
 

 

Legislative Assembly 

Wednesday, 16 February 2011 

                 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams) took the chair at 12.00 noon, and read prayers. 

ACTING SPEAKER — APPOINTMENT 

Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): I advise that the member for Scarborough, consequent on her 
appointment as parliamentary secretary, is released from the office of Acting Speaker. I also advise today that I 
have appointed the member for Kingsley as Acting Speaker for the remainder of the present session.  

PAPERS TABLED 

Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house. 

BURMESE CONSTITUTION AND ELECTIONS 

Removal of Notice — Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): I advise that private members’ business notice of motion 2, notice of 
which was given on 25 November 2009 and renewed for a further 30 sitting days on 11 August 2010, will be 
removed and will not appear on the next notice paper. 

SIR ERNEST HENRY LEE-STEERE, KBE — CONDOLENCE 

Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.04 pm]: On behalf of the government, the Parliament and the 
people of Western Australia, I wish to record our sincere regret at the passing of Sir Ernest Henry Lee-Steere, 
KBE, on 9 January, aged 98. My sympathy and our deepest sympathies are extended to his family.  

Sir Ernest Henry Lee-Steere was born on 22 December 1912 at 52 Mount Street, Perth, one of six children to Sir 
Ernest Augustus Lee-Steere and Bridget Yelverton O’Connor. I think she was the daughter of C.Y. O’Connor. 
Following in his father’s footsteps, Sir Ernest was educated and boarded at St Peter’s College in Adelaide. There 
he was awarded the Neville Swift Cadet Award for top cadet, and elected house captain. Returning to Western 
Australia, Sir Ernest worked on the family’s stations, first as a jackeroo, and by 22 was managing all three 
family stations: Belele Station, Chilimony Bowes in the Murchison and the historic family home at Hawthornden 
near Toodyay.  

In World War II, Sir Ernest served as a captain in the Australian Army’s Imperial Forces Army–Air Liaison 
Group. He served in the Pacific with the Royal Australian Air Force’s Beaufighters flying support for the Z-
force. Tragically, his two brothers died serving their country. It was during training that Sir Ernest met and 
married his wife Jessica Venn. The couple had two sons, three daughters, 19 grandchildren and 12 great-
grandchildren. Following demobilisation, Sir Ernest returned to assist his father in the management of the Lee-
Steere properties and the family’s other consuming passion—horses. As a polo player, Sir Ernest represented 
Western Australia. As an owner and breeder, he watched the Lee-Steere red colours flash past the winning post 
many times. Their greatest success was the stallion Eurhythmic. At the time Eurhythmic retired, it was the 
greatest stake winner in Australian history. This passion for horses underpinned Sir Ernest’s careful 
administration as Chairman of the Western Australian Turf Club between 1963 and 1984, a period viewed by 
many as the golden age of racing in Western Australia. Between 1959 and 1971, Sir Ernest also served as the 
President of the Pastoralists and Graziers Association. During this period he more than doubled the size of the 
membership, opened numerous branches and oversaw the name change to the Pastoralists and Graziers 
Association from the original Pastoralists Association.  

In 1972 Sir Ernest Lee-Steere was elected Lord Mayor of Perth. During this period he opened the Perth Concert 
Hall and worked with then Premier Sir Charles Court on saving His Majesty’s Theatre from demolition. In 1987 
his contributions to civic life, racing and agriculture were recognised when he was made a Knight Commander 
of the Order of the British Empire.  

I wish to take this opportunity to record in this house the notable life of Sir Ernest Henry Lee-Steere, a truly 
remarkable Western Australian. In his latter years in life he lived in my electorate in Swanbourne and I would 
occasionally see him in the morning at Swanbourne Beach, where he would arrive in his bathrobe. He swam 
actively, right into, I imagine, his early 90s. From my few encounters over the years I found Sir Ernest-Lee 
Steere to be a true gentleman, almost of a bygone era, and a very fine Western Australian.  
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WEST KIMBERLEY YOUTH JUSTICE SERVICES 

Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Corrective Services) [12.08 pm]: It is with great 
pleasure that earlier this month I had the privilege of travelling to Broome to officially launch the new West 
Kimberley Youth Justice Services in my new role as Minister for Corrective Services. These new services are 
early intervention and prevention services designed to take young people who are starting down a path that leads 
to a life of crime, and point them in a new direction, to nip any criminal behaviour in the bud and stop young 
people from entering a downward spiral of offending. 

The youth justice services are part of a four-year, $43 million project, funded through royalties for regions, that 
will result in services being set up across the Kimberley and the Pilbara. The services that are offered through the 
program include: an outreach youth and family support service to offer support and advice to families whose 
children have been given police cautions or are beginning to show antisocial behaviour; an extended-hours bail 
service to keep young people out of custody after arrest; emergency bail accommodation to support bail if no 
responsible adult can be located; dedicated juvenile justice teams to make young people accountable for their 
actions and give them opportunities to make reparation to the victims of their crimes; and, psychological 
assessments and interventions for young people involved with the service.  

The West Kimberley Youth Justice Services are modelled on the similar services available in the Mid West, 
Gascoyne and Goldfields, which have proved to be an outstanding success. Since the opening of those services 
in 2008, about 380 families have sought help from either the youth or family support services and only one 
young person eligible for bail has been remanded in Rangeview Remand Centre in Perth. Police cautions across 
the regions have increased by 77 per cent, and police referrals to juvenile justice teams have increased by 62 per 
cent. Overall, juvenile justice team referrals have increased by 45 per cent and completion rates have more than 
doubled.  

The importance of diverting young people from the formal justice system cannot be overstated. For young 
people, not being held in remand means that they can stay in their local community and remain engaged with 
school, employment and their families. For the general public, community safety is improved because of the 
drop in the youth crime rate, and for police, more officers are freed up for front-line duties. Following the launch 
of the West Kimberley services this month, the East Kimberley services will commence in Kununurra in April 
and the Pilbara services in Port Hedland in July. I am looking forward to the opportunity to also launch those 
services.  

PROFESSOR DAVID DOLAN — CONDOLENCE 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [12.11 pm]: I wish to make a brief ministerial 
statement regarding the death of Professor David Dolan on 7 December 2010. I am saddened to report to the 
house the sudden loss of David Dolan, board member of the Heritage Council of Western Australia, vice-
president of the National Trust of Australia (WA) board and professor of cultural heritage at Curtin University. 
Professor Dolan’s contribution and commitment to heritage in Western Australia spanned many years. In a wide-
ranging professional career he held the positions of curator and manager of collection development and research 
at Sydney’s Powerhouse Museum; international expert assessor at the Australian Research Council; and director 
of the Nolan Collection Gallery at Canberra Museum. For the past 15 years Professor Dolan was employed at 
Curtin University as the director of the Research Institute for Cultural Heritage. He established the cultural 
heritage course and taught most of the heritage professionals working in Western Australia today.  

Professor Dolan’s expertise extended to cultural heritage management, for which he drew upon his long and 
wide-ranging professional experience. He authored countless reports, conservation plans and interpretation 
strategies for heritage places, museums and galleries in Western Australia. Professor Dolan’s commitment to 
heritage extended beyond Western Australia; he addressed international conferences and was a guest lecturer in 
South Africa. He is also recognised as a published author and contributed to international journals. His extensive 
knowledge has influenced the direction of Western Australia’s key heritage organisations on both policy and 
practical levels. He served as a councillor of the Heritage Council of Western Australia from 1996 to 2001 and 
again since 2005. He was a councillor of the National Trust of Australia (WA) since 1995, the trust’s chairman 
from 2001 to 2007 and its vice-president since 2007. Professor Dolan was also the deputy chair of the Australian 
Council of National Trusts from 2003 to 2004. He was a member of the maritime archaeology advisory 
committee of the Western Australian Museum, a trustee of Fairbridge Western Australia, a director on the boards 
of AusHeritage and the Australian Prospectors and Miners Hall of Fame and a member of the heritage tourism 
reference group. 

The arts and cultural community has lost a strong advocate for and leader in heritage. Professor Dolan was 
known for his extraordinary generosity, sense of humour and love of learning. I am sure his influence and legacy 
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will continue into the future. On behalf of the government and people of Western Australia, I extend my deepest 
sympathies to his wife, Christine, and family. I acknowledge Christine’s presence in the public gallery today. 

PREMIER’S STATEMENT 

Consideration 

Resumed from 15 February on the following question — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [12.15 pm]: Western Australians do not need a 
speech from the Premier to understand that this state has a big future. Western Australians understand that there 
will be tremendous economic growth in this state by virtue of the resources that we all own, the expertise of our 
population and our location in the world. Every Western Australian deserves their fair share of this prosperity. 
Too many people are already missing out, and too many more people are going to lose out in the future. This 
government does not care enough and does not have enough capacity to take the lead on fairness and the legacy 
that every Western Australian should receive from this period of tremendous economic growth.  

For this state to progress, big investments need to be made in our infrastructure. Just as importantly, the right 
choices need to be made on which infrastructure projects to invest in. For Western Australians as individuals to 
benefit, we need government leadership on the cost of living, local jobs and truly public services delivered by 
people directly employed in the public sector. I now go to the first of those requirements: the infrastructure 
program. I see a number of significant problems in this government’s approach to infrastructure. The first 
problem I see is that the government is focusing on pet projects and pork-barrelling while it ignores the needs of 
basic core infrastructure that is fundamental to our economic growth and to providing benefits for ordinary 
Western Australians.  

Let me go first to the question of the electricity network. I have raised this issue in debate after debate because I 
know from experience what can happen years down the track if there is underinvestment in the electricity 
network. There is underinvestment in our electricity network. The Economic Regulation Authority goes through 
a process to approve the tariffs for access to and use of Western Power’s electricity network. Part of that process 
requires the Economic Regulation Authority to make a determination on what is the actual level of efficient 
investment in the network. In layman’s terms, that is the level of investment that is justifiably required. There is 
a significant gap between what the ERA has determined as the level of investment required in the network for 
the period between 2009–10 and 2011–12 and what the government has provided. Leading up to the midyear 
review, that gap was $646 million. In the midyear review, another $123 million was provided. We still have a 
very significant gap in investment over those three years of more than half a billion dollars—$523 million.  

Those people who are interested in the development of the Mid West—the iron ore industry, which will require 
large amounts of energy for processing, and renewable energy—should pay particular attention. A big part of 
that gap is the government’s failure to progress with the plan and the funding that it inherited for the Mid West 
transmission line all the way from Pinjar to Geraldton. I am very concerned about this issue. I warn the 
government that unless the government steps up to the mark on the level of investment required, there will be 
increasing problems with the electricity network, including more blackouts and increased fire risk. I am not 
saying that these events will occur tomorrow, next month or even next early year, but they will occur in due 
course if the government does not invest in the electricity network to match the level of economic growth that 
the state is expected to experience.  

I want now to turn to another set of core infrastructure needs—roads and rail. Yesterday, during question time, 
the Minister for Transport waxed lyrical, or attempted to wax lyrical, about the government’s commitment to 
road projects. It is also traditional National Party policy to focus on big investments in roads. It is a mark of the 
complacency of the National Party. It is a mark of how much it is relying on a single slogan, royalties for 
regions, that the National Party appears to have abandoned its traditional focus on the size of the investment 
program into roads.  

The total investment in roads and rail for two four-year periods, including a four-year period when we were in 
charge and the four-year period that we are in the middle of with this government, is significantly different. 
From 2004–05 to 2007–08, Labor spent $2.76 billion on road and rail projects in the state. Looking in the budget 
papers at what will be spent on road and rail by this government between 2010–11 and 2013–14, we can see it 
will spend just $1.03 billion. That is a cut in capital investment on roads and rail of $1.7 billion. Where is the 
Minister for Transport with his hairy-chested declarations in this state? Where is the National Party on its 
traditional focus of concern—transport investment? Where are they? 

A member: Bali! 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Bali is where the leader is. But where is the National Party in policy terms? 

Where is the government on investment in transport links in the south west of the state needed to support south 
west economic growth? I went down to the south west. I was very, very impressed that six local government 
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authorities had agreed on a common plan to promote export growth from the south west. They called it the roads 
to export program. It involved the Coalfields highway and the Bunbury ring road. It involved improving the rail 
link between Brunswick and the Bunbury port. It involved the diversion of the Preston River. That program, by 
and large, has not been supported or even argued for by the state government. It has not been supported with a 
single dollar so far as I can see, and, in terms of government submissions to the federal government for funding, 
only a tiny proportion of the roads to export program has been argued for. The government is not putting up its 
own dollars and the government is not asking the federal government or arguing for the federal government to 
invest. 

There is going to be phenomenal economic growth in the south west. We have big opportunities in the south 
west. Growth will be chopped off; jobs will be lost to the south west. To the extent that some of that growth goes 
ahead without those transport links, the constituents of the member for Collie–Preston, and other people living in 
the south west, will find increasing congestion and increasing social problems associated with growth under-
supported by the investment in infrastructure that is the responsibility of the state government. 

We should not see a focus on pet projects or on pork barrelling spreading the butter thinly across the state when 
key economic requirements for the core infrastructure program are not being met. 

The third problem with the infrastructure program is that it is all talk and no action. It is all announcement and 
no construction. Yesterday, we had the sixth announcement about the waterfront—six announcements and not a 
single piece of construction. Construction is not due to start until next year. Large elements of the project that 
had been boasted about as key elements of the project are not funded. We hear about the project. What do we 
hear about it? We hear that it is going to have a very significant Indigenous cultural centre. If it is to live up to 
that claim, that Indigenous cultural centre will cost hundreds and hundreds of millions of dollars. The 
government has not only not provided a single dollar for the Indigenous cultural centre, it is saying only that it 
will make an announcement about that project at an unspecified time in the future. Even the cable car, which has 
been boasted about, is not in the funding. That is six announcements. No construction started yet and key 
elements of the project not yet funded. I was invited yesterday by the media to talk about the details of the 
project and whether I agree with the details. I think that we have moved beyond that. Western Australians are 
sick and tired of debate about the detail of waterfront developments. They just want to see the government 
actually do something. They do not want to hear talk about it any more. They want to see construction start. 

Equally, if we look at another project, the government has made nine announcements about the Perth Museum. 
Nine announcements! There is no prospect of the museum actually being built. It is just talking about it over and 
over again. The Perth police complex is still a hole in the ground. When it filled up with water we wanted to call 
it “Lake Johnson”, Mr Speaker! However, it is still a hole in the ground. How many announcements — 

Mr C.C. Porter: Because it is deep? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: It is actually a pretty shallow lake, I think, and a bit salty. 

How many announcements do members think the government has made about the Perth police complex? Six! 
There have been six announcements about the Perth police complex and no effective construction. And the 
children’s hospital? Five announcements about the children’s hospital and it is still a long way into the future. 
No construction! What we have is a government that is very long on announcements and very short on action. 
The Emperor still has no clothes on these important projects. If the Emperor wants to demonstrate that he is 
indeed clothed, he has to get on and make sure that hospital is built.  

In the meantime, the Emperor has been very busy with his colleagues opening Labor projects. And are we not 
proud of those Labor projects, Mr Speaker? Let me run through all the Labor projects that I can discover have 
been opened by this government: the Geraldton foreshore; the cattle saleyards in Manjimup; the Coral Bay water 
treatment plant; the Murray health centre; increased bed capacity at the Bunbury Regional Prison; the Mitchell 
Freeway extension; the comprehensive stroke service at Swan District Hospital; Bletchley Park Primary School; 
Kelmscott Train Station refurbishment; licensing centre in Willagee; Woodman Point boat launching ramp; 
Goldfields youth justice services; upgrade to Broome Regional Prison; police and courts complex in Harvey; 
emergency department at the Armadale–Kelmscott Memorial Hospital; Atwell College, stage 1; Fitzroy Valley 
District High School; Madeley Primary School; Perth–Bunbury Highway; women’s precinct section of the 
upgrade to the Broome Regional Prison; Kingston Primary School; Dalyellup College; Manea Senior College; 
Wyndham District Hospital refurbishment; Ashdale Secondary College, stage 1; Perth Modern School upgrade; 
Geraldton Southern Transport Corridor, Stage 2; Karratha Senior High School year 11 and year 12 facility; 
Lockridge Primary School; construction for Muchea saleyards; Somerley Primary School; Safety Bay Primary 
School; Bannister Creek Primary School; Craigie Heights Primary School; Hudson Park Primary School; Mt 
Barker K–12 campus; Rockingham hospital redevelopment; Mandurah entry road; Greenwood Primary School; 
Roseworth Primary School; the state theatre; Deanmore Primary School; Wattlegrove Primary School; Comet 
Bay College, stage 2; Karratha Primary School replacement; Ellenbrook Secondary College, stage 2; Aubin 
Grove Primary School; Makybe Rise Primary School; and Tapping Primary School. 
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That is a very significant list of Labor projects. 

Mr M. McGowan: Did you mention the state theatre? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: I have mentioned the state theatre. 

That is a very important list. It may not be a comprehensive list. But I am sure that the Premier and his 
colleagues have enjoyed cutting the ribbons on each one of those Labor projects. The point is this government 
will have more of those projects on which to cut the ribbons.  

Next: the Fiona Stanley Hospital. I set aside the money in a legislatively protected account for the funding of that 
hospital. When this government came about, it found an account with all the money for that project—the money 
was set aside in a legislatively protected account.  

The Harvey District Hospital redevelopment, the widening of the Marble Bar Road, the Bunbury port access 
road, the Mandurah community health centre, the deepening of the Fremantle port inner harbour, the Kalgoorlie 
courthouse, the redevelopment of the Joondalup Health Campus, the Carnarvon police and justice complex, the 
rectangular stadium, the Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital, Oakajee port and rail and the $34 million Broome waste 
water treatment plant were in Labor’s budget and forward estimates. It is a good thing I set aside the money for 
that.  

Point of Order 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, yesterday the Premier was heard in silence. He is not extending the same 
courtesies to the Leader of the Opposition. Yesterday he said some controversial things. I ask that he and the 
members on the government benches extend the same courtesy to the Leader of the Opposition that was 
extended to the Premier.  

The SPEAKER: I think it is a very reasonable request and I would hope that members on both sides would 
allow the Leader of the Opposition to be heard in silence.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: There is a saying in politics that the opposition always gets to open your bridges. I am simply 
reflecting on the fact that so far what we have seen from this government’s infrastructure program is a lot of 
announcements but no construction on its own projects and a lot of openings on our projects. Thankfully, some 
of our projects that we set aside money for are being proceeded with. There are serious unmet needs in the 
government’s infrastructure program. There are huge opportunities for this state that the government refuses to 
take up. We have talked about two of those already. One of them is the Roads to Export program in the south 
west. I cannot understand why the government pays so little attention to the south west. I cannot understand why 
the government does not value the contribution that the south west makes to our economy. I cannot understand 
why the government will not support growth and jobs in the south west by investing in a program that all the 
local south west government authorities that are relevant have agreed on. Is it not a significant local achievement 
to get everyone signed up to a common infrastructure program in the interests of the entire region? Normally we 
would expect some tension between those local government authorities but they have signed up and we cannot 
get the government to invest in it. Amazingly, we could not get the government to argue for it when it put in 
submissions to the federal government.  

I have spoken about the Mid West transmission line. If this is not proceeded with urgently, the member for 
Geraldton’s region and the industries in that region are going to suffer. The iron ore industry will suffer. 
Magnetite needs a lot of energy for processing. The renewable energy industry will suffer. I think the member 
needs to be more active publicly in putting the pressure on his government to do something about this Mid West 
transmission line.  

The other project that we have talked about in this house that I do not understand the Premier’s reluctance on is 
an integrated electricity grid in the Pilbara. It will be a magnificent opportunity for the state if it is picked up. It 
might not require a huge amount of public investment. It does require leadership and commitment from the 
Premier, yet so far we have had only disdain and contempt for this very important project. Why should the 
Pilbara not be left with a decent, modern integrated electricity grid from this period of tremendous growth? Why 
should junior miners not have their capital requirements eased by having access to an electricity market instead 
of having to provide their own power stations on an ad hoc single basis? Why should third parties that can 
generate electricity with less carbon emissions not be given the opportunity to do that in the Pilbara? Why should 
we not have more gas-fired power stations in the Pilbara? Why should we not have more solar thermal power 
stations? Once we have an electricity market, why should we not then have electrification of the iron ore railway 
lines? Why should we not have electrification of the mines? If we had that sort of vision and that sort of 
investment, we could have not only a major national development project in this state and a major regional 
development project but also the nation’s biggest greenhouse gas abatement project. We could have something 
that would be a symbol to the nation and the world of how Western Australia grows sustainably and in an 
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environmentally responsible manner. All it needs is government leadership and commitment; all it needs is 
government vision, and we have not had that from the Premier. What we have had from the Premier is irrational 
decisions. We have had the irrational decision to substitute public money for private money in the Oakajee port 
development. I cannot understand why government members are accepting the opportunity cost of $680 million 
of public money being spent on that development when the private sector said it would do that. How many 
projects do members opposite have in their electorates that would benefit from $5 million or $10 million or 
$20 million of government investment? Why do they not ask the Premier whether they can have some of that 
$680 million for their electorates and their infrastructure needs and let the private sector do what it said it would 
do right from the start; that is, build the Oakajee port, have it run by the Geraldton Port Authority and have the 
common-user assets gifted to the state. There was nothing wrong with that arrangement but the Premier wanted 
to put his own stamp on it, just like he did in the 1990s in his failed first attempt at the Oakajee project. The net 
result is $680 million that could be used on other projects that is not available.  

Thinking about all these problems, I think we need a state infrastructure strategy. We need a plan and a vision 
for the infrastructure of this state over one or two decades. The government knows that a lot of the work has 
been done. It would not take a lot of additional effort for this government to build on what Labor did and 
produce such a plan. I know why the government does not want to do that. If it produces a plan, it is held 
accountable. If it produces a plan, it cannot pork-barrel without having to explain why. If it produces a plan, it 
cannot have a pet project without having to explain why. Is that not a good thing? Do we not need more rigour in 
our infrastructure investment program? Do we not need more accountability in our infrastructure investment 
program? Would it not be a good thing if there was a plan that did not bind us as politicians but against which we 
could be held accountable if we chose to deviate? If we had a good argument to deviate from the plan and that 
argument stood up to the public, so be it, but it would put the pressure on to stop the pork-barrelling and the 
focus on pet projects. It would put the focus on the core basic infrastructure—the grunt infrastructure that we 
need investment in to grow. The problem with the core basic infrastructure is that it is not necessarily very sexy 
and it does not necessarily get a headline to announce that a substation or a transmission line is being built. We 
get more headlines if we build something that is different. But we will suffer if we do not have that investment in 
the core infrastructure.  

The other thing I want to draw attention to is the very important contribution that the federal government is 
making to the state’s infrastructure program. A total of $2 billion of federal money has been committed to the 
state’s infrastructure program. That is a very significant commitment. We got nothing like that from John 
Howard’s government. Basically, Tony Abbott would have taken away significant elements of that investment. 
Let me run through it: Great Eastern Highway upgrade, $180 million committed by the commonwealth; the 
gateway project, $480 million; the grain freight rail network, $135 million; and Northbridge Link, which the 
Premier boasts about so much, $236 million of federal money. A total of $339 million went into the Oakajee 
port. I think the money should be spent elsewhere but the federal government went along with the Premier’s 
priorities. It think it was a wrong decision on both counts. Also, $195 million was allocated to support the Ord 
stage 2 project; $255 million for the state rehabilitation centre as part of the Fiona Stanley Hospital project; and 
$180 million for the Midland health campus. Those projects add up to $2 billion of federal government 
commitment to our infrastructure program. Thank the Lord that we have a federal Labor government prepared to 
invest in Western Australian infrastructure. If Tony Abbott had won the last election, we would not have that 
support for this government’s infrastructure program.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: Do you still support the mining tax? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: This is separate from that issue, Premier. This is money that has already been committed, 
apart from that, to this government’s infrastructure program. There is an issue here for the Premier. I do not think 
the Premier sufficiently recognises the importance of that investment or gives sufficient credit to the importance 
of that investment. I do not think the Premier takes the appropriate action in federal political debate to ensure 
that that investment continues. He should be pulling Tony Abbott into line by saying, “Mr Abbott, you’re not 
supporting Western Australian infrastructure with the approach that you are taking.” What the Premier does—I 
support him on this—is point out to other states and to the commonwealth that we do not get our fair share of the 
GST. That is an argument that I advanced when we were in government. I got very little response from 
John Howard and Peter Costello, I might say, but we all, as Western Australian politicians, need to advance that 
argument. The argument is notable for the hide and hypocrisy of the Liberal Party. This was a Liberal deal. In 
1999, Peter Costello and Richard Court signed up to the GST-sharing arrangement. This was our big opportunity 
to overturn horizontal fiscal equalisation and do something to protect Western Australia’s future. The Liberal 
government of the time missed that opportunity. The now Premier was part of that cabinet budget committee. 
They were so enthusiastic about the GST that they were prepared to do whatever it took to assist Peter Costello 
to get it in. They missed the opportunity to protect the future of this state’s own revenue. We have a Liberal deal 
that Liberals are campaigning for Labor to change. That is what we have. John Howard would not change it, 
Tony Abbott will not change it, but the Premier is campaigning for the Labor Party to change it. I object to the 
Premier’s positioning in which he tries to convince our public that only Liberals care about Western Australia’s 
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share of the GST. On this side of politics we care deeply about Western Australia and its rights. We care deeply 
about our share of the GST. We think it is unfair. We do not think it is a Liberal versus Labor issue; it is a 
Western Australian issue. We should be bipartisan on it and we should recognise that governments of all colours 
federally have not been responsive enough to Western Australia’s concerns. We should recognise that the big 
opportunity that was missed was missed when the Premier was on the budget committee of the previous Liberal 
government. It went along with the GST and did not care enough about the future of the state  

There is, however, a link to the infrastructure program in the argument that I have just put; that is, we may not 
get the resolution of the GST issue that we deserve and require. Although the federal Labor government is not to 
blame for the deal in 1999, because Labor was in opposition—state Labor is not to blame for it either because, in 
1999, we were in opposition—it is the responsibility of the federal Labor government to do something about this 
issue. I preach to my federal Labor colleagues the deep resentment that Western Australians feel about the GST 
share and the need for the federal government to take responsibility and do something to redress the issue, even 
though that government is not to blame. The fact is, though, it is already doing something to redress the issue. 
That is what that $2 billion in federal government investment in our infrastructure is about. There is a big 
consolation prize to the GST argument—if we cannot get a change to the GST share, we can nevertheless 
leverage, out of our justifiable argument, more and more federal investment into our infrastructure. It was not 
given to us by John Howard, it would not be given to us by Tony Abbott, but if we press hard enough an 
outcome of the GST argument will be that we will get even more investment from federal Labor into the 
infrastructure program. I urge the Premier to factor that into his strategy. I say to the Premier that we are 
prepared to work with him on a bipartisan basis to pursue this issue of our GST share. If the Premier wants me to 
come to Canberra with him to argue this issue, I am very prepared to argue it with Julia Gillard, Wayne Swan, 
and all the other people. I will join him in an approach for a better share of the GST. I want the Premier to also 
recognise that part of the strategy should be to leverage even more federal government investment into our 
infrastructure.  

Let me now turn to the leadership that is required to make sure every Western Australian gets a fair share of our 
prosperity, that every Western Australian wins from the mining boom, and that we protect those Western 
Australians who are possibly threatened by that boom. The government first has to address the question of utility 
costs. There has been a 46 per cent increase in electricity prices in two years, a 30 per cent increase in water 
prices, a 30 per cent increase in gas prices, and all sorts of additional taxes such as the waste levy and the 
increase in the emergency services levy. The government has been reaching deep into people’s pockets. It is 
hurting. It is hurting not just the pensioner, the unemployed person or the single parent, it is starting to hurt 
working families even when there are two incomes. Members opposite know that this is the case. If members go 
to a parents and citizens association meeting, a school fete or a sports club and talk to people about electricity 
prices, water prices and gas prices, they will hear ordinary working people say, “My bill was $700.” Others will 
say, “You think that’s large—look at my bill!” People are hurting. The government has to recognise that. How 
can we be in such a rich state and yet have such fierce cost-of-living pressures delivered by the government onto 
working people in this state? How can we have that? In a rich state, we must be able to do better to protect 
families from these fierce increases in the cost of living. We are saying to the Premier: enough is enough. In the 
middle of winter there were pensioners frightened to turn on the heating because they were worried about their 
electricity bills. We are going through a very hot summer. Ordinary Western Australians who are working hard, 
contributing to our state, our economy and our society, are frightened to turn on the air conditioning because 
they are worried about what electricity bill might result. Then they hear the Premier say air conditioning is not 
really necessary. They do not agree with the Premier. The Premier has been talking about modest increases. That 
is not good enough. We want the Premier to freeze increases in utility prices in this budget. Enough is enough. 
The Premier has done too much already—now is the time to pause; now is the time to freeze. The Premier needs 
to do something straight away, even if we are to have only modest increases and he will not accept our argument 
for a freeze. Right now the Premier has a planning assumption in his budget for a 22.3 per cent increase in 
electricity and a planning assumption for an 8.4 per cent increase in water. The Premier needs to commit now 
and say today that he will remove that assumption. The Premier should not let people fear and wait until May. If 
we are to have only modest increases, the Premier should commit now to remove those planning assumptions by 
telling people the increases to expect. I say to the Premier: people are sick and tired, and they are hurting. People 
do not want any more increases beyond the 46 per cent increase in electricity charges they have already had. It is 
time for a pause; it is time for a freeze. The Premier will pay the political price if he thinks that is not an 
important issue.  

The biggest dividend that people get from the operations of our government and our economy, as it works for 
our government, is the provision of quality public services. Every Western Australian deserves fair access to 
quality educational opportunities. Every Western Australian deserves fair access to quality health services. 
Western Australians want truly public services. They do not want key public hospital services and school 
services privatised. Western Australians want essential services to be delivered by directly employed public 
sector workers. People want workers to work to a standard, not to a profit. They want the work that occurs in our 
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public hospitals and public schools to be accountable through the democratic processes. They do not want a 
minister sidestepping responsibility because there is a contract and a third party involved. Western Australians 
want people in schools and hospitals to work together as a team. They do not want duckshoving and buck-
passing as matters are shuffled from one worker to another because of some contract, while the few directly 
employed workers left pick up all the slack and fill in all the gaps in the work that was not thought about when 
the contracts were drawn up. This privatisation agenda that the government has for Fiona Stanley Hospital and 
Midland hospital will become a political albatross for it. I assure the Premier that we are going to campaign very, 
very strongly on this issue. I commit that, insofar as the contracts allow, we will bring these services back in-
house on our re-election. Just as we did in 2001, we will bring these services back in-house insofar as the 
contracts permit. We will not expand them. We will not allow extensions. We will negotiate with the companies 
to bring those services back in-house. I say to the government: Do not proceed with the Serco Australia contract. 
Do not do it. Do not lock this state’s public hospital services away in private hands for 10 or 20 years. Give us 
the freedom to do what the public wants after 2013. 

The third issue I want to talk about on which government leadership is absolutely required is the local work and 
local jobs from our mining and resources boom. The resources of this state belong legally and morally to the 
people of this state. That is in fact the constitutional position. The people of this state should see substantial 
benefits from the phenomenal economic growth that is occurring on the back of those resources. Not only should 
people see immediate benefits, but also those benefits should be sustainable into the future. We have to leverage 
this mining boom into investment in skills, investment in sustainable industries and investment in diversifying 
our economy so that we get a lasting benefit for everyone from this boom. If we lose the fabrication work now, 
we will lose the opportunity to develop those skills and, in the absence of those skills, we will lose even more 
work in the future. Now is the time to take action. Yesterday, during question time the Premier gave an 
interesting answer; he gave some analysis of the factors that he thought were behind the reduction in local 
content. Analysis is one thing. What is required is a government response, and that was absent from the 
Premier’s answer yesterday. There was no indication that he would take the lead on this issue. There was no 
indication that he was taking the issue seriously enough to institute a vigorous, coordinated government response 
to ensure that local businesses and local workers get not only the work that they deserve from our mining boom 
now, but also the future that they deserve from the investment in skills and the sustainability of their businesses. 
Where is the government response? Where is the leadership on local content? The Western Australian 
fabrication sector has seen 20 million hours’ worth of projects move offshore in the past two years. That is the 
equivalent of 2.2 million working days or 444 000 working weeks. A lot of work has gone overseas. I say to the 
Premier that Western Australians have historically supported big projects. Why have they historically supported 
big projects? They have supported them because they value the work that flows from those big projects into 
workshops and businesses across the state. If they see the work not coming, they will reduce the level of support 
that they are prepared to offer any government for the development of big projects. It is part of the social 
contract. We all support big projects, we all support foreign investment, and we all work hard to make sure that it 
occurs, but we do that for a reason. We do not do it just in and of itself; we do it for a reason. We do it for the 
benefits for our people. Strong leadership and accountability on local content is required. So far this government 
is missing in action. So far this government is not treating the issue with the degree of seriousness that is 
required. 

I now turn to some specific elements of the Premier’s Statement. I found the Premier’s speech notable for a fair 
degree of spin. A lot of unrealistic, unjustifiable statements occurred during the Premier’s speech, and I want to 
take the opportunity to go through a few of them. I will quote from the speech. The Premier said — 

We have slowed government expenses growth, … 

Okay; let us look at the facts. Expense growth in 2008–09 was 13.5 per cent—a record level of expense growth 
in the first budget that the government was responsible for bringing to a conclusion. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Not the 2008–09 budget, from memory; I think you did. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: The Premier should look at the expenditure decisions he took between September and 
December 2008 and he will see that he completely ruined the control of expenses during that period of 
exuberance as he and the National Party took control. He paid no attention to the control of expenses or to the 
sustainability of the budget in the first glory days, with the hubris and exuberance of being in government. Let us 
move to the next year. In 2009–10, expense growth was 10.9 per cent. That was another huge level of expense 
growth; it was above levels that were delivered during the period of the previous Labor government. In 2010–11, 
the Premier had a conversion; he heard the word. He budgeted on 3.9 per cent expense growth. But according to 
the midyear review, that has already blown out to 6.6 per cent. I will bet that when the budget comes down in 
May, we will see that that 6.6 per cent will have grown. It is a complete furphy—I would use a stronger word, 
but it is not convention to use that word—for the Premier to say, “We have slowed government expenses 
growth”. He has not; he has increased it. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You’ve got to allow for the stimulus package in those sets of figures. 
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Mr E.S. RIPPER: In both sets of figures, on the up and the down, the Premier is going to claim lower expense 
growth as a result of the disappearance of the stimulus package, while not accepting it on the other side of the 
argument. 

The second issue I want to raise is this comment from the Premier — 

… when it comes to utility prices, Western Australians will not experience increases of the same 
magnitude this year. 

I want the Premier to justify that statement with real action. As I said before, I want him to commit today to 
remove the planning assumptions that he knows he has in his budget for increases that are anything but modest. 
The Premier cannot say one thing in a press conference when the camera is on him and then have a completely 
different plan in his official papers. He has to harmonise his public comments with his official papers. 

The third issue I want to raise is not that difficult. The Premier’s speech states — 

The Liberal–National Government will not surrender power over royalties to the commonwealth. I am 
glad the Western Australian Labor Party now agrees … 

What a misrepresentation of our position! We have never said anything other than that the Western Australian 
government should have control of Western Australian royalties. We have not been backward on that issue, and 
the Premier slurs WA Labor if he implies that we will not stand up for this state. We will stand up for this state at 
every possible opportunity. We have always said that we should have control of our royalty rates. 

The fourth thing I want to raise is another remarkable statement. I think the Premier has been misled by the 
Minister for Training and Workforce Development. I warn government backbench members: Watch out for the 
Minister for Training and Workforce Development. He is slippery, he is sly and he misrepresents and 
manipulates statistics. They should not trust the information they get from him, and they will see why when I 
read the statement and tell them the facts. I know where the statement has come from. It has come from the 
office of the Minister for Training and Workforce Development. It has been incorporated in the Premier’s 
Statement and the Premier has bought it. He needs to think again. The Premier said — 

In 2010, there was a 47 per cent increase in the number of people starting an apprenticeship, compared 
with 2009. 

I will not go into that particular figure, but I will give members something that will correct the record. In 2008, 
the total number of people in traineeships and apprenticeships was 37 929. At the equivalent time in 2010, the 
total number of people in traineeships and apprenticeships was 38 770. There was a small increase of only 841 in 
the total number of people in traineeships and apprenticeships over those two years. That is nothing like 
47 per cent, is it? We can see how misleading the 47 per cent figure is. Wait until members hear the figures on 
apprenticeships. In 2008, there were 23 000 people taking up apprenticeships; in 2010, there were 19 380. 
Therefore, there has actually been a fall in the number of people taking up apprenticeships—a fall of 3 620. That 
is the sad state of training investment in this state as we are on the verge of a new mining boom. Imagine the 
circumstances with the shortages of labour. Imagine the impact on public services. Imagine the impact on public 
projects. Imagine the impact on small business. Imagine the impact on the delivery of non-government welfare 
services as the skills shortage hits because this government is not making the investment in training that is 
required to prepare this state to set us up to take maximum advantage of the mining boom. And then, the minister 
for training does not tell the truth about this issue. I am prepared to give the Premier the benefit of the doubt; I 
think he probably just took the advice from the Minister for Training and Workforce Development; he took the 
spin and did not properly check it. I say to the Premier that he needs to go back to that minister and to tell him 
that it is time to do more than give fancy, absurd new names to TAFE colleges—that is the extent of his agenda; 
it is time to get on with investments in apprenticeships and traineeships to ensure that this state is prepared for 
the boom. I am disgusted by the spin that the Minister for Training and Workforce Development has been 
putting on these figures. 

The next issue I take up is this amazing statement made by the Premier; I cannot believe that it was made — 

The vibrancy of Perth will be improved by holding more national and international events. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: What’s wrong with that? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: I will tell the Premier what is wrong with that. What about all the events that his government 
has lost? What about the Johnnie Walker Classic, the Red Bull Air Race, the National Polocrosse 
Championships and the National BMX Championships? The Premier has presided over a haemorrhaging of 
events out of this state, and then he has the hide, the gall, to say that the government will improve the vibrancy of 
Perth with new events. First of all, he could stop the haemorrhaging of the events that we are losing before he 
makes that sort of statement.  

The sixth issue that I take up is fiscal discipline. The Premier said — 
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… it is important that the fiscal discipline that has characterised the Liberal–National Government 
continues.  

Give me a break. Fiscal discipline and this government are complete strangers! I have already run through the 
expense growth figures. Let me go to what in my view is the ultimate budget bottom line, which is the question 
of debt. We can talk a lot about the budget, but in the end it all boils down to: how much are we borrowing from 
our children in order to fund what we are doing today? The answer is that this government inherited the lowest 
level of state debt on record—$3.6 billion—and has already taken it to $14 billion. Further, the government 
openly plans to take the level of debt to $20 billion. Further again, it has made a lot of announcements that have 
not been properly reflected in its budget papers, so the situation is going to get even worse. When the 
government finally faces up to what it has to do with the electricity network, the situation is going to get even 
worse. There is a history in this state. Richard Court’s government reduced state debt: state debt at the end of the 
term of Richard Court’s government was lower than was the case at the beginning of its term. Labor reduced 
state debt: state debt was lower at the end of our term in government than it was at the beginning of our term. 
The Barnett government is not going to do that. The legacy of the Barnett government will not be to reduce debt; 
the legacy of the Barnett government will be a fierce increase in debt and no plan to repay it. Therefore, I just 
have to laugh when I read the Premier boasting of the fiscal discipline of his government. There is no fiscal 
discipline in this government; that is shown by the expense growth figures and by the debt figures. The real 
conundrum is: how can so many important projects and important services be so underfunded when the spending 
growth is so high and the debt is so high? You would have to be a genius at decision making to produce that 
particular outcome; namely, those awful bottom-line aggregate figures and the terrible impact on missing 
projects and poor services. 

The seventh part of the Premier’s Statement that I quote reads — 

… the government has already delivered on its election commitment to have Western Australia’s first 
Minister for Mental Health, … 

I think that the government has over delivered on this promise! It delivered us Western Australia’s second 
minister for mental health as well. I do not think that we can say that this is a particularly successful approach.  

As we go through this document, apart from the things that I have highlighted, we see a lot of familiar things—a 
lot of old friends are in this document. Thirty-six re-announcements or re-mentions from last year’s Premier’s 
Statement. Last year’s Premier’s Statement had 35 re-announcements or re-mentions from the previous year. 
Can members see the point I am making? The Premier is long on announcement, but short on action. Long on 
talk; short on action!  

I now move to two more issues before I conclude. I think that there is a very important issue of accountability. I 
think that the Premier is letting down the people of Western Australia by not showing leadership on this 
important issue. It is a requirement under law that if a minister refuses to provide information to this Parliament 
on the basis of commercial confidentiality, the minister has to notify the Auditor General under section 82 of the 
Financial Management Act. The Auditor General then produces a report in due course that indicates whether or 
not that decision is reasonable. There is a flaw in the arrangement. If the minister does not make the notification 
under section 82 of the Financial Management Act, the Auditor General’s inquiry and report is not triggered. The 
only way in which a minister can be held accountable for failing to comply with section 82 is in Parliament. I 
think that imposes a particular obligation on the Premier. The Premier should lead by example. Instead, he is 
setting a very poor example. The Premier has refused to provide this place with a copy of the Oakajee port 
development agreement. He has not made the notification that he is required to make under section 82 of the 
Financial Management Act, and, therefore, we have had no Auditor General’s opinion of whether it is reasonable 
to withhold the information. We can only debate this in the house; there is no other sanction. I think it is a 
disgrace that the Premier has refused to abide by a legal obligation that his party supported when the relevant 
legislation went through the house. 

The second issue upon which the Premier has refused to provide information is the cost–benefit analysis 
underlying the decision to build the West Pilbara desalination plant. That plant is amazingly costly; the water 
from that plant will require an enormous subsidy from the rest of us. On the face of it, it looks like a surprising 
decision. I think that given that we are going to have to pay so much money to build the plant, and then so much 
money to subsidise it—$40 million a year forever and ever into the future—I think the public is entitled to see 
the financial information on which the government based its decision to build that plant. It is not as though the 
Water Corporation is some sort of private entity. We all own the Water Corporation. We all ought to be able to 
see exactly why the government made that decision. Once again, the Premier has failed to submit a notice under 
section 82 to the Auditor General and to this house. I do not think that the Premier can thumb his nose at 
accountability like that. I do not think that he can thumb his nose at his legal obligations like that. I think he 
needs to get on top of this issue and submit himself to the judgement of the Auditor General. It is possible that 
the Auditor General will say that the government is right in that there are commercial dangers or other risks in 
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releasing this information. If the government is so certain of its position, why would it not submit itself to the 
reasonable judgement of a very reasonable man, the state’s Auditor General? 

The second matter of accountability that I want to raise is the government’s propensity to create new government 
departments. I am very concerned about this propensity to create new departments. We have so far seen the 
government create or announce that it will create 11 new government departments doing the work that six 
departments did previously. How can it be efficient to have net five new departments? How can it be efficient to 
create 11 new departments? Do you know what I think happens? The Premier, for his own internal reasons, 
creates separate portfolios. Apparently ministers in this government cannot jointly work with the department. We 
had a Department of Education and Training, but the Minister for Training and Workforce Development could 
not work with the Minister for Education. The solution? Cause enormous disruption and upheaval in the public 
service, separate the two departments—and the buildings even—and pay a lot of money for all of that. The two 
departments cannot even be in the same building lest Minister Collier run into the Minister for Education. 
Heaven forbid that they should meet in the lift! Imagine the tension; imagine how awkward that would be. 
Separate them by kilometres, and let the public pay the price.  

Mr M.J. Cowper: How was Cervantes? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Cervantes was great, and I recommend the Pinnacles Edge Resort. Let me do my bit for 
regional tourism. If members want to go to Cervantes, there is a brand-new resort there and it is terrific.  

Let us return to these new departments. We are going to have a new department of finance and a separate 
department of the Treasury. We have a new Department of Regional Development and Lands and a separate 
Department of Local Government. We have a Department of Training and Workforce Development and a 
separate Department of Education. We have a Department of Transport and a separate Department of Planning. 
We have a Department of Mines and Petroleum separate from industry and resources; we have a Department of 
State Development separate from industry and resources; and we have a Department of Commerce. All those 
changes cost. They cost in morale, they cost in performance, they cost in new fit-outs, they cost in new salaries 
and they cost in new senior executive positions. Why is the government doing that? All the advice to the state 
from business and public sector management experts over many years has been to reduce the number of 
departments to get better coordination and better efficiency. The Labor Party did that when it came to 
government, and now I am really disappointed that the government is unwinding all that work. When we come 
back into power, we will be left with a dog’s breakfast of individual departments set up on no basis other than 
the ministerial convenience of members of the Liberal–National government. People are paying the price for that 
ministerial convenience. 

Let me conclude my remarks before I go on to one other item of business. Western Australia really does have 
strong economic prospects, but there are big questions that need to be answered: Who will benefit? How fair will 
it all be? What type of community will emerge from this mining boom? What will be the legacy for Western 
Australia from this mining boom? Getting the best answers to all those sorts of questions requires a government 
that cares about this issue. Getting the best answers to those questions requires a government that cares about 
fairness and the boom, and cares about including everyone in the benefits of the state’s prosperity. What it 
requires is a government that is prepared to show real leadership on these issues. Boom conditions do not have 
any regard to fairness. It is governments that have to take on the issue of fairness, and the issue of fairness 
becomes particularly important during periods of great change and great economic growth. We need a 
government that will take real leadership and demonstrate real capacity on the issue of fairness.  

It cannot be done by one person alone. We need a government with a team of ministers capable of taking on this 
issue. If it is just a one-man band, the issues will not be tackled. I have to say that the Premier’s Statement gives 
us no confidence that we have a government that will care about these issues; no confidence that this state has 
the leadership it needs to deal with these issues; and no confidence that we have the team of ministers required to 
really take on the issues of fairness from the boom, inclusion for all Western Australians and a decent 
community legacy for this state from this period of enormous economic growth. 

I now move to another issue. In two successive years we have had the two worst fires in terms of property losses 
in the state’s history. At the time, the Toodyay fire, in which 38 houses were lost, was the worst in the state’s 
history in terms of property loss. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: Dwellingup. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: I would be interested in the member’s comments on Dwellingup. Certainly, these are the 
worst fires in the last 50 or 60 years, if not in the entire state’s history. This year we had an even worse fire in 
which 72 houses were destroyed. I think there are very significant issues. There are issues of planning. Under 
what conditions are we going to allow people to live in areas subject to fire risk? What level of risk are we going 
to allow for communities and individuals? Which preventive measures are we going to take, such as prescribed 
burning, house design and garden design? How good are we at coordinating our government agencies? Do our 
government agencies have all the right equipment? Is the communication accurate? My view is that there is 
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enormous risk on the urban fringe of Perth. We need to think very carefully and seriously about how we best 
manage that risk. We have to move beyond fire agencies reviewing themselves. There is no profit in Caesar 
reviewing Caesar. We need a full, open, independent inquiry so that agencies are not reviewing themselves, and 
so that the issues that go beyond and between agencies can be properly considered. We need the inquiry to be 
open so that the evidence is taken publicly. We need a circumstance in which people, if they want to, can make a 
submission rather than a circumstance in which submissions are only by invitation. And we need protection for 
people providing information to the inquiry so that if they want to say something about an individual or an 
organisation that might in other circumstances be considered defamatory, they can nevertheless go ahead and say 
it. We need a full, open, public inquiry with all appropriate powers to deal with this very serious risk that has 
emerged. 

I just want to go back to something I said the other day. It really makes an impact on you when you go out to an 
ordinary row of houses in an ordinary street in an ordinary suburb, and right in the middle, well away from bush, 
you see a house destroyed because of ember attack. This is not just about people living in rural lots in very 
pleasant circumstances; this is about our suburbs on the edge of the city and the danger that they face. I conclude 
my speech by moving this amendment. 

Amendment to Question 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: I move — 

That the following words be added after “noted” — 

and that the house condemns the Liberal–National government for its failure to conduct an 
independent, full and open judicial inquiry into the recent fires at Roleystone and Kelmscott 
that resulted in the destruction of 72 houses, and requires the Minister for Emergency Services 
to provide a full explanation to the house on this matter 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [1.18 pm]: I support the amendment that the Leader of the Opposition has just 
moved. We have waited some days for an indication that the government would exercise some leadership and 
that there would be an independent, full and open judicial inquiry. That has not happened. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Do you mean judicial inquiry or royal commission? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: With all due respect, Premier, they are actually the same thing. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: What are you calling for? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: A royal commission. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: A royal commission! Okay, so you have changed already. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: No, it has not changed. I will go into that in some detail. But this is not a new thing. In 1961 
there was a royal commission into the Dwellingup fires. That royal commission became a template for 
firefighting in Western Australia in the succeeding five decades. In fact, that royal commission was pivotal in 
recommending that prescribed burning be conducted, and that became the practice in the years following that 
royal commission. If, for example, the government thinks there is not some benefit in holding a royal 
commission, I think it need look no further than the Dwellingup royal commission. Subsequent to that, there 
have been coronial inquests in the Tenterden matter and in the Boorabbin matter. As I said yesterday, I am very 
pleased that no lives were lost in the Roleystone–Kelmscott fires and that a coronial inquest was not activated. 
There was, however, a major loss of property with some real questions having been asked about how the fires 
were combated, yet there will be no coronial inquest. The only way, therefore, to get an independent inquiry and 
one in which, as the Leader of the Opposition said, Caesar is not looking at Caesar is to call a royal commission. 
I will say a bit more in a minute about why we need a royal commission. There are some technical issues about 
the power to be given to an independent inquiry. If a judicial inquiry is established without the powers of a royal 
commission, that will create problems. Effectively, the powers of a royal commission are needed in this inquiry 
for compelling witnesses and issuing search warrants. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Who are you going to search? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: For example, providing immunity for witnesses against defamation and against — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Immunity? Searching people? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Mr Deputy Speaker, I am not really prepared to have the Premier heckle from the cheap 
seats. This is a serious matter and he would do well to listen to some of this. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Continue, member for Girrawheen. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: A royal commission would have the power to give witnesses immunity. That means 
immunity against prosecution for defamation and disciplinary actions. It is therefore only in that context that 
people would be really free to speak—the kinds of privileges that are extended to members of this place. 
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The government has said that a management incident review is the way to go, such as that which occurred for the 
Toodyay fire last year; that is, a review, as the minister said yesterday, that will specifically examine how FESA 
has done the job and how it needs to improve its practices. But the problem with that sort of review is it will very 
much choose where FESA gets its information from, it would not be canvassed in a public hearing and it would 
not be subject to the rigorous forensic examination that needs to occur in this case. There has been a multiplicity 
of reports on the Toodyay fire, which illustrates that unless we have one decent mechanism for getting all the 
information out, there will be just a slow drip-feed of information. People will not be satisfied, and the victims of 
the fires will not be able to move on and start to rebuild, but will be focused on why information is not 
forthcoming. 

In the case of the Toodyay fire, a Western Power inquiry was not made public. There was an EnergySafety 
report, which was completed and publicly released; and there was a report provided to the insurers and lawyers, 
also some of which was released. A consultant firm called Verifact was employed to look at Western Power’s 
exposure in the event that liability was found, and Noetic Solutions compiled the management incident review 
for FESA. Concurrent with that, the Department of Environment and Conservation also reviewed its roles and 
responsibilities in fire management. That included, for example, its relationship with FESA and with local 
government authorities. All of those inquiries were ongoing concurrently so much so that none of them brought 
the issues to a satisfactory conclusion. The victims now have to go to litigation and to enormous expense. They 
have undertaken an enormous effort to get justice in that case. It is disgraceful and is a case of re-victimising the 
victims. 

A number of recommendations were made in that major incident review—in fact 13 of them. Time probably 
does not permit me to read all of them. I will therefore highlight a couple and seek, in accordance with standing 
order 86, to incorporate all of those recommendations into the Hansard record. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Can I have a look at it, please? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: They are the 13 recommendations on that page and the following page, Mr Deputy Speaker. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: Member, are you seeking a royal commission into the circumstances surrounding the fire or 
across the whole of the organisations, or both? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: The whole of the thing. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: So, FESA administration, emergency services and that fire? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: There is a huge risk on the urban fringe and we have to get on top of that. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: Nobody knows that better than I, but I just want to clarify what you are asking for. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, are they recommendations 1 and 2 on page iv? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: No; they are recommendations 1 to 13 over both pages. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes; that is in order. 

Leave granted. 

The following material was incorporated — 

 

Recommendation 1: FESA implements measures that will ensure unity and clarity of command. 

Recommendation 2: FESA and DEC take a whole of capability approach to joint operations, including developing joint doctrine that 
provides a common and articulated understanding of roles and responsibilities, resources and capabilities. 

Recommendation 3: FESA, in partnership with other agencies and the community, develops Western Australia’s urban interface fire 
fighting capability and capacity. 

Recommendation 4: FESA promotes a whole-of-community approach, involving FESA, Local Governments and the community, in fire 
prevention functions, activities and planning. 

Recommendation 5: FESA strengthens its planning process to ensure learnings are incorporated and communicated, levels of 
preparedness are linked to threat analyses and public awareness and education activities are sustained. 

Recommendation 6: FESA establishes a process (and associated systems and policies) to mobilise staff to an incident, incorporating pre-
formed multi-agency Incident Management Teams. The development of Incident Management Teams should align with the principles of 
seamless and integrated escalation of command and control arrangements, and be based on a whole of capability approach (people, 
organisations, systems, training, procedures etc.). 

Recommendation 7: FESA maintains inter-agency relationships and arrangements, and develops formalised arrangements across the 
entire emergency management cycle for joint activities such as training, exercises and procedure development. 

Recommendation 8: FESA identifies and documents its information requirements for end-to-end information exchange and then assess 
the adequacy of current systems to meet these information requirements. 
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Recommendation 9: FESA establishes a dedicated intelligence function in Incident Management Teams for major bushfires and ensure 
this function is appropriately supported with threat based tools and systems. 

Recommendation 10: FESA implements an education and awareness campaign to promote the purpose and utility of community 
information systems. 

Recommendation 11: FESA reviews its approach to safety and safety culture. 

Recommendation 12: FESA reviews its air reconnaissance capability and determines if multiple multi-sensor air reconnaissance aircraft 
or unmanned aerial vehicles are required for managing concurrent and/or complex incidents. 

Recommendation 13: FESA revises its standard operating procedures to provide guidance on the format and timing of post-incident 
community meetings. 
 

 
Ms M.M. QUIRK: Thank you very much, Mr Deputy Speaker. I would really appreciate having the document 
back until I have finished speaking. 

Those recommendations, therefore, include in recommendations 1 and 2 implementing measures that will ensure 
unity and clarity of command; that FESA and DEC take a whole of capability approach to joint operations; in 
recommendation 5 that FESA strengthens its planning process to ensure learnings are incorporated and 
communicated, levels of preparedness are linked to threat analyses and public awareness and education activities 
are sustained; in recommendation 6 that FESA establishes a process to mobilise staff to an incident; in 
recommendation 7 that FESA maintains interagency relationships and arrangements; in recommendation 9 that 
FESA establishes a dedicated intelligence function; in recommendation 11 that FESA reviews its approach to 
safety and safety culture; and so forth. We can see from this review that there are major recommendations. 
However, there is no follow-up to the review. I do not know how many of those recommendations FESA has 
implemented and I do not know the extent to which FESA is unable to comply with those recommendations. 

The review of the Toodyay fire, as far as I am concerned, has gone into the ether. The government wants to do 
the same thing with these recent fires. It wants to set up a major incident review, and we will not know what has 
occurred. Questions clearly need answering, and that is why we are calling for an inquiry in the form of a royal 
commission. We need to know and examine the current arrangement for prescribed burning. Who has 
responsibility for it, what is the extent of prescribed burning, and what is the scheduling of prescribed burning 
programs? All of those questions need to be clarified. Secondly, there is the question of the adequacy of 
communications. There have been some discussions publicly on talkback radio and what have you. I have 
certainly been contacted about whether, for example, the state alert system was adequate. That system was 
announced by the minister in February 2009 as a trial. Again, he has not reported back to this place on whether it 
is no longer on trial or whether it is in fact fully operational. I have had discussions with firefighting authorities 
in Victoria and there is also some question about whether the system that has been adopted in Western Australia 
is the most effective way. Victoria has gone down another path. Victoria has said it has gone down that other 
path because it believes that the Western Australian system is prone to congestion. That is, therefore, another 
matter that needs discussing.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: It is what? I couldn’t hear what you said. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I said it is prone to congestion. 

There is then the question of local government roles. Are they resourced sufficiently? I am talking about the 
example of bush fire brigades in the City of Armadale. About a decade ago a number of bush fire brigades were 
abolished by the local government authority. Part of the reason for that was that the area had become much more 
urbanised. But, again, did that leave a gap or a hiatus? 

In the major incident report on Toodyay, there was a submission to the effect that the state’s capability to combat 
fires on the urban fringe was very much questioned. Again, what are we doing to address that? As the Leader of 
the Opposition said, there are some major issues about planning and whether we need to adopt some different 
protocols and rules for what are acceptable building practices in areas on the fringe. Do there need to be changes 
to building codes, such as air conditioner covers in fire-prone areas or other modifications? Again, we need to 
look at that. We need to look at whether there is a sufficient number of appliances, whether they are deployed in 
the right location and things such as the risk-to-resource modelling—is that up to date? Are we in a position to 
meet these challenges, which, I think is conceded on both sides of the house, will increase with the threat of 
climate change? What are we doing to plan for the future? 

As I said earlier, the major incident report is not open; it is in-house. There are no protections for witnesses and it 
has limited terms of reference. That in itself is interesting. I read the press release sent out by the Fire and 
Emergency Services Authority at 4.25 last Friday afternoon, which states — 

The terms of reference for the MIR include: 

• examine the effectiveness of preparedness leading up to the bushfires 

• assess the effectiveness of FESA’s public information systems 
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• examine the effectiveness of the response to the bushfires including existing fire response 
procedures, multi-agency response and coordination, and resource deployment 

• recommend future bushfire management strategies, including any required improvements to 
existing arrangements including public communications, community advice systems, infrastructure, 
training and overall resourcing  

• examine any other matters relevant to the incident 

Of course, I was struck by the phrase “the terms of reference for the MIR include”, so I spent two days trying to 
find out what possible other terms of reference there are. It appeared that that was in fact a comprehensive list; 
however, that in itself, to find out the terms of reference, was not easy. Therefore, in terms of it being an open 
inquiry and an open book, even a process and an exercise as simple as that was not easy. I have had confirmation 
via the minister’s office that this is the complete list of terms of reference, but that is not what the press release 
says. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: Is there some allegation, member, of criminality in why you call for a royal commission? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Member, that is a very good point. This amendment is not about wanting to attribute blame 
or point the finger; this is about making sure that in the future our fire-prone communities are as resilient as 
possible. It may well be—I will talk about this a bit in a minute—that there are some implications for 
management, for example, in FESA. However, that may not necessarily be criminal; it might have other impacts. 

The minister was quoted in this morning’s paper as saying that our proposal would cause delay. Interestingly, the 
earliest that the report of the major incident review that the minister has initiated through FESA will be tabled in 
this house will be 9 August. The review is not due to be completed until 30 June, so technically speaking the first 
the report will see the light of day in this place will probably be in August, so, again, that is a delay. That will be 
a time after which CEO Jo Harrison-Ward will have already had her contract renewed or consideration of the 
contract will be reviewed. I think it is unsatisfactory that someone who heads an agency that is in the spotlight 
will in fact have their employment determined before this review report comes down. The review report will also 
be post-budget, which means if there are recommendations about expenditures or whatever before next fire 
season, that too will be problematic. 

Also, I think the way in which this review has been set up has led to lots of rumours and anecdotal stories, some 
of which may or may not be true. It would be really healthy to get this out in the open and for people to feel that 
they have had their say and the opportunity to do so. I have, for example, heard a story that volunteers from 
Albany drove to Perth and got here at 4.00 am to assist in the firefighting. They were not deployed for another 
14 hours; they stood around for 14 hours. I have heard other stories about appliances left waiting for the FESA 
fuel truck to come around to refuel them, and after an hour or so the firefighters were given the message not to 
wait any longer and just go to local fire stations. 

It is like drawing teeth — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Who’d you hear those from? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I am not in a position to say, minister; I need to protect my sources. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: I wonder who it might be. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: No; in fact, it was not who the minister is implying, but I have limited time. 

It really is like drawing teeth. The government has forced us into this position whereby we have to move this 
amendment today. It is, as I said yesterday, in stark contrast to Premier Bligh who I think acknowledged how 
important it was for people’s healing and sense of justice that the inquiry be open. It is very interesting that 
yesterday two, if we like, cats were let out of the bag—one was by the CEO of FESA, Jo Harrison-Ward, and the 
other was by the minister—about the prospect that there may well be another inquiry contemplated by 
government. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: That was spoken about last week. Where were you? Last week I talked about that. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Another review may well be announced; I know the Premier is looking at another area, but 
that was last week! 

Mr C.J. Barnett: The cat has been roaming around for about four days! 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I think the Premier actually talked about a discussion in cabinet. I do not know that there 
was any — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: No, I talked about an inquiry. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: An inquiry? 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Yes. 
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Ms M.M. QUIRK: Will it be independent, Premier? 

Mr C.J. Barnett: The cat’s been roaming around—you haven’t even been awake! 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Will it be open? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: You’re too busy writing press releases! 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I was too busy talking to the victims, Premier. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: How long does it take, Premier? Premier Bligh can announce an inquiry within two or three 
days of the floods, she can approach a judge to head that inquiry and she can give us terms of reference. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: She had 35 deaths in Queensland; 35 people lost their lives. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I think that lives have been disrupted and livelihoods have been destroyed. In many cases 
people will face a bleak future, and we need to know. People in other areas who were fortunate enough not to 
have their houses burnt on this occasion may like some assurance from the government that everything that can 
be done will be done in the future. This behind-closed-doors review whereby there is no follow-up and no 
oversight that the recommendations will even be acted upon is unsatisfactory. It was unsatisfactory in Toodyay. 
That is what is really sad; the Premier has not even learnt the lessons from Toodyay. The Premier has not even 
learnt that no satisfactory outcomes came from that multitude of inquiries, and people are still asking questions. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [1.38 pm]: I just want to speak briefly, and the Minister for 
Emergency Services will have more to say—I suspect quite a bit more to say. The fires that took place on 
6 February, a little over a week ago, in Roleystone and Kelmscott were clearly a major fire event. Can I again 
remind members, particularly the member opposite, that it was a situation in which wind gusts were up to 
80 kilometres an hour. The fire spread something like a kilometre in 20 minutes. The fire was extremely rapid in 
quite rugged terrain with quite steep hills. It is a heavily forested area with lots of reserves and parks and a large 
number of trees around dwellings. The fire started, I think, during the early afternoon — 

Mr A.J. Simpson: No, in the morning at 11.45 am. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The fire was out of control, homes were burning, and it continued to burn fiercely during 
the night with continued winds. As we know, 440 hectares were burnt out and 72 homes were lost. Fortunately, 
although not by chance, there was no loss of life. When I was asked about the fire, I used the word “brilliantly”; I 
said that things worked brilliantly. That quote has been taken out of context. I was referring to the fact that 72 
homes were lost and up to another 40 were damaged, and yet there had been no loss of life. The use of the word 
“brilliantly” was to reflect my support on the day, with the Minister for Emergency Services, for the firefighters, 
both career and volunteer, who risked their own safety, and, in some cases, disregarded the loss of their own 
homes and made sure that everyone got out of that fire risk area. I do regard that as brilliant. I was nothing but 
impressed and amazed at the efforts of firefighters. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Don’t diminish our — 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not need to diminish your work; you do that by yourself.  

That is why I used the word “brilliant”, and members on this side would agree with me. There were 72 homes 
lost, a fire that was out of control throughout that afternoon and right through the night, and they worked on in 
darkness, in smoke and in danger. It was brilliant that the people were taken out of that area. Yes, some were 
reluctant, but to their great credit they accepted the advice of firefighters and police, and they left. Had that not 
happened, there would certainly have been loss of life in that fire. That is without any doubt at all. I went out 
with the Minister for Emergency Services mid-morning, and at that stage the fire was still out of control in some 
areas. Obviously, there was not the chaos of the previous day or overnight. There were probably around 200 
firefighters there at the time and something like 100 vehicles in the area. There were firefighters from all over 
the state who had simply come there to help out. Some were exhausted. I remember one group just sitting by the 
side of the road—it was probably the first time they had sat down for many, many hours, because the area that 
they were looking after was now under control—and they were having a bit of a laugh and chatting.  

What did we hear over the radio, bearing in mind that the fire was still out of control? We heard calls from 
various people from around the state: we need an inquiry. I can tell members directly of the effect that had on 
those leading the firefighting effort—senior people and also the firefighters. Here they were, tired and exhausted 
and knowing that some of their mates had lost their own homes, but they were still out there fighting the fire. Yet 
we have public comment, “We need an inquiry.” That had an absolutely—not demoralising effect because they 
kept on with the job, but, I will tell you what: they were not impressed. While they were out there still fighting a 
fire, there were people in the comfort of their homes, in the media and on the radio saying, “We need an 
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inquiry.” When I was asked that question, I said no, that at the moment our job as a government was to support 
the firefighters, the victims and the local community and we would think about an inquiry later. I said that we 
were not going to deal with that this week; we would help the recovery and make sure that we provided support. 
That was not good enough for the opposition. They wanted to be in there calling for an inquiry when people 
were still dealing with the fire and the tragedy of having lost their homes. That is the difference between the 
member for Girrawheen’s side of politics and this side: we concentrate on what matters. I compliment the 
member for Armadale, who did the right thing, along with the member for Darling Range, in supporting their 
communities and the firefighters and dealing with the situation, not running to the media calling for inquiries.  

This was an extremely serious fire. The other thing that the state government did immediately was to provide 
assistance. Immediately, we took the decision to provide $3 000 cash assistance for any family that had lost its 
home—no questions asked! We also provided other assistance through government agencies and the like. Also 
on that morning, we declared it a natural disaster area, which immediately triggered both commonwealth and 
state assistance. We were doing what we could to deal with the fire. It would have been nice to have had the 
opposition come out and support the government at that moment, but members opposite did not. All the 
opposition was interested in was what politics it could get out of it. Members opposite did not stand up and say 
they supported the government and the firefighters; all they were looking for was the politics. The week went by, 
and toward the end of the week when the fire was under control and things were stabilised, then I said that we 
will learn what we can from this situation. The Fire and Emergency Services Authority will be conducting a 
major incident review—I will leave the minister to comment on that—as it always does and as it should. That 
review will be conducted into the operations of FESA. It was probably last Friday that I made the point that we 
would look at other issues—in particular, the amount of prescribed burning that had taken place in the area.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: You are making it up as you go along.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If the member had been awake, she would have read the paper last Saturday!  

Having done what we could as a government to support the firefighters, and to provide immediate financial 
assistance for those who had lost their homes, and all the other support services that could be marshalled from 
both government and private agencies, I said that apart from the FESA inquiry, which is a matter of course and 
will be done properly and independently by a person from one of the other states, we would look at what could 
be learnt from this, and in particular the amount of prescribed burning that had taken place and the sorts of 
planning, building regulations, codes and by-laws that have applied. We will also be looking at the 
responsibility — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Who is “we”? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Is the member finished? Can she be quiet for a moment? She said this was a serious 
debate; she is not treating it seriously.  

We will look at prescribed burning; planning and the building regulations, codes and by-laws from any agency; 
the number of trees close to homes; and in particular the responsibility of property owners, both government and 
private property owners. I said that is what we will do. For the information of the house, we have worked on the 
terms of reference for that inquiry. They will be considered by cabinet on Monday, and we intend to appoint an 
independent person to conduct an inquiry into those matters. It will be a relatively short-term inquiry. If hearings 
are held, they will be in public. Evidence will be taken in public and it will satisfy — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Will witnesses have immunity? It is a key issue.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is not a key issue to me, my friend. We are concerned about learning from that fire. We 
will have a very prominent and experienced person conducting this inquiry. We will take evidence in open 
hearings. There will be no secrecy. Public servants, government employees and local governments will all 
contribute information. We will all cooperate. We will deal with it properly. After cabinet looks at the terms of 
reference, which I expect cabinet will agree to—there may be some alternations — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: We had to drag all of this out of you, Premier!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member has been so miserable to these people.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I have given you some latitude because people interjected 
on you. I think you have had your chance.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: A prominent and experienced person will be appointed to head this inquiry. We anticipate 
it will probably take three or four months; it will be a relatively short-term exercise that will essentially be 
confined to the Perth hills. We are not about to open a wide-ranging royal commission, as the Labor Party would 
want, into firefighting in Western Australia. Members opposite are about bringing into question the firefighting 
services in this state and the men and women who work with them. That is what members opposite are about. 
They want a royal commission into firefighting across Western Australia. This government is not going to waste 
the taxpayers’ resources or insult our firefighters and that community by doing that. We will have an inquiry into 
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what matters in the context of the Roleystone fire with implications for the Perth hills. That is what we will deal 
with.  

The fire was a little over a week ago. Hopefully, cabinet will have made that decision within two weeks of the 
fire. We will then announce the terms of reference and who will conduct that review into the specific matters so 
that we learn all that can be learnt from the Roleystone–Kelmscott fire and that can be applied to the Perth hills. 
There is no doubt that the Perth hills is a high-risk area. In recent years we saw the extremely serious fire in 
Canberra, where 500 homes were lost. We need to learn from this experience. That is what this government will 
do. We will not go out and imply failings on the part of firefighters. We will not question, as the Labor Party 
does, those men and women who gave of their time and effort. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: We did not do that.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Girrawheen says they did not do that! They asked questions about a fire 
truck that had to be refuelled. They questioned a team that came up from Albany and was not deployed. It just 
may be that it was held back and rostered on when the other team finished. Members opposite raised question 
after question, and those sorts of comments have an effect on firefighters. That is absolutely reprehensible. This 
side of the Parliament, the Liberal–National government, supports our firefighters. We will act decisively, as we 
have done, and we will support our community. We will not stand on the side like members opposite and throw 
rocks and criticise and want to set up a royal commission. That is what members opposite want. The opposition 
does not actually want a result; it wants a long-running royal commission. That is what the opposition wants for 
the sake of holding a royal commission. I have not heard one positive suggestion from the opposition on this 
issue, just criticism and a desire to set up yet another royal commission. This government will not do that. We 
will work with the community, the firefighters, the Fire and Emergency Services Authority, the State Emergency 
Service and other agencies. We will learn quickly the lessons that can be learnt from this fire and we will apply 
them to the Perth hills. No doubt there will be implications for other areas of the state. 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale) [1.50 pm]: I support the proposed amendment to the Premier’s Statement. I should 
start by saying that I again thank the Premier for his declaration that what occurred was a natural disaster and for 
awarding immediate relief to the victims. I stated that yesterday during the condolence motion, and I would like 
to repeat it today. The Premier was very moved when he visited the fire zone area, as was the Leader of the 
Opposition. The devastation was immense. As was stated, 72 homes were destroyed, which is the greatest 
number of homes destroyed in a bushfire in the metropolitan area in the state’s history. This was a major 
disaster. The Premier recognised it as a major disaster, as evidenced by his actions in awarding immediate relief 
and declaring it a natural disaster. 

I want to make it clear that by calling for this independent inquiry, the opposition is not apportioning blame. We 
definitely are not blaming the firefighters. If I recall correctly, I and members on my side of the house who spoke 
in support of the condolence motion congratulated the efforts of the firefighters, whether they were career 
firefighters or voluntary firefighters; their efforts were amazing. We are concerned about the sort of support they 
are receiving. We are seeking a full inquiry. Of course we want an inquiry that is completely independent of the 
investigating agencies. We cannot have a proper inquiry that will have the confidence of the public and, more 
importantly, the confidence of the victims who lost their homes—72 homes were destroyed and some 30 homes 
were severely damaged—if it is not completely independent. Those people need answers. Many of them have 
come to me and, I imagine, other members, such as the member for Darling Range, with questions. They are 
very complimentary, as are members of the opposition and I, of the efforts of the firefighters, whether they are 
career firefighters or from the voluntary bushfire services. The Premier might want to turn the tables on us and 
say that we are criticising the firefighters, but I have not heard anyone on our side of the house criticise the 
firefighters either in the media or in this house. We are completely complimentary of their efforts, which were 
outstanding. What makes their efforts even more outstanding is that it would seem they are not receiving the 
proper support from the government through the provision of adequate resources. Maybe they are, but this 
inquiry would give us answers. We need to have an independent inquiry to ensure that the public of Western 
Australia can be confident that if we do experience another similar bushfire, we will have the appropriate 
resources to tackle it. The Premier mentioned that the terrain in the Perth hills is very rugged, and it is. It is very 
hard to fight a bushfire in that area, and that was especially the case on the day in question because the winds 
were blowing up to 70 kilometres or more an hour. The efforts of the firefighters were outstanding in that 
respect. 

The Premier also said that it was reported in the media that he said that the bushfire was “brilliantly contained” 
or “brilliantly fought”, and that that comment was taken out of context. I have some sympathy for that. He may 
have been referring to the fact that there was no loss of life, which is true. In some respects, I do not know how 
that happened. If there had been a westerly breeze blowing up the hill towards Roleystone, we would not be 
talking about the loss of 72 homes; we would probably be talking about the loss of 100, 200 or even more 
homes. Unfortunately, we might even be talking about deaths. If the fire had moved as quickly up the hill as it 
moved down the hill, one wonders whether we could have got all the residents out in time. In some respects, we 
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can thank our lucky stars that the wind was blowing easterly. I say that we can thank our lucky stars not for the 
victims who lost their homes, but in respect of the magnitude of the disaster. It was a disaster that 72 homes were 
destroyed. If the wind had been blowing uphill, many more homes would have been lost. 

Today we heard the terms of reference of the inquiry that the government will set up. It will examine prescribed 
burning and whether there is a need for more prescribed burning. It will look also at the by-laws, planning issues 
and building regulations. The inquiry will probably be confined to the Perth hills region. Those measures are 
laudable, but that is not enough. As far as I am aware, the local council, the City of Armadale, has done an 
excellent job in the recovery phase and I have no criticism of it. However, some residents have raised concerns 
about the level of burning off. I presume that the Premier has listened to those concerns, which is part of the 
inquiry that the government is looking at. 

The Minister for Emergency Services interjected on the member for Girrawheen. Firefighters have told me what 
I am about to say. I was told this not by the union but by both volunteer and career firefighters who were on the 
ground, and also by some of the victims who have friends who are firefighters. Is it true—I do not know, but I 
hope that an inquiry will find out—that the volunteer firefighting brigades such as the Roleystone and 
Bedfordale brigades are legally obligated to fight not only the bushfires, but also the structural fires because of 
the zoning of the bushland? By “structural fires”, I mean people’s homes. The firefighters certainly had a fight 
on their hands to do that on Sunday, 6 February. The problem for the volunteer fire brigades such as Roleystone 
is that they do not have the proper equipment to fight structural fires. They do not have proper fire tanks or 
breathing apparatus. How are they supposed to fight the structural fires if they do not have the proper breathing 
apparatus? That is why we need a proper inquiry. 

Do not ask FESA to report on itself. Could it have been a failure? We are worried about not just the outcome, but 
we want to ensure that the public is confident that the outcome of the report is legitimate. That confidence will 
come only with an independent inquiry. That day was a dark day in our history. There were fires in Red Hill and 
other areas of Perth. Is it true that at the height of the Roleystone–Kelmscott fires, there were no other 
firefighting trucks available to attend to any other potential fires in the metropolitan area? If that is true, that is an 
absolute disaster waiting to happen. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Who said that was the case? 

Dr A.D. BUTI: I said that I have spoken to career and voluntary firefighters. I may be the new boy on the block, 
but I am not that new, if the minister thinks I am going to tell him! 

Is it also true that that evening when people called 000 seeking the assistance of firefighters, they were told that 
unless people were trapped, the firefighters would not be attending the scene because they were completely 
stretched? Some firefighters were working 30-hour shifts. Under the new collective bargaining agreement, the 
government is looking at taking away their 24-hour shifts. 

There were also issues about the communications, which the member for Girrawheen has mentioned. I have 
already written to the federal Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy about this 
matter. People who live in the Perth hills know that there are black spots for mobile phones, television and radio 
broadcasting. If there are black spots, it is not the state government’s fault, and I am not saying that it is. 
However, the government should hold an inquiry to find out these things. Even if we had a great 
communications system, if there are mobile phone, television and radio broadcasting black spots, some people 
might not know that there is a fire hazard. Further, in many cases in Western Australia, it has taken 20 minutes 
or more to get information from on the ground where the fire is to the public. When a member of the public rings 
to say that there is a fire, it should not take more than 20 minutes before the general public is informed. I believe 
that in Victoria—but I stand to be corrected—incident controllers are authorised and encouraged to speak 
directly to radio stations such as the ABC. Therefore, in Western Australia, people on the ground who see a fire 
should be able to report directly to the ABC and 6PR about the fire hazard. But FESA wants to control the 
communication of information. This should not be territorial; this should be about saving lives and saving 
property. I congratulated the Premier yesterday, and I congratulate him again today, for his efforts in affording 
assistance to the victims. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 443.] 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY CHAMBER — TELEVISION FOOTAGE 

Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): Members, while I have the opportunity just prior to question time, I 
wish to advise that I have approved the presence of television cameras this afternoon in the north and south doors 
of the chamber and in the public and press galleries to film the commencement of today’s question time. On that 
basis, members, do we have any questions? 
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

PERTH WATERFRONT PROJECT — TRAFFIC IMPLICATIONS 

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Opposition has the call. 

15. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Premier: 

Mr Speaker, I do have a question, but the Premier is not here. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: He is here. You can ask the question. 

Mr M. McGowan: Come on; hurry up. Punctuality and courtesy: they are important things. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition—deja vu. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: I refer to the government’s Perth foreshore development and to the plan to permanently 
divert 30 000 vehicles a day that currently use Riverside Drive into the central business district and along the 
Graham Farmer Freeway. 

(1) What plan does the Premier have right now to ensure that these already heavily congested routes to and 
from the eastern suburbs can cope with this dramatic increase in traffic? 

(2) What funding will the Premier include in the forthcoming budget to improve these traffic routes so they 
can cope? 

(3) Will the Premier today specifically undertake to not recklessly and stupidly expand the Graham Farmer 
Freeway and the tunnel by removing the emergency lanes? 

(4) If the Premier is planning to remove these emergency lanes, what consultation has he undertaken with 
the police, ambulance and fire departments about this contemplated course of action? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1)–(4) At least now the opposition is conceding that the waterfront project is going ahead. It has finally 
conceded it. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Not yet, though; not yet. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I hope the Leader of the Opposition will join me when we dig out the first bit of dirt for 
that project towards the end of this year to mark the start of construction. And the budget will have $270 million 
in it to fund the construction over a 30 — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: And the local member? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, I will invite the local member too. And it will be a 30-month construction period. 

Obviously, one of the major decisions in constructing an inlet into the base of the buildings of the city skyline is 
the issue of the roads. In the early stages, various options were looked at—tunnels, bridges and the like. The 
construction will interfere with the current seamless flow along Riverside Drive. However, work has been done 
on different transport alternatives. The Riverside Drive traffic will come in around the back of the inlet. Those 
roads will be designed so that the traffic continues to flow smoothly. Riverside Drive as it is will remain in place 
and in use until 2013. It will be one of the last pieces of land to be excavated, so that will continue to operate for 
some time. In the meantime, the government will have time to look at any re-routing and changing of roads in 
the central city area with the City of Perth. There is no intention to expand the tunnel, but as people drive 
through the tunnel, they will see that there is scope for three lanes, and that is one of the options that will most 
likely be put in place. There are some issues in doing that, and, apart from simply remarking the lanes, there will 
be some work at either end of the tunnel. However, that work is some time off and will happen in conjunction 
with the actual changes to Riverside Drive. 

The project is happening. I know the opposition hates that. I love it, and it is going to happen. There are issues, 
but those issues have been looked at. We did not come out with the Disneyland model that the former 
government had. We took our time. We put money into last year’s budget for the Minister for Planning to 
oversee the project. All those issues have been looked at carefully and properly. We are satisfied as a 
government; that is why we took the decision to proceed with the project and to allocate the $270 million net 
cost to the project. As members will see, immediately after the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, 
the area will be fenced and preliminary site works will get underway—the preparatory works. Then the major 
construction and excavation work will start early in 2012. 

PERTH WATERFRONT PROJECT — TRAFFIC IMPLICATIONS 

16. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Will the Premier today guarantee that not a centimetre of those emergency 
lanes in the tunnel will be taken up because of the dangers that removing part of those emergency lanes would 
pose to people from my electorate who drive through that tunnel every day? 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

I am afraid that if we go from two to three lanes, which is what the tunnel was designed to take, there will not be 
the emergency lane, although there will be other procedures for dealing with breakdowns, should they occur. 
And that has been considered carefully. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: What is the risk analysis on that? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Goodness me! As the Minister for Transport said, it is designed for three lanes. That is the 
way it was constructed. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: It’s designed for people who drive at 80 kilometres an hour, but no-one ever does. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I think a few Labor Party members have over the years. 

However, that is the design; that is how it will be used. Those changes will be made properly. They were 
considered. It is not part of the waterfront project, but we have those options. It was a Liberal–National 
government that built the Graham Farmer Freeway and tunnel precisely for the reason of allowing the traffic off 
Riverside Drive to go to the back of the city. 

PERTH WATERFRONT PROJECT 

17. Mr M.W. SUTHERLAND to the Minister for Planning: 

A lot of interest has been shown following the government’s landmark commitment of $270 million to the 
waterfront project—a real project with real design and real money. I am interested in the specifics of the project. 
Will the minister please update the house on the time for construction of this important city-changing project, 
what will happen to the existing Supreme Court Gardens and what will happen to the Florence Hummerston 
building—now known as the Grand Palace Chinese Restaurant—which I believe is heritage listed? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

I am very happy to provide some additional information about the Perth waterfront project, which, as the Premier 
said, is actually happening. As an aside, I am — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: It might happen in a year’s time. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: It is happening now. When these major projects are undertaken, it is necessary to do some 
detailed design work, preparation and specifications, and contracts go out to tender and all that sort of thing. I 
know that the Labor government had a different approach, and maybe it did not realise that these sorts of 
processes were needed—for example, for the arena project. 

Mr J.N. Hyde interjected. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The member for Perth should be absolutely delighted that this project is happening in his 
electorate. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: No, I am delighted with your city-centric government! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: There is nervousness from the Leader of the Opposition that we are pork-barrelling the 
member for Perth’s electorate so much that it is making him too secure in his seat and may cause more instability 
in the Labor Party. We would not want that, but we do want this project to happen. It is interesting to hear the 
tunnel referred to, because I have been in this place long enough to remember the negativity and the opposition 
that was shown by the Labor Party — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Not from me. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: It was certainly shown by the Labor opposition of the day back in the 1990s when the coalition 
government made the decision to go ahead with the construction of the Northbridge tunnel. It was strongly 
opposed. There was negativity. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Never by me. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: There was obstruction all along the way. So it is very interesting that the Leader of the 
Opposition is now trying to distance himself from that approach to the construction of the tunnel, but we see a 
similar degree of negativity coming through in relation to the waterfront project. I can understand the scepticism 
of the Leader of the Opposition, who said yesterday that this government has had six announcements. I think that 
is overstating it a bit, but we have had a couple, because we have been making progress along the way. Then he 
went on to say — 

… but there’s been no construction. Even with today’s announcement there’ll be no construction for a 
year. 

As I have explained, it is necessary to undertake the preparatory work, which has been going on for the last two 
and a quarter years and will continue over the next 12 months through to the end of this year. 
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But let us have a look at what the then Premier said and the record of the Labor government in relation to this 
project. In February — 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Answer the question. He asked you about a heritage building. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I am coming to it. We need the background to appreciate the scope of this project as a whole.  

An opposition member interjected. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: This probably will be a little sensitive. In February 2008 the then Premier, Alan Carpenter, 
was referred to in a media statement as follows — 

Speaking at a business lunch today, Mr Carpenter unveiled the stunning concept designs for the Perth 
Waterfront project, set to create an exciting business, tourism, residential, entertainment and activity 
hub for locals and visitors to enjoy.  

That is exactly what is finally happening. That is what the then Premier said in February 2008, but where did his 
government get to? It never got to the stage of actually doing what this government is doing and following 
through on the project and allocating the funding.  

In his question the member for Mount Lawley referred to a couple of other aspects of this project. One is the 
performance stage, which is located on The Esplanade and used on quite a regular basis. The Esplanade as a 
whole is used for major outdoor performance events such as the WA Symphony Orchestra’s annual outdoor 
concert in December each year, Anzac Day parades —  

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: It is used for carols by candlelight, usually in the Supreme Court Gardens. That will continue. 
I will come back to the Supreme Court Gardens. The Esplanade is also used currently for the Perth International 
Arts Festival and Beck’s Music Box, for example. As part of this project—it is included in the funding—we will 
construct a new performance stage in the Supreme Court Gardens, and the Supreme Court Gardens will be 
approved in the landscaping. Other upgrading will be done so that it will become the major outdoor performance 
event space for Perth. After the end of this year, Anzac Day parades and other major events will be held in the 
Supreme Court Gardens. That has been thought of as part of this project.  

The other aspect is the Florence Hummerston building, which is heritage listed and which incorporates a Chinese 
restaurant. It was built in 1928 and has had a variety of uses over the years, including, I understand, as a 
childcare centre. As I said, it is heritage listed. Funding is also included in this project for that building to be 
relocated to the Supreme Court Gardens. That will occur. There is currently consultation —  

Mr J.N. Hyde: What does the Heritage Council say about relocation?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I was just about to come to that. The member for Perth is ahead of me; he is demonstrating his 
credentials as shadow Minister for Planning. I am delighted about that. The Department of Planning is liaising 
with the Heritage Council of Western Australia on the location of the Florence Hummerston building within the 
Supreme Court Gardens. I am sure that agreement will be reached in the relatively near future. That is all being 
thought of as part of this project. It is being funded within the $270 million and is another example of the fact 
that this project is happening.  

PUBLIC SECTOR — NET DEBT 

18. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Treasurer:  

The 2010–11 mid-year review estimated that Western Australia’s net debt in the public sector would reach 
$19.9 billion in 2013–14.  

(1) Is the Treasurer’s government committed to limiting net debt to below $20 billion?  

(2) Will he exceed the $20 billion level of net debt if additional projects are announced, such as the new 
sports stadium?  

(3) What projects will be scrapped or delayed if additional projects are announced?  

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

I thank the member for her question and congratulate her on her ascension to the position of shadow Treasurer. 
That debt figure is of concern to me; it is of concern to our government. In fact, in the very short time I have 
been Treasurer I have found that just about every piece of news that comes through my door causes me some 
form of concern or another!  

Several members interjected.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: But I can say that I am very much enjoying the job.  
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(1)–(3) I think I can frame the commitment in these terms: we are committing to keeping debt at manageable 
levels. I will speak about that in a moment. Is it likely that that figure could increase if increases in 
expenditure for major infrastructure are put into subsequent budgets? That is a possibility. The member 
has certainly cracked the economic code! If we spend more, that debt level could increase.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: That is contrary to a guarantee from the Premier. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr C.C. PORTER: We must bear in mind that one of the reasons net debt is large is that we are undertaking a 
massive infrastructure investment program. Fundamentally, it costs more money to construct things than it does 
to commission an artist’s impression. Under the member for Midland’s government there were lots of artists’ 
impressions, which were somewhat cheaper than the actual construction. As the member pointed out, the debt 
will go to $19.9 billion. I have a couple of observations about that. The member for Midland says that it seems to 
her at least that that figure is too large. That is fair enough. Labor might take a view that that figure is too large.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: It was $3.6 billion when we left government. In just two and a half years it has ballooned 
out to $14 billion.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: As I say, not doing things is considerably cheaper than doing things.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: What about the Mandurah railway line, the Perth Arena, the State Theatre Centre—all the 
things the Labor government delivered—the entertainment centre in Albany and a dozen police stations?  

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland!  

Mr C.C. PORTER: Some of the Labor government’s projects were somewhat expensive. The member for 
Midland says that the $19.9 billion figure is too large. To provide credible opposition, she will have to nominate 
the amount of debt that she considers is the perfect amount.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Did you do that before the last election? No.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: I think she will have to understand what that debt is budgeted for. If the member for 
Midland looks at the final out year of the budget, she will see that the public non-financial sector will carry that 
debt at, I think, about $16 billion because that debt is for very, very important infrastructure projects: the new 
children’s hospital, the West Pilbara desalination plant, Western Power infrastructure, the Queen Elizabeth II 
Medical Centre, social housing and land development. It strikes me that if the member for Midland has a view 
that any of those very important items should come out of the budget and about what the perfect somewhat 
decreased level of debt is, she needs to nominate those things.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: I will give you one to cut—abandon Roe 8.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: As the Leader of the Opposition will well know, at the moment Roe 8 is not contributing to 
that net debt figure. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: It is, but not to the full extent, so that’s a problem —  

Mr C.C. PORTER: It is contributing in a very minor way at the moment.  

The final thing I will say is that our commitment is about the manageability of debt. This is important debt to 
carry for this state at this time because we are engaging in intergenerational improvements in infrastructure.  

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr C.C. PORTER: The waterfront is our front yard; our children will enjoy it, and this government is investing 
in it. The interest as a percentage of revenue will never go above three per cent over those four out year figures. 
The ratio of net financial liability is a percentage of revenue that I think peaks at about 69 per cent—well within 
Standard and Poor’s trigger rate of 90 per cent. We think that level of debt is manageable. We will consider other 
projects, the timing of which must be considered very, very carefully to ensure that there is not too great an 
increase in that debt level. But our commitment is for manageable debt to be well spent on infrastructure, and 
infrastructure that does not blow out to unreasonable cost proportions.  

PUBLIC SECTOR — NET DEBT 

19. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Treasurer: 

I have a supplementary question. Why has the Treasurer abandoned the commitment of the former Treasurer—
his Premier—to cap net debt at $20 billion?  
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Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

I think the member for Midland has possibly misconstrued some statements. We have a commitment to make 
debt manageable.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Is net debt of $20 billion not a commitment? Is it or not? Can you answer that? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland!  

Mr C.C. PORTER: I have just spent some time answering that. Our commitment is to keep debt at levels that 
are, according to the best financial indicators, manageable; to spend money as debt on important infrastructure; 
and to ensure that that infrastructure program does not blow out in its costs.  

DEATH IN CUSTODY — MR WARD — CORONER’S RECOMMENDATIONS 

20. Mr M.J. COWPER to the Minister for Corrective Services: 

As a person formerly responsible for the transportation of prisoners in regional Western Australia, I, along with 
many Western Australians, was shocked at the tragic death and loss of Mr Ward in January 2008. Subsequent to 
that, a coronial inquest was held that made certain recommendations. Can the minister please advise the house 
what this government has been doing about those recommendations?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for Murray–Wellington and for his interest in this issue, particularly given his background in 
the police department. I recognise his knowledge and understanding of these issues. Yes, he is quite right; in 
January 2008 due to the very, very unfortunate death of Mr Ward, the responses triggered a range of inquiries 
and follow-up to that. One such follow-up was, of course, a coronial inquiry and a range of recommendations 
came from that. On top of that, he will be aware that on 19 January this year WorkSafe also laid some charges 
against both the Department for Corrective Services and G4S Australia Pty Ltd and a couple of export officers 
who were involved in the incident. Obviously, whilst that process is underway, I am not going to comment on 
that, but I will come back to the recommendations and highlight the Liberal–National government’s swift and 
comprehensive response. There were a range of recommendations and some of them fall under the Department 
of Corrective Services. I can say that all the coroner’s recommendations have now been implemented. One of the 
key recommendations was the replacement — 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The Leader of the Opposition has had a bit of a field placement change out here, and he 
has a couple of members out in silly mid-on now taking a very aggressive field approach. One of the challenges 
with all these members taking such an aggressive field approach is that sometimes we get a bit of run slippage! I 
am expecting to see it from that side, but I am sure that we will come back to the important issues that the 
Liberal–National government puts forward in response. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I am sure that people on my left would like to ask some more questions today. We are 
not making any progress with this particular question at this stage. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I come back to one of the key recommendations—namely, the 
replacement of the prison fleet. The replacement of the entire 40-vehicle prison fleet was completed in December 
at a cost of $17 million under the Liberal–National government. I took the time to look at those vehicles. They 
are certainly excellent, as is the training behind the process of prisoner transports. The vehicles are fitted with a 
remote temperature monitoring system, duress alarms, intercom systems and so on to ensure that those being 
transported are being transported in an appropriate fashion.  

During the past 12 months, DCS has put in place a range of coach and aircraft movement arrangements to 
transport people in custody over big distances. A cost is attached to the use of aircraft, but we judge that the 
related cost-to-risk factor makes that a very smart way to do business over big distances in Western Australia. 
The department is also continuing to examine ways to reduce the need to transport prisoners. One such way is to 
introduce videoconferencing, so that prisoners some distance away from court are able to appear before the court 
using this technology. We are examining the ways that technology can be put in place to reduce the necessity to 
transfer prisoners. A range of other recommendations has been implemented, including putting in place a 
vehicle-replacement strategy, which is absolutely essential to ensure that the prison fleet is up to standard; 
updating the duty-of-care policies within the organisation; and providing better training, as I have already 
mentioned, for transport officers.  

What happened to Mr Ward was felt deeply within government and certainly within the Department of 
Corrective Services. The commissioner has said that he will do everything in his power to ensure that nothing 
like this happens again. I fully support him in that effort. 
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DEPARTMENT OF WATER — STRATEGIC PLAN 

21. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Water: 

I refer to the minister’s quivering and incoherent response to questions about advertised new positions in the 
Department of Water during a Paul Murray radio interview last week. 

(1) Has the strategic plan for the Department of Water been concluded; and, if so, will the minister table a 
copy of that report in this house? 

(2) If it is not concluded, why have nine new executive positions for the department been advertised? 

(3) Can the minister explain to the house how taxpayers are getting what he describes as “value for money” 
in the expenditure of $1.265 million on nine new water bureaucrats? 

(4) Does the minister now accept that the Department of Water has not functioned properly since his 
disgraced predecessor terminated the highly competent and well-regarded director general, Mr Kim 
Taylor? 

Mr D.T. Redman: What sort of question is that? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: It is a good question. It is a question his predecessor would not answer. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Member for Cockburn, I have just given you the question. 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

I thank the member for Cockburn for the question. 

(1)–(4) Indeed, water is an important issue, and having a proper structure in place is paramount to delivering 
water. Certainty of supply is important for everyone in Western Australia so that when they turn on a 
tap, they get water. We need to make sure — 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I formally call you to order for the first time today. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Please send me out after that performance! 

The SPEAKER: I know that you are sorry, member for Mandurah, but I am formally calling you to order for the 
second time. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Thank you, Mr Speaker.  

This government inherited a shambolic structure from the previous government, which had combined the Office 
of Water Regulation and the Water and Rivers Commission to form the Department of Water, and we have a 
problem with that. I am concerned that, with the structure we have at the moment, there are some overlaps and 
some gaps. As the new Minister for Water, I will make sure that all the gaps are filled, and I want to make sure 
that the things that are not happening in water at the moment do happen—such as water management plans. 
There are some gaps between what the Water Corporation does and what the Department of Water provides. 

In answer to the member’s question, I have gone through the strategic plan with the acting director general. The 
current structure has five directors and the new plan cuts that down to four directors. So, there are some 
efficiencies with the structure. If we add up the value of those positions, there is no increase in the cost.  

Mr F.M. Logan: Has the plan been concluded yet, minister? 

Mr W.R. MARMION: In terms of the advertisement, I have put a hold on filling those positions until I am 
comfortable with the structure and am positive that it addresses any gaps or overlaps with the other agencies 
involved in looking after water, such as the Water Corporation, Aqwest in Bunbury, the Busselton Water Board 
and the Economic Regulation Authority. I want to make sure that all these agencies are working together to 
ensure that taxpayers get value for money. 

In terms of the structure, there are also a number of reports that I am reviewing, and I will be considering the 
ERA review initiated by the previous government. It made some very interesting recommendations that I would 
like to examine. I have had some discussions already with the ERA. Of course, there has been the Economic 
Audit Committee report. There are a number of issues with water and I want to make sure that we have a 
structure in place that delivers the best value for money to the people of Western Australia. 

DEPARTMENT OF WATER — STRATEGIC PLAN 

22. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Water: 

I have a supplementary question. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Oh, please no! 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN: I am sorry, but I have to ask it; it is my job! 

The minister told Paul Murray that, with respect to the strategic plan and the appointment of the nine new, very 
highly paid executives, he would be looking at “where we are at”. Where is the minister at? He has not told this 
house at all where he is at. 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

I thought that I had just explained that. I explained exactly where we are at. 

WORKS REFORM PROGRAM 

23. Mr A.J. SIMPSON to the Treasurer: 

Firstly, I congratulate the Treasurer on his new position and ask him to think about me and the seat of Darling 
Range during the budget review! 

Treasurer, as part of the Liberal–National government’s commitment to be financially responsible and 
accountable, I refer to the works reform project put in place by the government in 2009 to curb budget blow-
outs. Will the Treasurer please update the house about any positive outcomes achieved by this program for WA 
taxpayers? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

I thank the member for his question. 

Yes, it is the case that in early 2009 the Liberal–National government adopted a works reform program. The 
reason we did that was that there were very notable and very large cost increases for major infrastructure projects 
under the previous government. I do not intend to labour the point here with respect to those. 

A member interjected. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: That has already been done, member. 

However, I note two things. It was obviously the case that the previous government encountered some 
difficulties occasioned by a very competitive construction market. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: And you built on our work. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Indeed.  

However, there were also some problems that were squarely about governance, administration and the types of 
systems that the previous government had in place but did not observe. It is stated in the Auditor General’s 
report into the planning and management of Perth Arena — 

A lack of effective governance and oversight as existed on the Arena project demonstrates how poorly 
thought through decisions can expose the state to serious risks. Without the visibility and scrutiny that 
comes with effective governance the early warning signs of projects going wrong are more likely to be 
missed, as are opportunities to put them back on track. 

Experience on the Arena project also shows that circumventing normal processes and project 
administration for speed or expediency is a significant risk.  

The problems that occurred were that in far too many instances there was noncompliance, which was the former 
government’s own strategic asset management framework. There were too many projects that proceeded to the 
tender stage without a full or, indeed, any business case being proffered.  

The response of this government has been thoroughgoing. The works component of the former Department of 
Housing and Works and the Office of Strategic Projects was transferred early to Department of Treasury and 
Finance. Responsibility for business case development reverted from all line agencies to the new section of DTF. 
When we look at the new children’s hospital project, which is budgeted at a total cost of $1.17 billion —  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Was there a business case for Oakajee? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: We will get onto the comparative track records to date, but that project reveals all of the 
advantages — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: If the government is so rigorous, where is the business case for Oakajee? We are still waiting.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: Leader of the Opposition, a sample of 50 major building projects commenced before 
June 2009 highlights the problem. This is the previous government’s record: in June 2009, just after we launched 
the works reform project, the total budget of the projects was $3.9 billion compared with an original approved 
budget of $1.5 billion. The overrun of $2.4 billion represents a staggering 153 per cent of the original approved 
budget. Almost half of all projects in question exceeded original budgets by more than 100 per cent. It is early 
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days for our government. The Leader of the Opposition has asked for some kind of comparative analysis, but it is 
early days —  

Mr E.S. Ripper: I asked for the business plan for Oakajee. The Treasurer can give us the business case for the 
waterfront project.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: The total budget of the six major building projects valued at $50 million or more and 
commenced after June 2009 has increased by less than two per cent, from $1.05 billion to $1.07 billion. When 
we extend that analysis out to all 26 projects valued at $10 million or more, the increase is less than one per cent. 
Looking at the success of that process, I have three good graphical representations. These are all the non-
residential building programs commenced prior to the works reform of this government. It is laminated, at low 
cost! Members will see there that of the $10 million to $50 million projects, the previous government only had a 
5.5 per cent cost overrun. In the $50 million to $100 million projects, the previous government had a 
28.4 per cent cost overrun. In the projects valued at over $100 million, the overrun cost was $178.4 million; with 
a grand average of 92.2 per cent cost overrun on those projects. Now we look at this government’s poster work 
reform process. The numbers are somewhat less. The cost overruns of projects valued at $10 million to 
$50 million is 0.8 per cent; $50 million to $100 million is nine per cent; and over $100 million it is 
2.2 per cent — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Is the current state of the building industry in Western Australia relevant at all?  

Mr C.C. PORTER: As I conceded, construction costs were problematic but as members opposite must concede 
the other problems were governance and management. Dare I read the Auditor General’s report again! We have 
changed what could be changed. The results speak for themselves.  

Finally, the averages: red is the projects commenced by the previous government, cost overruns of 92.2 per cent. 
Where we have inherited those projects and there have been cost increases, they have been limited to 
0.3 per cent; where we have commenced projects, the cost overruns have been limited to 2.4 per cent. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: That is a tiny sample.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: It is the sample that is available. It shows an immense improvement.  

ROAD SAFETY — MOBILE PHONE USE IN CARS 

24. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Road Safety: 

I refer to the minister’s recent announcement of new laws concerning the use of mobile phones in cars.  

(1) Can the minister explain how these new laws will benefit road safety outcomes?  

(2) Is the minister able to explain how these changes will be communicated both to the public and to 
police?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I thank the member for the question.  

(1)–(2) It is fair to say that it is important that everybody knows the road rules in relation to using hand-held 
mobile phones. I read with interest that the member for Girrawheen tried to abstain from using her 
mobile phone in the car for about three months but she could not live without it, so she now uses her 
mobile phone. I suggest most members in this house use mobile phones when they are driving. I would 
assume that they do that appropriately and have it either in its holder or use hands-free technology such 
as Bluetooth or another hands-free system.  

 Since 2001 it has been legal in Western Australia to use a hand-held mobile phone provided it is in a 
holder or it is in a hands-free device and the phone is not touched. Drivers have been able to make and 
receive calls. A court case in South Australia in 2007 caused a problem. A judge ruled in that state that 
it did not matter whether a phone was in a holder, loose or being held up to a person’s ear; it was still 
considered to be use of a hand-held mobile phone. Today, so many phones are part of vehicles and 
Bluetooth technology is used. I want to stress that in 2001, when this Parliament agreed to the use of 
hand-held mobile phones—that is, not holding them up to your ear to talk or drive one-handed around 
bends and corners, which is a danger—it was agreed they could be used provided they were in a holder, 
to receive and make calls. Of course in 2001 we did not have the facility of texting like we do now. We 
did not have the facility of emails coming through on the mobile phone. Many members have 
BlackBerrys and suchlike which are capable of receiving emails —  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: We were texting; you might not have been!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Members would not have had the benefit then of being able to use those facilities with a 
Bluetooth or other hands-free system. We have now tried to make it crystal clear as to what people can and 
cannot do with a mobile phone in a car. In 2007, state and territory ministers met, as they normally do, to look at 
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the Australian road rules. They considered the implications of the South Australian court’s decision. They said 
this issue needed to be clarified because mobile phones have so many capabilities. Mobile phones can be used, 
as members know, for navigational purposes; especially the latest ones. To make it crystal clear, the regulation 
now is that the only time drivers can use a mobile phone in a vehicle is if it is in a holder. Mobile phones can be 
used to receive and make calls but it must be kept away from the driver so that it cannot be touched. The driver 
may use a hands-free system such as the Bluetooth system. That has been happening since 2001; nothing has 
changed. We have made it quite clear that drivers are not able to either read a text or an email that comes 
through.  

Mr A.J. Waddell: Or music?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Drivers are not able to touch their mobile phone other than to receive or make a call. That 
is the only time a driver is able to touch that phone.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: So you can dial a number? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The way we are going now, a lot of people have got voice dialling. Within a couple of 
years or so I would suggest most people, particularly members of Parliament—there are so many iPads in the 
chamber—will have that facility. Members are getting really modern with all these new things! I am still 
struggling with my laptop!  

Ms M.M. Quirk: So you can dial a number as long as it is in a cradle? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: At the moment the number can be dialled if the mobile phone is in a cradle. That is no 
different from what it has been since 2001. If we did not allow this regulation to go through, we would have 
mayhem out there because a driver would be able to text, as long as the mobile phone was in a holder. Drivers 
cannot do that as from 1 March. That is the difference in law now. That is why the eastern states have done all 
this and they are promoting it — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: How is it improving road safety outcomes? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Well, the eastern states will tell the member for Girrawheen that the new laws will make 
things safer on roads than they are at the moment.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: I am asking you. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am saying the same. I still recommend to anybody to not use their mobile phone when 
they are driving. People should particularly not use mobile phones by holding them up to their ears, carrying on a 
conversation and going around bends and corners with one hand, because that is what I see many drivers doing 
and they are truly a danger. I hope no member of Parliament does that. I know that most members would have 
hands-free kits in their cars and they would use their mobile phones for receiving calls.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: So it is not improving road safety outcomes? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am saying people should try not to use mobile phones while driving, but if they have to 
use them, at least they will be able to do so legally, which they have been able to do since 2001. However, they 
will not be able to send text messages. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Why not just say that? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am just telling the member that; she does not listen. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: The topic was discussed on talkback radio for four days because everyone was so confused by 
it. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am sorry if the member for Girrawheen was confused, but I will tell her something: there 
has been virtually no talkback radio whatsoever on the topic; there have been hardly any letters to the editor. 
Does the member know why? It is because 75 per cent of people out there on those roads are using mobile 
phones when they drive; the same as the member for Girrawheen and members all around the chamber do. 
Because, they use mobile phones while driving in a responsible way, I hope, and they do not hold the phones up 
to their ears, which is where the real danger lies. 

ROAD SAFETY — MOBILE PHONE USE IN CARS 

25. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Road Safety: 

I have a supplementary question. Does the minister concede that the message of his $900 000 driver distraction 
campaign has been seriously compromised by the confusion caused by his explanation of these new laws? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

No, I do not—not at all. There are many ways a driver can be distracted. Changing the CD, changing the radio 
channel, drinking a can of drink, eating a hamburger, talking to somebody next to you, or shouting at the kids 
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behind you who are making a noise are ways of being distracted. Using a mobile phone is only one of those 
ways, and it is one, like all the others. People should not shout at kids when they are driving, they should not eat 
hamburgers, they should not drink and I would say that they should not use a mobile phone while they are 
driving.  

The member said that the campaign cost $900 000, it was less than that, but I will not argue the point. We try to 
encourage people not to be distracted when they are driving. I have that problem of distraction when I am 
listening to the member for Girrawheen on the radio sometimes; I get terribly distracted and I have to curb my 
anger in the car because I am thinking that she is coming out with another furphy. I can feel another press release 
coming out, day after day!  

TAXIDRIVER FORUM 

26. Ms A.R. MITCHELL to the Minister for Transport: 

Before I ask a question to the Minister for Transport, I take this opportunity to wish my parliamentary colleague, 
the member for Wanneroo, best wishes for his birthday today. I also congratulate the minister on his appointment 
as Minister for Transport.  

I am all too aware of the recent media reports relating to security concerns of taxidrivers and passengers, and I 
also understand that the Minister for Transport attended a forum with taxidrivers last week. Could he please 
inform the house on the following — 

(1) What issues were raised at the meeting? 

(2) What are this government’s key priorities to reform the taxi industry of Western Australia? 

(3) What initiatives will this government introduce to ensure that WA taxis become the safest in the nation? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(1)–(3) I thank the member for the question; it is a very topical issue. A while ago, I met for the first time with 
the departmental officers who look after taxis. I said I thought we needed to have a forum and invite 
taxidrivers along, and the colour drained out of their faces as quickly as the Leader of the Opposition’s 
would have when he saw that fateful email from the member for Pilbara—they were in shock! We went 
through with it and organised a forum, which was held last week. I think about 150 to 170 taxidrivers 
came along. I would like to publicly thank all of those drivers; it was a fantastic opportunity to interact 
with many people who have spent years, in fact decades, serving the public of Western Australia as 
taxidrivers. They effectively raised three issues with a fair degree of passion. The first issue was what 
they saw as being a significant undermining of their reputation by the behaviour of a few bad apples in 
the industry. The second was the obvious concerns about safety. And the third was concerns about 
viability.  

As a result of that meeting we will be consulting further with other interest groups in the taxi industry 
and in the very near future we will be developing a taxi action plan. That taxi action plan will look at 
three things. It will look at availability, because one of the issues that we have is that a lot of people in 
Western Australia do not think there are enough cabs available when they need them, and we need to 
put in place an empirical and proper method to determine service levels and then a plate release 
program that flows accordingly from that. We need to look at standards at the point of entry to make 
sure that we have well-trained drivers going into the system. That is about training and it is also about 
standards. And we need to have a method in place to make sure that those drivers who are in the 
industry are performing at an appropriate level. The government has taken action in relation to that.  

Interestingly, in 2008 there were 717 compliance audits or inspections by the taxi regulators of the 
industry. Last year there were 5 035. That is a sevenfold increase in the number of inspections of the 
taxi industry under this government, designed to drive improvements in services. The most important 
area is safety. We have committed $2 million to the Northbridge rank to provide a safe facility in 
Northbridge for people to catch taxis, and a safe facility in Northbridge for taxidrivers to come and 
collect patrons, who have effectively been vetted by the process in and around the rank. We have also 
committed $7.7 million to put a new suite of security cameras in the 1 800-plus cabs in Perth; that is 
very important. One statistic that concerned me immensely was that in 2009 the police requested 163 
downloads of security camera footage from taxi services to assess serious incidents in cabs. In 2010 
they requested 259 downloads. The unfortunate reality is that in half the cases in which they requested 
the downloads, one could not be provided because the quality of the cameras’ footage was so poor. 
That is just not good enough. The new cameras will be a vast improvement: two cameras inside the 
vehicle and two outside, full voice recording, images at three frames per second and the material stored 
for 12 days instead of the current three hours. That will help the police investigate complaints about 
incidents that happen in taxis, it will also help our compliance regulators use that in-car footage to 
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investigate complaints, particularly complaints against taxidrivers. I think the member for Kingsley can 
be confident that this government is attempting to come up with what I consider to be a balanced, well-
considered and timely response to the real issues that exist in the taxi industry.  

Earlier today, I heard the Leader of the Opposition say that this government was all talk and no action. 
The Leader of the Opposition will see action in relation to taxis. If members want to see an example of 
talk in relation to the taxi industry and want to compare what the two sides of politics in Western 
Australia can offer the taxi industry, let us look at what the government has talked about: secure taxi 
ranks, cameras in cars, more compliance audits and a raft of changes to come. The shadow Minister for 
Transport, Hon Ken Travers, had a brilliant idea to make taxis in Western Australia safer. I am 
assuming that most of the opposition’s media statements come through the Leader of the Opposition’s 
office, so they are vetted and approved by him; in fact he indicated that yesterday. The brilliant reform 
for taxis in Western Australia proposed by the Labor Party is to paint each taxi gold! We have problems 
with safety, we have problems with availability, we have problems with standards and the Leader of the 
Opposition’s response is to propose spending $10 million to paint the taxis of Western Australia gold. 
Is the Leader of the Opposition serious about this gold-plated option for taxis? Is that his policy 
position about taxis or is it just a weird idea of “Goldfinger” up there in the upper house? “Goldfinger 
Travers”. And do members know the pearler about all this from old “Goldfinger Travers”? I know that 
the opposition has looked after him because he sure looked after them. The good old left, it came into 
play didn’t it?  

Before I finish, it is interesting, to have a look at the composition of the Leader of the Opposition’s new 
front bench: metalworkers’ left, the member for Swanbourne; metalworkers’ left, the member for 
Collie–Preston.  

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: What are you now? You were the new right, you have merged with the old right, so what 
are you, the new-old right? 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The miscellaneous workers union left—the artful dodger, the artful dodger from 
Rockingham, and the queen of the new right, now the new-old right, the member for Midland. She is like the 
Bea Smith from Prisoner of the new right, that is what she is, ably supported by Franky over there! Bea Smith 
and Franky are running the Labor Party. And what has happened to the old-old right? They have been kicked 
right out. They are up in the naughty corner. I now know why the Leader of the Opposition is such an 
enthusiastic — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I would be quiet if I were my friend the member for Cockburn. 

I now know why the Leader of the Opposition is such an enthusiastic supporter of “Goldfinger Travers” and his 
wonderful plan. I just want to finish with what I think is the most astounding reason for painting taxis gold. Do 
members know why he says that? It is because they are hard to spot at night. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: We have to paint them gold because we cannot see them when it is dark! There is a plain 
choice when it comes to reforming taxis: the gold-plated, see them in the dark option or a sensible, well-planned 
approach to change. 

TAXIDRIVER BEHAVIOUR 

27. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Transport: 

My question is also to the Minister for Transport and it is also about taxis. I refer in particular to an article in The 
West Australian headed “Women warned of taxi dangers” and I refer to the Minister for Transport’s comments 
of 10 February when he stated — 

… it was apparent that a small minority of taxi drivers were having a significant and damaging impact 
on the industry. 

He said the Government was developing initiatives to improve the standards of drivers entering the taxi 
industry. 

(1) Is the minister concerned about the recent increases in the inappropriate behaviour and language of 
taxidrivers towards female passengers? 
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(2) How many times should a taxidriver be allowed to engage in inappropriate behaviour or use 
inappropriate language towards a female passenger before they lose their job? 

(3) Would the minister’s own standards of behaviour be appropriate for taxidrivers? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(1)–(3) I think it was just before Christmas that I was at a social function south of the river at a private house. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Are you going to answer the question or tell a story? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: No, I am going to answer the question as this is a very serious issue. I was trying to get a 
cab with some friends — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Unfortunately, we could not get a taxi. So, we went down to Raffles Hotel. A lot of cabs 
come to Raffles Hotel because it is easy to get a fare. 

Dr J.M. Woollard: And because it’s a lovely area. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Okay; thanks for that! 

As we were waiting outside, I saw a couple of things that really did concern me, member for Midland. In 
particular, it was about closing time and there were a number of young ladies and young guys, but in particular 
young ladies who came out quite inebriated, I think, would be a fair term to say. They obviously had a good 
night, and good luck to them. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: They must have been pretty scared when they saw you! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I suppose that is for each individual to determine. 

I stood there waiting for a cab and I watched and I was really concerned to see some of these young girls, a 
couple of them unaccompanied, get into cabs. I was really concerned, and that is one of the reasons we are trying 
to make changes. The other thing that concerned me, to be frank, is that there was a crowd controller working on 
the rank, which was good. It is almost as though, from the crowd controllers’ point of view, all they want to do is 
move the person on; and that is a concern to me as well. My view is that it is most unwise for those young ladies 
to be in those cabs by themselves in certain circumstances. But I do make the point that it is a few bad apples 
that spoil the reputation of a lot of people who work extremely hard. This was a message that came through time 
and time again in my meeting with taxidrivers last week. 

We will be making changes to standards that apply at an entry-level point; and, as I indicated before, we will be 
making changes to the way we monitor the ongoing performance and behaviour of taxidrivers. One of the key 
tools in doing that will be the installation of the new cameras. As I said, the existing cameras 50 per cent of the 
time fail to deliver an image. They do not record voice, so it is almost impossible at the moment to investigate a 
complaint unless it is of a serious nature when the police get involved, because it quickly becomes a “he said, 
she said” scenario. I have told the industry that these new cameras will give the inspectors in the Department of 
Transport—I have been criticised for doing so by some civil libertarians—the opportunity when serious 
complaints are made not only to view the vision, but also importantly to listen to what has been said. 

The member for Midland may have her views about me, and that is fine; other people may as well. But I can tell 
her that in relation to this matter I will do my job properly. If the member for Midland goes to any taxi rank on a 
Friday or Saturday night, she will come away with the same concerns that I have; and I think they are concerns 
that every parent in this state would have. Surely we should have an environment—this is what we will be 
aiming to deliver—in which a taxi is a safe place for a person to get a lift home after a night out. 

TAXIDRIVER BEHAVIOUR 

28. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Transport: 

I have a supplementary question. Would the minister’s own standards of behaviour in undoing bras and sniffing 
seats see him denied a taxi licence? 

The SPEAKER: That is an opinion being sought, but the minister is free to answer. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

As I said once before in this place, I played a fair bit of football in the country. I suspect you may have as well, 
member for Midland. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: No. 
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The facts are, as we learnt, when one falls behind on the scoreboard, one simply plays the 
man. I am not going to participate in that sort of debate with the member for Midland. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You have no credibility. How can you talk to taxidrivers about standards of behaviour when 
you look in the mirror? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Very easily, member for Midland. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: How do you look in the mirror and tell taxidrivers how to behave? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will tell the member for Midland another thing I am going to do. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: What are you going to do—reach for your dirt sheets again? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I am going to make sure that cabinet is fully informed, because one of the lessons I learnt 
when I read this Auditor General’s report into Perth Arena was that when Department of Housing and Works 
officers — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Listen to this! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Listen to this, members. This is your shadow Treasurer. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You’re the one in the box here. You’re the one with the poor standards of behaviour. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will share it with my colleagues. DHW officers advised that they provided fortnightly 
verbal briefings to the minister—that was you, member for Midland—highlighting key risks and issues. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: What’s this got to do with taxis? Your question was as Minister for Transport. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Our review of the cabinet submissions confirmed this information was not reported to 
cabinet. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I can tell the member for Midland that when we deal with taxis, we will make sure 
cabinet knows about it and participates in the process. 

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Minister for Transport; Housing — Answer Advice 

MR C.J. TALLENTIRE (Gosnells) [2.56 pm]: Under standing order 80(2), I wish to bring the house’s 
attention to the ongoing failure of the Minister for Transport; Housing to respond to questions on notice, and that 
I am entitled to an explanation on why those questions have not been responded to. Can the minister please 
provide that explanation? I am referring to questions on notice 4312 and 4306. 

The SPEAKER: Indeed, member for Gosnells, standing order 80(2) does give you that entitlement. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [2.57 pm]: As we discussed yesterday, I am pretty 
sure I signed the answers to those questions this morning, but I will follow up and get back to the member this 
afternoon. 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: That’s not an explanation, minister. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: They are signed. 

Premier — Answer Advice 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [2.58 pm]: Pursuant to standing order 80(2), I have a number of questions 
to the Premier that are unanswered—4387, 4370, 4369, 4368, 4367, 4366, 4365, 4114, 4111, 3930 and 3929. 

The SPEAKER: Were they directed to the Premier? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: They were directed to the Premier, and I have a number of others, Mr Speaker. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.58 pm]: I will check, but I imagine the answers to those 
questions are on their way. 

Minister for Housing — Answer Advice 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [2.59 pm]: Under standing order 80(2) I have unanswered questions to the 
Minister for Housing—4373, 4374, 4375, 4376, 4377, 4378, 4379, 4380, 4381, 4382 and 4383. 
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MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Housing) [2.59 pm]: I will certainly investigate those questions 
and make sure they are answered as promptly as possible. 

Treasurer; Attorney General — Answer Advice 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [3.00 pm]: Under standing order 80(2) I have unanswered questions to the 
Treasurer and Attorney General numbered 4386 and 4372. 

The SPEAKER: Were those questions directed to the Treasurer and Attorney General? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes. 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Treasurer) [3.00 pm]: Yes, I have inherited a few. I will check into those 
and make sure they are on their way. 

Minister Assisting the Treasurer — Answer Advice 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [3.00 pm]: I have unanswered question 4371 to the new minister who is 
the minister assisting the Premier; that is, the member for Nedlands. 

The SPEAKER: It has gone to the Treasurer; is that what I am informed, or has it gone to the Minister for 
Commerce? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is to the minister assisting the Premier. 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [3.00 pm]: I will look into that. I am no 
longer in that position, but I will chase it up. 

Premier — Answer Advice 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [3.01 pm]: Under the same standing order, I have a 
fairly large number of unanswered questions. I thought I might direct my question — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! Members on both sides, many of you might want to ask a question along 
these lines in future. I give you the advice to look at standing order 80(2) to see what the members are entitled to 
do, no matter which side of this house they are on. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: I thought I might ask the Premier as the person responsible for accountability in the 
government why these questions have not yet been answered: question 4595 to the Attorney General; 4590 to the 
minister representing the Minister for Transport and Disability Services; 4585 to the Premier; 4579 to the 
Attorney General; 4574 to the minister representing the Minister for Transport; 4573 to the Minister for 
Education; 4569 to the Premier; 4494 to the minister representing the Minister for Transport; 4489 to the 
Premier; 4462 to the minister representing the Minister for Transport; 4457 to the Premier; 4453 to the Minister 
for Water and Mental Health—the former minister; I hope that has not gone into a black hole—4451 to the 
Attorney General; 4450 to the minister representing the Minister for Energy; 4446 to the minister representing 
the Minister for Transport, who seems to come up a lot in this; 4441 to the Premier; 4542 to the minister 
representing the Minister for Transport; 4537 to the Premier; 4430 to the minister representing the Minister for 
Transport; 4425 to the Premier; 4262 to the Premier; 4257 to the Minister for Housing; 4263 to the Minister for 
Housing; 4019 to the Premier; and 4017 to the Premier. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [3.02 pm]: Clearly, a few questions have not been answered, but 
we have come back from a summer break. I think if anyone is interested — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The questions will be answered. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Some of us haven’t; some are still away. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Very smart. 

The questions will be answered, but for anyone who observes this process of questions I simply say look at the 
questions; look at the content and the quality of the questions. Most of the questions are absolutely trivial, they 
are absolute garbage, about pot plants—it is just absurd! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As an opposition, members opposite abuse FOI and they abuse parliamentary questions; 
however, they will be answered. 

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Thank you, Leader of the Opposition! 

PREMIER’S STATEMENT 

Amendment to Question 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale) [3.03 pm]: I have a few more comments to make on my support of the amendment. 
I just want to reiterate that our support for this amendment is not an attack on the firefighters. As I have 
repeatedly stated today, the firefighters have performed an outstanding service, as was relayed in the media by 
the Premier. We seek an inquiry that will look at wider issues, which hopefully will actually support the 
firefighters because, as I stated, I have received numerous communications about insufficient support for the 
firefighters. If those communications are correct, they are a damning indictment on the minister and this 
government. However, as I also stated, if it had been a westerly wind that afternoon, the fire would have moved 
up through Roleystone and we would be looking at a greater disaster. As the member for Darling Range and I 
have observed, looking at the people who have lost their homes, it is something that none of us would want to 
see repeated.  

Why is the government, which has shown sympathy and acknowledged the grave circumstances of 6 February 
by providing financial assistance, so stubborn in refusing to have a proper open and independent inquiry? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: We’re not. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: We are not, are we? The terms of reference the government has proposed at this stage and what 
the Premier mentioned today appear to be insufficient to obtain enough information to prevent this disaster 
happening in the future. It says that we are going to look at prescribed burning, planning and building 
regulations. Of course we need to look at those things, I agree, but it does not get to the fundamental issue of 
how our firefighting services, whether they are voluntary or career, are being supported. There is also the 
communication issue. No lives were lost—thank goodness no lives were lost. However, as I have stated, if the 
wind was blowing the other way, I wonder whether I could say that today. I urge the government to please listen 
to this amendment and support this amendment, because we—I am sure every member, whatever political 
party— are all here to do the best for the people of Western Australia. Surely, an independent, open, full and 
wide-ranging inquiry to ensure that our emergency services are properly prepared and geared to fight a disaster is 
something that we all should support. Nothing I have heard about the government’s proposed inquiry gives me 
confidence that this is the case. More importantly, I do not think it gives the victims confidence. One of the 
issues we have to look at in recovery is the issue of healing. The victims need to be healed. Eventually their 
properties will be rebuilt. Some will never return to the hills, but many will. They need to be confident that the 
government, the state of Western Australia, is in tandem with them during their healing process. Anyone who 
knows anything about healing and reparations understands that it is not just material reparations that we must 
provide—that was provided in small measure by the instant relief, which is very much welcome—but also 
emotional healing and emotional reparations. That is done by listening to the victims and to the firefighters who 
have been damaged by what they saw and what they had to fight on 6 February.  

Therefore, I strongly urge the government to support this amendment. All we are trying to do is improve the 
situation in Western Australia so that we can fight bushfires in a better, more efficient way in the future. Maybe 
the inquiry will find that the system we have now is fine. If that is the case, so be it, but it may also make 
recommendations for improvements. As the member for Girrawheen, the Leader of the Opposition and I have 
said, we do not seek to apportion blame; we seek to find answers and ways to improve the current system. 
Therefore, I urge members of this house to support the amendment. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [3.08 pm]: Obviously, I intend to 
respond to this amendment to the question before the house, and as I do so I will ask a couple of questions. 
These are genuine questions. When did the member for Girrawheen go to the Roleystone–Kelmscott fire area? 

Ms M.M. Quirk: I didn’t say I did. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: So the member has not been there. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: I didn’t say whether I did or I didn’t. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: So the member has not been there. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Talk to the amendment. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: So the member has not been there. I know that the — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: No, I was there about three months before the fire happened and said that it was at risk. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That was before the fire, okay. The Leader of the Opposition went on Tuesday, I believe. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Yes. 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I believe the Leader of the Opposition went on Tuesday. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Deal with the amendment! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Be quiet—the member for Perth has no credibility whatsoever! 

The Leader of the Opposition went on Tuesday. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Wednesday. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The Leader of the Opposition went on Wednesday—okay. So the member for Girrawheen 
who is the shadow spokesperson for emergency services has not even been out there yet. The Leader of the 
Opposition, with all credibility, and I accept that he in good faith — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Members opposite do not like the truth, do they? I accept that the Leader of the 
Opposition went there to see what was going on and to offer support. I accept that absolutely and I believe that 
he went there for that reason. However, the member for Girrawheen has not even been there since the fire. 

Mr P.C. Tinley: What has that got to do with it?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will tell the member for Willagee why. If he just keeps quiet for a little while, he will 
learn something.  

The Leader of the Opposition went to the Roleystone–Kelmscott area on Wednesday. Yet, on Tuesday, the day 
after the Premier and I were there, we get a press release from the Leader of the Opposition. He had not even 
been there! There is also what is almost a press release within a press release from the member for Girrawheen. 
She has not been there, but she knows exactly what we need to do: we have to have a royal commission.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Give me a break: 72 houses were burnt down. That’s enough! You don’t have to go there to 
recognise the seriousness of that.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: You should be ashamed of yourselves. You are dragging — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Don’t be nasty! You don’t have to be there to talk to people and know anything.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Why don’t you be quiet? I am not talking to you, because you are one of the laziest 
previous ministers ever, and you will be one of the laziest shadow Treasurers ever! My colleague the Treasurer 
will look forward to taking you on any day. He will have you for breakfast.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: He didn’t do so well today!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, he did!  

Here we have the shadow spokesperson on emergency services who has not even been out to that area to see 
what has happened. She has not even been out there and now she knows about everything.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: She knows what needs to be known.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: She knew it the day after the fire! Her press release was issued before the fire had even 
stopped. I have never seen such crass political point-scoring as I have seen today. 

Mr T.G. Stephens: Yes, you have! You used to do it! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The Leader of the Opposition is not looking to you for any help! He does not want your 
help, my friend! He does not like you anymore; you are a naughty boy—and you are incompetent! Those are 
words of the Leader of the Opposition.  

Mr P.C. Tinley: And you’re so loved by those people behind you, aren’t you?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Weren’t you one of the Judas team out at the office of the member for Victoria Park? You 
were one of them!  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Where’s your support?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: They are all around, do not worry. I will tell you this: this is a serious issue. Basically, the 
opposition is calling for a royal commission into what happened in Roleystone–Kelmscott.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Think about what happened! Think about the danger! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Of course, I do. I was there! Did you go there? No, you didn’t even go out there!  

Mr P.C. Tinley interjected.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Why don’t you be quiet, my friend? You still haven’t learnt; you are still very much a new 
boy—the same as the member for Armadale, who I think had good intentions. The member for Armadale might 
be the new boy, but please do not learn the bad habits of the member for Girrawheen and some of the other 
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members opposite. I have a bit of faith in the member for Armadale. He is intelligent and I think that he means 
well. But I tell you what, the member has been fed some garbage, because some of the comments he has made 
today are absolute garbage. They are not truthful comments. They were fed to him with a particular reason in 
mind. I will talk to the member for Armadale outside this chamber, and I will assure him of that. The member for 
Armadale said there was nobody left to look after the metropolitan area.  

Dr A.D. Buti: I didn’t say that. I said that’s why we need an inquiry—to ensure that is not the case.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I can tell the member for Armadale that it is a rare occurrence when the majority of 
resources are committed to a fire, such as the Roleystone–Kelmscott fire. However, at the height of the 
emergencies on that weekend, there were five stations protecting the remainder of the metropolitan area. The 
information that the member for Armadale is getting is a little bit jaundiced, and I wonder why. There were also 
local government and Department of Environment and Conservation resources left in reserve.  

The member for Girrawheen talked about some of our volunteer firefighters coming from Albany and not being 
put on immediately to fight the fire. That is part of the operation. If we throw everybody into fighting the fire, 
there would be nobody to take over when the firefighters have to have a rest. We cannot expect our volunteer 
firefighters or our career firefighters to fight fires for 48 hours nonstop without rest. It has to be done, like in the 
Army they would strategically use teams to go out. 

Mr P.C. Tinley: How would you know? Have you been there? You say you think you know how the Army 
operates. Apply the same argument that you’ve already invoked onto this! You’re just a joke! You’re a lone, 
dribbling old joke and you want to find the door, pal, because it’s coming.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I thought you would be a good member when you came in, but I have lost that notion 
now. The member has gone into that typical Labor mould of being a nasty person with a very loud voice—like 
some other members. Let us get back to the amendment, because that is very important.  

I can tell members that there will be a full investigation, inquiry and review, which is always the practice after a 
major incident. It is not the case after every fire, but after a major incident, such as Toodyay and Roleystone–
Kelmscott. That will be carried out by an independent person, Stuart Ellis, who is recognised internationally and 
throughout Australia as being an expert in that field. He has enormous experience. For anybody in this chamber 
to insult him by saying that he will give the report that FESA wants is a disgrace. That is what members opposite 
are saying. For members opposite to say that FESA would appoint somebody who will only give them a 
favourable report — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: That is not what I said.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is what has been said this morning. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: That is not what I have said, though.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That has been said this morning by the member for Girrawheen and others. 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am not talking to you. My mother said if I did not have something good to say — 

Mr J.R. Quigley: I know why you don’t want to talk because you don’t know what to say! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: My mother said if I have nothing good to say about somebody, I should not say anything 
at all. I use that in relation to the member for Mindarie. I know that he was one of the main instigators who got 
the member for Pilbara going in the Judas-like action against the Leader of the Opposition.  

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J.M. Francis): Member for Mandurah, I am on my feet. I have reached the limit 
of my tolerance. I will keep standing and I will start calling people. I direct the minister to come back to the topic 
on hand, which is the amendment moved by the Leader of the Opposition.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will be delighted to, because I want to give an assurance to the house that a full and 
thorough investigation and review will take place by Stuart Ellis, who will do all the necessary things that need 
to be done. As members opposite know very well, that is a prepared list. He will be dealing with and talking to 
anybody he needs to.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: That is not what it says. It says “key stakeholders”.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member for Girrawheen did not even go there. I would keep quiet if I were her! The 
member has got all her information second-hand from certain people, I am sure. I give credit to the Leader of the 
Opposition, but the point I am making is that before even the Leader of the Opposition went out there, he had 
issued his press release and the member for Girrawheen had issued hers.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: It’s the same one, I suspect.  
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The same one, yes. I refer to Western Australia’s firefighting capabilities.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: That was in the Toodyay report. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, that is what the member for Girrawheen wants; she refers to the relationship between 
firefighting agencies. I wonder why she is asking for that.  

I will go through with members the number of major incident reviews undertaken over the past 10 years: 
cyclones Vance and Elaine in 1999; the Bellevue HAZMAT fire in 2001; the Karijini incident in 2004; tropical 
cyclones George and Jacob in 2007; and the Toodyay bushfire in 2009. A review into the Perth metropolitan 
storms is underway and will come forward, and also the Redhill, Roleystone and Lake Clifton bushfires; they are 
all underway. In addition to these reviews, there have been numerous external inquiries including the Tenterden 
fire coronial inquiry in 2003, the Ledge Point fire coronial inquiry in 2003; the Auditor General for Western 
Australia’s performance examination responding to major bushfires in 2004; and the Community Development 
and Justice Standing Committee review into fire and emergency services legislation to deal with bushfires in 
2006. Members opposite had a majority on that committee, and 98 per cent of those recommendations have been 
accepted by the government, and some of them have been put into operation. The ones that we could do quickly 
we have done. We have amended the Bush Fires Act, and the other recommendations are being worked through 
in legislation and almost certainly a new act will have to be put in place. That was a long and a very good 
inquiry. There was a review into WA bushfire preparedness in 2009. Have members opposite seen that? We have 
seen the Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission interim and final reports in 2009 and 2010, and the Boorabin 
bushfire coronial inquiry in 2010. We have had all of those inquiries, and the government has put in place the 
latest one for Roleystone–Kelmscott.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: Can I ask the minister whether the 13 recommendations about Toodyay have been finalised 
and acted upon?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will come back to that and give the member that information. The Premier has said quite 
openly that we will have another and separate inquiry that will not deal with the things that Stuart Ellis is dealing 
with. There may be some overlap, but, as the Premier said, quite rightly, there are areas that we need to look at 
that may be able to prevent in the future the significant fires that we saw that weekend—for instance, planning 
controls. The Minister for Planning and I worked together on guidelines for building in bushfire areas, and they 
are the guidelines that local authorities now have. We urge people to adhere to those guidelines. Many areas 
need to be looked at. The member will find out, once cabinet has approved the recommendations and from the 
report that will come through from the Premier next Monday, I assume, exactly what we are going to do. But the 
member wanted to call for an investigation into the fire two days after the fire started. What I am saying is that 
the fire was still burning. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Do you want us to be slack like you and do it six months later? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am sorry? 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Oh, nothing. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, the member is being rude again, but that is typical of her. But I just cannot believe 
that, as the shadow minister, the member has not even been out there yet, and she has not spoken to the residents 
out there. She may have made a phone call or two — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: I have spoken to a number of residents by phone. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Have you? 

Ms M.M. Quirk: I left a message with the mayor of Armadale, and I have liaised with the local member. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, but the other point is that the Leader of the Opposition issued a press release, along 
with the member’s press release, the day before he had even been out there. The member issued a press release 
calling for a huge inquiry without even going out there and seeing for herself firsthand what the problems were 
and how devastating it was. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: I know what the problems are. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I can tell the member that when the Premier and I went out there on the Monday, we met 
lots of firefighters there, and we take our hats off to them. They are tremendous people. None of them even 
intimated the sorts of things that the member is saying. Every time the fire trucks went by, some of the residents 
there would clap the firefighters because of the tremendous job that they did. We stopped and talked to some of 
them. So do not start criticising any of our firefighters for the job that they did, because they did a sterling job, 
and they had more equipment for that fire than they had for any other previous fire in Western Australia. They 
had more equipment than any other government had given them. The opposition is trying in a way to blame the 
government for what happened. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: No, we’re not. You should be bipartisan. You’re making it political. 



 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 16 February 2011] 447 

 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The opposition is saying, “Did they have sufficient resources?” We gave them more 
resources than the previous government ever dreamt of. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: That is wrong. The previous government made a massive injection into firefighting. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Did it? 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Yes, we did. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Show me where. I would be very interested to see. How many Fire Kings did the previous 
government have? 

Ms R. Saffioti: Who introduced the helicopters into the system? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: What—the helitacs? The little ones or the big ones? We have funded more for FESA than 
the previous government ever dreamt of. We have given the Department of Environment and Conservation more 
money for its firefighting equipment than the previous government ever dreamt of. 

Mr M. McGowan: You’ve taken a quarter of its budget away. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, we have not. We are funding an extra 102 career firefighters. We are providing 
funding of $10 million a year for the next four years for extra water tankers because we know all these things are 
needed. We are replacing some of the old equipment which the firefighters had when Labor was in government 
and which they were asking to have replaced. So do not try to tell me that this government has not done 
everything it can to try to assist our firefighters in fighting these fires. 

Dr A.D. Buti: Do the volunteers have the proper equipment? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, I believe they do. 

Dr A.D. Buti: Do they have breathing apparatus? 

Ms M.M. Quirk: No, they don’t, because they don’t have that. They are bush — 

Dr A.D. Buti: But they had to fight structure fires. How do they fight a structure fire without breathing 
apparatus? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I can tell the member that no-one is sent in to fight structure fires without proper 
equipment. 

Dr A.D. Buti: Yes, but volunteers in the hills are legally obliged to do it. That’s the point we’re trying to make: 
they are legally obliged to fight structure fires and they don’t have the equipment, so how are they going to do it? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Let me just tell the member this, because I have received a couple of notes since he made 
those comments. He got that information from someone, and I have a pretty good idea who it was. The answer to 
that part of the question is — 

The firefighters attending the incident were appropriately equipped for a defensive rural urban interface 
strategy (protecting property and exposures from bushfire impact externally) 

They are used to fighting fires in the bush; they are used to fighting fires in semi-rural areas where there are 
properties. The member knows what it is like in Roleystone–Kelmscott. There are houses that, unfortunately, 
have tremendous overgrowth around them. They have trees hanging over them. They are a disaster waiting to 
happen. The member knows what caused the majority of the fire there. It was an accident arising from the use of 
an angle grinder, unfortunately. That is what we assume happened. I do not know what will happen in the future 
about that. I think a person has been charged, so I do not want to go into too much detail about that. However, 
something like that cannot be foreseen, and with 85 kilometre-an-hour gusts of wind in an area like that where 
there is so much bush around and between properties, it is a disaster waiting to happen. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: There are more — 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I accept that. I believe that is why the Premier wants to have a separate inquiry focusing 
strategically on some of those areas that would not normally be part of the FESA inquiry. So we are doing that. 

Dr A.D. Buti: We are not disagreeing with that, minister, but we are also saying that it has to go further. That is 
all we are saying. And if you are confident in your answers, you should not fear an inquiry. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: So you want a royal commission. 

Dr A.D. Buti: I would be happy if you prove me wrong. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think we will prove the member wrong. 

Dr A.D. Buti: But prove me wrong. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will prove the member wrong; the government will prove him wrong. I think the 
opposition has dragged itself down to the lowest point in political point-scoring, which is what it is trying to do. 
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It is using the tragedy of what happened in Roleystone–Kelmscott and the poor people who lost their properties 
for political point-scoring. It did it on Tuesday. It did not even wait until the fire was out. It thought, “Here we 
go. We’ll have a go at the Barnett government. We’ll get our boots in there.” I find it disgraceful that the 
opposition should sink that low. It is not surprising that it is disgraceful. But, member for Girrawheen, I am — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: The firefighters were dismayed at that. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Absolutely. A lot of the firefighters I spoke to had nothing but good things to say about 
the facilities and the equipment that we have been able to give them since we have been in government. They 
came from everywhere, as they do, because they are a wonderful group of people—not only the firefighters, but 
also the State Emergency Service volunteers. They are tremendous. 

Dr A.D. Buti: Yes, we agree. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Well, the opposition is demeaning them and their actions by simply — 

Dr A.D. Buti: We’re talking about the equipment and whether they have enough support. Do you want to go and 
get Hansard to see how many times we have complimented the firefighters? That is so wrong, minister. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The opposition is politicising that tragedy. It should have come out and said, “Look, this 
has been the nature of the incident. We as an opposition will support the government 100 per cent in everything 
that we can do to try to ensure that there are not these devastating fires in the future.” That is what the opposition 
should be doing, but, unfortunately we do not expect the opposition to do it. 

Dr A.D. Buti: It is fair enough to criticise us for calling for an inquiry, but don’t say that we are criticising the 
firefighters. We have not done that, and I take exception to that. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: You take exception to what you like, my friend. You should listen to what your senior 
colleagues say, because that is what they are implying—that the firefighters not have equipment and that they do 
not have a voice within government. I can assure the opposition that they have. They have a great team at FESA 
who care tremendously for all our volunteer firefighters. FESA gives them every bit of equipment, every bit of 
encouragement and every bit of support that it can—something that was missing under the previous government. 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [3.28 pm]: There is common ground between the opposition and the 
government that there needs to be an inquiry. It is the structure of the inquiry that is really the contentious issue. 
No-one in this chamber today has cast any aspersions on the inquiry, Mr Stuart Ellis or his capability to conduct 
an inquiry. However, the grave concern is the protection of witnesses who come before the inquiry. Victims who 
have lost their houses might want to criticise the way in which their properties were defended or the preparation 
or the planning issues involved in the situation of the properties. Unless there is a properly structured judicial 
inquiry, none of these people will be protected from the law of defamation when they make submissions. It could 
be a volunteer firefighter or a public servant who wants to make a criticism of the Fire and Emergency Services 
Authority or a criticism of the way in which a particular group was defending the fire assault. The government 
must make clear to the victims, the public servants and the volunteer firefighters that, in its inquiry, the victims 
will be stripped of any protection. It is terrible for them to have gone through such an event and not be able to 
candidly state their views. Similarly, public servants who know something about the matter will not be able to 
candidly give their views to the inquirer without the risk of defamation. That is why a royal commission was 
established in Victoria. It is the very reason a royal commission was held after the Dwellingup fire. People 
cannot come before these inquiries and express their concerns candidly unless they are protected from 
defamation. The government has form. It is the same in the Spratt case when the Premier specifically resisted a 
public inquiry, but once the Corruption and Crime Commission established an inquiry, officers were able, with 
full protection, to contradict the Commissioner of Police’s version of events that he played out through his press 
releases.  

The fire victims have already lost their homes. They will be facing an inquiry naked of protection from 
defamation. We all thank the volunteer firefighters for the extraordinary effort they made in fighting this fire. If 
they go to put in their two bob’s worth, they will know that this government does not hold them in sufficient 
regard to protect them from the laws of defamation. This is the tragedy for the public servants and the Fire and 
Emergency Services Authority people who might want to say something about the preparations that were made 
to fight the fire. They are not protected so their superiors could sue them. It is just not satisfactory that the people 
who have lost everything could in this inquiry be left exposed to the threat of defamation proceedings. Royal 
commissions and judicial inquiries provide full protection for witnesses who come before them. These people, 
who have suffered so much already, can speak the truth as they understand it and be protected; they can raise 
concerns about what has gone wrong or about why they have lost their family home. That is why there is a point 
of difference between the opposition and the government. We care to protect the volunteer firefighters; we care 
to protect the public servants; and, most of all, we care to protect the victims who might want to come before the 
inquiry and give their account of the truth as they understood it, without the fear that they could receive a 
lawyer’s letter threatening them with defamation for what they might say to the inquirer.  
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MR M.J. COWPER (Murray–Wellington — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.32 pm]: I will not hold up the 
chamber for too long, but I want to put on record that certain procedures exist within organisations to address 
incidents of this kind. I am speaking from a personal perspective. I have been in charge of a number of serious 
incidents, including fires, cyclones and lost people. Two common issues that arise at debriefs held subsequent to 
those major incidents are communications and training. I do not recall ever having been to any incident at which 
those two issues have not become critical. No matter how much training we provide or how good the 
communications at the time, they can always be improved.  

The notion that the member for Mindarie proffered was that a royal commission should be held so that witnesses 
can be protected. I do not subscribe to that view. Will it mean that every time there is a fire from now on we will 
hold a royal commission into it? For instance, there was a fire last night at Lockridge, and my brother was there 
fighting it. Will we call for a royal commission into it? Will the opposition call for a royal commission into the 
Lake Clifton fires, where 10 homes were destroyed? Four years ago in 2007, fire swept across my electorate 
including Dwellingup, through the Coolup valley almost into Waroona. Sixteen homes were destroyed on that 
occasion. Is the opposition calling for a royal commission into that fire?  

Several members interjected.  

Mr M.J. COWPER: I understand that the opposition has a role to play. It has called for a royal commission 
because it seems to be the right thing to do. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: How many more of those fires do we have to have before we do something about it?  

Mr M.J. COWPER: I have some concerns in relation to the Fire and Emergency Services Authority but not 
with its operations around fires. The rank and file within FESA work quite well.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: You keep mentioning that there were deaths. Do you have to have some deaths before 
you do something about it?  

The ACTING SPEAKER(Mr J.M. Francis): Thank you, member for Mandurah. You were not in the chamber 
the last time I got to my feet. Am I making myself perfectly clear? I call the member for Mandurah for the third 
time. 

Mr P.C. Tinley: Should 100 houses be destroyed before you have an inquiry—72 or 75? What is the number; 
where is the line?  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Willagee.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: Thank you, Mr Speaker. In 1961 a royal commission was held as a result of a fire that 
wiped out almost a complete town. It lost its industry and numerous places were destroyed. A number of 
recommendations were made as a result of that royal commission. We saw them played out in a royal 
commission following the 2009 Victorian fires—the same recommendations were made in 2009 as those in 
1961; they related to prescribed burning. That is an area we need to revisit. If we do not reduce the fuel loadings 
within our forests, we will have significant problems.  

I am here to tell members that forest fires and fires in bushland areas will continue in the future, and they cause 
me grave concern. I was gravely concerned when I was in charge of the Denmark Police Station. We ran some 
simulated fire exercises down that way involving our emergency services, including the State Emergency 
Service, bush fire brigades and local fireys. FESA came down and did some fuel hazard analysis on the forest 
near Lights Road, not far from where the member for Blackwood–Stirling lives, in fact. The fuel loadings in that 
karri forest were 90 tonnes per hectare, when the acceptable level of fuel loadings in the forest in that part of the 
world was four tonnes per hectare. Some areas of our state give me real concern.  

Closer to the peripheral urban environment of Leschenault, in my electorate, just north of Australind, the fuel 
loadings and the number of beautiful homes built right on the lovely Leschenault estuary are of grave concern to 
me. If a bushfire runs through that place, many, many homes will be lost. It concerns me that we might even lose 
lives. It is a miracle that we did not lose lives in the fire at Lake Clifton. I am very pleased there was no loss of 
life among our friends who live in the Kelmscott hills. We have been very, very lucky here in Western Australia. 
I think the last death as a result of a fire was, unfortunately, in Toodyay when a schoolteacher drove off the road. 
It was a very tragic event. Some time ago I was talking to the crews at Julimar about that incident.  

I understand that the opposition has a job and it is here to hold the government to account. But in this instance let 
the experts within the organisation examine the issues surrounding that fire and look at what can be done to 
improve operations. I think we already pretty much know that the fire at Kelmscott was, unfortunately, 
accidentally lit by a person. I am sure we all understand his situation—he made a mistake. What was very 
pleasing to see in the reports on television was the forgiving nature of the people whose homes were destroyed. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: In conversation with some of those people, it struck me as amazing that people who lost their 
homes could be so gracious.  
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Mr M.J. COWPER: Indeed. In contrast to that, in my neck of the woods, I spoke to a bloke named Joe Ferarro, 
who was not insured. He lost everything. The only things he was left with were what he stood in. His business 
was roof carpentry. His machinery, including bobcats, which were housed on his small acreage, were totally 
destroyed. He was not so forgiving, primarily because it was understood, although not proved, that that fire was 
deliberately lit. That particular fire was attended by circumstances of criminality—in fact, arson—so why has the 
opposition not called for a royal commission into it? It is only a miracle, as pointed out by a member opposite, 
that no lives were lost. I am very pleased that no lives were lost. The reason no lives were lost, and the way the 
fires were contained to a certain degree, comes down to the great efforts of our volunteer firefighters. One thing 
that came out at Lake Clifton was the need to support the Lake Clifton and Preston Beach volunteer bush fire 
brigades. They are struggling for numbers. Volunteerism for those fire units is diminishing. A royal commission 
is essentially what this motion calls for. I have been involved in royal commissions; it is not a pleasant place to 
be, being quizzed by the likes of now judge Kate O’Brien. It is not a comfortable place to be. Let the experts 
look at this fire. I think it will be conclusive as to what caused it. The experts will consider how things can be 
improved and what needs to be put in place to mitigate the effects of fire; that is, preparedness, response and 
repair.  

To jump at shadows because the opposition wants to be seen to be doing the right thing is not doing this place 
and its members any favours whatsoever. If there was some merit to it I would support members opposite, but I 
do not believe there is merit in this instance. Once upon a time fires were investigated by police and reported to 
the coroner. The way we are structured nowadays, we have a designated team, including investigators from the 
Fire and Emergency Services Authority, and when circumstances of criminality exist the arson squad is 
involved. They go into great depth and have access to resources. The American Federal Bureau of Investigation 
is one of those resources. It had access to investigative techniques that we never had a few years ago. I am very 
confident that, where possible, that arrangement will rise to the top and be exposed. For whatever reason, I do 
not know, members opposite are calling for a royal commission. I believe the shadow minister, the member for 
Girrawheen, is a genuine person who has a genuine interest in the safety of the people of Western Australia. She 
is doing a pretty darn good job. I do not support her on that basis. There is probably not an electorate more fire 
prone than the one I represent. Thank you, members.  

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah) [3.42 pm]: It is very important that I place on record a couple of 
important points. In the Premier’s earlier tirade, and if I can call it a contribution by the Minister for Emergency 
Services, an offensive insinuation was made that by bringing this motion to the house members on this side do 
not support the magnificent volunteers within our communities, and indeed within other communities throughout 
Western Australia, who have responded to what was a horrific fire emergency. That is offensive. Of course it 
also includes those people who are career personnel. The Premier and the minister made offensive remarks to 
insinuate that by bringing this motion forward, we on this side do not absolutely 100 per cent support the people 
in our community who put their own lives on the line to support and assist people in peril, and their properties, 
who face the disastrous effects of fires or other disasters. We have to put that on record. The member for 
Armadale put it very well but tried to do that a number of times whilst the minister and the Premier were 
speaking. How dare the government have a go and say that we do not care! The fact is, we do.  

The reason this motion is before this house today is that we need to learn the lessons of the past. The last royal 
commission into a major disaster such as a bushfire emergency was in 1961—50 years ago—when the township 
of Dwellingup and the hamlet outside it, Holyoake, were threatened to be wiped out. The populations there 
gathered on the oval in Dwellingup to shelter—the only place they could shelter—wondering whether the fire 
would consume them. One of the things we must do in Western Australia is look at the history of emergency 
management in other states of Australia. I chaired the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee 
that looked at our own emergency management legislation. One of the differences Western Australia has is that 
up until last week—indeed even up until the 1961 disaster—we had not had a major catastrophic loss of life, 
unlike what occurred in Victoria in the Ash Wednesday fires of 1983 and the Tasmanian bushfires earlier than 
that. Immediately after those disasters there was a change in the legislative regime in those states. After the 
Ash Wednesday fires in 1983, the Victorian government initiated major legislative change. In Western Australia 
we have not had the catastrophic loss of life that triggered legislative change, major inquiries and indeed major 
judicial inquiries like those that recently followed upon the disastrous and tragic bushfires in Victoria, only two 
years ago. That does not mean that this state should not ensure that it has the most modern legislation and 
resourced organisations, be they volunteer or career firefighters, in the country. The member for Murray–
Wellington thought that we had been lucky; I agree with him. We have been fortunate not to have had 
catastrophic loss of life, but we have had loss of life. That in itself is a great tragedy. Do not come in here, 
whether the Premier or the minister, and insinuate that I or anyone else here does not understand the gravity and 
the tragedy that people experienced not only last week, and not only in the Lake Clifton areas south of my own 
electorate, but indeed anywhere that people have faced calamity during other emergencies that are not of a 
bushfire nature.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Were you the chairman of the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee?  
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Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Absolutely. You sat on the committee!  

Mr R.F. Johnson: No, I did not.  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: You were on the committee with Larry Graham.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Sorry? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: No; you actually got off the committee. You were on the committee but you got off.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: You looked at the emergency services legislation and what should be done.  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: The issues of emergency management.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: That committee made about 90-odd recommendations for changes to the Bush Fires Act—
was that the one?  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: There were a number of recommendations.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: You never took it to cabinet in the two years!  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: No, minister; you’ve had your chance. I have only 15 minutes. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: It took us to come to government. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: No, no; the minister is missing the point totally.  

The member for Mindarie put this very well: we have had a number of very, very tragic events. The opposition is 
asking, I think quite rightfully, that we have a thorough judicial investigation to ensure that we put ourselves at 
the forefront in Australia, knowing that we have in place the best possible procedures and the best legislation to 
underpin that. That is what we are asking for. The minister has already attacked members on this side for 
insensitively attacking volunteers. That is absolute rubbish, and the minister knows it!  

Mr R.F. Johnson: I am accusing you of gutter politics by coming out, before you had been to the fire —  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: However, the minister will not admit it. He will not be big enough to admit it because 
he will then go off on a tangent to talk about other things, as he did during his contribution in this house. He is 
supposed to be the Minister for Emergency Services! It is a fact that since 1961, when the last royal commission 
into a major bushfire catastrophe took place, the urban fringes of the Perth metro area have grown dramatically. 
In fact, many of the places that were threatened probably did not exist as major urban centres in 1961. As the 
population of the Perth metro area has grown, and indeed spread further south into the Peel region, we have 
pushed more and more of our population into the hills and into the areas of the members for West Swan and 
Swan Hills. The member for Swan Hills distracts me because he has moved from where he was! I used to be able 
to attack him over there, but I now have to go over there! The fact is that the Perth population has expanded 
rapidly and over that time we have allowed people to do all sorts of things. We have let local government 
authorities allow planning approvals for dwellings made of wood right underneath canopies of very highly treed 
areas on blocks of land that slope dramatically. We have allowed a range of things to occur over the past 
50 years. Is it not now timely to look very carefully at the procedures and processes that we have in place for 
responding to an emergency? We and local government authorities must properly examine those aspects when 
people choose to live in places that are absolutely vulnerable, as they are and have been proven to be in the past 
few weeks. To do that, as the member for Mindarie put very clearly, we need to allow not only for that 
examination to be transparent and open, but also for people to have their say no matter what their experience or 
their circumstances. No matter whether they are or were a victim; no matter whether they are people who work 
for a local government; and no matter whether they are public servants who work in the emergency services area, 
they should have absolute confidence that they can appear before an appropriate review or judicial inquiry, have 
their say and have the relevant protection. That is the point the member for Mindarie made. That, in itself, is a 
compelling argument on the intention of this amendment to the motion. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: No, the intention is to condemn this government. That’s what it is. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Yes, because we are. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: That’s what you said in your amendment for not having the inquiry. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: We should be condemning the minister’s performance in his speech, because his 
speech was appalling. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Give us a break! We have told you it’s going to happen. Wait until Monday. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: The minister’s speech, as the person who should be leading the cabinet on issues in 
emergency services, was appalling. It was outrageously appalling; and it demonstrates the lack of confidence 
many people have in him holding that position, quite frankly. Rather than talk about the seriousness of the issue, 
he decided to go off on a tangent. He may think that is funny. 
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Mr R.F. Johnson: I don’t think it’s funny at all. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: The minister thought it was funny when he was having a go at a couple of members 
on this side of the house about issues totally unrelated to the issue. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: You don’t like it. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: This issue is far more important than that. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Of course it is. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: But the minister, as a person who should be leading and demonstrating his knowledge 
and experience in his portfolio—if he has it—should have been strong enough to demonstrate that. He did not. 
He failed dismally. The Premier failed dismally, too, because he decided that he would simply become personal 
and try to paint members on this side of the house as people who do not support volunteers in their communities. 
The fact is that every member of this place supports those people who are members of their community, whether 
they be career firefighters, members of emergency services or volunteers. There is not one member of this place 
on either side of the house who does not support those very important people in our community. 

I urge government members to understand the intention of the amendment to this motion. It is an amendment 
that should be supported. It is an amendment that has a very clear intention; that is, to make sure that we put 
ourselves in a position so that Western Australia can continue to lead in its capacity to respond to these 
calamities that we have experienced, unfortunately, in all too great a frequency in the past few years. 

Forget the rubbish about having a go at each other and saying, “You don’t care about people, and you don’t care 
about people.” That is rubbish! I am on three strikes, so I have to be careful. Let us debate the issue. Let us make 
sure that we do the right thing by the people who have lost everything. Let us make sure we do the right thing by 
the people who have put their lives on the line to go out and help out their mates—career firefighters who were 
there, volunteers who were there and the people who came after to support what happened afterwards—and that 
we are actually dinkum about this. Do not come into this place and try to denigrate members opposite, as both 
the Minister for Emergency Services and the Premier did a few moments ago. 

Amendment put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (24) 

Dr A.D. Buti Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr P. Papalia Mr T.G. Stephens 
Ms A.S. Carles Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.C. Tinley 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mrs C.A. Martin Mr E.S. Ripper Mr A.J. Waddell 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr M.P. Murray Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr A.P. O’Gorman Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 

Noes (28) 

Mr P. Abetz Mr V.A. Catania Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr C.C. Porter 
Mr F.A. Alban Dr E. Constable Mr R.F. Johnson Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr M.J. Cowper Mr A. Krsticevic Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.H.D. Day Mr W.R. Marmion Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr I.M. Britza Mr J.M. Francis Mr P.T. Miles Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mr A.P. Jacob Dr M.D. Nahan Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 

            

Pairs 

 Ms L.L. Baker Mr B.J. Grylls 
 Mr M.P. Whitely Mr J.J.M. Bowler 
 Mr P.B. Watson Dr K.D. Hames 

Amendment thus negatived. 

Consideration Resumed 

MR C.J. TALLENTIRE (Gosnells) [3.59 pm]: I rise to respond to the Premier’s Statement. This is my first 
speech in this house since becoming the Labor Party’s sustainable living spokesperson, so it is an opportune time 
for me to outline how sustainable living relates to my electorate of Gosnells and many electorates across Western 
Australia. It is important to say from the outset that sustainable living is an issue that reduces our environmental 
impact, but in this speech I will outline the interface between sustainable living and good social policy. It is 
essential that we think about reducing our impact on the environment but at the same time ensure that the needs 
of people who are suffering the consequences of increased cost-of-living pressures are also met. We must ensure 
that we are able to achieve an outcome that gives people a better quality of life, improved standards of living and 
more environmentally sustainable lifestyles.  
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In recent times we have had to face incredible hikes in utility bills; there was a 45.6 per cent increase in power 
bills and there is a likelihood of further increases in the years to come. I note that in the Premier’s Statement the 
Premier apologised to Western Australians for having to feel the pain of those price hikes. It is one thing to make 
some form of apology for those things, but it is another to look at means of alleviating the pain that people are 
suffering. Before going back to that issue, I want to talk about some of the difficulties that people have faced 
because of the electricity price hikes. For example, in 2010 the St Vincent de Paul Society reported a 46 per cent 
increase in demand for its utility assistance programs compared with 2009. Of the 10 000 people who sought 
assistance, 34 per cent sought assistance specifically for power and gas bills.  

It perhaps seems strange when we are going through a heat wave to reflect on the consequences of the cold snaps 
that were faced by Perth citizens in July 2010, but I think it is worth recalling. In July 2010, a woman in 
Bayswater aged in her 80s died on a night when the temperature dipped to 0.8 degrees. These climatic 
circumstances that we face impose a huge cost on our society and sometimes that cost is tragic. The St Vincent 
de Paul Society is concerned about not only the people who come through its doors, but also the people who do 
not present at all—those people do not know of the society’s services and do not seek its assistance. The charity 
has experienced a 30 per cent increase in general welfare calls and provided over $200 000 in assistance in the 
last financial year.  

In the Gosnells electorate there are examples of how much people are struggling when it comes to paying their 
Synergy bills. Let me tell members about the case of a woman who has lived in a private rental property in the 
southern suburbs for some seven years. During that time no maintenance has been done on the house at all. 
Members can imagine the general deterioration of the house; it has become draughtier and increasingly 
expensive to heat in winter and to cool in summer. It is a home that unfortunately has been allowed to deteriorate 
into such a state of dilapidation that electricians refuse to work on the home. This is not the fault of the tenant in 
the property, but a case of the landlord not taking responsibility. As a result, the tenant faces a disconnection 
warning from Synergy and has an outstanding bill of $2 885. This person has applied for a grant under the 
hardship utility grant scheme, HUGS, and is hopeful of getting that assistance to pay the bills. The real point 
here is that that sort of situation could be avoided if we were serious about improving our housing stock. That is 
the real theme of my speech here this afternoon: we must look at means to improve the quality of our housing 
stock so that properties are affordable to live in and do not require us to suffer ridiculously large bills because of 
the heating and cooling costs. As a consequence, homes will be less demanding on our resources, contribute less 
to greenhouse gas emissions, and be easier and more comfortable for people to live in.  

I have another example of someone who has had to use the HUG scheme, in this case for the sum of $1 019. This 
person has received approval to use the HUG scheme. In this example the resident has a type of bone cancer and 
has had titanium placed in their shoulder to help alleviate the pain from this terrible illness. In that state of health 
this person must use air conditioning—there is just no way around it—and as a consequence they have a $1 000 
Synergy account. The need for air conditioning is unavoidable in this home, no question, but the amount of air 
conditioning could be reduced if the housing stock was maintained to a quality that would allow for more 
efficient cooling or allow the house to be organised in such a way that heat would not get into it to the same 
extent.  

Mr A.J. Simpson: How do you feel about black roofs on houses?  

Mr C.J. TALLENTIRE: I will get to that issue later, member. I thank the member for raising the issue. I have a 
few points to make about the government’s strategic approach to dealing with these HUGS cases. A good 
initiative is the hardship efficiency scheme, which was brought into effect in December 2008. That program aims 
to help people who are facing big bills and give them the wherewithal and means to make their homes more 
efficient. The scheme is a good initiative, but it has not been reviewed. We desperately need to know how 
effective the scheme has been. I think the concept sounds great, but we need information on how well it is 
performing. The program was initially set up for a six-month period—there is no question that there is a demand 
for it—and it is available to people who are selected customers or engaged in the HUG scheme. The hardship 
efficiency scheme needs refining—this touches on an issue that the Minister for Environment has already gone 
into—which brings me to the showerhead exchange program. I was encouraged to hear about that program 
initially, because I thought that it showed at last that the Barnett government has seen we need to return to the 
Waterwise campaign that was such a feature of the Gallop and Carpenter governments. We must realise that 
people look for government assistance to make their homes more waterwise or energy efficient. The design of 
that particular scheme was a timid dipping of the toes in the water, because it is probably a scheme that is a little 
out of date. Most people who have the ability to dismantle their existing showerhead, take it to Bunnings, get the 
paperwork together to apply for a new showerhead, make the exchange at Bunnings and then install the new 
showerhead in their homes have probably already done so. I think there is another cohort of people who are not 
as inclined to do those home maintenance–type activities. Those people need the assistance and someone to 
come and install the new waterwise, nine-litres-a-minute showerhead. I am thinking of people who are elderly, 
incapacitated in some way or perhaps simply not inclined to home maintenance activities. Seventy thousand 



454 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 16 February 2011] 

 

showerheads have been obtained by the government for distribution through the shower swap scheme. I am sure 
that they will all be allocated to homes, which is a good thing. Broadly speaking, we need much more when it 
comes to home sustainability initiatives.  

I turn now to some other aspects of current programs. I have touched on the need for public review of the 
hardship efficiency program, because it is critical to ensure the best value for money from these schemes. I note 
that in 2008–09, some 357 people receive the benefit of a HEP audit.  

Some research has been done into an interesting area; namely, the benefit we would get if we moved from a five 
star Building Code of Australia rating to a six-star rating. That sounds like we are going from one very high level 
to one slightly above, but information indicates that a six-star rating home consumes 75 per cent of the energy of 
a five-star-rated home. Therefore, it is quite a considerable improvement. It is all about improving the quality of 
our housing stock, and finding the means to do that and realising the consequences of not doing it. If we do not 
do it, we could face circumstances like Europe faced in 2003: a heatwave that went through northern Europe 
with an enormous cost. There was a death toll of some 60 000 people across northern Europe in the European 
summer of 2003 because of the heatwave conditions and the fact that the buildings were not adapted to those 
kinds of temperatures. We see also submissions from our own WACOSS and its report “The Rising Cost of 
Living in WA: August 2010”. The report states — 

The demonstrated consequences of limited or no access to essential services such as water and energy 
include deterioration in physical health, significant psychological impacts and exclusion from 
education, employment and the life of the community. The declining affordability of essential services 
is causing some people to consume less than they need to for fear of the cost. The issue of under-
consumption of essential services such as electricity is a major one. It forces us to address the hidden 
numbers of people who are compromising their health and wellbeing because they can’t afford to use as 
much energy as they need. 

That is an interesting point. Many people who are low consumers of water and energy, are under-consuming. If 
they were to consume more, they would be living better, functioning better and making better contributions to 
our society. We must not have a situation in which some people are too scared to use either heating or cooling 
appliances because they fear the bills. I urge the state government to provide information on the effectiveness of 
the HEP program and to deliver better outcomes to people under the financial stress of increased utility bills.  

I also wish the state government to consider the potential health benefits of increasing energy efficiency 
stringency requirements in rental and in public housing. To that end, we have a perfect opportunity to do it when 
we see presented to this house certain amendments to the Residential Tenancies Act, especially amendments to 
section 42. There is scope to dramatically improve the quality of rental accommodation in Western Australia. I 
might come back to that issue if time permits. Energy auditing of WA’s public housing stock is critical to all 
this; we need to know the standard. Indeed, our government has committed us to do such a thing: the state 
government has committed us to the national strategy on energy efficiency when the Barnett government signed 
up to that strategy in July 2009. Through that program, we are committed to auditing our public housing in 
Western Australia. Therefore, I will certainly be pushing the Minister for Housing on the audit of public housing 
so that we can understand the real rating of public housing in all forms of energy and water efficiencies.  

I have another public housing case study from my electorate. This is an example of the impact of a lack of action 
on this issue. A single mum and her 15-year-old daughter were referred to the hardship utility grant scheme 
because her Synergy account was $488. She says that during the summer the heat is unbearable because of the 
way that her house is set up. There is no shading of windows. She does not have security screens on windows, so 
she cannot air the house at night. There are no ceiling fans and there is no insulation in the roof either. Therefore, 
she has been forced to buy a small air conditioning unit to somehow get through the summer, but as a 
consequence her bills are high. To get through a Perth summer these days in a substandard house, there is no 
question that an air conditioner is needed. To get through a Perth summer without air conditioning—of course, 
the Premier is an expert on this matter—security screens are needed on windows to let the cooler night air in, 
although I do not think it was really the case last night! It certainly makes a difference to my place being able to 
air the house out overnight. Decent window treatments are needed so curtains or blinds can be closed when 
people go out during the day, to ensure that no excess heat comes into the house. It is necessary to shade glazing 
that is facing to the east, north and west, thus keeping out the heat of the sun. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr C.J. TALLENTIRE: Of course, it is necessary to draught-proof a house. That is obviously an issue in 
winter, but also in summer, in ensuring that no areas have hot air gushing in. Ceiling fans are needed; these can 
make a huge difference to people’s sleeping comfort and being able to avoid air conditioning.  

I am disappointed that I have not received a response to a question on notice I submitted to the Minister for 
Housing back in November. I asked these very questions: How much of public housing contains ceiling fans? 
How much of it has security screens? How much of it has roof installation? I am desperately waiting for those 
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figures because they will give us a clearer understanding about the state of public housing. These are things that 
we need to understand, because if we are not providing these basic things to people, we are lumbering them with 
properties that are extremely uncomfortable to live in or perhaps just plain expensive to moderate the comfort 
levels in.  

I touched earlier on the importance of roof insulation. We in Western Australia need to acknowledge the success 
of the federal government’s insulation program. I know that in the federal electorate in which I live some 8 000 
homes were insulated. I have yet to hear of a single house fire or a single problem across Western Australia; 
there have been no problems. We have many homes that have benefited from having that insulation installed. 

I turn now to the difficulties faced by tenants in private rental homes. It could be said that they are really a 
disadvantaged group. Indeed, 24 per cent of the population is in rental accommodation; that is a significant 
proportion. In my electorate, 24 per cent of people live in some form of rental accommodation. I think that is 
pretty well the case across most electorates, as we have a statewide average of around 24 per cent. Of those, 50 
per cent are on Centrelink benefits. We are not talking about wealthy people who rent. There would be some 
cases of wealthy people renting, for sure, but in at least 50 per cent of cases, we are talking about people on 
Centrelink benefits; namely, people who are quite strapped financially. These people have to cop the stress of 
these increased utility costs, and do not really have the opportunity to access the sorts of schemes that a property 
owner would be able to access. That is another area in which government policy change is so desperately 
needed. We need to ensure that we are actually providing landlords with the incentives, the encouragements, 
and, I think more than anything, the education to realise that there are opportunities to access schemes to 
improve the quality of their housing stock. I referred earlier to section 42 of the Residential Tenancies Act. It 
strikes me that by amending that act to insist on, and regulate for, some minimum energy and water efficiency 
standards in private rental housing, we could lift the standard in a uniform way across the whole private rental 
property sector and ensure that people have far better quality of housing. It would be fair—all landlords would 
be required to do this and would, of course, have access to all kinds of government assistance schemes. At the 
same time, landlords would be ready for the capital gain that they could achieve and they could access the 
negative gearing mechanisms that enable them to do so well out of investment properties. There are any number 
of schemes to make it affordable for landlords to invest in the quality of the properties they rent to people; 
however, we need to ensure that those rental properties are of a satisfactory standard.  

A very comprehensive review was carried out by the Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute into the 
environmental sustainability of Australia’s private rental housing stock. A key finding of that report was that we 
have to do better to educate landlords on the different opportunities that are available, such as the home 
insulation program. Landlords were not really aware they could access that program and improve the quality of 
their housing. It was not anything that would see them out of pocket; on the contrary, they would actually 
improve the quality of the property they own and increase the value of their assets. Therefore, it is unfortunate 
that it seems so few private landlords actually took advantage of that opportunity. It is vital that we help 
landlords understand the financial benefits of improving the quality of the housing stock.  

It is true to say that tenants in private rental are disadvantaged in other ways. It is unlikely that they will be able 
to access things such as the 47c per kilowatt that someone in a private property gets for putting photovoltaic 
panels on their roof. There are other schemes that private rental tenants are unable to access in the same way as a 
private owner. Therefore, looking after the quality of the housing stock really means that we need to have some 
significant policy action when it comes to influencing the owners of rental properties in areas such as ensuring 
that they supply efficient hot water systems. There are all too many rental properties that have old-fashioned 
electric storage heaters, so immediately the tenant is burdened with an expensive way to heat water; therefore, 
we need to ensure that those hot water systems can be converted. Synergy provides figures that there are many 
vulnerable households that will in fact turn off essential heating, cooling and hot water services rather than face 
the stress of not paying bills. Synergy’s own research indicates there are people who in a way under-consume so 
that they can avoid the indignity and frightening circumstances that come when they must deal with a bill that is 
too large to pay. Clearly, we should set some minimum energy efficiency standards for our housing stock and the 
Residential Tenancies Act provides a means for us to deliver that. I do not believe that lifting the whole of the 
housing stock would increase the rent that people will be required to pay because, after all, the amount of rent 
that people can demand is market-driven. If the improvement of standards is uniform across the entire rental 
sector, we will simply have a situation in which people can look for properties but there would not be an actual 
increase in rental prices. It is essential that we ensure that basic things such as ceiling insulation, security 
screens, windows and doors with proper treatments and energy-efficient hot water systems are in place so that 
people do not have ridiculously large bills to deal with. 

A system called a mandatory disclosure scheme is also coming into effect, supposedly in May of this year. It will 
be an opportunity for people to declare the energy efficiency rating of the property they are selling or about to 
lease. I think it is very important we have that scheme. It has been committed to through the national strategy 
that I referred to earlier and is therefore something that the Western Australian government is committed to, as 
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are all governments. I understand at the moment that the program exists only in the Australian Capital Territory, 
but the national strategy for energy efficiency makes the commitment that we will have a phase-in of mandatory 
disclosure of residential buildings and their energy, greenhouse and water performance. That disclosure will 
come on at the time of the sale or lease of a property, and the scheme is supposed to commence in May 2011. I 
think that would again have a huge benefit for the quality of our housing stock. It would, of course, improve the 
situation for rentals because it provides for properties that are about to be leased. People looking to buy a 
property will also get the benefit of a rating and it would lead people in the marketplace to compete. If someone 
is trying to sell their home and they are keen to sell it more quickly than someone who has a very similar 
property down the street, they will want to ensure that their property is more energy efficient with a better rating. 
There are a whole lot of issues around how we develop that rating system and that is very important. We have 
got to get the detail on that right, but the broad policy is excellent.  

I note that we have had reviews into the Residential Tenancies Act 1987. The Stamfords review in 2001 was 
hesitant, in fact, I think dismissive of the idea of having mandatory requirements for energy and water efficiency. 
However, things have changed dramatically since the Stamfords report was first written as a result of a review or 
updating of the Stamfords report by the Department of Consumer and Employment Protection a couple of years 
ago, which is now of course part of the Department of Commerce. The view was that some minimum standards 
should apply to security, so we can see that clearly there is a desire to include security, a key component of being 
able to manage a home’s climate and comfort adequately, in the Residential Tenancies Act in accordance with 
the recommendations from DOCEP. I think those amendments will be a positive start.  

I conclude by saying that our Western Australian housing stock in the rental sector is not of a good standard at 
the moment; we are lumbering people with ridiculously large energy and water bills simply because of the poor 
quality of the properties. There is much to be done. This issue affects 24 per cent of the people in my 
electorate—a similar percentage across most other electorates. We must act on this. We must also, of course, act 
in the new homes sector. There is much to be done there to improve the quality of housing. The housing product 
that is made available to people so often may appear initially affordable, but in fact turns out to be something 
that provides them with a constant stream of expensive energy bills. I look forward to hearing from other 
members and working with ministers on improving the quality of our Western Australian housing stock. 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Parliamentary Secretary) [4.30 pm]: I will reply to the Premier’s 
Statement in terms of my electorate of Darling Range. As members would be very much aware, it is the biggest 
seat in the metropolitan area, covering over 2 000 square kilometres. It is a challenge trying to get around my 
electorate and to service a wider community that is situated across a vast area with no real major shopping 
precinct, but rather is served by small community stores.  

It was great last week when the new Minister for Transport came to look at the issues in my electorate. I thank 
the minister for coming to look at the issues concerning the extension of Tonkin Highway and to hear his 
thoughts on it and how we can proceed to continue that highway from Thomas Road in Byford through to South 
West Highway, south of Mundijong. That would be a great asset to my electorate. Considering the growth which 
is occurring in Byford and which is planned for the Mundijong–Whitby area, the extension to the Tonkin 
Highway will definitely be needed in the coming years. It was great to have the opportunity to show the minister 
that area.  

Another issue I will talk about is evolving, as Byford is growing at a steady rate. I think the shire is the fastest or 
second fastest–growing metropolitan shire in the country; it is up there. Byford is being driven by the Byford 
structure plan and is growing at a very fast rate. The train service to Byford is an issue that is constantly raised 
by my constituents. I was glad to brief the Minister for Transport on that. We need to look at electrifying the rail 
line from Armadale out to Byford and then further on to Mundijong. Obviously, the most compelling factor 
beside cost is having the population to utilise the train service. But I am convinced that, with time, the numbers 
will be there to make this happen. It was good to get the minister to look at the bus services, as the bus figures 
always reflect the need for more public transport. We had a chat about the growing areas in Byford and about 
trying to work on getting more bus services for Byford, the Serpentine–Jarrahdale area and from Mundaring 
down to the Midland train station. Those rural properties all utilise the main town centre and they need a bus to 
get them to the next train section, which gets them into the metropolitan train system. 

The other area that I want to touch on in my electorate is policing. I acknowledge that the member for Swan 
Hills and I met with the Mundaring council last week to consider some of the issues it faces. Many 
businesspeople in the Mundaring town site have experienced a number of break-ins, as well as the antisocial 
behaviour, graffiti and so forth that goes along with that. We are trying to organise a community meeting with 
the businesspeople and the council to bring them together and to look at what we can do to help them. We 
popped down the road after meeting with the council to meet with Sergeant Ross Eastman, who is at Mundaring. 
He is a very good sergeant, and it was great to hear his thoughts on this and how we can engage with the 
community. It was good to hear that Sergeant Eastman had made an arrest on one break-in. In a lot of these small 
rural communities, there tends to be a dirty dozen, if we like: young adolescents or even young children who 
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tend to stick together, and it takes only one or two of them to send the rest of them down the wrong path. It was 
good to hear that Ross had been making an impact in the area. We talked about trying to obtain proceeds-of-
crime funds to purchase closed-circuit television cameras. We will probably explore that at the community 
meeting.  

The other police station in my area is Mundijong Police Station, which the Minister for Police visited last year. It 
was good to show the minister this police station, which was constructed over 50 years ago. We just spent a 
considerable amount of money on cleaning and painting and new carpets. It is not perfect, but as Sergeant Garry 
Oliver said, “We shouldn’t be spending a lot of time in there; we should be out doing police work.” I agree with 
him, but it is my number one priority to get far better facilities for them to operate out of the police station.  

One of the things with policing that always amazes me is the number of people who come to me saying they 
want a police station in their suburb or area. But when I met with the police, I realised very quickly that modern 
policing is not about standing in a police station waiting for someone to complain about the neighbour’s dog or 
somebody in the street. Modern policing is about getting on the roads, so that when a call is made, someone 
comes. Every modern police car is a station on wheels, because they can access a lot more stuff from their cars. 
We can certainly see where policing is headed. The police in Mundijong and Mundaring are doing a fantastic 
job. I will also touch on Armadale Police Station and John Bowman, who did a fantastic job in the fires—I will 
talk about that later—and also in serving the eastern and western sides of my electorate out of Armadale. John is 
a fantastic sergeant.  

The other area that I will touch on is education. Last year the Minister for Education came to my electorate and 
we looked around a couple of the schools in my electorate, especially in Byford. I pushed very hard with the 
minister the need for the next Byford primary school. It is in the budget papers for 2012, but I hope it will 
happen sooner than 2012. It is now on us to get West Byford Primary School up as school numbers are growing 
very fast. The other issue I raised with the Minister for Education was air conditioning. It was good to hear the 
Premier say that a review was being undertaken into that. It is an unusual system that someone designed in the 
1970s. They take into account a body mass indicator and so many days over a certain temperature to work out 
whether a school is entitled to air conditioning. The most peculiar thing is that every school in my electorate has 
air conditioning, except those buildings provided under the Building the Education Revolution program. We are 
trying to work through those issues, and I am confident that the Minister for Education’s review of the air 
conditioning zone will include a few of those areas so that they can be fixed, as well as the problem with the 12-
month warranty over the building, which seems to be the next stumbling block that we have to work through. It 
was good to have the Minister for Education visit and to explain to her a few of the problems that we are 
experiencing. The plans for the future Byford high school indicate that the area is growing quite fast, and we are 
looking at a new high school in 2014. It is certainly a fast growing area.  

A week and a half ago one of Western Australia’s worst bushfires happened in the hills of Roleystone and 
Kelmscott. I was absolutely astounded at the outpouring of support from the Western Australian community. The 
Roleystone–Kelmscott bushfire devastated parts of the community on Sunday, and by Monday, all in all, 72 
houses were lost, as well as sheds, numerous cars and a person’s collection of motorbikes. People on rural 
properties store all types of stuff in their sheds, and they have lost it all. I would like to acknowledge the efforts 
of the fire authorities involved, both volunteer and career firefighters, who valiantly defended those homes. In 
debate this afternoon members talked about the volunteer fire brigade protecting houses. It is my understanding 
that they protect property, rather than going into buildings on fire, which is where the need for breathing 
apparatus comes in. Members have heard the stories of the volunteer driving around trying to get people out of 
their houses when his own house was burning down. There are really amazing stories out there about our 
firefighters and the tragic losses they have seen and experienced.  

It is known that the fire started at 11.42 am on Sunday, 6 February from a spark from an angle grinder. There 
was a total fire ban on that day and I trust that a review into that fire will look at that, because on the Monday at 
the incident control centre at the Roleystone Fire Brigade, a comment was made to Channel Seven that its news 
bulletin on the Saturday did not indicate there was a total fire ban. That is probably one of the areas that review 
could look into. The other point I wish to raise is about what a total fire ban means. I know what a total fire ban 
means in a rural area: I cannot drive a truck through a paddock or start machinery. In the metropolitan area, I 
cannot use a lawnmower or an angle grinder, which is something that creates a spark; there are certain things that 
people cannot do in urban areas. That comes down to education about what people can and cannot do. Fire bans 
are great, but we need to talk about that process.  

As I said, the whole bushfire area in the hills is in my electorate. The fire was well and truly fuelled by an 
easterly wind of up to 80 kilometres an hour. Those of us who live up in the hills or at the bottom of the scarp 
know what the easterly winds are like. In my hometown of Byford, I could be out the back having a barbecue 
and by 10.00 pm the wind has picked up and I know the next day will be a hot day because the wind is blowing 
early in the evening. The easterly winds are very strong. It is hard to explain to members, but it is similar to the 
Fremantle doctor, except that it is coming from the other direction and it is boiling hot because it comes from 
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inland. When I hear on the news that the Fremantle doctor is in, I reckon by the time it gets to my area the 
easterly is pushing it back, so it does not quite get there!  

It was a relief to the community and great to see when the Fire and Emergency Services Authority got the 
helicopters involved and they started flying on the Sunday. That is what brought my attention to the fire. I went 
to the petrol station just after noon to grab some fuel for my lawnmower and whipper snipper—believe it or not, 
during a total fire ban! I bumped into Phil Brown from the Oakford brigade coming to fill up his tank. I asked 
where he had been, and he said he had been at the fire in the City of Swan and he was coming back for a shift 
change. I asked, if he was going back, and he said, “No. We’re going to Roleystone now. There’s a fire up there. 
That was the first I heard of the fire. As I said, by three o’clock that afternoon I could hear helicopters, planes 
and sirens. I went for a bit of a drive around, trying to see what I could see. One helicopter came in and sucked 
water out of Champion Lakes. It was quite amazing to see the helicopter come and dump water on the fire. By 
about six o’clock Sunday afternoon quite a big crowd had gathered behind the Stargate IGA in Kelmscott. The 
car park was full of cars that had come out of the Clifton Hills area. One gentleman brought down his camper 
trailer and there were also caravans. Other people just turned up with their kids and the dog and the car packed 
up with all their stuff. A lot of people brought the animals and kids down, leaving the husband and elder son to 
fight the fires. They were supposed to go down to the Armadale arena where the registration was, but they 
wanted to stay there that night because their loved ones were up in the hills and did not want to go any further. 

The owners of the supermarket, Glen Wood and Robert Jonas-Green, said they had some sausages to cook up. I 
said, “No problems.” I went home, brought back my trailer and barbecue and started up the barbecue. We 
cooked some sausages pretty much all night, as did the federal member, Don Randall. 

Mr T.G. Stephens: You cooked a barbecue in a total fire ban? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: Yes, I know. It is quite a funny story. We had the gas barbecue out. The wind was blowing. 
I could not get it to heat up. We were moving crates around to try to hold the heat in the barbecue, because the 
wind was blowing too strong. But we fed them. It was great to see. We were in a safe enclosed area at the back 
of the IGA.  

Dr A.D. Buti: Near my office! 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: It was near the member for Armadale’s office actually. People came to collect some food. 
The IGA had put out boxes of water and fruit for people to help themselves. I remember the shell-shocked looks 
on their faces. I asked them how they were going and they said, “Yeah, good.” They did not know what had 
happened because the information was not coming out. Their houses were up there, but they were not quite sure 
whether they were still standing or had burnt down. Everyone was in that shell-shocked situation. We did not get 
away from there until nearly midnight. We went around giving out drinks and talking to people. I think Channel 
9 was broadcasting live, and we were watching that happening. People could not get any further as the police 
were stopping them from going further up the hill. I was absolutely amazed by the community and the way 
everyone pulled together. 

Mayor Linton Reynolds and the City of Armadale have done a fantastic job throughout the fire. Over the next 
three months they will help rebuild and regroup and try to get the resources on the ground. The Department for 
Child Protection and Centrelink came into the Armadale arena and helped out with all the services we need. It is 
still hard to get over. On the Monday that the member for Armadale and I attended the first briefing—members 
would have seen it on the news that night—the Armadale arena was just chock-a-block full of people. 
Unfortunately the public-address system did not work well. The authorities tried to divide the people into three 
groups, and they went over and started talking to them. It is a numbing feeling when someone says, “House No. 
26 on Such-and-such Street—100 per cent gone”, and then jumps to the next street. The person asks, “How is 
No. 28?”. They say, “I haven’t got it on my list, but 26 is gone.” The resident asks, “So we could have 
damage?”, and they say, “Don’t know”. Some people knew their house was gone, and the other person was 
saying, “Well, my house is next door to it, and I do not know whether it has been damaged, or part of it is 
damaged or it is just completely gone.” It was like the news camera guy said; it was like a lottery you did not 
want to win, and it was quite clear. How do we help? 

The member for Armadale mentioned a great point about driving around and checking on someone’s house, and 
I did the same thing when I did my tour. I rang them up and told them their house was still there, and they said, 
“Oh, thanks for that.” That was probably one of the other areas that was not really well coordinated. There were 
people who chose to stay. If you can imagine, the fire by Monday, all the police have closed off the road, and on 
Tuesday it was still closed off. There were people who stayed in, fought the fire, saved their houses, saved 
neighbours houses. Then on Tuesday afternoon they say, “We might shoot out and see if we can get some food, 
because we haven’t got any power.” They go out and then they cannot come back in again, under the fire 
regulations, and that caused a bit of heat and tension. I understand why; it was not safe to go back. But for the 
ones who were there and came out, it was that whole process.  
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Many volunteers came from all around the state, and the Victorian government let us have two of its big 
helicopters. They came over late on Monday, and they are still here now. People from all over the state helped 
out. The member for Jandakot was a volunteer firefighter with the Jandakot brigade. He went to Forrestdale 
station on Sunday night from 7.00 pm to 7.00 am and sat, waiting for the callout. Again, people just turned up 
from everywhere to help out. That was the thing that really amazed me. It really sticks in my mind how great the 
community was. 

We still have a lot of work to do. Driving around the hills at the moment, yellow and orange ribbons can be seen 
on everyone’s letterboxes to say “thank you” to all the volunteer people who helped out. My office has been 
inundated from about four or five different groups who want to hold some sort of benefit concert to help out, 
which we have been trying to work out through the City of Armadale. Again, it is going back to Neil, the 
community development officer, and saying, “How about this one, Neil? Have a look at this one.” Hopefully he 
can help work through that. All they are trying to do is say, “Let’s get behind them”. The Armadale–Kelmscott 
Lions Club was at the arena for the four days, feeding sausages to everyone at lunchtime. Now they are trying to 
help out with some sort of concert to help raise awareness. It is just amazing. 

A young lady from Keysbrook was the only person injured in the fire. She is well. She is out of hospital and 
walking. She has a lot of internal and external bruising. She still has a lot of recovering to do, but she is up and 
about, and out of hospital. Unfortunately she was caught up in the fire, and I think she was partly run over by one 
of the service vehicles in that process. 

A number of people helped out on that day. It is interesting to bump into people. Four houses on Sunset Terrace 
were lost. Susan and Dave McWatters had been there for 22 years. Dave’s son owns the Perth Scale and Slicer 
Service, which I used to deal with in my bakery days. I have known them for 20 years. People I bump into have 
just lost it all. I was at the arena last Friday. I bumped into an elderly couple from Anderson Street. Anderson 
Street, off Bromfield Drive, was one of the main streets that lost something like seven of 11 houses. A couple in 
their seventies said that though they were insured, it was probably not enough to rebuild. They said they were too 
old to rebuild and that they were going to move closer to the kids and grandkids. 

Harvey Norman came to the party with a donation of $100 000. IKEA donated $75 000. It goes on and on—
smaller amounts that have helped people back on their feet. I am absolutely amazed by the amount of help and 
support our community has given. I cannot say that enough. 

Everyone has read the stories, but I just want to put on the record that I am very proud to be the member for 
Darling Range. I have a great community that has turned out and rolled up its sleeves. Today the member for 
Armadale told me that the Navy was out there in force, helping to clean up. It is happening as we speak. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [4.48 pm]: I rise to respond to the Premier’s Statement that we heard yesterday 
in his house. There are a number of things in the electorate of West Swan I want to talk about. But firstly, I just 
want to talk about a number of things that were discussed today, particularly the motion on the fire and the need 
for a full inquiry and also some of the comments made by the Treasurer during question time. In particular, I 
refer to his claim that projects the Liberal government is delivering have blown out by only two per cent. Six 
projects he claimed had blown out by two per cent. We do not know what projects they are, but, assuming they 
include the Northbridge Link, the waterfront development, Princess Margaret Hospital for Children, and 
Oakajee, information already on the public record shows that that cannot be true. 

For example, in relation to the Northbridge Link, on 29 April last year, the then Minister for Transport 
announced a $100 million blow-out in the Northbridge Link. As I understand, that is just the transport element of 
the Northbridge Link. But let us assume it is the full cost of about $650 million—a $100 million blow-out is 
about 15 per cent, as I quickly do the figures.  

We then look at the waterfront development. Again, it is very hard to estimate the total cost of the blow-out on 
the waterfront, because not enough information was given early in the piece. But assuming, as was reported, the 
cost of the waterfront redevelopment was going to be between $225 million and $300 million, the total cost will 
now be $440 million. That will be affected by land sales, but again, just using those raw numbers, you see that 
there is a significant cost blow-out in the waterfront redevelopment.  

We then go to Oakajee. We have not heard the latest report on the total cost of Oakajee. However, I cannot 
believe that the blow-out on Oakajee will be two per cent. I think it will be far more than two per cent. Of 
course, there is also the Princess Margaret Hospital for Children project. That is a great project. But, again, what 
was its original cost? Information provided to a committee last year that was made public showed that the 
original cost was $200 million. However, let us just assume that that was not the project that this government is 
delivering. The cost as at 30 April last year was $928 million. It is now $1.17 billion. Again, it is a significant 
cost blow-out. As I said, I do not know which projects the Treasurer was talking about, but he talked about six 
projects having an average cost increase of two per cent. Maybe we will get further information on that to see 
how he can justify that figure of two per cent, because I think that especially the Treasurer has to provide full 
and accurate information. 
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The next thing I want to talk about is the call today by the Labor Party for a full inquiry into the Roleystone–
Kelmscott bushfires. Many of us represent seats on the urban fringe, such as my seat of West Swan. During the 
summer period, we have before us, as does the community, the issue of bushfires, and in particular around the 
urban fringe where there is the interaction of homes and bushland. My colleague the member for Pilbara just 
highlighted another fire today in Eden Hill, which started near Lord Street in Whiteman Park. Every day all of us 
in the community are confronted with the need to be able to properly battle bushfires. 

In respect of the Roleystone–Kelmscott bushfires, my family lives in Roleystone. Although my family was not 
very close to the bushfires this year, they were close to the big Karragullen bushfires that raged through the area 
about four or five years ago. All of us, especially those with families living in that very dangerous area, want to 
have a 100 per cent assurance that the government is doing, to the best of its capability, what it can. The 
government must make sure that we have the right equipment and the right communication processes to ensure 
that our families and our communities are protected. I am not criticising the Fire and Emergency Services 
Authority. However, we need to ensure that we have a full, independent and fearless inquiry so that we do not 
have a repeat of the bushfires that we have seen, and so that we can ensure that our homes and our lives are 
protected. That is not too much to ask. 

We have talked about how things have changed over the past 10 years. I remember when we were in government 
one of the initial things that we were looking at was the aerial capability of our firefighting equipment. I think we 
had fixed-wing aircraft, but, as I recall, when we entered government there were no helitanks or water-bombing 
helicopters. One of the things we did was improve our aerial firefighting capability, acknowledging that fixed-
wing aircraft have difficulties in the Darling Range, in particular, because of the hills. 

As I said, I believe that we need to have a full and frank inquiry. This is something that both parties should 
support. It should be pretty much apolitical, because all it is about is ensuring that we do not repeat what 
happened in Roleystone–Kelmscott. I think 72 homes is a lot of homes to lose. Those people’s lives will be 
affected for decades to come. I heard a psychologist talking on the radio about the impact of bushfires on 
children in particular. I cannot imagine those children going home and seeing everything they know absolutely 
destroyed. My niece and nephew had to be evacuated four or five years ago and I know from personal 
experience how it still impacts them, and they did not lose anything in those fires. We need to make sure that we 
do everything we can to protect our families and our children, so that they do not have to go through losing 
everything they know, including all the children’s toys. We must have the ability to fight those fires, and in 
particular on the urban fringe. That day was an unusual day in the sense that we had the massive Herne Hill fire 
and our resources were stretched. As well as the Herne Hill fire, there was another fire on the way to Lancelin, as 
I recall. There was another one in Forrestdale. About four fires were going on. I know that initially there was a 
lot of confusion about the scale of the Roleystone fire, because my parents were with me, and my dad had to go 
home. We were very unclear about the situation with the roads and how he was going to go home. I would not 
say that the information was weak, because, let us face it, it was a very trying time, but for the first couple of 
hours in particular there was a bit of confusion about exactly how that fire was going. 

I believe a full inquiry is needed to ensure that we do not have loss of lives, as happened in the Victorian 
bushfires. Expertise in this area is changing all the time. As I said, the role of aerial firefighting equipment over 
the past decade, in particular, has emerged as a key tool in fighting fires on the urban fringe. Again, we need to 
do everything possible to equip our volunteer firefighters, our professional firefighters and the community to 
make sure that we do not have a repeat of that massive loss of homes. They are just two comments on some 
general issues that we have been discussing today. 

I would like to go on to deal more generally with issues within my electorate of West Swan. The community is 
facing a number of issues, and we are working together to try to solve them. I will start first with public 
transport. An issue that is at front of mind at the moment—because I met with the residents only last week—is 
about a bus stop in Orchid Park. Last November, I think, that bus stop was removed overnight. Therefore, we 
had a situation in which the poor residents went to catch the bus one morning. They pressed the button so that 
the bus would stop—they had a little button that they pressed—and they could catch it, and the bus just kept 
going. They had been given no information about the bus stop being removed. That bus stop was removed 
overnight. After one of the residents contacted the Public Transport Authority, it put the bus stop back for 
12 hours, I think, and then it removed it again, saying it was a mistake. Therefore, we have a large residential 
area that is now not serviced by a bus stop, so on Beechboro Road the bus speeds past these people, and they 
now have to walk about 200 or 300 metres in an area where there is a significant amount of traffic. Of course, 
young children also catch those buses. 

I have written to the new Minister for Transport, Hon Troy Buswell, asking him to look at this matter. The 
reason put forward for the removal of the bus stop was safety issues. However, a number of things can be done 
to remove those safety issues—for example, creating a little bay or the bus possibly going into the suburb itself 
by going through the little roundabout, and making sure there is an accessible bus stop for those residents. 
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I listened to the Premier’s speech yesterday in which he talked about all these grand plans. At the end of the day, 
it is how people’s lives are affected on a day-to-day basis that impacts them most significantly. If a bus stop is 
removed and people cannot let their children catch that bus in the morning, that is a huge issue, and it has a huge 
impact on their lives. These are the things that the Parliament, and in particular the government, need to get right 
to ensure that our community is not adversely affected by very stupid decisions. 

I want to deal with roads in the area. Again, many members, particularly those who represent the growing 
suburbs, are faced with the continuing need to improve our roads and improve the road network. The Minister 
for Transport highlighted yesterday that the overpass on Alexander Drive, Mirrabooka is being constructed. That 
will have an effect on the electorates of the member for Nollamara and the member for Girrawheen. It will also 
impact on my electorate, as the people of Landsdale will be able to use that road. The Alexander Drive–Reid 
Highway overpass, which the member for Nollamara and I have been lobbying for, is being constructed and, 
hopefully, will be open in a few months. Although those two overpasses are being constructed, there is a 
continuing need for the Reid Highway–Malaga Drive intersection to be improved, particularly with an overpass. 
It is, frankly, very dangerous and, I think, two years ago was listed in the RAC survey of traffic hot spots. 
Construction of the Alexander Drive–Reid Highway overpass is underway, and the Reid Highway–Mirrabooka 
Avenue overpass is about to commence. Reid–Malaga is the next logical overpass to be undertaken. Building 
costs have gone down. I think Alexander–Reid was originally estimated at $72 million; it is now down to around 
$30 million and Reid–Mirrabooka is about $30 million.  

Ms J.M. Freeman: I think Alexander–Reid is about $40 million.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes. The cost has come down dramatically from costs that existed during the building boom 
of three or four years ago, so the cost of these overpasses is becoming more affordable for government. I urge 
the government not to create a massive bottleneck at Reid–Malaga when the other two overpasses are built.  

The other key issue people raise with me continuously is the need to turn Reid Highway between West Swan 
Road and Beechboro Road into a dual carriageway. The member for Swan Hills will have received as many 
complaints about that as I have. I am being nice to the member.  

Mr F.A. Alban: I wasn’t listening. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Lord Street and Reid Highway intersection needs to be improved.  

Mr F.A. Alban: There’s a chance.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member said it is a chance.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: You said that about the railway line.  

Mr F.A. Alban: The odds of that are greater.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I would not put any money on the rail line! Reid Highway and Lord Street is a major 
intersection. Changing Reid Highway into a dual carriageway between West Swan Road and Beechboro will, 
hopefully, encompass an improved intersection at Reid Highway, and Lord Street in particular, probably 
incorporating lights to reduce the number of accidents. There are other key roads in the area of Lord Street, 
which has had some widening but, again, it is rather a dangerous road as residential development is occurring 
there. There is also the need to make Gnangara Road, which stretches across the top of my electorate, into a dual 
carriageway as more people use it, particularly as Ellenbrook continues to grow. They are the road priorities that 
the community keeps lobbying for, and I will continue to lobby for them. I have written to the new Minister for 
Transport outlining all those road priorities.  

I move now to public transport. Member for Swan Hills, we are still waiting for the Ellenbrook rail line, in 
particular for this government to release the transport master plan that, over the past year and a half the 
government has been undertaking. I hope to see, as part of that, the route to Ellenbrook. As we all know, it was a 
core election commitment by the then Liberal opposition and now Liberal government —  

Dr A.D. Buti: It promised everything.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It did. It promised to begin construction in 2012. We would like to see in this upcoming 
budget a defined route, plus some funding dedicated to it. I seriously hope the member for Swan Hills will be 
more vocal on this issue among his own ranks. I hope he lobbies for it every day.  

Mr F.A. Alban: I am speaking after you so I will be vocal.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: More generally, I hope he —  

Mr F.A. Alban: You might not like it.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I am sure I will. I have turned over a new leaf. I am very happy.  

I hope that within government the member for Swan Hills will lobby the Premier daily on this issue. Frankly, it 
is only when he says he will lose his seat that the government will fund it. I urge him to lobby within government 
to get this Ellenbrook railway line turned into a reality. It needs a strong voice from the member.  
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Mr F.A. Alban interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: As I have said a hundred times in this place, we all know it was a core election commitment; 
the member distributed brochures; and there were signs at the polling booths. He has to deliver. There is a new 
Minister for Transport, so the member should approach him and tell him how vital it is to his area and get him on 
board to deliver this rail line.  

The other public transport priorities of course are improved bus services throughout Ballajura, as well as the 
Alexander Drive busway.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: A feasibility study has been undertaken. We need more direct and quicker routes into the 
city for the people of Ballajura, including those in that whole Alexander Drive corridor. The government is 
looking closely at this issue. I urge again that the master plan be released, that these priorities be components of 
that master plan and that, of course, there is funding in the upcoming budget. A priority I failed to mention is the 
Perth–Darwin Highway, again a key promise made by the member for Swan Hills. I hope funding is dedicated to 
that project in the forthcoming budget. As well as a lot of transport issues there are a lot of planning issues as our 
suburbs grow and new subdivisions are developed. A number of planning issues are put before me and the 
community. I cannot go too far without mentioning the culs-de-sac in Landsdale over which the City of 
Wanneroo and the Minister for Planning have reached an impasse. We do not know what is happening.  

A quick snapshot of the history is that culs-de-sac were planned to be removed as part of the development of a 
new structure plan for East Wanneroo—cell 9. The City of Wanneroo rejected that. The Western Australian 
Planning Commission overrode that and now the City of Wanneroo is saying that it will not remove the culs-de-
sac and turn them into through roads. I have written two letters to the Minister for Planning. It is up to the 
minister to now say what will happen. The people in this area of Landsdale do not want their culs-de-sac 
removed. They bought their properties based on the premise that their homes would be in culs-de-sac. They 
enable their children to enjoy a certain quality of life and they do not want them removed. I think the last time I 
wrote to the minister—during the past couple of days—I asked him to please give certainty to these people. The 
City of Wanneroo will not allow the culs-de-sac to be removed, but the residents need certainty from the state 
government. Again, I urge the minister for planning to work on this issue and solve it for the community of 
Landsdale.  

Another planning issue concerns the mushroom farm buffer. Since I raised it in Parliament, there has been a 
reduction in the mushroom farm buffer in West Swan from 650 to 500 metres. That has allowed some 
development to occur but those within the 500-metre zone want more work done to reduce that mushroom farm 
buffer.  

I also want to refer to the renaming of North Beechboro to Bennett Springs. I was approached by constituents 
early last year asking that the area of North Beechboro in my electorate be renamed Bennett Springs mainly 
because most of them live in the Bennett Springs estate and they consider themselves to be residents of Bennett 
Springs. I understand they have been given some commitment by perhaps the developers—I am not 100 per cent 
sure of that—that that suburb will be renamed Bennett Springs. We have been working with the community to 
acquire the name of Bennett Springs. The City of Swan has shown support for that. However, the Geographic 
Names Committee has overturned it, and now the issue is in front of the Minister for Lands. Hopefully, when he 
returns he will take this issue very seriously. 

Mr T.G. Stephens interjected.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Apparently they do not like two-word names now.  

Mr W.J. Johnston: What?  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Geographic Names Committee does not mind the name Bennett, which sounds odd, and 
Bennett Brook is not too bad.  

Mr W.J. Johnston: There’s Queens Park.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I know but the committee wants to move away from two-word suburb names. That is what I 
have been told. It has overturned it, so it is up to the Minister for Lands. 

Dr A.D. Buti: What about hyphenated names? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I do not know about hyphenated names. Maybe we should have included a hyphen in 
Bennett Springs; I do not know! 

Mr T.G. Stephens: Western Australia!  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is quite interesting. As I said, they are moving away from two-word names; they do not 
like them. The community has an attachment to the Bennett Springs name. The shopping centre is called 
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the Springs. Of course there are other people outside of Bennett Springs estate who are not keen on the 
Bennett Springs name but who know there needs to be one name for the area. The majority support the 
Bennett Springs name. We are working with that. Hopefully when the Minister for Regional Development; 
Lands returns, he will take this issue seriously and support the community in getting the name Bennett Springs 
for its suburb.  

The other planning issue in front of us is the Whiteman Park cemetery proposal, which is currently out for 
consultation. I am meeting with the City of Swan in upcoming weeks. It is proposed to turn a portion of land 
north of Marshall Road into a cemetery. The process by which this has been put forward is not right. There has 
not been a lot of community consultation. The whole issue of consultation is quite interesting. The idea that an 
advertisement is placed in a paper somewhere and that is called community consultation is not enough, 
particularly for those residents who live next door to the proposed cemetery. We are going out to consult. I am 
still talking to the local community. It has been a mixed result. I will hear what the City of Swan has to say.  

Another issue I want to highlight relates to water. I want to pay tribute to the former Minister for Water. I know 
that will make me unpopular on this side, but I believe when I took issues to him concerning my electorate he 
took them seriously and wanted to achieve results. I found that quite refreshing because, I have to say, it does not 
always happen. I disagreed with him on a number of things, but when we look at the performance of today’s 
Minister for Water — 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I almost got kicked out!  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: When I approached the former Minister for Water on local issues, I found him very good to 
work with. From that perspective I am sad to see him go. I thought he endeavoured to help us as local members 
on particular issues. The water issue related to the aged-care facility and the reduction of the buffer. It has been 
an issue for the past six to eight months. I will raise it again with the new Minister for Water.  

I refer to the Dungeon Youth Centre. It is a great youth club doing great things in the Ballajura and wider 
community. It will be moving premises in the next six to eight months. Its new premises have been funded by 
the federal government and the City of Swan. The centre needs more core funding to provide much-needed 
services. Moving to the new premises will probably mean the demand for services will increase. I signed a letter 
today, addressed to one of the ministers, to see whether the state government can provide an increase in base 
funding. The base funding allocated to the centre is about 50 per cent of that provided to other youth services 
around the metropolitan area. There is a lot of scope to increase that funding.  

The Cambodian Welfare and Culture Association approached me about a year and a half ago seeking support to 
build a new hall to hold its cultural events. It is a great group and needs the support of its elected members. I was 
happy to host a meeting between councillors from the City of Swan and the administration about two or three 
weeks ago to try to ensure that elected members and the City of Swan understood what this group does and how 
important it is to the Cambodian community. It will be hard work to help them get this hall built, and there are 
other issues about the local community, but at the end of the day these people do great things for the community 
and incorporate their culture into the Australian community. We need to support them in advancing their cause.  

There are a lot of issues in the West Swan electorate. The government can play politics on the big things but 
when local members come up with local issues, I seek from this government a commitment it will take the issues 
seriously and try to address them. West Swan is a growing community. We have a lot of transport and planning 
issues. With a bit of action and thought our ministers can help us sort through these problems. At the end of the 
day that is what we are here for. The government can play politics on the big things, but when we as local 
members ask the government to look seriously at transport and planning issues—particularly planning issues—it 
can work to achieve results for the community. Cost is always an issue, but planning issues are normally a no-
cost issue.  

I listened to the Premier’s Statement yesterday and to our responses today. There are some projects going on in 
the community, but at what cost? There is the issue of household fees and charges. We hope the government 
does not slug householders with massive increases in water and electricity prices. Householders are hurting 
throughout the community. There is absolutely no need for massive price increases. I urge the government not to 
follow through with this path of full cost recovery in four years. It is not necessary. Families and pensioners do 
not deserve to turn off air conditioners on a 40-degree day just because they cannot afford it. That is what is 
happening. That happens in wintertime as well—people cannot afford to turn on the heating or have a hot shower 
because they cannot afford it. That is a serious issue. The big projects are great, but when families are not able to 
go about their business, are not able to catch public transport and are not able to turn on the heater or the 
air conditioner, what is the use? The government has to get the core things right before it proceeds with massive 
projects. This is where the government is failing. It is not getting those core things right. Massive increases in 
utility charges are an example of that.  

MR F.A. ALBAN (Swan Hills) [5.17 pm]: I am enjoying my new position, as members can imagine! I take this 
opportunity, in considering the Premier’s Statement, to deliver what I call a mid-term report on my electorate. I 
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will start off with Ellenbrook. It is where the greater centre of population is in my electorate. It has the most 
magnificent landscaping—trees are all in the right places, the roads have all the right curves and the cottages are 
all in the right places. Indeed, Ellenbrook has won many awards. This is a great example of suburbia. Some 
would think it was utopia. It attracted many people. We are verging on a population of 20 000. But the area had a 
dark secret. Nothing was what it seemed, and the rhetoric did not match the reality. There was a sparkling new 
police station but it was not fully manned. Shoppers were sentenced to exile in Midland or Morley because of a 
commercial covenant controlling all new shops in Ellenbrook. There was another business precinct called 
Comserv Loop. Also because of the covenant, this was almost empty and a ghost town. Ellenbrook lacked basic 
services and amenities such as public transport, fire services, health services and road access, and schools were 
either inadequate or non-existent. It was not uncommon for some of our primary schools to put extra students 
into dongas, which should be a fair embarrassment to this state. There was also no secondary school in 
Ellenbrook. As I said, primary schools were accommodating their extra students in dongas.  

One of the smaller issues that I know has support from the opposition is the supply of air conditioning to Ellen 
Stirling Primary School, a newer primary school in Ellenbrook. Some members have already spoken on this 
issue, but it does not take much to imagine what it would be like for a five-year-old or a six-year-old in a school 
in Ellenbrook where temperatures can be quite extreme—Ellenbrook comprises mostly concrete, tar and 
pavers—but I believe we are making a bit of groundwork on that.  

Worst of all, there was no future for residents in Ellenbrook. There were no jobs, despite a promise by the initial 
developers that there would be employment for 75 per cent of the local people. Boulevards had been substituted 
for businesses. I have written so many notes that I am going to get caught up in them! Today, more than two 
years on, what a dramatic change! Stage 2 of the development with 60 new shops will be open in March or April 
this year due to the influence of the Liberal–National government. Formerly empty retail shops are now almost 
fully occupied and doing business on The Broadway and Comserv Loop, and I am happy to say that our police 
station is fully manned. A new state-of-the-art fire station was commissioned and opened in September last year. 
It is now operating 24 hours a day, seven days a week. With the topical story that we heard today of the fires in 
our district, what better timing? 

Our public secondary school is operating to year 12. The good part about this is that it has had to compete with 
three top-class private secondary schools. I believe that our state schools should be the equivalent of our private 
schools. The government has undertaken to start two new primary schools. 

Mr P. Papalia: The Labor government built the school to year 11 and 12 at Ellenbrook. 

Mr F.A. ALBAN: What does the member for Warnbro have a problem with? 

Mr P. Papalia: The Labor government built year 11 and 12 at Ellenbrook. 

Mr F.A. ALBAN: We started construction of them. The Labor government might have talked about it. He does 
a lot of talking about things. 

Mr P. Papalia: You idiot! I was there. It was at the same time as Comet Bay. 

Mr F.A. ALBAN: Ellen Stirling Primary School? 

Mr J.R. Quigley: We know about the school. We want to know about the railway line and the station you are 
putting in. 

Mr F.A. ALBAN: I am talking about Ellenbrook Secondary College. We are also commencing two new — 

Mr J.R. Quigley: What about the promise you made to the people that you were going to take a train line out 
there? 

Mr F.A. ALBAN: The member for Mindarie needs to have a shower, I think, and cool down. I am sorry, Mr 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: I call you formally for the first time, member for Swan Hills, and I call you also formally for 
the first time, member for Mindarie. Herein lies the problem of accepting interjections. 

Mr F.A. ALBAN: Two new primary schools commenced this year, one in Aveley and one in Malvern Springs, 
to take up the surplus number of students. There is a good chance, of course, with good lobbying, that these 
schools will not be built as they were in the past without air conditioning. There is a new family centre on the 
horizon to cater for the increased needs of families, including two new babies a day that I believe are born in 
Ellenbrook and Aveley alone. We have very few health nurses catering for them. One by one—the member for 
West Swan has disappeared on me—our roads are being made safe. There are new lights at the intersection of 
Great Northern Highway and West Swan Road. Reid Highway in Middle Swan from West Swan Road to Great 
Northern Highway has been completed, as has the new bridge. The project at Bullsbrook District High School is 
underway, as promised, with more projects to be announced in the short term. The most recent upgrade, of 
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course, and the one that I am most excited about, is the upgrade to the public transport system in Ellenbrook to 
replace the totally inadequate service that existed prior to my election. 

Ms J.M. Freeman: So, is there a train? Is that what you are announcing today? 

Mr F.A. ALBAN: What does that mean? It means that there is a bus every 10 minutes at peak times and a bus 
every 15 minutes at off-peak times to connect to the railway line in Bassendean. The bus service has been 
described as equivalent to the best in the metropolitan area. What is more, I am working on extending it to 
Aveley, which was not included in the first draft. 

What of the future? This area has a bright future with the current government. There is still a lot more to do. I am 
hoping that a regional ambulance facility at St John of God Health Care is on its way. One by one the needs of 
the community will be addressed. I am working on a police and citizens youth centre for Ellenbrook. I am 
working on a suicide prevention office. Action rather than talk! 

Mr A.J. Waddell interjected. 

Mr F.A. ALBAN: In just two short years or slightly more, Ellenbrook is now seriously looking like a regional 
centre. 

Ms J.M. Freeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Nollamara! 

Mr F.A. ALBAN: Four thousand new residents have shown their support by moving to Ellenbrook in the past 
two years. They must have heard there is a Liberal government there! It will not be long before the endless trek 
to Midland and Morley for essential goods and services will come to an end. I will also talk about a matter that 
has been discussed a lot today, so I will keep this speech fairly short. 

On Saturday, 5 February my electorate was once again visited by fire—in Brigadoon, Baskerville, Millendon, 
Red Hill and Herne Hill. The good part about our fire—if there is a good part about a fire—is that it was not 
started by arson; it was started by limbs of trees falling over powerlines. I mention this because no home was 
lost. Containment of the fire was a great success by the Fire and Emergency Services Authority and our 
volunteer fire brigade. What is even more interesting is that a fire of almost the same size occurred 12 months 
ago with the same result: no loss of life and no loss of homes. However, I was interested to hear members on 
both sides of the chamber today discuss the inadequacy of some developments, with which I must agree. When I 
toured the site of the recent fire, it became very obvious that the fuel load and the lay of the land had a lot to do 
with property that could be saved and property that could not be saved. It became obvious that we need to learn a 
lesson on preparing firebreaks. We need to learn a lesson on adequate burning-off strategies. I understand that 
evaporative air conditioners are on their way out in these areas. 

Finally, I would like to add my condolences to all those who suffered and to all those who lost properties and 
lives in the recent floods and fires throughout Australia. I personally had an experience—nothing serious—in 
1983 as a very young man with two small children. I was in the way of the Ash Wednesday fires of 1983. I was 
part of the terror that happens in a family when a fire is on its way. That was a huge disaster. The one thing I 
remember most, which seems to have been repeated, is that people said it would never happen again. I think 
members know what happened in Victoria recently. Although we talk in this place about taking action, let us 
make sure that we do take some action. We should stop squabbling and, on this issue of fires, have some 
bipartisan discussion. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Nollamara) [5.27 pm]: I would like to follow on, in opening my speech in reply to the 
Premier’s Statement, by also offering my condolences to the families of the people who lost their lives in the 
Queensland floods, to the people in the Victorian floods, to the people in the fires here in Western Australia, and 
also to the people in the floods in Carnarvon and in the various other difficulties that nature has sent people in 
recent times. Just as an aside, I was in Victoria at the time of the Victorian floods. I was on a train going through 
South Australia and Victoria and went across a bridge that was closed the following day when it was flooded. On 
that day the flood almost came up the sides of the train. I was a bit like a child seeing snow for the first time. I 
kept on saying to my partner, “Look at all of this water!” I do believe that we must take into account that, 
although we have had fires and floods, we also have one of the major droughts in Western Australia at this time 
and we must take into account the impact it is having on our rural communities and how tough they are doing it. 
My partner and I grow trees for a property in Corrigin that he grew up on and this year there has been no tree 
planting because there is simply no chance that any trees would survive. That is a double problem because of the 
impact of salt in those communities. There is no doubt that we need to take these things into account.  

A Vietnamese gentleman saw me recently about a fundraiser that the Vietnamese community held for victims of 
the Queensland floods. I think they raised more than $100 000. It could be even more and I apologise to the 
community if I am wrong. The community is very excited about how much money it managed to raise to support 



466 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 16 February 2011] 

 

the Queensland flood victims. The Vietnamese gentleman, being a Buddhist, commented, “What sort of karma is 
happening to these Queenslanders?” I am not someone who believes in Buddhism or necessarily holds those 
sorts of faiths, but with my great belief in climate change I think we need to look at our human interactions with 
the environment in many ways—salt is one because we cleared lots of land—and ways that we can prevent these 
sorts of things.  

Moving onto things that I would like to talk about in response to the Premier’s statement and a statement made 
yesterday by the Minister for Transport, clearly the people of Mirrabooka and I welcome the Mirrabooka 
Avenue–Reid Highway overpass. We welcomed the Alexander Drive–Reid Highway overpass that the Labor 
government committed to and the Liberal government thankfully continued, with the federal government, to 
fund after the last state election. It is my understanding that it came in well under budget—it was budgeted at 
$72 million, as the minister had previously stated—and on that basis and being able to use the Abigroup 
contractors and keep them on the same site, they were able to do the Mirrabooka Avenue overpass. I reflect on 
the fact that the minister took it as an opportunity to say that I had not campaigned for the overpass. Perhaps I 
had not campaigned in the way that he thought; I certainly called for it. However, I think the community was 
tired of hearing so many people call for it and having it not delivered. It is great that it has been delivered. In 
saying that, I congratulate Bob Kucera for the good work that he did. I also congratulate the community because 
it did the work to get the overpass. In a recent edition of the Eastern Suburbs Reporter, Alan Stafford, president 
of the Balga Action Group, put it very fittingly in a letter to the paper. He said — 

While in recent years politicians of all persuasions have jumped on the Reid/Mirrabooka bandwagon, 
especially in the lead-up to an election, the real hard work has been done by those many local 
volunteers who walked door-to-door seeking signatures, as well as standing in shopping centre arcades 
and on street corners with banners and a lot of hope as they tried to get the powers-to-be to listen to 
their pleas for an overpass only, in the main, to have such pleas fall on deaf ears. 

The community can be assured that its pleas did not fall on deaf ears and that Main Roads certainly heard them. 
When Main Roads had the opportunity, it ensured that the community got what it so justly deserved and had so 
justly worked for, and I congratulate the community on that. It seems to me that those same economies of scale 
used to do the Reid Highway–Alexander Drive overpass before moving on to the Mirrabooka Avenue overpass 
really need to be looked at for the Malaga Drive overpass as well. I say that because the same construction site 
could be used to do the Malaga overpass. That makes eminent sense if we are going to use resources and use 
them well and efficiently. This is something that would deliver a great benefit to many in the community. 

However, roads are not what we need to solve the transport problems in the area. I think late last year The West 
Australian ran a feature on how long it took to get into the city from different suburbs. One of the areas looked at 
was the Mirrabooka–Nollamara area. The article showed that by bike, unfortunately, was not a quick form of 
transport to the city. However, my partner rides in every day from Nollamara and he seems to think it is an active 
and possible way of transport. I have yet to ride to Parliament House, but my good friend the shadow Minister 
for Transport is on my case, as we speak, to get me on the bike and ride in. By car took it a good 20 to 
25 minutes, but what was most concerning is that public transport—the bus—took the greatest length of time to 
get into the city. Nollamara, Mirrabooka, Koondoola and Alexander Heights are really only 15 minutes from the 
city. Mirrabooka is a town centre. It has employment agencies such as Centrelink, the Department for Child 
Protection, a large Homeswest office and a large group of people employed there who deliver services in the 
non-government sector. Mirrabooka needs a viable, good and rapid transport system. That needs to come in the 
form of some sort of rail, be it light or heavy. I am not someone who has expertise in this area, but it seems to me 
that with the Reid Highway–Mirrabooka Avenue overpass and the idea of the Alexander rapid transport route 
that was being considered prior to the last election, there is some space for a rapid transport system to come into 
the area and to feed in to the Mirrabooka town centre. Therefore, I urge the government to consider that when 
looking at the needs of that area. 

I note the Premier’s apology to the community for increasing fees and charges and the opposition leader’s call 
for a freeze on those increases. I can tell the house that the increase is having a detrimental effect on people in 
the community in the Nollamara electorate including Mirrabooka, Nollamara, Koondoola and Alexander 
Heights. I noticed, as my colleagues would have, the article in yesterday’s The West Australian that stated people 
are doing it tough, and they were talking about foodstuffs and things like that. One of my greater concerns was 
about quite a small comment made about the reduction in the payment of voluntary school fees. If we think 
about some of the areas that I represent, those schools do it tough. Some of those schools have 72 different 
languages spoken and very high needs in literacy. If schools do not get additional moneys from school fees 
because people cannot afford it because their day-to-day costs of everyday living mean that those sorts of areas 
need to be cut, really the most disadvantaged are being disadvantaged even more. The path, as we all know, to 
success in our community is education. Education gives us the capacity to communicate well in our society, to 
present ourselves well in our society and to be employed in our society. These are all benefits of education. We 
need to look not only at some of the substantive equity issues that an increase in fees and charges has on 
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everyday living and how we go about paying our rent and putting food on the table, but also the multiplier effect 
in our community of reducing services in so many other areas, such as children not participating in sports so they 
do not get the sort of exercise that they need. The areas I represent unfortunately have issues with health and 
welfare that need to be focused on. We need to consider all the things that go with learning—participation in 
team sports and being able to buy the uniforms for that, being able to afford for children to do extracurricular 
music courses, and various other things. Despite the fact that people belittle the call for freezing fees and 
charges, I think that we are a community that can afford to subsidise people most in need so that they do not 
need to bear the costs of huge electricity and gas charges. 

I also welcome the housing that has been built, particularly with the national economic stimulus money but 
clearly carried out by the current government. I will bang on about it until something actually happens with the 
Mirrabooka land that now is going to be just below the Reid Highway–Mirrabooka Avenue overpass that has sat 
there since the 1950s and through successive members in the area, still sits there derelict. This land is owned by 
the Department of Housing and is perfectly placed to be subdivided and sold. It could be added to the stock of 
affordable land for young people and others in our community so that they can build on it. It is only 15 minutes 
out of the city and has public transport routes, a new station and, now, a great overpass. It seems almost criminal 
that we are sitting on this land during a time of great need for housing development. It does not matter how many 
times I write to the minister to ask what is going on, or meet with the department, I always get told that the 
matter has to do with the local government. I meet with the local government, which says that it has to do with 
the Department of Housing. I must say that this cannot go on for so long. I understand that there was an issue 
with the Department of Health wanting a piece of land to develop a health facility on. I understand that the issue 
has now been fixed, it has gone through whatever processes were needed and has been signed off. All I can ask 
is that the potential benefit of this land be given to the community and for it to stop sitting there derelict, pulling 
down the whole tenor of the area. It is scrub land; there is the problem of vagrants coming to the area and all 
those sorts of things. This is a perfect piece of land for release and development, and I call on the government to 
champion itself in the area of housing affordability and open that land up for sale. 

I am also interested to know when the response to the housing report that was handed down, I think, early in 
2010 called “More than a Roof and Four Walls” is going to be released. It is concerning for many in the 
community, and obviously for local members of Parliament, that the biggest issue, I think, that comes into my 
office is housing and the need for public housing, because of the cost of private rentals. There was an article in 
The Australian Financial Review recently about the possibility of vouchers for private rentals. I am not 
necessarily opposed to that; I have not heard the arguments for or against that. However, any sort of private 
rental subsidy needs to be meaningful to make private rental affordability comparable to that of public housing. 
However, that also does not provide a solution to the situation faced by many people who come into my office 
and cannot access private rental properties because they have large families or come from a cultural group that is 
actively discriminated against, despite the fact that we would like things in our community to be different. I have 
been able to work with some very good real estate agents to try to deal with those sorts of issues, and I thank 
those real estate agents who try their hardest to ensure that those in our community who find it difficult to access 
housing because they are different have viable housing options instead of homelessness.  

I noted that the Premier talked about childhood education. One of the things of great concern in the community 
that I would like to raise with the government is that intensive language classes and centres are not provided in 
kindergarten and preschool. That makes it very difficult, especially for the children in Burmese and African 
communities, whose language and literacy skills are very low. Many children who are entering preschool and 
kindy are not getting that early start in language because the required resources are not funded. These children 
get support in language and intensive language centres once they reach primary school, and although that is a 
great service, people in the communities that I speak to, predominately from some of the Sudanese and other 
African communities, say that that service is not sufficient. In fact, just recently the Department of the Attorney 
General did a consultation with the African community on youth crime and justice issues. The issue of education 
was raised, as it has been raised in various other forums that I have been to. One of the difficulties that the 
community said it faced is that children from the community are put into classes based on their age rather than 
their competency. Therefore, the children become disillusioned with schooling; they get to a stage at which they 
do not feel included, and the community says that that leads to the children becoming truant and all the problems 
that go with that. This really is an issue that we need to address.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: The various communities are trying to address it themselves; in fact, many communities 
run schools on Saturdays and Sundays, often in their local church. The Iraqi community runs a very successful 
Al Hadi Arabic Community School at Mirrabooka Senior High School, and I thank the high school for always 
making its premises available to that community. The program is run on Saturday from 10.00 am until 4.00 pm; 
it is a very, very active community school. The school gets funded through the community languages program, 
but many communities find it very difficult to understand how to access that program. In fact, one of the criteria 
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is that potential applicants must be members of the ethnic schools organisation. I had a slight chuckle about the 
fact that if we tried to insist that they had to be a member of a union, we would be howled down—not that I have 
a problem with them being members of that association! It is difficult to get into contact with that organisation; 
there are no contact details for that organisation available. The community language program has progressively 
lost funding over the last four or five years; it has stagnated around that $1 million mark. The process is not 
transparent and is not easily accessible for these communities. Recently, two Sudanese groups, a Rumbeki 
Sudanese group and a Nuer Sudanese group, came to me and said that they had around 60 students who wanted 
to provide assistance with maths, English and cultural studies in our schools. That seems to me a really active 
way for communities to support themselves. Clearly, many communities have done that—the Italians and the 
Greeks—but we need to ensure that a really good community languages program is available for them, and that 
it is transparent and accessible and, perhaps, receives more funding.  

I have come across an issue in education regarding parents and citizens organisations not having legal coverage. 
P&Cs are incorporated, and if there ends up being a blue in a P&C for whatever reason, it is good to be aware of 
this. There are some interesting people on P&Cs, we all know this, as we have probably all sat on P&Cs; I 
certainly have. We had an issue with one P&C in which one particular gentleman said that the P&C was not 
complying with the Associations Incorporation Act because it was not running meetings exactly according to the 
formula that is set out in the act. It was not putting notices of motion and it was not calling the meetings 
correctly. The gentleman wanted to get very, very formulaic and bogged down in procedures. Clearly, the other 
parents did not want to do that; they wanted to be part of the process of raising funds and supporting their school. 
This is quite a large, major and well-organised P&C. The gentleman then started to take legal action because he 
had the capacity do that through his work. When the P&C president started to get letters from a lawyer, they 
went to the Department of Education and was told, “You are the P&C, you are incorporated. We do not cover 
you for any legal advice.” He went to the council that covers P&Cs and was told that legal cover was not part of 
their membership and therefore the council did not cover it. These poor P&C members were left by themselves 
with these letters, wondering how to deal with the situation. Thankfully, they were able to go to the Northern 
Suburbs Community Legal Centre and get a couple of free consultations, but really, that case was not in the 
expertise of those particular lawyers and, frankly, even though this is on transcript, one of the letters perhaps 
inflamed the issue slightly. Another letter came, and finally, there was another letter that said that this parent had 
been defamed. Imagine being in that position and not being able to get any legal advice or legal protection. Here 
they are, volunteering to do a community service and they do not get that protection. I have spoken to the 
Western Australian Council of State School Organisations, the organisation that covers P&Cs, and have 
discussed with them the need to look into adding an extra membership component to cover that. I have 
approached the department. However, it is a real concern for me if WA is moving to independent public schools. 
I have my own view about independent public schools. If we place people at board level and that is incorporated 
or any of those sorts of things, we need to ensure they have the protection of legal coverage.  

The Premier raised the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting as an opportunity to showcase our 
community. I hope that it does showcase our inclusive and diverse community, especially the community that I 
represent. I extend an invite to the Premier’s office to discuss with my office and me the inclusion of the many 
and various communities that make up the seat of Nollamara: Vietnamese, Macedonian, African and Burmese to 
name a few; and the Buddhists, the Muslims, the Christians and others in the area. I would be glad to ensure that 
they feel included in the process so that they can showcase the wonderful diversity and harmony that they bring 
to the community that I represent.  

Just before Christmas I was lucky enough to work with the Sudanese community on their referendum process. At 
first, WA did not get a referendum centre and the Sudanese community had a rally. I worked with them on a 
petition to the federal government. I rang and spoke to a lot of people, even making an overseas phone call as a 
member of Parliament to implore the authorities to allow the Western Australian Sudanese community to 
participate in that referendum. I thank the federal government, and particularly the Australian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, for coming forward with funding for Sudan for the referendum, and also $1 million was 
allocated to ensure that they had further centres, one of which was in Western Australia. It was a great success. 
The community was really pleased to be able to participate in the referendum. They felt very proud to be part of 
what was for them a momentous history-changing event. They had a cultural day before it started and one after it 
started, so it was a big week with lots of events going on as well as casting their votes. The referendum resulted 
in 99 per cent of southern Sudanese citizens voting for a separation from north Sudan.  

I want to raise this issue, because members in this house need to be aware of a number of things. Southern Sudan 
is going to be a mining economy. A large group of people from southern Sudan live in our community and we 
need to know what is going on with them, because there are a number of challenges that the Western Australian 
Parliament needs to be involved in. Firstly, the conflict with the north has dominated south Sudan since 1956, so 
it is a long-fought and difficult issue. I am taking this from The Economist, so I suppose I am using the 
references of another authority on these things. The article refers to some of the challenges, and reads — 



 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 16 February 2011] 469 

 

South Sudan occupies one of the least developed and most remote parts of Africa. Many of its 8m–14m 
inhabitants—nobody knows the exact number—live in unmapped lands. The whole region has perhaps 
100km … of paved roads,  

That is something that would strike fear into the hearts of most transport ministers! Half of those roads are in the 
capital, Juba, which has grown enormously in the last two years. The other half are on Chinese-run oilfields. 

The other challenge is that the violence in the community may not necessarily come from the north. It seems that 
the north has arrived at a resolution to the issue. This again is from The Economist, so it is one source and one 
opinion. It reads — 

But the more likely source of violence now is an internal conflict in the south. Tribal loyalties are 
fierce, arms flow freely, army units are fractured and cattle-raiding is rampant.  

Members have to note that cattle is one of the most important commodities in southern Sudan. The Dinka is the 
biggest tribe in the area, so there are cultural issues that will play out in countries that are challenged in re-
establishing themselves and pushing forward to ensure that they have a democracy and an economy that supports 
their community. Why do I think we need to know about southern Sudan, and why should we care? The article 
explains — 

South Sudan has minerals galore: gold, copper, iron ore and more, largely unexplored. The only natural 
resource tapped thus far is oil, of which the south has quite a bit (6.7 billion barrels in proven reserves, 
or a 40th of Saudi Arabia’s pool). 

We have the expertise that they are going to need to tap the resource, but that resource needs to be tapped in a 
way that will benefit the whole community in southern Sudan. We have members of the Sudanese community in 
Western Australia who would want us to ensure that happens and to play a part in that. It is very important for us 
to keep that in our minds when we look at something that is so far away.  

I also welcome the member for Morley’s comments on the Karen community. Like many newly arrived 
communities, the Karen have issues with employment. I believe that should be available, given the economic 
prosperity and mining boom that we currently enjoy, especially to communities such as the Karen. I was really 
concerned at the figures, reported by the Leader of the Opposition, that show a marked reduction of over three 
and a half thousand apprentices since the Liberal Party came into government. I believe that the WA fabrication 
industry is at a critical point when major resources projects are sent overseas. We need to ensure that people are 
employed in this industry. I am concerned that they are sending most of their skilled work offshore and our local 
businesses are missing out. The government owes it to the people of WA to agree to introduce or to agree to 
legislation that will ensure our natural gas and iron ore reserves are not used to create skilled jobs and 
opportunities overseas but to create opportunities and skills for young people in Western Australia, especially 
our newly-arrived migrants from communities such as the Karen, the Sudanese, and various other communities 
that have come here to set up their lives and who are really keen to succeed in these areas. If the Premier of 
Newfoundland in Canada can have an agreement with Chevron that delivers work in his province, it is clearly 
practical for that to occur here. The government needs to ensure that that prosperity is shared widely. I call on 
the government to support the current campaign to ensure local content.  

I would also like to ensure that prosperity is shared widely and ask that the government support the Every 
Australian Counts campaign for a national disability insurance scheme. That is very important for people in our 
community who are less well off. That is a federal issue that is before the Productivity Commission. I am not 
aware whether the government has made submissions to that.  

In finishing, I am concerned about two reports that came out late last year—the GESB report and the Amendola 
review. I have more to say on those two things. I think both reports have had a marked impact on our public 
sector. Certainly, GESB members only having one-way choice will be to the absolute detriment to 
superannuation for public servants, and needs to be carefully considered before that recommendation is 
undertaken.  

MRS C.A. MARTIN (Kimberley) [5.58 pm]: I would like to add my comments to the debate on the Premier’s 
Statement. One of the key messages we need to get out is that our fabrication industry is in real trouble. I would 
like to reinforce some of the comments made by the member for Nollamara.  

As a member I always acknowledge the 14 000 children in my electorate. The number keeps growing every year. 
I would like to see the opportunity for those kids to remain in Australia in broader terms, and in Western 
Australia—that would be great—but more importantly in the Kimberley. Some of the biggest projects in 
Western Australia are taking place in the Kimberley. There is another project, closer to the Speaker’s electorate, 
and that is Oakajee. Of the three major projects in Western Australia, two are in my electorate. I really want to 
see the young people in my electorate have the opportunities that they need. To that end, I have a briefing note 
that I would like to place on the table for today for members opposite to read. It is a good briefing document. It 
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goes to the heart of the issues. It is written in such a way that people can read and understand the implications of 
this, not only for the industry but for our children—our future. I would like to place that on the table.  

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.]  

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: The Browse Basin is a project that has been dear to my heart since I was in local 
government in the 1990s. Yes, I am talking to the member for Hillarys!  

The SPEAKER: I admire the member for Kimberley’s patience for waiting so long to be given the opportunity 
to speak to this motion. Unfortunately, the chair is going to be vacated until the ringing of the bells at seven 
o’clock.  

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: Before the dinner break, I was talking about the Browse Basin and about how I have had a 
relationship with that issue since the early 1990s when I was a shire councillor in Derby. Of course even back 
then, that was one of those big projects that we were all hanging our hats on and hoping that it would materialise. 
Now, all these years later, we are getting some progress. The Browse Basin is still out there, but the development 
is becoming more and more refined. We are all happy about that, for a number of reasons; the most important of 
which is that we will have more opportunities for our kids, we hope, with training and employment.  

We also have the Ord irrigation scheme. The Ord irrigation scheme has been in the pipeline since 1964. Ever 
since the early days when people first moved to the Ord, people have been hoping that the Ord will progress as 
the food bowl for the nation. Of course that concept has changed as we have gone along. There is now a lot of 
sandalwood up there, and that has taken up a lot of that prime land. Sandalwood of course ties up the land for 15 
years. But maybe in 15 years people will see the value of growing food crops on the Ord, and things will change. 
We have waited this long; I do not think another 15 years is going to matter that much. 

One of the problems that we have up my way—I am sure other members have the same problem in their 
electorates—is land availability. I am concerned about the way in which LandCorp works. I was shocked to find 
that if Homeswest wants to develop low-income housing, it has to purchase the land from LandCorp, at a 
commercial rate. To me, that defeats the purpose. That system obviously does not work. I believe that LandCorp 
should be involved in other opportunities to purchase land, such as for the development of industry. Industrial 
land is what LandCorp should be involved in. Residential land should be different. Why should people have to 
pay $300 000 to a quasi-government organisation just to purchase a block of land? Everyone should be given 
access to the great Australian dream, which is to own our own home. In certain places in Western Australia there 
is such a shortage of land that people have to pay $1 million for a property that in any other market would be 
affordable. In Broome, it is just so hard. People have to pay $300 000 for a residential housing lot, and they then 
have to pay another $600 000 to get something built on that land. The way things are going in Broome, my kids 
will not be able to purchase a property there. I do not think that is going to happen for my kids. They are going to 
have to go to some place where land is affordable. Housing is a real problem. I do not think the government 
should be propping up a quasi-government organisation by allowing it to sell residential land.  

I believe there are other ways in which we can deal with the problem of land availability. One of those ways is 
by using native title. The native title legislation has been in place since 1993. I believe that once native title has 
been found to exist, the traditional owners should be allowed to lease their land to other people for 70 years. The 
life of a building is only 50 years, so that will give us 20 years’ leeway. That would make that land available, but 
it would not extinguish native title. It is not impossible. All it needs is some goodwill and people who want to 
make it work. I have done a bit of an investigation into the situation that exists in other places that have land on 
which native title has been found to exist. In Vanuatu, the traditional owners are allowed to lease their tribal land 
to other people for commercial purposes. However, because that does not extinguish native title, it means that 
those people can make an income from that land but they do not lose their cultural connection with their country. 
I am offended by the way in which native title works in this state. Once native title has been found, the only 
mining that people can do on that land is for flint. People can go and make a flint knife or something. That is 
really great. But if a mining company, or someone else, wants to use that land, a whole new process comes into 
being.  

I am also very concerned about how the Department of Conservation and Land Management uses land. What 
happens is that it acquires the land compulsorily, and the land is then converted to freehold. The land is then 
vested in the Aboriginal Lands Trust, and the Aboriginal Lands Trust then leases that land back to the 
government at a peppercorn rate. That raises some real issues. Those issues have been going on for many, many 
years, and nobody really wants to question them. I want to use this opportunity to put these issues on the agenda. 

I am also concerned about the Department of Indigenous Affairs. Within the Department of Indigenous Affairs 
there is an Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee. That committee comprises Aboriginal people. If there is 
concern about the cultural significance of a site, the matter is referred to this committee. The committee may 
decide that the complaint should be upheld. However, the matter then goes to the minister, and the minister may 
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overturn that decision. Why should that sort of decision even be made by a government department? To me, that 
is an affront to common decency. It means that governments can do whatever they want and just walk all over 
the rights of Indigenous people. I want people to think about this, because if this was any other sector of our 
community it just would not happen. Indigenous people have had to go to court and prove their connection to 
their country. Some of these people have been in the courts for years. However, the only benefit they have been 
able to get has been from what is known as Aboriginal Lands Trust land. Again, this land is held in trust in a 
government department, with a board that has on it people who are Aboriginal, yet the real decisions are made 
by the minister. I have an issue with that, because, again, this land is leased by non-government organisations, at 
a peppercorn rental. That means that no money is going back into the trust. How can we trust people who do not 
actually provide a trust? Every time the Aboriginal Lands Trust makes these sorts of arrangements, it is a 
betrayal. If the Department of Indigenous Affairs did not exist, we would have to find a way to look after the 
estate that is held in trust for Aboriginal people. In my view, a real trust is one that ensures that the people who 
own the land get an income; or an outcome—something. Anything is better than what they are currently getting. 
I wanted to put that on the agenda. It is something important for us all to think about. As I said, I have made my 
own inquiries. There is bit more work to be done on that, but I fully intend to look at that.  

Another issue that I want to bring up is the Autumn Centre on Guildford Road. I am not sure whether members 
are aware of that place. It has been there for probably 40 years. The Autumn Centre is a place at which 
Aboriginal people from the Kimberley come and stay when they have medical problems, and then they are 
transported to Royal Perth Hospital, or wherever else. There are a lot of dialysis patients there at the moment 
from the Kimberley. One of my close friends from Nullagine was in there. I have known her for over 30 years. 
Our kids are the same age. I bumped into her at the shopping centre and she said she was on dialysis in that 
place. I was shocked. Like most people, I thought that would not happen to her. She told me that they go off, 
have their treatment and then come back home to the Autumn Centre. There is no air conditioning; they are just 
left in these little boxes. They have a room that they share but there is no air conditioning. They come back after 
these horrible procedures, which they have to have; I understand that. Should there not be some comfort for 
these people? There are not just one or two people; there are about 30. When people are ill, they need to be 
comfortable, especially when they have undergone dialysis treatment. They are in a room for hours in chilling 
conditions. They have to have a blanket because the room requires air conditioning. When they go home to the 
Autumn Centre, they are hot. It is not right. There is something wrong. We need to make sure that people who 
are ill, who are already put out because they are in a strange place, are looked after and cared for. I wanted to 
raise that because one size does not fit all when it comes to medical services. These people are brought down 
from places such as Derby. They are living amongst strangers and are subjected to all sorts of things.  

It is nice to see the Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson) in the chair, but I was going to thank the Speaker for 
letting us into his electorate at Cervantes. We were there last week. This fellow called Dale at the country club 
really looked after us. He was so nice. 

Mr T.K. Waldron: He’s very big in country football. He does a lot.  

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: Yes. He kept saying something about West Perth. Cervantes is this amazing place on that 
road that Shane Hill started. It is a great road. It is full of twists and turns at this end but it gets better further 
north. What a great community. There are small communities along the way.  

We were talking about the squatters’ settlements on the way up. There are some real concerns about them. We 
were asked to raise them because there have been a number of reports about them. It seems that these reports get 
done and then disappear into some dark, deep place here or in ministers’ offices. It would be really good for 
these people to know what is happening with that issue because they need to plan for the future. The Nationals 
are saying that they are going to have a super city up that way. We need to sort that out first. The people we met 
gave us a copy of an article that was in the paper put out by the Shire of Dandaragan. The Leader of the National 
Party wrote this article before he went overseas. He said that it was going to be one of the super towns. Actually, 
Wyndham would be a better place — 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: Kununurra is at the other end of the state. It is the peak of the state. That is the town that 
should be a super town. Wyndham would be even better. Could members imagine Wyndham having all those 
shopping centres, apartment buildings and crocodiles in the main street? There would be plenty of tourist 
attractions. I am just putting in my bid for the record.  

We have had a terrible time since December. We have had floods, cyclones, loss of life and fires. Two cyclones 
are active at the moment. One is over Darwin and the other one is hanging off the coast. It is building. We think 
we are going to get a flogging one way or another again. We can prepare for them but one day a big one is going 
to come along and kick us in the guts. Cyclone Rosita took part of our roof off in 2000. Trees were knocked 
down. Again, we were really lucky to have had no loss of life.  
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We have huge Aboriginal communities up north such as Bidyadanga. Bidyadanga needs a cyclone shelter. These 
things are really important. If there is no cyclone shelter, people are brought into Broome and put into unsuitable 
accommodation. If there is a lot of damage to the community, these people remain in that accommodation for a 
long time. During cyclone Rosita people were put in the high school. That caused a lot of disruption. It occurred 
in April, so kids were meant to go to school and that sort of thing. Cyclone shelters are really important. We 
have a cyclone alley, which is probably from Derby all the way down to Onslow. We accept that Onslow and the 
other towns have cyclone shelters and a lot of infrastructure. We have stood back and said that they should have 
their underground power supply sorted out and we can wait because we are not hit as often, but that has changed 
in the past three or four years. Now we need to look at underground power. We need to be put on that list to 
ensure that our communities are safe instead of having our power knocked out for 10 days, which is what 
happened to us in 2000. It is really important that we get these things done.  

I checked out my power bill because I like air conditioning where I live. In 2009 my bill was about 13c a unit 
and then it went up three times. It is just teetering at under 19c a unit. That increase is a lot of money. When we 
think about it, I am here for half the year but the bills have just increased. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: I can cope with the extra few cents—I am happy to cop it—but a lot of people cannot. One 
of my constituents is moving down to Albany. I am devastated because he is one of those people who comes into 
the office from time to time, though not just my office. He is friendly and he will have a cuppa with us. The heat 
has got to him. His doctor said to him that he will need to move to a colder climate. Albany is as close as one can 
get to the South Pole, I suppose. 

Dr A.D. Buti: You might upset the Acting Speaker. Be careful.  

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: No; he will love my constituent. The problem is that this fellow has air conditioning but it 
cannot work because there is no insulation in his roof. I thought maybe the heat had got to him. I said to Charlie 
that I would go with him to check it out. It is true; there is no insulation in his roof. There is this silver buffer—I 
cannot remember what it is now—on the walls. It is in the roof as well but there is no insulation. When you walk 
into his house, the heat hits you. It is only a little place. There are no windows to let the air come through. The 
air conditioning does not work. It is costing him an arm and a leg and he is a pensioner. What does he have to 
do? He has to move to Albany. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): I think that is a very good move.  

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: Penguins love it! I like Albany. I went there once, or was it twice? I got sick both times. I 
got the flu. It is very cold in summer. He told me it was summer. I believed him, but it was freezing. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: You are going very close.  

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: I have built that bridge. I am over it.  

People have to have air conditioning. The cost of air conditioning is astronomical and it is going up. It is okay 
for one of these quasi-government organisations to make a profit but it is more important for people who have 
already paid their dues—that is, pensioners—to have more breaks. We should give them a go. This fellow is 
moving to Albany. I think he will be a great contributor to that community but it is a great loss for our 
community as well. We really need to do something about electricity prices because it is kicking the average 
Australian in the guts and it is not the right thing to do. I do not think it has been the right thing to do for a long 
time.  

The other issue I wish to raise relates to housing. Have members had a look at the designs of some of these 
houses that are being built? The Department of Housing provides housing for people on low incomes—I accept 
that; that is fair enough—but they should at least be appropriate for the area. We all know that it gets really hot 
so why are there not shutters to assist the occupant and make the house a bit darker? Those shutters could also be 
good for cyclones and for security. We could have all these things in state housing to make people’s lives a lot 
easier, but for some reason none of it happens. 

I turn now to Halls Creek. We are having heaps of problems trying to get maintenance work done up there. We 
have gone back to the old ways—boarding up windows! Why do we board up windows? It is because we cannot 
get a glazier. We cannot get tradesmen or women to go up there. One company with a huge contract employs all 
these subbies who now say that they will not work for that amount of money. It does not work so the work is not 
getting done again. Even our contracting is not working up there. We really, really need to take a look at where 
we are going in regards to these things.  

Education is the leg-up that most kids need to make a really good life and to contribute as productive adults in 
our community, but we cannot find a place for them to attend where they can learn in some sort of environment 
that is okay and that is conducive to learning. Halls Creek has a great swimming pool, but it is not open because 
the shire cannot get the money for a lifeguard. Okay. I understand that the shire is working on it, but we have had 
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this trouble since the pool first went in. But have a look around the school. Part of it is about 90 years old. It is 
really amazing. It is full of little pokey rooms. A lot of transportables that have been condemned are still on site. 
We need to get serious about this. That community has been identified as one that really, really does need a 
helping hand. If we do not provide the facilities and infrastructure to help provide a future for these kids, it will 
be a real issue.  

And teachers—what sort of environment is it to work in for teachers? It is no wonder that it is hard to get public 
servants to go up there. The one good thing is that the housing for public servants has improved. They have built 
a number of houses up there and they look great. But education across the board is a real problem. We have a 
hostel in Broome filled to capacity. If members were to come up at the beginning of the school term, they would 
see all my kids getting on planes to fly to all points of Australia because there is nowhere for them to board. 
Some of them go to Geraldton, some to Esperance, and I think some to a place in Kalgoorlie. The rest go over 
east. Three of my friend’s kids are in Geelong. Why? We need more boarding facilities for these kids. There is a 
beauty up in Kununurra; it is a really, really nice facility for boys and girls, but we need more of those facilities 
because the kids from remote communities do not have the same opportunities that are available to others. It is 
my view, and that of a lot of parents in my electorate, that these kids are better off remaining in our community, 
even if it is in another town—as long as they are in the region.  

Mr T.K. Waldron: Can I make a constructive comment? A few years ago I was at Wiluna and the lady there 
was really keen to have something like a school boarding facility in the Fitzroy Valley. Is that feasible or is that a 
little bit too far fetched. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: I think the minister must have been talking to Cedric’s wife. Cedric has said the same 
thing about Jigalong. He believes that the amazing school at Jigalong is utilised for only part of the year. All 
education facilities are underutilised. That was his argument. He would ask, “Why not have a boarding facility 
here as well for the kids from the outstations and those sorts of places?” I think that they work. I think there has 
to be a standard such that if the minister was happy, or I was happy to have our kids there, it would be workable 
for the community. But that is the level that has to be set. If it is not good enough for our kids, why would we 
want someone else to put their kids there?  

As I have said, when I travel back and forth at the beginning and the end of the school holidays, virtually the 
whole plane is full of kids either going away or coming home from boarding schools. It is amazing. What is that 
worth? What does that cost the government? We could be making an investment in these kids to have school 
hostels in their local towns; for example in the Kimberley. 

Mr T.K. Waldron: Quite a few travel down to Esperance. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: That is what I was saying. Is there not a Christian Aboriginal parent-directed school or 
some such thing? 

Mr T.K. Waldron: Yes; a CAP school—and there is one at Coolgardie as well. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: Yes. My view is really simple: if education is that important to provide for these kids so 
that they become viable adults in our society, that is the investment that we need to make. It will be hostels that 
will allow those kids to access education facilities. For example, a few of the kids in Broome have taken off 
national awards. I am not talking about coming twenty-seventh in the state, but about the top three in the nation. 
Places like that can achieve those results. It means we need more kids in more facilities and more to help them 
get there. The hostel in Broome is a little different because kids from the Catholic school attend as well. The 
bishop made an agreement with the previous state government—and it works. Even though the state government 
runs that hostel, these kids are at the school and the Catholic school board has kicked in. There are ways to do it. 
We just have to find them.  

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [7.26 pm]: I, too, would like to say a few words about the Premier’s Statement. 
First, I will say that I am glad to be back in Parliament. It is fantastic to be out and about, but it is good to be 
back to do the business of Parliament in making legislation that will make the lives of people out there much 
better. 

Before I get too far into my comments, I express my condolences to the families of the 35 people who lost their 
lives in the Queensland floods and to the family of the teenage girl, Amber Finch, who lost her life in the 
thunderstorms in Geraldton when accidentally electrocuted.  

As these disasters, including the ones in Victoria, Carnarvon, the Gascoyne region, the Wheatbelt and also 
cyclone Yasi were taking place, I could not help but feel extremely disturbed by what I was seeing on television. 
It is not something that we see very often in Australia and it is a real concern for me that all these things are 
coming in such a wave one after the other. Even now there are rains and cyclones up in Darwin and around parts 
of the country. Hopefully, we are over the worst of that weather, but I have no doubts that the environment will 
do what it will do and that we as Australians and Western Australians need to pull together as we have, support 
each other and work hard. I think that our emergency services personnel, our volunteers and the community in 
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general have put their shoulders to the wheel to work together to get through this disaster as best we can. 
Obviously, the first of the fires that we had in Western Australia was down in Lake Clifton. I happened to be in 
Busselton and was on my way home on the Forrest Highway and the fire was burning all the way up to the 
Forrest Highway. As I was coming home, I saw the smoke and could not believe my eyes. I was surprised that I 
was able to keep driving straight through. I had thought that the road would be closed; however, it had not been 
closed at that stage and I went through the area.  

Obviously, the Roleystone–Kelmscott area has suffered, with 72 homes destroyed and numerous other homes 
damaged. We are distressed at not only the loss of life, but also the loss of property, the loss of memories, the 
loss of history and the loss of community. A lot of that has happened in all these areas, and I think it is important 
for us to support the people who have suffered in these areas. I congratulate the Premier for being on the front 
foot when dealing with these disasters and for being available to not only declare these areas disaster areas, but 
to contribute financially to help these people in whatever way possible. At the time, I had some engagements 
with the Premier that were cancelled so that the Premier could deal with the issues on the ground. I think that 
very proper and I commend him for doing that and for acknowledging the extraordinary efforts of our 
firefighters and volunteers. I know that the member for Jandakot spent many hours fighting the fires around the 
Roleystone–Kelmscott area and that the members for Armadale and Darling Range and other members assisted 
in various ways. They all need to be commended for that. 

As we know, the drought in Western Australia has had a massive impact. I know that the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food has been doing a lot of work in that area. He has been keeping us informed of progress, the 
packages available and the support being offered to people in rural communities. Australia is in a lot of pain at 
the moment, but we are very resilient, we are working well together and we will get out of this. Federal, state and 
local governments are working well together to try to develop policies and strategies to not only deal with the 
immediate disaster, but also develop long-term plans to get through the problems. That is commendable for 
everybody concerned. We need to be vigilant to ensure that we have all the right policies and processes in place 
so that we can deal with disasters in the future, if they occur. I have no doubt that some disasters will occur in the 
future. It is something that we need to be very conscious of. 

I will now talk about an issue in my electorate. It is not a new issue; it is an issue that everyone in the house is 
aware of. It was brought to this Parliament on 12 March 2008 by the then member for Carine, Katie Hodson-
Thomas, who instigated an inquiry by the Economics and Industry Standing Committee into the Karrinyup 
Lakes Lifestyle Village. The committee reported on 19 June 2008. In its report there were 67 findings and 34 
recommendations. There are lots of issues. One of my concerns is that some 26 to 28 per cent of the population 
in Western Australia will be over the age of 65 by 2051 and up to 31 per cent will be over the age of 65 by 2101. 
There will be a huge shift in the demographics of the community. Retirement villages are very important for the 
future of this state, so it is very important that we get these things right. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I will not go through the entire committee report, but I would like to read one part of it. 
It refers to the owner, Mr Martin, and also Mr Leonard Whyman. It states —  

… Mr. Martin displays as a person who has very limited understanding of even the basic principles of 
managing retirement villages. In fact, he admitted so in his evidence. Neither he nor his partner, 
Mr. Whyman seem to grasp the inherent conflicts in them being the owners, developers and managers 
of KLLV, and the special skills needed to manage those conflicts. 

Indeed, Mr. Martin presents as a bully, … 

It is very disturbing to know that someone like that can manage a retirement village, or has been able to do so up 
to this point, and can prey on some of the most vulnerable people in society—retirees. 

I will give members a bit of background to the state of affairs at the Karrinyup Lakes Lifestyle Village. When 
Hon Simon O’Brien became the new Minister for Finance; Commerce; and Small Business, he almost 
immediately phoned me and said, “Tony, I would like to organise a meeting with the residents of the Karrinyup 
Lakes Lifestyle Village.” I immediately organised a meeting with him. We met with the residents; about a dozen 
residents came to my office. They were very appreciative that the minister personally came to listen to their 
concerns. It was heartening to know that the minister has also had some difficulties in dealing with a particular 
retirement village; he had to deal with some issues when his mother passed away. Albeit he did not have an 
extreme understanding of the problems, he had a reasonable idea that there are issues and that things need to 
change. 

We then went to the village itself, and we took the minister around the village. As the residents will say, the 
homes are very well built and are of a high quality. We then went to the clubhouse and the swimming pool. The 
minister was appalled by what he saw when he walked inside the clubhouse. There were empty rooms. 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman interjected. 
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Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: The pool was a construction site, and the clubhouse is not much better. As we walked 
through the various rooms—for example, the so-called hairdressing room, which is empty and has one little 
basin in it—we saw that every basin was connected only to cold water. Apart from the kitchen, there was no hot 
water connection in any room. The cable for the hot water was just hanging off the wall. There is a shower rose 
just outside the sliding doors but it has only cold water. It is in full view of the people sitting inside the 
clubrooms—not that anybody sits in there because the furniture is from Ikea, which is totally inadequate for the 
requirements of people of that age. Of course, the swimming pool is a construction site; it is an absolute disaster. 
The minister walked away from the village much more informed. He was appalled by what he saw. 

There are 27 occupied units in the village. There are 44 residents. There are 13 vacant units and 12 still to be 
built. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Members, can everyone keep quiet. There are four or five 
different conversations going on and there is a bit of a dull roar. I know that when everyone else is on their feet, 
they want to be heard. I want to hear what the member for Carine is saying. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I am also sad to report that six residents at the village have died without ever seeing the 
facilities or the clubrooms and without knowing that these issues will be resolved for themselves, their partners 
or their families. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, you are on three strikes at the moment. I know you want to 
go home along the freeway, but I am not going to send you. Just be quiet, please. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Two residents have had to take out violence restraining orders against Eion Martin. That 
gives members a bit of a picture of the state of the village and where things are at. 

One of the reasons the new minister got in touch with me is that he knows how much I badgered the previous 
minister, and the minister before him, about getting something done about this village. I go to the meetings that 
the residents have with the Department of Commerce, and I commend the Department of Commerce for the 
amazing job that it is doing in supporting the residents by putting all the resources of the department at their 
disposal and also for funding civil action on behalf of residents to deal with cases. I have spoken to residents, the 
department and the minister, and, apart from the new legislation that will be introduced, absolutely nothing else 
can be done to help the people at the Karrinyup Lakes Lifestyle Village. 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman interjected. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I know that members are passionate about this issue. I have about half a dozen 
retirement villages in my electorate, and all the rest of them function well. No issues have been brought to my 
attention. I have visited every one of those villages and I have spoken to residents and there are no concerns. 
St Ives, Cedar Woods and LandCorp are proposing to build a very large retirement village on the Carine TAFE 
site, and that has gone out for community consultation. It has gone through the City of Stirling and has been 
approved. What is important for the people of Carine — 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup! 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I have spoken to the new minister on numerous occasions, albeit he has been the 
minister for only a short time, and he is fully aware of my disgust at the situation at the Karrinyup Lakes 
Lifestyle Village. There is emotional stress on the residents and it is having an effect on not only the residents 
but also the community. All the people who live in that locality know what the residents are going through and 
how they are suffering. The community is outraged. The member is right; the legislation will be important. What 
is important is that the statutory review of the retirement villages legislation — 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I will get to that, to the extent that I can. People need to read the final report. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I bet we won’t see it before we rise in June. Do you want to take me up on that? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah! 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: The minister is quietly confident that the legislation will come through in the first half of 
this year. It is important for all members of the executive to reinforce the message that this legislation is a 
priority because a large number of people are living in retirement villages. As much as all our other legislative 
agendas are important, this legislation is critical, and it is vital that it be implemented. I know that there is a 
commitment to get this legislation through as soon as possible. I would hope to see this legislation presented to 
Parliament in the first half of this year. On behalf of the most vulnerable people in our society, I will be putting 
as much pressure as I can on all the relevant ministers, as will my parliamentary colleagues. We will all be 
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retirees one day and we may all be living in a retirement village. If members do not already have parents or 
grandparents who are living in a retirement village — 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: After what I have seen, I will never go near them!  

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Funnily enough, not very long ago I was talking to my parents about them going to a 
retirement village, but I am not so sure any more. 

It is important that the final report into the statutory review of retirement village legislation be implemented in its 
entirety. I understand that the member for Mandurah was talking about people in the industry lobbying people to 
get things watered down to make it easier for them. Having read this review and having looked at the issue of 
retirement villages at a global level, I cannot see anything in the proposed draft legislative framework that people 
in the industry need to be scared of if they are doing the right thing in running a business and also helping 
retirees. There is an opportunity for that to happen, and there are a lot of good things in this report. We talked 
about the housing information service for seniors. Apart from purchasing a first home, moving into a retirement 
village is probably the biggest decision a person will make, and it will have the greatest impact on the last 10 or 
so years of a person’s life. It is important that that information service is established and properly resourced so 
that quality information and advice can be provided to people who are looking to move into a retirement village. 
It also needs to have some teeth so it can inform people about those retirement villages that are not doing the 
right thing or that are under investigation so people know that they should not move into a particular retirement 
village. That is probably an issue for some retirement village owners because if people know that one retirement 
village is not as good as another, it is harder for the owner to sell it and get out of the business. However, the 
legislation should, in a short time, allow us to fix the problems in that type of retirement village and enable it to 
get back on track. The residents of the Karrinyup Lakes Lifestyle Village want everyone to know the problems 
they have and how bad that retirement village is because they do not want anyone else to suffer in the same way 
that they have suffered. There is a lot of merit in that. 

I believe that non-performing retirement village managers need to be removed. The government must have the 
power to decide who will manage a village and how it will be run and, if necessary, it must have the power to 
appoint an administrator. The management of the Karrinyup Lakes Lifestyle Village should have been taken out 
of the hands of those individuals a long time ago. It is disappointing that the legislation does not allow us to do 
that at this point and that there is no other mechanism to do it. That is a very sad indictment. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: It is also important to have an extra cooling-off period. When we enter into contracts, we 
sometimes rush our decisions. Some lawyers know how to word things in certain ways and make them sound 
tricky. It is important, especially at that late stage of a person’s life, to have more time to consult one’s partner, 
family members or other residents and to seek and think through legal advice before making a final decision. 

I believe that reserve funds are critical for two reasons. Firstly, a well-managed village will have funds in reserve 
so that maintenance issues can be dealt with as they crop up. Secondly, a healthy stock of reserve funds helps 
when selling a retirement village when the time is right. It goes without saying that auditing the accounts needs 
to be a mandatory requirement. I believe that audits need to be done by an accredited auditor. It is important that 
people understand what is going on and that the books have been checked very carefully, because many people 
do not know much about managing finances. At that age, people need someone to help them without having to 
worry about whether all the books are balanced. Sometimes the accounts can be quite complex. Operators can 
increase expenses unnecessarily beyond cost recovery or beyond a small profit margin. There needs to be a way 
to appeal that decision and not allow operators to get too greedy when managing a retirement village. When 
residents leave and move on, the ongoing charges that they must pay ought to be limited. It is great that this is in 
the legislation because it is very important. 

Residents’ committees are probably one of the most important things that residents of retirement villages want. 
They want a residents’ committee which is listened to and which has the power and ability to deal with 
management and negotiate outcomes. I have spoken to the residents’ committee of the Karrinyup Lakes Lifestyle 
Village, and they do not mind that the operator is making a profit. The residents know that the operators are 
running a business and that there are costs involved when a resident leaves the village; they are happy to pay 
those costs. They are happy to stay in the village knowing their obligations and knowing that they will live a 
good quality of life in their last few years. Residents’ committees are very important for the harmony of a village 
and for making sure that the residents of a retirement village operated by a large corporation in particular can 
pass on their concerns. Residents’ committees are important also to pass on to the residents the issues raised by 
the village operators. 

It is important for the Commissioner for Consumer Protection to make enforceable undertakings and ensure that 
people like Eion Martin, who squirms, ducks, weaves and finds every legal loophole he can, are stopped. 
Sometimes I wonder about the laws in this country that allow people to do that. They ask for adjournments and 
drag on cases for years and years by making up excuses. Sometimes that is not warranted. I am not sure whether 



 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 16 February 2011] 477 

 

the judges really understand the true nature of the situation they are dealing with. In the case of the Karrinyup 
Lakes Lifestyle Village, albeit the judges understood the matters that were under consideration, I do not believe 
that they could really know what was going on unless they got out there and lived with those retirees for a couple 
of weeks. They do not really know how much the people are suffering and how much deferring a case by six 
months or a year impacts on an individual’s quality of life. 

It is very important for all members to read this document, to understand it and to raise any concerns or issues 
they have so that we can work together to make sure that when the legislation is introduced into the house, it is 
supported and can go through as quickly as possible. It is also important to ensure it has teeth. I do not want to 
see legislation come into this house that is unacceptable and does not give us the necessary mechanisms to deal 
with these issues. I hope that after the experiences and review of the Karrinyup Lakes Lifestyle Village, we have 
a very good understanding of the worst possible scenario that can exist. That is probably the worst retirement 
village in the whole of Australia. It is important to give this report the necessary time and commitment to make 
sure that we are protecting not only the current residents, but also the future residents. We must ensure that the 
appropriate legal processes are in place and the industry can grow with certainty so that people can decide to go 
into a retirement village knowing that they have protections and fully understand the issues. I just want to make 
sure that members really take that on board and take the time to read this. If members have any questions, they 
should come and see me; I am happy to share my knowledge and experience, and so is the minister for that 
matter. The minister is very open to that discussion. While the Premier is here, I implore him to give his full 
support to the minister to try to get this through as quickly as possible so that we can solve this problem. This is 
a real human tragedy. 

I will not say any more than that, but I will reinforce the fact that every fortnight, for a number of years now, the 
department has given its full support to the residents and that everything that can be done is being done. I 
commend the department for that, but I realise that more needs to be done. There are things being done behind 
the scenes. I do not know the full details, because there are legal processes that need to be gone through, but I 
know that things are happening. I have the utmost confidence in the minister and in his word that he will make 
this his number one priority. I take him at his word on that, and we will see whether he delivers. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Do you want to take my bet? I’ll bet you $100 in scratchies, and it can go to the people of 
the Karrinyup Lakes Lifestyle Village! 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: From my perspective, it should have been before then. 

Mr M.P. Whitely: Put your money where your mouth is! Come on! 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: The money is not a problem; I do not like to encourage gambling, for a start! The 
member probably supports the federal government introducing pokies into Western Australia! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: That is good; I am glad to hear that! 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Members! I just want to hear the member for Carine. Member 
for Carine, just remember: if you give it out, you will get it back, so just concentrate on what you are saying! 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I am just answering some intelligent questions that have been posed, Mr Acting Speaker. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I just want to hear what you have to say, not what they have to say. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Thank you very much. I will move on. 

Over the break, I visited most of the businesses and shops in my electorate and spoke to their proprietors about 
issues concerning their businesses, how they are operating and how tough times are. I can say that, on the whole, 
most of them did not have too many complaints. Some said that business was down 10 per cent to 15 per cent, 
for a range of reasons. One or two fish and chip shop operators said that electricity costs were making things 
hard for them. Obviously, businesses that have high electricity usage are feeling the pinch at the moment, but on 
the whole there was not too much negative feedback; they were generally supportive of the good work of the 
government. That was good feedback. I am also waiting for surveys to come in from all those businesses, and 
they have my contact details, so I will be interested to see what they come back with over the coming weeks. I 
think that is important. 

The commercial tenancy legislation will no doubt be introduced some time later this year, and the office of the 
small business commissioner will be established. Tthose things will be very useful for small businesses and I 
think they will effect a very positive change. 

Like all members, I have a lot of serious Homeswest issues in my electorate. Although there have been changes 
to the processes and systems for dealing with tenants who do not do the right thing, such as the three strikes 
policy, there are still problems with dealing with these issues. There are people in my electorate who have 
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complained about having been threatened, and they are now scared to complain. There are still serious problems, 
and I think we need to do more. I have spoken to the minister and his department about that to say that we need 
to make some changes. 

With regard to state issues, the waterfront development is absolutely stunning and amazing. It is not as futuristic 
as the last one I saw, which was a few years ago, but it is very practical in its design and appeal. It is great that, 
finally, after so many years, a real commitment has been made to progressing this project, and that funding has 
been allocated towards it. Some preliminary work has been done at the Swan River site, and I commend the 
Premier for making decisions and following them through, and making things happen that have been held back 
for so long. 

Likewise, the Perth City Link is well and truly overdue. Combined with the waterfront development, it will 
change the face of the City of Perth. The City of Perth can do a lot more with Northbridge; Northbridge has been 
let go, and the City of Perth needs to do more on that front. I know a number of business owners there, and I go 
to Northbridge occasionally for a coffee on a Friday or Saturday night. I have witnessed robberies going on 
around me, and, occasionally, some of the things you see are frightening. The police obviously try to do the best 
they can, but there are drug problems and other issues that make the situation complex to deal with; more needs 
to be done on that front.  

From an economic perspective, I am proud to say that the government has continued with its budget surplus. 
Sound economic management is important. Debt is good, as long as we are investing the debt wisely and getting 
a return back for the community and the state. The projects that the government has in train will really make a 
difference to the state—the hospitals, museums and theatres. The work that the Minister for Transport is doing 
with taxis is vitally important. People feel that it is difficult to get a taxi and they do not always feel safe. 
Sometimes I do not feel safe in some of the taxis I get in. It is probably worse in Sydney and Melbourne, but 
some good work is being done there and it is great that the minister has taken that on board. 

The Pilbara Cities project is a fantastic initiative and spending $1 billion on it over six years is a good decision. 
Building up the population in that region, and encouraging families to live and work up there will remove some 
of the pressure from Perth and will also allow Western Australia to expand and build those areas, where there is 
enormous potential in resources and other sectors. 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta) [7.57 pm]: We are extremely fortunate in Western Australia to have a state that 
offers so many wonderful opportunities to us: the resourcefulness, innovation and productivity of our people, and 
the wonderful mineral resources, oil and gas that we have, provide opportunities in Western Australia that are 
beyond those in most other places in the world. People expect that they will be able to gain some benefit from 
that, and many do. Many are in very well paid jobs and are able to enjoy the fruits of their labour due to our 
resources sector. However, there also many people who do not, and that is certainly the largest specific issue in 
my electorate. People are concerned about making ends meet and simply surviving with the increases in living 
costs. In an environment in which there is so much money flowing in, even a very average government can do a 
lot of good things. The concern that has been put to me by the people of the electorate of Balcatta is that we have 
a very uncaring government that is really not interested in the lives of ordinary people and the battles they have 
to feed their families, to make ends meet and to pay their bills. The government is not interested in making sure 
that the public interest is paramount in looking after the interests of the public generally. 

We have a situation in which we are likely to find that we have two different groups of people: those who benefit 
fairly directly from the wonderful resources we have and the boom that we are experiencing; and people whose 
incomes are fixed—pensioners and people on lower incomes—who are being hit with increased living costs and 
are finding it very difficult to manage, especially with kids going back to school over the past week. They have 
to meet all the extra bills to obtain the uniforms, books, school fees and other requirements.  

Many people in Balcatta are doing it tough. During a booming economy the government is putting greater 
burdens on people instead of lifting those burdens and helping them. The increase in living costs is driven by a 
range of things. The level of activity in the resources sector obviously creates a demand that fuels inflation, but 
also higher interest rates and housing costs mean that people buying houses are finding it tougher to meet 
mortgage repayments. Many of the people in my electorate who are on low incomes and who have to meet rent 
payments for the places they live in are doing it very, very tough. I find it impossible to know how I would 
survive on the low income of some people who are paying $300 a week rent to put a roof over their heads and 
those of their family. We know some people cannot meet rent payments and we see more people becoming 
homeless.  

The government can control, but has failed to, the huge increases in taxes and charges that it has levied on 
ordinary families: new taxes; the increase in the emergency services levy way beyond what is required; the 
increased tax on rubbish going to landfill, which comes straight back on to the taxes that people have to pay 
through local government; and the huge increases in water charges, electricity and gas. As mentioned by the 
Leader of the Opposition, many people in our electorates cannot turn on the air conditioning, and did not turn on 
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their gas heaters last winter, because they are fearful that they cannot afford to pay the bills. In a state that has so 
much wealth and is doing so well, many people are not getting the benefits of the boom; they are suffering. How 
could any government that cared for its ordinary people increase its electricity charges by 46 per cent in just two 
years? That is almost a 50 per cent increase in the cost of the basic necessity of electricity in just two years. How 
could the government build into the forward estimates another 22.3 per cent increase in electricity from July this 
year? The Premier is saying that the increase will not be that big, but that is what is written in the budget books. 
That is the money the government expects to get from the profits made by the three electricity utilities. The 
government is hiking up the costs of electricity so that these companies, which are owned by the government, 
can make a bigger profit and that profit can come back to the government.  

The government is ripping money out of the pockets of people who cannot afford it through electricity and water 
bills. Clearly, that is a hallmark of a government that does not care for ordinary people. The government is 
willing to hit ordinary people so it can have money to spend on other things that it sees as a higher priority. How 
does the government explain this? We see a government that is all about spin. For me, spin is really about being 
deceitful. The government is increasing the cost of water and electricity and then putting out false reasons about 
why it supposedly has to do it. The Barnett government has been responsible for the most savage increases in the 
costs of living that I have seen in my 22 years in this place. I have never before seen a government that directly 
impacts on the living standards of ordinary people by increasing the cost of electricity by 46 per cent and the cost 
of water in the order of 30 per cent in two years. The government has looked to tax ordinary people to meet its 
spending priorities. How does the government try to explain this? What is the spin or the basically untrue things 
the government says about why it is doing this? One of the government’s arguments is the global financial crisis. 
Yesterday, when the member for Vasse explained why the government could not do anything, he said, “Well, it 
is the global financial crisis.” If it is the global financial crisis, why did the government increase its expenditure 
in the general government sector by 26 per cent in its first two years? If there was a real concern about the global 
financial crisis impacting on the revenue of the state, why would the government go out and increase its 
expenditure by 26 per cent in two years? Clearly, the global financial crisis is a lame excuse. It did not affect the 
government’s spending spree; it was simply a matter of the government having different priorities that it wanted 
to spend its money on. Ordinary families are not a priority for this government. 

The second set of excuses that the government uses for these huge increases in electricity and water rates is to 
blame the previous Labor government. When we lost government—we have taken the message from the people; 
that was their vote—we had record surpluses year after year and record low net state debt. The government 
inherited a set of books that was unbelievably good. There is no way in which the government can blame the 
previous government for its decision to hit ordinary people to find the money to go on the spending splurge, 
which is its wont. Another part of the government’s excuse, its spin, is to say that the disaggregation of Western 
Power meant it must suddenly put up the price of electricity by this ridiculous amount. That is a nonsense 
argument because, if that really was the case, why will the government not reverse the disaggregation? That was 
the government’s policy at the election. The government will not do it because the disaggregation provides direct 
benefits to Western Australia and potentially lower electricity costs than if the government had not disaggregated 
Western Power. It opens up a marketplace in which private players come into the market and help create a 
market with the advantage of more benefits to the people of Western Australia. Therefore, the government will 
not undo it. Those are not the words the government is using or the story it is telling, but that is the truth. The 
disaggregation was clearly of benefit to Western Australia.  

Further, if the electricity prices had to be increased because of disaggregation, what about the huge increases in 
the cost of water? There is no disaggregation there. It is simply that this government wants to hit ordinary people 
for its uncontrolled spending splurge. The fact is that the cost of electricity was held down artificially because 
that was a requirement of the Liberal Party in opposition. The Liberal Party required no increase as a basis for 
agreeing to the disaggregation of Western Power. The Labor Party recognised that in government and we put 
$780 million into the budget so that there would be a direct subsidy to cushion the impact on ordinary families as 
those prices increased. But what did the Barnett government do when it came in? It had other priorities. This 
government wanted the $780 million to spend on its priorities, and it takes the money out of the pockets and 
purses of mums and dads so that it can splurge on its particular priorities and, as I said, increase expenditure by a 
record 26 per cent in its first two years. The savage increases in bills imposed on ordinary families by the Barnett 
government are a result of the government having different priorities. Ordinary people are a very low priority for 
this government.  

The 26 per cent increase in expenditure in the first two years is continuing to grow. In the 2010–11 Government 
Mid-year Financial Projections Statement released in December 2010, we find that the government expects that 
by June this year—being its first three years—its expenditure will have increased by 34.3 per cent. In just 
three years the government will increase its general government expenditure by more than one-third. The spin 
that the Premier puts on that is that the government has slowed expenditure growth; he said that yesterday in his 
statement. The Premier talked about fiscal discipline. This is spin at the absolute level, because what the Premier 
is saying is totally contrary to the facts. We have seen a level of expenditure that is way beyond anything in my 
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experience and a huge growth in what the government spends money on, yet the Premier talks about fiscal 
discipline and slowing expenditure growth. I would like to talk about a table on page 14 of the 2010–11 
Government Mid-year Financial Projections Statement.  

I seek leave to have figure 3 incorporated into Hansard because I wish to talk about the figures.  

Leave granted.  

The following material was incorporated — 

 

 

 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: If we look at that those figures—I will also be drawing on some figures from an earlier 
page of the 2010–11 Government Mid-year Financial Projections Statement—we find that the government is 
anticipating expenditure growth of 6.6 per cent. At the time of the budget, it said it would be 3.9 per cent only. 
Whether we end up with expenditure over three years of 34.3 per cent or something considerably more is going 
to depend on whether the government’s figures are accurate.  

This government is about spin—not the facts and not truth—and I will use the example of the electricity charge 
increases. Electricity charges have increased by 46 per cent in two years, and built into this year, up to July 2011, 
is another increase of 22.3 per cent. By including that prospective increase of 22.3 per cent in the figures, 
considerably more revenue will come back to the government in the out years, but the Premier has repeatedly 
said that electricity prices will not go up by that amount. He cannot have it both ways. If electricity prices are not 
going to be put up by that amount, less revenue will be returned from the utilities next year and the year after 
because the prices have not been hiked as much. That will create a further financial problem in the next few 
years. The alternative is to increase electricity charges by 22.3 per cent, hitting ordinary mums and dads even 
more, to generate the revenue to pay for the high level of expenditure that this government seems to want to live 
on. It cannot have it both ways. The government can have no increase in electricity charges, which is what Labor 
thinks should happen; a very small increase, meaning less revenue will be obtained; or it can increase charges by 
22.3 per cent, as projected by the government, to get the promised revenue to try to balance its books.  

Expenditure is not under control, and the set of books the government presents are simply not honest or factual. 
If we look at the graph I have just asked to be incorporated into Hansard, we will see that in the past two years 
the growth in general government expenses is way above anything in the preceding years. It is way above what 
expenditure growth has been. I know the Premier has said on occasions in this place that there was high 
expenditure growth under Labor; however, the government’s own figures on page 14 show that in the past 
two years, its expenditure growth is clearly above anything in the preceding Labor years. This government has 
been absolutely rolling money out the door on its priorities, and the Barnett government’s priority is not ordinary 
families, not mums and dads and not pensioners. It has hit them to make the money to spend on its priorities.  

The second point I make about that graph is that the government is showing for this year, and in the out years, an 
average expenditure growth of five per cent. That is just spin, and it is absolutely untrue. If the Premier is not 
going to increase electricity charges by 22.3 per cent and if he is going to spend money on other things, there 
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will be a much higher growth in the out years. That has been done to try to create the impression that the 
government is controlling expenditure, but we have seen in the past two years, and we are seeing in this year, 
that it is not controlling expenditure. 

Let us come to some of the actual figures; let us look at the Barnett government’s track record over the past 
two years. In 2009–10, it predicted that budget expenditure growth would be 6.6 per cent; in the midyear review 
it was recalculated as nine per cent, and ended up being over 10 per cent. Between the budget and midyear 
review, it went from 6.6 per cent growth to nine per cent growth; that is, it went up 36 per cent. We are now in 
the financial year 2010–11. The budget stated that expenditure growth would be 3.9 per cent, which was an 
absolutely concocted figure with no substance at all. It was a nonsense, because this government cannot control 
expenditure. When we came to the time of the midyear review, the expenditure growth was calculated to be 
6.6 per cent for the current year. Between the budget and now, it grew by nearly 70 per cent.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Where is the evidence that this government has control of expenditure? It clearly does not. 
We have uncontrolled expenditure, which means the government is hitting ordinary families and pensioners with 
increased taxes and charges to help cover it, and we have seen debt balloon from $3.6 billion in the final year 
under Labor to a predicted $14 billion by the end of this year. I repeat: in just three years, Western Australia has 
gone from $3.6 billion net debt to $14 billion net debt, and climbing.  

My real fear about that is that this government actually has a plan to deal with its debts, but it will not state what 
it is. When it makes public comment, it states that there is no plan at all, but I think it does have a plan. Its plan is 
privatisation. It is going to let debts get out of control, and it will say that it has to sell off assets that belong to 
the people to pay for its profligate spending, because the debt is out of control. That, I suspect, is what it is really 
about: letting debt grow wild so that it can use that as another excuse for its privatisation agenda.  

Can members remember what happened last time? When this Premier was Minister for Resources, he sold off 
the Dampier to Bunbury gas pipeline for, I think, $2.8 billion—a huge amount of money—and what did we 
have? We had a bankrupt operator that could not expand the pipeline, and the south west was stymied in 
producing the energy necessary for our economic growth. The last Liberal government put the brakes on 
economic development in this state because it was interested only in putting money in the coffers. It wanted to 
make the books look good for itself, and it used privatisation to do it. 

I now turn to the goods and services tax and the dud deal that Western Australia gets, and how we totally support 
this government in trying to get a better deal for WA. WA is losing out because of the way the GST pool is 
allocated to the states and territories. The midyear review figures indicate that in 2010–11 Western Australia will 
receive seven per cent of the GST pool. We comprise over 10 per cent of the population and we produce well 
over 10 per cent of Australia’s wealth, yet we get seven per cent of the GST pool. It is projected that in 2011–12 
we will get only 6.8 per cent of that pool, and in 2013–14 we will receive under five per cent of the GST pool. 
That is totally unfair to Western Australia. But, again, the Premier cannot just stick up for Western Australia; he 
has to put this dishonest spin on things. He has to talk about the federal Labor government fixing it. What he 
does not tell the people is that when the GST was brought in, Labor opposed it; it opposed it nationally and in 
this state. I was in this chamber during the debates when we put up motion after motion opposing the 
introduction of the GST, and the Court government—during which time the now Premier was the Deputy Leader 
of the Liberal Party—actually voted against those motions and voted in support of the GST. In making my 
contribution to that debate, I said that one of the reasons we did not want the GST was that it passed to Canberra 
and the other states control over our finances, and that we would get dudded. But this Premier supported it, and 
he supported Richard Court doing the deal with John Howard to put in the GST that dudded WA. We said that 
back then. Unfortunately, now, we have to get agreement from not only the commonwealth but also the other 
states to reorganise the structure to get a better share for WA. The chances of doing that are very slim.  

But that does not mean we should not fight for it; in fact, the now Leader of the Opposition, Hon Eric Ripper, 
when he was Treasurer, was fighting the then Howard government to get a better deal for WA. Where was the 
now Premier, Colin Barnett, back then? Was he lending his support to Labor against the Howard government? 
No; he had gone quiet. But now that he is Premier, he realises just how bad a deal it was; it was a deal which he 
helped put together and which sold WA down the drain. To me, that spin is less than honest. It is not actually 
presenting to people what the real picture is of how the GST is disadvantageous to WA; and it was the Liberal 
governments in WA and Canberra that stitched us up and stitched us up properly. We have to do all we can to 
get a better share of that GST for WA. 

Another example, which I will go to very briefly, of how this government is being less than honest and open 
with the people of Western Australia, is a freedom of information application that I made to get a copy of the 
report of the independent review of options to reduce salinity in the upper Collie River basin. That review was an 
election promise made by this government. The government said that that review would cost $250 000—or at 
least that was the amount of money that it allocated to that review. Just a few years before that review was done, 
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when I was the Minister for Water, I had had a review done by Ross Kelly, and that review was made public. I 
was, therefore, very keen to get a copy of that independent review. However, because the government has not 
released that report, I had to put in an FOI request for that report. I have found that a very good example of how 
this government tries to hide information, does not want to tell the truth and does not want to reveal what is 
going on.  

I made my FOI application at the start of July 2010. I was able to get out of the Department of Water, in dribs 
and drabs, various documents about how it had contracted out the work, and about the process for that 
contracting out. Part of the application was referred to the then Minister for Water, because clearly he had some 
of those documents. Therefore, although I did get some of the documents, they were incomplete. Also, the 
department did not provide me with a schedule of the documents. I was given multiple copies of the same 
documents, and, when I read those documents, I found that other documents were alluded to, but the department 
did not claim an exemption for those documents, did not tell me they existed, and did not provide them to me. 
Therefore, I did not know whether the department was just incompetent, or whether it was trying to hide some 
little mess that was going on in there—and I still do not know. I would have thought that a government 
department that followed the FOI requirements in a full and proper way would either make the documents 
available to me, or claim an exemption. But that is not what the department did. The referral to the office of the 
Minister for Water was made on 5 August 2010. From that time, until now, I have not received any documents, 
and neither has there been any claim for an exemption for any documents. I have no idea what is happening in 
the office of the Minister for Water with this report. The government paid over $250 000 for this review report, 
but the report has just disappeared. This is hardly a government that is being open and honest in dealing with 
FOI applications.  

The contract with the company that did this work was also quite mysterious. In the papers that I was able to get 
through my FOI request, there was an evaluation report. That report indicated that six companies had put in an 
expression of interest to do the work. However, the company that won the contract—a very reputable 
company—was not the lowest bidder. Therefore, why did that company get the work? The evaluation document 
says that the reason the company won the contract is that it “demonstrated a good understanding of the political 
and industry drivers”. In other words, the company that won the contract was not the lowest bidder, but it 
understood the politics. 

One of the emails that I was able to get through my FOI application is very interesting. It said that the 
department requires a “sanitised version” of the report for public release. The documents that I received from the 
Department of Water did not provide me with the report. The department also made no claim for an exemption 
for the report. There was, however, a letter of transmittal. Therefore, the department does have the report, but it 
will not disclose it. This is hardly an honest application of the FOI legislation. The department either does have 
the report, but it does not want to disclose it, and it does not want to claim an exemption, or it does not have the 
report. If the department does not have the report, there should be some document to say what has happened to 
that report. Has the cleaning lady put it through the shredder, because the department does not want this report, 
which cost $250 000, to see the light of day?  

In the documents that I did receive, there was a summary report. This was the “sanitised version” of the report. 
Does the government expect that it will be able to hoodwink me into accepting the sanitised report as the report 
for which it has paid that $250 000? I hope the department is not so devious as to think that it can trick me and 
pretend to pass off to me a report that is not the actual report. Today I actually received back an answer to a 
parliamentary question that indicates that the government paid nearly $20 000 for that sanitised report. The 
company was paid $250 000 to do the inquiry and write a report, and it did that within a few months, and it then 
charged the government another nearly $20 000 to write a sanitised report, which is the only report that has been 
released. 

Another problem with the information from the Department of Water is that it released a copy of the proposal by 
the successful company. However, as indicated in the assessment report, six companies made a proposal. What 
has happened to the other five proposals? Have they also gone through the shredder? Have they been hidden in a 
drawer somewhere so that people can say that they do not need to show those to anyone? This is an absolute 
joke. The government cannot say it is being honest and open when six companies tendered for this work, my FOI 
application released only one of those applications, and the other five are not even mentioned. We know from 
the evaluation report that the company that won the tender was not the lowest bidder. But those other documents 
are not there. That is clearly not honest and open government. 

I then appealed to the Freedom of Information Commissioner and made a complaint. The letter that I got back 
from the commissioner basically said, well, tough bikkies. It said that 89 complaints are currently before the FOI 
commissioner; 41 of those matters have been assigned to complaints officers, and my complaint is one of the 48 
that have yet to be assigned. It said also that, on average, it will be some eight months before the complaints 
officers will get around to those matters.  
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This is a government that does not want people to know what it is doing. But people do know what it is doing. 
This government is hitting people to meet its expenditure, which is out of control. The people of this state are 
paying the price for this government’s expenditure. They are suffering because this government is incompetent 
in managing its budget. This government is flush with money, but its expenditure is so great that it is shovelling 
money out the door. We heard today that the government will be going ahead with the foreshore development. 
That is not in the budget; therefore, the government’s expenditure will go up even higher. We hear time after 
time about how this government is spending money, often on good things. But that is building on an expenditure 
that is already out of control. The Premier talks about fiscal rectitude and getting expenditure under control. It is 
all spin. The substance of this government is very, very different. Unfortunately, the people of Western Australia 
are paying the price for a government that cannot control its expenditure. 

MR M.W. SUTHERLAND (Mount Lawley — Deputy Speaker) [8.27 pm]: I want to touch on the current 
status of the Graffiti Taskforce, which is continuing in its efforts to reduce the incidence of graffiti throughout 
this state. It is pleasing to note that the Graffiti Taskforce is now chaired by the Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
Paul Zanetti. There are a number of senior police officers on the task force, including Assistant Commissioner 
Steven Brown.  

Towards the end of last year, the Public Transport Authority put a number of “cleanskin” buses into service, with 
closed-circuit television cameras, and with police backup. That was known as Operation Cleanskin. Within a 
short period of time, some 17 culprits had been caught for vandalising public transport, either buses or trains. 
Thanks must go to The West Australian for publishing the photos of these miscreants on its front page, which 
caused many of them to be identified easily by family, friends and acquaintances. Some even turned themselves 
in. A few weeks ago, after Operation Cleanskin, Operation Eraser was commenced by the Public Transport 
Authority, and a further sting operation has been carried out. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Do you know what the biggest eyesore is at the moment, member for Mount Lawley? It is 
your sign everywhere! 

Mr M.W. SUTHERLAND: Okay, member for Girrawheen. Thank you very much. I hope you do not put it in 
the boot of your car!  

The West Australian did the public a favour by publishing the photos of these graffiti vandals on its front page. 
Again, 19 people were caught by CCTV.  

Government utilities such as the Water Corporation and the Public Transport Authority are heartened by the 
commitment now given by the police to put resources into the fight against this social cancer. We all know that 
graffiti is estimated to cost approximately $25 million in direct costs to local councils and utilities. The indirect 
costs to councils are many millions more. We all know that staff are tied up with meetings, initiatives, strategies 
et cetera, so the cost to the taxpayer is very great indeed. Of course this money is dead money. The public is sick 
and tired of this low-level antisocial behaviour, which gives an impression that the crime rate is higher than it is 
and causes a sense of insecurity in the community. Studies have also shown that tagging often leads to vandals 
carrying out more serious offences. They slink around in the middle of the night or early hours of the morning 
when nobody is out. Tagging can lead to burglary and other antisocial activities.  

The police, as well as local governments and the utilities, would like to see stiffer penalties imposed. In The West 
Australian of 12 February, Detective Senior Sergeant Royce said it was time to test tougher penalties. The 
government has increased penalties to two years’ jail or a fine of $24 000. The disappointment is that the courts 
continue to give graffiti vandals a slap on the wrist. In December 2010, Brandon Lee Edgill, whose photo 
appeared in The West Australian in December, appeared before Chief Stipendiary Magistrate Steven Heath, who 
handed down a $1 000 fine and a spent conviction. Perhaps the magistrate should get onto public transport and 
see first hand the damage that is caused to the windows, seats et cetera of public transport by these vandals. The 
damage to buses and trains is now estimated to be about $2.8 million per year. In the case of buses, the scoring 
of windows is so bad that the PTA is installing wire mesh on the inside of the windows of buses. This is a poor 
state of affairs. The spent conviction was given to the vandal after he told the magistrate that he wanted to seek 
some work on the mines and that the conviction would prevent him from doing so. It is interesting that 
immediately after he left the court, he showed no remorse, showed the finger and said that he liked doing graffiti 
and that nobody would stop him doing graffiti. A very poor message was sent to the community by the 
magistrate. In fact, the magistrate let the community down. It makes it very difficult for us as members of 
Parliament to tell our constituents that things are getting better with graffiti when we see something like this 
happen. All they say is that we must be joking.  

The police commissioner has supported tougher penalties for graffiti vandalism. He wrote an article in The West 
Australian shortly before the person that I mentioned earlier appeared before court. In that article he again called 
for stiffer penalties. The police commissioner has also supported parents paying for the damage caused by their 
children. This is catered for in section 58 of the Young Offenders Act but I do not believe that it is used 
extensively enough. It is interesting that if a person’s dog attacks someone in the street and causes damage, that 
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person is liable for the damage caused by the dog, but if that person’s child goes out and causes damage, that 
person can walk away scot-free and take no responsibility.  

The state government has extended the juvenile clean-up project. A total of 430 sites were cleaned up last year. 
Local governments and public utilities have been invited to join in the initiative. The graffiti vandals are ordered 
to do the clean-up by juvenile justice panels. I have advocated that juvenile cautioning should not be used in 
cases of property damage and that the perpetrators should go before a juvenile justice panel to at least face up to 
what they have done.  

In short, things are not easy. The rate of graffiti continues. But with the resources that are being put in by the 
police department and the various utilities and local governments, hopefully there will be an improvement to the 
situation. As I said, it is now up to the courts to set an example, as the magistrate did in New South Wales when 
a graffiti vandal who was working over the trains was caught and the magistrate imposed a one-year jail 
sentence. As we all know, it is very, very difficult to catch these graffiti vandals. Invariably, when they are 
caught, they have committed a string of these offences.  

Many members of Parliament come up to me from time to time and ask me what is happening on the graffiti 
front. We should all be aware that every police district has two dedicated graffiti officers. Those officers are 
there to specifically deal with the graffiti problems that local governments and the utilities are suffering from. If 
members are worried about who to go to, I suggest that they get hold of their local district office and find out 
who the officers are and set up a meeting between them and the local governments in order to try to move the 
matter forward.  

Another matter that I would like to raise is the important matter of the road realignment of East Parade and 
Guildford Road. As we all know, these are very busy arterial roads. Guildford Road has almost become a 
highway. The time has come to do the roadworks that have been planned for many years to widen East Parade 
and Guildford Road to create turning lanes and make the traffic flow in a much more ordered and safe manner. 
Once the roads are realigned, there is a good piece of land that can be redeveloped for housing. It is right next 
door to the two railway stations of Mt Lawley and East Perth. Hopefully, once the roadworks get underway and 
finished, some decent housing can be built very close to the city.  

The large developments in the city that we have heard about in the past few months—the sinking of the railway 
and the foreshore redevelopment—will be a great asset to the residents of areas such as Mt Lawley, Yokine, 
Dianella, Menora and Coolbinia. We look forward to seeing those projects get off the ground. They will be a 
definite winner for jobs and entertainment for those people who live in my area.  

The schools in my area are also travelling very well. I was pleased to note that the department will be able to 
upgrade the administration block at Sutherland Dianella Primary School by knocking down the old 
administration block and building a new administration block and staff toilets using excess moneys that are 
available from the building project at Sutherland Dianella. A lot of the schools that were built in the 1960s are of 
a very poor standard and a lot of them need to be demolished and rebuilt. Unfortunately, many schools have been 
neglected by successive governments over the years. I am now pleased to say that this matter has been rectified.  

Mount Lawley Senior High School is also travelling very well. I hope the member for Nollamara agrees with 
me. Too many students are applying to go to the school because of the specialist programs and the opportunity 
for students to be integrated into Edith Cowan University, language courses and the Western Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts. The school is now in need of further accommodation to accommodate those 
students. It is gratifying to know that Mount Lawley Senior High School is doing such a good job in the local 
area.  

In closing, we look forward to these major developments that will come on-stream that will make life all that 
more pleasant for residents of the metropolitan area.  

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn) [8.39 pm]: I thank the member for Mount Lawley for being quick on his feet. 
He caught me on the hop. I was expecting him to go a bit longer. I will take my 20 allotted minutes and do my 
best to make sure I stay within them. It is a pity that the new Minister for Environment and Water has left the 
chamber because a number of the issues I wish to raise relate to his portfolio.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: He’s scared of you already. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I think he is out having a cup of coffee.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: A cup of tea, a Bex and a lie down! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: And a lie down! 

I want to talk about two issues tonight: first, a local issue that goes to the new minister’s portfolio, and that it is 
an issue that I will continue to hammer until it is fixed; and, second, a water issue that is obviously in his remit as 
a minister. I highlight that these are the outstanding issues that the state government has to deal with and that the 
minister has to deal with during what is left of his term of office.  
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I will deal first with the local issue, Cockburn Cement, and I will be brief. Members will probably remember that 
last year I made a grievance to the Premier on the issue of dust and odour emitted by Cockburn Cement from the 
lime plant belonging to CCL Pty Ltd in Russell Road, Munster, in my electorate. I remind members that that 
plant is the biggest lime kiln on the planet. There is no bigger lime plant anywhere in the whole world. It is a 
massive operation. Its output is primarily for the alumina and gold industries’ processing of minerals. The two 
major kiln stacks are kiln 6 and kiln 5, and kiln 6 can nearly be seen from here. In any of the buildings on the 
Terrace and certainly from the twenty-sixth floor—or is it the twentieth floor now?—where the cabinet room — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: The twenty-fifth floor. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I could not remember whether it was the twenty-fifth or the twenty-sixth floor. It seems a 
long time ago, minister. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: How quickly we forget. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I wondered why I was always late for cabinet; I got off at the wrong floor! 

Mr D.A. Templeman: We thought you were the window cleaner. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: That is right; we were in cabinet one day when one of those machines came past doing the 
window cleaning. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: The minister was in it! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I thought I recognised him—mop in hand! 

However, Cockburn Cement can be seen from the twenty-fifth floor; it is the big box on the horizon emitting 
smoke. When the Premier very generously gave up his time to speak to the residents out there, he clearly 
indicated that if the evidence from the Department of Health showed that it was Cockburn Cement dust that was 
causing an issue, we needed to act. The work that the Cockburn council has done with the Department of Health 
to collect samples that have been analysed by the Chemistry Centre clearly shows that it is not shell grit, as 
Cockburn Cement argues, but lime oxide; that is, particle residue of lime oxide, or burnt lime. It is not 
quicklime. If it were quicklime, it would go straight through and tear up the skin and the organs of those 
exposed, not just burn them. It is burnt lime—lime oxide—which can in itself still burn if it is inhaled or gets 
into people’s eyes. It will do damage to the soft tissue parts of the body. We have scientifically proven, through 
the various collection points around the Munster plant, that it is Cockburn Cement dust. The response from the 
health department is that it is Cockburn Cement dust, that it can cause problems, that it is a nuisance, and that 
residents should stay indoors. Stay indoors! Go into any of the homes down there and wipe the dust off the tables 
indoors. It is fine dust that comes through every crack in the house. It is sucked in by the air-conditioning 
system. It is everywhere. It is pervasive. In response to the evidence presented, Cockburn Cement says, “It 
cannot be us! It must be somebody else.” The biggest lime kiln on the planet is right in front of us, the sample 
collections contain lime oxide, and Cockburn Cement says, “No, it’s not us; it must be coming from another 
source.” The company is in absolute denial mode. It has agreed to build a baghouse filter—which is what we 
have called on it to do for years and years; as Alcoa did at Wagerup—for kiln 6, but when we asked it to put a 
baghouse filter on kiln 5, which will fix the problem, the company not only absolutely refused to do so, but got 
really angry about it. The people there really lost their temper. “Don’t you tell us what to do. We’re not spending 
that money on that. Why should you force us into doing it?” Well, we are going to force them to do it. We are 
going to continue the action against Cockburn Cement because it has 45 years’ worth of shell sand from the 
Cockburn Sound area to operate with. The company will be there for a long time and the demand for its lime will 
be there for a long time. As a good corporate citizen working right next to an urban environment, the company 
should clean up its act. It can afford to clean up its act. It is on track this year to make another $160 million or 
$170 million absolute profit, as it did last year. The company can afford to fix this. We are going to keep going 
until it fixes it, and I hope the Premier comes on side and uses his weight and his influence, as Premier, to get the 
new Minister for Environment to direct the company to fix it. He has the power to do so. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: I accept what you say about that.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Thank you, Premier. 

That is the local issue. I will now run through a few things that I think are the major statewide issues the new 
minister has to tackle—issues that in my view were left abandoned by the previous water minister. Of course, 
there is the issue of declining water supply and availability. Although there has been a recent announcement on a 
new water source, we are yet to see a formal announcement, but I will come back to that later. The main issue is 
the source of the Perth water supply—the Gnangara mound. The Gnangara sustainability plan is still not 
complete some three years after it was started and a year and half after the draft report came out. The majority of 
water plans in this state remain incomplete, so there are no directions or guidelines on how to manage water use 
and water drawdown in particular districts.  

I give members an example—namely, the Karara Mining Ltd request to take 5.3 gigalitres of water from the 
Parmelia aquifer. The residents in Mingenew are absolutely up in arms about this—and for good reason. They 
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believe their water source will be completely sucked dry by the Karara mine. The real problem is that we do not 
know the scale of the Parmelia aquifer. We do not know the sustainable drawdown of the Parmelia aquifer, and 
we do not know how to share it out between Karara and the farmers and residents of the Mingenew and 
surrounding districts because no water management plan has been completed in that area. The water 
management plans were part of a Council of Australian Governments commitment to water reform across 
Australia in an agreement signed off by WA in 2006, and it is something that we as a state are still committed to. 
There may have been a change of government from Labor to Liberal–National, but the Liberal–National 
government is still bound to conform with that national COAG agreement. The reality is, despite the reports that 
the Department of Water continues to feed back to the national process, very little is being done to comply with 
that COAG reform agreement, because things have slowed down and because the water management plans have 
not been completed. Of course, that leads to uproar at local levels when people are seeking access to water 
supplies.  

Water management plans have been done in the south west—for example, in the Pemberton region—but it has 
been a top-down approach by the Department of Water, which is really forcing change on local people. Growers 
in the Pemberton area, which is in the seat of Warren–Blackwood, certainly do not have a great deal of 
confidence in or nice things to say about the Minister for Agriculture and Food—in fact, they would like to hang 
him if he comes back down there—because they do not believe he is representing them. They have major issues 
with the Department of Water. They think they are getting absolutely shafted by DOW in its water management 
plans—that is, when they are put in place. They believe that their local member is not representing them or 
standing up for them, even though they are agriculturalists and he is the Minister for Agriculture and Food. 
When the government does take action by putting in place those water management plans, it still stuffs things up. 
Things get stuffed up when the government does not do anything Karara is an example in which nothing has 
been done; and, when the government does do something, it is done in such a ham-fisted way that it drives all its 
voters up the wall because it has not been done properly in a consultative process. These are some of the issues 
that the new Minister for Water will have to deal with. They are tricky issues and he will have to manage them. 

Another issue that he will have to manage is water pricing. Earlier we heard the member for Nollamara castigate 
the government about its approach to utility pricing. Members will remember the time when I tried to get a 
commonsense response from the previous water minister both in the house and in estimates about the real cost of 
water and the end point of price increases. The then minister stood in this place and said that people are not 
paying the real cost of water and it is appropriate and right, for the conservation of water and the appropriate 
distribution of water, that people pay the real cost of water. He told the general public and this house that. I 
asked him to tell us how much the real cost of water is per kilolitre and what is the end point he was trying to 
achieve. He never gave an appropriate answer in this house. He had a guess at it, but it was a thought bubble, 
which did not coincide with the analysis done by the Economic Regulation Authority. It was nowhere near what 
the ERA proposed as the real cost of water. It was a stab in the dark by the previous water minister. If the ERA is 
right, and the new water minister takes up its recommendations, it will mean further significant increases in the 
cost of water for the people of Western Australia. That is what the real cost of water will be. It will cause another 
big hole in the pockets of ordinary families in Western Australia if the new water minister takes up the 
recommendations of the Economic Regulation Authority. These are some of the issues that I will raise with the 
minister during the year to see whether we can get clear communication on and evidence about the price of 
utility services, particularly water, that families will face in the future. 

Some other issues are outstanding, including flood management and water supply in Carnarvon, and, again, the 
water minister will have to deal with them. Those issues still have not been resolved, particularly the flood 
management issue. As we have seen from the devastation in Carnarvon, significant expenditure is needed in that 
area. I am doubtful that that will be forthcoming from the current minister. Although the plans are in place for 
the expanded water supply and some work has been done, it still has not been completed. The cost of that new 
water supply has not been finalised, and neither has the control and distribution of that water. That is an 
outstanding issue. It is still a bitter issue for growers in Carnarvon that the minister will have to resolve. 

I want to highlight another matter on which the government does take action. The government points out that 
people might say that all these things need to be done, but then it asks, “What about the things we have done? 
What about the money we have expended?” The water minister congratulated himself the other day for the 
$370 million desalination plant for Karratha. If that is the choice that the government has made, that is fine. 
There is no problem. If the government wants to supply water to the West Pilbara by way of a desalination plant, 
so be it. I think it is fine that the government has made a decision to resolve the water crisis, because there is a 
water crisis there. I am very pleased that the government has made a decision to resolve that crisis for the people 
of the West Pilbara and that there will be a continuous water supply in the West Pilbara, regardless of the 
weather. But the problem is: at what cost? The member for North West jumps up and down about me criticising 
the government. I am not criticising the decision to fix the problem; what I am asking is: why this particular 
option? It is a very expensive option. In fact, it will be the most expensive water in Australia—$370 million in 
construction costs, plus $15 million in operating costs, for a plant that will produce six gigalitres of water per 
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annum. That is very expensive. The second desalination plant, the southern seawater desalination plant in 
Binningup, produces nearly 50 gigalitres of water, not six, for $1 billion. 

Mr V.A. Catania: I agree with what you’re saying to a point. The reason it has cost so much and the reason that 
this government was put in a position in which it had no choice is the inaction, unfortunately, of dealing with the 
water problem in Karratha; and I was part of that previous government. It should have been dealt with five years 
ago. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I do not necessarily share that view. This issue has come on relatively quickly over the past 
two to three years because of declining rainfall. Other options were available; it is not just the Rio Tinto option. 
It is a very expensive decision that has to be justified. Fine; the government is going to fix the problem up there, 
but the cost needs to be justified to all taxpayers in Western Australia, because, ultimately, the cost of that will 
flow to our water bills. It needs to be justified, and I will continue to go after the water minister until he justifies 
it. It is my job, as the shadow Minister for Water and as an opposition member, to do that. 

Another example is the southern seawater desalination plant. It appears that the government is going to make a 
decision to double the size of the plant. It appears to be cheap at just over $300 million, but when the cost of the 
pipeline is added in, it takes it up to another $1 billion. We could build an entire new desalination plant for 
$1 billion. That decision has not been formalised yet. There is no clarity about the expenditure on the expansion; 
maybe we will get that clarity in the budget. I will make sure that the water minister clarifies it for the people of 
Western Australia. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House). 

House adjourned at 8.59 pm 

__________ 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 

MARBLE BAR AND NULLAGINE — POWER CHARGES 

4237. Mr T.G. Stephens to the minister representing the Minister for Energy 

(1) Will the Premier advise how the State Government justifies the dramatic increase in power charges that 
have been billed to the residents of Marble Bar and Nullagine, when the towns are now serviced by an 
energy efficient solar-diesel hybrid power supply that has reduced the cost of power production in these 
towns? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

(1) Customers in Marble Bar and Nullagine, like residential customers across the State, receive the power 
at the uniform tariff rate, which is based on the cost reflective price of electricity in the South West 
Interconnected System.  

While the Member is right in stating the new power stations at Marble Bar and Nullagine are more fuel 
efficient than their predecessors, the cost of generation in these two towns is still far more expensive 
than the cost of generation in the SWIS.  

The uniform tariff protects regional and rural energy consumers from facing the true cost of energy 
consumption in regional and rural areas which in some towns, may be as much as 10-15 times more 
expensive than the average cost of providing energy in densely populated areas like metropolitan Perth. 

BALGO COMMUNITY — ATTEMPTED SUICIDES 

4241. Mr T.G. Stephens to the minister representing the Minister for Mental Health 

(1) Is the Minister aware of recent media reports that there have been 12 attempted suicides amongst the 
youth in the remote community of Balgo in the South East Kimberley? 

(2) Will the Minister take action to put in place funds for a second youth worker to assist with this critical 
situation amongst these young people; and 

(a) if not, why not; and 

(3) Will the Minister take action to put in place funds to assist with the replacement of a Youth Centre, 
which burnt down last year as a result of the activities of youngsters sniffing petrol at the community; 
and 

(a) if not, why not? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)-(3) I have been advised by the Western Australian Country Health Service that since early August 2010 
there have been ten confirmed suicide attempts in the Balgo Community by young people between the 
ages of 12 and 22 yrs.  Of these, six were evacuated from the community for medical 
investigation/treatment.  There have been no reported completed suicides in Balgo since late June 2009. 

A further three self harm incidents have been brought to the attention of the Kimberley Mental Health 
and Drug Service (KMHDS) since November 2011.  

The KMHDS continue an enhanced visiting schedule to Balgo, this includes:  

• One adult and one child and adolescent mental health professional visit every six weeks for four 
days; 

• One Consultant Psychiatrist visit for five days every 3 months; 

• A Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service Psychiatrist for four days twice annually; 

• A five day community development visit every three months; 

• A drug and alcohol counsellor three days every six weeks.  

The Wirrimanu Aboriginal Corporation holds two youth worker positions one of which is currently 
vacant.  It is understood the funds for the second position are in place.  

The Western Australian Statewide Suicide Prevention Strategy 2009-2013 (the Strategy) is a 
community-led strategy aimed at building resilience in communities at risk.  The Strategy operates 
through the Ministerial Council for Suicide Prevention's "One Life" brand.  Current firm negotiations 
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are underway with the Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services Council to establish a number of new 
Coordinator positions across the Kimberleyto develop local community actions plans for suicide 
prevention.  Communities such as Balgo will be able to access funding and support under this Strategy. 

I understand that the Wirrmanu Aboriginal Corporation is in discussion with the Australian Government 
Attorney-General's Department regarding the possible construction of a new youth facility in Balgo.  

FREMANTLE PORT — LEAD CARBONATE EXPORT 

4248. Ms A.S. Carles to the Minister for Environment 

In relation to the Environmental Conditions (Ministerial) (Statement 783), imposed on Magellan Metals for their 
proposal to export lead carbonate from the Fremantle Port, I ask: 

(a) is the Minister confident that all of the Ministerial Conditions imposed on Magellan Metals, as a 
requirement of their lead carbonate export, have been met to date; and 

(i) if no, please provide details as to those conditions that have not been met; and 

(ii) if Ministerial Conditions have not been met what penalties will be imposed upon Magellan 
Metals and in what time frame will they be imposed? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

(a) (i)-(ii) On 31 December 2010 and 3 January 2011 Stop Orders were served on Magellan Metals due 
to a breach of its obligations under its Health, Hygiene and Environmental Monitoring Plan. 
The OEPA has commenced a thorough investigation into Magellan Metals' compliance with 
the implementation conditions of Ministerial Statement 783. 

The investigation includes, but is not limited to, issues surrounding air quality monitoring in 
sea containers.  The investigation will determine whether any non-compliances with 
implementation conditions have occurred and inform what action will be taken. 

In the event of any successful prosecution for a breach of implementation conditions, 
Section 47(1) of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 will apply.  Section 47(1) provides for 
an offence where a proposal is not carried out in accordance with the conditions and 
procedures set out in the relevant Statement.  The offence carries a maximum penalty for body 
corporate of up to $250 000 with a maximum daily penalty of up to $50 000. 

Prior to 31 December 2010, the Office of the EPA (OEPA) has advised that one notice of non-
compliance has been issued to Magellan Metals in relation to Ministerial Statement 783. I am 
advised that on 17 October 2010 Magellan Metals notified the OEPA that on 16 October 2010 
a technical non-compliance occurred with Condition 6-3 of Statement 783 requiring Magellan 
Metals to implement the Health, Hygiene and Environmental Management Plan.  Specifically, 
a semi trailer loaded with three washed sea containers containing sealed bags of lead carbonate 
left the mine site prior to undergoing a final inspection by the independent inspector as 
required in the management plan.  The OEPA issued a notice of non-compliance to Magellan 
Metals on 20 October 2010 and the company implemented management actions to prevent 
recurrence of that non-compliance. 

MERREDIN — DISUSED AMPOL SITE 

4261. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Environment 

In reference to the disused Ampol site in Todd Street in Merredin, I ask:  

(a) has the Department of Environment issued a clean-up notice for the owner to clean this site;  

(b) if no to (a), why not; 

(c) if yes to (a), when was the notice issued and has it been complied with; 

(d) if the site has not been cleaned up, are there any plans for the Department of Environment to order the 
site to be cleaned;  

(e) if no to (d), why not; 

(f) if yes to (d), when will this order be issued; 

(g) does the Contaminated Sites Act 2003 enable the Department of Environment to clean up this site and 
recover costs?  

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

(a)-(c) No.  Under section 50(2) of the Contaminated Sites Act 2003, a clean-up notice may only be given if 
the CEO (or his delegate) believes, on reasonable grounds, that appropriate action to remediate a site 
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classified as contaminated — remediation required is not being, or has not been, taken. Remediation of 
the site is underway, but has not been completed. 

(d)-(f) Some soil remediation was undertaken at the site in 2008, when contaminated soil was removed to a 
licensed landfill.  The site owner, Caltex Australia Petroleum Pty Ltd, has commissioned further works 
to determine the extent of the remaining soil contamination, as well as the extent of groundwater 
contamination.  These works are scheduled to commence in February 2011, and are necessary to 
develop an appropriate remediation action plan.  The Department of Environment and Conservation 
will continue to monitor the progress of site works, and may issue a clean-up notice in future, if it 
determines that appropriate action is not being taken to clean up the site. 

 

(g) Section 53(1)(a) allows the State to take action to clean up a site if a person on whom a clean-up notice 
is binding is convicted of an offence for failing to comply with the notice within the time specified in 
the notice.  If the State takes action to clean up a site under these circumstances, it can recover the cost 
from the person on whom the notice is binding under section 55. 

OFFICE OF CLIMATE CHANGE — STAFFING 

4282. Mr C.J. Tallentire to the Minister for Environment 

(1) How many staff were employed in the Office of Climate Change ('the Office') as of 25 October 2010 
(excluding staff members on secondment or on leave)? 

(2) Have staffing numbers in the Office declined since June 2010?  

(3) Does the Office currently have a Director on permanent appointment; and 

(a) if no, how long has the Office been without a Director?  

(4) Has the Office yet delivered to the Minister, or has the Minister instructed the Office to prepare, either a 
draft document or an Issues Paper for the climate change adaptation and mitigation strategy that was 
promised by the Liberal Party prior to the 2008 Election; and 

(a) if not, why not?  

(5) What is the period of proposed public consultation for this new strategy?  

(6) Has any money been allocated in the Office's budget to engage consultants to assist in development of 
the Strategy or conduct public consultation; and 

(a) if yes, given the significant delays in the delivery of this Strategy, has any money yet been 
disbursed to consultants?  

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

(1) 12.  

(2) No 

(3) The Level 9 Director's position has been vacant since 20 November 2009 but has been occupied on an 
acting basis.  The office has been under the direction of the department's Director of Strategic Policy 
and Programs (a Class 1 position). 

(4) The Government's election commitment was "to work with industry, scientists, local government and 
conservation groups to develop a Climate Change Adaptation Strategy covering each major sector of 
Western Australian industry as well as urban planning agencies and state water and energy utilities".  A 
working draft of the proposed Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation Strategy (CCAMS) has been 
prepared for consultation within government and subsequent public consultation. 

(5) The form and period of public consultation is yet to be decided. 

(6) The costs of developing CCAMS largely consist of salaries costs.  As of 31 December 2010 contract 
payments of $36,800.00 to Ernst & Young and $107,224.41 to AECOM have been made to assist in the 
preparation of CCAMS. 

SOUTH WEST INTERCONNECTED SYSTEM — CARBON EMISSIONS 

4283. Mr C.J. Tallentire to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy 

I refer to the Minister’s recent statements in which he notes that in recent years the dominant proposals for large 
new fossil fuel generators on the South West Interconnected System have been exclusively coal-fired. Given this 
trend, and the ongoing escalation in domestic gas prices which make it unlikely that gas will be able to compete 
with coal-fired generation, even under a modest carbon price scenario, I ask: 
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(a) could the Minster outline precisely how the State's energy generation portfolio can become less 
emission intensive when, in fact, all indications are the generation mix is set to become more emissions 
intensive? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

(a) There are a number of factors that will combine to influence the energy mix and therefore the trend in 
the greenhouse intensity of electricity supply in Western Australia.  

The Western Australian Government is developing the Strategic Energy Initiative: Energy2031 (SEI) 
and the complementary Cleaner Energy Initiative (CEI). In the future, a broad mix of electricity 
generation can be expected, including from lower carbon intensive sources.  Emissions from the energy 
sector can also be reduced directly through reductions in energy demand and improvements in energy 
efficiency. The SEI and the CEI will serve to establish the framework within which that can occur.  

Notwithstanding the development of the SEI and CEI, I note that new coal fired generators are 
significantly more efficient than many of the ageing generators connected to the network.  These new 
generators will, over time, replace their older counterparts, increasing the overall efficiency of 
generation in the state.  In addition, Verve Energy is currently constructing two state of the art high 
efficiency gas turbines at a total cost of $263 million.  These new turbines will improve the emissions 
intensity of Verve Energy's generation portfolio. 

At the same time, the Commonwealth's renewable energy target will drive the development of 
renewable energy projects in Western Australia with a consequent reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions.  For example, the 206 megawatt Collgar wind farm will increase the proportion of renewable 
energy on the South West Interconnected System from 5% to approximately 9%. 

New measures are also being examined which have the potential to impact on emission intensity of 
energy generation, including the Collie South West Hub carbon capture and storage project and the 
Australian Governments' National Low Emissions Coal Initiative and the Clean Future for Power 
Station policy framework.  

ABORIGINAL BUSINESS INCENTIVE FUND 

4285. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce 

I refer to the Aboriginal Business Incentive Fund, and ask: 

(a) what is the total amount of money available in this Fund; 

(b) how many staff members are employed to manage, administer and promote this Fund; 

(c) how much money has been distributed from the Fund; 

(d) how many projects have received funding from the Fund; 

(e) what is the total amount of money distributed from the Fund for each project; and 

(f) in respect of those projects that received funding, which town/regions are those projects based?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(a)  As at 9 November 2010, a total of $183,781.36 remains available for allocation from the Aboriginal 
Business Initiative Fund (ABIF). 

(b)  There are two (2) FTE in the Aboriginal Business Unit of which it is estimated that 0.25 FTE is 
responsible for managing, administering and promoting the ABIF.  

(c) A total of $66,218.64 has been distributed since the ABIF was established in January 2010. 

(d) 9 

(e)-(f) $4,400.00 — Fitzroy Valley Indigenous Tour Operators Forum — Broome (West Kimberley) 

$9,190.00 — How to Quote and Tender Workshop — Karratha (West Pilbara)  

$37,100.00 — Business Development Support for Jalbi Bush Medicine — Broome (West Kimberley) 

$1,162.73 — Aboriginal Business Culture and Opportunities Luncheon — Albany (Great Southern) 

$290.91 — The Art of Business Workshop — Kalgoorlie (Goldfields) 

$700.00 — Fitzroy River Aboriginal Tourism Association Wordpress Presentation — Derby (West 
Kimberley) 

$4,500.00 — Sponsorship of Aboriginal Business Sundowner — Merredin (Central Wheatbelt) 

$7,175.00 — Assistance in gaining fishing license for Live Rock business — Geraldton (Mid-West) 
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$1,700.00 — Workshop to identify needs of Indigenous Business in Goldfields region — Kalgoorlie 
(Goldfields) 

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD PORTFOLIO — FUNDING 

4287. Mr M.P. Murray to the Minister for Agriculture and Food 

In relation to the Department’s role in the management of social and environmental insects having been 
significantly reduced, could the Minister advise the total amount of funding that has been reduced? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

$275,000. This was mostly made up of officer redundancies in the social insect area. The Department of 
Agriculture and Food will continue to offer free identification and advisory services. 

EXOTIC PESTS IN IMPORTED TIMBERS — ERADICATION 

4288. Mr M.P. Murray to the Minister for Agriculture and Food 

In relation to the funding of local treatment/eradication action in response to the detection of exotic pests in 
imported timbers being ceased (except where a nationally coordinated and funded response has been initiated), 
what is the total amount of funding that has been cut? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

Approximately $80,000 

PROPOSED MARGARET RIVER COAL MINE — ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

4298. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for Environment 

With reference to correspondence to the Premier from the Legislative Council Member for South West, Hon 
Barry House regarding the proposed Coal Mine near Margaret River, I ask:  

(a) is the Government aware that the location of the underground coal seam, between Leederville and 
Yarragadee aquifers, raises serious concerns about impacts on water quality and quantity; 

(b) is the Premier aware that estimated truck movements of one every nine minutes would significantly 
impact on road safety and amenity; 

(c) will the Premier honour the request of Hon Barry House and give the Margaret River Region some 
certainty and reassurance and immediately implement a Project Unlikely to be Environmentally 
Acceptable ruling to the Environmental Protection Authority?  

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

(a)-(b)   I am advised that the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has requested specialist advice from a 
number of Government agencies about important aspects of the Margaret River environment that it will 
take into account before making its decision on environmental assessment of this proposal. For 
example, the EPA is seeking specialist advice on groundwater, transport, public health and geological 
matters.  

The EPA will carefully consider this specialist advice before making its decision on assessment. The 
EPA's decision on the level of assessment will be made public in accordance with its usual practice. 

For any proposal that is subject to full environmental impact assessment, there are further extended 
opportunities for public input before the EPA finalises its report and recommendations. The EPA's 
report to the Minister for Environment is a public document and is subject to appeal.  

(c) The Minister for Environment does not have the authority to direct the EPA in this manner. 

ACUTE MENTAL HEALTH — MIXED-GENDER WARDS 

4300. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Mental Health 

(1) What proportion of acute mental health wards in Western Australia are mixed gender wards; and 

(a) is safety an issue for female patients in mixed gender wards? 

(2) How many cases of assault of female patients in mixed gender mental health wards have been reported 
in the last two years? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

NORTH METROPOLITAN AREA HEALTH SERVICE (NMAHS) 

State Forensic Mental Health Service 

(1) The State Forensic Mental Health Service (Frankland Centre) operates with only mixed gender wards.   



 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 16 February 2011] 493 

 

(a) If any patient (male or female) is considered at risk, increased observation and one to one 
nursing can be assigned. Concerns about potential abuse and violence (to or from female 
patients) are assessed on admission and managed accordingly.     

(2) There were 11 reported incidents of violence, assault, abuse or harassment involving female patients in 
the last 2 years. In 8 of these incidents, the perpetrators were female. In each case, the incidents were 
not considered serious enough to warrant referral to WA Police. 

Adult Program 

(1) The Swan Valley Centre and Ward D20 at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital operate with only mixed 
gender wards.  

The Graylands Hospital Campus has one dedicated female-only ward. 

(a) If any patient (male or female) is considered at risk, increased observation and one to one 
nursing can be assigned. Female patients at Graylands Hospital who are assessed as vulnerable 
are admitted to the female-only ward.  

(2) There have been no reported assaults on female patients at the Swan Valley Centre, Ward D20 at Sir 
Charles Gairdner Hospital or Graylands Hospital in the last 2 years.  

Older Adult Program (Osborne, Selby and Swan Lodges) 

(1) The Osborne, Selby and Swan Lodges operate with only mixed gender wards. 

(a) If any patient (male or female) is considered at risk, increased observation and one to one 
nursing are assigned. Regular risk assessments and monitoring of aggressive and vulnerable 
patients mitigate risks.  

(2) There have been no reported assaults of female patients in the last 2 years at Osborne Lodge and 4 
and 5 reported cases at Selby and Swan Lodges, respectively. As all incidents and assaults were related 
to either cognitive impairment or delirium and non were premeditated, all reports were managed by the 
clinical service. 

SOUTH METROPOLITAN AREA HEALTH SERVICE (SMAHS) 

(1) The South Metropolitan Area Health Service facilitiesoperate with only mixed gender wards.  

(a) If any patient (male or female) is considered at risk, increased observation and one to one 
nursing can be assigned.   

(2) There have been 6 reported cases of assault of female patients in the last 2 years. In each case, the 
incidents were not considered serious enough to warrant referral to WA Police. 

WA COUNTRY HEALTH SERVICE (WACHS) 

(1) The Western Australian Country Health Service facilities operate with onlymixed gender wards.  

(a) If any patient (male or female) is considered at risk, increased observation and one to one 
nursing can be assigned.   

(2) There have been 4 reported cases of assault of female patients in the last 2 years.  

CHILD AND ADOLESCENT HEALTH SERVICE (CAHS) 

(1) Ward 4H at Princess Margaret Hospital is a mixed gender ward.   

(a) If any patient (male or female) is considered at risk, increased observation and one to one 
nursing can be assigned.   

(2)  There have been no reported cases of assault of female patients in the last 2 years. 

SYNERGY — RENEWABLE ENERGY FEED-IN TARIFF — CUSTOMER CREDITS 

4307. Mr P.B. Watson to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy 

(1) When a customer has built up a credit from the feed in tariff over what they have consumed and have 
requested a payment for that amount, why does Synergy only allow for the payment to be made by 
cheque and not electronic funds transfer; and 

(a) why does Synergy insist on waiting for the end of the financial year to make the payment 
instead of half yearly or quarterly? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

(1) Synergy does not currently issue electronic refunds for customers in credit, as the interface between its 
billing and finance and accounting systems is only set-up to allow cheque refunds.   Synergy is 
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currently in the process of developing changes to its systems to enable electronic funds payments to 
customers.  

(a) Synergy's terms and conditions indicate if a customer is in credit for $45 or more as at 30 June 
each year, then Synergy will pay the balance to the customer.  However, that does not prevent 
customers contacting Synergy in writing or by telephone and requesting a payment from 
Synergy at any time, for customers whose accounts are in credit for more than $100.   It would 
be cost prohibitive for Synergy to make automatic payments on a more regular basis. 

DESALINATION PLANT — BURRUP PENINSULA 

4319. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for Water 

(1) Will the Minister detail the anticipated energy consumption required for the State Government’s 
desalination unit that has been approved for construction on the Burrup Peninsular in the Pilbara? 

(2) Is there currently available sufficient excess power generation in the Pilbara to meet the energy needs of 
this proposed new desalination unit on the Burrup? 

(3) Has Horizon Power granted approval for the Water Corporation to access supply of energy for this 
desalination unit; and 

(a) if yes, at what cost and under what conditions? 

(4) What will be the capital cost to the State Government of any necessary expansion of the power 
generation capacity of the Pilbara to meet the power needs of the desalination unit approved for the 
Burrup? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

(1) 6.8 MW. 

(2) Yes. 

(3) The Water Corporation received a proposal from Horizon Power to supply power. 

(a) Not applicable. 

(4) Not applicable. 

TEACHERS — SHORTAGE IN REGIONAL AREAS 

4334. Mrs M.H. Roberts to the Minister for Education 

(1) Are there teacher shortages anticipated in regional Western Australia in any of the following years: 

(a) 2011; 

(b) 2012; and 

(c) 2013? 

(2) If so, what is the shortage anticipated in each of the following years: 

(a) 2011; 

(b) 2012; and 

(c) 2013? 

(3) If shortages are expected, in what areas of regional Western Australia are they expected, for each of the 
following years: 

(a) 2011; 

(b) 2012; and 

(c) 2013? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) (a)  At the commencement of the 2011 school year, only two teaching vacancies remained to be 
filled.  This compares with vacancies for the previous years as follows: 

(i)  2010 — 2 vacancies 

(ii) 2009 — 8 vacancies 

(iii) 2008 — 110 vacancies 

(iv) 2007 — 264 vacancies 
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(v) 2006 — 20 vacancies 

These vacancies include full and part-time positions.  For example, the 2 vacancies 
represent 1.5 FTE. 

(b)-(c)  The pressures of a growing economy and strengthening job market may lead to shortages in 
both the public and private sectors in 2012 and 2013.  As in previous years, there is a risk of 
shortage in the Goldfields, Kimberley, Pilbara and Wheatbelt regions and in specialist teaching 
areas including mathematics, physical science, design and technology, and education support. 

(2) (a)  Refer to 1(a). 

(b)-(c)  The magnitude of any possible teacher shortage is dependent upon economic conditions at the 
time. During 2009, 2010 and 2011, the teacher shortage at the commencement of the year was 
minimal, due to careful management and the benefits of strategies implemented to address 
shortages, and partially due to the impact of the global financial crisis significantly slowing the 
trend rate of retirement and resignation of existing teaching staff.  

A return to strong economic growth will increase the risk of future teacher shortages, as 
resource sector job opportunities may attract younger and mid career teachers away from the 
profession as has happened in the past.  A range of strategies is in place to address this risk. 
These strategies include: final year scholarships; the rural teaching practicum program; 
interstate recruitment; career pathways for Aboriginal support staff in schools; career pathways 
for support staff in schools; a training schools program; coaches for teachers; and a range of 
staffing and system reforms.  Further strategies have been developed and are under 
consideration.     

(3) (a)  Refer to 1(a). 

(b)-(c)   In the absence of intervention, possible shortages might be expected over the whole of Western 
Australia with particular risk of shortage in the Goldfields, Kimberley, Pilbara and Wheatbelt 
regions and in specialist teaching areas including mathematics, science, design and technology, 
and education support. 

COMMENT: 

Please note the 1.5 FTE figure for 2011 was converted to a vacancy figure as FTE figures are not 
available for years 2006 to 2010. 

SCHOOL SWIMMING LESSONS — DUTY OF CARE REQUIREMENT 

4335. Mrs M.H. Roberts to the Minister for Education 

(1) What are the requirements for duty of care with school swimming lessons for public schools? 

(2) What is the teacher to child ratio required at a public swimming centre additional to any swimming 
centre staff? 

(3) What supervision is required when children are using change rooms at a public swimming centre? 

(4) Given that change rooms are gender specific, does the gender of the staff member accessing the change 
room need to correspond? 

(5) What should occur if a school does not have enough teachers of a specific gender to supervise? 

(6) What is the teacher to child ratio required when travelling on a private bus? 

(7) Does Education Department policy need to be reviewed regarding supervised school excursions or 
swimming lessons; and 

(a) if so, what does the Minister propose? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) The Department has a Duty of Care for Students policy (effective from 26 June 2007) that requires 
teachers to take care to protect students from risks and harm that reasonably ought to be foreseen whilst 
they are involved in or present for a school activity.  For off school site activities, such as swimming 
lessons, principals must approve a Management Plan as specified by the Excursions: Off School Site 
Activities policy, which addresses relevant risks including providing adequate supervision at public 
swimming pools. 

(2) For all water based activities, there must be at least one qualified supervisor for every 32 students or 
part thereof. 
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For some activities, however, this ratio may vary.  That is, there must be more supervisors for some 
types of activities. 

Specific swimming pool based activity duty of care requirements, including information on supervision 
levels, are outlined in the Department's Outdoor Education and Recreation Activities procedures.  This 
document can be downloaded from the Department's website at: www.det.wa.edu.au/policies. 

Please note that the ratio of students to teachers engaged in swimming pool based aquatic activity, 
therefore, can vary.  In many instances, the students' teacher does not hold an activity-specific 
qualification.  As such, an external provider (e.g. swimming teacher) or another member of staff may 
form part of the supervisory team. 

(3) The Department's Duty of Care for Students and Excursions: Off School Site Activities policies require 
schools to provide supervision of students in change rooms at public swimming pools.  The Department 
works with aquatic centre management to arrange separate change rooms for students wherever 
possible.  If this cannot be arranged students are supervised in public change rooms.  Schools arrange a 
roster to ensure adequate supervision, considerate of gender. 

(4) Teachers are not required to enter change rooms to supervise students of the opposite sex.   

(5) If schools cannot provide a member of the same gender to supervise students, alternative arrangements 
include: 

• seeking assistance from swimming instructors; 

• if separate change rooms have been arranged, a staff member checking the change rooms prior to 
student entry and standing outside the door until all students are accounted for; 

• students returning to school to get changed; and 

• cancellation of lessons for that particular day. 

(6) The Department's Excursions: Off School Site Activities policy recommends that at least one supervisor 
travels on each bus.   

(7) The Department's Outdoor Education and Recreational Activities procedures are presently under 
review. 

(a)   Not applicable. 

ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE INITIATIVE — FUNDING 

4336. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister for Culture and the Arts 

In relation to the $279,000 Artist-In-Residence (AIR) initiative funded by the Federal Government and Western 
Australian Education and Culture and the Arts Departments, I ask: 

(a) how much of the $279,000 was contributed from the Western Australian State Education budget; 

(b) how much of the $279,000 was contributed from the Western Australian State Culture and the Arts 
budget; and 

(c) how much of the $279,000 was contributed from the Federal Commonwealth budget? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

(a)-(c) The Western Australian Government has contributed $100 000 in operation in kind support to assist the 
delivery of the Federal programs. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — APPLE IPAD PURCHASE 

4338. Mr A.J. Waddell to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

In respect of the departments and agencies under the Deputy Premier’s control, I ask: 

(a) how many Apple iPads have been purchased since January 2010; 

(b) how many staff are supplied with home internet connections, either paid in full or subsidized; 

(c) how many notebook computers have been recorded as lost, stolen or damaged in the year July 2009 
until June 2010; 

(d) how many mobile phones have been recorded as lost, stolen or damaged in the year July 2009 until 
June 2010; 

(e) how many colour laser printers are currently installed in each department and/or office; and 

(f) how many staff are provided with mobile internet access either via a mobile phone or wireless dongle? 



 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 16 February 2011] 497 

 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Department of Health 

(a) 22. 

(b) 55. 

(c) 29. 

(d) 179. 

(e) 985. 

(f) 940. 

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (incorporating the Nurses and Midwives Board of Western 
Australia) 

(a)-(e) Nil. 

(f) Three. 

Health and Disability Services Complaints Office 

(a)-(d) Nil. 

(e) One. 

(f) Nil. 

Healthway 

(a) Nil. 

(b) One. 

(c)-(d) Nil. 

(e) One. 

(f) Three. 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a)-(b) Nil. 

(c) One damaged. 

(d) One lost mobile phone, four damaged smart-phones. 

(e) Sixteen multi-function devices (eight in Perth head office and eight in regional offices) and eight small 
standalone colour laser printers. 

(f) 60. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — APPLE IPAD PURCHASE 

4346. Mr A.J. Waddell to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development 

In respect of the departments and agencies under the Minister’s control, I ask: 

(a) how many Apple iPads have been purchased since January 2010; 

(b) how many staff are supplied with home internet connections, either paid in full or subsidized; 

(c) how many notebook computers have been recorded as lost, stolen or damaged in the year July 2009 
until June 2010; 

(d) how many mobile phones have been recorded as lost, stolen or damaged in the year July 2009 until 
June 2010; 

(e) how many colour laser printers are currently installed in each department and/or office; and 

(f) how many staff are provided with mobile internet access either via a mobile phone or wireless dongle? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(a) 2 

(b) 1 
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(c) None 

(d) 1 

(e) 30 

(f) 117 mobile internet access accounts 

Central Institute of Technology 

(a) 33 

(b) 1 

(c) 1 

(d) 5 

(e) 34 

(f) 58 mobile phones,24 ipads,46 wireless dongles 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(a) 5 

(b) Nil 

(c) Nil 

(d) 10 

(e) 20 

(f) 53 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b) Nil 

(c) Nil 

(d) 1 

(e) 11 

(f) 4 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(a) 2 

(b) 3 

(c) Nil 

(d) 1 damaged 

(e) 11 

(f) 1 

KimberleyTAFE 

(a)-(c) Nil 

(d)  5 

(e) 15 

(f) 10 

CY O'Connor Institute 

(a) 1 

(b)-(d) Nil 

(e) 3 

(f) 56 wireless dongles 

Pilbara TAFE 

(a) Nil 



 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 16 February 2011] 499 

 

(b) 1 

(c)-(e) Nil 

(f) 12 

Polytechnic West 

(a) 24 

(b) Nil 

(c) 2 lost/stolen,1 damaged 

(d) 3 lost,2 stolen,2 damaged 

(e) 49 

(f) 78 mobile phones,51 wireless access 

South West Institute of Technology 

(a)-(d) Nil 

(e) 5 

(f) 2 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(a) 6 

(b) 1 

(c) 3 stolen and1 lost 

(d) 1 damaged 

(e) 4 

(f) 6 mobile internet and10 wireless dongles 

Department of Education Services 

(a) 1 

(b) 1 

(c) Nil 

(d) 1 

(e) 4 

(f) 9 

Office of Energy 

(a)-(d)   Nil. 

(e)   Nine colour laser printers installed. 

(f)  Nil. Two wireless dongles are available for use by staff members while travelling on Office of Energy 
business. 

Construction Training Fund 

(a)-(d) Nil 

(e) 1 

(f) 3 

Independent Market Operator 

(a) Nil 

(b) 1, the CEO is provided with a home internet connect, which is paid in full 

(c) Nil 

(d) Nil 

(e) 13 

(f) 7. Four staff are provided with wireless internet dongles for operation of the Wholesale Electricity 
Market Systems and business continuity planning processes. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — APPLE IPAD PURCHASE 

4349. Mr A.J. Waddell to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

In respect of the departments and agencies under the Minister’s control, I ask: 

(a) how many Apple iPads have been purchased since January 2010; 

(b) how many staff are supplied with home internet connections, either paid in full or subsidized; 

(c) how many notebook computers have been recorded as lost, stolen or damaged in the year July 2009 
until June 2010; 

(d) how many mobile phones have been recorded as lost, stolen or damaged in the year July 2009 until 
June 2010; 

(e) how many colour laser printers are currently installed in each department and/or office; and 

(f) how many staff are provided with mobile internet access either via a mobile phone or wireless dongle? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Department of Water 

(a)-(b) Nil 

(c) 5 

(d) 26 

(e) 10 

(f) 54 

Water Corporation 

(a) 1 

(b) 3 

(c) 2 

(d) 73 

(e) 63 

(f) 577 

Busselton Water 

(a)-(c) Nil 

(d) 1 

(e) 1 

(f) 2 

Aqwest 

(a)-(c) Nil 

(d) 4 

(e) 5 

(f) 3 

Mental Health Commission 

(a)-(d) Nil 

(e) 2 

(f) 10 

Drug and Alcohol Office 

(a)-(c) Nil 

(b) Nil 

(c) Nil 

(d) 1 
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(e) 3 

(f) 13 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — APPLE IPAD PURCHASE 

4352. Mr A.J. Waddell to the Minister for Environment; Youth 

In respect of the departments and agencies under the Minister’s control, I ask: 

(a) how many Apple iPads have been purchased since January 2010; 

(b) how many staff are supplied with home internet connections, either paid in full or subsidized; 

(c) how many notebook computers have been recorded as lost, stolen or damaged in the year July 2009 
until June 2010; 

(d) how many mobile phones have been recorded as lost, stolen or damaged in the year July 2009 until 
June 2010; 

(e) how many colour laser printers are currently installed in each department and/or office; and 

(f) how many staff are provided with mobile internet access either via a mobile phone or wireless dongle? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Department of Environment and Conservation 

(a) 1 

(b) 16 

(c) 6 

(d) 44 

(e) 180 

(f) 331 

Swan River Trust 

(a)-(d) Nil 

(e) 2 

(f) 6 

Office of the Environmental Protection Authority 

(a) 1 

(b)-(c) Nil 

(d) 3 

(e) 11 

(f) 9 

Perth Zoo 

(a)-(c)  Nil 

(d) 1 

(e) 4 

(f) 9 

Office of the Appeals Convenor 

(a)-(c) Nil 

(e) 1 

(f) 2 

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority 

(a)  Nil 

(b) 2 

(c)  Nil 
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(d) 4 

(e) 14 

(f) 9 

Department for Communities, including the Office for Youth 

(a)-(d) Nil 

(e) 1 

(f) 2 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — APPLE IPAD PURCHASE 

4353. Mr A.J. Waddell to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; 
Housing; Minister Assisting the Treasurer 

In respect of the departments and agencies under the Minister’s control, I ask: 

(a) how many Apple iPads have been purchased since January 2010; 

(b) how many staff are supplied with home internet connections, either paid in full or subsidized; 

(c) how many notebook computers have been recorded as lost, stolen or damaged in the year July 2009 
until June 2010; 

(d) how many mobile phones have been recorded as lost, stolen or damaged in the year July 2009 until 
June 2010; 

(e) how many colour laser printers are currently installed in each department and/or office; and 

(f) how many staff are provided with mobile internet access either via a mobile phone or wireless dongle? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Small Business Development Corporation 

(a) Nil 

(b) One 

(c) Nil 

(d) Nil 

(e) One 

(f) Fifteen 

Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b) Seven 

(c) One 

(d) One 

(e) Eight 

(f) Twelve 

Workcover WA 

(a)-(c) Nil 

(d) One 

(e) Four 

(f) Ten 

The Department of Commerce 

(a) One 

(b) Nil 

(c) Three 

(d) Ten 
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(e) 87 

(f) 113 

Science, Innovation and Business Division of the Department of Commerce 

(a)-(e) Nil 

(f) 10 (3 Wireless Next G Modem Devices and7 via Blackberry devices) 

The Department of Housing 

(a) 14 for the period1 January2010 to19 November2010 

(b) Nil as at19 November2010 

(c) One for the period1 July2009 to30 June2010. This notebook was stolen however was recovered with no 
damage or loss of data 

(d) For the period1 July2009 to30 June2010; Lost =8, Stolen =3, Damaged =18 

(e) 109 as at19 November2010 

(f) 230 staff, as at19 November2010, were provided smart phones and110 have wireless cards 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE AND THE ARTS — LOTTERYWEST FUNDING 

4409. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister for Culture and the Arts 

In relation to the answer to Question on Notice 3771, I ask: 

(a) can the Minister confirm that as a result of Parliament’s legislation, Lotterywest is required to fund 
agencies and programmes within the Minister’s portfolio; 

(b) what is the current legislative requirement for Lotterywest arts funding; and 

(c) how much funding in 2008-2009, 2009-2010 and budget projection for 2010-2011 have/will agencies 
and departments within the Minister’s portfolio receive from Lotterywest, and for what purposes? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

(a) Yes 

(b) Section22(5) of the LC Act provides that the moneys credited to the Arts Lotteries Account under 
section22(2c): 

"shall be distributed by or on behalf of the Minister for the Arts in such proportions and among 
such bodies engaged in the conduct of cultural activities, and persons engaged in cultural 
activities, in the State as the Minister for the Arts thinks fit." 

The conditions associated with organisational funding are as follows: 

The Department funds organisations on a multi and triennial year basis as they are essential to the 
infrastructure of Western Australia's arts sector. DCA are interested in supporting organisations that 
significantly contribute to the development of a dynamic and sustainable creative arts sector by 
developing, delivering and promoting innovative cultural programs of excellence. DCA assess 
organisations according to the following criteria: 

(i) The organisation's artistic standing and quality of its programming; 

(ii) The organisation's ability to create and deliver high quality and innovative arts programs; 

(iii) The responsiveness of the artistic program to the organisation's target market; 

(iv) The extent to which the artistic program and the marketing strategies developed to support it 
are able to engage current audiences and attract new audiences; 

(v) The extent to which the artistic program adds value to the quality and diversity of arts practice 
and presentation in Western Australia; and 

(vi) The operational effectiveness and quality of administrative and financial management and 
governance. 

All organisations have been asked to submit plans on the basis of standstill funding plus indexation 
which provides a benchmark analysis of where the organisation currently is.  

Applications are assessed by: 

- the relevant project officer 

- a financial analysis is conducted by the finance officer 



504 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 16 February 2011] 

 

- an independent business analyst 

- the Senior Project Officer Organisations and Contracts 

- the Manager Resources 

- and finally the executive management team 

Applications for multi and triennial funding are by invitation only and are considered where the 
organisation has a significant track record of success in the annual funding category 

(c) 2008-2009  $12 500 000 

2009-2010  $13 500 000 

2010-2011  $13 347 000 

This is a contribution of funding allocations to49 arts organisations. Lotterywest also provides funding 
directly to these organisations: 

ScreenWest has received the following amounts from Lotterywest under our Lotterywest – ScreenWest 
grant agreements: 

2008-2009  $4 968 280 

2009-2010  $5 030 308 

2010-2011  $5 228 492. To note of this amount to date we have received $3 228 492. The 
amounts are paid in instalments contingent on ScreenWest providing certain reports to Lotterywest.  

COLLIE BASIN — KPMG CONTRACT 

4415. Mr J.C. Kobelke to the Minister for Water 

(1) For the contract with KPMG dated 8 April 2010, which followed that company’s Independent Review 
of Options to Reduce Salinity in the Upper Collie Basin, what was the purpose and scope of this 
contract and the full cost of this work? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

(1) The purpose of the report was to release the results of the Independent Review of Options to Reduce 
Salinity in the Upper Collie Basin recognising that the commercial in confidence information provided 
by the private companies had to be removed. 

The scope of the contract was as follows: 

1.      Details of the independent review process; 

2.      An outline of the submissions received and high level summary; 

3.      Results from the evaluation process and the basis for them; 

4.      Key conclusions from the review; and 

5.      Key recommendations from the review. 

The full cost of this work was $19 214. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

4426. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the Deputy 
Premier’s portfolio have been reported stolen for the 12 months from 30 June 2009 to 30 June 2010? 

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police; and 

(a) if yes, when were these reports made; 

(b) of those reported, what has been the outcome; and 

(c) if any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(6) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses; and 
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(a) when were these steps put into place? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Department of Health 

(1) 4 laptops. 

(2) $11,500.00 

(3)-(4) Laptops are set up with the expectation that they will be connected to the Department of Health or 
Health Service computer networks.  When a laptop is not connected to the network, the computer 
cannot be accessed without knowledge of the logon and password used whilst the laptop was connected 
to the network.  The majority of main files and data are stored on the networks.   

(5) Yes. 

(a) Reports were made on 26 August 2009 (one laptop); 22 October 2009 (one laptop); 
and 14 February 2010 (two laptops). 

(b) No items have been recovered and no charges have been laid. 

(c) Not applicable. 

(6) The protocols and procedures for new users are outlined for all Department of Health staff who are 
allocated the use of a laptop, notebook or palm computer and have been in place for a number of years.  
Reminders regarding the care of government property are issued when equipment has been lost or 
stolen as an ongoing risk management process. 

In the case of one laptop stolen from an office the entry was reinforced and tamper free locks installed 
as soon as practicable after the break in. 

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (including Nurses and Midwives Board of Western Australia); 
Health and Disability Services Complaints Office and Healthway 

(1) Nil. 

(2)-(6) Not applicable. 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(1) Nil. 

(2)-(6) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

4434. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolio have been reported stolen for the 12 months from 30 June 2009 to 30 June 2010? 

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police; and 

(a) if yes, when were these reports made; 

(b) of those reported, what has been the outcome; and 

(c) if any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(6) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses; and 

(a) when were these steps put into place? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable. 
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Central Institute of Technology 

(1) 1 

(2) $1,451.92 

(3) No 

(4) All public accessible desktops and notebooks are physically locked down or stored in secure areas. Data 
is password protected and backed up. 

(5) Yes 

(a) Reported on 28 August 2009 

(b) Not recovered. Insurance claim was paid in full 

(c) Not applicable 

(6) No further action was considered necessary. The loss was reviewed at the time in conjunction with the 
security measures we currently employ.  

(a) Not applicable 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable. 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable. 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable. 

Kimberley TAFE 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable. 

CY O'Connor Institute 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable. 

Pilbara TAFE 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable. 

Polytechnic West 

(1) 2 

(2) $2,552.06 

(3) Not to our knowledge 

(4) A project has been funded in 2011 for the procurement of encryption software for use with staff laptops. 

(5) Yes 

(a) Reports made as soon as loss/theft discovered on 6 January 2010 and 12 January 2010. 

(b) Items which were lost/stolen between 30 June 2009 and 30 June 2010 were replaced under 
insurance. None of the items have been recovered. 

(c) Not applicable. 

(6) Laptop deployments in student areas are supplied with lockable laptop trolleys or cabinets. 

(a) Rolled out with student laptop deployments since 2006. 

South West Institute of Technology 

(1) Nil 
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(2)-(6) Not applicable. 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(1) 3 

(2) $4,528 

(3) No 

(4) A policy has been implemented that prohibits the storage of sensitive data on mobile devices unless 
encrypted. 

(5) Yes 

(a) One reported 30 December 2009 and one reported 27 August 2009. 

(b) None have been recovered. 

(c) Not applicable 

(6) Policy implemented that identifies physical security requirements for mobile computing devices. 

(a) June 2009. 

Office of Energy 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable. 

Independent Market Operator 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable. 

Construction Training Fund 

(1) 1 

(2) $1,590 

(3) No 

(4) All corporate information is stored on secure server. Also hard drive encryption and password locks. 

(5) Yes 

(a) 10 June 2010 

(b)  Nil return 

(c)  Not applicable 

(6) Security lighting fitted 

(a)  As soon as viable after theft 

Department of Education Services 

(1) None 

(2)-(5) Not applicable 

(6) The Department adopts a standard practice to undertaken an audit twice a year to ensure all computers 
are accounted for. A booking system is also in place should staff wish to borrow a laptop. The process 
is outlined in the staff induction booklet. 

(a) June 2008 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

4437. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolio have been reported stolen for the 12 months from 30 June 2009 to 30 June 2010? 

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police; and 

(a) if yes, when were these reports made; 
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(b) of those reported, what has been the outcome; and 

(c) if any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(6) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses; and 

(a) when were these steps put into place? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Department of Water  

(1) Five notebooks. 

(2) $10 825 

(3) No 

(4) Notebooks are password protected. 

(5) The Police were notified in all cases 

(a) Three reports on the 7/5/2010, one on 9/10/2009 and one on 18/10/2009. 

(b) There has been no further action from the police and insurance claims were lodged. 

(c) Not applicable. 

(6) Policies and procedures are in place to advise staff on equipment security. 

(a)  This is an ongoing process with the Policies being approved by Corporative Executive on 
26 June 2006. 

Water Corporation  

(1) Two laptops were stolen. One PDA was stolen. 

(2) $3,700. 

(3) No. 

(4) Not applicable. 

(5) Yes. 

(a) Reports were made as soon as the theft became apparent. 

(b) No devices were recovered. 

(c) Not applicable. 

(6) Users are reminded to secure devices as and when appropriate. 

(a)  When devices are issued and through security awareness training. 

Busselton Water 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6)  Not applicable 

Aqwest 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6)  Not applicable 

Mental Health Commission 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6)  Not applicable 

Drug and Alcohol Office 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

4440. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; 
Housing; Minister Assisting the Treasurer 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolio have been reported stolen for the 12 months from 30 June 2009 to 30 June 2010? 
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(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police; and 

(a) if yes, when were these reports made; 

(b) of those reported, what has been the outcome; and 

(c) if any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(6) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses; and 

(a) when were these steps put into place? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Small Business Development Corporation 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable 

Workcover WA 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable 

Department of Commerce 

(1) One 

(2) Approximately $1200 

(3) No 

(4) Not Applicable 

(5) Yes 

(a) At time of theft 

(b) Laptop still missing. Replacement had been procured under insurance 

(c) Not applicable 

(6) No additional action taken above current processes and policy 

(a) Not applicable  

Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable 

Science, Innovation and Business Division of the Department of Commerce 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(6) Not applicable 

The Department of Housing  

(1) 1 (recovered with no damage or loss of data) 

(2)-(4)  Not applicable 

(5) No, as it was recovered prior to the report being submitted 

(6) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

4442. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Deputy Premier’s portfolios? 
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(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 October 2010, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Deputy Premier have requested website funding increases in time for the 2010 mid-year review? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Department of Health 

(1) Currently WA Health has 138 active websites registered. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) North Metropolitan Area Health Service — $72,809 

Child and Adolescent Health Service and Women and Newborn Health Service — $44,021 

South Metropolitan Area Health Service — $290,310 

Department of Health (Royal St) — $829,554 

(4) Nil. 

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (incorporating the Nurses and Midwives Board of Western 
Australia) 

(1) 11. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) $275,000 is expected to be spent by AHPRA nationally during 2010/2011 maintaining its websites. 
There is no separate Western Australian website. 

(4) Nil. 

Health and Disability Services Complaints Office 

(1) One. 

(2) One. 

(3) Forms part of appropriated budget. 

(4) Nil. 

Healthway 

(1) One. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) $5000. 

(4) Nil. 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(1) Two. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) No specific budget is allocated for each website maintained. 

(4) Nil. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

4445. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios? 

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 October 2010, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases in time for the 2010 mid-year review? 
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Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

For the Department of Education 

(1) One (including Intranet). 

(2) No new websites are being developed.  Activities are focused on website content consolidation, quality 
and support. 

(3) The Member will need to define the term "global budget allocation". 

(4) No requests for funding increases have been made by the Department of Education. 

For Country High School Hostels Authority 

(1)-(2)  Nil. 

(3) The Member will need to define the term "global budget allocation". 

(4) Not applicable. 

Public Education Endowment Trust 

(1) One. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) The Member will need to define the term "global budget allocation". 

(4) Not applicable. 

For Department of Education Services 

(1) Five (Department of Education Services; Aboriginal Education and Training Council; Training 
Accreditation Council, Study West and the Intranet). 

(2) None. 

(3) The Member will need to define the term "global budget allocation". 

(4) No requests were made by the Department of Education Services. 

For the Curriculum Council of WA 

(1) Two. 

(2) None. 

(3) The Member will need to define the term "global budget allocation". 

(4) Not applicable. 

For Tourism WA 

(1) 25. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) 2010/11 budget allocations for the all websites is $839 000. Tourism Western Australia websites use 
shared infrastructure and as a result detailed breakdowns on each individual website are not applicable. 

(4) Nil. 

For the Rottnest Island Authority 

(1) Three. 

(2) One. 

(3) $3 000. 

(4) Nil. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

4456. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; 
Housing; Minister Assisting the Treasurer 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios? 

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 
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(3) As at 31 October 2010, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases in time for the 2010 mid-year review? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Small Business Development Corporation 

(1) Seven 

(2) Nil 

(3) $100 000 

(4) None 

Department of Commerce 

(1) Ten 

(2) Nil 

(3) $429 028 

(4) None 

WorkcoverWA 

(1) One 

(2) Nil 

(3) Allocation in the2010/11 budget is $370000 to be expended as part of a special project to redevelop 
WorkCover WA's external website. 

(4) None 

Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission 

(1) One 

(2) One 

(3) Nil 

(4) Not applicable 

The Science, Innovation and Business Division of the Department of Commerce 

(1) Two 

(2) The Division intends to build/re-establish one new website in 2011 for Technology Industry Advisory 
Council www.tiac.wa.gov.au.  

(3) $34320 

(4) None 

The Department of Housing 

(1) 5 as at31 October2010 

(2) Nil 

(3) Department of Housing website: $150 000 for redevelopment 
Keystart website: $30 000 
Landport website: Nil 
Clydesdale Park website: Nil 
Brownlie website: Nil 

(4) Nil 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

4458. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants within each department and agency 
within the Deputy Premier’s portfolios since 1 April 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Deputy Premier’s office; and 

(a) what company is contracted to tend and water these plants; 
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(b) what is the cost of this contract to date since 1 April 2009; and 

(c) how regularly does this company tend and water to the plants? 

(3) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Deputy Premier’s office; and 

(a) which companies provide flower arrangements to the office; 

(b) what amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 1 
April 2009; and  

(c) how regularly are flower arrangements replaced? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

For the period 1 April 2009 to 28 February 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 2207. 

From 1 March 2010 to 13 December 2010: 

(1) Department of Health — $21,702.64 
Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (incorporating the Nurses and Midwives Board of 
Western Australia) — $12,959.73 
Health and Disability Services Complaints Office — Nil. 
Healthway — Nil. 
Department of Indigenous Affairs — Nil. 

(2) Nil. 

(a)-(c) Not applicable. 

(3) Nil. 

(a)-(c) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

4466. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants within each department and agency 
within the Minister’s portfolios since 1 April 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office; and 

(a) what company is contracted to tend and water these plants; 

(b) what is the cost of this contract to date since 1 April 2009; and 

(c) how regularly does this company tend and water to the plants? 

(3) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office; and 

(a) which companies provide flower arrangements to the office; 

(b) what amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 1 April 
2009; and  

(c) how regularly are flower arrangements replaced? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

(1) Please refer to the Premier's answer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 4457. 

(2) (a)  Ambius 

(b) $5812.43 

(c) Fortnightly 

(3) (a)-(b) Nil 

(c) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

4469. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants within each department and agency 
within the Minister’s portfolios since 1 April 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office; and 

(a) what company is contracted to tend and water these plants; 
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(b) what is the cost of this contract to date since 1 April 2009; and 

(c) how regularly does this company tend and water to the plants? 

(3) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office; and 

(a) which companies provide flower arrangements to the office; 

(b) what amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 1 April 
2009; and  

(c) how regularly are flower arrangements replaced? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Department of Water 

For the period 1 April 2009 – 28 February 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Questions on Notice range 
2203–2219. For the period 1 March 2010 – 13 December 2010 please find the answer below: 

(1) Nil 

Busselton Water 

For the period 1 April 2009 – 28 February 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Questions on Notice range 
2203–2219. For the period 1 March 2010 – 13 December 2010 please find the answer below: 

 (1) $127.76 

Water Corporation 

For the period 1 April 2009 – 28 February 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Questions on Notice range 
2203–2219. For the period 1 March 2010 – 13 December 2010 please find the answer below: 

 (1) $9831.78 

Aqwest 

For the period 1 April 2009 – 28 February 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Questions on Notice range 
2203–2219. For the period 1 March 2010 – 13 December 2010 please find the answer below: 

 (1) $2100.00 

Office of Minister Bill Marmion MLA 

For the period 1 April 2009 – 28 February 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Questions on Notice range 
2203–2219.  

1 March 2010 – 13 December2010: 

(2) 12 

(a) Indoor Gardens 

(b) Please refer to Premier's response LA4457 part 1. 

(c) Every three weeks 

(3) Nil 

(a)-(c) Not applicable 

Mental Health Commission 

For the period 1 April 2009 – 28 February2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Questions on Notice range 
2203–2219. For the period 1 March 2010–13 December 2010 please find the answer below: 

(1) Nil 

Drug and Alcohol Office 

For the period 1 April 2009–28 February2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Questions on Notice range 
2203–2219. For the period 1 March2010–13 December 2010 please find the answer below: 

(1) Nil 

Office of Minister Helen Morton MLC 

The Minister for Mental Health was sworn in on14th December2010 and as such did not have a Ministerial 
Office during that time period. 

(2)-(3) Not applicable 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

4472. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; 
Housing; Minister Assisting the Treasurer 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants within each department and agency 
within the Minister’s portfolios since 1 April 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office; and 

(a) what company is contracted to tend and water these plants; 

(b) what is the cost of this contract to date since 1 April 2009; and 

(c) how regularly does this company tend and water to the plants? 

(3) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office; and 

(a) which companies provide flower arrangements to the office; 

(b) what amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 1 April 
2009; and  

(c) how regularly are flower arrangements replaced? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

For the period 1 April 2009 – 28 February 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 2203-
2219.  As for 1 March 2010 – 13 December 2010 please find the answer below: 

Ministerial Office of Hon. Simon O'Brien MLC 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(3) Not applicable 

Small Business Development Corporation 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(3) Not applicable 

Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission 

(1) $6 615.07 

(2)-(3) Not applicable 

Department of Commerce 

(1) $441.03 

(2)-(3) Not applicable 

WorkCover WA 

(1) $4 939.95 

(2)-(3) Not applicable 

The Department of Housing  

For the period 1 April 2009 – 28 February 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly questions on notice range 
2203–2219.  

(1) Nil for the period 1 March 2010 — 13 December 2010 

Ministerial Office of Hon. Troy Buswell MLA 

For the period 1 April 2009 – 28 February2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Questions on Notice  range 
2203 – 2219.  

For the period 1 March 2010 – 27 April 2010: 

(1) Twelve 

(2) (a) Indoor Gardens 

(b) Please refer to the Premier's answer for Legislative Assembly question on notice 4457. 

(c) Every three weeks 

(3) Nil 

(a)-(c) Not applicable 
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Science, Innovation and Business Division of the Department of Commerce 

(1) Nil 

(2) Not applicable 

Ministerial Office of Hon John Day MLA 

(1) Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice4457 

(2) Four 

(a) Indoor Plants 

(b) $620.60 

(c) Monthly 

(3) One 

(a) None 

(b) $740 approximately 

(c) Weekly  

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — FEMALE STAFF CLASSIFICATION 

4482. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios 
are currently ranked at class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(2) What is the percentage of female staff at class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(3) How many males are currently ranked at class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For those persons currently employed in your Ministerial Office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

I refer the Member to the annual reports produced by each agency which includes breakdowns of staff. I would 
also direct the Member to the Public Sector Commission's workforce profile, compiled across government. 

Information relating to staff in Ministerial Office's can be found in the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in 
Parliament every quarter as part of this government's ongoing commitment to accountability and transparency. If 
the Member has a more specific question relating to information not covered in the comprehensive Resourcing 
Report, the government will be happy to answer it. 

If the Member has a specific enquiry relating to a specific agency, he is welcome to ask it.   

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — FEMALE STAFF CLASSIFICATION 

4488. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; 
Housing; Minister Assisting the Treasurer 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios 
are currently ranked at class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(2) What is the percentage of female staff at class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(3) How many males are currently ranked at class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For those persons currently employed in your Ministerial Office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

I refer the Member to the annual reports produced by each agency which includes breakdowns of staff. I would 
also direct the Member to the Public Sector Commission's workforce profile, compiled across government. 

Information relating to staff in Ministerial Office's can be found in the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in 
Parliament every quarter as part of this government's ongoing commitment to accountability and transparency. If 
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the Member has a more specific question relating to information not covered in the comprehensive Resourcing 
Report, the government will be happy to answer it. 

If the Member has a specific enquiry relating to a specific agency, he is welcome to ask it.   

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — MEDIA MONITORING SERVICES 

4490. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

(1) For each government department or agency under the Deputy Premier’s control, including the 
Ministerial Office, I ask: 

(a) are media monitoring services provided, and if yes: 

(i) which firm or firms currently provide a media monitoring service; 

(ii) what is the cost of the contract(s); 

(iii) since 1 June 2010, how much has been paid for media monitoring services; 

(iv) what is the duration of the contract(s); and 

(v) when did the contract(s) commence? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Ministerial Offices 

(1) The Department of the Premier and Cabinet provides media monitoring services to Ministerial Offices 
through the Media Monitoring Unit of the Media Office. 

Department of Health 

(1) (a)  Yes. 

(i) Media Monitors Australia Pty Ltd. 

(ii) A retainer and web hosting fee of $541.69 (excluding GST) is charged per month. 
Additional costs are charged per item.  

(iii) Between 1 June 2010 and 31 December 2010, a total of $40,143.46 has been paid for 
media monitoring services (total includes the monthly retainer and web hosting fee).  

(iv) The contract is for the provision of an electronic monitoring and clippings service 
over a contract term of three years; comprising an initial term of one year and two 
one-year extension options at the sole discretion of the Department of Health. 

(v) The contract commenced 18 July 2010. 

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (incorporating the Nurses and Midwives Board of Western 
Australia) 

(1) (a)  Yes. 

(i) Media Monitors. 

(ii) There is no contract cost. Charges depend on the number of clips received and 
retained. 

(iii) The cost for AHPRA Australia wide was $2835.80. There is no specific allocation for 
Western Australia. 

(iv) There is no contract duration, it runs from month to month. 

(v) AHPRA WA had access to the service from 18 October 2010 (when WA joined the 
national scheme). 

Health and Disability Services Complaints Office and Healthway 

(1) (a)  No. 

(i)-(v) Not applicable. 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(1) (a)  Yes. 

(i) Media Monitors. 

Department of Premier and Cabinet — Media Monitoring Unit. 

(ii) Media Monitors: 

News Express Digital Retainer — $303.45 per month (exc. GST) 
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Press Clip — Digital (per page) — $1.81 (exc. GST) 

E-mail Digital File — $11.76 per batch (exc. GST) 

(iii) $25,737.15 

This amount includes outstanding invoices from 2009/10 April and May. 

(iv) 12  months. 

(v) 1 July 2010 (Media Monitors). 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — MEDIA MONITORING SERVICES 

4498. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development 

(1) For each government department or agency under the Deputy Premier’s control, including the 
Ministerial Office, I ask: 

(a) are media monitoring services provided, and if yes: 

(i) which firm or firms currently provide a media monitoring service; 

(ii) what is the cost of the contract(s); 

(iii) since 1 June 2010, how much has been paid for media monitoring services; 

(iv) what is the duration of the contract(s); and 

(v) when did the contract(s) commence? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Ministerial Office 

(1) (a) (i-v) The Department of the Premier and Cabinet provides media monitoring services to Ministerial 
Offices through the Media Monitoring Unit of the Media Office. 

Office of Energy 

(1) (a)   Yes 

(i) Media Monitors. 

(ii) The current contract is based on a fixed monthly retainer fee. 

(iii) $3 185.01 

(iv) Twelve months. 

(v) The current contract commenced on 1 July 2010.  The current service has been in 
place since 1 July 2007 and is a rolling 12 month contract. 

Independent Market Operator 

(1) Nil 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(1) (a)   Yes 

(i) Media Monitors 

(ii) Up to $18,000 

(iii) $4,415 

(iv) 7 months 

(v) 19 November 2010 

Central Institute of Technology 

(1) Nil 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(a)  Yes 

(i) Media Monitors 

(ii) Challenger does not have a contract with Media Monitors 

(iii) $5,449.09 
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(iv)-(v) Not applicable 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(1) Nil 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(1) Nil 

Kimberley TAFE 

(1) Nil 

CY O'Connor Institute 

(1) Nil 

Pilbara TAFE 

(1) Nil 

Polytechnic West 

(1) Nil 

South West Institute of Technology 

(1) Nil 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(1) Nil 

Department of Education Services 

(1) Nil 

Construction Training Fund 

(1) Nil 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — MEDIA MONITORING SERVICES 

4504. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; 
Housing; Minister Assisting the Treasurer 

(1) For each government department or agency under the Deputy Premier’s control, including the 
Ministerial Office, I ask: 

(a) are media monitoring services provided, and if yes: 

(i) which firm or firms currently provide a media monitoring service; 

(ii) what is the cost of the contract(s); 

(iii) since 1 June 2010, how much has been paid for media monitoring services; 

(iv) what is the duration of the contract(s); and 

(v) when did the contract(s) commence? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Ministerial Office 

(1) The Department of the Premier and Cabinet provides media monitoring services to Ministerial Offices 
through the Media Monitoring Unit of the Media Office. 

Small Business Development Corporation 

(1) (a)  Yes  

(i) Media monitoring services are provided by Media Monitors Pty Ltd, with alerts and 
bulleting from the Media Monitoring Unit (MMU) of the Government Media 
Monitoring Office (GMO).  

(ii) The cost of the contract with Media Monitors is $442.37 per month (GST included) 
plus a charge per press clip and per broadcast summary for both metropolitan and 
regional broadcast. There is no cost for the service from the GMO.  

(iii) For the period 1 June 2010 to 13 December 2010, $5 814.59 has been paid. (No 
payments have been made to the MMU or the GMO)  

(iv) The contract remains in force until revoked in writing by the SBDC to Media 
Monitors.  
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(v) 4 March 2009 

WorkCover WA 

(1) (a) No 

(i)-(v) Not applicable 

Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission  

(1) (a)  Yes 

(i) Capitol Monitor 

(ii) $3758.70 excluding GST annually 

(iii) $2056.00 excluding GST 

(iv) 12 month contract 

(v) 2003 

The Department of Commerce 

(1) (a) Yes, media monitoring services are provided to the Department of Commerce's six operating 
divisions which are Building Commission; Consumer Protection; EnergySafety; Labour 
Relations; Science, Innovation and Business: and WorkSafe. 

(i) Media Monitors Pty Ltd provide the monitoring services. 

(ii) It is estimated that for a period of one year the value will not exceed $90,422 for all 
divisions. 

(iii) Since 1 June 2010, $27, 803 has been paid for media monitoring services.  

(iv) The duration of the contract is for one year with yearly options for four consecutive 
years. 

(v) The contract commenced on 20 December 2010. 

The Department of Housing 

For the period 1 June 2010 – 13 December 2010: 

(1) (a) Yes 

(i)  Media Monitors 

(ii)  The Department has a service agreement with Media Monitors. There is no contract. 

(iii)   $29 034.18 

(iv)-(v)  Not applicable 

The Science, Innovation and Business Division of the Department of Commerce  

(1) (a) Yes, media monitoring services are provided to the Department of Commerce's six operating 
divisions which are Building Commission; Consumer Protection; EnergySafety; Labour 
Relations; Science, Innovation and Business: and WorkSafe. 

(i) Media Monitors Pty Ltd provide the monitoring services. 

(ii) The contract is valued at $452,113 for five years. It is estimated that for a period of 
one year the value will not exceed $90,422 for all divisions. 

(iii) Since 1 June 2010, the Science, Innovation and Business Division paid $6868 for 
media monitoring.  This amount is included in the answer for (ii) above. 

(iv) The duration of the contract is for one year with yearly options for four consecutive 
years. 

(v) The contract commenced on 20 December 2010. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — STAFF, VEHICLES, CREDIT CARDS AND MOBILE PHONES 

4514. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development 

(1) As at 23 November 2010, will the Minister indicate for each staff member working in their Ministerial 
Office, including staff on secondment, placement or attachment to the Office: 
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(a) name; 

(b) level; 

(c) salary band for employee; and 

(d) type of employment contract? 

(2) As at 23 November 2010, will the Minister indicate how many vehicles have been allocated to the 
Office; and 

(a) the make and model of each vehicle; 

(b) the names of staff to which each vehicle is allocated; 

(c) total fuel charges for each vehicle since 23 September 2008; and 

(d) the name of the scheme to which each vehicle has been allocated? 

(3) As at 23 November 2010, will the Minister indicate how many government credit cards have been 
allocated to the Office; and 

(a) the names of staff to which the credit cards have been allocated; 

(b) credit card limits on each credit card; 

(c) expenditure to date on each credit card; and 

(d) current credit card balances? 

(4) As at 23 November 2010, will the Minister indicate how many mobile phones are allocated to the 
Office; and 

(a) what is the total number of mobile phones available to the Office; 

(b) what is the name and position of each person to whom a mobile phone has been allocated; 

(c) what is the model and make of each mobile phone allocated; 

(d) what functions and delivery of service are utilised by each staff member on their mobile 
phones (including email, internet and downloads); 

(e) what additional costs are associated with the functions listed in (d); and 

(f) what is the total cost expenditure for each mobile phone since 23 September 2008? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Information relating to staff in Ministerial Office's can be found in the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in 
Parliament every quarter as part of this government's ongoing commitment to accountability and transparency. If 
the Member has a more specific question relating to information not covered in the comprehensive Resourcing 
Report, the government will be happy to answer it. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - STAFF, VEHICLES, CREDIT CARDS AND MOBILE PHONES 

4515. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Attorney General; Minister for Corrective Services 

(1) As at 23 November 2010, will the Attorney General indicate for each staff member working in their 
Ministerial Office, including staff on secondment, placement or attachment to the Office: 

(a) name; 

(b) level; 

(c) salary band for employee; and 

(d) type of employment contract? 

(2) As at 23 November 2010, will the Attorney General indicate how many vehicles have been allocated to 
the Office; and 

(a) the make and model of each vehicle; 

(b) the names of staff to which each vehicle is allocated; 

(c) total fuel charges for each vehicle since 23 September 2008; and 

(d) the name of the scheme to which each vehicle has been allocated? 

(3) As at 23 November 2010, will the Attorney General indicate how many government credit cards have 
been allocated to the Office; and 

(a) the names of staff to which the credit cards have been allocated; 
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(b) credit card limits on each credit card; 

(c) expenditure to date on each credit card; and 

(d) current credit card balances? 

(4) As at 23 November 2010, will the Attorney General indicate how many mobile phones are allocated to 
the Office; and 

(a) what is the total number of mobile phones available to the Office; 

(b) what is the name and position of each person to whom a mobile phone has been allocated; 

(c) what is the model and make of each mobile phone allocated; 

(d) what functions and delivery of service are utilised by each staff member on their mobile 
phones (including email, internet and downloads); 

(e) what additional costs are associated with the functions listed in (d); and 

(f) what is the total cost expenditure for each mobile phone since 23 September 2008? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

Information relating to staff in Ministerial Office's can be found in the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in 
Parliament every quarter as part of this government's ongoing commitment to accountability and transparency. If 
the Member has a more specific question relating to information not covered in the comprehensive Resourcing 
Report, the government will be happy to answer it. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - STAFF, VEHICLES, CREDIT CARDS AND MOBILE PHONES 

4517. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) As at 23 November 2010, will the Attorney General indicate for each staff member working in their 
Ministerial Office, including staff on secondment, placement or attachment to the Office: 

(a) name; 

(b) level; 

(c) salary band for employee; and 

(d) type of employment contract? 

(2) As at 23 November 2010, will the Attorney General indicate how many vehicles have been allocated to 
the Office; and 

(a) the make and model of each vehicle; 

(b) the names of staff to which each vehicle is allocated; 

(c) total fuel charges for each vehicle since 23 September 2008; and 

(d) the name of the scheme to which each vehicle has been allocated? 

(3) As at 23 November 2010, will the Attorney General indicate how many government credit cards have 
been allocated to the Office; and 

(a) the names of staff to which the credit cards have been allocated; 

(b) credit card limits on each credit card; 

(c) expenditure to date on each credit card; and 

(d) current credit card balances? 

(4) As at 23 November 2010, will the Attorney General indicate how many mobile phones are allocated to 
the Office; and 

(a) what is the total number of mobile phones available to the Office; 

(b) what is the name and position of each person to whom a mobile phone has been allocated; 

(c) what is the model and make of each mobile phone allocated; 

(d) what functions and delivery of service are utilised by each staff member on their mobile 
phones (including email, internet and downloads); 

(e) what additional costs are associated with the functions listed in (d); and 

(f) what is the total cost expenditure for each mobile phone since 23 September 2008? 
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Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Information relating to staff in Ministerial Office's can be found in the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in 
Parliament every quarter as part of this government's ongoing commitment to accountability and transparency. If 
the Member has a more specific question relating to information not covered in the comprehensive Resourcing 
Report, the government will be happy to answer it. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — STAFF, VEHICLES, CREDIT CARDS AND MOBILE PHONES 

4520. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; 
Housing; Minister Assisting the Treasurer 

(1) As at 23 November 2010, will the Attorney General indicate for each staff member working in their 
Ministerial Office, including staff on secondment, placement or attachment to the Office: 

(a) name; 

(b) level; 

(c) salary band for employee; and 

(d) type of employment contract? 

(2) As at 23 November 2010, will the Attorney General indicate how many vehicles have been allocated to 
the Office; and 

(a) the make and model of each vehicle; 

(b) the names of staff to which each vehicle is allocated; 

(c) total fuel charges for each vehicle since 23 September 2008; and 

(d) the name of the scheme to which each vehicle has been allocated? 

(3) As at 23 November 2010, will the Attorney General indicate how many government credit cards have 
been allocated to the Office; and 

(a) the names of staff to which the credit cards have been allocated; 

(b) credit card limits on each credit card; 

(c) expenditure to date on each credit card; and 

(d) current credit card balances? 

(4) As at 23 November 2010, will the Attorney General indicate how many mobile phones are allocated to 
the Office; and 

(a) what is the total number of mobile phones available to the Office; 

(b) what is the name and position of each person to whom a mobile phone has been allocated; 

(c) what is the model and make of each mobile phone allocated; 

(d) what functions and delivery of service are utilised by each staff member on their mobile 
phones (including email, internet and downloads); 

(e) what additional costs are associated with the functions listed in (d); and 

(f) what is the total cost expenditure for each mobile phone since 23 September 2008? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Information relating to staff in Ministerial Office's can be found in the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in 
Parliament every quarter as part of this government's ongoing commitment to accountability and transparency. If 
the Member has a more specific question relating to information not covered in the comprehensive Resourcing 
Report, the government will be happy to answer it. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — EMPLOYEE NUMBERS 

4530. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development 

In respect of the Minister’s portfolio responsibilities, I ask: 

(a) as at 23 of November 2010, how many full time equivalent (FTE) public sector workers are employed 
in each government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Minister’s portfolios? 

(b) as at 23 of November 2010, how many public sector workers by head count are employed in each 
government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Minister’s portfolios? 



524 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 16 February 2011] 

 

(c) as at 23 of November 2010, how many public sector workers who are actively engaged are employed in 
each government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Minister’s portfolios? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

I refer the Member to the annual reports produced by each agency which includes information on employed staff 
numbers. I would also direct the Member to the Public Sector Commission's workforce profile, compiled across 
government. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — EMPLOYEE NUMBERS 

4531. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Attorney General; Minister for Corrective Services 

In respect of the Attorney General’s portfolio responsibilities, I ask: 

(a) as at 23 of November 2010, how many full time equivalent (FTE) public sector workers are employed 
in each government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Attorney General’s 
portfolios? 

(b) as at 23 of November 2010, how many public sector workers by head count are employed in each 
government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Attorney General’s 
portfolios? 

(c) as at 23 of November 2010, how many public sector workers who are actively engaged are employed in 
each government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Attorney General’s 
portfolios? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

I refer the Member to the annual reports produced by each agency which includes information on employed staff 
numbers. I would also direct the Member to the Public Sector Commission's workforce profile, compiled across 
government. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — EMPLOYEE NUMBERS 

4533. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

In respect of the Minister’s portfolio responsibilities, I ask: 

(a) as at 23 of November 2010, how many full time equivalent (FTE) public sector workers are employed 
in each government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Minister’s portfolios? 

(b) as at 23 of November 2010, how many public sector workers by head count are employed in each 
government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Minister’s portfolios? 

(c) as at 23 of November 2010, how many public sector workers who are actively engaged are employed in 
each government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Minister’s portfolios? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

I refer the Member to the annual reports produced by each agency which includes information on employed staff 
numbers. I would also direct the Member to the Public Sector Commission's workforce profile, compiled across 
government. 
 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — EMPLOYEE NUMBERS 

4536. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; 
Housing; Minister Assisting the Treasurer 

In respect of the Minister’s portfolio responsibilities, I ask: 

(a) as at 23 of November 2010, how many full time equivalent (FTE) public sector workers are employed 
in each government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Minister’s portfolios? 

(b) as at 23 of November 2010, how many public sector workers by head count are employed in each 
government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Minister’s portfolios? 

(c) as at 23 of November 2010, how many public sector workers who are actively engaged are employed in 
each government department, agency or publicly-owned corporation within the Minister’s portfolios? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

I refer the Member to the annual reports produced by each agency which includes information on employed staff 
numbers. I would also direct the Member to the Public Sector Commission's workforce profile, compiled across 
government. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

4538. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

I refer the Deputy Premier to each department and agency under the Deputy Premier’s control, including his 
Office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including:  

(i) public;  

(ii) corporate; and  

(iii) media relations; and 

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees;  

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees;  

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and  

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for:  

(i) phone entitlements; and  

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Information as at 13 December 2010: 

Ministerial Offices 

Please refer to Premier's answer LA4537. 

Department of Health 

(a) 40.5 FTE. 

(b)-(e) [See paper 3078.] 

Australian Health Practitioners Regulation Agency (incorporating the Nurses and Midwives Board of Western 
Australia) 

(a) One. 

(b) Level 5 

(c) Communications and Research Officer. 

(d) Nil. 

(e) Not applicable. 

Health and Disability Services Complaints Office 

(a) Nil. 

(b)-(e) Not applicable. 

Healthway 

(a) 0.4 FTE. 

(b) Not applicable. 

(c) Media consultant. 

(d) Nil. 

(e) Not applicable. 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a) Two. 

(b) Level 6 and Level 4 

(c) Senior Public Relations Officer. 
Corporate Communications Officer. 

(d) Nil. 

(e) Not applicable. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

4546. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister’s control, including his Office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including:  

(i) public;  

(ii) corporate; and  

(iii) media relations; and 

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees;  

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees;  

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and  

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for:  

(i) phone entitlements; and  

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Ministerial Office 

(a)-(e) Please refer to the Premier's answer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 4537. 

Office of Energy 

(a) 2 

(b) Level 3 salary band: $55,913 — $60,707 
Level 7 salary band: $95,301 — $102,144 

(c) Level 3 Research Officer  
Level 7 Communications Manager 

(d) No phone or vehicle entitlements are provided for these officers 

(e) Not applicable 

Independent Market Operator 

(a) The IMO employs a part-time (0.4 FTE) Communications Manager, whose responsibilities include all 
corporate communication issues. 

(b) The employee receives a current cash salary of $ 49,136 per annum. 

(c) Communications Manager. 

(d) No additional entitlements. 

(e) Not applicable. 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(l) (a) 6 FTE 

(b) 1 FTE $108,125-$117,441; 2 FTE $81,501-$90,249; 2 FTE $62,959-$66,538; 1 FTE $55,913-
$60,707. 

(c) Director Communications and Marketing, Senior Communications Officer, Communications 
and Marketing Coordinator, Public Relations Officer, Communications Officer, Publication 
Consultant. 

(d) None 

(e) Not applicable 

Central Institute of Technology 

(1) (a) 7.5 FTE 

(b) 4.5 FTE L4, 2FTE L5, 1FTE L7 

(c) L4 — Coordinator Product and Services, Creative and Publications Coordinator; Marketing 
and Events Coordinator x 2 and Online Marketing Coordinator. 
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L5 — Marketing and Communications Coordinator, and Communications and PR Consultant. 

L7 — Manager Marketing. 

(d) None 

(e) Not applicable 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(1) (a) 4 FTE 

(b) 1 FTE $81,501 — $90,249; 2FTE $70,037 — $77,405; .1 FTE $62,959 — $66,538 

(c) Manager Client Communications, Communications Coordinator x 2, Communications Officer 
x 2 

(d) Mobile phone for Manager Client Communications and Communications Coordinators 

Manager Client Communications — mobile phone for work related calls 

Communications Coordinators — mobile phone for work related calls 

(e) Not applicable 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(1) (a) 1FTE 

(b) $62.959 — $66,538 

(c) Marketing Coordinator 

(d) None 

(e) Not applicable 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(1) (a) 2FTE 

(b) L5 $70,037-$77,405 and L3 $55,913-$60,707 

(c) Manager Communications and Communications Officer 

(d) None 

(e) Not applicable 

Kimberley TAFE 

(1) (a)  None 

(b)-(e) Not applicable. 

CY O'Connor Institute 

(1) (a)-(e) 4.1FTE 

(b) L7 $95,301 — $102,144; L5 $70,037 — $77,405; L2 $48,730 — $52, 916 

(c) Director Research and Planning, Community Relations Manager, Marketing Officer x 3 

(d) Mobile phone for Director Research and Planning 

(e) (i) Director Research and Planning — mobile phone for business related calls 

(ii) None 

Pilbara TAFE 

(1) (a) 2.6FTE 

(b) L6 $81,501-$90,249; L4 $62,959-$66,538; L3 $55,913-$60,707. 

(c) Manager Marketing and Communications, Graphic Designer/Multi Media Administrator and 
Student Support Coordinator 

(d) Mobile phone 

(e) (i) Manager Marketing and Communications — mobile phone for all business related 
calls 
Graphic Designer/Multi Media Administrator — mobile phone for all business related 
calls 
Student Support Coordinator — mobile phone for all business related calls 
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(ii) None 

Polytechnic West 

(1) (a) 5FTE 

(b) L6 $81,501 — $90,249; L5 $70,037 — $77,405; L4 $62,959 — $66,538; L2 $48,730 — 
$52,916 

(c) Marketing Manager, Marketing Coordinator, Marketing and Web Coordinator, Events 
Coordinator and Marketing Assistant 

(d) Mobile phone for Marketing Manager 

(e) (i)   Marketing Manager — mobile phone for business related calls 

(ii) None 

South West Institute of Technology 

(1) (a) 1FTE 

(b) L4 $62,959 — $66,538 

(c) Marketing Coordinator 

(d) None 

(e) (i)  Not applicable 

(ii) Not applicable 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(1) (a)  6.5FTE 

(b) L7 $95,301 — $102,144; L5 $70,037 — $77,405; L4 $62,959 — $66,538; L3 $55,913 — 
$60,707; L1 $38,170 — $47,250. 

(c) Manager Marketing Services, Marketing and Communications Coordinator, Graphic 
Designer/Web Coordinator, Events Coordinator, Graphic Design Officer, Marcoms Officer, 
Marketing Officer. 

(d) Mobile phone  

(e) (i)     Manager Marketing Services — mobile phone for business related calls 

Marketing and Communications Coordinator — mobile phone for business related 
calls 

Events Coordinator — mobile phone for business related calls 

(ii) None 

Department of Education Services 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable. 

Construction Training Fund 

(a) One 

(b) Level 8 $108,125 — $117,441 

(c) Director of Communications and Operations 

(d) Phone entitlement 

(e) Mobile phone 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

4549. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister’s control, including his Office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including:  

(i) public;  
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(ii) corporate; and  

(iii) media relations; and 

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees;  

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees;  

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and  

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for:  

(i) phone entitlements; and  

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Department of Water 

(a) 3 FTE's work in public, corporate and media relations 

Level 8, Level 7, Level 5 

(b)     Level 8 Manager Corporate Communications 

(c) Level 7 Manager Media and Public Affairs 

Level 5 Media Officer 

(d) Level 8 Manager Corporate Communications — GVS and mobile phone 

Level 7 Manager Media and Public Affairs — mobile phone 

Level 5 Media Officer — mobile phone 

(e) (i) Level 8 Manager Corporate Communications — mobile phone 

Level 7 Manager Media and Public Affairs — mobile phone 

Level 5 Media Officer — mobile phone 

(e) (ii)     Level 8 Manager Corporate Communications — GVS 

Water Corporation 

(a) Five. 

(b) Two — Common Law Contract. 

Two — Salary Band Level 7. 

One — Salary Band Level 4. 

(c) General Manager, Communications Group. 

Senior Media Coordinator. 

Media Coordinator. 

Marketing Communications Manager. 

Marketing Communications Coordinator. 

(d) General Manager, Communications Group — mobile telephone. 

Senior Media Coordinator — mobile telephone and pool vehicle. 

Media Coordinator — mobile telephone. 

Marketing Communications Manager — mobile telephone. 

Marketing Communications Coordinator — mobile telephone. 

(e) Refer to (d). 

Busselton Water 

(a) one 

(b) $69,100p.a. 

(c) Manager, Customer Service 

(d) Reimbursement for use of private vehicle 
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(e) (i) Nil 

(ii) Annual Allowance 

Aqwest 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(e) Not applicable 

Office of the Minister for Water 

Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice LA4537. 

Mental Health Commission 

(a) 2 

(b) FTE 1.0 — Level 7-3    $95301 to $102449 

FTE 0.7 — Level 6-4    $81501 to $90249 

(c) Manager, Communications & Community Education. 

Communications Officer. 

(d) Manager, Communications & Community Education — mobile phone. 

(e) (i)  Mobile phoned used for work purposes and reasonable private use. 

(ii)  Nil. 

Drug and Alcohol Office 

(a) One. 

(b) Salary band for this FTE is Level 6 GOSAC — $81,501 to $90,249. 

(c) Communications and Media Manager. 

(d)-(e) This employee does not receive any entitlements. 

Office of the Minister for Mental Health 

The Minister for Mental Health was sworn in on 14th December 2010 and as such did not have a Ministerial 
Office during that time period. 

 GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

4552. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; 
Housing; Minister Assisting the Treasurer 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister’s control, including his Office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including:  

(i) public;  

(ii) corporate; and  

(iii) media relations; and 

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees;  

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees;  

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and  

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for:  

(i) phone entitlements; and  

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Ministerial Office 

Please refer to the Premier's answer for Legislative Assembly question on notice 4537. 

Small Business Development Corporation 

(a) Three 
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(b)-(c) Media Officer- $81,501- $90,249 pa 

Corporate Communications and Events Officer- $70 037 — $77,405 pa 

Marketing Officer $55,913 — $60,707 pa 

(d) All officers have access to pool vehicles and telephones as necessary for work related use.  

(e) The Media Officer (Level 6) is provided with a Blackberry device for work related telephone 
communications and internet/email access.  

WorkCover WA 

(a) One 

(b) $70 037 to $77 405 

(c) Project Officer Level 5 

(d) Nil 

(e) Not applicable 

Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(e) Not applicable 

The Department of Commerce (including the Science, Innovation and Business Division 

(a) 21 employees (including three part-time employees) deliver services to the whole of the Department of 
Commerce (including the Science, Innovation and Business Division). 

(b)-(e) Director  $108,125 – $117,441 mobile phone provided, vehicle provided 
Communications Manager $95,301 – $102,144 mobile phone provided 
Publications Manager $81,501 – $90,249 mobile phone provided 
Online Services Manager $81,501 – $90,249 mobile phone provided 
Senior Promotions Coordinator $81,501 – $90,249 mobile phone provided 
Technical Comms Officer $81,501 – $90,249 mobile phone provided 
Media Officer $81,501 – $90,249 mobile phone provided 
Media Officer $81,501 – $90,249 mobile phone provided 
Media Liaison Officer $81,501 – $90,249 mobile phone provided 
Journalist $81,501 – $90,249 mobile phone provided 
Senior Communications Officer $70,037 – $77,405 mobile phone provided 
Senior Online Services Officer $70,037 – $77,405 
Communications Officers $62,959 – $66,538 
Communications Officers $62,959 – $66,538 
Online Services Officer $62,959 – $66,538 
Senior Promotions Officer $62,959 – $66,538 
Online Services Assistant $55,913 – $60,707 
Promotions Officer $55,913 – $60,707 
Publications Officer $48,730 – $52,916 
Promotions Assistant $48,730 – $52,916 
Administrative Assistant $48,730 – $52,916 

The Department of Housing as at 13 December 2010:  

(a) 7 

(b)-(e) [See paper 3079.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VEHICLE CLEANING 

4554. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

For each department and agency within the Deputy Premier’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) as at 23 November 2010, how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency;  

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle;  
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(c) if any vehicle was commercially cleaned since 23 September 2008, please provide:  

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill;  

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned;  

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and  

(iv) advise whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; and  

(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle;  

(e) if any vehicle was commercially detailed since 23 September 2008, please provide:  

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and detailing bill;  

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially detailed;  

(iii) the address where the vehicle is detailed; and  

(iv) advise whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and  

(f) please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or agency since 
23 September 2008? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

For the period of 23 September 2008 – 20 April 2010 please refer to legislative Assembly Question on 
Notice 2429-2445. From April 2010 – 23 November 2010 please find the answer below. 

Department of Health 

(a) 2,201. 

(b) Each vehicle is supplied with fuel cards that can be used by staff to clean cars at commercial car 
washing facilities.  Vehicles may also be cleaned/detailed at home or on site by health service staff or 
by mobile cleaning/detailing services. 

(c) [See paper 3076.] 

(d) Each vehicle is supplied with fuel cards that can be used at commercial car washing facilities.  Vehicles 
may also be detailed on-site using mobile cleaning/detailing services. 

(e)-(f) [See paper 3076.] 

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (incorporating the Nurses and Midwives Board of Western 
Australia) 

(a) Nil. 

(b)-(f) Not applicable. 

Health and Disability Services Complaints Office 

(a) One. 

(b) Nil. 

(c)-(f) Not applicable. 

Healthway 

(a) 6 vehicles. 

(b) Mobile car wash unit. 

(c) (i)  1CFW063: $550 p.a. 
1CDO868 (replaced with 1DGC079): $60 p.a. 
1DGC079: $300 p.a. 
1CWD642: $320 p.a. 
1CWD027: $900 p.a. 
1DFN465: $300 p.a. 
1DMV421 (new): Nil 

(ii) 1CFW063 and 1CWD027 are cleaned once per month. The remainder of the fleet are cleaned 
once every two months. 

(iii) Healthway's premises: Outram St, West Perth. 

(iv) Yes; during office hours. 
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(d) Nil. 

(e) Not applicable. 

(f) Total car cleaning costs are approximately $2,500 per annum cumulatively across the fleet. 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a) 41. 

(b) All Department of Indigenous Affairs (DIA) vehicles are home garaged and staff wash vehicles at no 
cost to the Department as part of that arrangement.  On occasion, in performing the business of DIA, 
vehicles may require extraordinary cleaning i.e. when a vehicle has visited a remote site.  In these 
instances the vehicle will be cleaned at a local drive-through car wash. 

(c) [See paper 3076.] 

(d) DIA has no formal arrangements for detailing vehicles.  Vehicles are only detailed when, in the course 
of conducting DIA business, the vehicle becomes extraordinarily soiled. 

(e) [See paper 3076.] 

(f) The total cleaning cost for all vehicles is $4,329.63. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VEHICLE CLEANING 

4562. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development 

For each department and agency within the Deputy Premier’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) as at 23 November 2010, how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency;  

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle;  

(c) if any vehicle was commercially cleaned since 23 September 2008, please provide:  

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill;  

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned;  

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and  

(iv) advise whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; and  

(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle;  

(e) if any vehicle was commercially detailed since 23 September 2008, please provide:  

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and detailing bill;  

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially detailed;  

(iii) the address where the vehicle is detailed; and  

(iv) advise whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and  

(f) please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or agency 
since 23 September 2008? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Office of Energy 

(a) Five. 

(b) Drivers are permitted to use car washing facilities provided by Vehicle Fuel Card providers. 

(c) No vehicles are commercially cleaned. 

(i-iv)  Not applicable. 

(d) No detailing arrangements are provided for vehicles. 

(e) (i-vi)  Not applicable. 

(f) $169.93 

Independent Market Operator 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(f) Not applicable. 
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Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(a) 68 

(b) Central office pool cars and Director General's car commercially cleaned.  Other vehicles cleaned by 
drivers.  WestOne and Education and Training International vehicle commercially cleaned. 

(c) (i)  Central office $25 per vehicle; WestOne $18; ETI $50. 

(ii) Director General — monthly.  Pool cars — fortnightly.  WestOne and ETI monthly. 

(iii) Central office — 151 Royal Street East Perth 

WestOne, 1 Prospect Place, West Perth 

ETI, 123 Adelaide Terrace, East Perth 

(iv) Yes, cars cleaned during office hours 

(d) High pressure water clean and internal vacuuming and wipe down. 

(e) No vehicles are commercially detailed 

(f) Central office — $885.00; West One — $1,213.05 and ETI $1,690.00 

(Note the Department of Training and Workforce Development commenced on 31 October 2009) 

Central Institute of Technology 

(a) 38. 

(b) Vehicle custodians are personally responsible for cleaning the vehicle. 

(c) No vehicle has been commercially cleaned. 

(d) No vehicles are commercially detailed. 

(e) Not applicable 

(f) Not applicable 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(a) 41. 

(b) Commercial car cleaning services for general fleet vehicles were suspended in April 2010.  Only senior 
executive service cars are commercially cleaned on a weekly 'as needs basis'. 

(c) (i)  1QBD541 $119.00 
1CIP091  $238.00 
1QBD504 $170.00 
1CNZ926 $272.00 
1QBH443 $170.00 
1QBH576 $357.00 
1COG2667 $408.00 
1CXH912 $544.00 
1CLJ209 $153.00 
1COW136 $357.00 
1CON496 $510.00 
1CPY973 $561.00 
1QAT866 $136.00 
1QBD823 $68.00 
1CVK928 $107.00 
1CXD987 $255.00 
1QBI591 $187.00 
1CVW845 $153.00 
1QBI510 $136.00 
1CVW569 $68.00 
1QAR196 $136.00 
1QAR187 $34.00 
1QBJ878 $221.00 
1DBJ544 $97.00 
1DEW189 $102.00 
1DDB366 $102.00 
1DDW701 $85.00 
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1CHG997 $51.00 
1DFP681 $238.00 
1CTM912 $459.00 
1DDB901 $17.00 
1DIJ944  $204.00 
1DGX092 $221.00 
1DKT601 $34.00 
1DLP585 $51.00 

(ii) Weekly depending on availability and need. 

(iii) 1 Fleet Street, Fremantle 

(iv) Yes, vehicles cleaned during office hours. 

(d) No vehicles are commercially detailed. 

(e) Not applicable 

(f) $7,021.50 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(a) 22. 

(b) Pin Point Cleaning wash and vacuum the cars.  3 vehicles at Gascoyne and Wiluna campuses cleaned 
by staff members. 

(c) (i)  Wagons — $95 and 4WD and buses $110. 

(ii)  Vehicles cleaned as required.  On average buses once or twice a year, wagons once a term 
and 4WD every 6 weeks. 

(iii)   Durack Institute of Technology, 175 Fitzgerald Street, Geraldton. 

(iv)  All cleaned during office hours. 

(d) No vehicles are commercially detailed. 

(e) Not applicable 

(f) $4,189.11 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(a) 23 

(b) Pool cars, buses and trucks washed by casual employee.  Home garaged cars cleaned by drivers. 

(c) (i) Managing Director's car $200. 

(ii)   Vehicle cleaned as required which was 4 times during this period. 

(iii)   Buff and Polish, Minna Street, Albany. 

(iv) All cleaned during office hours. 

(d) No vehicles are commercially detailed. 

(e) Not applicable 

(f) $8,709. 

KimberleyTAFE 

(a) 41 

(b) Vehicles washed by staff member or technicians employed by Kimberley TAFE. 

(c) No vehicles have been commercially cleaned. 

(d) No vehicles are commercially detailed. 

(e) Not applicable 

(f) Nil 

CY O'Connor Institute 

(a) 37 

(b) Vehicles washed by staff member at Northam and Merredin campuses. Vehicles at Narrogin are 
commercially cleaned. 
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(c) (i)   $40 per vehicle. 

(ii)    As required, on average once a month. 

(iii)      Dee Kays Auto Dealers, Eston Street, Narrogin. 

(iv)     Vehicles cleaned when available sometimes at weekends. 

(d) No vehicles are commercially detailed. 

(e) Not applicable 

(f) $4,992.00 

Pilbara TAFE 

(a) 25 

(b) Vehicles washed by staff member. 

(c) No vehicles have been commercially cleaned. 

(d) No vehicles are commercially detailed. 

(e) Not applicable 

(f) $1,750. 

Polytechnic West 

(a) 72 

(b) Vehicle custodians are personally responsible for cleaning the vehicle.  

(c) No vehicles are commercially cleaned. However, in certain circumstances if a vehicle has returned from 
country travel a commercial car wash facility may be used.  Such arrangements are ad hoc and details of 
frequency and location is not readily available. 

(d) No vehicles are commercially detailed. 

(e) Not applicable 

(f) The cost of cleaning is not readily available and would require the allocation of significant resources. 

South West Institute of Technology 

(a) 20 

(b) Vehicles washed by warden staff during their duty hours. 

(c) No vehicles have been commercially cleaned. 

(d) No vehicles are commercially detailed. 

(e) Not applicable 

(f) Nil 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(a) 15 

(b) Managing Director's vehicle is commercially but fleet car drivers are responsible for cleaning their 
cars.  However, hospitality van which is used for food transportation is commercially cleaned. 

(c) (i) 1CLO409 $990.00 
1CXE442 $65.00 
1DAW627 $265.00 
1QBD592 $535.00 
1QBF945 $27.28 
1QBI197 $25.00 
1QBI853 $170.00 
1QBK717 $380.00 

(ii)  As required and requested. 

(iii)  35 Kendrew Crescent, Joondalup 

(iv)   Vehicles cleaned when available sometimes at weekends. 

(d) No vehicles are commercially detailed. 
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(e) Not applicable 

(f) $1,742.28 

Department of Education Services 

For the period of 23 September 2008 to 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on 
Notice 2433. 

For the period 21 April 2010 to 23 November 2010 please find the answer below: 

(a) Eight (plus two vehicles in disposal process) 

(b) Five vehicles are allocated car wash facilities on fuel card.  Three vehicles are washed by their drivers 
at their own expense. 

(c) (i)-(iv)  Not applicable 

(d) Nil 

(e) Not applicable 

(f) Five vehicles' total cleaning costs is $152.49 

Construction Training Fund 

(a) Four — two sedans and two utes 

(b) Users of sedans self clean. Users of utes commercially cleaned when required 

(c) (i) $55 per clean 

(ii) As required 

(iii) onsite mobile service 

(iv) Yes. 

(d)-(e) Nil 

(f) Sedan detailed one time   $79 per detail 

Utes detailed three times $55 per detail 

Total   $234 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - VEHICLE CLEANING 

4565. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

For each department and agency within the Deputy Premier’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) as at 23 November 2010, how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency;  

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle;  

(c) if any vehicle was commercially cleaned since 23 September 2008, please provide:  

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill;  

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned;  

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and  

(iv) advise whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; and  

(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle;  

(e) if any vehicle was commercially detailed since 23 September 2008, please provide:  

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and detailing bill;  

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially detailed;  

(iii) the address where the vehicle is detailed; and  

(iv) advise whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and  

(f) please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or agency since 
23 September 2008? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Department of Water  

(a) 122 

(b) Staff have the ability to use car wash facilities at service stations through the fleet fuel cards allocated to 
each vehicle. 
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(c) For the period of 23 September 2008 – 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on 
Notice 2429-2445. 

From 21 April 2010 – 23 November 2010 please find the answer below: 

Not applicable 

(d) Nil 

(e) For the period of 23 September 2008 – 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on 
Notice 2429-2445. 

From 21 April 2010 – 23 November 2010 please find the answer below: 

Nil. 

(f) For the period of 23 September 2008 – 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on 
Notice 2429-2445. 

From 21 April 2010 – 23 November 2010 please find the answer below: 

Nil. 

Water Commission  

(a) 1051 

(b) Washing arrangements are provided on "as required" basis. 

(c) The Water Corporation's pool vehicles are cleaned using waterless equipment on a rotation basis. 

(i) On average, $30 per car to clean pool vehicles. Allocated passenger vehicles and commercial 
vehicles are cleaned by the individual users as required. 

(ii) As required, depending on how dirty the vehicle becomes (for example, after site visits). 

(iii) At Water Corporation locations throughout the State. 

(iv) During office hours. 

(n) Clean and vacuum. 

(d) Commercial detailing was carried out on 15 pool vehicles only. 

(e) On average, $100 per vehicle for commercial detailing. 

(i) Only as required when the vehicle is extremely dirty. 

(ii) 629 Newcastle Street, Leederville. 

(iii) Pool vehicles are detailed during office hours. 

(iv) The average cleaning cost for the 26 month period from 23 September 2008 is $100 for a 
commercial vehicle and $44 for a passenger vehicle. 

Busselton Water 

(a) 12 

(b) 3 of the vehicles are washed by the drivers at their residences.  Remaining 9 vehicles are washed by 
staff at the works depot when required. 

(c)-(f) Not applicable 

Department of Water  

(a) 14 

(b) Completed in house 

(c) Not applicable 

(d) Nil 

(e) Not applicable 

(f) Nil 

Mental Health Commission 

(a) Six. 

(b) There are no prescribed guidelines for this, drivers are responsible for vehicles, unless this forms part of 
routine maintenance and is part of the service provision. 
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(c) For the period of 23 September 2008 – 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on 
Notice 2442 

From 21 April 2010 – 23 November 2010 - Nil. 

(d) Nil  

(e) For the period of 23 September 2008 – 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on 
Notice 2442 

From 21 April 2010 - 23 November 2010 - Nil. 

(f) For the period of 23 September 2008 – 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on 
Notice 2442.  

From 21 April 2010 – 23 November 2010 -  Not applicable. 

Drug and Alcohol Office 

(a) Seven 

(b) [See paper 3081.] 

(c) For the period of 23 September 2008 – 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on 
Notice 2442 

From 21 April 2010 – 23 November 2010 — [See paper 3081.] 

(d) Nil 

(e) For the period of 23 September 2008 – 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on 
Notice 2442 

From 21 April 2010 – 23 November 2010 — [See paper 3081.] 

(f) For the period of 23 September 2008 – 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on 
Notice 2442 

From 21 April 2010 – 23 November 2010 — [See paper 3081.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VEHICLE CLEANING 

4568. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; 
Housing; Minister Assisting the Treasurer 

For each department and agency within the Deputy Premier’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) as at 23 November 2010, how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency;  

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle;  

(c) if any vehicle was commercially cleaned since 23 September 2008, please provide:  

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill;  

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned;  

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and  

(iv) advise whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; and  

(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle;  

(e) if any vehicle was commercially detailed since 23 September 2008, please provide:  

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and detailing bill;  

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially detailed;  

(iii) the address where the vehicle is detailed; and  

(iv) advise whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and  

(f) please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or agency since 
23 September 2008? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The Department of Commerce  

(a) 205  

(b) Vehicle fuel cards allow access to carwash facilities at petrol stations. Alternatively, the driver 
themselves may wash at their residence. 
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(c) Not applicable 

(d) Commercial car detailing is not permitted unless exceptional circumstances. 

(e) For the period of 23 September 2008 — 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question 
on Notice 2429-2445.  From 21 April 2010 — 23 November 2010 please find the answer below: 

(i) One vehicle. $280.00 

(ii) Only in exceptional circumstances. 

(iii) Vehicle at employee residence. 

(iv) During office hours. 

(f) For the period of 23 September 2008 — 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question 
on Notice 2429-2445.  From 21 April 2010 — 23 November 2010 please find the answer below: 

Car Detailing = $280.00 

WorkCover WA  

(a) 14 

(b) Agency fuel cards provide for cleaning. 

(c)-(f) Not Applicable  

Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission 

(a) One  

(b) SG Fleet Australia Pty Ltd fuel card 

(c)-(f) Not Applicable  

Small Business Development Corporation 

(a) 7 

(b) Regular drivers are responsible for washing of the vehicles and are authorised to put the vehicle through 
a service station car wash from time to time. 

(c)-(f) Not Applicable  

Science, Innovation and Business Division of the Department of Commerce  

(a) 13 

(b) Vehicle fuel cards allow access to carwash facilities at petrol stations. Alternatively, the driver 
themselves may wash at their residence. 

(c)-(f) Not Applicable  

The Department of Housing 

(a) 195 Vehicles 

(b) Departmental vehicles are cleaned by three separate not for profit organisations employing people with 
disabilities. 

These not for profit organisations are:  

Intework;  
Work Power Inc; and  
Essential Personnel. 

(c) (i) These not for profit organisations provide an ad hoc cleaning service utilising people with 
disabilities to clean vehicles available at that time. This is a development arrangement rather 
than a commercial agreement.  

From 21 April 2010 — 23 November 2010, the total paid to Intework, Work Power and 
Essential Personnel is $9 178.  The total number of vehicles is 195, which equates to the 
cleaning cost of approximately $47.05 per vehicle during this period. 

For the period of 23 September 2008 — 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly 
question on notice 2435. 

(ii) Ad hoc 

(iii) The addresses are: 
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6 Ilkeston Place, Mirrabooka;  
21 Old Northern Highway, Midland;  
42 Queen Street, Fremantle; 
11 Pinjarrah Road, Mandurah; 
17 Manning Road, Cannington; 
297 Fitzgerald Street, Northam; 
33 Bates Street, Merredin; 
99 Plain Street, East Perth 

(iv) Vehicles are cleaned during office hours 

(d) Nil 

(e) (i) For the period of 23 September 2008 — 20 April 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly 
question on notice 2429-2445.  For the period 21 April 2010 — 23 November 2010; Nil 

(ii)-iv) Not applicable 

(f) Please refer to (c)(i) above 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS 

4570. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

For each department and agency within the Deputy Premier’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 

(i) 2009–2010; and  

(ii) March 2009 to date; 

(b) please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female victim, male/female 
perpetrator;  

(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

The time period for parts (a i-ii) is 1 January 2009 – 13 December 2010. 

Department of Health 

(a) 2,272.   

(b) [See paper 3077.] 

(c) 90 incidents where assault was alleged are known to have been reported to WA Police. 

(d) Three reports are known to have resulted in convictions.   

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (including Nurses and Midwives Board of Western Australia); 
Health and Disability Services Complaints Office and Healthway 

(a) Nil. 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a) Nil. 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS 

4578. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 

(i) 2009–2010; and  

(ii) March 2009 to date; 

(b) please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female victim, male/female 
perpetrator;  
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(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Office of Energy 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Independent Market Operator 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Central Instituteof Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

KimberleyTAFE 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

CY O'Connor Institute 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Pilbara TAFE 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Polytechnic West 

(a) (i)  3 

(ii) 3 

(b) Midland campus, 29 June 2009, Victim male, Perpetrator male 

Bentley campus, 29 May 2009, Victim female, Perpetrator female 

Balga campus, 20 August 2010, Victim male, Perpetrator male 

(c) 3 

(d) Polytechnic West is not aware of any convictions 

South West Institute of Technology 

(a) (i)  4 

(ii) 4 
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(b) Busselton campus, 30 June 2010, Victims male and female, Perpetrator male 

Collie campus, 30 August 2010 2009, Victims females, Perpetrator male 

Bunbury campus, 3 August 2010, Victim male, Perpetrator male 

Margaret River campus, 8 September 2010, Victim male, Perpetrator male 

(c) 3 

(d) South West IT is not aware of any convictions 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(a) (i)   None 

(ii) 1 

(b) West Coast IT, 2 August 2010, Victim male, Perpetrator male 

(c) 1 

(d) West Coast IT is not aware of any conviction. 

Department of Education Services 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Construction Training Fund 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS 

4581. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 

(i) 2009–2010; and  

(ii) March 2009 to date; 

(b) please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female victim, male/female 
perpetrator;  

(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Department of Water 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Water Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Busselton Water 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Aqwest 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Mental Health Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 
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Drug & Alcohol Office 

(a) (i-ii) For the period 1 January 2009 to 13 December 2010 23 incidents were reported by staff.  

(b) [See paper 3082.] 

(c)  3 incidents of alleged assault were reported to the Western Australia Police. 

(d) The Drug and Alcohol Office is not aware of convictions resulting from reported assaults. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS 

4584. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; 
Housing; Minister Assisting the Treasurer 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 

(i) 2009–2010; and  

(ii) March 2009 to date; 

(b) please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female victim, male/female 
perpetrator;  

(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The time period for parts (a i-ii) is 1 January 2009-13 December 2010. 

Small Business Development Corporation 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission  

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

WorkCover WA 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

The Department of Commerce  

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

Science, Innovation and Business Division of the Department of Commerce: 

(a) Nil 

(b)-(d) Not applicable. 

The Department of Housing  

(a) 15 

(i) 15 

(ii) 15 

(b) [See paper 3080.] 

(c) 7  

(d) Nil 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCIES 

4586. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

For the period 20 April 2010 to 23 November 2010, I ask: 

(a) what are the names, titles and levels of senior executives who have taken voluntary redundancies; and 
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(i) have these positions been re-filled, either in an acting or substantive way; and  

(ii) if so, which ones; and 

(b) for each of the voluntary redundancies:  

(i) what was the total cost of these voluntary redundancies;  

(ii) what were the conditions of payment for the senior executives to receive the voluntary 
redundancies; and  

(iii) will the Deputy Premier table a copy of the conditions; and  

(A) if not, why not? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Department of Health 

(a) Dr Robin Joseph Enfield Kirk, Director Medical Services (Wheatbelt), Director Medical Services 
Year 5. 

(i)-(ii) Yes.  Director Medical Services (Wheatbelt) in a half-time capacity at 0.5 FTE. 

(b) (i)  $340,405.63 

(ii)-(iii)  Severance payments are calculated in accordance with the conditions set out in the Public 
Sector Management (Redeployment and Redundancy) Regulations 1994, Part 5, Section 20.   

A copy of the Regulations can be accessed at —  
http://www.slp.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_1960_homepage.html. 

(A)  Not applicable. 

Nurses and Midwives Board of Western Australia; Health and Disability Services Complaints Office; Healthway 

(a)-(b) Not applicable 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a) Ms Noela Taylor, Executive Director Policy and Reform, Class 1. 

(i) No. 

(ii) Not applicable. 

(b) (i)  Total cost including annual and long service leave entitlements was $208,013.09. 

(ii) The voluntary redundancy resulted following a restructure of the Department of Indigenous 
Affairs 

(iii) No. 

(A)  The terms and conditions of a voluntary severance are set out in the Public Sector 
Management (Redeployment and Redundancy) Regulations 1994, which are publicly 
available. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCIES 

4594. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development 

For the period 20 April 2010 to 23 November 2010, I ask: 

(a) what are the names, titles and levels of senior executives who have taken voluntary redundancies; and 

(i) have these positions been re-filled, either in an acting or substantive way; and  

(ii) if so, which ones; and 

(b) for each of the voluntary redundancies:  

(i) what was the total cost of these voluntary redundancies;  

(ii) what were the conditions of payment for the senior executives to receive the voluntary 
redundancies; and  

(iii) will the Deputy Premier table a copy of the conditions; and  

(A) if not, why not? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Office of Energy 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 
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(b)  Not applicable 

Independent Market Operator 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 

Central Institute of Technology 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 

Kimberley TAFE 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 

CY O'Connor Institute 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 

Pilbara TAFE 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 

Polytechnic West 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 

South West Institute of Technology 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 

Department of Education Services 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 

Construction Training Fund 

(a)  No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancy 

(b)  Not applicable 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCIES 

4597. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

For the period 20 April 2010 to 23 November 2010, I ask: 

(a) what are the names, titles and levels of senior executives who have taken voluntary redundancies; and 

(i) have these positions been re-filled, either in an acting or substantive way; and  

(ii) if so, which ones; and 

(b) for each of the voluntary redundancies:  

(i) what was the total cost of these voluntary redundancies;  

(ii) what were the conditions of payment for the senior executives to receive the voluntary 
redundancies; and  

(iii) will the Deputy Premier table a copy of the conditions; and  

(A) if not, why not? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Department of Water 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

Water Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

Busselton Water 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

Aqwest 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

Mental Health Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

Drug and Alcohol Office 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCIES 

4600. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce; Science and Innovation; 
Minister Assisting the Treasurer 

For the period 20 April 2010 to 23 November 2010, I ask: 

(a) what a For the period 1 April 2009 – 28 February 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Questions 
on Notice range 2203–2219. For the period 1 March 2010 – 13 December 2010 please find the answer below: 

re the names, titles and levels of senior executives who have taken voluntary redundancies; and 

(i) have these positions been re-filled, either in an acting or substantive way; and  

(ii) if so, which ones; and 

(b) for each of the voluntary redundancies:  

(i) what was the total cost of these voluntary redundancies;  

(ii) what were the conditions of payment for the senior executives to receive the voluntary 
redundancies; and  
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(iii) will the Deputy Premier table a copy of the conditions; and  

(A) if not, why not? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Small Business Development Corporation 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

WorkCover WA 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

Department of Commerce 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

The Science, Innovation and Business Division of the Department of Commerce 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

The Department of Housing  

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

METROPOLITAN HOSPITALS — NURSE VACANCIES 

4604. Mr R.H. Cook to the Minister for Health 

(1) How many unfilled vacancies currently exist at each metropolitan hospital for registered nurses and 
enrolled nurses; and 

(a) how long has each vacancy existed; 

(b) what action is being taken to fill these positions; 

(c) are any of these vacancies being back-filled by agency or contract nurses; and 

(i) if so, what company is providing these nurses; and 

(ii) if so, how many agency or contract nurses are currently filling vacancies at each 
hospital? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

As at 10 January 2011 Western Australian public hospitals had the following vacancies for registered nurses and 
enrolled nurses: 

Child and Adolescent Health Service 

Princess Margaret Hospital 

(1)  Registered Nurses:  25.88 FTE 

Enrolled Nurses:  2.28 FTE 

(a)  Vacancies exist for up to 3 months. 

(b)  The recruitment, selection and appointment process is in progress. 

(c)  No. 

(i - ii)   Not applicable.  

North Metropolitan Area Health Service 

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital 

(1)  Registered Nurses:  31.70 FTE 

Enrolled Nurses:  8.02 FTE 
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(a)  Between 1 month and 3 years (due to secondments). 

(b)  Ongoing recruitment. 

International recruitment through Department of Health. 

Increasing graduate numbers in programs. 

Focus on retention of current staff. 

Refresher and re-registration courses. 

(c)  Yes. 

(i)  NurseWest for Casual staff, and the following agencies are used:  Drake, Hendercare, 
Mediserve, Randstad, West Australian Nurses Agency, ACES, ACEPS, and Choice 1. 

(ii)  36 shifts of casual & agency nurses utilised in the 24 hour period 10 January 2011. 

Osborne Park Hospital 

(1)  Registered Nurses:  18.97 FTE 

Enrolled Nurses:  Nil FTE 

(a)  Between 1 - 3 months. 

(b)  Advertising, Casual Staff, Part Time staff increasing hours as necessary, and Graduate Nurses. 

(c)  Yes. 

(i)  NurseWest for Casual staff, and the following agencies are used: Drake, CPE Healthcare, 
Hendercare Nursing, Mediserve, West Australian Nurses Agency, Flex Health Services, IPA 
Personnel, and Choice 1. 

(ii)  5 shifts of casual & agency nurses utilised in the 24 hr period 10 January 2011. 

NMAHS Mental Health 

(1)  Registered Nurses:  21.5 FTE 

Enrolled Nurses:  17.75 FTE 

(a)  Between 3 weeks and 3 years. 

(b)  Graduate Registered Nurse and Enrolled Nurse programs, open pool recruitment, secondments, and 
fixed term temporary contracts. 

(c)  Yes. 

(i)  NurseWest and Mediserve. 

(ii)  42 shifts of casual & agency nurses utilised in the 24 hour period 10 January 2011. 

King Edward Memorial Hospital 

(1)  Registered Nurses:  23.74 FTE 

Enrolled Nurses:  Nil FTE 

(a)  Up to 12 months.   

(b)  Ongoing recruitment, and intrastate, interstate and overseas recruitment via the Department of 
Health's Office of the Nursing and Midwifery Officer. 

(c)  Yes. 

(i)  NurseWest and King Edward Memorial Hospital casual pool. 

(ii)  63 shifts of casual and agency nurses utilised in the 24 hour period 10 January 2011. 

Swan Kalamunda Health Service 

(1)  Registered Nurses:  12 FTE           

Enrolled Nurses:  3 FTE 

(a)  Between 1 and 6 months. 

(b)  Ongoing recruitment; international recruitment through Department of Health; increasing 
graduate numbers in programs; offering increased hours to current staff; fixed term contracts; 
increase recruitment to casual pool; and focus on retention of current staff. 

(c)  Yes. 
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(i)  NurseWest and the following agencies: Drake, CPE Healthcare, Hendercare Nursing, 
Mediserve, West Australian Nurses Agency, Flex Health Services, IPA Personnel, 
and Choice 1. 

(ii)  13 shifts of casual and agency nurses utilised in the 24 hour period 10 January 2011. 

South Metropolitan Area Health Service 

Armadale Health Service 

(1)  Registered Nurse:  4.57 FTE  

(a)  Between 1-8 weeks with one senior nurse appointment vacant 6 months. 

(b)  RN vacancies all currently advertised through WA Health jobs-online in various stages of 
recruitment. Senior Nurse position recruitment yielded unsuccessful applicants twice and now 
currently readvertised. 

(c)  Yes on a shift by shift basis only and dependent on clinical requirements. 

(i)  Nurse West. 

(ii)  26 shifts of casual and agency nurses utilised in the 24 hour period 10 January 2011. 

Bentley Health Service 

(1)  Registered Nurses:  22.23 FTE 

Enrolled Nurses:  2 FTE 

(a)  12 months. 

(b)  Regular advertising is undertaken to fill the vacancies. 

(c)  Yes, on a shift by shift basis only and dependent on clinical requirements. 

(i)  Nurse West. 

(ii)  14 shifts of casual and agency nurses utilised in the 24 hour period 10 January 2011. 

Fremantle Hospital and Health Service 

(1)  Registered Nurse:  48 FTE 

(a)  Average 6 weeks.  

(b)  Open recruitment pools for areas of special needs including Emergency Department and 
Operating Rooms.  Other more general vacant positions are filled through Graduate Nurse 
placement at completion of graduate programs (RN &EN). 

(c)  Yes, on a shift by shift basis only and dependent on clinical requirements. 

(i)  Nurse West.  

(ii)  66 shifts of casual and agency nurses utilised in the 24 hour period 10 January 2011. 

Rockingham Peel Group 

(1)  Registered Nurse:  12.25 FTE 

Enrolled Nurse:  0.5 FTE 

(a)  Varies — activity driven longest 4 months. 

(b) Open recruitment pools, and staff transfers within the South Metropolitan Area Health Service. 

(c)  Yes, on a shift by shift basis only and dependent on clinical requirements. 

(i)  Nurse West.  

(ii)  8 shifts of casual and agency nurses utilised in the 24 hour period 10 January 2011. 

Royal Perth Hospital 

(1)  A total of 63 FTE (57 FTE RN and 6 FTE EN) has been allocated to new nursing graduates who are 
commencing employment in mid January 2011. 

(a)  No position has been vacant for greater than 6 months. 

(b)  Vacancies are advertised and recruited.  

(c)  Yes, on a shift by shift basis only and dependent on clinical requirements. 

(i)  Nurse West.  

(ii)  76 shifts of casual and agency nurses utilised in the 24 hour period 10 January 2011. 

__________ 


