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HARMONY DAY, MIRRABOOKA 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.54 pm]: As we celebrate Harmony Day in the Mirrabooka community 
tomorrow, I would again like to congratulate the enthusiastic and committed people who live and work in the 
Mirrabooka electorate—people such as Karen Roberts, Jesse Brennan and Eva Mwakichako, from the 
City of Stirling; Chris Ward from the Edmund Rice Centre; Theresa Pham of MercyCare; Susan 
Hampton-Mortlock of the Smith Family; Marina Suleski from the Ishar Multicultural Women’s Health Centre; 
Caroline Spiers of the Department for Child Protection and Family Support; Lucy Neal from Mirrabooka Square; 
and many others. 
However, it is not enough to champion harmony through a once-a-year festival that celebrates diversity. It is 
imperative that this government responds to the needs of an electorate as diverse as Mirrabooka. Again I point 
out the urgent need for this government to respond to the unemployment rate in Mirrabooka and Balga, which in 
December was at 24.3 per cent, while the rest of the state was at six per cent, and youth unemployment placed at 
3.8 per cent higher than the rest of the state. The low income make-up of Mirrabooka and the impact on the 
residents’ health is clearly articulated by an Australian Bureau of Statistics finding that low-income households 
have higher rates of obesity and spend more of their income on food and non-alcoholic beverages and energy-
dense, or sugar-based, foods that often represent the lowest-cost options. The Department of Health reports that 
61 per cent of people living in the City of Stirling and 67 per cent of the people living in the City of Wanneroo 
are overweight or obese. Therefore, I call on the federal and state governments to join Britain in placing a sugar 
levy on soft drinks to assist the people of Mirrabooka electorate, and all of WA, to make healthy consumption 
choices, which benefit both themselves and the community as a whole. 
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