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NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP ON REMOTE HOUSING 

456. Ms J.M. FREEMAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the National Partnership on Remote Housing that is due to expire on Saturday, which, if not renewed, 
will see the commonwealth walk away from providing secure, long-term funding for the state’s 165 remote 
communities. Can the Premier update the house on what response he has received from the Prime Minister in 
regard to renewing this funding deal and supporting these communities?  

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member for Mirrabooka for the question. This is one of if not the most important issue in regional 
Western Australia; that is, that on Saturday the National Partnership Agreement on Remote Housing will expire. 
I wrote to the Prime Minister of Australia some months ago to seek a commitment to a renewal or at least a proper 
negotiation in relation to the continuation of that scheme. Thus far, the federal Liberal–National government has 
refused to renew this agreement and refused to provide a decent deal to Western Australia. It looks, Mr Speaker, 
like the federal government is walking away from its responsibility of 50 years standing to provide support for 
housing and maintenance for remote communities in Western Australia and Queensland for the most 
disadvantaged people in this country living in some of the harshest conditions. It will walk away from that 
long-term commitment. I wrote to the Prime Minister in May, after much effort by the Minister for Housing to get 
an answer from the federal government. I wrote — 

Housing is the foundation for Aboriginal wellbeing and the Commonwealth, States and Territories have 
a history of partnership … since 1968. 

… the Commonwealth Government’s own independent Remote Housing Review reported that 1,300 new 
homes would be needed in Western Australia over the next 10 years to respond to overcrowding and meet 
future demand. 

The absence of a clear, concrete and formal funding commitment … for remote housing is inconsistent 
with the aspirations associated with Closing the Gap. 

Thus far, I have had no response from the Prime Minister or the federal government in relation to that issue, and 
the arrangement expires on Saturday. The federal Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Mr Scullion, has stated thus far 
that it will provide $60 million over three years to close out the deal. That means the commonwealth walks away 
from $100 million a year with a $20 million a year commitment for three years and then it ends and all the 
obligation falls to those communities and/or the state to meet the housing needs of those communities. I note today 
he has put out another statement threatening the last payment of the existing scheme to Western Australia. 

Frankly, this is disgraceful. I know it does not get the media attention that it deserves, but these people out there 
do not have the voice that others have to promote their case. They are living in harsh, remote parts of 
Western Australia. There are lots of children and old people involved here, and the housing and the maintenance 
of the housing for these people will be lost. Thus far, we have had not a peep from the state Liberal Party and not 
a peep from the state National Party. It shows that they do not care about these people in remote communities, 
because they will not stand up for them. 
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