Executive, Level 3 
Marketing Executive, Level 3 
Digital Marketing Executive, Level 3 
Campaign Executive, Level 3 
Marketing Coordinator, Level 3 
2 x Media & PR Executive � Destination, Level 4 
Marketing Operations Manager Western, Level 5 
Trade Development Manager (Sydney), Level 5 
Familiarisations Manager & Product Specialist, Level 5 
Marketing & Familiarisations Executive, Level 5 
Digital Project Manager, Level 5 
Campaign Manager, Level 5 
Campaign Manager, Level 5 
Media & PR Officer � Corporate (0.6), Level 5 
Marketing Operations Manager Eastern, Level 6 
Digital Production Manager, Level 6 
Media & PR Manager � Corporate, Level 6 
Media & PR Manager � Events, Level 6 
Media & PR Manager � Destination, Level 6 
Marketing Manager Intrastate (0.9), Level 7 
Manager Digital Marketing, Level 7 
Manager Campaign Services, Level 7 
Manager Media & Public Relations, Level 7 
Director International Marketing, Level 8 
Director Trade Development, Level 8 
Director Aust/Pacific Marketing, Level 8 
Director Marketing Services, Level 8 
Director Marketing & Project Management, Level 8 
Executive Director Marketing, Class 1 

Employees located in Tourism WA international offices: 
Marketing Manager (Japan), Japanese Yen 10 916 016  
Marketing Manager (Singapore/Malaysia/Indonesia), Singapore $94 167  
Marketing Executive (Singapore/Malaysia/Indonesia), Singapore $28 980  
Marketing Manager (China), Chinese RMB 408 583  
Marketing Executive (China), Chinese RMB 102 841  
Marketing Manager (Continental Europe), EUR EURO80 466  
Marketing Manager (UK/Ireland), GBP £54 855  
PR Manager (UK/Ireland), GBP £35 000  
Marketing Executive (UK/Ireland), GBP £29 608 

For the Rottnest Island Authority 

(a) Three 

(b)-(c) Manager Public Affairs, Level 6 
Design Coordinator, Level 4 
Marketing Coordinator, Level 3 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

1271. Mr M. McGowan to the Treasurer; Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; Housing and 
Works 
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I refer the Treasurer to each department and agency under the Treasurer�s control, including his Office and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting 
(including public, corporate and media relations); 

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; and 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

This information is being sought. As soon as the information becomes available, it will be tabled in Parliament. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

1274. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Planning; Culture and the Arts 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister�s control, including his Office and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting 
(including public, corporate and media relations); 

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; and 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Ministerial Office 

(a) One 

(b)-(c) Regina Titelius � Media Adviser � Level 6 

Department of Planning 

(a)  11.6 FTE's 

(b)-(c)   Manager Communications -Level 8  
Manager WAPC Communications Services � L7 
Senior Communications Coordinator L6 
Senior Communications Coordinator L6 (0.8 FTE) 
Senior Communications Coordinator L6 (0.6 FTE) 
Senior Communications Coordinator L6 (0.6 FTE) 
Senior Communications Coordinator L6 (0.6 FTE) 
WAPC Media Officer L6 
eCommunications Manager L6 
Public Relations Manager L6 
Public Relations Officer L4 
Communications Officer L4 
Communications Coordinator L3 

Midland Redevelopment Authority; Armadale Redevelopment Authority; Subiaco Redevelopment Authority 
advises 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(c) Not Applicable 
East Perth Redevelopment 
(a) 5 
(b)-(c)  Manager Corporate Affairs (Level 7) 

Manager Communications (Level 6) 
Manager Marketing (Level 6) 
Corporate Communications Officer (Level 4) 
Marketing Officer (Level 4) 

Department of Culture and the Arts 

(a) Six 
(b) Level 8 ($102 876-$111 740), Level 6 ($77 679-$86 017), Level 4 ($60 006-$63 418) 
(c) Director Corporate Affairs, 3 x Senior Corporate Affairs Officers, Senior Policy Officer Information, 

Information Officer 
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West Australian Museum 

(a) Four 
(b) Level Six ($77 679-$86 017), Level 4 ($60 006-$63 418) 
(c) Manager, Media and Communications, Coordinator, Media and Events, Manager, Marketing and 

Events, Marketing and Communications Officer 
Art Gallery of Western Australia 
(a) Two 
(b) Level Six ($77 679-$86 017), Level 3 ($53 291-$57 860) 
(c) Marketing and Promotions Manager, Community Relations Co-ordinator 
State Library of Western Australia 
(a) 1 
(b) Level Six ($77 679-$86 017) 
(c) Manager � Public Programs 
ScreenWest 
(a) Three 
(b) Level 2 ($47 082-$51 126), Level 3 ($53 291-$57 860), Level 7 $90 727-$97 241) 
(c) Communications Manager, Industry and Corporate Affairs Officer, Communications Officer 
Perth Theatre Trust 
(a) None 
(b)-c)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

1275. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister�s control, including his Office and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting 
(including public, corporate and media relations); 

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; and 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Ministerial Office 

(a) One 

(b)-(c) Media Advisor � Level 6 

Office of Energy 

(a) Two (not two full time equivalents). 

(b) Both Level 6  

(c) Corporate Communications Coordinator & Communications and Marketing Coordinator 

Department of Education and Training 

(a)-(c) Minister for Education will respond on behalf of the Department of Education and Training. 

Department of Education Services 

(a)-(c) Minister for Education will respond on behalf of the Department of Education Services. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

1277. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Community Services; 
Seniors and Volunteering; Women's Interests 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister�s control, including her Office and ask: 
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(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting 
(including public, corporate and media relations); 

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; and 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

This answer applies to the whole Department for Communities, and should not be double counted in figures 
supplied by the Minister for Environment; Youth. 

No media or communications staff is specifically dedicated to Community Services; Seniors and Volunteering; 
Women's Interests; or Office for Youth activities. 

(a)  8 

(b) 1 x L8 
1 x L7 
3 x L6 
1 x L6 (.5) 
2 x L5 

(c) Director Community Relations 
Principal Community Relations Officer  
Senior Community Relations Officer x 3 
Redress: Manager Communications and Media 
Community Relations Officer x 2 

Ministerial Office 
(a) 1 
(b) Level 6 
(c) Media Adviser 
Department for Child Protection 
(a) 4 
(b)-(c)  Manager, Corporate Communications and Marketing Level 7; Web Development and Publications 

Officer Level 4; Public Relations Officer Level 5; Media Coordinator Level 7. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

1279. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural 
Interests 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister�s control, including his Office and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting 
(including public, corporate and media relations); 

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; and 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

MINISTER'S OFFICE 
(a) One. 
(b)-(c) Level 6 (Media Adviser). 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
(a) One. 
(b)-(c) Level 6 (Public Affairs Coordinator). 

METROPOLITAN CEMETERIES BOARD 
(a) One. 
(b)-(c) Level 6 (Marketing Manager). 

HERITAGE COUNCIL OF WA 

(a) Two. 
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(b)-(c) Level 7 (Manager, Media and Communications) and Level 4 (Media and Communications Officer). 

NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (WA) and OFFICE OF MULTICULTURAL INTERESTS 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(c) Not applicable.  
MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1282. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier; Minister for State Development 

(1) Could the Premier advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with Mr Paul Everingham or a representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Mr Everingham or the representative of the 
company? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Office of the Premier advises: 

(1)-(5) Yes. 
Deidre Willmott had email and/or phone contact with Paul Everingham or a representative of his 
company on 17 October 2008 � Meeting, 12 November 2008 � Pacific Energy, 11 December 2008 � 
Meeting with Minister O'Brien, 16 February 2009 � Oz Minerals, 18 February 2009 � SAP- Health 
IT, 25 February 2009 � Gary Sturgess, 27 February 2009 � CPH, 10 March 2009 � Gary Sturgess, 
11 March 2009 � Gary Sturgess, 17 March 2009 � Paul Salteri, 18 March 2009 � Coca Cola Amatil, 
18 March 2009 � Barry MacKinnon, 18 March 2009 � Extension hill Iron Ore, 18 March 2009 � 
Gary Sturgess, 19 March 2009 � Extension Hill, 19 March 2009 � Gary Sturgess, 25 March 2009 � 
Southern Mid-West Rail Link, 3 April 2009 � North West Iron Ore Alliance, 8 April 2009 � Paul 
Salteri, 16 April 2009 � Extension Hill, 21 April 2009 � Paul Salteri, 22 April 2009 � Paul Salteri, 
14 May 2009 � Extension Hill, 18 May 2009 � Perdaman, 20 May 2009 � North West Iron Ore 
Alliance, 26 May 2009 � AVIVA Power, 27 May 2009 � LEED funding, 28 May 2009 � Ross Rolfe 
AO, 28 May 2009 � AES Global and AVIVA , 8 June 2009 � Barry MacKinnon and Jessica 
Stojkovski, 8 June 2009 � Satterley and Mandogalup Land, 9 June 2009 � Gary Sturgess, 11 June 
2009 � Letter and invite for Premier, 12 June 2009 � Asia Iron Ore, 13 June 2009 � Third Party 
Access, 16 June 2009 � Ross Rolfe, 21 June 2009 � Paul Salteri, 18 July 2009 � SINOM 
investments, 23 July 2009 � Media Statement, 7 August 2009 � Mandogalup Land 

Narelle Cant had email and/or phone contact with Paul Everingham or a representative of his company 
on 13 June 2009 � Letter to Premier. 

Tjorn Sibma had email and/or phone contact with Paul Everingham or a representative of his company 
on 6 February 2009 � Fremantle Port, 26 and 27 of February 2009 � Pastoral Land Holdings, 
26 March 2009 � Berth allocations at Port Hedland, 30 March 2009 � Berth allocations at Port 
Hedland, 19 May 2009 � 2 June 2009 � Mandogalup Development, 5 June 2009 � Infrastructure 
priorities, 10 June 2009 � Infrastructure priorities/Bilfinger Berger, 7th � 10 August 2009 � 
Mandogalup Development.  

Sean David met with Paul Everingham or a representative of his company on 6 February 2009 � 
Babcock and Brown/Alinta � Ross Rolf, Andrew Kremor; 3 April 2009 � Pacific Energy/Renewable 
energy � Norm Taylor, Adam Boyle, Blair Stratton; 11 May 2009 � Aurox Resources/Magnetite 
Mining � Jason Marocchi; 9 June 2009 � Aviva Power/330kv line � Lindsay Reid, Richard Harris. 

Joanne Shannon had email and/or phone contact with Paul Everingham or a representative of his 
company on 5 January 2009 � Joondalup Hospital. 

Renae Soutar had email and/or phone contact with Paul Everingham or a representative of his company 
on 17 March 2009 � Paul Salteri, 31 March 2009 � Paul Salteri, 8 April 2009 � Paul Salteri, 
21 April 2009 � Paul Salteri, 22 April 2009 � Paul Salteri, 7 May 2009 � Perdaman Chemicals and 
Fertilisers, 15 May 2009 � Perdaman Chemical and Fertilisers, 18 May 2009 � Paul Salteri, 28 May 
2009 � Ross Rolfe AO, 5 June 2009 � AES Global and AVIVA Corp, 8 June 2009 � Barry 
MacKinnon and Jessica Stojkovski, 11 June 2009 � Letter and Invite, 16 June 2009 � Ross Rolfe, 
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16 June 2009 � AES and AVIVA Corp, 17 June 2009 � BBP � Ross Rolfe, 21 June 2009 � Paul 
Salteri, 22 June 2009 � Paul Salteri, 25 August 2009 � Perdaman. 

Richard May met with Paul Everingham or a representative of his company on 22 April 2009 � report 
on MES, 17 August 2009 � Presentation on Allia Venue management. 

Richard May had email and/or phone contact with Paul Everingham or a representative of his company 
on 19 February 2009 � Subiaco Oval and MES, 2nd April 2009 � MES, 17 April 2009 � MES, 
26 April 2009 � MES, 18 May 2009 � invitation (declined). 

There may be occasions where the Chief of Staff and Ministerial staff have had contact with Paul 
Everingham and representatives of his company socially. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1283. Mr M. McGowan to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

(1) Could the Deputy Premier advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any 
contact with Mr Paul Everingham or a representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 
2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Mr Everingham or the representative of the 
company? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

This answer is provided for the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Minister for Indigenous Affairs: 

(1) Yes. 

(2)-(5) [See paper 1266.] 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1284. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Fisheries; 
Electoral Affairs 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with Mr Paul Everingham or a representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Mr Everingham or the representative of the 
company? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)-(5) (a)  [See paper 1268.] 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1285. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with Mr Paul Everingham or a representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Mr Everingham or the representative of the 
company? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 
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Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1) Yes 

(2) Doug Cunningham, Chief of Staff; Steve Imms, Principal Policy Advisor; Susanna Ling, Principal 
Policy Advisor 

(3)-(4)  Doug Cunningham, email contacts: 31/10/08 (ERM Power Neerabup project); 11/5/09 Pacific Hydro 
for corporate briefing; 25/6/2009 Aurox Resources corporate briefing.  

Steve Imms, email contacts: 3/11/08, 16/11/08, 18/11/08, 21/11/08, 24/11/08, 25/11/08, 30/11/08, 
1/12/08, 2/12/08, (ERM Power Neerabup project access arrangments); 14/4/09, (Aurox Resources, 
Balla Balla project); 23/6/09, 24/6/09 (Satterley Property Group, Mandogalup); 3/7/09, 17/7/09 (Aurox 
Resources, Balla Balla project). Meeting contact: 24 /7/09 (Aurox Resources, Balla Balla project). 

Susanna Ling, email contacts: 24/11/08, 25/11/08 (Pacific Energy, land approval); 22/7/09 East 
Kimberley Aboriginal Achievement Awards 

(5) Yes 

(a) The emails above were between the staff members mentioned and Paul Everingham, Jason 
Marocchi and Jessica Stojkovski of GRA Everingham. 

The meeting of 24/7/09 was attended by Jason Marocchi, Mark Hoffman (Aurox Resources), 
Steve Imms and Susanna Ling. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1286. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

(1) Could the Minister advise if her Chief of Staff or any other of her Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with Mr Paul Everingham or a representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Mr Everingham or the representative of the 
company? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) No 

(2)-(5)  Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1288. Mr M. McGowan to the Treasurer; Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; Housing and 
Works 

(1) Could the Treasurer advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with Mr Paul Everingham or a representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Mr Everingham or the representative of the 
company? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(1)-(5) Yes, Rachael Turnseck, Nicole Lyra, David Wawn and Ambre Morris met with associates of GRA 
Everingham on the following dates: 26 August 2009, 11 December 2008, 23 February 2009, 25 October 
2008, 11 March 2009, 19 February 2009, 18 August 2009, 15 April 2009, 13 April 2009, 15 May 2009, 
18 May 2009, 26 May 2009, 3 June 2009, 11 June 2009, 16 June 2009, 30 June 2009, 21 July 2009, 7 
August 2009, 7 October 2008, 14 October 2008, 6 November 2008, 2 June 2009, 10 June 2009, 30 June 
2009 and 14 July 2009 to discuss the following issues: Pilbara Rail Access, Letter to former Minister 
Fran Logan regarding Property and Function Centre Management Services for Technology Precinct and 
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the Australian Marine Complex, Franchising Issues, HBF Legislative Amendments, Pilbara Rail Access 
Interdepartmental Committee Processes and Timelines, Economic Audit Commission, WA Health 
Funds Meeting, Tender Processes, Perth Arena, Senior's Fuel Card, Albany Hospital, Members Equity 
Stadium, Pilbara Rail Access, Site Visit, 330 KV Mid-West Power line, various requests for meetings, 
perception survey, prison operations, the relocation of the Department of Agriculture, Business 
Consultancy, PPP Processes and electricity assets in WA.  

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1289. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with Mr Paul Everingham or a representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Mr Everingham or the representative of the 
company? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) Yes 

(2)  
Date of 

Contact/Meeting 
Ministerial Staff 

Member 
Type of  
Contact 

Name of 
Lobbyist 

Were Other 
Present at 
Contact/ 
Meeting       

Others Present at 
Contact/ 
Meeting 

Nature/Subject 
of the 

Contact/Meeting 

18/12/08 Shane Hart, 
Principal Policy 
Officer                  

Telephone Jason 
Marocchi � 
GRA 
Everingham 

No  Meeting request 

06/01/09 Shane Hart, 
Principal Policy 
Officer 

Face to 
Face 
meeting 

Jason 
Marocchi � 
GRA 
Everingham 

No  SERCO 
Australia and 
their capacity to 
service any new 
prisons, PTA 
transit guards 
and speed 
cameras 

06/02/09 Richard Lange, 
Chief of Staff 

Electronic 
mail 

Paul 
Everingham, 
GRA 
Everingham 

No  Request meeting 
with Minister re 
West Valley 
2000 Pty Ltd 

16/02/09 Shane Hart, 
Principal Policy 
Officer 

Electronic 
mail 

Jason 
Marocchi � 
GRA 
Everingham 

No  Meeting request 

19/02/09 Shane Hart, 
Principal Policy 
Officer 

Telephone Jason 
Marocchi � 
GRA 
Everingham 

No  Change to 
meeting 
arrangements 

20/02/09 Shane Hart, 
Principal Policy 
Officer 

Face to 
Face 
meeting 

Jason 
Marocchi � 
GRA 
Everingham 

No  SERCO 
Australia and 
their capacity to 
service any new 
prisons, PTA 
transit guards 
and speed 
cameras 

24/02/09 Shane Hart, 
Principal Policy 
Officer 

Telephone Jason 
Marocchi � 
GRA 
Everingham 

No  Request 
procedure for 
arranging 
meeting with 
Minister 
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19/03/09 Richard Lange, 
Chief of Staff 

Electronic 
mail 

Jason 
Marocchi � 
GRA 
Everingham 

No  Request dinner 
meeting  

24/03/09 Richard Lange, 
Chief of Staff 

Face to 
Face 
meeting 

Paul 
Everingham  

Yes Gary L Sturgess 
AM                               
David Campbell 
Joseph Baukes 
Emma Needham 
Eacham Curry 
Joe Francis MLA 
Mike Nahan MLA 

Michael Sutherland 
MLA 

General 
discussion on 
SERCO services 
worldwide 

 

07/04/09 Richard Lange, 
Chief of Staff 

Electronic 
mail 

Jason 
Marocchi � 
GRA 
Everingham 

No  Meeting request 

22/04/09 Richard Lange, 
Chief of Staff 

Face to 
Face 
meeting 

Jason 
Marocchi � 
GRA 
Everingham 

Yes Gary L Sturgess AM 
David Campbell 
Joseph Baukes 
Emma Needham 

 

Discuss Speed 
camera 
operations 

 

08/06/09 Richard Lange, 
Chief of Staff 

Telephone Jason 
Marocchi � 
GRA 
Everingham 

No  Outsourcing of 
police speed 
camera and 
associated 
business case 

30/06/09 Shane Hart, 
Principal Policy 
Officer 

Telephone Jason 
Marocchi � 
GRA 
Everingham 

No  Meeting request 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1290. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming; Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Health 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with Mr Paul Everingham or a representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Mr Everingham or the representative of the 
company? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

(1) Yes. 

(2) Jon Nichols, Policy Adviser. 

(3) Email contact on 11 October 2008, 15 October 2008, 16 October 2008, 11 November 2008, 
25 November 2008, 26 November 2008, 4 December 2008, 25 February 2009 requesting a meeting and 
organising an appropriate time. 

4 December 2008 for a face to face meeting. 

(4) Mr Everingham's office requested a meeting. One meeting was held with client Betfair to discuss the 
company, national race fields legislation and the Western Australian racing industry. 

(5) Yes. 

(a)  Andrew Twaits, CEO Betfair Australasia. 
Josh Blanksby, Manager Legal and Regulatory Affairs, Betfair Australasia. 
Paul Everingham, GRA Everingham. 
Paul Nichols, Minister's Office. 
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MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1292. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with Mr Paul Everingham or a representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Mr Everingham or the representative of the 
company? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1)-(5) Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 1190. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1294. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Community Services; 
Seniors and Volunteering; Women's Interests 

(1) Could the Minister advise if her Chief of Staff or any other of her Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with Mr Paul Everingham or a representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Mr Everingham or the representative of the 
company? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(1) Yes, Jason Marocchi, Associate Director, GRA Everingham 

(2) Chief of staff, Kevin Humfrey 

(3)  24/2/09 

(4)  Regarding SAP a computer system and program for streamlining grants applications and compliance 
by NGOs. 

(5) Yes 

(a) Myself, Kevin Humfrey; Jason Marocchi; Karen Copeland (SAP);  

C J Halworsom (SAP) 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1295. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with Mr Paul Everingham or a representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Mr Everingham or the representative of the 
company? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(1)-(5) [See paper 1272.] 
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MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1296. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural 
Interests 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with Mr Paul Everingham or a representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Mr Everingham or the representative of the 
company? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(1) Yes 

(2)-(5) The Ministerial Office received correspondence dated 5 November 2008 seeking the Minister's 
availability for a meeting with the Chairman of ERM Power on 9 December 2008. The Minister 
indicated he was unable to meet. An apology via email was given by the Chief of Staff on 5 November 
2008 advising that the Minister was unable to meet. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH PAUL EVERINGHAM 

1297. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Forestry; Minister Assisting the Minister 
for Education 

(1) Could the Minister advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff has had any contact 
with Mr Paul Everingham or a representative of Mr Everingham�s company since 23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met with Mr Everingham or the representative of the 
company? 

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(1) Yes 

(2)-(5) Scott Mitchell (Chief of Staff) : 

July 17 2009 � email, Paul Everingham, to draw attention to a newspaper article on public/private 
partnerships.  

June 15 2009 � email, Jessica Stojkovski, to arrange a meeting between Minister and Michael Still 
(Managing Director of Alba Capital Partners) to discuss private financing of proposed new DAWFA 
headquarters. 

May 6 & 12 2009 � emails, Paul Everingham, to organise a meeting to discuss DAFWA precinct. 

March 25 2009, April 1 & 2 � emails, Paul Everingham, request to arrange lunch between Minister 
and Laing O'Rourke to discuss infrastructure in the South West. 

December 23 2008 � meeting, Norm Taylor, briefing on Pacific Energy biomass project, also present 
Minister, Ian Rotheram, Tim Whyte, Adam Boyd (Pacific Energy). 

December 4 2008 � email, Paul Everingham, to advise Pacific Energy had acquired Kalgoorlie Power 
System. 

November 17, 24 & 25 2008 � emails, Paul Everingham, to arrange a meeting between Minister and 
Pacific Energy on biomass project. 

Ian Rotheram (Policy Advisor): 

December 23 2008 � meeting, Norm Taylor, briefing on Pacific Energy biomass project, also present 
Minister, Scott Mitchell, Tim Whyte, Adam Boyd (Pacific Energy). 
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Tim Whyte (Ministerial Liaison): 

December 23 2008 � meeting, Norm Taylor, briefing on Pacific Energy biomass project, also present 
Minister, Scott Mitchell, Ian Rotheram, Adam Boyd (Pacific Energy).  

Stephanie Holder (Appointment Secretary): 

April 1 2009 � email, Paul Everingham, request to arrange lunch between Minister and Laing 
O'Rourke to discuss infrastructure in the South West. 

April 8 2009 � email, Paul Everingham, to confirm attendees at meeting with Laing O'Rourke 

April 8,9,10 & 14 2009 � emails, Paul Everingham, to cancel and re-schedule meeting with Laing 
O'Rourke 

PREMIER'S CHINA VISIT � ACCOMPANYING NON-PUBLIC SERVANTS 

1299. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

I refer to the Premier�s recent visit to China and ask: 

(a) how many non-State Government employed persons attended the visit with the Premier and what are 
their names and occupations; 

(b) were any costs associated with the attendance of those persons borne by the State Government; 

(c) if yes to (b), what was the total individual cost of all associated travel for each of these persons; 

(d) if yes to (b), what was the total individual cost of all accommodation for each of these persons; and 

(e) if yes to (b), what was the total individual cost for all other expenses for each of these persons? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Office of the Premier advises: 

(a)-(e) No non-state Government people attended as members of the Premier's delegation. Non-state 
Government persons from Western Australia attended some functions and events at which the Premier 
was present. The State Government incurred no expense on their behalf. 

PREMIER'S CHINA VISIT � ACCOMPANYING PUBLIC SERVANTS 

1300. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

I refer to the Premier�s recent visit to China and ask: 

(a) how many staff from the Western Australian public sector attended the China visit with the Premier; 

(b) what are the names, classifications and job titles of these public sector staff; 

(c) what was the total individual cost of travel to China for each of these individual public sector staff, 
including travel to China from Australia and internal travel within China; 

(d) what was the total individual cost of accommodation for each of these public sector staff; and 

(e) what was the total individual cost of other expenses for each of these public sector staff? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises: 

(a)  One (Not including staff from the Premier's Office, who are the subject of PQ LA 1331). 

(b) Peter Conran, Director General,  Department of the Premier and Cabinet, Classification Group 4 Max. 

(c) Total: $4,862.19 

(d) Accommodation $1,818.05 

(e) $40.26 (AustCham function in Shanghai).  

PREMIER'S CHINA VISIT � CHINESE WORKERS TO WA � VISA REQUIREMENTS 

1301. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

I refer to the Premier�s recent visit to China and subsequent comments in relation to the relocation of Chinese 
workers to Western Australia and ask: 

(a) has the Premier made any formal approaches to the Federal Government relating to the relaxation of 
current working visa requirements for Chinese workers; 

(b) if yes to (a), how was the formal representation or representations made; 
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(c) if yes to (a), to whom was the formal representation/s made; and 

(d) if yes to (a), on what date or dates was the formal representation made? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Office of the Premier advises: 

(a) No 

(b)-(d) Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1307. Mr M. McGowan to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

(1) Could the Deputy Premier advise if he has met with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 
23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the other people present? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1) Yes. 

(2) 24 November 2008 and 18 December 2008. 

(3) 24 November 2008 � Briefing on the North Port Quay project that was proposed for  North Fremantle. 
18 December 2008 � Boardroom luncheon with Minter Ellison. 

(4) Yes. 
(a) 24 November 2008 � Mr Ian Wight-Pickin, Mr Chris Carman, Ms Ann Burns 

18 December 2008 � Ian Wight-Pickin and other Minter Ellison invitees to the boardroom 
luncheon. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1308. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Fisheries; 
Electoral Affairs 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 
23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the other people present? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Assuming this question does not relate to private/personal contact and this is referring to face to face contact, the 
following information is provided: 

(1)-4) (a) On the 25 February 2009 Minister Moore was one of several speakers at a Uranium Workshop 
organised by Minter Ellison. There were approximately 48 attendees including Ms Cheryl 
Edwardes.  

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1309. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 
23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the other people present? 
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Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1)  Yes 
(2) 22/1/2009 
(3) Landcorp Board Restructure 
(4) Yes 

(a) Doug Cunningham, Steve Imms, Derek Carew-Hopkins 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1310. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

(1) Could the Minister advise if she has met with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 
23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the other people present? 
Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 
(1) Yes 
(2) 20 January 2009 
(3) Briefing on North Port Quay Project 
(4) Yes 

(a) Belinda Lees; Tourism Policy Adviser 
Chris Carman; North Port Quay Project Director, Benchmark Projects Australasia 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1312. Mr M. McGowan to the Treasurer; Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; Housing and 
Works 

(1) Could the Treasurer advise if he has met with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 
23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 
(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the other people present? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

1.  Yes. 
2.  10 December 2008 
3.  Luncheon to introduce the new Government to Minster Ellison Partners and Senior Lawyers. 
4.  Yes. 
4a.  As Cheryl Edwardes is not on the Lobbyist Register, no record was kept of attendees at this luncheon. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1313. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 
23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the other people present? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) No contact 
(2)-(4) Not applicable 
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MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1314. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming; Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Health 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 
23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the other people present? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

(1) No. 

(2)-(4) Not applicable. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1315. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Planning; Culture and the Arts 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 
23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the other people present? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

(1)  Yes 

(2) 9.10.2008 and 5.11.2008 

(3) North Port Quay;D'Orsogna 

(4a)  Brad Thomson; Peter Cimitis; Anne Burns; Minter Ellison. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1316. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 
23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the other people present? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1)-(4) Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 1190. 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1318. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Community Services; 
Seniors and Volunteering; Women's Interests 

(1) Could the Minister advise if she has met with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 
23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the other people present? 
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Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(1) No 

(2)-(4)  Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1319. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 
23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the other people present? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(1) No. 

(2)-(4) Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1320. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural 
Interests 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 
23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the other people present? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(1) No. 

(2)-(4) Not applicable 

MINISTERS � CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

1321. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Forestry; Minister Assisting the Minister 
for Education 

(1) Could the Minister advise if he has met with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 
23 September 2008? 

(2) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(3) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(4) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s; and 

(a) if yes to (4), what were the names of the other people present? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(1) No. 

(2)-(4) Not applicable 

PUBLIC HOUSING � SOCIAL AND GOVERNMENT OFFICER ACCOMMODATION 

1326. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Housing and Works 

For the end of each month since (and including) September 2008 until the end of July 2009, could the Minister 
advise in relation to both social housing and government-officer accommodation: 

(a) the total number of State-owned social housing accommodation sold during that month; 

(b) the total number of government-officer accommodation sold during that month; 

(c) the total number of State-owned social housing accommodation purchased during that month; 
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(d) the total number of State-owned government-officer accommodation purchased during that month;  

(e) the total amount of proceeds from the sale of State-owned social housing for each month; 

(f) the total amount of proceeds from the sale of government-officer accommodation during that month; 

(g) the total amount expended on the purchase of State-owned social housing for each month;  

(h) the total amount expended on the purchase of government-officer accommodation during that month; 

(i) the total number of State-owned houses built for social housing each month; and 

(j) the total number of State-owned houses built for government officers each month? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The Department of Housing advises 

(a)  September 2008 14 
Oct-08 55 
Nov-08 11 
Dec-08 10 
Jan-09 21 
Feb-09 27 
Mar-09 14 
Apr-09 17 
May-09 12 
Jun-09 12 
Jul-09 8 

(b)  September 2008 2 
Oct-08 10 
Nov-08 6 
Dec-08 1 
Jan-09 3 
Feb-09 2 
Mar-09 14 
Apr-09 1 
May-09 0 
Jun-09 2 
Jul-09 6 

(c)  September 2008 7 
Oct-08 4 
Nov-08 18 
Dec-08 31 
Jan-09 6 
Feb-09 8 
Mar-09 24 
Apr-09 12 
May-09 5 
Jun-09 7 
Jul-09 17 

(d)  September 2008 2 
Oct-08 12 
Nov-08 9 
Dec-08 0 
Jan-09 1 
Feb-09 0 
Mar-09 0 
Apr-09 4 
May-09 11 
Jun-09 9 
Jul-09 4 

(e)  September 2008 $3,631,000 
Oct-08 $15,586,298 
Nov-08 $2,894,00 
Dec-08 $2,624,300 
Jan-09 $4,643,700 
Feb-09 $6,917,500 
Mar-09 $4,472,500 
Apr-09 $5,383,000 
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May-09 $3,216,600 
Jun-09 $3,836,600 
Jul-09 $3,831,500 

(f)  September 2008 $351,720 
Oct-08 $2,230,829 
Nov-08 $872,932 
Dec-08 $280,000 
Jan-09 $946,261 
Feb-09 $430,500 
Mar-09 $3,070,000 
Apr-09 $20,300 
May-09 0 
Jun-09 $505,000 
Jul-09 $1,480,000 

(g)  September 2008 $1,940,746 
Oct-08 $1,405,255 
Nov-08 $6,282,556 
Dec-08 $5,157,070 
Jan-09 $3,582,650 
Feb-09 $2,608,820 
Mar-09 $6,346,647 
Apr-09 $4,205,161 
May-09 $1,472,543 
Jun-09 $2,786,021 
Jul-09 $5,628,797 

(h)  September 2008 $870,000 
Oct-08 $2,000,000 
Nov-08 $4,590,000 
Dec-08 0 
Jan-09 $485,000 
Feb-09 0 
Mar-09 0 
Apr-09 $1,995,000 
May-09 $5,280,000 
Jun-09 $2,650,000 
Jul-09 $1,670,000 

(i)  September 2008 69 
Oct-08 100 
Nov-08 48 
Dec-08 120 
Jan-09 40 
Feb-09 36 
Mar-09 35 
Apr-09 49 
May-09 105 
Jun-09 86 
Jul-09 55 

(j)  September 2008 12 
Oct-08 0 
Nov-08 0 
Dec-08 5 
Jan-09 0 
Feb-09 6 
Mar-09 0 
Apr-09 17 
May-09 12 
Jun-09 16 
Jul-09 4 

PUBLIC HOUSING � SALE OF PROPERTIES IN WESTERN SUBURBS 

1327. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Housing and Works 

I refer to the Minister�s announcement of the sale of nine Department of Housing properties in Perth�s �western 
suburbs� and ask: 

(a) what is the address of each of the nine properties identified for sale; 
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(b) as of 10 August 2009, how many of the nine properties have been sold and which ones; 

(c) of any properties sold, what was the sale price of the property; 

(d) were any sold by public auction; 

(e) of any properties sold, what was the commission received by any real estate agency involved in the 
sale; 

(f) of any properties sold, were the properties vacant at the time of same; 

(g) if the properties were not vacant, where did the former tenants move or relocate to; 

(h) of any properties unsold as of 10 August 2009, which real estate agency is each of the properties listed 
with; 

(i) of any properties unsold as of 10 August 2009, which will be sold by public auction; 

(j) as of 10 August 2009, which properties intended for sale are still accommodating Department of 
Housing clients; and 

(k) if properties are still accommodating Department of Housing clients, where are these clients moving or 
being relocated to? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(a) 26 Jimbell Street, Mosman Park 
24 Manning Street, Mosman Park 
88 Wellington Street, Mosman Park 
20 Landon Way, Mount Claremont 
6 Lantana Avenue, Mount Claremont 
23 Lisle Street, Mount Claremont 
25 Lisle Street, Mount Claremont 
2 Strickland Street, Mount Claremont 
12 Strickland Street, Mount Claremont 

Please note that an additional property in Ackland Street, Cottesloe, had already been sold under this 
program at the time of the Minister's announcement.  

(b)-(g) At the 10th of August, none of the properties has been offered for sale. On the 29th of August, the 
following two properties were sold by auction: 

· Mosman Park (Jimbell) $1,080,000 with a commission of $7920 
· Mt Claremont (Lantana) $1,065,000 with a commission of $7128 

(h)-(i) The properties have been listed with Ockerby Real Estate. The following schedule below applies for the 
properties up for public auctions: 

26 Jimbell Street, Mosman Park � 11:00 am 29th August 2009  
6 Lantana Avenue, Mount Claremont � 1:00pm 29th August 2009  
88 Wellington Street, Mosman Park � 11:00 am 19th September 2009  
2 Strickland Street, mount Claremont � 1:00 pm 19th September 2009  
20 Landon Way, Mount Claremont � 11:00am 10th October 2009  
12 Strickland Street, Mount Claremont � 1:00 pm 10th October 2009  
24 Manning Street, Mosman Park � 11:00 am 7th November 2009  
23 Lisle Street, Mosman Claremont � 1:00 pm 7th November 2009  
25 Lisle Street, Mount Claremont � 1:00 pm 7th November 2009  

(j) None. High Value Properties are only assessed for sale as they become vacant. 

(k) N/A 

PERTH WATERFRONT PROJECT 

1328. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Planning 

I refer to the Perth Waterfront Project and ask: 

(a) what is the budget allocated to the Perth Waterfront Project for the 2009�2010 financial year; 

(b) what is the total overall budget the State Government will allocate for the Perth Waterfront Project; 

(c) what planning has commenced in regards to the Perth Waterfront Project; 

(d) as of 10 August 2009 how much has been spent on the Perth Waterfront Project and for what purpose; 
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(e) which department or agency is responsible for overseeing the Perth Waterfront Project; 

(f) who is the responsible Minister; 

(g) other than the development of concept and business plans, when will actual construction or earthmoving 
work associated with the Perth Waterfront Plan commence; and 

(h) does the Minister envisage any Commonwealth Government contribution to the Perth Waterfront 
Project? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

(a) $2m 

(b) The total State Government budget for the Perth Waterfront project will be confirmed following 
Government consideration of a revised business case in March 2010. 

(c) The Department of Planning has commenced a review of the previous design concept and the 
preparation of a revised masterplan and business case. 

(d) Of the 2009-2010 allocation, no expenditure has occurred on the Perth Waterfront project as of 
10 August 2009. However, the Department of Planning has allocated significant staff time and 
resources towards the review process and the procurement of specialist and technical input to the 
revised masterplan and business case. 

(e) Department of Planning. 

(f) Hon John Day MLA, Minister for Planning: Culture and the Arts. 

(g) Construction works will begin following completion of the revised plan and business case in March 
2010, and the securing of necessary statutory approvals. 

(h) The Government will explore funding opportunities with the Commonwealth Government for the Perth 
Waterfront Project. 

FIRST START SHARED EQUITY SCHEME 

1329. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Housing and Works 

I refer to the State Government�s First Start Shared Equity Scheme: 

(a) how many First Start Shared Equity Scheme applications were received from 23 September 
2008; 

(b) how many of these applicants were unsuccessful; and 

(c) what were the reasons for their lack of success? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(a)  1,110 applications were received from 23 September 2008 to 31 July 2009. 

(b)  96 were declined. 

(c)  The majority were declined for the following reasons: those having a debt ratio greater than 7% of 
income; not meeting the income eligibility criteria; and/or an applicant having an adverse credit history. 

PREMIER'S CHINA VISIT � ACCOMPANYING STAFF 

1331. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

I refer to the Premier�s recent visit to China and ask: 

(a) how many staff from the Premier�s Office attended the visit with the Premier; 

(b) what are the names of the staff; 

(c) what was the total individual cost of travel to China for each of these individual staff, including travel to 
China from Australia and internal travel within China; 

(d) what was the total individual cost of accommodation for each of these staff; and 

(e) what was the total individual cost of other expenses for each of these staff? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Office of the Premier advises: 

(a) 2 

(b) Deidre Willmott and Joanne Shannon 
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(c) Deidre Willmott � Total: $4,862.00 
Joanne Shannon � Total: $6,016.00 

(d) Deidre Willmott � Total: $1,216.11 
Joanne Shannon � Total: $1,307.88 

(e) Deidre Willmott � $40.26 (AustCham function in Shanghai) 
Joanne Shannon � $40.26 (AustCham function in Shanghai) 

PUBLIC HOUSING � CONSTRUCTION 

1335. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Housing and Works 

I refer to the Government�s 2009�2010 Budget and ask as of 10 August 2009: 

(a) how much of the $680 million detailed in the budget papers for public housing has been spent; 

(b) can the Minister identify the specific lots/suburbs/towns or cities in which the land the State 
Government is providing for housing under the Commonwealth stimulus package are located; 

(c) how many of the 2,000 new dwellings to be constructed under the Commonwealth stimulus package 
have started to be constructed; 

(d) how many of the 609 proposed new social housing dwellings have started to be constructed; and 

(e) how many of the 400 new proposed houses for government officers in rural and remote areas have 
started to be constructed? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(a) The $680 million received as appropriations is for a number of recurrent and capital programs.  
Programs have commenced or are continuing and funds will be expensed throughout the year based on 
the program requirements. 

(b) Stage 1 projects on Housing Authority land are attached in [tabled paper no.].  Stage 2 projects are 
currently being finalised with both proponents and the Commonwealth Government. 

(c) 221. Inherent in working closely with the Commonwealth has been the need to await its decisions 
regarding the allocation of funds. In some cases, this has resulted in construction not commencing as 
early as would have otherwise been possible. 

(d) 154 

(e) 70. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � SUSPENSIONS AND DISMISSALS 

1340. Mr M. McGowan to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

For each agency within the Deputy Premier�s portfolios, could the Deputy Premier advise: 

(a) the total number of employees suspended without pay under the provisions of the Public Sector 
Management Act 1994 since 23 September 2008; 

(b) the section/division and agency in which the officer worked; 

(c) of those officers suspended without pay, how many officers subsequently resumed work in the public 
sector without further action being taken; 

(d) the total number of employees dismissed from employment under the provisions of the Public Sector 
Management Act 1994 since 23 September 2008; and 

(e) the section/division in which the officer worked? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Department of Health; Office of Health Review; Nurses and Midwives Board; and Department of Indigenous 
Affairs: 

(a) Nil. 

(b)-(c) Not applicable. 

(d) Nil. 

(e) Not applicable. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � SUSPENSIONS AND DISMISSALS 

1342. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

For each agency within the Minister�s portfolios, could the Minister advise: 

(a) the total number of employees suspended without pay under the provisions of the Public Sector 
Management Act 1994 since 23 September 2008; 

(b) the section/division and agency in which the officer worked; 

(c) of those officers suspended without pay, how many officers subsequently resumed work in the public 
sector without further action being taken; 

(d) the total number of employees dismissed from employment under the provisions of the Public Sector 
Management Act 1994 since 23 September 2008; and 

(e) the section/division in which the officer worked? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

Gascoyne Development Commission 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(e) Not Applicable 
Goldfields Esperance Development Commission 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(e) Not Applicable 
Great Southern Development Commission 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(e) Not Applicable 
Kimberley Development Commission 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(e) Not Applicable 
LandCorp 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(e) Not Applicable 
Landgate 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(e) Not Applicable 
Mid West Development Commission 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(e)  Not Applicable 
Peel Development Commission 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(e)  Not Applicable 
Pilbara Development Commission 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(e) Not Applicable 
Department of Regional Development and Lands 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(e) Not Applicable 
South West Development Commission 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(e) Not Applicable 
Wheatbelt Development Commission 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(e)  Not Applicable 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � SUSPENSIONS AND DISMISSALS 

1343. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

For each agency within the Minister�s portfolios, could the Minister advise: 

(a) the total number of employees suspended without pay under the provisions of the Public Sector 
Management Act 1994 since 23 September 2008; 

(b) the section/division and agency in which the officer worked; 

(c) of those officers suspended without pay, how many officers subsequently resumed work in the public 
sector without further action being taken; 

(d) the total number of employees dismissed from employment under the provisions of the Public Sector 
Management Act 1994 since 23 September 2008; and 

(e) the section/division in which the officer worked? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

For the Department of Education and Training 

(a) Three 
(b) School based teaching areas 
(c) Nil 
(d)-(e) To obtain this data, a large scale manual process would need to be undertaken using both the 

Department's HR and legacy disciplinary recording system and I am not willing to divert resources. 

For the Curriculum Council of WA 

(a) Nil 
(b)-(c)  Not applicable 
(d) Nil 
(e) Not applicable 
For the Department of Education Services 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(c) Not applicable 
(d) Nil 
(e) Not applicable 
For Tourism WA 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(c)  Not applicable 
(d) Nil 
(e) Not applicable 
For the Rottnest Island Authority 
(a) Nil 
(b)-(c)  Not applicable 
(d) Nil 
(e) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � SUSPENSIONS AND DISMISSALS 

1345. Mr M. McGowan to the Treasurer; Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; Housing and 
Works 

For each agency within the Treasurer�s portfolios, could the Treasurer advise: 

(a) the total number of employees suspended without pay under the provisions of the Public Sector 
Management Act 1994 since 23 September 2008; 

(b) the section/division and agency in which the officer worked; 

(c) of those officers suspended without pay, how many officers subsequently resumed work in the public 
sector without further action being taken; 
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(d) the total number of employees dismissed from employment under the provisions of the Public Sector 
Management Act 1994 since 23 September 2008; and 

(e) the section/division in which the officer worked? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

This information is still being sought. As soon as the information becomes available, it will be tabled in 
Parliament. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � SUSPENSIONS AND DISMISSALS 

1348. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Planning; Culture and the Arts 

For each agency within the Minister�s portfolios, could the Minister advise: 

(a) the total number of employees suspended without pay under the provisions of the Public Sector 
Management Act 1994 since 23 September 2008; 

(b) the section/division and agency in which the officer worked; 
(c) of those officers suspended without pay, how many officers subsequently resumed work in the public 

sector without further action being taken; 
(d) the total number of employees dismissed from employment under the provisions of the Public Sector 

Management Act 1994 since 23 September 2008; and 
(e) the section/division in which the officer worked? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Culture & Arts; Department of Planning; Midland Redevelopment Authority; Armadale 
Redevelopment Authority; East Perth Redevelopment Authority and Subiaco Redevelopment Authority advise 

(a) Nil 
(b)-(e) Not Applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � SUSPENSIONS AND DISMISSALS 

1349. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

For each agency within the Minister�s portfolios, could the Minister advise: 

(a) the total number of employees suspended without pay under the provisions of the Public 
Sector Management Act 1994 since 23 September 2008; 

(b) the section/division and agency in which the officer worked; 

(c) of those officers suspended without pay, how many officers subsequently resumed work in the 
public sector without further action being taken; 

(d) the total number of employees dismissed from employment under the provisions of the Public 
Sector Management Act 1994 since 23 September 2008; and 

(e) the section/division in which the officer worked? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Office of Energy 
(a) Nil. 
(b)-(e) Not applicable. 
Department of Education and Training 
(a)-(e) Minister for Education will respond on behalf of the Department of Education and Training. 
Department of Education Services 
(a) Nil. 
(b)-(e) Not applicable. 

CHILDREN IN CARE � CARE PLANS 

1356. Mr M.P. Whitely to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Child Protection 

(1) In what timeframe are care plans, for children in care, required to be completed? 
(2) What is the average time being taken by the Department of Child Protection (DCP) staff to complete 

written care plans (as of 31 July 2009)? 
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(3) If DCP staff are not able to provide written care plans within the time required, what additional 
resources are available to the Department to ensure that DCP staff are meeting their requirements. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON replied: 

(1) The Children and Community Services Act 2004 (the Act) provides the legislative framework for the 
completion of care plans. Under Section 39 of the Act, a provisional care plan must be prepared and 
implemented for a child within seven working days if the child is taken into provisional protection and 
care. 

Under Section 89 of the Act, a care plan should be prepared and implemented as soon as practicable 
after a child first comes into the CEO's care. 

Under Section 90 of the Act, review of the operation and effectiveness of every care plan must be 
carried out at regular intervals not exceeding 12 months. 

(2) For those children in Provisional Protection and Care between 1 July 2008 and 30 June 2009 who had a 
provisional care plan completed, the average time was 19 working days. 

For those children in care between 1 July 2008 and 30 June 2009 who have had a care plan completed, 
the average time was 67 working days. 

Planning compliance has improved by 86 per cent across the three categories over an 18 month period. 
For children in Provisional Protection and Care as at September 2007, there was 32 per cent compliance 
compared to 84.6 per cent in June 2009. For those children in care as at September 2007, there was 82.7 
per cent compliance compared to 95 per cent in June 2009. For those children in care greater than 
12 months with a care plan review due, there was 56.2 per cent compliance as at September 2007 
compared to 78.5per cent at June 2009. 

(3) It is possible for suitably qualified Department for Child Protection staff from within the relevant 
district office, or from other business units, to be redirected to assist in the completion of care plans. 

ROTTNEST ISLAND � TOURISM IMPACT STUDY 

1357. Mr M.P. Whitely to the Minister for Tourism 

(1) Will the Minister ensure that any Rottnest Island Management Plan (RIMP) initiatives likely to increase 
visitor numbers will not proceed until the outcomes of the Rottnest Island Authority (RIA) 
commissioned Sustainable Tourism Research (visitor impact) Study is completed in early 2010; and 

(a) if not, why not?  

(2) Has the Government taken steps to ensure that Rottnest maintains its character of a low key, egalitarian 
holiday destination for Western Australian and international visitors?  

(3) Is the Minister entertaining the prospect of developers being given access to areas of Rottnest Island for 
further expansion of tourism facilities?  

(4) Can the Minister confirm that the final RIMP takes into consideration sustainable visitor numbers to 
ensure that physical, social and environmental standards are maintained?  

(5) Will the Minister advise how many additional visitors over and above the current annual 500,000 
(approximately) she believes to be desirable?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) The Rottnest Island Management Plan 2009-14 (RIMP) is not contingent upon the Sustainable Visitor 
Capacity Research. As the results from the research become available in 2010 they will provide 
information to support other relevant RIMP initiatives. The current research only pertains to popular 
areas mostly outside the settlement area. 

(2) Yes, the nature based, family oriented Rottnest Island holiday traditional character will be maintained. 

(3) The only planned developments for Rottnest Island are those proposed in the RIMP. These are planned 
within the settlement zone. 

(4) Yes, the RIMP articulates the Authority's overriding commitment to sustainability in the section of 
Strategic Direction and Guiding Principles. The Authority is required to maintain the balance between 
environmental, social and financial considerations to ensure that Rottnest Island remains a sustainable 
holiday destination. 

(5) Sustainable visitor capacity management is not only about total visitor numbers. Other factors to be 
considered include visitor activities, available facilities, visitor behaviour, and distribution of visitation 
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throughout the year. For example, a group of 10 visitors without understanding of the Island's 
environmental and cultural significance may create a larger impact than 100 informed visitors. 
Therefore, it would not be prudent to speculate about visitor numbers on their own, but should be 
considered in the context of other factors. 

WUBIN PRIMARY SCHOOL � CLOSURE 

1358. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Education 

I refer to the former Wubin Primary School, and ask: 

(a) will the Government be re-opening the Wubin Primary School; 

(b) if yes to (a), when; and 

(c) if no to (a), why not? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(a) There are no current plans to re open Wubin Primary School. 
(b) Not applicable. 
(c) There are insufficient numbers to reopen the school and children from Wubin are catered for at 

Dalwallinu District High School and Buntine Primary School. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � ACTING AND RELIEVING POSITIONS 

1359. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier; Minister for State Development 

In reference to all agencies within the Premier�s portfolios: 
(a) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency is employed in an �Acting� 

position; and 
(b) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency has been employed for a 

period of more than three months in a �Relieving� position? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Government agencies in the Premier's portfolio advise: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet:  
(a) According to the Department's records, on 10 August 2009, 24% of the department's permanent, 

contract and seconded staff (including the Premier's Office and Ministerial Offices) received higher 
duties payment whilst 'acting' in a position at a classification higher than their substantive position.  

(b) The only 'relieving' staff employed by the department are Relief Electorate Officers. As at 10 August 
2009, no Relief Electorate Officer had been employed in a relieving position for three or more months.  

Public Sector Commissioner: 
(a) 11.80% of the Commission's permanent, contract and seconded staff received higher duties payment 

whilst 'acting' in a position at a classification higher than their substantive position. (Data from the 
HRMIS � Alesco, as at 10 August 2009).  

(b) Nil. 

Department of State Development: 
(a) Ratio of staff on Higher Duties Allowance to Substantive is 14.5%.  
(b) Ratio of staff on Higher Duties Allowance for more than three months to Substantive is 10.1%.  

Office of the Public Sector Standard Commissioner: 
(a)-(b) 4 employees out of a total staff of 37 or 10.8%. OPSSC interprets "acting" as similar to "relieving". The 

same 4 employees have been acting/relieving for more than three months. 

Governor's Establishment: 
(a)-(b) Not applicable to Governor's Establishment 

Gold Corporation: 
(a)-(b) Nil 

Corruption and Crime Commission of WA: 
(a) 10.1% 
(b) 3.7% 
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Lotterywest: 

(a) 11% of Lotterywest staff are in an acting position [3% are acting due to the incumbents being on annual 
leave]. 

(b) No Lotterywest staff have been employed in a "relieving" position. 
 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � ACTING AND RELIEVING POSITIONS 

1360. Mr M. McGowan to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

In reference to all agencies within the Deputy Premier�s portfolios: 

(a) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency is employed in an �Acting� 
position; and 

(b) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency has been employed for a 
period of more than three months in a �Relieving� position? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
Department of Health 

(a) 3.8%  
(b) 1.2% 
Office of Health Review 

(a) 5 %  
(b) Nil. 
Nurses and Midwives Board 

(a) 3%  
(b) Nil. 
Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a) 22%  
(b) 11%  

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � ACTING AND RELIEVING POSITIONS 

1362. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

In reference to all agencies within the Minister�s portfolios: 

(a) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency is employed in an �Acting� 
position; and 

(b) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency has been employed for a 
period of more than three months in a �Relieving� position? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 
Gascoyne Development Commission 

(a)  1:11 
(b)  Nil 
Goldfields Esperance Development Commission 

(a)  0.8%  
(b)  Nil 
Great Southern Development Commission 

(a) 1 employee (7%) was in an Acting Position on the 10 August 2009. 
(b) as of 10 August 2009, 1 employee (7%) had been in a "relieving" position for a period of more than 

three months. 

Kimberley Development Commission 
(a) as of 10 August 2009, 16% of staff (two employees) within the agency are employed in an "Acting" 

position; and 

(b) as of 10 August 2009, no staff within the agency are employed in a "Relieving " position. 
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LandCorp 

(a) 2% 

(b) Nil 

Landgate 

(a) 21.26% of employees 

This figure was taken as the percentage of employees (permanent or contract) as at 10 August 2009 held 
against a position temporarily either at level or on higher duties. 

(b) 13.67% of employees  

This figure was taken as the percentage of employees (permanent or contract) as at 10 August 2009 
backfilling against a position for a period more than three months while the substantive occupant was 
elsewhere. 

Mid West Development Commission 

(a) 1/8 

(b) Nil 

Peel Development Commission 

(a)  21% (or 3 of 13 staff) 

(b)  Nil 

Pilbara Development Commission 

(a)  1 

(b) 0 

Department of Regional Development and Lands 

(a) 14% 

(b) No staff are employed in a "Relieving" position as of 10 August 2009 

South West Development Commission 

(a)-(b) - (b) Nil. 

Wheatbelt Development Commission 

(a) 15.79% 

(b) Nil 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � ACTING AND RELIEVING POSITIONS 

1363. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

In reference to all agencies within the Minister�s portfolios: 

(a) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency is employed in an �Acting� 
position; and 

(b) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency has been employed for a 
period of more than three months in a �Relieving� position? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

For the Department of Education and Training 

(a)  6.2 per cent 

(b) This question cannot be answered without significant resources being diverted to examine individual 
employment records.  

For the Country High School Hostels Authority 

(a) 1.8 per cent 

(b)  Nil 

For the Public Education Endowment Trust 

(a)-(b)  Nil 
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For the Curriculum Council of WA 

(a) 3.2 per cent 

(b) 1.3 per cent 

For the Department of Education Services 

(a)  10 per cent 

(b) 10 per cent 

For Tourism WA 

(a)  10 per cent 

(b)  Nil 

For the Rottnest Island Authority 

(a) 8.75 per cent 

(b) Nil 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � ACTING AND RELIEVING POSITIONS 

1365. Mr M. McGowan to the Treasurer; Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; Housing and 
Works 

In reference to all agencies within the Treasurer�s portfolios: 

(a) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency is employed in an 
�Acting� position; and 

(b) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency has been employed 
for a period of more than three months in a �Relieving� position? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

This information is still being sought. As soon as the information is available, it will be tabled in Parliament. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � ACTING AND RELIEVING POSITIONS 

1368. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Planning; Culture and the Arts 

In reference to all agencies within the Minister�s portfolios: 

(a) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency is employed in an �Acting� 
position; and 

(b) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency has been employed for a 
period of more than three months in a �Relieving� position? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Planning 

(a)  10 per cent 

(b) 5 per cent 

Midland Redevelopment Authority; Armadale Redevelopment  

(a)-(b) Nil percentage 

East Perth Redevelopment 

(a)  As of 10 August 2009 3.5 per cent of staff were employed in an "Acting" position. 

(b) As of 10 August 2009 3.5 per cent of staff were employed in a "Relieving" position for a period of more 
than three months. 

Subiaco Redevelopment Authority 

(a) As of 10 August 2009 100 per cent of staff were employed in an "Acting" position. 

(b) Nil 

Department of Culture and the Arts 

(a) 8.54 per cent 

(b) 7.22 per cent 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � ACTING AND RELIEVING POSITIONS 

1369. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

In reference to all agencies within the Minister�s portfolios: 
(a) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency is employed in an �Acting� 

position; and 
(b) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency has been employed for a 

period of more than three months in a �Relieving� position? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Office of Energy 

(a) 21.18% 
(b) 15.13% 

Department of Education and Training 

(a)-(b) Minister for Education will respond on behalf of the Department of Education and Training. 

Department of Education Services 

(a)-(b) 10% 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � ACTING AND RELIEVING POSITIONS 

1372. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

In reference to all agencies within the Minister�s portfolios: 

(a) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency is employed in an �Acting� 
position; and 

(b) as of 10 August 2009, what percentage or ratio of staff within each agency has been employed for a 
period of more than three months in a �Relieving� position? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

Drug and Alcohol Office answer: 

An employee may be allocated to a position in an "Acting" capacity on a temporary basis for a fixed period of 
time. This can occur when the position is vacant or the substantive occupant is on leave or secondment. If the 
position is at a higher level the employee will be paid higher duties. 

"Relieving" is a sub-component of "Acting". An employee is "Relieving" when the position is substantively 
filled and the substantive occupant of the position is on leave or on secondment.  
(a) In the Drug and Alcohol Office, 7.1% of staff were employed in an "Acting" position as at 10 August 

2009. 
(b) In the Drug and Alcohol Office, 2.1% of staff were employed in a "Relieving" position as at 10 August 

2009 for a period of more than three months. 
The Mental Health Division and mental health services in Area Health Services form part of the Department of 
Health and of hospitals boards which are in the Minister for Health's portfolio. As a consequence, information 
concerning the Mental Health Division and mental health services is included in the answer provided in respect 
of the Department of Health as a whole by the Minister for Health. 

Department of Water answer: 

(a)  21% 
(b) 0.005% 

Water Corporation answer: 

(a) 8.7%.  
(b) 3.1%.  

HOMESWEST � EMERGENCY HOUSING ACCOMMODATION 

1394. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Housing and Works 

I refer to the provision of emergency housing accommodation by Homeswest, and ask: 

(a) how many applications for emergency housing accommodation were made between 23 September 2008 
and 10 August 2009; 
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(b) how many of these applicants were able to be found emergency accommodation; 

(c) does Homeswest maintain records of the reasons applicants require emergency accommodation; and 

(i) if yes to (c), what are the categories of reasons that necessitated the applicants applying for 
emergency housing; and 

(d) for each year from 2000�2001 to 2008�2009, what was the number of applications for emergency 
accommodation received by Homeswest each year? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(a) The Department does not take applications for emergency housing. Clients are referred to supported 
accommodation assistance providers. 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

STATE SCHOOLS � CLASSIFICATION 

1395. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Education 

I refer to the process whereby Western Australian Government Schools are classified according to the size of 
their student population and resourced accordingly, and ask: 

(a) is it true that the reclassification of WA Government Schools has been put on hold; 

(b) if yes to (a), why; 

(c) if yes to (a), when was this decision taken and by whom; 

(d) if yes to (a), how and when was this information conveyed to affected schools; 

(e) have any District High Schools had their reclassification deferred and what are the names of those 
schools; and 

(i) if yes to (e), why has their reclassification been deferred; 

(f) have any Primary Schools had their reclassification deferred and what are the names of those schools; 
and 

(i) if yes to (f), why have these schools had their reclassification deferred? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(a) No, the process is continuing.  Three schools are being reclassified for 2010. 

(b)-(d)  Not applicable 

(e) No 
(i) Not applicable 

(f) Yes 
Ashdale Primary School 
Bayulu RCS 
Canning Vale Primary School 
Charthouse Primary School 
Comet Bay Primary School 
Dawson Park Primary School 
Orelia Primary School 
Riverside Primary School 
Rostrata Primary School 
Tapping Primary School 
Withers Primary School 

(i) The reclassification process "flags" schools for further analysis and consideration. Eleven 
schools have been deferred as further analysis of enrolment trend data is required. This is 
consistent with the regular reclassification process. 

SCHOOLS IN WEST SWAN ELECTORATE � ASSAULTS ON TEACHERS 

1399. Ms R. Saffioti to the Minister for Education 

For each of the following schools in the period January to June 2009: 

(i) Ballajura Community College; 

(ii) Ballajura Primary School; 
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(iii) Caversham Primary School; 

(iv) Illawarra Primary School; 

(v) Landsdale Primary School; and 

(vi) South Ballajura Primary School, 

(a) how many assaults on teachers were recorded; 

(b) how many convictions were recorded for assaults on teachers; 

(c) how many teachers spent time off active duty, following an assault; 

(d) how many hours of sick leave or stress leave was taken by teachers who were assaulted; 

(e) how many primary school teachers resigned or retired as a result of being assaulted; and 

(f) how many teachers are currently on sick leave or stress leave as a result of being assaulted? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

  (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) 

(i) Ballajura Community College One Nil One Three hours Nil Nil 

(ii) Ballajura Primary School Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 

(iii) Caversham Primary School Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 

(iv) Illawarra Primary School Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 

(v) Landsdale Primary School Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 

(vi) South Ballajura Primary School Three Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 

SCHOOLS IN WEST SWAN ELECTORATE � FTE ALLOCATION 

1400. Ms R. Saffioti to the Minister for Education 

At the commencement of Term 3, 2009 what was the Full Time Equivalent (FTE) allocation for each of the 
following schools: 

(a) Ballajura Community College; 

(b) Ballajura Primary School; 

(c) Caversham Primary School; 

(d) Illawarra Primary School; 

(e) Landsdale Primary School; and 

(f) South Ballajura Primary School? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

As at 20 July 2009 the FTE allocated at each of the schools was: 
 

 Teaching Non-Teaching Total 

(a) 127.3 54.74 182.04 

(b) 30.55 16.09 46.64 

(c) 8.8 8.57 17.37 

(d) 21.04 13.7 34.74 

(e) 37.4 20.71 58.11 

(f) 31.41 20.17 51.58 

SCHOOLS IN WEST SWAN ELECTORATE � FTE ALLOCATION 

1401. Ms R. Saffioti to the Minister for Education 

At the commencement of Term 3, 2009 how many Full Time Equivalents (FTE) were employed at each of the 
following schools: 

(a) Ballajura Community College; 

(b) Ballajura Primary School; 
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(c) Caversham Primary School; 

(d) Illawarra Primary School; 

(e) Landsdale Primary School; and 

(f) South Ballajura Primary School? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

As at 20 July 2009 the FTE employed at each of the schools was: 

 Teaching Non-Teaching Total 

(a) 127.3 60.12 187.42 

(b) 30.9 14.6 45.5 

(c) 8.8 9.05 17.85 

(d) 21.04 14.13 35.17 

(e) 37.4 20.54 57.94 

(f) 31.41 22.92 54.33 

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION � SCHOOL VISITS 

1402. Ms R. Saffioti to the Minister for Education 

Can the Minister provide a list of all schools that she has visited from April 2009 to date? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

As at 12 August 2009 �  

Department of Education and Training Schools: 

Duncraig Senior High School 
Ballajura Community College 
Fitzroy Valley District High School 
Bayulu Remote Community School 
Kununurra District High School 
Helena Valley Primary School 
Wembley Primary School 
SIDE Leederville 
Ngaanyatjarra School � (Warburton, Patjarr, Wanarn, Warakurna, Wingellina, Blackstone, Jameson 
   campuses) 
Kinross College 
Joondalup Primary School 
Como Secondary College 
Roseworth Primary School 
Doubleview Primary School 
Comet Bay Senior High School 
Meadow Springs School 
Mandurah High School 
Mandurah Senior College 
Governor Stirling Senior High School  
Coodanup Community College 
Halls Head Community College 
Tuart College 
Governor Stirling Senior High School 
Albany Primary School 
North Albany Senior High School 
Mount Lockyer Primary School 
Mount Barker Community College 
 

Non Government Schools 
St Stephen's School, Carramar 
St Stephen's School, Duncraig 
Hale School (two visits) 
St Hilda's Anglican School for Girls 
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Schools in China  

Golden Apple School, Shanghai (offers WACE) 
National Institute of Technology, Beijing (offers WACE) 
Hangzhou No.13 Middle School, Hangzhou (participating in English Language competition sponsored 
by the WA Government). 

MARTUMILI ABORIGINAL ARTISTS ORGANISATION � FUTURE 

1405. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Premier 

(1) Has the Premier read the letter from the Martumili Aboriginal Artists organisation of Newman dated 18 
May 2009 seeking urgent clarification on the future of the Arts Commercialisation Strategy, following 
the Budget announcement of the closure of the Aboriginal Economic Development (AED) Branch? 

(2) Why has the Premier not responded to this letter, and will the Premier now respond to this letter 
urgently? 

(3) Is the Premier aware that Martumili has been anticipating the release of the second year of AED support 
since the beginning of 2009, and has consequently implemented a full year of activities based on the 
expected funding? 

(4) Can the Premier advise if the closure of the AED represents a dishonouring of the existing AED-
Martumili partnership, which would have a significant impact on the ability of Martumili to meet its 
development goals and obligations to the six Western Desert communities they support? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Office of the Premier advises: 

(1) Yes. 
(2) Premier responded on 24 August 2009. 
(3)-(4) Aboriginal Economic Development (AED) signed a 2 year MOU with the Shire of East Pilbara and the 

Department of the Culture and the Arts in April 2006. Under the MOU AED's support for Martumilli 
Artists was auspiced through the Shire of East Pilbara. Funding of $50,000 was paid in 2006/07 and 
$80,000 in 2007/08. Negotiations for a new MOU had commenced when the decision was made to 
discontinue the AED unit within the Department of Commerce, however no there had been no 
commitment to further funding made by AED. 

KEYSTART � LOAN APPROVALS 

1406. Mr M. McGowan to the Treasurer; Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; Housing and 
Works 

(1) Since 23 September 2008: 
(a) how many Keystart loans have been approved; 
(b) how many approved Keystart loans were the result of applications directly to Keystart; and 
(c) how many were the result of applications submitted through a finance broker? 

(2) For each loan in (1), will the Treasurer list: 

(a) the loan amount; 
(b) the name of the finance broker submitting the application; and 
(c) the time taken for Keystart to give conditional approval for the loan? 

(3) Is there a difference between the times taken to give conditional approval; that is, the �turnaround times� 
for applications from certain finance brokers? 

(4) Is there a list of preferred finance brokers who can obtain conditional approval for applicants to 
Keystart within a shorter than average time? 

(5) If yes to (4), what are the names of the finance brokers on that list? 

(6) If yes to (4), is it true that the �turnaround time� is faster for preferred finance brokers than it is for an 
applicant with non-preferred brokers or even for applicants who apply directly to Keystart? 

(7) If yes to (6), has the Government obtained legal advice regarding the practice of giving preferred 
finance brokers a faster turnaround time and whether �third line forcing� constitutes a restrictive trade 
practice according to the Trade Practices Act 1974 and the Uniform Consumer Credit Code? 
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(8) If yes to (7), from where was that legal advice obtained and will the Minister table the advice in this 
House? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(1) (a)  4,807 loans have been approved as at 31 July 2009. 

(b)  1,240 or 25% of loans approved from 23 September 2008 to 31 July 2009 were lodged 
directly through Keystart. 

(c) 3570 or 75% of applications between 23 September 2008 and 31 July 2009 were submitted 
through a finance broker. 

(2) Keystart is unable to release details on the client's individual loan accounts under the Privacy Act 1988. 
In addition, all the information sought is not retained in a summary format and each file would need to 
be researched. I am therefore not prepared to commit resources to research the information. 

(3) Yes, applications from brokers are assessed based on their performance history regarding quality of 
application and online lodgement criteria. 

(4) No. 

(5)-(8) Not applicable. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD � CONTRIBUTION BY MONSANTO TO RESEARCH 
LABORATORY 

1411. Mr M.P. Murray to the Minister for Agriculture and Food 

As the Department of Agriculture and Food has a grain research laboratory associated with Murdoch University, 
I ask: 

(a) what financial contribution has the multi-national company Monsanto made to the research, operation 
or staffing to this facility; 

(b) what are the arrangements between the Department of Agriculture and Food and Monsanto at this 
research facility; and 

(c) does Monsanto have arrangements with any other government research facilities in Western Australia? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(a) Monsanto makes no financial contribution to the Department's grain research laboratory at Murdoch 
University. 

(b) There are no arrangements between the Department and Monsanto at this research facility. 

(c) I am not aware of Monsanto having arrangements with any other government research facilities in 
Western Australia. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � ON-HOLD TELEPHONY SYSTEMS 

1417. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Fisheries; Electoral 
Affairs 

In relation to the Ministerial office and all associated portfolio agency offices: 

(a) what recorded music or radio station is broadcast on office on-hold telephony systems; 

(b) what fees are paid to the Australasian Performing Right Association (APRA), artists directly or any 
copyright bodies; and 

(c) who is the responsible officer for deciding selection of on-hold material? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

MINISTERIAL OFFICE 

(a)-(c)  Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 1415. 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM 

(a)  The Department of Mines and Petroleum has a series of pre-recorded on-hold messages which reflect 
the core services of the organisation. These messages are purchased through M2Technology. 

(b)  The Department does not pay any Australian Performing Rights Association (APRA) fees; the cost of 
all royalties is covered as part of the agreement with M2Technology which purchases the rights to 
reproduce the music when it purchases CDs. 
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(c)  The communications branch drafts the scripts which are provided to M2Technology for voice-over and 
background music recording.  

MINERALS AND ENERGY RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(c)  Not applicable 

DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES 

(a)  No recorded music or radio station is broadcast by the Department; any musical background for on-hold 
messages is selected and supplied by the contracted supplier, Messages On Hold. 

(b)  No fees are paid to any of these bodies by the Department of Fisheries. 

(c)  The selection of on-hold materials is approved by the Chief Executive Officer.  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(c) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � ON-HOLD TELEPHONY SYSTEMS 

1424. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister for Planning; Culture and the Arts 

In relation to the Ministerial office and all associated portfolio agency offices: 

(a) what recorded music or radio station is broadcast on office on-hold telephony systems; 

(b) what fees are paid to the Australasian Performing Right Association (APRA), artists directly or any 
copyright bodies; and 

(c) who is the responsible officer for deciding selection of on-hold material? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Ministerial Office of Minister Day  

(a)-(c) Please refer to Legislative Assembly question on notice 1415  

Department of Planning 

(a) None. 

(c) Not applicable. 

(d) The Department's communications manager is responsible for the scripting of on hold messages, 
including specific information for some business units. 

Midland Redevelopment Authority 

(a) 4 minutes of copyright free music. 

(b) $165 annual licence fee paid to M2 Technology. 

(c) Chief Executive Officer. 

Armadale Redevelopment  

(a)  720 AM 

(b) Nil 

(c) Executive Director 

East Perth Redevelopment; Subiaco Redevelopment Authority 

(a)  EPRA and SRA do not use recorded music or a radio station to broadcast on office on-hold telephony 
systems. 

(b)-(c) Not applicable 

Department of Culture and the Arts; ScreenWest; Perth Theatre Trust 

(a) This Is How It's Meant to Be � Emily Barker, Something Special � The Sunshine Brothers,  
Call Of The Wild � Xave Brown, We'll Take a trip up the Country � Abbe May  
Mona Vale � Mo Wilson and the drivers, Find Our Way Back Home � Red Jezebel  
Fields of June � Emily Barker, Kill Devil Hills � The Kill Devil Hills  
Cruel Guards � The Panics, Tread Easy � The Bank Holidays, Lady Grace � Red Jezebel 
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(b) $209 per annum paid to APRA 

(c) The on-hold music was selected by the Department's Project Officer, Contemporary Music 

Art Gallery of Western Australia 

(a) CD James Galway "Un-break my Heart" 

(b) $189.00 per annum paid to APRA 

(c) Reception staff during set up of telephone system 

State Library of Western Australia/State Records Office 

(a) None 

(b)-(c) Not applicable 

West Australian Museum 

(a)  WA Museum Albany � Mozart CD, WA Museum Geraldton � ABC Classic FM radio, WA Museum 
� Maritime � ABC Perth radio and 92.9FM 

(b) $596.00 was paid to APRA during the year ended 30 June 2009 ($218.04 for Geraldton and $377.96 for 
Fremantle sites)  

(c) The site managers are responsible for deciding selection of on-hold material. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � ON-HOLD TELEPHONY SYSTEMS 

1427. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Community Services; 
Seniors and Volunteering; Women's Interests 

In relation to the Ministerial office and all associated portfolio agency offices: 

(a) what recorded music or radio station is broadcast on office on-hold telephony systems; 

(b) what fees are paid to the Australasian Performing Right Association (APRA), artists directly or any 
copyright bodies; and 

(c) who is the responsible officer for deciding selection of on-hold material? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

Department for Communities 

(a) None, scripted messages only. 

(b) Not applicable 

(c)  Executive Director, Community Engagement 

Ministerial Office 

(a)-(c) Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 1415. 

Department for Child Protection 

(a) The Department for Child Protection has purchased "Music on Hold" from 3D Networks 

(b No fees are paid by the Department for Child Protection directly to APRA or other copyright bodies. 

(c) Corporate Communications provide scripting and choose music from list provided by the Music on 
Hold provider. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES � ON-HOLD TELEPHONY SYSTEMS 

1428. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

In relation to the Ministerial office and all associated portfolio agency offices: 

(a) what recorded music or radio station is broadcast on office on-hold telephony systems; 

(b) what fees are paid to the Australasian Performing Right Association (APRA), artists directly or any 
copyright bodies; and 

(c) who is the responsible officer for deciding selection of on-hold material? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

Ministerial Office advises: 

(a)-(c) Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 1415. 
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The Department of Water answered: 

(a) Music bed � managed rights music. 

(b) None. 

(c) Corporate Communications Manager. 

For Water Corporation 

(a)-(b) The Water Corporation has no recorded music or radio station broadcast on its office  on-hold 
telephony systems. 

(c) Not applicable. 

Drug and Alcohol Office 

1.  The Drug and Alcohol Office's telephone system does not provide any music whilst the caller is on 
hold. 

2.  Not applicable. 

3.  The Executive Director of the Drug and Alcohol Office would be responsible for deciding upon any on-
hold material for the Drug and Alcohol Office telephone system. 

Note: The above answer is for the Drug and Alcohol Office only. 

The Mental Health Division and mental health services in Area Health Services form part of the 
Department of Health and of hospitals boards which are in the Minister for Health's portfolio. As a 
consequence, information concerning the Mental Health Division and mental health services is included 
in the answer provided in respect of the Department of Health as a whole by the Minister for Health. 

GOVERNMENT TENDER � BMW2631309 

1434. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Housing and Works 

I refer to tender number BMW2631309 and ask: 

(a) which agency was the office refurbishment tendered for; 

(b) which section or division of the agency was the office refurbishment tendered for; and 

(c) what is the itemised cost of all fittings, alterations and general improvements associated with the 
refurbishment? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(a) Department of Treasury and Finance. 

(b) Corporate Services. 

(c) Modify tenancy area adjacent to 5th floor, Dumas House lift lobby to provide new secure reception and 
waiting area including: 

· minor partition alterations and new sliding door $28,042.00 

· cabinet works $ 4,025.00 

· mechanical services to recalibrate and rebalance air-conditioning $ 600.00 

· electrical services including security card readers $ 6,970.00 

· contractor's insurances, supervision and overheads $14,454.00 

· GST $ 5,409.10 

Total $59,500.10 

PERTH AIRPORT � TRANSPORT MASTER PLAN 

1435. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Planning 

I refer to the Minister�s statement to the media, reported on 14 July 2009, that the Government is preparing a 
Perth Airport transport master plan and ask: 

(a) has the plan been completed; 
(b) if yes to (a), when will the Government release the plan for public comment; 
(c) if no to (a), when will the plan be completed and when will it be released for public comment; 
(d) has a committee, taskforce or reference group been established to prepare the master plan; 
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(e) if yes to (d), will the Minister list the membership of the group and its terms of reference; 

(f) if no to (d), what agencies are involved in preparing the master plan; 

(g) has the Minister issued a design brief, terms of reference or other guidelines to the agencies or 
individuals preparing the master plan; 

(h) if yes to (g), will the minister detail those guidelines; and 

(i) if no to (g), what individual or individuals have given guidelines or instructions to those 
preparing the master plan and what were those guidelines or instructions? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

(a) No 

(b) Not applicable 

(c) The plan will be completed during the first half of 2010. No decisions have yet been taken regarding 
opportunities for stakeholder comment. 

(d) Yes 

(e) Preparation of the Transport Master Plan is under the direction of a Steering Committee, which is 
chaired by a senior representative of the Department of Transport and also includes senior 
representatives of the Department of Planning, Main Roads, Public Transport Authority and the 
Commonwealth Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local 
Government. The terms of reference of the Steering Committee are to oversee production and approval 
of the Transport Master Plan, which is jointly funded by the Commonwealth and State Governments. 

(f) Not applicable 
(g) No 
(h) Not applicable 
(i) The Transport Master Plan will consist of a number of technical studies, plus a final report which will 

provide the background to and the results of these technical studies. These studies have either been 
carried out in-house by the agencies involved or by consultants working to briefs prepared by these 
agencies. The Department of Planning is the project manager.  

NEWMAN � TAKEAWAY ALCOHOL POLICY 

1438. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for Police 

In reference to the proposal for a �Take Away Alcohol Management System� for the township of Newman: 

(a) is the Minister aware that there is a firm proposal that has the support of the local community in 
Newman; 

(b) has the Minister or anyone else in the Minister�s portfolio asked that this proposal be held in abeyance; 
and 
(i) if so, why;  

(c) will the Minister give an assurance that any additional financial resources necessary from government 
to secure the introduction of this �Take Away Alcohol Management System� for Newman are 
immediately made available so that the system can be introduced as soon as possible; and 
(i) if not, why not; and 

(d) if the system�s introduction has not been delayed as a result of a request from the Police portfolio, will 
the Minister advise which government portfolio has requested the delay in the introduction of this 
system and the basis for that request? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a)-(b) Yes 

 (i) The Western Australia Police see any form of liquor restriction initiatives as a "Whole of 
Community and Government Approach". WA Police support having a consistent approach in 
the restrictions that have/will be implemented throughout Western Australia. 

To enable this to occur WA Police have implemented the following with respect to new liquor 
restriction proposals. Proposals are to include support and key indicators from 
DIA/HEALTH/EDUCATION/DCP/LOCAL GOVERNMENT ETC as to what it will do for 
their environments. These proposals need to be; 
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Presented and supported at the local level through the Human Services Regional 
Managers Forum;  
Sent via the Police District Office to the Liquor Enforcement Division WA Police 
who will liaise with the  

Liquor Commission and the Police Commissioner (COP);  

COP to present to the Aboriginal Affairs Coordinating Committee for a holistic 
approach and support. 

With respect to the Take Away Alcohol Management System (TAMS) the following is 
provided: 

A scoping document needs to determine what the system can and can't do and a 
written legal opinion attached.  

This process would identify any unknown probables and consequences within the 
system which will need to be clarified if introduced in Western Australia. 

This project needs to clearly articulate the legality of information to be placed on the 
system within Western Australia. 

The scoping document should include the NT review of TAMS and outline what 
worked and what did not (as long as it is not too far away).  

If approved and found to be viable/legal, then a "Pilot" phase may follow with a 
validation process to either implement/reject the program.  

(c) (i) The funding source would have been from the Police Drug and Alcohol Projects Co-ordination 
Committee which is an initiative of the WA Police and the Department of Health WA. Its 
purpose is to receive and assess project applications and to disperse, on a project basis, funds 
made available through the Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing for the National 
Drug Strategy. 

(d) See answer b. 

PILBARA HOSPITALS � FUNDING 

1446. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for Health 

In reference to the Minister�s media release of 13 August 2009 indicating an allocation of more funds for Pilbara 
health, what funds have been allocated and what specific works will be carried out at each of the following 
hospitals: 

(a) Newman; 
(b) Tom Price; and 
(c) Paraburdoo? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(a) Newman � will receive $1.75 million, which will include remodelling to improve the Emergency 
Department, the nurse's station area, additional accommodation and master planning.  

(b) Tom Price � will receive $250,000 to upgrade environmental systems and $100,000 to undertake 
appropriate service and facility planning for the future. 

(c) Paraburdoo � will receive $90,000 to improve patient/staff flow and safety within the Emergency 
Department. 

GENETICALLY MODIFIED CANOLA � CONTAMINATION CONCERNS 

1497. Mr M.P. Murray to the Minister for Agriculture and Food 

An authorised quarantine inspector within the Department of Agriculture and Food has voiced concerns about 
the inevitability of contamination of genetically modified (GM) canola on shire roadsides during the transport of 
the GM canola harvest. 22 shires have declared themselves to be GM-free for crop cultivation and 21 GM-Free 
for transport and storage of GM products. I ask the Minister: 

(a) are you being undermined by people within your own department; 

(b) what safeguards are in place to address the issue of spillage of GM canola seeds along shire verges; 

(c) what is the long term plan to address the germination of herbicide resistant GM canola seeds on shire 
roadside verges; 
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(d) will the Department of Agriculture and Food provide practical and financial assistance to shires for the 
testing of GM canola that is a result of roadside spills; and 

(e) will the Department of Agriculture and Food provide practical and financial assistance to shires for the 
management of GM canola that germinates as a result of roadside spills? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(a) No. 

(b) Any vehicle delivering GM canola in 2009 is required to abide by CBH's code of practice which is 
designed to remove any cross contamination or spillage.  The Department's Authorised Officers will be 
visiting all GM canola growers prior to harvest to ensure they can apply the code of practice in 
preventing GM canola spillage onto roadside verges. 

(c) Plans to address the germination and control of herbicide resistant GM canola on roadside verges 
remain the responsibility of individual shires.  The Department has a minor use permit for a range of 
low cost herbicides that can be added to glyphosate to remove herbicide resistant GM canola on 
roadside verges should such removal be required. 

(d)-(e) The Department will not provide financial assistance for testing the potential presence of GM canola 
that is the result of roadside spills or management of any such spill.  They are prepared to work with 
shires on identifying the options available for testing and management of GM canola that could be 
present as a result of roadside spills. 

__________ 

 

 


