
 

 

Legislative Assembly 

Wednesday, 21 October 2009 

                 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams) took the chair at 9.00 am, and read prayers. 

ESPERANCE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL — REGISTRATION FOR YEARS 11 AND 12 

Petition 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [9.01 am]: I have a petition from 212 petitioners regarding 
the Esperance Anglican Community School. It states — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, are opposed to the decision of the State Government to not grant registration for 
years 11 and 12 to the Esperance Anglican Community School and reason that parents and children of 
Esperance are entitled to choice in education. Furthermore diversity of education adds to the attraction 
of the South-East region for professional and skilled workers therefore bolstering the economy. 

Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to recommend and support the granting of registration for years 
11 and 12 to the Esperance Anglican Community School. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your 
petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray 

[See petition 159.] 

PAPER TABLED 

A paper was tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house. 

EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE — INQUIRY INTO THE  
FRESH START ILLICIT DRUG PROGRAM AND NALTREXONE IMPLANTS 

AUSTRALIAN ABRUZZO EARTHQUAKE APPEAL 

Removal of Notices — Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): I advise members that private members’ notices of motions 10 and 
11, notice of which was given on 12 May 2009, will be removed from the next notice paper unless written 
notification is provided to the Clerk requesting that the notices be continued. 

BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS 

Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [9.03 am]: In February this year I requested the Director General 
of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet to undertake a review of Western Australia’s bushfire 
preparedness and to report to cabinet on the findings. I also committed that I would table the report, making it 
available for the public. The review found that Western Australia is well placed to respond to bushfires, with 
well-established plans and arrangements and strong relationships between the agencies and organisations 
involved. Areas of concern were identified, but it should be noted that since this review was conducted and the 
various recommendations made, the Liberal-National government has taken strong action to better prepare the 
state and place it at the forefront of quality bushfire control and management. The government has introduced 
critical amendments in the Bush Fires Amendment Bill 2009, which is an urgent bill and is now being 
considered in the Legislative Council after being passed by this house. The government has also introduced the 
Arson Legislation Amendment Bill 2009, which will extend criminal liability to all damage, injury or death 
directly caused by arson. We will hopefully have this in place for the coming fire season to send a clear message 
to arsonists that this government treats arson as one of the most serious criminal offences. 

The government takes seriously its commitment to all areas of community safety and will continue making 
improvements to the state’s capacity to protect people and property from the 6 000 bushfires we experience each 
year. Given the tragedy in Victoria earlier this year, I hope that all members of Parliament support our 
endeavours and make a constructive contribution to preventing bushfires and hopefully preventing tragedy in 
Western Australia. I table the report. 

[See paper 1557.] 
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BUNBURY — TOP TOURISM TOWN AWARD 

Statement by Minister for Tourism 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Tourism) [9.05 am]: As Minister for Tourism, I am 
pleased to inform the house that a number of recent developments are combining to reinvigorate Bunbury as a 
tourist destination. It is fair to say that the stars are now aligning for tourism in the region. As members may 
know, last week Bunbury was named this year’s GWN Top Tourism Town. This highly sought after and 
prestigious award, which this year celebrated its twentieth anniversary, is run by the Visitor Centre Association 
of Western Australia. It is designed to recognise the outstanding efforts made by regional towns throughout the 
state to attract and welcome visitors. 

There were a record number of nominations, with 20 towns putting forward high-quality applications. But 
Bunbury, with its great mix of tourist attractions, unique natural assets and history, was a deserving choice for 
the Top Tourism Town. Most importantly, Bunbury is demonstrating a solid commitment to continually 
enhancing its appearance, facilities and services for locals and visitors. For those who have not visited Bunbury 
lately, I am sure that they will be impressed by the changes that have occurred in recent times with the heritage-
listed silos development, the newly developed Koombana waterfront, new tourist accommodation and attraction 
facilities, and quality restaurants and cafes. The Bunbury waterfront has established itself as a vibrant centre 
where people can meet, stay and do business. Bunbury is well known for a number of ecotourism experiences, 
especially the dolphins of Koombana Bay and the Dolphin Discovery Centre. Last Sunday I had the pleasure of 
officially opening the new discovery pool, which will be the new home for an array of marine creatures. The 
opening comes just in time for the start of the dolphin season, which commences in a week and will again be 
hugely popular. 

This government recognises the importance of continually refreshing the state’s tourism products to encourage 
return visitation and, as a result, the Dolphin Discovery Centre recently secured nearly $330 000 from the 
royalties for regions program to kick-start the redevelopment of this attraction. Bunbury has long benefited from 
being recognised as the gateway to the Margaret River region. However, now, thanks to the opening of the new 
Forrest Highway, it is also on the doorstep of the greater Perth region. By cutting the travelling time, the new 
highway will encourage more people to take day trips, weekends away and mid-week short breaks in the area. In 
the first week of the highway’s opening, around 130 000 people used this new access route to travel to Bunbury. 
Given these improvements over the past few years, it was vital to develop a position and brand for Bunbury that 
reflects its transition into an attractive, vibrant regional city, and its tag line “You should see us now!” is fitting. I 
applaud the people of Bunbury for their vision, commitment and hard work in improving the city’s tourism 
potential. 

In closing, I again congratulate Bunbury on its well-deserved win as Top Tourism Town. I am sure that the 
community will reap the benefits long into the future. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL INDUSTRIES 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood-Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [9.07 am]: I wish to tell the 
house about some of the fine work underway here in the south west and great southern by officers of the 
Department of Agriculture and Food. Our officers are working hard to assist local industry, in particular our 
valuable and internationally recognised wine industry. The department works in partnership with industry and 
university researchers to support winegrowers by developing new products that appeal to consumers in high-
value markets such as the United Kingdom, the United States and Singapore. Western Australia produces 4.5 per 
cent of Australia’s wine and accounts for around 15 per cent of the nation’s wine value due to our strong 
presence in the premium wine market. 

Diana Fisher is one of the department’s viticulture development officers who is well known to the wine grape 
industry. Diana works daily to assist and promote Western Australian winegrowers. She is currently working on 
the premium wine grapes project, based at the Manjimup Horticultural Research Institute. The project has been 
very successful in encouraging the wine grape industry to adopt the latest research and development. Last month, 
in partnership with Curtin University of Technology, three seminars were presented in Margaret River, 
Manjimup and Mt Barker to update winegrowers on the work being undertaken by the department. Some other 
wine-growing regions in Western Australia have requested these information seminars, which is an indication of 
the success of last month’s seminar.  

Let me tell members more about Diana. She was brought up on a farm at Capel and graduated with a science 
degree in agriculture at the University of Western Australia. She worked in the wine and grape industry before 
joining the department. She has been editor of Wine Industry Newsletter since 2004—the department’s principal 
way of communicating advice and information to the wine industry. She is co-editor of Viticulture Spray Guide, 
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first published in 2001 and since updated biannually to provide information to industry on pest and disease 
chemical control methods. 

Diana is also very involved in development work on the effect of smoke on wine grapes through the Vineyard 
Mapping Project and is part of the Smoke Effect Working Group, a partnership between the government and 
industry to coordinate research and development of better planning and predictive systems for grape production 
and burning. Diana’s work also benefits her local community in Manjimup. For instance, she is the coordinator 
of the Manjimup Horticulture Research Institute’s Adopt-a-Spot campaign, part of the Keep Australia Beautiful 
Council initiative.  

Diana is just one of the many talented and dedicated people at the Department of Agriculture and Food who are 
leaders in their fields and nationally and internationally recognised for their work. I hope to have the opportunity 
to tell the house about more of them as time goes on. 

KIERAN WATMORE 

Statement by Minister for Health 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Health) [9.10 am]: I rise to make an apology to the family of 
Kieran Watmore. Kieran, who was a healthy 17-year-old, died on 28 August 2008 in Albany Regional Hospital 
where he had presented at the emergency department with tonsillitis. Sadly, a relatively common condition 
turned into a tragedy for Kieran and his family. 

State Coroner Mr Alistair Hope handed down his findings into Kieran’s death on 30 September 2009. The report 
found that the care provided at Albany Regional Hospital was not followed up in a manner that was adequate 
under the circumstances. The coroner found that Kieran passed away due to a series of factors that may have had 
a cumulative effect. These included severe compromises of his upper airway, which had resulted from his acute 
tonsillitis and very swollen tonsils, the fact that he was receiving relatively high doses of morphine, and 
breathing problems resulting in possible carbon dioxide retention. These factors together appear to have caused 
Kieran’s death by way of fatal asphyxia. The findings of the coroner were that Kieran’s death arose by way of 
misadventure and that Kieran would not have died if robust action had been taken in response to obviously 
abnormal clinical observations. I agree with the assessment of the coroner, whose report I have read in detail—
Kieran should not have died when he did, there were a number of systemic deficiencies that led to his death and 
these cannot be ignored. 

I intend to ensure that all six recommendations of the coroner’s report are implemented by the Department of 
Health in order to prevent a tragedy of this nature affecting another family in the future. The recommendations 
relate to matters regarding contacting on-call doctors, rostering arrangements for medical practitioners at Albany 
Regional Hospital, medical review criteria, oxygen therapy and observations of patients on patient-controlled 
analgesia. These recommendations extend in some cases to all hospitals in Western Australia, and I will ensure 
that these are implemented. 

I have personally contacted Kieran’s father, Mr Jim Watmore, and his mother, Ms Helen Soerink, and 
apologised on behalf of the government and the Department of Health. This apology is extended to Kieran’s 
siblings, Liam and Shae. I make this apology unreservedly and understand that Kieran’s family, in addition to 
losing a dear son and brother, have had to endure the distress over the past year of waiting for the outcome of the 
coronial investigation. As a father, I can only imagine the pain they must be going through knowing that 
Kieran’s death was preventable. I offer them all my sincerest sympathy on their great loss. 

TRANSPORT SUPPORT FOR SENIORS 

Grievance 

MR F.A. ALBAN (Swan Hills) [9.13 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Regional Development. I first 
would like to take this opportunity to thank the minister for delivering on a royalties for regions commitment by 
the state government to provide more support for the transport needs of seniors living in country areas. My 
request is for a small part of my electorate to be included in this great initiative. Seniors in the country generally 
do not have access to extensive public transport and often have to rely on their own means to travel. With the 
rising cost of petrol, it can be a costly exercise for many who are on limited, fixed incomes. I am aware that the 
Country Age Pension Fuel Card provides eligible age pensioners with up to $500 each financial year towards 
their travel costs over the next four years. My electorate of Swan Hills extends from Melaleuca in the west, to 
Mundaring in the south, to Wooroloo in east and to Bullsbrook in the north. To many people these towns or 
localities would be considered rural or country in nature.  

On behalf of the seniors residing in the towns of Bullsbrook and Gidgegannup, I request that those seniors who 
qualify for the Country Age Pension Fuel Card be included in the scheme. I also request that the country 
disabled be given consideration to be included in this scheme. In my opinion, Bullsbrook and Gidgegannup 
would be considered by many to be country towns with country populations and country needs. It is a fact that 
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country residents do not have the facilities or services of their city counterparts. In the Shire of Chittering, which 
is located in the electorate of Moore, which is your electorate, Mr Speaker, just over the boundary, the residents 
are entitled to the card. However, as the towns of Bullsbrook and Gidgegannup are located within the City of 
Swan, which is a metropolitan municipality, their residents are ineligible for the scheme. There is now a good 
opportunity to address anomalies that may exist. It is a simple fact that seniors have greater health needs than 
others and, as a result, travel more frequently for regular appointments and treatments. Most specialists are 
located in the Perth central business district, more than 50 kilometres away from people living in Bullsbrook and 
Gidgegannup. Seniors residing in these areas are often told that they are too far away to qualify for the voluntary 
patient transport, which is available to people residing in the metropolitan area, but too close to qualify for the 
patient assisted travel scheme, which assists people living over 100 kilometres away from necessary medical 
services. They are caught in the middle, with no financial support for essential medical travel.  

I have held two community consultations to gauge community support for including Bullsbrook and 
Gidgegannup in the fuel card scheme, and I have had a huge turnout on both occasions. This proposal is also 
strongly supported by local residents associations. I have also contacted the relevant local government authority, 
the City of Swan, which has voted to support the move for extending the Country Age Pension Fuel Card to 
include Bullsbrook and Gidgegannup. I ask the minister to seriously consider the inclusion of these two 
townships, and others that may be in a similar circumstance, in next year’s allocation, as this will go a long way 
towards addressing the transport needs of pensioners and the disabled in this part of my electorate. 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [9.17 am]: I thank the 
member for Swan Hills for his grievance. He is quite right to indicate that the Country Age Pension Fuel Card 
has been very well received by the over 26 600 country Western Australian pensioners who are currently 
receiving and using that card. It is a very good way of providing some equity in service delivery to country 
people. We all, as country people, watched as the railway to Mandurah was expanded and the metropolitan bus 
service was put into place, but country people always felt that they were poor cousins when it came to 
government support for transport, particularly for elderly people who regularly require that service. The Liberal-
National government was very proud to introduce the Country Age Pensioner Fuel Card, which has delivered a 
great outcome. I was at Wyalkatchem in the wheatbelt a couple of weeks ago. An Aboriginal lady there said that 
it takes such a deal of pressure off those people travelling from Wyalkatchem to Northam to access regular 
medical treatment. I think that is what the fuel card was envisaged to achieve, and I think it is actually achieving 
that. The grievance by the member for Swan Hills actually picks up on some of that, in that whenever a program 
is put in place, it needs to have a boundary. Unfortunately for residents of Gidgegannup and Bullsbrook, the 
boundary for the Country Age Pensioner Fuel Card does not current include them. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Nor the people of Mandurah or Dawesville. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: It does not include the people of Mandurah or Dawesville. The member for Mandurah is 
exactly right. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: The metropolitan area does not include Mandurah and Dawesville. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The electorate of Darling Range also includes Serpentine and Jarrahdale, which are not 
eligible for the scheme. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: They are metropolitan areas, but not Mandurah and Dawesville. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Once again, if the member for Mandurah was so concerned about this, why did he not 
introduce such a scheme? He was in government. The reason we are in government is that he did not do things 
like this. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Obviously, it is a very good plan. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah! 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah! If you did not hear me then, you have heard me now. I formally call 
you for the first time. You have made that particular point in this place before—perhaps not in this particular 
venue. Although the minister is acknowledging interjections, I think you have made your point several times. I 
am sure that the minister has heard. I do not want to hear it again. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The people of Bunbury were very disappointed that the member for Mandurah did not lobby 
for the train to continue down to Bunbury. They have made that point to me again and again. If the member for 
Mandurah had not been so tardy in supporting that train, they would be happy. 
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Mr J.N. Hyde: Are you going to do it? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: No, because we have provided them with a Country Age Pension Fuel Card. It is working 
very, very well. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! If members want grievances to proceed, they should not proceed in this manner. If 
members want an opportunity to put their grievances to ministers, there will be plenty of other opportunities 
coming up. If members want today’s grievances to continue, they should not continue to interject. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Swan Hills for raising this very vital point and for his good work in 
his local community in getting the community together and going to local government. Rather than 
grandstanding in Parliament, the member for Swan Hills has worked hard in the local community to work to 
deliver an outcome, and I welcome that. I look forward, as the government considers the first year of operation 
of the Country Age Pension Fuel Card, to determining how we will go forward from that. 

For the benefit of members, Gidgegannup falls within Transperth zone 4 and the Eastern 86 bus terminates at 
Jane Brook and does not go further along Toodyay Road to service many Gidgegannup residents. Bullsbrook 
residents have five bus service connections to Midland daily. Obviously, the good people of Gidgegannup and 
Bullsbrook are concerned that even though they have some public transport, it is not at a level that is suitable to 
all of their needs. They are within their rights to make the claim. 

The other very strong lobbying that the government has received concerns the inclusion in the Country Age 
Pension Fuel Card scheme of disability pensioners who live in regional areas. That is something that the 
government will also consider in the future. Obviously, a disability pensioner is also on a fixed income, and in 
many cases needs to access medical care. Although this government has done a very good job improving the 
patient assisted travel scheme, an argument is being put by people on disability pensions that they should also be 
considered.  

The Country Age Pension Fuel Card scheme is a first for any government anywhere in Australia, and I do not 
know of any example of this anywhere else in the world. The government has moved to end an anomaly that 
existed for people who do not have access to a metropolitan train or bus service. That move has been very 
successful. The people using the card are enjoying that greatly. There are people who, unfortunately, fall on the 
wrong side of the scheme’s boundaries, and government and opposition members are lobbying very hard on their 
behalf. As a new government, we are proud to have put in place that system and to have delivered the Country 
Age Pension Fuel Card to over 26 000 regional pensioners in Western Australia. Over the coming months the 
government will review the criteria and the boundaries, and the result of those reviews will be announced in due 
course. We look forward to making the fuel card available to as many people as we can in Western Australia, 
because it is such a good policy. 

MR JOHN PARTON — WATER BILL 

Grievance 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray-Wellington — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.24 am]: I wish to robustly present 
a grievance to the Minister for Water on behalf of one of my constituents. I wrote to the minister back in August 
on behalf of my constituent Mr John Parton of Harvey about a $26 000 water bill. Mr Parton has requested the 
minister’s intervention in this matter.  

Mr Parton was alerted to a water leak on his holiday home at Myalup by the meter reading contractor. Mr Parton 
immediately went to his property to investigate the issue. There was no visible sign of leakage, other than an 
indication on the water meter that a tap was open. Mr Parton engaged a licensed plumber, who, because of the 
significant earthworks that would have been required, installed another feed between the meter and the house—a 
bypass, if you like. Therefore, the cause of the problem has never been located, other than between the meter and 
the house buried beneath beach sand, through which, it is suspected but not proven, water has leached away 
inconspicuously. There is no overt sign of any water leakage, any erosion or anything of that nature. The leak 
appears to have been remedied by the plumber.  

From these photographs, members can see that this gentleman’s home is situated on the side of a sand dune, one 
street back from the ocean, with a walkway going down an embankment that consists of old tyres, and leading 
down the face of this sand bank in the foreground. The water meter is situated about halfway down the pathway, 
and from the photographs one can gauge the scope of earthworks that would have been required to try to locate 
the fault.  

Mr Parton normally receives a modest water bill, given the occupancy rate of the house and the absence of any 
garden or lawn, of around $30 for four or five gigalitres a year. Mr Parton has written to the Water Corporation, 
which has agreed to reduce the amount from $26 000 to about $10 000. I recommend that Mr Parton be issued 
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with another account based on previous water consumption, given that he could not reasonably be expected to be 
aware of the fault in order to remedy the problem.  

How often do any of us check the water meter in the course of a year? I cannot remember the last time I checked 
my water meter. Mr Parton has not knowingly, foolishly or inadvertently done anything wrong to incur such a 
bill. The Water Corporation has, in recent years, wasted 19.31 gigalitres—that is 19 310 000 000 litres—of water 
in the Perth metropolitan area annually. Much of this is due to leaking pipes. The Water Corporation’s response 
to mitigate this loss is to reduce the pressure. Is the Water Corporation subject to the same cost recovery on 
wasted water? That is the question I put to the minister.  

Once Mr Parton became aware of the problem he acted swiftly and diligently to repair the problem. I understand 
that the Water Corporation may not wish to waive the account, so as not to set a precedent, but I believe that 
each case must be adjudicated on its merits. Mr Parton is a small business owner in Harvey and has worked very 
hard. He has got himself a modest little fibro place at Myalup, which he enjoys with his family, and he is having 
some very stressful nights waiting on a response to this request for a reduced bill. As stated, previous bills for 
water usage for this little house over the past couple of years amounted to five kilolitres in 2006-07 and three 
kilolitres in 2007-08.  

When considering how this cost has been occurred, let us look at the bill, which indicates that on 9 March 2009 a 
Mortar meter reading was conducted which showed that 125 kilolitres had been used. Mr Parton did not receive 
a bill at that time. That would have been timely, because it may have given him an indication that he had a 
problem with water leakage at his property. The next meter reading was not done until 1 July, some months later, 
at which time 4 924 kilolitres had somehow dispersed from under Mr Parton’s property. The first 125 litres of 
water used is calculated at 64.3c. As we all know, it then escalates to 150 kilolitres at 82c and then by increments 
of 50 kilolitres and then 100 kilolitres. The rate increases to 94c, $1.12, $1.51 and so on. The amount of water 
used reaches a ceiling of some 400 kilolitres, at which the rate is $5.92, which increases to $6.71 per 1 000 litres. 
For the last 2 874 kilolitres of that bill, Mr Parton has been charged $6.71 per 1 000 litres, totalling $19 290. 
Whilst it is the responsibility of each person to gauge their water usage, as I mentioned before, I cannot recall the 
last time I checked my water meter to make sure there was no leak. Had the leak been brought to Mr Parton’s 
attention way back in March, it could easily have saved him a considerable amount of money; in fact, in the 
vicinity of $25 900. 

I presented this case to the minister some months ago. I engaged with his staff to see whether I could get an 
explanation of what may occur on this matter. Unfortunately, I have not had success in getting any answers from 
the minister’s office, despite two failed appointments with his chief of staff. I have taken this opportunity to 
bring it into this place as a grievance to get an answer to what has been a very stressful time for one of my 
constituents. I await the minister’s response.  

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [9.31 am]: I thank the member for Murray-Wellington for 
acting on behalf of Mr and Mrs Parton. Mr and Mrs Parton’s excess water consumption at their holiday home at 
5 Myalup Beach Road was 4 799 kilolitres from March 2009 to 1 July 2009. To put that in perspective, the 
average domestic consumption is about 320 kilolitres. A kilolitre, of course, is 1 000 litres of water, which is in 
fact a tonne of water. Having said that, I do understand the unfortunate situation that Mr and Mrs Parton are 
faced with. Let me, if I may, go through the chronological series of events. On 1 July 2009, a cyclic meter 
reading identified a very large leak on the internal service at the property. The meter reader left a “leak card” at 
the property, noting that the property appeared unoccupied and that the leak was not visible. The meter reader 
turned the stopcock off, preventing any further potential water wastage as per the Water Corporation’s policy.  

The high meter reading was also identified as being higher than expected under the Water Corporation’s quality 
assurance process. A meter service officer tried to call the owners, Mr and Mrs Parton, on 3 July, which is two 
days after the meter had been read, to advise of the high water use. But that attempt was unsuccessful, 
presumably because the place was unoccupied. A water use account was calculated at $25 902.45 and issued. 
Included in the account was a letter advising of a possible leak and a leak allowance form for the owner to 
complete and submit. On 13 July, the Water Corporation received the completed leak allowance application, 
which confirmed that the leak had been repaired in the internal service of the property by a licensed plumber.  

It is unfortunate that there was a significant leak in a place that was unoccupied for some months. Had the 
stopcock been turned off, the situation would have been prevented. I believe the Water Corporation recommends 
that if people’s property is unoccupied for an extended period, it is good practice to turn off the stopcock at the 
meter. The Water Corporation has looked at providing exemptions and exceptions in this case. Based on the 
previous water use policy and the estimated 4 799 kilolitres of water lost through the leak, the Water Corporation 
applied its 50 per cent allowance and brought that figure down, in deference to the situation—we understand 
accidents can happen and leaks do occur—to a consumption of 2 438 kilolitres. The allowance of 2 398 kilolitres 
was applied for the 2008-09 year, which reduced the water use account from $24 902.45 to $9 807.10, a 
reduction of $16 095.35. On 21 July a letter was issued to Mr and Mrs Parton confirming the allowance and 
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explaining how it would be applied to their account. We have allowed an exemption here and a reduction in the 
bill of 62 per cent. The property owners obviously have some responsibility, and there was an internal leak past 
the meter internally at the residence.  

Mr M.J. Cowper: It wasn’t proved.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: It was.  

On 13 July the Water Corporation received a completed leak allowance application that confirmed the leak had 
been repaired in the internal service of the property by a licensed plumber. It has always been the Water 
Corporation’s position that property owners are responsible for the condition and maintenance of their internal 
water service. I believe that any water consumed or lost through that service is a cost incurred. However, I have 
tried to show here that there is some understanding and some recognition that these things can happen, and a 
reduction has been afforded of 62 per cent on the bill, reducing it from $25 000 to $9 000.  

It is important that we also take responsibility for good and efficient water use and that we preserve a very 
valuable commodity. Mr and Mrs Parton’s account balance is currently $9 907, which includes the 2009-10 
annual service charge. The Water Corporation has offered an interest-free payment arrangement, and the 
maximum allowance payable has been granted to the account. No further adjustment is available.  

FOREST PRODUCTS COMMISSION — JOB LOSSES 

Grievance 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie-Preston) [9.38 am]: Thank you, minister. I hope the minister slept well and is not 
quite as testy as he was yesterday.  

Dr K.D. Hames: Who is your grievance to?  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: Would the member like to repeat that?  

I did not think he would.  

I firstly welcome Eaton Community College into the chamber today. It is great to see schoolkids in here and I 
welcome into the chamber also the people who were not here yesterday.  

It is sad that I have to raise this grievance, which is addressed to the Minister for Forestry. It is about job losses 
within the forest industry, particularly the plantation industry. I grieve on the issue of the Forest Products 
Commission being granted permission to terminate 70 jobs out of its much-needed environmental and tree 
planting division. Not all these job losses will come from that division, but most of them will. The sad thing 
about it is that a lot of those people live in the minister’s electorate.  

The deferral of tree planting programs will have major environmental consequences into the future. The federal 
government’s change to its funding in preparation for the introduction of the carbon pollution reduction scheme 
has resulted in funding to the commission being stalled. Unfortunately, along with that, the state government has 
withdrawn its funding, because it sees it as a like-for-like issue. If it had continued its funding, perhaps there 
would not be a need for these job cuts.  

To date the strategic tree planting program has taken place on over 500 farms, mainly throughout the south west. 
Approximately another 100 farms have been identified to participate in the tree planting program in 2010. 
However, due to the lack of funding the plantings will not take place, which will result in these job losses. If the 
funding is not forthcoming within the next six weeks, we will have another major problem, because the 2010 
planting season will be lost. There will be a hiatus within the industry, and the harvests into the future will be in 
shortfall. I understand that the industry works on about an eight-year cycle for blue gums. The seedlings need to 
be planted by the end of November this year, which is only a month out, and we need this job done. The seeds 
need to be at the nurseries so that millions of trees will be available in the future. The forest industry cannot 
afford to have another year of no growth.  

One reason for the tree planting program is to provide plantation timber. Another reason is to provide for a 
reduction in carbon emissions. We are aware that that is a major issue throughout Australia. Another reason for 
the tree planting program is that it reduces salinity problems that have been occurring in the south west. The 
forests lower the groundwater table and stop the spread of salt, which is absolutely ruining some of our rivers.  

Part of the forest management plan involves the planning, maintenance and management of plantation estates in 
order to support local timber industries. The capacity to support local timber industries and provide timber 
resources is shrinking. In the future the question for the FPC will be whether it will be able to sustain the timber 
mills. New and existing mills are questioning further investment in this industry because of shrinking resources. 
I understand from what I have read in the press that they have already made a presentation to the minister. This 
may mean further job losses in industries other than those that come under the FPC.  
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As a consequence of the funding shortfall, the FPC has proposed that a number of staff employed by the 
commission be reduced. As I said, it involves 70 people—40 who are permanent staff and the remainder who are 
on fixed-term contracts will not have their contracts extended. It will have a major impact on many of the 
country towns, some of them, as I said, are in the minister’s electorate.  

This lack of funding will impact on more than individuals. I have been through redundancies in the mining 
industry and it is soul destroying when a person is put out of work after he has worked very diligently for the 
industry over the years. It is the communities in the towns of Esperance, Albany, Collie—I think it involves 15 
people in Collie—and Manjimup that will suffer these losses. In small towns one job loss is bad enough, let 
alone 10 or 15 coming from different industries. We can add to this the further loss of income to farmers and 
local contractors. The effects of this issue will keep snowballing on country areas. There will be a loss of support 
for local communities as the government withdraws funding to the tree planting project, because businesses will 
close and farmers will lose income. Lack of funding will mean that the FPC will not be able to undertake 
maintenance work on the older plantations, and it will not be able to pay the farmers to maintain them. We have 
already debated the issue of the problem that will arise with arson arrests.  

The minister commissioned a review of the Forest Products Commission under the Haydn Lowe report. The 
review has been finalised and is currently with the minister. I ask the minister to make the report public so that 
the people in the industry will be able to work out what is proposed for the future. I really do need that report to 
be tabled so that the people concerned can see whether the problem relates to the three per cent efficiency cuts, 
job losses or cuts, or another real issue. I call on the government to support the FPC by providing additional 
funding over the next two financial years to help to reduce the proposed job losses. Minister, please, for the sake 
of the people involved, release the report so that they have the information that they need. Minister, over the 
years, the debt owed to the FPC has built up to $9 million. If the program can be restructured to enable the 
money to be paid back to the FPC, job losses should be reduced. I am not saying that we should send the 
companies that owe this money broke.  

Another issue is that over nine years forest products have contributed $32.5 million to the state government’s 
coffers. Surely $7 million to meet a short-term problem will fix this issue. I plead with the minister to consider 
providing $7 million in the short term. If that were to occur, within two years the commission would be in the 
black because the federal government would again fund the industry and we would not need these job losses. It 
is really incumbent on the minister to today give these people some hope for the future. Remember, it is a small 
town issue. People in these towns have no jobs that they can walk across the road to. They are local people and I 
ask the minister to support them.  

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood-Stirling — Minister for Forestry) [9.46 am]: I thank the member for Collie-
Preston for raising this grievance. I strongly agree with the point the member makes that no-one likes to see job 
losses. Nobody likes to see people lose their jobs, and the impact of losing a job goes well beyond the immediate 
families concerned. It goes into the community, as the member quite rightly said.  

I will provide members with a little bit of background to the Forest Products Commission, because it is 
significant in the context of where we find ourselves today, certainly given what has happened in the past couple 
of years in particular. The FPC has certainly faced challenges over the past year. Those challenges have 
impacted on its bottom line. It was impacted by the Varanus Island incident and, of course, that affected not only 
FPC but also a range of other business sectors. As members would be aware, there were a number of significant 
fires that affected FPC’s plantations. Being self-insured, as the government is, on those fronts it certainly affects 
the bottom line of the business. The global financial crisis, and the resulting drop in demand for native timber 
products in particular and the range of products that the FPC is responsible for delivering to industry, have had a 
collective impact upon the business’s bottom line. It is a statutory corporation and it is required to manage itself 
as a business and make business decisions in the fiscal environment that it finds itself in.  

One thing the government did in response to the collection of issues—and these things became a big issue for the 
FPC—was to put in a capital contribution for 2009-10 of $15.1 million. The member may not be aware of that, 
but the government made a decision through cabinet to put $15.1 million into the FPC to support its bottom line, 
given the collective impact of those particular issues. Even though $15.1 million went in, the impact on the 
business goes beyond that. It certainly has not backfilled all the concerns.  

The government is currently reviewing its forest policy and is having a close look at the role of the Forest 
Products Commission to decide where it sees the forest industry in Western Australia. That is something I will 
be making decisions on between now and the end of the year. I highlight that the FPC was set up after it was 
split from the then Department of Conservation and Land Management in 2000 following a decision to separate 
the forest stewardship component from harvesting. Its primary role was to manage the silviculture harvesting and 
sale of products from native forest, woodlands and pine plantations. That is a significant point as its core 
business is centred around native forest operations, plantations and sandalwood. The FPC has engaged in a 
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couple of other activities in recent times. I think they need to be reassessed, and the member highlighted one of 
them; that is, getting into the business of tree farming and also of carbon capture.  

The member is right in saying that we had a strategic tree farming program, which was a program that was 
collectively funded by the state and federal governments. The federal government has pulled out of that, as the 
member said, and along with the issues of natural resource management, as I highlighted in the house yesterday, 
it has been very difficult for the state government to backfill what the federal government has pulled away from 
it. The opposition needs to be very careful when targeting the state government on issues that affect us in 
Western Australia, and the federal government certainly needs to bear its responsibility. 

In the area of tree farming, there are share farm arrangements between farmers to build up assets in medium 
rainfall areas with a view to one day establishing businesses. Before we put a carbon pollution reduction scheme 
in place we need to be cautious about being too speculative in our response to a situation for which we do not yet 
know the formal settings. To support strategic tree farming and invest in carbon, we need to have an income. In 
the current economic environment, the strategic tree farming program requires the government to kick in, and we 
require the carbon pollution reduction scheme to pay funds for sequestering carbon. That is not currently in 
place. The federal government has pulled out of strategic tree farming and we do not have a CPRS, so there is no 
income for those areas. It is appropriate to review the arena in which the Forest Products Commission operates, 
and whether the government should be competing with other businesses out there that are planting trees and 
developing plantations, competing with the business of carbon sequestration, and brokering arrangements with 
bigger businesses to offset their potential carbon liabilities.  

That is what we are going through now. The agency is resetting itself in response to the environment in which it 
finds itself—a lack of federal funding and a CPRS that did not come into play—and it has to respond to a new 
funding regime. No-one likes job losses; the target is fixed-term contracts, and it has always been known that 
there would be fixed-term contracts. There are 22 contracts that will not be renewed and there will be the option 
of voluntary redundancies. I highlight that the FPC is looking at 22 fixed-term contract staff to play limited 
direct roles in the core functions of the FPC. To give members an idea of where those contract staff will come 
from, 16 will be from regional Western Australia—eight from the south west, one from the Peel region and 
seven from the great southern. They will certainly make an impact on some of these regional communities. The 
FPC also plans to offer up to 40 voluntary redundancies as part of the restructure. The request for expressions of 
interest for voluntary severance packages is yet to be issued. Once submissions are received from interested 
employees they will be reviewed and agreed on, based on core operational requirements. 

As redundancies have not yet been determined, it is not possible to speculate on their impact. However, it is 
certainly expected that redundancies will be managed in such a way as to ensure that the FPC’s core functions 
are not affected. 

Mr M.P. Murray: What about the Haydn Lowe report? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is my intention to keep the Haydn Lowe review as an internal report. It was used to 
inform me about some of the issues and challenges within the business. It has now gone out to a number of 
agencies, including Treasury, for comment, and I will respond to it internally when setting government policy 
positions. I hope to roll it out before the end of the year. 

ALBANY REGIONAL HOSPITAL 

Grievance 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [9.53 am]: I approached the Minister for Health some time ago about concerns 
that had been raised with me by staff from the Albany Regional Hospital; the minister replied that there were no 
issues at all. He said that the issues were a media beat-up by me and a local Albany journalist. Before I get to the 
nub of my grievance, I assure the house and the people of my electorate that Albany Regional Hospital is staffed 
by some of the most dedicated, caring and compassionate staff that could be found anywhere. That includes 
support staff, administration staff, nursing staff and medical staff. The staff at Albany Regional Hospital are truly 
outstanding in their commitment to their patients, and despite many of them having serious concerns about the 
way the hospital is being run, they have always put the patients first.  

I will not duck the issue: the previous Labor government did not cover itself in glory in respect of the Albany 
Regional Hospital. We tried to get a major redevelopment underway and we were extremely frustrated by the 
length of time it took to get plans developed and work underway. As history shows, the previous Labor 
government finally got a new hospital on the drawing board and work was due to start in October 2008, but the 
election result put paid to that. We now have a government that has promised to build a brand new hospital in 
Albany during its first term; I remind the minister that the clock is ticking. The government is more than a 
quarter of the way through its first term and there are no plans, no budget, and no timetable, and we have no clue 
whatsoever about what will happen with the Albany Regional Hospital, yet the Minister for Health is still saying 
that we will have a new hospital during the government’s first term. I admit that the previous government 
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dropped the ball in respect of this hospital, but the minister has taken the bat and ball and gone home. He has no 
plans, no idea and no interest at all in what is or is not happening at Albany Regional Hospital.  

When the Minister for Health told me that there were no issues at the hospital, I wondered whose advice he was 
taking. It certainly was not the advice of the hospital employees who had been coming to see me—everyone 
from cleaners and orderlies to senior doctors have been beating a path to my door with a litany of complaints. I 
called a meeting with local staff at the hospital on a very cold afternoon in Albany and more than 80 people 
turned up. Several issues came up. Security conditions at the hospital are terrible. One orderly is in charge of 
security at night, and we know that in this day and age young people on drugs come into hospitals at night, and 
there are all sorts of issues surrounding that. The police stay for a certain amount of time, but there is only one 
orderly in charge of security, who could be anywhere in the hospital at the time incidents occur.  

There is a “purple circle” within management; anyone in favour with the purple circle gets favourable treatment 
with regard to employment perks, professional development, rostering and the like. Support staff, nursing staff 
and doctors have all reported a culture of bullying amongst management. On one occasion, a position at the 
hospital was advertised but the person favoured by management did not qualify for it, so the position was held 
over for eight months while that person was sent to Perth to get training. 

Support service staff are upset that they are now being described as “back-of-house” staff. There is poor 
communication between management and visiting doctors, including the drawing up of patient and theatre lists. 
A specialist neurologist, Stan Wisniewski, has been coming down there — 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I am a patient of his, and when I see him, his name is Wisniewski. 

One surgeon has already pulled out, and another came to see me during the week to say that he is also 
withdrawing his services from the hospital. 

Management does not consult with staff when introducing changes, and there is very poor management of people 
returning to work after illness. Favoured casual employees are given privileges not given to permanent staff such 
as housing and supervisory roles that include drawing up rosters, promotions, and travel to Perth for staff 
development training. The redeployment process is hopelessly inadequate and probation seems to apply only to 
front-line staff and not to management administration. On-call doctors are being asked to work excessive hours, 
and there are concerns about the possible privatisation of laundry and kitchen services at the new hospital. 
Patients are being sent home when still sick because of bed shortages. 

Albany Regional Hospital should adopt the European wheel-and-spoke model, in which all departments speak 
directly to management rather than going through a lineal chain of command. There are five office 
administration staff per nurse, and too many beds are being taken up by aged-care and cardiovascular patients 
whose care is very time-consuming, which puts too much pressure on the nursing staff. Alcohol and drugs are an 
issue; the hospital needs to introduce random alcohol and drugs testing for all staff, including management. The 
storage and consumption of alcohol on the premises should be banned.  

The hospital is also receiving negative press. At least one member of management blamed me and Eric Ripper 
for this, but I can assure members that the local press is reporting what it is being told by staff at the hospital; I 
can also assure members that it does not typically run an agenda for my benefit. It can take many weeks or 
months to employ new front-line staff, yet management seems to be able to put additional management staff on 
the payroll at a moment’s notice. 

Some of the concerns about negative press stem from the fact that there have recently been three coronial 
inquiries into three separate deaths at Albany Regional Hospital that occurred over a significant time, but the fact 
that the three inquiries were held consecutively gave some people the impression that there had been a rash of 
deaths over a short time. I congratulate the Minister for Health for his apology this morning to Mr Watmore and 
Mrs Soerink, but we have to make sure that this does not happen again. It is all right to stand in Parliament and 
talk about these matters, but it is not the same when a member has two of his constituents sitting across his desk 
from him, and he is crying along with them as they tell him how their young son went to hospital perfectly 
healthy and subsequently died. If he had gone into hospital during the day, he would still be alive. The fact is 
that he went in at night, the doctor was tired and all these things happened. I do not care whether the National 
Party, the Liberal Party or the Labor Party are in government; the people of Albany just want to make sure that 
they have a safe hospital. It should never have happened. Kieran was a strong young man. He went to hospital 
and never came out. I am not saying that I want the minister to perform miracles. All I want him to do is assure 
the people of Albany that when we send our young people in Albany to hospital, they will be looked after, and 
that they will not have to go through what my constituents have gone through in this tragic situation. There are 
issues there about which I plead, on behalf of my constituents in Albany, that the minister at least look at 
addressing. 
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DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Health) [10.00 am]: I thank the member for the grievance. I am 
more than happy to have this opportunity to discuss issues at Albany Regional Hospital. I will start with the last 
point first—that is, the tragic death of young Kieran. The member for Albany is right: the apology was not 
enough. A large number of recommendations have been made about what should happen at not only that 
hospital, but also other hospitals throughout Western Australia. I have given instructions that all those 
recommendations be put in place as a matter of urgency across our hospitals to try to prevent that happening 
again. 

I also appreciate the comment that it does not matter who is in government. All the three deaths occurred while 
the member for Albany was in government, or when no-one was in government during the changeover. The 
practices, therefore, that were operating at hospitals were not specifically put in place by the previous 
government; they were just there and that was the way hospitals operated. They have continued to operate in 
exactly that same manner until now. Now that I know what those practices are, I have the opportunity to change 
them. 

The practices that led to the deaths in themselves were not serious in the sense that each individual complaint 
that was made was not about someone doing something deliberately wrong or any great failure of management; 
it was a collection of things added to each other. These things included poor reporting practices, inadequate 
knowledge by the doctor of a new drug that he was using and the potential effect that it would have, and a lack 
of knowledge of the systems that were operating in the hospital. Proper monitoring of that patient should have 
been put in place. I think we would have expected that it would be in place, but that did not occur. All those 
things very sadly, therefore, joined together to cause those problems. The issues surrounding those deaths, as I 
say, are not recent issues. The last of the three deaths was in August 2008. We did not get into government until 
September 2008. 

Mr P.B. Watson: The system — 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Those things, therefore, resulted from a flawed system that obviously needs to be checked 
and changed. 

We then get to the morale issues at those hospitals. We debated this when we were last in Parliament. I did not 
say that there was nothing wrong. The member for Albany will recall, if he reads Hansard again, that I accepted 
that there were issues between management and staff, such as a lack of communication and a lack of rapport 
between senior management and staff, and that they needed to be addressed and would be addressed by changing 
management practices for better communication with staff. 

There are different ways that members of Parliament operate in their electorate. There is the method of standing 
on the outside and shooting in barbs, which has always been part of the practice of people involved in raising 
areas of concern; or there is the method of working with hospital management and the local community to try to 
fix issues. When the member for Albany was in government, he took the latter approach of going out there, 
despite all the issues to do with the prolonged delay in building the reconstructed hospital over two terms of 
government, and working with government and staff in trying to resolve problems, particularly with the 
construction. Now that we are in government, he is taking the opposite approach of standing on the outside and 
shooting in barbs. What that does is create issues. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: The member for Albany gets very friendly with the union representatives and people with 
whom he has an affiliation, but he puts the rest of the people who are trying to manage and look after things 
offside. It is like he is in his old proletariat days and seeing management as the enemy. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I have received a briefing note in which senior staff state that they have never been so 
incensed—in fact I am reading the word “incensed”—by the member for Albany’s behaviour. They are saying 
that he is creating a self-fulfilling prophecy by going out and complaining about issues of management in the 
hospital without trying to be part of sorting those out. He is creating that lack of morale. 

Mr P.B. Watson: You are looking after management. You are not listening. It is not going to go away! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Newspaper articles incorrectly reported the linkage between the deaths and some of the staff. 
Those staff members were extremely distressed by that linkage in the paper. 

Mr P.B. Watson: I never said anything about that coronial inquiry. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The member for Albany gave his grievance. It is common practice in grievances for the 
member to have his seven minutes and for me to reply. 

Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! Member for Albany, you had your grievance heard in silence. 

Mr P.B. Watson: He was muttering over there all the time. 

The SPEAKER: The minister, I note, mutters all the time about a range of things! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Thank you, Mr Speaker! I have never seen a group of staff so incensed by what has been 
done. The member for Albany has been given the opportunity to do things and to be involved. I have gone 
through the reality of what the senior management staff have done for the member. They have met with — 

Mr P.B. Watson: With senior staff.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: They have invited the member to put forward — 

Mr P.B. Watson: That is all you’re talking to, isn’t it? Go and talk to the people on the wards. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany! 

Mr P.B. Watson: They’re the ones looking after the patients.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, you have had your grievance. 

Mr P.B. Watson: You’re a joke! 

The SPEAKER: The member for Albany has made his point. I am going to formally call him to order for the 
first time. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The member for Albany has had the opportunity to put forward — 

Mr P.B. Watson: Go and talk to the staff. Of course the managers are going to say that. You are talking to the 
wrong people. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: They have given the member for Albany an opportunity to put forward the complaints by the 
staff and detail what those issues are, and he has refused — 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The member for Albany has refused to detail those complaints. 

Mr P.B. Watson: It’s going to happen again under your watch and you are not going to do anything for the 
people of Albany. You were a failed minister before; you are a failed minister now. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, you might know, because you are an Acting Speaker, that there are 
certain things that need to be observed in this place, and you are not observing them. I formally call you for the 
second time. I think your point is made. I think the minister understands what you are saying. I would ask that 
the minister conclude his remarks and that the member for Albany sit there in silence for that period. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The member was given that opportunity. Staff have been given that 
opportunity. All the staff within the hospital have been contacted and asked if there were issues. They said no. 

Mr P.B. Watson: What do you expect? They will be penalised if they talk. That is why they came to my 
meeting; 80 of them. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The unions representing those staff — 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: Mr Speaker, all the member is trying to do is get kicked out of the chamber. I am not going to 
give him that opportunity. 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I tell you, Mr Speaker, that a staff satisfaction survey was put out last week. The turnover 
rates in the hospital are no different from the turnover rates in any other hospital. Those staff are being given 
every opportunity to complain. 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: What they do is complain about the local member. That is who they complain about—the 
member for Albany! 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, minister. 
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Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members. I am glad you are so enthused this morning; it is wonderful. 

MEMBER FOR VASSE — ENTITLEMENTS CLAIM 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [10.08 am] — without notice: I move —  

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be 
moved forthwith and that the debate times for a matter of public interest apply —  

That this house —  

(1) expresses its grave concern that the Treasurer has made personal claims for taxpayers’ 
funds to which he was not entitled; 

(2) notes that the Ministerial Code of Conduct states — 

Being a Minister of the Crown demands the highest standards of probity, 
accountability, honesty, integrity and diligence in the exercise of their public 
duties and functions. They must ensure that their conduct does not bring 
discredit upon the Government or the State. 

(3) requests that the Premier make a statement and determination as to whether there has 
been a breach of the Ministerial Code of Conduct by the Treasurer and what action 
the Premier intends to take in response to this apparent breach; and 

(4) requests that the Auditor General immediately investigate all travel claims made by 
the member for Vasse. 

The SPEAKER: Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need an absolute 
majority to succeed. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have consulted with the government. I seek its assurance again across the house, 
considering that I spoke not to the Leader of the House but to the Deputy Premier, that the government is 
agreeable to this matter proceeding on the basis of the matter of public interest rules. If that is the case, I am 
happy to resume my seat, provided the Leader of the House indicates that that is the case. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [10.12 am]: Mr Speaker, the government is prepared 
to allow the debate to continue on the basis of an MPI; that is, 30 minutes for each side of the house, and five 
minutes to an Independent member should an Independent member so choose to take up that time. I think there 
may well be some interesting comments from our side of the house, as well as some interesting comments from 
the other side of the house. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: He’s threatening now! That’s going to be your defence! But we won’t be deterred!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Not at all, no. I think it will be a very interesting debate. That is why we are prepared to 
agree to the motion to suspend standing orders to allow the motion to be moved and debated along the lines of an 
MPI. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [10.13 am]: I move — 

That this house —  

(1) expresses its grave concern that the Treasurer has made personal claims for taxpayers’ funds to 
which he was not entitled; 

(2) notes that the Ministerial Code of Conduct states — 

Being a Minister of the Crown demands the highest standards of probity, 
accountability, honesty, integrity and diligence in the exercise of their public duties 
and functions. They must ensure that their conduct does not bring discredit upon the 
Government or the State. 

(3) requests that the Premier make a statement and determination as to whether there has been a 
breach of the Ministerial Code of Conduct by the Treasurer and what action the Premier 
intends to take in response to this apparent breach; and 

(4) requests that the Auditor General immediately investigate all travel claims made by the 
member for Vasse. 
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The facts of this matter are clear cut. The Treasurer of this state, the member for Vasse, who holds the highest 
financial position in Western Australia, a position that requires the utmost standards of probity and good conduct 
with regard to not only the financial affairs of this state, but also his own financial affairs, has claimed an 
allowance to which he is not entitled. The Treasurer has admitted that he claimed a travel allowance that he is 
not entitled to claim. What is more, the Treasurer of this state has admitted that not only did he claim this 
allowance, but also he signed the application form which was submitted and through which he received this 
payment for a travel allowance to which he is not entitled. The motion that the opposition has moved is very 
clear. Firstly, we are not, via this motion, condemning the Treasurer; we are expressing our grave concern. I 
think all members would agree that we should express our grave concern about members of Parliament, 
particularly ministers, and particularly the Treasurer, claiming an allowance to which they are not entitled. 
Secondly, we have quoted the relevant provision of the Ministerial Code of Conduct. Thirdly, we have called on 
the Premier to make a statement about this matter. Fourthly, we have asked the Auditor General to investigate 
this matter. 

I would have thought that this is a motion that the government should agree to. This is a reasonable proposition 
that we are putting to the government. This is a test for this Premier and this government on whether they are 
prepared to uphold high standards in public life. This Premier and this government can either pass this test by 
voting in support of this motion that this matter be considered in this way, or they can vote against it. If they vote 
against it, the evidence will then be there for all the people of Western Australian to see that the Ministerial Code 
of Conduct does not matter; it does not matter that ministers claim allowances to which they are not entitled; and 
the Auditor General has no role in investigating these matters and so on. This is a test for the Premier and the 
government on whether these strictures that apply under the Westminster system of government should apply to 
the Treasurer and other government members, or whether some different version should apply to government 
members when they apply for allowances and when they deal with public money. 

The Treasurer and member for Vasse lives in Shenton Park. That matter came to light some months ago in the 
lead-up to the last state election when the Treasurer was Leader of the Opposition. The Treasurer represents the 
electorate of Vasse and the regional city of Busselton. The Treasurer claims nearly $30 000 a year in tax-free 
allowance for that arrangement. Over the course of the Treasurer and member for Vasse’s five-year 
parliamentary career, he has claimed an amount approaching $150 000 for that arrangement, tax free. That 
means that on 60 separate monthly occasions, the Treasurer and member for Vasse has submitted an application, 
which he personally signed, seeking these payments.  

Mr T.R. Buswell: Member — 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Treasurer can have his say in a minute. One of those monthly applications has come 
to light. When that application was examined, it was found that the Treasurer had made a claim for an allowance 
to which he was not entitled. That was in one of the 60 applications that has come to public attention. In the 
other 59 applications that the Treasurer has put in, seeking more than $100 000 in tax-free allowances—from 
state taxpayers’ money—we do not know what the Treasurer has claimed. We know absolutely nothing about 
how much he has claimed, and what is appropriate and what is not, in all those other applications.  

People have gone to jail for falsely claiming allowances to which they are not entitled. Politicians have gone to 
jail for falsely claiming allowances to which they are not entitled. I will get into that in a moment.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members!  

Mr M. McGOWAN: Former Premiers have gone to jail. Two former Premiers, one Liberal and one Labor, have 
gone to jail for various issues. One Liberal politician went to jail for stealing.  

Mr C.C. Porter: Who? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Ray O’Connor. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members!  

Mr M. McGOWAN: That former Premier went to jail for stealing. The facts stand on their own. He did. Ray 
O’Connor, the Premier from 1981 to 1983, went to jail for stealing. Mr Brian Burke went to jail on two 
occasions. The first was for making a false claim. That false claim stood. He was jailed for that particular 
offence. He was also jailed for another offence, but he was subsequently acquitted on appeal. The offence for 
which he went to jail was for claiming an allowance to which he was not entitled. That is exactly what the 
Treasurer has done in this application form.  

It is clear that if the Treasurer were a public servant, or if he were working for an organisation outside the 
Liberal Party, he would suffer a grave penalty for making an application for an allowance to which he is not 
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entitled, but which he signed off on. If the Treasurer were a public servant, there would be a demand for an 
inquiry, and I expect he would be sacked. If the Treasurer were a public servant in Western Australia, he would 
be sacked for making a false claim for an allowance to which he was not entitled. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order! If the member for Warnbro and the member for Riverton want to have a conversation 
with each other about what is going on in here, I suggest that they do it privately and move out of this particular 
area. That is a warning. It is not a call. It is just a warning. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: If the Treasurer were a public servant, he would be sacked. The Treasurer has done a lot of 
things in his political career for which he should be sacked. But this one is clear cut. If he were a public servant, 
he would be sacked for what he has done.  

There is a Ministerial Code of Conduct—admittedly, it has been removed from the government’s website, but, as 
I understand, it still exists. The Ministerial Code of Conduct is dated August 2006, and I will read the opening 
paragraph to members — 

Ministers have significant discretionary power and make decisions that can greatly affect individuals 
and the community. Consequently, it is necessary to set higher standards of conduct for them than for 
other categories of elected office holders. 

Being a Minister of the Crown demands the highest standards of probity, accountability, honesty, 
integrity and diligence in the exercise of their public duties and functions. 

This minister has failed that test. This is the Ministerial Code of Conduct and it should apply to a government 
that professes to have high standards. I will read what the Premier himself said on 21 October 2003. The then 
member for Cottesloe, Leader of the Opposition, said this — 

Accountability is a basic building block or foundation of our Westminster system of government. 
Indeed, it is primarily the responsibility of this Parliament to ensure that Governments—that is, both 
ministers and public servants—are accountable, that public funds are used with propriety and that the 
public is fully informed on issues. 

This motion calls for exactly that, and the opposition is calling for exactly that: for the government to deal with 
public funds with propriety, inform the public of what is being done and uphold high standards of public life in 
Western Australia. If the Premier does not support this motion, he will have failed the test he set. He will have 
failed to adhere to the Ministerial Code of Conduct that still applies to ministers in Western Australia. The 
Premier will have failed the people of Western Australia in relation to the standards of office that they expect 
from their elected representatives.  

There have been ministers before who have undertaken the same sort of actions as this Treasurer, and I will 
name three of them: David Jull, Peter McGauran and John Sharp. They were three ministers in the Howard 
government who, in 1997-98, were caught out rorting their travel expenses in the same way as the Treasurer has, 
and every single one of them was sacked by former Prime Minister John Howard. Mr Howard was not noted as 
someone of particularly high ministerial standards. He was not noted as someone who was completely addicted 
to propriety in the dealings of his ministers, but in those three cases he sacked those ministers for rorting their 
travel expenses. Now we have the test: will the Barnett government adhere to the same standards as John 
Howard applied in 1997 in sacking ministers who behave improperly and who claim public money to which they 
are not entitled? Will the Barnett government adhere to the same standards as John Howard applied? It is a very 
important test of the Premier to see whether he holds the same standards that John Howard exercised back in 
1997. 

I have heard and read what the Treasurer said about how he will deal with this matter. He has been caught out 
taking public money to which he was not entitled, and how will he deal with it? I will read what he said 
yesterday about how he will deal with this issue — 

I have asked my staff in my Perth office and my Busselton office to conduct a full audit of the claims 
we have made. 

In effect, he is going to audit his own months upon months, years upon years of travel claims to ensure that they 
are all squeaky clean. Someone who has confessed to having taken money to which he is not entitled has said, 
“It’s okay; I will audit myself and I will make sure that it’s all okay. I will even get my staff to participate”. The 
staff are the same people who depend upon him for their jobs. He will get them to audit what he has done and get 
them to determine whether everything he has done is all okay. 

Self-auditing is not an option. For the Treasurer to say that he will give himself a clean bill of health is not an 
option. That is why this motion, with which the government should agree, suggests to the house that the Auditor 
General should audit every single one of the 60 travel claims made by the member for Vasse over his five years 
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in this house. The Auditor General should audit all the Treasurer’s travel claims, because he cannot be trusted. 
The Treasurer’s behaviour has shown that he cannot be trusted. That is what we are suggesting to the house, and 
it will be, again, another test for the Premier. Does the Premier think it is okay that the fox who is in charge of 
the henhouse audits himself, or does he think it is more appropriate that an external body audits a person who is 
a self-confessed rorter of his travel expenses? 

This is the same Treasurer who regularly beats his chest about some of the public expenditure that goes on in 
Western Australia. This is the same Treasurer who goes out there like a big hard man and denies people who 
were abused in state care as young children their proper compensation. This is the same person who goes out 
there and says to the poorest workers in our society—cleaners, gardeners, teachers’ aides—that they can have a 
far smaller percentage pay increase than other public sector workers receive. This is the same person who says to 
those people who live in my electorate and who have those jobs that do not pay a lot of money, “We’re going to 
push you down; you’re not going to have a decent pay rise”. That same person is not only taking all that money, 
but also rorting his own travel expenses. This is the guy we are dealing with—a rorter of travel expenses sitting 
before us as Treasurer. He signs the forms and takes money to which he is not entitled. That is what he does.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Treasurer is a bloke who should be dealt with by the Criminal Code of Western 
Australia. If he reads it, he will find that there are offences to which he could very well be subject. The Treasurer 
is the sort of guy who, when his conduct comes to light, could very well have infringed provisions of the 
Criminal Code.  

As we know, the Treasurer has a history of behaviour in public life that is nothing short of the most disgraceful 
history of any member of Parliament in the history of this state. He is the bloke who, when it came to light that 
he undid a woman’s bra strap in the workplace, was promoted by the Premier — 

Point of Order 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The motion before the house is very clear: it is in relation to an expense claim that — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: It’s about the conduct of the Treasurer — 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, it is not. The member is not in the chair; Mr Speaker is in the chair.  

The motion before the house is very clear: it is in relation to an alleged misuse of the entitlement to an expense 
claim for an overnight stay, as I understand it. It has nothing to do with the sorts of comments that the member 
for Rockingham is making at the moment, which, quite frankly, are disgraceful.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: If he wants to move a motion about that, he is entitled to, but it does not relate to this 
particular motion. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Rockingham, please return to the podium. I advise you that you have a motion 
before this place containing the specifics that you have outlined to us, and that is what I want to hear you refer 
to. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I was merely drawing to the attention of the house that this person has form, that he has 
done other things in his public life that he should be ashamed of and that this is another brick in that wall of 
conduct that is unbecoming of a member of Parliament. The Treasurer has the biggest and best wall in Western 
Australia of that sort of conduct, and this is another example of that conduct.  

I will bring my remarks to a close by saying that I am sure the Premier will get up and say that it was all an 
administrative oversight and the Treasurer did not mean it. He will say that it is okay to take money to which 
someone is not entitled. What message does that send to the public servants of Western Australia? What message 
does that send to the children sitting in the gallery here today? Is it a message that it is okay to take money to 
which someone is not entitled? What message will that send? The Premier will rise and say that it was an 
administrative oversight, and then the Treasurer will stand and say the same thing. Perhaps the Premier will 
launch an attack on all the things that happened in the former government, and the issues surrounding the 
Corruption and Crime Commission. I remind the house that the main people who were the focus of that inquiry 
on this side of the house are now out of our sight. The main people who were the focus of those inquiries on the 
other side are still there. The Treasurer was the subject of an inquiry by the Corruption and Crime Commission 
about meetings with Noel Crichton-Browne, at which he discussed the evidence he was going to present to the 
CCC. Other members opposite were subject to significant inquiries by the CCC. One of the members of the 
government was described by the Premier on 27 February 2007 in this way — 

He is as crooked as they come! He is as bad as Burke; he is as bad as Grill. 
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He was referring to none other than my friend the member for Kalgoorlie. The member for Kalgoorlie being a 
decent man, the fact that the Premier described him as a crook was highly offensive to him. When the Premier 
talks about what happened in our term of government, he should remember that a person he described as a crook 
is now sitting on his side of the house as part of his government. Others who were subject to significant inquiries 
at that time are now members of the government, one of whom is my friend, and one of whom is not. I will leave 
it at that, but when the Premier tries to mount that sort of defence, it will not work. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [10.31 am]: It is extraordinary that we have had to 
move this motion to suspend standing orders, then debate the substantive motion, because we have not heard a 
personal explanation from — 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: There are people in this place who would like to hear the debate, member for Collie-Preston. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: I will begin again. It is extraordinary that we have had to put this motion before the 
Parliament because we have not heard a personal explanation from the Treasurer, the member for Vasse. It is 
extraordinary that we have not had a statement from the Premier. That is what accountability to the Parliament 
means. The government should not wait for the opposition to move a motion, or sit there and wonder whether the 
opposition will do something. The Treasurer should accept his accountability and responsibility and begin the 
day, at the earliest possible opportunity, with a statement to the house explaining himself. If the Treasurer does 
not do it, the Premier should, but we have not seen that from this government. That is contrary to promises Colin 
Barnett made when he became leader of the Liberal Party. I quote from an article in PerthNow, headed “Colin 
Barnett vows to campaign on integrity” — 

LIBERAL leader Colin Barnett today vowed to campaign on a platform of governing with honesty and 
integrity … 

That is what he said the moment he became leader of the Liberal Party. That is a solemn promise he made to the 
people of Western Australia. He then went on and put it in more detail. He said — 

“I say to the people of Western Australia, if you want to be proud of this state and the government, and 
a government that sets an example in integrity and honesty then vote for the Liberal Party. 

That is a solemn promise that the Premier gave the people of Western Australia. Now a circumstance has arisen 
in which a very senior minister—the Treasurer—has submitted a false travel claim. He has claimed moneys from 
the taxpayer to which he is not entitled. What is the defence? The defence is a lame excuse that might as well be 
“the dog ate my homework”. He is saying that it was an administrative oversight. Someone else in public life or 
politics in Western Australia used that excuse. He paid Queen’s Counsel a lot of money to run that excuse and he 
went to jail for false travel claims. It is a jailable offence and it is a sackable offence. Anyone who wants to 
know where it is a sackable offence should look at what the Department of Health did to those nurses who 
submitted false claims to the salary office. Those nurses were sacked. Are we to have one rule for the Treasurer 
and another rule for nurses in the Department of Health? 

I know what the defence lines of the government will be. The first defence line will be that it is all too hard; let 
us have a general review of everyone’s allowances and everyone’s behaviour. The second thing the government 
will do is to muddy the waters and attack others. We know that that is what the Premier will do. He will grab a 
bucket of mud and throw some over at this side in an attempt to distract attention from his senior minister who 
has made this false travel claim. If it is all too hard, and we need a general review because the allowances are 
unclear and so on, why is this the first case of this nature that has occurred for some considerable time? It is not 
as if we have seen a spate of allegations of false travel claims. This is the first case that I can remember 
occurring for some considerable time in public life. Let us come back to the issue; let us not be distracted by the 
government defence, which will be administrative oversight, attack others, and let us have a general review. 

Let us come back to the specifics of the issue. This is a specific case in which someone has made a false travel 
claim. A senior member of this house, and a senior member of the government in a very responsible financial 
position, who would be expected by virtue of his position to have more regard for financial propriety than 
anyone else, has submitted a false travel claim. It is a sackable offence, and as my colleague the member for 
Rockingham has said, the man involved has form. We had a reminder of that in the cafes of Bunbury last night, 
when someone said to one of our members “Is he in trouble again?” That is the cafe wisdom in Bunbury. They 
know that he has form, and they know that it is a sackable offence in politics, as it is a sackable offence in the 
Department of Health.  

We have a broken promise from the government to behave with honesty and integrity, and it will be another 
broken promise if the Premier does not act on this issue. The Premier’s credibility is at stake here and members 
opposite should think about that. If he does not take action on this basic issue of accountability, he will reveal 
himself as a man who is all talk and no action. Members should support this responsible and moderate motion. It 
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is the least that the house can do to pursue this matter of a false claim—taking taxpayers’ money when there is 
no right or justification for taking that money. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Treasurer) [10.38 am]: I will make a couple of comments about the 
circumstances in which we find ourselves today. 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: In which you find yourself. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Circumstances in which the house finds itself, and in which I find myself personally. We 
are talking about allowances that are available to country members of Parliament under part 5 of the Salaries and 
Allowances Tribunal determination. As country members would be aware, for a couple of years—not for five 
years as the member for Rockingham has asserted—it has been the practice that country members fill in a 
monthly claim form. On that claim form the member details the claimable nights spent in Perth, and that money 
is reimbursed.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Reimbursed? What—your mortgage is reimbursed? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: My apologies—the allowance is paid. Under part 5 of the SAT determination, that 
allowance is made available to me as a country member of Parliament, as it is to every country member in this 
place. It is also the case, as the member pointed out, that in my expense claim for the month of July, there was 
one night—15 July—that I claimed for when I was not in Perth; I was in Busselton. That is wrong, and it was 
drawn to my attention yesterday. I immediately investigated the claim that it was proven to be wrong. I 
immediately informed the Premier. I made a series of public statements to that effect, and I did not hide from 
that fact.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Have you written out the cheque yet? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Not yet; I am working through that process, but that money will be repaid. Yesterday I 
used the term “an administrative oversight”. It was an administrative oversight. It is not part of an ongoing 
pattern, as the member for Rockingham would have us believe. It was an administrative oversight. Yesterday, I 
had someone go to my Busselton office, and my ministerial staff in Perth worked through my claims. To the best 
of my knowledge, that was the only date for which an erroneous claim was made. The member for Rockingham 
has made a valid point. In the short time available to me yesterday, I conducted an internal review to ensure that 
the other claims that I had made were accurate. I will repay to Parliament the $240 that was claimed under that 
administrative oversight. Internally in my office, new processes will be put in place to ensure that this sort of 
thing does not happen again. It is also my view—I will talk to the Speaker and the Clerk afterwards—that my 
office will make available my diary records, in complete, to the finance department of Parliament, which is 
responsible for the administration of this claim. I expect that it will, with the full cooperation of my staff — 

Mr M. McGowan: There should be a public audit. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: My friend, if there is to be a public audit, I suggest that there will be a public audit of all 
country members’ claims. I am very happy to participate in a public audit; in fact, it may well need to be 
extended. I will let the Premier discuss that particular issue. I am just outlining to the house my responses to the 
discovery of that administrative oversight. Yesterday, the member for Rockingham indicated in his comments to 
the media that he was going to refer this matter to the Corruption and Crime Commission and to the police. Go 
for it. I have absolutely nothing to hide in this matter. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: No; I said in the member’s comments to the media. I try to keep my conversations with 
the member to a polite minimum, as I know he does with me. That is just the way it works sometimes in this 
place. Notwithstanding that, the member’s public comments were that he would refer the matter to the police and 
to the CCC and to who knows what other bodies of international law. 

Mr M. McGowan: You’re playing it down. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I am not playing it down. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I am very happy for that level of scrutiny to be applied. My view is that this was an 
administrative oversight—an error. Notwithstanding that, it is not acceptable to make those sorts of errors. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Are you going to say sorry? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Of course I am sorry. I have expressed my sorrow to the Premier. I am very happy to 
express it to the house. It is not acceptable. I more than anyone—perhaps with the exception of the now Leader 
of the Opposition—understand the need for absolute scrutiny or probity of the spending of public funds, 
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especially when funds are tight. Of course I am sorry. Of course I am putting in place a range of actions to make 
sure that this does not happen again.  

I will not talk for much longer. I do not need to repeat the points I have made. However, I think it is important 
that we understand what section 5 of the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal determination gives country 
members. It gives them access to an allowance for a capped maximum of 120 nights for Perth-related 
accommodation in any one year. It is my experience that I have more than 120 nights of claimable time—I think 
that is the experience of a lot of country MPs—but I can claim only 120 nights. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: When you spend more than half the year at home in Shenton Park? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: My home in Shenton Park is just around the corner from the member for Pilbara’s home 
in Shenton Park. 

Mr T.G. Stephens: It’s just around the corner from the member for Wagin’s home. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes, and just around the corner from the member for Wagin’s home. It is a long-term 
practice. Yes, there has been some public scrutiny of MPs’ access to these allowances. I have been the face of 
country members of Parliament in that scrutiny, and I accept that. Notwithstanding that, 120 nights is the capped 
maximum number of nights. I cannot alter that. In my claims in the last financial year, I did not make any claims 
for the months of May and June, and I think I claimed four or six nights for the month of April because my 
allowable nights had expired. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I am not going to do that; I can tell the member for Albany that right now. I am having 
enough trouble at the moment! 

That is my view of it. I am not using this as an excuse for the error that I made. The point I am trying to make to 
the house is that I could not, and I would not, have increased my aggregate claim over the 120 nights. 
Effectively, the mistake, had it not been uncovered, may have altered the timing of those payments, but it 
certainly would not have altered the absolute amount. 

The member for Rockingham raised a variety of issues and used a range of inflammatory language in describing 
the error that was made. There was no intent on my behalf. The Attorney General had a brief discussion with me 
this morning about the importance of intent, and there was absolutely no intent by me to access funding for 
nights that was not appropriate. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: We didn’t see any of this moderation when you were in opposition, did we? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That is the political process, member. I am happy to be part of it. I am happy to sit over 
here and she can take her best shot. I am simply outlining to the house the circumstance that I find myself in. 
Yesterday when this was brought to light, I investigated it, I informed the Premier and I put in place processes to, 
firstly, review the current status and, secondly, to make improvements for the future. As I have said, it is my 
intent, following discussions with the Clerk and no doubt the Speaker, to have this matter examined in more 
detail by the finance department of Parliament. In my view, that is a fair and adequate response to a situation that 
is not acceptable, but that was brought about by a genuine administrative oversight. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [10.46 am]: I take this matter very seriously. What has happened 
was a serious mistake. It was not intended. There was no intent by the Treasurer to make a claim for something 
he was not entitled to. He spoke to me at length yesterday about the issue. He has apologised. He has made it 
clear that it was an innocent, though inexcusable, mistake that occurred administratively within his electorate 
office. He signed the form and he accepts full responsibility for that. I accept his explanation, I accept his 
apology and I accept the fact that he has taken responsibility. Having said that, I still regard this as a serious 
issue. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Has he breached the code? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am speaking. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr J.N. Hyde interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth! There was an opportunity to speak to this motion earlier and you did not do 
so. I formally call you for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is appropriate that this issue be raised in Parliament, and I accept that. But, once again, 
the member for Rockingham, instead of simply raising a serious issue and one that should be raised publicly, has 
diminished his case, as it were, by going right over the top. 
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Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: For example, in his comments he talked about a false travel claim. It was an incorrect 
travel claim. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Was it accurate or not? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Before members opposite all interject and make fools of themselves, they should listen. In 
his media release, the member for Rockingham said, “Submitting a fraudulent travel claim has been a sackable 
and jailable offence for politicians, public servants and business executives.” Does the member deny that he used 
the word “fraudulent”? He claimed that it was a fraudulent act. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am trying to treat this matter as seriously as it deserves to be treated. We are hearing 
constant heckling and carrying on about an issue that I am treating seriously. In his use of the word “fraudulent”, 
the member is clearly trying to imply something that is not the case. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Armadale! Member for Armadale! Members to my left, it is my 
impression that those to my right listened to the member for Rockingham, particularly the Treasurer, who sat in 
absolute silence and listened. I am talking about the Treasurer, members, who sat and listened in absolute silence 
to the case you made for the motion, as is your right. I would ask that the matter, as the member for Rockingham 
suggested, be treated with seriousness. It is a serious charge, and the Premier is responding to that. I would like 
to hear the Premier’s response. I do not want to hear continual interjections from either my right or my left. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As I said, this was a serious mistake. I do not excuse it in any way. The Treasurer has 
apologised. He has taken measures to correct it and to refund the money if the money was paid. Indeed, he has 
accepted full responsibility. I accept and respect his account. Had I had any suspicion at all that this claim was 
made in an attempt to gain money to which the Treasurer was not entitled—in other words, had there in any 
sense been an attempt to fraudulently gain a taxpayer-funded allowance—he would not be Treasurer at this 
moment. That is the standard. There are a number of issues, and this is an example of a mistake that happened—
inexcusable but it happened—in an electorate office. Do not blame the staff; the Treasurer signed the document 
and he accepts responsibility. But all members of Parliament work in an environment where every single thing 
we do and say is publicly accountable. We are all in that position, we all understand it and we all accept it. 
However, we operate not only in the full glare of public accountability, as we should, but also as members of 
Parliament, and this is our job, in a very complex administrative environment—extremely complex. As opposed 
to the opposition suggestion, I am not going to stand here now and work my way through the opposition 
members and mistakes that have happened on their side. I am not going to do that. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: But I will draw some attention to the range of issues that can affect members of Parliament 
and where they can come undone quite innocently through an error, an omission or through simply being busy 
and doing their job. That is not an excuse but it is an observation of the reality. 

The imprest account system is in many respects antiquated. I am not happy with the imprest system. I see the 
applications come through and I have signed off on them. I am not impressed by many of them, but I am not 
going to make an example of any single member, as indeed the former Premier Geoff Gallop did on one 
occasion for a political purpose. I will not do that. I flag that the imprest system will be dramatically reformed. I 
hope members opposite support me in that. It is a good thing that members travel, but I do not know that it is 
such a good thing that they take their spouses with them and spend large amounts of money on that. I do not 
think it is a good thing that they necessarily go on trips of particularly limited value. 

Mr T.G. Stephens: That has nothing to do with the motion. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Pilbara! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Accommodation allowances and travel allowances, exactly to do with this motion, are 
another issue. There is an issue of country members, some of whom own properties in Perth—most do on both 
sides of the house, and have for decades. This is nothing new. The system needs to be clearer. I accept the 
principle that country members of Parliament are entitled to some allowance for the fact they must spend time in 
Parliament, and as a minister, in the city. Is anyone suggesting—I do not think they are—that there should be no 
allowance, no travel or accommodation component? It is complicated because members of Parliament typically 
own a property, if they are country members, in the city. Some do not have houses in their electorate. That is a 
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further complication that can get members into trouble. One can go on to vehicles. We used to have a situation in 
which vehicles, which are necessary for members to do their job in their electorate, were standard models. The 
Parliament House parking area now looks like a display area for all sorts of different vehicles of different make, 
model and expense. Again, perhaps that is a good idea—I do not know—but it is another area in which errors 
can be made on maintenance, on vehicle choice, on expenses and on paying extra allowances to have a superior 
vehicle. 

Term of government was an issue that arose earlier this year. That is another situation. There is the employment 
of relatives in ministerial offices or as electorate staff and people jumping from being public servants to term-of-
government employees and vice versa if they can do it. That has been another issue. Former members of 
Parliament, including former Premiers, are another area that I consider unsatisfactory. I happen to think that the 
use of resources of electorate officers, and in some senses the restrictions on the use of electorate officers, are too 
limited. The issue of members resigning midterm to pursue other careers is another issue. What rule should apply 
to that? We can go on and on. The point I make is that the complex sets of arrangements that govern the pay and 
conditions of members of Parliament, the complex array of allowances for accommodation, for travel and for 
electorate duties are, frankly, so complex that I doubt any single member here fully understands them; therefore, 
there will be errors and omissions. I doubt that there is a member here who has not, at some stage, inadvertently 
got something wrong, or new members who, at some stage in their career, will not get something wrong. Be a bit 
careful before jumping in and judging, because I could start at one end of this group opposite me and work my 
way through. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We have a situation in which members of Parliament are married to each other, so where 
do we go there on telephone allowances, vehicle allowances, imprest travel and partners’ travel? I am not 
making a judgement. Every member is elected in their own right. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: But again we get into the area — 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Mr Speaker, there is only one member of this house who happens to be married to another 
member of Parliament. I think the Premier has made an innuendo, an allegation, against that person of doing 
something improper. Since it is easy to identify that person, the Premier should be asked to withdraw. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Armadale! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The Premier has not mentioned any misconduct, any misunderstandings or any incorrect 
claiming of allowances by any member of this house. He has simply stated that there are some members who are 
married to each other. If there is something wrong in that, there is something very wrong. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, Leader of the House. Members, there is no point of order. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr P. Papalia: There is only one Treasurer. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The point I make, and I do not cast any aspersions over anyone — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If I wanted to, I assure members that I could, but I am not doing it today. I will save that 
for another day; do not worry.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The point I make is that the sets of rules, the different bodies involved—some come under 
Parliament, some under the Department of the Premier and Cabinet and some under the Salaries and Allowances 
Tribunal—and all sorts of different conditions make it overly complex. I will do—I hope you will support me, 
Mr Speaker—a comprehensive review of all conditions of salary, entitlements, staffing, term-of-government 
employees and electorate offices right across the board. It will not be a witch-hunt and it will not take years. 
Robert Cock, SC, will assist me as special counsel to the Premier on that task, and that is what we will do. 
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Mr M. McGowan: Will you vote for the motion? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Will I vote for the motion, Mr Speaker!  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Rockingham! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Rockingham is not a person I regard as having high character or 
credibility, because when a member opposite gets into a bit of trouble on issues like this, the member for 
Rockingham is the one who scurries over to me and asks me to please not raise it. He is the one who does it. I am 
too nice a person and I do not. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will talk about something that is related to me so that I cannot offend anyone else. There 
were accusations about some dreadful action that I allegedly took relating to The Cliffe property in Peppermint 
Grove made by, I can only assume, a completely unbalanced former fan or friend of The Triffids. Only two 
people in Western Australia took them seriously: Brett Christian, the editor of The Post newspaper, and the 
member for Rockingham. No-one else in Western Australia took the claims seriously. Because of the member 
for Rockingham, the matter went off to the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges, and resources were 
used and time was wasted so that it could be legitimately dealt with. The member for Rockingham has form. He 
is the person who cries wolf once too often. 

I return to this motion. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: How much does the member for Darling Range spend? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Armadale is a candidate for a federal seat. Can the member for Armadale 
stand here in front of the public, hand on Bible and say she has never used any resources of her electorate office 
to help her campaign for Canning? Of course she cannot! 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Mr Speaker, standing orders prevent a member making a reflection on another member. 
You should request the Premier to withdraw that allegation against the member for Armadale. It is against the 
standing orders to do that. 

The SPEAKER: I do not know that there is a point of order, because I do not know that an allegation has been 
made. 

Debate Resumed 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Exactly! As the member for Armadale has said, it is a grey area. That is the point I make. 

I am going to conclude my comments. Let me again stress the point that I started with: this is a serious issue. I 
am not in any way dismissing it. I accept the explanation and apology of the Treasurer. 

Mr P.B. Watson: I know what you were like in opposition. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have no different view now than that I had in opposition. If I were to come across a 
situation in which anyone in this Liberal-National government misused or abused any entitlement, they would 
apologise and resign. 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Attorney General) [11.02 am]: I want to make a brief contribution with 
some words of caution and also to speak about podiatry for a short time. Yesterday the member for Rockingham 
put out a media statement, the fourth paragraph of which reads — 

“Submitting a fraudulent travel claim has been a sackable and jailable offence for politicians, public 
servants and business executives. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Is that an incorrect statement? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: It is completely correct. What was interesting, listening very intently to the member for 
Rockingham, was that he never once accused the Treasurer of submitting a fraudulent travel claim. I do not 
recall him ever using the words “fraudulent travel claim”. I listened very carefully. He said that the Treasurer 
submitted a false travel claim. I think that the Treasurer has acknowledged that the travel claim was false—it was 
incorrect in a material particular. 

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I do not know that what you are saying is advancing this particular 
motion for anybody. I formally call you for the first time. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: The member for Rockingham spoke at length about the consequences of submitting a false 
travel claim. He made several assertions when speaking to the house today. The first was that a public servant 
could be sacked for submitting a false travel claim. The second was made as he held up the Criminal Code and 
asserted that submitting a false travel claim was somehow or other an offence under the Criminal Code, although 
he did not quite acknowledge what that offence was. The offence that could conceivably be proven for 
submitting a travel claim that was false in material particular would be fraud. There was some mention made of 
the former Premier of this state, Brian Burke. It is my understanding that Brian Burke was charged with one or 
multiple counts of fraud to a total of $17 000 in relation to his travel expenses, and the claim of fraud was 
proven. Outside the house yesterday the member for Rockingham was talking in the language of a fraudulent 
travel claim, and inside the house about a false travel claim. The distinction is a very important one. What is 
interesting, and perhaps even ironic, about that is that — 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: What is interesting and ironic about that is that it is usually the case, as a matter of 
parliamentary procedure, that the hyperbolic slander occurs in the house and the temperate stuff occurs outside. 
However, we had the hyperbolic slander outside. The member for Rockingham has calmed down a little today 
and he is talking about precisely what we are dealing with, which is a travel claim that is in error or is incorrect. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: How can we establish that a false claim is fraudulent without having an inquiry?  

Mr C.C. PORTER: I am about to come to that. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: If we do not have an inquiry, are we just relying on you? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I will come to that right now. This is all about podiatry. The leading case in the jurisdiction 
about fraud and what constitutes fraud is case law involving Markarian, a podiatrist. He had a range of clients, 
and he also had a gambling problem. He convinced some small lenders and a range of clients to loan him money. 
He did so on the basis of a number of false statements.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Get to the principle. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I am going to get to the principle. The thing is that one cannot understand the principle 
without the facts. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: We want to know how we can know there was no fraud. 

The SPEAKER: The member for Armadale has had an opportunity in this place on many occasions to rise to 
her feet and present information. I ask you to stop interjecting on the Attorney General, and I formally call you 
for the first time. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Mr Markarian borrowed $165 000 from a range of his clients, including small business 
people, and $438 000 from his patients. He did that by telling them false stories: it was for operations, and so 
forth and so on. The money was gambled away and he was found guilty by a jury at trial. The case was appealed. 
The legal point on appeal was whether he had an intent to defraud. An amount of $430 000 was taken from his 
podiatry clients, and the question was: did he have an intent to defraud? What was found was he did not have an 
intent to defraud because he honestly—perhaps unreasonably—believed that he would pay the money back to his 
clients. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I do not know. The point is that the member for Vasse, in having one $240 claim that is in 
error, is not even in the ballpark. He is not even in the car driving to the ballpark! This decision reads — 

In my opinion this criticism has been made good. It was emphasised … that an intent to defraud is not 
to be equated with carelessness; 

Clearly, in this instance, the Treasurer has been careless. If we take it to the step that the member for 
Rockingham asserts, could any civil servant be sacked for being in error for a $240 travel claim? Would we sack 
a nurse in this state? 

Ms M.M. Quirk: You have! 

Mr C.C. PORTER: That is absolutely incorrect. If the member for Rockingham attempted to take that through 
the public sector management disciplinary process for a $240 genuine mistake, he would be laughed out of that 
process. This is the point. 

Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I do not want to hear you talking across the chamber. I am not quite sure 
who you are talking to. I am not going to call you. I am giving you a very good indication that I do not want to 
hear you talking across the chamber when someone is on his feet delivering comments on this motion. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: What is your threshold for acceptable fraud, then, if it is not $240? Is it $500 or $1 000? How 
much? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth! The member for Perth obviously wants to be called and I will give him the 
honour of formally calling him for the second time. I suggest that the member for Perth has the capacity in this 
place to make points in a far more effective manner than he has just done. I ask you to stop interjecting and I ask 
the Attorney General to continue.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: I am proposing that we engage in some caution in considering this situation and with the 
descriptions that we apply to it. I refer particularly to the description that it is fraud, because that is very, very 
serious. I will give members this example: has there ever been an occasion, even a single occasion, in which any 
member in this house has made a claim to the quantum of $240 for a travel or an accommodation allowance for 
being in Perth and, as things transpired, the member did not actually end up spending the night in Perth? For 
instance—I have never made such a claim—it seems to me that often these claims are drafted by staff on the 
basis of diaries. A diary might indicate that a member had come to Perth on a Sunday night for a committee 
meeting on a Monday and had stayed overnight. A claim might be drafted on that basis. As it transpires, 
somebody got sick—his wife got ill—and the member did not come to Perth. If that happens, it is a genuine 
mistake. Not having made one of those claims, I can say that it could easily happen to any member. The idea that 
that is fraudulent is incorrect. The idea that it is a sackable offence is also quite wrong.  

Amendment to Motion 

Mr C.C. PORTER: That is why I move — 

To delete all words after “house” and substitute — 

(1) notes that the Treasurer has made an incorrect claim to which he was not entitled; 

(2) notes that the Ministerial Code of Conduct states — 

Being a Minister of the Crown demands the highest standards of probity, 
accountability, honesty, integrity and diligence in the exercise of their public 
duties and functions. They must ensure that their conduct does not bring 
discredit upon the Government or the State.  

(3) requests that the Premier make a statement and determination as to whether there has 
been a breach of the Ministerial Code of Conduct by the Treasurer and what action 
the Premier intends to take in response to this apparent breach. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [11.12 am]: I thank the Attorney General for that lesson in criminal law. It 
took me back to law school; it was very, very good. However, the point has been missed. The opposition will 
oppose this amendment because it removes one of the key elements of the motion put by the opposition; that is, 
requesting the Auditor General to immediately investigate all travel claims made by the member for Vasse. It is 
not as though the Treasurer uncovered his mistake, declared his mistake and repaid the money. This motion is 
the result of information uncovered through the freedom of information process by the member for Rockingham 
about money that the Treasurer claimed he was not entitled to. It is not a minor issue, or an issue that we can 
simply ignore by allowing the Treasurer to go about conducting his own investigation into his own dirty laundry. 

Mr Speaker, the point has been made by the Premier that the criminal standard is what we are looking at. We 
have been talking about intent. Unfortunately, the standards for members of Parliament are considerably higher 
than the criminal standard outlined in the Criminal Code. At the beginning of the Ministerial Code of Conduct 
2006 that binds the Treasurer, it states — 

The need for the development of such a code was highlighted in the 1992 Royal Commission into 
Commercial Activities of Government which stated that: 

Criminal Law provides no more than the base level below which officials must not fall. It does 
not address the standards to which they should aspire, even if these, to some degree, always 
remain an ideal or counsel of perfection … 

The opposition’s argument that the Ministerial Code of Conduct has been breached by the Treasurer is premised 
on the fact that the criminal standard is the base level. Members of Parliament, ministers of the Crown in 
particular, have a high standard to which they must aspire. It is not acceptable for the Treasurer to come into this 
place and say, “It was a mistake; I didn’t mean to do it.” The Premier came into this house and warned the 
opposition to be careful before it jumped in and judged. Again, as the member for Rockingham pointed out, on 
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27 February 2007 the due process for the case against the member for Kalgoorlie had yet to be completed, but 
the now Premier, as the member for Cottesloe, came into the house and said that the member for Kalgoorlie was 
as crooked as they come. If the member jumped in and judged, and now, sitting on that side of the house, intends 
to apply a very different standard to members on his side, then his words will condemn him. 

The Treasurer made the point that it was an administrative oversight and not an ongoing pattern. I will be 
interested to see whether the Minister for Police will apply the same standard to people suffering mental health 
problems who strike public officers—not an ongoing pattern, just an administrative oversight. All we ask is that 
the government applies its rhetoric on mandatory sentencing to its own standards. That is all we ask.  

We note that the Premier has complained time and again that the opposition seeks through the FOI process 
diaries of ministers of the Crown. We also note that the Attorney General is yet to provide his diary. This 
demonstrates the reason we seek this information. I repeat that the Treasurer did not come into this place, declare 
that he made a mistake and repay the money to which he was not entitled; it was information that the member for 
Rockingham found through the FOI process. I bring that to the attention of the house because it is the 
fundamental reason behind the FOI process. 

The Treasurer said that he is very happy for this level of scrutiny to be applied with reference to the police and 
the Corruption and Crime Commission. Therefore, it is incredible that the Attorney General has attempted, 
through his amendment, to remove from the motion that the Auditor General conduct the review. Obviously he 
has not spoken to the Treasurer. The Treasurer is quite happy for some form of significant scrutiny to take place, 
yet the Attorney General certainly is not.  

The Treasurer’s comment is the most absurd comment I have heard: “Well, I would’ve been entitled to that 
money anyway; I can take it now. I would have done it at some point or other—give me the money now.” It is 
simply not acceptable. The Premier made the point that there was no intent. Intent is irrelevant. The Treasurer 
has a significant staff. This is the first time in a significant period that such an administrative error has taken 
place. It is not something that happens regularly. It is not suggesting that there is a problem with the process. The 
Treasurer claimed money to which he was not entitled. Intent, as pointed out by the Commission on 
Government, is not a relevant consideration. The Premier and the Attorney General can carry on about fraud and 
intent, but the fact of the matter is that whether there was intent is not relevant. That premise completely 
underlines the Ministerial Code of Conduct. The criminal standard is the base standard. If this is the standard that 
the Premier will apply to his ministers, in the future we will be debating other problems in this house. We are not 
in this place to convict a person and send that person to jail; we are here simply to apply the standard to which all 
ministers are bound, as outlined by the Commission on Government, and this is the standard to which the 
opposition will hold the government to account. 

Amendment put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (28) 

Mr P. Abetz Mr G.M. Castrilli Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr C.C. Porter 
Mr F.A. Alban Dr E. Constable Mr A.P. Jacob Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr M.J. Cowper Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.H.D. Day Mr R.F. Johnson Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler Mr J.M. Francis Mr A. Krsticevic Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr I.M. Britza Mr B.J. Grylls Mr W.R. Marmion Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Dr M.D. Nahan Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 

Noes (23) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr F.M. Logan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr A.J. Waddell 
Mr R.H. Cook Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr P.B. Watson 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr M. McGowan Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr T.G. Stephens Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire  

 

            

Pairs 

 Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr J.R. Quigley 
 Mr P.T. Miles Mrs C.A. Martin 

Amendment thus passed. 

Motion, as Amended 

Question put and passed. 
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RACING AND WAGERING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2009 
RACING BETS LEVY BILL 2009 

BOOKMAKERS BETTING LEVY AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Cognate Debate 

Leave granted for the Racing and Wagering Legislation Amendment Bill 2009, the Racing Bets Levy Bill 2009 
and the Bookmakers Betting Levy Amendment Bill 2009 to be considered cognately, and for the Racing and 
Wagering Legislation Amendment Bill 2009 to be the principal bill. 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 

Resumed from 23 September. 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie-Preston) [11.23 am]: I rise to support the bills without reservation. The racing 
industry is probably one of the biggest industries in the state. It is a major drawcard for tourists from all over the 
state and internationally. Last year, when we had some funding, the international race between Apache Cat and 
Takeover Target was one of the greatest days Ascot had seen for many years. Along the way, we have had the 
problem of a leakage of money from the state because we have not been able to charge for our betting products, 
including racecourses. I am glad that the minister has now brought in legislation to make sure that that slippage 
does not happen; around $18 million left the state and not a lot came back in. We will now be able to regain a 
much-needed $15 million for the racing industry. 

The industry is possibly one of the best-run industries in the world. The stake money in Western Australia is 
much higher than in many other countries, including England. The stake money for a midweek race in England 
is about $8 000 and in Western Australia it is anything up to $20 000. When we make such comparisons, we 
realise that we must look after our racing industry and do our job to make sure that it is protected to some degree. 
Some people sit off to the side and benefit from our product by taking advantage of a nonexistent or very small 
fee structure. 

The bill is well structured, but I do have a small concern. I have spoken to many people in the industry about 
where the money goes in the first instance and how it is passed on. It is a small issue, but we have to be 
careful—probably more so in the racing game—about personalities. If one group does not talk to another group, 
how will the money be distributed? That has been my concern from day one, and I have spoken to the minister 
about it. I am anxious that the money not be held up and that it be put on the ground to make sure that the 
industry survives and is able to maintain its very high standard. That is one of the small concerns I have; even 
though the situation has been explained to me, I can still see an area in which personalities could interfere and 
stifle some of the flow of money along the line. I understand that there are legal reasons for this being framed in 
such a way, but I ask the minister to ensure that it is done correctly. 

Racing and Wagering Western Australia has done a very good job. I was pleased to see that the minister had 
formed a committee to review the workings of Racing and Wagering Western Australia over the past four to six 
years and to ensure improvements at every opportunity. I congratulate the minister on that. There are some 
learned people from the racing industry on the committee, and the member for South Perth, as chair, should be 
able to use his expertise to ensure that we keep moving forward. 

Those are all positives, but on the other side is the issue of consistency in Racing and Wagering Western 
Australia’s funding strategy. Racing and Wagering Western Australia has released a statement outlining its 
views on the way forward and what it would like to see happen. We do not want another group saying, “No, no; 
from now on, we’ll move elsewhere.” The Labor Party had a very good plan for the upgrade of racetracks in 
country areas, and $21 million was earmarked for that. It is disappointing that race clubs now have to line up 
against the boy scouts and everyone else around the place to make applications for royalties for regions funding 
for this very vital industry. It employs, at various times, up to 2 000 to 3 000 people—a huge number of people. 
Downstream there are the feed providers, the breeders and all the other people on the edge of the industry, and 
we need to make sure that our lines are consistent and that we are heading in the right direction all together, 
rather than going off on a tangent. Once that starts to happen, the industry will fragment and break up. I ask that 
the way forward be consistent with Racing and Wagering Western Australia’s current funding strategy. 

I turn now to a couple of other issues. During 2008-09, fixed-odds betting generated a turnover of $82 million. 
That is a huge and growing amount. I have some concerns about the returns. When I go for a bet, I see one board 
with a slightly different price from another, which means that I could lose 10c a dollar—10 per cent. I have 
certainly made my concerns public previously. Unfortunately, I do not get many wagers back, but that is one of 
the ways of the world. We have to hear the confidence of punters to be able to keep growing our industry. To 
have negative comments, such as not getting the same price as can be had from online bookmakers or Tabcorp 
over east, is a little disconcerting. I know that the costs and overheads are different, but we now have a chance to 
level that out a bit more by charging these product fees. We should be able to smooth some of that out along the 
way to make sure that our punters do not go offshore. 
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It is interesting to note that in the past six to eight months betting agencies have been advertising on television 
that they will match the best odds in Australia. That will make it a little harder for our system at the moment 
because large punters—not small punters as much—will take advantage of that. People who have $5 000 or 
$10 000 and a lot of time available will look at that and question why they should drop 10 per cent of their 
money if they are not able to get the same price. That will result in a drift away from the system. Money will go 
out of the system to the east coast or offshore. We have to address that quickly. The way to address it is to make 
sure that people get the same returns when they bet locally. Most people do not want to jump onto the internet 
unless they really have to. A lot of them do not like sending their money away or operating a forward account. 
Credit betting is also a bit dangerous. 

The generation of direct funding of $2 million to grassroots sporting organisations at a play-off is tremendous. I 
note in the bill some reference to foot running and other events. I would like some explanation, when the 
minister is on his feet, of what that actually entails. It may be the start of professional foot running again, such as 
the Stawell Gift or something like that. If that is what it is intended for, I would like to hear an explanation of 
what it is about. 

As I said about fixed-odds betting, the turnover of oncourse bookmakers in 2007-08 was $100 million. Again I 
am quoting these figures that have been given to me because I believe that we need to understand the enormity 
of the industry. Along with that, there is telephone betting at $20 million and internet betting at $12 million. That 
is a total of $132 million in betting turnover. Of course, the state is quite happy about that because it takes its 
little bit off the side. While there is that sort of turnover, our industry will remain in quite safe hands if the 
money is distributed in an equitable and fair way and if we do not allow, under this bill, things to get 
bottlenecked or returns to the industry to be distributed slowly. 

Another thing that is important to me when money is being distributed is an awareness of the grassroots system. 
I know that the member for Kalgoorlie and others have spoken about this, especially about support for the 
grassroots industry at Albany, because the grassroots is where jobs are created, where the industry was born out 
of and where dreams come from. Dreams are what I think they are: there is a long way to go to get a winner on a 
racetrack. However, if we do not support the grassroots industry, the same will happen as I have seen with 
football where for a long time support never went back into the grassroots and then there was a drop-off in the 
production of players. I foresee the same thing happening, and probably more so, in the pacing industry, which 
has many small trainers and people such as farriers, vets and so on who earn their living from working around 
the grassroots in country areas. In areas along the highway now there are major studs, and going further south 
there are smaller owner-trainers, hobby trainers, friends of trainers and others. All of them have an interest in 
racing, they all go to the trots and they all probably have a few bob each on some race, which contributes to the 
turnover that goes back into the industry. I beg the minister to look after these people and not to fall into the trap 
of going along with the major push to consider the Hong Kong model, which occurred at one stage in the racing 
industry in Western Australia. That model of half a dozen or a dozen trainers, which we would call professional 
trainers, would ruin much of Australia’s culture and history. We have the Melbourne Cup coming up soon and 
everyone who has anything to do with horses has a dream about winning a Melbourne Cup race. We do not want 
to take that away by having a commercially structured system where a battler cannot get his horse up. It was 
great to see Joe Janiak, who bought a horse for a couple of thousand dollars and got a return of millions, wear a 
top hat at Royal Ascot in England. We do not want to take away that dream. Let us keep working on that line. 
Let us retain the money in our state as much as possible. If we do, I am sure that the industry will go forward. 

I am a little concerned, though, about a promise that was made about a Perth festival. I recall that the Premier at 
the time guaranteed $7 million to have a major racing festival at the gallops in Perth over the Christmas period. 
The Liberal Party then followed with its promises but the festival did not eventuate. Now it has become the 
Minister for Tourism’s baby, and she has said, “I know nothing about it.” That is a disappointment, to say the 
least. I think that somewhere along the line, given the returns that come back to the state government, we should 
be able to consider having a major racing festival in Perth encompassing the three codes. I think we have to work 
on that. 

One of the disappointing aspects of this matter—although it may be considered a side issue—which is also under 
the hat of racing and gaming, relates to the cancellation of racing at Gloucester Park on New Year’s Eve. 
Something like 30 000-odd people usually turn up there. I wonder where they are going to go. I do not know 
what they are going to do. I am sure this issue will bubble up somewhere. People will not stay home. Young 
people may go out to an uncontrolled area or somewhere such as Scarborough Beach—I am not criticising that 
area. This issue will pop up because the restrictions and possible fines that were put on Gloucester Park have 
made it financially unviable to run the New Year’s Eve program for those 30 000 people. I have probably been 
going there on New Year’s Eve for close on 20 years. Yes, there have been one or two disturbances, but I can tell 
members that it is a lot safer than Northbridge! It is a lot safer than some of the other areas where people gather 
to celebrate New Year’s Eve, because there is security, it is in a confined area and there is a system for alcohol 
control. Although someone will always beat the system, people under 18 years of age have had to wear a 
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wristband. I have a granddaughter at that lovely age of 16 years and she had a band put on her wrist, which she 
reckoned was against her civil liberties. She played up like hell, but her grandad did the right thing. I had to put 
my phone number on the wristband so that if she were caught in trouble, the phone would ring and I would have 
to go and collect her. Some people were able to get around that system, but I found it very difficult. People with 
a different coloured wristband could buy alcohol without any restriction because it meant they were over the age 
of 18 years. Those sorts of measures have been implemented, yet we saw licensees fined in the vicinity of 
$50 000 to $70 000 for a breach of the Liquor Act. They have done their best, but what do we do? We put people 
out on the streets where there is no restriction on alcohol consumption and no security. We are going to have a 
problem if we do that. I again ask the minister to have a really close look at this issue. I have spoken about the 
number of people needed as security guards, especially in outer areas, but I can tell members that in Gloucester 
Park there was more security than I think was necessary at times. The police presence was a bit overpowering. 
When we walked out of the gate, there were probably 30 police officers and horses at the gate. Even my wife 
said that it was a bit of an overkill. Then we found out that if someone is caught short and goes behind a tree and 
is caught, that person can be fined. I got the words wrong yesterday, so I want to make sure I get it right. That is 
going to happen. That is something that we do not want to happen, but it is going to happen. However, it is not a 
major incident that causes a riot or causes police to be injured. I once saw a pushing and shoving match between 
two 18 or 20-year-old kids at a betting ring, but the security people got there straightaway. When we are looking 
at these issues, we need to sort out some of these problems, because, again, it is about turnover. How much 
turnover is the state missing out on? It is not only about Gloucester Park. It is about the state as well. Therefore, 
we need to work through these issues.  

The other issue, to get back to country racing, is security guards. The country racing clubs should be judged on 
their history. If a country racing club has had no problems for many years, that should be to its credit. The 
Yalgoo Jockey Club complained to me when I went out there that it is required to have 10 security officers on 
site, at a cost of $40 an hour each. That will nearly finish off that club. There are only five volunteers there who 
work the whole system. They do it for the locals and for the tourists from Geraldton who go out there in their 
droves in their campervans. If we keep that requirement going, that club will fail, and so too will a part of our 
Western Australian history, because those races have been going for years and years. I think the other club that 
complained was Meekatharra. There is the same problem there. We should at least give these clubs some credit 
for having run the races well for the past 20 years. If the racing clubs fail to measure up, we can then implement 
these things. At this stage, these are real picnic country meetings, and they should remain so. From time to time, 
sure, there will be some major problems. But I can tell members that, in most cases, any problems are fixed by 
the locals very quickly. We need to make sure that things keep bubbling along in this industry. I can tell 
members that at Yalgoo, there were not many horses that would ever be going to town to win a Melbourne Cup. 
Even the member for Kalgoorlie would have found that the horses were very slow.  

All in all, I certainly support the bill. It has probably taken a bit too long to get into this place, but it is a step in 
the right direction. I will listen intently to see how the minister intends to address the issue of funding and how 
he will ensure that the money comes back to the industry quickly and is not siphoned off by some interest group. 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah) [11.42 am]: I am very pleased to make a very small contribution to the 
Racing and Wagering Legislation Amendment Bill 2009. I always like listening to the member for Collie-
Preston’s insights into the racing industry in Western Australia.  

Some members might not be aware, but, when I was younger, I actually had aspirations to become a jockey.  

Mr J.E. McGrath: You’ve got the right voice for it! 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I met the height restriction. The only problem is that —  

Mr R.H. Cook: What about your basketball career? Your basketball career was no good! 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: No. I had no chance of being a basketballer!  

I certainly has an interest in the racing industry. I was born and bred in Northam. Northam Race Club is a very 
strong club. I think that club has been in existence for nearly 100 years. Both Northam Race Club and Northam 
Trotting Club have a long history of racing and pacing in Western Australia. In my first job, when I was a 16 or 
17-year-old, I worked at The Sunday Times, and I used to report the placings of the trotters at Northam Race 
Club. My love of horseracing then grew into an aspiration to become a jockey. However, after being introduced 
to a very large horse, I decided that I was too scared of horses and should find a different line of occupation! 

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Yes. I could go on about my boxing career, too. The member for Bassendean reminds 
me of my possible boxing career. I also had aspirations of becoming a boxer. Some members may not be aware, 
but my father was a Golden Gloves winner back in 1962. I had aspirations of following in my father’s footsteps, 
but he took me to the Northam Police and Citizens Youth Club one night as a 10-year-old, and he laced me up in 
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a couple of gloves, and as I pranced around, sort of mimicking Jerry Lewis in the famous movie that he was in, 
the young fellow whom I was boxing against hooked me beautifully in the jaw, and I fell flat down to the 
ground! I always remember looking up at my dad with a dazed look as he buried his head in his hands, and that 
was the end of my possible career as a boxer!  

I then had the wonderful aspiration of becoming a bookie, because I was very inspired by those blokes who used 
to carry around huge cases that I always thought were full of cash. I suppose they are still full of cash, but 
probably not as much cash as some of those bookies used to carry around. In fact, the mum of a good mate of 
mine at Northam High School used to work at Northam Race Club. She would pick us up on race day and take 
us out to the club for the last five or six races. Back then at school, we used to have what is called silent reading. 
I think the schools still have it. On race day, we used to day read the race book for silent reading and pick out 
who we were going to put our bets on! I digress with that short history of my aspirations and abject failures.  

The points that the member for Collie-Preston has made are very important. We should not underestimate the 
wonderful history of racing and pacing in some of our magnificent Western Australian towns and regions. Some 
towns that now either do not exist or have experienced a rapid reduction in population used to be very vibrant 
places. They used to have race clubs. There used to be a race club in Narrogin near my family’s farm. I 
remember my grandfather showing that to me once. Many of the towns in Western Australia, particularly as they 
were developing, used to have small race clubs. Racing was a very important part of the social and cultural 
calendar of those communities. We should relish that wonderful cultural history, no matter whether it is in the 
goldfields region or in the Pilbara. I remember some of the dusty racetracks that we used to have in Western 
Australia. I think, member for Kalgoorlie, that Kookynie might have had a racetrack at some stage. Is it 
Kookynie? The member for Kalgoorlie would know that better than I would. There are some wonderful places in 
Western Australia that have a rich history of racing. Over the past few years, many of these racing clubs have 
closed, and many of these clubs have faced closure and have had to rapidly change the way in which they do 
things and the number of race meets that they have every year et cetera. When I was teaching at Three Springs, 
the Mingenew races was a great day out for everyone in that mid-west area, Everyone would flock to the 
Mingenew races. We even had two-up afterwards, which I thought was pretty good too. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: They still do! 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: That is right. We should relish the culture and the history of racing in Western 
Australia. It has been an integral part of the culture of many, many Western Australian towns and regions. I am 
sure that the intention of this legislation is to ensure that we do whatever we can to strengthen the viability and 
sustainability of racing in Western Australia. These proposed changes are therefore supported, as the member for 
Collie-Preston said.  

I am very interested in what this legislation means for clubs such as the Pinjarra Race Club, the Pinjarra Trotting 
Club, the Larkhill complex north of my electorate, and the Mandurah dog track, of course, which has been 
through a great revamp. I visited the Mandurah dog track two weeks ago; it does not get as big a crowd on site as 
it used to, and I understand that is due to the televising of races et cetera, but these places are still very important. 

I also support the member for Collie-Preston’s comments about the tradition of the New Year’s Eve Gloucester 
Park event, as it has come to be. Many 40-plus-year-old people remember going there in their early 20s to what 
has been—I have attended a couple of times—a well-organised celebration of the turning of the year. The 
member for Collie-Preston made a very valid point: if we do not have those sorts of big events that are relatively 
inexpensive taking place, what else can we do to provide that opportunity? The member for Collie-Preston is not 
in his seat at the moment; he is probably betting on race 4 at Eyre, or somewhere around the place.  

I am very keen to hear the minister’s response about how these changes will enhance and continue the ongoing 
sustainability of large and small clubs throughout the state, and how he recognises their importance. The equine 
industry is a very important part of life in the community in the Peel region, and a lot of small and large-scale 
trainers call the Peel region home, and the new Perth-Bunbury highway gets them to and from races a bit quicker 
than has been the case previously. Racing is an important part of our economy, and a number of people from the 
Peel region are employed, either directly or indirectly, in the racing industry. Therefore, anything that ensures 
the vibrancy and sustainability of that industry is important to me, and it is certainly important to the people of 
my electorate. I am very interested to hear those comments from the minister. I will not talk about another issue, 
but I know my good friend the member for Maylands is very keen to talk about a particular issue that she is 
excited about, as is the member for Albany—well, the member for Albany could talk about anything, but we will 
find out what he has to say! On that note, I thank the house for allowing me the opportunity to make a small 
contribution to this debate. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [11.53 am]: I will not speak at length, because I know the Minister for 
Racing and Gaming is very keen to get the Racing and Wagering Legislation Amendment Bill 2009 and 
associated legislation through quickly. It is has been encouraging that members opposite have been speaking 
about the racing industry, because since I became a member of this place I have been disappointed that the 
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racing industry does not seem to have much attention paid to it. I remember taking a former Leader of the 
Liberal Party to the Ascot races one day, and he admitted that he had never been to Ascot in his life—ever; I 
could not believe it.  

Mr P.B. Watson: Was he a priest?  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: No, he was not! People either understand and like racing or they do not, and I think that is 
a great shame because the racing industry is part of Australian history and part of our folklore. In a couple of 
weeks the Melbourne Cup will be run on the first Tuesday in November—“the race that stops a nation”—and I 
think it is great that people who are interested in racing and those who are not usually interested in racing take an 
interest in that race. I think that the role of the horse has played an important part throughout our nation’s 
history, and that, coupled with our Irish heritage, I guess, has led to our becoming such a very strong racing 
nation. 

I will speak briefly about this legislation that, I am sure, will be agreed to by both sides of the house. It has been 
brought about by a situation that has provided the greatest challenge the racing industry has faced since the days 
of the old starting price bookmakers in the post-war years. A lot of bets were placed with SP bookmakers but the 
money did not go back into the industry, and racing was on its knees in those days. The late J.P. Stratton, a 
former president of the Western Australian Trotting Association, came up with the idea that we should have the 
Totalisator Agency Board—an off-course tote—and that the revenue from that off-course tote should be 
channelled back into the industry. I think that was the start of racing becoming an important sport in this state 
especially, but also throughout Australia.  

In recent times the world has changed. We have moved from a situation whereby if people wanted to bet on the 
races, the trots or the greyhounds, they had to go either to the course and bet on the tote or with a bookmaker, or 
to a TAB. With the advent of the internet and the globalisation of the racing and gambling industry, racing has 
been confronted with challenges from other betting avenues. A couple of years ago we had the Betfair situation, 
whereby the government of the day decided to try to stop Betfair from setting up business in Western Australia. I 
was the opposition spokesperson for racing at the time, and we supported the legislation because the racing 
industry was very concerned about its revenue stream. The then opposition had some reservations because it did 
not think that the legislation would be enforceable. History has shown that to be correct, and Betfair won its case 
in the High Court. As a result, though, throughout Australia the states and territories realised that they needed to 
get together and all of the TABs had to come to some sort of an arrangement whereby they shared product fees, 
enabling the state and territories that had strong meetings to get good revenue out of those meetings. I refer to 
meetings such as Victoria’s Spring Racing Carnival, which will make a lot of money out of product fees. 
Western Australia will have to pay product fees to Victoria, as we do with all other states and territories, but this 
legislation will allow Western Australia to claim product fees from all the other states and territories that bet on 
our product.  

If we do not pass this legislation, it will cost the Western Australian racing industry in the vicinity of $18 million 
a year in product fees paid to other states so that Western Australians can bet on race meetings in Victoria, New 
South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, the Australian Capital Territory, the Northern Territory or Tasmania. 
This legislation will allow Western Australia to get its return. I believe the shortfall will be between $3 million 
and $5 million, which I find a bit surprising. I thought it might have been more than that, considering the huge 
racing carnivals that are held in Victoria and New South Wales every year, but as was pointed out to me in the 
briefing provided by the minister, the population of Victoria and New South Wales is such that a lot more people 
are betting there. Only a small percentage of people in the big states of Australia need to be betting on our 
product to return a reasonable amount of money to Western Australia. That is a good thing. However, the 
industry will still be between $3 million and $5 million out of pocket, and this provides an enormous challenge 
to the body with the responsibility of controlling the racing industry in Western Australia—Racing and 
Wagering WA.  

As announced in the house a couple of weeks ago, a joint committee of this Parliament has been formed to 
review the Racing and Wagering Western Australia Act 2003, and I am very happy to be part of that process. It 
will be very interesting to look at how the RWWA and the act are working. Most people in Western Australia 
believe that we have set the pace in Australia in moving to this model of governance in racing. The RWWA 
model is in many ways the envy of other states, but I will be interested to see how the model is performing and 
what challenges lie ahead. 

A couple of days ago, while the member for Mandurah probably still had his head on the pillow, dreaming away 
in his hotel room, I got up early and went down to the Bunbury racecourse to watch a bit of track work. I was 
very interested to see some of the things that are happening at Bunbury. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 
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Mr J.E. McGRATH: He is my very good friend. 

I was very interested to see what is happening at Bunbury in response to the challenges that the club here is 
facing. Bunbury is the second biggest centre for racing outside the metropolitan area. There are some 65 trainers 
and about 600 horses. It is an important regional centre. Rogan Josh, the Melbourne Cup winner, started his 
racing and training career in this area. Heron Bridge, a great sprinter that went to the eastern states and won the 
Newmarket Handicap, is trained by a postman, Noel Donovan, in Bunbury.  

Mr M.J. Cowper: Machine Gun Tom. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: The member for Murray-Wellington is giving me a hand here with a bit of his racing 
knowledge. Another great horse, Placid Ark, had his first start in a race at Bunbury, and was beaten by a local 
horse—Jungle Dawn or Jungle Mist—but went on to win the triple crown in the eastern states. 

Bunbury is a very vibrant racing area, but it faces huge challenges. The club is struggling to get the funding to 
make the improvements needed at the course. For instance, I was told by one of the trainers that 180 horses have 
to work on the sand track in the winter months because the grass tracks are too wet to gallop on safely. The club 
is looking at putting in a synthetic all-weather track. I think synthetic tracks are the future of racing, especially in 
view of the water shortages that we hear about so often, as a result of climate change. Members opposite remind 
us that it does not rain as much as it used to. The Bunbury club finds that it is using a lot of water to maintain its 
tracks, so it is looking at an all-weather synthetic track that will not require any watering. Horses can train on it 
every day of the week, and it might even be possible to use it for a race meeting. It will be designed in such a 
way that it will be big enough, wide enough and well enough cambered to hold race meetings on, so that in the 
winter months, when the Bunbury course is normally closed, it might be possible to hold race meetings at 
Bunbury. That would be a terrific boost for the industry because, as the minister will attest, if there is no product 
for the people in the TAB agencies or watching Sky Channel around Australia, there is no revenue for the 
industry. The racing industry relies upon revenue from gambling; that is a fact of life. These are some of the 
challenges facing clubs throughout the regions in Western Australia. Without the revenue that will be provided 
to the racing industry as a result of the legislation now before the house, those clubs will struggle to meet 
requirements for better infrastructure. 

I totally support what the minister is doing. I am very enthused by knowing that so many members are now 
getting behind the racing industry. I hope the minister gets plenty of support in cabinet when he raises the needs 
of the racing industry. A lot of people forget that racing is an industry that comes at no cost to the government. It 
generates its own revenue. At times, all the industry asks is to be able to keep a little more of the revenue it 
generates. Unlike hospitals and schools and other things that governments have to pour many millions of dollars 
into, the racing industry generates its own revenue. I support the legislation, and I hope it passes quickly today. I 
look forward to the minister’s explanation of the mechanics of how this legislation will be put into effect. 

It is also important that this legislation will bring the bookmakers in the Northern Territory and those operating 
offshore into line. They will all have to pay a fee to bet on Western Australian racing, which is very important. It 
is something for which we have been asking for a long time, because while those bookmakers have been able to 
operate in a very low tax environment in the Northern Territory, where they are licensed, they have been able to 
compete with an unfair advantage over bookmakers in Western Australia and the TAB. Now they will at least 
have to pay a product fee. Under this legislation, in agreeing to pay that product fee they will also agree to 
provide details of all their transactions, so the stewards will have a trail showing where the money has been bet. 
This will really help with the governance of racing. It is a step in the right direction, but there is still much to be 
done to establish how the industry will manage the rise of corporate bookmakers and internet betting. I support 
what the minister is doing. 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.06 pm]: I fully support the Racing and Wagering Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2009. I hope that some of the money coming back into Racing and Wagering Western Australia goes into 
country race clubs. I am sure that the member for Kalgoorlie will be looking at this from the same angle. People 
do not seem to realise the amount of money that people in regional areas put into racing clubs. I am sure the 
member for Kalgoorlie will agree about the number of people who put money into TABs in Kalgoorlie, Albany, 
Geraldton and Bunbury. RWWA has tended to look after the city-centric part of racing and trotting. We have 
continually seen Gloucester Park not running at a profit, and having money put into it, yet the first place where 
costs are cut is in regional areas. I know that the Albany Harness Club has had some of its meetings dropped. As 
soon as there is a problem, RWWA looks to the country and takes money away. 

Racing and trotting in my community, and right throughout the south west and the great southern, employs a 
huge number of people, including jockeys, trainers, farriers and transport contractors. These people are forgotten 
when decisions are made in Perth about what will happen in regional areas. In Albany we have some of the top 
trainers in the state, including Steve Wolfe, Paul Hunter, Peter Weston and Dixie Solly. They win races not only 
in Albany but all over Western Australia. They win races in the city, and Steve Wolfe has had horses run in 
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Melbourne. If we take away the grassroots support for clubs, eventually the big city clubs will also suffer. I 
know that Steve Wolfe has four or five horses running each weekend in Perth, and maybe Paul Hunter and Peter 
Weston have one or two each. These are just some of the trainers who go to Perth regularly. If we lose this 
support in regional areas, the base of the pyramid will simply fall away. 

It is great that we will get that extra $18 million. I fully support the bill but, as I have said, we must look after 
regional racing. I do not know whether that can be done through having legislation to require RWWA to put 
aside resources in the future to look after regional areas. I do not know whether that is possible, but I am sure 
that when the inquiry into RWWA commences, it will be looking at all those issues. All I can say is that country 
clubs keep Perth racing and trotting going, and I fully support any way in which they can get extra money. I just 
hope that it goes to the right areas. 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Kalgoorlie) [12.09 pm]: I support the Racing and Wagering Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2009. I have been a punter, a racehorse owner, a bookie’s clerk, a bookmaker and also the Minister for 
Racing and Gaming. In fact, I was the Minister for Racing and Gaming when Western Australia took action in 
the High Court to stop Betfair operating in Australia. The year before that I was in a marquee at the Melbourne 
Cup, along with the member for Albany, the member for Collie-Preston and a couple of former members of this 
house, and we had the privilege of seeing Makybe Diva win her historic third Melbourne Cup. I also saw on that 
day James Packer meet the then Premier of Tasmania. In the following weeks it became evident why he met the 
Premier of Tasmania. I think it was a black day for Australian racing, and led to the introduction of Betfair. This 
legislation will help Western Australia overcome its disadvantage from Betfair’s involvement. I say that Betfair 
is a disadvantage to Western Australia because it does not return anything to the racing industry. Members have 
all spoken today about how well the Western Australian racing industry in general is going, and that is a fact, but 
Betfair puts nothing back into that industry. Once this legislation is passed, it will overcome that situation. 

The other area with which I have raised concern is the way that Betfair operates. The fact that punters can bet on 
a horse to lose will lead to corruption. It has led to corruption in England. I believe that one day it will happen in 
Australia. However, under this legislation, not only will there be product fees from Betfair, but also agencies like 
Betfair that bet on Western Australian races will have to cooperate with the Western Australian racing stewards, 
and that in some way will help make our racing industry as fair and transparent as it has been. 

I will not speak for much longer. Like the member for South Perth and the member for Albany, I have the 
privilege of serving on the Joint Standing Committee on the Review of the Racing and Wagering Western 
Australia Acts. Like the member for Collie-Preston, I have serious concerns about the racing industry. I think the 
biggest threat facing the racing industry in Western Australia is not the racing legislation, but the Liquor Control 
Act and the way it is being administered, particularly at events such as the Port Hedland Cup, the Kalgoorlie Cup 
and Gloucester Park’s New Year’s Eve event. Events such as these have got out of hand and, as a member of this 
house, I intend to do something about it. 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray-Wellington — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.12 pm]: It would be remiss of me 
not to speak on the Racing and Wagering Legislation Amendment Bill 2009 given that the Murray-Wellington 
electorate is renowned for its equine industry. I was once told that, setting aside Alcoa, the equine industry 
produces as much income for the people of my electorate as any other industry. There are a number of renowned 
studs throughout the electorate, including the world-famous Heytesbury stud and Coral Park, which belongs to 
Glen Money, who has a very famous horse, Beau Sovereign, which the member for South Perth forgot to 
mention. A street in North Dandalup is named after that horse. Further south, in Harvey, there is the Remlap 
stud, which is owned by the Palmer family; Evergreen Lodge, which was Vince Yovich’s place, but he is no 
longer with us unfortunately and I am not sure who owns it now; Mickey Campbell’s Bellbridge Park, which is 
the home of Machine Gun Tom, a Perth Cup winner—that is another horse that the member for South Perth 
forgot to mention; and so the story goes on. 

I am the patron of the Pinjarra Trotting Club, which arguably has the best track in Western Australia. Any of the 
top trainers will tell people that the Pinjarra track is arguably the best track in Western Australia. It has a 1 000-
metre track that has been redeveloped in recent times. The downside of that facility is the offcourse facilities. For 
those who do not know, the building has been demolished in recent weeks. The building was transferred to 
Pinjarra from Gloucester Park in the 1960s and then added to when Richmond Raceway in Fremantle was 
demolished in the late 1970s or early 1980s. Pinjarra had virtually second-hand facilities from day one. One of 
the problems at Pinjarra is that it has been unable to attract sponsors to provide the necessary purses to attract 
good fields. I am very pleased to say that Racing and Wagering Western Australia has stumped up some capital 
to rebuild what I hope is only the first stage of the redevelopment of Pinjarra Park. Given its proximity to the 
new freeway, which means that it is only about 45 minutes from the Perth metropolitan area and only about 50 
minutes from Bunbury, I believe it has the potential to become the premier trotting facility in Western Australia. 
That is not to say that I am not a very big fan of Gloucester Park. However, the problem with Gloucester Park is 
that it has restrictions on the nature of the circuit. It is well known that once a horse gets to the front at 
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Gloucester Park, it is pretty hard for other horses to overtake it on that circuit. The prospect of adding to the 
length of that track is restricted by the high value of land in the area. 

I also need to speak about the Harvey Trotting Club. It is a very good locally run and serviced club. The member 
for Collie-Preston and I have had the pleasure of going to the club on a number of occasions and seeing the great 
work that is being done at that location. I am also aware that there is a problem with the Harvey club that 
probably needs to be addressed. It does not have a broadband connection or the fibre-optic link that allows it to 
hook up to the Australian network to go online. For those who do not know, Pinjarra Park operates on Mondays 
and the Harvey track operates on Tuesday or Wednesday nights. There is lighting at that racetrack. It is a great 
night out and I encourage people to go there. 

I believe that students and teachers from Harvey Primary School might be in the audience today. The principal of 
that school is Mr Colin Brand, and hopefully the students from Harvey Primary School who are here today learn 
about Parliament. 

Just across the border in the member for Mandurah’s electorate there is the very good greyhound facility on 
Gordon Road. Large numbers of people who are members of the chasing fraternity live in the Murray-
Wellington electorate, primarily in and around Nambeelup. Subdivisions have been developed in that area over a 
number of years to allow people to train and house greyhounds to accommodate the racing in Mandurah. All in 
all, minister, I do not believe the facilities in the Murray-Wellington electorate have been getting their cut of the 
pie. For instance, the Pinjarra Trotting Club operates on Monday nights. No other club wanted to operate on 
Monday nights, but Pinjarra Trotting Club took it on and has made it a very big success. The revenue turnover at 
that facility is not commensurate with the amount of money that it generates on Monday nights. Given that not a 
lot of racing occurs in Australia on Mondays, Pinjarra Trotting Club gets a lot of interest from right across 
Australia and generates a lot of money for RWWA.  

Pinjarra Park reopened the racing track for this summer. It is an all-weather track. It has a seven-furlong straight. 
I believe there is a 1 000 or 1 100-metre front straight at Pinjarra Park. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: It is 1 200 metres. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: It is 1 200 metres. For those who are not familiar with racing, trotting is arguably the 
fairest type of racing. Pinjarra Park has a 1 000-metre straight. The horses are lined up in a dead-straight line and 
when they jump, they compete on a fairly even basis, as opposed to running on a circuit. The offcourse facilities 
at Pinjarra have been upgraded in recent times; however, they are showing their age. I believe it also has the 
potential to fulfil a requirement when Belmont Park Racecourse, which is a winter track, undergoes 
redevelopment. Of course, summer racing has returned to Ascot Racecourse in the metropolitan area, but, as we 
well know, there are plans to redevelop Belmont and it may be possible that the overflow from that development 
could be taken up by an all-weather track, now well established, at Pinjarra, which is not far from the Perth 
metropolitan area.  

I support the legislation because it will, hopefully, return money to the industry, but I ask the minister to ensure 
that the distribution of those funds goes equally to the racing, pacing and chasing sectors, including those in my 
electorate, but also in those electorates right across Western Australia, from Broome in the north, to Kalgoorlie 
in the east and to Albany in the south. I trust that the minister will ensure that occurs.  

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.20 pm]: I rise to speak on these racing bills and, in particular, to recognise 
that Labor has struck a balance in supporting an extremely powerful industry in Australia and an integral part of 
our culture. It is an $8 billion a year industry in Australia. It is the third largest employer in Australia, depending 
on whose figures one reads. The balance that Labor has struck is supporting this industry and its development 
and knowing that it is based on gambling. There is a very inherent contradiction in those two factors for me 
personally, and I am sure that it has been a consideration for the Australian Labor Party over the years as well. I 
must also support the policy that Betfair should not be allowed into this state. I recognise the fact that the work 
done on that policy was extremely good. Betfair is not a part of the industry that we need or should support in 
Western Australia.  

Horses are not dumb animals, firstly, because they do not bet on people. They are the backbone of this industry. 
Although I have heard members name some famous racehorses, not one has pointed out that none of the money 
that is coming back into the industry is being directed to the welfare of horses. Without horses people would 
look pretty silly trying to run racing. The Australian racing thoroughbred horse industry has some very good 
guidelines set around the welfare of the horse. I do not have time to go through them at the moment, but they 
make a considerable effort to look after these creatures that so willingly give people their trust. Some of this 
money must go towards the welfare of the horse. We simply cannot talk about money going into foot racing and 
other types of sport while we totally ignore the fact that without the horse, and its correct treatment and welfare, 
we will not have the billions of dollars that this industry generates. Look, for example, at what happened last 
year when equine influenza hit the industry. Some $100 000 a day was lost in the New South Wales racing 
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industry. How many dollars are going into research to prevent equine influenza from crippling this industry 
again? The Hendra virus causes a heinous condition and is very much unresearched and not well understood in 
this country. It has the capacity to further cripple this incredibly vital industry. If we are not putting some of this 
money into research, what then are we doing to this industry?  

The Australian Horse Industry Council has attempted to levy every horse owner when registering a horse for any 
type of equestrian discipline. It has been reduced to the level of having what it calls a zero-based levy, which 
simply means that it does not levy anyone until something catastrophic happens. I do not think that is an 
intelligent way of going about preventing the crippling of the industry by these kinds of diseases. Money has to 
be put into research. I would encourage that to be looked at, not just in light of these amendments, but also in the 
review of the Racing and Wagering Western Australia Act. 

The final issue I wanted to talk about is the promotion of racing. I refer to an article that I have taken out of The 
Australian of 20 October. The article is titled “Booze and breasts before horses”. Part of it reads — 

It is the biggest weakness in the promotion of racing that the emphasis is on fashion, booze and an 
unrealistic expectation that winning money wagering is a doddle. Racing sells everything bar the horse 
which, of course, is at the core of the sport and business. In fact it does the very opposite. 

I mention the Australian Racing Board’s attempts to bring in rules that reduce the whipping of horses by jockeys 
in races. The ARB backed down and changed the rule three times in the past month. That is simply not good 
enough. A decent horseman or horsewoman does not need to whip a horse. If members ask jockeys who have 
been around for a long time, they will be told that it is about time that jockeys started to learn to ride properly 
and not to whip. The last paragraph of that article reads — 

Racing should be about promoting the beauty and grace of horses in full flight. It is the king of sports. It 
is not just an industry. Because every spring racing event sells itself on booze, breasts and punting, it 
will only ever be a gimmick. It has got to sell the horse and not the banality that surrounds it. 

I will also read a short quote from a man called Xenophon. He is not very modern; in fact, he was a Greek 
historian who was alive in 431 BC. He is credited with being the first person to have ever written a book about 
horsemanship and horse mastering. One of his many amazing comments was this — 

For what the horse does under compulsion is done without understanding; and there is no beauty in it 
either, any more than if one should whip and spur a dancer.  

I want the minister to make sure that some of this money goes to preventing disease and strengthening the 
welfare of the horse in this very important industry.  

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [12.26 pm]: I assure the minister that I shall be brief because I know 
that he wants to get his bill through soon. I think it is important to first state that I support almost all this 
legislation. I have said in the past how as a family we go to the trotting races and the dog races. It is a fun day 
out. I appreciate that this levy will help particularly those smaller tracks that do not earn quite so much. Those 
tracks in smaller towns help to hold the community together with a day out. I therefore support that aspect.  

The part of the legislation that I would consider crossing the floor on, but it would not do any good, is the 
amendment to delete section 24(1aa). Section 24(1aa) was inserted in 2004 and reads — 

A person who bets through the use of a betting exchange commits an offence.  

Penalty: $10 000, or 24 months imprisonment, or both.  

There was a lot of debate when it went through Parliament a few years ago. I think it was a wise decision not to 
allow betting exchanges to become established in Western Australia. The Education and Health Standing 
Committee recently travelled to the eastern states where it saw the problems that people in the eastern states have 
with gambling. Betting exchanges encourage gambling. It is not a fun day out at the races once people can use a 
computer at home with a banking facility. I believe that betting exchanges will lead to addiction gamblers. 
Unfortunately, we cannot do anything about it. I appreciate the fact that the minister has to delete this section. 
The reason is that someone challenged our legislation. The case went as far as the High Court. Unfortunately, 
because of section 92 of the commonwealth Constitution, which does not allow any restriction on trade between 
the states, the High Court decided 7:1 that our legislation was unconstitutional. I understand why the section is to 
be deleted. I think it reflects very poorly on the High Court. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 8409.]  

Sitting suspended from 12.30 to 2.00 pm 
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTORAL SYSTEM — BUSSELTON COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

835. Mr P. PAPALIA to the Minister for Local Government: 

(1) Does the recent result in the Busselton council elections in which seven candidates openly ran as a 
ticket and all succeeded in being elected prove that the minister’s attempt to change the voting system 
to prevent factional tickets has failed?  

(2) Is the minister aware that the Treasurer, the member for Vasse, funded a group that supported these 
seven candidates, including Councillor Anne Ryan who is the subject of four misconduct findings as a 
result of the Corruption and Crime Commission investigations into Smiths Beach? 

(3) Were the Treasurer’s actions in this regard appropriate? 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Local Government, I will advise you that once again that an opinion is sought with 
respect to the last question that the member has asked. Opinions can certainly be given if that is the case, but you 
are not required to deliver an opinion, minister. I ask that you answer the remainder of the question. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(1)-(2) Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I thank the member for Warnbro for his question. I think from memory 
about 97 per cent of all local governments in Western Australia requested the change in the voting to 
first-past-the-post. This Liberal-National government agreed to that because we believe that is the best 
system for local government voting. That is what has happened, that has occurred and that is the system 
that was put in place for Western Australia. That was passed. We have the numbers; members opposite 
do not. That legislation was passed. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members!  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: I am not aware of any candidate whom the Treasurer or anybody else in Western 
Australia has funded. That is an allegation. Can I just say to the — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members!  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: If the member for Warnbro has any proof of wrongdoing, there are all the appropriate 
places he can go to. If the member has any proof, he can let me know and we will go through the standards panel 
or any other panel that is available to him. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park!  

HOLIDAY HOME SECTOR — TOWN PLANNING SCHEMES 

836. Mr M.J. COWPER to the Minister for Planning: 

I understand there has been some confusion about what is allowable in the holiday home sector. I note holiday 
home owners in Busselton received letters from the shire that suggest they are in breach of the town planning 
scheme and advise them to cease letting their premises for tourist accommodation. Can the minister please tell us 
what he is doing to clarify the status of holiday homes in Western Australia? 

Dr K.D. Hames: It’s the same in Mandurah. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

This has been an issue in the Shire of Busselton specifically, but as the member for Dawesville just interjected, it 
is also an issue in the City of Mandurah and indeed in a number of other local government areas, particularly in 
coastal parts of Western Australia. The problem has been that quite a significant number of privately owned 
homes have for some time been let out for short-stay accommodation, but over which there is really insufficient 
regulation in relation to some of the noisier activities and antisocial behaviour that has occurred on occasions, 
particularly during schoolies week. That has been a problem for not only neighbouring residents, of course, but 
also the police in seeking to adequately respond to the problems that have arisen.  

The Shire of Busselton sought in 2002, I understand, to initiate an amendment to its local planning scheme to 
enable short-stay holiday home accommodation to be an acceptable use within its planning scheme and without 
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needing planning approval. However, the problem as I understand it has been that the implementation of that 
amendment as originally proposed would have meant that higher end accommodation would have been able to 
continue to operate, subject to accreditation with the Tourism Council Western Australia, but it would have 
prevented the lower end accommodation, owned by people with more modest means perhaps, from being able to 
operate.  

Certainly, from this government’s point of view at least, we want to ensure the continued operation of holiday 
homes in a reasonable way without excessive restrictions. My predecessor attempted to deal with this issue; a 
working group was established and that is fine. I do not suggest that having a consultative group is a bad thing, 
but it went on for about three years until the previous government was defeated in the September 2008 election 
and the issue was still unresolved. It is one of numerous issues that have had to be resolved under this 
government. I commend the officers of the Department of Planning who have turned their attention to finding an 
acceptable resolution to this issue. A planning bulletin entitled “Guidelines—Holiday Homes: short stay use of 
residential dwellings” has now been adopted and published by the Western Australian Planning Commission that 
establishes guidelines for holiday homes. Amendment 46 of the Shire of Busselton will need to be modified to 
incorporate those guidelines in general terms at least. As substantial changes are proposed, it will require re-
advertising, which the Shire of Busselton will very soon undertake, so that there can be an appropriate regulatory 
regime in a fairly light-handed way to ensure that there is certainty in relation to short-stay accommodation in 
the Shire of Busselton, and potentially in other local government areas as well.  

Briefly, these guidelines will define holiday homes, and they seek to reduce conflict between holiday homes and 
ordinary homes, particularly in the residential zone. The policy also does that by encouraging holiday homes to 
be located within preferred areas of high tourism amenity, such as near beaches or town centres.  

Mr J.N. Hyde: Did cabinet tick off on this? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: No, it has not been through cabinet. It is not something that has needed to go through cabinet; 
it is something that has been dealt with by me as Minister for Planning and the relevant officers.  

An approval period of one year is suggested initially, which should be renewable for longer periods at the 
discretion of local governments in cases in which there is acceptable use of the particular short-stay 
accommodation. Therefore, this will not only put in place a much greater degree of certainty for the owners of 
these residences and for the people who want to use them, but also, I think, provide adequate protection for 
neighbours and the local community. 

JUNE O’CONNOR CENTRE — CLOSURE 

837. Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN to the Minister for Mental Health: 

(1) Is the minister aware that the June O’Connor Centre, which operates in Mandurah and currently 
provides services to 155 clients, will close by the end of November unless urgent ongoing funding by 
the minister’s department is provided?  

(2) What will the Minister for Mental Health do to prevent this service closing and to ensure mental health 
services are provided to the people of Mandurah and the Peel region into the future and maintained? 

(3) In light of this and other cutbacks, does the minister deny that he is cutting front-line mental health 
services? 

(4) Why does the minister not just tell the truth about his mental health cuts?  

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

Recently I attended the Rockingham June O’Connor Centre to recognise the great work it does in supporting 
people in the community. The member for Rockingham was also there, and it was a good day. It is a service that 
the government recognises is important in supporting people in the community with mental illness.  

(1)-(4) The Mandurah June O’Connor Centre is under consideration by this government. I met June O’Connor 
on that day. She talked to me about the centre, and we are having further discussions about funding for 
the very good service the centre provides in a home environment to support people with mental illness. 

This government is committed to supporting people with mental illness. As I have said before in this 
house, we do quite well treating people with acute illness, but what do we do to prevent people with 
acute illness needing to go to hospital, and how do we support them in the community so that they do 
not have to go to hospital for acute health care? Obviously, when they go to hospital, we have the 
services for them. I have previously made this statement in this place. The government would not have 
gone to the trouble of establishing a portfolio for mental health, with all the things it is doing to make it 
operational and to deliver services for people with mental illness in the community, if it were not 
committed to supporting people with mental illness. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 
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Dr G.G. JACOBS: The member for Kwinana keeps on bringing subjects to this house with half the story. He 
gets pinches of information—only half the information—and then comes in here — 

Point of Order 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We have limited time and the Minister for Mental Health has now taken a number of 
minutes. The question related to the Mandurah June O’Connor Centre. On the basis of standing order 78, I ask 
that the minister be brought back to that question. 

The SPEAKER: I will not take the point of order. However, if members to my left and to my right would cease 
to interject, I am sure that members in this place would have more opportunity to ask questions and to get 
answers. Minister, it is a short amount of time and I ask you to make a rapid conclusion to your answer. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Thank you for that direction, Mr Speaker. This government is committed to supporting 
people in the community. I am meeting with June O’Connor and I thank the member for Mandurah for 
communicating on this matter. I will meet with June O’Connor and the committee in pursuit of our passion and 
compassion in delivering community services for people with mental illness. 

Dr K.D. Hames: Good answer! 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Why isn’t the Minister for Health standing up for the people of Mandurah? He is not 
doing it. He has done nothing, and he knows it! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, we just heard a point of order from the member for Rockingham about 
time being wasted in this house, whether you believe it or not. I formally call you for the second time. 

BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS 

838. Mr A.J. SIMPSON to the Minister for Emergency Services: 

As the minister is aware, during this winter there has been much heavier rainfall across Western Australia, 
especially in the south west. Will the minister outline to the house what has been done for the upcoming bushfire 
season and detail what the state government has done to prepare for this? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

Before I answer the question, on behalf of the member for Vasse I acknowledge the students from Cornerstone 
Christian College and Mary MacKillop Catholic Regional College in the gallery today. There are a lot of them! 

I thank the member for Darling Range for the question. It is a very serious question, and I need to give a very 
serious answer. In the wake of the Victorian bushfire tragedy, there is no doubt that this issue has been front and 
centre in not only my mind but also the collective thinking of the government. I have taken extensive measures 
to prepare our state, including the introduction of the StateAlert early warning system, making Western Australia 
the first jurisdiction in Australia to have an early warning system in operation. 

Mr M.P. Murray: That’s no good if you haven’t got a phone tower! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We will look after the member for Collie-Preston and his area; I promise him. We have 
fantastic volunteers down there who will look after his residence.  

We will have an effective system that we will use as an adjunct to our normal warning and community 
information procedures. This was, in fact, one of the key preliminary recommendations of the 2009 Victorian 
Bushfires Royal Commission. The government has introduced a legislative package, which is currently before 
Parliament, which addresses key issues and recommendations on the control of major fires. These amendments 
to the Bush Fires Act 1954 will ensure that we have much better coordination and communication and that 
resources are maximised in a crisis. This package will also ensure that we are brought into line with the rest of 
Australia by having the capacity to declare total fire bans. Such a declaration will not only limit the outbreak of 
fires, but also help business to better manage by applying for exemptions that may be granted under certain 
circumstances. The government will also implement a revision of the national fire danger rating system and 
clarify the legal definition of the word “property”, closing loopholes that previously allowed arsonists, 
potentially, to escape prosecution. I have also instigated a bushfire forum and the Western Australian Bush Fire 
Summit, the first in Australia. That was convened just two months ago at my request and brought together the 
state’s key players to discuss fire management issues in readiness for the season.  

We have been warned by the Bureau of Meteorology that we are going to face probably the worst bushfire 
season of the past decade. We have taken note of that and we have made sure that our agencies work 
cooperatively in the way that they should, and I feel quite confident that with them working cooperatively we are 
in the best position to fight any major bushfires that we do have, particularly in Bunbury and the south west 
region, which will be very prone to bushfires this coming season. The reason for the problem is that we have had 



8406 [ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 21 October 2009] 

 

more rain during the winter season, which has made the grass grow, and of course with the advent of the summer 
sun and heat, the grass will dry out. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You are just repeating yourself now! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: It is a good message to get out, member, because it is a very important message. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: If the Leader of the Opposition will tell his members to stop interjecting, we will get 
through more questions. The member for Midland cannot help herself! 

We are facing a very dangerous situation in a dangerous time. The government is taking it very seriously and 
will do everything in its power to try to save lives and property, not only in Bunbury and the south west, but also 
all over the state. 

COMMUNITY MIDWIFERY PROGRAM 

839. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Health: 

I welcome the Newton Moore Senior High School students here this afternoon. Well done, guys!  

I refer to concerns raised today by a group of south west women who have attended this session to highlight the 
lack of a community midwifery program in the state’s south. They are in the back row today. Well done, ladies! 

(1) Does the minister acknowledge the south west has a growing population that already warrants a full 
range of maternal health services? 

(2) Will the minister commit to providing a birthing centre in the south west? 

(3) Will the minister commit to providing a community midwifery program that will give the same gold 
standard birthing options to women in the state’s south as those currently available to women in the 
metropolitan area? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)-(3) I thank the member for Albany for the question. I did have the great pleasure of meeting those women 
during the protest outside. I welcome them here. I have had considerable debate over a period of time 
about the provision of midwifery services throughout the south west. I pointed out that, under the new 
model of the national registration scheme that will be in place by June 2010, independently practising 
midwives without insurance will no longer be able to practise. At the Australian Health Ministers’ 
Conference, I raised my concern about that—as I did at the forum near Floreat when discussing the 
national registration scheme—and put forward the view that it was not appropriate. I am very pleased 
that the federal Minister for Health and Ageing, Nicola Roxon, agreed with my view, although three or 
four of the ministers from the other states did not want those women to practise after 2010. They 
wanted to — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Is that because you are stopping midwifery in the south west?  

Dr K.D. HAMES: No, it is not. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Is that the relevant issue? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: No, it is not. I will lead on to that, because that is particularly important. However, there are 
two models of community midwifery. One operates throughout the Fremantle region—in fact, it covers the 
metropolitan area—with a community midwifery-led service that is run under the auspices of government. Those 
people get their insurance by following a certain set of standards under the auspices of government. There is a 
separate group of independent midwives who do not want to follow that model, and it is that group of midwives 
who are going to lose their registration. At the ministers’ conference, we came to an agreement that there would 
be a two-year time lag to sort out what to do with those people. The model that I would see being used is for a lot 
of them to come under the community midwifery model, which would mean that they will get the insurance 
cover of government. Those who do not want to do that can look to the National Board of Nursing and 
Midwifery to develop a set of guidelines that will allow them to practise independently and enable that insurance 
to be provided. That is what we are working on. 

My proposal has been to expand that Fremantle model to the south west, so that the community midwifery-led 
program can continue to operate in the south west. As late as today, I have instructed the WA Country Health 
Service to progress that proposal. I have already supported that proposal. I have said that that is what I want to 
happen. I want WACHS to come to me as soon as possible with a business case that will allow that to be 
developed. 

The operation of the independent midwives is still an issue, and it has been for a long time. I think the group met 
with Jim McGinty four years ago. Jim McGinty progressed the operation of independent midwives. It must be 
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remembered that we are going to expand the model at Kalamunda that allows midwifery and general 
practitioner-led deliveries. That is a place that was closed when the opposition was in government. We are 
bringing the midwives and the GPs back to do deliveries. However, we have to resolve that issue. The key thing 
is something called VBACs, which in the old terminology was a trial of scar. Women who had had caesarean 
sections were supposedly at higher risk of uterine rupture. However, the ladies at the back of the chamber here 
say that those statistics are not correct and that there is no increased risk. On the other hand, the health officials 
are saying that yes, there is. My view is that we can find some middle ground through the Nurses and Midwives 
Board — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: I’m sorry to interrupt you — 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Why would the Leader of the Opposition interrupt the end of that sentence? That is a very 
important sentence. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Are we getting a birthing centre and a community midwifery program in the south west, or are 
we not? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I am not publicly committing to that today. What I am committing to is support for that 
model. I have asked the department to come to me with a business case as soon as possible, and then we will 
make a decision. I certainly support the concept. 

LAW AND ORDER INITIATIVES — CRIME RATES 

840. Mrs L.M. HARVEY to the Attorney General:  

I am proud to be part of a government that is committed to a very tough stance on law and order across all 
regions of Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Clearly, members of the opposition do not care about law and order issues. They are of 
great importance to me. Can the Attorney please update the — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, we are trying to get through this question time. Continual interjections do not help. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Will the Attorney General please update the house on new initiatives that have been put 
in place by our Liberal-National government, and also the evidence suggesting the impact the initiatives are 
having on the level of crime in Bunbury and across regional Western Australia? 

Mr P.B. Watson: Tin Man. 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

The member for Albany’s interjection was to call me Tin Man, which I presume means that I have no heart. My 
friend the member for Albany is the scarecrow. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Did the member like it? In actual fact, he has missed the whole point, because when we 
read L. Frank Baum’s excellent 1900 novel, we find that the whole point was that the Tin Man was the person 
who showed the greatest love and emotional support for Dorothy. Indeed, in fairness to the member, the 
scarecrow did actually have a brain. So the member cannot even watch a children’s film and get the point. 

In any event, I have been asked a very intelligent question about crime rates in Western Australia. There are two 
ways to measure crime. The first is to look at particular offences in particular places. What is very interesting—it 
may interest the good people of Bunbury who are here today—is that we are at the first point now when we can 
actually look at a quarter-for-quarter — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington! 

Mr C.C. PORTER: We can look at a quarterly comparison of the April to June quarter 2008, when members 
opposite were in government, and the April to June quarter 2009, when of course the new government had had 
about a year to progress its law and order agenda see how it was going. When we compare assaults in Bunbury 
in those quarters in 2008 and 2009, we see that they are down 17 per cent. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I will get to that in a moment. Burglary is down 20 per cent in Bunbury. There were no 
robberies in the April to June quarter under the Liberal-National government. Stealing of motor vehicles was 
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down 57 per cent. There is not a great interest from members opposite in how people are affected by crime in 
their communities—not a great interest. It is really amazing to look at overall crime. We can measure overall 
crime in a number of ways, but perhaps the best measure of overall crime is to look at reported crime—that is, all 
categories of crime; everything that has affected every individual in Western Australia that has compelled them 
to report it to police. When we look at April, May and June 2008, when members opposite were in government, 
and compare it with April, May and June 2009, we find that across the entire state there has been an 8.6 per cent 
decrease in reported crime. That is absolutely amazing. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: It is staggering that members opposite do not find that an extraordinary improvement. In 
one year of the Liberal-National government, we have had a remarkable impact on crime across the state. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Perhaps it may be misinterpretation by me, but I sense some stress from people on both sides 
of this place in the way they are behaving at the moment. Some members will be able to return to their homes 
tonight and perhaps reconsider another visit to Bunbury in the future. However, I urge the Attorney General to 
reach a conclusion so that I might be able to give the call to someone else in this place. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Yes, we will all be able to return to our homes and sleep a little safer because the Liberal-
National government is in power. 

NORTH GREENBUSHES-BUNBURY RAIL LINE 

841. Mr M.P. MURRAY to the Minister for Regional Development:  

Mr Speaker — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I would not say too much if I were the Treasurer. I would not open my mouth if I were the 
Treasurer. 

The SPEAKER: I want to hear the question. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I refer to the coalition’s election promise to resurrect the North Greenbushes to Bunbury 
rail freight line.  

(1) Has the entire North Greenbushes to Bunbury rail line project been deferred? 

(2) When does the minister expect the Greenbushes to Bunbury rail line improvements to begin, and when 
will the project be complete? 

(3) What are the latest cost estimates for this project, and has the Treasurer agreed to put the necessary 
funding into the forthcoming midyear review? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1)-(3) I can guarantee members opposite that the chance of any upgrade of regional rail is much more likely 
under our government than it ever was under their government. We have yet another example of a key 
project for the member for Collie-Preston’s electorate that he thinks is more likely to get done now that 
he is in opposition. After eight years in government the previous government had record budget 
surpluses, but the member did nothing about the Greenbushes line, he did nothing about delivering 
mobile communications to his electorate and he did nothing to fix the racetrack in Collie. Members 
know that he is a great lover of horseracing, but that work will now be covered by royalties for regions. 
Nothing was done in Collie because of the member’s inability to get anything done. The member now 
sits in opposition and he knows that with this government’s focus on regional development it is now 
more likely that things will happen in his electorate. Without notice of that question, I do not have the 
exact details. I do know — 

Mr P.B. Watson: Have you looked in the mirror? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The member for Albany had a relevant character assessment done earlier today, and if I 
were him, I would consider that before he makes any further comments. 

It is my understanding, without having the document in front of me, that the Greenbushes railway is still listed in 
the budget and an allocation of $19.45 million remains in that budget.  

Mr M.P. Murray: When are you going to do it? 
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Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The previous government did not include it in the budget, but this government has provided 
for it in the budget. Work is continuing on this. Members opposite might not know that there has been a major 
upheaval in the woodchip industry involving Great Southern and Timbercorp. It would be prudent for the 
government to work through the challenges in the industry, which will be the major user of that line, before any 
commitment is made. If the member for Collie-Preston wants that rail line built, I suggest that he has more 
chance of it being done under this government.  

RACING AND WAGERING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2009 
RACING BETS LEVY BILL 2009 

BOOKMAKERS BETTING LEVY AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [2.32 pm]: Before the lunch break I said that I am very disappointed that 
we are having to remove the restriction in the Betting Control Act that stopped the operation and establishment 
of betting exchanges in Western Australia, particularly when this issue went to the High Court and the people 
who opposed this provision were not only from WA, but also Victoria, South Australia, the Australian Capital 
Territory, Queensland and the commonwealth. It is disappointing that the High Court used that section of the 
Constitution that relates to the restriction of trade to enable these betting exchanges. Now they will probably 
spring up throughout Australia.  

We know that when betting exchanges were established in the United Kingdom, the amount placed on bets either 
through the internet or by telephone increased from £1 million to £60 million. People need a credit card to 
undertake these transactions and that could lead to an addiction to gambling, with serious consequences. That is 
not what this bill is about.  

I said previously that I support the minister’s legislation, which deals with trotting, racing and the dogs. It is 
about entertainment. However, by restricting this provision, the legislation will not provide for entertainment; it 
will lead to problem gamblers and will affect people who cannot afford to lose their money gambling. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [2.34 pm]: I would like to speak in this cognate debate on the Racing and 
Wagering Legislation Amendment Bill 2009, the Racing Bets Levy Bill 2009 and the Bookmakers Betting Levy 
Amendment Bill 2009 to indicate my support for what the minister is doing. This legislation is an important 
component of providing a good and reasonable return to the racing industry in Western Australia. Western 
Australia has a very vibrant racing industry, which has improved out of sight in recent years. It has been a 
success story for this state.  

There was a time when the racing industry was largely on its knees. Whilst my involvement with the industry 
does not go back that far, the industry was in dire trouble a decade or so ago. There were significant problems 
with its viability into the future. A range of reforms, led by government, were implemented to make the industry 
stronger. I am pleased that the Western Australian industry is now the envy of other Australian states and is now 
in the strongest position that it has been for a very long time. 

The racing industry is a big employer and it does a lot of good work, particularly in the near metropolitan regions 
of Western Australia, such as the south west. A lot of people in the south west rely on the racing industry for 
their employment. A lot of people in the south west rely on the racing industry for their entertainment. Their 
lives are made more interesting through their involvement with and interest in this industry. I am pleased that it 
will continue to operate well into the future.  

This legislation is a component of making the industry more successful. This legislation will provide a better 
return to the industry based upon the product that this state provides to other states and overseas. By talking 
about racing product, I mean the races undertaken by each of the different racing codes—dogs, trots and the 
various turf clubs. The races that they provide are bet on by not only Western Australians, but also people in 
other states and, sometimes, people overseas. The problem has been that when these races are bet on by people 
interstate or overseas, there is no return to the Western Australian industry. Part of the problem has been that 
when Western Australians bet on races that take place in other states, such as Victoria, the agencies they bet with 
pay a fee. However, when people interstate and overseas bet on Western Australian races, this state does not 
receive any return. The result has been a net outflow of money from Western Australia to the eastern states 
racing industries based upon the fact that when we bet on their races they get a return, but if they bet on our races 
we do not get a return. 

This legislation will fix the loophole in the arrangements across the states. It will mean that if a person in the 
eastern states is betting on races held by the Western Australian racing industry, the state will get a return. That 
return will go directly to the industry. It will result in this state’s racing industry receiving around $15 million or 
$16 million a year that it would not otherwise receive. It was part of a range of reforms that were proposed at the 
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time of the ill-fated Betfair legislation. The Betfair legislation was passed by this Parliament and was designed to 
outlaw the operation of betting exchanges on which a person can bet on a horse to lose. We passed bipartisan 
legislation in 2006 to ensure that Betfair could not establish in Western Australia even though at that time it was 
going to establish in Tasmania. Other states were doing deals with Betfair, the betting exchange operator, but we 
said, “No, we don’t want them in WA”, and, based on good advice, we passed legislation in an attempt to stop it 
establishing here. The High Court found that this state’s legislation was a restriction on trade that was contrary to 
section 92, as I recall, of the commonwealth Constitution. Therefore, that legislation was struck down. As a 
result Betfair was able to operate in Western Australia and there was little that we could do to stop it. 

However, in 2006 when we were proposing the betting exchange legislation, the racing industry indicated to us 
that another of the great problems it had was that it was not getting a return from corporate bookmakers 
interstate. I remember Ted van Heemst, the very successful chair of the Western Australian Turf Club, raising 
with me the issue that the corporate bookmakers in other states were taking money away from Western Australia 
but were not giving anything back. This legislation is designed to ensure that the corporate bookmakers in other 
states will have to provide a return to Western Australian racing when this state’s horse, trotter and dog races are 
gambled on by people in other states. This state will now get a return. This fixes the problem correctly identified 
by Ted van Heemst, and I am very pleased that the Minister for Racing and Gaming has done a good job in 
preparing this legislation and getting it into Parliament. It follows on from some other significant reforms. The 
establishment of Racing and Wagering Western Australia was a good thing; it brought the industry together. It is 
safe to say that it has been a very successful operation in removing the factional warfare that previously 
characterised the racing industry. 

In 2006, the previous government passed tax cut legislation, which returned very significant sums of money to 
the industry; the figure of $20 million is in my head. We cut the betting turnover tax with the result that the tax 
return to the state was significantly reduced, but more money was put into the industry, which meant that it could 
employ more people, and be more successful than simply providing a greater return to horse owners. It meant 
that owners had more money to spend on the industry. Those two reforms were very significant to the current 
success of the industry, and this legislation completes the suite of reforms that started in the early part of the 
decade. 

Another initiative that was relevant to Bunbury and the south west was a grants scheme for racing clubs. Each 
code—dogs, trots and gallopers—was eligible for facilities grants. We provided something in the vicinity of 
$1.5 million to the Bunbury Turf Club to upgrade its facilities. Racing clubs all over country Western Australia 
were eligible for that set of grants, which totalled $20 million, to upgrade their facilities. That had not happened 
before. The racing industry in the country had traditionally always had facilities that were in decline. Many of 
the facilities around country Western Australia were run down, and these grants meant that there was finally a 
pot of money available that country racing clubs could apply for to refurbish their facilities. That was a very 
good initiative. I recall that the Labor Party committed to a further $30 million for that fund during the campaign 
for the last state election. Racing clubs around country Western Australia were eligible for grants to do up their 
facilities to make the race meet experience a more pleasurable and enjoyable one for tourists than had been the 
case in the past. This government did not match that commitment, so unfortunately the $30 million that was to be 
spent—the Labor Party’s record is that it has delivered on every commitment it has made to the racing 
industry—was not followed up. The current grants scheme has now expired and, as I understand it, there is no 
further grants scheme for country racing clubs to do up their facilities. That is a shame, and I am sure that the 
racing clubs around Western Australia will note that they can no longer apply for refurbishment grants. 

The opposition supports this legislation. It will improve returns to Western Australian racing. I thank the 
minister for bringing in this legislation and for his interest in the industry. I also acknowledge the fine public 
servants he has working for him—in particular the Director General of the Department of Racing, Gaming and 
Liquor, Barry Sargeant, who has been a fantastic public servant for more years than he would probably care to 
remember and more years than probably anyone can remember! He has done a wonderful job for a long time, 
and I am sure that this legislation is largely due to the hard work he has done in preparing it for presentation to 
Parliament. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [2.44 pm] — in reply: I thank all 
members who have contributed to this debate. It has been fantastic for me as Minister for Racing and Gaming to 
hear the constructive comments that have been made and the fair questions that have been asked. It is also good 
to hear from members who have knowledge of the industry, and I know that the members who spoke today 
really care about the industry. I thank members for their support of this legislation. It is very important that we 
support this legislation because, as has already been said, it is critical for the racing industry of Western 
Australia. We are already behind by $12 million; were we to not be able to pass this legislation, we would be 
behind by an additional $18 million, which would mean a $30 million hit to the industry. The member for Collie-
Preston and other members have talked about the value of this industry. It is a huge industry and it is about 
people. 
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I want to first make a couple of general comments and then work through some of the issues that have been 
raised. Sometimes we hear the racing industry being criticised and people saying that it is only for high-flyers 
with flash cars and all that type of thing. There are some very successful people in the racing industry who have 
done well and have probably worked very hard to get there. From my previous knowledge of the racing industry 
and particularly in my 13-odd months as minister, I know this to be the case. It is heartening to see the people 
involved in the industry who are in it for their love of horses, dogs, the industry and the social side of what 
racing provides—the opportunity to get away from the everyday things in life and have a bit of fun. It is great to 
see the excitement at the races. Whenever I go to a race meet, whether at the smallest racetrack in Western 
Australia or at Ascot, it is wonderful to see the enjoyment that racing gives people when their horse does well. 
That is something that we must never overlook. 

Employment is another dimension of racing. The racing industry employs a wide range of people and supports 
many other businesses in the general economy. We should never underestimate that benefit, and I can assure 
members that this government does not. In some cases, people who may not be able to get other jobs are given a 
start in the racing industry, and that is really important. I am also Minister for Sport and Recreation, and I quite 
often liken the two portfolios because they both provide great social outcomes along with the general thrust of 
the business. 

I will go through some of the points that have been made by members; I will not go through the bill in detail 
because it was covered fairly extensively in the second reading speech. I know that members understand the 
general thrust of this bill. These three bills that have been debated cognately will enable the Western Australian 
racing industry to recoup product fees; that is to be backdated to 1 September 2008, which means that we can 
now put ourselves in a competitive position. We are a net importer, which means that we will still be up to 
$5 million behind the eight ball, but that is a lot better than being $18 million down every year. 

The member for Collie-Preston and other members raised the issue of distribution, and that is very important. It 
is a bit of a key because the distribution of funding is something in which everyone is interested. There have 
been arguments about the country-city divide et cetera. As members know, Racing and Wagering Western 
Australia—the governing body—distributes funding to the racing industry, which is why we now have such 
good stakemoney. The fees are collected by the Gaming and Wagering Commission. The funding is then 
remitted monthly to Racing and Wagering Western Australia, so that money is coming in; it is not being held 
back. The legislation stipulates that Racing and Wagering Western Australia is to credit the money specifically 
to a race bets levy account for the sole purpose of distributing the funds to racing clubs registered with Racing 
and Wagering Western Australia. I assure the member for Collie-Preston that that important provision is 
included in the legislation. 

Once again, Racing and Wagering Western Australia is the controlling body that works out the distribution. I 
know from my past life in Western Australian country football that when grants are being distributed, there will 
always be some argument and argy-bargy. A lot has been said today about country racing clubs. Early on during 
my time as Minister for Racing and Gaming, I was a little concerned that Racing and Wagering Western 
Australia did not consult in a way that people might perhaps expect. It carried out consultation, but I do not think 
that it was doing it to the best of its ability. Perhaps I should not say that it was not doing it to the best of its 
ability, but more that it did not realise that it could have been done a lot better. 

I give credit to Richard Burt, the chief executive officer of Racing and Wagering WA. We sat down and talked 
about this. Richard and RWWA have made a conscious effort in the past six to eight months to get around to all 
racing clubs. They now have a program in which they actually go out and talk to the clubs face to face on their 
home territory. I am confident that that will continue. Certainly while I am minister I would like to see 
RWWA—though it is separate—continuing to work with the industry for the benefit of the industry. That has 
already brought an understanding of the particular needs of those smaller clubs. Racing is like other major sports 
and industries in that we need both ends: we need the top level of racing for people to aspire to and we must also 
make sure that we have the grassroots system that can deliver through the industry. I say to members that I am 
talking about the people out there in the community who make things happen. It has been a good experience for 
me to get around the country and meet with those clubs because they are up-front and let me know the issues. 

I get some complaints about RWWA at times, but most people always have a qualification with their complaint. 
They say to me, “Minister, we’ve got a problem here and here. Mind you, RWWA does a good job. We’re not 
complaining about RWWA overall—just this part of it.” That is fair enough because I understand that a decision 
might have affected them adversely. I guess RWWA’s challenge is to ensure it is operating in a fair and 
equitable way. It is timely to be having the review that is coming up. 

Some other issues were mentioned by the member for Collie-Preston. He mentioned the standing committee 
review, and I thank him for his help in trying to set it up. We had a few issues getting it set up, but we did it and I 
am very happy with the personnel on the review; namely, the member for South Perth, with his experience to 
chair it; the member for the Agricultural Region, Hon Max Trenorden, as well; and the other members—I will 
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not refer to them all—including the member for Albany et cetera. They are good people who have knowledge of 
the business and the right attitude to do this review for the benefit of the racing industry. 

Members mentioned racetracks et cetera, and the member for Rockingham mentioned funding. I have been going 
around the state and my number one priority is to fund the tracks themselves because without a track, there is no 
race. There are some issues, and some right here in Bunbury. The member for South Perth raised the matter of a 
synthetic track et cetera. I know that members of the review committee have been away looking at that matter, 
and that they are coming to have a chat with me about it at some stage. There are still some issues with synthetic 
tracks, but as technology grows, I am sure there will be a place for them. However, Bunbury is quite critical. We 
as a government are very aware of that and we are looking at what we can and cannot do right at the moment. 

We have a funding scheme through royalties for regions at the moment, and racing can apply for funding 
through the development grants scheme. Three grants were made through that scheme last year. The previous 
government’s scheme was a good scheme; I acknowledge that. Unfortunately, we could not continue that 
scheme, but we are delivering through royalties for regions to our country clubs. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: How much would it cost to put a synthetic track down? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: It is fairly costly; it is in the millions of dollars. There are different types. There have 
been some issues with them on the Gold Coast. I understand that heat and weather conditions are very important. 
I am waiting on a club here to give me some detail about its inquiries. However, synthetic tracks are quite 
expensive and they need to be replaced at some stage. All that, therefore, has to be weighed up. I do not want to 
rush ahead and invest in something if it is not the best way to go. However, RWWA and the clubs will work that 
through. 

Another issue that was raised does not really pertain to this bill, but I will comment on it because two or three 
members have raised it and I am also very aware of it. I refer to alcohol and security guards at racetracks. This 
applies everywhere, not only at racetracks. It is a matter of balance. Everyone likes to go to the races and to have 
a good time. I, along with most people, like to go to an event like the Wagin Woolorama or the Broome Cup—
whatever it might be—have a drink et cetera and enjoy the races. At the same time, we have to ensure that we do 
not let race meetings get out of control to the extent that they become events that people stay away from because 
there are no controls. It is therefore a matter of balance. Before I was Minister for Racing and Gaming, I had 
some concerns about the way we applied the so-called formula for security at events. It is something I have 
looked at closely and discussed closely with the Director of Liquor Licensing and the police. There is no actual 
set formula. There is a recommendation that there should be one security guard per 100 people, but that 
recommendation is not set. I have had success on a local level with advice from the Director of Liquor Licensing 
and others about engaging with local police before holding an event. Ultimately when people run an event, they 
should ensure they have security; otherwise, things can get out of control. That ratio is only a suggested figure. 

I will talk about the Wagin Woolorama, which draws big crowds. I have seen the member for Collie-Preston at 
the Woolorama. It is a big event and we have had some issues there. The organisers of the Woolorama met with 
police some eight months out, devised a plan and obviated the need for many security people. This issue needs to 
be examined on a one-on-one basis, but I take the point that has been made again today. It is something that I 
will follow up closely. However, I make the point that there is a critical time when we can loosen things up and 
ultimately spoil the very event we are trying to save. Therefore, a balance must be met. Racing is very much a 
family oriented event. I went to Pinjarra last year and watched all the people on their rugs under the trees with 
kids running around. A balance was struck there. I am happy to work with members of the opposition on this 
issue. The members for Kalgoorlie and Collie-Preston have raised this issue with me and I appreciate that. 

I will move on from the comments of the member for Collie-Preston, so that we can get through this debate, and 
on to the comments of the member for Mandurah. He started off by talking about boxing and jockeys—it was 
very entertaining. I want to thank him for his support. He talked about the distribution of money. This bill is very 
important for the distribution of money to this industry, because if this bill does not go through Parliament there 
will be $80 million less for RWWA to distribute. This legislation, in itself, is therefore very important, and that 
is why I am very grateful for members support. I acknowledge the growth in the racing industry in the member 
for Mandurah’s electorate, the dog racing there, which is terrific, and his interest in that industry. 

I acknowledge the member for South Perth who has huge experience in this industry. He has great knowledge 
and great respect for the industry. I always like to consult with and listen to the advice of the member for South 
Perth on some of the issues in the industry. It is a great thing for me and for the industry that he will be not just a 
member, but the chair, of the parliamentary joint Committee on the Review of the Racing and Wagering Western 
Australia Acts. I am sure he will do a terrific job. He went through some of the history of the industry, including 
the Betfair case et cetera. I was surprised to find that we netted only $5 million from that. He raised the issue of 
population. We in Western Australia are isolated and sometimes think that we are forgotten by others, but 
obviously a lot of outside betting goes on in relation to WA racing, and that is a good thing. It would be nice if 
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the amounts that will have to be paid out by the state in this arrangement were lower, because it still represents a 
loss to our industry, but I think it also shows the strength of our industry. I would like to have a chat with the 
member for South Perth on his comments about the Bunbury track. Some of the history of racing that he gave 
today was great to hear. 

The member for Albany is not present in the chamber, but I thank him for his support for this bill. He raised the 
issue of harness racing in Albany. The matter he raised is an issue not just in Albany but throughout country 
WA. I have been lobbied very strongly from the Wagin Trotting Club in my own electorate. It is a very good 
club with a great history and fantastic people. I have met now three or four times with the Albany Harness 
Racing Club. It has some particular issues, as do all clubs, and I commit that we will continue to work with that 
club to try to help it out. The club did lose a couple of events. As members know, the racing industry has had to 
cut back because it had to buy back into Supertab. We have had costs there of around $11 million and another 
$5 million to set up fixed-odds betting et cetera. Racing has therefore taken a bit of a hit and RWWA has had to 
make some hard decisions not only in the country, but also in the metropolitan area. I understand the feeling of 
the members of that club, but it was great to be able to meet with them and to get their feedback, and I will 
continue to do that. 

The member for Kalgoorlie is a former racing minister and I appreciate his interest in the bill. He drives me quite 
persistently on some of these issues, because he recognises the great importance of this industry. He also has 
some concerns about the restrictions on race days. I went to the Kalgoorlie Cup this year. The member for 
Maylands—I will come to the member for Maylands later—talked about an article about “booze and breasts”. I 
have to say that the Broome Cup and the Kalgoorlie Cup are wonderful events. They are horseracing events, and 
they are not just social events but also historic social events, and they mean a lot to their communities. Once 
again, this is about finding a balance. Alcohol is part of the Australian way of life, but it also causes us lots and 
lots of problems. In my role as the minister responsible for liquor licensing, I am seeing a lot of these problems 
very close up. We are working very hard to try to overcome some of these problems, and we have made some 
hard decisions on this matter, particularly in the north of the state, and also in the member for Kalgoorlie’s 
region. I just want to acknowledge that, and I will keep working on that basis. 

I thank the member for Collie-Preston for his insight into the local issues. The member for Maylands raised some 
good points, particularly about the welfare of horses. I want to give members a bit of information to let them 
know that the welfare of horses is taken into account. These grants will enable us to build better facilities to 
better cater for and look after the horses. The stewards play a key role in Western Australia. They are very tough 
about ensuring the welfare of horses. RWWA formed an animal welfare group just over a year ago, exactly for 
that reason. The horses, the stables and the kennels are inspected every three weeks. Trainers are required to 
maintain the stables to a high standard. Stewards are prosecuted, as licensed persons, if they fail to adhere to the 
welfare standards. Those things are covered in the bill. 

I turn now to the comments that have been made about the use of the whip. I am really pleased about the change 
to the padded whip. That has been a major change. The Australian Racing Board controls the use of the whip. 
There have been some recent changes to the use of the whip. However, the stewards are the key. I am very aware 
of that, and I will be happy to talk to the member for Maylands a bit more about that. 

The member for Alfred Cove raised some interesting points, particularly about betting exchanges. Along with 
the member for Kalgoorlie, I share the member for Alfred Cove’s concerns. The member for Alfred Cove 
mentioned the High Court decision. I congratulate the former government for what it tried to do in that area.  

The member for Rockingham, as a former Minister for Racing and Gaming, has a good knowledge of the 
industry. I thank the member for the work that he did and for his regard for the industry. He mentioned the 
corporate bookmakers. They have been taking but they have not been giving back to the industry. This 
legislation will ensure that they do pay money back to this industry.  

I will leave it there. I thank members for their support of the bill. This is key legislation. It is very important for 
our racing industry. I know that it will be welcome and that the industry will appreciate the bipartisan attitude of 
this Parliament to what is a critical bill for our state. In closing, I would like to reiterate the comments made by 
the member for Rockingham and to thank Barry Sargeant, the Director of Liquor Licensing, Racing and Gaming 
in Western Australia, for his input and help with this bill. I also want to thank Richard Burt and his crew at 
RWWA for the great work they have put into this, and John Nicholls, an adviser from my office, whose 
knowledge of this industry I think is just about unsurpassed. I appreciate the effort he has put in.  

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 
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Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr T.K. Waldron (Minister for Racing and Gaming), and transmitted to 
the Council.  

RACING BETS LEVY BILL 2009 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 23 September. 

Question put and passed.  

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr T.K. Waldron (Minister for Racing and Gaming), and transmitted to 
the Council.  

BOOKMAKERS BETTING LEVY AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 23 September. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr T.K. Waldron (Minister for Racing and Gaming), and transmitted to 
the Council.  

ARSON LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 20 October. 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [3.06 pm]: It is our role as parliamentarians to protect the community. We 
need to protect the community against arsonists who want to cause damage to life and property. But we have 
another role. That is to protect the community against overzealous legislation. It is for the former reason that the 
opposition will be supporting this legislation. We believe that arson is a significant problem, and it requires a 
strong response. However, for the latter reason that I have mentioned, we will be proposing several amendments 
to the bill.  

I want to dwell for a moment on some of the elements of the bill that give rise to the need for these amendments. 
One of the interesting things about becoming a member of Parliament is that we read a lot of legislation. That is 
something that as an ordinary member for the community I never had the time—nor, to be honest, the 
inclination—to do. We find ourselves as parliamentarians reading the Criminal Code and coming across things 
that we roughly knew were there, such as the fact that ignorance is not an excuse, and other little niceties in that 
legislation. I have gone through life, and I think most people in the community go through life, thinking that if 
we do the right thing and act sensibly, we are not going to cross any particular line that is going to cause us to 
run into problems. The issue that I have with this legislation is that ordinary people doing relatively ordinary 
things, although not necessarily as carefully as they might do those things, might come a cropper and get caught 
up in some extremely serious penalties.  

The key point here is proposed section 444A, which talks about the duty of a person in control of an ignition 
source or fire. I would like to focus a bit on the question of ignition source. There is not a definition in the bill of 
“ignition source”. Therefore, we can take it that anything that is capable of starting a fire would be an ignition 
source. If we reflect on that for a moment, we realise that in every part of our day, we deal with things that are 
potentially ignition sources.  

Vehicles are potentially ignition sources, a cigarette is potentially an ignition source, electricity is an ignition 
source and a broken bottle left in the sunlight is potentially an ignition source. We then have to ask ourselves: if 
ignition sources are key to the Arson Legislation Amendment Bill 2009, and if ignition sources are so commonly 
found, what is the level of proper care that we have to apply to those ignition sources to avoid a fire? I do not 
believe for a moment that the intent of this legislation is to charge with arson a person who accidentally lets his 
barbecue get out of control and burns down his neighbour’s shed. I do not believe that was the Attorney 
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General’s intention, and I take at face value the comments made by many people that the courts or the 
prosecutors certainly would never go to the extent of applying this legislation to bring about a prosecution after 
an event such as that. But I ponder whether this is a question we must consider when legislation is brought 
before us. Should we be relying on the commonsense of the prosecutors and the courts, or should we be framing 
legislation in such a way that it actually expresses our true intention? Should we be avoiding this tendency to 
overreach in an attempt to catch every possible scenario, to the extent that ordinary events in an ordinary home 
could be caught up by the same legislation? I think we should try to be very clear about our intent and craft the 
legislation very carefully so that it captures those things that we want to be caught and not those things we do not 
want to be caught.  

The amendments that were proposed earlier in debate that go to the question of recklessness really are key to 
drawing that distinction within the legislation. That is, if somebody is acting in a reckless manner, then, yes, he 
should be responsible for those actions. However, if a person who happens to live in a Homeswest home falls 
asleep with a lit cigarette, which is an ignition object, in his hand, and the mattress catches fire and, before the 
person has any capacity to deal with that fire, it gets out of control and destroys the state’s property, I do not 
believe that we expect such a person to face life imprisonment, which is the penalty under this bill.  

The proposed amendment to section 444 of the Criminal Code deletes the penalty of imprisonment for 14 years 
for a normal offence of arson, and the penalty of 20 years in circumstances of racial aggravation, and replaces it 
with life imprisonment. Again, I am not a lawyer and I am not a specialist in these things, but I did ponder why 
14 years’ imprisonment was the penalty for general arson and 20 years was the penalty for arson in 
circumstances of racial aggravation. I tried to cast my mind back to how that situation must have come about, 
and I was reminded of the old days of the Chinese restaurant firebombings. I suspect that that penalty came 
about because of the actions of Jack van Tongeren and his ilk, who were targeting particular racial groups. 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected.  

Mr A.J. WADDELL: Yes. Quite clearly, that amendment must have gone into the legislation at that time to 
demonstrate Parliament’s intention to crack down and say that it was not good enough. 

Mr C.C. Porter: That’s exactly why it was chosen. 

Mr A.J. WADDELL: I thank the Attorney General. Those penalties will now be replaced with life 
imprisonment, which will obviously exceed those penalties, so it does not really matter what the motivation was. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Not necessarily; and when I get up, I’ll explain why.  

Mr A.J. WADDELL: Okay. But it makes one wonder how an act as grievous as the firebombings of the 
Chinese restaurants and so forth back in the 1980s made Parliament think that the appropriate penalty was 
20 years, yet today we have legislation before us that could mean that if a home barbecue gets out of control, the 
penalty could be life imprisonment. There does seem to me to be a slightly extreme overreach in that scenario.  

The member for Midland talked about popcorn oil getting out of control and burning down a house or causing 
some problems. I have spoken of barbecues, and other people have spoken of other minor fires. It would be very 
easy to say that we are stretching the point, that we are at the edge and talking about extreme situations, and that 
the legislation states that a person’s duty is not breached if the fire does not spread beyond his capacity to 
extinguish it. I would expect that the majority of times, if a barbecue got out of control or the popcorn oil burnt, 
there would be a capacity to extinguish that fire before it went over that line. But I think it is equally as easy to 
envisage scenarios whereby that type of fire can rapidly get out of control, or whereby the individual who is 
involved is incapacitated in some way and not able to extinguish the fire or is able bodied but simply finds that it 
is not within his capacity to extinguish the fire, and thus that exemption would not come into play. Another 
scenario would be if someone was arc welding and it got out of control and set fire to something in his shed and 
that caused his neighbour’s shed to be burnt down. Again, that would fall within the parameters of this 
legislation. We really have to ask ourselves whether we are concerned with fires getting of out control, or 
whether we are concerned with arsonists. We are clearly concerned with arsonists, and we should restrict the 
debate to that. 

In conclusion, I think some real dangers lurk within this legislation. I think there is a real potential that careless 
people will be caught up in it, and that we may be sending a message that is probably misdirected. We must 
protect the community, but we must maintain a level of perspective about it; we are talking about property. A lot 
of legislation is already in existence that deals with events that result in the loss of life. This legislation is about 
property. The legislation states that property may include vegetation. Again, I could come up with an extreme 
position whereby, under this bill, if I burn my next-door neighbour’s pot plant, I could face life imprisonment. I 
think that is the perspective I want to conclude on: property may be important, but one of more important 
elements we should consider when looking at legislation such as this is the question of liberty. We should take 
into account the rights and expectations of ordinary citizens to live an ordinary life and not do anything 
particularly extreme and not face a sentence of life imprisonment because of the risk of loss of property. 
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MS A.S. CARLES (Fremantle) [3.17 pm]: The Greens (WA) recognise the seriousness of the crime of arson 
and we want to ensure that penalties are increased for those found guilty of wilfully lighting fires. The Arson 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2009 amends two pieces of legislation—the Bush Fires Act 1954 and the Criminal 
Code.  

I will deal with the Bush Fires Act amendment first, which I support. Clauses 3 and 4 of the bill amend section 
32 of the Bush Fires Act, which currently provides that a person who wilfully lights fires is guilty of a crime, and 
the penalty is $250 000 or 14 years’ imprisonment, or both. The Arson Legislation Amendment Bill 2009 
amends the act by increasing the penalty to 20 years’ imprisonment, but the $250 000 fine has been removed. I 
would just like to clarify with the Attorney General that it was his intention to remove the fine. I would have 
thought that it would be a good idea to have a pecuniary penalty. 

Mr C.C. Porter: I can answer that by interjection: the sort of elegant way of drafting now is that there is a single 
provision in the Sentencing Act—with the exception of section 41—that allows for a fine in these circumstances, 
as well as for a range of other offences, without specifically putting the fine into every offence. A financial 
penalty will still be available to the court.  

Ms A.S. CARLES: Okay. We could have gone for a $500 000 fine, plus 20 years’ imprisonment, and that could 
have been specified.  

I will now turn to the more problematic amendments to the Criminal Code. Basically, the Greens support the 
thrust of this legislation, but I am very concerned by two specific aspects of it. The first is the insertion of 
proposed section 444A into the Criminal Code.  

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders.  

SOUTH WEST INFRASTRUCTURE 

Motion 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale) [3.20 pm]: I move — 

That this house acknowledges the importance of infrastructure projects such as the Perth-Bunbury 
highway for the development of the south west and calls on the Barnett government to continue work 
on Labor’s initiatives for strategic infrastructure development in the south west. 

The opposition has an important issue to raise today. We recognise that each government builds on the work of 
previous governments, and that it is important that the momentum is kept up. I find absolutely extraordinary the 
vast array of projects that the previous government delivered across this state. However, I hear a most 
extraordinary line coming from the National Party. In 2000, the National Party, part of the then coalition 
government—the drivers of the project—privatised our grain freight system. Now the Nationals are absolutely 
refusing to do anything to repair it. We told the government at the time that the system would eventually reach 
meltdown, and it did so. The privatisation took effect on 1 January 2001, about a month before the Labor Party 
came into government, and it started to unravel in about 2005 and 2006. The Labor government put in place the 
mechanism for a grain freight strategy that would enable the system to be rescued. However, it involves 
investment by the state government, and we do not see any preparedness on the part of the present state 
government to do that.  

It is an absolute irony that, in an attempt to cover the mess that the Court coalition government made in selling 
off the freight rail system for about half of its value, the National Party says that we should have fixed it. The 
previous government actually developed a way in which the system could be fixed, but it had no luck with the 
National Party federally. John Anderson and Warren Truss were not interested, but as soon as a federal Labor 
government was elected, it was prepared to work with the state government. However, the message going out 
from the present state government is not to bother about the freight rail system; it is quite happy to see millions 
of tonnes of grain moved back on to the roads. That advantages a certain cluster of farmers who see themselves 
as benefiting from the demise of Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. The broader triple bottom line issues are 
simply not being examined. I urge the current government to continue on with the work of the feasibility study. 

Late in 2006, we started looking at the way in which we could develop a fast, cost-effective modern train system 
between Perth and Bunbury. Having looked at how certain intercity rail systems operate, particularly in Europe, 
we thought that the best solution would be a fast, modern, diesel-hybrid train running between Perth and 
Bunbury on a new line, using the southern suburbs rail line as far as the Anketell tunnel, and then continuing on 
down the Kwinana Freeway and the Perth-Bunbury highway. We were very careful to ensure that, when we built 
the Perth-Bunbury highway, we made provision for a fast rail line to be built between Perth and Bunbury. We 
had some engineering reports and a pre-feasibility study done, and it was estimated that this project could be 
done at a cost of around $300 million. I suspect that it will be something more than that, but even at $500 
million, projects such as this are very worthwhile. Now that we see the Perth-Bunbury highway completed and 
we see the great time advantage—the fact that it is possible to travel between Perth and Bunbury in one and a 
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half hours—it is obvious that having an antiquated rail service that takes two and a half hours, at best, is a 
twentieth century, or even a nineteenth century, solution to a modern public transport issue. We need a proper 
effective rail link between our capital and our largest regional city. It can be done in a cost-effective way, and it 
can deliver. One of the big problems we have with the Australind as it now is, is that it travels only twice a day. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Didn’t you close it down at one stage? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: No, we never shut it down. The member has his information wrong. We put a 
proposition to the community asking whether it was interested in looking at a different configuration so that we 
could get a more rapid service. However, at that particular time people did not want to utilise the Mandurah 
railway as part of the journey, although I am told that they are now doing so. Regardless of that, it is quite clear 
that we need a modern, twenty-first-century rail system between Perth and Bunbury, and we do not have one. 
The Australind takes two and a half hours to get from Bunbury to Perth, when it takes only an hour and a half to 
do the journey by road. A service that runs only two return trips a day does not come anywhere near satisfying 
the contemporary demand of the community. We have an opportunity to go to the federal government and seek 
funding for this project. The federal government has set up the Building Australia Fund, which is administered 
through an outfit called Infrastructure Australia. 

Mr B.J. Grylls: Are you committing to that? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: This is something that the government has to do. I am here as a member of the state 
Parliament. I am quite happy to talk about all the great things that the federal Labor government has done. Can 
the Premier tell us what he did with Infrastructure Australia funding? The previous government had put in a list 
of fantastic projects, such as the north west interconnected grid—the Pilbara power solution. We will be needing 
a massive upgrade of power supplies in the Pilbara, but the present government took that out; it did not want it. 
The government has no plan to deal with the fact that the Pilbara will experience a 400 per cent increase in 
demand for energy over the next 10 years. The government also took off the list every plan for public transport; 
they had to come out. Why did all those projects have to be removed? It is because the government had to get 
Oakajee onto the list, even though the private sector has said that it was happy to fund that project. A tender had 
actually been awarded to a private sector entity after a competitive bidding process.  

Mr B.J. Grylls: Why did the commonwealth support it then? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: It was because it had to give some money to Western Australia. Obviously, it had to 
give money to Western Australia. It was not going to give no money at all to Western Australia, and it had to 
take advice from the state government. The state government has to be accountable for what it did. It took out all 
these projects, which would have added immensely to our community, to get Oakajee in, which the private 
sector was going to fund. In any event, out of the total $8 billion that has been allocated, the state government 
has about $550 million and it has said that it is quite happy with that. A lot of other people are saying that it 
should be getting more, and it could get more. 

Dr K.D. Hames: I got that. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The minister did not get it because it is not the Building Australia Fund! We are 
talking about the Building Australia Fund. The Building Australia Fund is legislated for, and that money cannot 
be spent on hospitals. Critically, approximately $4 billion from the Building Australia Fund is still to be 
allocated. We are saying to the government that it should get some great public transport projects in the queue. 
Victoria has been allocated $3.2 billion from this fund for a regional rail system. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: How many people live in the regions there compared with WA? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: It is probably a similar percentage of the total population. With that attitude, places 
like Bunbury will never develop. We need to provide that sort of infrastructure. 

Dr K.D. Hames: It’s the fastest growing area in Australia. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: But the member is saying that there are not enough people living in the regions and 
that the government cannot justify a rail system between the two cities. 

This project has great capacity to add value not just to Bunbury but, indeed, to the whole south west. It is great 
for the community of Bunbury to be able to access Perth. 

Mr B.J. Grylls: Was the Bunbury fast rail on your list? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: We had an expansion of the public transport system on our list. We are urging the 
government to complete the study. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): Members! 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Premier, can we hear the member for Armadale, please. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: He is the ex-retiree. The Premier was going to retire. We have not said to him that 
he is not a legitimate Premier because he was going to retire. It is pathetic. Let us talk about the issues. 

Mr B.J. Grylls: Why are you leaving when there’s so much more to be done? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I believe there is a great need for us to have more powerful advocates for Western 
Australia. This government has been so pathetic that it has been able to get only seven per cent of the Building 
Australia Fund moneys that have been allocated. Western Australia obviously needs every bit of help it can get 
to ensure that we have adequate representation at a federal level, because we are not getting that advocacy from 
the state government. Government members are not powerfully advocating for WA’s case. If they are doing so, 
how do they explain why they have received only seven per cent of the total allocation? 

Opposition members are trying to run this debate in a positive way. We are saying that we understand that the 
state government has continued the Labor Party’s work on this Bunbury rail project by doing the feasibility 
studies. We are urging the government to complete these studies in a timely way—we understand that they were 
to be completed in August—and to put this project before the federal government so that we can have a very real 
chance of getting this piece of infrastructure put in place over the next seven years. These projects require a lot 
of forward planning. We need to get ourselves in the queue. We are asking the government to go out there and 
advocate for the south west. The Labor Party, when it was in government, was able to do this with the federal 
Labor government. We got a great outcome from our negotiations with the federal Labor government. We were 
not able to get any funding from the Howard government for the roads into the ports. We got those commitments 
from Martin Ferguson and those commitments were delivered on. An amount of $160 million from the federal 
government is going towards the Bunbury port access road and the Bunbury outer ring-road. These are great 
projects that we were able to negotiate with the federal Labor government and get a fantastic outcome for the 
south west. Those projects are now underway. 

Point of Order 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Some unparliamentary language is being used by members of the government. Also, the 
Deputy Premier is interjecting while he is not in his seat. I request that if he is going to interject, he sit in his seat 
and do so. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): The member is quite right. If the Deputy Premier is going to 
interject, he needs to do so from his seat and have the member speaking accept his interjection. 

Debate Resumed 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: With powerful advocacy from the state government, it is possible to get great 
projects delivered for the south west. We have demonstrated that with the Perth-Bunbury highway. The federal 
government paid half the cost of that project. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Well done, Don Randall. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: No. It would be very interesting to know who in the federal government opposed 
the project and why the Howard government resisted it for three years. Who was the federal member who led the 
Howard government to resist providing any funding for the project for three years? 

As I have said, the state Labor government had a very constructive relationship with the federal government. 
This project needs to be prioritised. The state government needs to say to the federal government that this is what 
it wants the money spent on. As I have said, the government has so far managed to get only seven per cent of the 
money that has been allocated under the Building Australia Fund. Now is a great opportunity to put forward 
what is a relatively cost-effective project. Victoria has been allocated $3.2 billion for its regional rail system. We 
would be asking for something in the order of $400 million to $500 million to bring this project forward. 

What we are keen to do today is not sledge the government, but encourage the government, if it can wrap its 
head around the idea of building rail—the Liberal Party has not built any rail line since probably the 1940s, if 
then; its history has been to close down track and sell it—to understand that there is a great opportunity to 
reverse that history and to say to the people of Bunbury, “We’re going to get your project put in the queue.” It 
will not be done overnight. It would not be delivered before 2015-16, but the government could get it in the 
queue and it could get the planning done and get the commitments for it. I urge the government to complete the 
work of the Labor Party that it has continued with; we compliment the government for continuing that work. We 
want the report to be released, we want the dialogue with the community to start and we want that application for 
funding to go to the federal government. 
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MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [3.38 pm]: It says a lot about the Labor opposition in Western 
Australia that, in a historic meeting of Parliament in Bunbury, the best it can do is produce the candidate for 
Canning. That is as good as the opposition can do. The best it can do is pick someone who just made a campaign 
speech for a federal seat. 

Point of Order 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I am a democratically elected member of this place and I have as much right to be 
here as that ex-retiree. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): There is no point of order, member for Armadale. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We have just heard in Bunbury a campaign — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Madam Acting Speaker, what the people have seen by those accusations is something of 
the true nature of the Labor Party. What we just heard was nothing less than a campaign speech by a member of 
Parliament who, yes, is entitled to be here, but, of her own volition, is quitting and going to run for a federal seat 
and probably using some of her resources funded by the state taxpayer to campaign for Canning.  

Point of Order 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier is alleging that a member of this house is acting improperly when using her 
resources. I am aware of a member who is, but it is certainly not the one he is alleging. I ask him to withdraw. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): Thank you, member for Rockingham. Premier, just be careful with 
your use of language on this one.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Okay. May I just make the comment that I never used the word “improper”, but in his 
comment the member for Rockingham has placed on the public record that to use state-funded electoral 
provisions for a federal campaign—apparently, in his view—is improper. I did not use the word “improper”. I 
thank the member for Rockingham for raising the issue of propriety.  

I am going to paint a brief picture of Western Australia. I will end up in the south west, I hope, and some of my 
colleagues will then talk more about the south west in particular. We are talking about funding under 
Infrastructure Australia programs and the like. This motion talks about building infrastructure. Let me take 
members around the state. Let us start right at the top, on the Northern Territory border, and the Ord River 
irrigation project. It was launched in 1973 and involves $230 million of state government funding to build all the 
infrastructure—the channels, the bridges, the roads. Yes, the commonwealth is contributing on social 
infrastructure—housing, training, health and education. Under the great leadership of the Leader of the National 
Party, infrastructure funding is taking place in the far north of the state, which means opportunities for people, 
and probably opportunities for many young farmers, to go there and move into that highly productive Ord River 
area.  

Let us come around the coast a little to the west Kimberley. The former Labor government could not make a 
decision about liquefied natural gas. It lost Inpex and a $15 billion project — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Tell the truth. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The previous government lost it. That Japanese-based group is now going to extract gas 
out of waters off Western Australia, pipe it 850 kilometres sub-sea at $4 million per kilometre to Darwin, 
because with the former government it could not find a piece of land of about 1 000 acres to build the plant.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: What have you done? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: What have we done! We have found the land at James Price Point. We have negotiated 
with the Aboriginal people in good faith. They will be major beneficiaries. It will be a major infrastructure 
development for the state and a major social advancement for Aboriginal people. Here we have a government 
that achieves not only economic results, but also social results, particularly in this case for Aboriginal people.  

I will just go back a little bit to Derby. What did the former government ever do for Derby? It promised the 
people of Derby a tidal power plant back in 2001 but did not do it. It was promised in an election campaign but 
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the previous government did not do it. We are not there yet, but what we are trying to do as a government is see 
Derby developed as a supply base for the Browse Basin gas fields. What a wonderful opportunity that would be 
for Derby.  

Let us go to the Pilbara. A lot is happening in the Pilbara. Under this government the Gorgon project is 
proceeding. The opposition claims credit for all these things that never happened under the previous government. 
Why is it they happen under a Liberal-National government? Is it just luck? Does the Lord like us? He probably 
does. They seem to happen under this government. Why is it? It is because ministers and members of this 
government roll their sleeves up, make decisions and get on with the job. Gorgon, the biggest project in 
Australia’s history, is now underway. Look at those opposite; they could not even find a lead spokesman who 
will be in Parliament in a year’s time to lead their major debate in Bunbury. Look at them. They are all second-
raters, the whole lot.  

Let us go to Onslow. The previous significant development at Onslow was the solar salt project. Again, it was 
put in place under a Liberal-National government. It was so frustrating. Members may not know this, but I had 
something to do with it as a responsible minister. The project was built and completed around 2001. Of course, 
then Labor was in power. So frustrated and angry were the proponents of the project that they asked me, as then 
Leader of the Opposition, to open it. The project was virtually built, but their bitter experience of the last couple 
of months of dealing with a Labor government meant that they did not want Labor to even be there for the 
opening ceremony. The Minister for Lands and I are proceeding with developing a precinct for what, hopefully, 
will be two or three LNG projects in Onslow and a whole expansion of economic and social infrastructure. 

Let us come down the coast a bit further to Oakajee. What a mess the former government made of that. When 
our two major trading partners are Japan and China, why set up a bidding competition between those two major 
trading partners? That legacy is very difficult to resolve. Yes, we, along with the federal government, are going 
to build a deep-sea port and a major industrial estate on the mid-west coast. It will be government owned. It will 
be owned by the people of Australia, and particularly of Western Australia. It will be there for all comers and 
goers. It will be a great economic and industrial development for this state.  

In the City of Perth we are going to sink the rail line. It is a project that was talked about for years by the 
previous government, and even before it; in fact, for 100 years people have been talking about it. It is going to 
happen under a Liberal-National government. We are going to sink not only the rail line, but also the bus station, 
and we are going to create a great town square as the heart of Perth, which will be there for the benefit of future 
generations. It is a very good thing. We are also going to do a waterfront development, but it will not look like 
Disneyland. We will have plans out for public comment before Christmas on a tasteful, appropriate waterfront 
development that will happen under this government. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: That will bring the international visitors along! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As long as the member stays away, they will probably feel safe coming here. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Anyone will come along after that. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member is out of here. The member for Armadale is entitled to be here, but the 
question is: for how long is she entitled to be here? If she is out there campaigning for another job — 

Mr T.G. Stephens: You were actively retiring. You were writing a book. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is a very good book, and it is written. I think the people of Bunbury need to know this. 
The member for Armadale has signalled that she is going to be a candidate for the federal seat of Canning. My 
understanding is that she is out there actively campaigning while she is still a member. I have said publicly that I 
will accept that until the end of this calendar year. After that point I will not accept it.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: What pomposity! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, it is honesty and integrity.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: You would know all about that, wouldn’t you? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have a fair idea; I know a bit more about it than you, my friend! The member’s last 
public appearance was as a penguin.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: It wasn’t a penguin, you fool! You get it wrong all the time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: What was it then? What was he—a seagull?  

We as a government have delivered on our election commitments. There is one we are yet to deliver on, but we 
will, and that is a south west gas pipeline. We will bring natural gas into the southern part of Western Australia 
through to Albany, which will give greater opportunities for cleaner energy for households and industry and will 
bring development. That project is something we would have done had we not lost the 2001 election. The Labor 
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government examined it and said that it could not be done because it was too hard. Watch this space, because 
this government will do it.  

I want to leave opportunities for other members, particularly those from the south west, to talk about the 
infrastructure needs of the south west, which are great. There is enormous growth in Bunbury and the 
surrounding hinterland. There are pressures on roads and rail issues with port access; there are pressures and 
constraints on the port. The Coalfields highway project was half-built by the previous Liberal-National 
government, but nothing was done under eight years of Labor. As I committed to yesterday, this government will 
roll its sleeves up and do that road.  

Mr M.P. Murray: I want to know when. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It could have been at any time in the past eight years, had the member actually fired a shot 
for his electorate. He did not fire a shot for his electorate. Not once in eight years did he wake up from the 
backbench and say that we need a Collie-Coalfields road. We did not hear from him for eight years, but at least 
he has come back to life, if he ever was alive; he is doing as well as he ever did in the past eight years. There are 
projects to be done, and we will work with local government in this area and we will deliver what is required. I 
will allow other members to say more, but I hope that is the last we have heard from the member for Armadale. 
She spends most of her time out there doorknocking; she might as well go out and do it again.  

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [3.49 pm]: What a terrible response from the 
Premier! It was a personal attack on the member for Armadale and a litany of untruths about Labor’s record on 
development.  

A few facts need to be placed on record about the past year of the government that the Premier leads. Who 
would have thought, listening to the Premier, that unemployment has doubled in the past year? Listening to the 
Premier, who would have thought that 160 000 Western Australians are now either without work or without 
sufficient work? Who would have thought, listening to the Premier, that that is the case? Listening to the 
Premier, who would have thought that on Labor’s watch the size of the Western Australian economy doubled? 
The Premier thinks that everyone has forgotten what it was like in 2001. In 2001, when the now Premier was the 
Minister for Resources Development, the state’s economy actually got smaller. When we came to power, we 
found that $450 million of projects had been committed to by the previous government—when the now Premier 
was a member of the budget committee—but no money had been put in the budget. Therefore, the first thing we 
had to do in 2001 was to find the money for all the projects that the Premier had committed to but were not in the 
budget. That is what the Treasurer is finding now. I must admit that despite the Treasurer’s improper behaviour 
and false travel claim, I have a sneaking sympathy for him because I know that as Treasurer he is dealing with 
the same bad behaviour from the Premier that I had to deal with when I was Treasurer and I had to fund the 
commitments that he had entered into and not provided for in the budget.  

The Premier is out there talking about all these projects, such as the Northbridge Link and Oakajee—that are not 
in the budget! To take a local example, the Premier is talking about the Coalfields highway—it is not in the 
budget! The Premier says that the government will build the Coalfields highway, but the only reference in the 
budget papers to the Coalfields highway is the withdrawal of all the money that was previously set aside to build 
it. There is no provision anywhere in the budget or in the four-year forward estimates for a cent to be spent on 
the Coalfields highway. Therefore, we have a number of different worlds. We have the Premier’s world where 
projects are announced but no funding is set aside in the budget. We have the Treasurer’s world where services 
are cut and family bills are skyrocketing. And we have the Leader of the National Party’s world. At some stage, 
the Premier’s world, the Treasurer’s world and the Leader of the National Party’s world will have to come 
together, and when they do there will be some real difficulties in government decision making and some real 
difficulties for the people of Western Australia.  

I will talk briefly about some of the projects that the Premier has canvassed. One project was Oakajee. Let us be 
very clear about the implications of the Oakajee project for people in other regions. We in the Labor Party 
support the Oakajee project. We had a good process to set up the Oakajee project; we had an expressions of 
interest process, and we chose a private-sector developer who agreed to fully finance the cost of the port, to build 
the common-user infrastructure and to gift the common-user infrastructure to the state and for the port to be run 
by the Geraldton Port Authority. That was what the private financier agreed to do. Even after the global financial 
crisis, people in the private sector were saying that they would and could build and finance the port. However, 
the Premier came along with his own plan and his own obsession—back to the 1990s: “Let’s do Oakajee with 
taxpayers’ money!” 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: He failed last time. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: It failed last time because the Premier hitched his wagon to a dodgy project—the Kingstream 
Steel project—and in the end the government refused to develop the Geraldton port, which stymied the growth 
of Geraldton and strangled Geraldton in support of the Oakajee dream and it did not come off. Now, the Premier 
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is at it again; he has another steel pipedream and he is strangling the Geraldton port again. The Premier has put a 
cap on the amount of iron ore that can be exported from the Geraldton port in order to further and protect the 
Oakajee dream. Therefore, Geraldton’s future is once again hostage to the Oakajee dream. However, it is not 
only Geraldton’s future, but that of everywhere across the state, because if the government takes $700 million of 
taxpayers’ money, when it does not need to spend that taxpayers’ money because the private sector would spend 
its own money, and puts it into that project, that is $700 million of taxpayers’ money that is not available for 
south west infrastructure. Every time we want something in the south west, we should think about the waste of 
money going into Oakajee — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Because that project would be funded by the private sector! The private sector was — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Wait a minute and I will answer that question. The private sector was prepared and is 
prepared, I believe, to fund Oakajee. However, the Premier does not want our major customers and major 
investors to make an investment; he wants to unnecessarily spend taxpayers’ money on the Oakajee port, which 
means that the Coalfields highway and other important infrastructure in the south west will not be built because 
of his obsession with Oakajee. The Premier is spending $700 million on Oakajee when the private sector would 
build the port.  

The government’s submissions to Infrastructure Australia have been very poor. I was at an event at which a 
member of Infrastructure Australia spoke about how poor the submissions from the Western Australian 
government were.  

Mr B.J. Grylls: Who? Who was it? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: I am not going to name the person, but I will tell the house that a member of Infrastructure 
Australia told a gathering at which I was present that the submissions from the government of Western Australia 
were very, very poor. The submissions were so poor that Infrastructure Australia could not within its guidelines 
fund a lot of the submissions of the Western Australian government. Therefore, in order for Western Australia to 
get its fair share of commonwealth funding, the commonwealth government had to go outside the provisions of 
Infrastructure Australia. Oakajee and other developments are funded outside of Infrastructure Australia 
requirements because this government could not get its act together, could not present a robust submission and 
could not comply with the requirements of Infrastructure Australia. I am critical of all taxpayer funds being 
invested in the Oakajee project—federal government investment and state government investment. The federal 
government has supported the state’s submission because it believes in cooperative federalism; it has adopted the 
list of projects put forward by the state government. However, that is $700 million of taxpayers’ money—
$350 million of state money and $350 million of commonwealth money—that could be spent on much-needed 
projects right across the state. Instead, those projects will not be funded because the money is going 
unnecessarily into Oakajee when the private sector would fund it. That is remarkable, because I thought 
members opposite supported private enterprise and free enterprise. I thought they did. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: By the Chinese government. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Is it not amazing that when a Japanese firm, Mitsubishi, wants to build a private port, the 
Premier says, “No, no, no; we’re nationalists; we want all our ports to be Australian and we don’t like foreign 
investment. We’ll have taxpayers’ money put into this port.” As a consequence, we will not have that money for 
other things.  

The Premier has misrepresented our record and he has unjustifiably and personally attacked the member for 
Armadale. No-one would know from listening to the Premier that unemployment has doubled on his watch and, 
on the other hand, that the economy on our watch doubled in size. On our watch, $150 billion of private sector 
investment came into the Western Australian economy. We had the lowest level of unemployment, the highest 
rate of growth and the strongest finances in this state’s history. This government inherited a stronger economic 
and financial position than has ever been inherited at any time in our history by any incoming government. It ill 
behoves members opposite to come into this place and talk with such lack of grace about the record of the 
previous government and about the contribution of the member for Armadale. 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Leader of the National Party) [4.00 pm]: One thing the good 
people of Bunbury might be interested to know is that there is a very large difference in the new relationship 
between the current state government and federal government and what existed previously. For so many years 
people have been concerned about the constant blame game: when something goes wrong, the federal 
government blames the state government, the state government blames the federal government, and nothing ever 
happens. The people of Western Australia are clearly seeing a new relationship between the federal government 
and the state government—a new relationship that is delivering an outcome. In just 12 months that outcome has 
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been substantial. The Leader of the Opposition talked about anecdotes. The anecdote I have heard is what the 
federal government is telling me, which is that Kevin Rudd and Colin Barnett have the closest relationship of 
any that the Prime Minister has with the Premiers. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Who said that? When? What event? 

Several members interjected.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: We do not have to name them, obviously—that is what the Leader of the Opposition said. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I know that it hurts, members opposite.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: No, the job of the Premier is to work closely with the Prime Minister to deliver an outcome. 
That is exactly what he is doing. The Premier has outlined the great benefit of that. What we had over the last 
eight years under the previous government was a constant blame game—it was somebody else’s fault. We heard 
from the member for Armadale in her campaign speech that if it was not for her, nothing would have ever 
happened in regional Western Australia; if it was not for her, Western Australia would be a worse place. I think 
what that says is that if it was not for her, maybe the Labor Party would not be in the predicament it is in. If it 
was not for her, maybe that backlash from regional Western Australia in the last election would not have 
happened. The member for Armadale cannot take all the credit and not wear some of the blame. I think some of 
her colleagues may be quite happy to see her resignation in the near future and her candidacy for Canning, 
because they know that it is because of her dismissal of so many important issues in regional Western Australia 
that they find themselves on that side. 

Several members interjected.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Let us talk about those young children in Esperance who went to the doctor only to find they 
had lead levels in their system that exceeded World Health Organization levels. What happened to those 
children? Nothing happened under the previous government. It is this government that has cleaned up the lead; it 
is this government that has cleaned up their houses; it is this government that is working closely with that 
community to ensure that sort of thing never happens again. That is the sort of thing that happened on the watch 
of the previous government. The member for Armadale talks about that railway. The railway is being used and it 
is an important infrastructure project for regional Western Australia. But that was all there was—there was 
nothing in the Kimberley, nothing in the Pilbara, nothing in the Gascoyne. That is why those communities were 
so angry. I know how angry they are — 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: They do not have Labor members of Parliament, because the member for North West 
actually left that side to come and sit with us.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: He ratted! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: He ratted? The member for North West said that he was going to put his electorate first and 
he was going to make sure he delivered an outcome for North West. It was wonderful for us. The Pilbara 
revitalisation plan is the first effort by any government in the past 25 years, since Charlie Court’s government, to 
go to the Pilbara and deliver amenities that match those in the south west. That is happening under this new 
government. The legacy of the member for Armadale is that rents are $2 000 a week in Karratha and Port 
Hedland. What do members of the community of Bunbury think would happen to their community if rents were 
$2 000 a week? That is what was presided over by this member who has spent today seeking their endorsement 
for her candidacy to Canberra. That is her legacy—$2 000 a week rents. Such rents completely undermine any 
potential for regional development. The newsagent worker, the supermarket worker, the apprentice with the local 
auto electrician cannot afford to live in the Pilbara. That is the legacy of the previous government. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Yes, there is a railway, but that is it—that is all the member for Armadale has to campaign 
on, because her legacy across the length and breadth of regional Western Australia is terrible. She knows it, and 
that is probably why she is leaving. It must be very painful for her to stand at this despatch box and talk about 
her vision for regional Western Australia when — 



8424 [ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 21 October 2009] 

 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I am not going to ask you again. I have asked you three 
or four times. I will not ask you again. Please stop drowning out the speaker.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The legacy of the new Liberal-National government in one year is superior that of the 
previous government after almost eight years of record economic times. What do members opposite have to 
show for the strongest period of prolonged economic growth, as the Leader of the Opposition rightly points out, 
in Western Australia’s history? What is their legacy for regional Western Australia? It is a railway to 
Mandurah—that is it. It is a good project, but it is not enough. There is more work to be done. I am very happy 
that the Premier can work so closely with Kevin Rudd, as the Premier will work with whoever is the Prime 
Minister of Australia, to deliver the infrastructure projects that are so important to regional Western Australia. 
That is what is important. We are delivering them. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The Premier has outlined them. I do not need to do it again because I know how much it 
hurts members opposite that we started at the furthest part of the state, in Kununurra, and we are delivering a 
project there. We are talking about moving the gas down through the south west to Albany. We have gone down 
to Esperance and we are upgrading the Esperance port and we have cleaned up the lead that poisoned the young 
children there. That is the mark of a government that knows about regional development; that is the mark of a 
government that knows what is required to grow regional Western Australia. That is a government that is 
working with the Bunbury community to not make it the second city—we do not want Bunbury to be the second 
city; we want it to be the first regional city. The foreshore development that was “gunna” happen under the 
previous government will happen under us. We will do it. 

The land developments that are required to house the expanding population of Bunbury in the south west will 
happen under this government; it did not happen under the previous government. Bunbury in the south west has 
a great future with projects like Perdaman Industries and the Worsley expansion and the ability for Bunbury to 
become such an important part of the tourism product in Western Australia. All will be expanded under this 
government. This is a government that has put in place royalties for regions. This is a government that is 
delivering to regional Western Australia. As I said, I want to compare our record in one year with the record of 
members opposite in eight years, and I think we will win. 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie-Preston) [4.08 pm]: I stand here a little distressed to see what has not happened 
under this government. I spoke yesterday about how well the south west was going until this government came 
into office. The state was absolutely cranking along. The Perth-Bunbury highway was opened with, of course, 
the ribbon being cut by the Premier, who contributed absolutely nothing towards the project, other than being a 
knocker the whole time. He still could not beat the member for Armadale with the scissors. He was too slow. 
What a beautiful photo. Well done, Premier! 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: Do not worry about that. What we see is that works that are really vital to the south west 
are not happening to allow us to grow and expand—not only in the central Bunbury region. For some reason 
there seems to be a fixation on the Bunbury region, right into the Bunbury council. I do not know—I think it 
might have something to do with that bloke over the back there who seems to be getting looked after quite well. 
However, the outer regions, which the member for Bunbury wants to take over, are not getting funding. They 
have also been threatened that if they do not amalgamate, they will not get funding, have they not? It has now 
changed from a forced amalgamation to a voluntary one, but if the local governments do not want to do it 
voluntarily, they will be taken over anyway. 

Mr B.J. Grylls: What do you think we should do? 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I am quite happy with the way Collie is, and I will leave it that way, and I will leave 
Donnybrook that way, and I will leave Dardanup that way, and I will leave Harvey that way as well, because that 
is what they want. That is what they want, and the minister is not listening. That is the point I am making. But 
now we need further infrastructure on the outskirts of Bunbury. What about the Bunbury ring-road? There is 
$30 million in the budget. We need $130 million to finish it off. All these cars will be charging down to the 
south west, and where will the problem be? It will be at the Eelup roundabout, the same as it was previously. I 
see the member for Bunbury over there nodding his head. 

Mr G.M. Castrilli: I’m not nodding at all. 
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Mr M.P. MURRAY: He was only sneezing. It does not matter; he was still nodding his head. At the 
roundabout, we will have traffic jams miles long because there will be a half-finished Bunbury ring-road. We 
need $100 million more to finish that. The money is not there. The contractors do not know whether to take on 
other contracts or whether they are going to get the money. It is really stifling what they are going to do. We 
need the government to do some forward planning, as the former minister used to do. There was planning for 10 
years ahead. This government has wiped that and taken the money out. 

Dare I mention again the Coalfields highway. People will be killed on that road. Up on the hill, that wonderful 
place called Collie will grow and provide jobs for many people in the hinterland, down on the flats. As I said 
yesterday, 50 new workers start employment up on that hill every day. Therefore, there will be an absolute 
groundswell of cars, trucks and buses going up there. We need that work to be done now. Some areas could be 
done without using the whole $20 million. I will take anything. However, we need some money—probably 
$4 million or $5 million—to construct a slip lane for people going up the Roelands hill. Anyone who has 
travelled up there will know exactly what I am talking about. When one truck goes up there, the traffic is queued 
up at the bottom of the hill. Of course, the next two-mile dash where the double lines are is where the problem is. 
This could be done without major disruption to the whole area. However, we need this work to be done, and we 
need it now. As I have said, if Perdaman Industries gets a go, we will want another 1 500 workers up there. It has 
been said many times that the day Collie catches a cold, Bunbury gets the flu, because the spin-off that comes 
down the hill is tremendous. We need to work together. It is not one against another; it is a regional issue, and 
we need to get that work done. 

Let us go back to look at the infill sewerage situation around Donnybrook, Capel and Balingup—those sorts of 
places. That work is not being done there, so those areas cannot expand. I think there is a problem at Nannup too, 
if I remember correctly. We need that work to be done so that in this boom time we can attract people to those 
smaller communities so that they can grow. Otherwise we will have only two cities in Western Australia—one in 
Perth and one here, and I think there would be half a city in Geraldton. We need that work to be done so that 
people are encouraged to live in those areas. They do not want to be there every winter. I see it in my area also. 
We had an average winter, and the sewage started to seep out of the ground. Donnybrook had it from the top of 
the hill again this year. No-one wants to go home and have that smell running down their drains. We need infill 
sewerage; we really do. 

The Premier has gone now. My speech must have been pretty good; he has gone. However, I beg the Premier to 
look at the south west as a whole. He should look at the infrastructure as a whole. He should look at many places 
along the South Western Highway, especially at the Roelands turn into Picton. Some work has been done there, 
but the contractors have had to pack up their gear because there is no ongoing funding. There was a huge crash 
on one of the corners there the other night. I am not sure whether both people lived, but they were on the critical 
list. The sand has been put there, and the ground has been cleared. Now the contractors have left the job because 
there is no further funding. However, in that time, two people have had to go to hospital. What will be the cost to 
the community if those people are paralysed or seriously injured? Over a period, it would probably cost the same 
amount to do that work. So there is that part of the South Western Highway. 

Let us move to the patch south of Donnybrook. Again, that has been half done; it has not been finished. We need 
the money now, Premier, to get those jobs done. The Premier does not get out of Perth enough. Cottesloe is his 
patch. He walks down to the Blue Duck, has two coffees and a latte, and off home he goes. He forgets that the 
south west is where the growth is. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: I was in Collie recently. You didn’t show up! 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: The Premier would not get a good cup of coffee at the Blue Duck like we get in Collie; do 
not worry about that. We also get a good, cold beer. What I am saying is that the expansion rate of the south west 
has been underestimated. We should look at the exports from the area. More than $2 billion worth of mining 
products went out of that area in the past year—$2 billion worth. That is equal to anywhere else in Western 
Australia. The Premier is forgetting that. We have the gold going out. Members can name it. We have a port that 
is working double time. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: The Premier should not worry. Those figures are right. We have a port that needs to be 
expanded, and we need capital funding to do that. How can the area grow if it does not get capital funding? We 
need that funding, and we need a government that is fully committed, not half committed. It is not a pylon off 
Cottesloe, and it is not $3 million for the wooden jetty. We need real money for infrastructure. 

Mr J.M. Francis interjected. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: No. I would not put $3 million into the pylon, but that is what he wants. I think it is just 
because it resembles him, with a bald head and a round head. That is what he wants down there. What I am 
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saying is that we need that infrastructure money, and we need it now. Money has been taken out of the budget 
over and again to make it balance. 

Let us look at the desalination plant east of Collie. It is a great project. It has diverted 30 000 tonnes of salt out of 
the Collie River. Off the top of my head, I think the graphs show—I will be corrected; I may be one or two 
points out—that, per litre, there were 935 parts per million of salt. However, after we had the diversion, it went 
down to 830 parts per million of salt. That was in only one year. It was a huge difference. Now we are stifled; we 
have stopped. The irrigators down there would love to have fresh water. The trouble is that we diverted the water 
into the mine voids. Once the mine voids are full, we have mine voids full of salt. Therefore, we need a desal 
plant so that we can pump water into the Harris Dam or put it into industrial water. I do not care what we do with 
it, as long as it is used wisely. We would then have a freshwater source there that is the biggest in the southern 
part of Western Australia. Everyone knows that. This year, the water that went over the top was all fresh. Due to 
the nature of water, the heavy stuff was at the bottom, so the salt stayed at the bottom. The good water is now in 
the Bunbury estuary. That is because the works are not being done there, with the capability to back-pump, side-
pump and hook up with the integrated system. We could pump from there across to the Harris Dam, and from 
the Harris Dam to the Stirling Dam, and supply all of Perth from that, with no worries whatsoever. 

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected.  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: It is no good the minister being smart. It is no good the minister sitting on his rear end 
there with a slush fund of $240 million unallocated. People are getting killed. Jobs are not being created. Even 
this week, 70 more people will lose their jobs with the Forest Products Commission. I cannot fathom how we can 
have such a weak local member down that way. He will not look after his own. He has the Greens offside, he has 
the timber industry offside, and now he has the plantation industry offside, along with the apple scab group. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: No, those numbers are right, because they come from the member’s office. So let us look 
at that. 

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I do not quite understand that either. The minister can work it out for himself. I am saying 
that we urgently need money for the south west. I have a list in front of me. We have talked about the desal 
plant. Another project that was canned, which was a job creator, was the safety upgrade of the Wellington Dam. 
Probably sometimes I am not very concerned about that, because I wonder what would wash out of it down to 
Bunbury if it ever burst. However, I will leave that alone because I will only get into trouble. We had the 
Harvey — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: If it came down this way, Bunbury could end up being out past Rottnest. That is what I am 
saying. I can say that moneys were available to get the job done. The machinery went on site and the old grey 
fox came along and took the money away. Perhaps it was a young grey fox; maybe half and half, although he 
was not too flash at playing football. The moneys have shrunk back and there are now job creation issues. 
Unemployment rates are going up because we are shrinking the amount of money we are spending on 
infrastructure. What better time to spend money than during an economic downturn? There is no better time than 
now. People in the south west are saying that they need more jobs, especially in the area of infrastructure. 
Projects to install water pipes and sewerage lines have been knocked back; we need extra help to get on with 
them. The government should not can them. That is another $20 million. 

There is also the matter of the Greenbushes-Bunbury railway line. I heard a spray about that, but I also heard an 
answer that is possibly the weakest answer I have heard since I have been in Parliament—there was no answer. 
The answer was, “Please tell me before you ask a question.” Fair go. Is it not the minister’s job to know what is 
going on? There have been news stories about the highway backlash, the big promises made by Barnett, the 
Labor Party pushing for works on sewers and urgent road upgrades—that story carried a picture of a good-
looking bloke! There have been headlines about state changes to grants and about training being put in jeopardy. 

The Minister for Police is not here, but there is a very successful police training program in place in Collie that 
provides money for the region. The police get absolutely top training at the motor sports complex. The 
government has been out there and contributed to it—not enough, but a little. The government is placing police 
officers’ lives at risk by preventing them from training in traffic. The government is going to take that training 
away. That training program contributes approximately $1.5 million to the economy of Collie. It is going to be 
moved back to the city so that police will be training with schoolkids! The training area is a former mine area 
with wide roads, a racetrack and an off-road course. It is very well located, and it is now only one and three-
quarter hours from Perth. It is not, as the commissioner said, out the back of beyond. I do not think that that is 
fair comment about travelling from Perth to Collie. We have all the infrastructure to go with it. To remove such 
training schemes from country towns is simply shrinking funding at a time when we should be expanding. 
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I tell the Premier that he needs to go away and focus less on Bunbury central and more on the Bunbury 
hinterland, because it all feeds into one. Without one, the other cannot survive; it does not matter which one. The 
infrastructure is here for things such as the entertainment centre. Not every town needs one of these, much as I 
would like one, because of the cost. On many occasions people come down the hill to utilise such facilities, but if 
they do not have jobs, they will no longer be able to. The list is a long one. 

Another issue is roads. I do not know whether members have been out to the Ferguson Valley, but if they have 
not, they have missed out. The member would have been out there. There is good red wine out there! He would 
have gone out to have a look and probably would have had a tipple as well! The Ferguson Valley is a very pretty 
place—the Swan Valley of the south west. Pile Road needs money. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Haemorrhoid hill! 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: That has been said many, many times. I have tried to get something done — 

Mr B.J. Grylls: And you failed? 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: How does one measure failure? Real estate values in Collie and Donnybrook are up. 
Unemployment rates have dropped from 9.8 per cent to four per cent. If we stick with the current minister, 
however, it will not be long before those rates increase again, because a lot of the employees of the Forest 
Products Commission come from Collie, and they will remember him. I will get them to sign on the roll down 
the bottom. 

Pile Road could be one of the greatest tourist drives in the south west; there is no doubt about that. It goes 
through the Ferguson Valley to Wellington Dam and the back road into Collie and back down the Coalfields 
highway. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: Every magazine in the world knows about Gnomesville. I took my wife’s German 
relatives there and they thought it was the greatest thing. How much did the government put into that? Nothing, 
and it started during the term of a Liberal government. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Gnomesville? 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: The Treasurer should go there, but they may not let him out! They will have a little stool 
for him and he will sit on it. They will say, “He’s shrunk away so much, he’s shrunk to that size.” 

Anyone who has been on that drive would certainly support the sealing of that road. One of the problems is that 
it straddles the boundaries of a couple of shires and there are no ratepayers. However, it runs through some of the 
best state forest in Western Australia; Wellington National Park is on the north side. That is something else that 
we should be working on so that we develop our tourism industry. 

Collie has taken a punt and become an industrial town to some degree. Many people come to visit Collie and 
say, “You don’t realise where you’re living. You’ve got the best of both worlds—well-paid jobs and a great 
community that looks after itself.” However, we are lacking infrastructure. We need to be able to travel through 
the back area to get to the coast. We need that help, and we need it now. 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [4.26 pm]: Maybe I have missed 
something, but I agree with some of the comments made by the member for Collie-Preston. He was talking about 
regional infrastructure, regional development, regional cooperation and spending money on a regional basis—
everybody working together on a regional basis. I agree with the member, but I want Collie to stay on its own; I 
want Donnybrook to stay on its own. I want them to do their own thing. Now we know what he really thinks 
about Bunbury. What did he say? Let all the sludge slide down from Collie to Bunbury and wipe Bunbury out? I 
thought that the member for Collie-Preston was my mate! 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: I have made some very nice comments about the member for Mandurah before, and I 
still think he is not a bad sort of bloke! 

The Labor Party had surpluses in excess of $2 billion when it was in government. If it halved unemployment and 
doubled the economy of Western Australia, why is it sitting on that side? I cannot understand that! Why did it 
not do all the things that the member for Collie-Preston talked about? It had eight years in government and a 
$2 billion surplus! Why did it not do anything? 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Several members interjected. 
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Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: Regional infrastructure—what does the member think I am talking about? I said that I 
supported some of the comments made by the member for Collie-Preston. I support regional infrastructure, but 
why did his mob not do anything when it was in government for eight years and had a $2 billion surplus? 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: Let us talk about the greater Bunbury region scheme. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Which you opposed. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: The member for Armadale said that I had people with guns threatening her! What a 
joke that is! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: You did! 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: She is saying that I had guns pointing at her. I thought she was better than that; I really 
did.  

The greater Bunbury region scheme was tabled on 21 November 2001, and later on, during a speech in 
Parliament, I warned of the consequences of the greater Bunbury region scheme. This whole process started in 
the late 1980s. It was in the Bunbury-Wellington plan in 1995, but it was not gazetted. Then we were told that it 
was so out of date that it should be revamped. That took 11 years. The scheme contains so many inconsistencies 
that it is still out of date. On one hand LandCorp was trying to develop the waterfront of Bunbury while on the 
other hand the minister responsible for lands was holding up the greater Bunbury region scheme because of the 
change from parks and recreation to regional open space. One thing is happening on one hand and something 
else is happening on the other. The minister had to make up her mind. I warned people about that.  

At least this government has started the process. It was such a mess, we had to go back to the beginning. We put 
$3.5 million into the jetty, which the member for Collie-Preston said was a waste of time and a waste of money. 
A couple of projects will proceed; namely, the Eelup roundabout, to which we have committed $30 million—
$15 million in 2009-10 and another $15 million in 2010-11. Main Roads is completing some revamping of its 
budget with a view to planning for that project. The port access road will be completed by December this year or 
early next year. That is a great achievement. As the member for Bunbury I would love the Bunbury outer ring-
road to be completed in one hit. Of course the traffic coming down to Bunbury on the new Forrest Highway will 
impact on the Eelup roundabout. All the way along that spine there will be some fantastic economic 
opportunities, including for Bunbury and further south; in fact, for this whole area. Of course it will bring 
additional traffic and activity. As the member for Bunbury, I would love to see that whole project completed. 
The Bunbury outer ring-road concept design was completed in 2001. We are looking at construction of stages 1 
and 2 of the port access road. The federal Labor government promised $136 million towards it.  

Mr W.J. Johnston: John Howard refused; Kevin Rudd delivered. John Howard refused to fund it, as you know.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: Where is the member for Collie-Preston? I am agreeing with some of the things he said.  

Several members interjected.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: Those are projects that we, as a region, will benefit from, including the port access 
roads, the outer ring-road and the waterfront development. The Minister for Sport and Recreation is responsible 
for other regional infrastructure on a smaller scale. We are waiting on the City of Bunbury to do more work on 
the Hay Park redevelopment and the soccer oval and grandstand to which we committed $500 000, and for 
which I think the Minister for Sport and Recreation turned the first sod the other day. As the member for Collie-
Preston knows, the Bunbury hockey stadium is a regional facility that people from all over the place come and 
enjoy. The member for Collie-Preston would not deny that. Hands Oval is the centre of football for the — 

Mr M.P. Murray: You didn’t see it on grand final day.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: I am talking about the football centre in the south west. The Minister for Sport and 
Recreation has committed $1.34 million to that. We are waiting on the City of Bunbury to do some extra work 
on it. The amount of $1.67 million will go towards the athletics track as a regional infrastructure.  

Mr M.P. Murray: Remember you were going to put up the boom gates and charge everyone to come in.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: How many years ago was that now, member for Collie-Preston—30 years ago? They 
almost put the boom gates halfway up the hill to Collie. They would come down here and we would go up there. 
The police had to put the boom gates halfway across.  

I agree with him that not everyone can have a swimming pool or a fantastic facility like this. It is about time that 
we started working together—I am talking about the greater area—for this regional centre.  
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Mr M.P. Murray: Stop the takeovers.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: The word “takeovers” should be banned and abolished. I am talking about creating new 
opportunities and a new identity. I think we understand each other, member for Collie-Preston; we have shared a 
few ideas. We disagree on some things but we agree on a few things. Is that fair comment?  

Mr M.P. Murray: Fair enough.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: I am talking about regional cooperation, member for Collie-Preston; about working 
together for the greater good of the area.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: You spent too much time with Kevin Rudd.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: The Prime Minister of Australia—he is my Prime Minister as well—and the Premier 
are of one mind. It must really hurt members opposite that he is like that with us, and he does not want to know 
about them.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: He was too embarrassed to go to your conference. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: He would not even go to their conference.  

The Treasurer is not here now, but I think the Premier will correct me if I am wrong. This region is enjoying a 
record capital asset spend in an economic crisis. Members opposite had eight years in government with 
$2 billion surpluses and they reduced the unemployment rate. I cannot understand why they are sitting over there 
and we are sitting over here!  

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington) [4.36 pm]: I appreciate the opportunity to participate in this debate. It is a 
good thing that there are still some people in the public gallery because they can see the passion and interest that 
is shown in the Parliament. They will have noted the personal attacks from the Premier. I think most people in 
the gallery would be surprised to see the Premier actually stand and attack people, not for what they say or for 
what they believe, but for who they are. That is a real surprise. It is interesting to those who might have been 
here earlier today when, during debate, the Premier referred to my family. I am sure that not many people realise 
that the Premier believes it is okay during debate in the Parliament to raise the family circumstances of members 
of Parliament.  

It is very interesting that we are here and that I have the opportunity to speak on this motion. It is important that 
people in the gallery understand that we have important issues in front of us. It is a good thing to be in this 
magnificent facility here in Bunbury that was built by a former Labor government. It is another example of the 
regional infrastructure that the Labor Party has put in place right across this state. I am sure people in the gallery 
would understand that every single hospital in the north of the state was either rebuilt, replaced or under 
construction during the term of the former government.  

I am sure also that people in the south west recognise what an excellent idea it was to hold regional Parliaments. 
It was a very good thing that Geoff Gallop came up with this idea and took the Legislative Assembly to Albany 
and the upper house to Kalgoorlie and, under Premier Carpenter, the Legislative Assembly went to Geraldton. 
This was an Australian Labor Party idea to ensure that Parliament reached out into the community so that the 
community could see the operation of the Parliament and understand what happens. It is also a good thing that 
the former Labor government held regional cabinet meetings right across the state to allow people to directly 
inter-relate. They were not just meetings inside a hall; they allowed ministers to go out and meet with the 
community so that people could talk directly to them. It is not surprising that the Labor Party did that when it 
was in government, because the Labor Party in Western Australia started in the regions. We were actually 
formed in Coolgardie, so it is not a surprise that we are so dedicated to infrastructure in regional areas, which is 
the topic we are addressing today. The Australian Labor Party continues to have many high-quality members, 
and we saw today the quality of the member for Collie-Preston. The Premier’s contribution to the debate is to 
laugh at the member for Collie-Preston. The member for Collie-Preston is well recognised in the south west as a 
person who will put the interests of his community before any political or other interest. Every person in the 
south west knows that the member for Collie-Preston puts his community first. That is something that members 
opposite need to think about. When the Premier laughs at an effective member of Parliament and tries to make 
fun, not of his effectiveness, but of his passion and interest in his own community, that says much more about 
the Premier than it says about anybody else. 

We know that the National Party did well at the 2008 election, and we listened to the Leader of the National 
Party speak. However, what may not be known to members and to visitors in the gallery is that the National 
Party did not win a single seat in this chamber from the Labor Party. The only seats it gained at that election 
were at the expense of the Liberal Party. The Labor Party held its regional seats. The National Party has a long 
history of division. Mr Speaker, as a member of the National Party, I know that you are aware of the deep 
divisions that have been evident over the past 10 years between the National Party and the Liberal Party. I am 
sure that people will be aware of the Merredin by-election in 2001, and the very unkind things that the National 
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Party said about the member for Cottesloe. It was pointed out by the National Party that, when a minister in the 
Court coalition government, the present Premier paid no mind to the regional community. He wanted to put up 
the price of electricity for regional residents. That was his idea as Minister for Energy. He wanted to increase the 
cost of delivering electricity to regional people. In the federal election in 2007, the Labor Party and the National 
Party had an arrangement in the seat of O’Connor, so that the Labor Party could help the National Party defeat 
Wilson Tuckey in that seat. 

It is important for people to understand that we on this side of the chamber have great passion for the interests of 
regional Western Australians. I have already talked about the member for Collie-Preston, but we also need to 
think about the member for Albany. He came here today with a grievance to the Minister for Health. I will make 
it clear to the gallery what that is about. Backbench members of Parliament have very few opportunities to speak 
in the chamber. We do not often have the opportunity to get up and say what we need to say about our 
electorates. 

Point of Order 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The comments from the member for Cannington bear no relationship whatsoever to the 
motion before the house.  

The SPEAKER: I direct you, member for Cannington, to address the motion before the house. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: As I was saying, in addressing this motion about the infrastructure needs of the south 
west, we are lucky to have a passionate member in Albany, who is prepared to come here on behalf of his 
electorate. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Members to my right! 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Of course, the seat of Albany is one of the south west seats in 
the state Parliament. It forms part of the South West Region. The member for Albany brings to this Parliament 
his passion to represent the people of his electorate, and is dismissed and ignored by the Minister for Health. 
This resolution is about important matters, and that is why we are lucky to have passion on this side of the 
Parliament. We become involved in these important issues because we believe that it is important to have 
fairness. It is important to deliver for ordinary folk. People who succeed in life without the help of government 
are to be admired, but we need to look closely at the provision of infrastructure in the south west, because we 
need to think of not only people who succeed, but also disadvantaged and marginalised people. They are the 
people that the Labor Party will always come here to represent. 

When the Premier interjects and wrongly accuses us of dishonesty or some other matter, which he enjoys doing, 
we will respond. Sometimes people coming to the gallery, seeing members behaving in the manner in which we 
have seen Liberal Party members behave this afternoon, are not sure why we do that. I was speaking to people 
outside this chamber yesterday about this issue. Why do politicians not behave themselves in Parliament? This is 
about important issues. We need to think about why the Premier makes personal attacks rather than dealing with 
the issues in front of us. For example, why does he say that the previous Labor government turned Inpex away 
from the Kimberley, when no such thing occurred? As the Premier knows, and as people in the gallery might be 
interested in hearing, Inpex never asked to go to the Kimberley coast. At no time did that Inpex proposal come to 
the government. It asked for the Maret Islands. We heard the Premier say that he does not want to have a port 
owned by a foreign government, but it is interesting that he is happy to have a foreign-owned telephone 
corporation operating in Australia—Optus. That is exactly the same—a piece of essential infrastructure that is 
owned directly by the Singaporean government. 

In the brief time we have left, there is something else that people in the gallery should know about. We need to 
have a think about the question of cabinet solidarity. There is a tradition in Westminster parliaments, as exists in 
Western Australia, that all cabinet ministers make a decision together. When they make a decision together, they 
will vote in the Parliament together. That is an important protection for ordinary people, because it means that 
the leader cannot dominate the cabinet. If a cabinet minister cannot vote for a piece of legislation, he resigns. It is 
interesting that the National Party intends to remain in the government, but not to vote for government 
legislation. That is a very interesting issue.  

The Labor Party has a very proud history in Bunbury. It has a very large number of local branches, and is very 
active in the local community. We have had very successful members of Parliament such as Phil Smith, David 
Smith, Tony Dean and Bob Thomas. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I would pull you back to the motion at hand. 
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Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: We have a very good history of looking at the question of infrastructure in the south 
west because we have had such a long history of solid representation in this local community. For example, the 
Forrest Highway was delivered to this region by the Labor Party.  

Mr M.J. Cowper: John Howard. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It is interesting that the member interjects with “John Howard”. John Howard refused to 
fund the Bunbury port road. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

SCHOOL VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 

Statement by Member for Mandurah 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah) [4.49 pm]: I rise to support strongly the School Volunteer Program, 
which, as an organisation, provides high-quality mentoring support to many children and young people in 
schools throughout Western Australia. For over a decade this program has provided fantastic support to many 
schools and students and now operates in 260 schools in both regional areas and the metropolitan area. 
Currently, the Department of Education and Training provides nearly $400 000 a year to the program, and 
previously it provided nearly $80 000 for a seconded full-time equivalent department employee before that 
position was cut. The Minister for Education decided to review all grants from her department, including the 
funding of the School Volunteer Program. I accept the decision of the minister to review programs but believe 
that ongoing and increased funding to the School Volunteer Program is crucial. This program is a national 
showcase for mentoring programs in Australia. The hundreds of volunteers throughout Western Australia who 
help hundreds of students each week are making a real difference to their lives. I urge the minister to ensure that 
the School Volunteer Program’s value is recognised through increased annual funding from the department for 
the next four years. I acknowledge and thank the dozens of School Volunteer Program volunteers who work with 
students in schools in my electorate and in the Mandurah area, which includes 10 Mandurah schools, for their 
outstanding community service, and hope that the program will continue.  

SCARBOROUGH AUTUMN CLUB — FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
SCARBOROUGH PRIMARY SCHOOL — SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Member for Scarborough 

MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough) [4.51 pm]: This week the Scarborough community will be celebrating 
two significant milestones—the fiftieth anniversary of the Scarborough Autumn Club and the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of Scarborough Primary School. On Friday, as with every second Friday, the Autumn Club will be 
hosting a lunch for its members at the Scarborough Community Centre. In order to mark this special occasion, I 
will join Jack Wilkins, the President of the Autumn Club; Hon Liz Behjat, MLC; and the Mayor of the City of 
Stirling, Councillor David Boothman, in cutting a celebratory cake acknowledging 50 years of the Autumn Club 
supporting senor citizens in my local area. On Saturday I will join the Scarborough Primary School community, 
past and present, to celebrate its seventy-fifth year of providing quality education to students in the local area. 
This event promises to be a highlight of the Scarborough social calendar, with an art exhibition, activities for 
children and adults alike, as well as live music from Andrew Winton and the Churchlands Senior High School 
musicians. The school will also be unveiling the contents of a time capsule buried 25 years ago. I congratulate 
the principal, Mrs Adele Dawson; the president of the parents and citizens association, Anthony Mazlin; the 
hardworking Kylie Mann; and all the organising committee for spending countless hours getting ready for this 
community event.  

Both these events are special to the local community, marking the milestones of organisations that have provided 
so very much to Scarborough. I congratulate these groups on their achievements and look forward to celebrating 
further milestones with them in the future. 

SPENCER PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL — FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [4.53 pm]: I would like to congratulate Spencer Park Primary School on 50 years 
of outstanding service to our community. Our children are our future, and the best start in life we can give them 
is a great school. Spencer Park Primary School is certainly a shining example of excellence in our public 
schools, with such notable past students as world-renowned author Tim Winton; his sister and current Director 
General of the Department of Education and Training, Sharyn O’Neill; Vickki Thorn and Donna Simpson from 
the Waifs; Olympic equestrian gold medallist, Sonia Johnson; and many, many more that the school has 
produced. It has a proud record of producing students who have gone on to bigger and better things. But it is also 
the other students from Spencer Park who have continued to contribute to our community of whom the school 
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can be proud. I especially mention the late Peter Hawes, who was a teacher at the school. His vibrant, happy 
personality went a long way to make Spencer Park a happy place to be. I applaud the teachers, the non-teaching 
staff, the students, the school council and the parents, past and present, who have all done so very much to foster 
a culture of excellence and to make Spencer Park the best school in the west.  

PARLIAMENTARY EDUCATION OFFICE — HEAR ME PROGRAM 

Statement by Member for Darling Range 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Parliamentary Secretary) [4.54 pm]: I acknowledge the 
parliamentary education office reaching out to regional and remote schools. Hear Me is a new program. It has 
recently been developed by the parliamentary education office especially for students living in very remote 
communities. The program develops the idea that Parliament, although based in Perth, is a place where distant 
voices can be heard. Hear Me is a highly interactive, effective educational tool that allows students to express 
what it is that they value and what concerns them. It is designed to create a sense of empowerment for students 
and shows them how they can each have their say and how their voices can be heard. Students from 77 remote 
communities and schools have engaged in it to express what they value in their community, what concerns them 
and what they would like to see improved, changed or left the same. They record or draw their ideas on calico 
scrolls, which are then presented to the President, the Speaker and members of the Parliament of Western 
Australia. The scrolls are then hung in Parliament House outside the Premier’s office on the first floor. Hear Me 
has already delivered results for 455 students in 14 of Western Australia’s most remote communities. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank the education office. Here in Bunbury this week more than 21 schools and 
800 students have gone through the regional Parliament in the past two days.  

PORT HEDLAND REGIONAL PARLIAMENT 

Statement by Member for Pilbara 

MR T.G. STEPHENS (Pilbara) [4.55 pm]: The state Parliamentary Labor Party team that is down here today 
for the regional Parliament, in our consideration of the regional Parliaments, was celebrating the fact that it is 
one of the institutions that we have put in place. Over that period we have had the opportunity of visiting Albany 
and Geraldton, the Legislative Council has visited Kalgoorlie, and, of course, we are now visiting Bunbury. I call 
on the Parliament, on behalf of the Australian Labor Party, for the next regional Parliament to be in the town of 
Port Hedland in the Pilbara, so that the people of the Pilbara have the opportunity of seeing what the Parliament 
is about and, more importantly, so that members have the opportunity to reflect upon the neglect by this 
government of the people of the Pilbara in the time in which it has been in office. It will be a display for the 
parliamentarians to notice if they were to accept this challenge to hold the regional Parliament in Port Hedland. 
They would see that we almost have sewage running in the streets as a result of the decisions made by the 
Minister for Water. We still have the failure of the Minister for Lands to deal with the critical land issues that the 
towns of the Pilbara face. We have challenges that require focus. We need to have a Premier focus not on 
pipedreams, not on the illusions of the possibilities, but on the issues that can be resolved.  

WOODVALE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL ART EXHIBITION 

Statement by Member for Kingsley 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [4.57 pm]: Last week I had the pleasure of opening the 2009 Woodvale 
Senior High School years 11 and 12 art exhibition. More than 80 pieces of students’ work were on display, as 
well as the folios of many of the students. The standard of the work was outstanding. It was exciting to see the 
different techniques and styles used. Many pieces conveyed the emotions of life, the values of life and the stages 
of life. I am confident that among the exhibition we witnessed some of the emerging artists of Western Australia. 
In term 2, three students were selected to display their work at the Cathedral Art Exhibition. They were Tori 
Rayne, Caitlin Kenny and Kirby Pemberton. Further to this, Kirby Pemberton’s art was selected for the 2009 
Young Originals Exhibition in term 3. Six awards were presented on the night: the school acquisition award to 
Aleisha Dyer, best year 12 TEE artwork award to Hannah Oliphant, best year 12 visual diary award to Sophie 
Green, best year 12 art design work award to Kirsten Brownfield, best year 11 art award to Shahira Salih, and 
best exhibition presentation to Kathryn Lindsay. The school acquisition award is the piece of art that the school 
purchases for the school student gallery, which is an ongoing program. I congratulate the principal, Paul Leech, 
for the support of these talented students, and the teachers involved in developing the skills of these young 
artists: Ms Lisa Clarke, head of arts, and Ms Kim Le, art coordinator. I wish these students the very best in their 
future careers.  

BUNBURY REGIONAL PARLIAMENT 

Closing Statements 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): To conclude this historic sitting of the Parliament in Bunbury, I ask 
the Premier to come forward and make some concluding remarks. 
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MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [4.59 pm]: May I begin by simply thanking the people of 
Bunbury and the surrounding area and also the City of Bunbury for the very warm welcome and hospitality that 
has been extended to the Parliament over these past two to three days. I think the past two hours of this 
Parliament were less than glorious. However, perhaps tiredness set in. In spite of how people might view the 
day, Parliament dealt with legislation and conducted its business. There was a lot of politics, particularly today, I 
guess. Legislation was dealt with relating to water in the south west; the Busselton-Bunbury region; arson, a very 
serious crime, and measures to strengthen the penalties for this very severe threat to communities, particularly in 
the south west during an approaching fire season; and the racing industry, which is an important industry 
throughout the state, but especially in country areas. Members from both sides contributed to those debates.  

The attendance of the public at the Parliament I think has been far better today. I must say that there was a 
disappointing attendance yesterday, particularly last night. Today I have noticed that there has been at times 
quite a large number of people here, and I thank those who are here at, if we like, the bitter end. The Legislative 
Assembly’s visit to Bunbury has in fact been more than the sitting of the Parliament. Although holding the 
Parliament in a regional setting has been the main event, there have been supporting events and I know that 
members on both sides of the house have used this opportunity to talk to local community groups, to visit 
schools and hospitals and to look at local issues. I hope that will be of lasting benefit to Bunbury and its 
surrounding area. From a government perspective, a meet-the-minister event was held on Sunday that allowed 
individuals and groups to have face-to-face contact and discussion in their community about local issues. A 
shadow cabinet meeting was held on Monday, which included the decision to provide $3.5 million of funding — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Was that a shadow cabinet or a cabinet? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Sorry, a cabinet meeting—the bad days haunt me! I thank the member for the correction. 
A cabinet meeting was held and a decision was made to provide $3.5 million of funding to assist with the 
demolition and restoration of the Bunbury jetty.  

Mr Speaker, I also thank you for the reception that you hosted, which was attended by a large number of people. 
It was a very enjoyable event that I know was appreciated very much by the local community. There were lots of 
discussions and meetings with school, health and community groups. Tomorrow of course will be the student 
Parliament, which complements this sitting.  

In conclusion, I have very much enjoyed this regional sitting of Parliament. I thank members of Parliament and 
the staff who have attended—something like 300 people have come to Bunbury for this exercise. It certainly has 
been a boost to the local suppliers of food and hospitality; I am sure they have enjoyed the opportunity. I also 
thank the staff of Parliament and indeed the staff of the Bunbury Regional Entertainment Centre for the way in 
which they have looked after us during this time here. I hope the people of Bunbury have enjoyed the 
experience. It is a little different for us as parliamentarians; we find ourselves in an unusual environment and on 
stage. Here we are and perhaps we performed to varying abilities on the stage. Mr Speaker, I thank you and I 
thank all who have been involved. I see the Mayor of Bunbury and I particularly thank him and the City of 
Bunbury for their hospitality and warm welcome. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [5.02 pm]: I join with the Premier in thanking the 
people of Bunbury, Busselton, Australind, Eaton and the south west generally for their hospitality and for 
welcoming this regional sitting of the Legislative Assembly. I think it has been an excellent sitting and I will 
make some comments on that in a minute. I just wanted to record that it is the third regional sitting of the 
Legislative Assembly and I am proud to have been Deputy Premier in the government that began this tradition of 
regional sittings.  

It has not been a sanitised sitting. There has been robust debate in this parliamentary sitting. I think we have had 
more robust debate and probably more politics, fiercer exchanges and more passion across the chamber than we 
have had in previous regional sittings. There are some ways in which Parliament has improved in this regional 
sitting. We had more attendance from members of Parliament on both sides during debate in the chamber and I 
think we have seen some of our members perform in a new light and in a new and better way in their 
contributions to this chamber.  

One of the benefits of regional sittings is that it gives members an opportunity to meet people in the local 
community. On Monday, a team of Labor people went to Challenge Australian Dairy. I was pleased to meet 
Peter Giddy, the chief executive officer; Larry Brennen; Neville Haddon; and Imre Mencshelyi. We talked to 
them about the fantastic performance of Challenge since its inception and we enjoyed some of their produce at a 
lunch at Capel Vale Winery. I strongly recommend the chilli cheddar and the double brie, although I would have 
to say that they are probably not good for the heart! We also went to Capel Seniors, where I met Heather Scott 
and her members. I nearly got involved in a mah-jong game, but apparently I have a bit to learn before I am 
allowed to play that game! We talked about aged-care facilities in Capel. We understand that it is an issue of 
importance right across regional Western Australia. 
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This regional sitting, as do all regional sittings, gave us the opportunity and the requirement to focus on some of 
the issues that are affecting the region. This afternoon we began a discussion on the fast train service to Bunbury. 
We did get sidetracked into a debate about the respective regional development records of the different sides of 
politics, but I think it is worthwhile noting that we began the discussion about an important piece of 
infrastructure for the future for the south west. Yesterday we raised the problems of small business people, 
particularly those who are relying on the LPG subsidy to maintain their business and to maintain jobs in that 
business. This is part of the traditional role of the opposition; it is our role in the system to hold the government 
to account. We do that when Parliament is sitting normally and we also do it when the regional Parliament is 
sitting.  

I have been asked by several journalists about the cost of the regional Parliament. In fact, because of the regional 
Parliament I have been invited to criticise regional sittings as somehow being a waste of money. I have rejected 
that opportunity offered to me by journalists to criticise the spending of money on the regional Parliament. I 
think it is a worthwhile initiative. I think it is an act of inclusion. I think it is an assertion that Western Australia 
is not and should not be considered as a city state. We should continue to hold regional sittings and I will resist 
the opportunity offered to me by journalists to criticise the government for continuing to provide money for 
regional sittings of Parliament.  

I thank individuals who have been of great assistance during the past two days. Thanks on behalf of the state 
Parliamentary Labor Party to the Legislative Assembly staff who are in new circumstances with facilities that are 
different from those at Parliament House and who have kept things running smoothly. They have supported all 
of us and I thank them very much. For our part, I thank Hon Adele Farina and the staff in her office because they 
provided us in the state Parliamentary Labor Party with hospitality and assistance in our work. Finally, to the 
people of Bunbury and surrounding areas, thanks very much for your hospitality and warmth. We have all 
enjoyed this regional sitting of Parliament and I hope we have brought the Parliament closer to you and that your 
issues are now higher and more prominent in our minds and in our hearts than they might have been before this 
regional sitting.  

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Leader of the National Party) [5.07 pm]: Mr Speaker, I join the 
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition in thanking you and your team for the organisation that has allowed 
the regional Parliament in Bunbury to take place. It has been enjoyable for Parliament to come to regional 
Western Australia. Having the focus of the debate on regional Western Australia has been welcomed by, I think, 
all members of Parliament. 

The people of Bunbury are represented here by the mayor, and I hope that they have enjoyed seeing Parliament 
in action and that it has encouraged them to be involved in government in Western Australia. I am sure for some 
it has and for some it has not, but bringing the Parliament closer to the people is very important, as has been 
mentioned previously. I say these things on behalf of my National Party colleagues and on behalf of Adele 
Carles and the Greens (WA) and the Independent member John Bowler. I think that all members of Parliament 
have enjoyed the opportunity to get out of Parliament House and into the regions. I think this tradition of coming 
to regional Western Australia for Parliament will continue and I think it will be an interesting debate deciding 
where we take the Parliament to next, but it is something that should certainly happen. 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): I rise to make a few comments about this sitting in Bunbury. Like the 
Premier, the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the National Party before me, there are several people 
whom I would like to thank. I certainly thank the staff of the Legislative Assembly, particularly the Clerk, Peter 
McHugh, and the Deputy Clerk, John Mandy, but I also acknowledge my Sergeant-at-Arms, Dr Julia Lawrinson, 
and Kirsten Robinson, Kat Galvin and the wonderful work done by Kris, Daniel, Megan and Alice in 
circumstances that are quite different from the environment they normally work in. Members, as Speaker I have 
had the privilege of seeing other Parliaments operate, and I am sure that many of you would have seen other 
Parliaments operate, but the Assembly staff we have are second to none; they do a fantastic job for us and I 
acknowledge them.  

I also acknowledge the work of Ken Craig. Ken does not always have an easy job in Parliament. Ken, to you and 
your people, it has been a fantastic effort again and thank you very much for your assistance. Peter Pascoe has 
the unenviable task of pulling this all apart and having it out of this place by the middle of Friday because there 
is a function in here on Friday evening. Peter, or Pedro as he is more commonly known to some of us around the 
place, thank you very much for your efforts.  

One focus that we certainly have in a regional Parliament is the education element, and I think that about 
900 students went through the process today and several hundred yesterday, so congratulations to Jane Gray and 
all the people involved with the setting up of the student program and the student Parliament to be held 
tomorrow. They have more work to do.  

IT staff are often portrayed in various lights around this place by what they can and cannot do, but to come to 
this environment and make the equipment of the majority of us work is a sterling effort, so thanks to everybody 
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in IT. Hansard staff often go unheralded and I know in a different environment and a different setting they have 
to be able to record, note and get all the information necessary to produce Hansard, so congratulations to 
everybody involved there.  

I would also like to mention the media. I know that the Leader of the Opposition has reflected on the question 
asked of him about the worth of holding a sitting of Parliament in a regional setting. I endorse your comments, 
Leader of the Opposition, and I would hope that most people in this place do. Certainly, I know that coming to 
Bunbury is also a challenge for the media in having a different working environment and a different set of 
networks, so I thank them for their presence.  

On behalf of the Parliament, I thank particularly the City of Bunbury, represented by Mayor David Smith. It is 
great to see you in the audience, David, and I look forward to our function coming up shortly. On behalf of the 
Parliament of Western Australia, I thank you very much for the cooperation we have enjoyed with the City of 
Bunbury to enable this to happen. In saying that, I acknowledge the work done by the people in this particular 
building, the Bunbury Regional Entertainment Centre—Graham Harvey, whom we met with quite a while ago to 
get this set-up operating; and also Paul Parkes, who has on a daily basis made all the technical operations in this 
place work without any difficulty whatsoever. Finally, I thank very much the people of the greater south west for 
the very warm welcome they have given to all of us in this place. Thank you. 

Leader of the Opposition—pardon me! Leader of the House. I nearly got you, Leader of the House! 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

Special 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [5.12 pm]: A position I would never wish to hold! I 
move — 

That the house at its rising adjourn until Tuesday, 10 November 2009 at 2.00 pm at Parliament House, 
Perth. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 5.13 pm 

__________ 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 

STARLING ERADICATION PROGRAM, ESPERANCE 

1515. Mr M.P. Murray to the Minister for Agriculture and Food 

In reference to biosecurity programs across the State which have been affected by cuts in this year’s budget, I 
ask the Minister about the Starling Surveillance and Eradication Program run through the Esperance Office of 
the Department of Environment and Conservation: 

(a) how many full time equivalent staff were employed in 2007–2008 on the Starling Eradication Program 
in Esperance;  

(b) how many full time equivalent staff are currently employed in the Esperance Office on the Starling 
Eradication Program at this time; and 

(c) can the Minister give assurances that the funding cuts to the Starling Program will ensure the continued 
surveillance and monitoring of the pest? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

The baseline biosecurity budget has increased from $27.4 million to $28.6 million from 2008-09 to 2009-2010, 
with an additional $5 million received from fees and charges and $3 million from internal allocations within the 
department.  

(a) In the 2007-2008 year there were 20.2 full time equivalent (FTE) staff allocated to starling 
management, 11.62 were located at Esperance. The Esperance work force was enhanced by an 
indigenous team undertaking surveillance of starlings (6 FTEs). 

(b) In the 2009-2010 year there are 8.5 full time equivalent staff allocated to starling management. Five 
Biosecurity officers are located at Esperance (3 FTEs) and three officers are based at Eucla (3 FTEs), 
preventing starlings coming into Western Australia. Because the management of starlings is most 
effective when they are breeding, the Esperance staff is supplemented by Biosecurity officers 
(2.5 FTEs) from the southern agricultural region (2 officers), the southwest agricultural region 
(3 officers) and the metropolitan region (1 officer). This occurs on an ongoing basis between September 
and April. The border protection at Eucla continues year round. 

(c) The Government has approved an additional $400 000 from the Natural Resource Management budget 
for the Starling Eradication Program, taking the total commitment to $1.9 million for 2009-10. This 
additional funding will allow the control and surveillance work to be enhanced at the appropriate times 
by more Biosecurity officers from the agricultural region of WA. This is seasonal work and is labour 
intensive. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1536. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the Deputy 
Premier’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  
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Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Department of Health 

(1) Equipment Stolen: 4 units stolen 

Equipment Lost: 1 unit lost 

(2) Laptops stolen: 4 with a total depreciated value of $2230.00 Palm Computers lost: 1 PDA with a 
replacement value of $820.66 ex GST 

Palm Computers stolen: 1 PDA with a replacement value of $569.42 ex GST  

(3) Yes. 

(4) Laptops are set up with the expectation that they will be connected to the Department of Health or 
Health Service computer networks. When a laptop is not connected to the network, the computer cannot 
be accessed without knowledge of the logon and password used whilst the laptop was connected to the 
network. The majority of main files and data are stored on the networks. PDAs are password protected, 
one password for the phone and one for online access. 

(5) Yes. 

(6) The stolen PDA was reported on 2 February 2009 and the stolen laptops were reported on 15 and 17 
April and 8 June 2009. 

(7) An arrest was made in connection with the stolen PDA, however no outcomes for the three laptops 
reported have been communicated by the police. 

(8) One PDA which was lost, not stolen, while the holder was in transit to the Melbourne airport has not 
been reported to the police. 

(9)-(10) The protocols and procedures for new users are outlined for all Department of Health staff who are 
allocated the use of a laptop, notebook or palm computer and have been in place for a number of years. 
Reminders regarding the care of government property are issued when equipment has been lost or 
stolen as an ongoing risk management process.  

In the case of one laptop stolen from a Clinic Department, staff were immediately advised to ensure that 
the door is locked when not attended and that access only be given by a designated senior nurse. 

Office of Health Review 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10)  Not applicable. 

Nurses and Midwives Board 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable. 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(1) Nil. 

(2)-(10)  Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1537. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Fisheries; Electoral 
Affairs 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  
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(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Department of Mines And Petroleum 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Minerals and Energy Research Institute of Western Australia 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Department of Fisheries 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Western Australian Electoral Commission 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1538. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

Gascoyne Development Commission 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Goldfields Esperance Development Commission 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Great Southern Development Commission 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Kimberley Development Commission 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 
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Landcorp 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Landgate 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Mid West Development Commission 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Peel Development Commission 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Pilbara Development Commission 

(1) 1 Laptop stolen 

(2)  $988.95 

(3) Yes 

(4) Locked by a password 

(5)-(7)  Refer to question 8 

(8) The laptop was originally left on a plane by a staff member and expected to be returned, however it was 
never returned and is therefore classed as stolen. 

(9) Review of laptop processes. New equipment will be engraved. 

(10) Following the loss. 

Department of Regional Development and Lands 

The Department of Regional Development and Lands was formed on 1 July 2009 and therefore has a nil 
response to all questions as they relate to a period prior to the Department's formation. 

The former Departments of Local Government and Regional Development and Planning and Infrastructure 
through the successor agencies of the Departments of Local Government and Planning will respond for the 
period in question. 

Ministerial Office of Minister Grylls 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

South West Development Commission 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Wheatbelt Development Commission 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1539. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  
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(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) Equipment stolen — 60 
Equipment lost — Nil 

There are approximately 15 000 notebooks in the Notebooks for Teachers Program and 
approximately 700 notebooks in the Notebooks for Students Program at John Willcock College in 
Geraldton. 

(2) Notebooks stolen: 60. The depreciated value — Approximately $60 000 excluding GST. Palm 
computers stolen — Nil 

Notebooks lost — Nil 
Palm Computers lost — Nil 

(3) There have been no reports of stolen notebook computers containing sensitive information. 

(4) Policies are in place for acceptable use, care of infrastructure and corporate information. Notebooks for 
Teachers Program notebooks are protected by a username/password function to protect user logon 
accounts. 

(5) Yes 

(6) The Department requires staff to report thefts as soon as practical following the theft. 

(7) In most cases, the outcome is an insurance claim. Recovery of stolen notebooks is rare and the value 
inconsequential. The approximate value of a recovered notebook is around $100 to $200 and the 
approximate number recovered is between five and 10 i.e.  a value of $500 to $2 000. 

(8) Not applicable. 

(9) The majority of cases result from home burglaries and theft from private vehicles. The Department and 
RiskCover have strongly advised that notebook computers are not to be left unattended in an area where 
it is at risk of being stolen e.g. in the cabin of a  motor vehicle. 

(10) July 2002. 

Country High Schools Hostels Authority 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10)  Not Applicable. 

Public Education Endowment Trust 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

For the Curriculum Council of WA 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

For the Department of Education Services 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(8)  Not applicable 

(9) The Department adopts a standard practice to undertake an audit twice a year to ensure all computers 
are accounted for. A booking system is also in place should staff wish to borrow a laptop. The process 
is outlined in the staff induction booklet. 

(10) June 2008 
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For Tourism WA 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

For the Rottnest Island Authority 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1540. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Transport; Disability 
Services 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  

Mr M.J. COWPER replied: 

Public Transport Authority 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Main Roads 

(1)  One laptop asset no 312550 stolen March 11 2009. 

(2) $1732.00 

(3) No 

(4) Main Roads policy is that no commercial or sensitive data is to be stored on the hard disk of laptop 
computers. 

(5) Yes 

(6) Immediately after theft. 

(7) Laptop has not been recovered. 

(8) Not applicable. 

(9) Laptops are not to be left in unlocked vehicles. 

(10) Immediately 

Disability Services Commission 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Department of Transport 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1542. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

Western Australia Police 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

FESA 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Office of Road Safety 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1543. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming; Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Health 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

Ministerial Office 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 
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Department of Sport and Recreation 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

WA Institute of Sport 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Venues West 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Burswood Park Board 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Western Australian Greyhound Racing Association 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1544. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Planning; Culture and the Arts 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Planning; Armadale Redevelopment Authority; Midland Redevelopment Authority; East Perth 
Redevelopment Authority; Department of Culture and the Arts; Art Gallery of Western Australia; Perth Theatre 
Trust; ScreenWest; State Library of Western Australia; Western Australian Museum advises 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

State Records Office 

(1) One 

(2) $1 810 

(3) No 

(4) Not applicable 

(5) Yes 
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(6) 14 May 2009 

(7) Laptop not recovered 

(8) Not applicable 

(9) Home burglary. Additional locks on side gates of residence. 

(10) 30 May 2009 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1545. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Office of Energy 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Department of Education and Training 

(1)-(10) The Minister for Education will respond on behalf of the Department of Education and Training. 

Department of Education Services 

(1)-(10) The Minister for Education will respond on behalf of the Department of Education Services. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1546. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Attorney General; Minister for Corrective Services 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the Attorney 
General’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  
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Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

The Ministerial Office; Commissioner for Children and Young People; Corruption and Crime Commission of 
Western Australia; Department of the Attorney General; Equal Opportunity Commission of Western Australia; 
Law Reform Commission of Western Australia; Legal Aid Commission of Western Australia; Office of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions; Office of the Information Commissioner; advise: 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Department of Corrective Services advises: 

(1) One Notebook and one Blackberry were reported stolen. 

(2) $1934.60 excluding GST. 

(3) Yes. 

(4) All departmental Notebooks have been configured with a special encrypted folder. Information in the 
encrypted folder is protected from unauthorised access and is automatically backed up into the 
Department's main computer network when the notebook is connected to the network. 

The information on the Blackberry was disabled and erased remotely. 

(5) Yes. 

(6) Police reports were made on 23 February 2009 and 1 July 2009. 

(7) The items reported have not been recovered. The Blackberry was replaced with a new device. 

(8) Not applicable. 

(9) Steps are as follows: 

(i) All lost and stolen assets are reported to the police, and statutory declarations and 
consideration of any negligence have been introduced. 

(ii) Portable computers are checked regularly to ensure business need and correct configuration. 

(10) The steps listed under response (9) were put into place in: 

(i) December 2006. 

(ii) 2004. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1547. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Community Services; 
Seniors and Volunteering; Women's Interests 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

Department for Child Protection 

(1)  Nil 

(2)-(8) Not applicable 
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(9) Laptops and PDAs (Personal Digital Assistant devices) are password protected. Staff are advised of 
their responsibilities include securing such devices through policies and reminder notices. The 
Department has a Portable and Attractive Items Register (PAIRS) that records location and ownership 
of items. If a PDA is lost or stolen, data is remotely wiped. 

(10) Intranet security messages were introduced January 2006. PAIRS was implemented in 1 July 2007. The 
procedure for remotely removing data from PDAs was introduced July 2006. 

Department for Communities 

(1) One 

(2) Purchase Price $1 350; Written Down Value $200 

(3) Yes 

(4) A login and password is required to access information on the computer. 

(5) No 

(6)-(7) Not applicable 

(8) The laptop computer was not identified as missing for a period of 3 months and it was not determined 
whether it was lost or stolen. 

(9) A new secure procedure has been introduced to record the booking and return of all portable equipment 

(10) 3 March 2009 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1548. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

Department of Water 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Water Corporation 

(1) Two laptops were stolen, two palm computers were stolen and one palm computer was lost. 

(2) $5,000. 

(3) No. 

(4) Not applicable. 

(5) Yes, except for the lost palm computer. 

(6) Reports were made as soon as the theft became apparent. 

(7) None of the devices have been recovered. 

(8) The lost palm computer was dropped and lost down a sewer main.  

(9) Users are reminded to secure devices as and when appropriate. 
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(10) When the devices are issued.  

Drug and Alcohol Office 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Note: The above answer is for the Drug and Alcohol Office only. 

The Mental Health Division and mental health services in Area Health Services form part of the Department of 
Health and of hospitals boards which are in the Minister for Health's portfolio. As a consequence, information 
concerning the Mental Health Division and mental health services is included in the answer provided in respect 
of the Department of Health as a whole by the Minister for Health. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1549. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

Local Government, Metropolitan Cemeteries Board, Heritage Council Of WA, National Trust Of Australia 
(WA) and Office Of Multicultural Interests 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1550. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Forestry; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
Education 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  
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Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

Agriculture and Food: 

(1) Equipment Stolen: 3 laptops 

Equipment Lost: Nil 

(2) $6480.00 

(3) There are no reports to indicate that there was any sensitive information residing on the stolen laptops. 

(4) All laptops have a BIO password and a different access password. 

(5) Yes 

(6) 26 January 2009; 15 March 2009; 17 April 2009 

(7) None have been received to date 

(8) Not applicable 

(9) The department has in place strategies to ensure the appropriate level of safeguard to departmental 
assets. These strategies encompass and are not limited to corporate policies and procedures, corporate 
inductions, personnel structure of asset accountabilities and responsibilities, electronic security on 
laptop hard disks, inscription of departmental identifiers on assets and locks for localised desk security.  

(10) These strategies have been incrementally developed over the last 11 years and continue to be enhanced. 

Forestry: 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

Assisting the Minister for Education: 

(1)-(10 Answer to be provided by the Minister for Education. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — COMPUTERS LOST OR STOLEN 

1551. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Environment; Youth 

(1) How many laptop, notebook and palm computers from each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios have been reported lost or stolen for the six months to 30 June 2009?  

(2) What was the total value of the computers that were lost or stolen?  

(3) Did any of these computers contain information that could be regarded as sensitive?  

(4) What steps have been taken to ensure that any commercial or sensitive information was not 
compromised?  

(5) Was the loss or theft of any of these computers reported to the police?  

(6) If yes to (5), when were these reports made?  

(7) Of those reported, what has been the outcome?  

(8) If any were not reported to the police, why not?  

(9) What steps, if any, have been put into place with a view to eliminating, or at least reducing, these 
losses?  

(10) When were these steps put into place?  

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

For the Department of Environment and Conservation, Office for Youth, Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, 
Office of the Appeals Convenor,  Perth Zoo and Swan River Trust 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(10) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

1555. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios?  
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(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 March 2009, what is the global budget allocation for each website? 

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases in time for the 2009 mid-year review?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

Gascoyne Development Commission 

(1) One 
(2) Nil 
(3).  $3,000.00 
(4) Not applicable 

Goldfields Esperance Development Commission 

(1) 2  
(2) Nil 
(3) Estimated $5000. 
(4) Nil 

Great Southern Development Commission 

(1) 1 website 
(2) Nil 
(3) $1220 in annual maintenance fees 
(4) No additional website funding has been requested by Great Southern Development Commission as part 

of the 2009 mid-year review  

Kimberley Development Commission 

(1)  The Commission maintains one website 
(2)  Nil 
(3)  Global allocation for the 2009/10 Financial Year as at 31 March 2009 is $5,333 
(4)  The Kimberley Development Commission has not requested website funding increases for the 2009 
Mid Year Review. 

Landcorp 

(1) In 2008/2009 LandCorp maintained 15 websites. 

(2) Currently there are no plans to create any new websites. 

(3) In 2008/09 it is estimated that LandCorp spent $70 000 on hardware, software, hosting, maintenance 
and support across all websites. 

(4) LandCorp has not requested any website funding increases. As a Government Trading Enterprise, 
LandCorp funds all website expenditure internally. 

Landgate 

(1) Landgate maintains nine websites. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) The cost of website service delivery by Landgate for the 2008/09 financial year is as follows: 

www.landgate.wa.gov.au (corporate website) $226,815.00; 
www.landgate.com.au (product and services delivery channel) $2,297,135.00;  
www.landonline.com.au (online sales site) $47,565.00.  

The three sites above are closely linked and appear as one site. Landonline.com.au is being phased out. 

www2.landgate.wa.gov.au (whole of Government Shared Land Information Platform) $1,457,045.00; 
www.walis.wa.gov.au (Western Australia Land Information System) $63,340.00; 
www.vgo.wa.gov/valsyonline (valuation information) $50,860.00; 
www.lslb.wa.gov.au (Land Surveyors Licensing Board) $2,703.00; 
www.wastac.wa.gov.au (Western Australian Satellite Technology and Application Consortium) 
$2560.00; 
www.landmonitor.wa.gov.au (across Government land monitoring service) $3,560.00. 
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(4) Landgate has not requested website funding increases. 

Mid West Development Commission 

(1) 2 
(2)-(3) Nil 
(4) Not Applicable 

Peel Development Commission 

(1) One 
(2) None 
(3) $4 500 
(4) Not Applicable 

Pilbara Development Commission 

(1)  3  

www.pdc.wa.gov.au — Pilbara Development Commission's departmental website 
www.epilbara.com.au — Pilbara business capability register 
www.regionalspotlights.com.au — Statistical website developed in conjunction with the ABS 

(2)  The Commission is currently developing one website associated with Volunteering in the Pilbara. The 
website address is being finalised and is planned to be launched in December 2009. 

(3)  Commission website Nil 
ePilbara  $ 9,000 for annual fees 
Spotlight Nil 
Volunteering  $ 12,190 for development of site 

(4)  The Commission has not requested website funding increase in time for the 2009 mid year review 

Department of Regional Development and Lands 

(1) Four 

(2) None 

(3) There was no allocation for the websites at 31 March 2009 as the Department of Regional Development 
and Lands did not exist at that date. 

(4) The Department of Regional Development and Lands has not requested website funding increases to be 
considered in the  mid-year review process.  

South West Development Commission 

(1) One. 
(2) Nil 
(3) $20 000. 
(4) Not applicable, 

Wheatbelt Development Commission 

(1) one 
(2) Nil 
(3) www.wheatbelt.wa.gov.au $ 5 000  
(4) N/A 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

1556. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios?  

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 March 2009, what is the global budget allocation for each website? 

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases in time for the 2009 mid-year review?  
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Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

For the Department of Education and Training 

(1) Six are maintained by the Department of Education and Training. Schools may have their own website, 
however, the maintenance and delivery of each individual website is performed by each School 
independently and does not form part of a centralised service currently offered to Schools by the 
Department.  

(2) Nil 

(3) The required level of detail is unavailable. 

(4) As no new websites are planned no funding has been sought for new websites. 

Country High School Hostels Authority 

(1) Nil — The Country High School Hostels Authority has a web presence on the Department of Education 
website which is maintained by the Department of Education. 

(2) Nil 

(3) Not applicable 

(4) Nil 

Public Education Endowment Trust 

(1) One 

(2) Nil 

(3) Nil as the Department of Education and Training provides website support to PEET at no cost to the 
Trust. 

(4) Not applicable — as PEET does not receive CRF funding. 

For the Curriculum Council of WA 

(1) Four (3 external websites and 1 internal website)  

(2) Nil  

(3) There is no global budget for the websites. All costs are covered under general services and contracts.  

(4) No requests were made by the Curriculum Council. 

For the Department of Education Services 

(1) Four (three external: Department of Education Services; Aboriginal Education and Training Council; 
Training Accreditation Council) and one Intranet 

(2) Nil 

(3) There is no global budget for the websites. All costs are covered under general services and contracts. 

(4) No requests were made by the Department of Education Services. 

For Tourism WA 

(1) 15 

(2) Nil 

(3) Costs are given below for each website for the nine elapsed months of last financial year, 1 July 2008 to 
31 March 2009 inclusive (9 months). 

Website Cost (exclusive GST) 
brandwa.com $11 392 
tourism.wa.gov.au $11 392 
wacountrypubs.com $12 832 
waholidayspecialist.com $12 142 
wavisitorcentre.com $11 392 
westernaustralia.com (eight language versions) $32 879 
English version $32 879 
Traditional Chinese version $32 879 
Simplified Chinese version $32 879 
Japanese version $32 879 
Korean version $32 879 
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French version $32 879 
Italian version $32 879 
German version $24 142 
westernaustralia.tv $11 392 

(4) Not applicable 

For the Rottnest Island Authority 

(1) Two — www.rottnestisland.com and www.rottnestislandonline.com 

(2) Nil 

(3) Nil — Websites are hosted by Tourism Western Australia. 

(4) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

1557. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Transport; Disability 
Services 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios?  

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 March 2009, what is the global budget allocation for each website? 

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases in time for the 2009 mid-year review?  

Mr M.J. COWPER replied: 

Public Transport Authority 

(1) Five. 

www.pta.wa.gov.au  www.transwa.wa.gov.au  www.transperth.wa.gov.au 
www.righttrack.wa.gov.au www.transitofficer.wa.gov.au 

(2) One.   

www.schoolbuses.wa.gov.au 

(3) As at 31 March 2009, the global budget allocation for each website was: 

www.pta.wa.gov.au  $58 184 
www.transwa.wa.gov.au  $62 494 
www.transperth.wa.gov.au $246 858 
www.righttrack.wa.gov.au $44 144 
www.transitofficer.wa.gov.au $1 875 
www.schoolbuses.wa.gov.au $245 396 

(4) Not Applicable.  

Main Roads 

(1) Two — Main Roads Western Australia and Transscan (joint Main Roads and ex-DPI responsibilities) 

(2) One — migration of existing Office of Road Safety to Main Roads. 

(3) $16500 ($15000 — Main Roads + $1500 — Transscan)  

(4) Main Roads has not requested web funding increases for mid year 2009. 

Disability Services Commission 

(1)  There are five websites maintained by the Disability Services Commission: 

www.disability.wa.gov.au — main Commission site. 

www.dsc.wa.gov.au — Commission extranet for service provider applications 

www.countusin.com.au — a redirection back to pages contained on the Commission's main internet site 
as part of the community education campaign "Count Us In." 

www.macd.wa.gov.au — The Ministerial Advisory Council for Disability on the Commission's site. 

www.accesswa.com.au — providing venue accessibility details to people with disabilities. 
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(2)  None. 

(3)  Commission websites are not individually funded for maintenance and support. All websites use the 
same infrastructure and content management system framework. The direct annual allocated budget as 
at 31 March 2009 for all maintenance and support of Commission websites is $109, 000. 

(4)  The Commission has not requested any website funding increases. 

Department of Transport 

(1) The Department of Transport Website (re-badged from the former Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure site) is maintained by the Department of Planning under a Service Level Agreement until 
30 June 2010. 

(2) None from Department of Transport. 

(3) A website is not a discrete facility. It provides a single 'window' for accessing content and transactions 
provided by a variety of systems and authors. The level of integration of a system with the website 
varies significantly and the boundary between what constitutes the website versus the system 
components is not easily resolved. Costs are therefore shared across a wide cross-section of the agency 
and are not assigned to categories clearly identified as 'website'. 

(4) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

1559. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios?  

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 March 2009, what is the global budget allocation for each website? 

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases in time for the 2009 mid-year review?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

WA Police 

(1) 11 

(2) Nil at this time 

(3) Western Australia Police manages internet sites within its overall budget and does not allocate a 
specific amount by individual website. The exceptions to this are the Step Forward website which has 
an allocated per annum budget of $4 000 and the Office of Crime Prevention which has a budget 
allocation by website of $17 423 (inclusive). 

(4) Not applicable 

FESA 

(1) One  

(2) Nil at this time 

(3) $43 888 per annum 

(4) Not applicable. 

Office of Road Safety 

(1) One website on behalf of the Road Safety Council 

(2) Nil at this time 

(3) $61 000 per annum 

(4)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

1561. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Planning; Culture and the Arts 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios?  
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(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 March 2009, what is the global budget allocation for each website? 

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases in time for the 2009 mid-year review?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Planning 

(1)  The Department of Planning and the Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) share a 
website, Planning WA (converted from the WAPC's former stand-alone site). 

The Department of Planning also manages an Online Procurement Training website hosted by 
highway1, and websites for Whiteman Park and Araluen Park, both hosted by Sumo. 

(2) The former Department for Planning and Infrastructure's website has been re-badged as the Department 
of Transport website, dominated by content such as Licensing, Marine, Taxis and other traditional 
functions of the transport portfolio. The Transport site is maintained by Planning under a Service Level 
Agreement to 30 June 2010. 

(3) A website is not a discrete facility. It provides a single 'window' for accessing content and transactions 
provided by a variety of systems and authors. The level of integration of a system with the website 
varies significantly and the boundary between what constitutes the website versus the system 
components is not easily resolved. Costs are therefore shared across a wide cross-section of the agency 
and are not assigned to categories clearly identified as 'website'. 

(4) Neither the Department of Planning/WAPC nor Department of Transport requested website funding 
increases for the 2009 mid-year review. 

Armadale Redevelopment Authority 

(1)  Two 

(2) Not Applicable 

(3) $5 000 www.wungongurbanwater.com.au and $5 000 www.ara.wa.gov.au 

(4)  Not Applicable 

East Perth Redevelopment Authority and Subiaco Redevelopment Authority 

(1)  4 

(2)  1 — Perth Cultural Centre 

(3) www.epra.wa.gov.au and www.williamst.com.au  $297 125 

www.sra.wa.gov.au and www.centronorth.com.au $97 000 

(4) Nil 

Midland Redevelopment Authority 

(1) 2 

(2) Nil 

(3) www.mra.wa.gov.au $10 500 

www.theworkshops.com.au $4 500 

(4) Not applicable 

Department of Culture and the Arts 

(1) Two 

(2) Nil 

(3) www.dca.wa.gov.au and www.sro.wa.gov.au $242 056 

(4)  Nil 

Art Gallery of Western Australia 

(1) One 

(2) Nil 
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(3) www.artgallery.wa.gov.au $23 300 

(4) Nil 

Perth Theatre Trust 

(1) One 

(2) Nil 

(3) www.bocsticketing.com.au Cost neutral  

(4) Nil 

ScreenWest 

(1) One 

(2) Nil 

(3) www.screenwest.wa.gov.au $49 655 

(4) Nil 

State Library of Western Australia 

(1) Four 

(2) Nil 

(3) www.Slwa.wa.gov.auandwww.Better-beginings.com.au$1 200 

www.Henrietta.liswa.wa.gov.auandwww.Slwa.wordpress.com$466 657 

(4)  Nil 

Western Australian Museum 

(1) Five 

(2) Nil 

(3) www.museum.wa.gov.auand www.welcomewalls.museum.wa.gov.au$479 016  

www.dbase.mm.wa.gov.auandwww.frogwatch.museum.wa.gov.au$0 

www.cockatoocare.com.au $18 (registration fees) 

(4)  Nil 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

1562. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios?  

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 March 2009, what is the global budget allocation for each website? 

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases in time for the 2009 mid-year review?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Office of Energy 

(1) 3 

(2) Nil 

(3) There are no specific budgets for these websites. However, costs for the 2008?09 financial year were: 

·  Office of Energy website technical support, maintenance and development: $2 388.75; 
·  Office of Energy website hosting $1 200; 
·  Sustainable Energy Development Office website maintenance: $8 300.00; 
·  Sustainable Energy Development Office website hosting: $6 810.00; and 
·  Internet and associated charges (shared by all three websites) is $14 057.54. 

(4) Website funding increases have not been requested by Office of Energy in the mid year review. 
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Synergy 

(1) 1  

(2) Nil  

(3) The global budget allocation for the Synergy website is rolled into an overall IT service charge, and the 
specific amount allocated to the website is not able to be differentiated.  

(4) N/A  

Verve 

(1) 2 

(2) 0 

(3) Nil 

(4) 0 

Western Power 

(1) 5 

(2) Nil 

(3) 2009/10 Website Budgets 

www.westernpower.com.au 

·  Corporate website content refresh $50,000 

·  Kid's website upgrade to supersede worldofenergy.com.au $60,000 

www.highlychargedcareers.com.au 

·  Recruitment activity $80,000 

www.youhavethepower.com.au 

·  Corporate blog $1,500 

www.beatthepeak.com.au $5,000 

www.energywest.com.au 

·  Energy West Social Club Member information $4,000 

(4) Nil 

Horizon Power 

(1) 2 

(2) Nil 

(3) Breakdowns for support and development spend is not available on a site by site basis. Support costs 
are bundled as part of a service provided to Horizon Power by Western Power under a service level 
agreement determined prior to the disaggregation of Western Power. 

(4) Website funding increases have not been requested by Horizon Power in the mid year review. 

Department of Education and Training 

(1) 8 Training and 10 TAFE websites (18 websites in total). 

(2) No new websites are planned. 

(3) The required level of detail requested is unavailable. 

(4) As no new websites are planned, no funding has been sought for new websites 

Department of Education Services 

(1)-(4) The Minister for Education will respond on behalf of the Department of Education Services. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

1563. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Attorney General; Minister for Corrective Services 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Attorney General’s portfolios?  
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(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 March 2009, what is the global budget allocation for each website? 

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases in time for the 2009 mid-year review?  

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

Commissioner for Children and Young People 

(1) One  
(2) None  
(3) www.ccyp.wa.gov.au — $ 6 505 
(4) Not applicable 

Corruption and Crime Commission of Western Australia 

(1) One, being www.ccc.wa.gov.au  
(2) Nil 
(3) Upgrade budget $34,650 and Recurrent budget $60,000. 
(4) The Commission did not request any additional funding for the 2009 Mid Year Review. 

Department of Corrective Services 

(1) Two. 

1.  http://www.correctiveservices.wa.gov.au  

The Department of Corrective Services 

2.  http://www.apcca2009.com.au  

The Asian Pacific Conference of Correctional Administrators — A temporary website specifically 
created for the 29th Asian Pacific Conference of Correctional Administrators being held in Perth in 
November 2009. This website will be decommissioned in late November 2009. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) There is no global budget allocation for the Department of Corrective Services website. Costs for 
information technology infrastructure, software, and communications support, are met through a shared 
services agreement with the Department of the Attorney General. 

(4) The Department of Corrective Services has not requested a website funding increase. 

Department of the Attorney General 

(1) (a)  Department of the Attorney General (DotAG) 

Two — DotAG/Law Compass (including 6 sub-sites) 
- Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages 
- Career Compass 
- Court and Tribunal Services 
- Public Advocate 
- Public Trustee 
- Office of Native Title (new from 09/10) 
- Prisoners Review Board of Western Australia 

(b) Judicial  

Seven  — Coroner's Court of Western Australia 
- District Court of Western Australia 
- Family Court of Western Australia 
- Australian Justice XML 
- Magistrates Court of Western Australia 
- State Administrative Tribunal 
- Supreme Court of Western Australia 

(c) Other  

Two — Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission of Western 
Australia 

          — Victims of Crime 
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(2) DotAG: Nil 

Judicial: One (Children's Court of WA) 

Other: Nil 

(3) Websites do not have a separate budget. An estimate of expenditure including staff, infrastructure and 
content for 08/09 was approximately $200,000 for all listed websites. 

(4) Nil. 

Equal Opportunity Commission 

(1) One 

(2) Nil 

(3) $5,834.00 

(4) The Equal Opportunity Commission has not requested website funding increases. 

Law Reform Commission 

(1) One web-site; 

(2) None; 

(3) $6,000; 

(4) The Law Reform Commission has not requested website funding increases in time for the 2009 mid-
year review.  

Legal Aid Commission 

(1) Legal Aid Western Australia maintains one website — www.legalaid.wa.gov.au 

(2) None. 

(3) As at 31 March 2009 the global budget allocation for the Legal Aid Western Australia website is $8,000 

(4) Legal Aid Western Australia has not requested a website funding increase in time for the 2009 mid-year 
review 

Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions 

(1) 1. 

(2)-(3) Nil. 

(4) Not applicable. 

Office of the Information Commissioner 

(1) 1. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) Expected annual spend for www.foi.wa.gov.au is $5 288. Actual budget spent to 31/3/09 is $3 966. 

(4) Nil. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

1565. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios?  

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 March 2009, what is the global budget allocation for each website? 

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases in time for the 2009 mid-year review?  

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

Department of Water 

(1) The Department of Water has one website. 

(2) There are no new websites set to be added by the Department of Water. 

(3) The allocated global budget is $190,000. 

(4) The Department of Water has made no requests. 
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Water Corporation 

(1) Five. The Water Corporation is also in the process of developing an additional website which will be on 
line in approximately two to three months. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) The Water Corporation does not separate the costs related to hosting and supporting each website. The 
total estimate for hosting all sites is $222,500 per annum. 

(4) Nil. 

Drug and Alcohol Office  

(1) Three. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) The total budget allocation for DAO websites is $31,280. 

(4) Nil. 

Note: The above answer is for the Drug and Alcohol Office only. 

The Mental Health Division and mental health services in Area Health Services form part of the Department of 
Health and of hospitals boards which are in the Minister for Health's portfolio. As a consequence, information 
concerning the Mental Health Division and mental health services is included in the answer provided in respect 
of the Department of Health as a whole by the Minister for Health. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

1566. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios?  

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 March 2009, what is the global budget allocation for each website? 

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases in time for the 2009 mid-year review?  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

Local Government and Office Of Multicultural Interests 

The following is answered in terms of the Department of Local Government, including the Office of 
Multicultural Interests: 

(1) Two. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) $3,550 

(4) Nil. 

Metropolitan Cemeteries Board 

(1) One 

(2) Nil. 

(3) $50,000 plus $30,000 site upgrade. 

(4) Nil. 

Heritage Council of WA 

(1) One. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) $5,000 

(4) Nil. 

National Trust of Australia (WA) 

(1) Nine. 
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(2) Nil. 

(3) The global budget allocation for each website maintained by the National Trust of Australia (WA), as at 
31 March 2009 is as follows: 

Website Name Global Budget Allocation 
www.defenceheritage.org $1 200 
www.placestovisit.com.au $1 200 
www.heritageatrisk.org.au $1 200 
www.burrup.org.au $1 200 
www.ntwa.com.au     $30 000 (Note: website under redevelopment) 
www.naturalheritage.org.au $1 200 
www.valuingheritage.org.au $1 200 
www.goldenpipeline.com.au $1 200 
www.yorkcourthouse.com.au $1 200 

(4) Nil. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MANAGEMENT 

1568. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Environment; Youth 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios?  

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations? 

(3) As at 31 March 2009, what is the global budget allocation for each website? 

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases in time for the 2009 mid-year review?  

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

Department of Environment and Conservation, Swan River Trust and Office of the Appeals Convenor  

(1) Department of Environment and Conservation — seven websites. 
Environmental Protection Authority — two websites.  
Swan River Trust — two websites. 
Office of the Appeals Convenor — one website. 
Marine Parks and Reserves Authority — one website. 
Waste Authority — one website. 

(2) None. 

(3) Budgets are not allocated for individual websites. The overall website budget is $417,729. 

(4) Nil. 

Botanical Gardens and Parks Authority 

(1) Two. 

(2) None. 

(3) $72,467. 

(4) Nil. 

Office for Youth 

(1) One — Office for Youth. 

(2) One — Department for Communities website redevelopment is ongoing following the creation of the 
agency in 2007, which will incorporate the Youth website into the Communities' website. 

(3) $72,000 for the redevelopment of Department for Communities website.   

(4) Nil. 

Perth Zoo 

(1) One. 

(2) None. 

(3) $6,000. 

(4) Nil. 
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1569. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Premier; Minister for State Development 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Premier’s office since 
31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Premier’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Premier’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises: 

(1) $1,010.28 for the period 31 March 2009 — September 2009. 

(2) 8 

(3) Indoor Gardens. 

(4) See response to part (1). 

(5) Every three weeks. 

(6) Nil. 

(7)-(9) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1570. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Deputy Premier’s office 
since 31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Deputy Premier’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Deputy Premier’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)-(2)  Nil. 

(3)-(5)  Not applicable. 

(6) Nil. 

(7) Not applicable. 

(8) Nil. 

(9) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1571. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Fisheries; Electoral 
Affairs 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Minister’s office since 
31 March 2009? 
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(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1) $1 129.74 

(2) Five 

(3) Rentokil Tropical Plants 

(4) $1 129.74 

(5) Once every three weeks. 

(6) Nil 

(7)-(9) Not applicable 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1572. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Minister’s office since 
31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1) Nil 

(2) 1 

(3)-(4) Not Applicable 

(5) Not Applicable (Watered in-house) 

(6) 1 

(7) Funky Bunches (April — May) Distinct Decor (June to September) 

(8) $225 (Funky Bunches) $238.75 (Distinct Decor) 

(9) Once a month 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1573. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Minister’s office since 
31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office? 
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(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1)-(5)  Not applicable 

(6)-(9)  No flower arrangements are featured in the Ministerial office. I purchase bunches of flowers at my own 
expense. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1574. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Transport; Disability 
Services 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Minister’s office since 
31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Mr M.J. COWPER replied: 

(1)-(9)  Nil, and not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1576. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Minister’s office since 
31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) $634.14 

(2) Eight 

(3) Indoor Gardens Pty Ltd 

(4) $634.14 
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(5) Once every three weeks 
(6) Nil 
(7)-(9) Not Applicable 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1577. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming; Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Health 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Minister’s office since 
31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

(1)-(5)  Not applicable. 
(6) One. 
(7)-(9)  Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1578. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Planning; Culture and the Arts 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Minister’s office since 
31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

(1) $361.56  
(2) 4 
(3) Indoor Gardens 
(4) $361.56 
(5) Every 3 weeks 
(6) 1 
(7) Not applicable 
(8) $500.00 
(9) Weekly 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1579. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Minister’s office since 
31 March 2009? 
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(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1)-(5) There are currently ten plants which are hired through Ambius (Rentokil). The cost of these for the 
months of April, May, June, July, August and September, including hire, watering and tending is 
$1686.19. The plants are tended and watered every two to three weeks. Additionally there is one extra 
office plant that has been purchased separately. 

(6) Nil. 

(7)-(9) N/A. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1580. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Attorney General; Minister for Corrective Services 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Attorney General’s office 
since 31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Attorney General’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Attorney General’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

(1) As at 21 September 2009, $382.80 

(2) 3 

(3) Indoor Gardens 

(4) Please refer to (1). 

(5) Once a month. 

(6)-(9) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1581. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Community Services; 
Seniors and Volunteering; Women's Interests 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Minister’s office since 
31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office? 
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(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(1)-(9)  Not applicable 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1582. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Minister’s office since 
31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(1) $409.65 incl GST. 

(2) 7. 

(3) Indoor Gardens Pty Ltd. 

(4) Refer to question (1). Watering of plants is included in the cost of hiring. 

(5) Every 3 weeks. 

(6)-(9) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1583. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Minister’s office since 
31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(1) $2568.09  

(2) Small: 6, Large: 13 and Tubs: 2. 

(3) Rentokil Initial Pty Ltd. 

(4) $2568.09 

(5) Monthly. 
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(6) One. 

(7) Bloom Couture Flowers. 

(8) $900 

(9) Weekly. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1584. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Forestry; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
Education 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Minister’s office since 
31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(1) For the period 31 March 2009 to 30 September 2009 $1698.30 has been paid at a rate of $283.05 per 
month for both hire and tending and watering. 

(2) 26 

(3) Activ Foundation 

(4) Please refer to part (1) 

(5) Fortnightly 

(6)-(9) Not applicable 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — PLANT HIRE AND PURCHASE 

1585. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Environment; Youth 

(1) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of plants for the Minister’s office since 
31 March 2009? 

(2) How many plants are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(3) What company is contracted to tend and water these plants? 

(4) What is the cost of this contract to date since 31 March 2009? 

(5) How regularly does this company tend to and water the plants? 

(6) How many flower arrangements are featured in the Minister’s office? 

(7) Which companies provide flower arrangements to the office? 

(8) What amount has been paid for the hiring and/or purchase of flower arrangements since 31 

March 2009? 

(9) How regularly are flower arrangements replaced?  

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

(1) $729.30 (including GST) to 22 September 2009 

(2) 3 

(3) Ambius Indoor Plants  

(4) $729.30 (including GST) to 22 September 2009 

(5) Every three weeks  
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(6) 1 

(7) Angel Flowers, Guildford and Canning Vale  

(8) $851.00 (including GST) to 22 September 2009 

(9) Weekly. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1587. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Indigenous Affairs 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Deputy Premier’s 
portfolio are currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the Deputy 
Premier’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Deputy Premier’s 
portfolios are currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For each person currently employed within the Deputy Premier’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Department of Health 

WA Health 

(1) Class 1: 11; Class 2: 3; Class 3: Nil; and Class 4: Nil. 
SAT Group 2 Max: Nil; and Group 4 Max: Nil. 

(2) Class 1: 0.026%; Class 2: 0.007%; Class 3: 0%; and Class 4: 0%. 
SAT Group 2 Max: 0%; and Group 4 Max: 0%. 

(3) Class 1: 22; Class 2: 3; Class 3: 4; and Class 4: 4. 
SAT Group 2 Max: 1; and Group 4 Max: 1. 

Notes:  

Count is of staff employed permanently in a substantive position Class One and above.  
Medical Practitioners employed against the AMA Award have been excluded from the information provided.  
Drug and Alcohol Office is excluded from the information provided.  
Data was extracted from the HR Data Warehouse on Tuesday 22 September 2009. 

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable. 

Office of Health Review 

(1) 1 — Group One Maximum 

(2) Group One Maximum: 100 % 

(3) Nil. 

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable. 

Nurses and Midwives Board 

(1)  1 — Class 1 

(2) Class 1 — 100%,  

(3) Nil. 

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable. 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(1) Class 1: 1, Class 2: Nil, Class 3: Nil, Class 4: Nil, Group 1: Nil, Group 2: Nil. 

(2) Class 1: 16.66% (of numbers above Class 1), Class 2: Nil, Class 3: Nil, Class 4: Nil, Group 1: Nil, 
Group 2: Nil. 

(3) Class 1: 5, Class 2: Nil, Class 3: Nil, Class 4: Nil, Group 1: Nil, Group 2: 1. 

Deputy Premier's Office 

(1)-(3)  Not applicable. 
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(4) (a)  9 

(b)  
Name Position Contract Type 

Melinda Hayes Senior Policy Adviser Permanent (PSC) 
Jean Perkins Media Adviser Term of Government 
Rosemarie Helmerand Executive Officer Term of Government 
Elise Scari A/Liaison Officer Permanent (PSC) 
Kylie Mould Liaison Officer Term of Government 
Vicki Schneideman Appointment Secretary Term of Government 
Donna Brown Receptionist / Administrative Assistant Permanent (PSC) 
Sian Casley Receptionist / Administrative Assistant Term of Government 
Kathryn Willis Receptionist / Administrative Assistant Term of Government 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1588. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Fisheries; Electoral 
Affairs 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolio are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For each person currently employed within the Minister’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Ministerial Office 

(1)-(3)  Not applicable 

(4) (a)   Six 

(b) 
STAFF NAME POSITION CURRENT PAY LEVEL EMP. STATUS 

Holmes, Julie Policy Adviser/Liaison Officer L6 Secondment (RPH) (PSC) 
D'Sa, Bernadine Executive Officer A/L5 Permanent (PSC) 
Stone, Lynette Liaison Officer A/L4 Secondment (PSC) 
Strijk, Nicole Appointments Secretary L3 Permanent (PSC) 
McGrath, Dolly Reception/ Admin Assistant L2 Permanent (PSC) 
Egan, Eleanor Reception/ Admin Assistant L2 s68 Contract 

Department of Mines And Petroleum 

(1)-(2)  Nil 

(3) Class 1: 3, Class 2: 2, G3MIN: 1 

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable 

Minerals and Energy Research Institute of Western Australia 

(1)-(3)  Nil  

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable 

Department Of Fisheries 

(1)  Class 1: 1, Class 2+: Nil 

(2) 25% of the positions classified at Class 1 and above. 

(3) Class 1: 1, Class 2: 1, Group 3: 1 

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable 

Western Australian Electoral Commission 

(1) (2)  Nil 
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(3) Class 1: 1, Class 2+: Nil 

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1589. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development; Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolio are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For each person currently employed within the Minister’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

Gascoyne Development Commission 

(1)-(3)  Nil. 

(4) Not Applicable 

Goldfields Esperance Development Commission 

(1)-(3)  Nil. 

(4) Not Applicable 

Great Southern Development Commission 

(1)-(3)  Nil. 

(4) Not Applicable 

Kimberley Development Commission 

(1)-(3)  Nil. 

(4) Not Applicable 

LandCorp 

(1) Class 1 and above: 1 

(2) Class 1: 20% (20% of staff out of Class 1 are female) 

(3) Class 1 and above: 4 

(4) Not Applicable 

Landgate 

(1) Class 1: 3, Class 2: 0, Class 3: 0, Class 4:0 

(2) Class 1: 50%, Class 2:0%, Class 3:0%, Class 4:0% 

(3) Class 1:3, Group 1:1, Group 2:1 

(4) Not Applicable 

Mid West Development Commission 

(1)-(3)  Nil. 

(4) Not Applicable 

Peel Development Commission 

(1)-(3)  Nil. 

(4) Not Applicable 

Ministerial Office of Minister Grylls 

(1)-(3)  Nil 
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(4) (a) 10 

(b) Jill Sounness, Principal Policy Adviser — S68 Term of Government 
Aila Dann, Principal Policy Adviser — S68 Term of Government 
Anita Shah-Jenner, Policy Adviser — Placement from the Department of Regional  
    Development and Lands 
Jane Simpson, Media Adviser — S68 Term of Government 
Charmaine Cragan, Executive Officer — S68 Term of Government  
Rebecca Grugurinovic, Appointments Secretary, S64 Contract 
Anita Mann, Correspondence Officer, S64 Contract 
Alicia Rankin, Correspondence Officer, S68 Term of Government 
Catherine McKenzie-Murray, Correspondence Officer, S68 Term of Government (on leave 
without    pay till 23 November 2009) 
Michaela Johnson, Receptionist — Temporary Contract (employed through Integrity Staffing) 

Pilbara Development Commission 

(1)-(3)  Nil. 

(4) Not Applicable 

Department of Regional Development and Lands 

(1) Class 1 — One 

(2) Class 1 — 25% , Group 2 Max — 0% 

(3) Class 1 — 3, Group 2 Max — 1   

(4) Not Applicable 

South West Development Commission 

(1)-(3)  Nil. 

(4) Not Applicable 

Wheatbelt Development Commission 

(1)-(3)  Nil 

(4) Not Applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1590. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Education; Tourism 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolio are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For each person currently employed within the Minister’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

For the Ministerial Office 

(1)-(3)  Not applicable 

(4) (a)  12 

(b) As at 22 September 2009 —  

Position Name FTE Contract Type 

Media Adviser Motion, Jaimee (Paid 
by GMO) 

1 s68 Contract — contract with Minister Constable 
ceased on 23/09/09 

Media Adviser Hayley, Bianca 1 S68 Contract — contact with Minister Constable 
commenced on 21/09/09 
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Executive Officer Baker, Samantha 1 Permanent (PSC) 

Liaison Officer Rance, Lisa 1 Secondment (Curriculum Council) 

Executive Assistant Clifton, Kymberly 0.4 Part Time — Permanent (PSC) 

Appointments Secretary Coleman, Nicole 1 Permanent (PSC) 

Reception / Admin Assistant Guigayoma, Jay 1 Permanent (PSC) 

Reception / Admin Assistant Pyburne, Carlie 1 Permanent (PSC) 

Reception / Admin Assistant Lewis, Kelly 1 s64 (1)(b) Fixed Term Contract (PSC) 

Principal Policy Adviser -
Tourism 

Lees, Belinda 1 Placement (Tourism) 

Principal Policy Adviser — 
Education 

Coughlan, Kathleen 1 Placement (DET) 

Principal Policy Adviser — 
Education 

Taggart, Joanne 1 Placement (DES) 

For the Department of Education and Training 

(1)-(3) 

Class (1) (2) (3) 
Class 1 2 33 per cent 4 
Assistant Executive Director 0 0 per cent 2 
Class 2 2 25 per cent 6 
Executive Director 0 0 per cent 3 
Class 3 0 0 per cent 3 
Deputy Director General 1 25 per cent 3 
Director General 1 100 percent 0 
TOTAL 6  21 

(4) Not applicable 

For Country High School Hostels Authority 

(1) One (Acting Chief Executive Officer) 

(2) 100 per cent (Acting Chief Executive Officer) 

(3) Nil 

(4) Not applicable  

For Public Education Endowment Trust 

(1) Nil 

(2)-(4)  Not applicable 

For the Curriculum Council 

(1)-(2)  Nil  

(3)  Class 1: 1, Class 2: Nil, Class 3: Nil, Class 4: Nil 

(4)  Not applicable 

For the Department of Education Services 

(1)-(2)  Nil 

(3) Class 1: 1, Group 2 Max: 1 

(4) Not applicable 

For Tourism WA 

(1) Class 1: 2, Class 2: Nil, Class 3: Nil, Class 4: Nil 

(2) Class 1: 50 per cent, Class 2: Nil, Class 3: Nil, Class 4: Nil 

(3) Class 1: 1, Class 2: Nil, Class 3: Nil, Class 4: Nil, Group 3 Max: 1 

(4) Not applicable 

For the Rottnest Island Authority 

(1)-(2)  Nil 
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(3) Group One Maximum: 1 

(4) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1591. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Transport; Disability 
Services 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolio are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For each person currently employed within the Minister’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Mr M.J. COWPER replied: 

Public Transport Authority 

(1) 2 at Class 1 
0 at Class 2, 3, and 4. 

(2) Class 1 – 50% 
Class 2, 3 and 4 — Not applicable.. 

(3) 2 at Class 1 
3 at Class 2 
0 at Class 3 and 4 

Main Roads 

(1) Zero 

(2) Zero 

(3) Class 1: 2 employees 
Class 2: 4 employees 

Disability Services Commission 

(1) Class 1 - 3 
Class 2 – 1 

(2) Class 1 – 50% 
Class 2  - 100% 
Group 3 – 0% 

(3) Class 1 - 3 
Group 3 – 1 

Department of Transport 

(1) Nil 

(2) 0% 

(3) Class 1:3 

Ministerial Office 

(4) Seven 

(b)  

Executive Officer Reid, Danielle 1 L5 S68 Contract 

Appointment Secretary Ginny Jankowski 1 L3 S68 Contract 

Reception / Admin Assistant Leong, Kathryn 1 L2 Permanent (PSC) 

Reception / Admin Assistant Fleay, Tiffany 1 L2 Permanent (PSC) 
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Reception/ Admin Assistant Hawkins, Rebecca 1 L2 Permanent (PSC) 

Policy Adviser/Liaison Officer – DoP Checksfield, Ursula 1 A/L6 Placement (DoP) 

Policy Adviser/Liaison Officer – Licensing Nelmes, Sue 1 A/L7 Placement (DoT) 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1593. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolio are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For each person currently employed within the Minister’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

WA Police 

(1) Class 1: 1, Group 1(max): 1 

(2) Class 1: 25%, Group 1(max): 11% 

(3) Class 1: 3, Group 1(max): 8, Group 2(min): 1, Group 2(max): 1, Group 4(min): 1 

FESA 

(1) Class 1: 0, Class 2: 0, Class 3: 0, Class 4: 0, Group 3:1 

(2) Class 1: 0, Class 2: 0, Class 3: 0, Class 4: 0, Group 3: 20% 

(3) Class 1: 3, Class 2: 0, Class 3: 0, Class 4: 0, Group 1: 1 

Office of Road Safety 

(1) Class 1: 0, Class 2: 0, Class 3: 0, Class 4: 0 

(2) Class 1: 0, Class 2: 0, Class 3: 0, Class 4: 0 

(3) Class 1: 1, Class 2: 0, Class 3: 0, Class 4: 0 

Ministerial Office 

(4) (a) 6 

(b)  
NAME POSITION CONTRACT TYPE 

Robyn Riordan A/Executive Officer Permanent Public Servant 
Joy Turvey A/Ministerial Liaison Officer S64 (1)(b) Fixed Term Contract 
Lauren Strijk Appointment Secretary Permanent Public Servant 
Laura Walsh Reception/Administration Assistant S64 (1)(b) Fixed Term Contract 
Elaine Ellis Reception/Administration Assistant S68 Contract 
Rosalie Cobai Media Advisor S68 Contract 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1594. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming; Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Health 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolio are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  
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(4) For each person currently employed within the Minister’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

Ministerial Office 

(1)-(3)  Not applicable. 

(4) (a)  Six. 

(b)  
NAME POSITION CONTRACT TYPE 

Sue Lothian Executive Officer Permanent Officer 
Ruth Jackson Liaison Officer Secondment (from Dept. Health) 
Narelle Jones Appointments Secretary s68 Contract 
Karin Stacey Reception/Admin Assistant s68 Contract 
Carol-Ann Burke Reception/Admin Assistant s68 Contract (currently on leave without 
pay) 
Terrie Perrett Reception/Admin Assistant s68 Contract 

Department of Sport and Recreation 

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) Three; being two officers at Class 1 and one officer at Group 2 — Maximum. 

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable. 

WA Institute of Sport 

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) Nil. 

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable. 

Venues West 

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) Nil. 

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable. 

Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor 

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) One at Group 2 — Maximum. 

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable. 

Burswood Park Board 

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) Nil. 

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable. 

Western Australian Greyhound Racing Association 

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) One — Class 4. 

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1595. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Planning; Culture and the Arts 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolio are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For each person currently employed within the Minister’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Planning 

(1) Class 1: 1, Class 2: 0, Class 3: 1, Class 4: 0 

(2) Class 1: 25%, Class 2: 0%, Class 3: 100%, Class 4: 0% 

(3) Class 1: 3, Class 2: 1, Class 3: 0, G4MIN: 1, SPEC: 1 (Charles Johnson) 

(4) Not applicable  

Armadale Redevelopment Authority 

(1)  One 

(2) Class 1: 10%; Group 1: 0%; Group 2: 0% 

(3) Class 1: One; Group 1: One; Group 2: Nil 

(4) Not applicable 

Subiaco Redevelopment Authority 

(1) Not applicable for SRA. Under its Act, the SRA Board is precluded from directly employing staff, apart 
from the Chief Executive Officer. EPRA delivers human resource services to the SRA in accordance 
with a Service Agreement between the two Boards.  

(2) As above 

(3) 1 — Class 2 

(4) Not applicable 

East Perth Redevelopment Authority 

(1)-(2)) Nil 

(3) 1 — Class 2 

(4) Not applicable 

Midland Redevelopment Authority 

(1)-(3) Nil  

(4) Not applicable 

Department of Culture & Arts 

(1)  Four 
Class 1 — One 
Special 2 (group 1 Max) — One 
Special 3 (group 2 minimum) — Two 

(2)  57% 
Class 1 — 33% 
Special 2 (group 1 Max) — 100% 
Special 3 (group 2 minimum) — 100% 

(3) Three 
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Class 1 — Two 

Class 1 Art Gallery of WA Non Salary and Allowances Tribunal CEO — One 

(4) Not applicable 

Ministerial Office  

(1)-(3) Not applicable 

(4) (a) 8 

(b)   [See paper 1558.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1596. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolio are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For each person currently employed within the Minister’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

Ministerial Office 

NAME POSITION CONTRACT TYPE 

McNeill, Helen Principal Policy Adviser — Training s68 Contract 
Senbergs, Anne-Louise Media Adviser s68 Contract 
Grgurinovic, Stella Executive Officer s68 Contract 
Christianopoulos, Chrissy Appointments Secretary Secondment (DoT) 
Jasa, Anita Reception / Admin Assistant s68 Contract 
Power, Davina Reception/ Admin Assistant s68 Contract 
Woods, Emma Reception / Admin Assistant s68 Contract 
Barrie, Kathryn Principal Policy Adviser — Energy Placement (OoE) 
Ng, Margaret Principal Policy Adviser — Training Placement (DET) 

Office of Energy 

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) Class 1: 3, Class 2: Nil, Class 3: Nil, Class 4, Nil, Group 3: 1 

Department of Education and Training 

(1)-(3) The Minister for Education will respond on behalf of the Department of Education and Training. 

Department of Education Services 

(1)-(3) The Minister for Education will respond on behalf of the Department of Education Services. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1598. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Community Services; 
Seniors and Volunteering; Women's Interests 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolio are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  
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(4) For each person currently employed within the Minister’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

Department for communities 

(1) Class 1: 3 

Group 2 max 1 

(2) Class 1: 75 per cent (i.e. 3 of 4 Class 1) 

Group 2 max 100 per cent (i.e. 1) 

(3) Class 1: 1 

(4) (a)-(b)  Not applicable 

Department for Child Protection 

(1)  Class 1: 1 ; Class 2: 2 

(2) Class 1: 33per cent; Class 2: 66per cent 

(3) Class 1: 2 ; Class 2: 1 ; Group 3 Max: 1 

Ministers Office 

(1)-(3) Not applicable 

(4) (a)  Seven 

(b) 
Name Position Contract Type 

Judy Tennant Principal Policy Adviser Secondment 
Natalee Shwayka  Policy Adviser Permanent (PSC) Officer 
Alexandra Jovanovic Media Adviser S 68 
Hayley Bond Acting Executive Officer S 68 
Domenica Hegarty Parliamentary Liaison Officer Secondment 
Joanne Shoebridge Acting appointment Secretary S 68 
Genna Moretti Reception/Admin S 68 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1599. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Water; Mental Health 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolio are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For each person currently employed within the Minister’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

Minister's Office 

(1)-(3)  Not applicable. 

(4)  (a)  Eight. 

(b) 
Wilkinson, Keetha Chief of Staff s68 Contact 
Ferguson-Stewart, Anne Principal Policy Adviser s68 Contact 
Flynn, Leah Executive Officer s64 (1)(b) Fixed Term Contract (PSC) 
Els, Sanette Appointments Secretary s64 (1)(b) Fixed Term Contract (PSC) 
Dwight, Katharine Reception / Admin Assistant s64 (1)(b) Fixed Term Contract (PSC) 
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Raniri, Putri Reception / Admin Assistant s64 (1)(b) Fixed Term Contract (PSC) 
Burns, Elizabeth Principal Policy Adviser — Water Placement (Department of Water) 
Darby, Carol Senior Policy Officer — Water Placement (Department of Water) 

Department of Water 

The following information includes Director General's position: 

(1)  One — Class 1. 

(2)  20 percent. 

(3)  Four; Three officers at Class 1 and One officer at Group 2. 

(4)  (a)-(b)  Not applicable.  

Water Corporation: 

The Water Corporation is not an organisation under the Public Sector Management Act and does not have a pay 
structure which includes Class 1 or above.  The answers below relate to the Corporation's Executive Team. 

(1) Two. 

(2) 22.22 percent. 

(3) Seven. 

(4)  (a)-(b)  Not applicable.  

Drug and Alcohol Office 

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) One — Group 1. 

(4)  (a)-(b)  Not applicable.  

Note:  

The Mental Health Division and mental health services in Area Health Services form part of the Department of Health and of hospitals 
boards which are in the Minister for Health's portfolio. As a consequence, information concerning the Mental Health Division and mental 
health services is included in the answer provided in respect of the Department of Health as a whole by the Minister for Health. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1600. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolio are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For each person currently employed within the Minister’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(1)-(3)  

Agency Female Staff members 
above Class 1 

Percentage of 
Female staff 
above Class 1 

Male Staff Members above Class 1 

Local 
Government/Office of 
Multicultural Interests 

Two. One S2 and one C1 
(Another female staff 
member ranked at C1 is to 
commence with the 
Department on 12 
October 2009). 

1.6% (2.4% as 
at 12 
October 2009). 

Nil (One male staff member ranked at C1 is to 
commence with the Department on 6 
October 2009). 

Metropolitan 
Cemeteries Board 

Nil. Nil. One (full-time) 

Heritage Council of 
Western Australia 

Nil. Nil. Nil. 
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National Trust of 
Australia (WA) 

Nil. Nil. One fulltime male Class 4. The Chief Executive 
Officer of the National Trust of Australia (WA) is 
not a member of the Senior Executive Service. He 
is employed under a contract with the Council of 
the National Trust of Australia (WA) with 
remuneration equivalent to the Government 
Officers' Salaries, Allowances, and Conditions 
(GOSAC) award Class 4. 

(4) (a)-(b) 
Name Position Contract 

Sheryl Siekierka Principal Policy Adviser Secondment 
Carole Cowling Media Adviser S68 contract 
Mel Grealish Executive Officer S68 contract 
Gordana Stolp Ministerial Liaison Officer Permanent public servant (part-time) 
Janeice Douglas Appointments Secretary S68 contract 
Lisa Cook Administrative Assistant  S68 contract 
Jilian Hawley Administrative Assistant  S68 contract 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1601. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Forestry; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
Education 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolio are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For each person currently employed within the Minister’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

Agriculture and Food: 

(1) Class 1: nil, Class 2: nil, Class 3: 1 

(2) Class 1: 0%, Class 2: 0%; Class 3: 25%, Group 3: 0% 

(3) Class 1: 3, Class 2: 1, Class 3: 3, Group 3: 1 

(4) Not applicable 

NOTE:  Above responses include those on Higher Duties. 

Forestry: 

(1)  Class 1: nil, Class 2: nil, Class 3: nil, Class 4: nil 

(2) Class 1: nil, Class 2: nil, Class 3: nil, Class 4: nil 

(3) Class 1: 3, Class 2: nil, Class 3: nil, Class 4: 1 

(4) Not applicable 

Ministerial Office: 

(1)-(3) Not applicable 

(4) (a)  6 

(b) 
Kerrine Blenkinsop,  Senior Policy Advisor,  A/L8, Placement 
Nicole Fernandes,  Senior Policy Advisor,  A/L7, Placement 
Carissa Buckland,  Media Adviser, SMA1,  s68 contract 
Santa Squadrito,  Executive Officer, L5,  s68 contract 
Stephanie Holder,  Appointment Secretary,  L3, s68 contract 
Brooke Bindon,  Correspondence Officer,  L2, Permanent (PSC) 
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Assisting Minister for Education: 

(1)-(3) Answer to be provided by the Minister for Education 

(4) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — STAFF GENDER STATISTICS 

1602. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Environment; Youth 

(1) How many female staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolio are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(2) What is the percentage of female staff members within each department and agency within the 
Minister’s portfolios at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)? 

(3) How many male staff members within each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios are 
currently ranked at Class 1 and above (for each class please specify)?  

(4) For each person currently employed within the Minister’s office please advise: 

(a) the number of female staff employed, including those on placement, secondment and 
attachment; and  

(b) the name, position, and contract type of each female staff member? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

Department of Environment and Conservation and Swan River Trust  

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) Class 1 — 10 
Group 2 — 2 
Group 3 — 1 
 

Office of the Appeals Convenor 

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) None. 

Botanical Gardens and Parks Authority 

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) Class 1 — One. 

Office for Youth 

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) None. 

Perth Zoo 

(1) Group 1 — One. The staff member has an increment allowance to Group 2. 

(2) 100%. 

(3) None. 

Minister's Office 

(1) Nil. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) None. 

(4) (a)  Nine 

(b)  see below 
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Name Position Contract Type 

Dawn Fitzgerald Chief of Staff Term of Government contract. 

Cara Babb Principal Policy Advisor Term of Government contract. 

Penny Britton Executive Officer Term of Government contract. 

Kristy Jefferies Appointments Secretary Placement from the Department of Premier and Cabinet. 

Carissa Aitkin Policy and Liaison 
Officer 

Secondment from the Department of Environment and 
Conservation. 

Iman Stubbs Ministerial Liaison 
Officer 

Term of Government contract. 

Nikki Kozulin Correspondence Officer Term of Government contract. 

Elissa Smith Receptionist Department of Premier and Cabinet contract 

Valerie 
Dragojevic 

Administrative Assistant Term of Government contract. 

Mariella Vallesi Administrative Assistant Placement from the Department of Premier and Cabinet. 

SOUTH HEDLAND TOWN CENTRE PROGRAM — APPROVAL PROCESS 

1603. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for Lands 

(1) What approvals are required from which regulatory agencies in order to secure progress with the release 
of the remaining parcels of land that are to form a part of LandCorp's South Hedland Town Centre 
Revitalisation Program? 

(2) On what date were applications for approval lodged by LandCorp with each of these regulatory 
agencies for each of these development proposals? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1)  The South Hedland Revitalisation plan was generated through community consultation run by the Town 
of Port Hedland, who then referred the plan to the approvals agencies.  The town centre portion to be 
developed by LandCorp requires no further approvals and tenders for earthworks will be invited in 
November 2009. 

(2)  A subdivision application was lodged with the Western Australian Planning Commission on 
9 December 2008. Subdivision approval was received on 29 September 2009 for Stage 1.  

HEDLAND — LANDCORP INDUSTRIAL LOTS RELEASE 

1604. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for Lands 

(1) What additional industrial lots are being made available for release by LandCorp in the Hedland area? 

(2) When will these be released onto the market? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1) Detailed design is underway for the next stage of Wedgefield Industrial Estate comprising 19 lots sized 
between 2,000m2 and 7,000m2. Planning to rezone a further 280 hectares to provide further light 
industrial and transport development land is well advanced.  All future industrial areas are subject to 
Native Title. 

(2) Subject to resolution of all land clearance issues, the next stage of 19 lots is scheduled to commence 
construction by April 2010 (post cyclone season) with release in May 2010. Titles are likely to be 
available in October 2010. Conditional upon the rezoning process, further stages will be released during 
the second half of 2011.  

KARRATHA — INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT 

1605. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for Lands 

What infrastructure investment is required to secure the development of undeveloped zoned land in the Karratha 
area, specifically the total 1430 ha and the 849 ha located at "Regals", south of the Karratha Hills? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

To provide power, water and sewer to the "Regals" will require extensive upgrade to existing infrastructure and 
new trunk infrastructure to be built. Water Corporation and Horizon Power have been asked to estimate the 
investment required. 
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SOUTH HEDLAND TOWN CENTRE PROGRAM — NEW HOMES DELAY 

1606. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for Lands 

(1) What is causing the delay with the delivery of the 600 new homes onto the market in South Hedland as 
part of LandCorp's South Hedland Town Centre Revitalisation Program? 

(2) When will work commence on this project? 

(3) When will construction commence on the first of these 600 new homes? 

(4) By what date will this 600 new home program be completed? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1) The approvals process was finalised with the granting of subdivision approval by the Western 
Australian Planning Commission on 29 September 2009. 

(2) Earthworks are due to commence in December 2009. 

(3) Construction of new homes can commence on site from August 2010 when the titles are estimated to be 
available.  

(4) Completion of homes for the first stage will be dependent on the development timeframe of the 
successful proponent developer/purchaser. 

NEWMAN — NATIVE TITLE SETTLEMENT DELAY 

1607. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for Lands 

What is holding up the settlement of a native title agreement for progressing the next stage release of the 50 
residential lots proposed for Newman by Landcorp? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

Prior to June 2009, LandCorp was ready to commence development of a further 48 residential lots in East 
Newman. However, in June 2009 LandCorp received advice that due to a recent Court decision native title 
required clearance before further residential development could proceed. LandCorp has requested Government 
approval to negotiate with the Nyiyarparli claimant group to reach a negotiated outcome. 

Once agreement is reached LandCorp would be able to release residential lots within 6-12 months. 

SOUTH HEDLAND TOWN CENTRE REVITALISATION PROGRAM — LAND RELEASE 

1608. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for Lands 

(1) When will the first parcel of land be released onto the market as a part of LandCorp's South Hedland 
Town Centre Revitalisation Program? 

(2) How many housing units will be made available in the development of this first land parcel? 

(3) What is the location for this first land parcel release? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1) The first parcel of land will be released to the private sector in the first quarter of 2010. Titles for 
stage 1 are anticipated in August 2010. 

(2) The two parcels are zoned R50 and R80 respectively and have the potential to yield up to 130 housing 
units.  

(3) The development is located on the corner of Colebatch Way, Murdoch Drive and Collier Drive 
intersection in South Hedland. 

URBAN RENEWAL PROJECTS — TIMELINES 

1609. Mr T.G. Stephens to the Minister for Lands 

In reference to the State Government's active urban renewal projects, will the Minister please table details of the 
timelines and the content of the urban renewal projects in each of the following areas: 

(a) Carine; 

(b) Coolbellup; 

(c) Craigie; 

(d) Hamilton Hill; 

(e) Fremantle (Knutsford); 
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(f) Kwinana; 

(g) Perry Lakes; 

(h) Rivervale (The Springs); and 

(i) White Gum Valley? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(a) CARINE 

Timeline milestones 

Structure plan approval expected Mid 2010 
Commence development September 2010 
Commence land sales March 2011 

Content 

Project will create potential to deliver approximately 51 lots. 
Maximum yield — approximately 439 dwellings. 

(b) COOLBELLUP  

Timeline milestones 

Structure plan approval expected Late 2010 
Commence development January 2011 
Commence land sales July 2011 

Content 

Project will create potential to deliver approximately 207 lots. 
Maximum yield — approximately 620 dwellings. 

(c) CRAIGIE HIGH SCHOOL 

Timeline milestones 

Structure plan approval expected Early 2011 
Commence development Early 2012 
Commence land sales Mid 2012 

Content 

Project will create approximately 135 lots.  
Maximum yield — approximately 149 dwellings. 

(d) HAMILTON HILL  

Timeline milestones 

Development timeframe not yet determined — additional adjoining land to be acquired. 

Content 

Project will create approximately 33 lots. 
Maximum yield — approximately 40 dwellings. 

(e) FREMANTLE KNUTSFORD 

Timeline milestones 

Structure plan approval expected Mid 2010 
Commence development Late 2010  
Commence land sales Early 2011 

Content 

Project will create 180 lots.  
Maximum yield — 300 dwellings. 

(f) KWINANA EDUCATION PRECINCT 

Timeline milestones 

Structure plan approval expected Approved 
Commence development Early/Mid 2010 
Commence land sales Mid 2010 
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Content 

Project will create approximately 69 lots. 
Maximum yield — approximately 167 dwellings. 

(g) PERRY LAKES  

Timeline Milestones 

Redevelopment Plan Approved 
Commence development Late 2009 
Commence land sales Late 2010 

Content 

Project will create 134 lots. 
Maximum yield approximately 606 dwellings. 

(h) RIVERVALE (THE SPRINGS) 

Project Timelines 

Structure Plan approval expected Late 2009 
Commence development  Mid 2010 
Commence land sales  Late 2010 

Content 

Project will create 20 lots.  
Maximum yield — 850 dwellings and 40,000m² commercial space. 

(i)  WHITE GUM VALLEY (KIM BEAZLEY SPECIAL SCHOOL) 

Land currently owned by Department of Education. 

LandCorp acquisition anticipated late 2010. 

Timeline milestones 

Structure plan approval expected Late 2010 
Commence development Early 2011 
Commence land sales Mid 2011 

Content 

Project will create — approximately 35 lots. 
Maximum yield — approximately 50 dwellings. 

__________ 

 

 


