
 

 

Legislative Assembly 

Wednesday, 25 May 2011 

                 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams) took the chair at 12.00 noon, and read prayers. 

PAPERS TABLED 

Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house. 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION —  
FOURTEENTH REPORT — “DEATH OF A WITNESS” 

Government Response — Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): Members, I bring to your attention that in relation to the 
recommendations contained in the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission’s report 
entitled “Death of a Witness”, which was tabled on 24 February 2011, no response has been received from the 
Attorney General by the required time. 

WATER SERVICES BILL 2011 

Notice of Motion to Introduce 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Water) [12.03 pm]: I acknowledge the boys from Aquinas 
College in the gallery this afternoon.  

I give notice that on the next day of sitting I will move that a bill for an act relating to the provision of water 
services and the regulation of water service providers and for related purposes be introduced and read a first 
time. 

WATER SERVICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT AND REPEAL BILL 2011 

Notice of Motion to Introduce 

Notice of motion given by Mr W.R. Marmion (Minister for Water). 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE — IT ALL STARTS AT SCHOOL CAMPAIGN 

Statement by Minister for Education 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.05 pm]: I would like to provide the house 
with a progress report on the government’s strategy to improve school attendance. On Sunday evening, the state 
government launched a new $450 000 campaign called It All Starts at School to convey to young people that the 
path to achieving their life goals begins with regularly going to school. The campaign is part of the government’s 
“Better attendance: Brighter futures” strategy, released last year to improve school attendance across Western 
Australia’s 771 public schools. 

The latest statewide attendance rate for public schools is 91.09 per cent, based on data from semester 1 of 2010. 
This is up from 90.79 per cent in 2008 and 91.04 per cent in 2009. The attendance rate for Aboriginal students 
has increased by 1.25 per cent, from 76.34 per cent in 2009 to 77.59 per cent in 2010. Although small 
improvements have been made, more needs to be done. Missing school adds up. If a child misses an average of 
five days a term through years 1 to 10, that child will miss approximately one year of school. If they miss school 
three days a week through years 1 to 10, this will add up to almost six years of school. 

The “Better attendance: Brighter futures” strategy was formed in response to a 2009 report by the Office of the 
Auditor General entitled “Every Day Counts: Managing Student Attendance in Western Australian Public 
Schools”. One of the Auditor General’s recommendations was that the Department of Education publicise and 
promote the importance of regular school attendance to parents, students and the community. To do this 
effectively, the department commissioned market research. This took the form of focus groups to learn the views 
and attitudes of young people of secondary school age and their parents towards school attendance. The resulting 
campaign has taken these views into account and uses a whole new approach. In television, radio, cinema, 
outdoor and online advertisements, inspirational advocates from the fields of media, sport and trades, among 
other vocations, tell their stories and outline why school is important. These people, including newsreader 
Narelda Jacobs, sports stars Luke Shuey, James O’Connor and Roger Hayden, and Apprentice of the Year, Blake 
McCarthy, volunteered their time to participate in the program, and I thank them for their contribution.  

Complementing the advertising campaign, 10 secondary schools have implemented a new strategy whereby 
students who make significant improvements in attendance and those who have a strong attendance record will 
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be offered rewards such as the chance to experience a behind-the-scenes look at the West Coast Eagles operation 
and an insider’s tour of a Perth radio station. Another of the “Better attendance: Brighter futures” strategy’s key 
initiatives is to assist school communities with the most serious non-attendance issues, providing them with 
resources to participate in an attendance improvement measure—AIM—to profile student attendance, and plan 
and implement improvement strategies for the whole school. The total funding for the 40 AIM schools over 2010 
and 2011 is more than $4 million. 

It is important to inspire disengaged young people to be their best, to make the most of their life opportunities 
and to contribute to society. This all starts with regular school attendance. 

AC/DC: AUSTRALIA’S FAMILY JEWELS EXHIBITION 

Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.08 pm]: I am pleased to inform the 
house of yet another successful exhibition currently on display at the Western Australian Museum in the Perth 
Cultural Centre. AC/DC Australia’s Family Jewels opened on Friday, 15 April. This free entry exhibition traces 
the history of the world-famous band and is proving very popular with Western Australian audiences. It is 
currently tracking as successfully as last year’s A Day in Pompeii exhibition, which had more than 113 000 
visitors pass through the doors. 

Mr M. McGowan: Whose family jewels? 

Several members: AC/DC’s! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The AC/DC exhibition has more than 400 items, including three hours of live footage, 
photographs, instruments, gig posters, programs, lyrics, personal memorabilia and costumes. The exhibition will 
hold a special place in the hearts of many Western Australians, given that the late Bon Scott grew up in 
Fremantle. 

To date I am advised that the AC/DC exhibition is actually exceeding A Day in Pompeii’s numbers at the same 
point in the exhibition cycle, although it must be said that A Day in Pompeii was a ticketed event. Since opening 
in mid-April, more than 28 800 people, as of Sunday, 22 May, have visited the Perth site of the Museum to visit 
the AC/DC exhibition.  

On a further pleasing note, an external visitors survey conducted on behalf of the Western Australian Museum 
has indicated that more than 60 per cent of those surveyed are either first-time visitors to the Museum or have 
not visited the venue for several years. Given AC/DC’s two sold-out Perth concerts last year, I expect that many 
more thousands of Western Australians will make the most of the opportunity to view this exhibition, which is 
fully endorsed by the band and which attracted more than 220 000 people in Melbourne. The exhibition has been 
developed and presented by the Western Australian Museum and the Melbourne Arts Centre in association with 
AC/DC, Albert Music and Sony Music. It is yet another example of a successful state government initiative to 
provide a range of cultural experiences for the people of Perth and visitors to Perth Cultural Centre. We will 
continue to invest in exhibitions of this calibre and pursue other partnerships that cement Perth’s role as an 
emergent capital city in the Asia–Pacific region. 

On completing, I encourage my parliamentary colleagues to visit AC/DC Australia’s Family Jewels, and I thank 
my colleague the member for Jandakot for acting on my behalf in opening this exhibition while I was out of the 
country. I understand that he was very well placed to open the exhibition and shares a deep affinity with its 
contents! 

The SPEAKER: Back in Black, perhaps, minister! 

HERITAGE FUNDING 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [12.10 pm]: It gives me great pleasure to 
announce this government’s ongoing support for heritage through the allocation of almost $2.2 million in this 
year’s budget, with $1.3 million of this in 2011–12. The Heritage Council maintains information on more than 
1 300 places entered in the state Register of Heritage Places, and more than 21 000 places of local heritage 
interest identified by local governments. This information and its electronic interface are vital to owners, state 
and local government authorities, historical groups, the real estate industry and those involved in property 
transactions and development. 

The provision of $1.59 million will deliver a replacement heritage online business system that will address the 
risks highlighted in a 2009 strategic information plan, which included the limited availability and costliness of 
technical support for maintaining the current system, which is now more than 15 years old. The modernisation of 
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the core information system will better reflect current business needs and will be easier to maintain. It will 
enhance public and industry access and promote interoperability between other government agencies involved in 
asset management and land transactions. 

This new core business system will also underpin the implementation of essential business process reform within 
the Office of Heritage, leading to greater efficiencies and cost savings. In addition to this capital investment, this 
budget will provide a further $600 000 over two years to modernise the Heritage Council’s computer 
infrastructure by migrating to a common PC–based platform. This will ensure full integration with other 
government agencies such as the Office of Shared Services and Landgate. It will also facilitate the relocation of 
the Office of Heritage to the 140 William Street complex later this year under the government’s accommodation 
strategy. 

This $2.2 million investment in technology is another example of the state government’s commitment to heritage 
and will underpin the delivery of the objectives of Western Australia’s first state cultural heritage policy—
namely, recognise, protect, promote and partner. 

CASINO (BURSWOOD ISLAND) AGREEMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2011 

Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr T.K. Waldron (Minister for Racing and Gaming), and read a first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [12.13 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The Casino (Burswood Island) Agreement Amendment Bill 2011 ratifies the twelfth supplementary agreement, 
which in turn amends the state agreement scheduled to the Casino (Burswood Island) Agreement Act 1985. 

On 19 July 2010, I announced that the government had reached agreement with Burswood Ltd on amendments 
to the state agreement in regard to the rate of casino tax payable on electronic gaming machine revenues as part 
of a major expansion of the Burswood Entertainment Complex. Commencing on 1 July 2011, the tax rate will 
increase in annual increments from 20 per cent to 20.625 per cent. The end tax rate of 20.625 per cent is a 
composite of the rate of 20 per cent payable on the previously approved 1 750 electronic gaming machines and 
the rate of 25 per cent payable on an additional 250 electronic gaming machines approved as part of the 
expansion project. A new casino tax rate of 22 per cent plus the levy of one per cent payable to Burswood Park 
Board will apply to the revenue generated by fully automated table games. The supplementary agreement also 
contains an important amendment that will permit gaming on cruise ships while they are cruising in Western 
Australian waters. In addition, the present prohibition on the playing of two-up within a 200-kilometre radius of 
Burswood Casino will be reduced to 100 kilometres. It will also be possible for the minister, with the consent of 
Burswood, to allow the playing of two-up in conjunction with a major sporting event or special occasion at a 
racing club within a 100-kilometre radius of Burswood Casino. Another important amendment to the state 
agreement will authorise Burswood Park Board to pay up to $5 million for the development of the Heirisson 
Island sculpture park project in such amounts and at such times as determined by the minister.  

Part 3 of the bill makes consequential amendments to the Gaming and Wagering Commission Act 1987. The 
prohibition on the playing of two-up from a 200-kilometre radius of Burswood Casino is reduced to the 
100 kilometre radius. The bill also introduces a regulation-making power under the Gaming and Wagering 
Commission Act to allow gaming on cruise ships while they are in Western Australian waters and for those same 
ships to possess gaming equipment. 

I acknowledge the willingness of the owners of Burswood Casino to support the amendments to the state 
agreement to allow gaming on cruise ships while they are in Western Australian waters and to reduce the 
prohibition on the playing of two-up to within a 100-kilometre radius of Burswood Casino. 

I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman. 

PERTH THEATRE TRUST AMENDMENT BILL 2011 

Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr C.J. Tallentire on behalf of Mr J.N. Hyde, and read a first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by Mr C.J. Tallentire. 
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — PRECEDENCE OF PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [12.18 pm]: On behalf of the Leader of the House, I 
move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable private members’ business to 
have priority from 4.00 pm to 6.00 pm on Wednesday, 25 May 2011. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [12.19 pm]: I appreciate the confident and forceful delivery of the motion 
by the Minister for Planning and how he succeeded in reading it to the house in such a competent fashion. The 
opposition is agreeable to the measure that has been proposed by the government. It basically means that private 
members’ business, which is opposition time, will be cut down to two hours from three hours so that an hour of 
opposition time will be lost. We have two matters that we would like to deal with this afternoon and this 
evening, and it would be good if both matters could come on. In light of the fact that the opposition is agreeing 
to this reduction in our time, it would be good if members of the government would agree to the request that both 
the motion put forward by the member for Collie–Preston and the motion put forward by the member for Perth 
be dealt with one after another in a reasonable, succinct fashion so that more matters can be dealt with by the 
house than is normally the case in private members’ business time on a Wednesday afternoon–evening. That is 
our request. Obviously, we cannot make that happen, but we would request that that happen on the basis of our 
agreeing to what the Minister for Planning and acting Leader of the House has proposed just now. 

Question put and passed. 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — DINNER SUSPENSION 

Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): Members, given that you have passed that motion in the house, I 
advise that we will cease proceedings at 6.00 pm, take the traditional dinner break until 7.00 pm, and then 
recommence proceedings. So there will be a dinner break between 6.00 and 7.00 pm. 

ELECTORAL AND CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILL 2011 

First Reading 

Bill read a first time, on motion by Mr J.H.D. Day (Minister for Planning) on behalf of the Premier. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [12.21 pm]: I move on behalf of the Premier — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The Electoral and Constitution Amendment Bill 2011 seeks to amend the Electoral Act 1907 and the 
Constitution Acts Amendment Act 1899 to enable a fixed election date for general elections in Western 
Australia. During the previous state general election campaign in 2008, the Liberal Party made a clear 
commitment that, if elected to government, it would introduce a fixed period of time for the next state general 
election. Today we are delivering on that promise by legislating for a fixed date every four years. The most 
populous states of Australia, New South Wales and Victoria, have fixed election dates. South Australia, the 
Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory also have fixed terms. 

Fixed-term elections will provide certainty for electors; facilitate better electoral enrolment of citizens who are 
disadvantaged by the calling of snap elections; provide the business community with certainty; provide certainty 
in planning for electoral administrators, and therefore cost efficiency; offer more effective planning in the 
parliamentary and policy process; and remove the partisan political advantage of governments in manipulating 
election dates. 

If passed, this bill will define a state general election held on the second Saturday in March every four years, 
beginning in 2013, as a periodic election; fix the date for Legislative Council general elections for the second 
Saturday in March every four years; and provide for a conjoint general election to occur when the Legislative 
Assembly is dissolved or expires after 1 November in the year prior to a Legislative Council election. Thus, a 
Legislative Assembly election will also have to be held on the second Saturday in March. Due to constitutional 
complexities, any attempt to fix a day for a Legislative Assembly election would require an absolute majority of 
both houses of Parliament and a statewide referendum. 

This bill will also stipulate that the writs for the general election shall be issued on the first Wednesday in 
February in the election year; that nominations for the general election close on the second Friday after the issue 
of the writs; and that the writs must be returned by 21 May in the election year, which will ensure that the 



 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 25 May 2011] 3961 

 

election process is complete before the new members of the Legislative Council take up their positions on 
22 May; and provide alternative days for the general election if it clashes with a commonwealth election or 
Easter, or there are exceptional circumstances as to why the election cannot be held on the second Saturday in 
March. 

In conclusion, if this bill is passed, the Western Australian community will know exactly when the next state 
general election will be held. Further, this bill will offer certainty for the business community and for those who 
have to administer an election. In short, if this bill is passed, the next state general election will be held on 
Saturday, 9 March 2013. I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman. 

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) RECURRENT 2011–12 BILL 2011 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) CAPITAL 2011–12 BILL 2011 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 

Resumed from 24 May. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [12.25 pm]: This year’s budget, like any budget, is only as strong as the 
foundations on which it is built. The foundations in this case are economic assumptions that provide the context 
for setting priorities, allocating funds and planning for the future. What is rapidly becoming apparent as the 
budget figures are carefully examined is that this budget is built on a set of assumptions that are fragile when 
they need to be robust, bold when they need to be careful, and wrong when those assumptions need to be right. It 
goes without saying that assumptions are the basis of economic calculations or predictions. Even so, no-one 
would be bold enough to claim that economics is an exact science or that the assumptions themselves are any 
more than, at best, guesses. The Premier knows this. He was once a lecturer in economics, and to him this is all 
foundations of economics 1. But he also knows that wrong assumptions lead to badly distorted models and that 
badly distorted models are not reliable tools for economic planning. That is what makes this budget so bad. The 
Premier should have known better. 

Let us look at just three of the assumptions that are built into this budget and outlined in budget paper No 3: the 
value of the Australian dollar against the currencies of our major trading partners; the degree of population 
growth forecast for Western Australia; and the participation and unemployment rates. All these will directly 
impact upon the budget over the next 12 months, and then into the out years. The budget assumes that the 
Australian dollar will fall in value to just 97.5c in 2011–12 and to just 76.9c by 2014–15. As of today, the 
exchange rate sits at an assumption of 97.5c for 2011–12. Today’s exchange rate, though, is 7.5c higher, sitting 
at 105c, so Treasury expects the dollar to fall in value against the United States dollar by seven per cent in the 
next few months. Given the trajectory of the dollar over the past year or so, that is an extraordinary guess about 
what will happen, and it is certainly not consistent with the commonwealth government’s modelling or that of 
the Asia–Pacific Economic Cooperation. The commonwealth Treasury and the Reserve Bank of Australia do not 
assume the dramatic devaluation of the Australian dollar that the Western Australian state government does. It is 
the view of the Reserve Bank that the Australian dollar will be worth $US1.07 in 2011–12 and also in 2012–13, 
before falling to $US1.06 in 2013–14 and $US1.05 in 2014–15. 

What is significant about this is that the level of the dollar directly impacts upon royalty revenue. A one cent fall 
in the value of the dollar against the greenback will see an estimated revenue increase of $60 million. That 
means that the Treasurer is counting on the dollar to fall by 7.5c to provide him perhaps with an extra 
$500 million in revenue this year. If the dollar stays high, as most others think it will, that revenue will simply 
not be there and the entire surplus predicted by the Treasurer will vanish. Moreover, the state budget forward 
estimates continue this trend with the result that the dollar might go to the lower value of 76.9c within a few 
short years. However, there is no sign of this outcome in our current economic climate. In the current climate, 
foreign demand for commodities is ensuring that the value of the Australian dollar is more robust now than at 
any time since it was floated in the 1980s. That means that the forward estimates of mining royalties income are 
without authority, and the assumption of levels of royalties income from mining may be as much as $4.4 billion 
to the bad—that is, $4.4 billion that the government is counting on to fulfil its program to run schools, hospitals, 
police stations, courts and prisons, build infrastructure and provide public amenities and so forth. That is a 
potential $4.4 billion hole just sitting there ready to be a debt burden on the future generations of Western 
Australians.  

A second flawed assumption in the budget is that population growth in Western Australia will contract and that 
while the population will continue to increase, the rate of increase will lessen in the years immediately to come. I 
wonder where the Treasurer and his department found the demographic studies to support this piece of flawed 
analysis. A proper understanding of the rate of population growth in Western Australia is critical to any kind of 
planning to provide housing, education, health, human services, policing and so on. Somehow, however, the 
Treasurer and his crew think—despite all the Premier’s talk of a two-speed economy and Western Australia 



3962 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 25 May 2011] 

 

being the economic powerhouse of the nation and mining continuing to be the engine room of our thriving 
economy—that people will not want to move here. The Treasurer somehow thinks that young families would 
prefer to stay in the rust belt states of Victoria and New South Wales rather than come here, where the work is. 
There might continue to be a debate over the next few years on exactly how strongly population growth will 
continue in Western Australia, but the Treasurer is already prepared to bet the farm on the fact that population 
growth will moderate and contract. That is certainly a bold call, and one that is unique to him. Perhaps the 
Treasurer has some foreknowledge. Perhaps, similar to that group in the United States who proclaimed the end 
of the world last Saturday, he believes that there will be some kind of Chinese apocalypse, the economy will 
implode in a similar way to that of Iceland, and suddenly our order books will be empty or our mining sector will 
suddenly collapse. People will keep coming here. People will keep living in our towns and using our public 
health and education systems. People will come in future years in ever increasing numbers. Perhaps this flawed 
analysis is founded in the expectation that demand for labour in Western Australia will suddenly flatten. I do not 
think anyone else is saying that either.  

This leads to the third flawed assumption in the budget. The budget assumes that unemployment will remain at 
much the same rate in the foreseeable future. Everyone tells us how considerable the demand is for labour in the 
north west of our state. The north west is so hungry for labour that it has skewed wage rates. As the projects that 
are in preparation kick in, demand for labour will increase and there is no reason to believe that we might not 
return to the level of unemployment of only 2.8 per cent that we had in Western Australia under our state Labor 
government only a few short years ago.  

This budget is in so many ways flawed and inadequate. The budget is not only a callous and misleading 
document through its conception and implementation of public policy, but also flawed at its heart. Although the 
assumptions about population, the dollar and unemployment rates are all so flawed that they generate 
uncertainty, the one area of certain revenue growth that the government can count on is the amount that it is 
ripping out of Western Australian households for fees and charges. In the course of his speech, the Treasurer 
lectured the house about the need to pay for the generation and delivery of electricity. He went on to note — 

Undoubtedly that caused households pain … 

The Treasurer offered to reward households for having their electricity costs increased by 46 per cent by 
increasing the price by only a further five per cent. Having slugged households again and again, the government 
has decided to only slightly belt us this time. The householders of Western Australia are expected to be grateful 
that the government is not hitting them quite as hard this year, but they are still being hit very hard indeed. In 
three years, total government charges to a representative WA household have risen by $1 073, with a $231 
increase in this year’s budget. The cost of electricity for a representative household will increase by $72 in 2011–
12 and the cumulative increase since 2008 has been $552. Increases in electricity rates to be handed down in the 
future of five per cent, 12 per cent and 12 per cent, take the cumulative six-year increase from 2008 to a massive 
107 per cent. I say, shame on this government. Water tariffs, not inclusive of drainage and sewerage, will 
increase by $67. That is a 13 per cent increase in 2011–12. The cumulative increase since 2008 has been $180. 
That is an increase of 45 per cent. The emergency services levy will contain a cumulative increase since 2008 of 
$45. That is an increase of 31 per cent. All these increases are well above the consumer price index.  

Perhaps if these increases were simply about cost reflectivity, the government could at least argue the case, but 
they are not and the Treasurer knows it. The dirty little secret hidden in Western Australia’s public finance is the 
dividend increase that the government is taking. In the course of the current financial year those dividends 
increased to between 65 per cent and 75 per cent of profits generated by water and power utilities. In the next 
three years, Treasury figures show that power companies will return something like $1.7 billion to the 
government as income and the Water Corporation will return nearly $700 million. That total of $2.4 billion is not 
used to provide electric power or water. Instead, that money goes into the government coffers to be spent on 
other things. When householders receive their power bills or water rates, they are not simply receiving an 
account like any other; they are really receiving a tax demand. Every time we turn on a tap or flick a switch, the 
Treasurer slides his fingers into our purses and pockets and extracts a few more cents to go towards things such 
as the Premier’s new palace.  

As if to offset this de facto tax on households, this government has increased the hardship utility grant scheme 
budget from $4 million to $10 million. On one hand, the government takes a few extra hundreds of millions of 
dollars from households and on the other hand gives back $6 million to the most distressed households as if that 
were some kind of favour. At least the government gives to charity. The government will give $600 million to 
non-government agencies that deal with the most marginal and financially excluded people in our community. 
On the surface this seems very laudable. Who does not want to support Anglicare, the St Vincent de Paul Society 
or the Salvation Army? It would seem churlish to question it. Where does this money come from? It comes from 
Western Australian households, many of which are now forced to seek help from those agencies because of the 
very financial stress that this government has inflicted on them. It has taken from the poor to give to the poor. It 
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has taken from middle income families and returned nothing to them. In the meantime, despite prating about 
financial restraint and good fiscal management, general government spending has blown out by a massive 36 per 
cent since Colin Barnett came to office. That is well in excess of inflation and reflects just how poorly, how 
lazily and how arrogantly this government is managing Western Australia’s finances. It is lighting cigars with 
$100 bills, throwing back five-cent pieces and calling it a good result. 

The government deserves to be condemned for its arrogance and indifference to the needs of our community. 
The Premier is quick to point to Canberra and say, “Blame them; they’re taking all our money,” in an 
environment in which revenue is actually increasing. He does this to divert attention from his raid on our wallets 
and our bank accounts, all to fund his expenditure blow-out and his debt blow-out. That is what he does not want 
people to see. That is why he is playing the Canberra card. Western Australians deserve better than this. They 
deserve better than politicians who play the politics of distraction and deflection to avoid confronting the ugly 
reality that they are inflicting more and more pressure on households, more and more profligate government 
spending and more and more public debt. 

Nearly a week has passed since the Treasurer rose in this place to outline the government’s priorities for the next 
12 months, its strategies for achieving them and the future that this government is building for. He outlined the 
future that his blueprint was laying down. It is a blueprint of more pain, more increases, more spending and more 
debt. It is a callous, arrogant vision. It is a budget built on fragile assumptions. It is a bloated palace built on a 
foundation of sand. 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [12.42 pm]: It is my unhappy task to inform the chamber today that my family 
and I have been the subject of several criminal offences that have led to great distress to my wife and family. In 
fact on Sunday night, I was unfortunate enough to find my wife in a foetal position in the bathroom, dry-retching 
into a bath mat, saying, “I can’t take any more. I can’t take any more.” The Western Australian police force 
kindly, through the dignitary protection unit, attended and did a security assessment of our house. It has taken 
steps to secure the safety of my family and me, including installing a distress button by my wife’s bed, which she 
can press should there be a break and entry into our house to threaten her safety.  

I will have to take the chamber back through a little bit of history to put the matters in context so that members 
can understand what has led to this dreadful situation at our home, where my wife lives in utter terror, together 
with my two baby daughters. It was known that in the 1990s I had a relationship with Darryl Wookey, who went 
on to become a freedom of information commissioner. I ended this relationship in 1997 for personal reasons that 
I do not care to go into. Ms Wookey thereafter sought to establish a relationship with my 11-year-old daughter. 
She did so and fostered that over the next decade. As a non-residential parent, I did what I could to interfere with 
that relationship because I did not think it to be in my daughter’s best interests. I was unsuccessful and became 
estranged from my daughter. 

Things went on. I got cancer, as the chamber knows. I got married; I had children. I lost track entirely of where 
Ms Wookey was up to in life and whether she was working in Western Australia or not. I would not have had a 
clue. In the latter half of 2008 my daughter returned to live with her mother in the house behind me with her 
infant child, my grandson. At that time she visited me and we had an unspoken pact that we would not discuss 
Ms Wookey; we would just try to rebuild our lives. I did not know anything about Ms Wookey or where she was 
or whom she worked for or anything about her life. 

The next thing I knew—and I was absolutely stunned—The West Australian newspaper published a series of 
articles on Ms Wookey, revealing her association with Western Australia’s worst criminal, a man by the name of 
David Everett. David Everett puts David Hicks in the shade. I have a law report from the Australian criminal law 
reports 1994, which details his crimes. I seek leave to lay that on the table of the chamber. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: I table that together with the photograph of the security device that has been installed at 
my home. This law report will reveal that David Everett was before the court on 25 counts of terrorism and 
bombing. He was an ex-Special Air Service regiment soldier—just an incredible person and a diagnosed 
psychopath. The Director of Public Prosecutions was seeking to increase his sentence from 16 to 35 years. As 
the respondent, Everett, through his lawyer, put to the court that he was being held in solitary confinement in 
Casuarina Prison and that this was very cruel and unusual punishment. The court therefore limited his increase 
from 16 to 20 years. He subsequently wrote a book called Shadow Warrior: From the SAS to Australia’s Most 
Wanted in which he detailed and boasted of his crimes. He said that he now saw the light and did not want to do 
that. Nonetheless, he was so dangerous, as he was putting out in this book, that he had to be held in solitary 
confinement. My information is that that is not entirely the case. They had to hold him in solitary confinement 
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because he was under threat from other prisoners because he had used his SAS training and shotguns and 
automatic weapons to kidnap Western Australian families, Western Australian pregnant women and children. 
Even the prisoners really get angry at prisoners who do that. He was also held in solitary confinement because it 
became known within the prison that as an ex-SAS trooper who had gone rogue, he was fizzing to other 
custodial officers who were also from the SAS, so he had to be held in custody for his own protection, which 
was not entirely successful because he was beaten within the special handling unit for those matters. 

The next matter that came to my attention concerning Everett and Wookey was that on Christmas Eve 2008, as I 
arrived home with my final Christmas presents at 4.30 pm, getting ready to go to Christmas Mass with my wife 
and children and my extended family for sort of a rebuilding Christmas, I saw my wife running down the front 
stairs, crying. She handed to me, as she ran out, a letter from a very senior Perth lawyer called Martin Bennett. 
This letter from Martin Bennett, which I have here and will seek also to lay on the table, said that he acted for 
Wookey and that he knew that on or about 10 December I sent envelopes to the Australian Government 
Solicitor. These were very menacing envelopes that were sent to the office of the AGS. On one side was a 
photograph of Everett; on the other side was all this defamatory material about Wookey. This was sent to me on 
Christmas Eve. 

The letter was written on the twenty-third. The letter was held back and delivered to me at 4.30 pm on Christmas 
Eve. It said that unless I responded within 24 hours, all these things would occur to me. Of course, this just blew 
the Quigley family Christmas to smithereens, as we were informed that we were under serious police 
investigation. The letter went on to say that for me to engage in such conduct as a sitting member of Parliament 
in the state of Western Australia is a disgrace. The letter itself constitutes serious professional misconduct by the 
practitioner who has made these assertions against me. To cut a long story short, I did not send any of these 
materials. There was a very high-profile police investigation into me that lasted for some months, during which I 
fully cooperated with DNA sampling, fingerprinting and the like. I seek to lay on the table for the rest of the day 
the police clearance of John Quigley of these allegations that I had committed these crimes. I seek permission to 
lay the police clearance on the table. 

The SPEAKER: Before I make a decision with respect to that, can the member indicate to me whether those 
documents he is seeking to lay on the table at the moment are in fact simply private correspondence to yourself 
or to yourself and your wife?  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: I am sorry; the correspondence I now seek to lay on the table is a letter to me from the 
specialist crime division. 

The SPEAKER: Is it directed to you? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: John Quigley, LLB, JP, MLA, Clarkson. Both of them are letters to me in which the 
police—I know that Mr Martin Bennett is a bit itchy about people being called suspects and the like — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mindarie, I will give you permission to lay those documents on the table. I 
provide some information to you, as I would to any member in this place, that when allegations are made or 
indications are that an allegation is about to be made about an individual, you need to be very careful about what 
you might say about that person, an organisation or other people. I provide you with that information, but I give 
you permission to lay those documents on the table.  

[The papers were tabled for the information of members.] 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Those documents clear me of any involvement in this matter.  

I then asked my lawyer, Mr Malcolm McCusker, AO, QC, to attend upon Mr Bennett to explain that I had been 
cleared and to get from him an undertaking that Ms Wookey and Mr Bennett knew that I had been completely 
cleared in these matters by Western Australia Police. Mr McCusker reported back to me that Mr Bennett said, 
“We know that Quigley lied to the police; we know that Quigley’s two eldest children lied to the police about 
their knowledge of Wookey going to Singapore”—he does not say whether “we” means he and Everett or he and 
Ms Wookey. By implication, Mr Bennett was saying to Mr McCusker that the shadow Attorney General for 
Western Australia perverted the course of justice and pressured his children into joining him in this perversion of 
the course of justice.  

This letter from Mr Bennett is an incredible letter, given that, as we have proceeded, there is now a police 
investigation by Western Australia Police and the Australian Federal Police—which I will come to in a 
moment—and the Corruption and Crime Commission. I had the opportunity of at least discussing with the police 
Ms Wookey’s original statement to them. I have to say that the statement that she made to the police after 
Mr Bennett wrote to the police was only ever put to the police as a working statement. It is unsigned, but I can 
confirm that this is the statement given to the police. It is a remarkable document in itself because it reveals that 
when these menacing and defamatory materials were forwarded to the Australian Government Solicitor, they 
were intercepted by the security officer, Mr Adamov, who had a discussion with Ms Wookey about them and he 
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encouraged her to take the materials and report the matters to the AFP and to the ACT police in Canberra, and 
she declined to do so because she said that the statements were anonymous and that she could not even consider 
who could be the culprit in this matter. Amazingly, Mr Adamov, the security officer for the AGS, told her to go 
home and to discuss it with David Everett, and to see what action David Everett would like to take, a person 
whom Mr Adamov knew to be a psychopathic terrorist. It is unbelievable that the security officer of the AGS 
would do that and totally fail in his duty to report it himself to the AFP or to the ACT police.  

The other issue about this document is that it, in no small part, undercuts the letter of Martin Bennett, which was 
delivered to me on Christmas Eve. That date of delivery was unprofessional in that the letter was written on 
23 December and withheld from being given to me until 4.30 pm on Christmas Eve when there was no chance 
for me to get any legal advice. This was a malicious act to try to destroy the Quigley family, and those legal 
practitioners who have worked for Martin Bennett who know of this matter said that it was typical of this bully 
and that he had mounted a campaign of shock and awe upon my family. 

Ms Wookey, after refusing to report the matter to the AFP and to the ACT police, and after being advised by the 
AGS security officer to go home and to discuss her concerns with a known psychopathic terrorist who was 
sentenced to 20 years in prison in 1992 and who is still serving those 20 years, went home and saw Everett. 
Nothing more happened for a week. Everett and Ms Wookey then decided to travel to Perth on the way to Bali 
and Singapore on a holiday on 21 December. They visited Mr Bennett’s office on 23 December. The result of 
that visit generated that disgusting letter that was sent to my place on Christmas Eve. I wanted to know who else 
knew that Ms Wookey was going to Singapore, because Mr Bennett wrote in his letter to me that he knew I was 
the culprit because it mentions going to Singapore, and that I must have been told by my children that Ms 
Wookey was going to Singapore. My children denied any knowledge of her going to Singapore. Although the 
police refused to tell me for two years who else knew she was going to Singapore, she reveals in this document 
that not only did the security officer go home and discuss — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mindarie, I listen with very great interest and intent, as do many people in this 
chamber. There are a couple of important things I would like to clarify with you. Can you indicate to this house 
whether a legal case involving you and Ms Wookey might be proceeding in a court at the moment?  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Yes there is, but I touch upon criminal offences that have been committed against me. I do 
not go into the pleadings of those cases. I am relating details of this criminal offence. The extortion note I 
received in March arrived way after any legal proceedings. 

The SPEAKER: I thank the member for Mindarie for that information. I draw your attention, and the house’s 
attention, to standing order 91 on the sub judice convention. The reason I draw your attention to it, and I give 
you and other members the opportunity to speak while I am on my feet, is that you need to be very careful about 
defamation and about what you are able to say in this place under the privileges we have as members of this 
house. I am sure that the member for Mindarie is aware of that, given the nature of your reply to the budget 
speech. You are absolutely entitled to give a reply of that nature. I just provide information about standing order 
91 and ask that if you proceed with providing that information to the house, you do so in the full knowledge that 
if a case is currently before the courts, you will not prejudice the outcome of that case, and that you will not 
defame, either by incident or by accident, any body, any persons or any organisation.  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Thank you, Mr Speaker. As I said, the other information that came to light was that 
Ms Wookey was travelling with Mr Everett to Indonesia and Singapore. In fact, if Mr Everett had gone to 
Singapore and committed any of these offences in Singapore, he would have been executed. The real issue now 
is that one of our bomber terrorists was chaperoned into Indonesia and into Singapore, while still under a 20-year 
sentence, by a senior practitioner at the AGS. Questions have to be raised in relation to that, and, perhaps in due 
course, the Prime Minister or someone can explain whether our bombers go away and have a little holiday in 
Indonesia chaperoned by the Australian Government Solicitor, and whether it is like us accepting in return some 
of their terrorists for a holiday or illegal boat arrivals. These are very serious matters. As a result of this case 
proceeding, and I do not want to go into the case, a very interesting and disturbing note was pushed through my 
letterbox. I came home from this Parliament to my crying wife. I asked her what was wrong and she pointed to a 
note on the bench. That note was an extortion note, which said that mediation on her part means “Big dollars or 
free rein on you”. I will not read the rest of the note because I do not want to go into the civil litigation, but it is a 
serious extortion note. That note was then passed to the Western Australian police, where it is at the forensic 
analysis bureau being analysed. I cannot tell members how serious it is. As a result of these events, I went back 
to the Western Australian police department and said, “Would you properly investigate what is happening? My 
family is under threat. Would you really shake the tree hard?” The tree was shaken hard. This has nothing to do 
with me now, because out of the side popped the fact that the note was anonymous. I either am in mediation or 
have mediation coming up with only two women. One is Ms Gael Roberts from the Legal Practitioners 
Complaints Committee. I do not have any problem with being prosecuted. Ms Roberts is not going to send me an 
extortion note, for heaven’s sake. The other person I am likely to be in mediation with is Ms Wookey. The police 
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became so concerned about all this upon hearing the background to it that they sent out superintendents to see 
me. Through the Minister for Police, I pass on my thanks to the Commissioner of Police. He has spoken to me 
personally and sent Superintendent Barry Shelton and his team from the dignitary protection unit to assess our 
house and install distress alarms that my wife has to have next to our bed. That is why she was having a total 
nervous breakdown and crying and vomiting at night. 

When I pressed the police on this threat, what came out sideways was the fact that there had been a previous 
threat to someone else. I need to lay my notes on the table because they are relevant. This other threat relates 
back to the original “Inside Cover” articles revealing all this. On that day, the author, Sean Cowan, rang Ms 
Wookey at the Australian Government Solicitor and sought confirmation from her that she was party to the asset 
confiscation proceedings in the Western Australian Supreme Court bought by the Western Australian Director of 
Public Prosecutions to confiscate a unit, house or realty that she and Mr Everett had acquired in Canberra when 
she got a job with the AGS. It is stated in Sean Cowan’s police statement that he rang Ms Wookey at 11.18 and 
that at 12.03, the first threat came from Curiosity1@live.com.au. The email reads, “Hi Sean, things do go bump 
in the night. Think about it. Regards, the cat.” Mr Cowan took this as a veiled threat that the writer would attack 
Mr Cowan at home during the night. Given the timing of the email, 45 minutes after he had called Ms Wookey, 
he assumed that it was from Everett. This was based on his knowledge of Everett’s extensive criminal record. He 
did not commit all his offences at night.  

Mr Cowan, being a man’s man and staunch, nonetheless proceeded to write the article and it was published the 
next day. I congratulate Mr Cowan for his courage in writing the article in the public interest. I also congratulate 
the then editor of The West Australian and the editorial staff for having the guts to publish the article the next 
day. They had to take immediate security measures. They were liaising with the Western Australian police about 
the threats, and security measures had to be put in place for Mr Cowan. Several more articles were written. The 
next day, Mr Cowan wrote an article detailing that Ms Wookey’s boyfriend prior to Mr Everett was another 
criminal whom she had been visiting in prison, a thug from the racecourse. Mr Cowan wrote that IC was more 
than happy to not have to knock on the previous boyfriend’s door. The next day, Mr Cowan got another email 
saying, “Knock, knock”. Someone was trying to intimidate him. When he got the first email, he emailed 
Curiosity1 and asked him whether he was joking. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Mr Cowan wrote, “You have lost me, I’m afraid. I hope it’s someone playing a practical 
joke on me.” However, he got another email saying, “As I said, things go bump in the night. Have a think about 
it.” Mr Cowan took that as a reply to confirm that the author of the email was not a practical joker but wished to 
cause him fear. Another email was sent to Mr Cowan after each of his other articles was published in The West 
Australian. As I said, The West Australian had to take security measures. This has nothing to do with Mr Cowan 
now. I feel sorry for Mr Cowan in a way because things quietened down. If Mr Everett is going to get upset 
about and look for whoever is rattling the gorilla’s cage, he should not pick on Sean Cowan or Mr Brett 
McCarthy, the editor of The West; he should pick on me because I went to the Western Australia Police and said, 
“Really shake the tree and pull up everything you’ve got on Everett.” Someone said to me, “Boy, making this 
speech could leave you in real danger from one of the worst criminals in Australia who is still under a 20-year 
sentence, is a known terrorist and bomber, and is a psychopath.” I invite people to read the Wikipedia definition 
of “psychopath”, which is someone who has no empathy with any other person and who is unrestrained by 
conscience and can be restrained only in a custodial setting. What risk am I putting myself at? On page 562 and 
563 of the judgement of the Court of Criminal Appeal are listed the 25 convictions Mr Everett was sentenced to 
that morning. Mr and Mrs Terpenis and the other Western Australian families did not do anything to goad 
Mr Everett into coming into their room with his Special Air Service mate wearing a balaclava and carrying 
automatic weapons. The poor pregnant woman woke up with a weapon in her face and was bound and gagged 
and taken hostage by this maniac, Everett. He is a terrorist bomber, who the AGS has seen fit to escort to 
Indonesia. Mrs Terpenis did not do anything to goad him, and Mr Sean Cowan did not do anything to goad him. 
Perhaps I am in further fear and danger today. Perhaps my lovely, beautiful wife and children are in further 
danger because I am standing in the Legislative Assembly of Western Australia and speaking the truth. Mr Sean 
Cowan was brave enough to publish those articles and do his public duty. The editor of The West Australian and 
its editorial staff were brave enough to publish the story and do their public duty. It would not be fitting of me if 
I knew all these things and went to water and failed to do my public duty because I was fearful. The biggest 
coward in all this is the SAS-trained soldier, Everett. He does not have a backbone. He has a tube of custard 
running from his head to his bum, because the only times he has ever used the weaponry he was trained to use by 
the SAS was inside the homes of Western Australian families as he took pregnant women and children hostage. 
Hicks is not in the same class as this fiend. 

I seek leave to lay on the table for the rest of today’s hearing the true copy of the statement given to Western 
Australia Police by Mr Sean Cowan. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 
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Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: The security measures that were taken have been excised and redacted at the bottom of 
that statement. A lot of people have a lot to answer for in this whole mess. There is one thing that we do know as 
we start to unravel all this, and that is that the Commissioner of Police and the specialist crime division have 
already found that I am innocent—not just not guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. A letter from the police to me 
states — 

As you are aware, you were nominated as a person of interest in this matter. You cooperated with police 
by providing an affidavit to refute the allegations and samples of you handwriting, fingerprints and 
DNA. 

I am no longer considered to be a person of interest. It is just as everyone writes about this: the member for 
Mindarie is a victim, and my wife, children and extended family are victims. As I said at the start of this speech, 
what has prompted me to go public is seeing my wife dry-retching into a bath towel on Sunday night in a total 
panic attack, and having to go to bed and sleep next to a big box with a distress button. It is a big box because 
there is a battery in it. The police explained to my wife that the big battery is there so that if Mr Everett comes in 
and cuts the electricity and the phone wires, she can still hit the distress button.  

I have to stay in the chamber after the hours of darkness, as you know, Mr Speaker, doing my public duty, with 
my beautiful wife, aged 30, and our two gorgeous girls at home by themselves. My wife is petrified. I am 
petrified. But the Quigleys will not shirk it; we will do our public duty, because that is what I was elected to do. I 
am not going to take it from this twerp, Martin Bennett, that I am a disgrace in this chamber. That is for my 
colleagues to decide. That is for the members collectively assembled to decide and, beyond them, for the people 
of Mindarie to decide. It is not for some lawyer to decide on the basis of an absolute fabricated lie. One of the 
things being investigated at the moment is the letter that came out of Bennett’s office. There were three people in 
that office, and we know Wookey’s position before she went into that office; she has no clue who sent this stuff 
to her. We know her position vis-a-vis the police: “I don’t want to complain to the AFP and I don’t want to 
complain to the ACT police, because I don’t know.” We know what the security officer, Adamov, says: “Go and 
discuss it with Dave.” Dave and Wookey go to Bennett and out of that office comes the product of crime—a 
perversion of the course of justice, we now know, because it was written without any belief that I am the guilty 
party. We can see now, as this ties into the extortion note that has come through our letterbox, that there was a 
plan afoot, not necessarily involving Bennett, to extort money from me—big dollars. What do they want, 
$30 000 or $40 000 that the Quigleys do not have to pay? My financial statements are registered in the Clerk’s 
office. Everyone knows what my pay is. I gave up my big pay to become a member of Parliament to try to serve 
the public. I do not have $30 000 or $40 000 dollars to pay. There is the generosity, the absolute generosity, of 
Mr Malcolm McCusker, AO, QC, Governor-designate, and Mr Steven Penglis, senior partner at Freehills, and 
several other lawyers, who, in seeing what was happening, came to the Quigley family’s aid. I have had to pay 
solicitors; it has cost me $100 000 to instruct these people. It has cost me more money. So far, it has cost me 
more money than I earn in this place in a year. It is an absolute disgrace. 

What has come out of Martin Bennett’s office is an absolute disgrace. Where does all this leave us? On 
13 January 2009, I wrote to the chief executive officer of the AGS alerting them to all of this, and I would like to 
lay a copy of my letter on the table of the house. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: The federal Attorney-General, Mr R. McClelland, will know about this. Indeed, I took the 
precaution of ringing his office to let him know that his office should be in contact with the AGS and to get onto 
it, but not giving him any details. Mr McClelland must know about this. Here we have a terrorist, who puts 
David Hicks in the shade, as the partner of the second senior lawyer at the AGS. What sort of security is that? 
Let us think about that. She is the legal practice manager for Mr Robert Orr, PSM, QC (Commonwealth). When 
the office of national security, the Defence Signals Directorate, the AFP and ASIO want legal advice, they go to 
the general counsel of the AGS. Who is the legal practice manager there? The wife of Australia’s most feared 
terrorist—a man who is still under a 20-year sentence. 

I am only the member for Mindarie. I am only the shadow Attorney General. I do not quite understand how the 
security of the nation works. I am lost. I am bamboozled—totally bamboozled. I am bamboozled by how the 
AGS can escort a terrorist into Indonesia. I have looked at the AGS website and it states that the organisation 
practises the highest degree of ethics. No doubt it has told the Indonesian government that it is taking in a 
terrorist. No doubt it has told the Singaporean government that it is taking in a terrorist. This is just breathtaking 
in its reach.  

And then the federal Attorney-General comes to Western Australia during Law Week and hectors the local 
profession, saying that the legal profession in Western Australia should sign up to national regulation. I have a 
message for the federal Attorney-General. I say two things to the federal Attorney-General: firstly, coming over 
here to say that while there is this cancer in his own legal practice means he does not have any credibility; and, 
secondly, until the federal Attorney-General can reassure me that the Quigley family is not under attack by or 
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threat from the legal practice manager at his law firm, he has no credibility with the Quigley family. Until the 
Australian government comes out and tells our neighbours in Indonesia and Singapore what the heck it is doing 
taking a known terrorist, who is still under a 20-year sentence, into Indonesia and Singapore, the government has 
a problem. Everett has really done it this time. 

I have to say that I know Darryl Wookey. When I used to go with my late friend Brian Singleton to weekday 
mass down at All Saints’ Chapel behind bar chambers—the mass was held at 1.15 pm—I used to see Darryl 
Wookey. She had a conscience; psychopaths do not have consciences. I say my prayers and in my prayers are 
prayers for Darryl Wookey because she is so compromised now. She is in a dreadful situation. Everett is going to 
realise that Darryl Wookey is the biggest danger to him, because when they start investigating this threat against 
Sean Cowan, they will have to go to Wookey and ask, “After 11.18 am, when Sean Cowan rang you and 
recorded the phone call, did you ring Everett?” If the answer to that is yes, her evidence will jail Everett, because 
those offences carry three years each—that is four offences of three years each, plus the offence of creating a 
false transmission service. This is very serious and I worry for Ms Wookey. The penny will drop that her biggest 
danger is David Everett. I also worry that he has turned her mind. On a website is a research project called “The 
Psychopath—The Mask of Sanity” about women who fall in love with and who are manipulated by psychopaths. 
Clearly, the Attorney-General has to isolate Ms Wookey this afternoon, call in the AFP and find out whether she 
rang Everett after Cowan rang her. This is enormous in its security implications for Australia.  

Tabling of Documents by Members — Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): Before I give the member for Albany the call, members in the house 
will have observed the member for Mindarie ask whether he could lay papers on the table. There is not the 
opportunity in this place for a member to table a document without seeking the permission of the Speaker. 
Obviously, in the instances today, that has been enabled for the balance of this day’s sitting.  

I will provide some further information that I think is a good instruction for all of us in these circumstances, 
whether for the member who seeks to lay something on the table or the person who is interested to see the 
documents that have been laid on the table. Members will forgive me while I read this. 

A decision about whether to give leave to a member to lay documents on the table is made by me, the Speaker, 
and is not a question put to this place. The Speaker can take into consideration any factor that he considers 
relevant in making that decision. One factor, for example, might be whether there is unreasonable interference 
with a person’s private life in the absence of any outweighing public interest in the matter. 

If leave is granted to lay the documents on the table, they may be copied by the staff of the house if any member 
requests a copy, and at the end of the day the original documents will be returned to the member—in this case, 
the documents will be returned at the end of this day’s sitting to the member for Mindarie. No one other than a 
member will be given a copy of those documents by staff of the house. This is important information. 

The documents, as such, do not form part of the records of the house and are not recorded in the Votes and 
Proceedings. They are not recorded in Hansard. If a member wants to give the documents to anyone who is not a 
member, he or she must do that personally. It does not form part of the proceedings of the house; nor is it 
covered by parliamentary privilege. 

In providing that information, if members are interested and pick up either these particular documents or other 
documents that a member has asked the Speaker’s permission to lay on the table, once they have access to those 
documents, might I suggest that they need to be absolutely careful with what they might do with those 
documents. I know that the member for Mindarie and I have had discussions and I appreciate those discussions. I 
know that certain things come through me as Speaker in this place and having had those experiences on a couple 
of occasions, I thought that it might also be timely, in this instance, to provide that advice to all members.  

Second Reading — Cognate Debate Resumed 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [1.20 pm]: It gives me great pleasure today to reply to the budget on behalf of the 
people of Albany. It is a disappointing budget for the people of Albany. A lot of people in Albany wanted some 
relief from rises in water, power and gas prices. People are struggling at the moment. We live in a twin-edged 
economy. People in rural areas, not only seaside towns such as Albany, but also inland towns, are really 
struggling at the moment. When I doorknock and ask people whether they have any concerns, the first thing they 
say is, “I can’t really afford to pay my gas bill, my electricity bill or my water bill.” In some cases, husbands and 
wives are both working and they are now classified as the working poor. At one stage when husbands and wives 
were both working people, they were fairly well off; they could do the extra things they wanted, such as send 
their child to a private school, go to the movies or go out for a meal once a month. All these things have been 
taken away. Some people are not letting their kids play sport anymore. A lot of children played two or three 
sports, but a lot are now playing only one sport because their parents cannot afford to get out and help them.  
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What else worries me about the future is our debt. Every year we must pay $1.74 billion just in interest on our 
debt. We are setting that debt up for my grandchildren to have to pay off in the future. Another concern about the 
budget is that, after 2012, there is no money budgeted for the Albany Entertainment Centre. In my last speech I 
had a crack at the Mayor of Albany when I said that he did not really contribute much to the promotion of the 
entertainment centre. However, I have since checked my newspaper clippings. First of all he said that he was not 
100 per cent behind it, but once he turned around his view, he did a great job. I congratulate the mayor on all the 
good work he did during the development of the Albany Entertainment Centre.  

Mr J.E. McGrath interjected.  

Mr P.B. WATSON: At the moment it is a real concern. I am looking forward to working with the council to 
resolve the issue of who will manage and maintain it in the future. The City of Albany said that it could not 
afford to take it over in 2012. It would like to see AEG Ogden (Perth) Pty Ltd, which is managing it now, take it 
on for a little longer. I know there is no money in the budget for it, but I am sure there is a very good chance that 
something like this can benefit from all the money in royalties for regions. The Albany Entertainment Centre is 
great for not only Albany, but the whole region. People from places such as Katanning, Mt Barker, Jerramungup 
and Denmark attend functions there. I have not heard one person who has been there come away without plenty 
of praise. It is a tremendous project. I congratulate Alannah MacTiernan, Alan Carpenter, Bruce Manning, 
Andrew Hammond, the Mayor of Albany and me—all the people involved in getting it built. People have 
various opinions on what it looks like, but it is a tremendous venue. When people come to Albany, they say, 
“The first thing I want to look at is the entertainment centre.” It is a bit like the Sydney Opera House. Initially 
there was a lot of bad publicity, but people are now starting to accept it.  

Getting away from that for a minute, I was invited to the Anzac service at Gallipoli by the Mayor of Gallipoli, 
the sister city to Albany. My attendance there was probably one of the most moving times of my life. Every 
member of Parliament should go to Gallipoli to see what our young solders went through in the First World War. 
We stood on the beach on Anzac Day in the cold at four o’clock in the morning and looked at the cliffs behind 
and saw what those young men had to face. Obviously, we were there under much different circumstances. It 
took two and a half hours from the time they were lowered into the boats to the time they got to the beach. I went 
across on the ferry from Çanakkale to Gallipoli, and as I looked over the water I wondered what it would have 
been like for those young men when those boats came up to the beach. Some people would have been very 
fearful and some very excited. They would have been thinking of their families. Some of the old diggers who 
were not in that battle but in later battles said, “The main thing was you just didn’t want to let down your mates.” 
We heard stories when we were there about the bravery of some of the soldiers. During the first 10 minutes of 
the service, films were shown of soldiers from various parts of Australia who had been there. There was one of 
an Albany man—I cannot remember his name—which brought home to me that people from Albany in Western 
Australia had fought there. We go to the war memorial every Anzac Day and every Remembrance Day. Seeing 
the film of that young Albany man who went to Gallipoli and did not come back created a sense of not ghosts 
but the presence of those people.  

I also had the opportunity to lay a wreath at the Lone Pine Memorial on behalf of the people of Western 
Australia and the Western Australian Parliament. It was probably one of the proudest things I have ever done in 
my life. I wept openly and I know that other people there did the same. We represent just a small drop in the 
population when we go across and remember these people. Being there and seeing what they went through had 
an impact. I have written “Lest We Forget” on I do not know how many wreaths and said it at various functions, 
but after being at Gallipoli, it means much more to me. I was lucky enough to meet up with my son over there, 
who was travelling through Europe. It was special to see someone so young be visibly very moved. I think it is 
great that we can remember those young men who died in Gallipoli. As I was laying the wreath, I thought of 
Albany Primary School where I went to a function just before I left Albany. Young children from every 
classroom brought in flowers that they had put together and a boy and a girl together laid a wreath and bowed. 
This memory will continue for a long time.  

One thing I realised when we were there was how nice the Turkish people are. Although we invaded their 
country and killed 50 per cent more of them than they did of us, they welcomed us back with open arms. The 
Mayor of Gallipoli was tremendous in the way he looked after us there. Everywhere we went the people said, 
“You must be our friends; we must never forget.” I am going to write to every school in Albany and offer them a 
Turkish flag. When we remember Anzac Day, we have to remember the Turkish people too. We invaded Turkey, 
and all the Turkish people were doing was defending their country. We should remember them, too, for what 
they did.  

I would also like to talk about our buy-local policies. I am pleased to see that the Minister for Regional 
Development, whom I wrote a letter to about buy-local, set up a committee, which the member for Kalgoorlie 
chaired. I notice that $1 million has been allocated in the budget. I am very passionate about the buy-local 
policy, and I know that the other members on the committee feel the same. There are lots of issues. We have 
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radio stations that cannot get advertising, including Radio 1611. We cannot compete with Perth-based 
businesses. I have a meeting with the minister tomorrow about the committee. We have to change the culture of 
the big buying groups in Perth, including state government agencies. They should be looking after people in 
regional areas, but they find excuses. They have to show a profit in their bottom line. They seem to be trying to 
get around looking after regional areas because it is cheaper for them and looks better in their bottom line. I 
congratulate the minister for giving us that support. 

Grange Resources is a great bonus to our region. Things are going very well. It is looking at having things going 
by 2014. It will provide a lot of jobs in our region. I congratulate Grange Resources for its dedication in 
continuing with a task that looked to be lost a few years ago. It has continued with that and I think it is looking 
very good for the future.  

In sport, the Albany Basketball Association celebrated the end of another good season, with Justin Benson 
winning his sixth men’s division 1 most valuable player award, while Parris Laurie won the women’s division 1 
MVP award. Daniel Leary and Jorden Tester were joint winners of the junior sportsperson of the year award. 
Greg Cowie won the prestigious Reside family trophy for an outstanding contribution to the association. His 
contribution included coaching the winning men’s division 1 team at the country championships. Umpire of the 
year was Chloe Goodall. The men’s all-stars team includes captain Justin Benson, John Santia, Graeme Simpson, 
Corey Hill, Tom Powell, Kelvin Santia and Daniel Abbott. The women’s all-stars team includes captain Ronnie 
Williams, Parris Laurie, Katie Wignall, Kathryn Jennings, Sharni Kittow, Jacinta Anderson and Rhiannan Lloyd-
Deeley. It was also great to see that Daniel Leary and Will McSweeney were selected in the state under-16 team 
to compete in the national championships. A lot of people in the city would not realise how hard it is for parents 
and for young people to get into these state sides. They have to travel to Perth every weekend. I remember when 
my daughter got into the state basketball team and we went to Perth 11 weeks in a row. We dared to ask whether 
they could come down to Albany one weekend, and we were told, “No. All these kids have their friends up here 
and they have their study”, yet country kids have to travel every week. 

Albany Lever Action Rifle Club member Steve Hurley won the New South Wales state two-gun grand 
championship for the second time and set a New South Wales record in the process. Steve was the only Western 
Australian representative, competing against shooters from all around Australia. 

After having a great start to the season playing for the Claremont Colts, North Albany Football Club player 
Marley Williams has been selected in the squad for the state under-18 team to be picked to play in the national 
championships in the coming month. Fellow North Albany player and state under-18 coach, Brad Wirra, has 
described Marley as a very exciting talent. Let us hope he goes to Collingwood! Four-time North Albany 
premiership player Brett Hall became the club’s league games record holder after passing the 242-game record 
held by club legend Murray Wynne. Brett started his career at the Kangas and spent three years in Perth playing 
footy before coming back to resume at North Albany. 

Great Southern Grammar was successful at the interschool equestrian championships, winning awards for 
champion secondary overall school, for the second year in a row; reserve champion secondary dressage school, 
champion secondary three-phase school, and champion secondary rural school community. The team consisted 
of Gabby Pither, Sheriden Weinert, Rebecca Gordon, Natalie Fretton, Bronte Van Helden, Josette Fretton, 
Sienna Bergersen, Indianna Weinert, Imogen Crump, Bethany Rainbow and Edwina Squire and junior riders 
Evie Milne and Lilly Barton. Gabby was awarded champion rural rider and, along with Bronte, Natalie, Sienna, 
Indianna and Edwina, will represent WA at the National Interschool Championships in Victoria later this year. 

Albany Pony Club member Ashleigh Dowsett and King River Pony Club member Leah Bennett each received 
the Vetsearch International citizenship award. This award is given to only six WA pony club members each year 
and is in recognition of their commitment and practical contributions to their clubs. 

Albany Athletic Club members Amy Braimbridge and Lachlan Fehrman each won a gold medal at the Little 
Athletics Western Australia Championships. Amy ran a personal best time in the 200 metres to get the gold and 
also won a silver medal in the 100 metres and a bronze medal in the 400 metres. Lachlan won his gold medal in 
the 1 500-metre walk, with a personal best time, and also won a silver medal in the shot-put. They are now in the 
state under-14 and under-15 teams that will travel to an international event in Kuala Lumpur in July.  

After crashing out and dropping a heat race in the Australian 360 Sprintcar Championship two weeks earlier in 
South Australia, local speedway ace Greg Hall won the Western Australian 360 Sprintcar Championship in 
Kalgoorlie. It was Greg’s first title win and came 25 years after he won the WA junior sedan title. 

North Albany hockey player Kelly Burlikowski played her 200th game for the club in a decorated career that has 
seen her win A grade fairest and best awards, as well as state selection. Without a doubt, she is one of the best 
players Albany has produced and continues to be in fine form. Another talented hockey player, Bryce Philpott, 
competed for WA at the under-18 hockey player national championships, and the team came fourth. He now has 
the goal of making the men’s Country Week team and, from there, getting picked in the men’s state country 
team. 
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Talented cricketer and Royals footballer Brendon Abbott has been selected to play in the NAB AFL Under-16 
Championships later this year. After a good display in the West Australian Football League under-16 
development carnival, he was the only player from the Great Southern selected and described the weekend 
induction camp as the hardest thing he has ever done. 

Middleton Beach Bowling Club members Devina Edwards and Beryl Cooper are the first women from the club 
to win a Country Week pairs title. They competed against 225 other teams over three days. After getting off to a 
flying start, they held off a strong comeback by their opponents, Dudley Park, to win with a final score of 19–14. 

Merrifield Park Tennis Club won its third champion of champions trophy in four years. The winning team of Les 
Bairstow, Sam Capararo, Eileen Bairstow, David Kerr, Sally Partington and Robert Partington played a high 
standard of tennis in windy conditions to take the trophy. 

A round of the Australian Bream Tournament was held in Albany, with locals taking out the top three prizes in 
this national catch-and-release competition. Jack Dawson took out first place in the boater, or skipper, section; 
Colin Gunning took out first place in the non-boater, or crew, section; and Charlie Sakayo won the biggest 
bream prize. Charlie also did well in the boater section, as did Vern Pascoe. Ben Scott and Callum Dowell 
finished well in the non-boater section. 

After 30 years raising money for the Albany community and providing weekly entertainment for many people, 
the Amalgamated Bingo Association has made its last call. Founders Kevin Arnol and Evelyn Savage have 
decided that it is time to close the doors as rising rent and a lack of volunteers have made it harder and harder to 
continue. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Since starting, they have raised nearly $400 000 to donate back to local charity groups by 
providing regular entertainment and a social outlet for people over that time. 

Another volunteer looking to retirement is Silver Chain Albany president, June Hodgson. June has been a 
volunteer at Silver Chain since 1975 and president since 1981. She did this at the same time as being active in 
many other community organisations, including a stint as Mayor of the then Town of Albany, raising children 
and being a grandmother. Always a fierce advocate for people in need, Albany will miss the contribution she has 
made to many community groups. 

As a self-described “recycled teenager”, Ruby Metcalf has been changing flowers at Albany Regional Hospital 
for 25 years. Every Friday she does the ward rounds and clears away old flowers on patients’ tables and takes the 
time to have a chat to those who may be feeling low. At 85, Ruby still likes to do things for our community as a 
way of keeping active and involved. 

Former Great Southern Grammar student Chloe Hart was chosen as one of 14 young Australians to take part in a 
two-week intensive art program in Los Angeles, coordinated by the Australian Institute for Performing Arts. As 
Chloe describes it, she has been in school plays “since forever”. She hopes that the opportunity to learn from 
some of the best teachers and courses in the industry will help her goal of going to the Western Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts.  

Albany Senior High School student Brydie Creagh has been selected to represent Western Australia at the Rural 
Industries Research and Development Corporation forum. She is one of eight students selected from across 
Australia to deliver a speech to the heads of various industry groups at the national agricultural education forum 
in Canberra. 

Local general practitioner Mark Zafir won the 2010 Rural Australia Medical Undergraduate Scholarship mentor 
award in recognition of his outstanding work in mentoring young medical students. His unique hands-on 
teaching style and real passion for medicine was a big influence on his former students, who nominated him for 
the award. 

Local physiotherapist Lilli Cook won the National Paediatric Group WA Chapter and Australian Physiotherapy 
Association prize for fourth-year physiotherapy students. Having moved to Albany from Perth last year, Lilli 
was honoured to win the award after following in her mum’s footsteps as a paediatric physiotherapist. 

After the death on 2 April of yet another recreational fisher on the rocks at Salmon Holes, local fishing identity 
Andrew Jarvis took it upon himself to raise awareness of the dangers of fishing at Salmon Holes by supplying 
free personal flotation devices for people wanting to fish from the rocks over Easter. Andrew coordinated the 
plan to supply the vests for free through the Nathan Drew Memorial Trust. With the help of the Albany Sea 
Rescue Squad, 20 volunteers were rostered from Good Friday to Easter Monday to hand out the flotation 
devices, along with fishing safety awareness flyers and information on local shop locations where flotation 
devices can be hired when rock fishing at other spots. 
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Every year one or two people will be washed off the rocks in Albany and in Walpole. A lot of people think that 
they can just look out for a king wave and that they will see it coming in, but king waves come up on the rocks 
and then carry people out to sea as they wash back. If fishers are not wearing a vest or are not tied to the rocks, 
they run that risk. Some photos appeared in The West Australian of people fishing out on the rocks, right near the 
edge, wearing boots and heavy clothing. That is a recipe for disaster. Members of the Albany Sea Rescue Squad 
have to go out there and risk their lives; it is very dangerous. If one falls into the water on the west coast, one can 
probably swim back, but on the south coast there are steep rocks and the undercurrent pulls people under. It does 
not matter how good a swimmer one is; if someone falls off the rock and hits their head, they will come up dazed 
and their natural reaction will be to swim back. The few people who have survived such accidents are the ones 
who let themselves be taken out; they have to jettison as much of their clothing as possible and kick away from 
the rocks, because it is not possible to get back on the rocks. If they can find a beach, they have a chance, but if 
they try to get back on the rocks they will find that they are slimy and steep. Many people have gone to the edge 
to fish or to grab a sinker and have been washed away and never seen again; one sometimes wonders what goes 
through people’s minds. The Nathan Drew Memorial Trust has done a tremendous job by providing floats. In the 
past they have provided mobile phone towers, but people would damage them. One has to wonder about the 
mentality of people who damage life-saving equipment. We also used to have safety tubes out there, but people 
would damage them all the time. It is a huge issue, and I congratulate the Nathan Drew Memorial Trust, but 
there should be more education; we cannot keep losing people every year. This is an issue that will not go away, 
and I will work closely with the trust and local fishers to make sure that these sorts of things do not happen 
again. 

Albany music teacher Mike Hyder won the passion for playing award in the 2010 Music in Communities 
Network awards, presented by the Music Council of Australia. Mike and Margaret Gunson co-founded the violin 
group Just Fiddling, and Mike has always had a passion for developing and teaching other players to bring out 
their best.  

University of Western Australia Albany campus student Linda Warren won the prestigious Heidi Szasz 
Scholarship, which she says will be of great help to her as a mature-age student studying at a regional campus. 

People in Albany are disappointed with the budget; I went to the budget lunch, and I know that the Albany 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry was disappointed with what Albany received. However, I would like to 
congratulate the Minister for Sport and Recreation for his initiative in providing funding for young people whose 
parents cannot afford sporting fees; a grant has been put in place for such young people. It is very important for 
us to encourage young people to play sport; this issue really concerns me. I have been going to primary school 
graduations for the past 10 years, and there is an increasing number of young people with obesity problems. It 
concerns me that a lot of them are young girls. We have to get young people into sport and encourage the idea 
that if they want to lose weight, they should not just starve themselves; they should get out there and exercise. 
We have a culture in which young girls, in particular, will starve themselves to lose weight, and next thing they 
have bulimia. We have to find the middle ground; we do not want people to stop eating, but rather get them on a 
proper diet and engaging in exercise so that they feel better in themselves. 

As I said at the beginning of my speech, Albany is struggling at the moment. Albany relies a lot on local farmers, 
and the farmers have been doing it tough out in the hinterland. Hopefully we will have a good season this year, 
and that that will feed back into Albany. Albany is struggling a bit. However, it is a strong city; we have had 
issues in the past, such as the closing of the wool mills and the whaling station, but Albany always survives. It is 
a tough town. We have a new CEO at the City of Albany who is doing a very good job. It is a very big job, but 
she has the right attitude and is getting out there and communicating with people; the biggest problem in the past 
was that nobody communicated. She is having a very good effect on people’s confidence in Albany. 

MR I.M. BRITZA (Morley) [1.47 pm]: I rise to give my support to what I consider an outstanding social 
budget. I realise that it is very easy to criticise budgets and to find fault, but I do not think there has ever been a 
perfect budget. I listened with interest to all the comments that were made last night and today. I am delighted to 
have been able to go back to my electorate with this particular budget; it was outstanding, particularly for 
schools. Like many other members, I fought for air cooling in my schools. For some people, that may not be a 
big priority, but it is for parents, teachers and students. So often in education it appears that the people who get 
left behind in the decision making are the children. This budget is a caring budget in that sense, and I was 
delighted to contact my schools immediately to tell the principals that they had air cooling. All the primary 
schools in my electorate are getting air cooling in the first round, about which they are all delighted. To add to 
the blessing of air cooling was the fact that Morley Senior High School got $171 000 to complete its training 
centre. Dianella Heights Primary School got $558 000, and Morley Primary School got $200 000 to complete 
works valued at almost $2 million. In addition, Hampton Park Primary School received $187 000, Noranda 
Primary School received $104 000, and Camboon Primary School received $98 000 to complete its $2.5 million 
works. I was absolutely delighted. It was a joy to let those schools know that our budget takes care of them.  
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Our government has targeted spending to deliver quality human services for all Western Australians. Of course 
the centrepiece of our budget was the $1 billion social services package to support those most in need in our 
community. Importantly, the package included an extraordinary sum of $604 million for sustainable funding and 
contracting with the not-for-profit sector. The government supports many hundreds of non-government 
organisations that work every day to deliver services and to care for those in most need of assistance.  

Yesterday in my electorate, I visited, along with the Minister for Disability Services, Hon Helen Morton, a 
gentleman who had eyesight and slight mental intellectual disabilities to see how he was sustained in his home. It 
was wonderful to know that almost $95 million has been given to the disability services sector. It is something 
we can be proud of; I certainly am. The $1 billion social service package also includes initiatives for social 
housing and disability support services. Importantly, we have increased the hardship utility grant scheme by a 
further $6 million, taking the total funding to $10 million this year. The government has also expanded Seniors 
Card eligibility to encompass seniors who work 25 hours or less a week—up from the previous limit of 
20 hours—and increased the seniors cost-of-living rebate from $104 to $150 for singles, and from $157 to $225 
for couples. This is important for my electorate because the majority of people in Morley are aged over 50. This 
is a big issue for them. I have no doubt that a great many seniors are on fixed incomes and find it difficult to pay 
for the genuine utility price increases, especially those who have not budgeted adequately. Many seniors in my 
electorate have re-budgeted and are able to maintain a very reasonable lifestyle. This does not take away our 
responsibility to acknowledge the difficulty experienced by many men and women. We will do whatever we can 
to not only pay the state electricity bill we inherited from the previous Labor government but also assist those in 
real need. This government is doing just that with the social budget it brought down this year.  

A few weeks ago in my electorate we secured a win for the environmental group Friends of Lightning Swamp. 
This really became a win for the whole Perth metropolitan area. We secured at least another 12 months of state 
government funding, after federal funds ceased earlier this year, for the important work of monitoring the toxic 
content of stormwater. By working closely with the local environmental group Friends of Lightning Swamp, led 
by John Williams, I was able to bring the group’s grievance successfully before the Minister for Water in 
Parliament a few weeks ago, which resulted in an assurance of continued funding for the stormwater quality 
monitoring project. The project can now retain its officer. The level of information and collected data has been 
immensely beneficial to this group, who work tirelessly to preserve and manage the area’s wetlands. I 
continually acknowledge this group as it is of enormous importance not only to the electorate but also to the 
people who care about the environment in this area. Last year, the pollution levels in the swamp were so high 
that residents were warned against allowing their pets to play in the toxic water. If it were not for the past 
sampling and analysis reports generated by the quality of water improvement program officer, toxic pollutants in 
the stormwater would have gone undetected to the detriment of the swamp and, of course, local people. I am 
pleased to confirm that when federal funding stops in June 2011, our government has agreed to fund the QWIP 
officer. The program will continue at the current level in the next financial year until long-term funding is 
secured. The Friends of Lightning Swamp group wants to congratulate the Minister for Water for allowing us 
that privilege. We were all delighted, and rejoiced in that outcome.  

Constituents in my electorate are delighted with a budget that supports their only high school, and various 
primary schools, not only with air cooling, but also the extent of finances to finish works programs. They are 
also pleased about the increasing frequency of bus services. That was an area of concern in an electorate that 
does not have frequent bus services. Buses are the primary means of public transport. That is very important to 
us. My constituents are also pleased about increases in social services. Law and order issues are never far away 
in my electorate. There was a spike in burglaries over the Christmas period involving daylight encounters in 
homes, which of course upset many people. Some members will recall that only last week a grandmother’s home 
was broken into in the middle of the day. It was a dreadful time for her. I have just moved into the Morley 
electorate. While I was directing the furniture guys where to put my furniture, all of a sudden two men rushed up 
to me and asked, “Have you seen this young bloke, this tall and wearing this?” I said, “No. What has happened?” 
They told me that a person had just robbed their grandmother in the next street behind me. It is a real issue that 
we need to be on top of.  

I have been in regular contact with the local sergeant. He has been of enormous help. I would like to congratulate 
the police force. They have been of tremendous help to me. There is still much to do. I support the appropriation 
bills. I am delighted to continually present the budget to my electorate. It is not an irksome thing to do—in fact it 
is a real pleasure. I trust this will continue to be a budget that we can claim a lot of credit for. It is a budget that I 
find particularly easy to present because I am not ashamed of having a social conscience. I am delighted that 
struggling people can come to me and I am happy to raise my voice on their behalf. Many who come into my 
office have come grumbling and complaining, but it has not taken long for them to settle down, relax, have a cup 
of tea, and just sit and listen to other matters. I have not found it difficult at all to explain why we have done 
what we have done. It has been a very simple budget to explain. The people who have come to my office quite 
upset have not taken long to calm down as I begin to share with them the strength of this budget.  
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I want to acknowledge the Minister for Police. My electorate has really been taking a hammering, like some 
others. Increases in daylight burglaries are causing seniors concern. They are concerned for their safety. They 
want to know where their police are. It is a good question to ask, and one I feel they ought to ask. The police 
have been in constant contact. I am receiving regular updates. The processes have been explained to me so that I 
can disseminate information to the people in my electorate; at least to give them an explanation of why things 
happen and the way police work to provide a little bit of security for the people. I held a fundraiser function a 
couple of weeks ago. While the fundraiser was on, a couple of cars were broken into. It was very discouraging to 
acknowledge this incident. However, within a minute of making the call, the police were there. In fact, two other 
patrols came and for the rest of the evening they patrolled the area, looked after us and told the two guys what to 
do. Of course, they felt very secure because the police were doing their job, and I was very happy to see the 
police. I know that the people of Morley are very conscious that the government wants to make our streets 
secure.  

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 3984.] 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

STATE BUDGET 2011–12 — UTILITY PRICES 

308. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Premier:  

I refer the Premier to the comments of the member for Hasluck, Ken Wyatt, and his complaint yesterday that in 
Western Australia electricity prices are up 51 per cent, gas prices are up 30 per cent, water prices are up 46 per 
cent, education costs have risen 24 per and health costs have risen 20 per cent.  

(1) Does the Premier, like Mr Wyatt, blame the federal government for the Premier’s savage increases in 
utility bills, or does the Premier accept responsibility for his own harsh decisions?  

(2) Has Mr Wyatt ever approached the Premier on behalf of his constituents urging him to stop his assault 
on utility prices, which have been plaguing the people of Hasluck?  

(3) What comfort can the Premier give the electors of Hasluck that any relief is in sight from his harsh 
approach to utility costs?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question.  

(1)–(3) In answer to the first question: do I blame the federal government? No, I blame you. It is as simple as 
that.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: So you don’t accept responsibility?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I accept responsibility for having made the decision. Ken Wyatt is an outstanding new 
member of federal Parliament. He is doing a good job representing his constituents. From my memory, he has 
not approached me directly about that issue, but I am sure he and other members of the federal Parliament and of 
this Parliament should be concerned, because if a carbon tax is introduced, what will that mean?  

The thing about electricity prices, and I have acknowledged before that large increases have occurred and are 
causing hardship, is that in Western Australia when people pay their electricity bill, at least they are paying for 
electricity. If they have to pay a carbon tax, what are they paying for? A belief that somehow that will save the 
planet. There is no nexus. At least in this state when people pay their electricity bills, they are paying for the fuel, 
the generation, the distribution and the power.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Please, get up and make a speech. If the member for Midland is going to make a speech, 
she should make a better one than she made this morning. It was an awful speech; it was extraordinarily 
disappointing. It was one of the worst speeches I have heard. It was very poor.  

Electricity prices have increased. As I said yesterday, for 18 months the Labor Party in this place has been going 
on about prices going up by 22 per cent. They did not. They went up by five per cent, and they will go up by five 
per cent again next year. There are a lot of factors affecting people’s cost of living, which are making it difficult 
to make ends meet. One of the principal factors for many families is the cost of rental accommodation. That is 
something that the Minister for Housing is addressing. That is something for which members opposite also share 
some blame. The complete inability of Labor, when in government, to deal with the housing market and land 
supply probably added $100 000 to the mortgages of people, and is still reflected today in high rental prices. It 
mismanaged the land market because it had a belief that if it constrained the growth of land, it would increase 
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residential densities and Perth would be a more concentrated city. Once again, these are failed policies. The 
Leader of the Opposition is bound to jump up again, so please jump up!  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Thank you! 

STATE BUDGET 2011–12 — UTILITY PRICES 

309. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. I refer to the Premier’s comment that at least when people pay their electricity 
bill in Western Australia, they pay for electricity. Is it not the case that we are paying for his government’s 
dividend and his income tax payments? Is it not case that people are paying for $1 billion to go from the 
electricity utilities into the Premier’s Treasury over the next four years?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

The electricity utilities will continue for the foreseeable future to receive very substantial government or 
taxpayer funds.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: You are getting $1 billion from them.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No! The Leader of the Opposition cannot get way with that. As someone who was a 
Treasurer, the Leader of the Opposition knows that utilities have large capital requirements for further 
expenditure. The Leader of the Opposition keeps on asking why is the government not building this powerline, 
that power station and whatever else. We have to manage responsibly, and while we are still subsidising 
electricity—a legacy of the Leader of the Opposition’s years—I remind members that — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You are getting $1 billion! Why don’t you acknowledge that?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I remind members that, prior to the Leader of the Opposition becoming energy minister, 
we had one state-owned utility that made substantial profits every year and delivered reliable electricity at 
affordable prices. His legacy is an absolute catastrophe. Yes, they will pay dividends and as they make capital 
requirements and capital expenditure, that will be supported by budget decisions and therefore add to state debt. 
The government will keep a strong financial control over those utilities, but we will continue to subsidise them 
and try to minimise the impact on consumers.  

STATE BUDGET 2011–12 — BUS SERVICES 

310. Mr F.A. ALBAN to the Minister for Transport: 

Minister —  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I am formally going to call the member for Albany to order, and I suspect there might be 
someone else who this afternoon will also be formally called to order on another issue. I formally call the 
member for Albany to order for the first time.  

Mr F.A. ALBAN: Minister, constituents in my electorate have frequently raised concerns with me about the 
level of bus services in their suburbs, the outer growth centres of Perth. Can the minister please advise whether 
there is any positive news for those people from last week’s budget?  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: A lot of people, apparently, are anxious to answer your question, member for Swan Hills. 
While I have the opportunity, I formally call to order for the first tine today the member for Willagee.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

I thank the member for Swan Hills for hosting me in his electorate this morning, where we announced 
intersection upgrades at two major intersections—issues that have been hanging around for only 10 years or so—
and we also announced that we were fixing a few of the roads and putting in a bus service to Aveley. The 
question, of course, to the Leader of the Opposition—well might he ask about the train to Ellenbrook!—is: at the 
time of the next state election, will he commit to building a train line to Ellenbrook?  

Mr E.S. Ripper: You wait and see our promises. I keep my promises. I do not break them.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: During the last election campaign, we followed the Leader of the Opposition’s lead in 
relation to a train to Ellenbrook.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: That was another Liberal lie, wasn’t it?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: On coming to government, we said to the Public Transport Authority that surely there 
must be some research and studies that justify the train to Ellenbrook because the former government came out 
and announced it. They looked at us blank-faced. They said that there has been no study. There is justification — 
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Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Sorry, what was that, member for Cannington? He was not in the last government; he was 
the political mastermind overseeing the election campaign. He can come in here every question time and rewrite 
history, but his hands are all over that loss. I thank the member for Cannington; I hope he gets elevated back to 
the leadership team for the next election.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: You won’t be in the leadership team for the next election.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The Leader of the Opposition will not be!  

The SPEAKER: I advise the Minister for Transport that when he refers to members on the other side of the 
chamber, he can expect some response. I am going to give you the opportunity to continue with the answer to the 
question.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: My apologies, Mr Speaker. I will get back to buses, because there are a lot of them about 
to drop into the suburbs across Perth.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: A whole 20!  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Is that what the Leader of the Opposition thinks? I will tell members what the government 
has committed to. We have committed $88 million to buy 158 additional buses over the next seven years. That is 
on top of the ongoing commitment over 10 years to buy 65 new buses to replace the old ones. That is the single 
biggest investment in bus services in Perth for as far back as I can find. On top of that, over the next four years 
there will be an $87 million increase in bus service kilometres. 

Mr R.H. Cook: It’s called catch-up.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It is called catch-up. I am glad the member for Kwinana is here today. He has provided 
his normal incisive lead-in to the good part of the answer. Just to put that into perspective, that will be a 30 per 
cent increase in the level of bus services provided in Perth over five years. That means that peak service delivery 
will be improved. I listened to the comments made by the member for Kwinana. I saw the press statement the 
other day by Hon Ken Travers, the minister for gold taxis. He listed a range of suburbs across the metropolitan 
area. He said that we have to improve bus services in these suburbs. I will list a few. They include Ashby, which 
is done; Tapping, done; Sinagra, done; Carramar, done; Banksia Grove, done; Harrisdale, done; Piara Waters, 
done; Baldivis, done; Aveley, done; Butler, done; Jindalee, done; Alkimos, done; Henley Brook, done; 
Ellenbrook, done; Two Rocks, done; and Hocking, done. They were all done in one breath and all done with one 
great budget announcement. It is probably important that we put that investment into historical perspective. I am 
glad the member for Kwinana asked me to do so because I am now pleased to do it.  

I have a chart. Having moved on from the Treasury portfolio, the chance to use charts does not come up as often 
so I will make the most of this chart. I have got it up the right way. It is a great chart. I will ask the Minister for 
Water to hold it up because members need to look at this chart. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: You were sacked as Treasurer. You didn’t move on. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Can the member for Cannington answer me this question? When the former Premier, 
Alan Carpenter, unveiled the dream team up in Kings Park, why did they tie up the member for Cannington in 
the back of the HiAce? Why was he bound up in the back with a gag in his gob? We all know why.  

I return to the chart.  

Mr W.J. Johnston: How many jobs did you resign from? You resigned as opposition leader and you resigned as 
Treasurer. What are you going to resign from next?  

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I am formally going to call you to order for the first time. I was not 
going to do that when I came to my feet, but now I am. I formally call you for the first time. There is a lot of 
interplay with respect to this question. I am hoping that the minister will eventually get very close to the 
conclusion of it so that question time can progress.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will just conclude with a quick examination of the historical perspective presented by 
the chart. Let me take members to the seven or eight years of the Labor government, which is the flat bit at the 
end of the chart. While the great supporters of public transport were in government, bus service kilometres went 
from 48 million a year to 50.1 million a year. That is an increase over six years of six per cent in total 
government investment in bus services. Let me get to the pointy end of the chart. What is happening over the 
next five years? 

Mr D.A. Templeman: You’re a thug. You’re a fool.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah! 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Show us your graph about your indiscretions, mate. It will be off the scale.  
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The SPEAKER: I formally call you to order for the second time today.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The member for Mandurah got that close to the central area transit bus. 

Just to wrap up, over the next five years bus service kilometres will grow by 30 per cent versus six per cent in six 
years. That is why there were holes in the bus service network. That is why we have invested the money and that 
is why people in all those suburbs that I outlined earlier, perhaps with the exception of the Mandurah CAT bus, 
will enjoy the benefits of better bus transport and members on both sides will have an opportunity to celebrate 
that with their constituents.  

DENTISTS AND DENTAL CLINIC ASSISTANTS — ATTRACTION AND RETENTION BENEFIT 

311. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 

I acknowledge in the gallery the presence of the primary extension and challenge students from the Peel 
education district, including my own electorate of Kwinana.  

I refer to the attraction and retention benefit currently received by dentists and dental clinic assistants. 

(1) Can the minister provide any guarantee to dentists and dental clinic assistants that the attraction and 
retention benefit will continue?  

(2) Does the minister acknowledge that without the attraction and retention benefit these health care 
professionals will have a pay freeze and will take a pay cut in real terms? 

(3) Will the minister intervene to ensure that the attraction and retention benefit is retained in an effort to 
stop the inevitable flood of current employees away from public dental clinics?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)–(3) Problems to do with dental health have been an issue for this state for a long period. I admit that during 
the four years that I was in opposition, from getting re-elected in 2001 up until when we were elected to 
government, I spent a lot of time — 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Sorry, in 2004, when I was re-elected. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Get your own career right. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: It was a good four years, and very peaceful; much better than being in opposition. 

When I got re-elected, during that four years as opposition spokesperson on health, I did look significantly at 
issues to do with dental health. It was not my field, so I sought advice from a wide range of people in the dental 
industry to come up with something that this state government could do to try to address the needs of dental 
health in this state. I was not able to get anything. I could name some of the people I went to. Some did not want 
to come up with things because they did not want to get offside with the government and the Minister for Health 
at the time by coming up with ideas. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You will get around to answering the actual question, won’t you? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Yes, this is part of the answer. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: It doesn’t seem like part of the answer.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: It is a building thing; it grows. 

Mr R.H. Cook: What are you going to do now?  

Dr K.D. HAMES: This is a very important question. I am leading up to it. I was unable to find any answers 
from opposition. We made a lot of commitments from opposition about fantastic policies that we were able to 
get the funding for when we gained government, things such as the Royal Flying Doctor Service, the patient 
assisted travel scheme and the friend in need scheme, things that were of significant benefit to the state. We did 
not find an allocation to dentists because it was so difficult. In fact, I sat down with the former minister, Mr 
McGinty, and talked to him about what we could do. I did not attack him at any stage because I knew how 
difficult it was from my own conversations. He and I had huge difficulties attracting dentists to work in the 
public system, largely doing school dental work. The pay for the dental assistants was very poor. In one case I 
remember making issue of the fact that the pay for the cleaner in a dental clinic was going to be higher than what 
the dental assistant received. 

The member for Kwinana would recall that this is primary health care and it is the responsibility of the federal 
government to look after primary health care, even though traditionally this state does play a role. 

Mr R.H. Cook: You still haven’t got to the question. 
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Dr K.D. HAMES: I have a few minutes left. To get to the specifics of the question, I am not aware of any move 
to remove that guarantee. That has certainly not been brought to my attention, nor would I think it appropriate. I 
am prepared to give a commitment to intervene if required. 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup, I formally call you to order for the first time today. You know you 
have the opportunity to get to your feet to ask a question.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: I would be prepared to let the member for Joondalup ask the supplementary instead of the 
member for Kwinana.  

I am prepared to have a look. I am not aware of that occurring; I doubt very much that it is. However, given that 
I have not heard of it, I am not positive, so I will make sure. If we can—collectively, rather than in opposition 
with each other—find some way to improve dental services, I would be very pleased to hear it because there is 
an enormous gap in the state and federal governments’ provision of services. We have had discussions federally 
as state ministers for this; in fact, part of the national health reform included a Medicare levy equivalent to cover 
the cost of dentists, but it would have been very politically difficult for the current Labor government to do that. 
It would have been politically unpalatable for the community as a whole to suddenly have a new levy for dental 
care to deal with. But somehow, collectively, we need to find a way to do it. If the member is able, he should talk 
to his federal colleagues and talk to the people who were unable to bring me a plan for something new. Short of 
injecting massive amounts of money into it in the way that we just have with the inland country health service—
that is the way to do it—I would much rather have something with federal government dollars because it is 
primary care. The state government is looking for an option but in the meantime that benefit creates a degree of 
incentive and I am happy to ensure it continues. 

DENTISTS AND DENTAL CLINIC ASSISTANTS — ATTRACTION AND RETENTION BENEFIT 

312. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 

I have a supplementary question. I acknowledge the minister’s comments and I just want to make it perfectly 
clear that today the minister will guarantee the attraction and retention benefit for dentists and dental clinic 
assistants. 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Am I going that far to guarantee it? What I am guaranteeing is that I will look to see whether there is any 
suggestion that it might be taken away. I have indicated that I am strongly opposed to that. Will I absolutely 
guarantee that it stays? I cannot give that guarantee. Perhaps I could tomorrow, but I need to talk to the staff who 
are involved. If the member suggests there is some effort to take it away, I need to talk with my health staff and 
see, if that is the case, why it is the case. 

ANIMAL WELFARE — DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD 

313. Mr J.M. FRANCIS to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

I refer to the announcement the minister made with the Premier this morning about the transfer of responsibility 
for animal welfare to the Department of Agriculture and Food and the substantial increase in funding for animal 
welfare inspectors. Can the minister please provide details of how this new arrangement will help to better 
protect animals in Western Australia; and what impact this will have on the Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for Jandakot. I must highlight that, I think, the member for Jandakot mentioned to me that he 
has been a life member of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals for almost 20 years. 
Therefore, I respect his interest in this matter. I want to highlight the very good decision made by the Liberal–
National government, which I announced today with the Premier at the Royal Agricultural Society of Western 
Australia’s facilities in Claremont. We are doing two things. We are transferring responsibility for the Animal 
Welfare Act from the Department of Local Government to the Department of Agriculture and Food, plus we are 
putting in significantly increased resources to support that act and to support the very high expectations of 
animal welfare that the community has of governments in Western Australia, particularly this government. The 
Department of Agriculture and Food is indeed an appropriate venue to locate responsibilities for animal welfare. 
It currently has a significant footprint in Western Australia, particularly in the regional areas. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The department covers the state from the Kimberley to the south coast and already plays a 
very, very proactive role in animal welfare right across the farming sector. It already has a very close 
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relationship with the RSPCA and, of course, that relationship will only be built on to ensure that we maintain the 
highest levels of animal welfare standards in Western Australia.  

We are doubling the funding for animal welfare in Western Australia to $1.6 million, which is a far cry from 
what happened with the last government. In fact, the previous government made some cuts to animal welfare in 
its time. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members!  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: There will be an extra six full-time inspectors on the job to assess and monitor animal 
welfare in Western Australia, taking the complement to a total of 14. Also, the Premier announced, which might 
have been missed by some people in this house, an extra $250 000 for the RSPCA to support the very, very good 
work that it does for animal welfare in Western Australia. 

The Australian government and, indeed, the Western Australian government have some of the highest standards 
in the world as far as animal welfare is concerned. The Animal Welfare Act in Western Australia has some of the 
harshest penalties for animal cruelty. Animal welfare is something that we take very, very seriously and it is 
something that the community takes very seriously. This budget is clearly a measure of our support for that very 
high community expectation that we will maintain those standards and ensure that we in Western Australia have 
the highest of standards. The Liberal–National government recognises that. We place importance on the 
community view that animal welfare is very critical in Western Australia and, of course, we have backed that up 
with resources and with key decisions in this budget. 

OCEAN BEACH HOTEL — DEFENESTRATION FATALITY 

314. Mr M.P. MURRAY to the Minister for Racing and Gaming: 

I refer to Andy Marshall who was thrown to his death at the Ocean Beach Hotel. 

(1) Why was this establishment allowed to stay open for the rest of the night after the incident at 9.00 pm? 

(2) Why has its trading licence not been revoked pending an investigation of the incident? 

(3) Will the minister legislate to ensure that if events like this occur, an establishment can have its licence 
frozen pending the outcome of an investigation? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

I thank the member for the question. 

(1) The police have the authority to close a hotel if they see fit to do so at the time. The police can close a 
hotel or the hotel can close voluntarily. I am not aware of the strict details of what happened on the 
night, other than to say it was a terrible situation and obviously a report is being done on it. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I am not aware of that side of it; I understand that there were some concerns around the 
number of people in the hotel and on the street at the time, but it is really a police matter to deal with that. 

The second part of the member’s question is the — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: The second part of the member’s question regarded the Director of Liquor Licensing—
what was the second part of the member’s question again? 

Mr M.P. Murray: Why wasn’t their trading licence revoked pending an investigation? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: The independent Director of Liquor Licensing, as the member knows, will get a report 
on that and he will look at all the instances around that. It is not for me to interfere. We have a Director of Liquor 
Licensing and we have the police; it is not for me as a minister to interfere on that occasion — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: No, it is not. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: It is not my role, member. I think I have answered the member’s question; that is not my 
role. Like everyone else, I was really concerned. Until the report, we are not even sure of the exact 
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circumstances. People have been saying it is the alcohol, the drugs et cetera but we do not know that yet. As the 
minister, I do not know that yet. That will come through the police investigation that takes place.  

I will always look at legislation, as I did last year, to try to improve the situation with alcohol-related violence. 
My whole focus, as I have talked to the member about, is to try to target the troublemakers. As we know, most 
people enjoy a good night out and drink responsibly, but a section of the community does not. Through 
prohibition orders and barring notices, that is what we are focusing on and I think there are some pretty good 
results. 

OCEAN BEACH HOTEL — DEFENESTRATION FATALITY 

315. Mr M.P. MURRAY to the Minister for Racing and Gaming: 

I have a supplementary question. Why does the minister allow the shutting of hotels when funerals are being 
held, yet he will not shut a hotel when a life is taken? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

I do not allow the shutting of hotels when funerals take place; that is usually arranged by local accords with the 
hotel or by the hotel itself. In Narrogin, where I am based, in the cases that I have been involved with, the police, 
local leaders of the Indigenous community and also the hotel’s accord do that. They do that; I do not come in 
over the top and say, “You’ll shut because there’s a funeral coming.” I am not the police minister, but the police 
have the authority to close a licensed premises if they think it is necessary for public safety reasons and I support 
them in that. 

CITY LINK PROJECT 

316. Mr M.W. SUTHERLAND to the Minister for Culture and the Arts: 

I note that the shadow Minister for Planning indicated in The West Australian this week that the Barnett 
government had not spent a cent on the City Link project. Can the minister please advise the house of the 
progress made with the City Link project since the Liberal–National government took office? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

I think this question is primarily in my role as Minister for Planning, but it does indeed touch on the Culture and 
the Arts portfolio. I noticed the member for Perth’s statement in Monday’s paper. He said — 

“The Barnett Government has not spent a cent yet on the City Link project and they’ve been in 
Government for three years.” 

The depth of understanding that the member for Perth has about what is happening in his electorate and in his 
shadow portfolio of planning is really quite astounding. All he needs to do is visit the site of the Perth rail 
station, as I do from time to time, and he will see work underway at the moment that is directly related to the 
Perth City Link project and the undergrounding of the rail line, to be followed by undergrounding of the bus 
station. If it is too difficult for the member for Perth to visit the Perth rail station or the area of ground, there is a 
Perth City Link website, and that will take him through to the Public Transport Authority. He will see there a 
webcam picture of what is happening at the Perth rail station in real time. 

Let us look at a little more of the details. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: You still haven’t dug a hole there! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The member for Perth does not seem to understand that it is necessary to do some preparatory 
work above the ground before work is done under the ground to install a tunnel, as well as the other work. 

This is a $610 million project that is funded by this government. The member is getting mixed up in his 
comments with his own side when it was in government: it was very good at announcing things, putting up signs 
and putting out media statements, glossy documents and so on, and then nothing actually happened. I very well 
recall the front-page newspaper article prior to the 2005 election in which a big splash was made by the then 
Premier and leader of the Labor Party about how Labor was going to undertake the project within the next few 
years. Six years later, it is the Liberal–National government that has funded the project, together with the 
Australian government and the City of Perth, to make it a reality. In particular, in the current financial year, 
2010–11, the East Perth Redevelopment Authority will expend $8.3 million—a little more than a cent, member 
for Perth—and the Public Transport Authority — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth, I realise that you have been referred to. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Verballed. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Perth, I am endeavouring to protect you in this place. However, you do not do 
your cause any good by continually interjecting. I am just giving you that advice, member for Perth.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: In the current financial year, the Public Transport Authority will expend $31.4 million, making 
a total of almost $40 million being expended in the current financial year. In the previous financial year, 2009–
10, it was $2.9 million and $1.85 million respectively, and there was previous expenditure in 2008–09, most of 
which happened in the time of the current government. The good news is that this project is actually happening. 
One need only visit the Perth rail station, as I said, to see some of the early works underway. The major 
construction work to actually dig a hole, as the member for Perth says, will commence later this year. This 
project is becoming a reality. 

POLICE OFFICERS — FIREARM USE GUIDELINES 

317. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Police: 

I refer the minister to two recent incidents in which persons were shot by police officers. 

(1) Can the minister assure the house that immediate interim guidelines regarding the use of firearms will 
be issued to police officers until such time as any investigations are concluded? 

(2) Given that the latest incident involving firearm use was allegedly necessitated by the failure of a Taser, 
can the minister assure the house that Tasers issued to our police officers are fit for purpose and 
properly maintained? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I thank the member for the question. 

(1)–(2) As far as I am aware, all our Tasers should be operationally okay. I know that the police test them 
before they go out on duty. If a Taser does not operate properly when it is needed, that is very 
unfortunate, and I am sure that that forms part of the investigation that the police are carrying out. 

In relation to the two situations in which firearms have been used, they have been used when the police 
officers themselves felt that their lives, or the lives of other people, were in danger. The member knows 
fully well that ever since Tasers were introduced, nobody had been shot until recently. We know that 
the member is averse to the use of Tasers; she does not like them. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: We introduced them. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think that Tasers are a fantastic tool for our police to use. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: We don’t like them being misused, minister. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, the member does not like them. She has said many times that she is against them. 
However, I think that Taser use — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: I am against them being misused. Don’t verbal me. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I would never dream of verballing the member for Girrawheen. She does that herself. Her 
press releases are like confetti, and they very rarely contain much of the truth, as the member knows. But, still, I 
am sure we will get a question about other areas in which she has shown an interest in her press releases 
recently, and I hope that we do, because I have some things that I would love to correct for the sake of honesty 
and truthfulness. 

Obviously, I am not going to issue instructions to the Commissioner of Police about whether firearms should be 
used. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Can you assure the house that the commissioner will? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, I cannot assure that. What the commissioner ensures is that investigations are carried 
out into any incident in which firearms are used, as the Leader of the Opposition is fully aware. When that 
investigation is — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: I’m asking you whether you’re fully aware, and clearly you’re not. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am fully aware of what has happened, and I am fully aware of the fact that the 
commissioner will give me a briefing note once that investigation has been completed. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You haven’t had one to date? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am aware of what has happened, but, obviously, an investigation has to go into far more 
detail than just a briefing note of what happened on that night or on that day at that particular time. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Was it night or day? Do you know that? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, of course I do. 
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Mrs M.H. Roberts: Well, what’s the answer? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am not talking to the member for Midland—not at all. What I am saying to the member 
for Girrawheen is — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You don’t know. You don’t know up or down—night or day. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: For goodness sake! The member for Midland was one of the worst police ministers that 
this state has ever had. She was useless. This is the former minister who would not take any calls before nine 
o’clock in the morning. Before nine o’clock in the morning she did not want her beauty sleep broken. Fantastic 
minister! I have to tell the house that she is the weakest police minister we have ever had. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: I only did it for one year with a child. Try that. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: So the member admits that she did not want to take any calls before nine o’clock. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: I don’t admit that. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member does not admit that; okay. I think she just did. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You’ve made that up. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, I assure the member that I have not. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland, as in a previous instance today, I was not going to get to my feet and call 
you to order. However, given that I am on my feet and you have continued to interject, I am going to call you to 
order formally for the first time today. I instruct the minister to simply answer the question asked by the member 
for Girrawheen, and I will then give the member for Girrawheen an opportunity, if she would like, to ask a 
supplementary question. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will conclude my answer because I know that the member for Girrawheen will be hot on 
her feet in a moment with a supplementary question. Let me assure the member that when the investigation is 
concluded, I will be very happy to share with her the outcome of that investigation and whether any new 
guidelines will have to be put in place. But that is a matter for the commissioner at this stage, not for me as the 
minister. I am not going to get involved in an investigation that is ongoing. 

POLICE OFFICERS — FIREARM USE GUIDELINES 

318. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Police: 

When the minister became aware that the allegation was that a Taser had failed, did he seek from the 
commissioner a briefing on the circumstances of that failure? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I became aware when I was given the briefing note in relation to that particular incident—not about the 
investigation and the whys and wherefores. I will get the information about why the Taser did not work in due 
course once the investigation is completed. I read about it in the newspaper first of all, the same as the member 
did. It became news when an officer had to draw his firearm and use it because his Taser malfunctioned. That is 
what I am aware of so far. It came together with a briefing note that the police commissioner, or someone in his 
department, gave me, and that is as much as I know at the moment.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: And you didn’t do anything. Subsequent to receiving the briefing note, did you do anything? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I read it very carefully, and I took notice of the fact that an investigation was taking place, 
and is taking place as we speak. When that investigation is completed and the results of that investigation are 
presented to me, along with any recommendations regarding further firearm training or criteria — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: What happens in the meantime? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: What will happen in the meantime is that our police officers will have every right to 
defend themselves when their lives, or other people’s lives, are put in danger. If the member disagrees with 
that — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: What about faulty Tasers? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Hopefully, the Taser will work. I am a great fan of Tasers, because if an officer can draw 
a Taser and subdue somebody who is coming at him with a knife, a gun or anything, that is much more 
preferable to him drawing a firearm and having to shoot somebody, which very often results in a far more fatal 
outcome. Therefore, I am very happy with the current situation in relation to firearm and Taser use and I have no 
reason to try to persuade the Commissioner of Police to change any of that criteria, but if some things are 
malfunctioning, we need to know about it.  
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SPORT FOR ALL INITIATIVE 

319. Ms A.R. MITCHELL to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 

As a former teacher of physical education, I know firsthand the benefits of support for young children. Can the 
minister advise the house how the benefits of the state government’s new Sport for All initiative will support 
marginalised and at-risk children and young people in the community? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

I thank the member for Kingsley for her question and for her assistance to me on many sporting matters.  

I have talked quite a bit in the house about the huge importance of sport and recreation and the benefits that it 
delivers. I talk about not only the physical and mental health benefits, but also the social and justice benefits and 
the use of sport to try to address some of the general issues we have in our society. I really think it is a strong 
way to go. The good thing for me is that the Liberal–National government has really recognised and embraced 
that idea and has made a proactive and effective investment in our community through this Sport for All 
program. It is an investment of $20 million over four years towards four projects called sports for all. It is a huge 
breakthrough in how we manage and deliver sport to assist those in need in our community, utilising sport for 
what it should do. I will quickly run through the program: $10 million of the funding will go towards a program 
that will enable us to pay club fees for young kids whose families cannot afford to do so. Therefore, we will 
really hit those who are in need. In the last few years I have quite often heard parents say that they cannot afford 
to send their children to a particular sporting club; we will give them the opportunity to do that. The program is 
for children aged between five and 18 years and they will be eligible to apply for financial assistance that will 
come in the form of a voucher or participation passport to contribute to club participation fees. Eligible children 
will be referred by respected individuals or professions; that might include representatives from the juvenile 
justice system, child health nurses, social workers or paediatricians. The assistance will respond to the localised 
need of each child and that will be determined by the referral agent. The fees will go directly to the sporting 
clubs; therefore, the sporting clubs have to account for those fees. It will be well covered and those clubs will 
register to participate. We are ensuring that we run this program extremely tightly. 

Mr P.B. Watson: Any sport? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Yes, sport and recreation. This is about getting kids involved who otherwise could not 
afford to.  

We anticipate that for every $1 million invested in this program, 3 000 to 3 500 people should be reached who 
currently do not access the system, whether it be through social disadvantage or social risk—we are really 
targeting that area. 

Mr P.B. Watson: Will the money go directly to sporting clubs? It won’t go to families? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: It has to go through the sporting clubs. 

Another important part of this overall package is a further $4 million committed to volunteers and trying to 
create a new generation of volunteers, which is very important in this Year of the Volunteer. Another $4 million 
will be spent developing and rolling out an innovative communications technology package. We are trying to 
assist our clubs and associations and our volunteer administrators. This part of the program is very important 
because if we increase the number of people accessing our sporting clubs and they have to deal with extra 
members, we must ensure that we do not put them under too much pressure. Volunteers are under a lot of 
pressure. I recognise that we needed to do more for them, and that is what this part of the program is aimed at. If 
we assist volunteers and make it easier to attract and retain them, if we provide better technology and access to 
information for volunteers and help them run their clubs through the financing of our club development officer 
scheme—it all links in—we can deliver better outcomes to these kids coming in.  

Members may have heard me mention the final component of this program, which is $2 million in the package to 
encourage nature play. As members know, it is the mission to raise the awareness of the need to engage children 
in nature and reconnect them with the natural environment. We want to make that a part of normal childhood 
again. I thank the members on both sides who have inquired more about nature play and have got involved. It is 
really gaining momentum. The base is now there, and this $2 million will ensure that the momentum keeps 
growing. At the end of the day, it will greatly benefit our communities. The sports for all program enables the 
government to invest confidently in an effective, well-planned program. It is a community-based package that I 
think will leave a real legacy for the state, and it is really aimed where it needs to be. In closing, I think that there 
are four core imperatives for government and they are increasing community participation; building stronger and 
more resilient families—we often hear people talk about family and family life; skilling and employing people; 
and building the capacity of our community sport and our not-for-profit organisations. The major outcome of this 
program—it is not solely a result of this, but it will certainly boost it—is a better quality of life for so many 
Western Australians and particularly for those kids at risk. This is a good package and it serves a multipolicy 
agenda going across health, education, helping the disadvantaged and delivering justice. 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT — POLICE CLEARANCES 

320. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Transport: 

The member for Kalgoorlie is still very slow! 

A constituent in my electorate was close to being employed in the mining industry, but I note the significant 
difficulties that he had with the Department of Transport accepting a police clearance for a mine residue facility 
licence. 

(1) Why does Department of Transport not accept “VerifyCV” police clearances, which are available 
online? 

(2) Can the minister explain why his department makes a person living in the regions go to a post office in 
town, pay additional money and wait a week for a police clearance that is available online? 

(3) Will the minister review the way that his department accepts police clearances? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(1)–(3) In any one week, there are hundreds, if not thousands, of licensing matters that the Department of 
Transport handles. Regrettably, I am not across all of them.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you members! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I know that that will cause the member for Albany some disappointment, but I do not 
want to disappoint his constituent. If the member provides me with some details, I will be more than happy to 
have my agency look into that matter.  

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT — POLICE CLEARANCES 

321. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Transport: 

I have a supplementary question. We have already been through the agency and have not had any success. I was 
rung late yesterday and told that my constituent had now lost his job in the mining industry. I will give the 
minister details if he can follow the matter up for me to ensure that this sort of thing does not happen to people in 
regional areas. 

The SPEAKER: Members, that concludes question time. 

DENTISTS AND DENTAL CLINIC ASSISTANTS — ATTRACTION AND RETENTION BENEFIT 

Question without Notice 311 — Supplementary Information 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Health) [2.48 pm]: Earlier the member for Kwinana asked me 
about the attraction and retention incentive for dentists and dental assistants. It currently stands at 10 per cent of 
base salary for dental officers and $3 000 per annum for dental assistants. I have been provided information, via 
a copy of a briefing note, that says that, as part of the new negotiations on salaries, the Department of Health is 
in discussions with staff and unions to try to get an agreement on a significant increase in salary that would make 
it more attractive to go into those positions and obviate the need for a special annual bonus to make it more 
attractive to stay in regional areas. In the meantime, it has been recommended that I guarantee that bonus for 
12 months while those negotiations are underway.  

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) RECURRENT 2011–12 BILL 2011 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) CAPITAL 2011–12 BILL 2011 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [2.50 pm]: It gives me great pleasure to say a few words about the Treasurer’s 
budget speech that he gave last Thursday. The Treasurer’s first budget was an outstanding performance in both 
its content and the Treasurer’s broad depth of understanding of the economy and how people in the community 
are feeling. The budget has a personal as well as an economic component. It is fantastic that the Barnett 
government is delivering another surplus and will maintain the state’s AAA credit rating in the future. When I 
look at the budgets that have been delivered over the past 10 years, I get a bit envious of the previous 
government and the $2 billion-plus budget surpluses it had in the last three years of government and of the 
amazing cash position it was in at the time. That represents a lost opportunity to deliver social benefits to the 
people. It is fantastic that this government is paying back that social benefit. 

I have been really disappointed about the way the federal Treasurer, Wayne Swan, has been prancing around — 
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Point of Order 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I am finding it very difficult to hear the member for Carine, and I am very interested in 
hearing what he has to say. 

The SPEAKER: The member for South Perth makes a very good point. I will give the call to the member for 
Carine in a moment. As I, and I am sure previous Speakers, have instructed, if members have business to discuss 
that is not relevant to the business that is before the Chair or they have other things that they would rather be 
doing, I would prefer they took them outside the chamber so that members who want to hear what the member 
for Carine is saying can hear him. Members will give the member for Carine an opportunity to be heard. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: As I was saying, the federal Treasurer, Wayne Swan, has been publicly berating this 
government in the media for raising the royalty rate on iron ore fines from 5.625 per cent to 7.5 per cent, 
bringing it in line with the royalty rate for lump iron ore. He has threatened that Western Australia will suffer by 
losing a share of the goods and services tax revenue allocated by the Commonwealth Grants Commission. He 
said that the increase in the royalty rate came out of the blue and that he knew nothing about it. It can be seen by 
what has been reported in the media that that is not true. He knew more than 12 months ago that this was on the 
cards. Obviously, he did not share that information with anyone in the government, including the Prime Minister. 
Maybe he was not sure who would be the Prime Minister and so he thought he would keep it to himself. My 
constituents do not like to be told by the federal government that the state government cannot change the royalty 
rate for a state resource or bring it into harmony with other royalty rates. There have been discussions about 
doing that over the past six to 12 months. We have been saying that we need to charge the mining companies 
more in royalties. The fact that this government and the Premier have been able to negotiate these royalty 
increases is a credit to them. It is disappointing that the federal Labor members of Western Australia—Stephen 
Smith in Perth, Gary Gray in Brand and Melissa Parke in Fremantle—are not standing up for the rights of 
Western Australians in this debate. They have been silent. 

The $350 million in revenue as a result of the BHP–Rio Tinto bill was a fantastic outcome. This government is 
working to extract for its constituents through renegotiating state agreements the best possible benefits from 
royalty rates and payments made by mining companies. The government is making sure that the money flows 
through to different sectors of the community. It is important to send a strong message to Canberra that it should 
look after its own budget. The federal government has enough of its own problems with debt, the amount of 
money that has been wasted at the federal level and the agreements and deals it made in back rooms over the 
mineral resource rent tax to worry about, rather than be concerned with whether the states have a right to 
represent their own financial interests and benefit from the resources they own. I want to make sure that my 
constituents’ concern on that matter is strongly noted and that the federal Treasurer knows to keep his nose out 
of our business as far as that is concerned. 

On another front, I will talk about public transport. I was delighted to see in the budget the 45 extra train 
carriages that the government has ordered. My constituents use the Warwick and Stirling train stations that 
border my electorate. It is fantastic that the work on the additional parking bays at those two train stations has 
well and truly progressed and should be completed this year. That will be a fantastic outcome. I am sure that the 
Minister for Transport will not allow the Department of Transport to put the carriages into storage for a rainy day 
and will make sure that they are available to be used by the 8 400 passengers who use these trains on those lines 
each day. I believe the additional trains will add real value. Today we heard that buses are important. 
Unfortunately, to date there have not been enough bus routes and the buses have been too infrequent. People 
want to catch public transport close to where they live. If they can rely on the frequency of the public transport 
system and on being taken to their destination, that will be a great benefit. The $134 million initiative will be 
well spent in providing that service to the community. 

The Mitchell Freeway runs along the boundary of my electorate. I regularly drive on it to get home and know 
that the traffic on it does get congested. When approaching my electorate, it begins to bank up, generally around 
Cedric Street and Karrinyup Road, and it gets worse from there. The decision to add an extra lane between 
Hodges Drive and Hepburn Avenue will be a great outcome for the people living in the northern suburbs. It will 
definitely improve people’s ability to get home and will improve safety. That is a very good decision that was 
well and truly overdue. The Minister for Transport is very conscious of the needs of the community and of the 
frustrations and stresses that are bothering people. It is fantastic that the feedback from members on this side 
about the issues that need to be worked on have been taken on board. 

The government made a great decision on air conditioning in schools. I was always flabbergasted that new 
schools and new extensions to schools were built without air conditioning. In a state as hot as Western Australia, 
I could never understand why the parents and citizens associations had to sell sausages and chocolates and 
undertake other fundraising activities so that the teachers and our children could have a comfortable learning 
environment. We all know that it is difficult for children to concentrate after being out in the elements on hot 
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days. The weather can put students off by making it harder for them to concentrate. It distracts children from 
getting the best outcomes from themselves and their teachers. For a nation that prides itself on learning and 
building a more educated community, these sorts of things are no-brainers. I commend the Treasurer, the 
Premier and all the ministers for listening to members on this side of the house about the importance of, and need 
to, install air conditioners. The previous system was ridiculous. The government’s decision has been a very 
positive outcome.  

It is good to see that the $8.3 million is still in the budget for the completion of Lake Gwelup Primary School in 
my electorate. It is progressing quite well. I was at a sod-turning ceremony earlier this year with the Minister for 
Education. The community there is exceptionally happy that it is getting this new school. It is a growing 
community where there is lots of development. It will be a well-used asset for the community and I congratulate 
the community for fighting for that outcome.  

It is fantastic that funding is in the budget to support independent public schools. Two of my schools—a primary 
school and a high school—recently approached me about supporting their bid to become independent public 
schools. They were very enthusiastic about that. They also wanted to take it one step further so that their location 
could become an education precinct, given they are on the same piece of land. There is real potential for 
synergies between primary schools and high schools and for opportunities to share resources. Obviously primary 
schools and high schools have different facilities, so a precinct such as that would be fantastic.  

With the $1 billion that has been allocated to the social services package, it is fantastic to see that those most in 
need in our society will finally get recognised in a way that I would have expected to happen prior to 2008, when 
there were billions of dollars to spend and nowhere to spend it. It would have been a great opportunity in those 
days to use a lot of that money for that social infrastructure. I commend this government for supporting people 
with disabilities, mental illness and alcohol and drug-related problems; for supporting families generally; and for 
seeking to help homeless people in the Perth CBD. That is all very good.  

I also commend the government for increasing seniors’ rebates up to $150 for singles and $225 for couples. That 
will come in very handy. Seniors are definitely feeling the strain; they are finding it hard to budget. The fact that 
the government has recognised that with an increase in the hardship utilities grant by an extra $6 million up to 
$10 million is fantastic, and will go a long way towards helping people. We will have to monitor that situation 
over the coming months to see how that pans out.  

The decision to allocate money to planning the new sports stadium is a fantastic decision and is a step in the right 
direction. We have finally got some momentum on this issue. As much as members opposite may criticise that 
the whole cost of the stadium has not been budgeted for, we need to plan and get things right. We need to take 
the preliminary steps. We can see the problems that arise from not doing that.  

The Perth Arena is a perfect example of a project that was not properly planned. The contracts were badly put 
together; people did not know what they were building and had to work it out along the way. The budget on that 
project has blown out by $400 million-plus, which is a lot of money, especially in the tough times we are 
experiencing at the moment. We need to put more work into the front end of projects rather than just make 
announcements about money for infrastructure being in the budget and the forward estimates.  

The decision to inject 100 per cent of the money raised from speed cameras and red-light camera fines into the 
road trauma trust fund is well and truly overdue. We need to improve driver education. People talk about 
speeding fines being revenue raising. I tell people who say that, “If you don’t want to give the government any 
money, don’t speed; starve the government, please. Don’t give it any money.” I challenge people to starve the 
government of revenue from speed cameras and red-light cameras because that is a good thing to do.  

Members opposite are very passionate about rail travel. The proposed extension of the northern suburbs rail line 
to Butler is very positive. I am getting the wind-up from members on this side, so I cannot speak for much 
longer. Infill sewerage is also a very important initiative. In my electorate the single-lane section of Reid 
Highway between Erindale Road and Marmion Avenue needs some work. Some great work is being done to 
create an overpass at the intersection of Mirrabooka Avenue and Alexander Drive to increase the flow of traffic. 
That little section of Reid Highway in my electorate gets very congested. A lot of people use it. It will cost a bit 
of money to change it but it is very important. Initially, the community was opposed to that extension but has 
warmed to it over time and now people want to see a dual lane built there.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: I raised it with Treasury in requesting that section from Erindale to the freeway, so with your 
support we might be able to get it.  

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I am very passionate about that; I have already mentioned it on a number of occasions. I 
am very keen for that to happen.  

There is some money in the budget, as there has been for years, for underground power. My community, 
especially along the coast, is very passionate about underground power. I look forward to the Minister for 
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Energy making some changes on that front. All up, can I say that since I have been a member, the last three 
budgets have been progressively focused on state building, infrastructure projects and building capacity in the 
state. Now we are moving towards helping people who are suffering as a result of the GFC and other financial 
problems in not just the state and country but around the world. This budget is heading in the right direction in 
that respect. I thank the Treasurer and all the ministers for their wonderful work, and I look forward to promoting 
this budget to the community at a broader level. Thank you very much.  

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean) [3.06 pm]: I found it interesting that pages 1 and 4 of today’s The West 
Australian highlighted concerns about improper pharmaceutical company influence. Highlighting big pharma 
influence has been a focus of much of my parliamentary work. I was even characterised in a recent article as an 
anti-pharmaceutical activist. Whilst it was a very good article, it completely and utterly misrepresents me. I take 
this opportunity to put on the record my thanks to the manufacturers of Micardis, Boehringer Ingelheim. 
Micardis is my blood pressure medication. I have tried everything else to get my blood pressure under control, 
and if it were not for that wonderful pharmaceutical produced by that pharmaceutical company, I would not be 
able to do it. I am certainly not anti-pharmaceutical. But I do understand the nature of pharmaceutical 
companies. They exist for one reason, and that is not for the public good; it is to make a profit. If we understand 
that, we can understand what to expect from their behaviour. I have also been mischaracterised as not believing 
in mental illness because I question the validity of ADHD. That is not true. I have seen psychosis and that is real 
mental illness. I believe there is definitely a role for the cautious use of medications in treating mental illness. I 
wanted to put those two comments on the record before I started today’s speech.  

I will talk about two issues today. The first issue is the growing concerns about prescription drug abuse in 
Western Australia and how simple I think it is to solve that problem. Most big problems demand complex 
solutions, but I think we can make a big dent in the problem of prescription drug abuse with some very simple 
and inexpensive measures. Secondly, I want to talk in greater depth of a far more complex issue; namely, the 
future of mental health that has been outlined by the federal government and some concerns I have about it.  

As I said, the problem of prescription drug abuse is very widespread and growing but I think it is particularly 
easy to address. An excellent piece was written in The West Australian on 11 April by Adrian Beattie. He wrote 
a two-page spread on pages 6 and 7 with the heading of the main article being “Prescription drug addicts use 
doctors like dealers”. It highlighted how easy it is for drug abusers to get access to prescription drugs they can 
abuse or, in some cases, on-sell as a source of funds and, in other cases, abuse for their own lifestyle purposes. A 
number of speakers are highlighted in the articles. The main article refers to the situation of a couple, “Doug and 
Valerie”; those are not their real names. I know the real “Doug” well, and I know that he is listening to me today. 
I congratulate him on the work that he has done and I can assure him that although progress is slow, we will get 
there. I say to him: hang in there, and we will make progress, but, unfortunately, the world moves a lot more 
slowly than we might want to be the case. Nevertheless, I think this is a relatively easy problem to address. To 
put this matter in context, I refer to an article that highlights Doug and Valerie’s situation. I suggest that all 
members read the article, because it graphically describes video footage that I have actually watched; it is 
absolutely disturbing to see the impact that prescription drug abuse has had on this family. It describes how —  

Over three months, she spent $2000 on prescription medicines and most of it—$1400—in just two 
metropolitan pharmacies.  

“I told the doctors what she was doing,” Dough said. “I told the pharmacies and I even told Medicare. 
Nothing happened.  

“As far as I know, no one contacted Valerie and she continued to get prescription drugs. When I asked 
Medicare what they had done, they sent me a letter saying they couldn’t tell me because of privacy 
issues.” 

The article goes on to highlight similar stories, one of which is the story of “Craig”—he does not identify 
himself beyond that—and the way he supplements his income with OxyContin. Another one is the story of Mike 
Desbouvrie, who actually identifies himself as a former drug abuser and highlights just how easy it is to get 
prescription drugs. The article also quotes George O’Neil, who highlights the fact that a growing proportion of 
the people he helps with detoxification are prescription drug abusers and that it is a very serious issue. There is a 
cost in human lives, but there is also a financial cost, most of it to the federal government. For instance, in 2010, 
oxycodone prescriptions cost the taxpayers of Western Australia $5.78 million, and that is one of the drugs that 
is most frequently abused. 

Lenette Mullen, president of the Western Australian branch of the Pharmacy Guild of Australia, identifies in this 
article a very simple solution that needs to be enacted. She highlights the fact that — 

Pseudoephedrine is the only dangerous drug which is tracked in real time. It is found in cold and flu 
tablets and can be turned into methamphetamine.  
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Pharmacists are required to ask for photo identification from anyone buying pseudoephedrine and those 
details are kept on a computer record which all pharmacists can access.  

The customer’s details remain on file for several days and during that time that person will not be sold 
pseudoephedrine by any pharmacist.  

“It’s a simple system, but it works very well,” Ms Mullen said. “If that system was widened to include 
the prescription drugs which are targeted by addicts and dealers, that would go a long way towards 
stamping out people’s ability to abuse the system.” 

I have spoken about this before; I am glad that the Minister for Health is in the chamber. This is a big and 
growing problem with a very simple solution. It may take some cooperation between state and federal 
governments, but all that needs to happen is for pharmacists’ computers to be able to talk to each other so that 
when somebody has a script filled faster than it could possibly be used, assuming that there are adequate 
identification processes in place, it can be identified that the person should not be prescribed further drugs to 
avoid potential abuse. It is a really simple solution to a really big and growing problem, and it would not be 
particularly expensive to implement. There may be some privacy implications that need to be considered, but we 
simply need computer networks that can talk to each other, and that is surely not beyond our wit and wisdom. 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: It should be done across the board with all prescription drugs. If we can do it for one 
drug, I cannot see why it would be much more expensive to do it for all drugs. I urge the minister to talk to 
George O’Neil and “Doug”; he will tell the minister about the tragedies that occur. I urge the minister to talk to 
these people and read the article and see how simply it can be addressed. 

Dr K.D. Hames: You do need to talk to Nicola. 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: Of course, and it is not beyond our wit and wisdom to get together and solve this 
problem. It will be a relatively inexpensive system and it will save money for the public system because there 
will not be the problem of taxpayers subsidising prescription drug abuse, people’s lives will not be destroyed, 
and, in the long term, it will be of human and economic benefit. That is the first issue I want to discuss, and as I 
said, it is a relatively easy problem to address. 

The second issue I want to discuss is far more complex and will take more than the 22 minutes I have left. I refer 
to the federal government’s response to mental health in the recent federal budget. Mental health was a 
centrepiece of the federal budget, with an additional $2.2 billion being identified over five years for mental 
health initiatives, of which $419.7 million was split between the Early Psychosis Prevention and Intervention 
Centre, and Headspace. It is interesting that they were the only two programs highlighted in a joint press release 
put out by the Prime Minister and the commonwealth Minister for Mental Health and Ageing. It reads — 

This package includes $419.7 million over five years to significantly increase youth mental health 
services including the expansion of two programs pioneered by leading mental health expert Professor 
Patrick McGorry — 

They are the programs I have already mentioned. 

Let me be clear up front: an additional $2.2 billion for mental health is a good thing; it is great that extra money 
is being put into mental health, and to the extent that people such as Professor McGorry and others, such as 
Professor Ian Hickie and Professor John Mendoza, have contributed to putting mental health on the agenda, they 
deserve praise. However, I am concerned that the devil is in the detail. My criticism is not about extra funding, 
but, in fact, about the lack of an evidence base for the decisions that have been made. I suggest that this response 
was a political response to a political problem, not a public policy response based on thorough analysis of the 
evidence. I criticise not only the Gillard government but also the Abbott opposition, the Independents and, 
indeed, the media. They have all allowed the mental health debate to be dominated by a tiny group—Patrick 
McGorry, Ian Hickie and John Mendoza. I am not suggesting that those people do not have valuable 
contributions to make, and I am not suggesting that they do not do some good work. However, I am saying that 
they are not the independent mental health spokespersons that they are portrayed to be in the media; they are 
players with vested interests. That has been missed by the media, the opposition, the federal government and 
even the Independents in federal Parliament. 

I do not think that the opposition and the Independents who advocated on behalf of McGorry, Hickie and 
Mendoza fully understood what they were advocating, and I am certain that the federal government does not 
fully understand what it has funded. I do not want members to misinterpret what I am saying; those three 
gentlemen are fantastic advocates and great political lobbyists, but I am not convinced that they have been asked 
enough tough questions about the programs they advocate—particularly EPPIC and Headspace. I am concerned 
about the potential for off-label prescribing in expanded EPPIC and Headspace services, and the potential for 
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this to do enormous harm to young people in Western Australia. Before I talk about that, I will talk about the 
political process involved and highlight how unusual it was. 

[Quorum formed.]  

Mr M.P. WHITELY: The process by which this $2.2 billion was allocated was a political process that 
circumvented the normal process we might expect. In fact, the Minister for Mental Health and Ageing has the 
National Advisory Council on Mental Health to give him advice on strategic directions for mental health.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): If members want to have a meeting, can they please go outside. 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: The Minister for Mental Health and Ageing took the extraordinary step of sidelining the 
National Advisory Council on Mental Health and set up a mental health expert working group. That was 
identified as being a time-sensitive group that was going to come together and deliver quick advice to the 
minister. Three members of that group—Professor McGorry, Professor Ian Hickie and Monsignor David 
Cappo—left that group and produced their own $3.5 billion five-year blueprint for mental health under the 
banner of the Independent Mental Health Reform Group.  

The SPEAKER: Members, I have given everyone a warning. The next person I get for talking, I will call to 
order. When those members get up and make their speeches, they want everyone to listen of them, and so does 
the member for Bassendean.  

Mr M.P. WHITELY: I have to keep going over my material and I am losing time, which is really beginning to 
annoy me.  

These three members of the group that was set up by the Minister for Mental Health and Ageing set up the 
Independent Mental Health Reform Group. They call themselves “independent”, although it is interesting that 
both Professors McGorry and Hickie have extensive and longstanding commercial ties to the pharmaceutical 
industry. In fact, Professor Ian Hickie’s CV identifies that he received some $411 000 in personal funding from 
the pharmaceutical industry, so I have some questions about the use of the term “independent”. The blueprint 
they came up with identified $226 million for Headspace, which ended up getting $197.3 million, and 
$910 million for Early Psychosis Prevention and Intervention Centres, which received $222.4 million. That was 
supposed to be matched by state governments. In other words, to fund the extra EPPI centres, the state 
governments will have to match that with dollar-for-dollar funding. I suggest that state governments around 
Australia need to have a good think about whether they do that because the evidence base is inconclusive. They 
have not, in my view, addressed the issues around off-label prescribing. I hope that I have time to identify those 
issues, as I am one of the few people who seems to be awake to this. There are some other critics, including 
Professor Jon Jureidini, and the new federal member for Canberra has made an isolated statement, but there are 
not many of us who have brought a critique to bear on these issues.  

I will summarise my main concerns. I am very concerned that we will see through Headspace and EPPIC a 
potential increase in the off-label prescription of selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor antidepressants, despite 
the fact there is clinical evidence that is accepted by the Therapeutic Goods Administration and the US Food and 
Drug Administration that using SSRI antidepressants leads to a significant increase in the prospects of young 
people under the age of 24 years being suicidal—an increase of 80 per cent. Both Headspace and EPPIC 
advocate the use of SSRI antidepressants. I am also concerned at the potential for EPPIC services to undertake 
the off-label prescribing of antipsychotics that have some quite nasty side effects.  

I will talk first about my concerns for the potential that an expansion of the Headspace services will lead to a 
greater prescription of SSRI antidepressants. I turn to this document titled, “Using SSRI Antidepressants to Treat 
Depression in Young People: What are the Issues and What is the Evidence?” This is a document produced by 
Headspace in 2009 that has five authors, including Patrick McGorry. The paper concludes by stating —  

In cases of moderate to severe depression, SSRI medication may be considered within the context of 
comprehensive management of the patient, which includes regular careful monitoring for the emergence 
of suicidal ideation or behaviour.  

Yet the paper builds a compelling case for not using SSRI antidepressants. It acknowledges that the only SSRI 
that has positive outcomes in clinical trials is fluoxetine.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: Even those benefits seem to disappear the longer one looks at the evidence. The paper 
also highlights the concerns of suicidal behaviour that I have outlined, the fact that clinical trials indicate that 
compared to taking a placebo, SSRI antidepressants increase the probability of a young person being suicidal by 
over 80 per cent. One has to bear this in mind against the political process that was used to sell the need for 
expansions of Headspace services. It was done against the background of candlelight vigils that were 
coordinated through Get Up to highlight concerns about youth suicide. That was used to create momentum for 
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increased funding to youth-oriented mental health services. However, the very services that the federal 
government is funding prescribe against TGA and FDA recommendations and against the black box warnings 
that exist for SSRI antidepressants; they propose the reliance on the use of SSRIs. Therefore, we may see an 
expansion of services that prescribe more SSRIs, which in turn leads to more youth suicides. I am very 
concerned that when we have the next candlelight vigil, if this issue of SSRI antidepressant prescribing is not 
addressed at both Headspace and EPPIC, we may see an increase in the number of candles at that vigil as a result 
of an increase in the number of youth suicides because of an expansion in these services.  

The SSRI issue has not attracted much attention. I have written a blog about it. Professor McGorry took up my 
invitation to respond to that blog, and in fact Professor McGorry and I are meeting here on 29 June. These are 
the sorts of issues that we need to thrash out. Until these issues are addressed, I will not stop my advocacy and I 
will not stop highlighting them.  

My concerns about EPPIC are less straightforward. EPPIC is very much Professor McGorry’s baby and is based 
on the principle that early intervention can prevent later psychosis—the philosophy that a stitch in time saves 
nine. I support the philosophy of early intervention. Members who have listened to my speeches in the past will 
be bleeding from the ears hearing me plead for the need for early intervention so that we can identify kids’ real 
health needs. My concern is not that we do not need early intervention; my concern is what that early 
intervention will be. I do not have time to outline the whole history in this debate, but I have outlined my 
concerns in detail about psychosis risk syndrome and the potential operations of EPPIC at my website 
www.speedupsitstill.com. At my invitation, Professor McGorry replied to my latest blog. We also had an 
exchange on The World Today program on ABC radio on 12 May that was titled “Mental health initiative under 
attack” in which I outlined my concerns, and on 20 May Professor McGorry responded. As I said, we are 
halfway through what I believe is going to be a constructive and cordial exchange. However, I want to put on 
record my prime issue so there is absolutely no ambiguity about it. What we need from Professor McGorry, on 
behalf of EPPIC, is a very clear unambiguous statement about the circumstances under which antipsychotics will 
be prescribed at EPPIC, and we need a very clear statement about the future of psychosis risk syndrome. I will 
not beat around the bush. To date, what Professor McGorry has said and written is confusing for those who 
follow it closely. It is confusing for one very clear reason: he has contradicted himself too often. 

Specifically, I want to begin with the issue of psychosis risk syndrome, otherwise known as attenuated psychotic 
syndrome. It is a newly hypothesised psychiatric disorder that hypothesises that we can typically identify in 
teenagers and young people those who are at high risk of becoming psychotic. They have not had a first 
psychotic episode but proponents hypothesise that they can spot them becoming psychotic. It is a very 
controversial proposed disorder. Dr Allen Frances, the psychiatrist who led the redevelopment of DSM-IV, the 
bible of psychiatry, had some very unflattering things to say about psychosis risk syndrome. He said — 

… “Psychosis Risk Syndrome” stands out as the most ill-conceived and potentially harmful … 

Of all the proposals for insertion into DSM-5 — 

The whole concept of early intervention rests on three fundamental [flawed] pillars … 1) it would 
misidentify many teenagers who are not really at risk for psychosis; 2) the treatment they would most 
often receive (atypical antipsychotic medication) has no proven efficacy; but, 3) it does have definite 
dangerous complications.” 

They are the words of the man who led the redevelopment of DSM-IV. These are not the words of someone at 
the fringe of psychiatry. These are words from the very heart of psychiatry.  

When I was on The World Today on 12 May I said that Professor McGorry is a leading international proponent 
of a new psychiatric disorder for inclusion in the next edition of DSM-5. On the long version of the audio 
version on The World Today website, Professor McGorry said — 

Contrary to Mr Whitely’s statements, I haven’t been pushing for it — 

That is, psychosis risk syndrome — 

to be included in DSM-5. Now that hasn’t been my position.  

… 

But it’s a new area of work. It’s only been studied for the last 15 years or so, so you know we haven’t 
got all the answers … I’m certainly not saying that it should go into DSM-5 … 

So on two occasions in that interview he said that he was not advocating it should go into DSM-5. That is just 
plain wrong. There is no other way to describe this. I have an article that was published in Psychiatry update a 
year ago entitled “DSM-V ‘risk syndrome’: a good start, should go further”. It begins by stating — 

The proposal for DSM-V to include a ‘risk syndrome’ reflecting an increased likelihood of mental 
illness is welcome but does not go far enough, according to Orygen Youth Health’s director Professor 
Patrick McGorry.  



 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 25 May 2011] 3991 

 

That is somebody else paraphrasing his words, so I went to the original source document, which is an article 
available in the Science Digest under “Schizophrenia Research”. It is written by Professor McGorry and the 
opening sentence states — 

The proposal to consider including the concept of the risk syndrome in the forthcoming revision of the 
DSM classification is innovative and timely. It has not come out of left field, however, and is based 
upon a series of conceptual and empirical foundations built over the past 15 years.  

That is absolutely clear-cut. I could build a case in greater detail but Professor McGorry has clearly advocated 
the inclusion of psychosis risk syndrome, otherwise known as attenuated psychosis syndrome. He has advocated 
for the inclusion of that in DSM-5. That is of some interest but of more interest is the role of antipsychotics for 
the treatment of those who have never had psychosis. This is my real concern, and the potential for young people 
who have never had a psychotic break to be treated with antipsychotics. In the same interview, Professor 
McGorry said — 

Medication should never be the first line of treatment in young people, we should always try to find 
psychological and simpler ways of treating youth mental health issues, that is where I agree with him … 

He was referring to me when he said that —  

but where I part company is where he tried to I suppose confuse the issue by, I suppose, denying any 
value to these medications. They clearly do have value, the anti-psychotic medications, in people with 
clear-cut psychosis,  

I have never been critical of the on-label prescription of antipsychotics to people who have had a psychotic 
break. Professor McGorry is quite wrong in characterising me as saying that. But that is not of any great 
consequence because, after all, it just relates to me being misrepresented. Another misrepresentation is of greater 
consequence because he has misrepresented EPPIC’s position. Professor McGorry said that — 

Medication should never be the first line of treatment in young people, we should always try to find 
psychological and simpler ways of treating people with youth mental health issues. 

I agree with that, but that is not what is in the EPPIC guidelines. The EPPIC guidelines clearly identified that 
those presenting with —  

a depressive episode of at least moderate severity should be commenced on an antidepressant  

It does not even narrow it down to Fluoxetine, the one selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor identified as having 
some positive effects. It just says “antidepressant”. I am very concerned about that. That is not the only problem.  

Professor McGorry also claimed, in response to my blog, that EPPIC followed the beyondblue guidelines. That 
is not true. The beyondblue guidelines are far more cautious in its recommendations about the use of SSRIs or 
antidepressants. It is not accurate to say that EPPIC follows the beyondblue guidelines for the treatment of 
antidepressants. 

I have a number of other concerns. Unfortunately, I will run out of time. My primary concern is that the whole 
issue—I do not have time to detail it here but I will in my next blog—of the use of antipsychotics in 
non-psychotic teenagers needs to be clarified. EPPIC’s target audience is young people between the ages of 15 to 
24 years. I think it is time that we look at exactly what it is identifying. Professor McGorry and EPPIC have to 
answer the following very simple question: under what circumstances, if any, will EPPIC either recommend or 
prescribe antipsychotics to patients who have not experienced psychosis? In other words, they need to tell us 
when and if EPPIC will do off-label prescribing of antipsychotics and when it will recommend it. EPPIC and 
Professor McGorry need to make their position clear because at the moment it is not clear. I mistakenly thought 
it was made clear in a previous blog that I had written when a spokesperson for Professor McGorry, Matthew 
Hamilton, made some quite promising statements that indicated that they were no longer proposing the use of 
antipsychotics for psychosis risk syndrome. Since then, we have seen some ambiguous statements by Professor 
McGorry that have left that door open. We need to have a very clear answer from Professor McGorry on behalf 
of EPPIC as to when antipsychotics will be used by those who have not yet suffered psychosis.  

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [3.38 pm]: I rise to speak on the 2011–12 budget. What a disappointing budget 
it is. It is the most political document ever presented in this chamber. The budget papers are full of 
contradictions, with absolutely no clear financial strategy and no clear financial plan. I want to make a few initial 
comments about the presentation of the budget. Rarely do we see budget papers containing some assumptions, 
forecasts and net debt figures of some sort and then have the budget speech refer to net debt figures that are 
completely different and based on other assumptions. We have a situation in which the government wants to 
have it both ways. In the budget papers it assumes a very low share of GST in 2014–15. I think the GST 
relativity is listed at about 3.3 per cent, yet the budget speech assumes a 7.5 per cent share in that same year. The 
government is basically saying, “We’re going to create an argument with the commonwealth in one sense, but 
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don’t worry; we’ve got debt under control another way—by increasing the GST share.” Therefore, the 
government is having it both ways. As I recall, a government should present only one set of budget figures and 
one set of debt figures. There were two sets of debt figures in this budget. That is absolutely extraordinary! I 
have never seen anything like it. 

I will touch upon the GST agreement, which has had a lot of discussion over recent weeks and recent years. I 
will go back to 1999 and 2000 when the GST agreement was on the table for the states and territories. I 
remember that time very clearly because I was working in the Leader of the Opposition’s office for the then 
opposition leader, Geoff Gallop. I remember where Labor stood on the GST agreement. We opposed the 
centralisation of power from the states to the commonwealth. We said that Western Australia would be worse off 
because it would basically transfer revenue-raising power from the state to the commonwealth. The state was 
always going to be exposed to the calculations and assumptions undertaken by the commonwealth. That was 
always going to be the problem. Our analysis showed that in the transitional years in particular, the state of 
Western Australia would be worse off. The then Liberal government disagreed. It believed that GST would be a 
growth tax for Western Australia—growth revenue, it stated. The then Liberal government accepted the GST 
intergovernmental agreement with open arms. The state Labor Party pointed out that it was a bad deal for 
Western Australia because it sent financial power from Western Australia to Canberra. We had seen that happen 
over the past decades and this would be another element in the transfer of power, particularly financial power, to 
the commonwealth, and we opposed it. However, the then Liberal government accepted it. It had no guarantees 
written into that agreement. At that time it could have brought a floor into the GST share, which would have 
been the wise thing to do, but the then Liberal government did not do that. As a result, we are now in the 
situation that more of our state revenue, more of the revenue that we need to fund our hospitals, schools and 
roads, is exposed to the Commonwealth Grants Commission. That is bad for Western Australia because this is a 
growing state with a strong economy. We have a greater capacity to raise revenue than the capacity of other 
states, and, as a result, we are penalised.  

I just wanted to again outline those facts in the chamber because, frankly, everything that has happened is as we 
predicted in 1999. If only the state Liberal government at the time had actually done the analysis and really 
understood what this GST deal meant for Western Australia. 

As I said, this budget has no financial plan and no strategy; it is about spending today. That is all it is about—the 
Premier’s pet projects and spending for today. It is about households having massive increases in household fees 
and charges. The last part of the trifecta is that debt has jumped out of control. Therefore, households are paying 
today with increased prices for water and electricity and they will have to pay tomorrow to service the massive 
debt that the Barnett government is leaving us. The increases in debt on a per annum basis are astronomical! It is 
something the like of which I have never seen. Let us go through those three aspects.  

There is no financial plan and no strategy. The Treasurer stands and criticises the previous government’s 
surpluses. Yes, they were big surpluses but they did one thing—that is, reduce our debt. Running a strong 
surplus reduced debt, and we saw debt fall to $3.6 billion. Now we have a government that just spends, spends 
and spends with absolutely no concern about what that means for Western Australians tomorrow. The fact is that 
spending has hit all-time highs. As the Leader of the Opposition outlined in his contribution to the budget debate 
yesterday, expenditure has grown by 36 per cent in three years. Page 39 of the government’s own budget papers 
looks at expenditure growth over the past 10 years and has an incredible graph. It shows that over the past 
decade, the highest expenditure growth, about 13 per cent, was in 2008–09—the first year of the Barnett 
government. The second highest expenditure growth over the past 10 years was in 2009–10—the second year of 
the Barnett government. The forecasts assume average growth of 5.5 per cent, but the two highest rates of 
expenditure growth over the past 10 years have been the two fully completed financial years of the Barnett 
government. The government talks about expenditure control, and in the Economic and Fiscal Outlook it 
states — 

This reflects the impact of Government initiatives to contain expense growth, including the 3% 
efficiency dividend … 

No-one takes that seriously. Look at the Department of Education: the efficiency dividend was never met. 
Although the Treasurer said that 90 per cent of the efficiency dividend was met, the education department did 
not meet its efficiency dividend. As a result, the government has had to go through this budget and put in what 
was effectively the efficiency dividend—the structural adjustment. Therefore, the government cut the money out 
of the budget for the efficiency dividend, it claimed that the efficiency dividend worked, but it had to inject that 
same money back into the education budget because the efficiency dividend did not work. Then the government 
includes a massive paragraph in the budget stating how well expenditure control is happening under this 
government! Again, the graph in the government’s own budget papers shows that the two years of highest 
expenditure growth over the past decade have been under the Barnett government. The government has this great 
forecast average growth of 5.5 per cent over the forward estimates, but according to the Premier these estimates 
are just an educated guess.  
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We have to deal with the facts and the facts are that this government’s expenditure has increased by 36 per cent 
over the past three years. That is an incredible amount. What does that mean for everybody? It means that debt is 
climbing by approximately $3 billion to $4 billion per annum. Let us think back to June 2008. The amount of 
debt left by the previous government was $3.6 billion. Therefore, each year the increase in debt equals the 
absolute amount of debt that was left in 2008. These are massive increases in debt that expose Western Australia 
on two fronts. The first, which the Leader of the Opposition outlined, is the fact that if something went wrong 
with our international trading partners or if our housing market did not pick up—any of those sorts of things—
the Western Australian revenue base would be significantly exposed and we would find it very difficult to meet 
the interest payments on a per annum basis. That is one aspect. The second is the financial capacity left to future 
governments. I believe that the suburbs of Western Australia need improved services and improved 
infrastructure. When we go through the outer suburbs, particularly growth corridors—the north east corridor, the 
corridor north through Wanneroo, the corridor south to Mandurah, and the corridor through Serpentine–
Jarrahdale—we see the massive increase in population that is occurring. Homes and subdivisions are approved 
every day and there is massive demand for services throughout our suburbs. This level of debt limits future 
governments to provide those key services and infrastructure. How will we fund the schools for tomorrow? How 
will we fund the train lines for tomorrow? How will we fund the public transport routes for tomorrow? This is a 
government that thinks solely for today—how it looks in the media and the short grabs it gets on TV that night. 
This government does not care about the capacity to fund future generations. Going to a debt level of $22 billion 
in a few years will limit our capacity to fund services and infrastructure in future years. Therefore, that debt level 
not only exposes Western Australia to vulnerabilities, particularly in our revenue base, but also actually limits 
our ability as a state to provide funding for services and infrastructure to people in the suburbs. As I said, 
suburbs are appearing every night; subdivisions are happening every day. As a result, first home buyers are being 
asked to live tens of kilometres away from the city. This state needs to be able to provide the services and the 
infrastructure to allow those people to get to work, to get to school and to have a good lifestyle. That is the other 
aspect regarding what debt does to the future of Western Australia. 

The last matter I want to touch on in my general comments on the budget is household charges. The Treasurer 
said that people are not stupid on this issue and that they recognise that they have to go to cost reflectivity or cost 
recovery. I agree with one part of what the Treasurer said: people are not stupid. They know that this government 
had a choice in developing this budget, just as it had a choice in developing the previous two budgets. The 
choice was putting $25 million towards the Premier’s palace or subsidising households. That was the choice. 
Governments always have a choice, and this government chose to pursue an economic argument of full cost 
recovery in a very short time frame and to not subsidise households. It is as clear as that. The government had a 
choice, and it chose to impose significant increases in household fees and charges. This is hurting everyone. It is 
hurting pensioners, with their fixed incomes. It is hurting every household in the suburbs, because everything has 
increased by such a large amount. Again, the Leader of the Opposition outlined those figures—in three years, a 
57 per cent increase in electricity bills, a 45 per cent increase in water charges, plus an enormous increase in 
other costs; for example, the landfill levy—and how those electricity and water costs are passed on to households 
in other ways. This budget, I think, outlined a nine to 30 per cent increase in electricity tariffs for business. That 
will flow on to everyone when they visit those businesses that are paying extraordinary increases in their 
electricity bills. It will flow on to councils that have to pay increased electricity bills to run their lights at sporting 
ovals. All these things flow through. Therefore, people get hit not just when they open their Synergy bills and 
see the massive increases in their bills. Again, these massive increases are raised with me every day. People are 
trying to use less electricity, but it just does not seem to be working; the bills cost more. People are trying to do 
the right thing, but when the government increases the electricity price by 57 per cent in three years, it is very 
hard for people to re-engineer their whole house to try to get a reduction in their bills. It does not matter what 
they do. This is an issue that is affecting every household throughout Western Australia. Given the impact of the 
cost of living and given issues regarding interest rates, it is a massive issue for every household. I do not believe 
that this government fully understands what it has done. 

As I said, the government is pursuing an economic argument of full cost recovery. That is all it is; it is an 
economic argument, because the government can subsidise, and government subsidisation has the same impact 
on the electricity market. However, this government chose an economic argument, and it has always believed in 
full cost recovery. Again, this government has shown that it is committed to full cost recovery, and in a very 
short time frame, too. There is no price plan here. The situation is that within three or four years we are going to 
get to full cost recovery. As I said, this is impacting everybody out there. 

I now want to turn to the budget and my electorate. There has been some positive news for my electorate. I 
welcome the new bus service that will be extended from Landsdale to the train line. In particular, for the first 
time Landsdale residents will be connected to the Kingsway City Shopping Centre by a dedicated bus route. That 
is something which I have been calling for and which Labor committed to before the 2008 election. I am glad to 
see that this high-priority bus route has been funded through this budget. I understand that there will be a 
consultation period over the coming weeks for local residents to participate in to ensure that the bus service 
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meets their needs. I will be involved in that because I want to make sure that this bus route delivers extra benefits 
to the people of Landsdale. Therefore, I welcome that initiative. 

I called for a number of things that, unfortunately, were not funded. Initially, I want to touch upon the roads 
throughout the north eastern corridor. The Alexander Drive–Reid Highway overpass has been finished—well, 
sort of finished; on Alexander Drive some significant works are still happening—and that is a welcome addition 
to the area. However, there are major road and infrastructure issues throughout the north eastern corridor that are 
becoming an increasing problem because of the major housing developments throughout that corridor. I have 
mentioned those before in this place. I want to talk about St Leonards Estate, Whiteman Edge and Brookleigh 
Estate. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: There are a number of housing developments along the Lord Street corridor. That is already 
placing increased pressure on the roads throughout the area. As people move into those new homes, it will 
increase the amount of traffic and the amount of congestion throughout the area. As I said, during this period we 
are seeing a lot of construction traffic, and that is also causing enormous problems on our local roads. 

I want to talk about the road improvements that we would like to see in our area. We would like to see the 
completion of the duplication of Reid Highway between Beechboro and West Swan Roads. That area includes 
the Lord Street–Reid Highway intersection. That is a very dangerous intersection that services some people in 
my electorate, but mainly the people in Ellenbrook. 

Mr F.A. Alban: That was announced today. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I thank the member. I have been calling for that for two and a half years. That is good. I have 
been lobbying for that for a few years, so I am very happy about that. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Well done, member for Swan Hills. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I think people out there know who has been calling for these issues. 

The Malaga Drive and Reid Highway intersection is another major traffic black spot that needs addressing, in 
particular the enormous amount of commercial traffic using that intersection. That intersection is getting worse 
and worse. When the overpasses on Reid Highway at Mirrabooka and Alexander Drive are finished, this Malaga 
Drive intersection will get worse, so that is another priority. There was not an announcement about Gnangara 
Road today, was there? No. The intersection of Gnangara and Beechboro Roads was rated the worst intersection 
as part of the RAC survey that was undertaken about two months ago. A number of cars and trucks use that 
intersection. There is poor visibility, and it is a very dangerous intersection. I believe that the whole issue of 
Gnangara Road needs to be addressed through a proper strategy of reclassifying that road to a state road. 
Gnangara Road is a major east–west connecting road, and needs to be a major road for the area. I know that the 
City of Wanneroo and the City of Swan both support reclassifying Gnangara Road to a state road. The state 
government needs to put some funding into it. As I said, the intersection of Gnangara and Beechboro Roads is a 
major black spot, and all of Gnangara Road needs to be upgraded to a dual carriageway. 

I also want to mention Lord Street and West Swan Road, which are two roads that go through my electorate. 
Lord Street is becoming more and more dangerous every day. We need to improve Lord Street, in particular 
because of the number of houses being developed along that street every day. As I said, more and more people 
are using those roads. With St Leonards Estate now well underway, a huge mixture of buses, trucks and 
residential traffic use that road. The Minister for Transport has had a few drinks, has he? 

Mr T.R. Buswell: No. I have a sore neck. I was out at Lord Street today watching all those cars go up and down. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, I heard. Thanks for the invite, even though it is my electorate. That was a very classy 
act again, Minister for Transport.  

Lord Street needs to be upgraded. West Swan Road, which carries a lot of residential traffic, is a tourism area. 
The key issue is Henley Brook Avenue, which is a road that is listed on the Swan urban growth corridor. The 
construction of Henley Brook Avenue would take a lot of traffic off both Lord Street and West Swan Road. 
Henley Brook Avenue is designed to primarily meet the new housing developments throughout the area. I 
believe that the City of Swan, together with the state government, should try to fast-track Henley Brook Avenue. 
As I said — 

Mr T.R. Buswell: What about the Perth–Darwin highway? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Has the minister funded it? 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 4011.] 
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ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE 

Inquiry into Ironbridge Holdings and Dalyellup Housing Estate — Motion 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie–Preston) [4.01 pm]: I move —  

That the house refers the Dalyellup housing estate undertaken by Ironbridge Holdings Pty Ltd and Mr 
Ian Wallace to the Economics and Industry Standing Committee for investigation into the following 
matters — 

(a) the lack of completion of purchasers’ houses, fencing, landscaping and other matters;  

(b) the reasons why contractual obligations have not been complied with; and 

(c) what steps can now be taken to ensure that all contractual obligations are met. 

I bring this motion before the house after many months of frustrating and hard work trying to get a resolution to 
this problem. The issue has been on the cards for quite some time. People have been promised the world, and not 
much has been delivered. 

Tuart Estate is a development at Dalyellup. Ironbridge Holdings, of which one of the principals is Mr Ian 
Wallace, got halfway through a development and then onsold the blocks. People who bought them were given an 
undertaking in their contract that when their houses were built they would get landscaping and fencing at the 
completion of their houses. In many cases that has not happened. Or when somebody complains, they will get 
theirs done and no-one will else will follow through. There is this stop–start arrangement for people getting their 
fences done. Some people get their fences done without them being painted the right colour. In some ways they 
are reasonably happy, but they still have a fence that is not up to standard. 

I was first alerted to this by Ms Carolynn Hill, a former employee of this place, who then asked me to look at 
legislation so that other people would not be affected along the way. I take my hat off to Carolynn, because it 
was not just a self-serving, “I want mine done”; it was about how we stop people from having the same problem. 
Buyers of blocks of land had a contractual agreement that said that on completion of their house they would have 
a fence and landscaping, and then it was not done. The company is still fluid and still has money to go around, 
although I believe it is tight, like any other business that has been through the global financial issues. 

The people I am concerned about are the first home owners. They are people who have put their heart and soul 
into getting a deposit and do not have a great deal of spare money to put further money into fencing and 
landscaping that they thought they had already paid for. It is absolutely disgraceful that the company has put 
them through this. Every time they complain, they get a phone call to say, “Okay, the fencing contractor will be 
there next week.” Of course they never turn up. 

It was a series of events that happened. After hearing Carolynn Hill, I realised by looking at the houses that there 
were many in the same predicament. I then wrote to every person in that subdivision. I ran a meeting on a 
Saturday morning where between 50 and 70 young couples with kids and some older people turned up to express 
their concerns about what was happening. It also was surprising that the CEO of the Capel shire also turned up 
and told his side of the story about what was happening. The shire was very disappointed as it thought all of the 
reticulation into the parks had been completed. That was until summer came around and the grass went from 
green to brown. Shire members went down to see why the reticulation was not working—there were no pumps 
and no installation, although I understand it had been signed off on. Here we have a company that has been less 
than honest in its dealings with not only the people who bought blocks but also the shire.  

We started to delve a bit deeper. After the publicity surrounding this, I sent letters out. Around 70 people replied 
to my letters saying that they were in the same predicament. It is something that has great implications for other 
people in other subdivisions. We have seen the same issues to a lesser degree in Eaton. In the area around 
Recreation Drive in Eaton a different company is doing the same thing. Things have got tight, so the company is 
not able to fulfil its contract. It is my strong belief that, if a company takes people’s money, it should be bonded. 
Money for the fences and the landscaping should be put away in a bond so that it can then be utilised for other 
things.  

Mr T.R. Buswell: I am not trying to interrupt unnecessarily, but who would hold the bond? 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I suggest it would be through the consumer department or somewhere like that. It certainly 
would not be given to the developers because it would be like some of the superannuation schemes that we have 
seen previously where it disappears. That is a concern. I understand there are logistics about where it goes, how 
it is done, but those first home buyers actually put it into their loan. They have not got the results of their 
landscaping or their fencing and other issues, but they are still paying interest on it.  

Recreation Drive is another area that has the same problem, although to a lesser degree. I organised a meeting 
with the proponents of Recreation Drive. I turned up and received messages that they would be half an hour late, 
an hour late. By that time I could not accede to the meeting, but I have not heard from them again. It is very 
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similar to Mr Wallace and Ironbridge Holdings. Mr Wallace, on hearing that I had written to the people in the 
Tuart Estate, rang me. He was very surprised to get straight through. My staff are very good; they put him 
straight through, and he was stuttering on the end of the phone. But the stuttering phone call was a veiled threat, 
in which he spoke about his lawyers contacting me about the nature of the letter. I was very quick to respond. I 
was very careful; the thing I did not want to see was pressure on that company to be wound up, because I know 
what would happen then. If that company did not have funds and was wound up, the people down the bottom 
would be the last to get the money. The banks will have their hands out first as secure creditors, and down the 
line it would go so that the people would not get their fences and they would not get their landscaping. Even at 
the public meeting people would say, “How do we wind the company up?” I was cautioning them not to go 
down that line. I do not think that is the way to go. If there is some liquidity there, maybe some blocks could be 
onsold.  

To rub salt into the wound, the people who bought the first couple of blocks—this is a sign of the times—paid 
approximately $30 000 more than the other purchasers. Because the blocks were not selling and the developers 
needed the finance, they dropped the prices so that the people who bought them earlier were $30 000 worse off 
than the people who bought them later. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: That is not uncommon in land developments. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I understand that, and that is not really my point. I am making the case for why people are 
concerned. That occurred because of market fluctuations, which I understand. It would certainly hurt me if I had 
just lost a cool $30 000 in a business deal when I could have bought in at the same price as the rest of the buyers 
if I had waited a little while. To rub salt into the wound, some of the people who paid top dollar still do not have 
fences. However, we cannot delve into the market price because it is an open market and people make their own 
decisions. Unfortunately, when the crash came, those people were caught out, but the last thing they thought they 
would be caught out on is their fencing and landscaping. 

I have written many letters and telephoned and contacted many people about this matter. It is important to read 
this information into Hansard rather than just table it. This matter began on 11 June 2010 when I heard from 
Carolynn Hill. On 27 August I wrote and sent around 200 letters to all the residents of Dalyellup. On 
6 September, I wrote to Ian Wallace asking him for an update on the issues that my constituents had raised, but 
got no response from him. He subsequently called me and said that my letter was misleading and wrong. I faxed 
him the letter to say that it was not wrong, and I never heard from him again. On 24 September I again wrote to 
Ian Wallace seeking a meeting but again got no response. On 29 October I sent a letter to the residents who had 
contacted my office and updated them about my actions. I also sent them a copy of my grievance to the then 
Minister for Commerce, Mr Marmion. The minister heard my grievance and, although there was some slight 
movement afterwards, it was disappointing that the minister took no action. He told me that he had driven 
through the estate and agreed with me that it was an appalling situation. However, he did not stop to talk to 
anyone; he just drove around the block and out again. No action was forthcoming from the minister. That again 
shows the lack of commitment from this government. 

Times are tough and costs are going up on a daily basis. Due to the budget they will go up a lot more quickly. 
Many of the people involved are young families. Members can remember when they bought houses when they 
were just starting out. Maybe the Liberal Party members cannot remember it so clearly because they were born 
with silver spoons in their mouths. Members on this side certainly remember how difficult it was when first 
trying to establish a home and a family. These families do not have $4 000 or $6 000 to pay for fencing, 
landscaping or other works because it is just not there; they cannot find it. The husbands and wives work to pay 
for babysitters and child care, which costs money. It is very disappointing that Mr Marmion sat on his hands and 
did nothing. On 3 November 2010 I again wrote to Ian Wallace to say that I hoped to have a meeting with him to 
get a speedy resolution to the matter. On 20 November a public meeting was held, which I have already 
mentioned. On 23 November I wrote another letter to Ian Wallace advising him that I was invited to attend the 
residents’ meeting on the following Saturday. I advised him that there was a strong move to form a residents’ 
association to take legal action against his company in the form of a class action. That is when people started to 
get organised. While it was only talk at that time, the class action is now underway. A group of solicitors is 
working for these people pro bono. I again urge the residents to exercise caution when doing that because they 
are better off getting something rather than nothing. 

The company has a very long history of similar issues. On 1 December 2010 I got a response from Ironbridge 
Holdings to say that it was fully committed to honouring its obligations to the residents of the Tuarts estate and 
that Ironbridge was eager to resolve the matter as soon as possible. On 13 December I got a response from the 
Minister for Commerce to say that the minister had been kept informed of the situation through regular briefings 
by the Department of Commerce on the progress at the Tuarts estate. He said that his department would monitor 
Ironbridge’s undertakings that work would recommence on 1 December. Work did recommence; I believe that 
the fences for two houses were done, but the fencing contractors were not paid and so they left the job. 
Mr Wallace said that the contractors had gone on leave and would not be back until after Christmas. When the 
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fencing contractors were contacted, they said that that was not the case. They had heard about Ironbridge’s 
financial situation and withdrew their services because they had not been paid. 

On 21 January 2011, I wrote another letter to Mr Wallace asking for an update on the progress of the work. The 
response from Ironbridge was that 20 of the outstanding fences had been completed and another 43 were yet to 
be completed. Ironbridge said that no landscaping had been undertaken as the priority was to get the fences built. 
We are talking about young families who cannot afford to put up fences. Little children have to be locked inside 
the fence for their own safety. This is more than just a financial issue; it is a social issue. Some people had to 
euthanase the family dog because there was nowhere to keep it in the backyard and because it would be cruel to 
keep the dog attached to a chain all day. I understand that nothing else had been done. In a letter I wrote to 
Ironbridge on 27 January, I asked for a detailed schedule of when the fence for each house would be built. 
Ironbridge advised me that it did not have a detailed time and date for each fence to be installed because of 
unexpected delays on the part of the fencing contractor. I have just told members what happened to the fencing 
contractors; they would not work for nothing. Mr Wallace predicted that following the contractors’ return from 
annual leave, all 43 fences would be installed before the end of March. 

On 17 February I wrote a letter to Ian Wallace about an overdue reimbursement for Mr and Mrs D, who claim 
that Ironbridge promised to reimburse them if they built their fence. Mr Wallace claims that they were jumping 
the queue and he even deducted $2.30 for the postage to send the letter to those people who had been waiting for 
the reimbursement of around $7 000 for their fencing. After that, I started to pull out my hair. 

I wrote to Hon Brendon Grylls, the Minister for Lands, regarding Mr Bradley Wilson. Mr Wilson had bought a 
block in the same estate but did not have the title for his property. He purchased the property in November 2009 
and he still does not have the title. As I dug deeper, I found out that Ironbridge had not dealt with the drainage 
and other issues that it had given a commitment it would deal with. That will not be signed off on and the title to 
the property will not be issued until approval has been given to sign off on that subdivision. Mr Wilson is 
another person who is out of pocket and unable to build. We know that building costs have gone up over the 
years. A letter dated 18 February was sent to John Day, the Minister for Planning, regarding Mr Wilson not 
having the title to his property. Ian Wallace was also sent a letter on 18 February advising him that the residents 
had been contacted about continual delays and broken promises. At about that time I got a phone call from a lady 
in Dalyellup who was distraught. I asked her what was wrong and thought that maybe Ironbridge had hit the 
wall, but it was not that. She was distraught about the tone of Mr Wallace’s voice during a telephone 
conversation she had with him. She described his tone as threatening and abusive. That is when I started to 
wonder what was going on. Previously it was about other issues, but when that man abused and threatened a 
woman over the phone, I believed he had gone well and truly too far and that it was time for this house to do 
something about it.  

On 16 March a letter from Ian Wallace advised that Mr and Mrs Steele would receive their reimbursement by 
30 April. Again, that is another story of broken promises. I will read the letter from Mr Grylls, the Minister for 
Regional Development, Minister for Lands and Minister Assisting the Minister for State Development. I think it 
is very important to read that letter in this place. It states —  

Dear Mr Murray 

… 

Thank you for your letter dated 18 February 2011 on behalf of Mr Wilson regarding the issuing of the 
Certificate of Title for Lot 545 Wuraming Bend, Dalyellup, being Lot 545 on Deposited Plan 69269 
(DP). 

The process for Landgate to issue new freehold titles firstly involves a DP of the subdivision lodged 
with Landgate being audited and then “Certified Correct”. When all the conditions and clearances that 
have been placed on the land for subdivision have been met, Landgate receives a release letter, and the 
plan is then forwarded to the Western Australian Planning Commission … for final planning approval. 

I am advised that for DP 69269, the surveyor lodged a release letter at Landgate on 4 March 2011 and 
the DP was forwarded to the WAPC on 8 March 2011, being the next business day. 

When the WAPC provide advice of final planning approval to Landgate, the DP will be placed “In 
Order for Dealings”. The registered proprietor can then apply for new titles. 

I then asked who the registered proprietor was. That is another reason there should be an inquiry. Who owns the 
block? There was no title when it was sold. If this company goes to the wall, there will be a fight about who 
owns the block. It has not been released from Ironbridge Holdings. It will still be part of the Ironbridge Holdings 
estate, which will be onsold or will go to the banks or the mortgagees. That means that this person could be 
totally out of pocket for the amount that he paid for this block in 2009. There is a loophole in this area that needs 
to be closed. I have another example. If a person buys off the plan for a multistorey building, but the building is 
not built and the company goes broke, does that person own the square up in the sky? I do not think so. That is 
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another anomaly that needs to be addressed. When I asked who the registered proprietor was, I did not get an 
answer from the minister’s office; they could not advise me who the registered proprietor was, so they 
handballed me to the Minister for Planning; Culture and the Arts; Science and Innovation, Mr John Day. 
Mr John Day’s letter is also very interesting. It states —  

Thank you for your letter dated 18 February 2011, regarding the issuance of a title for the above-
mentioned property. I apologise for the delay in responding to you; however, it was necessary to obtain 
advice from the Department of Planning. 

The Western Australian Planning Commission … has not consented to the creation of the title as the 
relevant subdivision stage has not yet been fully serviced with sewerage infrastructure to the 
satisfaction of the Water Corporation. 

Until such time as the Water Corporation and the WAPC can be sufficiently assured that the necessary 
infrastructure has been or will be put in place, consent is unlikely to be given. 

I am sure you would agree that it would not be in the best interest of your constituent for the WAPC to 
create residential lots without the full suite of services being in place. 

The final line states — 

I regret that in this instance I am unable to assist your constituent, whose concerns would be best 
directed to the developer. 

And around we go back to square one. What a beauty—absolutely creamy! Around we go again, only to be sent 
back to the people we are complaining about! These people have not honoured their obligations, have not given 
titles, and have not even looked at putting up fences in some areas, yet we are supposed to be a government of 
the people. I do not see that happening in this case. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: What would you do if you were Minister for Planning? 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I would have an inquiry and shut the loopholes. It is time that was done. There are too 
many loopholes for unscrupulous developers who have ripped people off over the years, especially during the 
boom. 

That brings me to the point that this company has taken on many other subdivisions and developments. There 
have been stories in the media. There was a story on GWN on 29 March 2011 about the David and Goliath battle 
for a fence. There was a story about Dongara Downs on 7.30 on the ABC on 15 April 2011. The same company 
sold blocks without access. Those people have been denied the right to build on their blocks because there is no 
access. The shire rightfully said that they must have access before they can build on those blocks. This company 
has real form. There was also a report on Dalyellup on 7.30 on 6 May. It provided no answers. When this 
company gets a bit of publicity, it does one or two fences. But people cannot keep the television stations 
interested enough in the issue to get one or two fences a week. This company is just playing a game with 
people’s lives. 

While I am talking about form, I am also concerned that the former directors of this company, including Mr Ian 
Wallace, a former Weld Club president and a former councillor at the Shire of Peppermint Grove, have a bit of 
form. Terry Magee was involved in the finance brokers royal commission; he was a target. Angela Olifent was a 
finance broker involved in the Smiths Beach inquiry. I am sure that the member for Vasse would remember that. 
Those people were formerly involved with this company. That gives me great concern about the integrity of this 
company and whether it really is about helping people and providing services. It has many subdivisions 
underway. Boldcity Investments Pty Ltd is associated with Austasian Finance Pty Ltd—they have the same 
Osborne Park address—whose accountant is Steven Olifent, who was involved in the finance brokers scandal. 
We need this inquiry. We need to get to the bottom of the issue, and not only with this company. It is my view 
that in a few more years there will be another boom. People will rush out and try to make a quick quid from 
developments and will short-change people who buy in those developments. We need rules in place so that the 
same thing does not happen again. We need to make sure that we provide security for those people who spend 
their hard-earned money so that they can have a decent standard of living. The member for Vasse has just left the 
chamber. We are trying to encourage people to move into the market and build, but why would they? Would 
members buy a block from these people? The age-old question is: “Would you buy a car from that man?” I 
would not buy a car from Ian Wallace; it probably would not get out of the caryard. These are the types of people 
we must bring to account by having an inquiry by the Economics and Industry Standing Committee. It is very 
important that we do so. 

I am sure that people have been in the political arena for some time. They think about the whys and wherefores 
and ask why pressure is not being applied. I looked at the donations to the Liberal Party. Sure enough, up came 
Ironbridge. It donated to the party not at the last election, but at the election prior to that one. A donation was 
made by Ironbridge to the Liberal Party. Does that mean that it is untouchable? Does that mean that, because it 
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has donated some money to the party that is now in government, the government will not take it to task because 
the director is a good bloke and has put in a few bob and helped with its campaign? That is the way I am starting 
to see this. There are connections with the Weld Club and Peppermint Grove council and Liberal Party 
donations. Is that a conspiracy theory? Probably, and I hope so. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: Absolutely.  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: If we do not have the inquiry, we will not know. That is what I am asking for. That is why 
I am on my feet today. Let us get the people down there—who live in what should be one of the best estates in 
Western Australia—before the Economics and Industry Standing Committee. Members opposite can go down 
there and see the vast difference between a Satterley Property Group development and an Ironbridge Property 
development on the other side. One is decent and one, with all due respect to the people there, looks like a Third 
World country in some areas because the sand has blown into their backyards. What can be seen from the road is 
usually behind the fence. People’s belongings are in the backyards. Residents have tried to put up fences using 
sheets of tin to keep dogs in. It is absolutely disgraceful. I call on all members on the other side to support this 
motion. I do not think it will take a long time to be investigated by the Economics and Industry Standing 
Committee. I give a small word of warning. Electoral boundaries will change on 10 June and just maybe some of 
those changes will affect other politicians in the South West who have been notified of this issue and have done 
nothing. They have been cc’d on correspondence and their response has been nil. That also is a major 
disappointment to me. The seat of Collie–Preston doughnuts around Bunbury. Those people shop in Bunbury; 
they go into Bunbury for their entertainment, yet nothing has been done; they have received no help whatsoever.  

Bear with me for one second because all my papers have fallen on the floor. I have one here from the Bunbury 
Mail website, which contains a typical comment that I think should be read out. It reads — 

I am not a resident of The Tuarts, but I am experiencing this same issue with a different developer.  

Up goes the radar; there are more of them around. It continues — 

Our dream home has turned into a nightmare with all the added stress and frustrations of dealing with 
this situation. Our two young children have been cooped up inside for 6 months, looking longingly 
through the windows at their play equipment that is sitting in a dirty, black sand pit. It’s not safe to let 
them outside with a pond and the Perth–Bunbury Highway close by.  

That is a very common theme among all the correspondence I have here. Young people are captive in their own 
homes with their children. As a father of four children who is getting quite thin on top, if I were cooped up in the 
house with them all day I am sure it would be considerably thinner! Within the Ironbridge Property profile are 
Dongara Downs; Hilton Ridge; River Hills Estate, Toodyay; Rowlands Country Estate; Shady Hill; Surf View, 
Torquay; The Tuarts; The Springs; The Willows; and Horrocks Beach. There are many listed and at the front is a 
very flash brochure. The company is not honouring its commitments. It is absolutely shameful that no pressure 
whatsoever has been placed on the company. I have raised this in Parliament on several occasions. On 7 April 
2011 I asked question on notice 4750; on Thursday, 17 February 2011, I referred to the problems in a speech on 
the Premier’s Statement; on Thursday, 21 October, I raised a grievance, which I have already mentioned; and on 
Thursday, 18 November 2010, I asked questions without notice 739 and 740. Still, I have heard nothing. I plead 
with members opposite, who have the numbers in this house, to give these people a hand. I will read a letter that 
came in at 11.02 am today from Victoria Myer, which reads.  

… I just received a letter from Ironbridge today, dated 06th May stating that they plan to recommence 
with fencing the week of 27th June 2011. How many times have we been promised this??? I am 
seriously NOT interested in this and personally hope I am still able to continue with the next stage thru 
Slater & Gordon …  

That is the law firm. It continues —  

much more chance of getting some action!! Funny how they print a letter shortly after a dose of bad 
publicity.  

Then Darren Brindley wrote the following — 

So, the baseline is that Ironbridge hasn’t yet installed a sewerage pumping station. Therefore the water 
corp wont sign off on any more titles until it is done. That being the case, even the Government is 
powerless to get them to carry out their obligations.  

That is the feeling out there. One note is about fencing and the other is about titles—something we need to work 
on. As the Minister for Planning is sitting in the chamber, I ask him to consider this with the greatest seriousness 
and do something, whether it be through an inquiry, which I believe would be the best way to get the company to 
front up and explain what its assets are, what other projects it has in train and how many residents’ issues are 
outstanding and why. That will help us understand what we must do in the future to make sure it does not happen 
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again. People statewide could be affected by not only Ironbridge, but also other short-term developers who are in 
for a quick quid, and gone.  

I give the Toodyay Shire Council a pat on the back because it would not sign off before the houses were 
commenced. The council stood its ground and said the site works were not up to standard. Thank goodness for 
that, otherwise there would be a group of people in Toodyay with the same problems. It is a credit to the shire 
management crew that it made sure that things were done properly and completed before the council signed off 
on Ironbridge’s subdivision. I could go on. This thick pile of paper represents the number of emails people in the 
paddock have sent seeking help. I will read one or two. We will move on shortly, but I am concerned and I really 
want this investigation to happen. Karen Booth sent an email that reads — 

Dear Mr Murray  

To further add to our claims and highlight the blatant misleading and false advertising by Ironbridge, 
have a look at the following you tube link—this ad was uploaded by Ironbridge themselves. Some of 
the claims they make in it have turned out to be completely false.  

… thank you for your ongoing efforts …  

Another one was received on 9 February that reads — 

Thank you for your interest in the problems the residents in the Tuarts are facing with the developer, 
Ironbridge.  

By way of support of the residents claims, and in the interest in having our own contract with 
Ironbridge brought to completion, we forward to you an outline of our situation and contract details.  

We bought our land through Nick Wallace at the Dalyellup Tuarts Estate Land Sales office on 22 April 
2009 for $149,000.  

The land was settled around 12 July 2009.  

Our Fencing and Landscaping application forms were submitted to a lady at the Tuarts Estate Land 
Sales office (Dalyellup). These were to be faxed to the office later that day by the staff on site there. 
Two months later, we had not heard back from Ironbridge regarding our application, so contacted them 
ourselves.  

On ringing Tom O’Rourke —  

I believe he has left the company. To continue — 

on 14 October 2010, we were told that they have not received our application. We told Tom that we 
would fax it again and he assured us that our fencing would be done with the other applications 
received at the original application date (two months prior to this phone call). We faxed it again 
ourselves the following day, requesting confirmation that it had been received and that our application 
would be processed at the original date, as per his offer. We received confirmation that the application 
had been received, but no confirmation regarding the processing of our application. 

We were also not told up front about additional costs for facilitating the reticulation (gate valve etc 
required to be installed during building process) and certain requirements for the Telstra Smart 
Community package, all of which was supposedly ‘free’ with the sale of the land. This cost us at least 
an additional $1500 on our building contract. 

Our land sale contract stated that we would be eligible for the fencing and landscaping package if we 
built our house within 20 months from the date of settlement. We have upheld our side of the contract 
and now demand that Ironbridge do the same. 

We would also like to point out that due to lengthy delays by Ironbridge, our new lawn and gardens 
may now be being established during the hot summer months, requiring additional water. We would 
like to know if there would be any compensation for the extra water required to establish the lawn 
during the summer months, as these delays are purely on the developers side. 

In addition to the landscaping and fencing packages promised, our land was sold to us with a view to a 
park area (similar to the one on Murtin Parade) being constructed opposite our lot. Nick Wallace 
informed us that this was to be completed by December 2009. This date was given to us on a number of 
occasions by various Ironbridge employees and never as an estimated date; it was always told to us with 
confidence. To date, no work has commenced on this area. This park is now more than one year beyond 
the promised completion date and we are asking that the park, together with the landscaping and 
fencing be delivered with expediency. 

Recently we were advised by the fencing contractor and other residents that the James Hardie factory 
where the fencing materials are being made and supplied from was underwater due to the Queensland 
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floods. We were then told that it was not underwater and has not been affected at all. In the meantime, 
there have been no fencing works being done in the area around our house. It seems as though 
Ironbridge and its contractors are taking advantage of the flood situation to gain a bit of extra time to 
complete works now already well overdue. Could you please clarify this for us. 

Also, we are having ongoing issues with the Telstra Smart Community services. We have had to have a 
service technician out to our house twice in the 4–5 months that we have been here. On ringing the 
service number for the Telstra Smart Community as supplied to us by Nick Wallace and Telstra, we get 
little or no help and still a lot of problems with the service and reception. We have no other option but 
to use this service if we want to watch television. 

At the end of the day, we want the following: 

• All fences bounding our lot to be installed within the next 2 months without further delays 

• Our landscaping and reticulation to be completed within the next 3 months without further 
delays 

• The park across the road to be completed within the next 6 months without further delays. 

Could you please confirm what action is being taken by your office to render Mr Wallace (Nick or Ian), 
Mr O’Rourke and any others operating from Ironbridge unable to undertake any further developments 
within this country. I would personally like to see that they are unable, both as a company and as 
individuals, to register a business anywhere in this country, particularly one that so badly affects others 
that have gone into a contract with them in good faith. 

Again, we thank you for your ongoing support of our situation and we look forward to your response 
and any other information that would be helpful to us in bringing this contract to a timely close. 

Yours sincerely 

Paul and Karen Booth 
60 Mooralup Turn, Dalyellup 

I think that sums up where the problems are, and that is why I expect support for this motion from the 
government. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [4.43 pm]: The government certainly shares the 
concerns that have been raised by the member for Collie–Preston on behalf of his constituents. When people 
enter into a contract to make a substantial investment in land and the construction of a house, they are entitled to 
expect that the conditions of the contract will be complied with. As the member has pointed out, there are a 
number of people in the Dalyellup area who have not had landscaping and fencing provided as expected and 
intended through the contracts they have signed. There is also an issue in respect of the clearance of titles for 
22 other lots, some of which have been pre-sold. Titles have not been issued for those lots for the reason that the 
construction of a pumping station for wastewater disposal has not been completed, and the Water Corporation is 
understandably not prepared to give approval for the issuing of titles until that work is completed. I understand 
that there is some concern at the Water Corporation that the construction company may not be able to complete 
that $1.5 million project, which would result in the Water Corporation having to complete the works. The Water 
Corporation is giving consideration to that issue at the moment, and I am advised that it holds a bank guarantee 
to secure the works, and that that can be accessed if necessary. This appears to be primarily a contractual issue 
between the buyers of land in the Dalyellup area and the developer, Ironbridge Holdings Pty Ltd. It is at best 
debatable whether there is a wider systemic problem here in respect of the planning system for the development 
of land in Western Australia.  

The government was given notice of this motion only yesterday and as I said, we are sympathetic to the concerns 
raised by the member for Collie–Preston. In a moment I will propose that we adjourn debate to give the matter 
more consideration over the next two or three weeks so that the government can form a definite position. We 
simply want to ensure that the action that is taken, either by Parliament or the government, will be the most 
effective in providing a satisfactory resolution to the complaints that have been made by quite a number of 
people in the Dalyellup area. 

I have also discussed this proposal with the Chairman of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee, the 
member for Riverton, who advised me that the committee is currently busy with an inquiry into franchising. That 
inquiry will apparently finish around the end of June, and the committee will then deal with an inquiry into 
caravan parks, at the request of the member for Mandurah. The order in which the committee undertakes its 
inquiries could, of course, be modified if there was agreement within the committee to do so; I expect that that is 
something that will be open to consideration. My point is that there will not be any action by the committee on 
this issue within the next three weeks in any case. Deferring a final decision will not therefore put in jeopardy the 
interests of any of the purchasers of land in the Dalyellup area. 
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There is always a limit to what governments can do to remedy issues that are primarily about the fulfilment of a 
contract between two parties. The legal system of this state is available to deal with these matters where 
appropriate, and legal action has been initiated by some of the purchasers, as I understand it. 

Mr M.P. Murray: We shouldn’t allow this type of thing to happen, because there is no doubt, given the number 
of people coming into this state at the moment, that there is going to be another rush for land. It is really 
important that we take this seriously. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I agree with the member that this is a serious issue, and I am sure that we all share a desire to 
ensure that people do not get burnt when they enter into these contracts. If there are systemic issues that need to 
be looked at, I can say on behalf of the government that we will be happy to do so. Having said that, there is 
always the prospect of land developers or vendors of any commodity not fulfilling their obligations, for whatever 
reason—financial difficulties, poor management, management by people of ill intent, or whatever the case may 
be. Parliaments can never guarantee that these sorts of issues will not arise in the future.  

As I said, the government takes seriously the issues raised by the member for Collie–Preston. They have 
previously been raised through the media as well. The only question really is what course of action which is 
most likely to result in the best possible outcome for the purchasers of land in the area. From the government’s 
point of view, we would just like to give that a little more consideration over the next couple of weeks or so 
before we make a final decision. My current inclination, having discussed it with a couple of my colleagues, is 
that we will probably support the motion in the end.  

Mr M.P. Murray: You might give that donation back so they can get a couple of fences done!  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The gratuitous comment the member for Collie–Preston makes about political donations, I can 
assure the house, has no absolutely no bearing on the government’s consideration of this issue. Any political 
donations that might have been made by this company or any other company are not something that I am 
familiar with anyway prior to the member raising the issue here today. I can assure all members that that aspect 
has been given no consideration whatsoever. Our concern, like the member for Collie–Preston and all members 
in this Parliament, is to do what we can to most effectively ensure that the interests of the purchasers of land in 
Dalyellup are protected. With those comments, I seek leave to continue my remarks at a later stage, and in doing 
so indicate that we will be happy to continue this debate, if the opposition wishes, when Parliament next resumes 
past the estimates committee stage of the budget.  

[Leave granted for the member’s speech to be continued at a later sitting.] 

Debate thus adjourned. 

ONE MOVEMENT FOR MUSIC FESTIVAL —  
COMMONWEALTH CORPORATIONS ACT BREACH 

Motion 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [4.53 pm]: I move —  

That this house condemns the Barnett government for failing to properly audit funding of the failed One 
Movement festival when it first became aware the private company the government selected to run the 
festival had a deficiency of working capital and assets and was in breach of the Corporations Act. 

The One Movement for Music festival has been a giant cloud hanging over the Barnett government. It has had 
many warnings of the problems, dozens upon dozens of questions on notice and questions without notice, and 
letters to the various ministers regarding the issue. Finally, after two tortuous years, and after the government 
proclaiming in press release after press release what a wonderful success the One Movement festival was, there 
was an announcement by the new Minister for Tourism that it was being delayed for one year, which is totally in 
contravention of the agreement with the shelf company, One Movement Pty Ltd, and that it will still come back 
in 2012.  

After question after question was not answered in this place by the previous minister, the member for 
Churchlands, the new minister said this was something that should be answered under a freedom of information 
request. I put in an FOI request and received results. I am a bit disturbed that the Minister for Tourism has not 
turned up for this debate. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: He is coming. He is at a meeting. He will be coming out of the meeting.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: I had one too, but decided I would turn up for the debate.  

Mr J.E. McGrath: You should have picked him up on your way to the chamber! 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: I thank the member for Cannington for that suggestion. We had better grab another speaker and 
have them work on an amendment along those lines.  
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I know that the Minister for Culture and the Arts has an interest in this, as do I, particularly if there happens to be 
a change in government in 2013. The risk from this is that Eventscorp has so mismanaged the issue of funding a 
contemporary music festival that those people who want Eventscorp tourism funding for other less artistic 
activities will use this as a self-fulfilling prophecy and then it will fall back on the Minister for Culture and the 
Arts, in the blue team or the red team, to be funding within their budget what should have been a tourism concept 
that worked. I am delighted that the Minister for Tourism has made it to this debate.  

Dr K.D. Hames: I am sorry, I was at a meeting. I thought we had another speaker.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: That is all right; we kept the engines running and we have not left the tarmac.  

The core of the issue is that the Minister for Tourism is using the excuse of the upper house holding an inquiry 
not to be transparent and not to give the Legislative Assembly of Western Australia the full financial details that 
we, as the house of government and as the only house that can originate money bills, deserve. The core of the 
matters behind this motion is that we believe, regardless of what the upper house is doing—and they are a 
wonderful fine body up there —  

Dr K.D. Hames: They will provide a report that we as a house can read as they finish.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: We do not need to get what the minister and his department has done filtered through another 
chamber. We do not have to go to the horse’s mouth, because the horse is here; and we want the minister to 
deliver. It goes to the core issue of accountability and transparency. The minister has been given the out through 
all of my questions and all of my research. I know that as a fine minister, when he came into office he would 
have gone to look for the skeletons—they were not even in the closet, they were hanging on the doorknob 
outside—so it was very easy to see the problems and for the minister to find out what the real story was behind 
the One Movement debacle. Let us look at the issues that the minister has not addressed and that I would like to 
see the minister address today.  

On 9 March 2010 an independent audit report to the members of One Movement was received by Eventscorp. 
The statement concluded, in a section concerning the emphasis of this matter as a going concern, that One 
Movement Pty Ltd has a deficiency of working capital and a deficiency of net assets. Surely, anybody in 
Eventscorp should have immediately rushed up St Georges Terrace to the minister’s office to draw his attention 
to this. We need to know when Eventscorp —  

Dr K.D. Hames: Give me those dates again.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: The independent audit report was 9 March 2010.  

Dr K.D. Hames: They did not rush to my door, of course, because I was not the minister then.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: I know that you were not the minister then, but you were responsible for the One Movement 
issue. The key reason that the minister is involved is that he has made the decision not to stop the haemorrhaging 
and the problems with One Movement but to merely delay it. I am going to explain in this debate why — 

Dr K.D. Hames: If there was a delay, it was a delay in making the decision about whether it will proceed. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: That is not contained in the minister’s press release or Tourism WA’s press release stating that 
there is merely a hiccup. This will come back in 2012. We have an independent audit that says One Movement 
Pty Ltd was not trading as a going concern. Another report received under the minister’s watch also points to 
financial troubles. If we go back to the original agreement that was signed between the shelf company, One 
Movement Pty Ltd, and the government through its agencies, it says that there is a duty on One Movement Pty 
Ltd to immediately report to the government if there are any problems that might affect its viability and financial 
operation. Even though we have now established through freedom of information that Eventscorp received these 
documents, there was the requirement for One Movement to wave a red flag in front of a locomotive and say, 
“This trainload of trouble is coming your way.” On those grounds alone, the minister can end the agreement. The 
government has not met its responsibility. I have been trying to help this whole time. 

Dr K.D. Hames: I could have, but the view of the tourism board is that the concept of the event is a good one. It 
didn’t work, so it was suspended for a year while it looked to find a way to change the proposal to a way that 
would work. But if it is not able to do that, and I personally doubt that it will be able to do that, then it won’t 
proceed. If that’s not the impression given by the press release, that’s the impression that I’m happy to put out 
now so that that is clear.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: That is a very clear statement from the minister. That is a 180-degree turn from the 
government. I welcome that very much. When I first raised these matters over two years ago it was very clear 
that it was not the concept that was at fault; it is the model that we have ended up with. People have tried to be 
cute regarding the origin of this. It was the original “In the City” model. Unfortunately, the person behind that 
had health issues and passed away. Under the minister’s watch, it was passed over to the corporate promoters 
who created a shelf company called One Movement Pty Ltd and it got away from the spirit of “In the City”, 



4004 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 25 May 2011] 

 

which was based on the Manchester model and, more importantly, as I will explain later, on the very important 
South by Southwest model in Austin, Texas. 

Dr K.D. Hames: This sounds like a capitalist versus Bolsheviks argument.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: No, it is very much the Chinese “third way” of modern capitalism. We need to empower the 
workers. In the One Movement model, Western Australian musicians and others were expected to turn up and 
play for free. All the risk, in effect, was being taken by the creatives and the musicians and none of the risk was 
being taken by the corporates. That is what we have seen by the government giving over $1.8 million to a shelf 
company.  

Dr K.D. Hames: Some of the interjections that have come from this side against you when you’ve been 
speaking is that your passion for this revolves around some personal attachment to the original proposals. Is that 
the case or is that unfair criticism?  

Mr J.N. HYDE: I do not know where that comes from because I had no involvement with the original “In the 
City” people. It is really interesting because every time I go to music gigs around Perth, various people come up 
to me and say, “You won’t believe this but this so and so promoter thinks I’ve been leaking you this information 
whereas we all know that it’s obviously come from somewhere else.” I think a variety of people in the music 
industry in WA have been aggrieved by this and the people who are really milking the government are trying to 
cast aspersions. My interest is as somebody who understands this industry very well. Like the minister, I have 
spent a lot of time in the north west of the state doing a lot of the rodeos and rock festivals in places where music 
promoters turn up and a lot of other people are also there. They are in a cash industry. In a cash industry in which 
people are coming through the gates they are very, very good at making their reporting as favourable as possible.  

I now have the original contract under freedom of information and can see that the shelf company that was given 
that contract massaged its wording in such a way. There are so many tricks in that. The key issues in that 
contract are the definitions of “attendees”. I have gone through this in a number of questions. These are issues 
that the minister has to answer in the Assembly. It is no good saying that he has provided a report to the upper 
house. We do not know what is in that report that has gone to the upper house and, more importantly, we do not 
know what is missing. We need to know when the minister and Eventscorp first became aware that One 
Movement was not trading as a going concern. Why did the minister consider funding the October 2010 One 
Movement festival if One Movement was not trading as a going concern back in March that year? It is fair to ask 
how many events operated by bodies that were not trading as going concerns the minister and Eventscorp have 
funded since the election of the Barnett government. I bet we would not be able to find another body whose 
funding was not terminated the moment the minister became aware it was not a going concern or whose 
problems were not fixed up earlier. Since the election of the Barnett government, how many events that were 
already funded has the minister and Eventscorp stopped funding because they were operated by bodies that were 
not trading as going concerns? These are very important questions for the house. This is a budget allocation 
made by the Barnett government. The minister kept telling me to go through FOI. He blacked out the numeric 
dollar figures in the documents. Well may the minister chuckle. 

Dr K.D. Hames: I don’t do those blackings out, as you know. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: They are the crux of the issue. How will the minister know how ridgy-didge things are from the 
assessments that he is being given by his department, let alone through a proper audit from people that he has 
given $1.8 million to, unless he has the true figures?  

Let us go to other issues in the FOI documents. We have emails from Eventscorp dated 22 and 23 January 2009 
relating to the negotiations on the One Movement contract that were dated 29 January 2009. Is it standard for 
Eventscorp to allow an event holder to redefine a delegate, which triggers further Eventscorp milestone 
payments, to include 25 per cent of delegates attending for free and the remaining 75 per cent able to attend at a 
discount rate “to be determined at the event holder’s sole discretion plus non-paying sponsors, invited media, 
invited panellists and keynote speakers”? We are getting all the puff about X number of people attending these 
One Movement events but when we look at the criteria and these definitions and see that 300 delegates were 
brought in from interstate, very few of those 300 stumped up good money to come.  

Dr K.D. Hames: Those figures are easily obtainable. I will give them to the member later. They show numbers 
of delegates—speakers and ticket sales. Ticket sales are clearly tickets purchased by people.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Yes, and that comes to my next point. A number of invited people coming to the showcase, 
such as people from Brisbane and Sydney who won Triple J tickets, were told that part of their prize was free 
accommodation in Perth, but they needed to pay a delegate’s fee, which would be immediately refunded by One 
Movement. This is pretty blatant massaging of figures. That is the sort of auditing that I have continually brought 
to — 

Dr K.D. Hames: It didn’t help them out because in the end they made a loss, didn’t they? It was a significant 
loss. 
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Mr J.N. HYDE: Correct. The minister has come to me and said, “Look at these figures that have come through 
the box office; so people must have been paying to come.” I am saying that we have enough evidence that a 
number of people paid, which massaged the figures, but were reimbursed. Hence a company goes broke. Any 
small business person — 

Dr K.D. Hames: It doesn’t help them much because the figures for the second year are pretty ordinary, so you 
wouldn’t want to be running around boasting about how many you had coming even if it was by people buying 
and — 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Yes, but the minister and his predecessor were boasting about how successful it was. That 
comes to the core of the issue: we actually need a proper financial audit, we need transparency and we need it in 
the Legislative Assembly. 

Given what the agreement and these emails released under FOI exposed, we need to know, firstly, whether the 
minister supports the loose definitions in that contract. Have the processes of contracting in Eventscorp been 
changed so that this will not happen in the future? Who initiated the amendment to the One Movement 
sponsorship agreement dated 21 September 2010, signed by Eventscorp, that amends the milestone trigger for 
payment by replacing 200 international delegates with just 100? What payment was actually achieved for 
reaching this milestone? What evidence was provided to justify this massive concession to the event holder? We 
need the minister to table that documentation. We need to know whether the minister agrees with the advice 
from an officer contained in the email, which, according to my notes, stated — 

We simply cannot leave a door open in an agreement that could possibly see a large number of free of 
charge visiting musicians being counted as delegates against a milestone payment. 

Alarm bells were going off within Eventscorp itself, yet still somebody was amending an agreement to bring the 
number of international delegates required down from 200 to 100—let alone changes elsewhere. Why was this 
advice ignored with the eventual agreement having milestone payments paid when potentially not one full-fee-
paying delegate would be required to attend? 

Let us move forward to the February 2010 financial analysis of the October 2009 One Movement festival, 
conducted by the company Synovate for One Movement, that involved only 118 spend interviews. We need to 
know why these detailed findings, although based on such a small sample, do not include caterers at the festival 
who were charged $1 500 for a site and incurred $10 000 in losses due to One Movement not delivering the 
audiences promised. Why is Eventscorp not accurately including the net losses of participants in the economic 
analysis? If we are looking at the actual economic benefits of a tourism event in the state, and caterers and other 
people are making a $10 000 loss, that will have a huge impact on the financial viability, let alone the tourism 
potential, of an event. We also need to look at the background. I am heartened by the minister’s earlier statement 
about looking at the model. I hope to visit South by Southwest on the ground in Texas to find out why that works 
so well and why we got the festival model wrong. Minister, if there is a China Southern Airlines flight going 
there, perhaps we should both make a detour and see why that is working as a tourism and arts driver. That 
should have been more of the model that we ended up with here.  

It is very obvious that getting contemporary music projects funded by the state government has been very hard to 
come by in the history of Western Australia. I will claim a small bit of credit: when Ron Davies was Minister for 
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs and the Arts—perhaps it was 1985—we had a discussion. At that time, music 
funding was primarily going to friends of Charlie Court and the Western Australian Symphony Orchestra. There 
was a very narrow definition of music and, certainly, contemporary music. I advocated to Ron, when I was chair 
of either the ALP arts or agriculture committee, that we should be funding contemporary local music. He 
initiated for the first time funding of what were then compact discs and cassettes being made by local musicians. 
But it was a mind shift for people to suddenly think that contemporary music in Western Australia deserved the 
same support as that applied elsewhere in the arts. I want to give credit to Charles Court who, as opposition 
leader in 1972, agreed that Western Australia should establish a WA arts council because it was the role of 
government to fund the arts and creative activity in Western Australia. He delivered on that in government. We 
need to go back to some of those basics about what funding of the arts is—and also consider funding of tourism.  

However, let us return to the genesis of One Movement. The key issue that I have been drawing to the 
government’s attention for two years is the historical failure of two almost identically funded major international 
music conferences in Sydney and Melbourne by the same national promoter partner in One Movement, 
Mr Chugg. Therefore, it was alarming, concerning and remarkable that when the decision was made to abandon 
“In The City” and give the festival to a shelf company involving Mr Chugg, information about these two other 
events never turned up. There were no opportunities or invitations for other people to tender. There was no 
announcement because it began when the government was in caretaker mode, so suddenly, when the new 
minister was announcing things later in October, we discovered the festival would be called One Movement. We 
did not discover until much later that a private shelf company of promoters was running the festival, rather than 
it being the industry-driven concept that “In The City” had been. Mr Chugg and others have been very, very 
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good at running commercial music festivals, but they are a totally different creature from a tourism-focused 
Western Australian–based music festival that works on two levels—showcasing WA music and being a 
consistent tourism driver. I guess this was totally shown in the final—I am pretty sure it will be the final—One 
Movement festival when a commercial act, as good as he is, such as Paul Kelly played to a small audience. This 
was the case even though he appeared at similar concerts funded by the same financial promoters behind One 
Movement; therefore, we know that they can make Paul Kelly work as a commercial act given the timing, venue 
and everything else like that. To have included a commercial act like Paul Kelly in the One Movement festival 
was out of context and did not work. 

Dr K.D. Hames: Tell me about the original contract. Is it true that was signed under your government? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The original commitment was to “In the City”, which was agreed to by the department. The 
unredacted emails and so on that I have indicate that there was a commitment, and certainly when we were in 
government our commitment was to the “In the City” model, which was based in Manchester. As the evidence 
has shown, during the caretaker mode, the board of Tourism WA suddenly endorsed going to the One Movement 
model shelf company. 

Dr K.D. Hames: I understand that that was supported by the tourism minister of the day. It was certainly prior to 
the caretaker — 

Mr J.N. HYDE: As the minister would appreciate, once a government is in caretaker mode, a minister cannot 
make decisions. 

Dr K.D. Hames: Although no actual decisions were made, support was given for that direction to be taken. 
There’s no proof of that, so I’m only going on what people have told me. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: That is totally incorrect. From my knowledge of the situation, that is definitely incorrect. 
Again, these are the issues that should have been established early on. Regardless of that, let us do an outcomes-
based assessment—we are looking at the outcomes—the model has not worked. 

“In the City” was moved sideways. A lot of research and a lot of work had been done. It was a huge commitment 
for a government to say, “Let’s look at nearly $3 million for this In the City concept.” Why not widen it, and 
then go out to tender or look for somebody else to take over that model, instead of just suddenly handballing it to 
a shelf company, with no apparent process? It was in many ways an unproven event, with inexperienced 
promoters in running this sort of music showcase. 

Let us look at the failure of the other two Asia–Pacific music conferences in Australia. There was the Pacific 
Circle Music Convention from 1997 to 2000, and then Australian Music Week from 2001 to 2005. I realised 
something was wrong when someone sent me press releases for the One Movement for Music Perth festival that 
were identical to press releases used for those two failed events in the east. I suddenly saw that someone had a 
concept in their back pocket. They got government money in Sydney, and when that event collapsed, they went 
down to Melbourne. They hoodwinked the government into giving them money for the concept there, and, hello, 
for whatever reason, it was “come in spinner” in WA. 

It has been a matter of investigation by the parliamentary commissioner, and those findings were pretty blunt. It 
is unfathomable that someone could be involved in the assessment and the process of giving $2.9 million to a 
company and that that person could then jump ship and work for that company. We then discovered that that 
person had gone back to Tourism WA, and potentially we were dealing with conflict of interest issues regarding 
assessment and ongoing oversight of One Movement. It is a huge issue, and this government has not done itself 
proud in the way it has failed to deal with it in a transparent way. The Pacific Circle Music Convention in 
Sydney between 1997 and 2000 failed; Australian Music Week in Melbourne from 2001 to 2005 failed. 

It is really concerning that when Western Australia jumped on board, there was not the due diligence, when we 
accepted the One Movement model, to get it right. We need, minister, to have transparency in this issue. The 
minister has to address the crux of the issue. He cannot hide behind the skirt of saying, “I’ve sent the info to the 
upper house; therefore, I don’t have to reveal it here in the Assembly.” This is the house in which the 
government is formed, and we have the ability to make financial decisions. I have already provided reasons why 
the government has to provide the information. Unfortunately, the public servants or the people who told the 
minister to give that advice may be the same people who tried it on in the upper house. When representatives of 
Tourism WA and a representative of Eventscorp, Mr van Ooren, appeared before the Standing Committee on 
Estimates and Financial Operations on Monday, 18 October 2010, they were very bluntly asked by Hon Liz 
Behjat, “Did we get bang for our buck this year?”—that is, regarding One Movement. Mr van Ooren committed 
to provide some information to that committee. We then go forward to the transcript prepared by Hansard of that 
committee’s hearing on Monday, 13 December 2010, session two, when I can only assume the committee had 
not received that information, so Mr van Ooren and other representatives of the department were back before the 
committee. Mr van Ooren said to the committee, because he had not provided information — 
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… we do have the breakdowns of the various events and the overall attendance figures that I think the 
minister might have provided through a parliamentary question in another forum. 

There they were; those representatives tried that tack in the upper house, saying, “Look, we don’t have the info 
here; it’s been provided in the Assembly”, and I would bet that the very same people have given that tack to the 
minister, and the minister has tried it on in this house. The minister cannot have it both ways. 

Dr K.D. Hames: I can’t be in both places either, to know that the — 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The minister is here, and he has the ability — 

Dr K.D. Hames: And I have the attendances, so I’ll read those out. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: No; we have already had the attendances table. The minister knows that it is the drilling down 
into the figures and it is the proper auditing of those figures; it is those issues to do with the definition of a 
delegate. How many real delegates had to turn up? In other words, how many delegates paid out of their own 
money and how many people did the health department send to this conference, with money that was to have a 
real economic impact on the state of Victoria, or the health department in Victoria, and it was not dodgy? 

Hon Liz Behjat then stated in that hearing — 

The minister might provide something in another forum, but this is a committee of the Legislative 
Council of the Parliament of Western Australia and we do not recognise anything that goes on in 
another forum. If we ask for information, we do expect that we will get that sort of information and this 
committee itself will make those decisions. You can provide information to us with a request that it 
remain confidential but that is then a decision that is made by this committee. … So, we are going to 
ask you again to provide the information that we have asked in our first questions with relation to that 
festival.  

It is very clear that members of the upper house, perhaps not as politely as me, expressed their unhappiness at 
being told that, because information was being tabled in another house, it could not be tabled in that place or 
given to them. This goes to the core issue of the transparency regarding the One Movement festival.  

A showcase musical festival itself is a worthy arts endeavour. As I said, it was the original “In the City” concept. 
If developed with the local music industry and local diverse private sector involvement, it can become a good 
tourism driver. The South by Southwest Festival in Austin, Texas, championed by local musicians and the local 
chambers of commerce, succeeds as an arts event and a tourism driver. It has measurable economic multiplier 
results and meaningful private sector tourism sponsorship and partnerships. It also has airline sponsorship. 
Airline participation, as the minister would know, is a strong indication of the tourism viability of an event; that 
is, the travel industry thinks the event will encourage attendees to travel to the event and buy an air ticket. 

South by Southwest is assessed as having a $110 million annual economic impact on the regional city of Austin, 
Texas, and has 12 000 paying registrants. These are ridgy-didge payers. Interestingly, South by Southwest has an 
Australian travel agent garnering Australian business for South by Southwest. It also has companies in the UK 
and New Zealand. Of course, Southwest Airlines is the official airline of South by Southwest. Iceland Airwaves 
in Reykjavik, Iceland, which is perhaps the world’s second most isolated capital city, also succeeds as an arts 
event and a tourism driver. It also has airline sponsorship. Iceland Airwaves, as part of its major sponsorship, is 
bringing in American tourists from Seattle and Orlando on direct flights to the festival—seven hours away—with 
$US599 package deals to Reykjavik.  

As the minister would know, with Singapore just five hours away and Indonesia even less, there is an affluent 
middle class in South-East Asia who want to travel and who spend money on the arts and music festivals. If we 
can get this right, we have the huge ability to transform our relationship with South-East Asia, particularly the 
one-way traffic of Australian tourists going to Indonesia. We should be filling those planes with affluent 
Indonesians who have the money and will to travel, but at the moment they are travelling to Singapore, Bangkok 
or Hong Kong, going to music parties and festival events there that we could be holding and developing here. I 
remember Jetstar, an Australian company, was sponsoring the Nation music party in Phuket and flying in 
thousands of tourists. Of course, as we know, Virgin Australia sponsors the Mardi Gras in Sydney, which is a 
huge trans-Pacific tourist attractor, bringing in tens of thousands of dollars from the US and elsewhere. There is 
a clear nexus between successful music festivals and airline sponsorship. 

As one of Eventscorp’s major events—and with the failure of the Red Bull Air Race—One Movement was one 
of, if not the biggest ticket items. It failed to boost inbound tourism. Tourism WA’s own figures reveal that One 
Movement made no identifiable impact on our incoming tourist figures last year. As I have detailed previously, 
its international profile remains tiny. In our official annual visitor figures to March 2010, which covered the 
previous October’s One Movement festival, intrastate visitors declined by 14.4 per cent and international visitors 
coming for holidays or pleasure declined 1.9 per cent. It had a higher decline than the national average. That 
evidence is there. If the minister was getting the alarm bells, getting the financial audits and reports saying that 



4008 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 25 May 2011] 

 

One Movement had financial troubles, was not a going concern and was trading in breach of the Corporations 
Act, and he had actually drilled down on the tourism figures to see that it was not making an impact, there was 
enough knowledge to fix the problem. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Member, do you know that the last figures on the Tourism WA’s website said there were 
875 000 international visitors in that last reported period? The city of Jakarta this year is targeting 2.5 million 
international visitors and 17 million domestic visitors in its tourism strategy—nearly 20 million visitors to that 
one city in Indonesia compared to 875 000 here. 

Dr K.D. Hames: China has a lot more than that. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Indeed. Even more emphasis on the point that the member is making, that you need to do 
things that are going to work. 

Dr K.D. Hames: Hence our new $17 million — 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Just as an aside: what is Victoria spending? 

Dr K.D. Hames: Yes, but you need to work that out as a comparison to its total net expenditure as a state in 
percentage terms, because you cannot just compare a figure from one state to a figure in another state. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: You do, because the minister is using the, “Aren’t we you-beaut because we have upped it by 
so many million.” The reality is it is good; it is a start, but it needs to go further. 

Dr K.D. Hames: That is like saying someone who has got a house in a lower socioeconomic area has the same 
capacity as someone in Peppermint Grove.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Anyway, back to the One Movement music festival. Let us look at the independent report on 
18 January 2010 by the Public Sector Commissioner, which was made within the narrow confines of his 
responsibilities and exposed the lack of transparency in Eventscorp decision making and the conflict of interest 
regarding One Movement, including employee Ms Doherty accepting a free trip to London from One 
Movement’s financial backers. That was there over a year and a half ago. 

Dr K.D. Hames: I do not know if you are going to vote on this, but if you do—I am happy to do that—just stop 
before the end so that we can vote, but you do have to give me time to say to something. And no, he is not going 
speak, because he is going to let me fill in the rest of the time, and then we will have a vote. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: How much time do you want? 

Dr K.D. Hames: About 20 minutes. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: All right. So we have debated that issue here. We need that transparent auditing of paying 
registrants. We need to know how rigorous and independent is the auditing of attendance figures and the class of 
those attendance figures, which we use to guarantee and trigger payments from Eventscorp.  

The amount of direct information that has been requested of the minister that he has not provided to this house is 
a very important issue. It is something that I hope the minister will address and, more importantly, I hope the 
minister will provide us with the original information. Despite the earlier 2010 financial audit that stated in effect 
that One Movement was trading in breach of the Corporations Act, the minister’s predecessor, in the answer to 
question on notice 4229 on 23 November 2010 said —  

Despite the Member’s— 

Being me— 

best efforts to denigrate this event, One Movement for Music has not failed. Support from audiences, 
the media, performers and international music industry identities and executives continues to grow, and 
the 2010 event was even more of a success than last year’s. 

When the Deputy Premier became the Minister for Tourism and audited the 2010 One Movement for Music 
event, he could see that the 2010 event was in an even worse position and was even more of a failure than the 
original 2009 event. A whole lot of information is missing. Good government is about not repeating mistakes. 
Governments get thrown out and oppositions win government when governments repeat their mistakes. The 
Minister for Tourism has been in opposition and government; he knows how it works. There are echoes of the 
Global Dance Convention—foxtrot footsteps throughout One Movement echo Global Dance. This Liberal 
government has made the same mistakes that were made by the previous Liberal government. There has been a 
lack of proper auditing and transparency. 

I urge members to support the motion. I am heartened by the minister’s generic commitment that he believes this 
is a dead parrot. One Movement will not be revived next year and its life support has been turned off. We have 
seen the end of the One Movement festival in its current form. There is a chance that we can go back and get the 
concept right. WA leads Australia and much of the world in contemporary music. Members opposite can 
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criticise the Gallop Labor government for many things, but we invested in Western Australian local musicians 
and helped to foster local music. Western Australian musicians lead the world. They are going to and headlining 
South by Southwest and other international festivals. We can get the model right in Western Australia, but it 
must be musician based, well audited and well oversighted by a strong government. 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Tourism) [5.42 pm]: It is good to have this opportunity to 
make some comments about the One Movement for Music festival and to properly get across the issues 
associated with it. I will say to the member for Perth that all I had before me before today was a copy of his 
motion, not the details of the long list of things that he wants me to either table or answer. All I have is what was 
provided to me today. I will go through them and if I do not cover all the issues the member wants me to cover, I 
am sure he will get back to me in time. 

I will correct something that he said I was wrong about, which was not wrong. I refer to the timing of the 
approval of the One Movement event. A note has been given to me stating that Tourism WA agreed on who 
would be the event organisers in March 2008, which was not during the caretaker mode. As the members said 
earlier, the proponent has since passed away. During the caretaker mode, the board decided to change the name 
of the festival to One Movement and to provide additional partners to the event organisers; that is, Chugg 
Entertainment and MuseExpo. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: The actual board decision was only ever made in caretaker mode. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: That is not what is stated in the note that I was just given. The member can argue that all he 
likes; I am just reading what is in the note. The member is right that some organisations supported this concept. 
There is little doubt that the concept of what was proposed was supported by members on both sides of the 
house, and certainly by Tourism WA. I believe that the concept of supporting local artists to produce music 
through a festival in Western Australia is still supported. The editor of The West Australian’s entertainment lift-
out called The Wire Mag listed the One Movement festival as the number one gig of the year for 2010 and the 
number one highlight in 2009. Having said that, it became clear that the composition and structure of the event 
was not proving profitable for those who were running it; they were losing money. 

I will go through some of the issues the member raised so that he can see quite clearly the decline of the event, 
particularly over 2010–11. In 2010, 110 artists or bands played and in 2011 only 45 bands or artists played. The 
total number of delegate speakers in 2010—I do not have the break-up that the member talked about before—
was 796 and in 2011 was only 400. Ticket sales in 2010 totalled 4 750, including the festival, but for the 
showcase only in 2011 just 500 tickets were sold. The ticket prices varied. The number of venues per night 
dropped from five to three and the number of nights was reduced from four to three. I will talk about the 
sponsorship in a minute. The value of the ticket sales in 2010 was $368 793, but that dropped to only $156 530 
in 2011. 

I have a list of the sequence of events about when Tourism WA became aware of the financial losses involved. 
When I was driving home recently, I gave some thought to the question the member for Perth asked about 
whether we should continue to fund an event when we know that the company involved is in financial 
difficulties. My view is that we probably should, on the condition that whatever is contracted to be provided can 
be provided. A range of players in the Hopman Cup are sponsored by Tourism WA and the state government to 
provide an event. If Paul McNamee loses money at that event because not enough people rock up to see it, it is 
none of our business. In fact, we would compound those losses if we were unable to pay him for the things that 
he was contracted to provide; namely, a tennis tournament with certain players and so forth. The key issue is that 
the services are provided. The member has raised questions about that. In my view, they are the issues that the 
upper house committee will investigate. I will go through the detail of the dollars and when we became aware — 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Don’t you think that you and Eventscorp should address those issues? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Why does the member not let me deal with this motion first? He has not left me with much 
time to respond. I will largely read from my briefing note. If the member wants to me to table it, I will be happy 
to. The first One Movement for Music festival event was held in October 2009 and milestone payments totalling 
$605 000 were made. Milestone payments totalling $275 000 associated with interstate and international 
delegate attendance were not met and hence were not paid. The organisers missed out on receiving a payment of 
$275 000 in 2009. The 2009 independent audit of One Movement identified that the financial report was in 
accordance with the Corporations Act 2001. The report drew attention to a deficiency of working capital and net 
assets of $1 361 588, and indicated that the director–owners pledged their ongoing financial support for One 
Movement Pty Ltd. The 2010 event was held in October 2010. All key aspects of the event were delivered as 
specified in the sponsorship agreement and therefore the contractual obligations were met. Tourism WA paid the 
appropriate contracted milestone payments of $975 370 to One Movement Pty Ltd. Tourism WA met with the 
One Movement directors, Mr Andrew Chernov and Mr David Chitty, in January 2011, who advised that the 
combined event losses—those of 2009 and 2010—had exceeded their expectations and the event was considered 
unsustainable in its current format. On 11 February, those two persons attended an events committee meeting, 
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which was a subcommittee of the board, to discuss the future viability of the event. The committee requested that 
they prepare a new proposal for the 2011 event.  

On 10 March this year the board received the OM financial report and independent audit for the year to 
December 2010. The member does not have to write these down because I will table the information, as I just 
said. The audit identified that due to OM’s negative equity of $2.45 million in the balance sheet, the financial 
report of the company was not in accordance with the Corporations (Western Australia) Act. On 15 March, 
Tourism WA received a new proposal for One Movement to run the 2011 event. Critically, on 25 March—after 
that presentation by One Movement of a new proposal for 2011; but I understand minus considerable 
components of what was proposed in the first proposal—the Tourism WA board declined the new event 
proposal, but it agreed to encourage the event organisers to work with the WA Music Industry Association to 
develop a new model for the delivery of the event from 2012 onward. On 31 March, Tourism WA announced 
that the 2011 event would not be held.  

I am saying in response to that, in terms of what happens in the future, OM has been told to go back and prepare 
an alternative option with the Music Industry Association of Western Australia. I have to say that from what I 
have seen of the success of the event, it was not up to what we need in Western Australia as a successful event. If 
the event organiser is able to draw up a new proposal that brings all those music lovers and performers together 
in an event that is potentially successful, we will judge that on its merits. If another group comes up with an 
alternative proposal, we will judge that on its merits.  

Mr J.N. Hyde: That is very important.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: There are other proposals around, although not identical. A proposal has been coming to us 
based on some regions around Western Australia that has a big focus on music and arts, including in Mandurah. I 
am sure the member for Mandurah will know who came to see me.  

Mr J.N. Hyde: That is encouraging. The only option is not the current One Movement coming up is it; you will 
countenance other options?  

Dr K.D. HAMES: Certainly. I do not know whether that is the case. Remember that the set-up with Tourism 
WA is that it is at arm’s length from government. If Tourism WA wants to do something and I say, “You’re not 
going to do that”, I have to table that as a direction in Parliament. We need to wait and see what the Tourism WA 
board says. But from what I have seen in terms of the losses that company made leading up to this—
$2.45 million is a significant loss for OM to endure—I think it would find it very difficult to put together an 
alternative format. It had a very good chance. It had strong government funding and funding from other 
sources—$1 million from Tourism WA, $100 000 from the City of Perth, $100 000 in corporate sponsorship and 
$137 000 in conference fees. OM had all these funds coming in, but clearly we could see, between 2010 and 
2011, a disconnect with the public of WA who would support and fund an event and make it successful. We can 
see that in the huge drop in attendances for what OM was able to put forward. I think OM would find it 
enormously difficult to come back for that and convince the Tourism WA board and the government that it has 
the capacity to create a new event that is successful. The good news is that, as we have talked about in the budget 
before, and despite the member for Perth’s comparison with what happens in Victoria, it is a fantastic result for 
Tourism WA that our events funding has been doubled.  

Mr J.N. Hyde: Correct. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: We have an extra $10 million a year for four years for regional events, an additional 
$5 million a year for metropolitan events and on top of that an additional $2.4 million for the golf event. That 
makes a $17 million increase in funding with the $17 million that will continue, remembering that some events 
have recently dropped off. It is a fantastic increase in funds in the budget. I am really excited about what 
Tourism WA events will be able to do, particularly in rural and regional Western Australia. As the member 
knows, we released yesterday a big list of events that are supported. They cover only the $300 000 in regional 
events funding that was originally in Tourism WA and $300 000 additional royalties for regions funds. That 
$300 000 is coming out of the $10 million, but that leaves a huge amount to enable us to look for fantastic new 
events in country Western Australia.  

I promised to leave adequate time for a vote on this issue. I do not know whether I need to speak for two more 
minutes.  

Mr J.N. Hyde: Will you support the motion?  

Dr K.D. HAMES: No; we will not support the motion because it condemns the Barnett government.  

Mr J.N. Hyde: You’ve spoken in favour of it.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: No. What I have spoken of were the details the member requested as far as I was able and an 
indication of where this government sees it is going in the future. Despite my silly joking Bolshevik-versus-
capitalist comment, it reflects a discussion I had with one member on the member’s side. I will not name him 
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because it was a corridor conversation. I understand the sentiment behind it. The member for Perth was 
supporting the musicians on the ground wanting to get out and be part of a new event. The group that came in 
had the capital and the funding and we are going to get in behind it. It is probably lucky they did because they 
have lost $2.75 million and the poor old guy on the street could not afford to cater for that sort of loss. But we 
want events that work and that people will go to and participate in and that will entertain Western Australia. As 
the new minister, I have made it quite clear that—I remember the comments of the leader of opposition business 
about return on investment dollars—I do not want to bother too much about that. I want to provide entertainment 
for Western Australians and I believe that will attract tourists. It will certainly make Western Australia a more 
exciting place to live in. I am not focussing so much on what the return on investment dollar represents. I will sit 
down and that will give us time to vote before we conclude private members’ business. 

[See paper 3431.] 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (20) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr M. McGowan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr A.J. Waddell 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M.P. Murray Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr P.B. Watson 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr A.P. O’Gorman Ms R. Saffioti Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr J.R. Quigley Mr C.J. Tallentire Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr W.J. Johnston Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.C. Tinley Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 

Noes (27) 

Mr F.A. Alban Dr E. Constable Mr A.P. Jacob Mr C.C. Porter 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr M.J. Cowper Mr R.F. Johnson Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A. Krsticevic Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler  Mr J.M. Francis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr I.M. Britza Mr B.J. Grylls Mr P.T. Miles Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Dr K.D. Hames Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 
Mr V.A. Catania Mrs L.M. Harvey Dr M.D. Nahan  

            

Pairs 

 Dr A.D. Buti Dr G.G. Jacobs 
 Mr T.G. Stephens Mr P. Abetz 
 Mr P. Papalia Mr M.W. Sutherland 

Question thus negatived. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) RECURRENT 2011–12 BILL 2011 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) CAPITAL 2011–12 BILL 2011 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [7.01 pm]: Before private members’ business I was talking about the need for 
improvement to the roads throughout my area—in particular Gnangara Road—and I think I was talking about 
Lord Street and West Swan Road and how I believe something needs to be done very soon to try to alleviate the 
pressures on those roads. One option is to fast-track Henley Brook Avenue, which is the extension of an existing 
road, but it is a proposed new through road through the major housing developments. That will take a lot of 
traffic off Lord Street and West Swan Road, and it will service those people who live in not only my electorate, 
but also the member for Swan Hills’ electorate. I was pleased to hear today that the Lord Street–Reid Highway 
intersection will be improved—member for Swan Hills, is that right—by the installation of traffic lights. 

Mr F.A. Alban: Yes, traffic lights. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, traffic lights will be installed at that intersection, but the widening of intersection has 
not occurred and funding has not been allocated for it in the budget. 

Mr F.A. Alban: Not yet. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is good to hear that traffic lights are to be installed at that intersection because it is a very, 
very dangerous intersection. I understand that Main Roads Western Australia is undertaking a detailed planning 
study into the cost of widening that section of Reid Highway; it is a major issue for the people who live in the 
area. Reid Highway should be a dual carriageway because it is a major highway and a major east–west corridor.  

I want to quickly touch on a few issues relating to Ballajura, one of which I will raise as a grievance tomorrow. I 
want to talk about the sand bund that extends along Hepburn Avenue and the issues around law and order and its 
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visual impact—eyesore issues—that it is raising for local residents. The sand bund was, I think, built in 2009–10 
along the Hepburn Avenue extension. The community was surveyed at the time about the sand bund to ascertain 
whether people supported it, but it was described to local residents as having heavy vegetation that would stop 
people from standing on it, and that it would also be visually quite attractive; it is nothing like that. It is a 
terrible, terrible eyesore, and it has given rise to a lot of law and order issues around the area because rather than 
create a barrier for would-be criminals, they can actually stand on the sand bund and look into people’s 
backyards and houses. I have taken the issue up with the City of Swan and we are currently surveying local 
residents to find out what they believe should be the future of that sand bund. We have had an excellent number 
of surveys returned because people are very, very concerned about it, and we will be taking that issue further.  

The issue I will raise tomorrow is the buffer around Mirrabooka water treatment plant and its impact on a 
proposed aged-care facility in Ballajura. Another issue relevant to my electorate is that of Ballajura Police 
Station, which was closed a number of years ago now. Again, this is important for the Ballajura community 
because it misses its permanent police presence. I am glad the Minister for Police is in this place; it is a 
continuing issue and people want a permanent police presence. The police station was closed without 
consultation, and unlike some of the other changes happening within the police system around the area in that 
suburban stations have been closed and a hub has been created to replace those stations, none of that happened. 
A hub station was not created after the closure of Ballajura Police Station; it was basically closed and people 
now have to go to Kiara. 

I cannot finish today without talking a little about the Ellenbrook rail line, which I believe to be a major Liberal 
government broken promise. Time and again I have heard people trying to rewrite history on this issue. The 
Liberal Party very clearly made a commitment before the last election, and I will quote Hon Simon O’Brien, the 
then spokesperson for transport and later Minister for Transport. On 1 September 2008 he talked about the 
Ellenbrook rail line and stated — 

They’re promising — 

That is, the Labor Party — 

a rail service to Ellenbrook and yet they’re not even going to start construction until the election after 
the next election,” Mr O’Brien said.  

That’s not good enough and I think the people of Western Australia in certain marginal seats are sick of 
being taken for granted.  

… 

The difference is we’ll do it in our first year of our government not our eighth year.  

That was a clear commitment to the people of north east corridor that the Liberal Party was going to fund and 
build the Ellenbrook rail line, and that it was going to commence it in this term. I think it is important to put this 
on the record because, frankly, it does not matter what the Premier says when he is being interviewed on the 
radio; these are the facts and these are the documents. Not much more evidence needs to be produced to show 
that clear commitment. I will go to the costings booklet that is the current Minister for Transport’s baby, as he 
said; he did it. He compiled the Liberal Party’s financial plan and he put it in the financial plan; the current 
Minister for Transport, who is debating whether there was a commitment, put it in the financial plan. There it 
is—Ellenbrook rail line! The Liberal Party financial plan shows it received funding of $53 million, of which 
$13 million was to be spent in 2010–11 and $40 million in 2011–12. It was a clear election commitment. In 
December 2008, just after the Liberal Party won government in the September election, the 2008–09 
Government Mid-Year Financial Projections Statement, another key document, was released, so it was a clear 
indication of the government’s election commitments. It states — 

• Construction of the Ellenbrook Railway Line (Midland Line Spur) is expected to commence in 
2010–11.  

In 2010–11, $16.3 million was committed, and $52.6 million was committed in 2011–12. Since that time we 
have had backflip after backflip, the rewriting of history, and the cancellation of rail definition studies. Last 
year’s budget included $10 million for the Ellenbrook rail line master plan; that has now been taken out, and 
there is now a more general commitment for some planning for the north east corridor, which I understand to be 
a bus transit system, but we do not know.  

Mr F.A. Alban: Will you take an interjection? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No, because the member for Swan Hills has not been truthful with people.  

Mr F.A. Alban: It’s an interjection, that’s all.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Okay, I will take the interjection; come on. 
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Mr F.A. Alban: Assuming you were in government and your electorate says to you, “We really want the Perth–
Darwin highway; we really want to fix the safety issues; we really want to fix Henley Brook Avenue; we really 
want Gnangara Road fixed”, but there isn’t a big basket of money that is coming from heaven — 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I thank the member for Swan Hills for that.  

I will put this out: the Liberal Party made a commitment. It was a core promise; it was included in its election 
costings; it put out a flyer. The member for Swan Hills has to say that that has to be a priority. 

Mr F.A. Alban: So you would do whatever — 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No, the Liberal Party has to deliver its commitments. The member for Swan Hills can sit 
there trying to defend the Liberal Party tactics, but his government is funding things like the Premier’s palace at 
$25 million. 

Mr F.A. Alban: It is also funding Perth–Darwin highway that you support—you said you supported it.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The allocation for the Perth–Darwin highway is $8 million? That is the cost of planning for a 
$600 million road! Does the member for Swan Hills think that will fund Perth–Darwin highway?  

Mr F.A. Alban: That’s just the beginning. You know full well that that’s just the start. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The issue is that the government made the commitment. The member should go out and tell 
people that the government broke an election promise. He should be honest, but he has not, and neither has the 
government. That is the core issue. The member should go out there and tell people that the government broke a 
promise. If he wants to say that it broke a promise because it thinks other things take priority, that is fine; he 
should say it out there, but he should not try to rewrite history. The government made a promise and now it is 
breaking it. The member should be honest with the people and go out and say that he thinks that other things take 
priority. 

MR A.P. O’GORMAN (Joondalup) [7.10 pm]: I will start my contribution to the budget debate by making 
some general comments and then I will get onto some issues that particularly relate to my electorate.  

This budget was styled “the people’s budget” before it even came out, in an effort by the Liberal government to 
camouflage what it actually is. This was the “Tin Man”’s budget—or a Jenga budget, if you will. We all know 
the game of Jenga: the blocks are pulled out and eventually the whole thing falls down, and that is the way this 
budget is structured. The building blocks upon which it is built are flawed. It is built on a dollar value of about 
96c to $US1, but at the moment the dollar is at about $US1.08, and there are a number of economists around the 
country who are saying that it is going to go even higher. Last night I heard an economist saying on the radio that 
the Australian dollar has been below the US dollar for the past 25 years, but for the previous 40 years it was well 
over the US dollar, so we have to take those sorts of things into account. But to return to the “Tin Man”’s 
budget—the “people’s budget”, as he called it—we have to ask: what was he trying to do? He was trying to buy 
himself a heart; he was trying to make it look as though he had a heart. We all know that the “Tin Man” does not 
have a heart, but he put $604 million into the non-government sector. Did it buy a single extra service throughout 
the state? Not one. All it does is give funding to NGOs to enable them to provide the services that government 
agencies are already delivering for the same amount of funding. 

The Premier then put upfront his increase in mining royalties. I do not have an issue with the government 
wanting to increase mining royalties, but the way it went about it, by bringing on this so-called war with 
Canberra, was designed to take the focus away from what this budget is really doing. This budget delves into the 
back pockets of every man, woman and child in this state and rips money off them, and it will rip money off 
them for many, many years into the future. Children who are very young today will still be paying for this 
budget when they are well into their working lives, and that is the reality of this budget. It has set up huge debt 
and huge additional charges of well over $1 000. Many of my colleagues over the past couple of days have 
spoken about the extra charges that have been outlined—electricity prices, water prices and Fire and Emergency 
Services Authority charges. Members who were here when the previous government introduced the FESA levy 
will remember the member for Hillarys, in particular, berating the then government for being so hypocritical as 
to actually place a charge on FESA; that is, taking it away from the insurance companies and making it a direct 
charge so that we could actually budget for it properly. He berated us for that and said that we would increase the 
levy, but what has happened since the Liberal Party came to government? The FESA levy has been increased in 
every one of this government’s budgets. It will continue to do that, because it is just another way of putting its 
hand in the back pockets of every man, woman and child in this state. 

I would like now to move on to my own electorate. Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the success of an 
organisation in my electorate that I was happily involved in setting up back in 2004. I refer to the West Coast 
Academy of Hospitality and Tourism. Following the closure of Carine TAFE, I chaired a committee set up to 
decide where to site the new academy; at that stage it was called the TAFE Hospitality Centre. We worked with 
representatives of the industry to figure out the best location for it, and we decided on Joondalup. We built it and 
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it opened in 2006. One of the recommendations of the committee was that it should be a centre of excellence for 
hospitality training, and I am pleased to announce that it was reported in yesterday’s The West Australian that the 
West Coast Academy of Hospitality and Tourism in Joondalup is the only training provider in Australia to be 
recognised by the prestigious World Association of Chefs Societies, which was established in Paris in 1928. The 
academy has actually achieved what we recommended it achieve—to set itself up as a centre of excellence in 
hospitality training. Over the past five years, the academy has won more than 150 awards, including the WA 
Oceanafest’s most outstanding training provider award, and the Australian Culinary Federation’s apprentice of 
the year award. Its facilities are second to none, and there is nothing like it anywhere else in the world. Australia 
is one of only four countries with the Western Association of Schools and Colleges education accreditation; the 
others are in Hong Kong, Malaysia and Ecuador. We are in very unique circumstances there. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I’ve eaten there with you! 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: The member has, actually! 

Around February I put in a pre-budget submission that included a number of items, one of which was the 
widening of the Mitchell Freeway from two lanes to three lanes between Hepburn Avenue and Hodges Drive. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: A very good move. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: Yes, a very good move, but, unfortunately, what did the government do? It thinks we 
travel only one way. It thinks that we only travel out of the city; it does not actually understand that we come 
into the city as well. It does not understand that people have to be on time for work in the morning. It is not good 
enough for people to be able to get home in the evening with a bit of extra time; they have to get to work on time 
as well. The truth is that the freeway begins to become congested from 5.00 am. If one wants to get to work on 
time, one has to allow an extra 45 minutes to 50 minutes. Last Thursday, on budget day, it took me an hour and a 
half to get from Joondalup to the city. The government is not proposing to put an extra lane in the southbound 
freeway. Yes, it has expanded the northbound freeway, and that is great, but that is not where the problem is at 
the moment. The member for Hillarys gets onto the freeway much further down than I do, and the problems start 
right back at Ocean Reef Road at 5.00 every morning, and it is still congested at 9.00 am. We really need a third 
lane all the way heading south, not just in the northbound freeway. 

In last Thursday’s The West Australian we saw the member for Ocean Reef and the member for Kingsley out 
there saying what a great thing the extra lane was; but it is half-baked. It is not the full job, and it is a shame that 
the member for Hillarys could not actually deliver for his electorate. It is a shame that the Treasurer did not listen 
to him and realise that these are the sorts of things that will lose the Liberal Party votes in the northern suburbs. 
The freeway has to be expanded both ways, not just one way. It cannot just do a half-baked job; it has to do the 
full job. It is not good enough; people will not accept it. When is the work actually going to start, and when will 
it be finished? I daresay it will be finished closer to the election—close enough to the election for me to keep 
reminding people how the Liberal government did only half the job. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: They will love it. I use it every morning and I never have a problem. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: The member never has a problem. Did he listen to what I said? The problem starts 
further north, not where he gets on the freeway. It starts at Ocean Reef Road. The other thing that we need to talk 
about is trains and buses in the northern suburbs.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: And boats! 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: I am coming to boats as well! Do not worry! I have it all covered! But I am talking 
about public transport at the moment—trains and buses. In my electorate, we have Edgewater train station. We 
pushed hard for quite a long time to get that station upgraded, because there was not enough cover. A large 
number of seniors use that station, and we needed to provide extra cover so that they would not get wet when it 
rains and they would not have to be out in the baking sun in summer. We pushed for that, and we got it. The 
upgrade has been finished for a month and a half or two months now. But the lift is still not operational. 
Therefore, elderly people have to walk up and down a big, long ramp, because they cannot manage the staircase, 
and the lift is standing there, idle. That is because the work was not properly planned and the workers are still 
waiting on a part. When I wrote to the minister’s office about this, I was told that the lift will be operational by 
the end of this month. But for the last two months, that lift has not been able to go up or down. How bad is that 
sort of planning? 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Will it be working in time for CHOGM? 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: It might not make it for CHOGM, but, then again, the CHOGM legislation might not 
make it in time for CHOGM, so who is surprised? I want to keep going, because I have a lot to get through and a 
lot of interesting things to say.  

In that same paper of last Thursday, there is an article headed “MP pushes for Educat bus”. Again, another 
Liberal member in the northern suburbs, Hon Michael Mischin, who does not have one idea of his own, has 
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jumped on my back for something that I have been pushing for, and he is complaining that there is not an Educat 
bus in Joondalup. He calls it an Educat. It is just a CAT bus. That bus services the Motor Industry Training 
Association of WA centre in the southern business district on Vanden Way. What did this government do as 
soon as it got into office? A CAT bus was running through the Edith Cowan University area, and past the council 
and the hospital. We added another CAT bus to take in Winton Road. We could have adjusted the route from 
Winton Road, when we had worked out the patronage, so that it would take in this training centre. But one of the 
first things this government did was say that we do not need that CAT bus, and it threw it out! Hon Michael 
Mischin is now saying, “I’m fighting for you! I’ve put it to the minister, and the minister has said no.” But we 
actually already had it, and one of the member’s colleague in the upper house, Hon Simon O’Brien, threw it out 
because it did not have the patronage! Of course it did not have the patronage in the first six or seven months of 
operation. It takes time to build up patronage. We need look only at the CAT bus that goes through ECU now. 
The patronage is at record figures. That bus does 40 000 or 50 000 trips. But the minister did not even give that 
CAT bus the time that was set up by the previous government—12 months—to see whether it was working. In 
denying that CAT bus to those people, the minister has denied people with mental illness. The CAT bus is how 
people with mental illness used to get from the train station to the Joondalup commercial centre, which provides 
critical services. Therefore, even though the government has given money to non-government organisations, it 
has hampered them by taking away services that these people need. It is really rich of this government to say that 
this budget is a people’s budget, when in fact it is a budget that is ripping the money out of people’s pockets.  

I have to move on, because I have a number of issues to raise, as I have said. The next issue is motorbike training 
on Queensbury Road, Joondalup. The licensing centre in Joondalup uses Queensbury Road as a test centre for 
motorcars. The motorcycle training schools also use that road. I get complaints on a weekly basis from the 
residents in that area, asking can I please do something about this. They start at 6.30 in the morning, and they are 
still going at 8.30 at night during the summer. Elderly people, and people who have retired, are living on those 
streets. They went there to live because they want to have a quiet life. But all they can hear up and down the 
street is the vroom, vroom of these people who are training. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: What was that? Vroom, vroom? How does that go?  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: The minister might think it is funny. I will put these motorbikes outside the minister’s 
house for a few days at 6.30 in the morning and see how funny he thinks it is then! 

Mr R.F. Johnson: I get hooning outside my house, don’t you worry! 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: These people have genuine concerns, and the minister is laughing at them. These 
motorbikes are going up and down the street every morning, doing figure eights and emergency stops, and it is 
because the licensing department is using that road as a test centre for motorcars and motorbikes. We have asked 
the licensing department to vary the routes. It tells us that it cannot do that—or it will vary the route for a little 
while, and the motorcars and motorbikes then come back and go up and down the street again. The issue of 
where these licensing centres should be located needs to be addressed. There are plenty of commercial areas 
where this testing could be done. The motorcycle schools would then go to those commercial areas. Winton 
Road is not that far away and it is not that busy with traffic. No-one is living there, so it will have very little 
impact. Why cannot the licensing centre do something like that? 

What we have also not seen in this budget is the Ocean Reef marina. The City of Joondalup, with funding of 
$700 000 from the former state government, engaged in the biggest consultation ever in the City of Joondalup to 
see whether people support a marina at Ocean Reef. It got back thousands of surveys in support of a marina. The 
City of Joondalup has had to downgrade that marina, because the government owns about 50 per cent of the land 
there. Nothing has come from the government to put that Ocean Reef marina in place. Did we see the member 
for Ocean Reef or any of the other members from up that way fighting for that? No, we did not. The people in 
that area were expecting that they would get a marina at Ocean Reef in the near future. But what will they get? 
They will get the waterfront project in the city. That will bring even more cars from the northern suburbs into 
Perth. That will block up the freeway even more. There are not enough trains on the line. As we saw in 
yesterday’s paper, even if the railcars are ordered now, it will take three and a half to four years to deliver the 
first train. In two and a half to three years, people will be packed into the trains like sardines again. There will be 
no point in people taking their cars down the freeway to the city, because the government will not be putting in 
an extra lane. How ridiculous is that? Where is the planning?  

Another issue is that the Minister for Education and the Minister for Training are not talking to each other. West 
Coast Institute of Training is bursting at the seams with students. It is using the former Australian Institute of 
University Studies facilities to take that overflow of students. There is no planning. There is no discussion 
between these two ministers to see whether the Minister for Education can hand over that facility to the Minister 
for Training so that West Coast Institute of Training can continue to deliver its services. It is on a knife edge all 
the time with the number of people who are at that facility. 

[Member’s time extended.] 
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Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: I want to talk now about the old Craigie High School site. The structure plan has been 
put out. Stockland and LandCorp are the developers. The structure plan shows an entrance and exit on the 
western side, coming out onto Camberwarra Drive, and another entrance and exit coming out onto Arawa Place. 
Those entrances and exits are within 200 metres of each other. The way structure plans are supposed to work is 
that there are at least two entrances and two exits. The effect of having the two entrances and the two exits so 
close together is that if there was a fire at the school, it would pose a risk to the people in that area. Another issue 
in that area is traffic. People who live in Albion Street, Camberwarra Drive and Arawa Place have come to me, 
and we have talked to the council about this issue, and the council is now undertaking traffic studies, because 
there is so much traffic in that area. There is a primary school, there is a church and there is an aged care facility, 
and buses are trying to get along these streets. If there was an issue with a fire or anything else, I can guarantee 
that the fire tenders would not be able to get in there. Camberwarra Primary School was also closed down. That 
was done under our government, with the amalgamation of Camberwarra Primary School and Craigie Heights 
Primary School. But we did not just close down that school. We built a brand-new school so that the students in 
Camberwarra would have the best facilities available, and they do—a $13.5 million school, opened under this 
government, but started under us. But the buildings on the old site have been left standing. They have been 
trashed. There is graffiti, and there are broken windows. I have raised that matter in this place previously. 
Nothing is happening. I am told that the buildings will be demolished by the end of June. What will happen 
then? Will the government do a proper plan and get proper feed-in consultation from the local community, or 
not? My guess is that we are probably not going to get that. 

The City of Joondalup has a number of projects that it would like to get funded. I mentioned some of those 
projects in my pre-budget submission. There is the cultural centre, and there is the Ocean Reef boat harbour, and 
there are number of others. However, because there is no funding from the government, the City of Joondalup is 
now putting up for sale community-purpose sites that were given—some as many as 30 years ago—to the city 
for free to provide facilities for the community in the future. They are lots 181 Rowan Place, Mullaloo; 200 
Quilter Drive, Duncraig; 766 Dampier Avenue, Kallaroo; 202 Kanangra Crescent, Greenwood; 147 Millport 
Drive, Warwick; 613 Pacific Way, Beldon; 671 Camberwarra Drive, Craigie; and 977 Burlos Court, Joondalup. 
These are all community-purpose sites. They are there for the people in the community and nobody else. They 
are not there for communities in other suburbs; they are there for that community. The City of Joondalup now 
wants to fund some of its projects by selling off those lots. The sites are roughly 2 000 square metres. My 
estimation is that with high-density housing the city could probably get 300 square–metre sites out of them, so 
that would probably be five sites at $200 000 each—namely, $1 million into the coffers of the city. Will that 
come back to those individual suburbs? The sites I am particularly concerned about are Burlos Court, Joondalup; 
Camberwarra Drive, Craigie; and Pacific Way, Beldon. They are sites in my electorate. I am told that up to 15 of 
these sites could be coming on the market. Why does the city have to resort to ripping from the community those 
community-purpose sites so that it can fund projects that the government should be funding? 

I return to an item for the Falcons West Perth Football Club that I put in my pre-budget submission to the 
Premier and also raised in this place. Great; the Premier went out and met with the Falcons. However, that is 
only because I asked a question of the Premier in this place and he was embarrassed because he is spending 
$14 million or $16 million on his beloved club, Claremont Football Club. He went out and spoke to the Falcons 
and gave the club $400 000. The club did not ask for $14 million or $16 million; it asked for about $6 million to 
build a clubroom where it could once again feel like it is a proper club in the Western Australian Football 
League competition. It is the only club in the WAFL competition that does not have its own clubroom. What did 
the Premier give the Falcons club? Congratulations to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: the Premier gave it 
$400 000. The Falcons West Perth Football Club will get a proper gym facility and a proper auditorium where it 
can review match-day tactics and things like that. Fantastic! However, it is well short of the $14 million or 
$16 million that the Premier is giving to his beloved Claremont Football Club, and it well short of the $4 million 
or $6 million that the Falcons club needs to build itself a brand-new clubroom so that once again the team can 
grow and grow. The Falcons West Perth Football Club is one of the best clubs in the competition, undefeated 
this year, and hopefully it will get to a point at which it will win the competition this year. It has won three times 
since it moved to Joondalup. I might say that it was the only club in the WAFL that went out of the central area. 
Subiaco, Claremont and Perth are all still in and around the central area. The Falcons West Perth Football Club 
went out to Joondalup and has done the hard yards, but what is it getting? It is getting a kick in the backside 
rather than a helping hand. It is incumbent on this government to support that club, as it supported Claremont, 
and give it the $4 million to $6 million that it will take to build the clubroom out there in the northern suburbs so 
that it can continue to deliver footy to young people out there. 

I will now go to another issue. With your indulgence, Madam Acting Speaker (Ms A.R. Mitchell), I will read 
into Hansard a letter that was sent to the Minister for Health’s office about school dental therapy assistants. It is 
outrageous that people in the dental area of the Department of Health seem to think that because 99 per cent of 
the people doing this job are female it is a second income for the family. They have said such things to these 
school dental assistants. If I read this letter, it will give a much better understanding of what they are feeling than 
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I could give in my own words. The letter is in the words of one of the school dental assistants, and with your 
indulgence, Madam Acting Speaker, I would like to read it into Hansard, because it is very important, although I 
know I should only paraphrase it. It reads — 

The feeling among qualified DCAs, that the $3000 qualification allowance will be removed when the 
GA5 is registered in The Industrial Relations commission at the end of May, is devastating and 
insulting. 

We have all undertaken a qualification to better ourselves, not to be a second income earner! There is 
no progression to a senior DCA from gaining the qualification and years of experience, and we are left 
to shrivel away at Level 1 for endless years with no recognition, while other Public Service Depts 
progress without qualifications. 

So here we are fighting for a measly $3000 allowance, which if correctly recognised would be Level 2 
… 

Who else could this happen to in this day and age, only women! We work hard with no complaining, 
we are an extremely cost effective Dept and probably the flagship of the Health Dept. But here our 
reward is a PAY CUT, with less recognition, honestly who else could this happen to? We really are 
neglected by all, but admired by the families we treat. 

As we have treated at least 70 – 80% of West Australian families, we have contact with an enviable part 
of the population. From the previous case, to gain our qualification allowance, the parents were very 
vocal. They see us perform under difficult situations, with no computers, no fax machines, little relief 
staff, but carry on with all smiles and nurturing, while we treat their most precious possessions! The 
petitions coming through at the moment, and the 2 metres worth from the previous campaign, are the 
passion from parents and patients who don’t want to lose this valuable service, and most certainly don’t 
want to see women down trodden and disrespected for their worth in the WA Public Service. 

Dr Hames, when in opposition, supported us in Parliament. Where is that support now? He now owns 
the title of taking it away! He clearly sees us as an easy target to cut spending in the health budget. We 
have been quiet in the past, but this is overstepping the mark, this has happened one to many times, we 
are unbelievably ANGRY and action will be taken to make sure every WA family knows. 

The School Dental Service still has no computers. Apparently not enough money from other sources … 
has been raised as yet. 

She is referring to the teen dental scheme. The service is $600 000 short and it is anticipated that it will get 
computers by 2016! The letter continues — 

We’re still the lowest paid, qualified staff in the Public Service. 

We have the highest number of skills for any Level 1 in the public service, by a huge margin, 

The qualification is still demanded....and still no recognition. To state a fact, it is extremely difficult to 
even attempt our skills with no qualification. 

We are still banished permanently to Level 1, with no progression. 

It still takes 12 to 18 months to gain a qualification, one year’s lost income, which for them is approximately 
$30 000 and at a cost of $1 200 to $6 000 for Certificate IV, depending on where they do it. The letter 
continues — 

If qualified and aged 18, it still takes 3 years to reach Level 1:1 and then another 8 years to get to Level 
1:8 — 

It has a minimum age of 29 years for a measly $24 an hour. It continues — 

Try and explain this to my current 18yo Tafe student, she can’t afford to work for the Govt with a 
qualification. 

The Health Dept obviously thinks qualified DCAs see this as an exciting career step! 

What is The Minister for Health going to do about this? Will it be left to the families of WA to protest 
and leave Gender Equity to be dealt with by a totally out of touch WA Government? 

All parents are being notified of this anomaly and they are angry, puzzled and disgusted as are your 
loyal DCA’s! 

Lost qualification allowance….NOT AGAIN….enough is enough!!! 

The letter is signed by that particular lady who has been talking to me for a number of years. The $3 000 
allowance came about because this lady came to me, and all the Labor members in the northern suburbs signed 
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the letter demanding that the then Minister for Health, Hon Jim McGinty, do something about it. His interim 
response—it was an interim response—was to give a $3 000 attraction and retention bonus. While that attraction 
and retention bonus was in place, steps were to be undertaken to include the assistants and take them up to level 
2. They are not asking to rise to level 5, 6, 7 or 8; they are asking to go to level 2—one level up! Their strong 
belief is that the only reason they cannot get off level 1 is that they are female; and they are getting that sort of 
comment from the health department. It is outrageous! Our children are our future; they are the most important 
thing. The federal Liberal member for Moore, Dr Mal Washer, has said how important dental care is, particularly 
for young people. The Minister for Health in this place, in answer to a question without notice today said it was a 
federal government responsibility. School dental therapy is a state government responsibility. It always has been 
and it always will be. These women, most of whom are in their 50s, are without the basic office instruments that 
we all have and would complain about if we did not have. These women have no computers, fax machines or 
answering machines. These women do not even have a backdoor that they can get out through if there is an 
angry parent. If the dental assistant has hurt a parent’s little darling, which occasionally could happen, they do 
not have an escape route. If a fire happens to be between the dental assistant and the door, they do not have an 
escape route. There was some block-in mentality when the Department of Health built the Craigie Heights 
Primary School and put in the school dental therapy clinic. The clinic was there when the Labor Party was in 
government. As soon as we get out, it was removed. What a disgrace! 

MR F.A. ALBAN (Swan Hills) [7.40 pm]: I rise to support the recent state budget, which offers unprecedented 
support to our most vulnerable and disadvantaged Western Australians through the $1 million social services 
package. The social services package will benefit many not-for-profit organisations in my electorate of Swan 
Hills. This budget is most welcome in my electorate, especially in the area of new schools, and I am grateful for 
the provision of air conditioning to my public schools.  

I will speak on the individual benefits the budget affords my electorate. I have no bad news, which is a bit of a 
surprise to the opposition. I am proud to be part of a government that says, “Yes, we will start the Perth–Darwin 
highway stage 1”. The Perth–Darwin highway is an important project for not only my electorate, but also the 
state.  

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: It is not necessary for the member for Mandurah to continue to call out.  

Mr F.A. ALBAN: I expect Labor members opposite to lobby the federal Labor government for its support for 
this project that the federal government refused to do. The need to plan an alternative route for the existing Great 
Northern Highway, which runs through the Swan Valley, has been recognised for a number of years by our 
federal member, Hon Judi Moylan; the City of Swan; my colleague Hon Alyssa Hayden; the Swan Chamber of 
Commerce; representative bodies in my electorate; and all my constituents. Those people have continually 
reinforced their support for and commitment to an alternative route for Great Northern Highway as the number 
one priority of my electorate of Swan Hills.  

Main Roads recently completed the planning for the Perth–Darwin highway stage 1 from Maralla Road in 
Bullsbrook to Brand Highway in Muchea, which is the northern part of this stage. We are very excited about 
that. In this budget the government has committed $8 million to commence the detailed planning to enable 
construction to commence as soon as funding is available. The scope of works involves the construction of 
31 kilometres of highway from Reid Highway in West Swan to Brand Highway in Muchea, which is largely a 
federal government funding responsibility. In addition to this commitment, the Minister for Transport, 
Mr Buswell, has today announced that a new set of traffic lights will be installed at the entry of this project at the 
intersection of Reid Highway and Lord Street. I will be a gentleman and admit that members of the opposition 
also spoke about this issue. I am not trying to take all the glory. To be honest, I was a bit amazed today when I 
met Hon Donna Faragher and she told me that she lobbied the former government with no success. The 
installation of this set of lights ensures that a very dangerous intersection is made safer. Further funding is also 
undertaken for the intersection of Drumpellier Drive and Gnangara Road. The member for West Swan is not 
here, but I know that she will be happy to hear that. That intersection is also on the alignment of the Perth–
Darwin highway. There will also be dual lanes from these traffic lights to Pinaster Road, which is the main entry 
to Ellenbrook. Dual lanes will alleviate bottlenecks and safety issues on Gnangara Road. I know that the member 
for West Swan is also passionate about fixing West Swan Road. I thank the minister today for his support of 
these projects and for taking time to visit Henley Brook Avenue. An opposition member mentioned that road and 
the upgrade of the intersection of Gnangara Road and West Swan Road, which is also necessary.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr F.A. ALBAN: The opposition members do not worry me at all, minister.  

We had another great win for my electorate and particularly Ellen Stirling Primary School. Former P&C 
president Larissa Flatters said publicly that, since the school opened in 2008, the P&C had lobbied the state 
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government for air conditioning in its school without success. In conjunction with my school community I 
commenced lobbying the Minister for Education early in 2009, which is two years ago. Other members also 
joined in—but I am pretty sure I was the first to lobby for that particular school—and the debate became 
statewide. There was a great result in this budget with $52 million for not only Ellen Stirling Primary School, 
which we first complained about, but also Arbor Grove Primary School, Ellenbrook Primary School and 
Ellenbrook Secondary School. The beauty is that my schools were thankfully in the first stage of the rollout. All 
state public schools have benefited from this campaign, and those that are without air conditioning, some 
480 schools, will also benefit. I am very happy for that to happen. The budgeting for air conditioning in schools 
is another great announcement and commitment from our state government.  

Another initiative that was announced today—a very small initiative, but very big for Ellenbrook—was the 
Aveley bus route. Members would have also heard an amount of campaigning on that issue. The new bus route is 
called route 337 and it was mentioned by our minister today during question time. Ellenbrook is already well 
serviced by one of the best public transport bus systems in the metropolitan area; every 10 minutes in peak time 
a bus leaves Ellenbrook and goes to the Bassendean railway station. The bus runs every 15 minutes in off-peak 
times. These are brand-new, low-floored buses. The low flooring is so that mums with prams can more easily 
access the buses. Elderly people also like the low-floored buses. This service connects the Ellenbrook 
community to the Midland–Perth railway line and the Morley shopping precinct via the Bassendean railway 
station.  

Another great initiative is the internal shuttle service, which travels to the two shopping centres in Ellenbrook. 
The shuttle service allows seniors and pensioners and young stay-at-home mums without access to cars to shop 
in our two shopping centres—Woodlake Village Shopping Centre and stages 1 and 2 of the Shops at Ellenbrook, 
in the town centre, which was recently expanded to 60 shops. What a difference in just over two and a half years 
of the Liberal–National government. We have extended shops and services and we are no longer under the 
shadow or threat of the covenant. In July this year this extensive bus service will be extended by route 337 to 
service my community of Aveley.  

The budget provides further benefits to my electorate. Announcements for my electorate include funding to the 
Swan River Trust to provide a new nutrients-stripping wetland in my electorate on the Ellen Brook. The budget 
allocates $15 million to the Mundaring Weir outlet upgrade stage 2. Another great initiative by our Minister for 
Tourism was the announcement of $60 million over four years for tourism. Hopefully that money will also 
benefit my electorate. Certainly the Swan Valley, Guildford, Mundaring and hills districts look forward to 
benefiting from that announcement. The minister made a further announcement only recently that I am pretty 
excited about. I travelled to China last year and I am well aware that only three per cent of the Chinese tourism 
traffic comes to the west. I was pretty excited when the minister announced that China Southern Airlines would 
fly directly to Perth three times a week commencing about October.  

There is unprecedented funding in this budget for both new primary and secondary schools in my electorate, 
namely the brand-new Aveley and Malvern Springs Primary Schools, which are under construction. The beauty 
of these two schools is that they will be completed with air conditioning, which was a concern. Another great 
success under construction that is about to be completed is the Bullsbrook District High School. Similarly, 
stage 2 of the Ellenbrook secondary school, with a cost of $25 million, is almost completed. What a great budget 
for my constituents in Swan Hills. 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Nollamara) [7.51 pm]: I rise to address the budget bill. I have previously congratulated 
the government on its decision to build the Reid Highway–Alexander Drive interchange and the Reid Highway–
Mirrabooka Avenue overpass, however, looking at the budget, I voice my concern that the people of Mirrabooka 
are being short-changed and request that the government recommit the money that it has drawn off the project. In 
the 2009–10 budget, the estimated total for the Alexander Drive–Reid Highway interchange was $72 410 000. In 
the 2010–11 budget the estimated total cost for the Reid Highway–Alexander Drive interchange was 
$47 656 000. The Minister for Transport then announced $30 million for Reid Highway–Mirrabooka Avenue 
overpass in May 2011, which was made up of the difference between the two sets of estimated costs for the 
interchange. In the 2011–12 budget, the Reid Highway–Alexander Drive interchange now has an estimated total 
cost of $40 618 000, and the Reid Highway–Mirrabooka Avenue overpass still has an estimated cost of 
$30 000 000. That leaves a difference of $1.79 million. I believe that that money should go to the people of the 
Nollamara electorate. Yet again the people of the Nollamara electorate are being short-changed. This is not about 
efficiencies that the government is gaining; it is about short cuts that compromise safety, as the existing four sets 
of lights near the Reid Highway–Mirrabooka Avenue overpass will not be modified to synchronise. Drivers get 
to a first set of lights at Balga Avenue, and when they arrive at the next set of traffic lights at the site of the Reid 
Highway–Mirrabooka Avenue overpass, there is another set of traffic lights. There is then a fourth set of traffic 
lights at the intersection of Yirrigan Drive and Mirrabooka Avenue, which is seen as a traffic black spot. That is 
because by the time drivers get to the fourth set of lights and have to stop yet again, after having already driven 
through three sets of lights, they do foolish and silly things that I would caution them not to do, but I can 



4020 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 25 May 2011] 

 

understand that they may be frustrated. Although the funding for the overpass is welcome, it will be an on-the-
cheap job, so to speak, and some things normally done with such a construction, such as the synchronisation of 
nearby traffic lights, will not be done. However, money is available to enable it to be done, to ensure that the 
area is well serviced and the intersection and surrounding areas are made safe.  

I, along with the rest of the opposition, voice my considerable concern over the increases in fees and charges and 
the cost of living. Under this government, the total bills paid to the state government by the average household 
have risen from $4 820 to $5 893 in just three years. This budget will see the average annual electricity bill rise 
from $963 to $1 515, a cumulative increase since the Barnett government came to power of 57.3 per cent. This is 
in addition to further increases in fees and charges, including for water. In my role on the Joint Standing 
Committee on Delegated Legislation, I sit at repetitive meetings hearing evidence about ongoing increases in 
fees and charges wrought by government departments. Not only do we have these large increases in fees, but 
every time we turn around there are other fee increases being applied to our community. These latter increases in 
fees are what I call surreptitious increases. Last night I spoke to a constituent, a level 3 public sector worker, who 
received a yellow sticker for a damaged headlight. Although she acknowledged that she had not noticed the 
problem and that it needed fixing, when she took her car over the pits, other problems were found that she 
needed to address. This woman now finds it hard to meet the costs of repairing her vehicle, given her day-to-day 
living expenses and the increased fees and charges for her vehicle, which included $87.40 for the first pass over 
the pits and $61.00 for the subsequent pass. Basically it was the pits, and something she felt should be covered 
by the taxes she pays. 

Then there is Lily, an elderly woman who lives in Dianella. On the day before Easter, Lily had her car stolen 
from her front yard. Lily reported the theft to the police immediately, and the following day the car was found. 
The police informed Lily that the car had been towed to the police yard for forensic testing and that she would be 
notified when she could pick it up.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms A.R. Mitchell): I ask the member for Wanneroo to please take a seat. 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: At no time was Lily given any information about how that process would happen and 
whether or not she would incur a cost. Lily was given no choice about this arrangement; she was merely 
informed that the car would be towed; she was not advised whether there would be any cost. One week later Lily 
was notified that her car was ready for collection upon a payment of $396. Lily was upset by this because had 
she been able to contact the RAC to have the car towed, as a member, she would not have received a towing fee. 
Of course, by that time it was too late and she was required to pay the tax invoice from AAAC Towing Pty Ltd 
for charges of $250 for towage, $50 for an after-hours levy, and $36 for GST, in order to take possession of her 
vehicle. Additionally, the towing pick-up address was not recorded, and nor was the number of kilometres towed 
detailed. For all Lily knows, the car could have been found one or 100 kilometres away from the police yard in 
Osborne Park. Despite being a victim of a crime, Lily found her car held hostage by the police until she paid a 
bill that had been accrued by the police on her behalf, and without her being able to organise for a free service 
through the RAC. When Lily arrived at the yard to collect the car, it was unfortunately so damaged that she 
could not drive it. When she advised the police that she would leave it there until she could get towing, she was 
told that there would be an additional $23-a-day storage fee. These are all examples of surreptitious fees. Keen to 
avoid an even greater bill, Lily immediately had the RAC tow the damaged car to a mechanic for free. 
Understandably, Lily feels upset that she not only had her car stolen, but also was disadvantaged by the police 
and the surreptitious costs that this government hits our community with every day.  

This is a daily occurrence for people in the electorate of Nollamara who are struggling to make ends meet, as we 
create a category of working poor. The recent Henderson poverty line for a family of two adults, one of whom is 
working, and two dependent children, is $803.79 per week. The minimum wage in WA is $587.20. In the 
Nollamara electorate the average wage in 2006 was $896. Allowing for wage price indexing, it would now be 
around $950. The average weekly earning for Western Australians is $1 484, but for those working in the retail 
or health sectors, that figure sits closer to $1 000.  

There are people who are working and struggling because of the cost of living and the poor affordability of 
housing, and we continue to punish them. Uniting Aid Inc in the Nollamara electorate has seen an increase in the 
level of debt for utility charges, in particular electricity. The agency runs a modest operation that assists many in 
the Nollamara community, but unfortunately it has the capacity to assist people only on Tuesday and Friday 
mornings, despite the demand for its services. It is funded by the federal Department of Families, Housing, 
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, Lotterywest, its own fundraising, and the generous contributions of 
philanthropists in our community. This means that although people will see the result of Barnett’s increases in 
household utilities and charges and the impact of this uncaring budget, they will see none of the $604 million for 
the community sector and none of the HUGS funding.  

Uniting Aid provides food and clothing to people in need and has seen a marked increase in demand as families 
struggle to make ends meet. Yesterday a family with young children with health problems presented to the 
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agency with a Synergy bill of $1 100. The service has recently increased its budget for assisting people with their 
electricity and gas bills from $300 in December to $500—that is, the total budget for the day, not per person. 
Clearly when people have bills as large as $1 100, Uniting Aid has to refer them to HUGS. 

Dr K.D. Hames: Over what time period would that be? Is that a two-month bill? 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I am not sure; I was not told about that. What I understand, too, is that when people get 
referred to HUGS, one of the difficulties is they cannot get financial counselling.  

Dr K.D. Hames: That is a big bill for two months. 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: Often what happens is that a lot of low-income people, as we know, buy energy-
inefficient products. I will go to that in a moment. Anyway, I am told this is not an unusual situation. Two or 
three families a week are referred to HUGS because they cannot be assisted by Uniting Aid. Remember, it 
operates only two mornings a week, and it is referring two or three people a week. 

Uniting Aid has identified that this is particularly an issue for newly arrived Australians, who do not understand 
that maybe a cheap electric heater or a cheap fan that they purchase to keep warm or cool leads to excessive and 
costly use of electricity. They often cannot afford gas heaters in their rental units. As we know, private rental has 
had increasing rents. In the January 2011 quarter, the median rent increased to $380. That represents a jump from 
19 per cent of median income paid on rent in 2000 to 26 per cent of median income paid on rent in September 
2010. We know that housing stress comes in at around that 30 per cent mark. These people are encountering 
enormous stress, and that is in addition to the utility bills. 

The agency has also had to work with people to increase their deductions to Centrepay, as the previous 
commitments have not been adequate to meet the costs of the increases in utility bills. Uniting Aid is 
encouraging people to increase their deductions from $10 to $20 per payment. This means that there is less 
money for other cost-of-living expenses. Increasing the HUGS payment is not the answer. Given that it is 
difficult to get into financial counselling, and given that HUGS is a one-off payment that can be made only once 
a year, it is clear that the hardship program needs something more. It needs something that assists people to 
reduce their consumption. 

It is clear that the hardship efficiency program offered by the Office of Energy also needs to be actively working 
with people to reduce consumption. The items that can be purchased with money from the scheme should be 
extended. At the moment it can be used to purchase only, as I understand, insulation—for which there is 
probably no longer as great a need—and fridges, but no other sorts of items. Those people who are granted 
funding have to show that they have hardship. It has to be certified by a financial counsellor. 

This brings me to the next point, which is that the decision on the feed-in tariff lines is completely 
counterintuitive. The government has raised electricity prices, so people want to meet their additional costs by 
reducing their consumption. One of the ways they can do it is through solar panels. While locals struggle 
desperately to pay their utility bills, the changes made in this budget will ensure that those on low to moderate 
incomes are priced out of generating their own electricity to provide some relief from the dramatic rises in utility 
bills since the Barnett government came to power. Cutting the feed-in tariff from 1 July 2011 will result in a net 
feed-in tariff reduction from 47c to 20c per kilowatt. In addition, the state government will close the scheme 
when the total capacity of renewable energy systems installed under the feed-in tariff scheme reaches 
150 megawatts. This means the feed-in tariff, the incentive for householders to install renewable energy systems, 
will end once the system has reached 150 megawatts. Currently, almost 70 megawatts of capacity have been 
accepted into the scheme. As a result of the cuts to encourage solar panels, a race is now on, and it is likely that 
this 150 megawatt limit will be met shortly. In fact, it may have already been reached given the outstanding 
backlog being processed. What then? Once we reach it, what is to be done with all the other people who rush 
towards the 1 July deadline? 

While we have high carbon coal-fired power stations running at 300 megawatts in Collie, 640 megawatts in 
Kwinana, 854 megawatts in Muja, 107 megawatts at Worsley Alumina and 416 megawatts at Bluewaters, we 
can have only a total of 150 megawatts in the Western Australian renewable energy scheme for householders. 
This is scandalous. For locals in the electorate of Nollamara, right now there is a smaller incentive to install a 
photovoltaic system. When the statewide system reaches 150 megawatts—one-third of the size of the average 
Western Australian coal-fired power station—they will be shut out of the market.  

The renewable energy scheme is a win–win. Photovoltaic systems allow householders to produce their own 
energy and sell it to an electricity supplier. This means that, for those who can afford it, the system not only 
diminishes their bill, but also puts carbon-free energy into the grid. In return, Western Australia gets renewable 
energy and a diminished carbon footprint.  

All this is in an environment of increasing debt. The government is taking from the people of WA now and 
intends to take from their children in the future to pay for its excesses. It is the ultimate baby boomers’ budget—
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spending the children’s inheritance. It is like this governments stance on addressing the serious issue of climate 
change; it is “Don’t do anything. Leave it for future generations.” And all the while the government says it is 
okay because it is going to pump $604 million into the community sector. 

I agree with the opposition leader that this budget is simply making a virtue of necessity and that this 
government has developed a begging bowl budget—one in which it has created the need and then has to fund the 
agencies that deliver the services. I worked as a volunteer in the community sector for a long time, and I 
welcome the funding for the community sector but I am concerned that it is not tied to workers’ wages. Frankly, 
the writing has been on the wall since the Queensland equal pay decision to increase workers’ pay by up to 
50 per cent. Since the determination to reclassify WA government sector workers—social workers, 
psychologists, therapists and counsellors—the review of this area resulted in a new pay scale for the specified 
calling positions and increased rates of pay by 13 per cent for entry-level positions, 10 per cent for middle-level 
positions and eight per cent for senior positions.  

The writing was on the wall in the Productivity Commission’s report of January 2010, “Contribution of the Not-
for-Profit Sector”, which states — 

A significant consequence … has been that wages have been squeezed to the point where many NFPs 
find it difficult to attract or retain professional staff … 

Recommendation 10.2 of that report states — 

… Australian governments purchasing community services need to base funding on relevant market 
wages for equivalent positions. 

The writing has also been on the wall since the establishment of the partnership forum as a result of the 
Economic Audit Committee in October 2009. It has definitely been on the wall since the establishment of 
Community Employers WA in late 2007. That is a group of non-government and not-for-profit community 
service provider organisations in WA that formed an organisation because staff in the community sector in WA 
were not paid fair and just salaries; because it needed a stronger and more meaningful relationship with 
government; and because it is unlikely that community sector organisation will be able to continue to provide 
certain community services with current government funding levels. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: It is clear that this funding decision was a necessity. This was not something that 
suddenly came out of the blue—that suddenly this government got a big heart. It had no choice. What the 
government has done very clearly is make a virtue out of necessity. It is something that it knew for some time. 
The government certainly knew, because there was an equal pay case. 

It is disappointing the Western Australian government did not make a submission to the Fair Work Australia pay 
equity case that took this issue into account. The government makes submissions to the Fair Work Australia 
minimum wage, it makes submissions to many things. The submission of Community Employers to the Fair 
Work Australia equal pay case detailed that the average weekly wages for the 36 000 staff in WA was on 
average 30 per cent lower than the average full-time equivalent weekly wage of the entire health and community 
services sector in Australia. The employers stated — 

The risk for the government sector is that, by underfunding organisations to provide services and pay 
staff a fair and just wage, they are failing to meet their social responsibility to the community of 
providing a level of service that truly meets the community’s needs.  

It also pointed out that the difference in base level salaries between public sector staff and the equivalent 
positions in the social and community services award in the community sector is up to 57 per cent, or $29 210 
higher. All these things would have been raised with the government, and it is interesting that that submission 
was not put in to the Fair Work Australia equal pay case. However, the government would have known from the 
Queensland case, in negotiations with the community sector employers and the application to Fair Work 
Australia in March 2010, that something needed to be done. Clearly, the issue of wages in the community sector 
is one of pay equity. That was also found to be the issue in the Queensland pay equity decision, in which, 
according to my notes, Commissioner Fielding stated — 

Arguably, the benevolence and commitment of the workers and unlikelihood of industrial action is 
assumed in government funding models … this situation would not be tolerated in predominantly male 
occupations or industries. 

According to my notes, the Fair Work Australia equal pay case decision in Queensland concluded that — 

… for employees in the SACS industry there is not equal remuneration for men and women workers for 
work of equal or comparable value of by comparison with workers in state and local government 
employment. We consider gender has been important in creating the gap between pay in the SACS 
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industry and pay in comparable state and local government employment. And, in order to give effect to 
the equal remuneration provisions, the proper approach is to attempt to identify the extent to which 
gender has inhibited wages growth in the SACS industry and to mould a remedy which addresses that 
situation. 

WA has a gender pay gap of 27 per cent. That is vastly greater than the 17 per cent in the rest of Australia, which 
is why tying the funding to wages in the sector is paramount. Community sector employers and others recognise 
that over 80 per cent of not-for-profit staff are female and that the low level of pay in the sector is a significant 
contributor to the state’s gender pay gap. 

The previous Labor government increased funding for disability sector workers’ wages by $33 an hour. It is 
therefore not without precedence that this money can be tied to what is needed in the sector for workers’ wages. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: What do you think the Fair Work case will deliver? 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I am not sure. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: It will be nothing like what we have delivered. 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: Nothing like what you delivered is what the Queensland case delivered over a period of 
time! I think it will deliver something similar to the Queensland case. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: It is a staged, delayed payment. 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I must continue. I noted in The West Australian that Stephen Kobelke, the chief executive 
officer of the — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You are lacking in generosity. 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I did congratulate you for it. However, I have worked in the sector and I believe that this 
is a pay equity issue, Premier. This is a pay equity issue and I have outlined the argument for that, and that is 
why it needs to be tied to wages. The decision is welcome, but it needs to be tied to wages. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: That is where you fail. You see it as an industrial issue and we see it as policy and 
compassion. 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I noted in The West Australian that Stephen Kobelke, the chief executive officer of Aged 
and Community Services WA, raised his concerns that the home and community care sector will not be 
beneficiaries of the welfare agency funding boost. I understand that this sector is not the only one to lose out, and 
that the increase will be in addition to the regular adjustments for already funded bodies. One can only assume 
that the many on-the-ground agencies and small agencies which deliver vital services, such as Edmund Rice 
Centre and Uniting Aid, will not benefit from the increased funding. I certainly hope that they do benefit, but if 
they do not, it may leave them exposed to the determination of Fair Work Australia in its equal pay decision. 

In addition, it is still unclear whether the integrated service centre at Koondoola Primary School, one of the 
important community services in the area, will continue to be funded beyond 30 June. The Premier knows that 
the integrated service centres were established in 2007 through a collaborative partnership between the Office of 
Multicultural Interests, the Department of Health and the Department of Education. Direct services are provided 
by the health department through Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service and Child and Adolescent 
Community Health Service, and the education department. Funding was provided by the OMI and the Premier’s 
department agreed to manage the funds until the funding ends on 30 June 2011. 

According to my notes, the Minister for Health stated in a letter that — 

The Departments of Health and Education are supportive of the Integrated Service Centres and the DoE 
is seeking to obtain recurrent funding for the two existing ISCs, plus expansion to establish additional 
ISCs. 

I understand from the agency that it is patiently waiting to hear whether it will be funded and I call on the 
government to make the funding available given the contract finishes on the 30 June 2011. 

As I understand, the government, through the Economic Audit Committee, has announced its intention to shift 
services to the non-government welfare sector and other services. This is privatisation by stealth and the Premier 
should be ashamed of his statement in the budget speech that the care provided to those with disabilities—I note 
that in his speech the Premier mentioned only disability—is done better “than employees of a large bureaucracy 
will ever do”. 

This denigrates the good work of public servants such as the Disability Services Commission, which employs 
approximately 1 800 people, many in individual projects. Activ Foundation employees 1 445 staff and has 1 050 
employees with a disability. Therefore, the idea that bureaucracy exists only in the public sector is simply wrong. 
A contemporary definition of bureaucracy is a system of administration distinguished by its clear hierarchy of 
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authority, rigid division of labour, written and inflexible rules, regulations and procedures, and impersonal 
relationships. Bureaucracy is not something quarantined to the public sector; however, the difference in the 
public sector is that we can address the issue and the delivery of services is transparent and subject to freedom of 
information laws and the proper payment of wages. 

Speaking to people in my electorate, they believe the essential services of government should be delivered by 
government. It concerns me that when we debated the public sector reforms, the Premier stated in Hansard, in 
response to repeated questions, that the delegation of power in the amendments was not to be used as a cover for 
privatisation or contracting. The Premier stated that although it gave the power to do so, it was not the 
government’s intention to do so. The Premier accepted a comment from the Leader of the Opposition that the 
role and work of a child protection worker could be delegated to a large non-government organisation, but said 
that it was not the government’s intention to so delegate. I call again upon the government to ensure it will not 
privatise by stealth the workers in the public sector.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: I am confused. Do you support the funding or don’t you? 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I support the funding. I think the funding is great. I do not believe that any government 
services should be shifted into the non-government sector. 

Given that this is in the budget, it really is time for the government to reveal its agenda. I dispute Gareth Parker’s 
article in today’s The West Australian that Labor is inventing a supposed Liberal privatisation agenda; there is 
nothing supposed about. The evidence of it is in the budget papers and in the government’s actions, including the 
infringement notices and the speed camera tender, Fiona Stanley Hospital, Midland Hospital, Mundaring water 
treatment plant, Department of Housing maintenance, outsourcing of not-for-profit entities for affordable 
housing and title transfer, outsourcing of motor vehicle licensing centres, proposed legislation to allow 
privatisation of parole and probationary services, and the privatisation of TAFEs. 

I also note the cautionary tale of the chair of the Curtin Graduate School of Business Research and Development, 
Al Rainnie, in The West Australian on Monday, 23 May. The crux of his research showed that the move to 
contract out services results in undercutting by each agency, which undermines the voluntary sector and 
threatens the viability and quality of the service.  

I experienced this in the community legal sector when the Howard government introduced competitive tendering 
for funding in the community legal sector. In many states it resulted in a bid-to-the-bottom that reduced services 
as organisations bid to retain services for the lowest price. It ended in competition that did not deliver to the 
consumer. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Did you support Labor’s privatisation in energy? 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: No. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You do not support it? 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I do not support privatisation.  

Al Rainnie identified that similar moves in Britain resulted in a move away from the community-based, not-for-
profit sector to a profit-based sector. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You had better tell your leader. 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I am not aware that they privatised it; they split it up. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Exactly what you are saying. If you are saying shifting a function from the government sector 
to the private sector is privatisation, that is exactly what happened in energy under the Labor government. 

Mr M. McGowan: You are being tricky. 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: Yes; the Premier is being very tricky with his words and is trying to undermine me. I do 
not support privatisation, Premier. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Then tell your leader that. 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I have told my leader that. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Did he listen? 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: Absolutely. And we brought a bill into this place to stop the privatisation of hospitals, 
and it was the member speaking, the Premier, who voted against it. The people in the community do not believe 
in privatisation of essential services; I do not believe; the people in the community do not believe.  

Something that recently happened in the northern suburbs that I also do not agree with is the delivery of the 
humanitarian settlement funds, which have gone to the not-for-profit sector. The outcome in that federal 
government area was that the in-touch Metropolitan Migrant Resource Service lost its funding to a profit-based 
agency—PVS Workfind. 
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According to my notes, Al Rainnie stated that — 

The first step is to palm off the responsibility to the already overworked and under-resourced 
community sector. Then it is only a short hop to the multinational Sercos of the world and risk services 
in the process. 

That is not what our community wants; that is not what our community should get.  

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [8.19 pm]: Last week I had the privilege of spending some time with years 5, 
6 and 7 students from Roseworth Primary School in my electorate. I was asked to speak to the students about my 
role as a member of Parliament. The students’ considerable knowledge of our system and the role of the 
respective tiers of government was very impressive. I want to take this opportunity to commend the efforts and 
enthusiasm of their teachers—Travis Carter, Glen Purdy, Mark O’Mara and Anna Keunen.  

I asked the boys and girls to think about and write down what they considered to be the issues confronting their 
neighbourhood and what would they do if they were Premier for a day. All in all, the answers were thoughtful 
and well considered. I preface my summary of the responses by saying that the students were unprompted by me. 
The wish list was varied and quite extensive, ranging from measures to eliminate graffiti and violence to 
expressing concerns for the care of sick children to wanting more equipment for front-line police and 
firefighters. Another wanted to ensure greater mobility for seniors through access to gophers and, yet another, 
greater legal sanctions for arsonists. Others wanted a change of speed limit on freeways. Another wanted 
assistance for flood victims, another to save trees and water, and a few wanted to improve the amenity of the 
local area. A couple wanted to combat animal cruelty. Other responses included wanting to assist people with 
disabilities; to provide underground power; to install traffic lights at dangerous corners; to enforce drug laws; to 
help victims of crime and to have stronger sentences imposed; to ban the wearing of T-shirts with offensive 
language; to eliminate racism; to provide greater resources for schools; and to provide healthier food for kids. 
Others were concerned about the implications of the improper use of Facebook. One student was concerned 
about the future of coalmines, which is dear to the member for Collie–Preston’s heart. Another expressed 
concerns as to how refugees were treated. Others wanted better hospitals. Another complained about the 
treatment of Aboriginals; some about grocery prices. Another brave soul was an advocate for wearing full school 
uniform. Another, interestingly enough, expressed concern about police shootings. One wanted the establishment 
of fire brigades in every suburb. A couple of students expressed concern about smoking and the dangers of 
passive smoking. A couple wanted more facilities for elderly Western Australians. A couple mentioned 
government addressing drink-driving. Another wanted the installation of cameras in local parks. Others were 
concerned that roadside crosses were a distraction to drivers. Some wanted more activities for children. Others 
thought increasing the price of cigarettes would deter people from buying them. There was a response about 
wanting better treatment for prisoners. Others, rather adventurously, wanted a change in school hours—
obviously for shorter hours. There was another response about the age at which persons can obtain a driver’s 
licence, and one about making parks more kid friendly.  

This is a rather long preface but I want to provide scientific veracity to what I will now talk about. By far, the 
most common response from students related to ensuring people had somewhere to live, a home of their own, 
and that that home be properly maintained. Students also expressed concerns about the many homeless people in 
our community. The other most common response to the question “If you were Premier for the day, what would 
you change?”, that these very savvy nine to 12-year-olds focused on was the burden of the cost of living on 
families and how government needed to take measures to ease this burden. They cited the cost of fuel, electricity, 
food and taxes as being too high, and that this placed a real drain on families. On the off-chance that my 
colleagues opposite think I am gilding the lily, with the indulgence of the house I will read out some responses.  

In terms of housing, Darious, age 11, said he would like to help people who are homeless and get them into a 
house by making the builders build more homes. Matthew, age 10, said he would give homeless people clothes, 
money, toys and $50. He would put their children in school and give their parents a job. Dionne, age 10, would 
help poor people by giving money and selling them a cheap house. He also suggested selling cheap fuel and 
building more schools. Jordan, age 12, would give people houses with no asbestos. Courtney, age 11, said she 
would change housing units to make them bigger and do it so that children had somewhere to play. Jennice, 
age 11, said she would help the homeless people get homes. Gemma, age 12, said if she was the member of 
Girrawheen, she would get more people to build more houses for homeless people. These are some responses 
from young people who live in my electorate.  

In terms of household taxes and charges, Dylan, age 11, in year 6, said he would change the bills because people 
have complained a lot about bills because they cost too much. Mariah, age 10, said she would change taxes 
because some people are struggling with money because they do not have enough money for food and support 
for children—even help with bills. Jamie, age 10, said he would change the bills. He would do that by lowering 
the bill money by $50 to help people who are suffering; for example, someone fighting to pay the bills. He said 
lowering the bill money would help. Lisa, age 12, said she would change the law because the bills of government 
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cost too much. Braden, age 11, said he would help people by giving them money for water and gas bills. Leanne, 
age 11, said all parents who look after children need more money to look after them because some parents who 
do not receive family allowance are struggling to survive on their weekly pay cheque. Kathleen, age 11, said she 
would change the expenses of electricity and gas instead of making it more expensive for people who cannot 
afford the bill. Finally, if Sarah, age 11, was Premier for the day, she would change the prices of food so people 
can get more food because some people are struggling with being able to have a happy and easy life.  

It is not much to want—a happy and easy life. I make this point rather laboriously to indicate that if the message 
can get through to nine to 12-year-olds, surely it can get through to this government as well. It saddens me that 
children of this age realise their parents and carers are struggling. It also saddens me that children this young 
face the harsh reality of realising that many people have inadequate or no housing. They also already appreciate 
how fundamental affordable housing is to people’s lives.  

The issue of affordable and social housing is a concern to a great many people in my electorate. I watch with 
interest the implementation of the government’s new affordable housing policy. Part of the reason I believe there 
is such high demand on Homeswest housing is the state of the private rental market. Many of the practices 
adopted by agents are unconscionable. For example, I refer to the prevalent practice of receiving bids for a rental 
property or the practice of $100 application fees. If people search for a house in a very competitive market, they 
sometimes have to make concurrent applications at five or six premises and produce a sum of $100 each time. 
That is certainly a very hard burden for many people in lower income brackets. We will soon be debating the 
Residential Tenancies Amendment Bill 2011, and, frankly, I hope that there will be some tightening up of the 
provisions on the fees that agents can be paid. This is a major problem, and the number of reports I get about 
what I call unconscionable conduct by private leasing agents is too high.  

I have also had numerous complaints come into my office about the lack of maintenance of Homeswest houses 
and the lack of a timely response to sometimes serious maintenance calls. One of my constituents had to wait 
two weeks for her lounge room ceiling to be fixed after it had fallen in. Maintenance, clearly, is a huge problem 
that needs to be addressed. The contract with Transfield has been an absolute disaster and needs to be remediated 
very promptly.  

The next concern in my electorate is the lack of police presence. Despite the government’s rhetoric, more and 
more police seem to be either tied up with paperwork or are not there. A 24-hour station such as Joondalup, for 
example, is down five officers a shift, which is totally unacceptable. 

The third issue that has arisen in my electorate in recent years is that of vacant school sites in that the 
Department of Education has failed to move swiftly to convert and develop the vacant land. I am on a committee 
that is currently looking into this issue, so I do not want to say any more, but it is unacceptable in areas where 
land is in demand. In one particular case the notification that the school was going to be closed was received in 
something like 2005, it closed in 2007, and then the school was finally demolished last month. That is 
unacceptable, and it will probably be 2013 before any buildings are on that site. 

In terms of the so-called law and order budget, there is really not a lot to talk about because it was pretty 
lacklustre and did very little to back up the tough-on-crime rhetoric for which this government is well renowned. 
Treasurer Christian Porter devoted a whole four lines of his 16-page budget speech to police, and I think that 
reflects that the Barnett government’s priorities lie elsewhere. I think that, coupled with the shameful attempt to 
erode fundamental and hard-fought-for conditions in its industrial relations agreement negotiations, shows the 
obvious reality that the Barnett government does not value our police. I must say, also, that a similar approach 
has been taken in the negotiations with the firefighters’ union, and the government seems hell-bent on removing 
the special conditions particular to the occupational demands of those unique jobs. The government seems to 
want a once-size-fits-all approach to the negotiations that will remove the conditions that were fought for over 
many years. It is very unfortunate that things such as work–life balance will be very much affected, and I think 
that speaks volumes about whether this government really values our police and firefighters. The budget is not 
reflective of the increasing demands on police services in Western Australia generated by the growing 
population and the specific pressures of the mining boom. The community is increasingly fearful of crime, and 
concerned about the lack of police and the escalating alcohol and drug-fuelled violence.  

In order to deflect criticism that I am being negative, I should mention a few highlights of the budget—I do 
stress that there are only a few. I welcome the additional moneys for the police assistance centre, which has 
suffered in recent times because the volume of calls has been much larger than anticipated, due, I think, to the 
acute underestimation of the number of calls from the regions after the decision had been made to transfer those 
calls through to the central police assistance centre. I also welcome the additional two alcohol and drug buses 
and the recurrent expenditure for the provision of staff running costs for those buses. I believe that now that we 
have these two buses, that should enable greater deployment in the regions, which is, of course, where the 
majority of fatalities occur. The Liberal Party’s election promise was two drug buses, but they have suddenly 
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transformed into breath and alcohol buses, so I will just be teasing that out of the minister during next week’s 
estimates hearings. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: And I cannot wait for you to do that! 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Good. 

Funding for the community safety network, which used to be called the regional radio network replacement 
program, will be ongoing, which I welcome. The bad news is that I think the total rollout is still some years off. 
In fact, from the answer to a question on notice I asked, I know it will be rolled out region by region, and it was 
indicated the total rollout might be achieved by 2016. I think there needs to be some remedial measures in the 
meantime to ensure that this rapidly deteriorating, unreliable and substandard communications system can 
function.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: The budget papers also contain reference to furthering the district police hub model; the 
other side of the coin to that is that suburban stations will close. We will, of course, be asking the government to 
clearly indicate its plans for the next five years and which suburban stations are about to go.  

I welcome the money for a new Mundijong Police Station. The old one is in a dilapidated state; we have 
certainly been calling for its replacement for some time.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Did you know I was calling for that when we were in opposition? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I note that this allocation is out of sync with the general philosophy of police hubs that are 
being established elsewhere, and I wonder whether political considerations come into that decision.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Absolutely not. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: It is inconsistent with the broader hub policy.  

The budget contains a large provision for information communication technology, which reflects the increasing 
number of breakdowns, inadequacies and failures in systems in recent times. I believe that these investments are 
fundamental, but I think it is just as important, if not more so, to value and invest in personnel. I am very 
concerned that there will be no marked improvement in funding for the Government Regional Officers’ Housing 
provision for regional police officers. Those officers were recently slugged with rent rises on existing 
accommodation, and elsewhere it is scarce or not available at all. The National Party leader, Brendon Grylls, has 
broken his 2008 election promise and is in denial that this lack of support acts as a disincentive to police serving 
in the regions.  

Mr D.T. Redman: No, he’s not. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: The member says he is not in denial. We asked him a question about it last week and he 
denied it.  

Mr D.T. Redman: Is this about support for police in regional Western Australia?  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: It is about the lack of GROH acting as a disincentive for police officers to go to regional 
Western Australia.  

As we have heard on numerous occasions over the past few months, there have also been numerous increases in 
a range of household expenses such as electricity, gas and water, which I think puts further pressure on police 
and families throughout Western Australia. The budget includes police fee increases of between three per cent 
and eight per cent, presumably for such things as firearm licences, security licences and police clearances.  

Mr D.T. Redman: Did the police talk to you about their district allowances in regional Western Australia?  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: There were no district allowances in the south west or the Gascoyne. Other than in the 
Kimberley and the Pilbara, the level of district allowances does not meet officers’ needs. 

Mr D.T. Redman: There has been a substantial increase.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Not in other than the Kimberley and the Pilbara, minister. The minister should stick to his 
other portfolios.  

By and large, this budget reflects Minister Johnson’s failure to prosecute with the Treasurer the full needs of WA 
Police.  

There is one local issue that I particularly want to concentrate on. This may seem a minor matter. In this place 
these days we talk about hundreds of millions of dollars and billions of dollars. It may seem rather petty and 
small to talk about Warwick Senior High School in my electorate not having a bus. But that is a real problem for 
that school. One of the paradoxes that we have in politics is that sometimes it is easy to get a large project up, or 
to get a large grant for a project, but the little projects, such as getting a bus for a high school, tend to confound 
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us. Warwick Senior High School, which has a specialist sporting program, does not have a school bus. There are 
only 520 students at this school, so it receives a lesser income to run the school educationally, and it has little 
spare money for extras. Therefore, the capacity of that school to pay for a bus is clearly limited. There has also 
been a decrease in the income of the P&C, due to fewer contributions by parents to the P&C levy, and a lack of 
volunteers to work in the canteen. The declining enrolments at the school also mean that less income is available 
for the P&C from the canteen and the uniform shop. The P&C has been advised by its auditor that it is 
overcommitted and needs to cap some of its expenditure. For example, last year the P&C spent $7 000 on bus 
rental costs, and another $8 000 was spent by the school. Therefore, the capacity for sporting teams to travel 
from the school is very limited. The cost for the hire of a small bus for the school is limited to $200 per journey. 
Given the economic status of many of the students at that school, applying user pays is very difficult, and 
attempts to get parents to ferry the students to sporting matches has been unsuccessful. In some cases, a round 
trip of less than 10 kilometres in a bus has cost the school $200. That means that the opportunities for students to 
engage in outdoor education are limited, and the leadership opportunities of taking kids to various young leaders’ 
forums, such as the Joondalup City Youth Council and student council camps, are also limited. This has a huge 
impact on the capacity of the school to run its specialist programs, and its netball and Australian Football League 
programs. The school is obviously keen to continue and foster all those activities.  

I need to note that a number of surrounding colleges have more than one bus. It is very unfortunate that Warwick 
Senior High School is missing out and is incurring a cost of about $15 000 a year for a bus. Ashdale Secondary 
College has one bus. Balcatta Senior High School has two buses. Balga Senior High School has four buses. 
Carine Senior High School has two buses. Duncraig Senior High School has one bus. Girrawheen Senior High 
School has one bus. Greenwood Senior High School has two buses. Mirrabooka Senior High School has two 
buses. Wanneroo Senior High School has one bus. So why is Warwick Senior High School missing out? Why 
are the students at that school, particularly in its specialist programs, being hampered in their development and 
educational opportunities by the absence of a bus? 

The second local issue that I want to talk about is the freeway extension. Yes, we welcome it. But, as the 
member for Joondalup has said, it is half-baked. It is only half of the freeway. Constituents of mine who have to 
travel south to the city in the morning find that if they get on the freeway at Hepburn Avenue after about 6.30, it 
is, to use the old cliché, a car park most of the way into the city. So that extension of the freeway will not 
markedly improve the situation in the near future. Of course, behind the problem of congestion is the fact that 
many people have to travel to the central business district by car, because there are very few buses in my 
electorate that run east–west, which is a major problem. The trains are full to capacity. Some parts of my 
electorate are a considerable number of kilometres away from the train stations. That all conspires to increase car 
usage as well, thereby further blocking up the freeway. Therefore, although the extension of the freeway might 
be part of the solution, it is not all of the solution. I therefore urge the Minister for Transport not to rest on his 
laurels on this matter.  

Another matter that I want to mention in the context of the budget is the increase in the road trauma trust fund 
contributions from speed and red-light camera fines. I congratulate the Minister for Police on the decision that 
100 per cent of speed and red-light camera fines will now go to the road trauma trust fund. I should indicate also 
that I did have a bill drafted to that effect, so I have spared the minister the difficulty of having to oppose a bill 
that in his heart of hearts he actually supports. With that extra revenue—which we will also go into in 
estimates—there needs to be greater transparency about how that road trauma trust fund money is allocated. The 
road safety outcomes that are expected to be gained by that expenditure need to be more clearly delineated and 
more precise. At the end of the day, the funding is still way short of what is required to fund the Towards 
Zero road safety strategy. I had hoped that I would not need to keep repeating my comments about how the 
Towards Zero road safety strategy is unfunded. It is now partially funded. But the funds that will be acquired 
through the road trauma trust fund will be substantially less than what will be needed to fund the Towards Zero 
strategy.  

The final matter that I want to mention is yet another increase in taxes and charges. That is the emergency 
services levy. In three years, the ESL has gone up by a total of 31 per cent. This year, it will increase by 5.59 per 
cent. The minister justified the increase last year by saying that the increasing demand on our emergency 
services, be it fire, flood or cyclone, and the recommendations of the royal commission into the bushfires in 
Victoria, all mean that FESA has had to spend more money across the board. That is fine. However, there is not 
a lot of transparency about how those funds are deployed. Local governments have complained to me that people 
are unhappy that their council rates have gone up. There is not enough transparency or nexus between the 
imposition of that levy and people knowing how those funds are spent. Hopefully, the Ellis and the Keelty 
reports that will be coming out shortly on the Roleystone–Kelmscott fires will address the ESL and how those 
funds are spent. There needs to be greater clarity to make sure that some of those funds are not leaked or diverted 
to purposes that, like the road trauma trust fund, are indirectly related to only the creation of safer and more 
resilient communities.  
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MR P. ABETZ (Southern River) [8.44 pm]: It gives me much pleasure to give my support to the government’s 
budget for 2011–12. Budgets are always a difficult thing. But I believe that this budget is not only a responsible 
budget but also a historic budget. It has struck a new balance between providing strong economic management, 
and building infrastructure, and at the same time addressing the needs of the more vulnerable members of our 
society, who are finding things tough, at a time when most of us are reasonably well off.  

I am pleased to be part of a government that has shown by its financial allocations that it supports the many 
hundreds of not-for-profit organisations that are working hard every day to deliver services and care to those 
most in need of assistance. Many of these organisations, such as Anglicare and Centrecare, YouthCARE and 
Relationships Australia, have a large network of service centres and are active also in my electorate of Southern 
River. Support for the disadvantaged, for families and for seniors is the centrepiece of this year’s budget. Many 
families in the expanding electorate of Southern River are first home buyers, while others are second or third 
home buyers who are usually a little more established financially. More than 70 per cent of households in my 
electorate have children, and often a hefty mortgage. Among the seniors are residents of the three modern 
retirement facilities in my electorate. 

In my previous role serving as a pastor, I had the opportunity to be well acquainted with the plight of the 
economically disadvantaged. I am therefore pleased to see that the needs of struggling families have been 
addressed in very practical ways. The hardship utility grant scheme has now been increased to $10 million, and I 
think the allocation of $5 million a year for the junior sports program is a brilliant move. The seniors cost-of-
living rebate increase by some 40 per cent—allowing an extra 4 500 seniors in the state to apply for a Seniors 
Card—is a very positive move. Although it will not impact directly on the electorate of Southern River, I am 
delighted to see the investment of $5.4 million towards building a night shelter for homeless men in the central 
business district. Having been involved for many years in the fight against drug addiction, I am also encouraged 
that I am part of a compassionate government that is making a large investment in accommodation for people 
dealing with drug and alcohol, mental health and other disability-related issues who cannot be catered for in the 
usual way. Naturally, all of us would like more assistance to be provided to the needy in our community. 
However, it is important to balance the long-term management of the state, which is the foundation of our 
ongoing prosperity, with the immediate needs of the socially disadvantaged. 

For the working people in my electorate, there are some very welcome items. I am delighted that the electorate 
of Southern River will receive $3 million for additions and improvements to local schools. It includes 
$1.5 million for the new Campbell estate preprimary centre and $426 000 for capital works at Excelsior Primary 
School. The $52 million rollout of funding for air cooling for all schools is very welcome. The former arbitrary 
line on the map that delineated which schools got cooling and which did not resulted in two schools in my 
electorate not qualifying—Ranford Primary School and Canning Vale Primary School. I am pleased to say that 
those two schools will be in the first rollout of air conditioning, which means it should be in place before next 
summer. Undoubtedly, this will have a major impact on both students and teachers, and will contribute to a 
better learning environment for our teachers and students. 

There are some very practical things in the budget for ordinary people. An extra lane on the freeway between 
Leach Highway and Roe Highway will save at least five or 10 minutes of residents’ daily travel time to the city. 
The 45 more railcars to be provided will be a welcome addition for those who have to squeeze onto a train at 
Murdoch. The extra buses and the extra funding for bus services will be very welcome in my electorate. I am 
looking forward to some announcements in the near future about exactly what that will mean for my electorate. 
While a railway station at Canning Vale is not in the forward estimates yet, I can assure my constituents that I 
continue to make representations to government to not forget to keep on the horizon this important project worth 
$235 million or thereabouts. I remind the other side of the house that Labor had decided to sell the land reserved 
for the three railway stations. One of the first things I did as a new member of this house was visit the then 
Minister for Transport with the Mayor of Gosnells and the CEO of the City of Gosnells, from whom we received 
an undertaking that the land would not be sold. Had Labor won government, there would have been no chance of 
ever getting the railway line through Canning Vale; but thanks to the Liberal–National government, there is a 
real possibility it will happen. 

Funding to the tune of $541 million for the contingent construction of Fiona Stanley Hospital will also benefit 
many residents in Southern River. This world-class hospital will be situated on South Street, which is only 10 or 
15 minutes’ drive from my electorate. Most residents will find this a very welcome service. 

There are other issues in my electorate. There is a major traffic snarl at Nicholson Road roundabout. Work is 
underway on that and I am sure there is some funding somewhere hidden away in the budget to address that 
issue in the not too distant future. 

Ms J.M. Freeman: You hope! 

Mr P. ABETZ: I am ever hopeful! I am sure I can twist the arm of the minister responsible for Main Roads to 
somehow make that happen. 
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Another big issue in my electorate, which is not related to the state but which I will mention, is the abysmal lack 
of broadband facilities in a modern, new suburb in Southern River—Harrisdale. It is just outside my electorate 
and there is no broadband availability there. 

Ms J.M. Freeman: Will the NBN fix that? 

Mr P. ABETZ: Yes, in about seven years’ time! 

Ms J.M. Freeman: So, what you need to do is get the NBN early into your area. 

Mr P. ABETZ: Yes. The problem is that the NBN is actually the reason why internet service providers are 
refusing to invest. That is part of the frustration. 

Many constituents in the Southern River electorate have considerable concerns relating to law and order. 
Fighting against crimes, hoons and antisocial behaviour is often the number one issue raised with me. All of 
them applaud this government’s decision to fund upgrades to police stations, police cars and communication 
equipment throughout the state, as well as the decision to invest $60 million in new databases and software to 
track and catch criminals. 

For the small business sector, I am delighted that our government has taken positive steps towards the 
appointment of a Small Business Commissioner. I believe that the appointment of the Small Business 
Commissioner, although it appears budget-wise to be a budget-neutral step, is certainly a wonderful 
complementary function to the measures I propose in the Franchising Bill 2010. I believe that the Small Business 
Commissioner will serve a very useful role in the franchising sector as well, and will help to resolve some 
disputes in a low-cost manner. 

Some of my constituents have queried why we as a government cannot do more since we are forecasting a 
$412 million surplus and strong surpluses every year for the following four years. I explain to them that our 
budget surplus is only a forecast; that, if achieved, our borrowings will be reduced; and that it is not as though 
there is a pot of money sitting in the corner of a Treasury building at the end of the year. 

The media tends to gloss over it, but the reason we have had to increase utility prices again is because of the 
legacy of the former Labor government of this state. When I point out to my constituents that, despite tariff 
increases, the state will still pay an operating power subsidy of $1.1 billion over the following four years and that 
freezing electricity prices would increase our state debt by almost $2 billion, their response is: “How do you 
manage to do so well in the face of such odds?” People do recognise that they need to pay for the cost of 
electricity, and I am delighted that HUGS has been increased to provide additional assistance. 

In summary, I am delighted with the budget and I am pleased to commend the bills to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House). 

House adjourned at 8.58 pm 

__________ 

  


