
 

 

Legislative Assembly 

Thursday, 17 February 2011 

                 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams) took the chair at 9.00 am, and read prayers. 

BEECHBORO ROAD BUS STOP 

Petition 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [9.01 am]: I present a petition that has been certified as conforming to the 
standing orders of the Legislative Assembly. The petition has 82 signatures and reads — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in the Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, are opposed to the removal of our bus stop on Beechboro Road between Reid 
Highway and Bridgeman Drive. This bus stop had been serving the residents of Orchid Park for more 
than ten years and now we have been left without a proximate bus stop.  

Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to reinstate this bus stop and construct an appropriate shelter as 
required.  

[See petition 364.] 

EAST WANNEROO CELL 9 — PROPOSED STRUCTURE PLAN NO. 57 

Petition 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [9.02 am]: This petition has 56 signatures and conforms to the standing orders 
of the Legislative Assembly. It reads — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in the Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, are opposed to the Western Australian Planning Commission’s recent decision to 
modify Local Structure Plan 57 East — Wanneroo Cell 9 by deleting the Public Access Ways and 
replacing them with through roads into East Landsdale for Hamel Close, Kevo Place, Grayswood Court, 
Mossfiel Retreat and Strathpine Chase. This decision is unfair and impacts the livelihoods of many 
residents.  

Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to oppose this modification and save the existing cul-de-sacs.  

[See petition 365.] 

PAPERS TABLED 

Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house. 

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL PROTECTION BILL 2008 
PROFESSIONAL COMBAT SPORTS AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Removal of Orders of the Day — Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): I advise in accordance with standing order 144A that the orders of the 
day that appeared on the last notice paper as government business orders of the day 9 and 10—the Royal Perth 
Hospital Protection Bill 2008 and the Professional Combat Sports Amendment Bill 2009—have not been 
debated for more than 12 calendar months and have been removed from the notice paper. For the information of 
members, I advise that a bill removed under this standing order may be restored by motion to the point it had 
reached prior to its removal.  

Restoration to Notice Paper — Notice of Motion 

Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House) gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move — 

That the Royal Perth Hospital Protection Bill 2008 and the Professional Combat Sports Amendment 
Bill 2009 be restored to the point they reached prior to their removal from the notice paper on Thursday, 
17 February 2011.  
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METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT 1161/41 —  
PARKS AND RECREATION RESERVATIONS FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

Statement by Minister for Planning 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.05 am]: I present today for tabling metropolitan 
region scheme amendment 1161/41, which will reclassify large areas of public land as parks and recreation 
reserves, including proposals to add to foreshore reserves of the Swan and Canning river system. The 
amendment seeks to update zones and reservations in the metropolitan region scheme for public lands to ensure 
that reservations match cadastral boundaries and to ensure that the MRS is kept up to date as the statutory 
regional plan for Perth.  

The amendment contains 155 separate proposals in the Cities of Armadale, Bayswater, Belmont, Canning, 
Cockburn, Fremantle, Gosnells, Joondalup, Rockingham, Stirling, Subiaco, Swan and Wanneroo, the Towns of 
Bassendean and Kwinana, and the Shires of Kalamunda, Mundaring and Serpentine–Jarrahdale. The main 
purpose of this proposed amendment is to include within the parks and recreation reservation of the MRS various 
pieces of publicly owned land to reflect their regional significance. Additionally, some properties are proposed to 
be rezoned to better reflect their current use and purpose within the MRS. The more significant proposals include 
the inclusion of approximately 18 352 hectares of land in the parks and recreation reservation. There are 115 
proposals, 35 of which include additions to the protection of Bush Forever sites and 41 include additions to 
foreshore reserves of the Swan and Canning river system. Approximately 1 160 hectares of land in the rural zone 
on the western boundary of Whiteman Park is proposed for inclusion in the parks and recreation reservation and 
Whiteman Park.  

The amendment advertising has been completed in accordance with the Planning and Development Act 2005, 
and the Environmental Protection Authority did not require formal assessment. Forty public submissions were 
received. A majority of the submissions either supported the amendment or had no comment. The Western 
Australian Planning Commission holds the view that a small number of objections—13 out of 155 proposals—
should be upheld and the amendment proceeded with accordingly.  

[See papers 3088 to 3120.] 

METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT 1186/41 — 
WANDI TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT PRECINCT 

Statement by Minister for Planning 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.07 am]: I also present today for tabling 
metropolitan region scheme amendment 1186/41, which will facilitate a transit-oriented development in close 
proximity to the future Rowley Road rail station and Kwinana Freeway in the Wandi locality. The amendment 
will facilitate the development of approximately 6.61 hectares of land for high density residential development. 
It is envisaged that approximately 200 lots will be created of a density between R40 and R60. The amendment 
will contribute to the residential catchment to support the proposed Rowley Road rail station and the adjacent 
local centre. The station and local centre will provide a focus for community activity within the Wandi area. 
Over the past two years the nearby Wandi and Mandogalup localities have been rezoned to urban or urban 
deferred in the metropolitan region scheme. This urbanisation in the south west corridor of the metropolitan 
region contributes to the efficient consolidation of land in close proximity to existing and proposed 
infrastructure, and ultimately the supply of urban land in the metropolitan region. 

As the amendment area is located within the Jandakot groundwater protection area, careful consideration has 
been given to its urbanisation by various state government agencies. The Western Australian Planning 
Commission concluded that the land was suitable for urban purposes given that the site was wholly contained 
within 600 metres of the proposed Rowley Road rail station; it involved a relatively small area of land—
approximately 6.61 hectares—and given the overall potential impact of such a change; local and state 
government agencies support the proposal, including the Department of Water; and it completes rather than 
extends the urban zone in the Wandi locality and contributes to the residential catchment of the proposed Rowley 
Road station.  

In accordance with the statutory provisions for region scheme amendments, this amendment was advertised for 
three months in 2010. Twenty-two submissions were received containing 20 general comments, one comment of 
objection and one comment of support. Copies of the submissions and the WA Planning Commission’s report on 
submissions are also tabled today. I am pleased to now table the documentation for MRS amendment 1186/41 
and I commend it to the house. 

[See papers 3121 and 3122.] 
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BUSHFIRE LEGAL HELP WA 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Attorney General) [9.10 am]: I rise to inform the house of a commendable 
program that has been established to help the victims of the recent devastating bushfires. Bushfire Legal Help 
WA has been established by the legal community of Western Australia and is offering free legal assistance 
through a consortium of the Gosnells Community Legal Centre, Legal Aid WA, the Community Legal Centres 
Association of WA, the Law Society of WA and the Western Australian Bar Association.  

Victims of the bushfires are able to call the Legal Aid info line on 1300 650 579 to obtain advice and legal 
information on issues that could be affecting them, ranging from retail tenancies and housing issues to financial 
hardships, issues with Centrelink, insurance claims and the replacement of identification, as many people may 
have lost all forms of personal identification. It also pleases me to inform the house that a community 
information seminar on insurance issues is planned for today between 3.00 pm and 5.00 pm at the Armadale 
Arena and special evening appointments can be made for the evenings of 23 and 24 February at the Gosnells 
Community Legal Centre. Further information can be obtained online at www.legalaid.wa.gov.au and 
www.lawsocietywa.asn.au. This is a good example of the very high level pro bono work that is done by the 
sometimes maligned legal profession of Western Australia in conjunction with community legal groups. 

MRS SUSHMA PAUL — CONDOLENCE 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.12 am]: I am 
greatly saddened to report the sudden passing of Mrs Sushma Paul, former honorary consul of India for Western 
Australia, on 28 December 2010. In her 19 years as the honorary consul of India and five years as president of 
the Indian Society of WA, Sushma tirelessly supported the Indian community in Western Australia. She also 
played a key role in developing trade relations between Western Australia and India. Mrs Paul was very 
passionate about her country of birth and was committed to promoting Indian cultural and artistic exchange 
between South East Asia and Western Australia. After forming her own company she brought Indian and other 
South East Asian performers to Western Australia to participate in popular events such as the Perth International 
Arts Festival. Mrs Paul was well known to many Western Australians and visitors to Perth as one of the hosts of 
the Analakshmi Restaurant on Perth’s Barrack Street jetty. As the co-founder of the Analakshmi Restaurant, she 
worked alongside volunteers in whatever role was required of her. 

In the last years of her life, Mrs Paul dedicated her energy to tirelessly supporting Indian students studying in 
Western Australia. In addition to providing counselling and advocacy support to individual students, Mrs Paul 
worked with a variety of agencies, particularly the Western Australia Police, other ministers and me to ensure the 
security of Indian international students.  

Sushma Paul was a person whose work and dedication embodied the true spirit of multicultural Australia. Her 
legacy and contributions will be cherished and remembered by many. Mrs Paul’s passing is a great loss to her 
family, the Indian community and Western Australia. I would like to acknowledge in the Speaker’s gallery this 
morning: Mrs Paul’s son Mr Monish Paul; her sister Mrs Ruma Garg; her two grandchildren Raj Paul and 
Akaashi Paul; and her niece, Mrs Aparna Burke.  

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 

Thirteenth Report — “Analysis of Recommended Reforms  
to the Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003” — Tabling 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [9.14 am]: I present for tabling the thirteenth report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
the Corruption and Crime Commission titled “Analysis of Recommended Reforms to the Corruption and Crime 
Commission Act 2003”.  

[See paper 3127.] 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Section 226 of the Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003 requires that a review of its 
operation and its effectiveness be carried out as soon as practicable after the expiration of three years since its 
commencement. This requirement was met in March 2008 when a comprehensive report, which was prepared by 
Gail Archer, SC, on proposed amendments to the act was tabled in Parliament. The report prepared by 
Ms Archer contained 58 recommendations concerning potential amendments to the act. These recommendations 
range from the maximum tenure of Corruption and Crime Commission staff through to the jurisdiction of the 
CCC. Since the election in 2008 and the reconstitution of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and 
Crime Commission, we have been working steadfastly through Ms Archer’s report. This process has been 
undertaken in consultation with the Corruption and Crime Commissioner, senior staff members of the CCC, the 
Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission and Ms Archer herself who, subsequent to the 
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tabling of her report, began serving as Acting Commissioner of the CCC. Accordingly, this report that I am 
tabling today is the summary of the responses of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime 
Commission, the Corruption and Crime Commission and the parliamentary inspector to each of the 58 
recommendations set out in Ms Archer’s report. The committee supports 26 of the recommendations and offers 
qualified support for a further nine recommendations. The committee believes that the report is a very important 
tool and a useful aid to this Parliament given that the government has indicated major changes to the Corruption 
and Crime Commission Act and that Parliament must be considering amendments to the act. The committee 
expresses deep appreciation for the work performed by Ms Archer. I think her report was groundbreaking in 
looking transparently at not only the current responsibilities, but also the potentialities of the CCC.  

I want to briefly touch on a number of the recommendations. The first area concerns organised crime. If the 
government is to proceed with giving the Corruption and Crime Commission a greater de facto organised crime 
power than it already has, a reference group will need to be established with the police service operating in 
Queensland. The parliamentary inspector rightly defers to the wisdom of Parliament on this philosophical issue 
of whether the CCC takes on an enhanced organised crime role, but he makes these comments — 

I think it is notorious that where two or three bodies have overlapping jurisdictions, there is often 
competition between them and in fact increased inefficiency, rather than greater effectiveness.  

The committee is strongly opposed to the recommendation of setting up a reference group between the police 
and the Corruption and Crime Commission to share in organised crime power. An extensive report on this has 
been made on a separate occasion. It is most important that we all agree on recommendation 3, which is the 
definition of “organised crime”. Many of the good intentions of the government, and others, in saying that the 
CCC should have an enhanced organised crime capacity will be achieved through the stroke of a pen when we 
re-address the definition of “organised crime” during the review. That should be one of the priorities. If we are to 
proceed with a greater and a separate role for the CCC in organised crime, it is very clear that annual reporting 
and other oversight reporting of the CCC will need to be monitored to a greater and different degree. The 
committee has a very strong view that if the Corruption and Crime Commission’s organised crime power is 
enhanced, the reporting requirements of the CCC must be able to continue to the same level as occurs now.  

We then go to the role of the parliamentary inspector. At the moment the parliamentary inspector has oversight 
of every activity of the Corruption and Crime Commission. The committee believes it is very important that if 
the CCC undertakes more work on organised crime, the parliamentary inspector has that strong oversight role. It 
will require an awful lot of work to give the CCC not only operational but also oversight roles in dealing with 
organised crime. This Parliament has given the CCC enormous powers. One of the strengths of the original CCC 
act has been having the parliamentary inspector and the oversight committee as checks on the powers of the 
CCC on behalf of this Parliament. This Parliament does not give up its sovereignty or its powers lightly, and it is 
very important that this oversight function continues. 

If we look at the structure of the CCC, one of the very important issues concerns appointments. One of the 
recommendations on which we disagree with Gail Archer is the definition of bipartisan support at 
recommendation 4. We think the original act has got it right, that the Premier or the Attorney General goes to a 
group chaired by the Chief Justice and submits to government the names of appointees for commissioner or 
parliamentary inspector. The government then makes its recommendation and submits three names to the 
parliamentary committee. The definition at the moment is that the recommendation of the Premier must have 
majority and bipartisan support. We think the definition of “bipartisan” is very strong. My experience of nearly 
eight years on the committee under three different governments of different persuasions has been that in the end 
there always has been bipartisan support and majority support. It is a very important definition, and it is a very 
important check on the process of appointment of people involved with the CCC. 

The committee has had different make-ups, with me being the only constant between five different oversight 
committees. Our recommendation 24 advocates the creation of a public interest monitor. We have tabled a 
separate report with Parliament. There is a very strong recommendation from Gail Archer, and the committee is 
steadfast in its support and advice to government that we need a public interest monitor.  

One of the other recommendations concerns witness protection. As it stands at the moment, the CCC act enables 
the CCC to have the potential to provide witness protection services. Some years ago the committee tabled a 
separate report on this issue, and we remain strongly opposed to the CCC taking on witness protection. In other 
states the anti-corruption body has the witness protection function and the police do not; whereas the operation in 
WA is that the police have undertaken witness protection and have done it very effectively. We believe it would 
be a retrograde step to establish a separate witness protection service, let alone an incredibly expensive one. 
When Parliament looks at this issue of enhancing the powers of the CCC to be a more active player in combating 
organised crime, we will see that there are incredible economies of scale that are not met by duplicating a body 
to be doing what the police have the potential to be doing already and could be doing to a greater extent if more 
funding were available for the police’s role in fighting organised crime. 
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Another recommendation concerns the confiscation of assets power. If we go down the line of giving the CCC 
enhanced powers in relation to its organised crime function, then there is a lot of merit in giving the CCC a 
confiscation of assets power. It is very clear that the greatest deterrent and the most effective tool in dealing with 
organised crime is the ability to confiscate assets and to get to the people fronting organised crime by going 
straight for their assets. We believe amending the act to give the CCC enhanced confiscation of assets powers 
would make the CCC a more effective body. There is the potential for the government to have a win out of this 
situation, to go away and have a think about what is really meant by an “enhanced organised crime power”. By 
merely changing the definition of “organised crime” and by giving the CCC more power to confiscate assets, we 
can meet our commitment to allow the CCC to be more involved in fighting organised crime but without 
curtailing its other very effective and important work. The committee believes this is such an important area that 
this week it announced that it will be conducting a separate inquiry into the confiscation of assets powers and the 
need for the CCC to have that power. I think that will be a very important report to this Parliament.  

Similarly, the issue of public versus private hearings goes to the core of an anti-corruption body. We have a great 
history in WA on the issue of private versus public hearings through the original Official Corruption 
Commission, the Anti-Corruption Commission and then the Corruption and Crime Commission. My personal 
view remains strongly that a body such as the CCC must have the ability to conduct public hearings. But if we 
look objectively at it, we will see that the CCC has used that power very rarely. When it does have a public 
hearing, it garners incredible publicity, but it is an area that the committee needs to look at. Nearly 10 years after 
the creation of the CCC, it is right for us to look at best practice in public versus private hearings in anti-
corruption bodies. This week we also announced that we will be conducting a separate, thorough inquiry into the 
issue of public versus private hearings. 

Another very important section in this report that I urge all members to look at is the role of Parliament and the 
Corruption and Crime Commission. It mentions issues such as whether the CCC is constrained by the Bill of 
Rights of 1689 and other esoteric issues that excite lawyers here in the chamber. Similarly, we have dealt with 
issues regarding the Procedure and Privileges Committee and what comes under whose bailiwick. It is important 
in reports such as these that we have a clear understanding between the major players about where jurisdiction 
begins and ends. 

There is a section on the need for secrecy; that is the subheading. Many of these matters have been dealt with, 
and there is now a better understanding in the bureaucracy about the responsibility of CEOs to report serious 
misconduct and corruption allegations to the CCC. There is a greater understanding of whether a missing 
paperclip falls under that gamut or whether somebody who is accused of misappropriating a paperclip or 
something else is able to tell a superior or a minister or others. These are areas that have been dealt with, but 
there is some need for some tidying up in these areas of the act.  

Finally, a number of minor amendments are required. Recommendation 57 relates to the important area of 
making a false or misleading report. In the first year following the establishment of the Criminal Justice 
Commission and the Crime and Misconduct Commission in Queensland, they were inundated with every second 
local government council candidate making an allegation that their opponent in the upcoming election was 
corrupt. The media reported all those allegations because they had those powers. We fully expected that when 
the Corruption and Crime Commission Act came into operation in Western Australia, we would have a 
replication of that. I do pay credit to the quality of people in local government—especially those on the joint 
standing committee, member for Swan Hills!—and also the media, because the media did not give oxygen to 
these totally ridiculous claims. Some got some airplay, but I think the media, the community, local government 
and others were able to put this muckraking into perspective, and I am very proud of that. But I think it is very 
important that the act contains a clear deterrent to people who maliciously make allegations they know to be 
false or misleading to the Corruption and Crime Commission, because not only does that damage the reputation 
of innocent people, but also it chews up the resources of the CCC, which should be used for more important 
matters. I commend this report to the Parliament. 

PREMIER’S STATEMENT 

Consideration 

Resumed from 16 February on the following question — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [9.31 am]: Mr Speaker, I would like to make a speech concerning policing in 
Western Australia. At the outset, I preface my speech by saying that I have the utmost respect and admiration for 
the thousands of brave and conscientious police officers who police Western Australia, and who, by their 
devotion to duty, secure the streets so that they are safe enough for my wife and my children to walk about 
without the expectation of being assaulted or otherwise endangered. I thank all those officers who serve in the 
traffic branch and who stay up all night in difficult conditions, patrolling our streets to keep the streets safe 
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enough for me to drive home with the expectation that I will not be killed by a hoon. I thank all of those officers 
serving in crime command who work so valiantly detecting crime by organised criminals and others, and who 
have achieved such remarkable results, especially in the interdiction of drug laboratories. They have made big 
inroads into the amphetamine trade in Western Australia. Finally, I thank, also, those officers of this state, 
including the undercover officers, who on a daily basis put themselves in danger by engaging with organised 
criminals and bikie gangs to bring evidence before the courts that will see these people prosecuted. All these 
people bring to the force great credit, and they should hold their heads up high, and we as a Parliament should 
sincerely thank them for their efforts, and I do.  

Of course, I was the police union lawyer for over a quarter of a century. I represented literally hundreds of 
officers over a 20-year period. In that regard, I think I have the runs on the board and have shown my particular 
dedication to the service of hardworking officers. I particularly want to pay tribute to Sergeant Phil Birch of the 
Clarkson Police Station, who helps us out there in Clarkson; he is a wonderful man, it is a wonderful station, and 
it has wonderful staff. Of course, I have many, many personal friends who are serving police officers still, and I 
hold them in the highest regard. It is, therefore, with the greatest of regret that I have to stand in this chamber and 
raise a matter that has done the reputation of the Western Australian police service great damage. Indeed, in my 
view and in the view of others, the reputation of the Western Australian police force is so tarnished at the 
moment, as a result of the incidents involving Kevin Spratt, which followed so closely on the controversy 
involving Andrew Mallard, that many people around Australia view the Western Australian police force as 
having the worst reputation in Australia. That is something that Labor will not tolerate, and Labor will try to 
deliver to the Western Australian public a service without such a tarnished reputation as is being garnered by the 
Commissioner of Police and the police. 

I will explain why I make those harsh comments, but before doing so, I say that I did not come into this 
Parliament seeking publicity and I did not come into this Parliament to make a controversial speech. As a result 
of the matters I am now about to explain, I approached the Commissioner of Police at the opening of Yanchep 
Police Station and said, “There are matters that are very disturbing in the Western Australian police service. I 
don’t want it to be personal.” And he said, “Come in and have a cup of tea.” So I rang him soon after the opening 
of Yanchep Police Station, to go in and have a cup of tea at his invitation, but I could not get past his 
receptionist. I did leave a message; he never got back. I then had a conversation in the last week of Parliament 
before Christmas with Deputy Commissioner Chris Dawson, in which I expressed my disappointment that I 
could not go and put before the police department that which is of the utmost concern to me and which should be 
of the utmost concern to all Western Australians, particularly media representatives in Western Australia, who 
have been lied to—seriously lied to—by the Western Australian police department. I will now turn to that.  

Mr Speaker might recall there having been published, by none less than the Commissioner of Police, a flowchart 
relating to Kevin Spratt. The Commissioner of Police took it upon himself to publish this flowchart at a press 
conference, during which he detailed what he said to be the continuing violent behaviour of Kevin Spratt that led 
to him being tasered on 41 occasions over a six-day period in the Perth police lockup. I have that flowchart 
before me now. Unfortunately, that flowchart, when examined against the police documents and examined 
against the evidence of the Corruption and Crime Commission, is a litany of lies. That flowchart was absorbed in 
good faith by the media, who repeated the lies that are contained in the flowchart. There had been a previous 
document distributed by the Commissioner of Police at a briefing when the Spratt matter first broke, and that 
document also contained many untruths about Kevin Spratt.  

Kevin Spratt complained by letter to the Commissioner of Police about the actions that the Commissioner of 
Police was taking to vilify him—actions that the Commissioner of Police took not because Kevin Spratt was a 
dangerous criminal and they were on the lookout for him, but simply because Kevin Spratt put his hand up and 
said that he wished to make a complaint against the officers who had tasered him. From that moment on, the 
police department sought to vilify Kevin Spratt; indeed, all this publicity came down upon the shoulders of 
Kevin Spratt, but not because he went out and sought it. He had served his time, he had gone out and tried hard 
to get employment, and it is very, very hard for an Indigenous person coming out of prison to get employment, 
as I am sure you would appreciate, Mr Speaker. It took him three months, but he got a job, and then the 
Corruption and Crime Commission, without warning him, released a DVD, wherein his face, they say, was 
sufficiently pixelated to not allow anyone to be able to identify him. A press conference was called, and this 
terrible sheet was distributed amongst the journalists in an effort to vilify Kevin Spratt. Kevin Spratt complained 
that his identity had been released to the media, and by letter dated — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mindarie, for my benefit and possibly, also, yours — 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Has the clock stopped? 

The SPEAKER: — could you indicate whether this matter is before the court at the moment?  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: No, it is not before the court; I give you that undertaking. I have researched that this matter 
is not sub judice in any way, and I have taken senior counsel’s opinion on it. The senior counsel’s opinion I have 
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taken on it is that there is a tribunal—a commission—conducting an inquiry, which has gone into recess, and an 
inquiry does not constitute a court and does not go against any rule of sub judice. I know the government would 
want to shut me down and say that a public inquiry equals a court; it does not. There is, of course, plenty of 
precedent that during inquiries by the CCC into matters involving the Labor Party, these matters were raised in 
this chamber, and you, Mr Speaker, were present when they were raised. I give the undertaking that there has 
been no charge preferred against Mr Spratt; there has been no charge preferred against any officer. The matter is 
simply not sub judice. I would not raise a matter that was sub judice in this place. So, if I could just go on. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you for the clarification, member.  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Thank you. 

Mr Spratt then complained about these matters to the Commissioner of Police, about being publicly vilified, and 
the Commissioner of Police wrote back by letter dated 22 October 2010, dishonestly saying — 

It was in that context that your antecedents were released. 

The Commissioner of Police was saying he was compelled to release this litany of lies because I was making 
misstatements. I will come back to that in a moment.  

The Commissioner of Police says also in his letter of 22 October—I am not saying the Commissioner of Police 
was the author of this lie, but whoever did it has set the commissioner up to be viewed by many as a liar—“This 
agency did not identify you, Mr Spratt.” The fact is that Mr Spratt was not known to anyone in Perth before his 
picture appeared on Channel Seven that night. Mr Spratt did not know that the DVD was going to be released by 
the Commissioner of Police. A press conference was called, and an eight-page dirt sheet on Mr Spratt was 
handed out, while the deputy commissioner and other senior police moved through those assembled, briefing 
them on Mr Spratt. Immediately after that press conference was held, Channel Seven reporters went to 
Mr Spratt’s parents’ place and said, “Where’s Kevin?’. They told him that he was at work, and they told him 
where he worked. He had been there only three days. Channel Seven then went to his place of employment. The 
Minister for Police wanted to know who was writing the letters for Mr Spratt. I was writing the letters for Mr 
Spratt. I was helping Mr Spratt.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: You were providing legal advice. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: No, I was not. Mr Spratt has also got legal advice from the most senior lawyer in the city 
that I was not giving Mr Spratt legal advice. But I was helping him to write his letters, as the Commissioner of 
Police knows. 

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Mr Speaker, could you tell Lord Haw Haw of Hillarys that I am not taking interjections 
this morning? Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

The Commissioner of Police would want us to believe this eyewash that there was no communication to Channel 
Seven of the address of Mr Spratt. That is just a lie. Who is responsible for the authoring of that lie? I am not 
saying it is the Commissioner of Police. He may have just been handed this letter to sign. But the Commissioner 
of Police has to come out and give an explanation. 

I now turn to the commissioner’s flowchart. I have numbered each of the squares on the flowchart. Hansard will 
contain the speech, but not the flowchart with the numbered squares. I therefore seek leave to have this flowchart 
lay on the table for the remainder of the day, and afterwards for it to be incorporated into Hansard, so that any 
member, or any person in the press gallery, will be able to see exactly what I am talking about. Mr Speaker, is 
leave granted to do that? 

The SPEAKER: I am seeking advice on the practicalities of whether that document can be incorporated into 
Hansard. I would need to look at that document, member for Mindarie.  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: I am happy to just lay it on the table. 

The SPEAKER: If I can look at it in the first instance, that would be best. I ask you to continue while I look at 
it. Thank you, member.  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Certainly, Mr Speaker.  

I will now go through the flow chart. As I have said, it contains a litany of lies. I will never forget that press 
conference, which the Premier of Western Australia has described as absolutely an extraordinary performance by 
the Commissioner of Police. The Commissioner of Police stood at a lectern and said that all the yellow squares 
on this flow chart denote acts of violence by Mr Spratt. The Commissioner of Police had Chris Dawson 
demeaning himself, mimicking Delvene Delaney—members may remember the lovely Delvene Delaney; she 
was the barrel girl on Sale of the Century—but sans the short skirt and the pretty face, at the whiteboard, 
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pointing out these yellow squares. This constitutes nothing less than a litany of lies. I do not have time to go 
through every one of them, but given a longer period of time I would.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Mindarie, just for your benefit, and also for the benefit of members of the house, I 
have instructed that the document be laid on the table for the remainder of the day. It is impossible to have what 
you have provided incorporated into Hansard.  

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Thank you, Mr Speaker.   

The squares are numbered. I first turn to the square numbered 5. This square relates to Mr Spratt’s arrest in King 
William Street, Bayswater, on 31 August 2008. The wording in the box says — 

Spratt arrested in King William Street Bayswater re trespassing/attempted burglary & disorderly 
conduct; Spratt believed to have been opening fuel filler caps …  

Some police officers were driving along King William Street. They saw a drunken Aboriginal, and they fronted 
him and said, “You’re the one who’s been sniffing fuel caps.” He denied that. In evidence at the CCC, the 
arresting officer said, “We have no evidence. I was standing with him at the back of the vehicle. I was in the 
process of explaining to Mr Spratt that the other man in the crew was at the microphone, just verifying his 
identity, and I was telling Mr Spratt that once his identity has been verified, we will drive him home.” It was not 
arresting him for trespassing and burglary and sniffing petrol; it was, “We’ll drive you home”. Mr Spratt was 
drunk. He had had unfortunate contacts with the police in the past, and at that point he panicked and ran off, and 
he ran into some other policemen. They arrested him, and during the process of that arrest, he struggled. Mr 
Spratt was never proceeded against for what is stated in this yellow box: “Spratt arrested in King William Street 
Bayswater re trespassing”. That was never proceeded with. That was just a ruse and an excuse for the interaction 
with Mr Spratt. 

Mr Spratt was then conveyed to the police lockup. The barrel girl, Delvene Delany, then pointed to the next 
yellow box, which denotes Mr Spratt’s next violent act. It has now come out, and it came out at the time, that Mr 
Spratt was calm at the lockup. In box 7, the lie is — 

Spratt resists officers  

Once at PWH Spratt resisted violently …  

We know that is a lie. We know that is a lie, because the Premier of Western Australia said, “I’ve watched the 
video. Spratt wasn’t violent at the watch-house.” We know it is a lie, and we know that the Premier of Western 
Australia has got it right, because at the CCC, each of the officers was shown this video, and they said, “No, he 
wasn’t violent; and, no, he wasn’t resisting us.” Therefore, we know that in box 7, the commissioner was selling 
a lie to the public of Western Australia. It is disgraceful.  

I then stood in this chamber and said, “The only person who was charged with an offence at that lockup is not 
the police who assaulted him; they charged the victim.” The police commissioner then put out a press release to 
the press gallery—correction of Quigley’s mistake—saying that all the charges referred to in box 7 are in fact 
just a repeat of the charges that Mr Spratt copped when on King William Street; in other words, it is just a 
replication of those charges. That is a lie. I have taken care to get hold of the charge sheets. One of the charge 
sheets shows that Mr Spratt was actually charged with obstructing the police while he was a victim in the watch-
house! Do not tell us that the police in this state do not have the worse reputation in Australia, when they go out 
and not only do this, but lie to the public about what they have done. The day of reckoning is coming. First, the 
Commissioner of Police in this lie has had his knees kicked out from under him by his staff, who went to the 
CCC one after the other and said that Mr Spratt was calm at the watch-house, he was not violent and he was not 
resisting. All the commissioner’s staff have absolutely contradicted the Commissioner of Police and the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police. His staff have made him look like a liar. I am not saying that Karl O’Callaghan was the 
author of these lies. The author of these lies was likely to be a superintendent at the internal affairs unit. But Karl 
O’Callaghan owes the public of Western Australia an explanation of the involvement that he had in the 
distribution of these lies. Indeed, the reason that they can lie so confidently is that under this administration—
under this Liberal administration—the Minister for Police is a dud, and the Commissioner of Police knows that 
he will never be brought to account by the Minister for Police, because he knows his political master is no more 
than a sycophant and he can tell him whatever he likes. The Commissioner of Police would not have behaved 
like this during the tenure of the member for Midland as Minister for Police, because she would have questioned 
him and sought explanations and not just been a suckhole to him. That is why the commissioner can speak with 
such confidence. 

I will move on, because time is running out. The day of reckoning is coming for the Commissioner of Police. 
Although the Commissioner of Police said in his press release that Spratt was not charged as a victim at the 
watch-house, his staff have gone to the CCC and have, once again, kicked his legs out from underneath him by 



 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 17 February 2011] 645 

 

saying that Mr Spratt was charged. When they were asked on what basis he was charged, they could not identify 
on that video anything that Mr Spratt had done wrong for the charge that they gave him, which he copped three 
months in jail for. That is a disgrace, and it has brought disgrace on the Western Australian police service and on 
our reputation for honesty and integrity. Unless this is dealt with by the Minister for Police, the police in Western 
Australia will be regarded around Australia as having the worst reputation. There is no doubt about that.  

I now move on. I will have to speed it up a bit. Box 10 says that Mr Spratt was on a person’s property early in 
the morning. The box says that it was between 4 and 6 September. It was actually on 6 September. What 
happened is that at 4.55 am, he was walking along Guildford Road, drunk. He was homeless at that stage, and he 
had his clothes in a plastic bag, and half a bottle of booze. A car of racist bogans stopped on Guildford Road and 
took him on. Fearful, he ran. He jumped the fence; he broke a bit of the fence when he jumped it. He discarded 
his belongings, and he hid until he thought the way was clear. Once he thought that the bogans who were going 
to beat him up had gone, he made his way back onto Guildford Road. What happens when he gets onto 
Guildford Road? He is surrounded by police. That is because there was another offender—a sex offender. We 
know this—I will not go into it all—because someone had left their bodily fluid in a pair of underpants that were 
hanging on someone’s clotheslines in their backyard.  

May I seek an extension, Mr Speaker? 

The SPEAKER: In giving you an extension, member for Mindarie, I want you to be mindful of some of the 
accusations that are embedded in what you have said. In saying that to you, member for Mindarie, I would like to 
bring to the attention of the house that procedure in this place is very important. The comments made by the 
member for Mindarie, in effect, represent what this Parliament is about. Member for Mindarie, I give you the 
ability to continue.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: As I said, from where he was hiding from the bogans, he was confronted by the police. In 
box 11, the police state — 

Spratt attempted to gain entry to dwellings at Guildford Rd Bayswater, located by police & arrested on 
suspicion.  

Mr Spratt is not the person who left his sexual fluid in a person’s undies, but he was arrested for that. We know 
from the record of interview conducted in the prison by the internal investigators that Mr Spratt did not do that. 
At the time the police published this litany of lies, they also knew that. How do I know that? Because Detective 
Sergeant Ron Klanjscek, the internal investigator interviewing Mr Spratt, said, “Don’t worry about the burglary 
charge, because we’ve tested the undies with the bodily fluid on it, and it’s not yours, Mr Spratt. Don’t worry, 
we know that you didn’t do this.” But when the police approached Mr Spratt for doing that, they tore a Christian 
cross on a silver chain from his neck. He complained to the internals about the rough handling and the removal 
of his Christian cross from his neck. He formally complained about the theft of that sentimental item by letter 
after he got out of prison, and I helped him with that. They never gave him an offence report for the police theft 
of that silver chain and cross.  

The police then took Mr Spratt back to the Perth watch-house. We all know from the closed-circuit video footage 
what happened there. Mr Spratt was brutally dealt with at the Perth police watch-house, to the extent that a 
young female constable said that she was sickened at the extreme violence against Mr Spratt. The police then 
called in the Department of Corrective Services. We saw the DCS take the tape that the government and the 
Attorney General did not want us to have. Do members remember that I kept asking in this chamber for the 
release of the DCS tape? Remember that Mr Spratt was tasered a further 13 times! In the process of getting 
tasered 13 times on police premises by DCS staff with a policeman present—you could see it in the video—Mr 
Spratt was being asked to bring his arm around the front. Members can see this on the video. Mr Spratt was lying 
face down, and when he would not bring his arm around the front, the officer kept on tasering him in the back. 
At this stage, this man had sustained a dislocated shoulder, a broken collarbone and a punctured lung. Is there 
any wonder he could not bring his arm around the front? And because he could not move his grossly injured arm, 
he was tortured over and over in a woeful act that is a strike against the reputation of the Western Australia 
Police around this country.  

I made a big mistake. When Mr Spratt was interviewed in prison, he made a specific complaint about this 
incident in which he was injured. I said that the police had to release this second tape—their secret tape. 
However, the Attorney General, with his leering grin, kept on saying, “There is no secret tape. Mr Quigley is 
wrong again.” I was a fool. When Mr Spratt, in this record of interview with internal affairs investigators, 
formally complained about being injured on 6 September 2008, I made a foolish assumption that the police 
would conduct an investigation. I made a silly assumption that in the process of that investigation, they would 
get hold of the tape because it was necessary for their inquiry. But this police service buried this tape. The police 
did go out to Hakea Prison, and they did say to Mr Spratt, “We want your authorisation for the release of the 
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medical reports so that we can go back to Royal Perth Hospital and see how badly you were injured in our police 
lockup.” They did tell Mr Spratt to go back to his cell and make notes about the incident, but they never came 
back to see him; they buried the whole thing. It is disgraceful. Then they put in this litany of lies, which I am just 
coming to.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Mindarie, before you proceed, can I again caution you on the accusations you 
make. I have been made aware that Kevin Spratt lodged a single judge appeal on 14 January this year. I am 
indicating to you, member for Mindarie, that the comments you might make in this place have the potential to 
prejudice what might happen to that appeal. I am cautioning you.  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I have been in contact with the senior lawyers on that case, and I 
know that what I am saying is not prejudicing that case. I give the house that undertaking. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: In their opinion—what about the DPP?  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: The Director of Public Prosecutions has spoken to the senior lawyers. I am not at liberty to 
reveal in this place what is happening, but I am not in any way prejudicing that appeal.  

I am saying that in this particular case, the police then say that they went out to Casuarina Prison and Mr Spratt 
could not recall the incident of 6 September. That is wrong. He could not recall the incident of 30 August. He 
could recall the incident of 6 September. Mr Spratt made a formal complaint about it, albeit that the police had 
been deceptive and never investigated his complaint about being injured. The IAU investigators had that DVD as 
early as September 2008. As a result of the Mallard and Gray cases, two leading cases in the High Court, the 
police were under legal obligation to disclose that video to his defence lawyers prior to going to court. They did 
not do that. They failed in that duty. This was at a time in 2008 when Commissioner O’Callaghan was saying, 
“We have learnt from the Mallard case. We now understand our legal obligations of disclosure and will never do 
this again.” Oh, yeah! At the time the commissioner was saying that, they were doing this to Mr Spratt and 
keeping the video secret from his lawyers. They did take the video out to Mr Spratt himself on 27 January, three 
days before he was sentenced. They never showed his lawyer the video or alerted his lawyer to the video. They 
asked Mr Spratt what he wanted done. He said that he wanted them charged. It was only after he said, “I want 
them charged” that they said, “You had better get legal advice from the Aboriginal Legal Service.” They said, 
“You’ve watched that video. Do you want to make a complaint about the way the police treated you that day?” 
Mr Spratt’s response was, “Yeah. After seeing it, yeah.” They were dumbstruck. They thought they had him over 
the line and he would not complain. They said, “You do? Do you want me to provide you with time to consider 
your position and seek any legal advice?” Mr Spratt did not want legal advice; he wanted to make a complaint. It 
was the police who were forcing this on him, and they did not go to his lawyer, as represented to the public by 
Commissioner O’Callaghan. They did not go near his lawyer! They kept this video from his lawyer. They kept 
the video from the court and, as such, it constitutes an unjust and unfair hearing that Mr Spratt was subjected to. 
However, immediately after he was sentenced on 30 January 2009, they did re-attend at the prison and say, 
“You’ve complained about being injured. Would you sign an authorisation for the release of your medical 
report?” He said yes.  

The fool thought the police were going to investigate this. Their business was about covering up.  

The line contained in this litany of lies at box 25 states, “ALS Solicitor views CCTV footage”. That is a lie. How 
do we know that is a lie? Because the Attorney General, in answer to a question late last year, said that the 
person who went there and the person who sent the subsequent email to the police saying they did not want 
charges was not a lawyer but a clerk from the ALS—just a law clerk. Did this law clerk go down to see Mr 
Spratt first? No. As I said, box 25 on this chart shows that an ALS solicitor—we know that is a lie—viewed 
footage at IAU. The internal investigations unit—this chart shows that it was “Compiled by WA Police Internal 
Affairs Unit”—knew that the person who attended was not a lawyer but was still quite happy to put on to this 
sheet that a lawyer had attended upon them and that this person was in receipt of legal advice, which is a lie. The 
next day it received an unsigned email from this woman, whoever she is. The Attorney General knows her 
identity and he can vouchsafe to this Parliament that she is not a legal practitioner and nor did Mr Spratt ever get 
legal advice. That is also a lie. To follow it up, the Commissioner of Police went on radio telling the public the 
lengths the police department had gone to to get him legal advice before the police were advised he did not want 
to lay charges. The truth is that the commissioner should have truthfully informed the public. The police did 
everything they could to keep the video away from his lawyer before he went to court. They did everything they 
could so this video would not be shown in court. To try to wrap this up, they got a clerk from the ALS to get her 
around to sign off on it. I would love to hear a tape recording of the conversation between internal affairs and 
this hapless, naive clerk from the ALS. This guy was never a client of the ALS.  

The commissioner then went on radio and told the public that they had done everything to get him a lawyer. That 
was a lie. They did everything to not get him a lawyer. They did everything to frustrate him in getting legal 
advice. This would not be countenanced in any other state in Australia. The Premier described this press 
conference as extraordinary. It is unique in Australian criminal history. Nowhere in Australia has a 
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Commissioner of Police—not in all the Carlton crew, not in the shootings that are happening with the bikies in 
Sydney, not in South Australia—publicly vilified someone who at that stage had done no more than say, “What 
has happened to my complaint? I want the police charged.” That is why they went out to vilify him. It would not 
be tolerated in any other state in Australia. Why do the police do it in Western Australia and why is it tolerated in 
Western Australia? It is tolerated in Western Australia because we have a person with the title of Minister for 
Police who has no idea how to discharge his responsibilities and hold the police to account. His response to this 
will be to attack me, not to get to the bottom of the creation of this litany of lies. I stress once again that I am not 
saying that Karl O’Callaghan and Chris Dawson were the authors of these lies, because this chart says it was 
compiled by the WA Police internal affairs unit. The authors of these lies were the superintendents down at the 
internal affairs unit. What discussions had they had with Commissioner O’Callaghan and Deputy Commissioner 
Dawson before they so willingly went into a press conference selling these lies to the public of Western 
Australia to vilify Kevin Spratt? It is beyond imagination why they would do it. It is beyond the Premier’s 
imagination. He finds it just extraordinary. This situation has to mark them down as the worst commissioner and 
deputy commissioner in Australia by virtue of their conduct.  

The Minister for Police has a duty to this Parliament and to the public of Western Australia to call in the 
Commissioner of Police and get to the bottom of this. Such an action would not be tolerated in any other state in 
Australia. When this gets out nationally, of course people are going to think that we have the worst 
commissioner in Australia. Of course they are going to think that this is evidence of the worst police conduct in 
Australia. What else should they be left to think?  

I had a friend who went to Paris last October. When he was in Paris scanning the media for news from Australia, 
he could not pick up a snippet of news, but what was being replayed on Paris TV was the videotape of the police 
torture down at the East Perth police lockup.  

Before I sit down, I have been told that by categorising it as police torture, I am just going for publicity. That is 
what the honourable Minister for Police said; and that I am wearing my underpants on the outside. That is 
wrong. 

[Member’s time expired.] 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [10.05 am]: This year’s Premier’s Statement did not go off with a bang but a 
whimper. It was dry, uninspirational and contained little that was new. I have no doubt that the Premier and the 
Treasurer were quietly pleased with this year’s projected budget surplus that has climbed back to $758 million in 
the 2010–11 Government Mid-year Financial Projections Statement. I have no doubt they will continue to say 
that they regret the financial pressure that they have put on Western Australian households to achieve it. I have 
no doubt that they will continue to say that they regret the $368 extra, on average, that Western Australian 
families are now trying to find from overstretched household budgets in order to make it through another year. 
That $368 might not sound like much in Cottesloe. In Cottesloe it probably just buys dinner for two and a decent 
bottle of wine at a flash restaurant, but on the other side of the city it is a really significant sum of money. I know 
that the Premier says that he regrets this extra imposition. I know that because he said so. After the budget was 
brought down, he said he was sorry he had to do it but that we all had to tighten our belts. Then again last month 
he reiterated his apology, but he noted that it was necessary. He was quoted as saying — 

I did care. That was a difficult decision. I knew it was the right decision. And people in this state know 
it was the right decision even though they don’t like paying higher prices for their electricity.  

I apologise for the hurt. But we had to do it. 

In his opening address to Parliament this week, he said again — 

As Premier, I apologise once again for these increases, though necessary, and thank the community for 
bearing the effects of the price rises.  

The Premier acknowledged that, especially when coupled with increasing interest rates, it was a stressful time 
for families and small businesses that have to face these massive price hikes. The Liberal–National government 
has upped the price of electricity by 46 per cent and the price of water by 30 per cent. The Premier has been 
saying for some months now—indeed, he said it again this week—that we will not see price increases of this 
magnitude this year. The forward estimates, though, have them locked in at increases of 22 per cent for 
electricity and 8.4 per cent for water. If we cannot believe the forward estimates—estimates that were again 
repeated in the midyear review—what can we believe? If the increases are not to be of that huge magnitude, 
what magnitude will they be and what should householders be setting aside now for further increases by the 
Barnett government?  

In the greater Perth area alone, over 90 000 households manage on less than $500 a week. Of those 90 000 
households, no fewer than 80 000 have experienced real hardship in paying the utility bills imposed by this 
government. The majority of those vulnerable households are the homes of the elderly, single parents, sole 
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providers with dependent children or people with disabilities or life circumstances that prevent them from 
seeking employment.  

The Premier has said he is sorry thrice and that he cares. The truth is that he does not care enough and he is not 
sorry enough—not sorry enough, Premier, not to do it; not sorry enough, despite the budget surplus, to spare 
Western Australian families the financial pain of these revenue grabs; not sorry enough to forgo a little extra 
cash and find alternatives to squeezing household budgets; and not sorry enough to abandon his rigid economic 
orthodoxy and be the compassionate Premier that he claims to be. The Premier says that he cares and that he is 
sorry, but it is not enough. What is this government’s rigid economic orthodoxy? First and foremost, it is a 
commitment to privatisation. It is the irrational belief that the private sector always does it better, that the 
services provided by government are expensive and second rate, and that the market is the best determinant of 
everything from the price of a bottle of milk to the price of a CEO. On that basis, this government is privatising 
health care and even schools without serious oversight or any community debate. 

The introduction of independent public schools has been conducted without changing a single line of legislation 
or a single regulation. This has ensured that this smoke-and-mirrors privatisation of one of the most important 
functions of state government has been conducted without any public debate, without any parliamentary debate, 
and without any scrutiny by either house of this Parliament. We just have to take the Premier’s word for it that it 
is a good idea, that the minister knows what she is doing, and that the experience of education privatisation in 
other places will not be replicated here. We have to assume that the experience of charter schools in the United 
States will not be replicated here, whereby public money funds privately run and parent-controlled schools. 
Detailed studies of educational outcomes in those schools, scholarly and careful assessments of educational 
quality, show that only 17 per cent of students do better in public schools, 37 per cent do worse and 46 per cent 
do much the same. We have to assume that teachers will find it more empowering and that students will find it 
more engaging. This is despite a study of the effects of devolution of control to schools that found that there was 
little difference in student learning and that teachers had no more professional autonomy in a devolved system 
than they have in a centralised one. What we do not have to assume is why. We know that faith in the 
marketplace and in economic orthodoxy has driven this policy. There was not enough faith, though, to debate it 
properly in this place and to respond to some of the matters that I have raised here, but just enough faith to slide 
this policy in the back door and hope that short-term success does not become the medium-term embarrassment 
that independent public schools in Victoria became under Jeff Kennett. 

We see the same irrational faith in the government’s approach to health care. With considerable help from 
Canberra, this government is continuing to build the hospitals that were begun by our Labor government. Fiona 
Stanley Hospital and the Midland health campus are cases in point. Both were begun by the previous Labor 
government. Both have had funding for their construction supplemented by hundreds of millions of dollars from 
the commonwealth Labor government. But this government’s plan for these significant investments of public 
money, of taxpayers’ money—that is, everyone’s money—is to turn them over to a private company and let it 
run these facilities for profit. That is another piece of blind faith hedged by hollow guarantees and assured by 
fiat. The government has not ensured the jobs of the staff at Swan District Hospital, although it has advised the 
staff that they are free to apply for jobs at the new hospital. It has also advised staff that they can apply for jobs 
at the other remaining publicly run hospitals. It has not assured the people who will be served by these hospitals 
that the hospitals will be appropriately run and maintained.  

The government has no mandate for the plan to privatise our hospitals. It certainly has no mandate for privatising 
the new Midland hospital. When the Richard Court government outsourced health, it was a disaster. This 
government has not assured the people of this state that this measure is financially prudent to begin with. If there 
is any truth in the assertion that the private sector does things better, that truth is based upon the assumption of 
perfectly free markets that moderate costs to consumers. There is no perfectly free market here; rather, there are 
a couple of companies that are in the position realistically to tender for the contracts. Those firms have to submit 
a bid to government that is attractive in cost, while, at the same time, they have to have a percentage return to 
shareholders that justifies any initial investment. There is necessarily a pressure on any successful firm to cut 
costs in order to maximise shareholder return, and that shareholder return is the money that is paid into the health 
system by government for the provision of health care but spent through shareholder dividends on anything that 
pleases the shareholder. How is that efficient? How is that good management? How does it benefit the public? I 
can tell the house who the losers will be in this. First and foremost, the losers will be the hospital workers, who 
will have to work harder and longer for less so that the private company can return a dividend to its shareholders; 
and, secondly, it will be the community members in the broader eastern region, Midland and beyond—the 
mums, the dads, the children and the elderly who need hospital treatment, which treatment will be compromised 
by the need to return a profit to shareholders. Cleaning and sanitation will be compromised, the timeliness of 
service will be compromised, and the standard of care will be compromised because the bottom line is profit, not 
a standard of service. People’s lives are at stake, but it seems that the Barnett government is prepared to take this 
gamble. 
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All of this is happening with the elephant of Royal Perth Hospital in the room. In order to fund an election 
promise that was extravagant but designed to win the seat of Mount Lawley for the government, the commitment 
was made again and again not to close Royal Perth Hospital in any way—to keep it as it is. How is this an 
efficient use of public resources? The Education and Health Standing Committee of this house, which is not a 
committee dominated by Labor, found in its report last year that the government’s current policy of retaining 
Royal Perth as a full tertiary facility rather than scaling back its offerings is generating wasteful and unnecessary 
duplication, robbing the newer and decentralised hospitals of beds and retarding the development of Joondalup 
Health Campus to a full tertiary facility by some years. That is more blind faith, more voodoo economics and 
more policy built on crumbling assumptions and discredited theories. And what for? What is the purpose of 
budget surpluses? It is not purely aesthetic; it is not just about a beautiful set of numbers. Budgets and economic 
policies in general should serve the people of this state. This government, though, seems to think that it is the 
other way around. 

Thanks to the astute policies of the commonwealth government, Australia has dodged the global financial crisis 
and is returning to prosperity. Our Premier never ceases to remind the nation that the driver of that prosperity is 
the mining boom in Western Australia. But how is the boom being harnessed to serve the needs of the state? 
How are Western Australians benefiting from this apparent explosion in economic activity? The answer is: not 
as much as they should be. Our workshops should be hives of activity. Light manufacturing companies should 
have their order books full. The skills of a generation of workers should be passed on to the next. But here we 
are deafened by the silence. Instead, the Premier himself has ensured the export of $300 million worth of 
contracts through his oversight of the Gorgon project. What a sterling example! What else will private employers 
do? We should and we must use this boom for the benefit of our community, not merely for the profitability of 
transnational mining companies. Good policy would demand that we use the breathing space that the boom has 
given us to reshape our economy and reshape our state, so that when the resources give out, or when the demand 
for them does, we are not left behind. We do not want to become a rust-belt state, with industrial wastelands and 
craters where wealth once used to be. 

What is this government doing, though? It is moving the Department of Training and Workforce Development to 
Osborne Park from a site that it owns to one for which the government will pay $3 million rent a year. Only 
yesterday we found out that the fit-out cost for this new building will be $6.6 million. Other than that, what is the 
government doing? It is not doing much, it would seem. I have to ask: how will splitting the departments of 
education and training and moving the training department to Osborne Park benefit or build this state? How 
could policies to send our jobs overseas and our firms broke be in Western Australia’s interests, while bravely 
rearranging the bureaucratic deckchairs at the Department of Training and Workforce Development? Whereas 
we paid nothing before, we will now pay $3 million a year rent. That $3 million, and the $6.6 million that will be 
spent on the fit-out, will have to be diverted from recruiting and training apprentices to paying rent. But this is 
consistent with the economic approach of Liberal governments. What is the biggest compliment that can be paid 
to them? It is not that they had great vision or inspired people through difficult times or built for the future; it is 
that they managed well. What a compliment—they managed well! The only problem is that they manage by 
outsourcing to private companies. In just over two years in government, this government has stood on the 
shoulders of the previous Labor government and opened projects that we began. It has opened our roads, 
schools, police stations and hospitals. When will it do something for itself? If it had not been for the 
commonwealth’s Building the Education Revolution money, infrastructure spending on schools would have 
gone backwards over the past two years. If it had not been for commonwealth infrastructure money on major 
projects, the Reid Highway overpass would still be on the drawing board. The long-awaited Perth foreshore 
development progressed just this week to some new drawings that really raise more questions than they answer. I 
refer here to traffic management issues among myriad other things.  

Of course our Premier can point to the great projects of the north west and argue that those are building for the 
future. They might, they could, they should; but they are not—they just help the Premier manage. It is no secret 
that the Premier imagines himself as a latter day Charles Court, opening up the north west and tapping into a 
whole new source of wealth for the people of this state. He has learned his lines from the Court family playbook; 
although he is slightly more sophisticated in the way that he tramples on Indigenous rights and blames Canberra 
for everything that goes wrong. The people of this state deserve better. The people of this state deserve to have 
the surplus used for better things. The people of this state deserve a future that this prosperity ought to be 
building for them.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The Premier promises sound management. Why should we be satisfied with such a 
mediocre claim? Why should we be satisfied, especially after another round of increases in fees and charges? 
Why should we be satisfied with a government whose best economic ideas are decades old and are demonstrable 
failures? Why should we be satisfied with more privatisation, more outsourcing of essential government 
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services, and more exporting of Western Australian manufacturing jobs and the export of our skills? Why should 
we be satisfied with a government that is squandering our present and not planning for our future?  

I look forward to crossing swords with the Treasurer in my new role. I hope that he can spare the time from his 
responsibilities in running the state’s justice system to also run its multibillion-dollar economy. During the life of 
the last government, members opposite took some pleasure in referring to my former colleague Hon Jim 
McGinty as the part-time Minister for Health. I am sure the Attorney General will understand when I return the 
compliment and refer to him as the part-time Treasurer. I might be new to this job but I am not new to this place, 
and I am not new to government or its processes. I am not new to the task of holding this squalid and arrogant 
government to account. Moreover, I am confident in the power of Labor ideas and its history. The Labor Party 
has always been a building party—a party that has made infrastructure, a party that has generated skills and 
trades, and a party that has ensured universal education and health care. Those are our enduring achievements, 
emerging from our determination to build a community that is fair and prosperous, where everyone has a durable 
and sustainable future.  

Before I close, I wish to move an amendment to the question that the Premier’s Statement be noted.  

Amendment to Question 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I move — 

That the following words be added after “noted” — 

and that the Liberal–National government be condemned for its continuing failure to maximise 
skilled work and apprenticeships from the boom 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee) [10.25 am]: I rise to support this amendment. It is an important amendment to 
support because this government has been missing in action when it comes to supporting the businesses of 
Western Australia. It has also been absent in supporting the future generations of this state. Our children, our 
children’s children, and the ones that come after them will be significantly and deeply affected if we do not act 
by getting skilled work into this state over a sustainable period. I will address the amendment to the motion in 
three ways. We have here an opportunity. We have a problem that is getting in the way of our opportunity, and 
there is an effect on the basis of that problem. If I have time, I may even make a contribution about what I think 
would be some of the solutions, save being called nothing but a negative naysayer.  

The Premier is on the record as saying that the workshops of this state would be full. Much has been made of it 
in this chamber and publicly. He did not actually indicate when that would be. He raised the expectation, 
particularly amongst the fabrication industry and those people who support the supply chain to the resource 
sector, that in fact the good days are coming back again. In fact that is not the case. I can tell the Premier when 
those workshops will be full: the workshops will be full when there are fewer than half a dozen of them left! We 
have already seen some workshops and businesses go out the back door. We have already seen some businesses 
close up because they simply could not access the greatest wealth boom in this country, and probably globally, 
that any other province in the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development world has ever seen.  

By way of background, the resource industry itself contributes over $70 billion to the economy. The Department 
of Mines and Petroleum’s own data indicates that the industry contributes $73 billion worth of economic output 
in WA. Further than that, in the gas sector, Western Australia’s share of Australia’s natural gas reserves is over 
70 per cent. Western Australia is the repository of over 70 per cent of Australia’s gas supplies. More than half of 
Australian mineral and petroleum exploration exists in Western Australia. That is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. More than that, it is a once-in-a-dozen lifetimes’ opportunity. Why? It is because global demand for 
our commodities has created what some people are now calling a super cycle. There are various names that 
economists are grabbing to describe the current situation. It was evidenced yesterday by the super profits that 
have been generated out of BHP Billiton, and the week before out of Rio Tinto. We are waiting to see the oil and 
gas sectors’ profits. We now see commodity prices for iron ore in excess of $150 a tonne. There are various 
reports out there—I have been researching these—such as the Goldman Sachs report of November last year, as 
reported in The Australian Financial Review, that identified the potential for iron ore to increase to $250 a tonne. 
There is a saying in the Pilbara that a tonne not shipped now is a tonne you will never get back, because of the 
price. They are going flat out to get their product to market—our product, our resources and our children’s 
children’s resources. We cannot look our future generations in the eye and say that we have done them justice 
when we are seeing workshop closures in the Kwinana strip and we are seeing the outsourcing of offshore 
services left, right and centre.  

At some point the party will be over. That same Goldman Sachs report stated, as other economic analysing 
houses have reported, that once it reaches its peak—it is said that that will be as early as three to five years from 
now—it will come back, at what pace they cannot say, to its historical mean of around $70 to $90 a tonne. It will 
therefore go back to the way it was. Again, a tonne not dug now is a tonne that we will never get back at those 
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prices. The reality is that we need to make this one-time-use resource in this one-time window to the best benefit 
of Western Australia so that when the party is over or when the music stops, we will know what the residual 
effect will be to this state and its future generations and what the sustainable future will be for Australia and 
beyond Western Australia. That is because this entire country is riding on the back of Western Australia at the 
moment. 

Let us turn our heads to the problem that several large manufacturing houses have cut their apprenticeships and 
their workload. I have toured those places and have talked with the owners at length—as I note the Premier did 
last week, I think it was. Their concern is not the fact that their workshops are empty; it is the fact that their 
forward order books are empty. When we go beyond that and delve into it, the critical issue is that the number of 
tenders they can get access into is in decline. It is a significant issue; the Premier himself has identified it and I 
have yet to see any concrete action, other than just words. 

Since 2005 fabrication work undertaken by the sector has not increased at all. Some key facts are really 
important to understanding the size of the problem. Twenty million hours of steel fabrication work has been 
taken offshore within the space of two years. That is the equivalent of 2.2 million working days, or 444 000 
working weeks, or more than 8 500 working years for a skilled metal fabricator. Those figures are from evidence 
presented to the National Resource Sector Employment Taskforce. 

During 2009–10 the Australian Steel Institute estimated that only eight per cent of the required fabrication work 
for the resources industry was undertaken in Western Australia. This is the exact converse of the volume of 
domestically retained fabrication work at the commencement of the resource-driven economic boom, when 
Western Australia retained 92 per cent—eight per cent versus 92 per cent—of the available fabrication work. 
Again, that was evidence given to the National Resource Sector Employment Taskforce. Analysis further 
conducted by the Australian Steel Institute determined that for every 1 000 tonnes of steel fabrication 
manufactured in Australia, 60 jobs are created and almost $2 million in government tax revenue is generated. 
Using this multiplier on projects such as Gorgon, which may require up to 250 000 tonnes of steel, up to 1 500 
skilled jobs have been lost offshore from this one project alone. 

Where do we see it? We see it when we go to the Pacific Industrial Company and look at the time clocks where 
employees clock on—we see row after row of empty spaces for cards. That company started 50 apprentices a 
year; it now starts 10. We could play three games of indoor cricket in one of the company’s sheds—it is that 
empty—and a healthy game of footy outside in the car park, because it is empty. A traditional week for a steel 
fabricator is not 38 hours or 40 hours; they typically do 55 hours a week. Why? It is because that is the way that 
industry is set up. The fabricators who do that enjoy the overtime that they get from a longer day and they also 
sometimes work on Saturday. They ran afternoon shifts in the last boom. They are not running afternoon shifts 
now, they are not working on Saturday, they are not employing apprentices and they are not getting extra hours. 
Those fabricators, boilermakers, welders et cetera, and everybody else along the food chain, are actually working 
fewer than 38 hours in some cases. We are therefore getting underemployment and underutilisation of the 
capability. 

If that is the problem, what is the effect? The effect is substantial and deep. What we have, as I said before, is 
unemployment and underemployment. The unemployment rates—as we heard in this chamber in the last couple 
of days and as I have certainly been banging on about for the last few months—of 10 per cent in Kwinana and 
seven per cent in Rockingham are the highest. There is a significant difference between statewide unemployment 
statistics and unemployment statistics in areas of Perth that are situated alongside traditional manufacturing 
sectors. It is having an immediate effect on those fabrication houses and their neighbourhoods. We are therefore 
saying that not only are local jobs at risk, but also local jobs for local people are at risk. Those people in 
Rockingham, Kwinana, Medina and Cockburn are all suffering. They are all not getting access to this boom, and 
it is creating a two-tier economy in our own state. We used to hear about that nationally, but there is a two-tier 
economy right here in Western Australia. There are those who are enjoying the benefits of the boom and those 
who are literally watching it go past their front door, along to the dock and overseas. 

Of course that really affects the principal point of my entire support for this amendment and my objection to the 
way this government has conducted itself in relation to local jobs and skilled work; that is, it affects our kids. 
Future generations will not have the opportunity to engage in and have a meaningful, skilled life. We know that 
because the youth unemployment figures for teenagers in the south west metropolitan area, which covers that 
entire area, is approximately 25 per cent. 

But there is more to it. As always, there are second and third-order effects along the chain in the number of 
engineers engaged and the number of university places available for those engineers to support that industry. For 
every $1 million worth of retained manufacturing business, a further $985 000 worth of value-added goods is 
generated. Metal products are the highest value-added product in the manufacturing sector—the highest in this 
state. Tax revenue of $333 900 is generated for every $1 million of retained manufacturing business; $95 000 
worth of welfare benefits is saved; 10 full-time jobs are created or saved; and important skill sets required for 
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ongoing industry development are retained. We cannot have an industry without making an investment in its 
future and without looking at the opportunity, which is this one-time-use resource in this one-time-window boom 
that we are going into, and without looking at the context of its intergenerational effect. 

The second effect it has is in training, and apprentices directly, as I said. It is important, as the Premier in his 
statement identified a 47 per cent increase in traineeships and apprenticeships. His base point is particularly 
interesting to note. But if he would care to have a more considered and realistic view of it and looked at the 
statistics from September 2008, he would see that the total number of apprentices in training was 23 000. By July 
last year, 2010, the total number of apprentices in training was 19 380. That is a total decrease of 3 620. That 
means 3 620 apprentices did not start. I might drill down into that for a second. Once apprentices leave, or are 
put off and can no longer be sponsored or are not in a group scheme, they end up getting other lesser-skilled jobs 
that need less training, and they are then lost to the industry. That is because once they start down the life 
journey of earning money and use that money in a consumer and materialistic approach to living their lives, they 
become economic conscripts to their own wages, to low skills, to a low future and to a horrible cycle of 
interdependence on state welfare and national welfare. 

Manufacturing is a key piece of this state’s strategic industrial plan. Manufacturing is one of the most resilient 
industries, if it is cared for, and it pays back in spades. I have already identified what it provides for $1 million 
worth of fabrication in this state. The manufacturing industry has been a stronger and more consistently 
productive industry than the mining industry since 1990—believe it or not—particularly in the decade since 
2000. That statement is from the Australian Bureau of Statistics. The ABS also notes that Australia’s annual 
production growth has reduced by almost 30 per cent since 2001, led by the productivity losses in the mining 
industry, simply because it is a boom–bust industry. The mining industry is in a big boom that will be long and 
strong for a number of years. We need to know what this government will do to provide the social, commercial 
and legislative leadership to ensure that that industry sector and the wider business community of Western 
Australia have the opportunity to access it in a meaningful way. Businesses within the manufacturing industry 
are the most likely to introduce innovation, with more than 40 per cent in 2009 investing time and cost in 
innovating their production methods. The Premier himself, I noted, stood and marvelled at the number of 
innovations and the amount of capital investment that is undertaken by the fabrication industry. He said so in this 
place, and I align myself with that commentary. I have been to see the people involved in that industry. They are 
not Luddites; they are not stuck in the past. They are not the sort of people who do not understand how to have 
an efficient process. They are investing, and were investing heavily—probably not so much now—in their own 
future by building new capacity into their plant equipment, including things such as automation, such as robots 
and other computer-controlled technologies. 

Noting the time, I will give the house one example of the effect of this. What is going to be the effect? One of 
the manufacturing houses I saw is manufacturing a big bucket reclaimer for a major iron ore company. Members 
might have seen the big wheels that reclaim the stockpiles for loading onto the ships. That company is 
manufacturing one of six bucket reclaimers; the other five are being made in Korea. That in itself is a problem. 
Those bucket reclaimers also have maintenance needs; they need through-life support. The boom is about not 
only construction but also through-life support for the actual infrastructure that these resource companies need to 
maintain. These bucket reclaimers have reached their end of life; they have been retired or are coming up for 
retirement and will be replaced. The resource companies outsourced five overseas and one is being made in 
Western Australia. Why is that important? What is one of those little insights that tell us that this will have a 
deep and lasting effect and will bring down the threshold of capability for this industry? There is a particular 
collar that holds one part of the big swing arm over. This collar is a big piece of steel that is about 
200 millimetres thick. There is only one engineering firm in this state, called Park Engineers, that can bore the 
holes and cut the piece of steel; none of the other fabricating houses can actually do that. What do we think will 
happen when that business no longer has enough in its forward order book to sustain employment? If that 
business goes out the back door, none of the other fabricating houses will be able to produce at that thickness of 
steel—200 millimetres—and bore it to the accuracy needed for these highly technical machines. Either they will 
have to invest in the same machinery, which will not be effective, or we will reduce again the threshold of 
capability under which this industry can participate. 

What we have seen in this current boom that we did not see in the last boom is the advent of modular 
construction. Modular construction did not exist when the North West Shelf train 4 was built; it was constructed 
by hand onsite—stick welding, as they call it. Every other train since then has been built modularly and the 
industry is looking at modular construction for a range of things. Our industry will not be able to compete in that 
sphere if this government is not willing to undertake what is needed to help that industry reorientate itself, 
understand the future economic and global circumstances in which it competes, and assist it. This Premier is an 
absolute free-marketeer. He said that he will not intervene. He will not undertake any intervention to ensure the 
future of our children and our children’s children. He will not make an investment in intergenerational 
sustainable employment for skilled people in this state. The Premier has proven it and the best that he can do to 
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intervene is to simply have a cup of tea with a few of the bigger houses. He brings them in and says, “Lads, have 
a cup of tea with us. I’m taking a bit of heat up the hill here. Can you throw us a few bones so we fill up those 
workshops? It won’t take you long.” It is true that it will not; the capability of this industry is actually not very 
big by global standards so it is not that hard for the Premier to enshrine in some way the capability of our future 
generations to get access to and a fair shake of this one-time, one-use resource and this one-time, one-use 
window of time. 

This amendment to the Premier’s statement should stand. This amendment condemns this government for 
inaction. This government is meant to be about action; it talks a good fight, but it cannot lead. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [10.45 am]: I support this amendment to the 
question. The sort of political strategy that the Premier has adopted is pretty clear. He has tried to get himself 
personally identified with big projects. He has tried to diminish the economic record of his predecessors. There 
are three minor problems with that and one big problem.  

The first minor problem is that the size of the Western Australian economy doubled during Labor’s seven and a 
half years of power. Therefore, it is not the case that someone such as the Premier is needed to get the state 
moving. The Premier inherited a state in the best economic and financial condition that any Premier has inherited 
government. The second minor problem is that the projects he seeks to identify himself with have, in 
one particular case at least, been substantially delivered by his predecessors. He sought to identify himself with 
the Gorgon project. However, all the substantial work on that project was done by Labor, against objections from 
the then Leader of the Opposition, now the Premier, about things such as the location of the project, which, had 
those objections been listened to, would have scuppered the potential of that project. The third minor issue that I 
think needs to be noted is that the Premier has identified himself with the Browse and Oakajee projects and, 
quite frankly, there are question marks over his progress to date on both those projects.  

Leaving aside those three less substantial issues, the biggest issue is this: big projects are not enough on their 
own; getting the projects is only part of the job. We are no longer in the mid-1990s when resources were spoken 
about as the old economy, when investment in Western Australia was faltering and when the economy, on the 
watch of the now Premier as the then Minister for Resources Development, was actually getting smaller. We are 
not in that circumstance. We are in a circumstance whereby there is huge global demand for commodities. We 
are in a circumstance in which, as an oil and gas person said to me, “For the next decade Western Australia will 
be the hottest investment location on the globe.” We are in a circumstance in which people want to invest in 
Western Australia, want to consume our commodity exports and are prepared to pay higher prices for those 
commodity exports. Therefore, quite frankly, we do not have to be quite as humble as we were in 1997 and 
1998. We have more capacity to stand up for the public interest and to stand up for the interests of our state. 
Therefore, getting the projects is only part of the job and the Premier is not doing his full job unless he also acts 
to ensure that every Western Australian gets a fair share of this prosperity. The Premier is not doing his job 
unless he acts to ensure that there are sustainable future benefits from this growth. Talk to every Western 
Australian: there is an anxiety in Western Australia about what happens next and what we will get out of this 
growth. There is a thirst amongst Western Australians for us to have a broader, more diversified, sustainable 
economy for the future. It is important that the government recognises that feeling in our community. It is 
important that the government starts to act, and that the Premier takes up the full responsibilities of his position 
as Minister for State Development. Not only do we have more capacity to stand up for the public interest and for 
the broadening, diversification and sustainability of our economy and inclusion in the way it operates, but also 
we have more need to do those things right now. Why do we have more need? It is because the world is 
changing. Just as there is increased demand for our resources, there is now increased competition for the 
resources development work. There is now much fiercer competition for the work that we used to expect—that 
perhaps we used to take for granted—would flow from our resources projects. There is a new set of 
circumstances, a new opportunity to stand up for the public interest of the state, and a new requirement in the 
face of fiercer competition for the government to show leadership.  

The Premier has been long on excuses but short on action. We saw that during question time on Tuesday. We got 
an academic analysis of some of the things that are happening that make it more difficult for the fabrication work 
from resources projects to flow to Western Australian companies. Fine. It was an interesting answer. But what 
was completely lacking was any government response based on that analysis. We need not only determination 
and commitment on this issue, but also a level of sophistication. We need a decent industry policy in this state 
that outlines the state of the industry and the challenges, and how the government is going to work with business 
and unions to overcome those challenges to make sure that Western Australians get their fair share of the 
resources prosperity which this state is experiencing and which it will continue to experience for some 
significant time into the future. It is important that we identify every cause of our current circumstances, but it is 
even more important to take action—to do something. Where is industry policy in Western Australia? The 
government is completely silent on industry policy. The government apparently has contempt and disdain for 
this very important part of its governmental responsibilities. Where is the government on the fabrication 
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industry? Where is the government on the engineering and design sectors? Where is the government on 
information technology? Where is the government on biotechnology? Where is the government on the defence 
industries? We hear nothing from the government on these important sectors of our economy. All we hear from 
the government is about the resources sector and big projects. I am a strong supporter of our resources sector. I 
personally played my part in government, insofar as I could, on the question of big projects. There is no 
difference between the government and the opposition in our support for the resources sector or our desire to see 
the projects come to Western Australia. Where there is a big difference is that we are prepared to do all of the 
job; we are prepared to take action to ensure that the benefits from the resources projects flow to Western 
Australia and, beyond that, we are prepared to think and talk about and propose solutions for other sectors of the 
economy that also need to progress.  

The member for Willagee was right: while the eastern states like to think of there being a two-speed economy in 
this country, with Western Australia being in the fast lane and therefore not especially deserving of 
consideration, the fact is that there is a two-speed economy here in Western Australia. A lot of people are 
benefiting from the mining and resources boom. Some people will set themselves up for life as a result of the 
income they make from working very hard in very difficult and uncomfortable locations using skills on which 
we should place more value—that is, the skills of tradespeople. Good luck to those people. I want those people 
to succeed and prosper. We, as a political party and in government, will do everything we can to ensure that they 
get the best opportunity to prosper. But there are other people and industries that also need to prosper. Where 
will all our young people work in the future if we do not pay attention to the needs of these other industries? My 
criticism of the government is that it is not acting to ensure that benefits flow to the full extent possible from our 
magnificent resources development.  

My second criticism of the government is that it is not acting to build the future of Western Australia. What are 
some of the things that the government could do? There is an interesting campaign in the community. It is a long 
time since we have seen a campaign that brings together business and the union movement—that brings together 
blue-collar and white-collar unions. Does it not tell us something when everyone comes together to run this sort 
of campaign? I know that Western Australia benefits very much from free trade, so I am not inclined to take a 
protectionist approach. I have looked closely at what this alliance is requesting of the government. Quite frankly, 
what they have put forward is a very sensible approach. They are saying that this is an issue of great public 
concern for which there should be more accountability and transparency. They are calling for some public 
debate, public scrutiny and parliamentary scrutiny of what we are getting from these resources projects, and that 
this should be done through a piece of legislation that provides for those mechanisms. What is wrong with that? 
What is frightening about that? That does not seem to me to be an unreasonable demand. It seems to me to be 
very, very reasonable given the level of unemployment in the relevant trades and areas that service these 
businesses, and given what the businesses are reporting. The resources sector in this state is absolutely thriving 
and prospering, yet sectors that would normally expect to prosper in partnership with the resources sector are 
missing out. They are asking us, as members of Parliament, to give some structured scrutiny and attention to this 
issue and to ensure that there is some accountability. That is a very, very modest request. I support it, as do my 
colleagues on this side. We will ensure that members of the government are forced to debate this issue over and 
again until the Premier gets away from his disdain and contempt for industry policy and is forced to roll up his 
sleeves and take some action. There are things that the government could do. Where is the summit of businesses, 
unions and resources sector proponents convened by the government? Where is the advisory council that might 
look at long-term issues in this area? Where is the identification of missing pieces of technology or investment? 
Where is the analysis of whether we need to form more alliances between different firms to get the scale needed 
to gain this work? Where is the requirement on the resources companies to do the design and engineering work 
in a way that facilitates Western Australian participation? There are all sorts of things the government could do 
without contravening neo-Liberal free-market economics. There are all sorts of things the government could do 
that would be perfectly appropriate for a state government that cared about its jurisdiction, its people and the 
future of this state. There are perfectly appropriate things for such a government to do, but it does not appear as 
though we have a government like that.  

One of the disadvantages and particularly disturbing features of our current situation is the impact on training. 
We are not training young people in sufficient numbers for the future boom. There will be big consequences for 
this state as we face an increasing skills shortage. What we are getting from the Minister for Training and 
Workforce Development is sly spin rather than an acknowledgment of the issue and concentrated, coordinated 
action to overcome it.  

I went through some of the training figures yesterday. It is again worth noting, as the member for Willagee 
noted, that there has been a decline in the number of apprentices in training during the last two years of the 
Barnett government. We have 3 620 fewer apprentices in training than we had in 2008. It seems to me that the 
situation is not improving. In 2010, 7 924 apprentices began training compared with 8 779 apprentices in 2008. 
Therefore, we had 855 fewer apprentices begin training in 2010 than we had in 2008. It was even worse for 
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traineeships—2 831 fewer people commenced training in 2010 than in 2008. The Minister for Training and 
Workforce Development is being let off the hook. This is one of the most significant underlying economic issues 
for the future of the state, and he is skating by with sly statements, misleading statistics and spin. It is time for 
this minister to face the fierce blowtorch of accountability. We need to do that in the interests of the state, of 
small and medium businesses, of non-government organisations, of the public sector and of the resources sector 
itself, all of which will be negatively impacted by labour shortages and skills shortages if this minister does not 
vigorously step up to the mark with some strong urgency to his approach. We have not seen that so far, just as 
we have not seen the Premier come to grips with this issue. 

Members opposite will worry about things like interfering in contracts, interfering in the operation of markets, 
protectionism.  

Mr F.M. Logan: Sovereign risk. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: And sovereign risk. Those are the straw men that might be raised in objection to the 
opposition’s approach. I ask members of the government to put that aside and to think about the issues affecting 
our people, to think about the future of this state and to take account of exactly what the unions, both white and 
blue collar, and the relevant businesses are asking for. They are asking for more debate, more scrutiny and more 
accountability. They are asking for government leadership. It is not wrong for the government to take an interest 
in industry policy. Industry policy is something that all governments should take an interest in. This is not only 
about the businesses and the unions that are currently complaining. What is happening here is only the most 
glaring example of a government failure across industry policy. 

I repeat: Where is the government’s policy on the fabrication industry? Where is the government’s policy on the 
engineering and design sector? Where is the government’s policy on information and technology? Where is the 
government’s policy on biotechnology? Where is the government’s policy on defence industry operations in 
Western Australia? The tragedy of it is that one of the weakest government ministers, a failed government 
minister, Simon O’Brien, is the minister who has been given responsibility for the commerce portfolio and, 
therefore, industry policy, which falls under that portfolio. If you want nothing done, if you want no clarity of 
thought, Simon O’Brien is your man. The Premier had a chance in his cabinet reshuffle to put someone 
competent and committed in that portfolio, and what he did was take the minister he nearly sacked, and should 
have sacked—a failed, incompetent transport minister—and say, “We’ll give him commerce; he’ll do.” That is a 
declaration of the Premier’s lack of interest in this very important set of issues. 

Quite frankly, the public of Western Australia deserves more. The future of our state deserves more 
consideration than it is getting from this disdainful and contemptuous Premier. 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn) [11.04 am]: I was waiting for a response from anybody on the government side 
on this critical issue. I would like it to be recorded that no minister from the government is in the house at the 
moment to respond to this issue. There is not even a parliamentary secretary in the house who may respond to 
this issue. This is probably one of the most critical issues facing Western Australia. It is about the destruction of 
our capability to engineer, design, fabricate and construct our own materials and our own infrastructure for the 
extraction of resources. It is about the killing off of that industry. Murray Cowper, the parliamentary secretary, 
has just wandered into the house. Finished his cup of tea, has he? Is he nice and relaxed? He has probably 
wandered in to say a few words after I have finished. That is how much interest this government has in this 
critical issue. 

Picking up on what the Leader of the Opposition highlighted about how to resolve this crisis facing Western 
Australian industry, it is by way of legislation. We have tried everything in Western Australia to get more work 
for our fabricators, engineers and designers to take some control over our own ability to extract resources. We 
have trained people. We have funded companies. As has been said numerous times in this house, other 
companies have invested tens of millions of dollars in their own capability to take on major resource projects. 
The state government and the federal government have invested $300 million into the Australian Marine 
Complex to be able to compete with those companies in South and North Asia, which are basically taking the 
work away from Western Australia. The state government and the federal government have invested in that 
infrastructure to enable and encourage our companies to compete. None of it has been successful to date. Over 
the last two years of the Liberal–National government, we have gone into freefall in this area. Between 2003 and 
2008 during the last boom when a Labor government was in place, we had an industry policy in place, and the 
workshops of Kwinana, Welshpool and Bassendean were full. The companies knew they had an active, 
interventionist government that would take action against them unless that work was done in Western Australia. 
They have been given a clear indication now from the Liberal–National government that nothing will be done. It 
is, “No problems. Take all your work to China, take it all to Thailand, take it all into Indonesia.” It is a nod and a 
wink, because this government will do nothing. 

Imagine for a minute that China had the same amount of resources that we are lucky to have here in Western 
Australia. If China had those sorts of resources, would it allow companies such as Rio Tinto, BHP or Xstrata to 
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wander into its country, develop those resources and have all the infrastructure and equipment for that resource 
extraction engineered, designed and fabricated somewhere else? Can members imagine the Chinese government 
allowing that to happen? Of course it would not. What about the home of the free market, the United States? The 
United States has major resources—everything from gypsum to copper; Kennecott and others like Utah Mining 
are massive mining companies. Do members think the state and federal governments in the United States would 
allow Utah mining and Kennecott to say, “No problems. We will have all this equipment fabricated in a car park 
in Thailand or in Indonesia or China”? Do members think that any administration in the United States, whether 
Republican or Democrat, and any state government in the United States, would allow that to happen? Of course 
they would not. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: What is the population in the United States? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: It is not a question of population. That shows us why the member for Murray–Wellington 
should not even be responding on this issue. It is about capability. It is about capacity. The member does not 
know what he is talking about. I know what we are going to be faced with when he does speak—just a buffoon’s 
response. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The opposition spokesperson has left the chamber. Was it something I said?  

I ask members to think about this. Whether members are on the side of the Liberal–National government, or on 
our side, I ask them to consider the proposition that I have put. Whether we take communist China or the free 
market of the United States, would they let the same thing happen to their industries as is happening to our 
industries? Of course they would not. Would they intervene and put legislation in place to prevent that from 
happening? Of course they would. They have already done that. Therefore, the proposition that has been put by 
the Leader of the Opposition is not without precedent. We need to say: enough is enough. We now have to direct 
these companies to be good corporate citizens. They will not do it by encouragement. They will not do it by 
incentives. The only way they will manufacture, design and engineer in the country from which they are taking 
the resources is if the government directs them to do so. That will have to be by way of legislation.  

I assure the government that this issue will not go away. We will go after the state government for its inaction on 
this issue from now until this issue is resolved. We will do that by raising it in this Parliament every single week, 
until legislation on this issue is passed. It is disgraceful that the Western Australian engineering and design 
industry, and all the other industries that are related to it, are in this situation. 

The new Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Small Business, the member for Scarborough, is in the 
house at the moment. I would like to hear the parliamentary secretary say a few words on this issue. The small 
businesses on the Kwinana strip and in Welshpool are suffering terribly because of the flow-on effects of what is 
happening to the major industries in this state. I would like to hear what the parliamentary secretary is going to 
do about that. The member for Scarborough has taken on the mantle of parliamentary secretary. She should stand 
and say what she is going to do for small businesses in Western Australia, because they will go down the 
gurgler, the same as the larger manufacturers and the designers and the engineers, because they rely on them. 
They will all go down the gurgler together.  

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, member for Scarborough! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Just to wrap up, the Premier is very proud of the fact, as he has said in this chamber on a 
number of occasions, that he is overseeing an investment in the resources sector of $138 billion worth of projects 
over the next 10 to 15 years; I believe that is the timescale for these projects. That is an unbelievable injection of 
money for any country, never mind a state of a country. It is a massive injection of money, particularly into those 
two industries of mining extraction, and oil and gas. This is an opportunity, not just for Western Australia but 
also for Australia, to change its entire capability and skill base for generations to come. The Gorgon project is 20 
times bigger than the Snowy Mountains scheme ever was. The Snowy Mountains scheme changed the capability 
and skill base for New South Wales and Victoria. The Gorgon project is literally a once in a lifetime—a once in 
a 100 year—opportunity to grasp the benefits of that investment, and to change the nature of the economy in 
Western Australia from one of pillaging our resources to one of building industry and building a smart economy, 
with a wide and diverse skill base. That is the opportunity that we can grab if we want to. However, from what 
we have heard from the Premier over the past couple of days, that opportunity is going to slip completely 
through our fingers. We have asked the Premier to intervene directly in the market by way of legislation. We 
have asked him to create an industry policy. His only response has been, “I have met with 17 companies, and 
they have indicated that they may give us some work.”  

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: Crumbs off the table! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes; as the member for Joondalup has said, it is crumbs off the table. If we get, out of 
$138 billion worth of work, 10 000 tonnes of steel, it is not even a crumb!  
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Mr A.P. O’Gorman: And they want it done for the cheapest possible price. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The total cost of the Gorgon project is $50 billion. There is 400 000 tonnes of steel in the 
Gorgon project. All of that went overseas. They did not give us anything. When they were going through their 
approvals processes, they promised the world. They promised that the Gorgon project would be a major change 
for Western Australia, and it would be boom times for our engineering and fabrication industries. However, now 
that they have their approvals, they are giving us nothing—absolutely nothing. The whole of their engineering 
and design work is being done overseas, and all their fabrication work is being done overseas—the whole 
400 000 tonnes. That is the reason the Leader of the Opposition has stood in this place and said that we need to 
go further. We have to direct these companies to do the right thing by both Western Australia and Australia, by 
way of legislation that will force them to design, engineer, fabricate and construct in Western Australia.  

I now wait with bated breath to hear the dulcet tones of the parliamentary secretary in response.  

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray–Wellington — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.18 am]: Members opposite have 
raised some very valid points. In December last year, the government launched the Skilling WA program. That is 
a strategic plan for how this government will go forward and deal with the issues that confront this great state. 
We have been told by Monash University that there will be a requirement for some 239 000 additional workers 
in Western Australia in the next seven years. The population of Western Australia is about two million people. If 
we accept the notion that those 239 000 additional workers will bring with them wives and children, that is a 
significant number. It probably equates to an additional half a million people in this state. That throws up a great 
problem for the government in providing skilled workers. It applies across government and also to education. I 
am sure that the Minister for Education will be confronted by issues about how she will provide skills for that 
workforce. Policing will be impacted on, as will health, hospitals, roads and infrastructure. It will wash right 
across Western Australia. 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup! 

Mr M.J. COWPER: If the member wants to speak, he should get to his feet and speak when I sit down. I am 
not going to entertain his interjections. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Albany! 

Mr M.J. COWPER: I have not read any notes. 

We will require a significant way to draw 239 000 workers to Western Australia. We will need to train not only 
the local workforce, but also those people in the community who have been disadvantaged to get them up to 
speed. I have some great examples in my electorate. We are doing just that with disadvantaged Indigenous 
people at Fairbridge Village. I encourage members who are interested to have a look at what it is doing with 
traineeships and apprenticeships for Indigenous people and long-term unemployed people. It is a fantastic 
example of what can be done. I am extraordinarily proud of what is happening at Fairbridge. No-one can detract 
from the fantastic work it is doing. Recently, a company came across from Queensland. I informed it of what 
was happening there and it was very impressed with the way that Fairbridge, in concert with the state and federal 
governments, is dealing with this particular issue. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: We will also require an immigration program of skilled workers. 

Mr F.M. Logan: For what jobs? Where are the jobs?  

Mr M.J. COWPER: The jobs will be in Western Australia. There will be 239 000 additional jobs in the mining 
and oil resource sector. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Doing what? What are they going to be doing there? 

Mr M.J. COWPER: I have a vested interest in this matter, because I have three teenage children. I am 
interested in their future. They will have to make a decision about what they will do in the future. We need to 
rethink what is more important—a university degree or an apprenticeship. One of my children has gone into an 
apprenticeship, which I am very pleased about, and another one will leave school at the end of this year and will 
hopefully go into an apprenticeship in the local community. There is a great example of foreign and capital 
investment in building new infrastructure in Pinjarra. It is a $25 million investment. 

Mr P.C. Tinley: It is a shed. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: Has the member been there? 

Several members interjected. 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M.J. COWPER: Has the member been there? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: Answer the question. If the member wants to interject, he should interject with some 
sensibility, not just because he has a loud voice. I, too, have a loud voice, member! 

Several members interjected.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Willagee! 

Mr M.J. COWPER: With that investment, there will be 151 new jobs in that town, including some 30-odd 
apprentices. This company has a parent company that operates out of Kalgoorlie. It has a connection with the 
Thyssen steel mills. It is putting in at that location a new training centre with capacity for 200 apprentices. I will 
take that to the Minister for Training and Workforce Development in the next few weeks to see whether 
partnerships can help to resolve the issue of finding 239 000 new workers for this state in the next seven years. 

It concerns me that I have only just been given notice of this amendment. I was in my office doing some work, 
not drinking coffee as the member suggested. If members want to have a reasonable debate about this issue, that 
is fine, but it seems to be driven more by their union mates than anything else. They are just paying lip-service to 
their union mates by coming in here and banging on about something. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M.J. COWPER: The whole-of-government plan is to provide a framework and strategy to build, extract and 
retain skilled workers by focusing on five strategic goals, including increasing participation in the workforce, 
particularly among underemployed and disengaged mature age workers, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
and other underrepresented groups. A classic example of that can be seen at Fairbridge, and I encourage 
members to come and look at it. It is a wonderful program. The other goals include supplementing the Western 
Australian workforce with skilled migrants to fill employment vacancies unable to be filled by the local 
workforce; attracting workers with the right skills to the Western Australian workforce and retaining them by 
offering them access to rewarding employment and a diverse and vibrant community and environment to live in; 
providing flexible, supportive and innovative education and training that enables people to develop and utilise 
the skills necessary for them to realise their potential and contribute to Western Australian prosperity; and 
planning and coordinating a strategic state government response to workforce development in Western Australia. 

Skilling WA has been developed with input by and the cooperation of peak employer groups, industry bodies, a 
range of employers and government agencies. This will mean more training opportunities. Since its release, the 
state government has committed to investing $24.6 million for almost 8 000 additional training places in 2011 to 
help Western Australians develop their skills. This builds on the 7 600 new training places funded in the 2010–
11 state budget. We are working with employers to remove those barriers that currently stop people working. 
The state government has established the Aboriginal Workforce Development Centre in Western Australia under 
the “Training together — working together” initiative to connect Aboriginal people with employees and to get 
the training and support required for Aboriginal people to obtain meaningful, long-term employment. 

Although the first priority is training and preparing the people of Western Australia for the workforce, we all 
know that it is not sufficient, and the targeting of overseas migration will supplement our skilled labour needs. 
Therefore, the minister has signed a memorandum of understanding with the Australian government, paving the 
way for Western Australia to access greater priority for the processing of state-sponsored migrant nominations 
that will fill those skilled occupations in demand required by the state. This program will see 6 000 migrants 
receive state sponsorship this year, which represents 25 per cent of the national state-sponsored visa program. 
The state government will continue to work with industry, employers, training providers and the community to 
implement the range of initiatives outlined in “Skilling WA — A workforce development plan for Western 
Australia”. I have copies of the report in my office if the member would like one. In addition, in order to meet 
the expectations of industry and the community, a new governance framework has been developed for and in 
consultation with state training providers. The establishment of a framework is one of the strategic aims of 
positioning Western Australia for the future. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: A key strategy of Training WA is the development of a vibrant and diverse training market 
through increased competition for public funds with the training provider market. This includes measures such as 
providing state training providers with a greater level of independence so that they may compete effectively in an 
open training market with the aim of delivering innovative and dynamic training delivery solutions to all 
Western Australians. 
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Mr A.P. O’Gorman: They’re not going to have any workshops to train the people in; they’re all going to close 
down because there’s no work there! 

Mr M.J. COWPER: I think the member for Joondalup wants to get to his feet, so I will not keep him waiting 
much longer. I will sit down and allow him to have his say, rather than snipe, as he always does, from the 
bunker. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: Maybe he will put his head above the bunker and have a go at some time. Get a bit of 
ticker! 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M.J. COWPER: The group has collaborated with the Department of Training and Workforce Development 
to provide a robust governance framework to ensure that the state training provider will be able to work with 
greater autonomy, have clearer accountability and have streamlined and transparent reporting relationships. 

Tabling of Paper 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The parliamentary secretary is reading from a document. If it is an official document, I 
ask him to table it. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: I would be more than pleased to table this document for the benefit of the member for 
Cannington. In fact, these are notes taken from a speech given by the minister in the other place.  

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The document will be tabled upon completion. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup!  

Mr M.J. COWPER: The working group ensured that the framework consolidates the use of existing systems 
and processes and minimised the need for the introduction of new processes. The framework recognises the 
diversity across 10 state training providers and, as such, has been designed to be flexible to meet this diversity. I 
will table that document for the benefit of the member for Cannington. 

[See paper 3126.] 

Several members interjected. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr M.J. COWPER: It goes to the folly of the amendment that is before the house, because if members opposite 
were dinkum, they would get up and speak to the amendment themselves. I will sit down very shortly, but I 
make some observations. Yes, we are faced with a lot of challenges, not just in training, but right across the 
board. I understand that it is the opposition’s responsibility to hold the government of the day responsible, and 
good on it; well done.  

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: You’re not responsible; your government is completely irresponsible. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: I cannot believe that the member for Joondalup does not want to get on his feet; I cannot 
recall the last time he gave a speech.  

We will be confronted with a range of issues, not only in training, skilling, providing apprenticeships and 
workforce training—it is acknowledged that there are a lot of challenges out there. However, this government is 
prepared to tackle them head-on and have a go at them. The economy is changing. We are trying to have a period 
of sustained growth; we are trying to encourage young people into this period. I have been saying to my own 
children and their friends that they are now in a period that no other generation in the history of this state has 
seen. They have greater opportunities than perhaps any other previous generation had. It is only a matter of them 
wishing to seize upon these opportunities and great things can occur. They might want to have a go and get out 
there and be skilled or they might want to go to university and get a formal degree. However, I think that an 
apprenticeship is probably more needed in our society today. It is my view that, in this day and age, a certified 
tradesman is probably more valuable than, perhaps, a university graduate. I am confident that there will be great 
opportunities for our young people. We are not going to be without a number of challenges. Yes, there are going 
to be some problems, but they are not going to be about simply providing skilled workforces; they are going to 
go right across the board. We will need to get people into this state, given that we have a population of merely 
two million people. One of the previous speakers asked whether this situation would be allowed in China or in 
the United States. Those countries probably have a greater capacity to provide the skills and have the industry 
already in place to provide that sort of infrastructure. We are talking about our workforce increasing by 
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something like 20 per cent. Imagine that the workforce in China increased by that amount. The infrastructure 
requirements of that country would be huge. Because of what is happening in Western Australia and our small 
population, we will be faced with a number of challenges, but we are Australian can-do people with an 
Australian go-ahead attitude, and we are a go-ahead and can-do government. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [11.34 am]: I want to make a very short contribution in support of the 
amendment that the Liberal–National government be condemned for its continuing failure to maximise skilled 
work opportunities and apprenticeships from the boom. My very first speech to Parliament focused largely on 
the fact that Western Australia needs to broaden its economic base. I spent a lot of time, back in 2006, on that 
topic because in a very short period, about seven years, the size of the Western Australian economy had doubled. 
That is something that we can say, but if we think about the fundamental changes to the Western Australian 
economy in seven years, during which the economy doubled in size, and the chance that this will occur again 
over the next five years, we start to realise the sorts of repercussions that this is having in areas all over our state. 
The member for Cockburn eloquently outlined to the house the impact on the industrial strip in Kwinana of this 
economic growth. My electorate has a significant industrial area in Welshpool. Many of the businesses and 
fabricators in Welshpool are going through a similar situation to the one that is occurring in Kwinana; that is, 
because there is not a sufficient pipeline of work, apprentices are not being taken on. Many members here this 
morning have already outlined the fact that, since 2008, the number of people in apprenticeships has dropped by, 
I think, 3 620. That is an extraordinary figure. The parliamentary secretary made the point that we are a can-do 
country. Yes, we are. A key point that he outlined was the fact that our visa entry requirements have to be more 
aligned with the skills that we need. The problem is that bringing people into Western Australia does not solve 
the problem that we have in training our own people. That is the fundamental reason that the opposition has 
moved this motion today. What we are asking the government to do is not outrageous. Again, as the member for 
Cockburn outlined, the United States is a lot more aggressive about protecting its own employment and assets 
from foreign investment, for example, than Australia will ever be. If we talk about countries committed to the 
free market and protecting local content and investment in significant assets, Australia far outstrips the United 
States. The fact of the matter is, and the Premier outlined this in his Premier’s Statement on Tuesday, sections of 
our economy are still weak. They are still weak because the confidence in future employment and future work in 
Western Australia is simply not there. The Premier outlined, I think, $170 billion in projects over the next five 
years, which is why we will see the structure of the Western Australian economy change again. But rather than 
broadening, our economic base is narrowing further and further into oil and gas and resources. They have always 
been the backbone of the Western Australian economy. They are huge industries; no-one denies that. But the 
problem is that as soon as the demand for our resources and the energy that we sell to the world decreases, we 
will have lost the opportunity that we now have to ensure that our people, Western Australian people, are trained, 
skilled and moved into various industries. I am on the public record as having spoken about resource nations or 
subnations, such as Western Australia, using benefits from a resource-based economy for a future fund or 
whatever it may be called. Whether governments take up that option, the key reality is that training our own 
workforce and ensuring that our economy is broadened from simply the resource sector is the one thing that 
government can do to ensure that the benefits of that resource economy are maintained. The Premier said 
yesterday in question time, and I quote him approximately, “The opposition’s solution is prescriptive and that is 
not the approach of this government.” Heavens above! This is one of the most prescriptive Premiers the state has 
ever seen. All the opposition asks of the Premier—all I ask—is that he do what he has been doing anyway, and 
apply the same prescriptive attitude that he has for the traditional owners in the Kimberley to key international 
corporates here in Western Australia. That is all I ask. The Premier said on 4 Corners, and we all saw it, “If 
those Aborigines up there want health and education, they can have their gas up!” All I ask is that the Premier 
adopt the same strong, aggressive attitude to international corporates who are used to playing this hard game 
with governments all over the world, including those of the United States, Canada and many other western 
countries that have managed to adopt very strong protection of local content, much stronger than the opposition 
is proposing. All I ask is that the Premier apply that same strong attitude that he takes the traditional owners in 
the Kimberley to international corporates that are mining our oil and digging up our iron ore. It is not something 
that is unreasonable and it is not something the Premier is reluctant to do. We have seen that he is able to do it.  

I want to conclude with one other remark. The Premier was very proud, during the teeth of the global financial 
crisis, to have his $100 million payroll tax rebate. Again, he missed the point with that in the same way he is 
missing the point with the amendment the opposition moved this morning. That payroll tax rebate had no impact 
whatsoever on job protection. The rebate came in months and months after the global financial crisis impacted 
on the businesses that were entitled to the payroll tax rebate. This is a problem for the Premier. He has attached 
himself to big projects and acts as a bully to those groups that are not so politically powerful; that is, those 
projects that are not leading to skills development and jobs for Western Australians.  

The member for Murray–Wellington asked how we solve this problem. We align our visa requirements with the 
jobs we have; that is, bring people in. That does not train our people but simply brings skilled people in to fill 
that vacuum. The problem we will have five years from now, as the Premier said, when the heat starts to come 
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off the economy, we will go back to the average growth levels of the past 20 or 30 years. A huge layer of 
Western Australians will simply miss out on training. As people go back to other countries or states from whence 
they came, there will be a huge layer of Western Australians without the skills that should have been developed 
during this time—that is now. They simply will not have the capacity to go off and set their own businesses up 
or train other Western Australians. People have moved offshore to chase employment. As the Leader of the 
Opposition referred to yesterday, 20 million employment hours have already been sent offshore. That is an 
extraordinary figure. I dare say we are probably too late, member for Cockburn. We missed the boat, when the 
government went to sleep during the global financial crisis. I dare say we have missed that boat. Between 2008 
and now there are 3 620 fewer apprentices in apprenticeships. It will take time to turn that around. I am glad one 
of the member for Murray–Wellington’s kids has received an apprenticeship. That is a wonderful outcome.  

Mr M.J. Cowper interjected.  

Mr B.S. WYATT: I did not interject on the member!  

The reality is unless we take this opportunity, an opportunity that is fast slipping out of our hands, we simply 
will not be able to get the people into training and therefore into jobs. In 10 to 20 years from now these are the 
senior people training our next apprentices in skills development. I am interested in those people, member for 
Murray–Wellington. The member’s kids are teenagers; mine are one and two years old. Unless we get more kids 
into apprentice training now, mine will miss out. That is not acceptable. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: The problem is at that location, about —  

Mr B.S. WYATT: Is the member talking about Fairbridge?  

Mr M.J. Cowper: No. They want to have a workforce of about 150. They want about 40 to 50 apprenticeships 
to go with that. The problem is they only employ about 70 or 80 at the moment because they cannot get 
tradesmen to be the masters of those apprentices to come to their factory. Perhaps our good friend the member 
for Cockburn could tell his friends down at Kwinana that they are seeking people for these jobs.  

Mr B.S. WYATT: The member is exactly right; he has reinforced the problem I am raising—they cannot get the 
people to train the apprentices. These are the people we are worrying about now; we will need those people in 10 
to 20 years from now. Bringing people in from other parts of the world fills a vacuum, but when they leave, all 
the people without skills and training remain in Western Australia. That is the reality. As I said earlier in my 
statement, I ask the Premier to adopt, on behalf of Western Australians, the same attitude that he takes to the 
traditional owners in the Kimberley to international corporations who are very comfortable in dealing with 
aggressive, nation-focused governments all over the world—not China, but the United States and Canada, who 
have much more aggressive local employment content and local investment policies than the Australian 
government will ever have.  

Amendment put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (22) 

Dr A.D. Buti Mr M. McGowan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr P.B. Watson 
Ms A.S. Carles Mr M.P. Murray Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr A.P. O’Gorman Ms R. Saffioti Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley  
Mr F.M. Logan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr A.J. Waddell  

Noes (26) 

Mr P. Abetz Dr E. Constable Mr R.F. Johnson Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr F.A. Alban Mr M.J. Cowper Mr A. Krsticevic Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.H.D. Day Mr W.R. Marmion Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.M. Francis Mr P.T. Miles Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr I.M. Britza Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr A.P. Jacob Dr M.D. Nahan  
Mr G.M. Castrilli Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr C.C. Porter  

            

Pairs 

 Ms L.L. Baker Mr B.J. Grylls 
 Mrs C.A. Martin Dr K.D. Hames 
 Mr T.G. Stephens Mr J.J.M. Bowler 
 Ms J.M. Freeman Mr D.T. Redman 
 Mr J.N. Hyde Mr V.A. Catania 
 

Amendment thus negatived. 
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Consideration Resumed 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [11.49 am]: I would like to reply to the Premier’s Statement. It was very 
interesting to hear the Premier stand in Parliament and talk about new things happening in Western Australia. I 
must admit the Premier made an apology for the gas and water bills, but I never heard anything about the poor 
pensioners in my electorate. I received a letter from a pensioner in my electorate which states — 

… I am extremely concerned over all these Utility price rises and every time there is a rise in these 
chargers, as a pensioner one has to work around it to meet the extra cost and by doing so one normally 
has to go without a affordable luxury once in awhile to meet the extra cost and too many pensioners 
today are living well below the poverty line as it is and it would seem that the Government of the day 
have no compassion when it comes to pensioners, surely pensioners could have been exempt from these 
rises and those earning a good wage should have borne the extra cost if need be would have been a 
fairer solution if the increases had to be justified. 

That letter is from Ernie Roberts from Albany, one of my constituents. The letter goes on a lot more saying that 
now he is going to use his wood burner, as he cannot afford gas. He is just one pensioner in my electorate. A lot 
of pensioners in my electorate are using the hardship utility grant scheme, but it is not only pensioners who are 
using it. I was at a function on Saturday night and was sitting next to a person who is probably on a really good 
wage. He and his wife both work. He said that they are struggling to pay their water rates, gas rates, land rates 
and electricity rates. What we have there is the working poor. He has three children, but he said that every time 
the bills come around, they have to rearrange things. The kids cannot go and play extra sport, and they cut down 
on all the luxuries. These are people in my electorate who have two fairly good jobs, but they consider 
themselves the working poor. They cannot go on holidays and they cannot take their kids to the movies—things 
that we all take for granted. Because of these rate rises, they are struggling. 

HUGS is a very good scheme, but people have to be referred to a financial counsellor before they can enter the 
scheme. There is only one financial counsellor in Albany and that person is inundated with applications. People 
are therefore waiting between two and three months before they can consult the financial counsellor. This is 
something that they have to do so that they can pay their bills. A lot of people will not go to a financial 
counsellor, because they do not want to be seen walking in there because of the old Australian way: “She’ll be 
right. I can pay my bills. I don’t want to be the person seen going into a financial counsellor.” Every husband 
and father wants to be able to look after their children, and they do not want to be the one to go there, so they are 
just going without and turning off their power in winter. Seniors in my electorate come to me and say that they 
cannot afford to use their gas fire in winter, and in summer they do not have air conditioning. Some people might 
say that they do not need air conditioning in Albany. It does get pretty hot down there sometimes. Seniors in 
their little units find it especially difficult to keep cool in summer and warm in winter. 

It is all right for the Premier to come into this place and say, “We’re going to build this big thing here and this 
big thing there”, but he is forgetting about the little people. I think it is a cruel and heartless government, given 
all the costs that are increasing. Now we are being told that there is a recommendation for gas prices in Albany 
to increase by 46 per cent. If people come to Albany at night—I know it is not the greatest metropolis at night—
there will be no lights on. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: You’re getting a pipeline. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Yes, a pipeline. That is a good thing. As the member for South Perth has raised the issue of 
the pipeline, I ask: has there been any business case done on the pipeline? No. We are going to have a gas 
pipeline. Is there a demand for it in Albany? No. It is great to have a gas pipeline but it is not going to make gas 
any cheaper for the people of Albany. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: You don’t want it? 

Mr P.B. WATSON: All I am saying is that a business case should be done before the government puts 
$300 million into a project. 

Mr F.A. Alban: But you want it in your lifetime, surely! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I want a lot of things in my lifetime, but there are a lot more things I want. 

Mr F.A. Alban: Gas is too dear! Electricity is too dear! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Excuse me, if you want to speak, little Frankie, you can get up and speak. I am speaking 
about my constituents. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I am speaking about my constituents. I care about them. He does not. He is a Perth person. 
I am talking about country people. 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Albany, please sit down. When you refer to another member in the 
house, please refer to them by their constituency and not by some nickname. Member for Swan Hills, can you let 
the member for Albany continue, please? Thank you. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Noted, Mr Deputy Speaker. 

We were talking about the gas pipeline. It is not going to make gas in Albany any cheaper. I am all for it, if there 
is a business plan, and to see what will happen. When the government spends all that money and there is no 
business plan, to me it is a gimmick unless the Premier can come back and say, “We’ve been asked questions in 
Parliament about the business plan. There’s no business plan. The $300 million in funding is available only if 
private enterprise comes in.” When we were in government, we went to Alinta to see whether the pipeline was 
viable. Alinta said, “No. The government is going to have to subsidise it.” It will be a good thing, therefore, if 
the government comes up with a plan. 

I want to talk now about the remarkable sense of community in Albany. Albany has suffered a lot of events with 
all these prices going up. We have suffered over the years. We had the wool stores close, we had the whaling 
station close and we had the spinning mills close. But we always survived. The people in Albany are really 
struggling at the moment. 

Another issue is that the member for Vasse came to Albany and made a great announcement that Albany would 
get air services from Skywest for five years. I will be raising this issue later. However, I know that the whole 
community is against this announcement. The only bonus Albany people will get from it is the ability to fly to 
Perth through the member for Vasse’s electorate! That will put an extra hour onto the flight. People in Busselton 
can get to Perth in an hour and a half anyway on the freeway. But, now, people flying from Albany to Perth will 
have to stop in Busselton and have a cup of tea, as it will take two and a half hours to get to Perth. 

Mr M.P. Murray: You’ll be seeing the best part of the state! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: We fly over the best part of the state when we leave Albany! 

The issue is that when Qantas tendered for the contract, it was told that it had to also include Esperance. Flights 
from Esperance to Perth run at a loss. Albany is therefore being dictated to by the state government, which said 
that whoever takes the contract for Albany must pick up Esperance and must drop off to — 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: Ravensthorpe! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Ravensthorpe—sorry, member for Eyre. Ravensthorpe is on the Esperance route anyway. 
Albany residents, therefore, have to pick up the loss there and go to Perth through Busselton. 

Albany is a major regional city. There are huge projects coming up in Albany in the next 10 years. We will have 
the 2014 Anzac celebrations. We will have Grange Resources’ development project. Skywest provides no 
tourism opportunities on its planes. Its planes are mostly late, its schedules are all over the place and local 
businesspeople do not agree with them. There are a huge number of problems with Skywest in Albany, which I 
will be raising at a later date. 

I have to say that one thing that has not changed in Albany is the sense of community. The community 
dynamism is driven by the countless number of people, both volunteers and paid professionals, who, through 
their determination, guts and sheer hard work, are constantly making improvements to the quality of life that we 
enjoy in Albany. The recent Australia Day celebrations were an opportunity for us as a community to recognise 
and pay tribute to many of those great people who are collectively our local heroes. I am talking about people 
such as Evelyn Savage, who was awarded the over-25 Citizen of the Year award for her many years of 
dedication to the St John Ambulance Western Australia service in Albany as an ambulance officer and first-aid 
training officer. This is not the first time Evelyn has been recognised in her incredible 37 years of service to the 
St John Ambulance association. In 2003 Evelyn was awarded the St John Ambulance Meritorious Award for 
assisting in a difficult and dangerous rescue at The Gap and Natural Bridge in Albany. She has also been a 
stalwart of the Albany amalgamated bingo club for over 25 years. And in that time she has helped to raise more 
than a quarter of a million dollars for medical equipment through the club. 

The winner of the under-25 Citizen of the Year award was Lucy Sharpe, a member of the Albany Youth 
Advisory Council, who has taken on the issue of youth homelessness with a passion. Albany Girl Guides leader 
Geri Pegler accepted the Active Citizenship Award for a community group on behalf of the association in 
recognition of more than 90 years of service to our community. Also on Australia Day, one of our great 
community stalwarts, Laurie Carter, who has spent many a time in my office, was awarded the Medal of the 
Order of Australia—OAM. Laurie turned 84 years of age last Friday, but is still delivering Meals on Wheels, in 
many instances to people considerably younger than he is. Laurie co-founded Meals on Wheels in Albany in 
1965, a time when some members of this house were but a twinkle in their parents’ eyes. Laurie is one of the 
true local heroes of Albany. 
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Speaking of heroes, Jason Grocott of Albany had his courage recognised by Royal Life Saving WA with a gold 
star for bravery for saving a 62-year-old man from drowning at Middleton Beach. It is not only volunteers who 
deserve recognition, of course. Just because people are paid to do a job, it does not mean that their service to the 
community should go unrecognised. Mark Selby, a career paramedic with St John Ambulance in Albany was 
presented with a clasp of honour by Western Australian Governor Ken Michael in recognition of his 25 years of 
service to the organisation. Five long-serving police officers were recognised earlier this month when Albany 
police Superintendent Dene Leekong presented long-service clasps to Inspector Greg Crofts; Senior Constable 
Kevin Butler, an Eagles supporter; Senior Constable Paul Hancock-Coffey; Senior Constable Michael Fazio; and 
Denmark Officer in Charge Dave Dench. 

At the other end of the age spectrum, 13-year-old Asha Healy from Albany is the only Western Australian 
appointed to the prestigious Scouts National Youth Council. Asha is the youngest person selected to the 25-
member council and will serve a three-year term. I am sure that Asha’s parents, Gary and Meredith, are very 
proud of their daughter’s achievements, as they should be. Fourteen-year-old swimmer Jemma Pouwelsen will 
be the first female from Albany to compete at the national long-course swimming championships later this year. 
I have high hopes for her future in the pool. Another young sports star from Albany recognised recently is 15-
year-old Beth Wimbush, who is the only Western Australian to be named in the female team of the 
championships following her stellar performance at the Cricket Australia under-15 female national 
championships in Sydney last year. Beth is an outstanding young sportswoman and has showed great skill in 
both soccer and cricket. I am sure that Beth has a great future ahead of her in sport and she is a great ambassador 
for the young people in Albany. Yet another 15-year-old who has done Albany proud is Ketisha Gill, who won a 
bronze medal for Australia at the Oceania Taekwondo Championships in New Caledonia last year. Late last 
year, Steven Moss, a 22-year-old Albany man was nominated for the 2010 The West Australian ANZ Sports Star 
of the Year Award in recognition of his outstanding abilities in waterskiing. I would not be surprised to see 
Steven represent Australia at the highest level in the not too distant future. 

Of course, the people of Albany are known for more than just great community service and sporting prowess; we 
have some of the best and brightest in the academic and cultural spheres too. Three Albany students have joined 
the exclusive “99 Club” scoring an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank in the top one per cent of year 12 
leavers. Robert Clark and George Knowlden from Great Southern Grammar scored 99.7 and 99.5 per cent 
respectively, and Dux of St Joseph’s College, Brenton Atkinson, scored 99.45 per cent. I am sure all of them will 
excel in their future studies. Local musician Mike Hyder has been nominated in the Music Council of Australia’s 
annual music in communities awards. Mike has a long history of performing, and teaching and mentoring young 
musicians in Albany. His nomination is thoroughly deserved. 

I was honoured to be part of a very special ceremony recently that marked the 100th birthday of Kathleen Ebert. 
Kathleen is one of 15 Albany centenarians who have been honoured in the last 10 years with a tree planting 
ceremony conducted by the City of Albany. It was great to see so many of Kathleen’s family at the event in Eyre 
Park, especially her great-grandchildren Shelby, Charlie and Cyrus who helped with the tree planting. 

On a sadder note, I pay tribute to two very special people who suffered a great tragedy but who have worked 
tirelessly to ensure that no-one else suffers a similar fate in the future. In 2008, 17-year-old Kieran Watmore was 
admitted to Albany Regional Hospital suffering a bout of tonsillitis. Kieran was fit and healthy and no-one 
expected his condition to be life-threatening. Tragically, Kieran died in the early hours of the next morning 
apparently from asphyxiation that the coroner found to be linked to the administration of painkillers. Kieran’s 
parents Jim and Helen were understandably devastated and shocked by Kieran’s death. They spent countless 
hours trying to not only come to terms with their son’s death, but also uncover why a seemingly minor medical 
condition could have such a tragic outcome. Jim and Helen spent many months pursuing answers from the WA 
Country Health Service. Although I gave them as much assistance as I could, it is to Jim and Helen’s great credit 
that they fought and fought and fought to get the answers to why Kieran died. Many people would have been 
discouraged by the enormity of taking on a huge bureaucracy like the Western Australian health department, but 
Jim and Helen pursued the case doggedly until they finally got their answers.  

Tragically, Kieran’s death was entirely avoidable and was shown by the coroner to be most likely due to 
systemic deficiencies in policies and procedures relating to the monitoring of oxygen saturation levels, analgesic 
administration and communication with on-call doctors. Following the inquest into Kieran’s death, the coroner 
made a number of recommendations to improve and standardise various policies and procedures—something 
that will help to prevent similar tragedies in the future. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I am sure that the coroner’s investigation was greatly assisted by Jim and Helen’s 
persistence and determination in getting to the bottom of what happened to Kieran. It is to their credit that they 
never took their eyes off the ball in their long fight for answers. As Jim said to me many times, nothing he could 
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do would bring his lovely boy back, but he felt that it was his duty to try to spare any other parents from going 
through the heartbreak that he and Helen had.  

Some of the people and organisations that Jim and Helen continually wrote to through this long process were the 
director of health and disability services; the Deputy Premier, the Minister for Health; the manager for health and 
performance conduct; the Australian health commission; the case manager of the medical board WA; the director 
of the Office of Health Review; the acting director of professional government for nurses and midwives; the 
CEO and registrar of the medical board of WA and the State Coroner. People who are in difficulties such as this 
should not have to go through all these things; these things should be done for them. We hear all the time about 
the insensitivity of the health department. I do not blame the government for this; I blame the health department, 
which is so insensitive. I know that the Minister for Health stood and apologised, but nothing we can do can 
bring a child back. All the parents want is answers, and when people have to go through what Jim and Helen had 
to go through, reliving it all the time, it is an absolute shame. I just hope that some of those bureaucrats who have 
had these people into their offices and had to explain what they should have done in the first place will listen to 
what these people did. I have only admiration for Kieran’s parents. 

With the new parliamentary year underway, we find ourselves just over halfway through the first term of the 
Liberal–National government in Albany. In December last year Hon John Day, Minister for Culture and the Arts, 
officially opened the magnificent Princess Royal Theatre in Albany, more commonly known as the Albany 
entertainment centre. As members on both sides of the house know, this was a Gallop and Carpenter Labor 
government project that has been warmly embraced by the people of Albany. I personally thank Andrew 
Hammond, the previous CEO of the City of Albany, and Bruce Manning from the Great Southern Development 
Commission. From the speeches made on the day, people would have thought it was Hon John Day and the 
Mayor of Albany’s project, both of whom had nothing to do with it. I remember the Mayor of Albany when he 
was only a councillor bringing people into my office to complain about it, yet he has the gall to get up in the 
opening ceremony and take credit for it. It was very interesting. He tried to rewrite history, but this history will 
be in Hansard forever. The Mayor of the City of Albany, Milton Evans, did nothing towards the entertainment 
centre; he was more or less a person who was trouble enough at the start. However, I must congratulate the 
people who did the opening ceremony. It was all local people in the opening ceremony and I know that the 
minister was very impressed by the performance. I know that a lot of people from overseas were there too, and it 
was tremendous. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I know; I was in charge of the invitations. 

I congratulate the government on starting the new hospital in Albany. I think it is tremendous. I do not care who 
is in Parliament, government or whatever, it is just great to see the work starting on the new hospital. It is 
something that we desperately need in Albany, and I am glad to see it happening. The government has done, or 
not done, a number of other things in Albany. It has abolished the Waterwise rebate scheme, which had helped to 
save water and save money for consumers. It has renewed Skywest’s monopoly, which I have already spoken 
about. It has not set any money aside for the ring-road. Then there is the gas pipeline. Who else but the Premier 
and the Minister for Regional Development would spend hundreds of millions of dollars on a gas pipeline for 
which not one customer has been identified and when no business case has been prepared? There is also the milk 
war. The Minister for Agriculture and Food will not protect dairy farmers from this gross market distortion, just 
like he will not protect organic and non-GM farmers from the genie he let out of the bottle. Is he the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food or is he content to be the minister for multinational big business?  

It is important that flashing school speed zones be established. A young child escaped from the kindergarten at 
Albany Primary School yesterday and ran out on the road. Thank goodness no cars were passing at the time. 
Flashing school speed zones are really needed in an area like Middleton Beach Road, which has a tremendous 
amount of traffic. Albany Highway and Chester Pass Road also need flashing school speed zones.  

Another issue concerning non-accountability involves the City of Albany. I have a lot of issues with the City of 
Albany. Before Christmas I spoke to the Premier about this, and he brought in Minister Castrilli. The Premier 
promised me that he would come back with an answer to my issues in two weeks. He did not get back to me so I 
sent him a letter. I did not get a reply to my letter, so I went to the local media. He would not talk to them, so I 
sent him another letter. He just does not care about us. I would understand if he said that he could not do 
anything, but he said that he would sit down with the minister and come up with an answer. The City of Albany 
has a new chief executive officer, Faileen James. I met her the other day and I am really impressed with her. I 
told her all the things I was concerned about and she said that she would look into them. The culture at the City 
of Albany is poisonous. Nobody has any confidence. All the good staff are leaving. This is the fourth CEO the 
city has had in probably five years. We had an interim CEO, John Bonker, who was brought in to look at things, 
but all he wanted to do was to keep a steady ship. I am very confident about Faileen James. She has come from 
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the health department in Queensland. She is a very bright lady and one who listens. It is a shame that the 
Minister for Local Government and the Premier did not listen earlier.  

I congratulate Grange Resources Ltd. I had the opportunity to look at its facility—a magnetite mine—in 
Tasmania. The company pipes everything in slush. It also has a mine at Wellstead, which I have also looked at. 
The Grange Resources mine near Albany will only be a bonus for our region. There are some issues with the 
dredging of the port that still need to be looked at. There is an issue with taking the water a bit further out, 
because some of the local fishermen and people who have been in the area for a long time have said that there 
could be a problem with it coming back to the beach. I am sure that is something we can work out. This 
development will create more than 600 jobs in Albany. This is another thing that relates to the decision on 
Skywest. None of this was taken into account. When the mine first starts, it will employ fly-in workers, because 
specialists will come from over east and overseas, but once that stage finishes there will be 600 jobs for local 
people. One issue is that there is not enough housing in Albany. I will be talking to the Minister for Housing 
about this to make sure that we have plenty of housing.  

There has been plenty of development but there have been huge issues with the City of Albany. I am sure that 
those issues will be sorted out under the new CEO. Albany is trying to go ahead but it has been held back by the 
City of Albany and some of its practices. We have a very good chamber of commerce and the Great Southern 
Development Commission is very good. Royalties for regions has been good, but it should be spread a bit further 
than just over National Party areas. The concept of royalties for regions is very good. I am sure that when we go 
to the next election, we will have a policy that includes all people in the regions. That is very important.  

I turn now to the Esplanade Hotel site. Albany has the most expensive sandpit in Australia. I am sure that if we 
went to a tourist area in Singapore and knocked down a hotel and left it like that for three years, we would be put 
in jail. Under the laws in Australia, a company can come in and knock down a building like this. The company 
that owns the site is now trying to sell it. I went to a meeting with The Middleton Beach Group the other night. 
The guy who is selling the site, John Garland, was there. At the moment, the site is supposed to be developed at 
70 per cent tourism uses and 30 per cent residential. Now, the company wants it to be 30 per cent tourism and 
70 per cent other development. This is what I think the company has been waiting for the whole time. A 
company does not come in and buy something for $12 million and then just leave it as a sandpit. I am very 
disappointed. As I said, if we went to Singapore or Malaysia and did the same thing, we would have ankle straps 
put on us.  

The upgrade of Centennial Oval was promised during the last election campaign. The Minister for Sport and 
Recreation has been working very hard on that, but I do not think the City of Albany has helped him too much.  

Mr T.K. Waldron: We transferred the money to do the new multipurpose courts. We used some of that money 
at the city’s request.  

Mr P.B. WATSON: I must congratulate the minister, as it was good to see a tall person such as him opening the 
basketball courts. It was great that he could come down. All reports I have got are that it is tremendous. I was at 
the opening with the minister. I am like him—I think that sport and recreation is great in our community. People 
talk about childhood obesity and things like that. We need to get kids out playing sport. We have a tremendous 
facility in Albany. I thank the minister for coming down and opening it.  

Mental health is a huge issue. It is affecting our young Nyoongah boys. We have had problems with young 
Nyoongah boys committing assaults and things like that. I had a meeting with the parents and some of the elders. 
They are concerned because there are about nine or 10 young Nyoongah boys in Albany who have mental health 
problems from sniffing glue and using drugs and alcohol. It is a real problem because they are not being 
diagnosed. We have the Great Southern Aboriginal Health Service, but I do not think it is doing its job. I have 
been speaking to the minister about that. It is a huge issue. These young kids have no jobs. John Watson, an 80-
year-old guy, was out the front of his house one day unloading his pot plants when this guy just put the boots 
into him. Everyone said that this guy is really bad. He is now in a mental health institution in Perth. Do we say 
that this person is a really bad person or do we say that the government has let him down because he has got to 
the stage at which he cannot control himself? Mental health is a huge issue but especially so in regional areas, 
because people in regional areas do not have the facilities that people have in Perth.  

I also congratulate the Great Southern Regional Football Development Squad, which is run by Darrell Panizza, 
the football operations manager. Everyone will know that Darrell was a great footballer in his time. We also 
have a Great Southern Youth Girls Squad coached by the Minister for Sport and Recreation’s daughter. The 
minister is not here so I cannot get her first name. They went to Perth and played in the WA Youth Girls talent 
carnival and won D grade in their first year of competing. It is great to see young girls playing sport. I am the 
patron of the Sharks Football Club, which will play its first senior game this year. Alan Smallwood and all his 
group are doing a tremendous job in getting this team up. They were hoping to have a team in A grade last year 
but it got a little late; they could not get a coach until the last minute.  
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All in all, Albany is still fighting on. Things are still very tough in Albany. This is not helped by the increases in 
water rates and land rates. Land rates have gone up 9.5 per cent over the past three years and there has been 
nothing to show for it. I am disappointed with the government. It is a cold and heartless government. It takes 
money away from the people who really need it but does not take it away from the big mining companies and big 
businesses. The government should make it a lot easier for the normal person in the street. 

MS A.S. CARLES (Fremantle) [12.20 pm]: I welcome the opportunity to take part in this debate and to 
respond to the Premier’s Statement. On Tuesday, when the Premier made his statement, the Premier spoke a lot 
about our economy. Although it is easy to be seduced by the political allure of billion-dollar resource deals, there 
is a price to pay, socially and environmentally, in the pursuit of an ever-expanding economy. It can be 
immensely difficult to govern in an ecologically sustainable manner when our economic growth is beholden to 
industries that have a high degree of environmental impact, such as mining.  

The Premier spoke about the benefits of the proposed onshore gas processing precinct at James Price Point. I 
believe that the environmental and social impacts of this proposal warrant significantly greater attention in this 
place. Although much is said about the golden economic opportunity that this gas hub will provide, scant 
attention has been paid to the dark side of this proposal. I wonder whether members are aware that the gas hub, if 
completed, will be the single highest point source of toxic air pollution in the entire country—not just the 
Kimberley, not just Western Australia, but throughout Australia. That is quite a legacy that we will be leaving 
for generations to come. When the projected emissions of benzene, which is a class A carcinogen, and volatile 
organic compounds, are compared with all the other compounds listed in the national pollution inventory of the 
federal government, it is clear that the gas hub will outstrip any other emitter of air toxics in this country. To put 
this in perspective, the amount of cancer-causing benzene emitted will be up to 40 times the amount released 
from the entire Kwinana industrial strip. The total amount of toluene, xylene and ethyl benzene—all dangerous 
pollutants—released will be up to five times the amount released from the entire Kwinana industrial strip. These 
estimates are based on calculations from environmental consultant David Munut, a scientist who has worked as a 
senior chemist in Western Australia. 

But the environmental problems do not stop there. According to the Conservation Council of Western Australia, 
this project will increase Western Australia’s total annual greenhouse gas emissions by 50 per cent, with the 
release of up to 39 million tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions into our atmosphere once in full production. The 
Conservation Council of Western Australia also cites the 2 700 shipping tanker movements a year and the impact 
this will have on humpback whales with young calves. We also need to consider the dredging works that will be 
needed to create this huge facility. Coral reefs will be blasted, and seagrass will be lost, destroying dugong 
habitat. We also need to consider the water needed for this plant, and what the impact will be on the groundwater 
of the aquifers of the Dampier Peninsula.  

I visited Broome several months ago so that I could hear first hand, from the people who live there, how they 
feel about the gas hub. The Shire of Broome told me that it generally supports the gas hub; it can appreciate the 
economic benefits. However, many residents of Broome do not support it. They fear the environmental and 
social consequences for their town. They do not want Broome to be turned into another Port Hedland. They fear 
the cycle of boom and bust. 

Last year, the government started the process of compulsory acquisition to remove any native title interests that 
may exist at James Price Point. This was an extraordinary tactic for the government to use to get its way. After 
all, Aboriginal people have waited for nearly 200 years after European settlement, after the 10-year Eddie Mabo 
case, to have their native title rights recognised by our legal system. These hard-won native title rights recognise 
the unique spiritual traditional link that Aboriginal people have to their country. This government’s cavalier 
attempt to remove those rights shows a lack of respect for Aboriginal people. I support the call of the Kimberley 
Land Council for this draconian process to be abandoned immediately, as it is an insult to Aboriginal people. I 
spoke to members of the KLC when I was in Broome, and they took me to tour the James Price Point site. I 
support, of course, their right to negotiate as traditional owners. Some of the traditional owners told me that it 
was with very heavy hearts that they have agreed to negotiate. They do so because they want the financial 
benefits for their people. It is very sad that they feel compelled to give up their country in return for a promise of 
prosperity that non-Indigenous people take for granted. I certainly understand their dilemma and support their 
call for an equal seat at the negotiating table, without the threat of compulsory acquisition hanging over them. 

However, in this debate we need to be mindful that there are other Aboriginal people in the Kimberley who do 
not support the KLC line, and their views are valid, too. Some are scared to speak out for fear of retribution. 
There is no one-size-fits all to this. I am concerned that the gas proposal is tearing Aboriginal families apart. The 
tight deadlines, and the winner-takes-all mentality, is creating divisions and perceptions of winners and losers.  

Joseph Roe, the Goolarabooloo law boss, has been referred to by the Premier this week as a “spoiler” element for 
not supporting the gas hub. The “spoiler” tag shows a lack of understanding about the Aboriginal meaning of 
“country”. I know it is hard for us to understand that for some Indigenous people, property is not for sale. That is 
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because we live in a consumer culture in which everything is for sale if the price is right. For Mr Roe, the 
Kimberley has no price tag. His country has no price. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

Ms A.S. CARLES: Despite the urban myths that are spread about Mr Roe—I have heard many of them, 
Premier—he is not a one-man band, and he has hundreds of people supporting him in the Kimberley. I met with 
Mr Roe, and during my extensive conversation with him he told me about his traditional link to the land. He told 
me about how he was the youngest male to have gone through the traditional law, and he was the only male to 
have gone through the traditional law twice—through the law of both the northern and the southern divisions. 
This marks him as a special law boss in the Kimberley. We should remember that Mr Roe made the original 
Goolarabooloo native title application in 1994, and that the Jabirr Jabirr people joined his claim in 1995 through 
the Kimberley Land Council. Back then, the two groups agreed to work cooperatively to have all native title 
right recognised. Of course the relationship has now since soured, with a difference of opinion over the gas hub.  

The latest federal court decision handed down this week found that the claim group meeting of 3 August 2010, 
which removed Mr Roe as applicant, was held lawfully. It is important to note that the court did not make a 
determination on native title. It did not remove Mr Roe’s native title rights. The judge spoke about Mr Roe and 
said that he remains a member of the native title claim group and as such has a voice in its affairs. Mr Roe said to 
me when I went to Broome, when he was talking about his stand for his country, “It’s a big responsibility, a 
very, very big responsibility. I’m not doing it because I hate development. I’m doing it because I want to save 
my culture, my law; that’s the only thing we’ve got that belongs to us. That’s the thing I want to keep.” This 
morning I spoke to Mr Roe on the phone about the federal court decision, and this is what he said to me, “They 
can beat me on a piece of paper, but they will never stop me fighting for my country, my law and my culture.” 

Another Aboriginal man I spoke to when I was in Broome is Neil McKenzie. He is a Jabirr Jabirr traditional 
owner who has split from the KLC over the gas hub proposal. The gas hub has split his family, with his father 
staying with the KLC. It is a very sad story. Neil McKenzie told me that the gas hub is too painful for them to 
talk about. They do not talk gas in their family. Like Joseph Roe, Neil McKenzie spoke of his connection to 
country, saying it was not for sale.  

I share these stories today without passing judgement and without taking sides, but in the hope that members of 
Parliament will get an understanding of what is at stake here for Aboriginal people. Compulsory acquisition rubs 
salt in the wound. What is required is respectful negotiation and discussion, and it cannot be rushed. 

Another aspect of the Western Australian environment that requires urgent attention is our native forests. We 
continue to plunder this precious asset by allowing unsustainable logging, to prop up an industry that is clearly 
failing. The state government has failed to recognise the value of our forests in the face of climate change, and 
their ability to sequester carbon. To the forestry minister, and, indeed, to all members, I recommend they read the 
2008 Australian National University report “Green Carbon: The Role of Natural Forests in Carbon Storage” to 
understand the unique role that our native forests play in storing carbon. Until we understand this link, we will 
continue to undervalue our precious forests. 

I turn now to my electorate of Fremantle. I have raised the issue of the export of lead carbonate through the port 
of Fremantle in this place before, and I will continue to do so until the government bans these shipments through 
Fremantle permanently. Magellan Metals is a company that has betrayed the trust of Western Australians. It is 
well known that it contaminated the town of Esperance with toxic lead carbonate due to its poor management 
and control of this poisonous product. We know that more than 9 000 birds fell from the sky, soil and water was 
contaminated, and children now have to live with the legacy of elevated lead levels. Banned from operating from 
Esperance, Magellan amazingly managed to convince the government to allow it to export lead through 
Fremantle. The tired old rhetoric of world’s best practice has now been demonstrated to have failed in Fremantle. 
No amount of spin can salvage the fact that Magellan’s powdered lead carbonate cannot be contained under the 
current shipping arrangements. This has been confirmed by the Department of Environment and Conservation in 
its technical report of 18 January 2011. Members may recall that the former Minister for Environment, Hon 
Donna Faragher, assured the people of Fremantle that the shipments of lead carbonate would be contained in 
double-lined bulka bags, which would be locked in shipping containers to prevent any release. Indeed, on 
13 August 2009, she said that all transport of lead concentrate would cease should Magellan’s lead be detected. 

On 15 December 2010, this supposedly strict regime began to unravel when a representative of Magellan Metals 
walked into the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority and presented a page of monitoring data. At 
face value, the data indicated that Magellan’s monitoring of the air inside the shipping containers revealed a 
number of breaches of the allowable lead levels that may have occurred for many months since the shipments 
commenced in September 2009. On 11 January 2011, Magellan Metals held a media conference and claimed that 
it had all been a big mistake and that the National Association of Testing Authorities accredited laboratory had 
made numerous errors in its air sampling analysis. Magellan also stated emphatically that the Department of 
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Environment and Conservation testing revealed that no lead carbonate had been detected outside its shipping 
containers at Fremantle port. On the very same day, the Minister for Environment, Hon Bill Marmion, released a 
statement confirming that lead carbonate from Magellan had indeed been detected on the exterior surface of the 
shipping containers at Fremantle port, and this was confirmed by isotopic analysis. Whatever credibility 
Magellan may have had in the eyes of the government should have evaporated at that point. It misled the media, 
the residents of Fremantle and the citizens of Western Australia, and it should stand condemned. 

For those members of this place who have not read the DEC report, I will briefly summarise the findings. The 
DEC tested the internal and external surfaces of the shipping containers, including the wooden floor and the 
surface of the bulka bags. Lead carbonate from Magellan was detected on all surfaces tested. The air vents of 
some of the containers were also tested for lead carbonate, and isotopic testing confirmed that Magellan’s lead 
was detected in the vents, an obvious escape route for contamination. This raises the obvious question that has 
not been answered: if lead carbonate could still be detected on the exterior of containers in Fremantle after a 
1 000 kilometre journey from Wiluna, how much lead carbonate blew off the containers along the way through 
the 22 suburbs of Perth? The DEC report also revealed that lead carbonate from Magellan Metals was confirmed 
as having been detected at Fremantle port on the hardstand surfaces, in soil near the containers and even in the 
puddles of rainwater on the ground. 

Many other breaches have come to light since the exports through Fremantle commenced in September 2009. 
These include the failure to ensure that the air monitors inside the containers actually work; the failure to report 
breaches of airborne lead limits in the containers for up to 18 months; deliberately trying to disguise from 
inspectors overloaded bulka bags, which sharply increased the risk of bag rupture; contaminating bulka bags by 
storing them in the pure lead carbonate stockpile at Wiluna; failing to prevent bags with visible lead dust on their 
surfaces from leaving the mine site; failing to report the container air testing results to the government for a 
period of more than 15 months; the failure to implement a container wash-down facility at the mine site that 
could remove lead from container surfaces; and, finally, failing to prevent lead carbonate from contaminating the 
Fremantle port storage site. 

After all this, we are now at the crossroads, and it is time for this government to decide what to do. The lead 
shipments have been halted temporarily, and I congratulate the Minister for Environment for taking that strong 
line. But I know that the government is under immense pressure from Magellan and mining lobbyists to lift the 
ban and resume exports. I call on this government to stand its ground, take a hard line on this and not cave in to 
the vested interests of Magellan. My constituents do not want to be part of this lead carbonate experiment any 
longer. We want a permanent ban on the export of powdered lead carbonate through Fremantle, and we want this 
put in place now. There are of course alternatives. The lead can be safely exported in lead blocks, as was in the 
original approval given in 2004, thereby value-adding to the product. 

I look forward to working with the government this year on getting a wind farm at the port in Fremantle. The 
Fremantle port could become the first Australian port to be powered solely by renewable energy, thereby 
becoming a green port. Preliminary discussions have been held with all the stakeholders and there is 
overwhelming support for this. We need to invest in renewable energy now; there is plenty of it and that is where 
public funds should be directed. As community leaders, it is our role and responsibility to make this happen and 
to face our responsibilities as the threat of climate change looms large. 

The time is ripe for a renaissance for Fremantle. Later this year, only one week after the Council of Australian 
Governments meeting, Fremantle will host the ISAF World Sailing Championships, which we understand will 
be bigger than the America’s Cup. More than 1 400 sailors from 80 nations, as well as thousands of spectators, 
are expected to visit Western Australia, and Fremantle in particular, for this two-week regatta. This is 
Fremantle’s opportunity to showcase itself to the world, but Fremantle needs a boost. Cuts to the arts community 
have led to the loss of the Fremantle History Museum, the Fremantle Light and Sound Discovery Centre and the 
World of Energy museum. Port cities such as Liverpool have paved their way to success and revitalisation 
through a heavy emphasis on the arts and culture and, in particular, on museums. Our local Fremantle theatre 
companies struggle to find a secure base to rehearse, and performance space is tight—I have raised this issue in 
the house previously—despite the ever-increasing potential audiences from domestic and overseas tourists. I call 
on the state government to address this inequity and to restore funding for the arts sector in Fremantle. 

I fear that our health services in Fremantle are also deteriorating. The Hospital General Practice Fremantle, 
which is one of the only bulk-billing practices left in the state, is under threat of closure. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms A.S. CARLES: I have sought an injection of funds from the Minister for Health to keep this much-used 
practice open. Allowing it to close does not make sense, as patients from the emergency department are referred 
there; hence reducing pressure on the emergency department at Fremantle Hospital. I fear that when Fiona 
Stanley Hospital opens in 2014, my constituents will be placed at risk if we lose the emergency department at 
Fremantle Hospital, as is currently planned. This decision would mean that if someone had a heart attack in 



670 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 17 February 2011] 

 

Fremantle, they may die because of the time taken to get to Fiona Stanley Hospital. I urge the government to 
rethink its policy on the Fremantle emergency department. 

Traffic congestion and pollution in Fremantle are increasing, as more trucks laden with containers from the port 
fill our roads. I call on the state government to move quickly to get the High Street upgrade underway. The 
Fremantle traffic bridge is unsafe and needs urgent repair or replacement very soon before an accident takes 
place. Fremantle would be an ideal urban location to demonstrate the effectiveness and efficiency of a pilot light 
rail network, with a willing community and supportive local government. I have developed a light rail plan for 
Fremantle, and I look forward to working with the state government on this. 

Fremantle could be an ecologically sustainable city powered by renewable energy and a hub for cultural activity, 
acting as a magnet for tourism and history lovers and providing a showcase for urban renewal. I ask members to 
share my vision for a renaissance for Fremantle. 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie–Preston) [12.38 pm]: In my contribution to the Premier’s Statement, I will follow 
on from the condolence motion about the natural disasters that have happened around Australia. I will focus 
particularly on Carnarvon, which also has been declared a natural disaster area. Although the government was 
very quick to promise money and say that it will assist those people, that assistance has been slow in the making. 
It took four weeks for these people to have their properties surveyed to see how much sand and topsoil need to 
be replaced in the area. There have been many arguments about the costings of that process. Along the way, 
there have been some individual personality problems. This is happening because the Minister for Agriculture 
and Food made one brief visit. He was up there very quickly; it was before the water went down. Since then, it 
has been left to the departments, which are making their own rules about the direction that this should take. Less 
than an hour ago, I received phone calls from Carnarvon to say that the topsoil program, although it is moving, is 
not satisfactory. Some of the topsoil that growers are getting costs $5 a cubic metre delivered to their properties, 
when the real cost they have to pay is $8. Where is the help that has been promised by the government on this 
issue? It is not appearing. If it is a natural disaster, or a national disaster, why is the minister not up there on a 
more frequent basis? It is disgraceful that these people have been left on their own, and some public servants are 
making their own decisions based on personalities.  

I give an example that I was briefed on the other day. A manager from the department of ag, a Mr Mark Lewis, 
actually offered to take one of the growers outside because he did not agree with what he was saying. The 
grower told me that, yes, he did raise his voice, but he did not think he should have been offered to go outside. 
When the grower said, “I will go with you, and by the time I’m finished with you will know where you’ve 
been”, he then made the threat of a restraining order. That is not how to do business with people who are under 
stress. Maybe we need some other people up there to give these people help and direction about the paperwork 
and the direction they should take. It should not be coming down to this sort of very low level, individual 
personality–type problem. I understand that Mr Mark Lewis see himself as a Liberal candidate—a Liberal-in-
waiting—to go into Parliament. That makes it very difficult for other people who go up there in dealing with him 
without making a political point. It seems that is the way he is trying to do it. The word up there is that he is 
trying to make it work so that he looks good. That is not what it is about.  

I tell members what should be happening here: the minister should be up there right now. They have had more 
storms and the cyclone that is coming down is heading for Carnarvon again. The latest flood level out the back 
of Carnarvon in the catchment area is 6.2 metres. The flood that we have just had was 7.1 metres. We could have 
the same problem again. Hopefully, we will not, as these people are just starting to get on their feet, but another 
storm is coming. 

We need the minister to go up there. The Premier was up there very quickly, and he should go up again and 
listen to the concerns people have at the moment. People are still living away from their homesteads because the 
money has not come through or the assessments have not been done. I ask the Premier to go up there, because 
we could be having the same disaster again this week. We need to follow on from what the Premier promised 
when he was up there because the minister is not capable of doing it. He has wiped his hands of it. I tried to 
speak with him personally, and he turned his back on me in this house and said, “It’s a personality problem.” It is 
bigger than that. I talked to the groups this morning. The chair of the independent group, who was very fair to 
both sides, said, “We need some help. We are thinking about coming to Perth. Do you think you can organise a 
meeting for us?” That should not be the case. It is a trip of only a couple of hours on a plane to get up there. 
Have a look and really get the grassroots back on the ground and get these people up and running again. 

Think about what happened in the last couple of weeks. The first shoots of the growers’ plants came up again, 
but then the locusts moved in. What help on the locust plague did growers get from the department? They got 
brochures! I am not quite sure whether the farmers were supposed to feed the brochures to the locusts or they 
were supposed to read them. But what a help that is! I heard a radio interview and I felt sorry for the 
departmental person who was on. This lady kept saying, “I can’t answer that; I can’t answer that.” It was on the 
Country Hour radio program. It was terrible to hear a person put in that position saying, “No, the only thing we 
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can do is to tell you how to bang them on the head or spray them and what sprays to use without poisoning the 
rest of the world.” That is where the problem is at in Carnarvon.  

I am really requesting that the Premier or the minister—I do not care who—go up there and get something going, 
because the current situation is starting to pit grower against grower, and grower against the department. We 
need a think tank up there to get it smoothed out. It is good to see the Premier in the chamber. It is a shame the 
Minister for Agriculture and Food is not here as well. That is one of the first things I ask, because it is a national 
disaster area; it needs to be addressed. 

I move on and give the minister another spray about genetically modified crop contamination. What a disaster 
that has been! It has been an absolute state disaster. It is now going across the borders. As a result of drought, 
some sheep have been transported across the state borders, and there are concerns in South Australia that some 
sheep have stubble and seed in their wool and will drop GM seed in South Australia, which has declared itself 
GM-free and has the market at its mercy. That is another problem arising in those places because protocols have 
not been followed, enforced and put in place properly. To hear the minister say, “It’s not really my problem 
now”, he suggests that it is up to individuals to talk to each other. He would rather that people do not go through 
the court system with these disputes, but what is left when there is nowhere to go? I went out and had a look at 
Steve Marsh’s organic farm down south and talked about the problem that happened there. There was no intent 
as such from his neighbour, but the contamination is happening and it is ruining Steve Marsh’s style of life. The 
Minister for Agriculture and Food has always said that each farmer should be allowed to grow what they wish. 
That is fine, but the argument is: keep it on your side of the fence. We have had hours of debate in this place on 
this matter. We have had disallowance motions in the upper house as well as the lower house, and we did not get 
it right because the minister would not listen. Many areas need attention. Due to time, I will move on, but we 
will certainly be raising that GM issue further down the road. 

It always disappoints me to read such stories in the press and to be rung up and asked: What is going on with 
country hospitals? Why did an 84-year-old lady have to wait eight and a half hours at Bunbury to be treated? The 
daughter and son-in-law of this lady rang me in Collie and asked, “How can we do this?” To be quite honest, it 
would have been quicker if they had driven from Bunbury to Collie and went to the outpatient service there. This 
is happening on an ongoing basis. What happened to the two-hour rule? What happened to the three-hour rule? 
We know what happened: they were unachievable because the minister is not doing his job. As a government, it 
has let us down. It came in full of promises in this area, but it has not happened—and it has got to happen! We 
have to work harder and put more money in that area. That poor lady, at 84 years of age, getting towards the end 
of her time on this earth, had to go through hell before she was given treatment. The letter of apology she 
received was not really a letter of apology. The message was along the lines of: “You have to understand that 
from time to time you will have to wait.” I do not think that that is good enough for people of that age group. 

Another issue in my electorate has to be addressed in this Parliament. I refer to people who put in a subdivision 
and sell the blocks with an ongoing commitment that when people build houses on the blocks, they will get their 
fences and landscaping done afterwards. In two cases in the south west region, concerning around 120 houses, 
that has not materialised. People have gone through the process and built houses. People have asked for it. 
Ironbridge Holdings is one company that gave numerous promises to people—and then it stopped. The latest 
issue has been that the fencing will be done when the contractor comes back from holidays. I rang the contractor, 
and no such commitment has been given because the company has not paid the first bill from the contractor. 
Some people have had fences put in, but because the company has not paid the contractor, the contractors are 
saying that they will not do any more. It is the lowest of the low. It is my strong belief that on any sale of this 
type with the promise that something will be done upon completion, it should be bonded. There should be no 
excuses. A bonding system should be put in place so that when the blocks are sold, X amount goes into the 
bonding system. When the house has been built, people claim against the bond. People like this just cannot be 
believed. They have made their money—they send their company broke and move on. The poor people who 
have bought the houses do not get it. It is not only happening there. Due to time constraints, I will only read part 
of an email from Kristy Matthews from the Recreation Estate in Eaton — 

The residents … are also facing the same problems with our fencing and landscaping. Our developer, 
Recreation Drive Pty Ltd, has not followed through the fencing and landscaping which were part of our 
sales contract when we purchased our blocks.  

We have attended a listing conference at the Bunbury Court House. Recreation Drive Pty Ltd did not 
attend and a judgement was made in our favour, with a court order issued for the funds to be paid to us. 
We have a Property (seizure & sale) Order on Recreation Drive Pty Ltd’s one remaining block in our 
estate.  

There is not enough money to go around for everyone’s fences and landscaping to be done. A block still has to 
be sold before moneys are fluid. There may be 30 other people waiting who are in the same situation. It comes 
down to who gets in first. To the Premier and the ministers concerned, we have to look at how we allow these 
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shysters-that is what they are, out-and-out shysters-to take the money and run. I wrote to Simon O’Brien, in the 
upper house, but have had no reply. That is my standard experience of writing letters to Simon. There have been 
instances involving invitations he said he did not get and then finds out he has got. It is no wonder he was moved 
from one area to another. But can we move him a bit further? I would say that the back bench is about where he 
should be! I wrote the letter in December; his action has been nil. I am now aiming at the Premier, who is the 
leader of the pack. Please put some pressure on so that those sorts of things will happen. There needs to be a 
bond applied to make it compulsory before the sale of the block can go through. X amount of money could go 
into a bonding system so that when the house is built, so are the fences and landscaping. I am sure we all 
understand its impact on young families; we have all been there. A young family trying to find $3 000 or $4 000 
because they have not come good with the fencing, or trying to keep kids in because you cannot afford the 
fencing, creates a very dangerous situation.  

Lake Kepwari is another issue. The Minister for Regional Development—“Bintang” Brendon, as I believe he is 
now known!—who is probably back, would not understand. He has been out there and made promise after 
promise but not delivered. Lake Kepwari was supposed to open in December. It is a waterski area. I have raised 
it many times. It is an ex-coalmine. It has been battened down. It is a brilliant place. It is two kilometres long and 
a kilometre wide. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Is it in Collie?  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: Yes. It is a great ski area. When we have problems with Bunbury —  

Mr C.J. Barnett: It would be a bit chilly if you fell in!  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: There are a few other things in there as well!  

It is a great area for skiing and a great tourist boost for the town. Waterskiing has been knocked off at Logue 
Brook Dam and out the back of Lake Towerinning, and also down at Bunbury. People would come to Collie and 
spend tourist dollars. It backs onto the motorsports complex; it would enhance tourism prospects in Collie. I have 
received many phone calls. It is probably fortunate there is a back road in. Some people are using it for skiing, 
which takes pressure off.  

I attended a forum in Manjimup Tuesday week ago. It was a disappointment that not one conservative politician 
turned up to discuss the future of Manjimup. Although invited, the local member never turned up. The Minister 
for Regional Development was also invited but he did not turn up. It is not in my electorate, but I want to see 
justice done to those people who have lost their jobs through the government’s withdrawal from the plantation 
system. Seventy-five jobs have been lost; 50 to 60 from Gunns. I saw it as my duty as a politician in the 
South West to go there to listen to what was being said. Having been through that, I could give some advice 
about maybe where they should go into the future to develop an economic base. Not one conservative member 
attended—it just shows the arrogance of this government and how cocky it is at this moment. But just remember 
that weeks out from the last election, the Liberal Party was not going to be elected. If that is the attitude this 
government keeps up, it could reverse itself. It might be on a ride now but it will not always be the same. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Who ran the forum?  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: It was run by the Community and Public Sector Union–Civil Service Association of WA. 
Honestly, they are not affiliated. They gave me hell at the last election over school issues; so I had no alliance 
with them to be there. I felt it was my duty. About 50 or 60 people turned up. How did the forum start off? It has 
to start from the community. If there had been some positive feedback from the Liberal–National government, it 
could have been taken forward. It was not a bashing exercise by any means; it was about a process of where do 
we start from and how do we build up?  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: It leads to the issue of super towns. How the hell can we create a super town if there is no 
economic base, or no interest in building an economic base? I think a cartoon in The West Australian did much 
justice to that; it depicted tour guides in these towns to show people what they have built and where no-one lives. 
It does not matter where we are, we need an economic base. On the outskirts of big cities in Vietnam and China 
there are overgrown villages. What happened here? Villages were built, people were brought there, but there 
were no jobs and they have gone back to the city. That is what will happen if we are not careful about this idea of 
super towns. The Minister for Regional Development insulted the people of Collie by saying, “You wouldn’t 
want to live in Collie because you can’t get a coffee in the morning!” What an insult to Collie people. It is far 
bigger than that, and there are many more reasons to live there. The minister does not understand the ground 
because he could have gone to McDonald’s to get a coffee! So, it is available. To use that as a plank to say that 
people will not live in country towns because they cannot get a coffee in the morning is an absolute insult to the 
people who live in country towns.  
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I will move onto a couple of positives. I attended another forum recently, in Harvey, on geosequestration. I was 
the only Labor Party person there; there was not even a Liberal person to talk to. The forum, held by the 
department, was very well attended and very well put. It probably should be put around a lot more so that people 
can understand what geosequestration is. The people who participated found it very good. Not all agreed with it, 
I am not saying that at all, but it was positive and on the right track. A small reminder: it started out of the Coal 
Futures Group but when the Liberal–National government came in, it took funding away. It is something I see as 
a way of the future. Testing and small modelling is being done in Otway, Victoria. If that is a way we can 
mitigate carbon going into the atmosphere, so be it. It is another way to look at it. We cannot sit back with big 
industries, particularly the coal industry, and say that it does not concern us, because it does. We must be on the 
front foot. Companies such as Alcoa and Worsley Alumina have contributed to it. I thank them for their 
contribution in those areas.  

It is with great pride that I inform members that Laurel Dhu, an officer in my electorate office, was nominated 
for Collie’s citizen of the year. Although she did not win, she certainly was a very well supported nominee. 
Laurel has done much work after hours helping Aboriginal people. She has also helped people find medals from 
their parents’ days, those sorts of things—real grassroots stuff. Laurel’s sister-in-law Linda Bebbington won 
Collie’s Australia Day person of the year. It was quite a family victory, I suppose, in many ways. Linda also very 
much deserved her accolades for the work she does with the Riding for the Disabled Association. She has a 
severely disabled son herself but she did not stop at that—she helps others. Disabled riding started in the 
backyard and now they use a very big arena, which opened last year. I think it is 60 metres by 20 metres and is 
under cover.  

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 683.] 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

SYNERGY — LICENCE BREACHES 

29. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Premier: 

I refer to the decision made by the Economic Regulation Authority to cite the state’s energy retailer Synergy 
over more than 14 serious breaches of its licence. 

(1) Will the government apologise to the 7 500 low-income families wrongly denied rebates for over a 
year? 

(2) Will the government apologise to the thousands of Western Australians with late and inaccurate bills? 

(3) Will the government review its policy of rewarding incompetent senior managers with salary increases 
and bonuses? 

(4) Will the $100 000 fine that must be paid if Synergy cannot get its house in order, despite previous 
warnings, be paid by taxpayers or from the pockets of incompetent executives or ministers? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1)–(4) I am waiting for a full report from the Minister for Energy on this matter; however, I am aware of some 
of the detail. I am absolutely concerned that the Economic Regulation Authority report will come down 
and find those breaches, and I am particularly concerned that rebates that should have been paid to 
people with a disability, including children on dialysis machines, were not received. They should have 
been. That is inexcusable and I am awaiting some advice from the Minister for Energy about that. 

Do I apologise? Yes, I do. As Premier of the state, I accept responsibility in that position and I think it 
absolutely indefensible that people who are in need of and entitled to rebates did not receive them. 
However, before I make any further comment, I will wait for the report from the Minister for Energy. 

SYNERGY — LICENCE BREACHES 

30. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. 

Does the Premier agree that these mistakes and this incompetence only compounds the impact of his 46 per cent 
increase in electricity prices on some of the most disadvantaged and at-risk people in our community? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

No, and that is a cute way to try to draw a link to something that does not exist. However, as I said, I have 
serious concerns about the way in which this particular utility has operated. 
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POLICE — MEMBER FOR MINDARIE’S COMMENTS 

31. Mr J.M. FRANCIS to the Minister for Police: 

Earlier today the member for Mindarie accused some of our most senior police officers of outrageous actions and 
stated that the Western Australian police force has the worst reputation in Australia. Will the minister please 
inform the house of this government’s continued support for Western Australia’s hardworking police service? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I have to say that today I witnessed probably the most outrageous speech that I have ever heard made by any 
member of this Parliament—a speech slanging and defaming police officers in WA. That is what the member for 
Mindarie did today. I want to know whether the Leader of the Opposition agrees with the member for Mindarie’s 
comments. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: I have made my comments. Watch television tonight. You will see my public comments. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Does the Leader of the Opposition agree with the comments he made in Parliament today? 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You will see my public comments. If you pay attention, you will see them. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Okay. Does the member for Girrawheen agree with the comments about police officers 
made by the member for Mindarie today? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member for Mindarie is not here. He is probably putting on his make-up at the 
moment because he is waiting to go on Australian Story and another SBS program. That is why he came in here 
today and accused our police officers, senior police officers, of lying.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is what he did. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: What have you done about it? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will come to you. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You’re the police minister. You’re supposed to hold him accountable. What have you done? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Speaker, I would appreciate the opportunity to answer the question without the 
constant babble from members opposite. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: He will not answer my question. I want to know whether the Leader of the Opposition 
supports the comments of the member for Mindarie.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: I have made my comments. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: You have not! Not ever! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Minister, you have been in this place a long time and you know what asking questions 
across the floor does. Besides that particular matter, I suggest to all members of this place that some serious 
issues were raised earlier today, and a question has been asked in this place and I expect a response from the 
person who has been asked that question. Every other member in this place should expect that response as well. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Speaker, sometimes this place is called “cowards castle” because some members use 
this place to make comments or statements that are defamatory and that are very often untrue.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Don’t you support parliamentary privilege? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, I do. However, as I have said, if a member has the guts to say it in here, he should go 
outside the house and repeat the comments word for word. I am told that the member for Mindarie is now not 
giving interviews today. He did one earlier with Paul Murray but will not do anymore since he made those 
comments in this place. I do not blame him. However, the silence from the member for Girrawheen is 
interesting. I know that she does not agree with the member for Mindarie’s comments. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: You are answering the question. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I know that she does not agree. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am concerned, Mr Speaker, because the member for Mindarie assured you that the 
matter he was raising today was not before the courts at the moment. I do not think that that is quite correct. A 
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case relating to the very person the member for Mindarie was talking about is before the appeal court and a 
decision will be made next week. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: So you think a judge might be influenced by parliamentary debate do you? What sort of respect 
do you have for the judiciary? 

The SPEAKER: Order, Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: My respect is whether or not a member in this house misleads the Speaker and misleads 
this Parliament. It is something that I am looking into. If that is what the member for Mindarie has done, some 
actions need to be taken. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You are not looking into whether the police told the wrong story to the public. You are not 
looking into the issues surrounding the tasering of Mr Spratt. You are only looking into the opposition! 

The SPEAKER: Order! Leader of the Opposition, you will have an opportunity later in this place today to ask a 
question about this matter if you so wish to. At this point, all I prefer to hear is the response from the minister. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will conclude my answer to the question because I know that we need to get on. 
However, I think it important to put on the record that members on this side of the house are disgusted, 
absolutely disgusted, with the outrageous and defamatory comments made by the member for Mindarie in 
relation to our 5 800 police officers, who I know will take offence at and whose families I know will take 
offence at and may well reflect that in the member’s electorate. If the view that the member for Mindarie has put 
forward today is the view of the Labor Party, we will make sure that people in Labor electorates know that. I 
think they will be infuriated. 

KIMBERLEY MARINE PARKS 

32. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Environment: 

(1) Is the minister aware that the government’s announcement in October last year about the Kimberley 
marine parks has been condemned by the Conservation Council, Environs Kimberley, and the World 
Wildlife Fund (Australia) with the suggestion being made that the model is better described as a plan 
for fishing and drilling parks? 

(2) What in fact are the multiple values that the government is aiming to manage in relation to the proposed 
Camden Sound Marine Park? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

(1)–(2) I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. I will start by making the obvious statement that 
this government is proposing the establishment of four marine parks in an area of Western Australia 
that is considered by many to be one of the most pristine areas of the state. This will be recognised in 
history as one of this government’s finest achievements. The four proposed marine parks are Eighty 
Mile Beach marine park, Roebuck Bay marine park, Camden Sound marine park and West Kimberley 
marine park. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Isn’t the point the management regimes in the marine parks? 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr W.R. MARMION: These marine parks will have sanctuary areas to ensure that they remain pristine in 
perpetuity. There will be controls around fishing and there will be small areas in which people can recreate. We 
have already put out an indicative management plan for the Camden Sound marine park. My agencies are 
working with me and I am working with the other decision maker, the Minister for Fisheries. The indicative 
management plan was released for public comment and the time for public comment closed in the last month. A 
number of submissions were made and will be assessed. I am confident that by the end of this year perhaps two 
or three marine parks will have been assessed and will be operational. This will be an outstanding achievement 
for Western Australia. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: What are the values that you want to protect? 

Mr W.R. MARMION: We will protect all the maritime marine values in the sanctuaries. People will not be able 
to fish in those particular sanctuaries. As someone who has lived in the Kimberley for three years — 

Mr M.J. Cowper: In Derby. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I lived in Derby, which is in the West Kimberley. That area is pristine. I visited West 
Kimberley recently and flew over the proposed Camden Sound marine park. I saw some areas that I had not seen 
before that are just outstanding. I have to say that I was stunned at just how magnificent the scenery was. The 
four proposed marine parks were initiated by the Premier of Western Australia and I acknowledge that the 
previous Minister for Environment was very supportive of them. These four marine parks in the Kimberley will 
go down as a legacy of this government. 
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KIMBERLEY MARINE PARKS 

33. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Environment: 

As a supplementary question, will the minister improve these plans for marine parks in the Kimberley by giving 
those marine parks sanctuary zones to the same extent as Labor had put into the Ningaloo Marine Park; and, if 
not, why not? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

These four marine parks will be assessed on a scientific basis and the pristine values will be set aside as 
sanctuary zones. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kingsley. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Take a seat, member for Kingsley. I instruct the Leader of the Opposition, the Premier and the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition that I have given the call to the member for Kingsley. 

BASEBALL — GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 

34. Ms A.R. MITCHELL to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 

Before I ask the minister my question, I offer him my best wishes on his birthday today. 

I congratulate Perth Heat’s success on the weekend after beating Adelaide Bite 7–1 in the deciding third game of 
the Australian Baseball League championships. Can the minister outline to the house what support the Liberal–
National government will provide for sporting codes such as baseball and the other diamond-based sports? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

I thank the member for her question and her ongoing support for sport, which is very strong. I thank her also for 
her birthday wishes. One of the members of Perth Heat, Mitch Graham, is also sharing a birthday, as is the 
member for Jandakot’s wife, so it is a very important day! 

This is a fantastic occasion for Western Australia. 

Mr J.M. Francis: Happy birthday, Vicki! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Can I have a bit of quiet, because this is an important occasion for Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Members of Perth Heat are in the public gallery today. They have just done their state 
proud. If members opposite just listened for a minute, they might appreciate it. WA is very familiar with its two 
Australian Football League teams and the Western Warriors and the Western Force. What goes largely unnoticed 
is the great and tireless work undertaken by many Western Australians across a range of sports. They are 
working hard to grow other sporting codes, and baseball is one of them. Like many members, I am a keen 
supporter of sport and this year followed Perth Heat closely in the inaugural season of the Australian Baseball 
League. On behalf of everyone in this Parliament and all Western Australians, I congratulate Perth Heat on 
becoming the inaugural Australian Baseball League champions last weekend when they defeated Adelaide Bite 
by two games to one. I ask members to acknowledge the members of Perth Heat who are in the public gallery 
today. 

[Applause.] 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: All the players, coaches and everyone involved have certainly done their club, Western 
Australia, and their sport in general, proud, and I congratulate them for that. Last Saturday I was in Adelaide 
listening to the radio on my early morning walk after Adelaide Bite had won the first game of the best-of-three 
final. The Adelaide boys were happy and chirpy and talking about how they were about to create history, but our 
boys won the last two games convincingly, so now we can enjoy that success rather than the Croweaters. Well 
done! Perth Heat has been synonymous with success. They were very successful in the 1980s and 1990s, and 
more recently in the Claxton Shield. I was fortunate to be present when Perth Heat won the Claxton Shield in 
some very exciting games. We can take pride that we have tasted success in baseball. Recently Luke Hughes, a 
member of Perth Heat, made his major league debut for the Minnesota Twins, which is a fantastic effort. With 
Luke’s success, it is important to remember all the work done by those passionate people in Western Australia 
who are involved in baseball. They have built a very vibrant and successful pathway, and I congratulate them for 



 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 17 February 2011] 677 

 

that. That pathway, which starts with the Diamond Sports Academy, is now once again complete. Many Western 
Australians have the opportunity to represent Perth Heat in the Australian Baseball League and thus display their 
baseball talents in general. Through the Department of Sport and Recreation, the state government provided 
$80 000 to the Diamond Sports Academy in 2009–10. In my view, the success we are seeing shows that that was 
a good investment in the sport. Last year, Baseball WA received $70 000 in funding through our organisational 
sustainability program and another $10 000 specifically for regional development. It is important to note that 
baseball is played across Western Australia and has a very strong following in some of our regional areas. The 
government took part in the development of initiatives in the Goldfields, Pilbara and South West, and provided 
around $40 000 to support the country sport enrichment scheme. 

Last year I was also very fortunate to attend the baseball awards where I had the opportunity to talk to a lot of the 
younger players. I could sense the great excitement about the emergence of the new league. They were really 
looking forward to it. I spoke to the Perth Heat players outside the chamber today. This is a fantastic competition 
for them. Perth Heat played 40 gruelling games. Hopefully, the team will get the opportunity to travel to Korea 
in November to take part in the club championship competition, which would be a fantastic opportunity to 
experience playing in front of huge crowds. 

Before I finish, I want to highlight some of the outstanding athletes in this team. Luke Hughes is an outstanding 
member of the team. His hard work and dedication means he is poised to play an important role for the 
Minnesota Twins. There is no doubt that he is a fantastic role model to many young Western Australians, along 
with others, who I will mention briefly. They have shown what dedication and hard work can achieve, which is 
really important. Other young Western Australians who have excelled in Perth Heat and who also will be 
heading to the US in the coming weeks to continue their careers, for which I wish them all success, are Brendan 
Wise, Cameron Lamb, Allan de San Miguel, and the Kennelly brothers Tim and Matt. They will all go back to 
US professional teams. I am sure they will be on a high after winning this championship. Congratulations again. 
It is a wonderful achievement, and I hope we see future success and the continued growth of baseball in Western 
Australia. Well done.  

WATER AND ELECTRICITY TARIFFS — COST REFLECTIVITY 

35. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Treasurer: 

I note that today’s report from the Centre for Independent Studies reveals that, thanks to the previous Labor 
government’s tax reduction reforms, Western Australia continues to have the most business-friendly taxation 
regime in the country. 

(1) Why does the Treasurer not provide to households the same tax relief that it allows business to continue 
to receive? 

(2) Does the Treasurer know what further increases to household water and electricity tariffs are required to 
reach full cost reflectivity; and, if so, what are those costs? 

(3) Does the Treasurer know when cost reflectivity for household water and electricity will be reached; 
and, if so, will he advise the house accordingly? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

(1)–(3) First of all, I am absolutely delighted that the shadow Treasurer is asking questions based on CIS 
reports; I never thought I would see the day. It is a fantastic organisation. In fact, I subscribe to it, and it 
has many good things to say. It had a lot of good things to say about Western Australia, and not merely 
about the Labor Party’s time in government, because the time frame it was looking at also encompassed 
our time in government. The CIS report provided an excellent representation of the economic state of 
Western Australia, so I thank the shadow Treasurer for bringing it to the attention of the house. In 
respect of the issue of tariffs, the shadow Treasurer has asked whether I will spell out, prior to the 
budget, precisely what the tariff increases in water and electricity will be. She must know that I will not 
do that, but I will answer each of her questions in turn. That is the first question I have answered; I am 
not going to do that, and the shadow Treasurer knew that I would not.  

As to what price increases would be required to reach cost reflectivity, that is a very complicated 
question. It is complicated for the reason that one of the assumptions that is worked on in respect of the 
modelling that occurs both within and outside the Department of Treasury and Finance is that costs are 
ceteris paribus and based on the analysis of the Economic Regulation Authority and the 2009 costs—an 
analysis that excluded Synergy. Working out precisely what the costs are is very difficult and requires 
ongoing work in this budget. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: So you don’t know. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: What’s your answer? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Let me say this — 
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Mrs M.H. Roberts: Does that mean you don’t know? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: What you will find is that the electricity market in Western Australia is very complicated, 
and if the member listens, I will give her some indication of why that is the case. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: What’s the bottom line? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: The bottom line with regard to costs changes is that one of the things that the previous 
government promised was that the price of electricity was going to decrease. Of course, that now appears to be 
very, very unlikely. Costs have been contributed to by a variety of factors, but I ask the shadow Treasurer: had 
we maintained the Labor glide path—with costs increasing as they were, through a variety of mechanisms, not 
least of which is renewable energy certificates, which places a very large ongoing impost on Synergy—when 
would we have likely reached cost reflectivity? The answer, based on the best assessment that I have through the 
Department of Treasury and Finance, is never. That is why this government took the very, very difficult decision 
that it took last year. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: When will you reach it? Can you tell us? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: We are still doing that analysis. We have got as far as working out that the previous 
government would never have reached cost reflectivity. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: So you don’t know. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You do know what the total goal is? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: What is interesting about this debate is that there seems to be some level of bipartisan 
agreement that cost reflectivity in the electricity market is a desirable goal. I listened with great interest to the 
member for Balcatta last night when he spoke in response to the Premier’s Statement. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: We actually think that the costs of water and electricity should be frozen. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: He made some very interesting points, but one point that needs to be acknowledged — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Enough is enough. You’ve gone too far, too fast. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Those very difficult decisions were undertaken last year precisely to achieve what I 
understand to be the point of the shadow Treasurer’s question: the desirable goal of getting something near cost 
reflectivity. In respect of the comments made by the member for Balcatta last night, I point out that in the debate 
in this place, and to an extent amongst the general public, there is a sense that if prices are dampened and do not 
reach the budget assessments—which, as the member pointed out, are 22 per cent for next year—that money will 
have to materialise from somewhere other than the taxpayer. One of the pieces of modelling that we have done is 
that if tariffs for electricity were to increase at five per cent over the next four out years after this year—we are 
not saying that this is the extent of tariff increases—the taxpayer subsidy, as a direct operating subsidy to the 
electricity utilities, in each year would be $299 million, $320 million, $370 million and $387 million. If it were 
the case that five per cent was to be the only increase that occurred and was estimated to occur, the taxpayer 
would subsidise electricity utilities to the tune of $1.38 billion. What I hope for, going forward—I am sure the 
opposition will be part of it, given that it has put down the nasty pills from yesterday—is some form of bipartisan 
debate on what we can do about that problem. It is an ongoing problem. The point of the shadow Treasurer’s 
question about cost reflectivity is that that figure of $1.38 billion is based on the assumption that costs are fixed 
over the four-year period, and they will not be. The amount of money that Synergy is required to expend over the 
four out years of the budget, simply to purchase small-scale renewable energy credits, is astronomical and 
increasing, because there is no cap on that federal system. Unfortunately, I have to put it to the house that costs 
are increasing and that prices will increase to some degree, and they will be determined in the budget. If we had 
increased prices by only 10 per cent, which is what the previous government said it would do, we would never 
reach cost reflectivity, and that is not good for the consumer of electricity in this market over the long term. 

WATER AND ELECTRICITY TARIFFS — COST REFLECTIVITY 

36. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Treasurer: 

I have a supplementary question. Does the Treasurer have any sympathy at all for the households that are being 
crippled by the 46 per cent increases in electricity and the 30 per cent increases in water; and, if so, what is he 
going to do about it? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

Of course I have sympathy for those people; everyone on this side of the house does. But those are the same 
people who, if a price increase of only five per cent were to be actuated over the next four years, would, as 
taxpayers, be paying $1.38 billion to the electricity utilities. It is not as if they will be entire winners through 
artificially depressed prices. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: They’re not all taxpayers, apart from anything else. Has that occurred to you or not? 
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Mr C.C. PORTER: The fact is that the money has to come from somewhere. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Some of them are pensioners and some of them are on disability pensions, and they are not 
actually taxpayers. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: If you are a taxpayer in Western Australia, that would be $1.38 billion that could not be 
spent on schools, health or a range of other areas. The problem is immense and the solution is very difficult, but 
do we feel sympathy for people who are suffering as a result of the problem? Of course we do. 

DAIRY FARMERS — MILK PRICES 

37. Mr M.J. COWPER to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

I am pleased to be part of a government that is prepared to tackle the difficult questions in this state. In my 
electorate we have a problem with the dairy industry, and there has recently been a price war over milk prices. 
Can the minister please tell us what the government is prepared to do to protect the dairy farmers of my 
electorate? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for Murray–Wellington for his question. I understand that there are a number of dairy 
farmers in his electorate. As I reported to the house last year on a couple of occasions, the dairy industry has 
been through quite a bit of turmoil over a number of years. There was the folding last year of Challenge 
Australia Dairy, of which the Western Australian Challenge Dairy Co-operative was part. As a result of the call 
the government made at the time, that matter fortunately played out in the market, and there has since been a 
settling down. The dairy farmers who were supplying that company were still able to supply their milk to a 
processor. Since then, a price war has occurred, and that concerns me. It was triggered at the national level by 
Coles announcing a particular pricing regime for its home brand milk. Over the past couple of weeks, my office 
has met with Woolworths. I met with the general manager of Coles yesterday, and we talked about the 
circumstances that present. Also, my colleague Hon Colin Holt from the South West Region has met with a 
range of dairy farmers to gather their views and concerns and so that they can have a talk to government, mainly 
to highlight the issue, but to also look at how we might respond as a government. 

The goal of my meeting yesterday was for Coles to explain to me the basis of the decisions it has made, and, I 
guess, to look me in the eye and tell me why these arrangements have been put in place. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: This is a very, very serious matter, member, and I would not make light of the issue. 

Mr P.B. Watson: It is a serious matter. You haven’t been looking after the farmers! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The member is not giving me any chance — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I formally call you to order for the first time today. Minister.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The goal for me was to look Coles in the eye and have it confirm to me the reasons why it 
has put these arrangements in place, and to hold it to account for the public statement it has made, that it is not its 
intention to beat up farmers. Coles has made a public statement that, as it sees it, there is no reason its 
discounting of the retail price of milk should lead to a reduction in the farm gate price. It is my belief that the 
position it has taken on a national level is not a sustainable position, and while the prices at farm gate level have 
been negotiated recently, obviously, at some stage, those negotiations will arise again. I think it is incumbent on 
governments—including state governments—to watch those arrangements.  

Mr P.B. Watson: What are you going to do? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Western Australia has a very unique set of circumstances in that we do not have a lot of 
dairy farmers and we are quite an isolated group, and it is important that we keep a close eye on that. 

Mr P.B. Watson: Well, what are you going to do? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: That is my target, and I have taken the steps of meeting with those groups; I want to hold 
them to account.  

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I am going to answer that question.  

Additionally, I have written to all the processors in the state to highlight my concerns, and I want them to let me 
know if there is evidence in the marketplace that the position outlined by Coles and others is not being adhered 
to. One of the concerns is that the signals out there have the potential to undervalue the industry. We need to 
have industry confidence, and it is really important that we maintain that. I call on consumers to not 
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underestimate the power they have, and I certainly urge people to buy WA-branded milk and to support their 
local dairy industry. That is something we are watching closely. 

In summary, the government is concerned, and it is monitoring the commitment these people have made. I do not 
believe the current position is sustainable; it has the potential to undermine industry confidence in Western 
Australia, and I certainly will be watching it very closely. 

SHOWERHEAD SWAP PROGRAM 

38. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Water: 

I refer to the minister’s recent announcement of the showerhead swap water-saving program. 

(1) As the program is worth $4.8 million and is for 70 000 showerheads worth $1.75 million, what will the 
remaining $3.05 million be spent on? 

(2) Did the minister fulfil the program’s clearly stated requirements and present his own water account, or 
Water Corporation letter, to the Bunnings store on Tuesday, 1 February, when he proudly claimed his 
showerhead; and, if not, why not? 

(3) Can the minister explain why country people have been excluded from this program? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

I thank the member for Cockburn for another question on water. 

(1)–(3) I had great pleasure in being part of announcing the Water Corporation program to distribute 78 000 
showerheads to people in the metropolitan area of Western Australia who do not have efficient 
showerheads. I was advised that about half the people in the metropolitan area are already conscious of 
the need to conserve water. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Did you have an efficient showerhead? 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Half of the people in the metropolitan area of Western Australia already have efficient 
showerheads. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr W.R. MARMION: This is an opportunity for the 50 per cent of people in the metropolitan area who do not 
have them to take up this opportunity.  

It is a terrific initiative, because these showerheads can restrict water use to nine litres a minute, and if people 
can save three litres a minute, even, from their shower, a household could save approximately—depending upon 
how much water they use in showers—$50 a year. This is a terrific program, because part of our water delivery 
program for people in the metropolitan area is making sure that water is conserved, and this is one of the terrific 
initiatives to make sure that water is used in an efficient manner. The showerhead program is a wonderful 
program for Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

SHOWERHEAD SWAP PROGRAM 

39. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Water:  

Answer the questions! 

The SPEAKER: Supplementary. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The minister has not answered any of the questions! Bloody hell! 

The SPEAKER: I have given you the call, member for Cockburn. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: I expect a supplementary question; I do not expect anybody else to be talking. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr D.T. Redman: You didn’t ask for a supplementary. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I have asked for a supplementary, and he has just given it to me. Are you the Speaker? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Then shut up! 
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Several members interjected.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: If you want that job, you go up there and take it off him! If you want the job, take it off him! 

Several members interjected.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Given that the minister has not answered any of the other three questions I have just asked, 
how does this stunt of the minister’s compare with the meaningful program that was in place for many years—
the Waterwise program—which his predecessor, the incompetent water minister who is now the member for 
Eyre, abandoned in 2009? 

The SPEAKER: That is not a supplementary question, member. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT — PROMOTION 

40. Mr P.T. MILES to the Minister for Transport:  

Minister, I read this morning, in The West Australian, that most people in Perth choose to drive their private cars 
to work, rather than utilising public transport services. I am well aware of how popular measures such as free 
public transport for seniors have been in my electorate of Wanneroo, and I was hoping the minister could please 
inform the house of the further initiatives the Liberal–National government is implementing to encourage greater 
use of public transport in Perth. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

I thank the member for Wanneroo for raising the issue. I have already met with him to discuss some public 
transport challenges in his electorate.  

I was interested to read the front page headline of The West Australian today—“Workers feel pain of traffic 
stress”—which would insinuate that something horrible was happening. I looked at the little table that sat behind 
the report, and the level of commuters getting stressed during the commute in Perth is actually the lowest in the 
nation. I do not know whether that is good or bad, but we are obviously a little more relaxed. That is the most 
inaccurate piece of reporting since Ben Harvey tried to describe why the member for Rockingham was called 
“Sneakers”, as I recall. Moving on. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! Minister. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The article states that 70 per cent of people in Perth use their cars to travel to work, which 
is about the same as in Brisbane and Adelaide. Is it too high or too low? I am not sure. Does it reflect long-
established and long-built-up traditions and practices in Western Australia? No doubt.  

One of the interesting things I noticed, though—this is a positive reflection on some of the work done by the 
former member for Armadale—is that over the past four years, public transport patronage in Western Australia 
has grown by 30 per cent, which is a great outcome. That is, in part, because of the railway line to Mandurah, 
and in part because of a whole range of innovations. I think we are lucky that there has been some significant 
investment in public transport in this state.  

I should draw to the house’s attention that that significant investment in public transport is continuing under this 
government. Some $360 million is being invested in the sinking of the railway line in the middle of the city; 
$250 million has been set aside for a new bus station in the middle of the city;  

Mr A.P. O’Gorman interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: And $240 million has been allocated to extend the northern suburbs railway line. Member 
for Joondalup, when there is a safe, well-built bus station, people may be more prepared to use the buses that 
stop there. When people are not under the threat of assault at some seedy bus station in the middle of the city, 
more people may be prepared to get on the buses that go there—I do not know about that, member for 
Joondalup!  

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Let us move on! An amount of $240 million will be spent to extend the railway line to 
Butler; $525 million for part of a bus replacement program; and $51 million to increase the number of parking 
bays at train stations on the rail network. Member for Joondalup, that means more people can park at a train 
station and catch the bus, in case the member is not up with it at the moment. A lot of money has been set aside 
to upgrade bus and train stations right across the metropolitan area.  

Mr W.J. Johnston: I wish you’d get on with it; we have been waiting two and a half years!  
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That includes Queens Park, member for Cannington. I might even invite him along when 
we do the works, so that he can stand next to the edge. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I formally call you to order for the first time today.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will touch on one other interesting set of statistics. As the house would be aware, a 
couple of years ago the government committed significant funds to upgrade security on our bus and rail 
networks. That resulted in more security cabs for buses, more closed-circuit cameras, duress alarms, security 
patrols and the like, and there have been significant reductions in assaults on drivers, rock and projectile attacks 
on buses and the like.  

I want to close, as I did yesterday, with a point of comparison between the sensible policy solutions of the 
government and some public transport initiatives that have been put forward by the recently promoted member 
for Perth. The member for Perth’s contribution to public policy on buses is that Transperth needs to seriously 
look at upgrading its fleet of bendy buses to incorporate piano accordion music as they concertina around 
corners!  

Several members interjected.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I think this is a wonderful initiative, Leader of the Opposition.  

Mr J.N. Hyde: Well, do it!  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I have not finished yet. The member for Perth wants bendy buses that play piano 
accordion music every time they twist and turn, which will create a recognisable tourist attraction at little cost. 
Mr Hyde added that proposal to his Facebook page! And—wait for it—he said that he had been exhilarated by 
the response to the bendy bus proposal. Once again, we have a clear difference in public policy. Yesterday we 
had the rise of “Goldfinger” Travers in the upper house. Today we have the rise of the bendy bus accordion-
playing member for Perth. There is a clear point of distinction emerging between the opposition and the 
government on how we intend to develop public policy in this state.  

NATIONAL PARTY MEMBERS — LOBBYING BY IAN CAMPBELL 

41. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 

I refer the acting Leader of the National Party to the Clive Palmer affair and Mr Palmer’s special relationship 
with the National Party and the fact that former Senator Ian Campbell lobbied Minister Grylls’ office on Mr 
Palmer’s behalf.  

(1) Was the minister or his office lobbied on behalf of Mr Palmer by former Liberal Senator Ian Campbell?  

(2) If yes to (1), what was the subject matter of the lobbying? 

(3) As acting National Party leader, will the minister, in accordance with section 4.1 of the Contact with 
Lobbyists Code and section 9 of the Public Sector Management Act, refer the activities of Mr Campbell 
and Minister Grylls to the Director General of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet?  

(4) Is it National Party policy to tighten the lobbying disclosure rules to ensure that lobbyists such as 
former Senator Campbell are forced to register and reveal their lobbying activities?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

I thank the member for Rockingham for the question.  

(1) To my knowledge I have not met with Mr Campbell. I will check whether someone from my office has. 

(2)–(4) The other questions should be directed to Hon Brendon Grylls. 

NATIONAL PARTY MEMBERS — LOBBYING BY IAN CAMPBELL 

42. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:  

I have a supplementary question. Where is the Minister for Regional Development and will the minister be 
raising these issues with him on his return?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

As the member for Rockingham well knows, the minister is on a family holiday. All those details are known; we 
have been through that this week. The minister is entitled to go on that family holiday.  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: The member for Rockingham has asked a question, and followed that with a supplementary 
question. I believe the minister is endeavouring to answer it.  
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Mr T.K. WALDRON: I work very closely with the member for Central Wheatbelt, the Minister for Regional 
Development.  

Mr M. McGowan: Where is he exactly?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: If the member lets me respond, I will answer the question. I can say unreservedly that I 
know how hard the minister works. More importantly — 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: It would seem that some members in this place do not want to hear the answer to your 
question, member for Rockingham. I want to hear the answer.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: The member for Rockingham is right; it probably does not matter what I think or say. I 
know how hard the minister works and how dedicated he is. The most important thing is that the people of 
Western Australia know how hard Brendon Grylls works, and about the work that he does. Members opposite 
are jealous because they know what he has done for Western Australia, particularly for regional Western 
Australia, and so do the people of Western Australia.  

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I can tell the member for Collie–Preston that the minister has done more in one year for 
the South West than the member has done in the whole time he has been a member. I am very proud of what 
Hon Brendon Grylls does, as are all Western Australians. The minister will continue to do that. Every member in 
this place has a right to have a holiday with their family.  

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE — 2009–10 ANNUAL REPORT 

Correction — Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): I received a letter from the Minister for Commerce dated 15 February 
2011 requesting that corrections be made to the 2009–10 annual report of the Department of Commerce, which 
was tabled in this place on 22 September last year. Amendments are requested at pages 169 and 170 of the report 
to provide corrected details on six matters in table 41, which is headed “Prosecution Outcomes Including 
Appeals against Prosecution for the Consumer Protection Division in 2009–10”. Under the provisions of 
standing order 156, I advise the Assembly that I have authorised that the necessary corrections be attached to the 
tabled paper.  

PREMIER’S STATEMENT 

Consideration 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie–Preston) [2.47 pm]: It is a shame that again we see the Minister for Agriculture 
and Food leaving the chamber and not staying to listen to some of the criticisms of his department. It is good to 
see that the minister has come back, but I will wait a while to make sure that he does stay and listen.  

Now that the minister is present, I mention an issue that I raised earlier today—that is, the problems in the 
Carnarvon area. That area has been declared a natural disaster, but the minister has not been up there in recent 
times. I am asking the minister to please go up there. There are problems that need sorting out, some with staff 
and others with the growers. In the coming week, before the situation blows up, I am asking the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food to make a special trip up there. I am sure that the minister knows that about six and a half 
metres of water is coming down that river, which could cause the same problem. Will the minister give an 
undertaking that he will get up there as soon as possible to talk to those people?  

Mr D.T. Redman: I cannot give an undertaking sitting here.  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: Why not? Will the minister undertake to get up there as soon as he can?  

Mr D.T. Redman: As soon as the floods happened, the Premier and I — 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: That is right; it was before the water receded, so the minister did not see the damage 
because the water was still covering it.  

Mr D.T. Redman: This government put in place the single biggest amount for soil recovery in that area—more 
than ever before. I am absolutely supportive of the position this government has taken to support the people of 
Carnarvon.  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: The minister had better get up there because things are running riot and the minister’s 
name is being bandied around as missing in action. That is what I am telling the minister. I am asking the 



684 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 17 February 2011] 

 

minister to go and talk to those people. Some of the staff in the Department of Agriculture and Food are using 
personalities and pulling people down. I am asking the minister to get up there and take control of that area.  

Following on from that issue, the minister has reneged on his stated proposal and has now said that labelling of 
genetically modified foods is not necessary. The minister has talked about choice time and again, yet he is not 
giving the consumer choice. I do not know why. I think it is because the minister is scared that people will vote 
with their feet, and with their dollars at the supermarkets. We do not want stop-go, press-button, or red, white 
and yellow on the badges! The minister has claimed that we have adequate labelling rules in place. I do not 
believe they are. We do not have to put the words “genetically modified” on the labelling. I ask the minister to 
support the people who want to know what is in their food before they buy it. They do not want to get home and 
find out that it may have been contaminated with genetically modified organisms. I ask the minister to ensure 
that people are aware of what is in the foods they buy in the supermarket. The South Australian government is 
chasing the minister’s hide because of the contamination that may come from Western Australia via the transport 
of stock. He should be aware of this issue. He has not played the game. He has walked away and left farmers in a 
position in which they do not know where they are going. Shires are saying that because of the minister’s 
mistake, it will cost them $20 000 to clean up the mess in their shires. The minister has been missing in action 
again. I am asking him to get out there and do some work. 

Mr D.T. Redman: Don’t stand there barking about it. Bring it on for debate. I’m happy to have it. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: The minister ran away from the last debate and shut it down. He reneged on the promises 
he gave in that debate regarding protocols. 

Mr D.T. Redman: Bring on the debate.  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I have no worries with that. Again, the minister is walking out of the chamber because he 
cannot answer the questions. What a weak minister! He is absolutely the lowest. 

I return to what I was saying prior to the lunch break. I conclude by thanking my staff. I mentioned Laurel Dhu, 
who was nominated for a citizen of the year award. I would also like to mention Lauri Glocke, my research 
officer, for the work that she does. 

The SPEAKER: There are members having conversations in this place. You are welcome to have them, but 
they are distracting both the member on his feet and also some people in this place who would like to hear what 
the member is saying.  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I also thank Dee O’Brien, who fills in on numerous occasions when staff have to take 
leave. It is unfortunate that one of our helpers, Sonya Mumme, has been extremely ill. She has had severe 
problems and major operations. We wish her well.  

The other issue that I want to raise, which is very near to my heart and very near to the hearts of the people of 
Collie, is the transport of large machinery on the Coalfields highway. There was a four-car accident only last 
week. I believe that the pilots did not do the right thing and stopped suddenly, causing the cars to go nose to tail. 
They were transporting wind turbine blades. These blades are extremely long—maybe 30 or 40 metres long—
and they were transporting two in a row. The community is asking that between the hours of, say, 6.30 am and 
8.30 am these long and sometimes wide loads not be on the highway because it is a very, very busy highway at 
that time when people are going to work. I am sure that people in Perth have not seen the amount of traffic on 
those roads. This is already being done for the Worsley construction phase. That has been done without anyone 
being asked. It is incumbent on the minister to accede to that request so we do not have that interaction. Most of 
the accidents have involved trucks. The problem on that highway is that they have not stopped. Just so that 
members understand, 80 buses bring the workers from Bunbury to the construction site. They have done the right 
thing in that area, but a lot of work is still going on around the area, and the traffic count is very high. I am 
asking that the government look at this situation, talk with industry and talk with the construction groups. I do 
not see why those blades have to be transported at that time of day. There are other times during the day when 
they can be transported. They go out to Merredin. We have no problem with those trucks using the roads; we 
have a problem with them using the roads during those very busy periods. Last week, three young people who 
were at the P-plate driver stage were in a serious crash but, luckily, they were not badly injured. However, their 
cars were written off. As an apprentice, there is a cost somewhere down the line. The other concern is that the 
pilot operators did not stop. They were told about this accident and they kept going. On Sunday morning I will 
be travelling with one of the groups of pilots who are bringing up a load to see what they are doing. They are 
leaving at 5.30 in the morning, so they will miss that initial rush. I am asking that we look at that road again. We 
know it is a contentious issue and we should be doing something about it.  

In my final couple of minutes I would like to pay tribute to the shires in my electorate. At Capel, we have 
Murray Scott, commonly known as Scotty, and Paul Sheedy. They are very strategic in the way they work 
through things. They are very quick to let us know when there is a problem. They are not always whingeing but 
looking at things from a very strategic platform.  
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At Donnybrook we have different political alliances with Steve Dilley, but we have no problems working 
together, along with John Attwood, the chief executive officer. Donnybrook is progressive. Some years ago 
Donnybrook was named the ugliest town in WA. Now it would be one of the prettiest country towns around the 
place as a result of the work that has been done. It has one of the major tourist attractions in the South West—a 
playground that was built with a donation of nearly $1 million from a person in the community. It is a great 
tourist attraction and many people visit it.  

Then we go across to Dardanup, which looks a bit more to Bunbury than it does to the hinterland of the Collie 
and Donnybrook regions. Brad Day is easy to talk to and work with. Mark Chester is very quick off the mark. He 
is back on deck after having major heart surgery either last year or a bit before that. The colour of his hair and 
face has changed a bit but he is still working very well.  

Finally, I would like to thank Wayne Sanford from the Shire of Collie. We have many arguments and 
disagreements, but we work closely together to ensure that we get things done for the betterment of not only 
Collie, but also the South West.  

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale) [2.56 pm]: I rise to also respond to the Premier’s Statement. As we all know, on 
Tuesday, the first parliamentary sitting day this year, the Premier moved a condolence motion relating to the 
natural disasters throughout Australia and the more recent tragedy of the fires at Kelmscott and Roleystone. I 
spoke to that motion. I would like to use part of my response to the Premier’s Statement to refer to some other 
matters related to the Roleystone and Kelmscott fires. As the member for Darling Range mentioned yesterday in 
his response to the Premier’s Statement, it was a very significant event for the local community.  

As mentioned, the fire commenced about 11.45 am on Sunday, 6 February, allegedly as a result of the use of an 
angle grinder by an off-duty police officer. I have not personally met the off-duty police officer who is alleged to 
have used the angle grinder, but I have heard that this person is an outstanding individual. At first I was actually 
surprised by the level of community sympathy for this individual. Once I spoke to a number of community 
leaders and people who have been in contact with the off-duty police officer, that surprise was no more. He is a 
pillar of the local community. Although some people are angry about what happened, they have great sympathy 
for him. As one City of Armadale councillor mentioned, he had to be charged under the Bush Fires Act 1954 but 
he will have no shortage of character references if the matter goes any further.  

On that fateful day, as was mentioned, there was a massive easterly blowing in the hills down from Roleystone 
towards Kelmscott. I did not even know that there was a bushfire until about two o’clock that afternoon as I had 
been at South Beach in Fremantle enjoying my wife’s birthday, which also falls on 6 February. I realised there 
were some fires in our area only when we managed to traverse the Kwinana Freeway at Armadale Road and I 
saw the massive amount of smoke. It was only when I got closer to home that I realised it was in our area. When 
I arrived home, I rang a very good friend, Jim Sharp, and his wife, Frania, whose house is on Brookton Highway, 
500 metres north of the alleged source of the bushfire. When I telephoned, worried about my friends, Frania 
Sharp answered, and her immediate concern was about how we were travelling. I thought that this was an 
incredible measure of the person: Frania Sharp was only 500 metres or even less from the fire, and if the wind 
had turned around, her house would definitely have been in the line of destruction. It is a measure of her and her 
family that they were more concerned about their friends than necessarily their own welfare. That is a reflection 
of the community spirit in the area.  

If members had been in the vicinity of Armadale or Kelmscott when the bushfire took place in the afternoon of 
6 February this year, especially in Kelmscott, they would have thought they were in a war zone. There were fire 
trucks, water tanks and police officers, and hovering above were Helitacs. It was the Helitacs, which are the 
helicopters that pick up the water, that saved many properties on that fateful day. It was great to have such a 
ready source of water available at Champion Lakes, which is a great facility. We know that the former member 
for Armadale, Alannah MacTiernan, had great vision—“vision” was written across her forehead—but I am not 
sure that when she advocated and oversaw the building of Champion Lakes, she would have thought it would 
play such a critical role in fighting this massive bushfire in the Roleystone–Kelmscott area. Champion Lakes is a 
fantastic complex. When the Minister for Sport and Recreation tours the area in a couple of weeks, I hope to take 
him to Champion Lakes to advocate for its continued development—I know the Minister for Planning is also 
very aware of Champion Lakes—and argue that the Western Australian Institute of Sport’s rowing and canoeing 
programs should be based at Champion Lakes. It is about time we moved away from a western suburbs culture 
and look at where the facilities are. Bar the Olympic course at Penrith in New South Wales, Champion Lakes is 
by far the supreme rowing and canoeing course in Australia and may continue to develop even further.  

As I mentioned when I spoke on the natural disasters condolence motion, and as indicated when the member for 
Darling Range spoke yesterday, the community spirit was outstanding in Kelmscott, Armadale and Roleystone 
on the day of the bushfire on 6 February and afterwards. I would be very disappointed if I did not take this 
opportunity to mention some of the outstanding achievements and support that occurred on that particular day 
and the days that followed. I place on record my appreciation for the magnificent work performed by the 
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firefighters. I also thank my colleague the member for Jandakot, who is a volunteer firefighter. Although the 
member for Jandakot did not fight in the Roleystone–Kelmscott region that evening, he was nonetheless very 
important, as he was directed to do his part at Forrestdale. The work of the volunteer and careerist firefighters 
was absolutely fantastic. Many worked all night and some collapsed with exhaustion in the morning. 

I also say a big thank you to other emergency services personnel. May I also recognise the efforts of the police, 
who were led by Daryl Gaunt, the superintendent of the south east metropolitan district, and John Bouman, the 
officer in charge at Armadale Police Station. As the member for Darling Range recorded yesterday, John 
Bouman is an outstanding person.  

I also appreciate the work of the City of Armadale, led so well by Mayor Linton Reynolds, who was absolutely 
fantastic. Linton Reynolds received public praise from Fire and Emergency Services Authority staff in front of 
1 000-odd evacuated residents at the Armadale Arena recreation complex on the Tuesday morning following the 
fire. I also say thanks to the other City of Armadale councillors and workers who were led so well by chief 
executive officer Ray Tame. I am grateful for the outstanding work of Brian Watkins, who is the chief fire 
control officer of the City of Armadale, his rangers, and all other members of council staff. I also thank the 
management staff of the Armadale Arena recreational centre. The Armadale Arena became the central spot for 
people who needed help and for community meetings. The staff there performed an excellent job. One would 
hope that some of the people who went to the Armadale Arena, probably for the first time in their lives, now 
recognise the great facilities at the Armadale Arena. The membership of its health club may now increase.  

Of course, other people need to be thanked. I start by thanking the efforts of FESA. As members know, this side 
of the house yesterday moved an amendment to the Premier’s Statement seeking an independent judicial inquiry 
into the bushfire and various factors related to the bushfire. Unfortunately, we were not successful. Moving that 
amendment does not detract from our support for FESA; however, the operations of FESA and the support that 
the firefighters received needs to be examined.  

I also thank other government departments, such as the Department for Communities, the Department of 
Education, the Department for Child Protection, the Department of Health, the Department of Agriculture and 
Food, the Department of Environment and Conservation, Centrelink, Western Power and Main Roads Western 
Australia.  

I also thank the Australian Red Cross (WA), the Country Women’s Association of WA, St John Ambulance 
Australia, the Salvation Army, Champion Lakes Mission, St Matthews Church, the Kelmscott Anglican Church, 
the Tzu Chi Foundation and the Lions Club of Western Australia. The local Lions Club was fantastic; for at least 
three or four mornings people from the Lions Club were serving up sausages. There were further outstanding 
groups, such as Volunteering WA, Armadale Youth Resources, and business and state groups, such as SGIO 
Insurance, RAC, HBF, Westpac and BankWest, which were all at the Armadale Arena dealing with people who 
were in a great state of anxiety and sorrow. I must say that overall, people from these organisations dealt with 
people at the centre in a very commendable way.  

The local Harvey Norman franchise provided furniture to victims. Fortescue Metals Group provided groceries 
and “Twiggy” Forrest made a visit down there on Monday night. Chicken Treat provided the obvious—chickens. 
Cafe2U provided lovely cappuccinos and lattes. The member for Darling Range mentioned yesterday the 
outstanding generosity of the Kelmscott Super IGA, which was fantastic in its provision of water and food 
products. Clark Property is providing accommodation to some of the victims and is prepared to build a home for 
free for any victim who was uninsured. These are some of the examples of the generosity provided from afar and 
from locals.  

The local community spirit in the Armadale area is very, very strong. In many respects the area has a country 
feel to it, and that breeds a great community spirit. During this dark time of need, the community came up to the 
mark. People were absolutely fantastic. I think it is now time for this government to come up to the plate and 
support Armadale. Of course Armadale was very well supported under the previous Labor government, and my 
predecessor, Alannah MacTiernan, the former Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, did much for Armadale 
and the surrounding regions. It is now time for this government to look towards Armadale and do things in my 
area.  

I found out today that a new police station is being built in Cockburn in the electorate of the member for 
Jandakot. I am sure it is needed; many police stations are needed. It is strange: we have a police station in our 
region, but it is not up to the capacity of a major regional centre. I will talk a little more about police stations 
later.  

Basically, the fire started just off Brookton Highway. That is a road that needs major work. As we know, 
Buckingham Road bridge collapsed within a couple of hours of the fire, and as a result, we now need temporary 
detours. I am impressed that Main Roads WA intends to erect a temporary bridge within three weeks. It will be 
very commendable if it achieves that. Main Roads is looking at erecting a more permanent structure after 11 or 
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12 months. When planning the permanent structure, I hope Main Roads looks at realigning the entry and 
departure from the bridge because there are blind spots leading into and away from it. That highway is 
dangerous. Within two years of my graduation from Kelmscott Senior High School 12 of my former school 
colleagues died in car accidents, and at least half of that number were on Brookton Highway. 

Mr M. McGowan: How many?  

Dr A.D. BUTI: Twelve people in my year or one year below or above my year at Kelmscott Senior High School 
died in car accidents within two years of leaving school. At least half the number of accidents were on Brookton 
Highway. Brookton Highway is even more dangerous now due to the volume of heavy haulage transport using it. 
Part of the increase will come about because of the rail closure in the Wheatbelt due to this government’s refusal 
to invest in rail infrastructure in the country. That will lead to up to 57 000 extra journeys on metropolitan roads, 
many of which will use Brookton Highway. At this stage, Main Roads has taken the sensible decision, due to the 
closure of Brookton Highway at Buckingham Road bridge, to redirect heavy haulage vehicles via Canning Road, 
down Welshpool Road onto Tonkin Highway. Heavy haulage trucks should be using Tonkin Highway. They 
should not be travelling along Brookton Highway onto Albany Highway through residential areas. The member 
for Darling Range made a very good point either outside this chamber or perhaps in this place. Did he comment 
on the link road through Jarrahdale yesterday?  

Mr A.J. Simpson: I said it outside the chamber.  

Dr A.D. BUTI: There is a need for alternative routes to be considered. One is the temporary route, but that can 
only be temporary because it is a bit dangerous. Even that route will go through school areas. There is a 
possibility of a link road through Jarrahdale, which will allow greater use of Tonkin Highway.  

Mr M.P. Whitely: No; not through Jarrahdale. It would not be popular.  

Dr A.D. BUTI: It may not be popular —  

Mr M.P. Whitely: No; it was a stupid idea. There is a big history there.  

Dr A.D. BUTI: I know the history. It may not be popular.  

Mr M.P. Whitely: It’s not a good idea.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman): Members! 

Dr A.D. BUTI: Member for Bassendean, it may not be popular, but it is preferable to heavy haulage trucks 
going down Brookton Highway during peak-hour traffic, and using Albany Highway to go through Kelmscott. 
We can talk about that outside the chamber.  

Mr M.P. Whitely: Obviously, there is a history.  

Dr A.D. BUTI: Okay, the member can talk about that in his speech.  

Another issue that needs consideration is the Davis Road underpass at Kelmscott. This also has a long history. 
The previous government had agreed to build an underpass at Davis Road in Kelmscott. Anyone who knows 
Kelmscott well knows that it is very difficult to get across the railway line at Denny Avenue. I feel very sorry for 
people who try to cross the Denny Avenue rail line in peak-hour traffic when the traffic is bumper to bumper. 
The previous Labor government agreed to build the underpass, and was about to sign off on it when the election 
was called. We know what happened in the 2008 polls. I am sure members on the other side can tell me what 
happened—actually, even I know what happened in 2008. Unfortunately, one of the ramifications of that poll is 
that the Davis Road underpass will now not be built.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Dr A.D. BUTI: At the Davis Road project community reference group meeting in 2009 it was stated by a Main 
Roads official that this government would not consider any new projects that were not promised in the state 
government’s election manifesto. The Davis Road underpass was not part of that; therefore, the residents of 
Armadale–Kelmscott will have to wait until a Labor government is returned before the underpass is built at 
Davis Road. It is an absolute necessity, so one hopes this government will rethink that.  

Another area I want to briefly talk about is the issue of arts and culture in my region. When the Armadale 
Redevelopment Authority was established in 2002 by the then Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and the 
Labor government, it became a sponsor of the Perth International Arts Festival. As part of that sponsorship deal, 
cultural events were held at the Araluen Botanic Park gardens. They were very, very successful. In addition, 
some festival events were held in the Armadale CBD. After a couple of years, the Perth International Arts 
Festival management decided that Armadale was not an appropriate venue for its events, even though the 
Araluen gardens events were outstanding and very well patronised.  

Mr W.J. Johnston: Shame.  
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Dr A.D. BUTI: Yes. I wonder why we are unsuitable.  

Mr W.J. Johnston: Because it is a working-class area.  

Dr A.D. BUTI: That is all I can think of—we are not part of the western suburbs or the inner city. Unless we are 
part of the inner city or the western suburbs, the Perth International Arts Festival does not seem to want to 
consider us. I am sure the member for Darling Range and the member for Gosnells will agree that there is a need 
for cultural events to be held in our regions. I would like the state government to urge the festival managers and 
decision makers to reconsider their decision of a few years ago to cease holding their events in our region.  

There is no doubt that we have a good train service from Armadale to Perth, but it could be improved. I want to 
talk about a couple of things regarding that service and the bus services. As a result of the Thornlie link coming 
into play, which was built by the previous Labor government, trains from Armadale stop at every station to 
Cannington and then from Cannington they go non-stop to Claisebrook; but they stop at Oak Street to allow 
people to use the circle bus route that connects the universities. That is a very sensible approach. The Thornlie 
train stops at all the other stations, including the all-train stop at Oak Street. Probably one of the unforeseen 
problems with that is that the Royal WA Institute for the Blind has its centre at Victoria Park. Some of the 
people in my electorate from Armadale, Kelmscott, Sherwood and Challis are visually impaired. If they want to 
take the train to the blind institute in Victoria Park, they have to get off the train at Cannington and wait for the 
Thornlie line train. That may seem a minor issue for some people, but for visually impaired people it is another 
stress. I would like this government to consider whether all the trains that stop at Oak Street to allow students in 
particular to join the circle bus route, can also stop at Victoria Park. It could be argued that once we start down 
that path, there will be other reasons to do the same for other stations. That may be the case, but at this stage it is 
not the case, and I think serious consideration should be given to mandating that all trains stop at the Victoria 
Park train station, which is a lovely train station upgraded under the Carpenter Labor government. 

I return briefly to the arts. One of the societies in the Armadale region, the Armadale Society of Artists, is 
currently in residence in a house given to it by the Armadale Redevelopment Authority for a peppercorn rent. 
Although the society is very grateful for that facility, it does not have the capacity it needs to grow further. The 
Society of Artists is a very important one in my area; in addition to providing an outlet and opportunity for local 
artists, it also engages very, very closely with the Armadale Medical Centre to provide programs for people with 
mental illness. I have been to some of the group’s shows and seen the outstanding ramifications and benefits for 
people with mental illness engaging in art. One would hope that this government looks to assist the Armadale 
Society of Artists to find more permanent and suitable accommodation.  

I return to the issue of transport and the ability of the people of Armadale to easily use public transport to travel 
east to west and west to east. We have a reasonably good linear train line, but the east–west service is not up to 
the standard that many residents want. I acknowledge that through the efforts of Don Randall, the federal 
member for Canning, the member for Darling Range and the former member for Armadale, Alannah 
MacTiernan, a bus service from Armadale to the Cockburn train station was established for a three-month trial 
period. I wrote to the Minister for Transport on 4 January of this year, urging him to make that service 
permanent at the end of the trial period. I advocated that the service should be extended to Fiona Stanley 
Hospital, pending the opening of that facility, and continue to Murdoch University, thereby providing a great 
transport facility for students going to Murdoch University, and, hopefully, Fremantle. In that letter, I also wrote 
that the trial seemed to be set up to fail because the predominant part of the trial period was over the summer 
holidays, which is not a period of high-volume traffic, and because the lack of convenient bus stops prevented a 
number of people from using the service. I also queried the short duration of the trial and the fact that a 
passenger threshold of 75 per cent was required for it to be considered successful. How many bus routes in the 
metropolitan area have a 75 per cent passenger occupancy rate? I would argue that very few would for most of 
the day. It was with great joy that we heard that the minister had decided to extend the trial to April. The member 
for Darling Range and I had discussions with the Public Transport Authority in my office a couple of weeks ago 
and the member for Darling Range made the great suggestion that the bus route should perhaps take in Piara 
Waters and travel onto South Street, Murdoch University et cetera. I think that is a great idea and one that I hope 
we take up with the Minister for Transport.  

There is much more that I would like to say, but before I conclude, I will note that although I am the member for 
Armadale, I am concerned about this government’s efforts to look after the people of Western Australia—not 
only those in the metropolitan area, but also those in the country regions. I have relatives who live in the country. 

Mr M.P. Murray: Who live in Collie. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: Yes; they come from Collie. 

Amendment to Question 

Dr A.D. BUTI: Therefore, I move an amendment to the question that Premier’s Statement be noted. I move — 

That the following words be added after “noted” — 
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and that the Liberal–National government be condemned for its attack on regional 
development commissions, loss of autonomy in the regions and centralisation of power in the 
metropolitan area 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [3.25 pm]: I am very pleased that the member for Armadale has moved 
this amendment because it is a very important subject. I am sure that all regional members of this house will be 
very concerned. All those people with an interest in regional Western Australia should be very concerned about 
what this government has planned for regional development commissions in this state. Regional development 
commissions have been around since the 1980s. They are a fundamental part of ensuring that the voices and 
concerns of regional people are heard, that services are delivered and that things are done in regional Western 
Australia. We have nine regional development commissions, one for each of the regions, and, as I have said, they 
started operation in the 1980s. They vary in size, but each region has its own regional development commission 
with staff located in the region who are concerned about, listen to and act on matters to ensure that local 
concerns are taken into account, services and projects are delivered and things are done in country WA. It is a 
good model. I had the privilege of being the minister responsible for the South West on two occasions and the 
minister responsible for Peel on one. On each occasion I was very impressed by the actions and operations of the 
development commissions and the staff appointed to them. They are very powerful organisations, very well 
supported by their communities and very well supported by their regions. The South West Development 
Commission in particular is an excellent organisation that does a great job for the South West and is well 
respected and well supported by the people of the South West.  

That is why the changes proposed by the National Party are a huge concern to me. The Leader of the National 
Party is absent from this place; he is visiting Western Australians in another region of the world. It came as a 
great concern to me that in the early months of last year, the Leader of the National Party commissioned a big 
review into the regional development commissions, conducted by Hon Wendy Duncan, which reported in 
November of last year. I have a copy here. It is dated November 2010, and is titled, “Structuring Regional 
Development for the Future: A Review of the Functions and Responsibilities of Regional Development 
Commissions”. It is a substantial report with appendices containing the submissions made to the review. It is a 
substantial document. A lot of work went into it. It was put together at a cost—I kid you not!—of $221 503. This 
report cost $221 500! Members may have thought that the review would look to greater decentralisation, more 
local decision making, more local control and greater control by regions of what is done in regions. But the 
reality is that it is the exact opposite. This report could have a one-word title: “Centralisation”. If members prefer 
a longer title, it could be “Centralisation in Perth of Regional Decision Making”, because that is what this report 
is all about. Hon Wendy Duncan has spent $221 503 of taxpayers’ money in chairing this review, which has 
come up with ways designed to produce more centralisation and a new bureaucracy in Perth. I am not just saying 
this; members need to look at the report. I have it here. The foreword to the report, signed by the chair, Hon 
Wendy Duncan, MLC, states — 

Each of these recommendations is worthy of implementation. … 

• … a new peak body with its own executive chair and staff whose work will be focussed on … 
strategic directions, policy and prioritisation, and strategies common to all … Regions; 

• Ministerially appointed … boards … 

They are going to retain the ministerially appointed regional board but, as stated on page 3 of the report — 

To ensure collaboration across departments and agencies, the WARDC will be … located in the 
metropolitan area.  

Mr P.B. Watson: Is the office in Bali? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It does not say which metropolitan area. It might be in Kuta. The member for Albany 
might be onto something! It does not say which metropolitan area, and it is very metropolitan in Bali. The 
Minister for Regional Development could be setting it up there right now while he is sunning himself in 
Seminyak! 

All the way through the report are references to the new structure and the creation of a new office with new staff 
and a new executive director that is based in the metropolitan area. We can safely assume, despite the member 
for Albany’s excellent suggestion, that it will be based in Perth. This report was put together by none other than 
Hon Wendy Duncan and a bunch of other people, including the Minister for Regional Development’s chief of 
staff, the head of the Department of Regional Development and Lands, and a few other people of that nature. We 
can safely assume that this is government policy and that the government has put it together. It has now been 
noted by cabinet and the minister, and the Premier will be looking to implement it. We will have a new 
bureaucracy on top of all the other government departments. The new structure, new executive director and new 
board to control the regions will be based here in Perth. The regional development commissions will become 
regional offices of the new structure that is based in Perth. Page 76 of the “Structuring Regional Development 
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for the Future” report outlines the roles of the regional offices under the new structure. The report highlights in 
italics certain words in its outline of the role of the regional development commissions. The report states that 
they will “drive and coordinate”, “identify potential opportunities”, “appraise regional conditions”, “aid and 
enable”, “give advice” and “facilitate”. One word that is not in the report is “do”. The development commissions 
will not actually do anything. They will feed advice to the body in Perth and the body in Perth will decide 
everything. The development commissions will not decide or do anything. Those two words are missing in the 
description of what the regional offices will be responsible for. The Great Southern Development Commission, 
the South West Development Commission and the others currently have the capacity to decide and do, but that 
will be removed under the proposed model. 

All I am saying to the government is that it has it completely around the wrong way. It should be devolving 
responsibility to the regional development commissions and giving them a greater capacity to decide and do 
things. The report uses all these modern words like “appraise”, “coordinate”, “identify opportunities” and 
“coordinate initiatives”, but the development commissions will not actually decide or do anything. My 
impression of the development commissions, the people who work for them and of regional people, is that they 
would prefer it to be the other way around. They do not want a new bureaucracy in Perth to run the regions; they 
want power devolved to them. There is already a new Department of Regional Development and Lands in Perth. 
Why does the government need to create another bureaucracy to control the development commissions? Surely 
the sorts of people we put on the development commission boards—mayors, councillors, business people and the 
good, honest folk of country WA—are capable of making decisions themselves and deciding what will be done 
for their regions. They do not need to be told what to do by a new bureaucratic body that is located right here in 
the central business district.  

The government needs to devolve responsibility to and trust the people in regional Western Australia rather than 
create this proposed new model. Country people need to understand that that is the government’s model and that 
Labor’s model is the opposite. If and when we come to office, we will remove and reject the new model that the 
government has put in place. We will devolve responsibility to country areas. We will give them the opportunity 
to make decisions and do things without being directed by a bureaucracy that the government has set up in the 
middle of the city. 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [3.55 pm]: When the National Party was in opposition, it wanted everything to be 
located in the country. It wanted agencies to go to the bush and it wanted to develop regional cities. It has been 
the Liberal Party’s policy to get rid of the regional development commissions. When the Premier was in 
opposition, he was quite vociferous about it. He said that he wanted to get rid of the development commissions. I 
wonder who is in charge of spending $200 000 on a policy and then sending the policy to people to look at 
between late November and February when most farmers and people in regional areas are on holidays. The 
government wanted to release this report when no-one had the time to look at it. There were a lot of submissions 
from my electorate. The Great Southern Development Commission covers a large region that goes right into the 
electorate next to mine. That commission has been very active about getting things done in our region. I have 
worked very closely with Bruce Manning, the CEO of the Great Southern Development Commission. The 
development commission held the money for and coordinated the construction of the Albany Entertainment 
Centre because we did not trust the City of Albany to hold the money. Under the proposed model, Bruce 
Manning will become just a little manager in Albany who sees how everyone is going instead of making the 
types of key decisions that he has been making for the past eight or 10 years. Some tremendous people work in 
the development commissions but a lot of their jobs will go to people in Perth. It is a similar situation to what 
occurred with the Department of Agriculture and Food. The National Party said the same thing about providing 
jobs in the country. The Minister for Agriculture and Food is a National Party member. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Does the minister know what the motion is? 

Mr D.T. Redman: I certainly do. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: What does it say? 

Mr D.T. Redman: It talks about development commissions, but you are talking about the Department of 
Agriculture and Food. 

THE ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman): Order, members! The member for Albany is making a 
speech. He is entitled to make his speech in the way that he sees fit. As long as he is speaking within reason to 
the amendment, I will allow it. If the minister wishes to raise another issue, he can do so. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. It is good to see that someone has a good idea of what is 
going on instead of the pretend speaker who likes to make decisions from his chair; he is a typical schoolteacher. 
There are a few other schoolteachers here. 
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Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I ask that the member withdraw his remark about teachers in Western Australia because he 
was making accusations about what a typical schoolteacher might be in reference to his perception about how I 
behave. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is obvious that there is no need to withdraw. The minister is merely trying to make a 
political point and get it into Hansard. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: There is no point of order. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I did not realise that the minister was so temperamental. 

Royalties for regions is a great idea, but it is no good having royalties for regions if the government takes all the 
workers out of the regions. A perfect example of that is the Department of Agriculture and Food. The 
government has absolutely drained the staff from Albany. All those people who had families either had to 
transfer to Perth or were made redundant. The same thing will happen with the development commissions. 

Point of Order 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Mr Acting Speaker, I ask that you bring the member back to the motion, which relates 
specifically to regional development commissions. The member is commenting about the Department of 
Agriculture and Food. I am happy to have that debate on another day, which is a different matter from this 
motion. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It was very clear from the plain words that the member for Albany used that he was 
drawing an analogy between the National Party’s neglect of the bush in respect of the Department of Agriculture 
and Food with the its demonstrated neglect of the development commissions. Anyone with commonsense who 
was listening to the member for Albany would have clearly understood the analogy that he was drawing between 
these two types of neglect by the National Party. I do not believe the minister should be allowed to use the 
standing orders to protect himself from the member for Albany drawing attention to this obvious neglect. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: There is no point of order.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I will get through this speech before the end of the night! 

That is very disappointing, because as I say, I agree with royalties for regions and the way it is being 
implemented in the regions, but we do not have people in the regions because they are losing their jobs and 
moving to Perth. This is a further example of the value of the development commissions. It was Liberal Party 
policy to get rid of the development commissions. When the Premier was on this side of the house, he was quite 
critical of the development commissions, and I just wonder which tail is wagging the dog. 

I forgot to mention earlier some very important people from my electorate. The Relay for Life is coming up, and 
we have a group called the Fairy Slappers. The Fairy Slappers are a group of ladies who got together because — 

An opposition member: I’m glad you’re explaining it! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I am an honorary member! One of their friends died from cancer, so these ladies got 
together to raise money for charity, and they raised $32 000, so they are doing a tremendous amount of good for 
the community. I will read out their names: Dani Lynch, Sue Bassett, Leeanne Anning, Jane Guelfi, Sue 
Loveridge, Kathy Flint, Maria Scamozzi, Kylie Fletcher, Sharon Anderson, Di Binet, Jude Want and Bec 
Thompson. The Relay for Life will be on again in April, and I know that they will all be down there. 

I would also like to put in a plug for the WA Police force. On Saturday night, we had the Valentine’s — 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman): Member for Albany, I remind you that we are debating an 
amendment here, and I would like you to come back to that amendment. I gave you some latitude earlier. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: This is a very important part of our region! This is the last thing I will say. I am sure that 
the Acting Speaker would like me to talk about how the police and citizens youth centre raised $7 000 on 
Saturday night. The people working in the kitchen were Kathy and Lester Rose, who never fail to deliver quality 
food and catering. I will also mention Joanne Rose, Kelly Waterhouse, Kathy Green, Theresa Kramer, Dana 
Stanton, Terry Eaton and Rosie Eaton. Terry is the PCYC — 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I am waiting for you to tie these names back to the amendment 
we have before us. If you cannot get it back to that, I am going to sit you down. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: When I went to the development commission the other day, I was talking to Bruce 
Manning about what happened at the PCYC on Saturday night, and the $7 000 raised. There was also Tanya 
Crabtree, David Flick, Michael Lynch — 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Albany, can you please take your seat! 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie–Preston) [3.43 pm]: I return to the subject of the development commissions! I feel 
it is my duty to speak very strongly in favour of retaining the development commissions after being approached 
by every shire in my electorate. They all felt that there was a problem and that decision making would be shifted 
away. There might be a board or a group of people in the country, but the city boffins will make the ultimate 
decisions. That is something that concerns me. I am also concerned about people building castles. I believe that 
the minister is perhaps trying to do that so that he will not have to travel to those castles because he lives in 
Perth. It is something that really concerns me. Obviously, in the short time that he has been living in Perth, he 
has lost touch with what country people want and why they elected him. They thought they would get a person 
who would represent the country areas very strongly, but this does not seem to be the case. Each of the shires in 
my electorate have put forward their concerns to me about what is happening here: the decision-making 
processes and the feel for what is needed in country areas being taken to the city. That has really got up their 
noses. The member for Blackwood–Stirling was not at the very important meeting in Manjimup the other day 
about what is going to happen in his community in the future; he did not bother to take the time to turn up. 
Concerns were raised at that meeting. They knew on the Thursday that there would be a presentation about what 
can and cannot be accessed for timber workers and small business. They drew up a petition, which they took to 
the function on Thursday. Did the member for Blackwood–Stirling attend Thursday’s meeting? 

Mr D.T. Redman: No, I didn’t. I was in town on Friday in response to the timber industry challenges. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: He did not go to the Thursday meeting or the Wednesday meeting, so he missed two 
meetings. Still, I suppose he got one out of three. Those people were expressing their concerns about the 
decision-making processes for their community being taken away. The shire president said that it was one of the 
worst decisions that he had heard of and that it would damage country areas. It shows that there is some real 
empathy for the South West Development Commission. I cannot speak for some of the other development 
commissions, but if they are not up to standard, bring them up to standard. If some of them are not doing the 
right job, let us get in there, fix them up and give them some funding, which is probably the first thing they 
would need to lift them up so they can move forward. I am talking about funding for staff. 

To give members an idea of what happened at that meeting, I will read a petition that was drafted but did not 
conform with the standing orders of this place. Unfortunately, the minister was unable to do anything with it, but 
I will read it out because I think it is relevant to what is happening today. It states — 

To: 

The Minister for Regional Development — Hon Brendon Grylls MLA 

The Minister for Blackwood–Stirling — Hon Terry Redman MLA 

We, the undersigned hereby express our concerns with the proposal to centralise the nine development 
commissions to the metropolitan area. Concerns include: 

• Centralising all the agencies abolishes the vital opportunity for regional accessibility, i.e. 
people that wish to have input in regional issues will have to travel to the metropolitan area to 
meet staff. The agencies are a strong vocal advocates for the region and their loss will have a 
negative impact. 

• There are grave concerns that centralisation would see a decrease in funding in the region, due 
to the lack of local input and control of funding. The concerns are especially great for smaller 
projects that may be overlooked with centralisation. 

• SWDC has proven its social and economic value and we should not risk this loss by reducing 
their capabilities. 

That came from the minister’s own electorate; he tabled the petition because it did not conform with the standing 
orders for petitions, but I am glad to have been able to bring it out and show it to members. I am sure that he was 
very happy that it did not conform with the standing orders, because it would be quite embarrassing for him as it 
came from his own area. There is a push to take back control of those communities and the way in which they 
work to achieve their objectives. This is to the detriment of all those areas.  

Reference has been made to providing assistance to people in those areas. Last year 30 different events received 
seed funding, and $5 million in grants was provided through the development commissions. Why are we taking 
that sort of economy away from these areas? These are people who understand their own requirements and can 
put their grant applications together. They can talk directly to the South West Development Commission to have 
their grants approved or the funding changed around to suit. Why would that be taken away? I just do not 
understand the logic of that at all. It is something that is very visible, and people are talking in the streets about 
what is being taken away from country towns at the same time as we are talking about super towns; talk about 
give a thing, take a thing! Gee! It is just confusing for people. 
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The chief executive officer of the Bunbury Wellington Economic Alliance, Matt Granger, said that he was — 

… concerned the new structure was the first step in the regional development commission becoming 
like other regional branches of a government department — bound by the top-down, Perth-based 
authority.  

“It is hard not to see that as a move to reduce autonomy at a regional level.”  

That is a comment from the CEO of one of the strongest lobby groups in the south west, and one that is also 
funded by government so I suppose that will be gone as well next year because he dared to speak against the 
government.  

That organisation has published a paper called “Roads to Export”, and if anyone wants to read about being on 
the front foot and doing things the right way, that is the paper to read. They are concerned because the South 
West Development Commission’s ability to have input will be taken away, and that project will fall away. I 
think it is a very good paper, and the South West Development Commission should get the credit it deserves, 
because once control is moved to the city, it will disappear. Why will it disappear? Because Mr Grylls is reported 
as stating — 

… the submissions showed the commissions were well-loved in the country but not respected as key 
stakeholders by the heads of government departments located in Perth.  

That is a very, very important issue. Why do the heads of government departments in Perth not like it? Because 
they do not like the south west having the autonomy to make its own decisions; these grabbers down this end 
want to make decisions for people in country areas. We should not allow that to happen. It comes through loud 
and clear that the minister understands what it is about, but I believe he wants this so that he can go to Dumas 
House, or one of those places and say, “I don’t have to travel down there; the commission is here. Can you send 
an email out to those people in the south west? They’ll live with it.” It will not happen.  

What will happen is that people will get angry, and we are two years away from the ballot box. Believe me, there 
will be change. I am talking about the south west alone now when I say how angry people are, from the CEOs 
and councillors, right the way through. We need autonomy in the south west for the little things. For example, 
this was the eighty-fourth year, I think, of the Collie–Donnybrook bike ride, and it received funding of $3 000 or 
$4 000 to help run that historic event that could have fallen away. It was not a great deal of money, but those 
things need local knowledge. If that request had come to Perth, it would have been buried. Firstly, the paperwork 
would have been higher than this bloody room; and, secondly, nobody would have known what it was, and 
people would have been asking, “What’s the Collie–Donnybrook bike ride? It might be historic, it might have 
been going for 84 years, but what is it?” It was probably, at one stage, the biggest pushbike race in Western 
Australia. They are the type of things we will lose along the way. 

Another area in which the South West Development Commission has helped—I have utilised its help myself—is 
skilled migration. That is an area that is very confusing and very hard to negotiate without assistance. I am 
ashamed of myself for forgetting the lady’s name, because she was absolutely excellent on skilled migration. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Ask the member for Albany; he’ll know her name! 

Mr P.B. Watson: I’ve got a few names I haven’t mentioned! 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: He will probably have five of them!  

That is the sort of work done at a grassroots level. These people were tradesmen who were going to be sent home 
because their visas had run out, but they were needed on the job. That is the sort of work that I do not think is 
seen by some of the people who are making these decisions. Every day we read in the paper about what skills 
areas we need and the need for tradesmen and those sorts of people, and the people of the development 
commission are helping to get it done. The development commission also provides seed funding and collaborates 
with business communities to get things done, and the community is concerned that will be diminished or gone 
altogether. The Premier spoke to me in the corridor the other day about Perdaman Industries. They may be up 
and running in Collie, but they received lot of support from the South West Development Commission with the 
toing and froing necessary to get a big business off the ground. That development commission is going to be 
taken away, and a board is going to be put there. The mind boggles why any country person, or any country 
politician, would want it removed. We hear all the time the old story that they have been stacked with different 
people, and this one gets sacked and that one gets sacked with a change of government. I am not concerned 
about that. What I am concerned about is losing our autonomy and the drive to go forward from the regions. I 
find that very difficult to understand coming from people who brag about being part of the regions.  

My friend David Smith, the Mayor of Bunbury, called it “the most retrograde step in all of my time in public 
life.” And he has been in public life for a very long time. He is a well-respected person who has been around for 
a long time and seen the changes over the years, and he is still on the front foot trying to get change in Bunbury, 
although there are a few problems down there. They are the sorts of comments that are being made. Where else 
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can we go than this place to beg the National Party, which is driving this change and saying that the development 
commissions should be diminished, demolished, pulled down, made smaller, and run from the city?  

The other thing that concerns me is that Hon Wendy Duncan was supposed to put a presentation on the 
development commissions to the Western Australian Local Government Association, but it was pulled. I wonder 
why it was pulled? It was certainly for a political line, in my view. She was scared, or worried about the reaction 
she was going to get, which would have been made public. 

Mr D.T. Redman: Rubbish! Rubbish! Hon Wendy Duncan can mix it with the best.  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I am not criticising the woman. 

Mr D.T. Redman: It sounds like it. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I am talking about the process, and why her presentation to WALGA was pulled. Why 
was that? It can only come back to her being embarrassed in public, because all the shire representatives would 
have come out and told her that the wrong thing was being done. 

Mr D.T. Redman: Or a conspiracy theory from the opposition.  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: There is no conspiracy; it is happening. That is the point I am making.  

This is a very, very sensitive issue for some people who have minor margins in their electorate, now that there 
are new rules within the Labor Party about who we will give our preferences to, and because of the boundary 
changes that will be made. I would be thinking very closely about this, because those changes will impact very 
much on the political make-up into the future. 

The other thing that concerns me is not exactly about the commissions, but the Bunbury Mail of 16 February had 
a story that stated — 

The West Australian Local Government decision is set to make a final ruling on a list of 
recommendations that will see councillor numbers reduced — 

Fine—but then comes the sting — 

and stricter controls on who can stand for local government this month. 

So we are now not only having things taken away, but also we are going to tell people who can be on the 
councils and who can stand for council. What sort of government is this?  

Mr C.J. Barnett: Criminal convictions. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: It is in the paper—read it! It has to be true; it is in the paper!  

Mr C.J. Barnett: It’s the same standards as this Parliament. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: Well, it does not say that. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: That is what it will be.  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: The way I read that is, people could be excluded because of their race or colour, or where 
they have worked previously.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: Criminal convictions.  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I am telling country people to beware of this government, because it is going to snatch it 
away; and if it does not and cannot snatch it, it will scrape it away slowly, and then, finally, country people will 
find out it has all gone and they will say, “Why aren’t we making decisions? What happened to royalties for 
regions? What happened to the decision making in the regions?” The government is after that decision making 
being done in the city, and we should be very aware of that and support the regional development commissions.  

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [4.00 pm]: I have been listening to this debate and I have come to the 
conclusion that the members who have spoken up to now probably have not read the report titled “Structuring 
Regional Development for the Future: A Review of the Functions and Responsibilities of Regional Development 
Commissions”. I may be wrong. Certainly, the report that I read does not sound anything like the report they 
have been talking about. The report suggests a couple of quite worthwhile changes to make the regional 
development commissions work better. One change is to move their back-office functions to head office. We all 
know that in the Pilbara and the Kimberley it is hard to get staff. Members can talk to their colleagues who have 
electorate offices in the Kimberley or the Pilbara and ask them how easy it is to attract electorate office staff! 
They cannot attract those people for the $40 000 or $50 000 a year they are paid. It is exactly the same for the 
commissions with those basic administrative functions.  

Mr P.B. Watson: Every job in Albany is filled! 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: They can get staff in Albany, but not in the Pilbara or the Kimberley. 
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This report also contains a suggestion that we standardise the boundaries of government departments. This 
would almost be a revolution for government administration in Western Australia. I think it would be one of the 
best things we could do in the longer term for Western Australia. There is no doubt that the development 
commission boards would be smaller, but there is no question that local boards would be retained. The report 
states that the head office will be in Perth initially. I take that to mean that within a few years it will be moved 
out of Perth. The report indicated that all the commissions were short of staff, so it is sensible to consider 
moving functions—if it is not particularly important where they are carried out—into the city, as more staff are 
available there. For example, member for Albany, the decision might be made to shift the headquarters of the 
commission to Albany, since it is so easy to get people to work there! Overall, the report is about regional 
development and making government and planning more efficient. I urge all members to have a good, hard look 
at the report, because a lot of it is valuable. For members to drift off into talking about the number of councils 
that comprise local government authorities is a red herring. Members opposite should read the report, and they 
will see that it contains a lot that is sensible for regional development. Nobody in my electorate from local 
government or the commission has come to complain about this report. They have all accepted it. That is 
because we are a progressive go-ahead area.  

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah) [4.02 pm]: I remind the member for Geraldton that the reason 
Geraldton is now such a vibrant city is the work done by not only the previous government but also the Mid 
West Development Commission, which played a pivotal role in ensuring a number of those projects in Geraldton 
went ahead, including the landmark foreshore redevelopment. It was the strong local input by the then member 
for Geraldton and the development commission that progressed projects like that in the member’s region.  

One of the things I am very strongly supportive of in the report is the alignment of government department 
boundaries. That is easier said than done, though. One need only look at the Peel region. We now have no 
government department that has a common boundary with Peel. All the major government departments in the 
Peel overlap, most of them into the metropolitan area. The last one to go, which I opposed vehemently, went last 
year, and that was the Peel police district. Until last year, the Peel police district was the only government 
department that was defined by the Peel Development Commission’s boundaries. That has changed, and now we 
are part of the south metropolitan district. The Peel district is a very unique example of both how effective a 
commission can be and how it can be swallowed up by a centralised approach. That is the concern this 
amendment motion is specifically bringing to the attention of the house.  

I will briefly talk on the government department boundary issue in the Peel. We are part of what is now the 
South Metro Education Regional Office, which is now a massive district after changes were made by the 
Minister for Education. Previously the Peel region had its own district director who had a direct line to the 
director general and who was able to advocate for Peel because he intimately knew the issues for schools in the 
Peel. That layer of direct input has gone with the changes to the educational structure.  

Mr D.T. Redman: They are actually now under the senior executive.  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: No, they are not. The most senior person in the Peel area for education is middle 
management level. We do not have a district director who is able to argue and know his or her region and 
advocate for education needs for the region as a high level bureaucrat, a high-level representative for the area. 
He was positioned there; that position no longer exists. This has happened not only in the Peel but in some parts 
of the Minister for Agriculture and Food’s area, I understand. This is the problem. We now have what is more or 
less a super district director. The district director for the south metropolitan education area is responsible for 
something like 200 schools. I am meeting with her next week, and I will put to her the concerns I have. I have 
schools in my region that have some of the lowest retention rates and some of the highest bleeds of children from 
state education to the private sector. Very low socioeconomic indicators are permeating through to other 
socioeconomic problems that we face in the Peel, yet the government has taken away that very important voice 
at the table who can advocate for his or her schools at a regional level. That is what will happen, and what has 
happened.  

The Minister for Agriculture and Food will be down in Mandurah in less than two weeks—I hope he is coming. 
This is a real issue for the Peel, in particular. The minister should note that the education district does not align 
with the Peel boundary; the police do not; Main Roads does not and the Department of Water does not. We 
overlap. If people are south of Mandurah, they are dealt with by Bunbury, and if they are north of Mandurah they 
are dealt with by Perth. We in the Peel are almost cut in half. These are real issues. The recommendation on the 
boundaries may be very good, but I can tell the member for Geraldton that it is going to be very tough to 
achieve, because already this government has allowed police services in many parts to be amalgamated, or 
created, into bigger hub-type structures. That has been allowed to happen in education already, and I have just 
given members a classic example. It has happened under the jurisdiction of a National Party component to the 
government.  

Mr M.J. Cowper: Didn’t you move the health responsibilities into south metro?  
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Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Who did—me?  

Mr M.J. Cowper: The Labor government.  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: No. South Metropolitan Area Health Service has been the Peel and Kwinana–
Rockingham scheme since before I was elected to Parliament. The member for Murray–Wellington should be 
standing up and defending the Peel region Under the member’s government, the coppers have gone into the 
south metropolitan subregion and they should not have. I know that we have coppers from the Mandurah station 
being dragged up to the north. We have a fantastic police officer in charge of the Mandurah station. He is a 
brilliant bloke. I have been on patrol with him. I have a lot of respect and time for Bryce Scanlon, the 
superintendent. But the reality is that I am not necessarily confident at any time during the night that if a couple 
of cars in Mandurah have been called to a priority case within the subregion and outside of Mandurah, there will 
be another car, and hopefully more, on the road if something else happens.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Member for Mandurah, we are talking about relevance here, and 
you are talking about police.  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: With all due respect, Mr Acting Speaker, you might have been sat down earlier due 
to the very flagrant manner in which you were trying to mention in your speech most of the people who live in 
Albany. I am speaking directly to this issue. One of the recommendations in the report relates to the alignment of 
boundaries of government departments to fit in with the development commission boundaries. It is very relevant. 
I would hate to dissent from your ruling, Mr Acting Speaker, but I think I might be supported.  

We have already seen happen what we are warning the government about. It has happened in Peel. We have 
already seen the centralisation of power and loss of autonomy. This is what the member for Collie–Preston, the 
member for Albany and the member for Rockingham as spokespersons for regional development have been 
warning about. It is already happening. The saddest thing is that it has been happening under the National Party’s 
control. It controls whether the Liberal Party is in government and it has allowed it to do this. It would be 
wonderful if the Leader of the National Party was here to debate this. The Premier has told him that he never 
liked these development commissions and he has to do something about them. The Premier has told him to 
tweak them a bit so the government can control them more—centralise them but make it look as though the 
government is still giving them a regional favour. It is like a soufflé. All the ingredients have been added but it is 
not doing its job. All I am saying to the National Party members is that that is what has happened. 

I am surprised that reference to the termination of the Peel Development Commission is not in the report because 
I was expecting it. That is the biggest threat that we face in the Mandurah–Peel area.  

Mr T.K. Waldron: The Peel Development Commission’s been fantastic. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: It is absolutely magnificent. I am a strong supporter of it, and I have always been. 
That is the fear I always had if a Liberal–National government came to power. I will be watching that carefully.  

I conclude by commenting on a really important issue that the member for Collie nailed in his speech. The fact is 
that within our communities and the regions the development commissions have the capacity—this has evolved 
for a number of them over the past number of years—to focus on the key issues for that particular region. These 
development commissions were originally set up as economic development commissions. They were essentially 
set up to primarily play the role of the development of the local or regional economy. One of the things we found 
with the Peel is that to do a lot of the important economic development, we needed to understand far greater the 
mechanics of the region—the people, the education background, the capacity and the need to build capacity. 
Before we came to government in 2001, the Peel Development Commission said, “We have to make sure we 
know what our social indicators are. What are some of the issues that affect the people of Peel and what is 
holding them back in terms of developing as a vibrant region that sustains employment, provides appropriate 
services and ensures that the region can build as a vibrant place to live?” The focus changed. It included a focus 
on the socioeconomic effects and some of the social issues that face the region. The commission was able to lead 
that. I do not believe that could have happened had we had what was being proposed through this change by the 
government. I honestly believe it is taking away that direct autonomy for the region to establish its priorities and 
then have those actions and targets that relate to those projects or priorities get up as issues for government. It is 
probably the greatest politicisation of the structure now.  

Mr D.T. Redman: You guys had political appointments in those offices. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I ask the minister to name some of the political appointments in Peel. One of the 
longest serving chairmen of the Peel Development Commission, who has now passed away, is the late Owen 
Tuckey. We would not call the late Owen Tuckey a card-carrying member of the Labor Party. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: He was a very, very nice man.  
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Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: He was; he was a great bloke. He was absolutely passionate about the region. While 
in government, the Labor Party supported people such as him holding those positions. That is one example. 
There are a number of examples of former chairs, current chairs, former members and current members. 

Mr D.T. Redman: But what about term-of-government employees who were in those offices who were political 
appointments? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Term-of-government employees? 

Mr D.T. Redman: I know in the Albany office — 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: We did not have any in ours; they were all public servants. 

Mr D.T. Redman: You did. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I can honestly say they were not in the Peel office—not to my understanding.  

I conclude on that note because this notion has run its course. The fact is that if we want to see an example of 
what will happen under this new change, we have already seen it in the past couple of years in particular in the 
Peel district. There are now no government departments in the Peel district. I say to the Minister for Planning 
that there is no autonomy within the planning area. We have a planning office for the Peel region but it is not 
fixed within the boundaries in terms of a proposed alignment. The police does not, education does not and health 
does not. To my understanding or knowledge, Housing does not. It is in the southern zone. I think the 
government will dilute this even further. What has happened in Peel will be the template in the future under 
these new arrangements. It is very wrong and it is very correct of the opposition to bring that concern to this 
Parliament through this motion.  

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [4.18 pm]: I want to make 
some comments about this motion and highlight a few things that are very relevant. The first point that needs to 
be made is that this issue is a recommendation of a committee. A report has been tabled, which contains a series 
of recommendations. Decisions have not been made by the Liberal–National government relating to the report. 
Quite rightly, as oppositions do, this opposition has commented on a report that has been tabled and it will 
certainly have its views. There is a matter of interest out there, certainly in regional areas, about its position on 
the recommendations. I find it very difficult to sit here without a wry smile listening to opposition members talk 
from the high moral ground about their position on regional Western Australia when we are talking about what 
has happened. We need to look at the Labor Party’s record. Yes, development commissions were formed. They 
were formed by the last coalition government. We can put a little tick next to that one. When we look at the sort 
of resources that went into them, from memory when I was in opposition, we were talking about $20 million per 
year for the four-year forward estimates, which were the resources that nine development commissions had to 
divvy up around regional Western Australia to make a difference.  

The single biggest shift that has ever happened in Western Australia in support of the regions happened in this 
term of government through the Liberal–National government’s royalties for regions policy—the single biggest 
shift. Even the member for Albany stood in this place and said he supported royalties for regions. The task for 
members opposite is to come up with a policy that challenges that position. I find it quite remarkable that 
members opposite can sit on their high horse and try to take the high moral ground about decision making and 
the role the development commissions play in regional Western Australia to make a genuine difference in 
providing sustainable regional development. The history of this government in the short time it has been in office 
shows it can stand on two key issues among a raft of outcomes that royalties for regions has been able to deliver. 
Two significant projects in the north are the Ord–East Kimberly development, a significant project in regional 
Western Australia that had not moved under the Labor government. It is the single biggest shift in that 
development that has occurred for some time. The same applies to the Pilbara Cities project. We have overseen 
the single biggest shift in decentralising —  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Member, we are talking about the development commissions, 
not royalties for regions projects. Will you sit down when I am speaking, please.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. I beg your indulgence because a significant part of the 
funding the regional development commissions receive is royalties for regions funding. I draw your attention to 
that link, Mr Acting Speaker.  

Members opposite also face the challenge, politically, of where they stand on the Liberal–National government’s 
position around regional development commissions and royalties for regions. We hear the occasional comment, 
“Yes, I support royalties for regions”, but there is a push out there to try to undermine it, and they are having a 
struggle doing that. Earlier today, even the member for Forrestfield made a point about the fibreglass cows in the 
south west. The member for Rockingham stood up and talked about the great role the South West Development 
Commission played and that at one stage he was the Minister for South West and said, “Yes, we support this; 
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great people work down there and great people make decisions.” One of the decisions the same people we are 
talking about made through a local decision-making process —  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Planning, when you walk past someone who is talking to the Chair, you 
will acknowledge the Chair before you pass. Thank you.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.  

One of the decisions made at a local level was to put in place a unique marketing project that had nothing but 
success. I remember arriving at Perth Airport on my numerous trips to Perth from regional Western Australia, 
looking at one of the cows and talking to a young lady who was taking photos of one of her friends — 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister, we are not talking about cows; we are talking about the development 
commissions. I hope you get back to it, please.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I beg your indulgence, Mr Acting Speaking, in drawing the link to the South West 
Development Commission, which was the point raised by the member for Rockingham, and one of the decisions 
it made. I therefore believe I am on the topic of the amendment motion. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I will make that decision, minister.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The member for Rockingham has highlighted the huge value of the South West 
Development Commission, as he was Minister for South West at one stage. The member for Forrestfield has said 
that he did not like one of the decisions the commission made locally and, in fact, the role it took in that process. 
It is not hard to be a little confused about the position of members opposite about local decision making and 
development commissions.  

When we look at the history and the role those development commissions have played, we can see that they have 
played a strong local coordination role. The member for Mandurah is quite right in saying they have an 
economic role in pulling together the respective groups to get solid economic and sustainable outcomes going 
forward. They are a conduit for bringing together collective regional views and local ideas to try to make a 
difference in regional areas.  

Mr M.P. Murray interjected.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Absolutely. I believe when the opposition was in government, it filled roles in those offices 
with political appointments, and we will maintain that view. When we got into government, the fundamental 
difference was that we gave them some resources to spend. It is no darn good an organisation having $20 million 
over the four-year forward estimates to make a difference in regional Western Australia. The two and a half year 
history of this Liberal–National government has seen the biggest shift in support for regional Western Australia 
probably in the history of Western Australia. Members opposite are trying to take the high moral ground on a 
report that has not even gone to cabinet yet, and a government decision has not been made on it yet.  

Mr M. McGowan: Yes, it has.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Not in terms of a decision on a government position.  

Mr M. McGowan: Read the press release.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The report has certainly been tabled.  

Mr M. McGowan: The Premier and the minister will make the decision. Perhaps you should come back and 
argue it next week because you don’t know what you’re talking about. Put the minister on Skype and he can 
argue it.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: This Liberal–National government can stand soundly on its two and a half year record 
when we have probably quadrupled what members opposite achieved in eight years, when they were having a 
crack at running government in Western Australia, with little or no support for regional Western Australia.  

I come back to an earlier point. The Pilbara Cities project is one of the most strategic projects to support 
development in that region and to keep people living there. No-one would argue that. The development 
commission up there has played a role in that process, but the project has been managed out of the Perth office—
probably quite rightly. Likewise, the Ord–East Kimberley development has been managed out of a Perth office, 
with strong support locally and with the Kimberly Development Commission playing local roles. It is very 
important it does so. Hon Brendon Grylls gave a speech recently at a Committee for Economic Development of 
Australia conference in which he laid on the table some thinking around the south west about super towns. That 
will mean that the Pilbara Cities concept will be applied to regional Western Australia in the south west. I 
understand that even some early comments from the member for Collie–Wellington showed that he supported 
the principle of super towns and was probably struggling to come up with something to say to try to undermine 
it. I am sure people in regional Western Australia will embrace the concept and see a significant shift in their 
areas that they have not seen for a long, long time.  
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While I cannot speak for the Minister for Regional Development—he is not here—I can certainly have 
confidence that his position will be that there will not be a shift of staff to Perth. I can also have confidence that 
there will not be a diminution in decision making by the development commissions around resources. They play 
a sound role and I support that. I am certain that the minister aims to enhance local capacity to manage and direct 
resources to achieve a genuine and sustainable shift in regional Western Australia—a position that the Labor 
opposition was not able to achieve in eight years in government.  

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [4.26 pm]: I think it has been 
interesting today to hear some of the comments from members opposite. I think some good thoughts have been 
put forward, while some have probably been a little ill-informed. One thing I have learnt over the years is that 
no-one in this place knows everything—that is for sure. I think members opposite are jumping the gun. I can 
understand why they want to make points about the review. That is fine; they should do that. But they should 
remember, as the member for Blackwood–Stirling said, that a report of a review has come out, but that is a 
review; it has not been responded to and decisions have not been made. It is good to highlight some of the points. 
Members opposite are talking as though it is a done deal and all the recommendations will be implemented. Lots 
of reports are written —  

Mr M.P. Murray: It’s no good tackling the player after he has kicked the ball.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Right. The report refers to governance. The royalties for regions program links to the 
development commissions because the funding goes through the development commissions, so there is a very 
strong link there. Otherwise, they would not be able to operate as they have done over the past couple of years; 
namely, pretty well. A lot of good local projects have been implemented in country WA. But I think we need to 
look a little more widely at strategic projects that will benefit towns in regional WA with bigger projects that will 
require more money. I think we need to think more strategically. I think the background to that report refers to 
strategic thinking so that we maintain local input, the local government fund and funding for the development 
commissions, but we need to take a broader approach. To do that, we need proper governance. I am not saying 
that everything in the report will happen; it only makes recommendations. But we need to make sure we have 
strong governance throughout the regions and good accountability. When dealing with large amounts of 
money—we are dealing with very large amounts of money—we all know accountability is the key. We should 
take this report seriously. Obviously, the government will respond to it. 

The other thing mentioned was coordination. We can all talk about coordination round and round in circles. I 
think the nine development commissions have done a pretty good job. I will not knock development 
commissions, because I have worked with them closely, particularly in the last couple of years when they have 
been better resourced, which is a fact. As the member said, we had $20 million a year going out to regional 
development over four years and now we have so much more. There are 44 local governments in the Wheatbelt, 
which I represent, and the coordination and the amount of money meant that they were not really delivering. 
Local governments were trying their best, but they did not have the resources to deliver properly. That has been 
greatly improved through the allocation of funding. We now want to take another step, which I think is the right 
way to go.  

I was at a meeting in Narrogin the other night talking about the allocation of funding to a couple of good 
businessmen whose judgement I respect. I was able to explain to them that it is about not forgetting to maintain 
the local funding to do some of those smaller local programs, which are very important to local communities. 
There is also no doubt that the extra funding to development commissions through royalties for regions has made 
a huge difference. I know that while the Labor Party is in opposition it will always try to have a crack at royalties 
for regions—I do not blame it for that—and try to pull it down. Royalties for regions, development commissions 
and local government grants have really delivered to country WA. The problem is that the Labor Party realises 
how successful royalties for regions has been and it wishes it had thought of it. I know that after the last election 
and the week after that it was very much embraced.  

Dr A.D. Buti: You made the wrong decision!  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: History can judge that, but I think it is going pretty well. The problem, until that 
happened, was with one vote, one value. The Labor Party took it for granted that the National Party would be 
gone and therefore it did not have to invest in country WA. The Labor Party thought there was no need to invest 
because there would be only one or two National Party members here. But the Labor Party underestimated how 
much it took country people for granted. I want to give the member for Collie–Preston a pat on the back. He 
highlights that point sometimes and I listen, because our government needs to make sure that it never takes 
country people for granted. If we find ourselves doing that, we need to have a look at ourselves. That is what 
happened and we have replaced it with this system.  

I think we are jumping the gun. I understand the point the member is making. The report and the review are there 
and it is now for government to make the final decision. I think it is good that the member for Armadale has 
instigated this debate. I cannot support the motion because the motion is looking to the future and decisions that 
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have not been made. When the decisions are made, I am confident that this government will make a good 
decision that will give better governance and coordination. At the end of the day, members must remember that 
25 per cent of royalties goes to the regions. That has made a huge difference in regional WA. I know local 
country members on either side of the house recognise that and I appreciate their support for that. 

Amendment put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (22) 

Dr A.D. Buti Mr J.C. Kobelke Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Ms A.S. Carles Mr F.M. Logan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr M.P. Murray Mr C.J. Tallentire Ms R. Saffioti (Teller) 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr P.C. Tinley  
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mr A.J. Waddell  

Noes (25) 

Mr P. Abetz Mr M.J. Cowper Mr W.R. Marmion Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr F.A. Alban Mr J.H.D. Day Mr P.T. Miles Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.M. Francis Ms A.R. Mitchell Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mrs L.M. Harvey Dr M.D. Nahan Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 
Mr I.M. Britza Mr A.P. Jacob Mr C.C. Porter  
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr R.F. Johnson Mr D.T. Redman  
Dr E. Constable Mr A. Krsticevic Mr A.J. Simpson  

            

Pairs 

 Ms L.L. Baker Mr B.J. Grylls 
 Mrs C.A. Martin Dr K.D. Hames 
 Mr T.G. Stephens Mr J.J.M. Bowler 
 Mr D.A. Templeman Mr G.M. Castrilli 

Amendment thus negatived. 

Consideration Resumed 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [4.38 pm]: In recent weeks we have heard much about the bravery, courage 
and selflessness of our emergency services personnel. I think the plaudits and recognition are very well deserved. 
The sincerity and depth of these sentiments, however, will be put to the test later this year as both the police and 
career firefighters negotiate their wages. If the government in its ideological zeal seeks to erode hard-fought 
conditions; if the election commitment of the absent Brendon Grylls on regional housing for police serving in 
regional WA fails to materialise for yet another year; and if the wage offer does not reflect escalating household 
costs and charges, the government will be judged harshly. As part of these industrial negotiations it is likely that, 
especially in the case of police, personnel will be saying that they are expected to do more with less. I am getting 
increased feedback from a number of police stations, some of which are quite large, that their numbers are 
diminishing and are not sufficient to undertake the role that they need to undertake. I will use one police station 
as an example, but it is by no means an isolated example. I am very conscious not to disclose too many details 
about operational matters. When I ask questions about numbers in particular stations, it is always the standard 
practice to say that the figures will not be released because of operational reasons. Having said that, I make the 
point that there are a number of areas of high demand for police, and we very much lack front-line police where 
they are needed. For example, I am told that at Joondalup station, which is a large, 24-hour station, the numbers 
are down somewhere between six or seven police a shift. It is having to cope with five police per shift. That 
enables them to put only one van on the road and leave two sworn officers and one unsworn officer in the office. 
The reason for the numbers is that officers are away on sick leave, annual leave or maternity leave. That is a 
serious deficit for that large policing area. I will talk a bit more about why that has happened shortly. I can see 
that the minister is hanging on my every word. To some extent, this deficit may be due to a broken promise by 
the government.  

I think an emerging issue on the industrial front is the use of auxiliary officers for operational purposes. We have 
heard on many occasions that these were first introduced as a sleight of hand to obscure the fact that the 
government had broken its promise to deliver an additional 500 police officers in its term of government. We 
now know that the number will be only 350, with the shortfall of 150 being made up of auxiliary officers. 
Auxiliary officers are not trained to the same extent as fully sworn officers, and their duties are supposed to be 
confined to administrative tasks. If they start to perform operational duties that would be more properly 
undertaken by fully sworn and trained police, one could conclude that that is policing on the cheap. In this 
regard, I note with concern a recent development. I have heard that auxiliary officers are attending and going on 
site with fully sworn and trained officers when they raid clandestine laboratories. It may well be that they are 
there to record exhibits, but certainly in the debate on the issue in this place we were led to believe that the 
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officers would be doing the administrative tasks back at the office and certainly not in a dangerous situation such 
as that, which is definitely operational. Those auxiliary officers potentially will have to give evidence, for 
example, on the manner in which certain materials were seized, who was on the premises and so on, yet they 
have not had the same level of training about the evidentiary requirements that fully trained police officers have. 
On this front, there are three problems. First, it is sending people who are not fully trained into dangerous 
situations. Second, they are paid less than normal police officers, which is again policing on the cheap. Third, if 
we had those 150 real police that we were promised instead of the auxiliary officers, they would be able to help 
with the deficit that exists in places such as Joondalup. I think there are real questions to answer here. 

The second issue in this regard relates to housing in regional WA and in particular to National Party promises. It 
is very unfortunate the Leader of the National Party has other priorities than Parliament this week, but I hope that 
when he returns from Bali, rested and ready to go, he will take the opportunity to read this speech. Not only has 
the government broken its promises on the additional police officers that it intends to recruit in this term of 
government, but also the National Party campaigned very hard on regional housing at subsidised rents for police, 
nurses and teachers, and ultimately for fully subsidised housing. Not only has this not occurred, but rents are 
actually going up. 

The National Party has done something. It has brought in district allowances for some of these public servants in 
the north of the state, but it does not help people in your electorate of Albany, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. 
Watson). In fact rents are going up. Someone from your electorate, Mr Acting Speaker, told me that for people 
who are signing a new lease, rents are going up $200 a week and for an extension of rent, it is going up $10. Not 
only is the National Party breaking its promise on highly subsidised and Government Regional Officers’ 
Housing, and ultimately free housing, but also rents are going up in areas other than in the Pilbara and the 
Kimberley. That is very unfortunate. I know that the police are certainly very sad that that is occurring.  

I refer to an article by Jon Groves in this month’s WA Police News. Mr Groves is a very hardworking officer in 
Karratha—in fact, I think he appeared with the commissioner on a program on SBS recently in which he showed 
all the injuries that he had incurred in the course of his duties. He wrote — 

At the launch of the improved new District Allowance (D.A.) rates in Karratha in August 2010, I 
personally advised the minister — 

That is, Minister Grylls— 

that, we the Union, would still be holding him to account for his failed housing promise. During that 
conversation the Minister indicated to me that we should be entirely satisfied with the new District 
Allowances.  

Whilst the new District Allowance significantly improves matters in the far North of the State, there is 
very little if any benefit to the many hundreds of police families that have committed to living, and 
working in many other areas of Regional W.A. 

Mr Grylls readily conceded this point at that August launch, and it appears that Mr Grylls and his 
National party colleagues are now committed to selling out their grassroots supporters, in their 
traditional heartland electorates. 

I am sure that police officers in Albany, Esperance, and Merredin will seek little comfort from the fact 
that the promises made that influenced their vote have now been dropped, allegedly on the advice of an 
uninvolved trade union. 

Mr Grylls in his post election celebratory speech of November 2008, crowed to the party faithful that 
they will be rolling out the “Housing our Workforce” incentives after the New Year. I read that to mean 
in 2009, yet now in February 2011 we have seen nothing of the promise, but a whole swag of fibreglass 
cows and musical toilets flowing from the Royalties for Regions fund. 

And so it goes on.  

The government has also made significant promises about graffiti. I was about to accuse the Attorney General of 
being derelict in his duty, but today I received an answer to a question I asked on 24 November. It related to the 
much-heralded graffiti legislation that was passed in this Parliament in 2009. I asked the Attorney General how 
many convictions had been recorded under section 216(2) of the Criminal Code since the offence of selling 
graffiti material implements to children came into force. The answer came back —  

There have been no convictions recorded under s216(2) of The Criminal Code in which a person who 
sells a graffiti implement to a child commits an offence. 

No convictions! This is despite the fact that the Attorney General has put out a number of press releases, 
including “Liberal–National government doubles penalties for graffiti”, “Graffiti and hoons targeted as State 
Government cracks down on crime” and “Graffiti vandals now face up to two years in jail”. That is the outcome 
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of that legislation. We actually said at the time it was debated that we believed that that particular section was of 
little utility, and it appears we may well have been right. Nevertheless, we have the press releases, so we cannot 
say that it was all in vain. 

Speaking of graffiti, members who drive north along Mitchell Freeway will observe a footbridge across the 
freeway at Greenwood. One can discern across that footbridge that graffiti close to the road has been removed. 
However, in the centre of the bridge, over the railway line, graffiti has been left there for some weeks on end. 
We all know that one of the fundamental principles of graffiti is to remove the product of the vandalism swiftly 
so that the vandals cannot admire their work. I inquired why the graffiti in the middle of the bridge had been left 
untouched while the graffiti just a few metres either side of it had been expeditiously cleaned. It appears that the 
Department of Transport has service level agreements with the relevant local government authority. In other 
words, the Department of Transport tasks the local government authority to get out there and clean off the 
graffiti. However, the middle section of the footbridge is the bailiwick of the Public Transport Authority, which 
does not have a service level agreement with the City of Joondalup and so it has not been cleaned. The Western 
Australian Local Government Association is very keen for the government to have a universal application of 
these service agreements so that anomalous situations such as this one do not occur. It must be said that the 
current situation is irrational and ludicrous and needs to be remedied without further delay. WALGA has also 
advised me that although it sits on the so-called Graffiti Taskforce, a number of the recommendations of that task 
force, which is referred to glowingly in the Attorney General’s press release, have been rejected by the expert 
committee and the government has not followed a number of its recommendations. We need a better coordinated 
response to graffiti. 

I would be derelict in my duty as shadow Minister for Road Safety if I did not talk about the road toll. The road 
toll for this year—I know there are peaks and troughs—is double what it was last year. That is a matter of some 
concern. It will be two years in March since the Minister for Road Safety launched the much heralded Towards 
Zero road safety strategy, yet we are still waiting for funding for that strategy. In particular, road funding is 
essential. That is one of the elements of the Towards Zero road safety strategy. Safer roads are important. Road 
funding has been cut under this government and I believe we are seeing the outcome of that. Another thing I 
should mention in this regard is that what road funding is available needs to be spent where the accidents are 
occurring. I understand that the government is about to enter into a state agreement with local governments for 
their state road funding. When doing that, the government must be mindful that 61 per cent of serious injuries 
and fatalities occur on local roads. 

While I am talking about road funding, it has been predicted that the increase in the number of speed cameras 
will substantially increase the revenue the government raises from speed and red-light cameras. I am still waiting 
for an answer to a question I asked the Premier in September, when he was the Treasurer, about how much 
revenue has been raised. I will raise that matter again next week if I have not seen the figures. We advocate 
allocating 100 per cent of those funds to road safety purposes. I have introduced a private member’s bill into this 
place to set up a road trauma victims’ support service. There has not yet been any indication from the 
government of whether it will support that bill. Two major advocates for that bill are Glenda and Alan Maloney. 
They sent an email to the minister in January, which I will read to members — 

Dear Mr Johnson, 

As you are aware for the past three years we and now others are endeavoring to establish a dedicated 
and holistic Road Trauma Support Unit for Western Australia. 

We greatly appreciate the $35.000 funded by the Road Trauma Trust Fund which has enabled the 
commencement of the contract to investigate mechanisms and costs associated with establishing said 
unit. 

Research by Edith Cowan University will be completed by the end of the financial year and a proposed 
model will be presented to the Road Safety Council. 

[Member’s time extended.]  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: The letter continues — 

On the 18/11/2010 The Hon. Margaret Quirk introduced a Bill to amend the Road Safety Council Act 
2002 to allow monies from the Road Trauma Trust Fund to be used for a long overdue unit in our state. 

Revenue from Speed and Red Light cameras are expected to be $119 million by 2012/13. The RTTF 
retains 1/3 of this, a significant increase on previous years. 

We implore the coalition to have a bipartisan outlook on this matter. Obviously when the RTTF was 
established Post Trauma issues were not taken into account, this amendment to the Bill could rectify the 
gap that exists. 
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I too add to the Maloney’s plea for the government to take a bipartisan approach to this. The first thing that must 
happen before the unit is established is an amendment to the Road Safety Council Act so that the purposes for 
which the road trauma trust fund moneys can be applied can extend to this very valuable service. In my second 
reading speech, I outlined what that service does. It operates in other jurisdictions and I believe that the victims 
and relatives of victims of road trauma need to receive the same level of service here. Glenda and Alan Maloney 
have done an excellent job, but being advocates for other victims who are in the same situation is a heavy weight 
to bear. I think that they would very readily surrender that mantle once they are satisfied that such a service has 
been established. 

I will briefly mention school crossings. It seems that after every term and every school year goes by, there is still 
no clarity about the circumstances of school crossings. The minister held a review in mid-2009 and put a 
moratorium on making any changes until that review was finished. That review has finished and it appears that 
things might have moved on now because decisions have been made and schools have been notified that they are 
no longer entitled to a manned crossing. However, there has not been a public announcement and I am still at a 
loss to know whether the minister intends to change the current policy. In the meantime, the minister quite 
rightly points out that police are being used to fill in for crossing guards who are absent, which is not the optimal 
use of their time. I would be very pleased if the minister could make a public announcement, because we all get a 
lot of queries about the current situation regarding school crossings. I am not sure whether the situation is in 
limbo or whether the brave new world is coming whereby we have only traffic lights. Whatever it is, we would 
like to know about it and not be kept in the dark. 

The first of the final two matters I will talk about is privatisation, especially for policing. When I was researching 
this matter, I came across something I said in my inaugural speech. It is a bit long, but I think it is just as relevant 
today as it was a decade ago. Last week was the tenth anniversary of my election to this place, and of the 
election of many other members, including you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson). With the indulgence of 
the house, I will read the part that relates to the privatisation of police — 

… it is my considered opinion that government should bear the principal responsibility for policing. 
Trends over recent years, which have eroded this responsibility, should not be encouraged. The 
collective will of the people of Western Australia is to have a highly professional, well-trained and 
intelligently deployed public Police Service. To do otherwise is to erode accountability and, more 
fundamentally, the standard of service delivery that is demanded. We must resist the trend which has 
occurred in the United States, where private security guards now outnumber publicly employed police 
personnel.  

This is by no means a new concept.  

This is something the Premier might like — 

Adam Smith in his seminal work An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations — 

I suspect he has a copy under his pillow — 

wrote some 200 years ago that the administration of justice was an area in which government had a key 
role to play. He asserted that government alone had the means to expend the moneys necessary to 
protect the whole of society.  

Having accepted that policing is a government responsibility, we nevertheless need to manage our 
police resources intelligently. Changing circumstances and conditions might mean that police personnel 
need to be redeployed and priorities reassessed. Although that is a matter for the Commissioner of 
Police and his management team, he should do so having regard to community concerns and 
expectations. It is the role of the Government to articulate those concerns to him.  

While on the issue of police resources, I must make the observation that tougher, more targeted 
legislation will impact on crime rates only if sufficient means are given to use those new powers. 

These remarks were made at that time in the context of the trend of local governments to deploy private security 
patrols because there was a general dissatisfaction with police patrols in our suburbs. Now I think there are some 
broader challenges. There was recently a debate in Karratha about a mining company that pays the salary of one 
police officer to undertake work on community crime prevention. I understand that once the Gorgon project is up 
and running, it will pay for a police station and a police presence on Barrow Island. We heard last year that 
companies whose operations border the notorious Coalfields highway make contributions so that additional 
police traffic patrols can be conducted.  

I appreciate that in all those cases there is some acknowledgment that the activities of those companies have 
generated additional work for police and that they feel they should make a contribution. However, policing, and 
lack of resources, often involves competing priorities, and in the absence of transparency in these commercial 
arrangements, police could be open to allegations that they give priority to those who have made a financial 
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contribution rather than to operational imperatives. We will certainly be watching this development in 
Parliament this year and will make the government justify the necessity for entering into these commercial 
arrangements. 

As a general proposition, Western Australians believe that there are some services that are core and should never 
be privatised, and policing is one of them. Policing is an essential community service and should be run to a 
standard, not for a profit. These services need to be available to all Western Australians, not just those who can 
afford to pay. Central to this concern is the need for accountability and redress. If privatised, the chain of 
responsibility is too weak. No-one is more aware of this issue than I am, and there must be the possibility of 
close ministerial oversight. The buck needs to stop with the minister. 

Finally, on the issue of accountability and the fact that this government is arrogant and rides roughshod over 
community concerns, I want to be a little more parochial and mention an incident in my electorate. The 
properties of some residents of Moffat Place in Warwick back onto a car park at the Warwick train station. Two 
of the residents contacted my office in January after receiving correspondence from a community relations 
officer with the Public Transport Authority. They were advised that construction work was due to commence 
early in 2011 on an extension of the car park. In common with most people in my electorate, I am very pleased 
that the car park is being extended, but the problem is that these properties share a dividing fence with the car 
park. Previously there was a row of trees and shrubs, creating a buffer zone between the car park and the fence 
line. The trees and shrubs have been either removed or allowed to die off, and the plan is for additional car 
spaces in those areas, so the car park will extend all the way to the fence line. Residents—there are about eight 
houses affected—say that they were offered no consultation by the PTA. They have written to me to voice their 
concerns, which include increased noise pollution, increased pollution from vehicles, increased security risks, 
and problems with insurance claims when there is damage to the fence. They say that they will be liable for all 
claims, rather than it being on a shared basis as for normal suburban fence claims, because the PTA is a public 
authority. Residents want a limestone wall to be built as a buffer between the fence line and the car park.  

My office contacted the minister’s office by email on 2 February 2011, requesting a meeting between residents 
and representatives of the PTA. We were advised on 8 February that the minister’s office had sought information 
from the PTA concerning the issues raised by the constituents and would provide a written response to me in the 
near future. The minister’s office also advised that the community relations officer with the PTA had been 
consulting directly with affected residents to discuss their concerns.  

I queried when that response might be forthcoming, and was advised that it would be early the following week; 
we still have not received the response. I contacted the PTA to request a briefing, and that was refused on the 
basis that there was a “ministerial” on foot. I was further advised that the PTA community relations officer had 
spoken personally to every resident who had emailed or written, and had no intention of having a public meeting 
or facing a “hostile” group of residents who were clearly “one-sided”. The same community relations officer 
wrote a letter to one of the residents to say that lights and CCTV would be repositioned and that some of the 
landscaping redone, but that the PTA would not replace the fence. Residents are very keen to have a joint 
meeting with the PTA, but say that the PTA has refused all their requests.  

As I said, I know that parking at the Warwick station is very welcome for many local residents, but the PTA’s 
arrogance with particular residents is extraordinary. It is extraordinary for someone who is paid as a community 
relations officer to refuse to attend a public meeting with a maximum of probably 15 people. The concerns of the 
residents are legitimate and reasonable, and I do not know why they are being treated with such contempt. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House). 

House adjourned at 5.07 pm 

__________ 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 
 

COST-OF-LIVING IMPACTS ON SENIORS — MODELLING 

3823. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Premier 

I refer to comments made by the Director General of the Department of Communities on 20 July that modelling 
relating to direct cost-of-living impacts on seniors was undertaken by the Department of Premier and Cabinet, 
and I ask, can the Premier advise whether any modelling relating to direct cost-of-living impacts on seniors is 
being conducted by the Department of Premier and Cabinet; and 

(a) if yes, can the Premier provide: 

(i) the modelling that was undertaken; 

(ii) the cost of this modelling; 

(iii) the names of staff and public servants who were deployed to undertake this modelling; and 

(iv) any actions or recommendations that have occurred because of this modelling; and 

(b) if no, can the Premier advise whether any modelling relating to direct cost-of-living impacts on seniors 
is being conducted by any Western Australian government department or agency? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

The Department of Premier and Cabinet is not conducting any modelling relating to direct cost of living impacts 
on seniors. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICERS — CONTACT WITH DEAN SMITH OR ENHANCE CORPORATE PTY LTD 

3827. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

Could the Premier advise if his Chief of Staff, or any other ministerial staff, have had any contact with Mr Dean 
Smith, or a representative of Enhance Corporate Pty Ltd, since 23 September 2008; and 

(a) if yes, which ministerial staff met with Mr Dean Smith or a representative of Enhance Corporate Pty 
Ltd; 

(b) if yes, what were the dates of the contact(s) or meeting(s);  

(c) if yes, what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact(s) or meeting(s); and 

(d) if yes, were other people present during the contact(s) or meeting(s); and  

(i) if yes, what were the names of those people present? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

The following response is for contact from Monday 1 March 2010 to Friday 1 October 2010, for contact prior to 
this time, please see LC Question on Notice 1544-1589; 1094-1139 and 821-866. 

I have met with Dean Smith and Bruno Camarie at my electorate office on Tuesday 13 July 2010 to discuss 
Freeway Service Centres. 

I have not formally met with Mr Dean Smith or a representative of Enhance Corporation Pty Ltd at any other 
time in my Ministerial or Electorate Office although I may have met Mr Smith or a representative of Enhance 
during the course of other events such as irregular social occasions. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICERS — CONTACT WITH HON BARRY MACKINNON 

3861. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

Could the Premier advise if his Chief of Staff, or any other ministerial staff, have had any contact with Mr Barry 
MacKinnon since 23 September 2008; and 

(a) if yes, which ministerial staff met with Mr MacKinnon; 

(b) if yes, what were the dates of the contact(s) or meeting(s); and  

(c) if yes, what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact(s) or meeting(s)?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

The following response is for contact from Monday 1 March 2010 to Friday 1 October 2010, for contact prior to 
this time, please see Legislative Council Question on Notice 1544-1589; 1094-1139 and 821-866. 
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Other than meeting informally or socially from time to time, no staff have met with Mr MacKinnon in his 
capacity as a lobbyist. 

SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE — EMPLOYEE NUMBER 

3930. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

What was the total number of members of the Senior Executive Service as at 1 September 2010? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Public Sector Commissioner advises: 

The total number of Senior Executive Service as at 1 September 2010 was 411. 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE — INFORMATION PRIOR TO 23 SEPTEMBER 2008 

3959. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Premier 

I refer to the answers provided to Questions on Notice Nos 3481 and 3482, where it was noted that the Liberal 
National Government came into office on 23 September 2008 and, as such, cannot provide answers relating to 
the previous Government’s administration. I seek clarification with the following questions: 

(a) is it standard policy for the Government to not answer questions on notice seeking information prior to 
23 September 2008; 

(b) is it standard policy for the Government to not answer questions on notice seeking historical data; 

(c) can the Premier confirm that, if questions on notice are asked about historical police data, these 
questions will be answered; 

(d) can the Premier confirm that, if questions on notice are asked about historical mining tenements data, 
these questions will be answered; 

(e) can the Premier confirm that, if questions on notice are asked about historical education and school 
statistics, these questions will be answered; 

(f) given that Questions on Notice Nos 3481 and 3482 relate to departmental information, can the Premier 
advise why they were not answered for the time period prior to 23 September 2008; and 

(g) if it is standard policy for the Government to not answer questions on notice seeking information prior 
to 23 September 2008, how does this reconcile with the Premier’s election promise to be more open and 
accountable? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(a)-(g) The Government answers questions on notice in an appropriate manner with an appropriate level of 
detail where possible. 

KIMBERLEY GAS PRECINCT — NEGOTIATION WITH TRADITIONAL OWNERS 

4017. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for State Development 

I refer to negotiations with traditional owners about the Kimberley Gas Hub and James Price Point, and I ask: 

(a) how many customers have shown interest in the gas hub; and 

(i) who are they; 

(b) what and how much State Government funding is the Kimberley Land Council (KLC) receiving to act 
on behalf of all traditional land owners in negotiations and native title; and 

(i) if not, does the Government expect to receive a report; and 

(c) has the Government received a report from Woodside about the hub’s operations; and 

(i) if yes, will the Government make the report available to the public and the KLC? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of State Development advises: 

(a)  In May 2009, the Department of State Development invited companies, via an Expression of Interest, 
for potential and future users to register their interest in James Price Point LNG Precinct.  In October 
2009, the State entered into a Preliminary Development Agreement with Woodside Energy Ltd, on 
behalf of their Browse JV partners.  ConocoPhillips, Inpex and Murphy Oil expressed interest as 
possible future proponents. 

(i)  As answered in part (a). 
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(b)  $15.6 million has been provided to the Kimberley Land Council since February 2009 to act on behalf of 
Traditional Owners in land access negotiations, and to undertake a range of other studies and 
consultations involving Traditional Owners. 

(i)  Not applicable. 

(c)  No. 

(i)  Not applicable. 

DERBY — POINT TORMENT PORT PROPOSAL 

4019. Mr E.S. Ripper to the State Development 

I refer to the Point Torment proposal 40 kilometres from Derby, and I ask: 

(a) what commitment has the State Government given to the Shire of Derby–West Kimberley to develop 
Point Torment; 

(b) when is a decision/commitment expected from Inpex relating to this proposal; 

(c) has the State Government budgeted for the $42 million for road upgrades and construction that will be 
required for the Port; 

(d) has a submission been made to Infrastructure Australia; 

(e) when can the Shire of Derby–West Kimberley expect construction to start; and 

(f) when will construction be completed? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of State Development advises: 

(a)  The State Government has undertaken to support and facilitate Inpex Browse Ltd in relation to land 
access and Aboriginal heritage matters relating to a proposal by Inpex Browse Ltd to establish a marine 
supply base near Point Torment. 

(b)  It is understood Inpex Browse Ltd is considering a range of options.  The timing of any announcements 
is a matter for the company. 

(c)  No. 

(d)  Yes.  A submission was included together with six others in Western Australia's submissions lodged in 
November 2009. 

(e-f)  Please refer to answer in part (b). 

MINISTERIAL RESOURCING REPORT — STAFF INFORMATION 

4110. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

I refer to the Premier’s decision to detail information concerning ministerial staff in a Ministerial Resourcing 
Report, and ask: 

(a) in the compilation of the quarterly reports, is any information gathered that is not released in the 
Ministerial Resourcing Report; and 

(i) if yes, what category of information is not reported? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises: 

(a) A range of information is not released including personal HR information such as public service start 
date, parental leave, LWOP, higher duties, car bay location identifiers and operational equipment such 
as PCs and printers. 

SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE — STAFF INCREASE 

4111. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

I refer to the Premier’s response to Question on Notice No. 2968 and ask in relation to the increase in the number 
of Senior Executive Service (SES) officers from 374 in September 2008 to 413 in May 2010: 

(a) in which agencies do the additional SES officers work; 

(b) what are the titles of the additional officers; 

(c) what is the total number of officers in the SES as of 30 September 2010; 
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(d) what are the titles of any new SES officers appointed between 1 June 2010 and 30 September 2010; and 

(e) in which agencies do these new officers work? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Public Sector Commissioner advises: 

(a-b)  In responding to this question it is noted that the information sought by the Member relates specifically 
to Senior Executive Service (SES) 'officers'. 

The figures reported on 30 September 2008 (374) and 25 May 2010 (413) are a snapshot of the total 
number of SES officers on those specific dates.  There were 109 appointments in the SES between 30 
September 2008 and 25 May 2010 which represents movements in and out of the SES.  These 
movements include appointments to new or existing positions (some of which were vacant in 
September 2008), transfers, transfers to 'other functions', promotions, secondments, resignations and 
terminations. 

The table lists details of all officer appointments in the SES between 30 September 2008 to 25 May 
2010. [See paper 3123.] 

(c)  The total number of officers in the SES as of 30 September 2010 is 410. 

(d-e)  The table lists details of 17 new officer appointments in the SES between 1 June 2010 and 
30 September 2010. [See paper 3123.] 

INDIGENOUS LAND COUNCILS — NEGOTIATIONS WITH GOVERNMENT 

4114. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for State Development 

Since 23 September 2008, has the Department of State Development contracted or engaged any company or 
individual to co-ordinate, facilitate or conduct negotiations or consultations with Indigenous Land Councils on 
behalf of the State, and if so: 

(a) what is the name of the company or individual; 

(b) for what project or purpose was the company or individual engaged; and 

(c) what was the cost of the contract or engagement? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of State Development advises: 

No. 

(a)-(c) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — TV AND RADIO ADVERTISING 

4138. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

(1) What TV or radio advertising is the Premier’s agency running or planning to run? 

(2) What is the cost of the advertising? 

(3) Who are the actors or voice-over actors in the advertisements? 

(4) Where is their home state? 

(5) How much of the advertising cost was their fee? 

(6) What policy does the agency have for using Western Australian actors in advertisements; and 

(a) if none, why not; and will the Premier change that? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

It is worth noting that in the financial year 2007-2008, the Labor Government spent $36.6million on Government 
advertising. In today's money, allowing for a conservative 3.5% annual increase in media costs, that would 
equate to $39.2million, or, 63.3% or $15.2million more than the projected outcome for the current financial year. 

Government Department and Agency expenditure on advertising placement for 2009-2010 by the Liberal 
National Government was $19.9million. This reflects the government's focus on delivering projects and services 
rather than propaganda. 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet: 

(1-5)  Advertising expenditure is published in annual reports in accordance with S175ZE of the Electoral Act 
1907. 
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(6-6a)  Government departments and agencies engage their creative advertising agencies through competitive 
tendering process in Accordance with State Supply Commission procurement policies, including the 
Local Content policy.  

The appointed creative agency is responsible for engaging voiceover talent as part of the overall 
production work and represents only a small component of the total cost. 

Public Sector Commissioner; Department of Treasury and Finance; Insurance Commission of WA; Government 
Employees Superannuation Board; Office of the Auditor General; Western Australian Treasury Corporation: 

(1-5)  Advertising expenditure is published in annual reports in accordance with S175ZE of the Electoral Act 
1907. 

(6-6a)  Not applicable 

Department of State Development: 

(1-5)  Advertising expenditure is published in annual reports in accordance with S175ZE of the Electoral Act 
1907. 

(6)  The Department adheres to the Government Advertising and Communications Policy and Guidelines. 

(6a)  Not applicable. 

Acting Commissioner of the Public Sector Standards: 

(1-5)  Advertising expenditure is published in annual reports in accordance with S175ZE of the Electoral Act 
1907. 

(6-6a)  The Acting Commissioner does not use advertising so does not require a specific policy around using 
Western Australian actors in advertisements; No. 

Gold Corporation: 

(1-5)  Advertising expenditure is published in annual reports in accordance with S175ZE of the Electoral Act 
1907. 

(6-6a)  For convenience and to minimize cost, Gold Corporation and its subsidiaries always source talent from 
Perth or surrounding areas.  

Lotterywest: 

(1-5)  Advertising expenditure is published in annual reports in accordance with S175ZE of the Electoral Act 
1907. 

(6)  Lotterywest's policy is to use Western Australian actors wherever possible and uses Western Australian 
talent agencies to book actors and voice-over actors. 

(6a)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE 

4207. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

For each department and agency within the Premier’s portfolio, I ask: 

(a) how many officers were in the Senior Executive Service at: 

(i) June 2008; 

(ii) June 2009; and 

(iii) June 2010; 

(b) what was the title of each member in the Senior Executive Service at: 

(i) June 2008; 

(ii) June 2009; and 

(iii) June 2010; and 

(c) for each member in the Senior Executive Service identified in (b), what was their total remuneration 
package at: 

(i) June 2008; 

(ii) June 2009; and 

(iii) June 2010? 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Government agencies in the Premier's portfolio advise: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet; Public Sector Commissioner;  

Department of State Development; Department of Treasury and Finance; 

Government Employees Superannuation Board; Office of the Auditor General; Lotterywest: 

(a-c iii)  [See paper 3124.] 

Acting Commissioner of the Public Sector Standards: 

(a i)  3 

(a ii)  1 

(a iii)  0 

(b i) (1)  Executive Director Public Sector Practice; (2) Director Strategic and Corporate Services and (3) 
Director of Equity and Evaluation.  

(b ii) (1) Executive Director Public Sector Practice. 

(b iii)  Not applicable 

(c i) (1)  $145,869.53; (2) $137,041.05 and (3) $149,695.04 

(c ii) (1)  $152,842.93 (comment: Executive Director Strategic and Corporate Services seconded in from PSC).  

(c iii)  Not applicable (comment: No substantive SES for 2010 — Acting Commissioner; Executive Director 
Public Sector Practice seconded in from PSC). 

Gold Corporation; Insurance Commission of WA; Western Australian Treasury Corporation:: 

(a)  Nil 

(b)-(c) Not applicable. 

WYALKATCHEM–MERREDIN ROAD — WORKS PROGRESS 

4259. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Transport 

With regards to the re-alignment of the Wyalkatchem Merredin Road near Merredin, I ask:  

(a) when does the Minister expect these works to be finished; 

(b) have there been any delays to these works; and  

(i) if yes, what were/are those delays and their causes; and 

(c) when these works are finished will they allow road trains to use the Goldfields Road and the railway 
crossing adjacent to the Goldfields Road/Wyalkatchem Merredin Road intersection; and  

(i) if not, why not; and 

(ii) if not, what alternative will the Minister provide to road trains to prevent the current dangerous 
conditions? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(a) These works are programmed by Main Roads to be undertaken over the next three years (2011/12–
2013/14). 

(b) Yes 

(i) Previous proposals for upgrading this intersection required the Goomalling-Merredin Road to 
be realigned a short distance to the west to provide the necessary stacking distance for road 
trains between the intersection and the rail crossing on the Trayning to West Merredin rail 
line.  The realignment would have involved acquisition of privately owned freehold land, to 
which the landowner was not in favour of.   

An alternative arrangement has now been identified, which will allow the Goomalling-
Merredin/Goldfields Road intersection to be upgraded at its current location at lesser cost and 
without impacting on the adjacent landowner. 

(c) Yes 

(i)-(ii) Not applicable 
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PUBLIC HOUSING — ASBESTOS SURVEY 

4281. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Housing 

(1) Has the Government commissioned a survey into asbestos in older public housing in recent years; and 

(a) if yes, how many properties have shown the presence of asbestos? 

(2) Of those homes, what has the government done to remove the asbestos and how many of those homes 
still have the presence of asbestos?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The Department of Housing advises: 

(1) Yes.  

(a) 16,939 (as at 31 December 2010) 

(2) Since the Department undertook the building conditions assessment program to identify asbestos 
containing materials at public housing properties, over $12 million has been spent on asbestos removal, 
replacement, disposal and consultancy. 

PUBLIC HOUSING — ALLOCATION POLICY 

4284. Mr D.A. Templeman to the Minister for Housing 

I refer to the Department of Housing Allocation Policy for Public Housing, and ask: 

in the Department’s South West Zone, how many three bedroom dwellings were allocated from January 2008 to 
the present time, to clients not in accordance to the allocation policy; and 

of these, for what reasons were they allocated contrary to the policy; 

how many three bedroom houses are currently tenanted to single clients and for how long have these houses 
been accommodating only one person; 

in the South West Zone, how many dwellings are currently being utilised for storage purposes or uses other than 
the housing of tenants; and 

could the Minister please list these current addresses and their current use; 

in the Department’s Peel Zone, how many three bedroom dwellings were allocated from January 2008 to the 
present time, to clients not in accordance to the allocation policy; and 

of these, for what reasons were they allocated contrary to the policy; 

how many three bedroom houses are currently tenanted to single clients and for how long have these houses 
been accommodating only one person; 

in the Peel Zone, how many Department dwellings are currently being utilised for storage purposes or uses other 
than the housing of tenants; and 

could the Minister please list these current addresses and their current use? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The Department of Housing advises: 

In the South West Zone, 8 properties were allocated to clients, not in accordance with the Department's 
Allocations Policy. Three properties were allocated to suit clients under a DCP reunification arrangement. Two 
properties have been allocated to tenants requiring a Transfer due to redevelopment of the properties originally 
allocated to them (tenants have the option  to return to properties once refurbishment is complete). Three 
properties were allocated to tenants due to medical conditions and the possible requirement of a carer in the 
future. 

169 properties are currently occupied by a single client. The longest tenancy accommodating one person is 
approximately 34 years. The shortest tenancy is 1 month. (Average is approximately 7 years). 

4 properties. 

Current use: 

• LAMP (Learning About Mental Problems) — 226 Bussell Hwy Busselton.  This is a non government 
organisation (NGO) supporting individuals who have mental health issues to live independently within the 
community. 

• MATES (Mens Support Group) — 146 Kent St Busselton.  This is a NGO supporting male perpetrators of 
domestic violence (DV) throughout the SW Region.  It allows the perpetrator's  family to remain residing in 
the family home at times of crisis. 
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• Warren Blackwood Emergency Accommodation — 20 Hastie St Manjimup.  This is an NGO supporting 
victims of DV for the area. 

• Warren Blackwood STRIVE — 34 Edwards St Manjimup.  This is a NGO supporting people with 
disabilities to live independently in the community 

In the Peel Zone, three properties were allocated to clients not in accordance with the Department's Allocations 
Policy. The three allocations were to clients requiring mobility accommodation — wheelchair accessible 
properties. They were allocated bedrooms above their entitlement due to the unavailability of smaller mobility 
accommodation to suit their needs.  

There are a total of 36 three bedroom properties currently occupied by a single tenant. The longest tenancy 
accommodating only one person is approximately 15 years. The shortest tenancy is 3 months. (Average is 
approximately 6 years).  The Department has established a Tenant Eligibility and Compliance Unit and the 
Compliance Unit's core focus is ensuring that public housing properties are provided to those most in need.  
Three key objectives are to ensure that tenants:  are occupying properties with appropriate bedroom entitlement; 
are income eligible to reside in public housing; and/or are not fraudulently obtaining public housing. 

Nil 

Not applicable 

BROWSE LNG PROJECT, KIMBERLEY — PILBARA SITE 

4297. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for State Development 

With reference to the impasse over the use of land for the gas hub at the James Price Point site north of Broome, 
will the Premier now take the opportunity to consider the use of a site on the Pilbara coast for this project, 
specifically the unused BHP Billiton HBI plant site in Hedland? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of State Development advises: 

The site in Port Hedland is neither technically nor economically feasible for the processing of Liquefied Natural 
Gas. 

NEWMAN–NULLAGINE–MARBLE BAR ROAD — PREMIER'S STANCE 

4299. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Premier 

With reference to the Premier’s recent visit to the Pilbara for the Karratha Regional Cabinet meeting: 

(a) why did the Premier not take up my invitation to drive along the increasingly dangerous and life 
threatening road from Newman to Marble Bar via Nullagine to witness the urgent need for funds to be 
allocated to Main Roads to maintain and to significantly upgrade and seal this road? 

(b) why did the Premier not take this opportunity for his first visit to Nullagine and Marble Bar and give 
local residents the chance to put their case for funding this access road? 

(c) when will the Premier travel this road and visit the inland Pilbara towns of Nullagine and Marble Bar? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(a)-(c) I look forward to travelling to Nullagine in due course and surveying Marble Bard Road when I am next 
in the Shire of East Pilbara. 

KUNUNURRA — HEAVY VEHICLE ROAD HAULAGE 

4302. Mr T.G. Stephens to Minister for Transport 

In relation to the Government’s proposal for a heavy vehicle road to by-pass Kununurra, I ask: 

(a) does the State Government accept that the residents and owners of the horticultural blocks along 
Riverfarm Road are the group most likely to be affected by the construction of the proposed road and 
bridge on the alignment that is now designated as being the preferred option; 

(b) why has the Government failed to formally consult this group; 

(c) will the Minister give an urgent undertaking to find an alternative route to the south of the current 
proposal, so that this heavy vehicle road haulage route does not come so close to the homes and 
horticultural farms that were all part of some of the earliest horticultural development of this region; 
and 

(d) if not, why not? 
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(a) No. There will be minimal visual impact at Riverfarm Road as a result of the project.  The residents are 
located between 830 m and 3200 m from the proposed road and bridge alignment.  No land resumption 
of these properties is required and recent noise assessments surrounding Riverfarm Road have 
confirmed that noise levels are expected to be significantly below the limits defined by the State 
Government. 

(b) An extensive public consultation process has been completed for the project with the local community, 
Traditional Owners and key stakeholders over a number of years.  This consultation confirmed that the 
majority of the community and stakeholders support the project and current alignment.  In addition to 
this all Riverfarm Road residents were personally written to by Main Roads in August 2010 seeking 
input and comments into the project.  Four responses were received.  Main Roads has continued to 
consult closely and have completed several visits to properties at Riverfarm Road as well as held a 
public meeting at Riverfarm Road on Sunday 17 October to ensure the location, extent and potential 
impacts of the project are clearly understood.  All impacts identified to date are manageable. 

(c) No 

(d) Extensive assessments of all available alignment options have been completed over a 25 to 30 year 
period.  These processes have ensured the most suitable alignment option has been selected. 

RIVERFARM ROAD, KUNUNURRA — HEAVY VEHICLE ROAD HAULAGE 

4303. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for Transport 

(1) What consideration has been given to the location of the proposed heavy vehicle road to by-pass 
Kununurra, to be located on alternative routes to the current preferred route which runs close to 
Riverfarm Road; and 

(a) what are the reasons for discarding these alternatives? 

(2) At what precise development stage is the proposed heavy vehicle road up to; and 

(a) if the proposal is still in pre-construction phase, how much has been allocated for this phase; 
and 

(b) how much has been spent to date on this project; and 

(i) on what specifically have these funds been spent? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(1) Extensive assessments of all available alignment options have been completed over a 25 to 30 year 
period for the project.  The project alignment is in excess of 800 m from the closest Riverfarm Road 
residential property. 

(a) The alternative alignment options considered have been explored in detail, however either do 
not meet the project objectives, are most prohibitive and/or result in greater overall impacts as 
a result of the project. 

(2) In 2006 the Federal Government provided funds to progress the project development activities 
associated with this project.  These activities are expected to be completed shortly.  Several complex 
land dealings may extend into 2011. 

(a) $7.5m has been allocated to the development of Stage 1 of the Kununurra Heavy Vehicle 
Route. 

(b) Up to November 2010, $4.6m has been spent on the project development activities associated 
with the Kununurra Heavy Vehicle Route, Stage 1 project.  It is planned to spend the 
remaining project development funding in 2011. 

(i) These funds have been used to complete project development activities which include 
planning, public consultation, preliminary road and bridge designs, environmental and 
Aboriginal heritage assessments and approvals, material investigations as well as 
bridge geotechnical investigations and land acquisition.  Completion of these 
activities has allowed the public and key stakeholders adequate time to provide input 
into the project.  Their completion will also allow the project to be constructed 
following identification of construction funding. 

ST GEORGES TERRACE — ROADWORKS 

4306. Mr C.J. Tallentire to the Minister for Transport 

I refer to the road works taking place in St George’s Terrace in Perth, and ask: 
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(a) what design input, be it advisory, statutory or technical, has been provided by either Main Roads WA, 
the Public Transport Authority or the Department of Transport on how the St George’s Terrace 
refurbishments should be designed; 

(b) did either Main Roads WA, the Public Transport Authority or the Department of Transport advise the 
City of Perth to design the works to include a bike path; and 

(i) if not, why not; 

(c) what is the width of the proposed bus lane; and 

(d) will the proposed bus lane provide adequate space for a bus to safely overtake a bike? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(a) The Department of Transport, Public Transport Authority and Main Roads worked with the City of 
Perth in 2010 to prepare a Strategic Agreement for the upgrading of CBD streets.  This included 
provision for bus lanes on St Georges Terrace/ Adelaide Terrace from the Causeway to William Street.  

The current road works on St Georges Terrace between Barrack Streetand William Streetdo not include 
cycle lanes due to the limited space, the need for bus lanes and wider verges for pedestrian amenity, and 
significant safety issues with a combined bus / bike lane due to the number of bus stops. 

(b) Yes.  The Department of Transport's Bikewest Unit separately requested a 4.5 metre kerbside bus / bike 
lane on St Georges Terrace in 2009. 

(i) Not applicable 

(c) 3.5 metres. 

(d) No. 

PUBLIC HOUSING — HEATING, COOLING AND SECURITY 

4312. Mr C.J. Tallentire to the Minister for Housing 

(1) In relation to ceiling or roof insulation, I ask: 

(a) how many Department of Housing properties have ceiling insulation; 

(b) how many Department of Housing properties do not have ceiling insulation; 

(c) what is the current schedule of works for homes owned by the Department of Housing to be 
fitted with insulation; and 

(d) for Department of Housing homes, what is the average reduction in home heating and cooling 
costs following the installation of ceiling insulation? 

(2) Considering the need for tenants of Department of Housing properties to open windows for home 
cooling while keeping safe from the risk of intrusion, I ask: 

(a) how many Department of Housing properties have security screens; 

(b) how many Department of Housing properties do not have security screens; and 

(c) what is the current schedule of works for homes owned by the Department of Housing to be 
fitted with home security screens? 

(3) In view of the enormous energy efficiency of ceiling fans, compared with air conditioners, I ask: 

(a) how many Department of Housing properties have ceiling fans in the main bedroom; 

(b) how many Department of Housing properties have ceiling fans in the main living area; 

(c) how many Department of Housing properties do not have ceiling fans; 

(d) what is the current schedule of works for homes owned by the Department of Housing to be 
fitted with home ceiling fans; and 

(e) how many department of Housing properties have air conditioners? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The Department of Housing advises: 

(1)   (a) 26 441 

(b)   16 328 which also includes multi storey high rise units where insulation installation is not 
applicable.   
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(c)   The Department will install ceiling insulation at any property where the household head 
(tenant) or partner is aged 80 years or older. Any tenant aged under 80 years of age can apply 
for insulation to be installed at the property under special conditions. Ceiling insulation is 
provided in all new construction in the North West, implemented since.1990. 

(d)   This information is not available to the Department.  

(2)   (a) The Department does not record this information.  

(b)  The Department does not record this information. 

(c)   All designated seniors' accommodation is provided with security screens to adjustable 
accessible windows. Tenants other than seniors' accommodation may apply to have security 
screens fitted to windows with each case being individually assessed  

(3)   (a) The Department does not record this information. 

(b)   The Department does not record this information. 

(c)   The Department does not record this information. 

(d)   The Department installs ceiling fans to new properties in the North West, Kalgoorlie and 
remote areas.  Where properties are not fitted with ceiling fans tenants living in those areas 
may apply to have them fitted.   

(e)   Air conditioners are not a standard item in public housing properties.  The Department does 
not record this information. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — APPLE IPAD PURCHASE 

4337. Mr A.J. Waddell to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

In respect of the departments and agencies under the Premier’s control, I ask: 

(a) how many Apple iPads have been purchased since January 2010; 

(b) how many staff are supplied with home internet connections, either paid in full or subsidized; 

(c) how many notebook computers have been recorded as lost, stolen or damaged in the year July 2009 
until June 2010; 

(d) how many mobile phones have been recorded as lost, stolen or damaged in the year July 2009 until June 
2010; 

(e) how many colour laser printers are currently installed in each department and/or office; and 

(f) how many staff are provided with mobile internet access either via a mobile phone or wireless dongle? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Government agencies in the Premier's portfolio advise: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet (not including Ministerial Offices): 

(a)  2 (time line 1 January 2010 — Friday 19 November 2010) 

(b)  4 (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(c)  Nil. (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(d)  2 (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(e)  36 (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(f)  48 (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

Public Sector Commissioner (in PSC's response OPSSC also included) 

(a)  Nil  for PSC/OPSSC (time line 1 January 2010 and 19 November 2010) 

(b)  Two PSC officers were supplied with home internet connections as at 19 November 2010. 

One (1) OPSSC officer was supplied with home internet connections as at 19 November 2010. 

(c)  Nil for PSC/OPSSC (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010). 

(d)  Nil for PSC (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010). 

One (1) mobile phone was recorded as lost, stolen or damaged in the year 1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010 
by the OPSSC. 
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(e)  Four (4) colour laser printers were installed and active as at 19 November 2010 in the PSC. 

Six (6) colour laser printers were installed and active as at 19 November 2010 in the OPSSC. 

(f) Nine ( 9) staff  were provided with mobile internet access either via a mobile phone or wireless dongle 
and are active as at 19 November 2010 Public Sector Commission 

Six (6) staff  were provided with mobile internet access either via a mobile phone or wireless dongle 
and are active as at 19 November 2010 OPSSC. 

Department of State Development: 

(a)  Nil (time line 1 January 2010 — Friday 19 November 2010) 

(b)  One (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(c)  Nil (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(d) Blackberries lost:  2 (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

Blackberries stolen:  2 (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

Blackberries recovered:  Two (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

Mobile phones lost:  One (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

Mobile phones stolen:  One (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

Mobile phones recovered:  Nil (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(e)  12 (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(f)  3 (two permanent staff, one available on loan for travelling officers) (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

Salaries and Allowances Tribunal: 

(a-d)  Nil  

(e)  1 x HP Laser jet 5550dn (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(f)  One (as at Friday 19 November 2010)  

Gold Corporation: 

(a-c)  None 

(e)  8 (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(f)  25 (as at Friday 19 November 2010)  

Lotterywest: 

(a)  Nil. (time line 1 January 2010 — Friday 19 November 2010) 

(b)  7. (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(c)  No notebooks lost or stolen.  2 notebooks damaged. (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(d)  6 mobiles lost or stolen.  12 mobiles damaged. (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(e)  9 colour laser MFDs.  One Colour printer. (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(f)  39 mobile phones (including Blackberrys) have internet access.  14 wireless dongles are being used by 
staff for mobile internet access. (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

Department of Treasury and Finance: 

(a)  One (time line 1 January 2010 — Friday 19 November 2010) 

(b)  Two (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(c)  One (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(d) Six (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(e)  Eighty Three (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(f)  141 mobile phones and 120 wireless connections (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

Insurance Commission of Western Australia: 

(a)  Nil (time line 1 January 2010 — Friday 19 November 2010) 

(b)  One (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 
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(c)  One (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(d)  Twenty One (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(e)  Twelve (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(f)  Thirty Seven (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

GESB: 

(a)  Three (time line 1 January 2010 — Friday 19 November 2010) 

(b)  Nil (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(c)  Nil (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(d)  3 mobiles reported lost and 4 mobiles reported damaged. (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(e) Seven (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(f)  10 wireless dongas and 30 mobile phones with data plans. (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

Office of the Auditor General: 

(a)  Three (time line 1 January 2010 — Friday 19 November 2010) 

(b)  One (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(c)  One (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(d)  One (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(e)  Two (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(f)  Eleven (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

Western Australian Treasury Corporation: 

(a)  Nil (time line 1 January 2010 — Friday 19 November 2010) 

(b)  Four (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(c)  Nil (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(d)  Nil (time line 1 July 2009 — 30 June 2010) 

(e)  Two (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

(f)  Nil (as at Friday 19 November 2010) 

FMG CHICHESTER OPERATIONS — COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

4354. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for State Development 

(1) Will the Minister table a copy of the community development plan that was put in place pursuant to 
section 7 of the Iron Ore (FMG Chichester Pty Ltd) Agreement Act 2006? 

(2) Will the Minister list what community and social benefits are required to be delivered pursuant to this 
Agreement? 

(3) What training and guaranteed employment for indigenous and non-indigenous persons living in the 
Pilbara region is required by this Agreement? 

(4) What regional development and local procurement of goods and services are required by this 
Agreement? 

(5) What contribution to community services and facilities are required by this agreement? 

(6) What are the requirements that are contained within this Agreement for a regionally-based workforce? 

(7) Which State Government agency is monitoring compliance with the provisions of this State Agreement 
and the undertakings contained within the community development plan? 

(8) Will the Minister table the documentation that details the company’s compliance with the conditions of 
this Agreement and the requirements of the community development plan; and  

(a) if not, why not? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of State Development advises: 

(1) Yes. [See paper 3086.] 
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(2) 1.  Training and guaranteed employment for local residents. 

2.  Local purchasing of goods and services and regional development. 

3.  Contribution to community services and facilities. 

4.  Developing a regionally based workforce. 

(3) Provided in Outcome 1 of the tabled Community Development Plan. 

(4) Provided in Outcome 2 of the tabled Community Development Plan. 

(5) Provided in Outcome 3 of the tabled Community Development Plan. 

(6) Provided in Outcome 4 of the tabled Community Development Plan. 

(7)  Department of State Development. 

(8) Yes. 

(9) Not applicable. 

RESOURCE COMPANIES — COMPLIANCE WITH STATE AGREEMENTS 

4355. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for State Development 

(1) What number of Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) are assigned within which government agencies to 
monitor compliance of resource companies with the requirements of the state agreements under which 
they operate? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1) Within the Department of State Development, 32 FTEs are allocated to the management and monitoring 
of State Agreements and the projects which operate under those State Agreements.  These FTEs may 
also deal with non-State Agreement projects. 

RESOURCE COMPANIES — COMPLIANCE WITH STATE AGREEMENTS 

4356. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for State Development 

In reference to the State Agreements operating in the Pilbara, I ask: 

(a) which of these Agreements provide for resource companies to use potable water for dust suppression; 
and 

(b) will the Government give consideration to urgently seeking amendments to these  Agreements in order 
to protect the drinking water of the Pilbara so that it is available for the expanding residential 
development needs of the towns and communities of the region; and 

(i) if not, why not? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of State Development advises: 

(a) All State Agreements relevant to iron ore production in the Pilbara allow the company to source water 
for its needs, subject to obtaining the necessary permits and approvals to do so.  BHP Billiton's 
McCamey's Monster and the Goldsworthy-Nimingarra Agreements specify the use of non-potable water 
and saline water, respectively, as far as practicable.  The supply of water to the Dampier region from the 
Millstream area for use by Hamersley Iron and the Robe River Joint Venture is managed under a Water 
Agreement entered into between Hamersley Iron and the State in 1970.  This water source is also used 
for general non-Agreement purposes in the Karratha-Dampier communities.  The Iron Ore (Mount 
Bruce) Agreement Act 1972, which is not yet an operating project, requires the company to design its 
plant and facilities to use, as far as is practicable, non-potable water.  The other Rio Tinto State 
Agreements do not specify the quality of the water to be used for the company's operations. 

(b) Amendments to State Agreements require the agreement of both parties.  Relevant government agencies 
are engaging in a cooperative dialogue with the major iron ore companies and the Department of Water 
in relation to the companies' current and future water needs and source options for dust suppression in 
the Pilbara. 

ROBE RIVER MESA J MINE — ROYALTIES PAYMENT 

4357. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for State Development 

In reference to the payment of iron ore royalties from the Robe River Mesa J mine site, I ask: 

(a) on what date did the mine site covered by this agreement first come into operation; 
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(b) what tonnage of iron ore has been extracted from this mine; 

(c) what royalties have been paid each year to the State Government since this mine became operational; 

(d) will the Minister table the advice from the State Solicitors’ Office upon which the Government has 
relied to justify accepting royalty payments on the lump iron ore produced from this mine; and 

(i) if not, why not; 

(e) what are the specifics of the Iron Ore (Robe River) Agreement Act 1964 that have been used by the 
company to justify the payment of a rate of just 3.75%; 

(f) what is the total royalty payment forgone by the State by virtue of the recently announced resolution of 
this issue which simply accepts as payment in full an amount of just $55 million to cover royalties from 
the period between 18 December 2007 and 30 June 2010; and 

(g) how much of the $55 million in additional royalties will now be allocated for expenditure under the 
Government’s Royalties for Regions program? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of State Development advises:  

(a) Mining operations at Mesa J commenced in 1994, with sales of the lump iron ore product commencing 
in 1995. 

(b) Cumulative production of Robe River lump ore from the Mesa J mine since its inception is 
approximately 95 million tonnes.  

(c) Royalty information for individual mines and royalty periods is provided to the Royalties Branch of the 
Department of Mines and Petroleum on a confidential basis and is not able to be released separately. 

(d) Advice from the State Solicitor's Office is subject to legal professional privilege. However, after 
consideration of advice from a number of sources, Government concluded that an option to resolve the 
matter was to negotiate a compromise with the Robe River Joint Venture participants.  

(e) The Robe participants claim that agreement had been reached with the Government in the early years of 
the project that the Robe River lump iron ore product was to be assessed for royalty purposes as fine ore 
because of its particular handling characteristics and customers' requirements.  Clause 9(2)(j) (ii) of the 
Iron Ore (Robe River) Agreement Act 1964 sets a rate on fine ore of three and three quarters percent 
(3.75%) of the free on board revenue.  

(f) See (c) and (d) above.  The Government negotiated a mutually satisfactory settlement with the Robe 
participants on this matter.  

(g) 25%. 

PILBARA IRON ORE DEPOSITS — FAILURE TO DEVELOP 

4358. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for State Development 

With regard to State Agreements, I ask: 

(a) has the State Government received representations from any iron ore companies operating in the Pilbara 
drawing attention to the failure to use or develop iron ore deposits held under State Agreement by 
majors in the region; and 

(b) what steps are being taken by the Government to secure the development of additional mining 
operations on these as yet undeveloped iron ore deposits, or alternatively the release of these deposits so 
that they can be developed by the smaller juniors now operating in the region? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of State Development advises: 

(a) The Department of State Development is approached from time to time by private companies about 
Agreement proponents not developing certain ore deposits within their Agreement mining areas.   

(b) The Government does not seek to influence or control the development of specific ore bodies within the 
mining areas held under State Agreements.  However, if 'stranded' ore bodies within State Agreement 
mining areas are unlikely ever to be developed, State Agreement proponents are encouraged to consider 
options that might allow their development by parties outside the State Agreement framework.    

TOM PRICE — MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

4360. Mr T.G. Stephens to the minister representing the Minister for Mental Health 

With regard to mental health services in Tom Price, I ask: 
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(a) what steps will the Minister take to secure increased investment in preventative strategies that will 
secure improved mental health outcomes for people at risk in the Town of Tom Price and the 
surrounding communities; and 

(b) does the Minister accept that there is a real need for mental health workers to be based in Tom Price to 
service the township and surrounding communities and to put in place preventative programs to assist 
those vulnerable members of the community who are, because of mental health issues, at risk of self-
harm? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(a)     The $13 million Western Australian (WA) Suicide Prevention Strategy 2009-2013 (the Strategy) is a 
community led strategy aimed at building resilience in communities at risk.  The Strategy operates 
through the Ministerial Council for Suicide Prevention's 'One Life' brand. Communities such as Tom 
Price can apply for funding and support under this Strategy to develop a community action plan to 
prevent suicide. 

'One Life' staff are visiting the Pilbara including Tom Price in April 2011.  They will hold discussions 
with key stakeholders and communities to assess where and how to assist with suicide prevention. 

(b)    The Minister for Mental Health accepts and acknowledges that there is a real need for access to 
qualified mental health professionals throughout WA.  The WA Country Health Service-Pilbara, 
through the Pilbara Mental Health Drug and Alcohol Service (PMHDS), provides the following 
services to the community of Tom Price: 

PMHDS provides the following services to Tom Price via outreach from Newman: 

-     An Adult Team clinician provides 2 days per fortnight and is available to General Practitioners by 
phone, and video conferencing when necessary. 

-    A Child and Adolescent Clinician provides two days every three weeks and is also available by 
phone and for video conferencing. 

-     A Consultant psychiatrist provides 2.5 days every six weeks.  

All emergencies are referred to the Tom Price or Paraburdoo Hospitals and are managed in consultation 
with the Newman Mental Health and Drug service Team consisting of 1 adult mental health nurse, 1 
child and adolescent mental health nurse, 1 indigenous mental health worker, and 2 drug and alcohol 
counsellors during normal working hours.  There is an after-hours telephone service provided by 
Rurallink.  This is a specialist after hours Mental Health Service which has qualified mental health 
professionals and two on call Psychiatrists to give advice to emergency department staff.  

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — AIRCRAFT CHARTER — ALBANY 

4365. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

I refer to Question on Notice 3939 concerning flights made to Albany by the Minister for Agriculture and Food 
under the State Government’s contract for air charter services, and ask: 

(a) for each of the 21 occasions from 21 October 2008 to 1 October 2010, on which air charter flights took 
place, from where did the aircraft depart? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises: 

(a) [See paper 3125.] The attached spreadsheet is an extension of Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 
3939.  

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — AIRCRAFT CHARTER — ALBANY 

4366. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

I refer to Question on Notice 3939 concerning flights made to Albany by the Minister for Agriculture and Food 
under the State Government’s contract for air charter services, and ask: 

(a) for each of the 21 occasions from 21 October 2008 to 1 October 2010, on which air charter flights took 
place, on which of the dates did the air charter service depart from Perth to Albany without the Minister 
for the purpose of collecting the Minister in Albany? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises: 

(a) 21 March 2010 and 26 August 2010. 
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MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — AIRCRAFT CHARTER — DENMARK 

4367. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

(1) Since 23 September 2008, on what dates has the Minister for Agriculture and Food made flights to 
Denmark under the State Government’s contract for air charter services? 

(2) Was the Minister on the return flight to Perth for each time he made use of the Government’s contract 
for air charter services; and 

(a) if not, why not? 

(3) On how many occasions, and on which dates, did the air charter service fly without the Minister to 
Denmark for the purpose of collecting the Minister in Denmark? 

(4) On how many occasions, and on which dates, did the air charter service fly without the Minister back to 
Perth? 

(5) Why did the plane fly without the Minister on these occasions? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises:  

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not Applicable. 

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — AIRCRAFT CHARTER — WALPOLE 

4368. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

(1) Since 23 September 2008, on what dates has the Minister for Agriculture and Food made flights to 
Walpole under the State Government’s contract for air charter services? 

(2) Was the Minister on the return flight to Perth for each time he made use of the Government’s contract 
for air charter services; and  

(a) if not, why not?  

(3) On how many occasions, and on which dates, did the air charter service fly without the Minister to 
Walpole for the purpose of collecting the Minister in Walpole? 

(4) On how many occasions, and on which dates, did the air charter service fly without the Minister to 
Perth? 

(5) Why did the plane fly without the Minister on these occasions? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises: 

(1) Nil 

(2) Not Applicable. 

MAL WAUCHOPE — REVIEWS, INQUIRIES AND INVESTIGATIONS CONDUCTED 

4369. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

(1) Could the Premier advise how many reviews, inquiries or investigations are currently being conducted 
by Mr Mal Wauchope or his Office on the instigation or direction of the Premier or a member of the 
Premier’s staff? 

(2) What is the nature of the review, inquiry or investigation? 

(3) When is each review, inquiry or investigation expected to be completed? 

(4) What are the terms of reference for each review, inquiry or investigation? 

(5) For each review, inquiry or investigation, did the Premier or a member of his staff formally request the 
review, inquiry or investigation in writing; and 

(a) if not, why not; and 

(b) if not, how was the matter referred to Mr Wauchope or his office? 

(6) What is the name of the officer conducting each of the reviews, inquiries or investigations? 

(7) For each review, inquiry or investigation, could the Premier advise under the provisions of which Act 
the matter has been referred to Mr Wauchope or his Office? 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Public Sector Commissioner advises: 

(1) Nil 

(2) Not applicable 

2011 COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING (CHOGM) 

4370. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

(1) Could the Premier provide a break-down of costs associated with the 2011 Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM) in Perth as at 1 November 2010? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1) The costs associated with the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting are being negotiated 
between the State and Federal Government and as a result any information provided at this early stage 
would not be representative of the true cost. 

The Government undertakes to table a full cost breakdown to Parliament once CHOGM has been held. 

COURT ACTIONS LOST BY GOVERNMENT — PAYOUTS 

4372. Mr M. McGowan to the Attorney General 

I refer to any court action involving the State Government since 23 September 2008, that was subsequently lost 
by the Government and resulted in a payout of more than $1 million, and I ask:  

(a) will the Premier advise the following for each court action: 

(i) the name of the person, persons or organisation that received the payout;  

(ii) the amount of the payout;  

(iii) a brief summary of the case; and  

(iv) the date that the payment was made? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

Ambiguities in the question do not enable me to respond.  I assume that what is requested is information about 
court actions which were determined by a court judgment as distinct from actions resolved by agreement of the 
parties prior to judgment, but there remain the following uncertainties: 

(a) when a court action can be said to "involv[e] the State Government"; 

(b) when a court action, which may result in a judgment against the defendant but in an amount less than 
what had been offered by the defendant to the plaintiff prior to in the course of the proceedings, is 
properly regarded as having been "lost". 

HEAD CONTRACTOR MAINTENANCE MODEL — TENANT CREDITS 

4373. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Housing 

I refer to the Government’s new Head Contractor Maintenance Model, and I ask: 

(a) since 1 July 2010, how many tenants have received credits to their accounts as a result of problems 
association with the new maintenance system; 

(b) what is the total value of these credits; and 

(c) will the new contractors be reimbursing the State for these payments; and  

(i) if not, why not? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The Department of Housing advises: 

(a) 70 

(b) $15 275.31 

(c) No 

(i) The Department of Housing will bear the cost of these credits as part of the transition phase of 
the Head Contractor model.  From February 2011, the Department has the provision to 
withhold up to 7% of the monthly paid invoices as liquidated damages where the KPIs are not 
being achieved against agreed targets. 
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PUBLIC HOUSING — MAINTENANCE BACKLOG 

4381. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Housing 

(1) What is the breakdown of the Department of Housing’s maintenance backlog per district/region, as at 
31 January 2011? 

(2) What is the cost of the maintenance backlog per district, as at 31 January 2011?  

(3) What is the longest period an individual house has been awaiting maintenance, per district, as at 
31 January 2011? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The Department of Housing advises: 

(1)-(3)  The Department of Housing is unable to provide definitive data at present on the backlog of 
maintenance work. 

The Department has been dealing with a range of contractual and operational issues involved in 
launching the new maintenance system and improving service to clients. 

A program to implement Service Level Agreements with contractors commenced on 1 February 2011. 

On 5 February 2011 staff commenced work on a data cleansing project which is tracing the history of 
any job orders still listed as outstanding. 

The project has demonstrated in its early stages that existing data is inaccurate. 

The data cleansing project involves a combination of desktop auditing and manual processes requiring 
contact with individual tenants. 

MEMBER FOR ALFRED COVE — ADDITIONAL STAFF MEMBER COSTS 

4387. Mr M. McGowan to the Premier 

(1) What are the costs associated with any office modifications, the provision of additional computers or 
information technology associated with the appointment of the Member for Alfred Cove’s additional 
staff member? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises: 

(1) The Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises that the Department provided a desktop computer 
following a request from the Member for Alfred Cove.  Estimated value was approximately $1500.  
Additional furniture was supplied by the Member at her own expense. 

THE CRIMINAL CODE — CONVICTIONS UNDER SECTION 216(2) 

4391. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Attorney General 

I refer to Western Australia’s The Criminal Code, and ask: 

(a) how many convictions have been recorded under section 216(2) of The Criminal Code since that 
section came into force; and 

(b) how many persons charged have successfully deployed the defence under section 216(3) of The 
Criminal Code? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

(a) There have been no convictions recorded under s216(2) of The Criminal Code in which a person who 
sells a graffiti implement to child commits an offence.  

(b)  Not applicable.  As at 3 December 2010 no charges had been lodged with the courts for an offence 
under s216(2) of The Criminal Code. 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN — PREVENTION STRATEGIES 

4406. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Attorney General 

Given that 25 November 2010 sees the launch of the Male Parliamentarians for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women by the Parliamentary Group on Population and Development, and in relation to Proceeds of 
Crime grants and other funding pools within the Attorney General’s agencies and Departments, I ask: 

(a) as males are over-represented in the perpetration of violence against women but under-represented in 
prevention strategies, what funding, and for what projects, is allocated towards preventing male 
violence against women in Western Australia; and 
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(b) what future funding related to victims of crime is intended to be devoted to Violence Against Women 
prevention programmes? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

(a) The purposes for which grants may be awarded under the Criminal Property Confiscation Grants 
Program are prescribed in section 131 (2) of the Criminal Property Confiscation Act 2000.  These 
purposes are broadly categorised as drug related, victim support or law enforcement projects focussing 
on preventative strategies. Support services relating to domestic violence may be represented in any one 
or all of these categories. 

Since the establishment of the grants program in 2002, funding available under this program has never 
been specifically allocated between the various categories, instead applications for projects that meet 
one or more of the above purposes and satisfy the program's selection criteria are eligible to be 
recommended for funding. Consequently, it is impossible to state with certainty the extent to which the 
funding in the most recent grants round, which went to victims' programs generally, was applied 
specifically to victims of family violence.  

A list of the most recent completed round of grants is available on the Department of the Attorney 
General website, and includes the funding of several projects which will in the short and long term help 
to enhance the community response to violence against women. 

(b) The Government has identified the delivery of enhanced services to victims of crime, and the reduction 
of domestic violence, particularly in aboriginal communities, as a key area of focus in coming years. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA AND HYOGO PREFECTURE SISTER-STATE RELATIONSHIP 

4408. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Premier 

Given 2011 commemorates the 30th anniversary of the Western Australia and Hyogo Prefecture Sister-State 
relationship, for each department and agency in the Premier’s portfolio, please detail: 

(a) ongoing programmes and individual projects involving Western Australia and Hyogo; 

(b) ongoing programmes and individual projects involving Western Australia and Japan; 

(c) budgeted costs of these projects and programmes, including non-State funding such as AUSAID, the 
Japanese Government, etc; and 

(d) any events, programmes or projects being considered to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the 
relationship? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Government agencies in the Premier's portfolio advise: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet: 

(a)  Ongoing projects include: 

- Hyogo Prefectural Government Scholarship program for high school students; 

- Hyogo Teachers' exchange program; and 

- Trilateral Agreement on Health Science among the University of Western Australia, Kobe University 
in Hyogo and Zhejiang University, in China. 

Individual projects include: 

- Japanese language immersion program for Western Australian high school students; 

- The Western Australia — Hyogo Banshu Textile Program; and 

- The Western Australia — Hyogo Essay Competition. 

(b)  Ongoing programmes and individual projects include: 

- The Japan Exchange and Teaching Programme (JET Programme). 

- WA-Hyogo Textile Exchange Project Exhibition. 

Artists from WA (approximately 20 artists led by Curtin University Textile Project Team) and Hyogo 
(about 25 artists) will work collaboratively and jointly hold an exhibition in WA and Hyogo in 
September and October 2011. Hyogo International Association (HIA) has already provided them with a 
support letter to obtain Australia-Japan Foundation funding. HIA has also arranged free gallery space 
for the Hyogo portion of this exhibition. 
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(c)  It has not been possible to identify funding from Japanese sources however the Western Australia — 
Hyogo Banshu Textile Program has a budget of A$33,000 (including A$15,000 from the 
Commonwealth Government) and the Western Australia — Hyogo Essay Competition has a budget of 
A$10,000 (funded by the Commonwealth Government). 

(d)  Planned events and programmes include: 

- The Premier's proposed visit to Japan in March 2011;  

- Hyogo Governor Ido's visit to Perth in mid 2011; 

- Official anniversary reception in Perth during Governor Ido's visit in 2011; 

- The Western Australia — Hyogo Banshu Textile Program; 

- The Western Australia — Hyogo Essay Competition; and 

- Visit by the Hyogo Prefectural choir group to Perth.  

Public Sector Commissioner (due to 1 December 2010 amalgamation, this answer also includes OPSSC); 
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal; Gold Corporation: 

(a-b)  Nil 

(c)  Not applicable 

(d)  Nil 

Department of State Development: 

(a) Ongoing programs: Nil 

Individual projects: 

1. The Western Australia-Hyogo Banshu Textile Program 

2. The Western Australia-Hyogo Essay Competition 

(b) Ongoing programs and individual projects: Nil 

(c) 1:  $33,000 (including $15,000 from the Commonwealth Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade) 

2: $10,000 (funded by the Commonwealth Department of Foreign Affairs and  Trade) 

(d)  Events, programs or projects being considered are: 

• The Premier's visit to Japan in March 2011 (proposed) 

• Provision of Koalas as the official anniversary gift 

• The Governor of Hyogo, His Excellency Toshizo Ido's visit to Perth in mid 2011 

• The Western Australia-Hyogo Banshu Textile Program 

• The Western Australia-Hyogo Essay Competition 

Lotterywest: 

(a-d) Lotterywest has no plans for the 30th Anniversary of the Western Australia and Hyogo Prefecture 
Sister-State relationship. 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE AND THE ARTS — LOTTERYWEST FUNDING 

4410. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Premier 

In relation to arts funding provided by Lotterywest, I ask: 

(a) can Premier confirm that as a result of Parliament’s legislation, Lotterywest is required to fund agencies 
and programmes within the Department for Culture and the Arts and other associated arts bodies; 

(b) what is the current legislative requirement for Lotterywest arts funding; and 

(c) how much funding in 2008-2009, 2009-2010 and budget projection for 2010-2011 have/will agencies 
and departments, and other non-government organisations, received from Lotterywest, and for what 
purposes? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Lotterywest advises: 

(a) I can confirm that the Lotteries Commission Act requires Lotterywest after lottery prizes and operating 
expenses have been paid to distribute its proceeds to beneficiaries as specified in the Act.  This includes 
the allocation to the Arts Lottery Account. 
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(b) The Lotteries Commission Act, section 22 (2)(d) specifies that 5% of net subscriptions [i.e. sales 
turnover minus prizes] must be paid each year to the 'consolidated account for subsequent appropriation 
to the Arts Lottery Account'. The Act further provides that funds provided to this account ' shall be 
distributed by or on behalf of the Minister for the Arts in such proportions and among such bodies 
engaged in cultural activities, and persons engaged in cultural activities, in the State as the Minister of 
the Arts thinks fit'.  Further more the Lotteries Commission Act also prescribes that the Lotteries 
Commission shall pay 'an amount not exceeding 5%' [of net subscriptions] to the University of Western 
Australia for the purpose of assisting the funding of the Festival of Perth and to 'such body corporate as 
the Commission thinks fit and the Minister approves' for the purpose of funding the commercial film 
production in the State. 

(c) The Member is directed to the Parliamentary library where the annual reports of Lotterywest document 
this information in full. 

AUSTRALIAN STOCK EXCHANGE — SINGAPORE TAKEOVER BID 

4414. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister for State Development 

In the Premier’s 21 October 2010 statement to Parliament, the day before the Singapore Stock Exchange publicly 
announced their move to take over the Australian Stock Exchange (ASX), the Premier stated he met with the 
head of the Singapore Stock Exchange to outline commercial opportunities in Western Australia, particularly for 
the many banks and financial institutions investing out of Singapore, and I ask: 

(a) was the Premier informed during his Singapore visit of the move on the ASX; and 

(b) given the Premier’s contradictory statements against foreign investment in Woodside, can the Premier 
outline exactly what Western Australian sectors and Western Australian companies he is encouraging 
Singapore-based investors to invest in? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of State Development advises: 

(a) No. 

(b) Promotion of Western Australian industries and investment opportunities in a broad range of sectors 
including mining, energy, agri-food, tourism, education and training services as well as infrastructure 
development. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

4425. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Premier’s portfolio have been reported stolen for the 12 months from 30 June 2009 to 30 June 2010? 

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police; and 

(a) if yes, when were these reports made; 

(b) of those reported, what has been the outcome; and 

(c) if any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(6) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses; and 

(a) when were these steps put into place? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Government agencies in the Premier's portfolio advise: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet: 

(1)  Nil. 

(2-5)  Not Applicable. 

(6)  The Department is in the process of gathering information about technologies available within the 
marketplace to reduce the risk of data loss which include: Data Loss Prevention and Data Leakage 
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Security. While these technologies cannot prevent hardware theft (e.g. a laptop being stolen), they can 
ensure the data residing on those hardware devices is secured such that only authorised staff can access 
it. 

(6a)  Currently investigating technologies with a view to integrating them into the Department's future ICT 
security strategy. 

Public Sector Commissioner (incl OPSSC as of 1/12/2010): 

(1)  PSC and OPSSC advise Nil laptop, notebook and palm computers were reported stolen for the 12 
months from 30 June 2009 to 30 June 2010. 

(2-6a)  Not applicable 

Salaries and Allowances Tribunal; Lotterywest: 

(1)  Nil 

(2-6a)  Not applicable 

Department of State Development: 

(1)  Nil. 

(2-5)  Not applicable. 

(6)  All new portable departmental assets to include telephone, data phones, laptops, notebooks, etc are 
inconspicuously marked with DataDotDNA microdot for easy identification in the event of theft and are 
then conspicuously marked with a sticker that this technology has been utilised on the device. 

(6a)  On 1 January 2009, when the Department of State Development was established. 

Gold Corporation: 

(1)  Nil 

(2-5c)  Not applicable 

(6)  Compulsory encryption of all handheld devices and all company data to be remotely access via the 
Citrix Web Portal. 

(6a)  Approximately 2008. 

Department of Treasury and Finance 

(1)   One  

(2)  $1 720 

(3)  No 

(4)  Not applicable 

(5)  Yes 

(a) December 2009 

(b)      Computer not recovered 

(c)      Not applicable 

(6)      Nil 

(a)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE SUPERANUATION BOARD 

(1)   Nil 

(2)-(6)  Not applicable 

INSURANCE COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

(1)   Nil 

(2)-(6)  Not applicable 

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL 

(1) One 

(2)  $1 500.00 

(3)   Yes 
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(4)     Access to sensitive information is protected by inbuilt security measures on all hardware including 
password protected hard drives. 

(5)    Yes 

(a)   The laptop was reported to Police when it was advised that it was stolen from Swan Tafe. 

(b)      No outcome to date. 

(6)      External clients are required to provide secure storage facilities for Office of the Auditor General 
equipment whilst working at their site.  This is conveyed to the client at the commencement of each 
audit. 

(a)    These steps have always existed.  However this requirement has been reinforced to all staff. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TREASURY CORPORATION 

(1)   Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

4441. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Premier’s portfolios? 

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 October 2010, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Premier have requested website funding increases in time for the 2010 mid-year review? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Government agencies in the Premier's portfolio advise: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet: 

(1)   19. 

(2)  None as at 14 January 2011. 

(3)  The global budget allocation for all websites maintained in the 2009-10 financial year was $313,790. 

(4)  Nil. 

Public Sector Commissioner: 

(1)  11 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  $91,615 

(4)  Nil 

The Public Sector Commission also advises that for the former Office of the Public Sector Standards 
Commissioner: 

(1)  Two 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  $16,872 

(4)  Nil 

Salaries and Allowances Tribunal: 

(1)  One 

(2-3)  Nil 

(4)  Not applicable 

Department of State Development: 

(1)  One. 

(2)  Not applicable. 
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(3)  $12,425 for the Department of State Development (for the 2009/10 financial year). 

(4)  Not applicable. 

Gold Corporation: 

(1)  Five websites 

(2)  No new websites 

(3) Website 1 $40,000 
Website 2 $22,000 
Website 3 and 4 Nil 
Website 5 $1600 

(4)  No funding request 

Lotterywest: 

(1)  Two — Lotterywest Corporate Website (http://www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au) and 

Lotterywest Retail Link (http://www.lwretail.com).  

(2)  One — A Saturday Lotto Microsite  — Lotto Dance is planned to be launched in February 2011. A new 
Play Online service will be launched in February 2011 together with new functionality to accept online 
Grants applications this is part of the redevelopment of the Lotterywest Corporate Website 
(http://www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au). 

(3)  Lotterywest Corporate Website (http://www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au) $746,370 

Lotterywest Retail Link (http://www.lwretail.com)$10,000 

Saturday Lotto Microsite  — Lotto Dance $30,000 

Figures based on estimates reflecting the division of budget between web activities and back-end 
functionality together with Project progress status information as at 31 October 2010. 

(4)  No funding increase requested for 2010. Re-development of the Lotterywest Corporate website — 
including play Online and automated online Grants applications — undertaken as part of an already 
approved Project budget as well as other approved budget sources. 

DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY AND FINANCE 

(1)  Seven 

(2)    One 

(3)     $616,761 total cost of all websites  

(4)     Nil 

(1)  Currently ACTIVE websites for DTF are: 

ceiid.wa.gov.au 
contractswa.dtf.wa.gov.au 
dtf.wa.gov.au 
oss.wa.gov.au 
servicenet.wa.gov.au 
servicenet.wa.gov.au/websites 
ssc.wa.gov.au 
tenders.wa.gov.au 

Previous DTF websites: 

Conferwest.wa.gov.au  redirect from gov.wa.website 
Energysubsidy.dtf.wa.gov.au  redirect 
Gem.wa.gov.au   redirect 
Grads.dtf.wa.gov.au  redirect 
One40william.servicenet.wa.gov.au  
Money.dtf.wa.gov.au  redirect 
Ogp.wa.gov.au   redirect 
Osr.wa.gov.au   redirect 
Ourstatebudget.wa.gov.au  redirect 
Procurementreform.dtf.wa.gov.au  redirect 
Regulatoryimpact.wa.gov.au  redirect 
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Spirit.wa.gov.au   redirect 
Stateinfrastructurestrategy.wa.gov.au  redirect 
Statetaxreview.wa.gov.au  redirect 
Treasury.wa.gov.au  redirect 
Works.wa.gov.au  redirect 
BS.wa.gov.au   decommissioned 
Eventnet.wa.gov.au  decommissioned 
Fellowships.dtf.wa.gov.au  decommissioned 
Ooe.wa.gov.au   decommissioned 
Owa.wa.gov.au   decommissioned 
Scholarships.dtf.wa.gov.au  decommissioned 
Statesuperboard.wa.gov.au  decommissioned 
Taxreform.dtf.wa.gov.au  decommissioned 

(2)  This one we understand is still under construction: 

regulatoryimpact.wa.gov.au                         

(3)  Global budget allocation 

(figures include maintenance costs of wa.gov.au and lifeevents.wa.gov.au which are owned by PSC and 
maintained by DTF)  

Hardware cost 58 481 
Software cost  45 000 
Hosting & support cost 102 400 
Maintenance Cost 270 382 
Planning & Development 140 498 
TOTAL COST    $616 761 — unable to provide individual cost per website 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES SUPERANNUATION BOARD 

(1)     One 

(2)    Nil 

(3)     $80 000 budget allocation 

(4)     Nil 

INSURANCE COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

(1)     Three 

(2)      Possibly one, for the Insurance Commission's CTP Division.  

(3)       The total cost of maintaining all ICWA websites is approximately $275 000 p.a. 

(4)      Nil 

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL 

(1)      One 

(2)      None 

(3)      $8 000 is the total expenditure on websites to 31 October 2010 

(4)      None 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TREASURY CORPORATION 

(1)       One 

(2)       Not Applicable 

(3)       $25 000 

(4)       Not Applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

4450. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios? 
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(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 October 2010, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases in time for the 2010 mid-year review? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Office of Energy 

(1)  1 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  $25 000 for 2010-11 financial year. 

(4)  None. 

Synergy 

(1)  1 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  There is no global budget for the websites. All costs are covered under marketing and information 
technology budgets.  

(4)  Not applicable. 

Western Power 

(1)  4 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  $40,000 

(4)  Not applicable. 

Horizon Power 

(1)  2 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  Breakdowns for support and development spend is not available on a site by site basis. Support costs 
are bundled as part of a service provided to Horizon Power by Western Power. 

(4)  Not applicable.  

Verve Energy 

(1)  1 

(2)-(3) Nil 

(4)  Not applicable. 

Independent Market Operator 

(1)  1 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  There is a current budget allocation for 2010/11 for the IMO website of $16,500. This does not include 
infrastructure support which is budgeted globally. 

(4)  Not applicable. 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(1)  6 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  $400,000 

(4)  No funding has been requested 

Central Institute of Technology 

(1)  1 

(2)  Nil 
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(3)  $338,000 for operational, planning and development 2010 and 2011 

(4)  No funding has been requested 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(1)  1 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  Nil 

(4)  No funding has been requested 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(1)  1 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  $1,000 

(4)  No funding has been requested 

Great Southern Instituteof Technology 

(1)  4 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  $6,000 I learn, $1,080 publications, $480 Unilink 

(4)  No funding has been requested 

KimberleyTAFE 

(1)  1 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  Nil 

(4)  No funding has been requested 

CY O'Connor Institute 

(1)  1 

(2)  1 new website for higher education in 2011 

(3)  $26,000 

(4)  No funding has been requested 

Pilbara TAFE 

(1)  3 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  Nil 

(4)  No funding has been requested 

Polytechnic West 

(1)  1 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  $310,200.00 (Hosting and support $1,200 and planning and development $309,000). 

(4)  No funding has been requested 

South West Institute of Technology 

(1)  1 

(2)  1 

(3)  $120 

(4)  No funding has been requested 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(1)  5 

(2)  2 

(3)  Nil 
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(4)  No funding has been requested 

Department of Education Services 

(1)  5 

(2)  Nil 

(3)  http://studywest.des.wa.gov.au/pages/index.php — $40,000 

No specific budget allocation for remaining websites as they are covered under IT services provided by 
another Government Department under a service level agreement.  

(4)  Not applicable. 

Construction Training Fund 

(1) 2 

(2) Existing site being updated to incorporate Training Council. 

(3) $50,000 

(4) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

4457. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants within each department and agency 
within the Premier’s portfolios since 1 April 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Premier’s office; and 

(a) what company is contracted to tend and water these plants; 

(b) what is the cost of this contract to date since 1 April 2009; and 

(c) how regularly does this company tend and water to the plants? 

(3) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Premier’s office; and 

(a) which companies provide flower arrangements to the office; 

(b) what amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 1 April 
2009; and  

(c) how regularly are flower arrangements replaced? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

For the period 1 April 2009 — 28 February 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 2203.  
As for 1 March 2010 — 13 December 2010 please find the answer below: 

Government agencies in the Premier's portfolio advise: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet:  

(1)  $7,567.18 for the Department, including the Premier's and Ministers' offices. 

(2)  Eight 

(a)  Indoor Gardens. 

(b)  $1576.60. 

(c)  Monthly. 

(3)  Nil. 

(3a-c)  Not Applicable. 

Public Sector Commissioner (incl OPSSC as of 1/12/2010): 

(1)  Nil amounts have been expended for the hiring and/or purchase of plants within PSC and OPSSC for 
the period 1 March 2010 to 13 December 2010. 

(2-3c)  Not applicable 

Salaries and Allowances Tribunal; Department of State Development: 

(1)  Nil 

(2-3)  Not applicable 
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Gold Corporation: 

(1)  $5,681.85 

(2-3c)  Not applicable 

Department of Treasury and Finance 

(1)    $70 059 for plant hire and tending service from 1 April 2009 

(2)-(3)   Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE SUPERANUATION BOARD 

(1)    $12 864.74 for plant hire and tending service from 1 April 2009 

(2)-(3)   Not applicable 

INSURANCE COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

(1)      $35 727.82 ex GSTfor plant hire and tending service from 1 April 2009  

(2)-(3)  Not applicable 

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL 

(1)     $3 014.12 ex GST for plant hire and tending service from 1 April 2009 

(2)-(3)   Not applicable 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TREASURY CORPORATION 

(1)   Nil for plant hire and tending service from 1 April 2009 

(2)-(3)   Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — FEMALE STAFF CLASSIFICATION 

4473. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Premier’s portfolios 
are currently ranked at class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(2) What is the percentage of female staff at class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(3) How many males are currently ranked at class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For those persons currently employed in your Ministerial Office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

I refer the Member to the annual reports produced by each agency which includes breakdowns of staff. I would 
also direct the Member to the Public Sector Commission's workforce profile, compiled across government. 

Information relating to staff in Ministerial Office's can be found in the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in 
Parliament every quarter as part of this government's ongoing commitment to accountability and transparency. If 
the Member has a more specific question relating to information not covered in the comprehensive Resourcing 
Report, the government will be happy to answer it. 

If the Member has a specific enquiry relating to a specific agency, he is welcome to ask it.   

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — FEMALE STAFF CLASSIFICATION 

4485. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Premier’s portfolios 
are currently ranked at class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(2) What is the percentage of female staff at class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(3) How many males are currently ranked at class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For those persons currently employed in your Ministerial Office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 
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Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

I refer the Member to the annual reports produced by each agency which includes breakdowns of staff. I would 
also direct the Member to the Public Sector Commission's workforce profile, compiled across government. 

Information relating to staff in Ministerial Office's can be found in the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in 
Parliament every quarter as part of this government's ongoing commitment to accountability and transparency. If 
the Member has a more specific question relating to information not covered in the comprehensive Resourcing 
Report, the government will be happy to answer it. 

If the Member has a specific enquiry relating to a specific agency, he is welcome to ask it.   

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — MEDIA MONITORING SERVICES 

4489. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

(1) For each government department or agency under the Premier’s control, including the Ministerial 
Office, I ask: 

(a) are media monitoring services provided, and if yes: 

(i) which firm or firms currently provide a media monitoring service; 

(ii) what is the cost of the contract(s); 

(iii) since 1 June 2010, how much has been paid for media monitoring services; 

(iv) what is the duration of the contract(s); and 

(v) when did the contract(s) commence? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Government agencies in the Premier's portfolio advise only for the period of 1 June 2010 — 13 December 2010: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet: 

(1a)  Yes 

(i-v)  The Department provides media monitoring services to the Premier's Office and Ministerial 
offices through the Media Monitoring Unit of the Media Office. 

Public Sector Commissioner (incl OPSSC as of 1/12/2010): 

(1 a)  No 

(a i-v)  Not applicable 

Salaries and Allowances Tribunal: 

(1a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitoring Unit, Department of the Premier and Cabinet. 

(ii-iii)  Nil 

(iv)  No contract in place. An ongoing service is provided by the Department of the Premier and 
Cabinet. 

(v)  1 April 2010 

Department of State Development: 

(1a)  Yes. The Department of State Development uses a media monitoring service under a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Department of Mines and Petroleum. 

(i)  Media Monitors 

(ii)  There is no contract. 

(iii)  Under the Memorandum of Understanding the Department of State Development has paid 
$20,000 to the Department of Mines and Petroleum to provide the service during 2010/11. The 
Memorandum of Understanding is reviewed annually. 

(iv-v)    Not applicable 

Gold Corporation: 

(1a)  Yes 

(i)  Gold Corporation contracts the supply of media monitoring services from Media Monitors Pty 
Ltd. 

(ii)  The cost of the current contact averages at approximately $788.65 per month (calculated from 
monthly invoices received between 1 June and 31 December 2010). 
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(iii)  Between 1 June and 13 December 2010, Gold Corporation paid Media Monitors Pty Ltd a total 
of $4,731.89 for services rendered. 

(iv)  The Gold Corporation/Perth Mint contract with Media Monitors Pty Ltd is re-negotiated 
annually with the last Client Service Order signed in January 2010. 

(v)  The ongoing arrangement with Media Monitors Pty Ltd commenced in 2002. 

Lotterywest: 

(1a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitors 

(ii)  $95,000 (for a three year and three month contract)Equating to $30,000 per year 

(iii)  $8313.36 (including GST) from 1 June 2010 to 13 December 2010 

(iv)  Three years and three months 

(v)  16 January 2008 

Department of Treasury and Finance 

(1)(a)    No        

(i)-(v)   Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE SUPERANNUATION BOARD 

(1) (a)  Yes 

i.  Media Monitors Pty Ltd; Meltwater News 

ii.  Media Monitors $124 801; Meltwater News $13 540 

iii.  Media Monitors: $11 142.06 (June to August 2010 inclusive; Meltwater News $136.54 (June 
to August 2010 inclusive)  

iv.  Media Monitors 3 years (2 year initial term with a 1 year extension option); Meltwater News 3 
years 

v.  Media Monitors 24 July 2009; Meltwater News 31 July 2009 

INSURANCE COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

(1) (a)  Yes.  

i.  Media monitoring services are provided to the Insurance Commission by Media Monitors Pty 
Ltd.  

ii.  Because the media monitoring services provided have variable costs (dependent upon number 
of media slips that are provided and if any transcripts are specifically ordered), the total cost of 
the contract is difficult to ascertain. On average, the cost per month spent on the media 
monitoring service is $3 556.24. 

iii.  Since 1 June 2010, $25 292.01 (including GST) has been paid for media monitoring services 
provided by Media Monitors Pty Ltd. This figure includes daily media monitoring in addition 
to transcripts that are requested by Insurance Commission employees.  

iv.  Since 2006, there has been a 'client service order' agreement between Media Monitors Pty Ltd 
and the Insurance Commission. This agreement is essentially a 'rolling contract' that continues 
to run until parties agree that the services being provided shall come to an end.  

v  Media Monitors Pty Ltd has been providing services since April 2002, but the current 
agreement (for a digital service) has been in operation since 22 August 2006.  

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL 

(1)(a)    The Office does not currently have a media monitoring contract. 

(i)-(ii)  Not applicable 

(iii) $262.50 — ex GST 

(iv)-(v)  Not applicable 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TREASURY CORPORATION 

(1)(a)    No        

(i)-(v)   Not applicable 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — MEDIA MONITORING SERVICES 

4501. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) For each government department or agency under the Minister’s control, including the Ministerial 
Office, I ask: 

(a) are media monitoring services provided, and if yes: 

(i) which firm or firms currently provide a media monitoring service; 

(ii) what is the cost of the contract(s); 

(iii) since 1 June 2010, how much has been paid for media monitoring services; 

(iv) what is the duration of the contract(s); and 

(v) when did the contract(s) commence? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Department of Water 

(1a)    Yes 

(i)  Media Monitoring Services 

(ii)  There is no contract. 

(iii)  $ 6872.44 

(iv)-(v) Not applicable 

Busselton Water 

(1a)  Yes 

(i)  The Department of Premier and Cabinet Monitoring Unit 

(ii)  Nil 

(iii)  Nil 

(iv)-(v)  Not applicable 

Water Corporation 

(1a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitors 

(ii)  Up to $45000 per annum, depending on demand. 

(iii)  $32266 

(iv)  12 months 

(v)  1 January 2010 

Aqwest 

(a)  No 

(i-v)  Not applicable 

Office of the Minister for Water 

(1a i-v)  The Department of Premier and Cabinet provides media monitoring services to Ministerial Offices 
through the Media Monitoring Unit of the Media Office. 

Mental Health Commission 

(1a i-v) Media monitoring services are provided to the Mental Health Commission via the Department of Health 
contract with Media Monitors Australia Pty Ltd. 

Drug and Alcohol Office 

(1a i-v) Media monitoring services between 1 June and 13 December 2010 were provided to the Drug and 
Alcohol Office via the Department of Health contract with Media Monitors Australia Pty Ltd. 

Office of the Minister for Mental Health 

The Minister for Mental Health was sworn in on 14th December 2010 and as such did not have a Ministerial 
Office during that time period. 



738 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 17 February 2011] 

 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — STAFF, VEHICLES, CREDIT CARDS AND MOBILE PHONES 

4505. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

(1) As at 23 November 2010, will the Premier indicate for each staff member working in their Ministerial 
Office, including staff on secondment, placement or attachment to the Office: 

(a) name; 

(b) level; 

(c) salary band for employee; and 

(d) type of employment contract? 

(2) As at 23 November 2010, will the Premier indicate how many vehicles have been allocated to the 
Office; and 

(a) the make and model of each vehicle; 

(b) the names of staff to which each vehicle is allocated; 

(c) total fuel charges for each vehicle since 23 September 2008; and 

(d) the name of the scheme to which each vehicle has been allocated? 

(3) As at 23 November 2010, will the Premier indicate how many government credit cards have been 
allocated to the Office; and 

(a) the names of staff to which the credit cards have been allocated; 

(b) credit card limits on each credit card; 

(c) expenditure to date on each credit card; and 

(d) current credit card balances? 

(4) As at 23 November 2010, will the Premier indicate how many mobile phones are allocated to the 
Office; and 

(a) what is the total number of mobile phones available to the Office; 

(b) what is the name and position of each person to whom a mobile phone has been allocated; 

(c) what is the model and make of each mobile phone allocated; 

(d) what functions and delivery of service are utilised by each staff member on their mobile 
phones (including email, internet and downloads); 

(e) what additional costs are associated with the functions listed in (d); and 

(f) what is the total cost expenditure for each mobile phone since 23 September 2008? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Information relating to staff in Ministerial Office's can be found in the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in 
Parliament every quarter as part of this government's ongoing commitment to accountability and transparency. If 
the Member has a more specific question relating to information not covered in the comprehensive Resourcing 
Report, the government will be happy to answer it. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — EMPLOYEE NUMBERS  

4521. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

In respect of the Premier’s portfolio responsibilities, I ask: 

(a) as at 23 of November 2010, how many full time equivalent (FTE) public sector workers are employed 
in each government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Premier’s portfolios? 

(b) as at 23 of November 2010, how many public sector workers by head count are employed in each 
government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Premier’s portfolios? 

(c) as at 23 of November 2010, how many public sector workers who are actively engaged are employed in 
each government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Premier’s portfolios? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

I refer the Member to the annual reports produced by each agency which includes information on employed staff 
numbers. I would also direct the Member to the Public Sector Commission's workforce profile, compiled across 
government. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

4537. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

I refer the Premier to each department and agency under the Premier’s control, including his Office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including:  

(i) public;  

(ii) corporate; and  

(iii) media relations; and 

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees;  

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees;  

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and  

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for:  

(i) phone entitlements; and  

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Government agencies in the Premier's portfolio advise information as at 13 December 2010: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet, including Premier's Office and all Ministers' Offices: 

(a i-iii)  26 plus one placement. 

(b-e ii)  [See paper 3087.] 

Public Sector Commissioner (incl OPSSC as of 1/12/2010): 

(a i-iii)  4 employees (three FTE) 

(b-c)  Project Support Officer:PSGA Level 2 (0.5 FTE)  
Information Officer: PSGA Level 3  
Web Administrator: PSGA Level 4 (0.5 FTE)  
Senior Communications Officer : PSGA Level 6  

(d)  Nil 

(e i-ii)  Not applicable 

Salaries and Allowances Tribunal: 

(a i-iii) Nil 

(b-e ii) Not applicable 

Department of State Development: 

(a i-iii)  Two 

(b)  PSGA Level 6  

PSGA Level 6  

(c) Coordinator, Communications and Media 

Publications and Marketing Coordinator 

(d) Coordinator, Communications and Media — mobile phone 

Publications and Marketing Coordinator — mobile phone 

(e i) Coordinator, Communications and Media — business and after hours calls 

Publications and Marketing Coordinator — business and after hours calls 

(e ii) Not applicable 

Gold Corporation: 

(a i-iii) 12 
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(b-c)   Sales and Marketing Director $180,000.00-$220,000.00 
Wholesale Manager  $110,000.00-$130,000.00 
E Business Manager  $110,000.00-$130,000.00 
Public Relations Manager  $70,000.00-$90,000.00 
Australian  Wholesale Manager  $80,000.00-$90,000.00 
Catalogue Manager  $70,000.00-$90,000.00 
Copywriter   $60,000.00-$75,000.00 
International Sales Executive $55,000.00-$70,000.00 
E Business Co-ordinator  $50,000.00-$60,000.00 
Marketing Co-ordinator  $50,000.00-$60,000.00 
Events & Promotions Co-ordinator  $50,000.00-$60,000.00 
Marketing Assistant  $45,000.00-$55,000.00 

(d-e ii) No vehicle entitlements for any employee.  Company mobiles are provided for the Sales and Marketing 
Director and Wholesale Manager.  

Lotterywest: 

(a-e ii)  [See paper 3087.] 

Department of Treasury and Finance 

(a)    Seven 

(i)-(iii)  Seven  

(b)-(d) $95,301-$102,144    2 x Manager Corporate Communications  —  mobile phone 

$81,501-$90,249 2 x Senior Communications Officers  — Nil  

$70,037-$77,405 2 x Web Administrators  — Nil 

$62,959-$66538 Publications Officer  — Nil 

(e) (i)   cost of calls 

(ii)  Nil 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE SUPERANNUATION BOARD 

(a)   Seven 

(i)-(iii)  Two  

(b)-(d) GESB contract equiv   1 x +Class 4 
GESB contract equiv   1 x Class 2 
GESB contract equiv PSGA  2 x Level 9 
GESB contract equiv PSGA   1 x Level 8 
GESB contract equiv PSGA   1 x Level 7 
GESB contract equiv PSGA  1 x Level 5 

INSURANCE COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

(a)     One 

(b)      Level 6 

(c)    Public Relations Manager 

(d)   Phone, car bay and fuel card 

(e)(i)    Mobile phone 

(ii)     Car bay and fuel card 

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL 

(a)     One — Note the primary role of this position is to prepare reports for tabling and publication. 

(a) (i)-(iii)  Refer to response at (a) 

(b)       Level 7  

(c)    Manager Communications 

(d)       Mobile Phone 

(e) (i)(ii)  Refer to response under (d) 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TREASURY CORPORATION 

(a)  Nil 

(b)-(e)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VEHICLE CLEANING 

4553. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

For each department and agency within the Premier’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) as at 23 November 2010, how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency;  

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle;  

(c) if any vehicle was commercially cleaned since 23 September 2008, please provide:  

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill;  

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned;  

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and  

(iv) advise whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; and  

(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle;  

(e) if any vehicle was commercially detailed since 23 September 2008, please provide:  

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and detailing bill;  

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially detailed;  

(iii) the address where the vehicle is detailed; and  

(iv) advise whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and  

(f) please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or agency since 
23 September 2008? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

For the period of 23 September 2008 — 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 
2429.   

Government agencies in the Premier's portfolio advise information as at 23 November 2010: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet: 

(a)  As at 23 November 2010 the Department had a total of 162 vehicles allocated to it.  This figure includes 
operational, ministerial vehicles, and vehicles provided to Members of Parliament as part of the Salaries 
and Allowances Tribunal. 

For the period of 23 September 2008 — 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 
2429.   

(b-e)  Ministerial vehicles are routinely cleaned and detailed by employees from the Executive Transport 
Services Branch as part of their duties.  Responsibility for maintenance of the remaining vehicles in the 
Department's vehicle fleet lies with the individual vehicle custodian. This includes responsibility to 
keep the vehicle clean and in a roadworthy state. Washing services are available to vehicle custodians 
through fleet fuel card arrangements at selected car wash facilities. Responsibility for maintaining 
vehicles provided to members of parliament lies with individual members with costs met through fleet 
fuel card arrangements or by individuals.  

(f)  Cleaning and detailing of ministerial vehicles is considered to be part of the duties of employees of the 
Executive Transport Services Branch and costs are therefore not separately identified. Ministerial 
vehicles also have the fleet fuel card car wash facility. The Department advises that costs for washing 
services using fleet fuel cards are not identified separately from overall fleet operating costs.   

Public Sector Commissioner (incl OPSSC as of 1/12/2010): 

(a)  As at 23 November 2010 PSC — 11 vehicles / OPSSC — 4 vehicles;  

(b)  Each vehicle is supplied with a fuel card from SG Fleet allowing officers to access car washing 
facilities at selected service stations.  The Executive Transport Services Branch washes and cleans the 
Public Sector Commissioner's car on an ad hoc basis at no cost to the Commission.  

(c)  For the period of 23 September 2008 — 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question 
on Notice 2429.   
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Nil PSC and OPSSC vehicles were commercially cleaned between 21 April to 23 November 2010.  

(c i-c iv)Not applicable for PSC/OPSSC  

(d)  Nil detailing arrangements are provided for any PSC and OPSSC vehicle.  

(e)  For the period of 23 September 2008 — 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question 
on Notice 2429.   

Nil PSC and OPSSC vehicles were commercially detailed between 21 April to 23 November 2010:  

(e i-e iv) Not applicable for PSC/OPSSC. 

(f)   For the period of 23 September 2008 — 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question 
on Notice 2429.   

Vehicle cleaning costs for the period 21 April to 23 November 2010 as per report from SG Fleet 
Australia Pty Ltd are: PSC — $209.08 / OPSSC — $ 256.72. 

Salaries and Allowances Tribunal: 

(a)  One 

(b-f)  Responsibility for maintenance of the remaining vehicles in the Department's vehicle fleet lies with the 
individual vehicle custodian. This includes responsibility to keep the vehicle clean and in a roadworthy 
state. Washing services are available to vehicle custodians through fleet fuel card arrangements at 
selected car wash facilities. 

Department of State Development: 

(a)  As at 23 November 2010, the Department of State Development had 22 vehicles in the metropolitan 
fleet and 5 vehicles located in overseas offices. 

(b)  As at 23 November 2010, as an option, the metropolitan fleet drivers have the use of a BP carwash 
facility.  Overseas drivers use local carwash facilities. 

(c i-iv) For the period of 23 September 2008 — 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question 
on Notice 2429.  From 21 April to 23 November 2010 the answer is Not applicable. 

(d)  As at 23 November 2010 the answer is Not applicable. 

(e-f)  For the period of 23 September 2008 — 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question 
on Notice 2429.  From 21 April to 23 November 2010 the answer is Not applicable. 

Gold Corporation: 

(a)  As at 23 November 2010 —  3 vehicles: 1 utility vehicle for carrying goods and 2 cars for staff travel 
between mint and refinery. 

(b)  As at 23 November 2010 — please refer to answer in parts (ci — iv). 

(c i-iv)  For the period of 23 September 2008 — 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question 
on Notice 2429.  From 21 April 2010 — 13 December 2010 — washing is done internally. 

(d)  Not applicable 

(e-f)  For the period of 23 September 2008 — 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question 
on Notice 2429.  For the period of 21 April — 13 December 2010 not applicable. 

Lotterywest: 

(a)  24 

(b-c)  None 

(c i-iii) Not applicable 

(d-e)  None 

(e i-f)  Not applicable 

Department of Treasury and Finance 

(a)  DTF had 139 vehicles as at 23 November 2010. 

(b)  As per the DTF motor vehicle policy, the drivers/custodians are required to maintain the vehicles. Each 
vehicle is provided with fuel cards, which include car wash facilities. Custodians of each vehicle are 
encouraged to use this car wash facility. 

(c)-(e) Not applicable 
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(f)  DTF has incurred $1,887.90 in car washing expenses for the period 21 April 2010 to 23 November 
2010. 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE SUPERANNUATION BOARD 

(a)  Four 

(b)  Vehicles are washed as and when required using a public carwash but are not commercially cleaned. 

(c)     Not applicable 

(d)    None 

(e)    Not applicable 

(f)    Vehicle 1. 2009 = $31.00 & 2010 = $12 

Vehicle 2. 2009 = $ 15.00 & 2010 = $12 

Vehicle 3. 2009 = $45.00 & 2010 = $56 

Vehicle 4. 2009 = $10.00 & 2010 = $15 

INSURANCE COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

(a)    As at 23 November 2010 the Insurance Commission of Western Australia had 35 motor vehicles in the 
fleet. Of these, 28 are salary sacrifice vehicles and 7 are job facility vehicles. 

(b)    In the case of the salary sacrifice vehicles, participants can elect to have car wash as an additional 
benefit, which is added to the salary sacrifice cost. Only 5 of the salary sacrifice vehicles in the fleet 
have this option. Car washing is carried out in the employee's time on a needs basis with no bookings 
made to have the vehicles washed. The wash is carried out at which ever fuel station the vehicle 
happens to be at the time. Where the option is not taken up, employees clean their salary sacrifice 
vehicles themselves. 

The 7 job facility vehicles have the car wash option included as a cost of maintaining the motor vehicle 
fleet. The car wash option is included in the fuel card authority and is used purely on a needs basis with 
no bookings made to have the vehicles washed. The wash is carried out at which ever fuel station the 
vehicle happens to be at the time. 

(c)     Refer to (b). 

(d)     No Insurance Commission of Western Australia vehicle has a detailing arrangement. 

(e)    Not applicable. 

(f)    Refer to (b). In the case of salary sacrifice vehicles that have the car wash option the expense is 
operated on a recovery basis i.e. the employee pays for the car wash as part of the salary sacrifice 
arrangement. 

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL 

(a)  12 vehicles 

(b)     As per the WA Government Fleet Policy and Guidelines, vehicles are to be kept clean and tidy by the 
driver of the vehicle. 

(c) (i)   One vehicle — $2 432.00 (ex GST) 

(ii)     One vehicle is commercially cleaned each fortnight 

(iii)   123 Thomas Road, Subiaco 

(iv)  Yes, the one vehicle is commercially cleaned during office hours 

(d)    No detailing arrangements are in place, the one vehicle has a standard wash and internal vacuum. 

(e) (i)-(iv) Not applicable 

(f)  As per response to c(i) — $2 432.00 (ex GST) 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TREASURY CORPORATION 

(a)  One 

(b)  Washed by driver responsible for vehicle. 

(c)  Not Applicable 

(d)  None 

(e-f)  Not Applicable 



744 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 17 February 2011] 

 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS 

4569. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

For each department and agency within the Premier’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 

(i) 2009–2010; and  

(ii) March 2009 to date; 

(b) please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female victim, male/female 
perpetrator;  

(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Government agencies in the Premier's portfolio advise: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet; Salaries and Allowances Tribunal; Gold Corporation; Department of 
State Development; Lotterywest: 

(a i-ii)  Nil for the period of 1 January 2009 — 13 December 2010. 

(b-d)  Not applicable 

Public Sector Commissioner (incl OPSSC as of 1/12/2010): 

(a i-ii)  Nil PSC/OPSSC staff have reported any incidents of assault for the period of  

1 January 2009 — 13 December 2010. 

(b-d)  Not applicable  

Department of Treasury and Finance 

(a)   (i)  Nil 

(ii)  Nil 

(b)-(d)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE SUPERANNUATION BOARD 

(a)  (i)  Nil 

(ii)  Nil 

(b)-(d)  Not applicable 

INSURANCE COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

(a)      (i)  Nil 

(ii)  Nil 

(b)-(d)  Not applicable 

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL 

(a)      (i)  Nil 

(ii)  Nil 

(b)-(d)  Not applicable 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TREASURY CORPORATION 

(a)      (i)  Nil 

(ii)  Nil 

(b)-(d)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS 

4573. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 
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(i) 2009–2010; and  

(ii) March 2009 to date; 

(b) please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female victim, male/female 
perpetrator;  

(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

For the Department of Education 

(a) (i)-(ii)  Physical assaults by students against staff reported from 1 May 2009 to 13 December 2010 
through the online incident notification system. 

 
 

2009 2010 

JAN     
FEB   57 
MAR   81 
APR   16 
MAY 45 59 
JUN 62 63 
JUL 35 24 
AUG 68 41 
SEPT 40 41 
OCT 32 43 
NOV 56 63 
DEC 21 9 

Data is not available prior to 30 April 2009 due to a system changeover. However 7 incidents which 
occurred between February and April 2009 were recorded retrospectively.  The previous system is not 
compatible with the current system.  

The Online Incident Notification System was upgraded in March 2009 therefore the first dated report is 
30 April 2009. 

Please also note that the data does not distinguish degrees of severity of assault.  Assault includes 
pinching through to, and including, being struck with a weapon.  Many of the instances reported as 
"assaults" are at the lower end of the scale of violence.  What is reported through the online incident 
notification system and the category it is reported under is at the discretion of the principal. 

(b)  In the time frame provided it is not possible to disaggregate the information requested.  It would require 
a significant level of additional resources to provide the level of detail requested. 

(c)  133 incidents of physical assault by students against staff were reported to WA Police. 

(d)  This data can only be provided by WA Police. 

For the Country High School Hostels Authority 

(a)  None 

(a)(i)(ii) Not applicable 

(b)-(d)  Not applicable 

For the Public Education Endowment Trust 

(a) None 

(a)(i)(ii) Not applicable 

(b)-(d) Not applicable 

For the Curriculum Council of WA 

(a)  None 

(a)(i)(ii) Not applicable 

(b)-(d)  Not applicable 

For the Department of Education Services 

(a)  None 
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(a)(i)(ii) Not applicable 

(b)-(d)  Not applicable 

For Tourism WA and Rottnest Island Authority 

(a)  Nil. 

(b)-(d)  Not applicable. 

__________ 

 

 


