
 

 

Legislative Assembly 

Thursday, 1 December 2011 

                 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams) took the chair at 9.00 am, and read prayers. 

SKILLED LOCAL JOBS BILL 2011 

Petition 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [9.01 am]: Thank you for once again showing your extraordinary powers 
of wisdom, Mr Speaker. I have a petition couched in the following terms — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, say the WA Parliament should pass laws that ensure a greater share of skilled 
engineering and fabrication work for our major resources projects is performed in Western Australia. 

Our major resources projects are increasingly sending their skilled work offshore. Many of Western 
Australia’s fabrication workshops are almost empty and our engineers have to go overseas if they want 
to help design our LNG projects. 

Our natural resources can only be used once and we should use the current resources construction boom 
to provide training and apprenticeships for our young people, so that they can have a future after the 
boom. 

Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to urge all Members to support the Skilled Local Jobs Bill 2011 
with the objective of ensuring a greater share of skilled work for our major resources projects is 
performed in Western Australia. 

This petition has 172 signatures and I certify that it conforms with the standing orders of the Legislative 
Assembly.  

[See petition 534.] 

A similar petition was presented by Mr P.B. Watson (11 signatures). 

[See petition 535.] 

PAPERS TABLED 

Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house. 

MIDLAND HEALTH CAMPUS — PREFERRED RESPONDENT 

Statement by Minister for Health 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Health) [9.04 am]: Sorry, Mr Speaker; I was somewhat 
distracted. 

The SPEAKER: That is all right, minister. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I am probably still somewhat distracted!  

The SPEAKER: Very subtle, minister!  

Dr K.D. HAMES: I rise to advise the house of the preferred respondent to partner with the state government to 
deliver the new Midland health campus. In response to the state government’s request for proposals to design, 
build, operate and maintain the new Midland health campus, detailed proposals were received on 13 October 
2011 from Ramsay Health Care Ltd and St John of God Health Care Inc. The detailed proposals received from 
both respondents underwent a thorough and extensive evaluation process, which identified St John of God 
Health Care Inc as the preferred respondent to partner with the state in delivering the new Midland health 
campus. Ramsay Health Care Ltd has been appointed as the reserve respondent.  

The evaluation process confirmed St John of God Health Care’s ability to deliver high-quality health services in 
accordance with the state’s requirements, with a commitment to safety and quality in the delivery of care, the 
provision of a contemporary patient-centred design solution for the new Midland health campus, and long-term 
efficiencies in the delivery of health care. The proposal highlighted St John of God Health Care’s intent to work 
with the community in delivering integrated and innovative health care for the population in the north eastern 
corner of Perth.  
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St John of God Health Care has put forward an exciting, highly functional hospital design that fits comfortably 
within its setting in the historic Midland redevelopment precinct, is culturally appropriate and will ensure that the 
broader Midland community and those from surrounding regional areas will have access to high-quality free 
public health care closer to home. The services available in the Midland area will be expanded from those 
currently available at Swan District Hospital, with a 50 per cent increase in beds to 307 beds for public patients 
and additional beds being provided for private patients. Future expansion is also planned to provide up to 450 
public beds at the new health campus.  

The state government will now proceed to a contract negotiation phase with St John of God Health Care, during 
which the details of the contract to design, build, operate and maintain the new Midland health campus will be 
refined and confirmed. These negotiations will be finalised as soon as possible, enabling the achievement of the 
target date for construction to commence in July 2012, with the new hospital on track to be opened in 2015. 
Swan District Hospital will continue to operate until the new Midland health campus opens, at which time it will 
close. Kalamunda Hospital will remain open after the new hospital is built and will continue to be operated by 
WA Health. 

CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSIONER — ROGER MACKNAY, QC — APPOINTMENT 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Attorney General) [9.07 am]: I rise to inform the house of the appointment 
of Roger Macknay, QC, as the Western Australian Corruption and Crime Commissioner, effective from 
21 November 2011. Mr Macknay, QC, is a highly experienced and respected legal practitioner who practised as 
a barrister for over 20 years prior to his appointment as a judge of the District Court of Western Australia. He 
was admitted to practice in 1971 and appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1992. During the course of his practice he 
served in various positions of responsibility, including as chair of the Optometrists Registration Board of 
Western Australia, deputy chair of the Town Planning Appeal Tribunal, and commissioner of the Supreme Court 
of Western Australia. Mr Macknay, QC, was appointed as a judge of the District Court of Western Australia in 
1994 and served with distinction in that capacity for 15 years prior to his retirement in 2009. Since his retirement 
from the District Court, he has served as a deputy president of the State Administrative Tribunal and as an 
auxiliary judge of the District Court. He resigns those latter positions to assume the position of Corruption and 
Crime Commissioner.  

Mr Macknay, QC, is held in the highest esteem throughout the legal profession as a lawyer and a judge. His 
integrity, experience and capacity are unquestioned. I note that the opposition spokesperson on justice has 
publicly welcomed his appointment. Mr Macknay, QC’s, appointment has been made by the Governor upon my 
recommendation, with bipartisan support from the members of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption 
and Crime Commission and as one of a list of eligible candidates submitted by the nominating committee 
comprising the Chief Justice, the Chief Judge of the District Court and a community representative.  

Mr Macknay, QC’s, appointment is a vital step in ensuring that confidence is maintained in one of the key 
integrity bodies within the Western Australian government. A Corruption and Crime Commission capable of 
effectively deterring, detecting and investigating corruption and serious crime is clearly in the interests of the 
state, and Mr Macknay’s appointment is therefore to an office of great importance to the state of Western 
Australia. I would like to express the Liberal–National government’s best wishes to Mr Macknay in his new role. 
I would also like to express the government’s sincere thanks to Ms Michelle Hullett and Mr Mark Herron for 
their services as Acting Commissioners of the Corruption and Crime Commission prior to Mr Macknay’s 
appointment. 

SPORT AND RECREATION INDUSTRY AWARDS 2011 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.09 am]: On Friday, 25 November, I 
was fortunate enough to attend the 2011 Sport and Recreation Industry Awards. I acknowledge my 
parliamentary colleague the member for Kwinana, who was also in attendance. These awards are held every two 
years to recognise innovation and achievement across all areas of sport and recreation in Western Australia. 

The 2011 awards were held at Challenge Stadium, which, members present may be aware, is celebrating its 
twenty-fifth birthday soon. I would like to take the opportunity today to highlight some of the remarkable 
achievements recognised on the sport and recreation industry’s night of nights. In what will be a pleasing result 
for the member for Bassendean, the big winner on the night was the Swan Districts Football Club. Swan 
Districts was the recipient of the Minister’s Award for Industry Excellence, an award that recognises the best of 
all the award winners across all categories. The task of selecting the winner of this award is always difficult, with 
many great examples of excellence in sport and recreation, so well done to the team down at Swans. The Swan 
Districts Football Club provided four submissions and was a finalist in three categories: commitment to 
participation, provision of sport and recreation to regional WA, and the community event award. These 
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submissions displayed the depth and strength that this club has in providing programs that are able to achieve a 
large number of positive outcomes by providing community sport opportunities. These programs have been 
focused on the north west of Western Australia, where a variety of community engagement tools were used to 
attract participants from across all age groups, both male and female. Importantly, in addition to sport and 
recreation outcomes, these programs were also able to achieve educational, as well as health and wellbeing 
objectives amongst participants.  

The John Graham Award is for outstanding long-term service to the sport and recreation industry. Each peak 
industry body is given the opportunity to nominate for this award. This year the award went to Mr Craig James. 
Craig has given long and continuing service to rowing since competing in 1966 at Aquinas College. His 
contribution as an administrator and official is well recognised within the sport and earned him life membership 
of Rowing WA in 2001. His valuable contribution to WA sport commenced in 1995 when he was elected to the 
Western Australian Sports Federation board, and he continues through his role as WASF councillor for Rowing 
WA, and in his professional capacity as a partner at Gibson & Gibson Lawyers. 

What was really exciting about the evening was the variety of winners from right across the state. I would like to 
acknowledge a few of them now, starting with the City of Rockingham, which took out the industry award for 
management; the Shire of Cranbrook, which swept the field in the best use of a facility in bringing the 
community together; and the Munda Biddi Trail Foundation, for taking out the award for excellence in volunteer 
support. I would like to congratulate these and all the other winners from the evening and acknowledge the great 
work of the Department of Sport and Recreation and VenuesWest in putting this terrific event together. 

MULTICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT EXPO 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.12 am]: I am 
pleased to inform the house of the success of the inaugural Multicultural Employment Expo, held at the Herb 
Graham Recreation Centre in Mirrabooka on Friday 18 November 2011. This innovative event was a 
collaborative venture by a national employment agency, Centrelink and the Office of Multicultural Interests, 
with the aim of linking culturally and linguistically diverse job seekers to potential employers. 

More than 600 people attended the half-day event, at which they were able to access information from more than 
40 employers and training providers. Many major local employers from the hospitality, retail and service sectors 
were represented at the expo, including Burswood Resort, Edith Cowan University, Global Security, Goodlife 
Learning, Prime Health Group and Woolworths. There was also a range of support services such as Health 
Training Australia, and PVS Workfind employment coaches on hand to facilitate interviews. Although final 
outcomes are still pending, the early signs indicate that several hundred job seekers have made significant steps 
toward securing employment. Employers are currently in the process of short-listing candidates, and I look 
forward to learning the number of job starts resulting from the expo. 

It was particularly heartening to note that attendees from such a diverse range of cultural and linguistic 
backgrounds and age groups took advantage of the expo. Based on the feedback already received from those 
involved, I am confident that these opportunities for employers and job seekers to network will continue to grow 
in popularity. These initiatives are very important, as many overseas-trained and professionally qualified 
members of culturally and linguistically diverse communities are currently either unemployed or 
underemployed, mainly due to English speaking and reading limitations. I believe most members would be 
aware of just how important finding employment is in assisting with settlement, especially for persons from non–
English speaking nations who arrive here as humanitarian entrants. 

Research commissioned by the Department of Immigration and Citizenship revealed that in 2009–10, the net 
economic impact of newly arrived migrants to Australia’s economy was $880 million. Economic modelling also 
commissioned by the department predicts that this will rise to at least $1 billion over 10 years. I congratulate the 
organisers of this initiative. 

BELDON PRIMARY SCHOOL — BUILDING THE EDUCATION REVOLUTION PROJECT 

Grievance 

MR A.P. O’GORMAN (Joondalup) [9.15 am]: My grievance this morning is to the Minister for Education. I 
raise an issue with regard to Beldon Primary School’s Building the Education Revolution building program and 
its undercover area upgrade. I will quote from a letter that was written to Toni Tonkin on 22 September on behalf 
of the students and P&C of Beldon Primary School. It reads — 

Dear Toni 

I am writing to you on behalf of the students and P&C of Beldon Primary School. You will be aware 
that the Principal of Beldon Primary, Mary Blechynden, has repeatedly expressed her concerns 
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regarding the status of the BER Building Program with regards to the undercover area. We, as a school 
community, are disappointed that those concerns are not being addressed. 

The original scope of works for the undercover area included a ceiling and roller doors to replace the 
current roller doors which were in such a bad state that it was no longer a viable option to continue 
repairing them. The intention for the area was to be able to make it conducive to carrying out activities 
where light could be regulated and the elements kept out. The undercover area is designed so that in 
summer the sun streams in and in winter the rain. It is the only suitable area for assemblies and 
performances. Unfortunately the ceiling was too expensive and so was knocked back. Ms Blechynden 
agreed on alternative options with the architect including that the roller doors be operated by an electric 
mechanism. This would enable the doors to be opened and closed easily and silently as required during 
assemblies and or performances. 

Contrary to the discussions with the architect, the roller doors which have been fitted are not electric 
and cannot be used in the capacity for which they were intended. The locking mechanism is difficult to 
operate and situated very high making it awkward for many potential users. We have several issues, as 
follows, regarding the way in which this matter has been dealt with: 

1. The only time the scope of works was shown to Ms Blechynden was in the initial 
planning stages two years ago. All other discussions have been of a verbal nature 
only. Based on the discussions Ms Blechynden had with the architect, she expected 
that Beldon Primary would get electric roller doors. 

2. The decision that we were not to get the electric roller doors was never communicated 
to Ms Blechynden. Only after Ms Blechynden queried the installation of non-electric 
roller doors was she advised that the electric doors had been knocked back. 

3. Ms Blechynden has since been advised that there is no more money. We find it 
difficult to believe that what has been completed to date can possibly amount to the 
$150,000 allocated to the undercover area. We certainly hope that the errors which 
have occurred to date have not been funded with this money. 

The P&C would like a breakdown of the costings and what has been spent to date on the undercover 
area upgrade. This can be forwarded to the school for the attention of the P&C. All we are asking in 
order to finalise this matter is to have electric roller doors fitted, and, as has been done at Eddystone 
primary School. We understand that we have been fortunate in other areas of the Building Program but 
do not believe that this should preclude us from expecting the undercover area to be completed as was 
expected. Our children are being disadvantaged in the current situation and we intend to see this 
through to a satisfactory conclusion. 

That is signed by Rennaye Bonolo, on behalf of the Beldon Primary School P&C. 

As the minister can see, the school’s community is very active; they like to get value for money and they like to 
get what they were told they were getting. This is a school in the northern suburbs, in my electorate, that has 
done very well with inclusion; it received awards last year for inclusion of young Indigenous people in its 
programs, and it is a very progressive school. This is a great school that has had some unfortunate occurrences in 
the past. It has been burnt down on two occasions and has been rebuilt. On both those occasions the school 
managed to recover and maintain—in fact, increase—its enrolments. 

I have another BER funding issue; I know that I did not give the minister notice of this, but I ask her to take it on 
board as well. It is about the Heathridge Primary School. It is education department policy that a school is able to 
be locked down in an emergency; that means students and teachers need to be able to lock themselves in a 
classroom in the case of an emergency. The school had a block of classrooms, with two access doors, built with 
BER funding; however, neither door can be locked from the inside. Earlier in the year, the school had to go into 
lockdown while Department for Child Protection staff forcibly removed children from a family. It had been 
expected that the parents would react adversely, and they did. This issue has been raised with both the architect 
and the builder, but they consider the works to have been completed and have told the school that it will need to 
pay should it wish to have the locks replaced. 

Dr E. Constable: I am sorry, what was that last bit? They were told—what? 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: The school has been told that it will need to pay should it wish to have the locks 
replaced. 

The final issue that I wish to raise—I am aware that I have not given the minister notice of this matter—is about 
Joondalup Primary School. It had seven extra classrooms built and that was great. But the school is still waiting 
for final maintenance to be completed and for the school oval to be returned to the state it was in prior to the 
commencement of construction. Work vehicles and trucks used the oval during the construction phase. The oval 
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was also dug up for cabling et cetera and is now not in a very good state. The school has contacted the architect, 
which liaises with the builder, John Holland, and told the architect that the school is not happy with the state the 
oval was left in. To date, the school has heard nothing. Russell Hahn, the school principal, is considering fixing 
the oval and, once the works are completed, following up the matter of compensation with the builder. The 
school receives no notice when workmen will attend the school site and the workmen just roll in and roll out. It 
is just one of those unfortunate things.  

I know that there are always teething problems with building programs, but the oval is vital to the school. It is 
vital for health and fitness to get the students out on the oval, but that cannot be done if great holes have been 
dug in the oval and it has not been put back to a standard. I ask the minister to address these issues and to let us 
know whether they can be fixed in the near future. 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.21 am]: I thank the member for Joondalup 
for the information that he has presented this morning. 

I will quickly deal with the last two issues first. I will seek some information about the issue of the locking doors 
today and get back to the member about that. I agree totally with the member that someone needs to go out to 
look at the Joondalup Primary School oval. Obviously it needs to be safe for and useable by students. I will have 
both those matters looked at and will get back to the member on them. 

With regard to Beldon Primary School, I would like to provide members with a little of the history of the 
Building the Education Revolution program at that school. Beldon Primary School and Beldon Education 
Support Centre are co-located and quite sensibly amalgamated their BER funds, as the member spoke about, for 
reasons of inclusion and because it is, in a sense, one campus. That was a very sensible decision. 

However, the original BER funding entitlement was $250 000 for the ed support centre and $2 million for the 
primary school. The original submissions, for which funding was approved, were for $300 000 for the ed support 
centre and $1.4 million for the school. The application was looked at again and the department put in a 
successful bid to combine the applications and the final application, a three-classroom early childhood facility, 
the upgrading of the covered assembly area and a two-room multipurpose block that both schools could use was 
for a combined total of $2.3 million, which was slightly above the original allocation. 

I understand that the upgrade to the covered assembly area included a sound system, lighting and a digital 
projector—items that, I should mention, are not always included in undercover areas. The early childhood block 
was completed early this year. The multipurpose classroom construction commenced in July 2010 and was 
completed in February, so from the beginning of the year, the school had access to those facilities. The final 
works for the covered assembly area were completed in June. I understand that the school accepted that the 
building was practically complete as of those dates and that a 12-month defect period for the buildings was put in 
place. The buildings are now all being used, although with this one problem. 

An issue that has been brought to my attention is that, although the final combined funding allocation was for 
$2.3 million, in fact $2.6 million has been spent on the school. I imagine, given the careful BER program 
processes put in place, that savings were found and the extra money was spent at the two schools. I am told this 
morning that that included a request for playground equipment, a replacement shade shelter and garrison fencing. 
I understand the final total could be higher than $2.6 million because Building Management and Works costs 
have not yet been finalised. 

The department and the school have worked together to accommodate as many as possible of the additional 
requests that came in—and there were additional requests. In a sense, the school has done well and has received 
a great number of extra items for its BER funding. 

The original design for the covered assembly areas included mechanically assisted doors—that is, the new doors 
are mechanically assisted in the same way the old doors were. Is that correct? Some schools have automatic 
doors and some, I suspect because of the cost factor, do not. No matter what the architect has said—architects 
often say things to schools that do not fit within the cost parameters; that is not unusual—I can understand why 
the school wanted the automatic doors. The school continues to have an issue because although an architect can 
say that it can be done, when the department looks at the costings, the two do not fit together. 

All BER program funds have been expended. I think it would be a good idea if I go out to the school with the 
member to talk to the people at the school. It will be very difficult to visit the school before the end of this year, 
but perhaps I can go out with the member at the very beginning of next year to see for myself what can be done 
and we can take it from there. I understand why the school is not happy with this, but I can confirm that in a 
sense the school has done well because it has received more than its original allocation and many of the extra 
items it requested. If the member is happy, I will go out to the school and, in the meantime, I will get the 
information about Joondalup and Heathridge schools for him. 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: Thank you. 
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GREENWOOD SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

Grievance 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [9.26 am]: My grievance is also to the Minister for Education. I raise this 
issue today because it is of great concern to the residents of Greenwood, the staff at Greenwood Senior High 
School and, most importantly, the students who attend or who are contemplating attending the school. I 
acknowledge and thank the minister for her previous visits to Greenwood Senior High School during which she 
has toured the school buildings and seen how well the school has managed to overcome the fairly negative 
environment that the school buildings and internal fittings create. I also know that the minister recognises the 
superb location of the school and its closeness to the local primary school. Greenwood Senior High School was 
built in 1975 and the first students arrived in 1976, although some of the school buildings were still being 
completed in 1976. However, that is 36 years ago now. I must say that it is a credit to the school that it is still 
housed in the original buildings and using the original facilities contained in those buildings.  

Greenwood Senior High School has an excellent intensive English centre and these students are a wonderful 
addition to the school—adding vibrancy to the student population and to the school community. The school is 
doing a remarkable job—a great job—in the quality of the academic programs and the additional programs 
offered in the school. It is working very hard to overcome the negative perception of some of the facilities. I 
point out that the science room desks are the original desks. I am not sure whether members can recall what their 
science desks were like when they were at school, but these are pretty marked and chipped. Members can 
imagine the amount of chewing gum that has probably been left underneath them. In the home economics area, 
the desks and the cupboards are the same as they were when first built. They are a very unusual orange colour. 
Those members who bought Tupperware at that time will know the colour. However, as the minister has seen, 
the desks and cupboards are very chipped and marked and the cupboard doors tend to fall off. Of more concern 
is that they are, basically, quite dirty and no longer meet the standards of health and suitability for students to, I 
would say, learn effectively in that environment. I am raising this matter today—I know the minister has seen 
those facilities—because a report was recently written by an occupational health and safety consultant from the 
Department of Education, who inspected the cupboards and also the science blocks. According to my notes, her 
report states — 

Students use these benches to prepare food for their own consumption, and consumption by staff 
members where students provide catering for morning teas, lunches or events.  

Where laminex is caught or chipped away—food is caught and is difficult to remove and clean. I 
understand that hospitality is a growing area in the school and maintaining high standards of food 
hygiene is essential—to ensure food safety and to teach students about correct food handling standards.  

Standard 3.2.3—Food premise and Equipment (part of the Food Standards Code) outlines that food 
business fixtures, fittings and equipment must be: 

• Easy to clean and, if necessary, sanitise 

• Made of material that does not contaminate food 

• Maintained in a good state of repair and working order having regard to their use 

The standard also states that food handlers should not handle surfaces that are likely to contaminate 
food, should they come into contact with the food.  

I recommend the replacement of the damaged bench tops and the cupboard doors.  

When the school followed this up they were told that there was no additional financial support to do this work. 
They do not want to stop providing these courses for the students. As I said, the demand for these subjects in the 
school is growing. 

The premise of my grievance today is to ask the minister if there is some way that these repairs can be 
undertaken for the 2012 school year. I would like to add that the school is very grateful that it has received some 
maintenance support for a number of areas over the year, including: a new school fence, which will save the 
school and the education department a lot of money by reducing expenditure for repairs; the upgraded 
reticulation for the oval; the power upgrade for information technology, which was necessary so that they could 
use the computer systems effectively; the extraction system for the design and technology area, which was also 
an occupational health and safety requirement; and the school is looking forward to air conditioning being 
installed in the school this financial year.  

I know that the minister is also aware that the school surveys students, parents and the community on an annual 
basis. That survey report has come in again for this year. Unfortunately, the state of the school facilities featured 
again as one of the most prominent negatives and one that really affects the administration of the school. It can 
be seen as a deterrent for parents who are considering sending their sons and daughters to the school, even 
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though what occurs in the school is of a very high standard. It is not something that the school is proud of. Once 
again the school is seeking the minister’s support for these urgent repairs to be made. I thank the minister for 
taking this grievance.  

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.32 am]: I thank the member for Kingsley 
for raising this matter with me and for giving me some notice of it so that I could look into it for her. I have 
visited Greenwood Senior High School twice since I have been minister. It is an excellent school with excellent 
staff. The school is similar to many of our older high schools. This is an issue that I have been applying my mind 
to. Quite a large number of schools were built before 1980. The designs prior to 1980 certainly leave a lot to be 
desired in many ways. We have to look at some way to improve those old schools. It is always of interest to me 
to think about some of the very old schools such as West Leederville Primary School in my electorate, which has 
a building that is over 110 years old that is still standing; it is still very useable. If we look at the designs of 
schools built in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s and the building materials that were used in many of those 
structures, we can see that we now have to pay the price to see what we can do to improve those schools. 
Greenwood definitely falls into that category, as the member has outlined.  

In the past two to three years we have seen an enormous improvement in our primary schools because of the 
capital works funded through the state budget and also through the Building the Education Revolution program 
that was so well handled by the Department of Education. There is work to be done. Before I address the final 
issue raised by the member, I would like to give some idea of the work that has been done at Greenwood, an 
older high school. More than $1.1 million has been spent maintaining and upgrading the school over the past two 
and a half years. This included work on the perimeter fence, which the member for Kingsley mentioned, at a cost 
of $122 000; and a power upgrade at $104 000, with modern equipment and information and communications 
technology. Many of the older schools have had to have those power upgrades so that students and teachers can 
access modern equipment. Repairs to the swimming pool and the pool fence cost $78 000; $50 000 was spent 
reticulating the school ovals; $529 000 on repairs and minor works; and $45 000 on routine maintenance. A lot 
of money has been spent, as from time to time we need to spend money on schools. An audit of the school roof 
will be undertaken this month. Again, school roofs are major things that we continually have to look at. I 
understand that $170 000 is being spent on removing concrete cancer over the Christmas holidays. This is a very 
good example of the sort of work that needs to be done in an older high school. In addition, the member will be 
pleased to know that the school will be air cooled under the state-funded air-cooling program during the first 
financial year of the project, which is this year. Improvements are happening that I am sure will be welcomed by 
the staff, the parents and citizens association and the students. Other programs have benefited the school as well 
in the past few years but I will not go into those details.  

I am pleased that the member has drawn my attention to and identified the issues in home economics. I 
remember walking through that area with her. I have been made aware of the report of the occupational safety 
and health consultant. I can confirm that I have seen a copy of that report. The fact that damaged benchtops and 
cupboard doors continue to exist is not on. The department has seen that report. I am sure everyone would like to 
see a total upgrade of that area. That is not possible at the moment. I think the member and the school 
community will be very pleased to know that the damaged benchtops and the cupboard doors at Greenwood 
Senior High School have been looked at since that report by the department. The department has authorised 
Building Management and Works to replace the damaged benchtops and the cupboard doors of the home 
economics room. It is anticipated that the work will be completed early in term one next year.  

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING — RENT ASSISTANCE 

Grievance 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [9.37 am]: Before I commence my grievance, I would like to announce to the 
house the safe arrival of Eden May Montgomery, my third grandchild. Congratulations to Kristy, Matthew and 
Mason on this wonderful achievement.  

The SPEAKER: That is certainly not a grievance, member. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: No, it is not a grievance; it is a precious joy. 

My grievance is to the Minister for Housing. Last year Ms Cathie Denehy came to see me because she was so 
frustrated by the problems that had been caused when the Department of Housing assisted in placing a tenant 
into her Albany investment property. It all started on 27 July 2010 when the tenant signed a 12-month, fixed-
term tenancy. This fixed-term lease was from 11 August 2010 to 9 August 2011. On 10 August 2010 Cathie 
received a cheque for $1 080 in bond assistance and $560 for the first two weeks’ rent assistance from the 
Department of Housing on behalf of the tenant. On the following day the tenant received the keys to Cathie’s 
property and moved in. Cathie was happy with this because she had every reason to believe that the tenant would 
abide by the fixed-term lease and would not be a risk of any kind as the Department of Housing had assisted the 
tenant into the tenancy. 
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The good feeling ended six days later on 17 August 2010 when Cathie received a phone call from the tenant that 
night saying she had been offered a Department of Housing home and wanted to move out. Cathie explained that 
she had signed a 12-month fixed-term lease and that if she broke the lease, she would be liable to rent and 
maintenance expenses on the property until she found a new tenant or the original tenancy period expired. 
Nothing more was heard from the tenant until Cathie received a letter on 8 September giving 21 days’ notice of 
vacating, which is correct procedure for a periodic tenancy, not a fixed-term tenancy. It turned out that the tenant 
had vacated the house on 4 September. Cathie was then unable to set foot on the property, or advertise for a new 
tenant, until the current lease had been terminated by the local Magistrates Court. This finally happened on 9 
December 2010, and the court action ended on 11 September this year, with the tenant being ordered to pay off 
the $3 500 that she owes Ms Denehy at the rate of $20 a fortnight. 

Upon making inquiries with the Department of Housing in Albany when the tenant vacated the property, Ms 
Denehy was told that the department had no obligation to her. In the letter to Cathie dated 13 October 2010, the 
then Minister for Housing, Hon Bill Marmion, stated — 

When an offer of accommodation is made to a client, it is their decision whether they choose to accept 
or decline that offer. It is a valid reason to decline an offer of assistance if a client has an existing lease. 
A number of clients rent in the private sector while awaiting assistance from the Department. 

As you are aware, Ms Calton was offered housing assistance in August this year that she subsequently 
accepted. It was Ms Calton’s choice to accept that offer knowing that she had entered into a tenancy 
agreement with you. 

Six days into a 12-month, fixed-term lease the tenant accepted an offer of housing from the department. This 
debacle has cost Ms Denehy $3 500 in lost rent and associated costs, and a protracted court action with the tenant 
to get the lease terminated, to get the keys to the property returned and to get a repayment order for the amount 
owing. 

Minister, this is not the first time that a situation like this has occurred. Several property managers in Albany 
have said they have had similar experiences and as a result are now reluctant to lease a property to anyone who 
has received assistance from the Department of Housing and who then may take up an offer of housing from the 
department. Can the minister please put in place some checks and balances to ensure that what happened to Ms 
Denehy will not happen again? Surely a system can be put in place to ensure that a person who has been assisted 
into a private rental, and who is deemed suitable as a tenant and is capable of meeting their obligations, is not 
able, as in this circumstance, to enter into a fixed-term lease. We all understand the need and the demand for 
social housing, because private sector rental is often unaffordable for many in our community. But, by the same 
token, some protection must be given to property owners who take on departmental clients as tenants. Minister, I 
hope you can make sure that what happened to Ms Cathie Denehy will not happen to anyone else.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Housing) [9.42 am]: I thank the member for Albany for his 
grievance. This is a complicated area. Often in this place I am defending the fact that the Department of Housing 
cannot provide enough places for people on the waiting list. In this case, clearly a person on the waiting list has 
been provided with a property almost in the same week that they have signed a tenancy agreement. I think that is 
a valid issue, and I am happy to look at the circumstances around that. I am not sure of the extent to which we 
can assist the member for Albany’s constituent. But I give a commitment that I will have a look at that.  

The reason this is complicated—the former Minister for Housing’s letter to the member is technically correct—is 
that the relationship is between the member’s constituent, the investor, and the tenant, who effectively is a 
private tenant. The government is not really a party to that relationship, although the government does assist 
through the provision of the bond payment and the payment of the first two weeks of rent. 

Last year, the department provided nearly 11 500 bond assistance packages around the state. That is a pretty 
normal number in any one year. It is something that we use a lot. The point that does concern me—I think the 
member raised it earlier—is that we have a circumstance here where the offer was made while the ink was 
literally still wet on the cheque that provided the bond assistance. One might have thought that would have rung 
an alarm bell somewhere in the system to say, “We have just given this person bond assistance to move into a 
private rental, and a week later we are offering the person a house.” There may be an issue there. I am happy to 
understand what we can do around that. In relation to this particular case, I am not sure what the answer is, but 
we will certainly have a look at that.   

Mr P.B. Watson: Could something be put in so that when they do get their bond assistance, they do not sign up 
for a fixed-term tenancy? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The member did make the point that there is a distinction between a fixed-term and a 
periodic tenancy. I will get the department to look at that. I am not sure as to the practicalities of that. The 
member is right. On the balance of probabilities, if a person gets bond assistance, there is a chance that the 
person will be still on the waiting list somewhere. I have to say that my first preference is that we assist people to 
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maintain sustainable private tenancies. Clearly the issue the member has raised, where there was literally a week 
between the tenant taking up the private tenancy and getting the opportunity to move into a Department of 
Housing property, will create all sorts of problems, and we need to look at putting some procedures in place to 
make sure we pick that up. What other steps we can take to help manage people who move into a Department of 
Housing property out of a private rental is probably something that we need to look at as well. But specifically, 
as it relates to the member’s constituent, I will have a look at how the department engaged with her. I think those 
are quite unique circumstances. As I have said, the department makes about 11 500 private rental and bond loans 
in a year. I cannot imagine that it would happen very often that a departmental house would become available so 
quickly after a private tenancy has been sourced. But we will certainly have a look at this particular case. I am 
very keen to understand the breakdown, as the member has pointed out, between periodic and fixed-term 
tenancies that sit off the back of the rental and bond loans that we make. I am not sure of the extent to which we 
can prevent people from entering into fixed-term tenancies, but we certainly need to highlight people’s 
obligations under them. Signing a one-year tenancy agreement and moving out a week later, in my view puts the 
private investor in a very awkward situation.  

As the member rightly pointed out, and as we debated recently around residential tenancies, if a private investor 
is having problems with their tenant, the laws can be very frustrating. I think that is what the member’s 
constituent would have found. Having to go to court to get the tenancy terminated, having to go to court to get 
the keys back, and then having to go to court to get the rental moneys repaid, which at $20 a fortnight, or about 
$450 or $500 a year, is going to take a long time — 

Mr P.B. Watson: And she has stopped paying anyway, so Ms Denehy is getting nothing back.   

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: We will have a look at that particular issue.  

I do not have a silver bullet answer. It is a complicated area. In relation to the issue the member has raised, 
though, what causes me some concern is the short time between when the bond assistance was provided and 
when the departmental house was provided. I do not think that is acceptable, to be honest. It does put the private 
landlord in a very awkward situation. So, I will have a look at the policies around that. But, also, I will get the 
department to revisit this particular situation to see whether we have any room to address some of the concerns 
that the member’s constituent has raised. 

BRUNSWICK RIVER COTTAGES INC  

Grievance 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray–Wellington — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.47 am]: My grievance is to the 
Minister for Housing also, and it relates to an issue that has developed over a period of time in my electorate, 
specifically in Brunswick Junction, a wonderful town that I used to live in. 

The situation is that there is a group called Brunswick River Cottages Inc. It is constituted by a number of 
volunteers in the local area who operate, in conjunction with the Shire of Harvey, eight units that were built a 
few years ago on land owned by the Harvey shire at lot 151 Clifton Road, Harvey. Back then, there was a 
partnership between Homeswest and Harvey shire, and the management of Brunswick River Cottages, to create 
some joint venture housing on these blocks to provide accommodation for over-55s. That has been very 
successful. Further to that great success, Brunswick River Cottages has been seeking to increase the capacity of 
lot 151.  

Adjacent to lot 151 is lot 500. Lot 500 was previously owned by the Shine family. However, in the 1950s or 
1960s, the land was taken by the Department of Education for the purpose of providing a floodway drainage 
reserve for the nearby Brunswick Primary School. However, that land is now no longer required as a drainage 
easement for the school, because of the improved drainage at the school, so that land that is adjacent to lot 151 is 
virtually unused. There are two issues here. One is in relation to the lot 151 expansion, and the other is in 
relation to lot 500, which is vested in the state but I understand comes under the control of the Department of 
Education.  

Back in February this year I was approached at a meeting by the good people of Brunswick River Cottages Inc, 
including Mr John Clifton who is the president, and councillors and representatives from the Shire of Harvey. 
They explained to me the problems they had encountered trying to engage with various government departments 
to promote the notion of increasing the number of housing units available on these parcels of land. One of the 
problems that has been encountered is that when the then Homeswest engaged with the Harvey shire to build 
these eight units, a caveat was placed upon the land of lot 151 Clifton Road to protect the interests of 
Homeswest, and that is understandable and appropriate. However, now the Brunswick River group would like to 
expand on that option and unfortunately it has come up against the problem of the caveat on the land. It has 
therefore asked that I write to the minister to see whether a spatial caveat could be renegotiated in respect of 
lot 151 so that the increased number of much-needed over-55s retirement-type units can be built.  
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It is a vision that the Brunswick River Cottages Inc has and it sees this as potentially a great benefit to the town. I 
am sure the minister will agree that it is a great community-spirited project and that it will assist the state in 
many respects, particularly in providing additional housing for local people. In particular the Brunswick group is 
trying to ensure that the number of people who have worked for many years locally in the community remain 
there. As they advance in their years, they can stay as part of that very important local community. To do so, 
they require the type of housing sought by the Brunswick group.  

I wrote to the Minister for Education, Hon Elizabeth Constable, in February about lot 500, and she said that she 
would take up the matter with the Minister for Housing. She wrote back to me stating that that is what would 
occur, and virtually said that, obviously, it is up to the Department of Housing and the Minister for Lands 
whether the land can be transferred so that it can be conglomerated into a larger parcel of land that could yield a 
fairly tidy number of units that will inevitably be built.  

I wrote to the Minister for Housing in May and I have subsequently corresponded again with his office about 
this. At this time, other than some discussion we have been able to have in the corridors of this place, I am a bit 
nonplussed about what is occurring. In attempts to try to establish what stage it is at, I contacted the Minister for 
Housing’s ministerial office, and was led to understand that a decision was required from the State Solicitor’s 
Office. At this time, that is about as much as I am aware of. Unbeknown to me, on 20 October the good people 
of Brunswick were able to arrange a meeting with the Minister for Housing here at Parliament House, through 
the efforts of Hon Barry House, which meeting I am aware now was well received. In fact, the good people of 
Brunswick and the Harvey shire were very thankful for the opportunity to speak to the minister about the issue. 
But that was two months ago, and, as I have mentioned, this vision of Brunswick River Cottages has been held 
for some years. My involvement has been a bit short of a year, and at this stage we are unable to report any 
advancement on what might be the options for how we go about developing this much-needed land. The other 
option obviously for Brunswick River Cottages or the Harvey shire would be to hand over the entire land to the 
Department of Housing for it to manage, but I am sure the minister’s department has plenty on its plate as it is, 
and would not like to see set aside the very good people who have become involved in this local community 
project. I think the minister will find that Brunswick River Cottages is very good at managing that situation, as 
has been demonstrated over a number of years.  

Minister, I seek on behalf of my constituents an update on the situation to see where we might be able to 
progress this issue.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Housing) [9.54 am]: I am pleased to advise the house that, as the 
member indicated, I met a number of representatives from the Shire of Harvey with the President of the upper 
House in his somewhat palatial chambers, where we enjoyed morning tea. The people I met were Mr John 
Clifton and, I think, Les Robinson, as well as Peter Monagle and Paul Beech. We discussed the issues the 
member highlighted. They shared with me and Hon Barry House their aspirations for this particular 
development. As the member for Murray–Wellington pointed out, lot 151 currently contains, I think, eight two-
bedroom units for seniors that were completed in 2007 at a cost of $1.3 million. The local community is keen to 
expand that. One of the major issues is that the department has a caveat over the totality of the lot. The lot is 
much bigger than the footprint of the eight units. The Brunswick group wants to expand that without the 
department’s involvement, which is fine, but it is currently inhibited due to the nature of the caveat. The 
department’s legal advice is that the best option is to subdivide the eight units and for the department to reduce 
its caveat over those eight units. As was put to me at the meeting arranged by Hon Barry House with the people 
of Brunswick, the problem for the Brunswick community is that it will be very expensive and that they would 
have to bear that cost. Their alternative option is to establish what is referred to as a spatial caveat. In other 
words, the Department of Housing’s interest in the caveat shrinks to the footprint of the eight units. That would 
enable the developers to use the balance of the property to attract some funding. I think they want to develop a 
further 15 units in a staged construction. It is a great local project and a really good example of how the 
department can work with local communities.  

Having had the meeting, which was held, as I said, on 20 October, I have subsequently written a letter to the 
chief executive officer of the Shire of Harvey, which I think went a week or two ago. There was a delay of a few 
weeks after that meeting. Obviously, I had to line up a few ducks in the department to make sure they were 
supportive of the Brunswick community’s objectives, and, of course, they are. That letter advises the shire that 
the department will indeed proceed in working with them to establish the spatial caveat, which is what they 
asked for. I gave a commitment at the meeting that Hon Barry House organised that we would do that. I have 
now corresponded with the shire confirming that is what we will do. There are a couple of what I consider to be 
some minor matters over some easements and a couple of other things that we need to fix, but I anticipate that 
they will be minor in nature. The broad principle has been agreed to and I indicated to the people at the meeting 
with Hon Barry House that if any issue needs to be resolved, they are more than welcome to contact Kay 
Hammer in my office, who I am pretty sure they have been in touch with. As I understand it, that issue has been 
effectively resolved in line with the issues of Brunswick River Cottages and the community. I am hopeful that 
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can proceed in a timely way, and I do not see any inhibitor to that. As I said, member, that information was 
provided a week or two ago by way of correspondence to Mr Parker, the CEO of the shire, a copy of which I will 
leave with the member. 

In relation to the matter concerning the drainage reserve, which I think sits at the western end of the block, if my 
memory serves me correctly, the community is very keen to obtain access to the drainage easement so that it can 
be incorporated into the lot in question, 151 Clifton Road, and that will give flexible accommodation options 
moving forward. I gave an undertaking at that meeting that I would follow it up with the Minister for Education, 
which I have done, and we will continue to work through that particular process.  

I am pleased to have had the opportunity to meet with the people of Brunswick River Cottages. We spent some 
time reminiscing over my couple of visits there as a football player for the mighty Busselton Magpies. I inquired 
as to the poor quality of the visitors’ change room facilities, which comprised basically a hosepipe that hung out 
of the roof offering only a dribble of water on a cold south west day for someone like me who needed a bit of 
work by the team physio after the game! Of course that was offset, as I pointed out, by the magnificent lunches 
provided by the parents of the players of the Harvey Brunswick Football Club colts, as they were called in 1983. 
We would work up a sweat down at full-back. It was a pretty good team back in those days.  

Notwithstanding that, we had a good discussion around the issues, and I am confident that they have been 
resolved. I am very open to continuing to work with the shire, should it have other issues with the department. 
But the application of the spatial caveat, in my view, is entirely appropriate, and it addresses the two concerns, 
the first of which was to free up the balance of the block while not incurring the costs, and time delays that 
would accompany a subdivision. That is not to say that at some stage down the track, for a whole range of 
reasons we probably do not know about yet, we cannot consider a subdivision, but we certainly do not need to do 
that now. I wish Brunswick River Cottages well as they go off and engage in the expansion project. Clearly, as in 
a lot of regional communities, it is important that we retain accommodation options for everybody in the town, 
and those accommodation options are not always a traditional house. It is important to maintain vibrant, 
comprehensive communities that allow everybody to stay in them. Brunswick will, I think, benefit for a long 
time from the good work of the people involved over many, many years in Brunswick River Cottages. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 

Fourteenth Report — “Review of Selected Western Australian Infrastructure Projects”— Tabling 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta) [10.01 am]: I present for tabling the fourteenth report of the Public Accounts 
Committee, entitled “Review of Selected Western Australian Infrastructure Projects”. 

[See papers 4327 and 4328.] 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The Public Accounts Committee has the role of considering whether the objectives of 
public expenditure are being achieved or may be achieved more economically. Western Australia is a rapidly 
growing state, facing huge infrastructure demands to sustain that growth and meet the needs of a growing 
population. It will not be possible to fund all the good projects required, or desired, with the limited financial 
resources available to the state. Decision-making processes must be in place to ensure that each dollar spent on 
infrastructure projects delivers the required outcomes as efficiently as possible. If we fail to follow these 
principles, lower priority and less effective projects will be funded, while projects of greater benefit to the people 
of Western Australia will not proceed due to lack of funds. Over several years, state governments have 
developed a suite of policies and procedures for assessing such projects involving significant expenditure. This is 
entitled the strategic asset management framework—more commonly referred to as SAMF. The application of 
the SAMF, or at least adherence to SAMF principles, ensures that there is a clear understanding of what is to be 
achieved by the project, that the project will deliver the intended outcomes, and that it will deliver real value for 
money compared with alternative solutions.  

The Public Accounts Committee completed a major report examining the planning and delivery of infrastructure 
projects in 2010, and has begun following up on a number of projects to assess the degree to which the SAMF is 
being applied, and the benefits being derived from it. This report presents, without findings or recommendations, 
our observations in relation to four major infrastructure projects in Western Australia—namely, Collgar Wind 
Farm, the Ord–East Kimberley expansion project, Perth City Link, and the Perth Waterfront redevelopment. 
Some of these projects have a clearer definition of what is to be achieved than others. It is possibly too early in 
these projects to have the necessary data to determine how well they are being delivered and meeting their 
intended outcomes. Of course, when the expected outcomes are poorly defined, it is difficult to have an 
unambiguous, objective assessment of the degree to which the required outcomes are being achieved. With three 
of these projects being driven by loosely defined social outcomes, it is near impossible to objectively assess 
whether the state is getting value for money. An assessment of the value of these projects will be a largely 
subjective judgement, based on the value an individual places on the outcomes.  



10360 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 1 December 2011] 

 

I appreciate the contribution made by all members of the committee to the work that went into producing this 
report. As I indicated, we did not believe that it was appropriate at this stage to have recommendations or 
findings. A minority report is attached; I regret that although our drafts were available some weeks ago, there 
was difficulty getting members together to consider them, and therefore we were not able to actually nut out 
matters that might have been agreed. The two Liberal Party members thought it appropriate that they put their 
view in a minority report. I regret that that has been rushed, as anyone reading it will see. I am sure the members 
themselves would have liked more time to polish it up a bit. The committee is most thankful to its two principal 
research officers who worked on the report—namely, Dr Loraine Abernethie and Mr Mathew Bates—and our 
research officer, Mr Foreman Foto, for their commitment and professional support to the committee.  

I would like to use the remaining time to give my personal views on these projects and what became evident to 
the committee as it looked into them, and I would like to start with Collgar Wind Farm. Because that is a project 
that the private sector is providing to a government trading enterprise, it does not have to comply with SAMF, 
but I think what we saw of how that project was developed and decisions made, it really was following through 
on the SAMF principles. That is, there was a clear need for Synergy to be able to buy green energy. It needs that 
renewable energy to meet commonwealth targets; if it does not meet those commonwealth targets, there are 
financial penalties. It knows that it has to have the required amount of renewable energy. It is also selling green 
power to its customers, and it needs renewable energy to meet its commitment there. It clearly has a target. It has 
a procurement process whereby it goes to the market and looks at who can provide that renewable power, and it 
assesses the value for money for the particular project. So, when a clear product such as electricity is being 
purchased and a procurement process is laid out, that fits very clearly with the SAMF principles of ensuring that 
there is value for money. Of course, it is a big project and Synergy is expecting to pay something like 
$1.5 billion for energy from that wind farm over its 15-year life. There will always be risks, and it seems that a 
fair bit of the risk has transferred to the developers of the wind farm, which is certainly in the state’s interests.  

There are also risks to the state. Should there be shifts in the market, Synergy really is locked into buying that 
renewable energy—as much as the wind can generate—for the 15-year life. It really is a take-or-pay-type 
contract; I suppose we cannot do any better than that in that marketplace, so it is not a criticism, but it puts a 
liability on the state. When this first appeared in the budget papers, it was defined as a finance lease. The advice 
from accounting firms was that it could be seen as an operating lease, and the budget papers showed that 
$500 million was taken out of what would have been net state debt. I accept that that was the correct treatment, 
but it certainly reduces the debt because of that redefinition of a $1.5 billion commitment that has to be paid 
from a finance lease to an operating lease.  

The next project I would like to comment on is the Ord–East Kimberley expansion project. The Kimberley in the 
north of Western Australia is a wonderful place. It has a small population, but those people are very creative, 
particularly in the Kununurra area and the people involved in agriculture there, and they have been very 
adaptive. They have had to make big moves in the market and in the costs of their production, and I certainly 
have great admiration for the way they have been able to survive and sometimes prosper in agriculture in the 
irrigation area of the Ord River. The expansion project consists of two separately funded elements—the 
$220 million expansion of the Ord River irrigation area to include 7 700 hectares of new agricultural land in the 
Ord River valley; and a package of social infrastructure developments in the Kimberley totalling $195 million. 
The state is responsible for the expansion of the irrigation area and the $220 million; the commonwealth is 
funding the $195 million of social infrastructure.  

This project was not decided upon by using strategic asset management framework principles, but, as the Public 
Accounts Committee stated in an earlier report, there are times when governments need to make political 
decisions, and all governments should do so when they see a project that they believe in and/or have made a 
political commitment to. However, the committee very strongly indicated in its earlier report that when a 
government makes those decisions or is required to fast-track a decision because a project is very important and 
necessary, the follow-up should involve as much of the SAMF process as possible to ensure that the government 
gets value for money and does not waste money.  

The Ord–East Kimberley expansion project was clearly a political decision, but when we looked to see how well 
it was defined and its economic analysis and business case, there was not a lot of evidence. We worked off the 
political statements made by both state and federal leaders about what this project would achieve, but there was 
no clear document that stated, “We’re going to spend $220 million to achieve this particular end”; there is no 
such statement. Statements were made about the viability of agriculture in the Ord. We were aware from 
economic reports done some years ago—namely, towards the end of the previous government’s term—that if the 
existing Ord irrigation area was not expanded, it was likely to decline. The major contributor to that economy is 
the Argyle diamond mine, and there had been some uncertainty about what would happen with that. It has now 
made a major commitment to expand and go underground, which, obviously, is important for the economy of 
that region. However, the economic case for the expansion of agriculture is not well made. We need to define 
whether it is about agricultural production and the economic base that we are putting in or about the social 
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outcomes we want. Members are very well aware of the huge Indigenous disadvantage in the East Kimberley. 
There are major social problems, and the $195 million from the commonwealth is directed at housing and a 
whole range of projects that provide support for the community to address that social disadvantage. Real issues 
of social disadvantage that need to be addressed are the low educational outcomes, very much shorter life 
expectancy, high suicide rate and alcohol problems. The state’s $220 million is also being sold as going to partly 
address that. With such ill-defined outcomes, it is difficult to measure what will be the real benefit of that 
$220 million. 

I will comment very briefly on agriculture. It is very complex and I am no expert, but the value of agricultural 
production in the Ord irrigation area has risen slightly in recent years. The most recent available figures—for 
2010—indicated that the total value of irrigated farm activity in the region was $122 million. This figure 
comprised estimates of $31 million for agriculture and an imputed value of $91 million for sandalwood. People 
are hopeful that sandalwood will have a very bright economic future. However, a very long period is required to 
produce any product that can be sold, so even though sandalwood has been trialled and grown in small amounts 
for some 20 years, there has been no harvest of sandalwood to date and therefore no economic return. Therefore, 
if we take the dollars that have flowed from direct produce, the most recent figures indicate that agriculture has 
produced $31 million and we are spending $220 million to expand that. Part of the problem, of course, is that the 
cost for agriculture in the Ord is quite high. Those costs go to the distance and the need to in some cases use 
large amounts of insecticides for pest control. Those sorts of costs have made it a real challenge for the farmers 
in that region. As I said earlier, I recognise the wonderful contribution those farmers have made and how 
adaptable and inventive they have been in developing new crops and getting their crops to market.  

The Ord expansion is very important to create economies of scale because the benefit to the community will be 
enhanced considerably if there is some processing. If we mill the sugar, cotton, rice or whatever it is, it will 
create jobs in the local community that will assist in getting employment for Indigenous people. As we know, 
Indigenous people have not been and still are not interested in being farmers in their own right. They have land 
that they will potentially lease to farmers, but there is no history of Indigenous people in the area wanting to be 
involved in agriculture. Therefore, the benefit to them will come from processing and value-adding industries 
from the primary production. To do that, we need economies of scale. From most of the figures we saw, when 
we take the 7 700 hectares of new agricultural land and add it to the land already there, it is doubtful whether we 
will get the hectares of plantings that will provide the economies of scale needed. Last year, 7 074 hectares were 
devoted to agriculture and 6 163 hectares were devoted to sandalwood. Every year a considerable amount of land 
is bought up for sandalwood. A more recent announcement made by the minister, since the work of the 
committee, indicates that other land going out to the Northern Territory border is being sold. If a developer who 
will take that land and put in the infrastructure came in, it would potentially solve that problem. The government 
is spending $220 million to extend the major channel to a size that allows that further expansion and that is very 
good, but that $220 million might end up producing land worth $40 million or $50 million because the current 
price of land indicates that there is not great demand for it. The land that will be opened up is not ready for 
agriculture; it is not serviced and it will need to be levelled. Therefore, whoever buys that land will also have to 
commit money to get it to a stage at which they can put it into production.  

The issue is that the economics for the commitment of the money are not clear. What is clear is the huge social 
disadvantage in the area. I put to the house that what is flowing from the $220 million is not a very great rate of 
return on how it will deal with Indigenous disadvantage. We saw no evidence of alternative projects being 
considered that would provide employment opportunities for local Indigenous people, so we cannot judge 
whether $220 million would have produced better results if it had been spent creating jobs in other ways, such as 
land management, housing construction for Indigenous people, maintenance of existing housing or human 
services. There are a lot of aged Indigenous people, so we need aged care. If the government had put that 
$220 million into training Indigenous people to do those jobs, that money would have achieved a substantial 
amount. But there has been no analysis, as SAMF would require, about whether extending irrigation is the best 
way to deliver the required services and opportunities to Indigenous people. State agencies and state-funded 
services in the area do not have clearly set aggressive targets for Indigenous employment. So if some of that 
$220 million had gone to say, “Look, we’re going to have 10 per cent of government employees in the area in 
five years being Indigenous”, that would have delivered quite substantial and measurable outcomes, but the 
measurable outcomes from this $220 million are not so clear.  

The Perth Waterfront is another project that was a political decision. It is a decision that on both sides of the 
house we supported, but when we look to the way it is being implemented, I think there is some basis for 
concern. There is this vague objective of connecting the city to the river; there was no business plan put out, and 
there was not any sort of cost–benefit analysis for what is to be achieved. Therefore, the state will put in some 
considerable amount—I am running out of time—and there will be private sector involvement if it comes in, and 
there is certainly huge benefit coming out of that project. It is still very difficult to see what the objectives of the 
Perth Waterfront redevelopment are supposed to be and how they will be measured. The real problem I see is if 
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it is not planned well—because there is commitment to say, “Yes, we need a project there”—and there is no 
engagement with the public. In a project as large and complex as this one, there is the opportunity to get it badly 
wrong. It is being managed by the Department of Planning, which does not have expertise in these projects, and 
management will be transferred to the East Perth Redevelopment Authority. But the department has started 
doing all the planning and engagement. If we suddenly find that there are huge traffic jams all through the city 
because there is too tight a restriction on traffic on the foreshore, it will have huge consequences for the effective 
functioning of the whole city. There has not been the openness and transparency to give people a real assurance 
that those things are being done.  

The last one I want to look at is the Perth City Link project. Again it was a political decision. When the Premier 
wrote to the commonwealth in October 2008 asking for money, he said the total cost was to be $263 million. 
That letter indicated that the sinking of the bus station was another project, but money for that was not asked for. 
The commitment was for $263 million to sink just the railway. Now the cost is some $740 million. Again, what 
are the outcomes? The connection to Northbridge is great, but the commonwealth, through Infrastructure 
Australia, said the business case was not adequate; it just did not stack up. What we have ended up with is 
$740 million or $750 million to sink 320 metres of suburban railway. That is well in excess of $2 million a metre 
to sink that bit of railway. We would all like the city to be connected to Northbridge. We can see the social 
advantages, but this project is not a transport project. The transport benefits that flow from it are marginal. 
Therefore, we are spending $750 million or more to connect to Northbridge without a clear indication of how we 
measure the outcomes. 

MR C.J. TALLENTIRE (Gosnells) [10.21 am]: I am very pleased to speak to the report of the Public Accounts 
Committee, “Review of Selected Western Australian Infrastructure Projects”. The wise expenditure of public 
moneys is of course a very important matter. I would like to begin by examining the case for the expenditure of 
some $220 million on the expansion of the Ord River irrigation area. The expansion project looked at 
establishing an extra 7 700 hectares of irrigated land. That initially sounds like a worthy objective but, when I do 
the quick sums on that, it turns out that we are spending some $28 000 a hectare to bring that land into 
production. That sum of $28 000 a hectare is a very hefty amount to be spending on land. It raises the question: 
could the money have been better spent? What is the potential for a return to be made on that investment that the 
taxpayer is making? Indeed, could it have been possible for this project to be done through private investment? 
Clearly, the answer is no. Current rates of annual return from land in the area show that the best projections are 
around sandalwood production. That is a figure of $1 000 to $1 300 a hectare. 

Food crops are something that many people hope will be produced in great abundance in the Ord River area. 
Unfortunately, history shows us, and we found in our report, that over the past two years food crop production 
has had a value of between $30 million and $40 million a year. There has not been the breakthrough in a major 
food crop production industry in the Ord area. I think that also raises lessons about the expenditure of 
$220 million of public money. 

As indicated in our report, we are prepared to accept that there are justifications, other than the establishment of 
an industry, for such a large expenditure of public money. One major one would be the betterment of the lives of 
Indigenous people in the East Kimberley. We know that life expectancy figures for Indigenous people in the East 
Kimberley are depressingly, tragically low. There are high suicide rates in the East Kimberley. In fact, they are 
the highest in Western Australia. The 2009 figure shows that some 20 people per 100 000 are taking their own 
lives each year. There are some tragically stark figures there. Unemployment is also very high. The general 
poverty rate is tragically high. Housing figures are very low. Perhaps from the expenditure of $220 million, plus 
money from the commonwealth, we could have hoped for an improvement—a lifting of the vibrancy of the 
economy in the East Kimberley that could have had a knock-on effect of improving the job opportunities and 
prospects for people in the East Kimberley. 

My main concern with that approach is that I do not know that we adequately consulted with the Indigenous 
people of the East Kimberley to see whether this is what they wanted to guide their futures. Did they really want 
to be involved in the sorts of projects that would come, whether in the construction phase of the irrigation 
channel, in the actual running of farms that could come into being on the 7 700 hectares or in the existing Ord 
area, or any of the other activities? I think the general feeling is that Indigenous people were not adequately 
consulted, and it is not clear whether this is how they would have preferred $220 million of taxpayers’ money to 
have been spent. They may well have come up with projects that would have had deeper benefits for them and 
ones that they would have been happier to engage in. 

Getting back to the agronomic side of things, it has to be said that the Ord has a history of failed cropping. Often 
the excuse has been given that it has not been possible to establish the size of the cropping area. We have seen 
that even this year rice has failed because of a rice smut. We know that sugar mills have struggled because there 
have not been the production volumes to enable a sugar mill to be established. There are hopes for Bt cotton, but 
it needs to be borne in mind that the bacteria toxin that is fabricated by a Bt cotton plant kills only two bugs—the 
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bollworm and the budworm, from memory. Many other bugs can attack cotton plants that are not touched by the 
Bt cotton. There are all sorts of vulnerabilities when it comes to cropping in the Kimberley. I think that is why 
we have seen this trend towards sandalwood production rather than food crop production. It remains to be seen 
who is going to buy this land when it comes on the market. I notice that in the last week there has been some 
change in the structure of the sale plans. There is an indication that people who buy in for this 7 700 hectares will 
have strong options on future stages—access to irrigation waters that go further to the east. That could well help 
drive the sale, because we might have been facing a situation in which there were no buyers for this land, 
certainly not at a reasonable rate. The public needs to know what price people will be paying. My fear is that 
people will be paying around $5 000 a hectare for land that has cost the taxpayer $28 000 a hectare to establish. 
There are clearly some questions to be asked about the expenditure of public money.  

Just before moving on, I would like to acknowledge Peter Stubbs and his team from the Department of Regional 
Development and Lands, and Francis Bright from the Department of Agriculture and Food, who gave us some 
excellent advice. Their passion, interest and belief in the Ord area were really quite striking. I respect and admire 
them for that. 

I would like to quickly touch on the Perth Waterfront project as well. That project will have major implications 
for our city. There is the potential for traffic jams if we get things wrong on Riverside Drive. There has already 
been debate in this chamber about the need to consider tunnels under Riverside Drive. It is quite striking that 
when we had a major event like the “Great Aussie Barbecue” during CHOGM, we chose to hold that event on a 
site that would no longer exist once the Perth Waterfront development has gone ahead. Some real questions need 
to be asked about the nature of the planning around that particular project. How thought-through has that project 
been? 

The Perth City Link project was another project that we looked at. The report clearly states that the cost of the 
project has blown out from some $230 million to $740 million; that is a major cost blow-out. Of course, the 
project is about trying to get better linkages between the city and Northbridge. Although we are trying to 
maintain that river aspect to the city with the Perth Waterfront project, it feels as though we are trying to pull the 
city in all directions. There are also claims that there is value in the expenditure on public transport infrastructure 
within the confines of the Perth City Link project, but I think there are some real questions about how useful 
sinking a short stretch of rail line and the bus station will be in improving transport. In fact, that may in the 
future limit the ability to expand the bus services, the need for which will of course grow in coming years. 

The report presents some very interesting information on major infrastructure projects. The projects symbolise 
the thinking of a government. The fact that these projects raise so many questions indicates that we have a 
government that is not thinking through in great detail the implications of major public expenditure. 

MR J.M. FRANCIS (Jandakot) [10.30 am]: I will start by saying that I support most of what is in the majority 
report of the Public Accounts Committee. I will touch on this briefly before I get into the guts of the actual 
issues. I am getting a bit tired of going through reports written by opposition members of the Labor-dominated 
Public Accounts Committee. It leaves me no option but to yet again put in a small minority report. It is a pity 
that we give them an inch and they take a mile and use the Public Accounts Committee for political purposes to 
make innuendos and little hits against the government. At the end of the day, I understand that they are Labor 
members and they just cannot help themselves when they are in a trusted position of serving on a committee that 
really should be politically impartial. But that is life, and I cannot really stand and say that I would do it any 
differently if I were in opposition and in the same position. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Of course you would! 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: Of course I would. I would have a bit more integrity, minister. 

Both the majority and minority reports were a bit rushed. I do not think that is the fault of the government 
members on the committee. Opposition members dominate the numbers on the Public Accounts Committees. It 
is their responsibility and their job to ensure that the direction and running of the committee are done in an 
appropriate manner. I would say that it is not the job of the government members on that committee to help the 
Labor Party table reports critical of our government. It is not my job to help those members do that. If the 
chairman of the committee cannot do that without my help, that is his problem; I am sorry. 

We have a fairly good working relationship. But, under standing order 274(2), a reasonable opportunity for the 
presentation of a minority report will be given by the committee to any members who indicate a wish to do so. 
We did that on Friday. I am sure that I am not going into privileged information, because the agendas are 
released, but we got less than 24 hours’ notice on Thursday evening of a Public Accounts Committee hearing to 
be held at two o’clock on Friday afternoon. That is just not cricket. The chairman did not know it at the time, but 
he knows now that I was away. I appreciate that he was accommodating. I spent three days with my volunteers at 
Nannup. It is no excuse, but the minority submission in this report was written in one day on a sitting day. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Welcome to the real world! 
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Mr J.M. FRANCIS: Mate, you are not even a member of this committee. Can I use my time without 
interruption, please? Do you have to be a rude little—all the time? You cannot help yourself, member for 
Cannington. Can I speak without interruption from a member who is not even on the committee? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Seek the protection of the Chair. 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: I seek the protection of the Chair. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Member for Cannington! 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: I want to get on to the guts of the report. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I will protect the speaker, especially as we are dealing with a report by a committee, 
which is generally presented in sacred time. 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. 

As I said, most of the guts of this majority report are very useful and very helpful. 

There is a lot of criticism of travel by committees. I know that a lot of committees, especially those in the other 
place, spend a lot of time travelling around the world doing some inquiries that we have to question whether 
people get value for money out of. Value for money for taxpayers should be the first objective when committees 
decide to travel. The only trip that the Public Accounts Committee took for this particular inquiry was when it 
travelled to Kununurra. I say to the chairman of the committee that, in terms of value for money for taxpayers, 
what we learnt in Kununurra about a whole range of things was absolutely outstanding. It was a massive 
educational experience for me. I learnt a great deal. We looked at many other issues on the fringe, such as abuse 
of alcohol by the Aboriginal community in Kununurra, and how we can work towards lifting those people out of 
poverty. It was a very worthwhile trip and I congratulate the chairman of the committee for facilitating that. 

While I am on the issue of Kununurra, I will touch on chapter 2 of the minority report and the Ord–East 
Kimberley expansion project. The report states — 

It is our submission that the best way to lift the living standards of Aboriginal peoples is to give them 
meaningful jobs and a sense of purpose. The benefits that flow from employment will lift the living 
standards, not only of the person employed but also of the entire Aboriginal community. Relieving 
people from the shackles of welfare and turning the tide from dependency, substance abuse and social 
issues towards a meaningful contribution is a cause that cannot be under estimated. 

In considering the criticism of the financial feasibility of these particular projects, I wrote — 

It is also worth noting that the Miriuwung Gajerrong people have indicated they are taking up their 
original 5%, plus they have indicated they are considering purchasing an additional 7.5% share of the 
agricultural land as is provided in their Right of First Refusal contract provisions. 

That is a really encouraging sign. I have always saluted the mining companies and the Andrew Forrests of this 
state, who are doing far more for practical Aboriginal reconciliation than all the sorry days and social workers 
will ever do by giving these people meaningful employment and allowing them the opportunity to make a 
contribution to society. 

Dr A.D. Buti: How much of his own money does “Twiggy” Forrest actually put in? 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: At least he is out there doing it. 

Dr A.D. Buti: If you’re going to say something, actually find out the details. 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: I seek your protection again, Mr Acting Speaker. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member! 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: I know that the member for Carine will touch on a few of these issues. I want to also touch 
on the Perth Waterfront project in my remaining time. We had a few concerns. Generally, as I have said, the guts 
of the report are a very worthwhile read. But we had a few concerns with some of the statements throughout 
chapter 4 that we believe were unfairly critical of the government’s proposal and we did not see the evidence to 
support those observations. Part of the reason for that is that the government did not release information that we 
knew was commercial-in-confidence, and we accept that as a reasonable proposition and excuse for not releasing 
all the information. But we did not accept the observation that there was a danger that value-for-money outcomes 
would be compromised. This is pretty simple. When we look at the $900 stimulus payments that were provided 
by the federal government during the global financial crisis, the pink batts project, the school halls project, which 
was not administered by a Liberal government in other states—there are Labor governments over east —  

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: Member, I have limited time. 
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Mr P. Papalia: Name one problem with the school halls in Western Australia. 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: That is my point, member. It was not a problem in Western Australia; I am talking about 
the eastern states. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: When we look at the pink batts and all the others — 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: When we compare those projects with the return for the community and the economic 
benefit for a state from any project under government investment — 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, you will have the opportunity to speak if you want to. The member for 
Jandakot is on his feet. 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: We can compare the return on the investment decisions taken by various governments 
around Australia, both state and federal, with that of the Perth Waterfront project. If we do the maths, we know 
that the state government is going to put between $255 million and $300 million into that project. The actual 
development is somewhere to the value of $2.6 billion. Any impartial observation of the Perth Waterfront project 
will show that when we look at $255 million to $300 million worth of taxpayers’ money being invested for 
something that will provide $2.6 billion, it is about 10 per cent of the total project. This is perhaps the greatest 
economic stimulus project in the state’s history—certainly within Perth. A 10 per cent investment to stimulate 
$2.6 billion worth of private sector infrastructure investment is absolutely outstanding. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: Is the member for Cannington opposed to the Perth Waterfront project? 

Mr W.J. Johnston: No; I support the Perth Waterfront project, but the current configuration is a joke. It is a 
disgrace. It is a waste —  

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: That is the member’s opinion. He can get up after the member for Carine; I have only one 
minute left.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Jandakot, you wanted protection from the Chair but you are asking for 
interjections. Make up your mind.  

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: In closing, another example is that the report is critical that the government has not yet 
funded two key public attractions for redevelopment—namely, the cable car project and the Indigenous cultural 
centre. This is purely subjective. I would say that the City of Perth had a play with the Perth wheel down there; it 
was a complete failure. I would say that a cable car will probably be somewhat of an improvement as an 
attraction. With all due respect —  

Dr A.D. Buti interjected.  

Mr J.M. FRANCIS: In my last seconds I would say that a Cold Chisel concert on the foreshore at the Perth 
Waterfront development would be a greater attraction than an Indigenous cultural centre or a cable car. I know 
what will draw the people. It is all subjective, and that is my subjective observation. Thank you, members.  

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [10.41 am]: I, too, would like to say a few words about the Public Accounts 
Committee’s fourteenth report entitled “Review of Selected Western Australian Infrastructure Projects”. I was 
also disappointed with the fact that we did not have enough time to go through this report, enough time to 
discuss it, or enough time to produce a report that the whole committee could agree on. Unfortunately, we were 
rushed by other priorities such as looking at the Fiona Stanley Hospital and Serco, and really doing the job of 
United Voice in some cases. It would have been good to have had more time on this report.  

When members read about the projects we looked at, they will see they are quite significant and iconic. The 
Ord–East Kimberley expansion project not only looks at helping Indigenous disadvantaged of the 
Miriuwung Gajerrong people, but also looks at establishing agricultural pursuits in the Kimberley. One of the 
things that the inquiry found was not only is land being released now as part of stage 2, but also there is potential 
for further releases of land because the canals have been expanded. The report mentions that about 62 000 
hectares can be expanded upon, and it can go further into the Northern Territory as well. There is a lot more 
opportunity up there from an agricultural perspective and a lot more opportunity from the point of view of 
helping Indigenous disadvantaged. It was a bit rough when the committee’s chairman said that these projects are 
driven by “loosely defined social outcomes”. When I have talked to people in the street and mentioned the Perth 
Waterfront redevelopment, I have received some very positive responses from both a social and an economic 
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perspective. I would suggest that most people look at it from a social perspective rather than an economic one. I 
have not heard anybody in my community say a bad thing about it from that perspective. Likewise, with the 
Perth City Link project, people have been saying that it has been overdue for decades. When we talk to people 
about that, they say that that is another project that inspires them and gives them hope that the government is 
taking note of things the community has asked for for such a long time. Likewise, with the Collgar Wind Farm, 
when we talk about renewable energy and investment in that sector, the community sees the social outcomes and 
benefits of renewable energy for our future. All four projects have very strong social outcomes linked to them. 
They portray very strong images for people about what is happening in this state. They are very positive. This 
report could have been much more positive in its assessment of those issues. I know the member for Gosnells 
mentioned wise expenditure by the government. It is a pity he was not in Parliament during the former 
government’s years—we would not be up to $400 million over budget for the Perth Arena and losing 
$500 million through the Office of Shared Services, just to mention two projects that could have effectively built 
a stadium, let alone done a lot more than that.  

I want to touch on a couple of specific projects, the first one being the Perth City Link. I recommend members 
read the report, specifically the minority report, and also the transcripts of evidence. When members read them, 
they will get more of an idea about what is really happening with these projects. However, the report leaves out 
some things. For example, in the executive summary and other statements, the report refers to the cost blow-out 
on the Perth City Link, but members have to remember that when the Liberal Party came into government, the 
federal government at that stage was throwing money away like confetti. The federal government asked the state 
government to give it some significant projects in Western Australia that had a certain level of planning so it 
could give us some money. The federal government needed that by October 2008. The state ministers looked at 
what was in the cupboard, but there was nothing there, or very little. They found this thing, which obviously is a 
great initiative, called Perth City Link. There were some flimsy documents with a couple of bits and pieces 
attached to them, and they submitted that. As we know, they did not ask anything for the bus station because 
there was even less work done for the sinking of that, let alone the rail line. The federal government had to give 
money away, so it obviously contributed to this project back in October 2008 when that report was submitted. 
Subsequent to that, being a responsible government with responsible ministers, we said to our departments, 
“Okay; we’ve got this Perth City Link project. We’ve put it in. We’ve got X amount of dollars from the federal 
government and we’ve contributed some money. Can you do some work on this and actually flesh it out to see 
how valuable this document is and how much work has been done, and how much value it will add to Western 
Australia?” Of course, when that was done, it was found that there were so many shortcomings that it would not 
meet the needs of the most basic requirements, let alone the future growth of Perth and Western Australia.  

The report indicates there have been some major changes to the scope of the City Link project. Remember, we 
are starting from a very, very low base here. The five points in the minority report are definitely worth reading in 
terms of the addition of a new platform, the construction of an additional track, the construction of a pedestrian 
underpass, the expansion of the underground bus station from 12 bays to 16 bays to allow for the future 
expansion of public transport, and increasing the engineering strength of the development to allow 30-storey 
buildings to be constructed over the top. When it is said that the government of the day did not do a great job in 
estimating the cost of this project, there was nothing to work with at the start. That work almost had to be done 
from scratch. The changes being made are very valuable ones. The Perth City Link project will obviously also 
connect the city to Northbridge. Northbridge is in need of a lot of work. A lot of people have not invested in 
Northbridge for a long time because they are waiting for something to happen. The Perth City Link project is the 
trigger to make that happen and to obviously expand into Northbridge and further into the northern suburbs. That 
is a great initiative in itself: 

In terms of the waterfront, the member for Jandakot talked about $2.6 billion, of which the majority is private 
sector investment. There was a shortfall between $255 million and $300 million, which the opposition talked 
about, but no-one talks about the employment being created as well as the payroll tax, the stamp duty, 
government charges, fees and charges, tourism and all the other economic benefits it will reap for the 
community. There is also the connection with the waterfront, the city and Northbridge, creating an iconic 
opportunity for Western Australia to showcase itself as a world-class destination and a world-class city that 
allows that opportunity to grow and expand. I think we need to look at it from that perspective.  

It is like when we talk about renewable energy initiatives, such as Collgar Wind Farm. The important thing to 
note is that the renewable energy target in 2001 was 2.16 per cent. In 2007 the federal government pushed that 
up to 20 per cent, which is an ambitious target that is to be met over 30 years. That is obviously forcing state 
governments to look at trying to meet those targets. As we know, renewable energy is expensive at the moment. 
In a lot of cases the technology is not as advanced as it should be or could be. Those targets are going to be 
difficult to meet without financial pain through that sector. The message I have got from speaking to people is 
that at some point those targets may need to be reviewed—they may be too ambitious and too difficult to 
achieve. That is important to note as well. When we look at renewable energy initiatives such as the Collgar 
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Wind Farm and then on top of that look at the other imposts that are being put on us such as the carbon tax, the 
minerals resource rent tax and now this native title reversal by the federal government — 

Dr A.D. Buti: How does the mining resources tax put an impost on the government?  

THE ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Member! 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: They are all things that are going to impact on us. 

Dr A.D. Buti: Tell us. Don’t just say it; explain it!  

The ACTING SPEAKER: I call the member for Armadale to order for the first time.  

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: As a state government, we need to take all those things into account.  

Dr A.D. Buti: I am just trying to improve the debate.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the second time.  

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Thank you very much, Mr Acting Speaker. I know that the member for Jandakot was 
attacked quite viciously by some members, so I thank you for your protection.  

I think that this report has some shortcomings in terms of putting all the facts on the table, referring to some of 
the positives and referring to some real situations. I just hope that the Public Accounts Committee does look at 
those things correctly. With the Collgar Wind Farm, the accounting treatment was mentioned, as was the fact 
that $500 million was taken out of state debt because it was not treated as a finance lease but as an operating 
lease. That was the correct thing to do.  

Leave Sought to Make Comment 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I seek leave to make remarks on the report.  

Leave denied. 

Fifteenth Report — “Review of the Reports of the Auditor General” — Tabling 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta) [10.52 am]: I present for tabling the fifteenth report of the Public Accounts 
Committee entitled “Review of the Reports of the Auditor General”.  

[See paper 4329.] 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: This is the first report tabled by the Public Accounts Committee under its revised process 
for the follow-up of agency implementation of the Auditor General’s recommendations. The revised process 
allows for a more direct approach when dealing with agencies and has created significant efficiencies in 
managing the committee’s workload. One other benefit is the ability to make recommendations directly to 
ministers to report on specific outcomes achieved by agencies in response to the Auditor General’s 
recommendations. We are of the view that the revised process, particularly in conjunction with the use of 
recommendations, will improve the extent of agency compliance.  

In general, the Public Accounts Committee was satisfied with the responses provided to us by the agencies. This 
report acknowledges the responses that agencies have made to the recommendations contained in several 
Auditor General reports. In some cases the Public Accounts Committee recommends that the responsible 
minister report back to the Legislative Assembly on their agency’s progress with specific undertakings or 
reforms arising from the Auditor General’s reports.  

In October 2009 the Auditor General reported to the Parliament on the adequacy of the regulation of firearms by 
Western Australia Police. The Public Accounts Committee was following up on the response by WA Police 
when media reporting alerted us to significant problems with the computer system used in the firearm licensing 
process. The Public Accounts Committee held a hearing with WA Police to get advice on the actions being taken 
to rectify matters. During this hearing with WA Police, it emerged that components of the firearm registry were 
shut down due to concerns about the integrity of data held in the database. This resulted in over 10 000 
individuals being in possession of unlicensed firearms. WA Police assured us that the problems were being 
addressed, although much work remains to be done. As a result, we have asked the Minister for Police to provide 
an update on the number of outstanding unlicensed firearm owners and on the stability and accuracy of the WA 
Police firearm computer systems.  

“Information Systems Audit Report” was report 4 of the Auditor General of 2011 and concerned cybersecurity in 
government agencies. This report relates to the poor state of information security within the Western Australian 
public sector. We have been concerned for some time about the consistently critical audit reports published by 
the WA Auditor General on information security, and have taken particular interest in the government-wide 
policy responses to the problem. The Public Accounts Committee has made specific recommendations to the 
Premier to inform the house of the policy initiatives addressing these critical issues, and we will be keenly 
watching developments in the new year.  



10368 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 1 December 2011] 

 

A further report was the “Second Public Sector Performance Report 2010” on the setting of fees and charges, 
which was report 12 of the Auditor General of 2010. Most members are aware that if agencies charge above cost 
recovery, it is basically a tax. If they do not have the legislation to enable them to levy a tax, the charges and the 
regulations that impose them are ultra vires. The Auditor General’s report indicated that a number of agencies 
cannot show that the charges relating to certain fees are actually commensurate with the cost of the services for 
which the fee is raised. In one of our recommendations we have asked the Minister for Transport to report back 
on whether the Department of Transport has got its house in order and the extent to which it is still exceeding 
cost recovery with some of its charges. That is a report that under the standing orders is required within three 
months.  

Report 12 of 2010 also concerned royalties for regions and local government spending. The particular issue in 
that report concerned the accountability for and transparency of the spending of that money. The Department of 
Regional Development and Lands has put in place an audit process to ensure what is happening there. We have 
asked the minister to table a copy of that audit review into the country local government fund when it is 
available. With respect to fees and charges, I skipped over that we will also be asking the Minister for Lands to 
table the work that has been done by Landgate to introduce a more effective cost system within the agency. 
Again, we look forward to that report in the new year.  

To wrap up, I wish to express my thanks to the members of the committee for embracing the revised follow-up 
process. I also extend special thanks to the committee staff, Dr Loraine Abernethie, Mr Mathew Bates and Mr 
Foreman Foto, each of whom have contributed to the smooth operation of this revised process of the Public 
Accounts Committee.  

MR C.J. TALLENTIRE (Gosnells) [10.57 am]: I rise as a member of the Public Accounts Committee to add 
my comments to this report, “Review of the Reports of the Auditor General”. I would like to focus especially on 
the Auditor General’s report relating to the WA Police computer system responsible for the management of 
firearm licences. I note that there is a very serious problem there. It is totally unacceptable that a report by the 
Auditor General has found that the management of firearm licences—gun licences—is so out of control that 
some 10 000 people remain unlicensed and require intervention from police officers and possible action in the 
courts. We have a very serious problem. A simple question such as whether firearm licences are automatically 
revoked when a licence holder has a violence restraining order issued against them cannot be answered. I put that 
question to the minister recently: how many firearm licences were revoked in the 2010–11 financial year because 
someone had been issued with a VRO? The minister was incapable of answering that question. In fact, the 
answer that came back was — 

In order to ascertain this information, a separate computer program would be required and would take a 
period of time to undertake. Therefore, WA Police is unable to provide the figures requested. 

We have a very serious problem. We have provided some recommendations that we expect the Minister for 
Police to respond to so that the problems within the gun licensing system are properly addressed. 

I now look at report 4 by the Auditor General on cybersecurity titled “Information Systems Audit Report”, which 
found that a number of agencies had failed to undertake the most basic of staff training on procedures to ensure 
that information technology security was maintained. In one test conducted by the Auditor General’s staff, USB 
devices were left lying around the office and invariably the public servants would plug the USB device into a 
computer, which would immediately send a signal back to the Auditor General who realised that the protocol for 
the careful use of USB devices was not being maintained. Clearly, some follow-up training is needed, and we 
will monitor the response to that report and to the committee’s recommendations in that regard. Indeed, the 
committee believes that the Premier should table a copy of the cybersecurity policy framework developed by the 
Public Sector Commissioner. 

The process used between the Public Accounts Committee and the Auditor General is, I think, a sound one that 
makes for a careful scrutiny of matters relating to public expenditure and the maintenance of high standards in 
our public service through our monitoring of the achievement of key performance indicators by the various 
government agencies. 

I conclude by thanking the principal research officer of the Public Accounts Committee, Mathew Bates, and our 
research officer, Foreman Foto. 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [11.02 am]: I, too, would like to say a few short words about the committee’s 
fifteenth report titled “Review of the Reports of the Auditor General”. I start by acknowledging the wonderful 
work of the Auditor General, Mr Colin Murphy, and his department. We have had many occasions to meet and 
discuss our interactions and relationship with the Auditor General’s office and how we work together in terms of 
process. That has been very beneficial for both parties. The mutually positive way in which we finish up our 
discussions has resulted in improvements in the process, which means that we have shorter, sharper and, 
potentially in the future, more frequent reports on the follow-up action of the Auditor General and the 
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departments. I think that this new process has proven to be very beneficial in the production of the first report of 
this style; it has also resulted in some efficiencies from the committee’s point of view and made things a lot 
clearer in terms of the work—rather than producing massive reports that are more difficult to deal with on single 
occasions. I wanted to make reference to that aspect and to the fact that there is always room for more 
improvement. The committee members are very open to that. I also wanted to say that our research officers and 
committee members have been very constructive in guiding us through that process. Obviously, there are some 
areas to be looked at in the report, which contains some recommendations. As always, I encourage ministers to 
look at those recommendations and respond accordingly. I look forward to receiving those responses. 

In conclusion, I thank everybody again for the work carried out over the past 12 months: I refer to the Auditor 
General, the committee staff and everyone else who has assisted in the process of carrying out the Public 
Accounts Committee’s responsibility for looking at expenditure in this state.  

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) CAPITAL 2010–11  
(SUPPLEMENTARY) BILL 2011 

Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr C.C. Porter (Treasurer), and read a first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the Treasurer. 

Second Reading 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Treasurer) [11.04 am]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

This bill seeks to appropriate out of the consolidated account the sum of $15 515 000 for capital payments made 
during the financial year ended 30 June 2011 for the purposes detailed in schedule 1 of the bill. These payments, 
which were of an extraordinary and unforeseen nature, were made under authority of the Financial Management 
Act 2006. The payments were charged to the consolidated account under the authority of section 27 of the 
Financial Management Act 2006, and reflect excess expenditures against appropriations and expenditures for 
which there were no appropriations during that year. 

In 2010–11 capital appropriations amounted to $2 578 200 000, a net decrease of $750 100 000 from the 2010–
11 budget estimate of $3 328 300 000. The unforeseen appropriation of $15 500 000 sought in this bill was offset 
by underspending of $765 600 000 against other votes. As underspending against other votes cannot be netted 
against excesses or new items approved under the Financial Management Act 2006, parliamentary authorisation 
is required for each vote when expenditure has exceeded appropriation or when there has been expenditure for a 
new item. 

I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman. 

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) RECURRENT 2010–11  
(SUPPLEMENTARY) BILL 2011 

Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr C.C. Porter (Treasurer), and read a first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the Treasurer. 

Second Reading 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Treasurer) [11.07 am]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

This bill seeks to appropriate out of the consolidated account the sum of $486 271 761 for recurrent payments 
made during the financial year ended 30 June 2011 for the purposes and services detailed in schedule 1 of the 
bill. These payments, which were of an extraordinary and unforeseen nature, were made under the authority of 
the Financial Management Act 2006. The payments were charged to the consolidated account under the 
authority of section 27 of the Financial Management Act 2006, and reflect excess expenditures against 
appropriations and expenditures for which there were no appropriations during that year. 

In 2010–11, recurrent appropriations amounted to $17 844 700 000, a net increase of $267 200 000 from the 
2010–11 budget estimate of $17 577 500 000. The unforeseen appropriation of $486 300 000 sought in this bill 
was offset by underspending of $251 200 000 against other votes and overspending of $32 100 000 authorised 
by other statutes. As underspending against other votes cannot be netted against excesses or new items approved 
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under the Financial Management Act, parliamentary authorisation is required for each vote in which expenditure 
exceeds appropriation or when there has been expenditure for a new item. 

I thereby commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman.  

REVENUE LAWS AMENDMENT BILL 2011 

Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr C.C. Porter (Treasurer), and read a first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the Treasurer. 

Second Reading 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Treasurer) [11.10 am]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

This bill seeks to make amendments to the Duties Act 2008, Stamp Act 1921, Pay-roll Tax Assessment Act 
2002, Land Tax Assessment Act 2002, Taxation Administration Act 2003, First Home Owner Grant Act 2000, 
and Rates and Charges (Rebates and Deferments) Act 1992. Due to the large number of amendments in the bill, 
today I intend to highlight only four changes of significance. However, I would also refer members to the 
comprehensive explanation of the remaining amendments contained in the explanatory memorandum associated 
with this bill. 

The first amendment of note concerns a situation faced by some first home buyers who have received the $7 000 
first home owner grant, but have not been able to access the associated first home owner transfer duty concession 
of up to $17 765 due to the manner in which the purchase contract was effected. Amendments to the Duties Act 
in this bill seek to rectify this anomaly by ensuring that, subject to the requisite home value limits being met, the 
first home owner duty concession is available to all first home buyers who are eligible to receive the $7 000 first 
home owner grant. 

Moving on to the second matter, the bill includes further Duties Act amendments to extend the time limit that 
applies to duty refunds when a transaction to purchase property does not proceed. Under current arrangements, 
the Taxation Administration Act provides that a reassessment and subsequent refund of duty on a cancelled 
transaction can only be made within five years from the date that the original assessment of duty was made. In 
the majority of cases when a transaction is cancelled, the five-year limit provides ample opportunity for the 
purchaser to recover any duty paid. However, in some cases, particularly when a property has been purchased off 
the plan and there have been building delays or protracted legal disputes, purchasers have not been able to obtain 
a refund of the duty because the cancellation occurs outside the five-year reassessment time limit. The bill 
proposes to address this inequity by amending the Duties Act to allow a longer period for taxpayers to access a 
duty refund on a cancelled transaction, provided the application is made by the later of five years from the date 
of assessment, or twelve months from the date of cancellation of their transaction. Similar amendments to the 
Stamp Act will ensure that the extended period of time to apply for a refund will also be available to taxpayers 
who paid duty on their contract prior to 1 July 2008. 

The bill also contains proposed amendments to the First Home Owner Grant Act to clarify the point at which the 
Commissioner of State Revenue can exercise the existing discretions in the act to vary the residency 
requirements placed on grant applicants. To be eligible for a grant, the applicant must commence residing in 
their home within twelve months of the date of completion of the eligible transaction and must then reside in that 
home for a minimum period of six months. The act currently provides the commissioner with discretion to vary 
the time periods; however, it does not clearly specify the point in time at which these discretions can be 
exercised. These amendments will provide the commissioner with the power to vary the residence requirements 
at any time, provided he is of the opinion that the applicant has submitted good reasons for not being able to 
meet the particular time limit.  

Finally, the bill proposes amendments to provisions of the Pay-roll Tax Assessment Act that were amended with 
effect from 1 July 2010 as part of the pay-roll tax harmonisation process being overseen by the Council of 
Australian Governments. The pay-roll tax amendments in this bill seek to update the employee share scheme 
provisions to incorporate new references contained in the commonwealth Income Tax Assessment Act 1997; 
make the operation of the parental leave exemption provisions clearer; and make minor amendments to the 
registration and grouping provisions. I note that although the Pay-roll Tax Assessment Act amendments are only 
very minor, as they deal with harmonised legislation, they may need to be referred to the Standing Committee on 
Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review. 

The remaining amendments contained within this bill seek to make relatively minor changes to statutes 
administered by the Commissioner of State Revenue that will improve the equity and efficiency of the state’s 
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taxation and grant and subsidy schemes. The proposed amendments in this bill will have a negligible impact on 
revenue. 

I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman.  

TEACHER REGISTRATION BILL 2011 

Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Dr E. Constable (Minister for Education), and read a first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [11.15 am]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The Teacher Registration Bill 2011 repeals and replaces the Western Australian College of Teaching Act 2004. 
The bill is based on the findings of the statutory review of the Western Australian College of Teaching Act 2004, 
the report of which was tabled in this Parliament on 23 September 2010.  

The review of the act and its administration found high levels of dissatisfaction among teachers, who were of the 
opinion that they were promised more than what was being delivered by the Western Australian College of 
Teaching. At the same time, the review found that if teachers’ expectations were to be met, fees would have to 
rise to levels that would be generally unacceptable. In light of this, the functions of this bill are limited primarily 
to registration and discipline, which have been reformulated in terms of a “fit and proper” test and so that 
applicants and registrants have recourse to the State Administrative Tribunal in the event that their fitness and 
propriety is called into question. 

The working with children check will still be required for teachers, as it is essential for every individual in the 
state who works with children. The board’s fit and proper test will go to additional considerations specifically 
relevant to teachers as professionals and role models. A criminal history other than offences against children is 
relevant; for example, offences of dishonesty, and drug offences, would be considered. Non-criminal behaviour 
such as bullying may also be a relevant consideration for the board. 

The review found shortcomings with the governance arrangements in the act. The government has virtually no 
say in the appointment of the 19-member WACOT board, with no guarantee that it has the expertise and 
experience needed to carry out its functions. The review concluded that the WACOT board should be smaller, 
and that its members should be appointed by the minister, who should also have the discretion to direct the board 
when appropriate, as distinct from a power to simply advise the board.  

The bill proposes that the WACOT board be abolished and replaced by the Teacher Registration Board, a name 
that reflects its true nature, purpose and functions. This bill proposes a seven-member board, appointed by the 
minister for their qualifications, expertise and experience. The minister may request information from the board 
and is to have a power, when appropriate, to direct the board, although not in relation to any individual applicant, 
complaint or proceeding. Ministerial directions must be tabled in the Parliament within 14 days.  

The review also found that the functions under the act do not concentrate the WACOT board’s attention on the 
primary reason for teacher registration, which is the protection of the public interest, especially the interests of 
schoolchildren. Instead, the act is more about enhancing the status of the profession, which, although important, 
is not the primary reason for a registration body. To remove any doubt as to the primary purpose, the bill 
provides that the TRB—Teacher Registration Board—in performing its functions, must regard the best interests 
of children as the paramount consideration. The TRB will be hosted by the Department of Education Services, 
which will provide corporate services and support. This department has the expertise and a track record in the 
regulation of the education sector; experience in similar arrangements, particularly the Training Accreditation 
Council; and has direct access to government services and expertise. 

Under the bill, the TRB’s functions are limited to the determination of professional standards, the registration of 
teachers, dealing with complaints and discipline and impairment matters, and accrediting initial teacher 
education programs. Teachers aggrieved by the TRB’s decisions will have access to the State Administrative 
Tribunal. Currently, the only appeal avenue is to the District Court, which can be expensive, time consuming and 
cumbersome for individual teachers. Serious disciplinary matters will not be dealt with by the TRB and will go 
straight to the SAT in its original jurisdiction.  

All teachers working in defined “educational venues” must be registered. These include schools, community 
kindergartens and childcare centres, with the option to add venues by regulation. Currently, only teachers 
working in schools can register or remain registered. There are four registration categories: full, which is the 
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same as now; provisional, which is also the same as now; limited, which is similar, but adapted; and non-
practising, which takes account of those who take a long break from teaching but who want to maintain their 
registration. The bill attends to a finding of the review that the act’s provisions for limited authority to teach are 
slow, cumbersome and overly bureaucratic. This does not mean that there will be any drop in standards for 
registration in this category. The “limited” category will also provide for non-traditional graduate entry teacher 
education programs and the employment of students who have completed all course requirements but have yet to 
graduate. 

The TRB will be able to take appropriate action to deal with complaints and other information that raise a 
question as to a teacher’s fitness and propriety, including competence to teach. The TRB will have an interim 
emergency power to suspend a teacher’s registration in defined circumstances in which the teacher is deemed to 
pose a potential risk of harm or injury to another. Such suspension is only for a very limited period while the 
SAT considers the matter. The TRB will also be required to cancel a teacher’s registration in defined 
circumstances. These circumstances notably include when a person has been convicted of a sexual offence 
involving a child or is denied permission to continue working with children. A person whose teaching 
qualifications are found to have been forged or fraudulently obtained will also have his or her registration 
cancelled. 

In respect of other questions about a teacher’s fitness to be registered, the TRB may refer the complaint to the 
SAT for consideration, or offer to the teacher an internal process. The internal proceedings may be undertaken 
by either the disciplinary committee or the impairment review committee of the TRB, provided the teacher 
consents. The disciplinary committee has a range of penalties available to it should a teacher be found to have 
breached the requirements outlined in the bill, but they do not include cancellation of registration. A teacher 
aggrieved by a finding of the disciplinary committee will be able to apply for a full merits review in the SAT. 

The impairment review committee is required to work with the teacher to find a mutually acceptable outcome, 
which might include suspension of registration, placing conditions on registration, or counselling. However, 
should it not be possible to reach such consensus, the impairment review committee will make a 
recommendation to the TRB that the complaint be referred to the SAT. These provisions do not require the board 
to deal with every complaint received. Complaints must first be evaluated, and only those with substance will 
proceed to be dealt with. The bill provides for the TRB to assist in the establishment and implementation of a 
national scheme for the accreditation of teacher education programs that was agreed by education ministers at 
the Ministerial Council for Education, Early Childhood Development and Youth Affairs earlier this year. It also 
provides for the possible adoption, through regulations, of national standards for the profession, including 
recency of experience and ongoing professional development. The adoption of these agreements, in whole or in 
part, does not involve the enactment of uniform legislation across jurisdictions. 

Early childhood teachers working in child care will also be accommodated, in accordance with strong 
representations to that effect from the early childhood sector. Teachers registered currently will transition to the 
equivalent registration category, subject to the same renewal date and any conditions as applicable under the 
Western Australian College of Teaching Act 2004. Teachers who have been working in educational venues other 
than schools, and who will be both entitled and required to be registered in accordance with the new provisions, 
will be able to register in the appropriate category. Vocational education and training lecturers delivering 
vocational education and training in schools will no longer have to be registered. WACOT’s staff will transition, 
with their full entitlements, to the department. 

At the present time, WACOT’s financial position is precarious. Its recent annual reports show it has incurred 
operating losses and has had to draw down its cash reserves, which is unsound practice. The college’s projection 
for the coming March to April financial year indicates that it does not have sufficient funds to sustain its 
operations beyond next November. WACOT’s principal remaining asset is its mortgaged office premises. Under 
the provisions of this bill, WACOT’s assets and liabilities will be wound up and the net proceeds placed in an 
agency special-purpose account called the teacher registration board account. The operations of the TRB will be 
self-funded through fees that are commensurate with actual costs. Having the TRB hosted by the department will 
enable economies of scale that are not possible in a small stand-alone agency like WACOT. The bill makes 
provision for the retention of some provisions of the WACOT act after the commencement of the new legislation 
for the purposes of retaining and managing WACOT’s premises and related mortgage liabilities. Under these 
provisions, the WACOT board will be replaced by the chief executive officer of the department, whose 
responsibility will be to wind up the residual affairs of WACOT, after which time that act will be repealed in its 
entirety. The proceeds of the eventual sale of the premises are to be credited, together with all other assets of the 
college, to the teacher registration board account to be used for the purposes of the new Teacher Registration 
Act. 

In summary, the bill provides for the registration of teachers by a process that ensures that they are appropriately 
qualified, and fit and proper to be employed as teachers. There is provision for periodic renewal of registration 
for teachers who continue in good standing and maintain currency of relevant skills and experience. Consistency 
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with national developments will also enhance teacher mobility across state borders. There is provision for 
dealing with complaints against teachers alleged to be no longer fit and proper, or to be affected by an addiction 
or other impairment which significantly affects the teacher’s ability to teach. Natural justice in dealing with 
registration applications will be served by having TRB members who are required to act in the public interest 
and, in particular, the best interests of children. It will be further served by the way in which complaints, 
disciplinary and impairment matters are handled by independent people with relevant expertise and experience. 
Matters relating to impairment will be treated differently, not as disciplinary matters but with the due care and 
sensitivity they deserve. The bill will be debated when Parliament resumes next year and commenced as soon as 
possible after its passage. The decision to introduce this bill has not been taken lightly, and I am confident that 
its clauses will take account of the concerns of the teaching profession and the public. I would be surprised if 
there are any members who are unaware, through their constituents, of teachers’ concerns about the current 
system. I trust they will welcome the provisions of this bill, which I now commend to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman.  

METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT 1203/41 — PERTH WATERFRONT — 
DISALLOWANCE 

Motion 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [11.28 am]: I move — 

That metropolitan region scheme amendment 1203/41, “Perth Waterfront”, under the Planning and 
Development Act 2005, a copy of which was laid on the table of the Legislative Assembly on 18 
October 2011, is hereby disallowed. 

Members, this is one of the worst of the litany of very bad decisions that this government had made. This 
amendment we are being forced to endorse today is a bad decision on planning, environmental, heritage, 
transport and fiscal grounds. The closure of Riverside Drive is the project’s biggest failure. Let us be clear: if 
members of the government and alleged Independents vote for these amendments—which we have been asked to 
vote on today—they are voting to close Riverside Drive. Be very, very clear about that. We will ensure that the 
communities of members who vote for this will be informed that their members did this. I know that there is 
great disquiet within the Liberal Party and the government about whether Riverside Drive should be cut off. We 
know that the Premier himself expressed great reservations. We know that the member for South Perth, who 
correctly represented the views of his constituents, has expressed his grave concerns and stated categorically that 
Riverside Drive should stay open in some form. I know that other Liberal Party members have privately said the 
same thing because they know it is a bad decision on the grounds of not only transport but also tourism. A 
number of times when we pick up visitors at Perth Airport and show them Perth, we drive along Riverside Drive 
because it is one of the great tourist routes within this state.  

Most Western Australians accept that some change on the heritage-listed Esplanade Reserve could be supported. 
At the other end of our exposed land to the Swan River is the four-hectare Riverside project, which is a much 
better piece of planning. I am not sure whether the government will introduce a metropolitan region scheme 
amendment for that or if there is a need to, but that is a very, very supportable project. It is modest in not only 
scope but also impact; there will be no incursion on traffic flows and public transport in the area. It will open up 
the beach in that area in a sensible way. It will open up that area to the river in such a way that it will not end up 
with the massive environmental problems that the Perth Waterfront project will cause the river. What is most 
disturbing about this metropolitan region scheme amendment, which the Labor Party strongly believes should be 
disallowed, is that the government has not provided information to back up its decision making. Not only is it 
bad decision making, but also the government’s failure to provide the evidence behind the process in the 
decision making is deplorable. It goes to the core of what this government is getting wrong in planning. It is why 
the Directions 2031 plan is such a dud and why it is being lampooned within local government.  

Mr J.H.D. Day: By whom? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Within local government. The minister knows local government has been to see him. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: Which local governments? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The minister knows very well. 

Mr P.T. Miles: Name them! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: I will not spoil their thunder. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: I can’t think of too many actually that are lampooning it at all. If you are aware of any—there 
may be a few between here and the Indian Ocean—tell us exactly who you’ve got in mind. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: It is good enough that we are passing the government’s legislation and getting that through. I 
should not be doing the job of consulting with the government’s core constituencies.  
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“Directions 2031” not only has basic population data that is hopelessly out of date, but also is a document that is 
purely for physical planning. Where is the great cultural advice found within a true vision document? If we are 
looking at Perth in 2031, it is not just about roads and the density of buildings; it is about how they interact with 
our community, particularly our creative community. There are severe deficiencies in the Directions 2031 plan 
and we see that in the microcosm of the Perth Waterfront project. Where else in the world would a government 
extol the benefits of a project in which it is not actually doing anything except digging a hole? All we have are 
would haves, could haves and maybes.  

The key attractor of the Perth Waterfront project will be an Indigenous museum, but until the government 
actually commits to that key attractor, there is no incentive for the private sector to create buildings of great 
beauty and to create activities within those buildings that will be special. Businesspeople and developers within 
my own electorate have been to talk to the East Perth Redevelopment Authority and have tried to talk to people 
within the government about its vision for the project. The government cannot tell them what attractors will be 
there. The government cannot tell them the starting date or when a cafe will be there. It cannot tell people who 
have a commitment to an office or retail space when other free activities will be there. What exactly will the 
traffic flow be and what will be the impediments to get people in there? In many ways I am actually quite 
delighted because a major developer has decided to purchase an older heritage block in Murray Street and is 
redeveloping that. But he was very, very interested in having retail space in the project if it was going to be a 
goer. I think that is what has been lacking; the government has not instilled confidence in either the general 
community or the business community that its vision from this scheme amendment will deliver a project of 
lasting significance to WA.  

When the government put out the original metropolitan region scheme amendment, the minister told the people 
of Western Australia that there would be a full debate. It ended up that the opposition had to use our time to 
enable the minister to have a chance to comment on this. The Minister for Planning was unable to detail exactly 
what the $440 million will be spent on. He kept saying that it is all there, it is all accounted for and it is all within 
the $440 million, but when we asked about the specifics to ensure that the government has solutions to the water, 
sewerage, roadworks, public transport and environmental impediments to development of The Esplanade, the 
minister was not able to provide the costings and the solutions. As the shadow Minister for Water rightly detailed 
during that debate, the government has been silent on the true costs of the expensive sewerage and water pipe 
repair work and relocations. As well as failing to commit one cent to the Indigenous cultural centre, which 
should be the main attractor of this project, there is not one cent for the cable car project. Again, it is a pretty, 
little drawing on the project plan, but there is not one cent for it. When we drilled down to other associated non-
funded non-commitments on the plan, of course, the Minister for Transport had no idea what the future train 
station development on top of the Esplanade train station precinct will be. He could not tell us whether there will 
be light rail. Clearly, if a Labor government is elected in March 2013, people from Perth will get light rail 
between East Perth and West Perth. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: When? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: If people vote for a Labor government. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: Okay, you come into government in March 2013, so when will it happen after that? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The minister has to provide the answers for this project during the election campaign. Bring on 
the election early. We will be ready the moment it is called. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: You’re making a promise, so tell us when. Is it within five years or within 100 years? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: After we are elected. This is from a minister who is trying to get details of the opposition’s 
policy—a minister who cannot tell us when the first cafe will be opened, when the first office worker will be in 
the waterfront project or when the first building will be constructed. This is because there has been an absence of 
an explanation of what the train station development on top of the Esplanade will look like. The Minister for 
Transport has no idea. Will it be a tram, will it be transit-oriented development related, will it be light rail or will 
it be the terminus for the airport line? The other great thought bubble was that people will be able to get from 
Perth Airport to the CBD by road without going through a traffic light. That was the Premier’s commitment 
made on 6PR radio. Has the minister provided any details — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Jet packs on the back. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: It may be jet packs. There may be some technology from the soon-to-be-departing Minister for 
Environment, who is a great engineer. He may have some great technology that will enable the Premier’s 
commitment to be realised, and people will be able to travel from the CBD to the airport without going through 
traffic lights. That will be so much fun in the 2013 election campaign. The government has not justified how 
rushing into this Perth Waterfront project will prove to be a good decision for the people of Western Australia.  

Future development of the train station at the western side of the Esplanade was to occur. On the eastern side, the 
other future development was to be the new Supreme Court building. Here we are right on the Perth Waterfront 
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project. A developer would be thinking, “Hello; I am going to put in an amazing cafe, because I know these 
lawyer types. There’ll be thousands of them working in the new Supreme Court building. They will be able to 
walk across Barrack Street into my cafe.” What happened last week? The Attorney General dudded the minister, 
because he announced that the Supreme Court administration will be right up on the hill behind the old Treasury 
building. The minister’s own plan that he put out, the very data that we are asked to vote on in the metropolitan 
redevelopment scheme amendment, shows the future Supreme Court building in one location, but it is not going 
to be located there any more. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: Where does it say that? Where do we say there is going to be a Supreme Court building in this 
project? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Yes. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: Where? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Right alongside it. As I explained, minister, it is not exactly what is in the 10 hectares. If a 
developer is thinking, “Okay, what sort of retail will I put here if I am going to build a tourist attractor? Will I 
have the transport, the ability to get tourists in? If I am going to do a cafe or restaurant, will I have the 400-metre 
transit-oriented development zone where other office workers will work?” It relates to not only the people within 
this 10 hectares; it is the people directly alongside. A developer is thinking, “Hello; the Supreme Court 
administration building is right next door to Barrack Street between the waterfront project, so I’m going to pay a 
premium for the waterfront site on Barrack Street that will face towards the Supreme Court because all these 
office workers will come across.” Now we discover—no, that is not going to that location. That was in the 
minister’s scheme amendment. That was on his plan. Again, it is another strong planning reason to vote for the 
disallowance of this amendment. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: You really don’t want this project to go ahead, do you? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: No, we want a waterfront project. We have said that very clearly. We just want the government 
to get the right one. This is a bad decision, and the minister knows that. Listen to the people at CityVision. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: What do you want? A little beach where you can have a few buckets and sandcastles and that is 
about it. That is about the only thing you support. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The minister knows that is wrong. Has the minister seen Max Hipkins’s proposal? 

Mr M.W. Sutherland: I’ve seen more proposals in my time on the Perth City Council than I have had hot 
breakfasts. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Gee; that’s a lot! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: We are talking millions then, member for Mount Lawley! It is good to see that the member is 
in his own seat and commenting on the CBD, too. 

There is the opportunity for the minister to reconsider this proposal. In effect, he is spending $440 million on 
digging a hole. The most contentious issue and worst decision of the minister’s waterfront project is the closure 
of Riverside Drive, and he will not start doing that until just after the March 2013 election. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: You would not change the road transport arrangements. In other words, you would leave 
Riverside Drive as it is essentially in whatever way you might do this; is that right? Is that what you are saying? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Minister, three years ago there was an election. We are not the government; you are 
government. We are saying to you — 

Mr J.H.D. Day: You’re the alternative government. You are criticising Riverside Drive being closed.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Correct! 

Mr J.H.D. Day: So are you saying you would leave it open? Is that what you are saying? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: If the minister delays this project, and he does nothing, a new Labor government will 
incorporate access along Riverside Drive. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: How? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Oh! Now the minister is getting — 

Mr J.H.D. Day: Now I am actually asking for a bit of detail. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: It is what the member for South Perth and a number of Liberals who have mysteriously gone 
scuttling out of the chamber want. The minister knows that he has been told by members on his own side—by 
his own people. The Premier is very, very concerned about the minister’s cul-de-sac-ing of Riverside Drive. The 
minister knows that it is the fatal flaw in this project. We will be telling everybody in South Perth, Morley, and 
other Liberal-held seats that this is the mob that has choked up the city and got it wrong with this bad decision. 
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Mr M.W. Sutherland: Didn’t Minister MacTiernan’s plan also cut off Riverside Drive? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: No, not at all. That is why the member needs to talk to CityVision and others because there was 
connectivity. That was five years ago. This is really alarming; the government is still spooked by Mayor 
MacTiernan—by the vision of Mayor MacTiernan. 

Mr F.A. Alban: You’re worried that she’s not here! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: We are not.  

Mr F.A. Alban: You need the help!  

Mr J.N. HYDE: No, not at all. Again, what we are not hearing from government members is their justification 
for why the house should accept these amendments and why their waterfront project is 100 per cent ridgy-didge 
correct. They know it is bad planning. They know it is a bad outcome in terms of tourism. We are not even aware 
of the project’s environmental aspects yet. The Western Australian Planning Commission’s only comment is that 
the EPA will receive a full impact analysis. We are voting today on these scheme amendments, and the EPA has 
not even done the full impact analysis. The government is making a major change in terms of water and water 
access on our Swan River, and the government has not done the impact analysis yet. Again, it is getting 
everything the wrong way round. What are the dredging impacts? What are the impacts on the Swan River’s 
water quality? What is the impact on the stormwater discharges from the Mounts Bay main drain and the 
associated catchments? What about the acid sulfate soil and contamination? What about the displacement of 
marine fauna? Let us look at the concerns of the History Council of WA. The minister knows he has had 
representations from that body regarding its great concerns about what we are doing in Bunbury. Again, we 
agreed to the two very sensible scheme amendments there, but to the minister’s credit, he withdrew the third 
contentious scheme amendment on the Bunbury waterfront after the opposition pointed it out to the minister and 
lobbied very effectively. The Bunbury community said to us as an opposition, “Stop the Barnett government 
from making this bad decision!” The minister has withdrawn that scheme amendment. Do the people of Perth 
not deserve the same courtesy? Will the minister not give credit to the people of Perth who have mounted 
logical, sensible arguments about why this scheme amendment is wrong? No; he just does what the country party 
tells him and withdraws a scheme amendment in Bunbury. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: You are obviously captured by those who want nothing to change in Perth and who want it to 
stay in the 1950s. This is where the alternative government, the opposition of Western Australia, currently is. 
That is what you are making very clear. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: No; the minister is attempting to verbal me again. The minister has not read what has been put 
to him by the opposition and by CityVision. It is not about no development; it is about proper development. In 
order to have proper development, information on the various aspects needs to be fully disclosed. The minister 
has not addressed the heritage aspects of The Esplanade. The Heritage Council still has not made a decision, so 
the minister is bashing through this amendment with no analysis by the Environmental Protection Authority or 
the Heritage Council. We have revealed the minister’s solution for state heritage–listed Florence Hummerston 
house: he does not know where he is going to put it, but he knows it is of state significance, so he is going to 
delicately take it down brick by brick, floorboard by floorboard, cornice by cornice and wrought-iron piece by 
wrought-iron piece. The minister will have to bring in as a consultant the member for Swan Hills, who is an 
expert in sensitive heritage demolition and relocation, so that he gets it right. Of course, because of a conflict of 
interest, the minister will not be able to use the member for Swan Hills, so the other people in town will fleece 
the minister on this one. But the minister will not tell us what the costs will be to relocate Florence Hummerston 
house, where it will be located or what his vision for it is. More importantly, there are also the heritage aspects of 
open space, yet the minister is making this decision without a full and proper analysis by the Heritage Council. 
The minister will probably join me in my electorate in a couple of weeks at the West Australian Symphony 
Orchestra concert under the stars on The Esplanade. If we want to go there in a couple of years, we will have to 
take snorkels and flippers! It could be the Dubai option. We will have a symphony under the water in the 
aquarium. It is being billed, quite rightly, as the last opportunity for the WASO under the stars. That is a great 
value-adding cultural heritage activity, and it is available to the people of Perth because we have that public open 
space. The Esplanade was used for the Armistice Day celebrations in 1819 and the gathering two centuries ago 
for those people who went off to the Boer War. Of course, significantly, it was the original spot from where 
Captain Stirling and others proceeded up the hill for the tree-chopping ceremony. There are tremendous heritage 
associations with this space. The Department of Sport and Recreation made very strong representation in the 
submission on the scheme amendment about losing that space and commented that it is important for public 
recreation and sport. The minister has not addressed those issues. We will lose many of the iconic Moreton Bay 
figs that have been growing on that reserve since the 1880s. Will they be relocated or will they just be removed? 
The minister has not been able to give us those details.  

Again, the heritage aspects concern not only this 10.8 hectare site. We have the Lawson Apartments, one of the 
major remaining heritage residential buildings in the CBD, which is also on the cusp of the waterfront. What are 
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the minister’s plans? He will put up a giant WA Salvage building in front of it. He will destroy the heritage 
context of the Lawson Apartments and the other heritage buildings in that precinct. That is why the 
government’s Perth Waterfront project is wrong and that is why Parliament should vote against this amendment. 

We want to enable time for this debate. I am happy to stay here until midnight at least to enable not only the 
many speakers on our side, but also members such as the member for South Perth and other members of the 
government to justify their support for not only this scheme amendment, but also the Perth Waterfront project 
and the closure of Riverside Drive. It is very important. Let us call on the Independents to show that they are 
independent. This is not an issue about supply for the government. The government will still be the government 
tomorrow if this Parliament exercises its strong democratic right to vote against this bad scheme amendment. Let 
us see whether all the Independents can include the future of Perth in their thinking and make it a priority for 
them and vote with the loyal opposition to disallow this amendment. 

The minister is—I seek a non-unparliamentary word—a little non-committal about how he will get from the 
$270 million cost, which he announced on 22 May, to $440 million, which we know is the true commitment of 
taxpayers’ money. He keeps saying that the difference will be recouped, but he will not tell us how it will be 
recouped. Again, it goes back to the core issue of the waterfront project: why will the private sector invest that 
missing $170 million if it does not truly know what will be the return on its investment? We know that this is 
probably going to be the most expensive land that a developer has ever been called on to purchase in Perth. We 
know that because the minister is trying to load on to the developer the very expensive liability for building on 
former river land and for building on land that may have many environmental hazards, including not only 
poisons, but also other environmental hazards, because it was, in effect, the CBD’s rubbish tip at one stage. The 
minister is saying to the private sector, “We need you to fix the $170 million budget black hole on this project. 
We are going to give you no guarantees on the stability, health or environment of the land that you are building 
on, and we are giving you no guarantees on what public infrastructure will be in there. Yes, we will have an 
Indigenous cultural museum, but we will not actually build it or commit a cent to it until you build your office or 
residential buildings.” Major developments by the private sector are currently happening with the Perth Link 
project—son of Northbridge Link—and in the areas that the East Perth Redevelopment Authority formerly 
controlled in East Perth for the waterside project. Again, the minister has only announced the initial four hectares 
of the waterside project. We still do not know what is happening with Gloucester Park, but we know it will 
require massive private investment for it to work. The Minister for Lands cannot tell me how many blocks of 
land the government owns in my own electorate of Perth—the central business district. The government is sitting 
on a mountain of undeveloped land in the inner city. Some of this has been rolled into Treasury, and Building 
Management and Works, but much of it still sits with individual government departments. There is a massive 
underutilisation of state assets, yet the minister believes that he will go to the private sector, and it will pay above 
top dollar to invest in the waterfront. If this is prime real estate and if this waterfront project will be a key 
gateway to Perth, we will have exciting architecture. Exciting architecture is very expensive.  

Mr A.P. Jacob: Not necessarily.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: This is the voice of the Grollo family in Melbourne; with his very trite analysis of their true 
costs of building there.  

Mr J.H.D. Day: What are you insinuating in that?  

Mr J.N. HYDE: During the debate last time he tried to make the point that the Grollo building was cheaper than 
the Perth Arena.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: That is because he does not pay tax!  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Yes, among other things. It is a very simplistic argument. 

This government is not offering those sorts of benefits. As this side of the house has explained, the government 
cannot commit to the first cafe or the first apartment; it will have to put its hands in its pocket to make this one 
fly. The government has to be up-front with the people of Western Australia about these financial commitments.  

Let us go back to Riverside Drive, because that is the key argument here. It is the argument the member for 
South Perth and many other Liberal Party members have identified. The Premier himself has been the key 
problem with the project. I put questions on notice to the Minister for Transport regarding his department’s 
submission to the scheme amendments we are voting on today. This is the answer the Minister for Transport 
provided — 

The Department of Transport’s submission did not identify traffic as a significant issue for the project. 
It focussed on the growth in inner city traffic due to the City of Perth experiencing one of the most 
transformative periods in its development history. 

Let us not worry about what is happening on the waterfront project, but gee whiz, let us look at what is 
happening around this area in the City of Perth. There has been mammoth growth in inner city traffic. A 
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reasonable person could not argue that what the Minister for Planning proposes, in cutting off Riverside Drive, 
will exacerbate inner city traffic problems. The member for South Perth very fairly articulated the problems for 
residents in his area and how it will impact there. Members for Cannington and Victoria Park, and down that 
corridor, who use Riverside Drive —  

Mr J.H.D. Day: You know there will still be a through route! It is simply a diversion of traffic. The road will be 
effectively rerouted. There will still be a through route. Do you actually understand that?  

Mr J.N. HYDE: If the minister looks at what he calls a through route, there are a number of doglegs, right-hand 
turns and traffic lights. If the Premier thinks that will be part of his route into the city, the number of traffic lights 
there will be almost in the league of the member for Mount Lawley’s hot breakfasts in terms of number! The 
minister knows that. His plan means that what is left of Riverside Drive, as it doglegs through Mounts Bay Road, 
will also now be a two-way road! Not only will we lose four lanes of traffic along Riverside Drive, it will now be 
shared in two lanes going both ways, plus Transperth still has not made up its mind whether it will bring all 
buses along the Riverside connector into the bus station from there, or whether it might go along Mounts Bay 
Road. Clearly, there are impacts in creating dedicated bus rapid transit services and there clearly will be issues 
for the 60 000 to 70 000 people a day who use Riverside Drive. The minister says, “Look, it’s going to take 
30 minutes longer and you’re going to go through 27 doglegs and 54 traffic lights — 

Mr J.H.D. Day: So you are the shadow Minister for Planning in the alternative government. The election is just 
over a year away—what would you do? How would you handle it?  

Mr J.N. HYDE: I will be delighted next year, when government time is provided, to articulate our plan and 
vision.  

Mr J.H.D. Day: You have government time now; why don’t you make a start! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: We have government time today! All your mob over here are saying, “Hurry up; we want to go 
off for the crayfish and drinks with the media.”  

Mr R.F. Johnson: That is untrue.  

Mr J.H.D. Day: You have 23 minutes. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: I have said that I am prepared to stay here until midnight.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: We will stay here as long as we can, I assure you! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: I will be here until midnight. We should not be voting on this today. The Minister for Planning 
is smart enough to know that he should take the time over the summer to get this right. Today we are debating 
the scheme amendments.  

Mr J.H.D. Day: Tell us what you would do. You want to disallow this scheme amendment. You are effectively 
opposing the whole project. You don’t like the traffic arrangement. What would you do?  

Mr J.N. HYDE: The minister knows very well we are debating disallowance. I do not want to have a point of 
order from the member for Ocean Reef on relevance because I am articulating the greatest planning vision this 
state has ever seen when it would not be relevant to this debate because we are debating scheme amendments.  

Mr J.H.D. Day: It would be relevant, but highly unlikely we will get it! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Next year, if the Leader of the House is still the leader, he can provide me the time to 
articulate —  

Mr R.F. Johnson: I will still be the Leader of the House. I wonder if you will still be the shadow planning 
minister!  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Will I? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: I wonder. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Okay; very good.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: After this performance, I would not think so.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Oh really! That is good.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: He is contemplating matters of competence and responsibility at the moment—I wonder why!  

Mr R.F. Johnson: I am contemplating the incompetence from members on the other side!  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Incompetence—the opposition has done its job, it has listened to stakeholders, it has listened to 
the people who understand planning, it has listened to the people of Perth who understand heritage, it has 
listened to the people of Perth who understand the environment, it has listened to the people of Perth who value 
making a waterfront project the best possible project it can be, and we discover we have a government that is 
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forging ahead with a bad decision, and it still has not got the analysis from the Environmental Protection 
Authority.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Did you not say the same thing about the Northbridge tunnel? I saw you at the end of the 
tunnel demonstrating. You should go and tell the motorists out there now that you were opposed to it! You 
would not have the guts to.  

Mr J.H.D. Day: They completely opposed the tunnel! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Isn’t this interesting! They do not want to discuss — 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman): Only the member for Perth has the call. Interjections are 
unparliamentary; I ask that he be heard in silence.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: I am very keen to discuss this. It is very telling that the minister keeps throwing up diversions. 
He does not want to discuss the issue in this disallowance motion. The issue is: the minister has made a dud 
decision, this is a dud proposal, and members of the government should support this disallowance. I want to sit 
down in a minute and give other members the chance to speak. I want to hear from Liberal Party members. I do 
not want them to prattle on about the Liberal Party’s visionary planning policies for the next state election or to 
talk about ancient history, unless it pertains to artefacts within the Perth Waterfront project. I have maintained 
relevance. I have kept to the topic. We want members of the government to speak on the relevant issues of this 
terribly, terribly bad planning — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: It is your motion; we won’t be spending a lot of time on your motion.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Well, you have provided government time for it. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: We have.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: And you should be providing time for your ministerial colleague so that he can do the proper 
homework over the summer and then bringing the matter back for us to debate on the first day of sitting next 
February. Let us do it properly when we have the Environmental Protection Authority’s analysis and the 
Heritage Council’s legal analysis. The government legally has to get this advice from its agencies and it has not 
done so. We need the information from the Department of Transport. We need the accurate traffic modelling. 
We need to know whether or not the Public Transport Authority is putting buses down this link, that link, this 
road or the other. Where is the future train station going to be? What are the starting dates for the Indigenous 
cultural museum? What are all the other attributes that make these four scheme amendments into a waterfront 
project? That is what the minister has failed to do. That is what the Barnett government has done with this very 
bad decision, in a government that is rife with bad decisions.  

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [12.11 pm]: It is 1 December and we are moving 
into the silly season. The opposition is obviously seeking to kick things off with great enthusiasm!  

What we are debating here is a disallowance of the metropolitan region scheme amendment that is proposed to 
facilitate the Perth Waterfront development. The disallowance has been moved by the opposition. What the 
opposition is saying in effect is that it is not supportive of this project. Some weasel words were used about 
supporting a project, but the scale, concept or details of such an alternative project would at best be absolutely 
minimal. I really do not think that anybody could form a view that the opposition has thought through this issue 
to any reasonable conclusion or in any detail whatsoever. Presumably this motion is supported by the opposition 
as a whole—is that correct?  

Mr J.N. Hyde: Yes; I have said that already. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The opposition—the alternative government of this state—is opposing the Perth Waterfront 
development. That has been made very clear.  

Mr J.N. Hyde: We are seeking to disallow the scheme amendments. You know that very well. It is your bad 
project. Come back with a good one.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Let us look at what this scheme amendment actually does—the process and the decision that 
the opposition is saying should not happen. What is actually happening is that the metropolitan region scheme is 
being amended to facilitate the Perth Waterfront project. In particular, it affects approximately 19.75 hectares of 
land and waters currently within the metropolitan region scheme, including 6.147 hectares of parks and 
recreation reservation, 8.454 hectares of waterways reservation, 2.278 hectares of primary regional roads 
reservation and 2.866 hectares of other regional roads reservation. The amendment proposes that these areas be 
rezoned to public purposes (special use) reservation, which would enable the development of the nature that has 
been detailed quite extensively in the public arena and in Parliament and would facilitate a project that has been 
talked about in one form or another for at least 30 years.  

It is worth noting that in early 2008, the then government put out a concept for a development on the Perth 
waterfront in the same location. It was one that attracted quite a lot of attention and comment. Many people had 
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the view that it was excessive in terms of its scale and density right on the waterfront. It was sometimes known 
as “Dubai on Swan”. We came into government in September 2008 and had the view that the proposal needed to 
be modified, but, essentially, in terms of what is broadly happening, what is being proposed and is actually being 
committed to by this government, and for which the major construction aspects will commence around April 
2012, will in essence achieve much the same thing as was proposed by the previous Labor government.  

One point made by the member for Perth related to Riverside Drive and the road traffic arrangements. It is the 
case that at some stage Riverside Drive essentially will be rerouted around Barrack Street and then across The 
Esplanade and down William Street. There will still be a through route available to road traffic. Obviously it will 
not follow the exact same route as at the moment. It will also presumably take a little longer for people who want 
to travel that particular route once the changes are made. However, it needs to be remembered that the Graham 
Farmer Freeway and the tunnel were constructed by the previous coalition government in the late 1990s for the 
purpose of taking traffic volume away from Riverside Drive through the freeway and the tunnel. The tunnel has 
been very effective in doing that. It is heavily used and strongly supported by the public. It is worth remembering 
that the then opposition as a whole, including the current member for Perth and the then opposition spokesperson 
for planning who became Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, were very negative about the tunnel project 
that was being undertaken by the previous coalition government. Similar to the waterfront project, from my 
recollection the opposition did everything it could to undermine, oppose and reflect a very negative view about 
the tunnel project. Do we hear any of those sorts of sentiments coming from the opposition now? Does the 
member for Perth believe that the Northbridge tunnel and the Graham Farmer Freeway should not have been 
constructed?  

Mr J.N. Hyde: Relevance, minister; I don’t want to interject.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The silence is deafening. 

Mr M. McGowan: He’s got you; relevance!  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: We are talking about planning arrangements and traffic management in Perth, and particularly 
traffic management along Riverside Drive. The Graham Farmer Freeway is directly relevant to that. However, 
the silence from the member for Perth in response to that question is very notable. I am sure that once this 
project has been constructed by this government and in future years—five or 10 years from now—there will be 
exactly the same view as there now is about the Graham Farmer Freeway and the tunnel; namely, that all of the 
naysayers, opponents and negative comments from the opposition will have faded into history. Indeed, they will 
be considered irrelevant because we will have an exciting, vibrant and very high quality development that will 
better connect the Perth CBD with the magnificent Swan River, ensuring a much better engagement between the 
two than we have at the moment. I refer to the concept plan put out by the previous government in early 2008. 
Guess what? Riverside Drive was going to be rerouted to the north of the project that was being planned by the 
then government, so the traffic would have needed to travel around to the north and then down William Street, 
similar to what is being proposed at the moment. Indeed, I quote from an article in The West Australian on 
14 February 2008 in which it was stated — 

Barrack and William streets will be extended down to the foreshore and traffic on Riverside Drive will 
be diverted behind the development. Supreme Court Gardens will be expanded towards Perth Concert 
Hall. 

That was the intention of the previous Labor government, the previous Premier, Alan Carpenter — 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Not here. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: — the previous Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, Alannah MacTiernan — 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Not here. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: — and presumably supported by the member for Perth, who is still here! Is that the case, 
member for Perth? Were you supportive of the then Labor government’s proposal? 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Minister, do I have to call a point of order for relevance? You are again dealing with ancient 
history. Deal with these amendments.  

Mr M. McGowan: He’s got you there! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The only thing that it would be appropriate for the member for Perth to call a point of order on 
is embarrassment of himself. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Which standing order is that? There is no such standing order. See—you don’t even know your 
standing orders. Come on, you are better than this, minister. 

Mr M. McGowan: Which standing order is that? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: It is probably one that should be developed to protect people like the member for Perth from 
completely digging a hole for themselves.  
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Mr J.N. Hyde: You’re the one digging the hole, and that is the problem! 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Let us go through some of the other comments of the member for Perth. Talking about digging 
a hole, he did in fact say—if I recall correctly—that we as a government are not doing anything except digging a 
hole. That is what the member for Perth said. He clearly does not understand or does not want to understand 
what this project is actually all about. An inlet will be created from the Swan River extending closer to the Perth 
central business district, reflecting the original foreshore river line prior to the changes that were made in the 
early part of the twentieth century. Some very high quality and active public spaces will be created for people 
who work in the area, live in the area, live in Perth more widely and live in Western Australia more widely, and 
for visitors to Western Australia to actually enjoy and recreate in. They will be able to enjoy the river, have a 
coffee, have a meal, walk around the area, take their children to play in the playground and all those sorts of 
things. That is the reality of what is being created by this project the opposition disparages and strongly opposes. 

I want to go through a bit more of the process in relation to the metropolitan region scheme amendment that the 
house is considering and will vote on today. When it came to office, the government committed to the delivery 
of the Perth Waterfront project—not only planning for it and putting out concept plans and glossy pictures and 
making announcements, as was so much the wont of the previous Labor government in relation to a range of 
projects, but also the completion and delivery of the project. In August 2009, the government requested that the 
Western Australian Planning Commission and the Department of Planning assume lead agency responsibilities. 
The Planning Commission and the department have prepared a revised master plan under the oversight of the 
Perth waterfront ministerial task force, chaired by Stuart Hicks, the chairman of the East Perth Redevelopment 
Authority Board. The master plan was released by the Premier and me in December 2009 and was followed by a 
submission to cabinet of a project business case for consideration in March 2010. In June 2010, cabinet 
requested the Planning Commission and the Department of Planning to further progress the detailed planning, 
the design and the statutory approvals necessary for commencement of the project construction in 2012. Cabinet 
further noted that EPRA would work closely with the Planning Commission and the Department of Planning on 
the expectation that responsibility for the implementation of the project would transfer to the Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Authority, which will be established from 1 January next.  

The metropolitan region scheme amendment was then advertised for public submission from 22 February 2011 
to 27 May 2011. During that public comment period, 56 submissions were received, of which 26 were in support 
of the amendment subject to conditions, 20 objected to the amendment and 10, mostly from state government 
agencies, contained neutral comments, non-objections or general comments on the amendment. Of all these 
submissions, 13 were supported by a hearing that was held by the relevant committee of the Planning 
Commission on 28 July and 2 August this year. It has been an open, transparent and accountable process. Not all 
may agree with the outcome; that is the case with many, if not most, planning scheme amendments in this state. 
There is the ability for members of the public to make comment about planning scheme amendments and in 
some cases people propose amendments. In some cases objections are upheld and scheme amendments do not go 
ahead or modifications are made; in other cases, the objections are seriously considered and listened to but not 
necessarily agreed to or considered to be valid. An open and accountable and transparent process has applied to 
this MRS amendment, particularly given that it is regarded as a major amendment to the metropolitan region 
scheme. No-one can say that this has been rushed through or done in an ill-considered way or without due 
thought and consideration. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: But you have really agreed to only one of the 70 submissions—where you made the change with 
the Department of Transport and the scheme alignment. So you have really ignored 69 submissions. You can — 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: And what is the member’s point? 

Mr J.N. Hyde: The point is you are saying, “Look, we are being transparent and we’ve had all these 
submissions”, but you haven’t listened to them. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Incorrect. The submissions have not been ignored, as the member for Perth has just suggested. 
If he were to read the report of submissions, which I can certainly commend to him, he will see that the 
submissions are summarised and analysed and responded to by the Planning Commission. That is the process 
and if the member understands — 

Mr J.N. Hyde: You are just not going to do what 69 of 70 say you should do. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Well, is that how the member for Perth would handle the planning system in this state? Would 
the member try to agree to every submission? Would he try to please absolutely everybody, even if they were 
arguing absolutely opposite points? Is that how the member for Perth would handle the planning system in this 
state? 

Mr J.N. Hyde: It is called consultation. We are in the twenty-first century. You guys don’t get it. You don’t get 
consultation!  
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Mr J.H.D. DAY: You are a joke! I mean, if the alternative planning minister in this state is saying that he would 
deal with planning scheme amendments and the administration of land use approvals in this state under the 
Planning and Development Act by responding positively to every comment and every submission made, he is 
living absolutely in another world. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: The only submission you have listened to is the one from the member for Mount Lawley about 
the Coolbinia covenants. You came in here all hairy-chested saying how stupid it was and that you were going to 
get rid of it and then you were called under by the member for Mount Lawley and had to kowtow, didn’t you? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Objections are — 

Mr M. McGowan: I saw that!  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I am about to give an informed response. Objections are listened to and, as I just made the 
point, sometimes they are agreed to. And sometimes scheme amendment recommendations are made by the 
Planning Commission but are not agreed to by me or are, to some extent, modified. That is not a very common 
occurrence, but sometimes when very good arguments are made by a particular proponent or by objectors—
whatever the case may be—changes are made in the final decision. That never happens lightly. It never happens 
without very careful consideration. But a very thorough and well-considered process is applied to planning 
scheme amendments because the effect of amendments—in other words, what is proved to happen on a 
particular area of land—obviously can be far reaching and usually have permanent consequences for a particular 
locality, and in some cases impact significantly on people who are either living on or for some reason using the 
land adjacent to the area under consideration. The concerns that were raised in the submissions that were lodged 
as part of the scheme amendment process have been considered, and they have been responded to—as I detailed 
to some extent in the debate that we had on this issue a few weeks ago; and the opposition has not raised 
anything of any greater substance today than it did then.  

I recommend that anybody who wants further information about the response from the Western Australian 
Planning Commission read its report on submissions, which has been tabled by me. For example, the Western 
Australian Planning Commission report on submissions states, with regard to submission 44, Department of 
Transport, that the department said in its submission — 

The proposed MRS boundaries are not consistent and logical with the proposed layout of the road 
network. The boundaries that are proposed across the freeway ramps do not coincide with any logical 
demarcation line. The boundary also has some diagonal alignments on the northern end where it 
approximates William Street. The northern boundary parallel to The Esplanade is a considerable 
distance from same. This aligns with the special uses area that currently exists.  

That was considered by the Planning Commission to be a valid issue, following due consideration and analysis 
by Department of Planning officers and the Planning Commission. The report on submissions goes on to provide 
the following response to the Department of Transport’s submission — 

The comments provided by the Department of Transport are noted.  

Further discussion has occurred with the Department of Transport to determine the appropriate 
alignment of the western boundary of the proposed MRS amendment. This discussion has focussed on 
the need for the road network entering into the Perth Waterfront precinct to reflect a city environment, 
while also accommodating regional transport objectives.  

It goes on further to say — 

Given the above considerations, the Committee recommends that the western boundary of the 
amendment should be modified to a position immediately east of the proposed Bus Port intersection and 
west of the future indicative development site (south of the Esplanade Train Station). The Committee 
considers that the modification to the amendment represents only a minor change and will enable both 
the city planning and regional transport planning requirements to be better coordinated. 

Therefore, the amendment as tabled by me is slightly different from what was originally put out for public 
comment, because the Planning Commission has taken into account the valid concerns that were raised as part of 
the process. 

To finish off with my explanation in relation to the process, the Planning Commission adopted the report, which 
I have tabled, on 14 September this year. The amendment was considered by cabinet on 3 October this year, and 
then by the Governor on 4 October this year. I tabled the MRS amendment in the Legislative Assembly, and it 
was also tabled in the Legislative Council, on 18 October this year. Close to the expiry of the allowable time for 
a disallowance motion to be moved, the opposition has come in, at the last moment, almost, and moved a 
disallowance motion for, in my view, very flimsy reasons.  
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A lot of the argument put by the member for Perth centred around Riverside Drive and the fact that there will be 
a change to the way traffic is routed through that part of Perth. As I have explained, there will still be a through 
route. Traffic will be deviated around Barrack Street and The Esplanade, and then William Street. I believe that 
is a very small price to pay for what will be a very effective and high quality, and I think very broadly publicly 
supported, development on the Perth waterfront. Under this MRS amendment it would also be possible for a 
future government to install a tunnel to take traffic from Riverside Drive—from east to west, or vice versa—if it 
made a decision to do that. I do not think that installing a tunnel would be good value for money, and it would be 
very difficult to see that a future government would make a decision to do that, but technically that would be 
possible.  

Given the negative comments, and the comments essentially of opposition to this project that we are getting from 
the alternative government of this state, it would be interesting to know whether there has been any serious 
conversation with the City of Perth about this project, and with the Lord Mayor of the City of Perth in particular. 
All of my understanding, both from direct conversations, and from what I see reported, is that the City of Perth 
and the Lord Mayor in particular are very, very supportive of this project and want it to happen. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Are you going to give them all the money they want for the compensation for the Florence 
Hummerston building, for The Conservatory and for the WASO building? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Compensation for the WASO building? What is the member talking about?  

Mr J.N. Hyde: For that building on The Esplanade.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: That is not compensation for this project. There is a proposal for the WA Symphony Orchestra 
to have a headquarters near the Perth Concert Hall, but that has nothing to do with this project.  

Mr J.N. Hyde: No, no, no; for Symphony Under the Stars. 

Mr M.W. Sutherland: That is run by the City of Perth, not WASO.   

Mr J.N. Hyde: Yes, exactly, and the City of Perth wants compensation, former deputy mayor, for that building, 
which will now be dug up and be under water. You know that they have asked you for compensation.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: No, I do not, actually. Where have they said that they want some financial compensation for 
this project? Where have they said that?  

Mr J.N. Hyde: So you have not been talking to the Lord Mayor, then! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Where have they said that? 

Mr J.N. Hyde: We debated it last time, and you seemed to indicate you understood. Okay. Well, I will be 
straight on the phone to the Lord Mayor — 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: It is not the City of Perth that is seeking compensation for the Chinese restaurant in the 
Florence Hummerston building. There is certainly a private business operator in the Florence Hummerston 
building with whom conversations are occurring—negotiations as I understand it are occurring—in relation to 
the cessation of the lease that that business has in that building. But that is not the City of Perth. I just do not 
think the member understands what is going on. 

The opposition is very much putting itself at odds with the City of Perth, and the Lord Mayor in particular, in 
relation to its opposition to this project. The Lord Mayor of the City of Perth is very keen for this project to get 
under way. She understands and is very much an advocate for revitalisation and high quality development in the 
Perth central business district, as is the state government of Western Australia—clearly unlike the opposition.  

The member for Perth also said that the business community does not support this project. I would like to know 
where that comes from. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: How many have signed up to it? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Signed up? 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Yes. How many firm commitments from developers have you got? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: There has not actually been the opportunity for developers, for proponents —  

Mr J.N. Hyde: I rest my case! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: — to sign up, as the member puts it, so far. That process has not started off. It has started off 
for the Perth City Link project — 

Mr J.N. Hyde: So you have not done a feasibility study? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: There has certainly been a business case prepared. If the member wants me to table it, I do not 
intend to. He can request that through the FOI process. 
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Mr J.N. Hyde: No, through the Auditor General. You have just refused to do that, so you are going to have to 
tell the Auditor General why you are not providing it to Parliament. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: This project was such a good idea and worthy of so many glossy pictures and announcements 
when the former Labor government was in office, was it not? But now all of a sudden it is a project that should 
not be proceeded with! Is that what the member is saying?  

Several members interjected.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: They put up signs and they announced things! They put out media statements and they had 
media events. They had glossy advertisements in newspapers and magazines. They had very pretty 
advertisements on television and so on. That is what they did. They announced things. They spent a lot of money 
on advertising. But actually doing things was another matter. 

Mr P. Papalia: So you have never ridden on the Mandurah railway? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The Mandurah railway project was actually started by the previous coalition government. 

Several members interjected.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: It is a matter of fact that the previous coalition government commenced the Perth–Mandurah 
rail project. I well remember sitting in cabinet at the time when the project was being discussed, and there was a 
financial allocation to the project to start it off. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: It is also true that the particular route that would have been followed by the previous coalition 
government is different from what the former Labor government put in place; that is true—I acknowledge that. 
But the project was started off, and an allocation was made by the previous coalition government.  

Several members interjected.  

THE ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman): Members, there is only one person who has the call, and 
that is the person I would like to hear—nobody else. So, minister, if I could hear you, please.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: In relation to the business community, I repeat a quote I mentioned in this place in question 
time on Tuesday from the property section of an edition of The West Australian a couple of weeks ago. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Tedious repetition. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Well, it might just be rubbing it in for the member for Perth just a little bit too much — 

Mr J.N. Hyde: No; you have to read from the newspaper! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: — because he has said that the business community does not support this project.  

Mr J.N. Hyde: Table the business case! Don’t read from the paper!  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: No; have a listen to what one senior member of the property industry —  

Mr J.N. Hyde: I want to see the business case, where they’ve got to stump up the pennies! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The member for Perth does not want to hear it.  

This is what Mr Paul Craig, managing director of Savills, had to say — 

Bring on the Waterfront, bring on the City Link — they will be great for Perth … 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Wow! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: To quote Mr Kevin George from Jones Lang LaSalle’s leasing section — 

The demand from resource and resource-related tenants continues to drive vacancy down and rents up 
in the Perth CBD.  

There is clearly support from the property industry for this project to go ahead. 

The member for Perth also made reference to the view of the Premier. I can tell the member for Perth that the 
Premier is very, very keen for this project to get underway. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: He said he’d resign if you hadn’t built it by March next year—remember? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: That maybe demonstrates to the member that he is very keen for this project to get underway. 
There is very much an alignment of views in relation to this project, I can assure the member.  

In relation to the information the member was talking about—detailed transport studies and so on—some 
detailed information is available on the website for this project. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: No, you know that that’s not good enough.  
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Mr J.H.D. DAY: I think I have tabled it in Parliament, but that information is available on the website for 
everybody to see.  

The case has certainly not been made by the opposition that this metropolitan region scheme amendment should 
be disallowed; to the contrary, it should be very much supported by this house. Most people in the community 
actually want to see this project delivered. This government is actually delivering it, and as indicated by this 
MRS amendment, we are keen to get on with the project. A lot of detailed planning and design work, and the 
approvals process, is underway. I put on record my and the government’s appreciation to all officers of the 
Department of Planning, who have been putting a great deal of hard work into this project. Mr Glen Finn, the 
director general Eric Lumsden, other officers of the Department of Planning, and many other staff as well, have 
been working very hard to ensure that the government’s policy of ensuring that this project is actually delivered 
is realised. The motion is very much opposed by the government.  

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (20) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr W.J. Johnston Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr P. Papalia Mr A.J. Waddell 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mrs C.A. Martin Mr E.S. Ripper Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr M.P. Murray Mr T.G. Stephens Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 

Noes (26) 

Mr F.A. Alban Mr J.H.D. Day Mr R.F. Johnson Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.M. Francis Mr A. Krsticevic Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr I.M. Britza Mr B.J. Grylls Mr W.R. Marmion Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Mr P.T. Miles Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr A.J. Simpson (Teller) 
Dr E. Constable Mr A.P. Jacob Dr M.D. Nahan  
Mr M.J. Cowper Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr C.C. Porter  

            

Pairs 

 Ms R. Saffioti Mr C.J. Barnett 
 Mr P.C. Tinley Mr J.J.M. Bowler 
 Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr P. Abetz 
 Mr B.S. Wyatt Mr J.E. McGrath 

Question thus negatived. 

RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES AMENDMENT BILL 2011 

Council’s Amendments — Consideration in Detail 

The following amendments made by the Council now considered — 

No 1 

Page 17, line 26 — To insert after “practicable” — 

, and in any event within 14 days, 

No 2 

Page 19, line 1 — To insert after “refused,” — 

and within seven days of the decision to refuse the option, 

No 3 

Page 63, lines 1 to 4 — To delete the lines and substitute — 

(7) In section 79(5): 

(a) delete “an owner” and insert: 

a lessor 

(b) delete “he” (each occurrence) and insert: 

the lessor 

(c) delete “the owner” (second occurrence) and insert: 

the lessor 

No 4 

Page 95, before line 1, the Table the 8th row the first column — To delete “s. 79(5)”. 
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No 5 

Page 120, after line 10 — To insert — 

(c) if the person — 

(i) was a minor as defined in section 59A(1) when the information was listed in 
the database; and 

(ii) reaches 18 years of age before the end of the 3 year period mentioned in 
paragraph (a), the period ending when the person reaches 18 years of age. 

Leave granted for the amendments to be considered together. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I move — 

That the amendments made by the Council be agreed to.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: We are in agreement with that, but I will say that we stand by the amendments we put to 
the chamber in the earlier debate in relation to the protection of children and people with disabilities, and also 
ensuring that women who suffer from domestic violence are protected, and we think the government should have 
agreed with those.  

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendments agreed to. 

The Council acquainted accordingly.  

Business of the House — Statement by Leader of the House 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [12.49 pm]: Just looking at the clock, I want people in 
this chamber to confirm that it is about 30 seconds until time for 90-second statements. I am looking around the 
chamber to see whether people agree with me. Under standing orders, we have to get to 10 minutes to one before 
we can take 90-second statements—and we are there! 

POLICE BRAVERY AND CONDUCT AWARDS 

Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.50 pm]: This week I attended the WA Commissioner of Police’s awards 
for bravery and conduct. This is a salutary reminder that many officers in Western Australia Police go above and 
beyond. This week alone, off-duty officer Detective Sergeant Raelene Longden put herself at risk by climbing 
onto electrified train tracks to stop the blood flow from a 34-year-old father’s severed leg after he fell under a 
train at Edgewater train station. 

I extend my congratulations to the winner of the Commissioner’s Cross for bravery and conduct, Senior 
Constable Lee Watson. Special commendations were given to Senior Constables David Johnston, Spencer 
Tebbutt and Shane Clark, and to Sergeants Daniel Richmond and Robert Steers. Commissioner’s medals of 
excellence were awarded to Senior Sergeant David Brierley, Detective Sergeant Rhonda Copeland, Detective 
Sergeant John Hindriksen, Senior Sergeant Larry Parker, Senior Sergeant (Brevet) Neville Ripp and unsworn 
recipient Ross Simpson. I make special mention of medal recipient Sergeant Don Emanuel-Smith who was also 
recently honoured by receiving the 2011 Police Officer of the Year Award. Having seen Don’s work firsthand, I 
know that both awards are well deserved. He is stationed with west metropolitan community policing and 
demonstrates a strong and professional commitment to improving communication, trust and understanding 
between police and culturally and linguistically diverse communities. Colleague Inspector Kylie Whiteley noted 
that Sergeant Emanuel-Smith undertakes his role with great passion and enthusiasm and has forgone promotion 
and other job opportunities to remain in his role due to his strong beliefs in community and diversity. He 
receives constant accolades for the job he does.  

All these officers are great role models to their peers and deserve our thanks and appreciation. 

VOLUNTEERS — GOVERNMENT HOUSE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT EVENT 

Statement by Member for Scarborough 

MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.51 pm]: This Sunday we will celebrate 
and acknowledge the efforts of some of our outstanding community volunteers in the beautiful gardens of 
Government House in the company of the Governor of Western Australia, Malcolm McCusker; Mrs Tonya 
McCusker; the Premier, Hon Colin Barnett, MLA; and the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering, Hon Robyn 
McSweeney, MLC.  

Schools and clubs from my community have nominated outstanding volunteers for recognition at this event. 
Yuluma Primary School nominated Alan Everitt in recognition of his efforts in running the school’s breakfast 
club. This project allows students to settle into their day with a nourishing breakfast and receive some emotional 
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and social support prior to launching into the disciplined school environment. Fiona and David Irwin were 
nominated by Newborough Primary School. The Irwins have been on the parents and citizens association since 
the first of their three boys started school. Their efforts in organising fundraising and community-building events 
have been extraordinary and most recently resulted in a hugely successful fete. In 90 seconds I do not have 
enough time to outline the tremendous efforts of my other guests. However, I place on the record my 
appreciation of the efforts of Anni Flatman, Jennifer Lovell and Ivy Higgs from Scarborough Sportsmen’s Club; 
Steve Robinson from Woodlands Primary School; Paul Roberts from Holy Rosary School; Gloria McBride from 
Trigg Island Surf Life Saving Club; Brian Jackson from Scarboro Surf Life Saving Club; Missy Rogers from 
West Stirling Neighbourhood House; and Carole Breeden for her community work. I look forward to sharing this 
occasion in the company of these amazing volunteers and place on the record my thanks for the wonderful work 
they do in keeping our community strong. 

BALCATTA ELECTORATE — STIRLING PROGRESS ASSOCIATION — LIBERAL PARTY 

Statement by Member for Balcatta 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta) [12.53 pm]: I bring to the attention of the house my concerns at the dirty tricks 
being played by the Liberal Party in the Stirling area of the Balcatta electorate. Members of the Liberal Party 
have set up a bogus organisation to mislead people and provide a platform for my Liberal political opponent 
Chris Hatton. 

The Stirling Progress Association was incorporated by six people who are members of the Liberal Party or their 
relatives. The Stirling Progress Association has not held a single public meeting, although its stated objective is 
to provide a forum for the people of Stirling. As Stirling falls within the Balcatta electorate, I wrote on 11 April 
2011 applying for membership of the Stirling Progress Association. I have not had a reply to my letter. On 
three occasions I have asked Chris Hatton whether my application would be accepted or rejected. He told me that 
I would get an answer to my request to join the Stirling Progress Association. No reply has been given. 

The local ward councillors of the City of Stirling tell me that they have not had any representations or invitations 
from the Stirling Progress Association. The president of the previous Stirling community-based association also 
told me that she had no knowledge of any activity or meeting of the Stirling Progress Association. It is a bogus 
front organisation for the local Liberal Party. Further evidence of this is in the recent newsletter that federal 
member for Stirling, Michael Keenan, sent to his electorate. There is a photograph of him with Chris Hatton as 
the president of the Stirling Progress Association. 

Recently the Minister for Transport announced he would be visiting the Balcatta electorate for a photo 
opportunity after his good decision to install electronic speed signs near West Balcatta Primary School. The 
minister failed to show up. He used his position and the resources of his office to stage-manage a photo in the 
Stirling Times with the president of the Stirling Progress Association in the place of the minister. This is a 
dishonest ploy by the Liberal Party to give a platform for their candidate for the seat of Balcatta. The Premier 
needs to put a stop to this deceit. 

TWIN CITIES 89.7FM RADIO — TENTH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Member for Wanneroo 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo) [12.55 pm]: I would like to recognise the 10-year anniversary of Twin Cities 
89.7FM radio. This is a community radio station that broadcasts to the twin cities of Joondalup and Wanneroo. It 
broadcasts continuous music, local news, entertainment and community information from Two Rocks in the 
north to Warwick in the south. The station was the brainchild of Paul Gadenne and Norm Manners in the mid-
1990s, along with Brad Cecins and Phil Jamieson. These four were the driving force behind the establishment of 
this great radio station. 

Twin Cities is manned by a small army of amazing volunteers who make the station possible, doing tasks from 
production to sponsorship and everything in between. 89.7FM radio has been supporting local artists, local 
community groups, local sporting clubs and local businesses since 2001. Last week, they broadcast live from the 
Wanneroo Agricultural Show, as they have for 10 years now. My congratulations go to station coordinator, 
Sandra Woodings, and everyone involved with Twin Cities 89.7FM radio on its tenth anniversary. May there be 
more. 

ISABELLE McQUEEN 

Statement by Member for Riverton 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton) [12.56 pm]: Isabelle McQueen is a remarkable young lady who lives in my 
electorate of Riverton. At just seven years of age, she trains at an international level in gymnastics. On 
27 November 2011 she competed at the Raffles Gymnastic Academy in Singapore and came third on the bars 
apparatus and fifth overall at an international level. 
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Isabelle, who is in year 2 at Parkwood Primary School, started competitive gymnastics only six months ago 
when she joined the newly formed club Contemporary Gymnastic Academy, based in Carlisle. With the help of 
her parents, Craig and Michelle McQueen, Isabelle has been building up her training hours, and in September 
she achieved her first gold medal at a national level at an event held in Perth.  

While in Singapore, Isabelle, her five-year-old sister, Bonnie McQueen, and seven other girls from their 
academy received specialised training sessions from some of Singapore’s top coaches. Bonnie also competed in 
Singapore and was placed fifth overall in the national level 1 competition. 

Isabelle spends her free time following the successes of her idol, fellow Perth gymnast Lauren Mitchell, who last 
year became the world champion gymnast in the floor competition. Isabelle also competes in Irish dancing with 
the Delaney School of Irish Dancing in Forrestfield and plans to enter the Irish dancing national competitions in 
September next year in Adelaide. On 8 December, Isabelle will be performing a solo Irish dance at her school. I 
commend her ambition and extraordinary talent at such a young age. I wish Isabelle, Bonnie and their family 
every success. 

BELRIDGE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

Statement by Member for Joondalup 

MR A.P. O’GORMAN (Joondalup) [12.57 pm]: I rise today to recognise the best senior high school in the 
northern suburbs, Belridge Senior High School, and its advancement of the school cricket academy. Recently 
Belridge Senior High School cricket academy built a clubroom and a pavilion with the donation of a 
demountable building, which was ready for the tip. With the help of some locals, they have managed to build 
that into a fantastic facility. 

Mark Russell from Nuceil Services was the main contributor to the building of the clubrooms. He gave up a lot 
of his spare time on weekends and evenings to do a lot of the building work in the clubrooms. Without Mark, the 
clubrooms would not look as they do. Clint Hinchliffe from Steel Supplies donated all the steel needed to do the 
veranda and railings. Andrew Groves from AVG Plumbing did all the plumbing. Grant McAllum from West 
Coast Sheds was responsible for building the veranda. Peter Whiting from Joondalup Carpet Court supplied and 
laid the carpet for half the price. Louie’s Flyscreens supplied the security screens at half-price. Taubmans 
supplied the paint. The Department of Education—that is, Belridge Senior High School—paid for the remaining 
carpet inside and out of the clubrooms. Parents of students also put in a lot of time and effort to do busy bees at 
the clubrooms. They did a variety of jobs, including cleaning, painting, digging ditches et cetera.  

I also quickly acknowledge that Belridge Senior High School has taken out the state championship Rock 
Eisteddfod in its last five attempts—each and every time it has competed. It is a great school. It is doing great 
things with the community. It is out there, helping itself and not looking for help from everybody else.   

Sitting suspended from 12.59 to 2.00 pm 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

MARGARET RIVER BUSHFIRES — PRESCRIBED BURNS PROGRAM 

871. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Environment: 

I refer to the minister’s admission in the other place that 50 prescribed burns have commenced since 1 July 2011 
and have not yet been completed. 

(1) How many of these 50 prescribed burns are still burning? 

(2) How many of these 50 prescribed burns will be complete between now and Christmas? 

(3) With weather forecast to be 34, 36 and 33 degrees in coming days, can the minister guarantee that 
Department of Environment and Conservation prescribed burns will not again threaten Western 
Australian homes? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. 

(1)–(3) I can confirm that there are 51 incomplete burns; one was missing from the information given. There 
are 51 incomplete burns, seven of which have got away since 1 January. I have asked the Department of 
Environment and Conservation to provide information on how many of those are still smouldering, but 
all the resources of DEC are involved in fighting fires at the moment. A question was asked about this 
in the other house yesterday. We could not provide that information yesterday and we cannot provide it 
yet today. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: When will you be able to provide a public statement on this issue? 
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Mr W.R. MARMION: We will be able to provide that information when we have it. I can give the house some 
information on the number of bushfires that happen each year. The figures each year—I will do the figures for 
the South West rather than the state—are 4 506 bushfires a year, of which 1.8 per cent, which represents 83, are 
the result of DEC escapes; 238 bushfires, which represents 5.3 per cent, are the result of non-DEC escapes; those 
that are deliberately or illegally lit total 2 309, which represents 51.2 per cent; and, very interestingly, lightning 
strikes in the South West account for 651 bushfires, or 14.5 per cent. That is why we have controlled burns. If we 
do not get the fuel load down to the right number of tonnes per hectare, we will have a dangerous situation. We 
have to make sure that we get the bush fuel load quantities down. That is why we have prescribed burns. As 
members can see from the figures, a lot of these prescribed burns are the result of illegal activity or lightning 
strikes that we have no control over. This government strongly supports prescribed burning. 

MARGARET RIVER BUSHFIRES — PRESCRIBED BURNS PROGRAM 

872. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Environment: 

I have a supplementary question. Given that the minister has the staff resources to provide those statistics, why 
does he not have the staff resources to answer the five questions asked in the other place about issues relating to 
prescribed burns leading up to last week’s fire in Margaret River; and is it acceptable for a minister of this 
government to refuse to answer five questions in this place and the other place on these very important issues? 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Get over yourself! 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Get over yourself! It is in your electorate and you do not appear to be paying any attention to 
it. You’re a boofhead! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I formally call you to order for the first time today and Minister for 
Housing, I formally call you to order for the first time today. I ask the Leader of the Opposition to show a little 
more restraint in the future. 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

As I said, I will provide the figures when we have the figures. One of the fires that is out of control at the 
moment is the Nannup fire. That is burning through swampland. The understorey is actually wet but the top is 
dry, so it is very difficult to put out. Our resources are directed to the very important issue of putting out the fires 
that might be damaging roads and property that the fires are approaching. 

FREMANTLE PORT — MARITIME UNION OF AUSTRALIA — INDUSTRIAL ACTION 

873. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Minister for Transport: 

I note that industrial action will potentially shut down the port of Fremantle for two days this week. Can the 
minister advise the house of the significance of this stoppage and the views, if any, of the federal Labor 
government? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

I thank the member. This is a very important issue in Western Australia. In fact, it is a very important and 
emerging issue right around Australia. Western Australia, the economic powerhouse of the nation, relies on its 
capacity to export through our ports. What we have seen over the past six months or so has been a concerted 
effort by the Maritime Union of Australia to effectively shut down certain targeted Western Australian ports. 
Fremantle port, for example, is, if my memory services me correctly, Australia’s tenth largest port by trade 
volume. It handles nearly 600 000 20-foot equivalent container units a year. It is of huge significance to the 
state’s economy but, more importantly, is of massive significance for the economy of the South West and the 
metropolitan area. Very few of the imported goods that Western Australians will buy in the lead-up to Christmas 
will not have come through the port of Fremantle. What we are seeing is an ongoing negotiation between the 
MUA, representing a small group of workers at Fremantle—24 workers—and the port of Fremantle. Those 24 
workers and the small craft fleet drive the pilots out to the ships and operate the control tower that oversees the 
movement of vessels around the port. Those 24 workers and the incredibly militant Maritime Union of Australia 
can effectively bring the port of Fremantle to its knees. 

Let me give members some background about the negotiations. Effectively, the claim from the MUA, which has 
been watered down from its original 100 per cent–plus impact on wages, if accepted, would push up wage costs 
at the port by 56 per cent over the next three years. That 56 per cent is made of up 12 per cent by way of a wage 
claim. The MUA is arguing for changes to be made to the roster so that the workers would go from working four 
days on and four days off to only four days on, six days off. That would add 34 per cent to wage costs, and there 
are a range of other overtime and incidental claims. The port has made what I think is a very fair and reasonable 
offer of a 4.75 per cent per annum increase over the next three years. The four per cent is guaranteed and the 
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0.75 per cent per annum would be subject to meeting certain key performance indicators, which, ironically, 
would require an improvement in productivity—heaven forbid! 

Let me give members an example, without labouring the point, of some of the work practices at Fremantle port. 
When a container is brought off a ship, it is picked up by the lifter and put on the port. If that container is to go 
on a train to Kewdale, the container is picked up and put on the back of a truck. The truck leaves the port, drives 
out one entrance and around the corner through another entrance and the container is dropped off in the rail yard, 
which is about 100 metres from where it was previously picked up. It is then picked up by someone else and put 
onto the back of the train. These are the sorts of work practices that do not exist in modern contemporary ports 
anywhere else around the world. Containers are being picked up and put on a truck when they can be driven 
across using the container lift and put straight onto the back of a train. These are the sorts of problems that the 
port is confronted with, yet the union wants this massive increase in pay and/or conditions with absolutely no 
reflected change in productivity. The union has approached Fair Work Australia. It is now in what is called 
“protected industrial action”. That means that Julia Gillard’s industrial relations system — 

Ms J.M. Freeman: No, it’s not; it’s Howard’s laws. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will give the member for Nollamara a tip: this would not have happened under the 
Howard government. There is absolutely no way that the ports of Western Australia — 

Mr F.M. Logan: You would have been bringing in ratbags from Dubai! That’s what Howard did! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: That was from the UK! 

Mr D.T. Redman: Did Hansard get that? 

The SPEAKER: Three more strikes and you can go to Dubai, member for Cockburn. Minister for Agriculture 
and Food, I formally call you to order for the first time. Member for Riverton, I do not necessarily know that you 
need to correct anybody’s pronunciation in this place. I formally call you to order. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Thank you, Mr Spruiker—a pronunciation problem; it can happen to any of us, Mr 
Speaker! 

That gets us to the point: legally sanctioned industrial action was taken to shut down the port of Fremantle for 
two days, which could affect 34 ship movements and cost $150 million. That concerns me. Obviously it does not 
concern members opposite. Members opposite do not care that the state’s economy grinds to a halt. They do not 
care that 24 workers and a militant union can hold to ransom the people of Western Australia; do they? No, they 
do not care about that sort of stuff. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It is, members opposite, because they donate to your election campaign. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Get on and resolve it! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Member for Cockburn—the workers’ friend—to assist in the resolution I wrote to Julia 
Gillard. I said, “We’ve got a bit of an issue here, Julia, Prime Minister. Our ports are about to shut down. It’ll 
have a huge impact on Western Australia. We’re asking you to assist Western Australia and make 
representations to Fair Work Australia to remove the protected status of that action so that the port will not shut.” 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Have you made those representations? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I have written to her. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: No; to Fair Work Australia? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: No. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: So you haven’t gone to Fair Work Australia! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: No, I have not. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Why not? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will tell the Leader of the Opposition why not. It is because Fair Work Australia has 
sanctioned the action. Why would I write to Fair Work Australia when a couple of weeks ago it said it was 
perfectly legal and perfectly normal? 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Why wouldn’t you write to Fair Work Australia? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It is because it operates in a framework that is bad for productivity, bad for Western 
Australia and bad for the long-term economic future of Australia. Julia Gillard’s response was this: “I don’t want 
to know about it. I have no responsibility for it. I don’t care and you can fend for yourselves in Western 
Australia.” It is just another example of a federal government which is prepared to tax this state to the hilt, and is 
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prepared to claim all the credit for the economic growth that this state generates, but which, when we need a 
hand to protect our economy, is missing in action. 

I will close with this point: the industrial relations framework that Julia Gillard has lumbered on this nation is 
bad for the long-term economic future of this nation. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You’re an unreconstructed WorkChoices advocate. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: You need to remember this, Leader of the Opposition — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You are the WorkChoices man in this government. That’s what you are. You like 
WorkChoices. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I tell you what, Leader of the Opposition: when the port of Fremantle shuts and the 
presents are not under the Christmas tree, you will be the Christmas Grinch! 

KEELTY REPORT — LOCAL GOVERNMENTS — BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS 

874. Mr P. PAPALIA to the Minister for Local Government: 

I refer to this government’s shambolic handling of bushfire preparedness and the Keelty report findings. 

(1) Have responsible local governments instituted a comprehensive plan to assess fuel loads and bushfire 
preparedness on private properties in accordance with recommendation 38 of the Keelty report? 

(2) Have local governments increased local government green waste collections in accordance with 
recommendation 17 of the Keelty report? 

(3) Has the Western Australian Local Government Association explored local government use of aerial and 
satellite imagery to monitor firebreaks and fuel loads in accordance with recommendation 18 of the 
Keelty report? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(1)–(3) Under the Bush Fires Act local governments operate in bushfires with the Fire and Emergency Services 
Authority. That is who they are responsible to, not to me as the Minister for Local Government. 

Mr P. Papalia: Answer the question on the Keelty report! 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: I can tell the member for Warnbro one thing: there is a local government in my 
electorate called the City of Bunbury, which is a leader in the management plan — 

Mr P. Papalia: Are you even aware of the recommendations? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: I am aware of them. 

Mr P. Papalia: What have you done about them? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: Some reference has been made to WALGA in that report. WALGA is an independent 
body; it is not a government department. 

Mr P. Papalia: Recommendation 38, recommendation 17, recommendation 18. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: WALGA is like a chamber of commerce and industry of local government in Western 
Australia. If the member has questions about WALGA, he should go and talk to WALGA. It is not a government 
department. I cannot direct WALGA. I do not direct WALGA. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: Oh yes. I say to the member for Warnbro that some local governments do it very well 
and some local governments do not. Local governments are under the auspices of the fire and emergency 
services legislation when it comes to bushfires. 

KEELTY REPORT — LOCAL GOVERNMENTS — BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS 

875. Mr P. PAPALIA to the Minister for Local Government: 

I have a supplementary question. What action has the minister taken to ensure that local governments are 
complying with those recommendations in the Keelty report? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

That is an ongoing process that we are working through the system. 

Mr M.P. Whitely: Tell us about what you’ve done so far. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: That is what it is all about.  
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Mr P. Papalia: Have you done anything? Have you done anything to ensure that they are following those 
recommendations in the Keelty report? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: I am telling the member that there are recommendations about WALGA and 
WALGA’s response to that report. WALGA is an independent body from me; I have no direction over WALGA. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I formally call you to order for the first time today. Many people are 
interested in answering questions on behalf of other people in this place. 

LAW AND ORDER INITIATIVES 

876. Mr F.A. ALBAN to the Attorney General: 

As the parliamentary year draws to a close, can the Attorney General please update the house on any result that 
has started to flow from government legislative law and order initiatives passed over the course of the past 
12 months? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

I thank the member for his question. It is a timely question as the parliamentary year draws to a close, and it also 
offers me the opportunity to get rid of a range of graphs that I have not had a chance to use over the course of the 
last year, so if people will bear with me, we will get through them one by one. 

In The Sunday Times earlier this year there was a list of pre-election and post-election commitments of the 
Liberal–National government on law and order and it gave us a tick every time one was introduced. There were 
quite a few, such as scrapping truth-in-sentencing laws, and mandatory sentences for people who assault police. 
For pre-election commitments, it gave us five out of 10. This year we have also introduced shield laws for 
journalists, prostitution law reform and a public sex offender register, which increases our score from five out 
of 11 to eight out of 11, which is quite good. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I know you often enjoy the occasion. We are all enjoying the occasion, 
member for Mandurah. I formally call you to order for the first time today. Members, I appreciate that 
potentially this is the last question time for this year, but I would like to be able to get through it in a reasonably 
short period so that other things might happen. I give you the call again, Attorney General. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Mr Speaker, thank you. The member for Mandurah is confusing the two portfolios. 

We have also introduced anti-association laws — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! I would like to hear some more questions. There are people in this place who want 
to ask them, I am sure.  

Mr C.C. PORTER: Again, we have also introduced anti-association laws, manslaughter law reform and double 
jeopardy law reform, which lifts us up on post-election promises from six out of 12 to nine out of 12. We still 
have a year to go, but I think it is obviously very important to consider how some of those initiatives, particularly 
the earlier law reforms initiatives, have actually taken hold and whether they are producing a result. The first one 
I make mention of is truth in sentencing. Members will recall that they were the Labor laws passed in 2003 that 
gave an automatic one-third discount off the penalty—the sentence—for every single crime in the state of 
Western Australia. They were the laws that a judge described as making a mockery of every maximum penalty 
in the state. When we removed that one-third discount, members opposite said two things and we said two 
things. The two things that we said were that this will mean in the worst cases that the maximum is now actually 
the maximum, and also, importantly, we said that this will have an upward pressure on all sentencing at all 
levels. Members opposite said two things. They said it would not work and it would not work. We have now got 
the data in and we have compared all the District Court and Supreme Court sentences from 2007 and 2008, 
before these laws, and all the District Court and Supreme Court sentences for 2009 and 2010, after these laws. 
Maximums are available and, absolutely remarkably—or perhaps not remarkably in the view of this 
government—there has been a seven per cent increase in the overall sentence length since these laws were 
passed. They have done exactly what the government said they would do and exactly what the people of Western 
Australia demanded they do. 

Members will recall mandatory penalties for assaults on police. We were told by the Australian Lawyers 
Alliance that it would cause injustice on a daily basis. We were told by members opposite — 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mindarie, I formally call you to order for the first time today. 
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Mr C.C. PORTER: We were told by members opposite that the laws would not have a deterrent effect. They 
said that the deterrent effect would in fact be eyewash. In the first year — 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: You are not assisting the cause, member for Mindarie. I formally call you to order for the 
second time today. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: In the first year there was a 30 per cent decrease in the number of assaults on police. In the 
first half of this year there was a further 13 per cent decrease, with the legislation, as the member for Mindarie 
points out, being very cautiously and appropriately used. 

The next thing is prohibited behaviour orders. We had the first prohibited behaviour order issued by a magistrate 
in Geraldton. We were told by members opposite that this was a terrible law and that it would affect people who 
did not truly deserve a prohibited behaviour order. The gentleman in question, who has basically been banned 
from going into the centre of the main street of Geraldton and to the water park at the foreshore, is a person who 
had over 100 different court outcomes on his criminal record, including — 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: And if he does break it, he will face a serious penalty for breaking it. That is the type of 
protection that the people of Geraldton have been looking for. 

Finally — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Riverton, welcome back again. I formally call you to order for the second time. 
Member for Armadale, I think you know where you are at this point. I formally call you to order for the third 
time today. Member for Mindarie, you are also called to order for the third time today. I would prefer that you 
can all stay in this place. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Finally—although I do sometimes say “finally” when I still have 20 minutes to go—I 
would like to mention the Prisoners Review Board. We know as a matter of fact that there were 26 608 fewer 
offences in the last financial year of this government compared with the last financial year of Labor. One of the 
reasons for that is that we have taken a far more stringent approach to the granting of parole, and also to the 
policing of people who are on parole. In fact, a very interesting report was put out last week by the Auditor 
General on the management of offenders on parole, which barely raised a mention in this place but certainly 
deserves to do so. Does anyone want to have a guess at what percentage of prisoners who were eligible for 
parole in 2004 got parole? 

Mr P. Abetz: Ninety per cent. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: Go higher than 90 per cent. In 2004, under the previous government, the percentage of 
prisoners who were eligible for parole and who applied and got it was 100 per cent, which raises an interesting 
question. There it is, Mr Speaker; there was 100 per cent under Labor in 2004, and that is the percentage of 
prisoners now being granted parole who are eligible. Why have a parole system if 100 per cent of people who are 
eligible get parole? Also, fascinatingly, in that report, the number of prisoners per 100 who were being breached 
under the previous Labor government in 2006 was one. That has now quadrupled up to an average of about four, 
because this government is actually policing people who are on parole. If people are granted parole on conditions 
to not harass others and to not consume alcohol or drugs, they are tested and policed, and that has resulted in 
26 000 fewer offences under this government, and that is a good year’s work. 

P-PLATE DRIVERS — POWER-TO-WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS 

877. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Road Safety: 

I am sure that I join with all members in expressing my great sadness, and our great sadness, at the unfortunate 
tragedy of a young wife and mother passing away earlier this week after a P-plate driver lost control of his 
vehicle. I note the government’s 2008 election commitment that stated that a Liberal government will investigate 
the feasibility of introducing power-to-weight restrictions for P-plate drivers. 

(1) Given that the minister requested a report in late 2008, why has he allowed the reporting deadline to slip 
to 2012? 

(2) Why is this election promise still outstanding three years after the member for Hillarys became the 
minister? 

(3) Will the minister join with us in WA Labor to ensure that a mutually agreed bill is drafted over the next 
few months and introduced into the house in February next year and then passed as soon as possible? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. 
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(1)–(3) Yes, I think that the initial words that the Leader of the Opposition said about condolences for the 
family of the deceased lady, a wife and mother, in such circumstances apply to everybody on both sides 
of the house—of course they do—and to everybody generally throughout Western Australia, I would 
say, and throughout the world. It is a terrible thing when we see a young person, particularly a wife and 
a mother of a very young baby, killed in such a tragic accident. 

An investigation is going on at the moment, as the Leader of the Opposition would obviously be aware. 
There are some questions as to whether the P-plater was speeding. Was he excessively speeding? I am 
not able to tell members that because I have not seen the results or been given information about the 
crash results. Certainly, one would suggest that he was not driving in a rational way because of the end 
result, which was so tragic. 

The nub of the Leader of the Opposition’s question, apart from the sorrow that we all feel for that 
family, was about speed-to-weight ratio — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Power to weight. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Power-to-weight ratio. Yes, it was an election commitment that we would investigate this. 
We did not say that we would bring it in or that we would do it, because the jury was still out on that, even 
during the election campaign. But we certainly felt it was important enough to ensure that we got the best 
information we could on power-to-weight ratio restrictions and whether we should be introducing such things. 
When I became the Minister for Road Safety and Minister for Police I asked the Office of Road Safety for all the 
information that it had about power-to-weight ratio and whether it could give me the credible justification to 
bring in legislation to do that. I have to tell members that the information that it gave me at the time was that it 
had carried out already, under the Leader of the Opposition’s government, I believe, some investigation, both 
nationally and internationally, to see whether there was any credible evidence to show that there was a 
correlation between death and serious injury and power-to-weight ratio—whether that was a factor. I was told 
that the office did not have any credible evidence to say that that actually was the case. It was explained to me 
verbally that in some cases people could have a big old car—I cannot remember the one that it mentioned at the 
time, but it was an Australian car, and obviously it was a big, heavy one—but it could not travel that fast because 
it was a big, heavy car. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: That is why it is power-to-weight ratio. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, I realise that. But that would escape some people. When people have some of the 
smaller cars that are lighter, what happens with them very often, I understand, is that some people soup the cars 
up. They are not as they are manufactured; they soup them up and make them much faster. They put turbo things 
on them. I am not an expert on engines at all, but they do things to their cars to make them go faster and faster in 
a very short space of time. To me that is a dangerous thing. I saw more evidence of the number of crashes, 
particularly involving young males between 17 and 24, which is the age when most people get involved in 
crashes due to speed, alcohol, inattention, drugs and whatever else; those are the main factors. I told the Office of 
Road Safety about a year or so ago that I wanted some more up-to-date information on power-to-weight ratio, 
because I want to be convinced. If I can be convinced by research carried out both nationally and internationally 
that there is a correlation, I will be the first one to bring legislation into this house to do that. I do not want to 
bring in legislation that is going to be, in effect — 

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Leader of the Opposition, I cannot believe that someone would interject on an answer that 
is being given to such a serious question. I really cannot understand the mentality of that member. The Leader of 
the Opposition might need to talk to him. 

I make this commitment to the Leader of the Opposition: I will take this even further in view of the latest tragic 
death, and I will initiate a more rapid response. I will certainly try to find some other evidence that can tell me 
whether or not it will actually solve the problem and whether there is a correlation between death and serious 
injuries, and power-to-weight ratios. If I can be convinced, even in a small way, I will be the first to bring in 
legislation to do that. But I want to make sure that if I bring in such legislation, it will actually work and be based 
on credible evidence that that is a factor in deaths and serious injuries on our roads. 

P-PLATE DRIVERS — POWER-TO-WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS 

878. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Road Safety: 

I have a supplementary question. Will the minister provide the opposition with that information so that we can 
work together to have legislation like other states have on power-to-weight ratios, early in the next sitting of 
Parliament? 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I have always wanted to take a bipartisan approach to road safety; there should be no politics in road safety and I 
think, in the main, there is not. The member for Girrawheen and I share the same views on road safety; we both 
have a huge commitment to road safety, and I am always happy to work together with the member for 
Girrawheen as shadow Minister for Road Safety. I am more than happy to work with the member for Girrawheen 
in this area, which should be non-political, and I will share with her any information I get so that she can brief 
the opposition party room and the Leader of the Opposition. 

ALBANY HOSPITAL — ELECTION COMMITMENT 

879. Dr G.G. JACOBS to the Minister for Health: 

Can the minister please provide an update to the house on the progress of the election commitment to build a 
new Albany Hospital? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

I thank the member for the question. I was talking the other day about Fiona Stanley Hospital and how well it 
was going, so I thought this would be a good time to update the house on the progress of Albany Hospital. The 
Attorney General taught us all about laminating, but I have to say I did not bother laminating the first document; 
it is just blank paper titled, “Labor Party Albany Hospital”! 

I just want to remind members of a little history. The member for Albany, to his credit, fought long and hard to 
get a hospital in Albany. Sadly, he was unsuccessful under his former leadership. I will just remind members of 
the background for the timing of those commitments. The Labor Party committed $20 million in the 2005–06 
budget for the upgrading of Albany Hospital. By 2006–07, one year later, that amount had grown to 
$26.8 million, but still there was no sign of action on the ground. There was a further $26.8 million for 2007, and 
we were then leading up to the election of 2008. We were getting to the stage, about a year and a bit out from the 
election, where the Labor Party was extremely embarrassed. It had promised before the previous election to 
build a new hospital in Albany and it just did not happen. In the lead-up to the 2008 election, the Liberal Party 
had promised to build a new hospital—something that the former Labor Minister for Health rubbished and said 
was not necessary.  

The first of my laminated documents is a story from a local Albany paper which refers, in its title, to the hospital 
being on the sick list. The Labor Party had said that it would fast-track the Albany Hospital. The article refers to 
Albany’s fast-tracked $26 million hospital upgrade having been stuck at the starting gate since being promised 
before the 2005 election, and that it was fast disappearing. So nothing happened.  

In December 2007, the current Leader of the Opposition went down to Albany and the local paper reported him 
as saying that the Labor Party forgot hospitals. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: That was, of course, a lie. It’s shocking, but the person I met with actually lied. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: We should ask the member for Albany, who was at the meeting. There were a couple of 
others at the meeting. Obviously they were collective liars; there was not just one liar in this. There was a 
collective group of liars there. Three people at that meeting, including the mayor, said that he forgot. Two and a 
half years later there was still no sign of any plans, so who did the Labor Party blame? The bureaucrats. It was 
apparently the health department. 

Close to the election Mr Carpenter, who was Premier at the time, went to Albany to resurrect the hospital. He 
announced $50 million to upgrade the hospital. It was about this time that the then opposition happened to get a 
leaked report that went through a pile of different scenarios of what should happen at the hospital. One of them 
was the $50 million upgrade, but the recommended option was to build a new hospital—exactly what the Liberal 
Party promised in opposition before the 2008 election, and exactly what the former Minister for Health ridiculed 
and said was absolute nonsense. This was a report of a consultant group that had investigated what should 
happen with the hospital, and it recommended a brand-new hospital. As a good shadow minister, that is what I 
committed to: the Liberal Party would build a new hospital during our first term of government.  

Mr Carpenter said that design work would commence in March 2008 and tenders would be called for in October 
2008. The Labor Party never got there. Mr Carpenter promised during the election campaign in 2008 to build a 
new hospital. So, in fact, there were no plans to do what was being promised that whole time of the Labor 
Party’s time in government. No plans were done but just before the election, to match our promise, Labor came 
in, dipped into the kitty and pulled out about $160 million to build the new hospital. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: That’s because state debt was only $3.634 billion. It wasn’t heading for $23 billion. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: What has happened since then? We obviously won government. We had made a commitment 
to fast-track the hospital and to provide in the order of $170 million, not the $28 million of the Labor Party’s first 
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weak effort. We committed $170 million for the hospital, and here are the pictures, members. A very large 
brand-new hospital; members can see the construction site there. 

Mr P.B. Watson: That’s tremendous, minister; I applaud you for it. But what was your original quote for the 
hospital when you went to the election? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I think our quote was in the order of $130 million, $140 million. 

Mr P.B. Watson: No, it wasn’t.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: What did we do when we drew up the plan? Of all the members in this house, I do not think 
the member for Albany should be crying about having that new hospital on behalf his constituents. He should not 
be criticising whatever happens. What have we done? Through our royalties for regions fund we are able to top 
up that fund sufficiently to ensure we spend every dollar required to build the hospital.  

I am happy to table these magnificent laminated pictures of the brand-new Albany Hospital, which will be 
concluded exactly as we promised at the end of our term in government.  

[See paper 4357.] 

CARDIOTHORACIC SERVICES — NORTHERN SUBURBS 

880. Mr A.P. O’GORMAN to the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the 180 transfers per year from Joondalup Health Campus to inner city tertiary hospitals for patients 
requiring angiograms and concerns from community groups that cardiothoracic services will be substantially 
retained in inner city hospitals.  

(1) Does the minister accept that his policies to maintain tertiary hospital services in the inner city has 
penalised patients in the northern suburbs and delayed the development of Joondalup Health Campus as 
a tertiary hospital? 

(2) Why do cardio patients have to journey into the city, which takes 35 minutes or even longer in peak 
hour, when there is a clear demand for acute services for these patients where they live in the northern 
suburbs?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

I thank the member for the question. It is a very good question; in fact, one that has been put repeatedly by 
members on our own side to ensure that I am well across the situation. 

(1)–(2) There are two components to the question. Firstly, what is happening with current patients from the 
catchment area of Joondalup hospital, where are they going and how are they being treated? The 
member is correct; largely, they go to Royal Perth Hospital for their treatment. There is a time period in 
which it is recommended patients be treated, and all of those patients are being treated within the 
appropriate times. I checked to see how many are over boundary; that is, how many are not being 
treated. I think there was only one, and that person had a scheduled time. Everybody who needs cardiac 
surgery in that area is getting cardiac surgery at exactly the appropriate time that they need it.  

What of the future, which is the bulk of the member’s question? Again, that is a matter that I have 
investigated. The member will be aware that a private unit is being established in Joondalup hospital. 
That unit will use a lot of the doctors who currently operate at Royal Perth Hospital and will obviously 
see all the private patients in that area. As soon as that unit is up and running, I have asked the 
Department of Health to look into how we can make use of that facility for people who live in the 
Joondalup catchment region. We are going to wait until it is up and running. When it is up and running, 
I have asked the health department to look at contracting for Joondalup hospital some of those patients 
who come from that region. It depends on their capacity to treat them and what we are doing at Royal 
Perth Hospital but I think there is every chance that when the private unit is opened, we will contract to 
them for some public patients in the same way that it managed — 

Mr R.H. Cook: So it will be an afterthought. Is what you are saying? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: No, it is not an afterthought; it is commonsense. Members from both sides of this house 
asked me to look at how we can do that. We have a budget and doctors who operate. They are not overstretched 
or overloaded; they are operating very efficiently at Royal Perth, which is why there are very few people who are 
over boundary having that procedure. It is a distance to travel. We contract to that hospital for a range of other 
services and I think it will be a good opportunity for us in the future to perhaps free up more space at Royal Perth 
by getting the same doctors doing some of those procedures on public patients in the future.  
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CARDIOTHORACIC SERVICES — NORTHERN SUBURBS 

881. Mr A.P. O’GORMAN to the Minister for Health: 

I ask a supplementary question. Is it not the case that the policies of the minister and his government have 
delayed a tertiary hospital in the northern suburbs?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

That question was obviously asked before I gave my answer. We should think about tertiary hospitals and what 
they do. Is it in the member’s best interests as a local member to have a full tertiary hospital in that region? He 
should ask himself that question very carefully. I will tell the member what the difference is between everything 
that Joondalup hospital will have the capacity to do and a tertiary hospital. The only difference is that it will have 
to take patients from all over Western Australia. It will not just take all the patients from the area surrounding it 
doing all the procedures that it is currently able to do. As a tertiary hospital, it will have to take patients from my 
electorate, from Kalgoorlie, from the north and everywhere. The member’s patients will be missing out by other 
people using that service.  

MARGARET RIVER BUSHFIRES CLEAN-UP — PRISONER WORK RELEASE 

882. Mr J.M. FRANCIS to the Minister for Corrective Services: 

I understand that in the past minimum security prisoners have been released on work release to clean up after 
major fire events. Can the minister inform the house if the same has happened again and let us know if minimum 
security prisoners have helped clean up in Margaret River?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for Jandakot for the question. The short answer is yes.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: We all have an eye on the clock. I appreciate that. Member for Girrawheen, I formally call you 
to order for the second time today.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I look forward to the opportunity to expand on my very short response. I am sure that 
members will be aware that during the Lake Clifton fires, the Roleystone fires and the devastating Toodyay fires 
last year, there was an opportunity for prisoners on work release under the section 95 arrangements to assist, and 
they did an absolutely fantastic job. Mr Speaker, I am sure you are well aware, as the member for Moore and 
whose electorate includes Greenough, that during the Greenough floods a section 95 release from the Greenough 
Regional Prison assisted during those floods by sandbagging homes and so on. Yesterday I spoke to the shire 
president of the Shire of Augusta–Margaret River to acknowledge the outstanding leadership that he showed 
over the past week or so during the huge challenges that he faced as the leader of local government working in 
concert with government agencies to deal with the fires. I also said that we were prepared to send down a couple 
of teams of prisoners from Bunbury Regional Prison to help in the clean-up. He was most appreciative of that. 
To that end, the Department of Corrective services has engaged with the recovery team in the Shire of Augusta–
Margaret River following the fires to work through the sorts of things that a couple of teams could do. In the first 
instance, they will be involved with clearing burnt and fallen vegetation from roadsides and fence lines. They 
will also be replacing roadside markers and, when requested, they will help out with private homes. This work 
will be done over a period of three to four weeks. Potentially in the long term — 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: This is a really good news story. I do not know why the member wants to interject from 
the side.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn, I formally call you to order for the second time today.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: During the long term there is also a chance for prison industries to help build some key 
infrastructure such as fencing and so on. I am sure that they can make a significant contribution to help the 
community in that recovery process, and clearly that is in great need. It will also be a chance for those prisoners 
to show some pride in helping the community out, which is very helpful for their rehabilitative process. It will 
show a level of reparation to the community. I am sure that will be a positive step in their rehabilitation back into 
society once they finish their term in prison. 

I am really proud of the role that the Department of Corrective Services plays in the pre-release arrangements to 
help people get back into the community, and alongside that for people to play a role in supporting the 
community that has been through circumstances such as this where there have been huge hits on community 
infrastructure and where people have been knocked. This is a chance for them to assist. I am sure it will be a 
very, very positive outcome just as it was after the Lake Clifton, Roleystone and Toodyay fires.  



10398 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 1 December 2011] 

 

HOME AND COMMUNITY CARE PROGRAM 

883. Mr M.P. MURRAY to the Minister for Health:  

I refer to a constituent of mine, Mr Brian Chaney, who, at 73 years of age, is a carer to his wife, who has a 
debilitating illness and requires 24/7 care. Brian undertakes all the housework, washing, shopping and errands 
while he is caring for his wife. His only respite was three hours a week when he could go and play bowls at the 
local club. The state government’s Home and Community Care program provided three hours’ respite for $6 an 
hour. He has just received notice that the cost will now be $24 an hour, an increase of 300 per cent; an increase 
he cannot afford.  

(1) Why has the minister overseen an increase in the fee for Home and Community Care programs?  

(2) Does he recognise that this increase means for many that they can no longer afford the much-needed 
respite?  

(3) Is there any option that royalties for regions may be able to provide some funds to assist these much in–
need people.  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)–(3) I think I would have preferred the question from the member for Alfred Cove!  

Mr M.P. Murray: What a miserable Christmas you have given these people.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: Her question would have been much better!  

Mrs C.A. Martin: Remember, you said that.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you members!  

Mr M.P. Murray: What a miserable mob you are. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I have to say that I do not know what the question is yet. 

The SPEAKER: One person has asked the question, minister, I expect you to respond to him, not to anyone 
else.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: Obviously it is not possible for me to know the details of a single patient. But as all members 
opposite know, when they give me issues to do with a single patient, I deal with them. Secondly, with regard to 
what the member calls the state government’s Home and Community Care package, he should know if he does 
not, that it is not a state government package; it is a combined state and commonwealth–funded package. In fact, 
the commonwealth funds two-thirds of it.  

Mr M.P. Murray: I have it right here. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: We jointly have a package. The commonwealth provides us with the funds and we then 
provide them through the state government to the Home and Community Care organisation. I have not heard of 
any case or had any briefing to suggest that those fees have been increased to anything like the extent the 
member says. In fact, I have extreme doubt that it is true. In the individual case where it appears that that has 
occurred, then that obviously — 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington!  

Dr K.D. HAMES: Sorry? 

Mr W.J. Johnston: How much were they increased by? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I am not aware of any specific increases at all.  

Mr P.B. Watson: You should be across it.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: I would be if they had been.  

Mr W.J. Johnston: You said they had; you said they went up but not by that much. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Would that not tend to give the impression that they have not? I think that is much more 
likely to be the case.  

An opposition member interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I will check with my good friend Nicola Roxon next time I see her to find out whether she is 
aware of the fees going up by an excessive amount, because she is responsible for two-thirds of the program and 
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I am responsible for only one-third. But I doubt that is the case. I suggest the member send me the details and we 
will investigate and find out what it is. We provide those funds because of the fantastic service the Home and 
Community Care program provides to people in our community. State and federal governments have 
progressively increased that fund, under both Labor and us, to make sure we improve the services that are 
provided. If the member gives me the details, I will investigate.  

CRIMINAL APPEALS AMENDMENT (DOUBLE JEOPARDY) BILL 2011 

Receipt 

Bill received from the Council. 

BILLS 

Returned 

1. Commercial Arbitration Bill 2011. 

Bill returned from Council with amendments. 

2. Iron Ore Agreements Legislation Amendment Bill 2011. 

3. Iron Ore Agreements Legislation (Amendment, Termination and Repeals) Bill 2011 

Bills returned from the Council without amendment. 

FIONA STANLEY HOSPITAL — CARDIAC SURGERY 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [2.55 pm] — without notice: I move —  

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be 
moved forthwith —  

That this house calls on the Minister for Health to advise the house — 

(a) if he is ready for the huge voter backlash if he fails to transfer cardiac surgery from 
Fremantle Hospital to Fiona Stanley Hospital; and  

(b) if no decision has been made in relation to the transfer of cardiac surgery from 
Fremantle Hospital to Fiona Stanley Hospital, when the government will make this 
decision.  

I would be quite happy if the government and the opposition would allow five minutes for the minister to answer 
this question, which is of great concern to people who live south of the river.  

The SPEAKER: Member, I have your motion to suspend standing orders in front of me. I require that you sign 
this document and present it to one of the chamber attendants before we can proceed any further with this. I am 
presuming, given you have provided some notice to both sides of this house, a decision will be forthcoming.  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: Nearly 20 years ago, after a long and hard-fought battle, the former Liberal Premier 
Richard Court honoured a promise to provide heart surgery services at Fremantle Hospital. Until that date, 
people living south of the river had been the poor cousins in tertiary healthcare services. At the moment — 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members!  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: — doctors and staff at Fremantle Hospital have been told there is now no guarantee 
that cardiac surgery will be transferred from Fremantle Hospital to Fiona Stanley Hospital. This is a promise and 
commitment that was given by this government dating back several years. I am able to pull out Hansard, which 
shows that over several years the government has committed to cardiothoracic services, including cardiac 
surgery. The community has now heard that the committee looking at where services will be provided is no 
longer giving a commitment that cardiac surgery will be available at Fiona Stanley Hospital. There is now a 
question over whether people south of the river will have to travel to Royal Perth Hospital, north of the river, for 
cardiac surgery. Fiona Stanley Hospital is meant to be the flagship hospital south of the river. 

Point of Order 

Dr K.D. HAMES: There are two items; one is that the member is talking about the substance of the debate and 
not on the need for this matter to be urgent. As part of that, can I indicate to the member that the proposition is 
that we let the member for Alfred Cove have five minutes, the Independents five minutes, the government five 
minutes and the opposition five minutes. If the member for Alfred Cove is accepting of that, the Leader of the 
House will move that motion.  
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Mr R.F. Johnson: You can use your five minutes up now, please. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: Do I get five minutes now, then? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: You’ve got another three minutes left. The other Independent might want to speak on it. 

The SPEAKER: I just clarify to everyone in the house that the motion will be debated. There will be five 
minutes provided to government members, five minutes to opposition members and five minutes to Independent 
members.  

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [3.00 pm]: I move — 

To add the words after “forthwith” — 

, subject to the debate being conducted with five minutes each for government members, 
opposition members and Independent members 

Amendment put and passed. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority.  

Motion 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [3.01 pm]: I move — 

That this house calls on the Minister for Health to advise the house — 

(a) whether he is ready for the huge voter backlash if he fails to transfer cardiac surgery from 
Fremantle Hospital to Fiona Stanley Hospital; and 

(b) if no decision has been made in relation to the transfer of cardiac surgery from Fremantle 
Hospital to Fiona Stanley Hospital, when the government will make this decision. 

This issue is of great concern to people living in the south metropolitan area. Many members of this house will 
know that there has been inequity in relation to the provision of healthcare services north and south of the river 
for decades and that is why, after a long and hard-fought battle 20 years ago, the then Liberal Premier, Hon 
Richard Court, honoured a promise to provide heart surgery services at Fremantle Hospital. That was 20 years 
ago, and since that time people living south of the river have been able to go to Fremantle Hospital. There is now 
an active Fremantle Hospital heart patient support group. People appreciate having those services there, and 
when the former government, supported by the then opposition, announced a decision to build a new flagship 
hospital south of the river, that flagship hospital was meant to provide surgery services for people living south of 
the river. Those tertiary services were always meant to include, as part of cardiothoracic services, cardiac 
surgery. However, at a meeting a few weeks ago between the Department of Health and the physicians at 
Fremantle Hospital, the physicians were told that there is now a committee looking at what services will go to 
Fiona Stanley Hospital and what services will go to Royal Perth Hospital, and they were told that there is no 
guarantee that cardiac surgery would go to the new Fiona Stanley Hospital. Doctors, surgeons, patients and the 
community south of the river were horrified when they heard that this is the current proposal being looked at by 
the government and that the government is now no longer stating that it will fulfil the commitments that the 
government and this Minister for Health gave in this house about the transfer of services from Fremantle 
Hospital to Fiona Stanley Hospital. I approached the minister about this issue two weeks ago to give him an 
opportunity to come out to the south of the river and say to people that he would not renege on a Liberal Party 
promise to move cardiac surgery from Fremantle Hospital to Fiona Stanley Hospital. Why is this happening? It 
is happening because the minister is looking after some of his mates at Royal Perth Hospital instead of looking at 
where the population lies — 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member on her feet is breaching standing order 92 by making accusations against the 
Minister for Health that are totally inappropriate and I ask that she withdraw. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Alfred Cove, I did not hear the remarks you made, but if you have indeed 
breached standing order 92, I would suggest you withdraw. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: I withdraw those comments; I admit I was getting a bit heated. 

Debate Resumed 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: But people south of the river are heated about this issue and I remind the government 
that in 2005, doctors at Fremantle Hospital, for the first time ever in history, ran a campaign against the Liberal 
government. They took out four-page advertisements in newspapers south of the river because they wanted a 
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commitment that tertiary services would stay south of the river. I think it is important that this minister be aware 
of the fact that those doctors who were involved in that campaign in 2005 have told me that they will run a 
similar campaign and that they are very unhappy that the government has not given a firm commitment that 
cardiac surgery and other tertiary services from Fremantle Hospital will be moved to the new flagship hospital 
south of the river in Fiona Stanley Hospital. They want a commitment. They want the government to fulfil the 
commitment that it has given time and time again about services south of the river.  

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.07 pm]: I thank the member for Alfred 
Cove for raising this issue because it is one on which the Labor Party has been active over the last few weeks as 
we, too, perceived the same level of concern and disquiet in the community about the prospect of any diminution 
in volume or scope of cardiothoracic services available to people in the southern suburbs. I think a range of 
people in the community feel some level of antipathy or are a bit forlorn about the prospect of cardiothoracic 
services moving away from Fremantle Hospital. Those feelings of concern are somewhat assuaged or nullified 
by the fact that they will be moving to the Fiona Stanley Hospital, which, as the member for Alfred Cove notes, 
will be the newest flagship tertiary hospital. That point is not lost on the Minister for Health, and I note that in 
May 2009 he nominated Fiona Stanley Hospital as being the central point of management and directorate for 
cardiothoracic services in Western Australia, as indeed it should be. Labor had a very strong vision in relation to 
the provision of these sorts of healthcare services; that is, there should be a large tertiary hospital service in the 
northern suburbs, which we saw at that point as being Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, and a large new tertiary 
hospital based in the southern suburbs delivering services to that community, which had hitherto gone without 
and which was ever growing, and from which demand for services would become even more acute. Therefore, 
we have a vision for health care that Fiona Stanley Hospital would be the key delivery point for cardiothoracic 
services, particularly for people in the southern suburbs. Like the member for Alfred Cove, we are very 
concerned that there is anxiety in the community that somehow there is a possibility that that commitment 
towards the delivery of services will be watered down. My understanding is that a group of senior clinicians is 
considering this very point. Part of what they are considering would be a proposal that Royal Perth Hospital 
maintain the lion’s share of cardiac services, with thoracic services being the major emphasis for Fiona Stanley 
Hospital. That is quite unacceptable from the Labor perspective, because we want to ensure that tertiary hospital 
services are advanced by the development of Fiona Stanley Hospital, not watered down. It is quite unacceptable 
to have a situation whereby the people currently serviced by the Fremantle Hospital would see a reduction in the 
sorts of services available to them.  

Labor’s vision for health care in Western Australia is a very important one. To the extent that the minister can, 
within the constraints of his own views that Royal Perth Hospital should be kept, he says that he agrees with 
Labor’s vision of health care in Western Australia that was articulated by Reid. Reid had a very strong view that 
we needed to create a critical mass of tertiary hospital services in the southern suburbs based at a hospital such as 
Fiona Stanley Hospital. There was a lot of disquiet when the government first came into office and made some 
noises about the reconfiguration of cardiothoracic services, because we did not want to see a watering down and 
the creation of too many centres offering cardiothoracic services; that would lose the critical mass and the sort of 
gravity needed to attract the very best cardiothoracic surgeons available. Therefore, the proposal that somehow 
we would see further watering down of services available from Fiona Stanley Hospital would contribute to that 
problem.  

We join the member for Alfred Cove in saying to the minister that he must maintain the level of services 
available to people in the southern suburbs. This is a very important vision of hospital services in this state. 
Fiona Stanley Hospital must match the ambitions of this government, the previous government and the 
community, and be the focal point for the delivery of cardiothoracic and other important hospital services to the 
community.  

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [3.12 pm]: I will not take five minutes. The 
government supports this motion, which calls on the Minister for Health to respond to the issues put forward by 
the member for Alfred Cove. The Minister for Health will not talk in this particular debate; he will wait until the 
vote is taken and then he will do what the motion calls upon him to do; that is, he will respond to the issues 
raised by the member for Alfred Cove. He has assured me that he will not take more than five minutes. I have 
tried to encourage him to take less time, because there is one bill that I want to get through the house today and 
the longer we debate other issues, the longer we will sit, which I hope will not be too late tonight. The 
government will vote for this motion and then the Minister for Health will take advantage of the house calling on 
him to respond to the issues put to him by the member for Alfred Cove.  

MS A.S. CARLES (Fremantle) [3.13 pm]: I briefly want to — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Fremantle, I have been provided with the information that five minutes were 
provided to the Independents as a total and the time has been used.  

Question put and passed.  
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Statement by Minister for Health 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Health) [3.14 pm]: I get whatever time I like, but I will not 
speak for very long. It is somewhat annoying to have to do this because the member for Alfred Cove has 
personally raised the issues with me outside this house and I provided her with a full response in detail not more 
than a week ago. But I am happy to put my response on the record in this house.  

Some of the comments that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition made explain why we are in this position and 
why this independent group of clinicians, who are making recommendations to me on the distribution of health 
services with the opening of Fiona Stanley Hospital, has recommended that all cardiothoracic surgery should be 
done at Royal Perth Hospital. The current plan is for two major trauma centres—one at Fiona Stanley Hospital 
and one at Royal Perth Hospital. The centre at Fiona Stanley Hospital is likely to be the largest, and the person in 
charge of the statewide system will be based at that hospital. The clinicians group recommended that the entire 
major trauma centre be based at Fiona Stanley Hospital, which would make it much bigger, but that then creates 
space gates. The group said that because heart and lung specialists are based at Royal Perth, that is where 
cardiothoracic surgery should be. That is the group’s recommendation. I have not yet received the 
recommendations; the group is still going through the process and consulting all interested groups. I gather that 
the position put to me was unanimous. I urge members to remember that this has come up because, as part of its 
consultations, the group talked to the cardiothoracic surgeons at Fremantle Hospital, who do not want that; they 
want to have the services that they provide at Fremantle to go to Fiona Stanley Hospital.  

The reality is that the clinical services framework on which we operate contains having cardiothoracic surgery at 
Fiona Stanley Hospital. The only way we can change that is through a decision of cabinet, because it was a 
cabinet-approved clinical services framework. I have explained to the member that when the recommendations 
eventually get to me, I will let them put the argument. I have told the person responsible for running the group 
doing this investigation that it is extremely unlikely that I will agree. I cannot personally envisage not having 
cardiothoracic surgery at our major south-of-the-river hospital. To me, like the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, 
it just does not make sense. In those early stages when I heard that this would be the case, I was going to say, 
“No, it’s not going to happen.” They said, “We have all these high-level specialists from all over the state 
gathering this information to put in their plans. The least you can do is listen to what they unanimously 
recommend.” I said, “Okay; I will listen, but I can tell you their chance of success is pretty slim because I do not 
think that it’s the appropriate thing to do.” That is my answer and that is the information that I gave to the 
member for Alfred Cove last week.  

To say that the government is considering taking cardiothoracic surgeons away from Fremantle Hospital is 
simply not true. The government is us, not the bureaucrats who provide advice to government. The government 
is the executive government of this state—us. Until the government even considers a decision, it will not look to 
make that change. It is not true that the government is looking to do that. The government—as in cabinet, 
including me—will consider what the group recommends, but I have already made our position very clear. 
Perhaps the member for Alfred Cove can pass on to her friends, the cardiothoracic surgeons from Fremantle who 
are initiating this campaign, that the time to do so is if and when the government makes a decision to do that.  

Ms J.M. Freeman: You said it will not happen.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: It is a long way away. If we make that decision, we will do so in the relatively near future—
probably over the next six months—because we have to prepare for the opening of Fiona Stanley Hospital. The 
matter will then have to go through cabinet and we will announce our decision. In my view, the chances of that 
occurring are next to zero. The members involved in the debate will be informed well ahead of that time, and 
then they can start their campaign to say that they do not think it is a good idea. For now, they should understand 
that this is a process whereby their doctors, their colleagues, are making recommendations to government about 
what they think should happen.  

TEACHERS — WORKING CONDITIONS 

Question on Notice 6315 — Answer Advice 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie–Preston) [3.18 pm]: I missed the jump a little earlier on at the conclusion of 
questions without notice. I ask about question on notice 6315 —  

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I know that we discussed this and I have given you this 
opportunity and some leniency because of the situations that developed after question time, but question 6315 
was asked within the last calendar month; you need to wait for at least one month after you have put that 
question to the ministers. I also note that the minister is not in the house. Realistically, as I think I explained to 
the member for Rockingham yesterday, for those questions on notice for which you have not received a 
response, you need to wait another calendar month before you can raise it in the house. There is no other 
opportunity that I can give you, Member for Collie–Preston.  
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Mr M.P. MURRAY: If I may, with due respect: I certainly understand that, but the minister herself insists that 
this question has been answered, but it has not. 

The SPEAKER: All I can suggest to the member for Collie–Preston is that he takes it up with her office. 

COMMUNITY PROTECTION (OFFENDER REPORTING) AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 2) 2011 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 9 November. 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [3.20 pm]: The opposition will support the Community Protection (Offender 
Reporting) Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2011. We accept that if it protects one child from the trauma and heartbreak 
of being a victim of sexual abuse, we are duty bound to give the bill our support. It is also our duty, as a 
thoughtful and competent opposition, to point out the limitations and some of the unintended consequences of 
these laws, including our reservations that it could potentially lead to more paedophiles in Western Australia 
being unknown to the authorities and unsupervised in some cases. 

I make those comments from a very strong basis. Labor has an excellent record when dealing with child sex 
abuse and paedophiles who prey on our children. I stress that good record because as our support for this bill is 
somewhat equivocal, we will no doubt have the unfair accusation levelled at us that we are soft on paedophiles 
and child abusers. Nothing could be further from the truth. It was the Labor government that introduced the 
current sex offender register. No-one has told me that the register is not working satisfactorily. I certainly have 
had complaints from police in the regions saying that it is onerous for them to keep track of the people on the 
register, but from my assessment of the system, it works quite well. Labor also introduced legislation on cyber-
predators, which I think has been very important. The police have the opportunity to stalk would-be paedophiles 
who groom young children on the internet, and that has been a very good tool for the police. When I was the 
Minister for Corrective Services, some hardcore child abusers refused to be involved in a program in prison. The 
very people who need to have programs were completing their whole sentence without being subject to parole 
and then went back into the community unsupervised, having undertaken no programs. There was an attitude at 
Corrective Services that these people were not amenable to programs because they did not want to change. I 
talked to one of the world’s leading forensic psychologists in this area, Dr Bill Marshall, who is originally from 
Perth but now lives in Canada. He trained a number of officers from Corrective Services in the psychological 
department so that they could deliver a program to those offenders who are called “deniers”; that is, people who 
deny their offending behaviour. Unfortunately, I understand that this government has dismantled that program. 
We offered those types of practical solutions. There are no facilities outside of prison for people who have 
paedophile or child abuse tendencies. The program in Victoria Park, the name of which escapes me, also has 
been closed down. There is very little support to ensure that people who do not want to re-offend can have 
assistance with that. 

I will talk about my own experience, which is not something I normally talk about in this place. However, this 
issue is of particular concern to me and I have been professionally involved with it for some years. When I was a 
prosecutor in the Canberra Director of Public Prosecutions, I was the only female in the office, so for some 
reason it was thought that I would be better at dealing with child abuse cases and prosecutions, and with child 
witnesses. I did that for about three years. During that time I was also on a committee that was set up by the 
Chief Magistrate that introduced, for example, a facility so that child victims of sex abuse could give their 
evidence via video link rather than confront the people who had perpetrated those crimes. This is an area that I 
know something about. At that time—it is some time ago; it is getting close to 20 years ago or more—when 
matters went to trial, jurors were prepared to accept any explanation other than the child could have been a 
victim of child abuse. It was very hard to secure a conviction in those days. I am happy to say that through public 
discourse and campaigns in the media, people are much more prepared to accept that these horrible things can be 
done to young children and they are prepared to convict the offenders. In my day it was a hard slog; it was very 
difficult. I used to see firsthand what happened to those victims, who were victimised again by the court system. 

We would say that we are well qualified to point out some of the flaws in this legislation. I have described it as 
“legislation by tabloid” because the legislation bears very little resemblance to what the Liberal Party promised. 
The headlines in the newspapers about this legislation have implied that it is something akin to the Liberal 
Party’s promise but in reality it is quite different from that which the Liberal Party promised. Admittedly, the 
Liberal Party’s election commitment was imprecise. It talked about having a public sex offender register. It has 
one of sorts, and I will explain in the time remaining to me why I do not believe that the government has even 
honoured its own commitment. That is one of the reasons that we have some issues with the bill. We believe that 
many offenders will fall outside the gap of being persons whose details will be required to be disclosed. It is also 
limited by locality. It is important to note that some people who have not committed any sexual offences 
whatsoever will have some of their details disclosed. 
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As a preface to discussing this legislation, it is important to note that there are 2 557 offenders on the register, 
and exactly none of those 2 557 are currently missing. The register is working well. There are 644 persons on the 
register in regional Western Australia and 1 913 in the metropolitan area. There are also dangerous sexual 
offenders. I should have mentioned that when referring to the Labor Party’s good legislative history in this area. 
We also introduced the Dangerous Sexual Offenders Amendment Bill 2005. There are 29 so-declared dangerous 
sexual offenders in the state. Of those 29, 14 are in the community. 

There are a number of categories within this legislation that I need to talk about. The first is quite clear and, 
frankly, is an area that is most obviously open to this sort of disclosure—that is when someone has breached 
their reporting conditions and their whereabouts is unknown, and that person is on the sex offender register or, as 
I understand it, is a dangerous sexual offender. Is that right, minister? Does the first category, the whereabouts of 
the person is unknown, include those on the community protection register and also dangerous sexual offenders? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Yes, if they are in relation to the ANCOR register. Obviously it is for offences against 
children. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes. Dangerous sexual offenders would also be on that Australian National Child Offender 
Register. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Yes. As far as I am aware, yes, they would be.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: So, this first category in which all details—photograph, name and full details—are published 
is for offenders whose whereabouts are unknown and who have breached their reporting conditions. The 
rationale for this, I think, is clear: it is a community safety issue and police probably need the community to be 
vigilant as there is a danger that these people will go underground, which again is not useful. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: On tier 1, those ones have gone underground. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: No, they continue to go underground. They have been missing for a while and have 
breached their conditions but there is a danger that they will go fully underground and never be seen again. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: I don’t know how you go from underground to fully underground. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: In any event, I think that provision is less contentious. These people have not complied with 
their orders and have not reported. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: We need to know where they are. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Member, can you just clarify something? I think you said that none of the people on the 
register fits that category at the moment. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: No; there is none at all. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: When did you last ask? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: It was about a week ago. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: It can vary, obviously, from week to week. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: I was told a couple of months ago that there were six people on that register. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: They have obviously found them all, minister, and congratulations to the police. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: They have obviously found them, which is great news, but I am told that at any time there are 
probably a maximum of six but there could be none. But they are the people who we need to find. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes. The second category is of those persons who are on the register. I am sorry, minister, 
that I am not using the tier 1, 2 and 3 categories, as I find them a little confusing. The second class of persons 
who are covered by this legislation are those who are on the sex offender register. I understand disclosure on the 
internet will be of their photo and the locality where they are residing. That information is not generally 
accessible. This is the first occasion in which the government has breached its promise, as this information is not 
publically available universally; it is available only to persons within the locality. Therefore, someone who lives 
in Girrawheen, for example, can type the 6064 postcode into the internet and they might get information on 
someone in the 6021 postcode just over the road in Wanneroo Road or someone in the next postcode. Therefore, 
information will be available for the general locality, not for the whole of the state. No name will be published 
and, as I will say later, I think there is some issue there about potential mistaken identity. If there is only a photo 
and a locality and no name, there is the possibility of mistaken identity. I will go into that in a minute. 

There is another category of people who are not on the sex offender register because they have not committed a 
sexual offence, but who the minister—I gather after representations from the Commissioner of Police—thinks 
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for some reason should have their photo and locality published on that internet site that is available to people in 
the immediate vicinity. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: If they’re deemed to be a risk against the safety or sexual safety of a child. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: That is right. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: I’ve got to be convinced by the commissioner, though. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: The minister quite rightly points out that he has to be convinced that they are a danger either 
to the safety or to the sexual safety of children—or is it to the safety of the community more generally, minister? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: No, it is to children. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Children, right. In that context, I have to say that there is a paradox. In many areas the 
minister says, “That is an operational matter that I can’t get involved in”, and this is of serious significance 
because the minister will put someone on the register that the community will genuinely interpret as a sex 
offender register, yet this person has not committed a sexual offence. This therefore seems to me to be highly 
problematic. I cannot understand why the minister himself has to be involved. If it is an operational community 
safety decision, I think it would be much better made by the Commissioner of Police. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: It is actually to try to give, if you like, an umpire or a referee to decide. If the commissioner 
wants to put somebody on there who has psychological or psychiatric problems and all sorts of things, he can’t at 
the moment. It is a safeguard. He can’t but he might want to, and if he wants to put someone like that on there, 
he has to come to me for me to agree to that as well. I will look very carefully at that because I do not believe 
that certain categories of people who are suffering mental problems should actually be on there. So it is a 
safeguard in both ways. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: To be fair to the minister, his advisers gave me the example of someone who had committed 
an offence, and it does have to be an offence punishable by imprisonment of five years or more. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Yes. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: For example, someone might have been convicted of burglary and there might be the 
suspicion of, say, serial stalking; so that gives rise to the suspicion that they may be a danger in terms of the 
legislation. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Can I clarify that? That is burglary, if the burglary was of children’s underwear and that sort 
of thing—things that have a link to children. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: The legislation does not actually say that, minister. The advisers said that someone might be 
guilty of, say, burglary but in the course of the investigation—this is a pretty unsavoury example but it is the one 
the minister’s advisers gave me—the police might find out that this particular offender masturbates in nappies. 
That was the example that I was given. I do not like to think about that too much, but there is no offence 
committed in doing that. It might be an offence in the eyes of some people, but it is not an offence if it is done in 
the privacy of his own home. So, that person, however unsavoury that conduct is, has not committed a sex 
offence. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Would they have committed an offence that warrants a five-year prison sentence? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: If it was a burglar who was found in the course of the investigation to have engaged in 
conduct in the privacy of his own home. I was given that as a possible example that the police might put up to 
the minister to pre-disclose. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Okay. I wasn’t given that example, I’m glad to say. I was given one of a burglar who might 
steal a little girl’s knickers and things like that—or even a teenage girl’s knickers and bras and things like that—
where there is a sexual connotation as part of that burglary. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes. I accept that is the minister’s intention and that is how he might interpret the act. It is 
not actually that narrow in the legislation. 

The third type of disclosure relates to permitting carers or parents to make an application to receive information 
about a person who may have regular access to their children. This is sensible. I know that this is an issue that 
we were concerned about when we were drafting the original legislation. For example, if the police or the 
Department for Child Protection had concerns about someone who had moved in with, say, a single mum, we 
were concerned about which mechanism would be used whereby we could communicate that to the single mum 
to make sure that the child or children were not at risk. The legislation says that such a mother or carer can 
provide their driver’s licence information and other evidence that the person is with children unsupervised for 
regular periods, and that information will then be given to the inquirer. Again, there is some sensible rationale 
for doing that. It might be an area where, for example, information has fallen through the cracks with the current 
working with children checks. 
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It is significant, however, that the legislation refers to not disclosing information when there is a prospect that it 
will have the effect of identifying the victim. This is one of our major concerns, because it means that when an 
offender has committed an offence within a family, there is a very good prospect that that person’s information 
will not be published under this regime. That means that the vast majority of sex offenders will be outside the 
scope of this scheme. Again, this is an example in which the Liberal Party promise has been seriously 
compromised and qualified. 

As I understand from my research in relation to young children, about 93 per cent of offenders commit child 
abuse offences within the family. I repeat that: 93 per cent. What I want to ask the minister is: how many 
offenders is it estimated that this legislation will cover, bearing in mind the exclusion of those who are involved 
in child abuse in a family context? Are we talking about 50, 100, 200? What are the numbers? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: In total, how many will it cover? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes; how many is it estimated that this legislation will cover? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: At any one time it would cover approximately 40 who would — 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Forty? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: No, let me finish. Well, it would cover everybody who is on the sex offender register; it could 
cover them. But out of that number, the only people who will appear on the register under tier 2 will be 
approximately 40 to 50. Under tier 1, of course, it could be anything up to six, or it could be nothing. I have to 
tell the member that I think tier 3 is one of the best parts of the bill. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Tier 3 is the single mum example, if you like. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: The example of the single mum, yes. In the UK, I think there were 330 in the constabularies 
where it happened. Inquiries were made, and I think there was a positive result on about 21. So there were 21 
kids, or 21 cases — 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: There were potentially more kids if there were 21 offenders. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Yes. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: All right. So this is what we are looking at. Of the 2 500 sex offenders registered in the state, 
possibly at any one time there may be 50—that is being optimistic or putting a high figure on it—who in some 
way are covered by the tier 1 and tier 2 offences. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: For tier 1 and tier 2, we are looking at approximately 50, yes. I would suggest that is an 
estimate. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Without meaning to absolutely stress the point, it is quite clear that this falls way short of 
what the Liberal Party promised in its election commitments, and I think it belies the headlines we have seen in 
the newspaper as to what this legislation will achieve. 

I want to talk briefly now about the flow-on consequences of this legislation. Given those numbers, there is a real 
problem, and this has been identified, I think, even in regimes such as that in the United States, which has 
Megan’s law, and in the United Kingdom, which has Sarah’s law. It has the potential to lull parents into a false 
sense of security, for example, if they think that they will have knowledge, through the internet, of everyone who 
could significantly be an offender against their children. We know that is wrong because it covers only those 
within the location. We also know that there are, of course, first-time offenders, and, by definition, they are not 
covered. Therefore, we are concerned that it may have the effect that parents will be unduly complacent, when 
this legislation is highly qualified. 

Secondly, I think an absolutely legitimate point is made; that is, given that in the case of some offenders they 
have only their photograph and the locality published, there is a very real danger of mistaken identity. I do not 
have to go too far to talk about mistaken identity, because in June 2004, in a couple of seats from where I am 
now, the then member for Warren–Blackwood, Paul Omodei, said this — 

I begin my remarks by drawing attention to something that concerns me greatly. I have just been given 
information that Gary Narkle, the repeat rapist, has been located in my town and is living within 
400 metres of the senior high school. There are some 700 students at that high school, and there is a 
primary school just down the road. A large number of students walk to and from the school. I was 
hoping that the Minister for Justice or the Attorney General would be here to give me some assurances 
that there are funds in the budget to monitor the movements of these kinds of people in our community. 
It seems to me that Mr Narkle is in transit. He was in Toodyay or Northam a few weeks ago, and now 
he is in Manjimup, in my electorate. 

A couple of days later we received a personal explanation from Mr Omodei. He said — 
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Last Tuesday, 15 June, I raised a matter in the House concerning information I had received that 
Mr Gary Narkle, a repeat sex offender, was residing in Manjimup near the senior high school. The 
information I received was from a very reliable source. However, it is now known that Mr Narkle does 
not reside in Manjimup. 

That is just one example—someone as astute and clever as Mr Omodei can fall into the trap of mistaken 
identity—and I could give the house numerous other examples. 

The next issue I wanted to raise is vigilante action. That, I think, has been discounted a bit by the government. It 
has said, “Oh, no, no; it didn’t happen in England; it’s not going to happen here.” Well, it did happen in England 
under the so-called News of the World regime, which I will talk about in a minute. However, the UK scheme that 
the government is talking about related to only the tier 3 offenders. Therefore, on advice given to me by the 
minister’s advisers — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: I agree with you. It is mainly in tier 3 that it happened in the UK. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: It is tier 3. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Yes, I accept that. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: So vigilante action in relation to tiers 1 and 2 is a very real possibility, and I will give the 
house a couple of examples. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Well, you say that, member, but you can access a person who is registered on the sex 
offenders register only if they reside within your postcode or adjoining postcodes. That is why, out of, say, 40 
who could be in the state—we are taking only the serious ones, the repeat offenders; that is, schedule 1 or 
schedule 2 offenders—you might find in your postcode and the surrounding postcodes, in total, two people who 
are on the sex offenders register. You might find none. In some areas you might find six, because you are taking 
it out of a pool of 40. I am saying 40; it is 40 who have been, if you like, chosen as being ones of serious interest 
to police. That will be the pool that will go in the state. So none could show up. Therefore, I think that the chance 
of vigilante action is reduced enormously by that, because we are not giving their location and we are not giving 
their addresses, their names or anything else; we are just giving a picture, if you like — 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: If people are getting the picture, they will know that they are somewhere near; right? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Somewhere near? Well, my postcode covers about four suburbs. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: There are these things called Twitter and Facebook, and there is already a site that people in 
Western Australia can access called MAKO. So, as I understand it, there is very little to stop people putting 
information on those sites. I understand that the government is currently seeking a legal opinion about the 
consequences if people put that information on Facebook, but it is by no means clear what the legal implications 
of that are. Anyway, I will give a couple of examples of vigilantism. There was one in The Guardian headed 
“Doctor driven out of home by vigilantes”, and the report states — 

Self-styled vigilantes attacked the home of a hospital paediatrician after apparently confusing her 
professional title with the word “paedophile”, it emerged yesterday. Dr Yvette Cloete, a specialist 
registrar in paediatric medicine at the Royal Gwent hospital in Newport, was forced to flee her house 
after vandals daubed it with graffiti in the middle of the night. 

The word “paedo” was written across the front porch and door of the house she shared with her brother 
in the village of St Brides, south Wales. 

… 

Gwent police confirmed that the attack last Friday night was prompted by a confusion over the words 
“paedophile” and “paediatrician”. 

According to the report, the police said — 

“We are concerned that some people in the local community have taken it upon themselves to do this, 
and would urge them to think about the consequences of their inaccurate and inappropriate actions.”  

What is really sad about this case is that the action they took was against a valuable member of the community 
who had, in fact, devoted her life to helping children. 

As I mentioned earlier, there were some issues about the name-and-shame campaign undertaken by The News of 
the World, that infamous newspaper. I might add that the infamous Rebekah Brooks had recently been appointed 
editor of that publication before the campaign began. The News of the World published the photographs and 
addresses of 83 convicted sex offenders over two weeks. It was then forced to drop the naming procedure after 
meeting with police and child welfare groups. It had to back down after more than 100 people rioted at the home 
of a convicted paedophile in Portsmouth. That paedophile subsequently disappeared, leaving The News of the 
World in an untenable position. The head of the Association of Chief Police Officers said that the association 
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certainly did not support The News of the World’s action or any other activities that happened as a consequence 
of The News of the World’s campaign. 

Another article from The Guardian entitled, “After the vigilantes”, states — 

The scene played out in Portsmouth in the early hours of yesterday morning will have stirred oddly 
mixed feelings. A first reaction may have been revulsion at the sight of a lynch mob of 150, 
surrounding the home of a man, overturning and torching a car, apparently demanding his neck. There 
is something primitive about a baying crowd, driven by a lust for vigilante, string-em-up justice. And 
yet, some may well have understood the crowd’s anger: they were furious to discover they have a child 
molester living among them. Some were parents, anxious for the fate of their children. They saw what 
happened to Sarah Payne, the eight-year-old girl killed last month, and they do not want their child to 
be next. In their view, the News of the World had peformed a service with its week-by-week roll-call of 
paedophiles, warning people of the threat in their midst. 

The article continues — 

The paper’s decision to drop its drive to “name and shame”, announced last night, gives us all a chance 
to reflect on what can be done to reconcile these conflicting emotions. Clearly, random vigilante 
publishing was not the answer. If its objective was the protection of children, then it simply failed. In 
fact it served the opposite purpose, driving paedophiles underground, where neither police nor 
probation services could keep track of them. Already the relevant agencies have told of convicted sex 
offenders, once under their watch, who have now moved off-radar. That has increased the risk to 
children, not reduced it. It is only a pity the News of the World took so long to realise it. 

That is an assessment of what happened with The News of the World; vigilante action does not run far from the 
surface. 

Another issue is that this legislation has the potential to divert valuable police resources. Apart from the fact that 
the government is not providing the 500 police officers it promised to provide—yet another broken promise; it is 
only going to provide 350—there is also the issue that this legislation could have the effect of diverting police 
resources away from where they are needed. In fact, the Western Australian Police Union of Workers has 
publicly expressed its concerns about this legislation. An AAP article retrieved from the internet states — 

But WA Police Union president Russell Armstrong says the register would make it harder for officers 
to monitor and track serious sex offenders. 

“Our fear is that they will go underground, move from the locations that they’re at, making it difficult 
for us to find them and make sure the community is protected,” he said. 

Mr Armstrong said registers in the United States had led to the formation of vigilante groups. 

Police monitoring of serious sex offenders in WA was working, he said. 

“Our officers do a great job. We know where they are and what they’re doing,” he said. 

Those are sentiments with which we would certainly concur. 

The next issue is really serious and very concerning to me. At present, we have pretty similar laws Australia-
wide in all the states. It has been expressed to me by senior police officers that if we were to suddenly adopt a 
different regime to those of the other states, in which we disclose information about offenders—which is 
inconsistent with the regimes in other states—there is a strong suggestion that the other states will no longer 
share with us information about offenders moving interstate. We could potentially have sex offenders moving 
from other states and we would not be made aware of them by the other states, so instead of increasing 
community safety it could, in fact, compound the existing problem. 

This is not fanciful. When we were drafting the original laws, I talked to New South Wales police and they told 
us that when New South Wales brought in similar laws—it was the first state to introduce child sex offender 
laws—paedophiles left New South Wales in a mass exodus across the border to Queensland, where no such laws 
existed. We have had weak assurances from the Attorney General that this is not going to happen. 

I have written to ministers in other states on this matter; I am waiting on answers. I really think that the 
government should be getting, over the break, rock solid assurances from other states that this will not occur, and 
disclose those assurances in this Parliament. Frankly, the whole system will fundamentally break down if that is 
allowed to occur. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Can I just answer a question you referred to earlier? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Certainly, minister. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: You are talking about Facebook. The information I have just been given is that the State 
Solicitor has confirmed that Facebook, more than likely, would be deemed a public place in relation to this 
legislation. We’re actually waiting to get that in writing, but that’s what they’ve told us verbally. 
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Ms M.M. QUIRK: Therefore, if one puts something on Facebook, it is deemed to be publishing, but one would 
need to say that one had the intent to create animosity or whatever the terms are under the defence. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: If you deem it and it is likely to create animosity, there is obviously a lesser sentence given; I 
think it’s two years. If what you do, you do with intent to create animosity, vigilante action, so on and so forth, 
then you can get up to 10 years in jail. So that’s the difference and, I would suggest, if that’s what we’re looking 
at, that would apply to Facebook as much as anywhere else, in relation to publishing. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I am certainly heartened by that, minister; I do not know that I would want to prosecute the 
first case when that occurs. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: They might want you for a defence counsel.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Defence counsel? Thank you very much, minister. It is not a position I feel that comfortable 
with. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: I don’t blame you, either. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I want to briefly refer to an excellent paper—it is a long paper—written by Chris Goddard 
and Bernadette J. Saunders in 2001, entitled, “Child abuse and the media”. We appreciate that these are complex, 
difficult issues and it is hard to get them right. One of the sections in this paper really identifies the tension 
between children’s right to protection and getting the balance right in terms of the privacy of individuals. The 
paper states — 

At the heart of this matter is the tension between children’s rights to protection, on the one hand, and, 
on the other, the right of those who abuse children to be considered to have reformed after serving their 
sentences.  

The paper then refers to another author, Caroline Lewis, and continues — 

She suggests that “growing feelings of frustration and powerlessness” have been expressed by 
communities as media coverage has brought home the realisation that sex offenders are living in their 
neighbourhoods. High rates of recidivism and lack of success in rehabilitation have been quoted in 
support of legislation such as Megan’s Law in the United States. According to Lewis, opponents of 
such laws argue that they infringe the released offenders’ civil liberties and limit their chances to 
rebuild their lives. These opponents also question the data on high recidivism rates and argue that most 
sex offences against children take place in the family or in child care. 

A lack of confidence in the courts pervades many discussions. The case of Said Morgan in New South 
Wales is considered to reflect a lack of confidence in the courts’ ability to deal appropriately with those 
charged with sexual assault. On 1 August 1997, a jury took little more than half an hour to find Morgan 
not guilty of murder or manslaughter. Morgan, a former detective, claimed that it was instinct that 
caused him to shoot an alleged child molester six times in the head with his police-issue revolver … 
The unnamed alleged offender was killed two days after Morgan learned that the man was charged with 
sexual assaults on three girls aged six, eleven and fourteen. Two of the victims were related to Morgan 
and the girls claimed that they had suffered four years of abuse including anal intercourse and digital 
penetration (medical evidence confirmed that abuse had occurred). The alleged perpetrator had 
threatened to kill the girls if they disclosed the abuse … 

In an editorial describing the verdict as “astonishing”, the Sydney Morning Herald suggested that the 
fact that “juries simply do not like paedophiles” might have contributed to the decision. Speculating 
about other factors, the editorial suggested that: “Perhaps the explanation for the outright acquittal was 
the jury’s unwillingness to leave the question of punishment to the court, as would have occurred had 
the jury found Mr. Morgan guilty of manslaughter” … 

This is an area in which there are really complex issues. There are legitimate concerns on both sides, and we 
concede that getting the balance right is very hard. 

There is provision in the legislation for deleting information from the websites, for example, in the case of 
offenders whose whereabouts are unknown. There might be legitimate reasons why offenders were not able to be 
contacted. There is provision for removal of that information from the website. As we all know, the internet is 
forever. It seems to me that deleting stuff from the internet may not be sufficient and there may well be ongoing 
information. For example, the information that is uploaded onto the MAKO site means that there are some 
serious implications about how this information is handled that have not been thought through sufficiently, 
although I am glad to hear that the minister has an opinion on Facebook.  

I want to refer briefly to some other unintended consequences. I refer to a letter that I received, and I think the 
minister also received it. I am sorry that it is long but I think it really emphasises the point that we are trying to 
make about this legislation. It states — 
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Dear Minister 

I write on behalf of my extended family in relation to your Community Protection (Offender Reporting) 
Amendment Bill (no 2) 2011 which was introduced into State Parliament this week.  

I am the sister of a 1st offence sex offender (not a paedophile) who is currently serving the remainder of 
his sentence at Acacia Prison. My parents (who are in their early 80’s), my brother’s 5 sons and two 
daughters and I have great concerns after reading the “Explanatory Memorandum” to the 
abovementioned Amendment Bill. Recent press regarding the above has done little to allay our 
concerns that despite a year going by, you are acting on this election populist promise without thinking 
of the consequences.  

My brother has been a model inmate during his incarceration. He has participated in any and every 
possible program offered to rehabilitate and educate himself and is looking forward to being granted 
parole and recommencing his life. He isn’t, and never was, a dangerous paedophile or serial sex 
offender. He is a passive, quiet, and hardworking family man who had a gradual and serious mental and 
physical breakdown, with attempted suicides, and had a history of sexual abuse perpetrated upon 
himself as a 10 year old boy.  

I make no apology for my brother and the crime he has committed. He will live with this crime every 
day of his life, but he is trying to repay a debt to the community by becoming a better more worthy 
person. I do not wish to devalue the effect this crime has had on his young victim who will also have a 
lifelong sentence. The circumstances of the crime itself are tragic and a good man and a young girl must 
now be allowed to repair and rebuild and as members of this community we must encourage this.  

The concerns our family have relate to many issues in your Amendment Bill and I would ask that you 
please respond so as to allay our concerns.  

Our first concern is naturally the well-being of my brother. As I said above, he has accepted his 
incarceration and vowed to use the time to become a citizen worthy of taking his place in society. He 
has taken advantage of the rehabilitation courses and the counselling offered through the prison system. 
Not a day goes by that he isn’t diligently working hard at one program or another. He is a “trusted” 
inmate and on top of the list for the self-care unit at Acacia Prison. We are all concerned that his 
remarkable progress from the Psychiatric Ward at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, to his present healthy 
state of mind will be undermined by being put on a publicly accessible sex offender register. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: The chances are, member, that from the description you made he would not be accessible. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: This is not so much about him as the family. It does illustrate some of the consequences of 
the effects of the bill. The letter continues — 

He has a home waiting for him, with a loving family and caring friends willing to support him, and has 
plans for a future of hard work and contributing to society again. We are concerned that identification 
will force him away from his support network. He has already suffered from vigilante activity and 
vilification with hateful SMS messages going out to friends, family and neighbours prior to his 
incarceration. Please can you tell us how it won’t get so much worse for him if anyone can access his 
private information? 

We know that is not true. It continues — 

The Attorney General, Mr Christian Porter stated recently that “ultimately this Government trusts the 
WA public to behave responsibly when given access to the information which will help keep children 
safe”. With all due respect to Mr Porter, but is he living in a bubble? There are some people in Western 
Australia who will become vigilantes no matter what the penalty. How does this legislation do anything 
to improve the protection of children? There is an ever present possibility that there is an unconvicted 
sex offender or paedophile lurking in the suburbs or in the home, so I fail to see how this register in the 
amended format can help us feel safer. This just gives the community false reassurance. Under the 
current national register, there are good levels of compliance and it provides all the necessary 
information to accredited entities and the people who need to know, like the Police. The Commissioner 
of Police is right to be concerned that the existing system will be undermined. Is it really in the public 
interest to have this information accessible to all? Why not have a public register for murderers? Why 
don’t we think this would be in the public interest? It is because it is an absurd concept that a public 
register for murderers will actually prevent murders just like a public register for sex offenders prevents 
sex offences.  

How will this legislation amendment protect the rights of my brother who will have served his sentence 
as ordered by the Courts and our community and is entitled to a clean slate? How does this allow him to 
move back into the community and live in peace? Isn’t this in fact double punishment? Former 
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prisoners do not forfeit their civil rights after they have served their term of imprisonment imposed on 
them by society itself. What it does is to encourage people to take the law into their own hands and 
often ends up in cases of mistaken identity and other unintended consequences with people who are not 
equipped mentally to covet this information in the first place.  

We understand your dilemma. Firstly you have an election promise and want to be seen as tough on 
crime. Secondly, you have a small number of sex offenders and paedophiles who have gone 
underground with current voluntary reporting. You are also correct in being concerned at the number of 
dangerous, repeat offenders who situate themselves close to schools and playgrounds. 

It then talks about the Dante Arthurs case, and it goes on — 

He does not fall into any of your dangerous and/or repeat offender categories, so what should we be 
expecting for him upon his release? Are we saying to offenders that there is no hope of redemption?  

She goes on further — 

His sons and daughters share his surname, and our father has the same first name and surname. My 
brother’s last known address is at the home of our parents. Our parents are great grandparents. My 
father is an upstanding citizen who, in his 80’s, still contributes to the community on several business 
and charitable organisations. Could our parents be targeted by misinformed vigilantes? I am concerned 
that our parents’ wonderful reputations will be besmirched through no fall of their own and that the 
stress of this public register may affect their health. My brother’s children have to attend school and 
work and don’t need to have to deal with any more shame than they already have. His family have the 
right, just like the victim, to live in peace without victimisation and vigilantism. Please tell us where is 
he supposed to live and how is he supposed to fit into a community again if everywhere he goes he is 
“run out of town”? Where is the “right” place to house a sex offender? It may mean that offenders are 
less likely to remain in a stable, supportive environment and are forced away from the help of 
counsellors and psychiatrists. I see this legislation as being fundamentally flawed in that it does not 
address prevention and has no useful law enforcement purpose and will ultimately only serve to titillate 
people’s prurient curiosity.  

It goes on for another page and a half. I suppose the minister will respond to that person in due course. It makes 
the very important point that other people will unwittingly get dragged into this whole system. The idea that this 
offender’s 80-year-old father has the same name as he does and lives in the same locality is clearly problematic. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: From the content of that letter that offender would not be accessible to the public. He would 
not be one of the 40 or so. The only way he could be identified in any way would be if he took up with —  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: He would come into the photographs. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: No, he wouldn’t.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Why not, minister? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: You described him as not a serious sexual offender; he is not a repeat offender. Did he 
commit a section 1 or two section 2s? They are the only people who will be in the tier 2.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: But his photograph could still be published, and his locality. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: No; not if he is not a serious sexual offender. There are 2 500 on the register.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: We do not know. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Based on the description you have given —  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: She is saying he is not a paedophile, but that does not mean that he is not a serious sexual 
offender. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: It has to be against the child. I am saying that there are 2 500-odd on the register at the 
moment and only 40 are the really serious ones who have committed sexual crimes against children, who will be 
in the pool of, roughly speaking, 40. I do not believe — 

Mr J.R. Quigley: And the level 1 absconders.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Yes; they will be on tier 1. There might be one; there might be half a dozen. I am told there is 
never more than half a dozen. 

Mr J.R. Quigley: In tier 2, you’d expect about 40. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: About 40, yes, the worst—repeat and serious offenders. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Be that as it may, people fall into that category who have a similar family situation.  
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The point is still well made that if there is a similar name or they live in the same premises there could be 
unintended consequences for people who, through no fault of their own, have committed no offence.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: We think it is very unlikely that will happen.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I hope so, minister. I hope the minister is not in this place having to explain it. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: I’ve said that I will accept responsibility for that.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I have a couple of final matters to conclude on. I recently visited the United States and 
looked at a range of technologies. When I was minister we looked at the bracelet technology available at that 
time. I was not confident it was up to the standard that we could be confident that people could be tracked at all 
times. But that is now some years ago. I have seen the latest technology in the United States and I am certainly 
of the view that if there are concerns with some people, the bracelet technology is another thing that the 
government should be considering, rather than these laws. I am not sure why it has not been doing so.  

In terms of the offences created through people abusing the information they secure through this system, I still 
think that is less than robust. I think in cases such as the Derryn Hinch case, a strong argument can be mounted 
that there is a public interest, however inappropriate the motivation, for disclosing that information. It occurs to 
me that that would be very hard to enforce and I suspect that, in some cases, there will not be a lot of enthusiasm 
on the part of the prosecuting authorities or police to in fact enforce that. In terms of the offence provisions, it 
would have been better if it was in the context of underpinning privacy legislation, and we do not have that. I am 
concerned that once it comes to tier 3 offenders, for example, and that information is secured, the mum might be 
very tempted to go off to Today Tonight or what have you. I am concerned that once the genie is out of the bottle 
it will be very hard to prevent it.  

Mindful of the time, and other things that have to occur this afternoon, I want to say that this falls very much 
short of what the Liberal Party promised in its election campaign. It cannot go out now and beat its chest and 
say, “We’ve met that election promise.” Secondly, for the very same reason, it applies to a very small number of 
offenders. It means that people will be lulled into a false sense of security and that in itself may compound 
problems. I note in that regard that there is an exclusion from civil liability for police in relation to disclosure 
information, so it is very much a matter of “use information how you want”. The vast majority of sex offenders 
who are familial sex offenders will be certainly outside the scope of this legislation. The whole legislative 
scheme is predicated on the idea of the handful of strangers who will be eligible to be caught by this scheme. I 
have to say that I am not sure what the imperative was to act on the existing laws. As we have heard, there are no 
offenders on the register who are missing. As I said, this legislation would not have prevented the very tragic 
death of Sofia Rodriguez-Urrutia Shu, the dreadful case that foundered on the issues of prosecutor and police 
malfeasance.  

To conclude, I think this legislation is a huge confidence trick for the reasons I gave earlier. We are prepared to 
support it on the basis that if it protects one child from these odious crimes, we are duty bound to support it. But 
as we said, I think a number of issues need to be resolved before it adds positively and constructively to the 
existing law enforcement arrangements.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [4.18 pm]: I do not want to speak for very long and I do not think the other 
opposition speakers want to speak for very long, but I want to indicate my support and my colleagues’ support 
for the Community Protection (Offender Reporting) Amendment Bill (No.2) 2011. We have considered this 
matter and support what the government is trying to do to deal with issues concerning child sex offenders. That 
is our considered position, and that is what we believe.  

I must say that it is a small building block, but it builds on some of the reforms that the member for Girrawheen 
referred to. Members might recall the serious and repeat offender legislation, which was designed to ensure that 
unreformed people who commit sexual offences could be restrained beyond the end of their sentence if they 
evinced an intention, or showed an indication or proclivity, to commit another sexual offence. That law was 
introduced in Western Australia by the former government, following on from the Queensland example. We 
introduced the Department for Child Protection with a $500 million injection of funds. That was designed—it is, 
hopefully, working—to assist in the protection of children in Western Australia. There was also the working 
with children checks for people who have a role dealing with children in sporting clubs and teaching. People 
must have a card these days, and their records or charges in relation to children are considered before they can 
obtain one. There was the Gordon inquiry, which resulted from the shocking events around Susan Taylor and the 
Swan Valley Nyungah camp, which led to the establishment of multifunction police stations all over Western 
Australia, particularly in remote communities where there had never before been a policing presence. There was 
also the closure of the Swan Valley Nyungah camp, which removed that source of trouble for a group of very 
unfortunate children who suffered in that way. Lastly, there was the introduction of mandatory reporting. 
Six major initiatives were introduced by the former government in relation to the protection of children. 
Mandatory reporting was introduced by Premier Carpenter in 2007, and this government has continued it. It is a 
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very specialised form of mandatory reporting; hopefully it has not resulted in the overloading of the system. A 
wide range of initiatives was implemented by the former government. 

This initiative of identifying, or having a register of, child sex offenders was committed to by the now 
government when in opposition. It does not go as far as the then opposition promised. I recall the now minister, 
then spokesperson, indicating on television that it would be the publication of photographs of all people who 
commit child sex offences, and of course the Community Protection (Offender Reporting) Amendment Bill 
(No.2) 2011 does not do that; only a tiny proportion of child sex offenders will actually have their photographs 
published. The implication or indication from the then opposition, now government, was that there would be 
photographs of all sex offenders out there on the internet. I do not think that would have been wise, and I am 
pleased the government has decided that it is not. The member for Girrawheen set out a number of examples, but 
if an 18-year-old young man has had a sexual relationship with his 15-year-old girlfriend, he has technically 
committed a serious sexual offence; obviously, we would not want that person to have their photo on a website 
where they could potentially be identified forevermore. There is also the example of a child being identified who 
had been the victim of a sexual offence perpetrated by a family member; of course we would not want those 
photographs out there, because the victim would be subject to identification because of that photograph. So, I am 
pleased to see that the government has not taken that course of action, because it would have been very unwise 
and not in the interests of children and people in Western Australia. From what the minister has said, it is 
apparent that there will only be a small number of people on the website.  

I want to go through the details of the legislation quickly. There is a provision that enables the photographs of 
people who may be on the loose or on the run to be published to enhance the offender’s arrest—of course, who 
could object to that? Members could not object to that. I suggest to the house that that is a wise move. Another 
provision provides a mechanism by which, in particular, mothers are able to access details about people who 
might be involved in some sort of close contact with their children. I do not object to that, although I wonder 
why the working with children checks were not sufficient in that regard; perhaps the minister could answer that 
question. As I understand it, the working with children checks not only detail convictions, but also charges laid. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Yes, certainly, I can answer that for you now. You are giving an example of, say, a mother 
who wants to find out about a footy coach or a tennis coach or something like that. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: They would have to have a working with children card.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is right. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: But there might be a footy team and you might find that one of the other dads is helping the 
coach. The coach would be covered because he has a working with children card, but somebody who just helps 
out occasionally and might be another dad would not need a working with children card because he has a family 
member there. But she might have suspicions about him, and she might be concerned about her child spending 
unsupervised time with that person. She could, in that instance, put the case and possibly find out whether that 
person is a registered sex offender.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: Okay. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: But the main area is the single mum who takes up with a bloke who has access to the children 
then and — 

Mr M. McGOWAN: She does not understand his background? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Yes. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Okay. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: She may have concerns, you know?  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have no objection to that; that is tier 1 and tier 3 disclosure.  

I think some questions need to be answered about tier 2, and I would counsel the government to act sparingly in 
regards to the second category, simply because of the Paul Omodei example, which I remember well. A 
gentleman moved into a street in, I think, Manjimup—a perfectly innocent man who I think had a job as a 
delivery driver; he was in employment—but unfortunately for him, in the minds of the people living in that street 
he bore a resemblance to Gary Narkle. The people in the street went to Mr Omodei, who then went out and 
identified him as Gary Narkle—a quite infamous sex offender in Western Australia. Of course, that gentleman 
was then subject to people driving up and down his street and families gathering in the street and so forth, but he 
was a perfectly innocent person. It was a terrible event in my view—a terrible event—and it showed that people 
should not use their position in this house without having their facts straight.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: I could not agree more. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: That gentleman suffered as a consequence of being mistakenly identified, and it was 
terrible. But for the, I suppose, relatively quick realisation that it was a case of mistaken identity, that gentleman 
could have suffered very adverse consequences from angry people in that community. The government needs to 
be very careful about the publication of photographs in that tier 2 category. I am pleased it has a range of 
protections in place around that, including a review clause in the legislation. The government needs to be 
absolutely certain that it is in the public interest for those photographs to be published, because we would not 
like to see a circumstance similar to what happened with that gentleman, who was identified as Gary Narkle by 
Paul Omodei, occurring again in any shape or form in Western Australia. The review clause is important, and all 
the checks and balances around that provision are important, so that people are not unfairly accused. The 
photograph will be published with a locality, and somebody might bear a resemblance to the person whose 
photograph is published, and it would be very unfair if that happened.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: But it’s only accessible by the person who seeks some access to that. It is not as though it is 
put on a shopfront window or something that everybody can see, or in a newspaper. It is a very limited access, 
and you have to give a reason for access and you have to give identification—a driver’s licence. So, under tier 2, 
not anybody can simply go in and see which paedophiles live in their area without giving proper accreditation as 
to who they are.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: Okay; that is good. But as we know, there can be further publication, even though that 
might be an offence. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: That’s an offence. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, it might be an offence, but somebody might download the photograph and then 
wander down to the school and say, “Has anyone seen this fellow around?” That sort of thing might take place, 
and there might be confusion about the individual. Therefore, all I am saying to the minister is that I do not 
object to it, provided that there are the strictest guidelines in place around it and the strictest supervision. If there 
is evidence that it causes problems, perhaps in the future we should think very carefully about putting those 
photographs up. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Obviously, I would address any problems that arise, if there were any. I would address them 
in a very quick manner, if they happened under my watch. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I do not want to speak for long. I support the legislation. I discussed it with a local mother 
in my electorate who has three young children and whose advice I respect—my wife! She was supportive of 
these initiatives. Although we might get criticised sometimes for taking advice from family members, I think it is 
wise to consult people with experience in looking after young children day in, day out. I consulted her and I 
thought her advice was good. That is one of the reasons I think this legislation is worthwhile. However, I think it 
should be monitored carefully. It is a small building block—that is all it is—on all those initiatives that have 
taken place over the last 10 years or so, but if it assists in some sort of protection, particularly for the third 
category of offence, in relation to, as the minister said, the new boyfriend of a single mother, that category is 
worthwhile. It is a small building block on those other initiatives and we will support this legislation.  

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale) [4.31 pm]: As the members for Rockingham and Girrawheen have stated, the Labor 
Party supports the Community Protection (Offender Reporting) Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2011. I just have a few 
comments to make. As we all know, this legislation has overseas origins, with Megan’s law in America being, I 
think, the first piece of legislation in regard to this issue. I have just one general comment to make before I look 
at some specific parts of the legislation; it is just a general constitutional legal issue. Although in the state 
Constitution there is no paramount or absolute need to have a separation of judicial and executive powers, it is a 
general policy that we have that separation, and it can be argued that this legislation, whereby the Commissioner 
of Police and/or the Minister for Police can decide whether a person’s name goes on the register, is a use of 
judicial power. We are not prevented from doing that, it is just a general policy provision, or a general tradition, 
that there is a separation of judicial and executive powers. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: I think that is to try to have a bit of a safeguard, actually, on behalf of the individual who is 
on the sex offender register anyway. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: Proposed sections 85F and 85G deal with reportable offenders and also tier 2 offences; they 
specifically exclude children, so child sex offenders; and that is fine. As we know, under section 35 of the 
Children’s Court of Western Australia Act, the name of the subject of a criminal proceeding in the Children’s 
Court cannot be published. I am not sure what happens under this bill when a child sex offender turns 18 years of 
age and does not commit another offence, but is considered to be a reportable offender. After they turn 18, can 
their name be put onto the register if they do not comply with their reporting obligations, even though the 
offence occurred when they were a minor? Generally in criminal law, once an offender becomes an adult, their 
name still cannot be published if the offence occurred while they were a minor. I think this legislation is silent on 
that point and it is something that the minister might need to consider. If a relevant matter went to court there 
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may be an issue. Because the legislation is silent on that situation, I would imagine that the Children’s Court of 
Western Australia Act would be considered to be the law, unless it was specifically excluded in the legislation 
being debated here. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: You are talking about an 18-year-old or a 19-year-old having sex with a 15-year-old. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: I am talking about a 16-year-old—a minor. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Sorry, yes you are talking about a 16-year-old. It is known as young love—a 16-year-old 
having sex with a 15-year-old. They have, of course, broken the law and committed a sexual offence. There was 
a legal case recently, which Johnson Kitto was quite famous for, of a similar situation. That young person goes 
on the sex offender register and is predominantly there permanently. For the lesser offence there is eight years’ 
reporting for an adult and four years for a juvenile. For the more serious schedule 1 offences it is double that—
14 years and seven years’ reporting. They are the reporting obligations. The chances of that person’s details 
actually ever being published are probably a million to one, unless they committed another offence. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: That is true. I think the minister is right about the situation he talks about, but say a 16-year-old 
committed a quite heinous sex crime against a 10-year-old, arguably they are quite a dangerous offender, but 
under this legislation their name cannot be published — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Not while they are a juvenile. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: — but the legislation remains silent about what happens when that offender turns 18. Under 
relevant statute law, if a person commits an offence as a minor, their name, apart from some exceptions, can still 
not be published once they become an adult. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: You are referring to a schedule 1 offence. If they committed schedule 1 offence, I think they 
could be liable once they become an adult; they would be on the register anyway. If the Commissioner of Police 
felt that that person was still a danger to the safety or sexual safety of a child, that person would be included, but 
I will clarify that. As you know, I do not have as much legal expertise as you. I think that is the case, but I’ll 
check on it. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: I suppose the minister could also look at the third tier on the issue of a person having 
unsupervised contact with a child. What happens in the example of the 16-year-old having consensual sex with a 
14-year-old? Would they be included on the register for a tier 3 offence? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: They would be on the register anyway because they would have been convicted for that 
offence. But when they reach adulthood, if they were 20 years old and they took up with a single mum and the 
single mum had questions about that particular person, I would suggest she would be able to find out that that 
person is on the register. It is only a question of whether that person is on the sex offender register—yes or no—
or the commissioner could decide not to give an answer. But if a 15 or 16-year-old committed a heinous crime 
against a 10-year-old, I would suggest that a single mum would want to know whether they were that type of 
person. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: Yes, of course, which brings me to my next point. As the minister said, the answer is “yes” or 
“no”. Maybe what should happen is that if a parent rings up to find out whether a person is on the register or has 
committed a sexual offence, maybe more detail than just “yes” or “no” needs to be provided. Because, it was like 
the 16-year-old and the — 

Mr R.F. Johnson: It is. People cannot just ring up and ask. Basically, they have to do it predominantly through 
the internet. I mean they could go to a police station and fill out lots of forms, but most people would do it on the 
internet. They have to give their details; they have to give the details of the person they are inquiring about; and 
they have to give the reasons for asking and how much unsupervised access that person has to the children. If 
that person is on the sex offender register, the mum, in this instance, gets a visit from the sex offender 
management squad to discuss the matter. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: So they will find out more details about the event.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Absolutely, it will not just be a tick of a box and then it comes back; absolutely not. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: That is fine. In regards to the first-tier offences, which are reportable, if the person does not 
report, they are not complying with reportable obligations. I am sure the minister’s intention behind that was to 
basically pick up on anyone seeking to go underground, and that is fine. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: They are already underground. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: Yes, and that is understandable. But there is the possible case in which a reportable Aboriginal 
offender moves from community to community and they are not deliberately trying to go underground; it is just 
that they do not understand the obligations. I just wonder whether there needs to be some policy put in — 
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Mr R.F. Johnson: The commissioner has the discretion, of course, in much of this legislation, as he does in 
nearly all legislation in relation to the police. I think you’ll find that in those situations that would be the case. 

Dr A.D. BUTI: As stated, we support the legislation and it is good that the minister has included a review of the 
legislation in three years under the last provision, because I think it is important to realise that this is only part of 
the measures that need to be taken. The major problem in this area is that there is not enough reporting, probably 
because most child sex offences are committed by family members. Associate Professor Guy Hall at Murdoch 
University has been critical of the legislation and makes the argument that if a family member’s name is to be 
made public, there may be less chance that the child will report the offence because they will feel under pressure. 
They will be under pressure anyway because the offender is a family member, but I wonder whether the 
government needs to look at possible programs to improve reporting rates. I do not have the answer, minister, 
but we need to look at how we can improve the reporting rate. Unless we improve the reporting rate, this 
legislation will have minimal effect. We need to try to provide comfort to child victims of sexual offences so that 
they know that they will be supported by the state, and to put in place proper processes to assist them and not 
split families. The family will probably split; that is the problem. Once a child claims to have been sexually 
assaulted by a family member, the family members take sides. There is nothing that we can do about that, but we 
need to look at how we can somehow support that child. We really need to try to improve the reporting rate 
because otherwise any legislation will have minimal effect.  

As stated by the two previous speakers on this side of the house, we support the legislation. 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [4.41 pm]: I would like to say a few things on the Community Protection 
Offender Reporting Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2011, but I shall not take long. I support the legislation, but to my 
mind the way it was presented and talked up represents the worst of politics and the worst of public settings for 
politics. Before the election, the claim that it would establish a public register for sex offenders was definitely an 
election winner for the Liberal Party. In the debate here this afternoon we have heard the honourable minister 
clarify that about 40 people will be in tier 2 and about a half-dozen may be in tier 1; they are the absconders. By 
my reckoning, on the minister’s word, that comes to about 46 people of about 2 500 offenders; that represents 
about two per cent. The truth would have been for the government to go out to the public of Western Australia 
and say that it would identify about two per cent of all sex offenders who need some recognition on a public 
register—but even with safeguards. The difference between the parties would have been nothing, because the 
Australian Labor Party supports this bill as an incremental development of the law for the protection of children. 
For the government, the then opposition, to go out to the public and say that it proposed to implement laws to 
publicly identify two per cent of all sex offenders under only the strictest circumstances, would not have been a 
vote-changer.  

I support the law, but I do not support the way this whole thing has been presented. I support what the Attorney 
General said in answer to the member for Girrawheen’s matter of public importance debate last week; that is, in 
law and order in politics we can talk up propositions to scare the public, but at the end of the day we will reap a 
sorry harvest—for example, the figures that have come out on mandatory sentencing for assaults on public 
officers. About 36 charges of assault of public officer have been preferred from the figures that I have seen. 
When those 36 matters got to court, 24 were amended or dropped to downgrade the offence so that the accused 
would not be subject to mandatory sentencing, and 12 were sentenced. Once again, we are in the realm of talking 
up public expectations, which is detrimental in the long term. When the minister debates this bill in the cold 
sober light of this chamber, he stresses the safeguards and the limits of this register. The proportion of sex 
offenders whose details can be put on a public register is limited to two per cent of sex offenders, and even then 
with safeguards. I support the minister. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: That is not true. You have simply said that two per cent are the 40 plus 6. I believe a huge 
number will come into that category who are not part of the 40 or 6, in tier 3, and that is not available at the 
moment. For anybody to find out whether somebody who has —  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: In case Hansard did not pick that up, the honourable minister makes the point that it is not 
limited to two per cent because under tier 3, an inquiry can be made by someone who has close contact.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: That you cannot have at the moment.  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: But that is not a public register as such. As the minister has said, the person making the 
inquiry will have to give full identification and details of how much contact they have with the child concerned. 
Therefore, there can be a balancing act. We support all that, minister. I am the father of five children, including, 
luckily, happily, two infant children, as the minister knows, and I may like to know about these things if I entrust 
my two young daughters into the care of someone else and suspicion is raised. Quite frankly, I go along to places 
such as Jellybeans Childcare Centre and check in the kids, but I do that on the basis that Jellybeans has done its 
own —  

Mr R.F. Johnson: They would have working with children checks; they have to. 
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Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: That is right. But if someone’s babysitter is the daughter of a neighbour, they take their 
chances, I suppose, because they know the background of the family of the girl who is coming to babysit their 
children. Certainly, there would be cases in which I might want to know. Not that it has ever happened, but I can 
imagine that in the increasingly busy life of my wife and I, with the growing need to get babysitters more often, 
that situation may arise. On the register—as opposed to the record for those who are seeking background 
information—will be two per cent of sex offenders. That is what worries me about these sorts of debates.  

In response to the matter of public interest raised by the member for Girrawheen concerning crime figures, the 
honourable Attorney General was candid enough to say that over the last five to eight years there has been a 
steady decline in the crime figures under both Labor and Liberal governments. The honourable Attorney General 
went on to say—I only echo what he said—that we can become so alarmist and we can talk up both public fear 
and public expectation to such an extent that wrong policy settings are arrived at. In this case, public 
expectations were increased, but I do not take issue with what the minister is delivering.  

The only matter that I take issue with in the debate in this chamber is, quite frankly, the statement—I will not 
attribute it to anyone, but everyone has heard it—that those people with children understand best the issues in 
these cases. I do not think that is necessarily so. People do not have to be parents to understand the vulnerability 
of children. I know a lot of gay people who are very switched on to the vulnerability of children. Gay judges 
these days are on the benches of our local courts in Western Australia right through to the High Court. Judges in 
their sentencing practices, and gay police officers in their protection of children, are all the same; it is to do with 
empathy and sensitivity and an appreciation of some of the most vulnerable, if not the most vulnerable, people in 
our community—children with their beautiful, innocent, sweet, little, uncomplicated minds who are yet to have 
the darkened spaces agitated with danger they could be exposed to in situations they would never dream of. I 
think that single people, parents, gay people and heterosexual people, if they are thinking people, are equally 
capable of being aware of the vulnerabilities of our beautiful children in the community and are concerned for 
their protection. For those reasons, I am a member of the caucus that supports this legislation. 

When I took on the job of shadow Attorney General, I said that I would not enter into a public law and order 
debate. That is probably to our detriment, to a degree. However, I am starting to hear from the Attorney General 
that over the past eight years under both Labor and Liberal there has been a slow drop, thankfully, in the crime 
figures. There would have been a decrease in this area, too, for the reasons that the member for Rockingham 
pointed out. The previous government implemented law reform in this area and this is a further incremental step 
in that law reform. I would not be surprised if future generations applying the wit and intelligence that they will 
bring to bear on the problem do not develop the law further long after we have left the chamber. These legal 
things should be developed soberly and should be the product of sober debate rather than alarmist, popular 
debate. We support the legislation that the minister has brought before the chamber. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [4.51 pm] — in reply: I thank members opposite for 
their contributions to the debate and their support for the Community Protection (Offender Reporting) 
Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2011. The Liberal–National government and I believe that it is very important and will 
assist in the protection, safety and sexual safety of Western Australian children. I will answer a couple of 
questions that were raised. The member for Armadale was concerned about a reduction in reporting sexual 
abuse. I assure him that the Commissioner of Police cannot publish details that would identify a child victim. 
That is contained within the bill. Also, the commissioner may take into consideration the views of victims when 
deciding whether to publish. This provision was intended to protect child victims and ensure that there are no 
negative consequences from reporting abuse. I think that will satisfy the member for Armadale. He was also 
concerned about whether the details of a young sex offender who turns 18 years old can be published. The 
commissioner would take their age into consideration when making a decision about whether to publish that 
information.  

There was a recent case—I think I can mention his name—involving Harley Preevy. The young person would 
have needed to have committed repeat sex offences or be a dangerous sex offender to be eligible. Also, there is 
no such thing as consensual sex with a 14-year-old. I think the member for Armadale said there was consensual 
sex between a 16-year-old and a 14-year-old. He should know, because he is a lawyer, that there is no 
consensual sex in law between a 16-year-old and a 14-year-old. It is important to remember that the court has 
found the person guilty, meaning that there was a victim, who was a child. That was that the scenario the 
member for Armadale put up. I think the member for Girrawheen talked about GPSs.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: I mentioned the bracelets. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I can tell the member that WA Police is looking into electronic monitoring. The Attorney 
General has made public statements indicating that he is supportive of electronic monitoring for various 
categories of offenders, including sex offenders. The Attorney General is looking at that and is trying some out. I 
think the former government tried them out, too. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: And they didn’t work when someone got on a train. 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is right. I think I covered by interjection most of the questions the member for 
Girrawheen asked. Some of the member for Girrawheen’s comments were an attack on the Liberal Party and our 
election promise, which is fair game. However, the legislation itself is fairly simple. It has only 14 clauses and I 
am confident that members, particularly the member for Girrawheen, who is a lawyer herself, understands the 
legislation perfectly. I hope that I have answered members’ questions either as we have gone along or now. Does 
the member have any other questions she would like me to answer? 

Ms M.M. Quirk: No. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Is the member happy with that? 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Yes. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Time is getting on. It is great to receive the cooperation that we have received today from 
the opposition and I appreciate it very much indeed. I think the public will see this as a great achievement for the 
Legislative Assembly in general and for both the Labor and Liberal Parties to be supportive of legislation that is 
designed to protect the safety and sexual safety of children. Once again, I am grateful for the prompt action of 
the opposition and I hope that we can get this bill through to the upper house before its members go home for the 
evening. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Minister for Police), and transmitted to the Council. 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON AUDIT 

Council’s Resolution 

Message from the Assembly requesting concurrence in the following resolution now considered — 

That pursuant to section 43 of the Auditor General Act 2006 —  

(a) a Joint Standing Committee on Audit be established, comprised of four members 
(including the Chairman) of the Legislative Council Standing Committee on 
Estimates and Financial Operations and four members of the Legislative Assembly 
Public Accounts Committee, two of whom from each House support the Government; 

(b) the members of the Legislative Council Standing Committee on Estimates and 
Financial Operations and the Legislative Assembly Public Accounts Committee not 
appointed to the joint standing committee under section (1)(a) are appointed to the 
joint standing committee as participating members in accordance with Legislative 
Council standing order 326. The requirement for leave of the committee under 
standing order 326 does not apply to these appointments; 

(c) the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations will 
be the Chairman of the joint standing committee; and 

(d) the Standing Orders of the Legislative Council relating to standing committees will be 
followed as far as they can be applied. 

Motion to Concur 

On motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House), resolved — 

(1) That the House agrees to the resolution of the Legislative Council referred to in Legislative 
Council Message No. 179 subject to the following amendments, in which the Legislative 
Assembly requests the concurrence of the Legislative Council — 

No 1 

In paragraph (a) of the resolution — To insert after the words “Public Accounts 
Committee” — 

“(including the Chairman)” 

No 2 

Delete paragraph (b) of the resolution. 

No 3 

In paragraph (c) of the resolution — To delete the words “Standing Committee on 
Estimates and Financial Operations” and insert — 
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“Legislative Assembly Public Accounts Committee” 

No 4 

In paragraph (d) of the resolution — To delete the word “Council” and insert — 

Assembly 

(2) If the Legislative Council agrees to these amendments, the Assembly appoints the Chairman of 
the Public Accounts Committee, the member for Jandakot, the member for Carine and the 
Member for Gosnells as the Assembly members of the joint committee 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

Special 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [4.58 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the Speaker. 

I have had the pleasure of moving this type of motion for many years now, either on this side of the house or the 
other side of the house. I will be as quick as I can. It is that time of the year again. It is good to see the Speaker 
back in the chair, as he normally is for this historic occasion when I have the pleasure of moving the very 
important special adjournment motion. In doing so, the Leader of the House usually gives a bit of information 
about what the government has done during the year and then goes on to make some very complimentary 
remarks about many people associated with Parliament. 

I lead these remarks by saying that the Legislative Assembly has sat for 66 days this year, including three days of 
budget estimates hearings. By conclusion of the sitting today, Parliament will have passed around 60 government 
bills this year, including the Misuse of Drugs Amendment Bill to crack down on drug dealers who sell or supply 
illicit drugs to children or expose them to drug manufacturing; the Manslaughter Legislation Amendment Bill to 
amend the Criminal Code to increase the maximum penalty for manslaughter from 20 years’ imprisonment to 
life imprisonment; the Road Safety Council Amendment Bill to increase the amount of photograph-based vehicle 
infringement notices revenue to be credited to the road trauma trust fund from one-third to two-thirds from 
1 July 2011 and then 100 per cent from 1 July 2012; the Road Traffic Amendment (Alcohol and Drug Related 
Offences) Bill; the Dangerous Sexual Offenders Amendment Bill; the Criminal Investigation (Identifying 
People) Amendment Bill; the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (Special Powers) Bill; the Juries 
Legislation Amendment Bill; the Electoral and Constitution Amendment Bill; the Metropolitan Redevelopment 
Authority Bill; the Building Services (Complaint Resolution and Administration) Bill; the Retail Trading Hours 
Amendment Bill; and the Small Business and Retail Shop Legislation Amendment Bill. These are to name but a 
few, Mr Speaker. 

Mr G.M. Castrilli: What about the Cat Bill? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We will not talk about the Cat Bill! That has got to be up at the top there somewhere! 

These are just a few bills that this chamber has passed. The government has also responded to 2 519 questions on 
notice and over 870 questions without notice. However, when we consider some of the questions we received—
such as the one from the member for Perth in which he wanted to know how many condoms were made 
available for CHOGM delegates—I have to say that those sorts of questions really waste a lot of public time and 
I urge members to consider putting in only responsible questions. 

Mr M. McGowan: That’s actually the most interesting question I have ever heard of! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Really? I think one got coverage in “Inside Cover” today, and I have to say that I took a 
bit of delight in responding to that one. 

Mr Speaker, this is a special time of the year. It is a time when we stop arguing and bickering with each other 
and start becoming friendly and nice to each other. It is a pity that we cannot do that all year round, but this 
chamber is a theatre. I have to say that in the 19 years that I have been a member of this chamber, I have found it 
a very interesting and at times very humorous and amusing theatre and at other times a very distressing place to 
be. However, when I am asked about my job as a member of Parliament and how I get on with members 
opposite and members who sit alongside me, I am very proud to say that the rules of the chamber apply in here, 
but when I get outside the doors of this chamber, 99 per cent of members get on pretty well with each other. We 
are very civil and friendly and I think we mean well to each other. The world does not see that. The world sees 
what happens in this chamber from the television cameras that are present. The world never used to see that. 
When I first became a member of this place, the chamber did not have cameras. Geez, I am going back a while 
now! Cameras were a new invention in the chamber and I sometimes curse the day they were put in. 

Mr M. McGowan: Otherwise known as the good old days! 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON: They were the good old days. However, I am a forward thinker and I actually think that 
today is probably better for members of Parliament. They know that they are going to be seen, and one hopes 
that they will behave properly and address issues properly, responsibly and soberly. I think that is quite 
important. 

I want to thank a few people and I will start with you, Mr Speaker. I thank you for the work you do. It is a very 
difficult job. Indeed, I have done your job as the Deputy Speaker for a time and as an Acting Speaker for four 
years. I therefore know that it is not an easy job to do and I thank you for the way you have done it. I have been 
keeping a tally of calls to order and I must say that you are a very patient and tolerant Speaker. I have been 
keeping a scorecard of the naughty boys and naughty girls in the chamber and I will give you a little list of that 
number. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Your time could be better spent if you actually got on top of your portfolios. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No; do not be nasty. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: It’s true. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: This is in good humour. I think it is important to say that the Speaker has a difficult job. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: We’ve got to sit here all year and listen to this crap! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think the member for Girrawheen doth protest too much, and I will tell her why in a 
minute! 

Ms M.M. Quirk: I know why! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member for Girrawheen knows why! You see, Mr Speaker, that is the problem; we 
have all been called to order. Members get called to order more when they are in opposition than when they are 
in government. It is a fact of life because opposition members go that bit further. However, it is important that 
members be aware of the number of members formally called to order by the Speaker during question time. The 
figure is only of those who were called to order during question time; it does not include members who were 
formally called to order during other debates or procedures in the house. The figure is up to today, and there is a 
three-way tie for the winner. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: The member for Albany and the member for Girrawheen! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will tell the member for Girrawheen who the winner was until yesterday: it was the 
member for Cannington. He was the horse out in front. He was followed very closely by the member for 
Girrawheen and of course the member for Cockburn as well. All three of them have been formally called to 
order during question time 24 times. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Is that all? I must try harder next time! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is what I am saying: the Speaker has been very lenient with the member for 
Girrawheen. I would have been a lot harder. The Speaker is a very generous person. The next one down the list, 
who was formally called to order 23 times, only one fewer than the member for Girrawheen, was the member for 
Warnbro. I would have thought he would have got more. Another member who should know better got 20—that 
is, the member for Albany. Of course, he is one of the Acting Speakers, so he is a bit naughty to have racked 
up 20. I am a bit surprised that the one after that with 18 was the member for Victoria Park. The one after that 
was the member for West Swan; she is not in the chamber and is obviously at home. She had 14. The member 
for Willagee, one of our newer members, racked up half of what the member for Warnbro got; he got 11. The 
member for Joondalup got 11 as well. I come to the member for Mandurah, who we often hear but do not see as 
he ducks down behind the seat in front; we cannot actually see him but we can hear him. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, exactly. The member for Mandurah has racked up 10; the member for Bassendean 
got 10, the member for Pilbara got nine; and so on and so forth. I have to say that the member for Rockingham 
should be commended; he has been called to order only once during question time. 

Mr M. McGowan: I have a special relationship with the Speaker! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We are therefore going to award the member for Rockingham a gold star for his good 
behaviour. The member for Girrawheen will get a ticking off and I will send a letter home with her. I just 
thought that tally was very interesting, but the formal calls to order were not all one-sided. The majority is from 
one side, obviously, as it always is, but some members on our side were called to order. The highest number on 
our side was from the member for Riverton; he got four. The member for Murray–Wellington got three; the 
Minister for Health, two; the Minister for Agriculture and Food, two; the member for Eyre, two; the Premier, 
two—even the Premier gets them; the Attorney General, one; the member for North West, one; the member for 
Wanneroo, one; and the Minister for Transport; Housing, one. That is not bad. That is the list of members called 
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to order during question time. I thought it important that members know that. Next year they should do better. I 
want to see those numbers on both sides come down. 

I also thank the member for Mount Lawley for doing a tremendous job as the Deputy Speaker. I also thank the 
Acting Speakers, the members for Albany, Jandakot, Maylands, Kingsley and Joondalup for the job they do. I 
know what it is like, as I did it for four years. I thank the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition, obviously, for their cooperation and everything that they do. I also thank the manager of opposition 
business, the member for Rockingham. He and I did not get on quite so well until about a year ago, but I think he 
has tempered his enthusiasm over the last 12 months. He has been a lot easier to get on with, he has been more 
cooperative, and I think there has been some genuine relaxing of the “I’m going to get you and you lot” 
approach. 

Mr M. McGowan: Détente. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Détente; absolutely, yes. So that has been good. But I do want to thank him. 

I also thank the Minister for Regional Development and Leader of the National Party, and the members of the 
National Party, including the member for North West. I thank the Independent members—the member for 
Churchlands, who is the Independent Minister for Education; the member for Alfred Cove; the member for 
Kalgoorlie; and the member for Fremantle. 

I also thank the Premier and my ministerial colleagues. I thank the parliamentary secretaries—the member for 
South Perth, the member for Scarborough and the member for Murray–Wellington. I thank the government 
Whips—the member for South Perth earlier in the year, and now the member for Darling Range, and his 
assistant, Sylvia Norton. I thank all the government members who are not ministers or parliamentary secretaries 
for the tremendous support that they have given to not only me, but also the government over the last 12 months. 
We really appreciate their presence here and being here when they are needed. We appreciate that very much 
indeed. 

I thank Peter McHugh, the Clerk. I have said this so many times over the years. Where is he? He is over there. I 
thank Peter McHugh. I also thank, of course, John Mandy, who was the Deputy Clerk for a brief period this year, 
and who is on extended leave prior to officially retiring again. I thought he had gone. Is he still here somewhere? 
Is he on the other side of the wall? He is actually going to come in. I thought John had gone a long time ago. It 
will be good to see him back again. I give thanks to, of course, Kirsten Robinson, who has been Acting Deputy 
Clerk since April. I thought she was officially Deputy Clerk now. Is she not? She is acting—still? John is still 
deputy. I thought he had gone. I will have a word with him!  

I thank, of course, Liz Kerr, Clerk Assistant (Procedure), whom we have known for many years; Scott Nalder, 
Clerk Assistant (Committees); Isla MacPhail, our Sergeant-at-Arms, who does a tremendous job and keeps us all 
under control, and if anybody needs escorting out, she will be the one to do it. 

I also acknowledge and thank the Legislative Assembly office and chamber staff who have supported us all in 
the chamber during the year. They are, of course, John, Alice, Vanessa, Denis, Daniel, Hayley, Emily, Rob, 
Lachlan and Grace. We thank them all very much indeed on behalf of all members of Parliament. 

I also thank Anne Day and Louise Kierath, who provide administrative support; and Vince La-Galia. Vince is a 
legend. Vince is a legend in this Parliament—a true legend. He is one of the loveliest people I have ever met. He 
is a gentleman to all he meets. He always has a greeting, even when he has a bad leg or whatever else he has 
wrong with him. He is a great person and we certainly think a lot of him. 

I also thank all the Legislative Assembly committee staff, who do a terrific job with the various standing 
committees and joint standing committees of this chamber. I thank James Sollis, Rohan Davis, Sarah Smith, 
Cherie Toovey and Michael Loney—and all our Assembly parliamentary education presenters. 

I thank Russell Bremner, Executive Manager, Parliamentary Services; Rob Hunter, Deputy Executive Manager, 
Parliamentary Services, and Manager, Human Resources; and the human resources team. 

I thank Graham McDonald, Building Services Manager; and Peter Pascoe, Assistant Building Services Manager; 
it is great to have Peter back with us. 

I thank Enno Schijf, Catering Services Manager; Mark Gabrielli, Dining Room Manager; George Webb, Head 
Chef; and all the chefs; and dining room, bar and catering services staff. They do some wonderful food and 
beverages here in Parliament; they really do. It is a lot better than it was when I first came here, I have to tell 
you; it really is. 

I thank Dawn Timmerman, Finance Manager, and her staff. I thank Judy Ballantyne, Library and Information 
Services Manager, and her helpful and friendly staff. I thank Belinda Corey, Reporting Services Manager, and 
all the Hansard reporters. They are wonderful people, the Hansard reporters. They are the ones who make our 
nonsense look like intelligible commonsense, and we thank them indeed.  
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I thank John Buchanan, Information Technology Manager, and his staff. I thank Tony Paterson, Security 
Manager, and all the security officers. I thank David Embry, and the audiovisual operators. I thank the most 
important people in Parliament—our wonderful switchboard operators, Cathy, Rosalie and Karyn. These ladies 
know who we are. We have to say only one word and they know exactly who we are. They are wonderful. I 
thank Joe Lubout, our gym instructor—somebody I will have to meet one day. I will have to go and see what he 
looks like! 

Mr R.H. Cook: You work with him very closely, don’t you? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I know; absolutely. 

Mr M. McGowan: He’s very impressive. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am sure he is. I will have to go and meet him. How long has he been working for us? 

I thank David Boag, Head Gardener, and all the gardeners, cleaners and Parliament House staff who contribute 
to the operation of this place. 

I make special mention of our friends in the media gallery. Who wrote this? 

Mr J.M. Francis: They’re all out in the courtyard! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Okay. That is good. 

I also thank the people who help me personally tremendously here in this Parliament—Zak Kirkup, who works 
in the Premier’s area; Nick Hagley; Peter and Simon; and, indeed, Rosalie Cobai, who works in my office and 
does a lot of my media material and assists me with the preparation of my stuff as Leader of the House. They are 
all tremendous people, and without their help and assistance I would not be able to do the job that I do. 

Finally, I want to wish all members and staff, their families and loved ones, a very happy and a safe Christmas 
and New Year. I do mean that sincerely. I always try to start off a new year without looking back on the old one 
and not holding grudges from one year to another. So, as from 1 January, I hope that anybody whom I may have 
crossed in this year will look differently in 2012, and I hope we can start a new friendship and carry on working 
in a very, very pleasant way. Once again, to each and every one of them, a very, very happy Christmas and a 
very healthy and peaceful New Year. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [5.17 pm]: I join with the Leader of the House in passing on Christmas 
greetings to everyone. 

The SPEAKER: Just one call to order, apparently. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, you are very, very kind to me. I have said it before and I will say it again: you 
are very kind to me. 

I want to do my thankyous in a moment, but I just want to make a few comments first. First of all, the end of the 
parliamentary year, of course, is an exciting day. It is like the last day of school really. People are very happy to 
be exiting this place, but it is a funny feeling, because when I am not here, I dread coming back, but when I am 
here, I kind of like it; and when you are in the midst of all the debate and argument and every day’s wild and 
frantic events, it is exciting. So, in a way I will miss it. On the other hand, it is the last day of school, and it is 
exciting, and you get to go home of an evening, and once all the school graduations are over, you reconnect with 
family and friends; so not being here has its upsides as well. 

We have had an interesting year. I will not go over all the legislation, but it has been, as every year always is, an 
intense political year, full of interesting and amazing events—motions, grievances, pieces of legislation and the 
like. But there have been a few interesting ones recently. Of course, a week or two ago we had the leprechaun-
gate affair, which had everyone quite engaged. We then had the unfortunate photographs, of course, that were 
taken of members of the house from the gallery, which certainly excited you, Mr Speaker, and the consequence 
of it — 

The SPEAKER: That may have been when you were called to order. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is right. I think it might have been my remarks about the photographs that excited 
you, Mr Speaker. Then, of course, the consequence was the expulsion from the house of the member for Victoria 
Park and the member for Pilbara; I think they were collateral damage for my remarks on the photographer in the 
gallery! 

Mr R.H. Cook: Were they your human shields? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: They were embedded, but unfortunately were caught in the crossfire! In any event, it is the 
last day of the year, so everyone is happy and everyone is forgiven. 

I want to pass on my thanks to a range of people in the house. First of all, you, Mr Speaker, for all your work and 
guidance in this place, and the clerks, Peter McHugh, John Mandy—who retired—and Kirsten Robinson. I do 
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not want to name everyone the Leader of the House named because I do not want to go over the same list, but I 
want to name a few people.  

First of all, a piece of green paper arrived on my desk earlier today; I am not sure who it is from, but it reads — 

Mark. Don’t forget to mention Vince La-Galia, arguably the most important bloke in the joint.  

It has been put in front of me, so it must be right! It is not “arguably”; he is the most important bloke in the joint. 
Every time I see him, he encourages me to follow the lead of Silvio Berlusconi. I am not sure his political advice 
is the best, but he is a very, very important person in this house. I am not sure how it would run without his 
involvement. 

I would like to also thank all the staff standing at the back of the chamber—the Legislative Assembly staff 
members who are ordinarily in the Assembly offices. They do a great job. In this role, I am in this chamber all 
the time, and they are very helpful to me and I am very appreciative of the role they perform. They are really 
helpful; they find me things, and I drink about six litres of water a day—they give me so much water! They are 
also very good researchers and very helpful in finding material that I might need at a moment’s notice. I am not 
sure that that is part of their job description, but in any event, they do it and I appreciate it very much. They are 
very professional people. 

I also thank the people who run the mechanics of the building; I would particularly like to single out a few. As 
the Leader of the House has said, the food here is excellent; I particularly enjoy lunch in the members’ bar. I 
think it is quite healthy and the people who put it together are excellent. George Webb is the head chef, and I 
would also like to acknowledge Preston, who is my friend down in the gym and who I think is an excellent chef. 
I would also like to thank the bar staff; we all mix with the bar staff all the time—in particular, Deb, Anna, Lee 
and Anthony. That is where I get some of my best humour for the day; they are wonderful people. 

I would like to thank the Hansard reporters, and in particular Belinda and her team who, as we say every year, do 
a great job of making what we say sound intelligent and reasonable. I would also like to thank David, the 
audiovisual operator, who is down there in his burrow, making sure that we are on camera and that everything is 
appropriately and properly recorded. 

I thank the switchboard operators, Cathy, Rosalie and Karyn. I would particularly like to acknowledge Marilyn, 
who has been unwell; we acknowledged Marilyn last year, but I would like to acknowledge her for all her work 
again. Cathy was the recipient of an Australian Public Service Medal for her work here. Those women are the 
most cheerful people in the world, and I would like to thank them for all their cheerfulness and friendliness in 
what they do. 

I do know Joe Lubout, the gym instructor in the gym, who is excellent. All members who go to the gym will 
acknowledge that Joe is a friendly, excellent and helpful person. He is not working here as much as he used to, 
but I can guarantee the Leader of the House that if he gets to know Joe, his life expectancy will be somewhat 
longer than it currently is—so I advise him to get down there and meet up with Joe!  

We see the gardeners out there all the time; they do a great job. The grounds of this place are wonderful. 

I would like to acknowledge a few other people; first of all, the journalists upstairs, although I do not think there 
are any upstairs at the moment; I think they are all in the courtyard. They actually do a pretty tough job; it is hard 
to keep track of everything that goes on in here. I think they do a good job. I particularly acknowledge two of 
them: of an evening we will see Natasha Boddy and Oliver Peterson sitting there, working into the evening, 
recording what is going on here or in the upper house, whereas all the others—guys like Gary Adshead and 
Gareth Parker—have all gone home. So I would like to acknowledge Natasha and Oliver, who do the hard yards 
at night when the TV journalists are also gone; they are not around, but Natasha and Oliver are up there burning 
the midnight oil while the others are at home, eating dinner or tucked up in bed. 

I would like to acknowledge my colleagues, and in particular Rita Saffioti, who has just had twins—little 
Alessandro and Lucia. I think they are about two weeks old now, so she is going through the experience of 
having three children under the age of two. That must be quite an experience for her! I wish her and Tim all the 
best. 

I would also like to acknowledge the member for Mindarie, John Quigley, whose birthday it is today. I would 
also like to acknowledge the opposition Whip, David Templeman, who, as everyone knows, is the most comic 
person in the house; he does a good job of diffusing many situations and is a very good occupant of that role. 

I would also like to acknowledge the Leader of the Opposition and his staff. I think they do a very good job. I 
want to particularly mention Steve Kaless, who is a new addition to the Leader of the Opposition’s staff and has 
done a very good job since he has been in that role. Leader of the Opposition staff is a pretty tough gig, and I 
think they do a good job of it. 

In relation to Parliament, I think this is a pretty good quality Parliament. The standard of debate here is 
reasonably high. I have visited other state Parliaments and I think what goes on here is quite good compared with 
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the situation in some of the other places I have visited around Australia and observed. I think we have a lot to be 
proud of.  

As an opposition, I think we have done a pretty good job; it is tough being in opposition. We have certainly done 
a better job than the Queensland opposition did recently; the Leader of the House will not find that he gets a half-
hour break in which to ram through four or five bills while the opposition is absent from the chamber! We have 
not got to the point where we are absent from the chamber for an extended period of time, like the Queensland 
opposition. If we do ever get to that point, I do not know that we would be worthy of being a good opposition. I 
think we have done a reasonable job. 

Mr Speaker, I want to close on this. I have said that I think we are a fairly good Parliament, but I want to 
compare us with another Parliament, and I want you to understand how easy you have it, Mr Speaker, compared 
with Speakers in other Parliaments! I heard a very interesting radio report the other day on the AM program on 
Radio National, and I downloaded a copy of the transcript to share with members. Some members may have 
already heard it. It is titled, “South Korean MP unleashes tear gas in parliament”. I want to read this out, because 
this is very good. It is a report by Mark Willacy, an international journalist for the ABC. The transcript reads, in 
part — 

It’s one sure way of interrupting a parliamentary vote but as opposition MP Kim Sun-dong discovered 
detonating a canister of tear gas and hurling it at the speaker can cause collateral damage. 

On both sides of the chamber there was sneezing, coughing and wheezing. Predictably tears flowed. 
Some even struggled for breath. 

Hansard reporters, well used to the parliamentary chamber descending into a fight club, calmly slipped 
on masks and sat quietly at their posts as the fog wafted in the fists flew. 

(Sound of Korean MPs shouting) 

Another who refused to desert his chair was the speaker, Park Hee-tae.  

He sat regally as MPs crowded around him fanning the gas away with sheets of paper and their suit 
coats. 

So what started this latest fracas?  

Well the government sprang a vote on the ratification of a free trade deal with the United States, 
enraging the opposition.  

… 

“They ratified the bill by surprise,” says opposition MP Lee Yong-sup. “The government should 
apologise to the nation and invalidate the ratification,” he says.  

… 

This isn’t the first time this free trade pact between South Korea and the United States has sparked a 
parliamentary free-for-all. 

(Sound of people shouting yelling) 

Two years ago opposition law-makers besieged the assembly for 12 days in an effort to delay a vote on 
the deal. A year earlier they’d used sledgehammers to try to smash their way into a government 
committee room.  

(Sound of people shouting and things smashing) 

Government MPs fought back with fire extinguishers.  

So just what do you have to do to be ejected from South Korea’s pugilistic parliament? 

Well as Kim Sun-dong discovered hurling a can of tear gas at the speaker does cross the line. But he 
wouldn’t go quietly. It took a couple of burly security guards to eject him. 

(Sound of people shouting)  

I do not think the member for Pilbara is in that category. I think he can be thankful that we have not got to that 
level, although it may be worth going to the Parliament of South Korea to look at exactly what goes on there. 
Mr Speaker, I think that is something that you and other members should consider in the future! 

I wish all members of the house and the staff a happy and safe Christmas and some quality time with their 
families.  
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MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.31 pm]: I rise to make some remarks on 
behalf of the Labor opposition and the Leader of the Opposition, who is making his way to Sydney to attend the 
Australian Labor Party national conference. 

Mr Speaker, I start by thanking you for presiding over the chamber once again this year and undertaking a task 
that I am sure in large part is often done with a certain amount of ill-thanks from around the chamber. You 
undertake a very valuable job in ensuring that we make a contribution to this place and to Parliament in the 
appropriate way. I think you do a terrific job under what are very trying circumstances at times. I would also like 
to thank the Deputy Speaker and the Acting Speakers for the roles they play in continuing to ensure that this 
house performs in a suitable manner. Indeed, some of the Acting Speakers do a very good job during some very 
trying circumstances or fiery debates.  

On behalf of the opposition, I would also like to pass on our thanks to the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, 
Mr Peter McHugh, and the Deputy Clerk, Ms Kirsten Robinson. To be in this place is an extraordinary privilege. 
We always receive efficient and helpful advice from the Clerks without hesitation, regardless of all the other 
tasks that must be waiting for them, and it never ceases to amaze me how clear, useful and expert that advice is. I 
would also like to join others in thanking the Clerk Assistants and the other chamber staff who provide a great 
service to this chamber, particularly to the member for Rockingham. I do not know of any other member who 
drinks water like he does or who requires such frequent medicating with paracetamol.  

To the Hansard staff, led by Ms Belinda Corey, thank you very much for making us sound eloquent; indeed, I 
suspect, more eloquent than we often are or deserve to be reported. I also thank Mr Russell Bremner, Executive 
Manager, Parliamentary Services; Mr Graham McDonald, Building Services Manager; and the gardeners. We 
are used to being recognised and acknowledged by staff inside the building but no member of the curatorial or 
maintenance staff in this building has ever not stopped and said good morning or acknowledged me as I pass by. 
They do a fantastic job. We often talk about the dignity and the way this place runs as a building, but the gardens 
and surrounding built infrastructure play a very important role in maintaining the dignity of this place. I thank 
the security staff for their efforts, despite the fact that they could not track down the person who took my 
backpack from my car earlier this year or smashed the window and took other contents as well. I might add that 
we were able to retrieve my entire CD collection, which was strewn around the place. 

Mr J.M. Francis: What was on the CD collection? 

Mr R.H. COOK: I cannot believe that someone would reject the very best of the Psychedelic Furs. It is a great, 
iconic 1980s band, but clearly not of value to whoever took everything else from the car. 

I thank the catering staff, led by Enno Schijf. I thank those members who have been able to be discerning about 
their menu selections and commiserate with those members of Parliament who are unable to resist large 
quantities of the food in the dining room. It is, indeed, very good. I also thank Vince for his wonderful service to 
this building. I also want to place on the record, on behalf of the staff of the Leader of the Opposition, thanks to 
Vince for providing them with leftovers or surplus-to-needs food that sometimes, whether officially or 
unofficially—I gather from what the Leader of the House is saying that is very much unofficially—the staff 
members are able to enjoy. I thank Vince for that.  

To the committee staff across the Legislative Assembly standing committees and joint committees, I thank them 
for providing expert advice and reportage. Also, I acknowledge the indefatigable patience of the switchboard 
staff—Cathy, Karyn and Rosalie—who do a fantastic job. I also want to place on the record my thanks to 
everyone in the Finance Unit, Human Resources, Information Technology and the Parliamentary Library. I want 
to thank the Premier, who is not here today, and also the Leader of the Opposition who, as I said, is travelling as 
we speak, and the Leader of the National Party for their leadership of this place; and the Independents who have 
provided some unique circumstances that confront you, Mr Speaker, on many occasions but I think provide an 
extra level of interest to the democratic processes.  

I thank the government and opposition Whips for making sure that we do as we are told. In particular, I want to 
thank the Leader of the House for his service to this place. It was good to see the authority he exercised 
yesterday as we attempted to navigate through private members’ business. It was very good to see the way he 
commanded his side, and also the member for Jandakot in the Chair did a terrific job as well.  

I want to particularly thank the manager of opposition business for his service on our side. He does a fantastic 
job of coordinating the team and making sure that we remain an effective opposition. I also want to place on 
record the fact that 14 December will mark the fifteenth year of his service in Parliament. I want to personally 
pass on my congratulations to the member for Rockingham for being here all that time. For someone who has 
been here just over three years, it seems like an incredibly long time. The member for Rockingham maintains 
great enthusiasm and freshness in his approach in this place. I join my colleagues and his local branch in 
congratulating him for that milestone.  
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I want to particularly place on record my thanks to my caucus colleagues on behalf of the Leader of the 
Opposition. We play a very important role in the democratic process, which is one of opposition. The role of 
opposition is a thankless one but one that is very important in making sure that we produce a good government 
and that government stays on its toes. I think we perform that job very well. I join the leader in thanking all the 
members of caucus for their time, effort and deep commitment to this place. I thank also the president and the 
secretary of the state Parliamentary Labor Party, the member for Nollamara and the member for Joondalup, for 
maintaining our team. We thank the state Parliamentary Labor Party staff member Linda Goncalves, who 
worked for us for much of this year and is now enjoying an alternative lifestyle in Broome. We are quietly 
jealous of her life decisions. This year we welcome Melissa DeBorrello, who joined our staff, and our ongoing 
thanks for the work done by Emm Ward.  

To the Leader of the Opposition staff, I place on the record our deep appreciation for the work they do, in 
particular the new chief of staff, Donna Plummer, who is doing a fantastic job in that role. I want to acknowledge 
in particular the member for Scarborough and the circumstances she and her family are in, particularly her 
husband’s fight. We wish you all the best and hope you, your husband and your family have a great Christmas. 
Congratulations to the member for West Swan for the very welcome arrival of her twins. She is now leading an 
extraordinarily busy life, which I think makes the life of a member of Parliament pale into insignificance 
compared to what she and her husband, Tim, have going on in their lives at the moment.  

This year has been an extraordinary year in terms of natural disasters. There have been earthquakes, tsunamis, 
cyclones and floods and we have had fires in the Perth hills and recently in Margaret River, of course. 
Extraordinarily strong resolve and human spirit has been shown in the context of those natural disasters. I think it 
is important we place on record our acknowledgement of the experiences of those people around the world and 
in this state who have suffered as a result of those events.  

Above all, on behalf of the Labor opposition, I would like to wish the Western Australian community a happy 
festive season and a safe season, particularly on our roads, as people go about their holidays. I also wish all 
members of Parliament a very happy and safe Christmas and a happy New Year and I look forward to seeing 
everyone back here in 2012—a little more rested and with a bit more spring in their step so that we can do it all 
again. Thank you.  

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): Members, it is my great pleasure to stand before you on this 
marvellous day. Can I indicate to you that I have done extensive research on the adjournment speech with four 
and a half pages in 2008, six and a half pages in 2009 and seven and a half pages in 2010—not all my own 
comments, members, as some of them belong to you. I also indicate at this point that the challenge of the 
crayfish versus members sees the crayfish leading by 50 to nine! We are the nine! I also indicate to members that 
although I have been in the chair now since five o’clock and it is 18 minutes to six, this glass of water was last 
touched by the member for Mount Lawley! Despite the great praise heaped on those who might be at the back of 
this chamber, not one has come to recharge his glass; they are not going near it—not going near it at all!  

Members, quite seriously, can I add some comments over the top of what has already been said, but I will not 
repeat a lot of the names and a lot of the departments because I think the acknowledgements provided have been 
more than adequate and more than suitable. I certainly thank the members who have stood on their feet today 
and acknowledged the role of the Speaker, but I think, more importantly, acknowledged the role of the Deputy 
Speaker and the Acting Speakers, because to have good people behind me and to be able to follow through in 
this position is essential. Therefore, I, too, would like to thank them.  

I give thanks to the Assembly executive, headed by Peter McHugh; Kirsten Robinson, acting in John Mandy’s 
absence; Liz Kerr; Scott Nalder; Isla Macphail, my more-than-able Sergeant at Arms; Anne Day, who works in 
what might be described as a corridor in the Assembly—we hope to provide some more appropriate 
accommodation for Anne in the new year—and Louise Kierath, my executive assistant. I say thank you to all 
those people for not only their marvellous advice but also their good company, often in difficult times. Thank 
you very much.  

To the LA office, whom I have suitably bagged out, I do genuinely appreciate your words and your time. Those 
of us who are members in this place might make the observation at this particular point that they are almost the 
same in number as we are. I suggest that some of them spend more time in here right across the year than some 
members—no names mentioned. But thank you very much John Seal-Pollard; I know you head up the office. 
Denis Hippolyte, I cannot see you, but if you are watching on the monitor, fantastic. Alice Jones is here; Daniel 
“Stamford Bridge” Govas—great, Daniel. Lachlan Gregory, who joined us this year, along with Grace Maynard, 
thank you very much; and to Sarah Smith, whom I do not know—I am not seeking an interjection to hear 
whether you will stay with us in 2012—it has been marvellous having you in the chamber this last little while. I 
also acknowledge in her absence Vanessa Beckingham who is on leave.  

Please feel free to take a seat, member for Forrestfield. I know I am on my feet, but you need not at this point 
remain riveted or standing where you came in, but I thank you for your acknowledgement.  



 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 1 December 2011] 10427 

 

I acknowledge the work the Parliamentary Education Office does in this place.  

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Hear, hear!  

The SPEAKER: Quite often I think the Education Office goes unnoticed for its greater work in the community. 
Certainly those of us around the house often might see someone from the Education Office taking a tour around 
Parliament House, and that is a very important part of this process that we have here. There is a very strong 
educational outreach program, headed up by the Education Office. Without exaggerating things, and without 
comparing ourselves to the South Korean chamber, member for Rockingham, because I do not know what their 
educational process is like —  

Mr M. McGowan: It would be worth finding out! 

The SPEAKER: — we certainly lead the nation in our educational processes, and I thank the Education Office 
for that.  

To the LA committee office, Scott Nalder, Emma Clegg, Trish Grimmet, Pamela Clarke and Robert Purshouse, I 
thank you as well. I see that Scott now often spends some time here in the chamber. To all the committee 
research and principal officers, I thank you for those of us who serve on various committees in this place. I hear 
regularly acknowledged during presentations of committee reports the abilities of those people, and I further 
endorse those comments.  

Two people who have not been mentioned today but whom I would like to mention are Professor David Black 
and Dr Harry Phillips, who are part of our Parliamentary History Advisory Committee. Once again, I offer that 
the Parliamentary History Advisory Committee here in Western Australia leads the nation in what it has been 
able to capture and its ongoing work.  

I thought you were going to replace the glass of water, Alice; nevertheless, if it is a book that you need, fine, you 
can go away with that!  

I acknowledge the Parliamentary History Advisory Committee because its work is very important in a Western 
Australian context and from a Western Australian perspective, and Harry and David are very enthusiastic; they 
are people who are very keen to record our history, and I would like to acknowledge that.  

Members of Parliament, the Premier and the Leader of the House, thank you for your cooperation and your 
involvement in my role this year. Likewise, to the Leader of the Opposition, and the leader of opposition 
business, I make the same comments. I suggest that we all have good working relationships, and I hope that will 
continue. I do notice in the house one member who went away on a delegation this year—the delegation that is 
otherwise known as the “white fish troop” to Hangzhou and Zhejiang, a particular Chinese province, with which 
we have a sister state relationship. I acknowledge those members who travelled with me on that trip for their 
good company and their good humour, and the important part this Parliament and those delegations have in 
supporting and endorsing our sister state relationships.  

The other sister state relationship we have is with the Hyogo Prefecture in Japan. Once again we undertook a 
delegation there subtitled the sake, teriyaki and Kill Bill delegation. That was also a delegation appreciated by 
the members who travelled and also by our trade office there headed up by Craig Peacock, who is a marvellous 
ambassador for this state. Finally, the other delegation undertaken this year was what I will call the Voortrekkers 
tour to South Africa. We are in the very preliminary stages of investigating further relationships with our 
neighbours to the west. That was also a tour undertaken under the Speaker’s delegation and I would like to 
acknowledge the members who travelled on that.  

From other perspectives of the Western Australian Parliament, I acknowledge the Parliamentary Services 
Department under the leadership of Russell Bremner. Russell, wherever you are out there, I saw both Vanessa 
and Vicki working two nights ago—not for you, but serving food. Perhaps they are not being paid adequately 
and they are having to moonlight. So, Russell, I suggest to you that you review the salaries of both Vanessa 
Hughes and Vicki Patterson; obviously they need to be increased! You have good staff, but perhaps you are not 
looking after them! I acknowledge Graham McDonald, who has been mentioned, and also the good people, the 
sensational telephonists, who I suggest are without peer. I cannot recall who made the comment, but as soon as 
you say one word to them they know who you are. The telephonists in this place are very dangerous people! I 
would also like to acknowledge the fantastic catering service provided here headed by the Catering Services 
Manager, Enno Schijf. I would be very disappointed in myself if I did not mention the work of Vince La-Galia. 
Vince comes to me every morning and says, “Mr Fawlty, Mr Fawlty, do you want a cup of coffee?” and I say, 
“Of course, Manuel”.  

Mr G.M. Castrilli interjected.  

The SPEAKER: You finally got that one, Member for Bunbury; that is fantastic! In finance, I acknowledge 
Dawn Timmerman, who is on leave. I would not describe her as an accountant; she is far beyond that. Certainly 
from my perspective of dealing regularly with a whole range of financial issues in this place, her work is valued. 
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I acknowledge Rob Hunter from Human Resources and John Buchanan from Information Technology. Can I 
also remind people about the Parliamentary Library. If you have never visited do so. It is an absolutely brilliant 
facility and I acknowledge the work of Judy Ballantyne and all her people there. Hansard reporters are not 
dissimilar to the Legislative Assembly staff in the LA office in that quite a lot of them would spend more time in 
this place than a lot of our members. I take my hat off to Belinda Corey. There are 30-plus staff in Hansard. 
Belinda Corey and all of your good people, I thank you.  

The last person I will mention is Tony Paterson, who heads security here, and there is a reason that I do that. 
Members and staff, over summer there will be a substantial overhaul and refit of the security in this place. When 
you return next year, you may not especially notice that things look remarkably different from a physical 
perspective, but one of the things that will change will be that access to various places around the Parliament will 
absolutely require you to have your pass at all times. There are certain places in the Parliament at the moment 
that we can all go to without a pass, but the security levels around this place are being stepped up. I provide that 
very preliminary advice that you will need your pass on you at all times.  

Mr R.H. Cook: Crayfish has got the member for Jandakot! 

The SPEAKER: Yes, finally! As a final comment, I thank the staff once again for 2011. I take this opportunity 
to wish you, your families and the people you care for all the best for this coming festive season and I look 
forward to seeing you in 2012. 

Members: Hear, hear! 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 5.55 pm 

__________ 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 

MENTAL HEALTH CONSUMERS — JOONDALUP HOME UNITS 

6447. Mr A.P. O’Gorman to the Minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

(1) At what stage of the planning and development process is the project to build 22 one-bedroom, self-
contained units for people with mental illness on Upney Mews in Joondalup? 

(2) When did planning for this project begin? 

(3) Has there been any community, government, non-government and/or residential consultation about the 
project? 

(4) If yes to (3) what type of consultation was undertaken, who was consulted and when did this 
consultation occur? 

(5) What security measures are being put in place in and around the facility?  

(6) What are the processes and procedures that will be followed in the event of an incident?  

(7) Will neighbouring residences be provided with advice as to procedures they should follow should there 
be an incident? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

1.  The Department of Housing commenced construction of the facility in August 2011. The procurement 
plan for the tendering for the non government service operator is in the final stages of development. 

2. 2004 

3. Yes 

4.  In 2006 consultation with the operators of the Joondalup Health Campus resulted in the excision of 
6000m² of land for this facility. In 2008 the Department of Health, Mental Health Division, held a 
workshop for clinicians. In 2009, as part of the building approval process the City of Joondalup 
undertook a community consultation process and provided positive feedback regarding the development 
of the Intermediate Care Services facility. In December 2010 NGOs with experience in providing 
supported accommodation reviewed the facility design. In August 2011 the construction company 
completed a mail drop to local residents regarding the building works. 

5.  This facility is a residential style development and as such has no specific security measures. 

6.  The appointed non government service operator will be responsible for developing policy and 
procedures regarding the operations of this facility. 

7.  The appointed non government service operator will be responsible for establishing relationships with 
their neighbours including how and who the neighbours should contact if they have concerns. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA POLICE — CCTV EQUIPMENT USE 

6456. Mr W.J. Johnston to the Minister for Police 

I refer to Western Australian Auditor General’s Report Use of CCTV Equipment and Information, Report 9 – 
October 2011, and I ask: 

(a) did the Western Australia Police have any contact with the Minister, or his office, in preparing their 
agency response, as detailed in the Auditor General’s report on page 8, and if yes, when did this contact 
occur; 

(b) if the answer to (1) is “no”, when did the Western Australia Police first advise the Minister, or his 
office, of their response; 

(c) in reference to the fact that it was reported police advised the Auditor General they are aware of the 
shortcomings of the present Register, when did the Western Australian Police first advise the Minister, 
or his office, of these shortcomings; 

(d) when was the Minister, or his office, first made aware of the fact that there was no systematic pursuit of 
state Government agencies by Western Australia Police to ensure that they had met their obligations to 
register their CCTV installations as part of Blue Iris; 

(e) what budget request has been made for Blue Iris Phase II; 
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(f) when is it expected that Blue Iris Phase II will commence, and when will it be completed; and 

(g) what is the expected additional budget allocation be required to address the issues raised in the report, 
as detailed by the response of the Western Australia Police? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a)–(d) Western Australia Police has no record of contact being made to the Minister’s Office in relation to the 
Auditor General’s Report.  

(e) The approved budget of the most recent project (812 — Blue Iris Redevelopment) was $183,500. 

(f) The Blue Iris Redevelopment Project (including Phase 2 requirements) commenced in June 2011 and 
was completed in October 2011. 

(g) At this time there is no budget requirement to address the key issues raised in the Auditor General’s 
Report (pages 28–29). 

STUDENT SUBSIDISED TRAVEL SCHEME 

6462. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Minister for Transport 

I refer to the Student Subsidised Travel Scheme and ask: 

(a) how is support pursuant to this scheme determined; 

(b) what support is provided pursuant to this scheme; 

(c) what is the maximum amount of support that is provided to students pursuant to this scheme; 

(d) what was the total budget for this scheme in 2009–10 and 2010–11; 

(e) what was the total amount actually spent on this scheme in 2009–10 and 2010–11; 

(f) what is the total budget for this scheme in 2011–12, 2012–13 and 2013–14; 

(g) how many students accessed support under this scheme in 2009–10 and 2010–11; 

(h) how many students are accessing this scheme so far in 2011–12; and 

(i) what is the projected number of students who will access this scheme in 2012–13 and 2013–14? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The Department of Transport advises: 

(a) The Student Subsidised Travel Scheme provides travel assistance between home and school at the 
beginning and end of the school term, for students living within the defined remote area who elect to 
attend a recognised school, college or university away from home.  

(b) Financial support. 

(c) Four return trips per year. 

(d) 2009–10 — $1 240 667; 2010–11 — $1 240 667. 

(e) 2009–10 — $1 002 135; 2010–11 — $1 186 772. 

(f) 2011–12 — $1 240 667; 2012–13 — $1 240 667; 2013–14 — $1 240 667. 

(g) 2009–10 — 1 800; 2010–11 — 1 359.  

(h) 720 

(i) Historically the student numbers have remained similar to previous years. 

NATIONAL TRUST — REVIEW 

6465. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister for Heritage 

Will the Minister release the Public Sector Commissioner review of the National Trust, and if not, why not? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

Yes. The Public Sector Commissioner has suggested options that are currently being worked through with the 
Chairman and Board of the National Trust (WA). It is expected this process will be concluded early 2012. Once 
that process is completed I will be tabling the report in Parliament. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — LANGUAGE SERVICES POLICY 

6475. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance; Commerce; Small Business 

In relation to the Western Australian Languages Services Policy, launched by Premier Colin Barnett in 2008, 
which states that Government agencies are required to have policies for funding and delivering translating and 
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interpreting services that take account of relevant Government policy, legal circumstances and the needs of 
potential and current clients, I ask: 

(a) what policies in each agency in the Minister’s departments have been implemented, and when; 

(b) what funding and expenditure has been incurred since 2008 on translation and interpreting services by 
which agencies and to whom was the funding paid; 

(c) can the Minister please table all policies which have been produced and are readily available to agency 
staff and clients; and 

(d) in each agency, can the Minister please list which situations have been identified where interpreters and 
translators must, should or may be used? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

Department of Commerce 

(a) The Department of Commerce’s Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2007–2012 (Outcome 3) and 
Substantive Equality Policy 2009 outline the department’s commitment to accessibility of 
services. Within the Labour Relations division of the Department of Commerce there is the Wageline 
Procedures Manual 2010 (Chapter 17) and the Compliance Manual (Working with Interpreters) for staff 
to assist customers who may require an interpreter or translating services.  

(b) Payments totalling $40,676.09 have been made to the following organisations since 2008 for translation 
and interpreting services: 

• Dept of Immigration & Citizenship — Translating & Interpretation Service $35,183.37. 
• eTranslate $ 770.42. 
• OnCall Interpreters $684.75. 
• Translators International $3,867.05. 
• WA Interpreters Pty Ltd $170.50. 

(c) [See paper 4352.] 

(d) The Department of Commerce identifies the need for interpreters and translators in accordance with the 
Western Australian Language Services Policy (“ 2.When interpreters and translators ‘must’, ‘should’ or 
‘may’ be used”, page14).  

Specifically, the following are situations in which interpreters or translators were used or offered: 

• In Building Disputes (now the Compliance and complaints business area, Building Commission) 
where interpreters were used in dispute cases on average six times a year; 

• The Department’s contact and call centres accepts calls via Translating and Interpreting Service or 
National Relay Service/ Text Telephone and direct requests for interpreters; 

• Interpreters are offered for community education presentations, conciliation processes, compliance 
activity when interviewing a witness or person of interest, licensing or registration processes; 

• A range of education and compliance services to the Indian Ocean Territories, including all 
editorial and public notices are written in either Chinese or Cocos Malay, as well as English, and 
the use of interpreters for public information sessions and group meetings on the islands.  

Department of Finance  

(a) When the Department of Finance was formed on 1 July 2011, the Language Services Policy of the 
former Department of Treasury and Finance was adopted. 

(b) Since 1 July 2011, the Department of Finance has paid $226 to the Translating and Interpreting Service, 
Commonwealth Department of Immigration and Citizenship and Translators International. 

(c) [See paper 4352.] 

(d) Where English is not the customer’s first language and they are unable to effectively communicate in 
written or spoken English; where there is a risk to a client’s rights, health or safety; where there should 
be regard to legislative requirements in relation to the service being provided, e.g. to assist State 
Revenue taxpayers to meet their obligations; and where a request is received to translate a Department 
of Finance publication e.g. translating State Revenue fact sheets for publication on the Department’s 
website. 

Small Business Development Corporation 

(a) The Language Services Policy was developed and implemented on 22 May 2009. 
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(b) A total of $1546.54 has been paid to the Department of Immigration and Citizenship (Translating and 
Interpreting Service) since 2008. 

(c) [See paper 4352.] 

(d) - The client’s inability to communicate in English; 

- The client’s preference to use their own language; 

- The information needed to be conveyed and understood is complex; and 

- The client is hearing impaired. 

Department of the Registrar, Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission 

(a)  No policies have been implemented 

(b)  No funding provided. Expenditure incurred since 2008 is $4512.02 

(c)  No formal policies have been produced although documented operating procedures are followed by 
staff.  

(d)  Dependent upon the client’s ability to communicate in English, any matter relating to Departmental and 
Western Australian Relation Commission activities where clients: 

• Need to be informed of legal rights and obligations  

• Require essential information to fully participate in decisions or proceedings relating to their rights, 
health or safety  

• Require essential information to protect their rights, health and safety.  

• Wish to make applications to the Commission. 

Workcover 

(a) WorkCover WA Language Services Policy. Implemented July 2011. 
 

Expenditure since January 2008  
Provider Amount $ 
WA Deaf Society Inc 180.00  
Dept Of Immigration & Multicultural 3 669.83  
WA Interpreters Pty Ltd 3 826.00  
On Call Interpreters & Translators Agency Pty Ltd 44 081.56 
Kenyon Court Pty Ltd T/as Verbatim Reporters 252.00  
National Transcription Services Pty Ltd 10 100.00 
Total 62 109.39 

(c) [See paper 4352.] 

(d) WorkCover WA provides interpreter services where requested by a client directly or by a treating 
doctor or other service provider. WorkCover WA staff also offer interpreter services where the staff 
member determines that an interpreter is or may be required 

WorkCover WA regularly provides interpreters to assist with telephone calls, ‘front counter’ customer 
queries, and completing forms and applications. In addition interpreters are provided in the Dispute 
Resolution Directorate for teleconferences, conciliation and arbitration hearings. 

WorkCover WA translates publications where legal liability and/or legal consequence may be high. Six 
key publications are currently translated into Chinese, Malaysian, Cocos Malay, Italian, Serbian, 
Croatian and Vietnamese.  

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — LANGUAGE SERVICES POLICY 

6476. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

In relation to the Western Australian Languages Services Policy, launched by Premier Colin Barnett in 2008, 
which states that Government agencies are required to have policies for funding and delivering translating and 
interpreting services that take account of relevant Government policy, legal circumstances and the needs of 
potential and current clients, I ask: 

(a) what policies in each agency in the Minister’s departments have been implemented, and when; 

(b) what funding and expenditure has been incurred since 2008 on translation and interpreting services by 
which agencies and to whom was the funding paid; 
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(c) can the Minister please table all policies which have been produced and are readily available to agency 
staff and clients; and 

(d) in each agency, can the Minister please list which situations have been identified where interpreters and 
translators must, should or may be used? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia (FESA) 

(a) There is no formal reference to the Western Australian Languages Services Policy (2008) in any 
documentation produced within the FESA Policy Framework.  

(b) Total expenditure: $47 559.86. 

(c) Not applicable. 

(d) FESA is cognisant of the needs of CALD groups and routinely arranges for the translation of its public 
information and education materials into various languages to meet these needs.  

In addition, during emergency incidents FESA has arranged for the translation of emergency warnings at the 
request of the Incident Controller to target identified CALD groups within the affected community.  

Office of Road Safety 

(a)–(d) The Office of Road Safety is administratively supported as part of Main Roads WA and as such the 
response will be included in the MRWA response under the Minister for Transport. 

Western Australia Police 

(a) Western Australian Police have two polices pertaining to language and interpreting services.  

• IT-1.0 Interpreters and Translators — Use Of (Professionals) was Gazetted and implemented 
Wednesday 8 September 2010.  

• IT-2.1 Use of Internal Language Assistants was Gazetted and implemented Wednesday, 
8 September 2010. 

(b) In 2010/11, approximately $198,000.00 (rounded to nearest thousand) was spent by WA Police on 
interpreter/translation services.  

In 2009/10, approximately $130,000.00 (rounded to nearest thousand) was spent by WA Police on 
interpreter/translation services. 

In 2008/09, approximately $86,000.00 (rounded to nearest thousand) was spent by WA Police on 
interpreter/translation services.  

[See paper 4330.] 

(c) Police Manual Policy is operational procedure for all Police Officers and is not available to the public. 

(d) Western Australian Police policy states interpreters and translators must, should or may be used when: 

• A person (including victims, witnesses, persons of interest and arrested persons) requests an 
interpreter; 

• Police determine that an interpreter is required for a person to fully understand their legal rights and 
responsibilities after conducting the “English Language Test Questionnaire”; 

• Where the person speaks English as a second language; and 

• Where a person is making a complaint about police and English is their second language. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — LANGUAGE SERVICES POLICY 

6479. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development; Indigenous Affairs 

In relation to the Western Australian Languages Services Policy, launched by Premier Colin Barnett in 2008, 
which states that Government agencies are required to have policies for funding and delivering translating and 
interpreting services that take account of relevant Government policy, legal circumstances and the needs of 
potential and current clients, I ask: 

(a) what policies in each agency in the Minister’s departments have been implemented, and when; 

(b) what funding and expenditure has been incurred since 2008 on translation and interpreting services by 
which agencies and to whom was the funding paid; 
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(c) can the Minister please table all policies which have been produced and are readily available to agency 
staff and clients; and 

(d) in each agency, can the Minister please list which situations have been identified where interpreters and 
translators must, should or may be used? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a)  The Department of Indigenous Affairs (DIA) completed development of a draft Aboriginal Languages 
Policy in February 2011. The draft policy takes account of the WA Languages Services Policy 2008 and 
makes recommendations to support implementation of that policy by Government service 
providers. Implementation of the draft Aboriginal Languages Policy has been deferred pending the 
current review of the Languages Services Policy by the Office of Multicultural Interests, which 
commenced in April 2011 and is scheduled for completion in December 2011. 

(b)  DIA funds the Kimberley Interpreting Service (KIS) $200,000 per annum for the period from July 2010 
to June 2013 (a total of $600,000). These funds are secured from the Remote Service Delivery National 
Partnership. KIS was also provided $150,000 in funding for the 08/09 year and $200,000 for the 09/10 
year. All figures exclude GST. 

(c)  Not Applicable 

(d)  These situations are set out in the WA Languages Services Policy 2008. 

Office of Energy 

(a)–(b)  Nil 

(c)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Independent Market Operator 

(a)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(a)  The Department of Training and Workforce Development’s Language Services Policy was endorsed in 
January 2011 and subsequently implemented. 

(b)  As a result of the de-merger from the Department of Education, data prior to November 2009 is not 
available. The Department has spent $15,499 on translating and interpreting  

(c)  Yes, I table a copy of the Department of Training and Workforce Development’s Language Services 
Policy. 

(d)  Guidelines and procedures supporting the policy specify that situations where interpreters and 
translators ‘must’, ‘should’ or ‘may’ be used depend on: 

• The risks of miscommunication and the potential for legal liability or legal consequences for the State 
of Western Australia, its agencies or instrumentalities; 

• the client’s ability to communicate in English; 

• the purpose of the communication and the kind of information, including its complexity, that needs to 
be conveyed; 

• the client’s ability to effectively communicate in a stressful or unfamiliar environment; and  

• whether the client prefers to communicate in his/her own language, even though he/she can 
communicate in English. 

Central Institute of Technology 

(a)  Central Institute of Technology is currently working on the drafting of an appropriate policy for the use 
and employment of Auslan interpreters. No other internal policies are in place at this time. 

(b) 
 2008 2009 2010 2011 Totals
On Call Interpreters & Translators Agency $589 $802 $5,865 $2,469 $9,725
Vital Interpreting Personnel - - $16,485 $16,654 $33,139
Wa Interpreters Pty Ltd $4,741 $8,492 $30,752 $12,547 $56,531
WA Deaf Society $116 $2,111 $1,536 $360 $4,123
Translating & Interpreting Service $1,433 $69 - - $1,503
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 2008 2009 2010 2011 Totals
Vital Information Products $66,971 $84,513  $151,484
Burmese Interpreting & Translating Service $840 $840
Dept of Immigration $401  $401
Immigration Australia $44 $89 $133
Internally contracted Auslan translators $128 $760 $56,067 $22,536 $79,491
 $74,379 $96,748 $110,748 $55,495 $337,370

(c)  Not applicable. 

(d)  Not applicable as no policy is in place. 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(a)  Challenger Institute of Technology Disability Services Policy; implemented 24 May 2011 

(b)  Auslan Interpreting only —  

2008 — $86,875 

2009 — $60,781 

2010 — $81,990 

2011 — $113,669 

(c)  The policy can be found at  

http://www.challenger.wa.edu.au/STUDENTSERVICES/Pages/DisabilityServices.aspx 

(d)  Auslan Interpreters must be provided on request by hearing impaired students.  

Interpreters are provided to the student for all course contact hours with funding provided by Challenger 
Institute.  

In addition any students that need English language support are provided with assistance both within 
and outside the classroom and with additional tutorial support if needed. This ESL support is funded by 
the Institute. Access and Bridging programs that include Language and Literacy subjects are also 
available. 

C Y O’Connor Institute of Technology 

(a)  C.Y. O’Connor Institute implemented the Access and Equity Guideline Policy in 2006. The policy was 
updated to reflect changes as part of an Access and Equity Review. The amended policy was 
implemented on 18 January 2011. 

(b)  Funding, in the order of $5,000, was allocated to a Russian interpreter (who was employed as an In 
Class Assistant) for a student in 2008. The employee was paid directly by the Institute.  

C.Y. O’Connor Institute has not provided an AUSLAN interpreter for student assistance at any time 
since 2008. 

(c)  The policy can be found at www.cyoc.wa.edu.au. 

(d)  In accordance with C.Y. O’Connor Institute’s policy, situations where interpreters and translators must, 
should or may be used include: 

- Enrolment assistance (especially AUSLAN interpreters to comply with the requirements of the 
Disability Discrimination Act and the Education Standards for Disability) 

- Provision of interpreter/translator to assist during delivery and assessment so that the student has 
the same opportunities to access education and training 

- Provision of interpreter/translator to assist with translation of information (in all forms) 

- Provision of interpreter/translator to assist student to have the same right to make a complaint to the 
Institute (or referral to an external support person or agency). 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(a)  Durack Institute of Technology has not implemented any policies specifically on translating and 
interpreting services. A Government phone service used when required. 

(b)  Nil; the phone translation service is free 

(c)–(d) Not applicable. 
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Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(a)  Disability Access and Inclusion Policy implemented in 2007 and updated in 2011. 

(b)  Nil 

(c)  The policy can be found at http://gsinstitute.wa.edu.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/daip-2011–2016.pdf   

(d)  Enrolment assistance (especially AUSLAN interpreters to comply with the requirements of the 
Disability Discrimination Act) 

Kimberley Training Institute 

(a)  Nil. A policy is to be developed in 2012. 

(b)  $23,355.62 spent on AUSLAN support 

[See paper 4335.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — LANGUAGE SERVICES POLICY 

6480. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister for Transport; Housing 

In relation to the Western Australian Languages Services Policy, launched by Premier Colin Barnett in 2008, 
which states that Government agencies are required to have policies for funding and delivering translating and 
interpreting services that take account of relevant Government policy, legal circumstances and the needs of 
potential and current clients, I ask: 

(a) what policies in each agency in the Minister’s departments have been implemented, and when; 

(b) what funding and expenditure has been incurred since 2008 on translation and interpreting services by 
which agencies and to whom was the funding paid; 

(c) can the Minister please table all policies which have been produced and are readily available to agency 
staff and clients; and 

(d) in each agency, can the Minister please list which situations have been identified where interpreters and 
translators must, should or may be used? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The Department of Housing advises: 

(a)  The Department’s Language Services policy was implemented in January 2000. 

(b)  $383 451.76 
Translating and Interpreting Service. 

(c)  The document is publically available on the Department of Housing website. 

(d)  Any person may use interpreting and translation services in the course of communicating with the 
Department and accessing any of its services. 

The Department of Transport advises: 

(a)  Not applicable 

(b)  $26 313.76 
Absolute Translations Ltd 
Corporate Express Australia 
GEON Group Limited 

(c)–(d)  Not applicable 

Main Roads WA advises: 

(a)  In 2008 the provision of translating and interpreting services were incorporated in Main Roads Western 
Australia’s Complaints Handling Corporate Policy and Procedure. 

(b)  Department of Immigration and Citizenship Translating and Interpreting Service — $21  
Translators International — $17 641.82 

(c)  Not applicable 

(d)  Main Roads Western Australia has opted for the ad-hoc purchasing method where services are acquired 
based on demand and usage. 

The Public Transport Authority advises: 

(a)  Not applicable  
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(b)  Since 2008, the Public Transport Authority has spent $57 554.22 (including GST) on various activities 
directed at culturally and linguistically diverse communities. This includes:  6EBA-FM Radio, GEON 
Group, Cooch Creative, Mitchells, Nexus Network, various translators and interpreting services. 

(c)  Not applicable 

(d)  All culturally and linguistically diverse community members are able to ring the Public Transport 
Authority’s translating and interpreting services number and be connected to the Transperth InfoLine or 
CommentLine and the cost is borne by the Public Transport Authority. Furthermore, if a culturally and 
linguistically diverse community member is having difficulty communicating at a Transperth 
InfoCentre (the walk-in information centres), the staff member will make a call to translating and 
interpreting services and then conduct a three-way conversation with the customer, the translating and 
interpreting services translator and the staff member. A telephone with a direct line to translating and 
interpreting services has been set up at Wellington Street Bus Station for this purpose. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — LANGUAGE SERVICES POLICY 

6482. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

In relation to the Western Australian Languages Services Policy, launched by Premier Colin Barnett in 2008, 
which states that Government agencies are required to have policies for funding and delivering translating and 
interpreting services that take account of relevant Government policy, legal circumstances and the needs of 
potential and current clients, I ask: 

(a) what policies in each agency in the Minister’s departments have been implemented, and when; 

(b) what funding and expenditure has been incurred since 2008 on translation and interpreting services by 
which agencies and to whom was the funding paid; 

(c) can the Minister please table all policies which have been produced and are readily available to agency 
staff and clients; and 

(d) in each agency, can the Minister please list which situations have been identified where interpreters and 
translators must, should or may be used? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

Department of Local Government including the Office of Multicultural Interests.  

(a) The Office of Multicultural Interests (OMI), a division of the Department of Local Government, 
developed the Western Australian Language Services Policy 2008, which was published in 2008. 

Independent Language Services $8,520.00  
On-Call Interpreters & Translators Agency Pty Ltd $6,301.25  
The WA Deaf Society $1,135.50 
Interpreter Services, Katanning  $400.00  
WA Interpreters Pty Ltd $160.00  
Italian T/I Services $220.00  
TOTAL $16,736.75  

(c)  The Western Australian Language Services Policy 2008, available at: 
http://www.omi.wa.gov.au/resources/publications/Languages/language_services_2008.pdf 

(d) The Department requires that interpreters must be used for people who are not able to communicate 
proficiently in English. This mostly relates to people who are participating in consultations as part of 
OMI’s Community Engagement Strategy and any other consultation processes. 

The Department has identified that translations must be provided in selected languages for key 
documents such as: 

• Information about the office which is available on the OMI website at:  
http://www.omi.wa.gov.au/resources/translations/ 

• Information for Communities — a brochure advising members of the community about their right 
to request interpreting services from WA public sector agencies, and how to use the WA Interpreter 
Card, which is available for download from the OMI website at: 
http://www.omi.wa.gov.au/resources/publications/Languages/information_for_communities.pdf 

Heritage Council of Western Australia 

(a)  The Office of Heritage implemented a Language Services Policy on 31 December 2010. 

(b)  Nil 
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(c)  Yes 

(d)  No situations have been identified in the Office of Heritage where interpreters and translators must, 
should or may be used. 

Metropolitan Cemeteries Board 

(a)  The Board’s Customer Service Charter was developed in 2002 and revised in 2011.  

The Charter provides clear information in the Australian Government’s interpreting services (TIS) and 
how clients may access this service. The Charter also provides advice on services for the hearing 
impaired. 

Since August 2011, when corresponding with communities of a non-English speaking background, the 
Board includes a "Translation assistance letter", translated into numerous languages, which details how 
clients may access translation services.  

The Board’s Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2007 has been revised during 2011, and outlines the 
support services for people with disabilities. 

(b)  A total of $2673.00 has been spent on interpreting services since January 1 2008. This amount has been 
solely for the translation of the written word into various languages. Translation services have been 
provided by Translators International. 

(c)   The Board’s Customer Service Charter is readily available to agency staff and clients through hard copy 
and the Board’s website. 

The Board’s "Translation assistance letter attachment" is readily available to all staff to use with 
relevant correspondence.  

The Board’s Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2011 is readily available to agency staff and clients 
through hard copy and the Board website. 

(d)   Board staff frequently meet with clients for memorial appointments, where options for memorial 
appointments are explained. Some families may require translation support in these situations. Given 
the nature of the appointments, family members often attend to assist with translation. The Board will 
arrange for interpreters if requested. The Board employs Italian speaking staff who have assisted in 
these situations.  

The Croatian and Italian community demonstrate a preference for mausoleums and to assist in this area, 
mausoleum related publications have been produced in these languages. 

Periodically, the Board corresponds with clients from communities of a non-English speaking 
background. The Board includes a "Translation assistance letter", translated into numerous languages, 
which details how clients may access translation services.  

The Board holds masses throughout the year for the Italian community — translators are provided for 
these events. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — LANGUAGE SERVICES POLICY 

6484. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister for Environment; Water 

In relation to the Western Australian Languages Services Policy, launched by Premier Colin Barnett in 2008, 
which states that Government agencies are required to have policies for funding and delivering translating and 
interpreting services that take account of relevant Government policy, legal circumstances and the needs of 
potential and current clients, I ask: 

(a) what policies in each agency in the Minister’s departments have been implemented, and when; 

(b) what funding and expenditure has been incurred since 2008 on translation and interpreting services by 
which agencies and to whom was the funding paid; 

(c) can the Minister please table all policies which have been produced and are readily available to agency 
staff and clients; and 

(d) in each agency, can the Minister please list which situations have been identified where interpreters and 
translators must, should or may be used? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Department of Environment and Conservation including the Office of the Appeals Convenor 

(a)  DEC’s Investigations Manual instructs DEC officers in regard to the engagement of accredited 
interpreters. This manual was implemented in 2010. 
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DEC’s Language Allowance policy encourages the use of employees for translating and interpreting for 
non legal matters, subject to the employee possessing accredited language skills. This policy was 
implemented in 2000.  

(b)  Total expenditure on translating and interpreting since 2008 has been: 

• $24 paid to Translating and Interpreting Service (TIS) for interpreting services in Korean 
• $73 paid to TIS for interpreting services in Korean 
• $24 paid to TIS for interpreting services in Serbian 
• $115 paid to WA Interpreters for interpreting services in Greek 
• $504 paid to Applied Language Solutions (UK) for DEC signage translations into four foreign 

languages. 

(c)  [See paper 4337.] 

(d)  Interpreters should be used in situations where a client requests or agrees to an interpreter. Interpreters 
must be made available if required in situations relating to legal enforcement matters. Information will 
be translated to enable consultation with specific sections of the community when needed. 

Office of the Environmental Protection Authority 

(a)–(d)  The Office of the Environmental Protection Authority does not have a formal Policy regarding Western 
Australian Language Services, however it will provide these services as required. 

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority 

(a)  The Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority (BGPA) has a Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2007–
2012 and an Equity and Diversity Plan 2009–2014 in place which are reviewed annually and includes 
strategies for appropriate language services where lack of literacy in English is a barrier to service.  

(b)  Nil 

(c)  BGPA’s Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2007–2012 is available on the BGPA website for any 
clients and the Equity and Diversity Plan 2009–2014 is available on the BGPA intranet for staff.  

(d)  Interpreters should be used in situations where a client requests or agrees to an interpreter. Interpreters 
must be made available if required in situations relating to legal enforcement matters. Information will 
be translated to enable consultation with specific sections of the community when needed. 

Swan River Trust 

(a)  The Swan River Trust has made relevant staff aware of the key processes and questions to help 
determine the need for offering translating and interpreting services in certain situations as outlined in 
the Western Australian Languages Services Policy.  

(b)  Nil expenditure across all Swan River Trust Branches since 2008. 

(c)  Not applicable 

(d)  Interpreters should be used in situations where a client requests or agrees to an interpreter. Interpreters 
must be made available if required in situations relating to legal enforcement matters. Information will 
be translated to enable consultation with specific sections of the community when needed. 

Zoological Parks Authority 

(a)  The Zoological Parks Authority does not have a policy for funding and delivering translating and 
interpreting services. 

(b)  Total expenditure on translating and interpreting since 2008 has been: 

• $227.27 to Epoch Times Perth Pty Limited for translation of an animal brochure and map into 
Chinese; 

• $697.40 to Translators International for translation of Indonesian quarantine conditions; 

• The redevelopment of the Perth Zoo website incorporates an embedded widget to translate the 
content of the website into most major languages. This functionality was included in the total 
website project cost and it is not possible to provide a separate costing. 

(c)  Not applicable 

(d)  Interpreters should be used in situations where a client requests or agrees to an interpreter. Interpreters 
must be made available if required in situations relating to legal enforcement matters. Information will 
be translated to enable consultation with specific sections of the community when needed. 
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Department of Water 

(a)  The Department of Water’s Disability access and inclusion plan, implemented 5 August 2009, is 
compliant with the Western Australian Languages Services Policy. 

(b)  $122.76 — Translating and Interpreting services 
$197.00 — E Translate translation services. 

(c)  The Department of Water’s Disability access and inclusion plan is available on the intranet and the 
Department’s website. 

(d)  Interpreters should be used in situations where a client requests or agrees to an interpreter. Interpreters 
must be made available if required in situations relating to legal enforcement matters. Information will 
be translated to enable consultation with specific sections of the community when needed. 

Water Corporation 

(a)  The Water Corporation has a Disability Access and Inclusion Policy that articulates the Corporation’s 
intent that its facilities, services, events and information are accessible and inclusive to the whole 
community. This Policy was implemented in 2006.  

(b)  The Water Corporation does not have a specific budget allocation for the use of the interpreter 
services. The Corporation pays whatever costs are incurred as a result of its customers using the service. 

The total expenditure incurred since 1 January 2008 has been $12,743 paid to Translating and 
Interpreting Service National. 

(c)  [See paper 4337.] 

(d)  Interpreters should be used in situations where a client requests or agrees to an interpreter. Interpreters 
must be made available if required in situations relating to legal enforcement matters. Information will 
be translated to enable consultation with specific sections of the community when needed. 

Busselton Water Board 

(a)  A Standard Operating Procedure was issued to staff on the 14th September 2010, which mandates the 
provision of an interpreting service. 

(b)  Nil 

(c)  Refer to (a) 

(d)  Interpreters should be used in situations where a client requests or agrees to an interpreter. Interpreters 
must be made available if required in situations relating to legal enforcement matters. Information will 
be translated to enable consultation with specific sections of the community when needed. 

Aqwest 

(a)–(d)  Aqwest does not have a formal Policy regarding Western Australian Language Services, however it will 
provide these services as required. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — LANGUAGE SERVICES POLICY 

6485. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

In relation to the Western Australian Languages Services Policy, launched by Premier Colin Barnett in 2008, 
which states that Government agencies are required to have policies for funding and delivering translating and 
interpreting services that take account of relevant Government policy, legal circumstances and the needs of 
potential and current clients, I ask: 

(a) what policies in each agency in the Minister’s departments have been implemented, and when; 

(b) what funding and expenditure has been incurred since 2008 on translation and interpreting services by 
which agencies and to whom was the funding paid; 

(c) can the Minister please table all policies which have been produced and are readily available to agency 
staff and clients; and 

(d) in each agency, can the Minister please list which situations have been identified where interpreters and 
translators must, should or may be used? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Mental Health Commission 

(a) The Mental Health Commission (MHC) was established on 8 March 2010. The MHC is not a service 
provider, however, the organisation is guided by the Western Australian Languages Services Policy and 
WA Health Language Services Policy, which was released in September 2011.  



 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 1 December 2011] 10441 

 

(b)  Nil.  

(c)–(d) Not applicable, please see answer to (a). 

Drug and Alcohol Office 

(a)  The Drug and Alcohol Office has a Language Services Policy which was first implemented in 
December 1993. 

(b)  Since 2008, payments totalling $3,770.39 have been made to the Department of Immigration and 
Citizenship for translating and interpreting services. 

(c)  [See paper 4339.] 

(d)  Interpreters and translators are used when the client requests the service or contact to the Drug and 
Alcohol Office is made through an interpreter or translator. 

Disability Services Commission: 

(a) The Disability Services Commission developed its first language services plan in 1993. 

A new policy was developed and implemented in 2004 in line with the new directions in State 
Government policy. The document was updated in 2005 and is under review  

In 2008 the State Government’s new Language Services Policy, was communicated widely and 
implemented. This document is currently the most frequently used point of guidance within the 
Commission. 

(b) The Disability Services Commission has identified that a total of $183,560 was expended on translation 
and interpreting services from 1 January 2008 to 1 November 2011. The following main suppliers were 
recompensed: 

• Department of Immigration and Citizenship (Translation and Interpreting Service) 
• WA Deaf Society 
• On Call Interpreters and Translators Pty Ltd 
• Translators International and 
• WA Interpreters Pty Ltd 

A breakdown of cost by supplier is not available. 

(c) [See paper 4339.] 

(d) Each situation is assessed individually and will vary depending on the clinical need and particular 
circumstances. For example: 

• where the person / family / carer cannot communicate in English and information that needs to be 
conveyed is of a legal nature, involves informed consent / fully informed decision-making and 
protection of rights, health and safety, a qualified interpreter must be used 

• in a situation where a person with disability is non-verbal and the parent / carer is unable to 
communicate satisfactorily in English, a suitably qualified interpreter must be obtained 

• for people who are deaf and use Auslan, an interpreter must be engaged 

• persons under 18 years of age should never be used as interpreters 

• for Aboriginal people in remote areas who cannot communicate in English, where no 
professionally qualified interpreter is available, it may be appropriate to use an untrained person 
who is competent in English and knows the Aboriginal language and 

• in situations of low risk, a family member may be asked basic information, for instance what 
language the person uses for communication, prior to appropriate language services being engaged. 

SPEED CAMERA INFRINGEMENTS — TOP 10 LOCATIONS 

6493. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

(1) For the 2010–2011 financial year can the Minister please list the top ten locations where the most speed 
camera infringements were issued? 

(2) Can the Minister list the total value of fines for those ten locations in that period? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1)–(2) In the 2010–11 financial year the top ten Speed Camera locations are listed below ranked on the number 
of speeding infringements issued: 
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SPEED CAMERA LOCATION 
 

STREET 
NEAREST INTERSECTING 
STREET 

SUBURB 

NUMBER OF 
SPEEDING 

INFRINGEMENT 
NOTICES ISSUED 

TOTAL 
PENALTIES  

$ 

KWINANA FREEWAY MILL POINT ROAD SOUTH PERTH 10228 $1,542,900

KWINANA FWY MILL POINT RD OVPA SOUTH PERTH 10055 $1,484,400

REID HIGHWAY MIRRABOOKA AVENUE MIRRABOOKA 8845 $2,016,350

GRAHAM FARMER 
FREEWAY 

EAST PARADE EAST PERTH 7741 $1,040,225

WANNEROO ROAD MENCHETTI ROAD NEERABUP 6655 $1,154,050

MANDURAH ROAD MADORA BEACH ROAD LAKELANDS 6074 $904,050

MITCHELL FREEWAY LOFTUS STREET 
WEST 
LEEDERVILLE 

5084 $819,025

MITCHELL FREEWAY LOFTUS STREET WEST PERTH 4262 $720,825

MITCHELL FREEWAY OCEAN REEF ROAD WOODVALE 2620 $335,150

THOMAS ROAD HOPKINSON ROAD DARLING DOWNS 2591 $456,350

Note: 
• Does not include locations that have fixed Red Light and Speed Cameras 
• Statistics are provisional and subject to revision. 
• Statistics based on the Speed Camera Infringement Notices issued in 2010–11 financial year. 
• Total Penalties’ is the total cost of the first Infringement Notice issued and does not include additional 

penalties that may be applied after the initial Infringement Notice was issued. 

Source:  WA Police, Image and Infringement Processing System (IIPS) as at 25/10/2011. 

RED-LIGHT CAMERA INFRINGEMENTS — TOP 10 LOCATIONS 

6494. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

(1) For the 2010–2011 financial year can the Minister please list the top ten locations where the most red 
light camera infringements were issued? 

(2) Can the Minister list the total value of fines for those ten locations in that period? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1)–(2) In the 2010–11 financial year the top ten Red Light camera locations are listed below ranked on the 
number of red light camera infringements issued: 

 

                          RED LIGHT CAMERA LOCATION 

STREET CORNER OF SUBURB 

NUMBER OF RED 
LIGHT CAMERA 
INFRINGEMENT 
NOTICES ISSUED 

TOTAL PENALTIES 
$ 

CANNING HWY DOUGLAS AV SOUTH PERTH 1,111 $196,500

ALBANY HWY 
LEACH HWY OFF 
RAMP 

BENTLEY 885 $168,450

VINCENT ST CHARLES ST NORTH PERTH 847 $144,900

CHARLES ST NEWCASTLE ST WEST PERTH 788 $136,350

STIRLING HWY ERIC ST COTTESLOE 752 $139,050

CANNING HWY RISELEY ST APPLECROSS 745 $134,100

SCARBOROUGH 
BEACH RD 

LIEGE ST INNALOO 598 $106,200

HEPBURN AV MARMION AV PADBURY 564 $113,400

SCARBOROUGH 
BEACH RD 

BRADY ST OSBORNE PARK 541 $96,900

WALTER RD WEST COODE ST DIANELLA 524 $93,600

Notes: 
• Statistics are provisional and subject to revision. 
• Statistics based on the Red Light Camera Infringement Notice issued in 2010–11 financial year. 
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• Total Penalties’ is the total cost of the first Infringement Notice issued and does not include additional 
penalties that may be applied after the initial Infringement Notice was issued. 

Source:  WA Police, Image and Infringement Processing System (IIPS) as at 25/10/2011. 

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT (INFRINGEMENT NOTICES) ACT 2010 — IMPLEMENTATION 

6495. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

(1) When is it anticipated that the Criminal Code Amendment (Infringement Notices) Act 2010 will 
commence operation? 

(2) What measures have to be put in place before the Act can begin to operate? 

(3) What funding has been allocated for its implementation? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) The Criminal Code Amendment (Infringement Notices) Act 2011 will become operational once the 
Information Technology (IT) solution is in place to support the Criminal Penalty Infringement Notice 
(CPIN) scheme. 

(2) A procurement process for an IT solution which conforms to the Department of Finance procurement 
guidelines. Frontline police officers and support staff will be provided with policy, guidelines and 
training before operating CPIN. Communication strategies will be in place to inform the community of 
the introduction of CPIN. 

(3) The CPIN scheme will be funded from within the WA Police Core Business Systems Capital Works 
Program budget allocation. 

DRUG DRIVING TESTS — NUMBER 

6496. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

For the 2008–2009, 2009–2010 and the 2010–2011 years: 

(a) how many drug driving tests were administered; 

(b) of those, and for each year, how many charges were laid; and 

(c) for those years how many persons were charged under section 64AB of the Road Traffic Act 1974 for 
driving while impaired with prescription drugs? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a)  This response pertains specifically to those persons who tested positively to initial roadside drug 
screening. They were then required to provide a sample of saliva for testing via the Cozart drug driving 
testing regime. The number of Cozart tests administered for these periods are; 

• 2008/2009 = 377 
• 2009/2010 = 514 
• 2010/2011 = 456 

For the number of roadside screening tests undertaken please refer to Parliamentary Question number 
6538. 

(b)  Persons Charged Under Section 64AC of the Road Traffic Act 1974 for Driving with prescribed illicit 
drug. 

 

Financial Year 2008–09 2009–10 2010–11 

Number of Persons Charged 348 374 399 

Notes: 
1. Statistics are provisional and subject to revision. 
2. Statistics based on the ‘Arrest Date’. 

Source: Briefcase as at 07/11/11. 

(c) Persons Charged Under Section 64AB of the Road Traffic Act 1974 for Driving While Impaired By 
Drugs 

 

Financial Year 2008–09 2009–10 2010–11 

Number of Persons Charged 12 6 3 
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Notes: 
1. Statistics are provisional and subject to revision. 
2. Statistics based on the ‘Arrest Date’. 

Source: Briefcase as at 07/11/11. 

POINT-TO-POINT SPEED CAMERAS — INSTALLATION 

6497. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Road Safety 

What is the current status of proposals for point to point speed cameras to be installed in Western Australia; and 

(a) if none, why not; and 

(b) if yes, what is the time frame and anticipated cost of the introduction of such cameras? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a) Point-to-point cameras were not included in the State Government’s speed enhancement program.  

The development and application of point-to-point technology is undergoing significant change in other 
jurisdictions, who are still examining ways to maintain reliable enforcement systems. Further, they are 
undertaking research projects to develop best practice and national standards for point-to-point systems. 

(b) Not applicable. 

FIREARM LICENSING APPLICATIONS — BACKLOG 

6498. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

What is the current backlog for processing firearm licensing applications? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

As at 7 November there were: 

• 91 Original Firearm applications on hand by more than 60 days (ie overdue) 

• 148 Additional Firearm applications on hand by more than 30 days (ie overdue) 

UNLICENSED FIREARM POSSESSION — PERSONS CHARGED 

6499. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

(1) In the 2010–2011 financial year how many persons were charged with the possession of an unlicensed 
firearm? 

(2) Of those, how many were sentenced with the circumstances of aggravation under section 19 (1ab) of the 
Firearms Act 1973 during that period? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) 208. 

(2) This is not within the jurisdiction of Western Australia Police and should be referred to the Attorney 
General.  

Notes: 
1.Statistics are provisional and subject to revision. 
2.Unlicensed firearm charges include all charges under Section 19 of the Firearms Act 1973. 

Source: WA Police, Briefcase System as at 07/10/2011. 

LICENSED PREMISES — VENUE ASSAULTS 

6500. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

In the 2010 year and 2011 year to date, what were the ten licensed premises where the most number of assaults 
occurred and in relation to each can the Minister please list what action has been taken by police as a result of 
the prevalence of assaults at those premises? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

WA Police commenced analysis of offences occurring at, or in the immediate vicinity of, licensed premises in 
June 2010.  

In the seven months from 1 June — 31 December 2010, the venues with the highest number of assaults were: 

Burswood — General (32) 
The Deen (30) 
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Palace Hotel (20) 
Paramount Nightclub (20) 
Burswood — Eve Nightclub (19) 
Metropolis Fremantle (17) 
Black Betty’s (17) 
The Library (16) 
Up Nightclub (14) 
Metro City (13) 

In the 10 months from 1 January — 1 November 2011 the top 10 licensed premises where the most number of 
assaults occurred were: 

Burswood — General (56) 
Palace Hotel (27) 
Burswood — Eve nightclub (20) 
Metropolis Fremantle (19) 
The Deen (18) 
Paramount Nightclub (16) 
Black Betty’s (15)  
Pier Hotel Port Hedland (15) 
Red Sea (13) 
Dusk Nightclub (13) 

The term ‘assault’ includes Assault Occasioning Bodily Harm, Assault, Serious Assault, Assault Public Officer, 
Wounding, Indecent Assault, Indecent Dealing with a Child, Grievous Bodily Harm, and Acts intended to cause 
Grievous Bodily Harm 

Police action in regard to each venue is as follows: 

Burswood — General and Burswood- Eve Nightclub 

Liquor Enforcement Unit has a continuing dialogue with Burswood Entertainment Complex. With a licensed 
capacity for 40,000 persons and weekly attendance of approximately 120,000 persons, the Burswood 
Entertainment Complex is by far the largest licensed venue in Western Australia. 

Through consultation and dialogue, Police note that Burswood Entertainment Complex has invested substantial 
funds in increased security and Responsible Service of Alcohol staff who aim to minimise incidents of anti social 
behaviour within the Complex. 

Liquor Enforcement Unit officers conduct regular compliance checks of the premises, both overtly and covertly 
to ensure compliance with liquor license conditions, with local uniformed officers conducting regular patrols and 
operations around the complex to reduce crime and anti social behaviour. 

In April 2011, Police requested the Director of Liquor Licensing amend the Liquor License of Eve Nightclub to 
impose a lock out 30 minutes before the cease of trading and to restrict the style of drinks served within the 
premises. Negotiations with management of the premises also changed the style of music and dress code for the 
nightclub. These measures significantly reduced the level of offending within the nightclub and the Complex as a 
whole. 

The Deen 

This is another large venue on Aberdeen Street, Northbridge. Since February 2011, through consultation and 
negotiation, the licensee has agreed to: 

• Install three new digital CCTV cameras at cost of $4000 

• Installation of a new ID scanning device at a cost of over $70,000 

• Replacement of glasses with polycarbonate drinking vessels at a cost of $18,000 

• Enforcement of a stricter dress code 

• Better lighting in dark areas of the venue 

• Change in music style, away from aggressive, bass dominated music, and 

• Self imposed reduction in total capacity. 

• These measures significantly reduced levels of violence and anti social behaviour associated with the 
venue. 

Palace Hotel/Gold Bar, Kalgoorlie 

This venue is Kalgoorlie’s only current night club venue. In April 2011, Liquor Enforcement officers engaged 
with the licensee of the premises to negotiate changes to management practices. Police have since submitted a 
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s95 complaint to the Liquor Commission seeking punitive action and changes to liquor license conditions aimed 
to reduce violence and anti social behaviour. This matter is still before the Commission. 

Paramount Nightclub, Northbridge  

The Paramount Nightclub is a venue that caters to the 18–25 age group and is patrolled regularly by Liquor 
Enforcement Unit officers to ensure compliance with Liquor License conditions. Management is engaged both 
through the Perth City Accord and individually to advise on best practice and observed deficiencies in 
management practice resulting in a reduction of assaults and other anti social behaviour. 

Metropolis, Fremantle 

This again is one of the largest venues in the metropolitan area that caters to the 18–25 demographic. The 
premises are regularly visited by Liquor Enforcement Unit officers and management are engaged on a regular 
basis to ensure compliance with liquor license conditions. Incident of assault and anti social behaviour have 
reduced in this venue. 

Black Bettys, Northbridge 

Management of Black Bettys were engaged by Liquor Enforcement Unit officers in July 2010. Through 
consultation and negotiation, the licensee agreed to: 

• Review and expand their CCTV system 

• Change management practices in the use of the Identification scanner 

• Increase external lighting 

• Removal by City of Perth of benches outside the venue 

• Employment of a senior crowd controller to manage entry to the premises 

• Stricter dress code, and 

• Increased external signage re patron behaviour. 

These measures significantly reduce the incidence of assaults and anti social behaviour within the venue. 

The Library, Northbridge 

This venue is another that caters to the 18–25 age group. This venue is subject to regular patrols by Liquor 
Enforcement Unit officers to ensure compliance with liquor license conditions. Due to a spike in reported 
assaults in May 2011, police negotiated with management of the venue to replace glassware with tempered 
(safety) glasses at a cost of $18,000. This premise has reduced its level of assaults. 

Up Nightclub, Geraldton 

In February 2011, police lodged a s95 complaint with the Liquor Commission seeking a punitive penalty against 
the licensee of the nightclub as the result of poor management practices leading to the death of an off duty crowd 
controller due to alcohol poisoning in June 2009. The Liquor Commission imposed a penalty of $15,000 on the 
licensee, and Mr Shane Van Styn, a director of the licensee, responsible for the management of the premises, 
was disqualified from holding a position of authority for three years. 

Police lodged a subsequent s95 complaint in March 2011 due to excessive incidents of violence and anti social 
behaviour. The Liquor Commission found in favour of police submissions and imposed a further monetary 
penalty of $7,500, and further restrictive conditions on dress code, style of liquor able to be consumed, a lockout 
from 3.00 am, a restriction on trading hours and no liquor to be consumed on the premises after trading hours. 

Metro City, Northbridge 

Another of the larger venues in the Northbridge Entertainment precinct who receive regular visits from Liquor 
Enforcement Unit officers. Due to an increase in violence and anti social behaviour noted in mid 2011, 
management were engaged and agreed to upgrade CCTV cameras and system, install intelligent ID scanning and 
introduce polycarbonate glassware at a cost of $105,000. Incidents of violence have since reduced in this venue. 

Pier Hotel, Port Hedland 

In June 2011, police lodged a s95 complaint with the Liquor Commission seeking a punitive penalty and 
restrictive license conditions on this venue due to repeated incidents of violence and anti social behaviour 
resulting from poor management practices. This matter is still before the commission. 

Red Sea Nightclub, Subiaco 

The Red Sea Nightclub is a venue that caters to the 18–25 age group and is patrolled regularly by Liquor 
Enforcement Unit officers to ensure compliance with Liquor License conditions. Management are engaged to 
advise on best practice and observed deficiencies in management practice resulting in a reduction of assaults and 
other anti social behaviour. 
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Dusk Nightclub, Joondalup 

The Dusk Nightclub is one of two night venues in Joondalup that caters to the 18–25 age group and is patrolled 
regularly by Liquor Enforcement Unit officers to ensure compliance with Liquor License conditions. 
Management are engaged to advise on best practice and observed deficiencies in management practice. Regular 
operations are conducted alongside local uniformed operational officers in order to minimise anti social 
behaviour in an around the premises. 

POLICE OFFICERS — LEAVE STATISTICS 

6501. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

(1) As at 27 October 2011 how many police are currently: 

(a) on sick leave; 

(b) on leave without pay; 

(c) on long service leave; and 

(d) on maternity leave? 

(2) For (a) to (c) please specify numbers absent from active duty for period of less than 2 months, greater 
than 2 months but less than six months and those on leave for six months or more? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) (a) 169 Police Officers, 4 Police Auxiliary Officers and 2 Aboriginal Police Liaison Officers  

(b) 34 Police Officers 

(c) 10 Police Officers 

(d) 59 Police Officers 

(2) (a)  

Sick leave 
Police 

Officers 
Police Auxiliary 

Officers 
Aboriginal Police 
Liaison Officers 

Less than 2 months 160 4 1 
More than 2 months but less 
than 6 months 

7 0 1 

6 months or more 2 0 0 
Total 169 4 2 

(b)  
Leave without pay Police Officers 
Less than 2 months 4 
More than 2 months but less than 6 months 6 
6 months or more 24 
Total 34 

(c)  
Long service leave Police Officers 
Less than 2 months 4 
More than 2 months but less than 6 months 4 
6 months or more 2 
Total 10 

Note: 
*Long service leave includes full pay and ½ pay. 
*Maternity leave includes maternity leave paid, maternity leave ½ pay and maternity leave without pay. 

POLICE AND COMMUNITY YOUTH CENTRES — CLOSURE 

6503. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

(1) Will the Minister advise how many Police and Community Youth Centres closed in 2008, 2009, 2010 
and 2011 (year to date)? 

(2) Can the Minister please advise the current status of the following Police and Community Youth 
Centres: 

(a) Roebourne; 

(b) Geraldton; and 

(c) Broome? 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1)–(2) The Federation of Western Australian Police and Community Youth Centres (Inc) is a separate 
incorporated entity and does not fall within the Minister’s portfolios.  

WESTERN AUSTRALIA POLICE — ASSET SALES 

6504. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

(1) Can the Minister advise the total amount of proceeds netted from asset sales by Western Australia 
Police in the 2010–2011 financial year? 

(2) Was the amount secured for those asset sales in 2010–2011 less or more than anticipated? 

(3) If so, what are the reasons for the disparity? 

(4) Will the Minister further advise and list the property assets owned by Western Australia Police 
earmarked for disposal in the 2011–2012 financial year? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) $88,102 

(2) WA Police does not anticipate asset sales due to the complexities involved with estimating the 
proceeds; however WA Police seeks to maximise the proceeds from these sales. 

(3) Not applicable. 

(4) Hilton Park Police Station / OIC Quarters 
Inglewood Police Station / OIC Quarters 
Kalamunda Police Station / OIC Quarters 
Leonora OIC Quarters 
Subiaco Police Station 
Wongan Hills Quarters / vacant land 
Albany — vacant land 
Cervantes — vacant land 
Darkan — vacant land 
East Ballidu — vacant land 
Newdegate — vacant land 
Northcliffe — vacant land 
Tammin — vacant land 
Waroona — vacant land 
Wyndham — vacant land 
York — vacant land 

POLICE — CONCEPT PATROL VEHICLE TRIAL 

6505. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

I refer to the concept patrol vehicle which is currently being trialled and I ask: 

(a) for what period is the car being evaluated; and 

(b) at the conclusion of that period, is it anticipated that a budget submission will be made for the roll-out 
of these vehicles if the evaluation is positive? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a) The initial trial of the car was for 3 months concluding on 30 September 2011. Additional components 
were added to the concept car which will undergo further review until 31 December 2011. 

(b) Yes. 

POLICE — SERIOUS ORGANISED CRIME STRATEGY 2011–2014 

6507. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

I refer to the WA Police Serious Organised Crime Strategy 2011–2014 and I ask: 

(a) can the Minister advise what the ‘legislative limitations’ referred to in that strategy are; 

(b) given the reference to identity theft, how many successful prosecutions were there for identity theft in 
the 2010–2011 financial year; 

(c) given the reference to identity theft, why is this not separately recorded in police crime statistics; 

(d) can the Minister confirm the assertion in the strategy of the strong and ongoing nexus between 
organised crime and public sector corruption; and 
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(e) is the Western Australia Police currently involved in any joint task forces with the Australian Crime 
Commission? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a) Organised Crime Groups (OCGs) have been known to identify and exploit loopholes and limitations in 
legislation to facilitate their activities.   

An example of OCGs exploiting legislative loopholes include the legislative limitations in the exchange 
of information between jurisdictions on firearms. 

(b) Statistics specifically relating to identity theft are not currently maintained by WA Police systems. 

(c) WA Police statistics comply with the Australian and New Zealand Offence Classification system and 
National Crime Recording Standards as defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. This allows for 
valid comparisons between states and policing jurisdictions. Identity Theft is recorded and reported 
under the offence category of Fraud. 

(d) As noted in the Australian Crime Commission’s report entitled Organised Crime in Australia 2011, 
“Over the past 30 years, instances of systemic corruption linked to organised crime have been 
uncovered in Australian jurisdictions... Organised crime groups appear to have a general interest in 
corrupting selected public sector and law enforcement officers, they seem content to approach this in an 
opportunistic rather than systematic manner.”  The report further states “The main benefits to organised 
crime from public sector corruption are access to public funds and assets, rights and permissions, 
information, protection and platforms that facilitate other crimes.” 

(e) WA Police has been involved with the Australian Crime Commission over the past five years and our 
cooperation is ongoing. Due to confidentiality requirements, WA Police are unable to elaborate further 
about the specific nature of their involvement in the Australian Crime Commission’s activities.  

CHILDREN’S CROSSINGS — STATISTICS 

6508. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

(1) How many children’s crossing guards are currently employed by Western Australia Police? 

(2) How many Type A children’s crossings are there in Western Australia? 

(3) How many Type B children’s crossings are there in Western Australia? 

(4) How many Type A children’s crossings are currently under review for downgrade of status? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) 593 

(2) 418 

(3) 14 

(4) Nil. 

AUXILIARY POLICE OFFICERS — INDIGENOUS PERSONNEL 

6509. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

I refer to the fact that there is one Aboriginal auxiliary officer out of a total of 131 and I ask: 

(a) is this disparity being examined; 

(b) are there impediments to recruiting indigenous personnel; and 

(i) if so, what are they; and 

(c) what efforts are being taken to address this issue? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a)  The low application rates from Aboriginal people across all entry pathways into Western Australian 
Police issue is very familiar to the agency, has been examined and, is being addressed through a range 
of immediate and long term initiatives. 

(b)  There are a range of impediments to the recruitment of Aboriginal people by WA Police. 

(i)  
• Western Australia has a tight labour market and Aboriginal employees are highly sought after 

by many industries. 
• The mining industry offers Aboriginal people wages and conditions with which WA Police 

cannot compete. 
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• Aboriginal people appear to be choosing tertiary fields or mining positions leaving little labour 
market share for WA Police. 

• Aboriginal people rarely apply to become a police officer/police auxiliary officer/police cadet. 

Due to the issues experienced by Aboriginal applicants, significant post assessment review is conducted 
to ensure the best possible opportunity is provided for success in the recruitment process. This sort of 
post assessment review is only afforded to underrepresented groups at WA Police. 

(c)  WA Police have been progressing initiatives to improve the application rate and successful recruitment 
of Aboriginal people across all entrance pathways.  

These initiatives include: 

• Establishing and maintaining Aboriginal employment networks. 

• Advertising employment opportunities in state and national media (electronic and press) 
specifically for Aboriginal people. 

• Encouraging applications from Aboriginal people through inclusive language in all print 
advertising. 

• Recruitment information sessions to potential Aboriginal applicants both in the metropolitan area 
and in regional Western Australia. 

• Hosting Aboriginal network forums with existing officers to seek feedback regarding Aboriginal 
recruitment and conceptualise solutions. 

• Applying the WA Public Sector Commission’s Aboriginal Employment Strategy 2011–2015 and 
the development of WA Police specific strategies. 

• Implementation of an Aboriginal Recruitment Officer position to specifically identify and address 
issues related to this area of recruiting. 

• Significant post assessment review of Aboriginal applicants to ensure the best possible opportunity 
is provided for success in the recruitment process. 

POLICE — CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY 2011–2014 

6510. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

I refer to the Western Australia Police Crime Prevention Strategy 2011–2014 and I ask: 

(a) can the Minister outline what are the diversionary activities, what support will be provided for families 
of at risk youth and what are the community programs referred to in the strategy; 

(b) does the evidence-based approach to crime referred to in the strategy extend to prospective legislation; 

(c) what is meant by ‘other emerging communities’ in the phrase ‘Culturally and Linguistically Diverse 
and other emerging communities’ in the strategy; and 

(d) what is contemplated by the expression in the strategy relating to ‘unlawful behaviour committed for 
political reasons’? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a) The WA Police Crime Prevention Strategy is predicated on the fact that counselling, support and related 
youth services are best performed by specialist State and non-Government service providers. There are 
a very large number of such services in the community, managed by trained health and welfare 
professionals. The WA Police role with respect to these services is therefore to divert or link juvenile 
offenders coming to the attention of Police to these specialists, consistent with the intent of the Young 
Offenders Act. 

(b) Crime prevention response considers a ‘continuum’ of strategies, ranging from ‘primary/ whole of 
community’ programs, through to ‘tertiary/ post event’ measures, such as offender rehabilitation. 
Legislation has the capacity to empower actions at various stages of this continuum.  

(c) ‘Emerging communities’ refers to new groups within the broader community arriving under the 
humanitarian settlement program. These groups are distinguished from other ‘CALD’ populations as 
they may have particular needs by virtue of their recency to Western Australian shores. 

(d) Pre-existing political tensions may follow new communities as they settle into Western Australia. For 
example, tensions between conflicting or neighbouring nations; or based on historical or ethnic social 
divides. WA Police has a key role in working with these communities to identify and address such 
social tensions wherever it may occur. This is also consistent with national approaches in maintaining 
social cohesion and the National Framework to Counter Violent Extremism through pro-active 
community engagement and prevention strategies. 
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THE CRIMINAL CODE AND PROSTITUTION ACT 2000 — CHARGES LAID 

6511. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

For each of the calendar years 2009, 2010 and 2011 (to date) can the Minister please advise how many charges 
police have laid under section 190 or 191 of The Criminal Code or section 14 of the Prostitution Act 2000? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

In 2009, one charge was laid by WA Police under Section190 of the Criminal Code. 

WA Police have not laid any charges under Section 191 of the Criminal Code or Section 14 of the Prostitution 
Act 2000 in the years 2009, 2010 and 2011 YTD. 

THE CRIMINAL CODE — CHARGES LAID 

6512. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

For each of the calendar years 2009, 2010 and 2011 (to date) can the Minister please advise how many charges 
police have laid under section 216 of The Criminal Code ? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

WA Police have not laid any charges under Section 216 of the Criminal Code in the years 2009, 2010 and 2011 
YTD. 

TOBACCO PRODUCTS CONTROL ACT 2006 — CHARGES LAID 

6513. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

For each of the calendar years 2009, 2010 and 2011 (to date) can the Minister please advise how many charges 
police have laid under section 107D of the Tobacco Products Control Act 2006? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

2009 — Nil 

2010 — Nil 

2011 — Nil  

POLICE — MOVE-ON NOTICES ISSUE 

6514. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

For each of the calendar years 2009, 2010 and 2011 (to date) can the Minister please advise: 

(a) how many move-on notices have been issued by Western Australia Police; and 

(b) for those same years how many prosecutions have been initiated for refusing to comply with said 
notice? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a) Number of Move-on Notices Served by WA Police between 1 January 2009 and 31 October 2011 
(inclusive): 

 2009 2010 2011 YTD 

Move on Notices Issued 20,318 23,490 16,824 

(b) Number of Charges commenced under Section 153 of the Criminal Investigation Act 2006 by WA 
Police between 1 January 2009 and 31 October 2011 (inclusive): 

 2009 2010 2011 YTD 

Charges  1,855 1,862 1,167 

Notes: 
1. Statistics are provisional and subject to revision.  
2. Statistics are based on the date the move-on notice was served.  
3. ’2011 YTD’ includes statistics between 1 January 2011 and 31 October 2011 (inclusive).  

Source: WA Police, Frontline Incident Management System (IMS)07/10/2011. 

CLANDESTINE DRUG LABORATORIES — NUMBER 

6515. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

I refer to the large number of clandestine drug labs discovered by police and I ask: 
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(a) as of 27 October 2011 how many of such labs have been found by police this calendar year; 

(b) how many were found for the 2008, 2009 and 2010 calendar years; and 

(c) for the 2008, 2009, 2010 years and for 2011 year to date how many cases of supply prohibited 
substance were laid? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a) 160 

(b) 2008     27 

2009     126 

2010    133 

(c) Number of Supplied a Prohibited Substance Charges Between 1 January 2008 and 30 September 2011  

2008   194 

2009   197 

2010   132 

2011 YTD 64 

Notes: 
• Statistics are provisional and subject to revision. 
• ‘2011 YTD’ includes the period 1 January 2011 and 30 September 2011 (inclusive). 
• Statistics contain charges for offences ‘Supplied a Prohibited Drug’ and ‘(ATT) Supplied a 

Prohibited Drug’ under Section 6(1)(c) of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1981. 

Source:  WA Police, Briefcase as at 07/10/2011. 

THE CRIMINAL CODE — PUBLIC OFFICER ASSAULT CHARGES 

6516. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

I refer to alleged offences under section 318 of the Western Australian Criminal Code and I ask for each of the 
years 2009, 2010 and 2011: 

(a) what were the total number of cases involving public officers as victims of assault which were reviewed 
by the Prosecuting Division in Perth for the years listed above; 

(b) what were the total number of cases involving public officers as victims of assault which were reviewed 
by the Prosecuting Division, Perth and where the allegation of bodily harm was not proceeded with; and 

(c) what were the total number of cases involving public officers as victims of assault which were reviewed 
by the Prosecuting Division, Perth and where the charges were not proceeded with? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 
 

 2009 2010 2011 
(a) 19 34 23 

(b) 15 14 11 
(c) 1 5 0 

POLICE — INTERNAL AFFAIRS INVESTIGATION CASES 

6517. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

(1) As at 27 October 2011, how many cases are currently being investigated by internal affairs in Western 
Australia Police? 

(2) Of that total, how many have been under investigation for more than 3 months but less than six months? 

(3) Of that total, how many have been under investigation for more than six months but less than 12 
months? 

(4) Of that total, how many have been under investigation for more than 12 months? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) 51 

(2) 19 

(3) 5 

(4) 2 
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POLICE OFFICERS — TASER MISUSE INVESTIGATION 

6518. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

As of 27 October 2011 how many cases of allegations of excessive force by police officers by way of TASER 
usage are currently under investigation by Western Australia Police or other agencies? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

There are three matters currently under investigation by Western Australia Police. The WA Police cannot 
provide information about allegations that may be under investigation by other agencies. 

POLICE — CRIME INVESTIGATION IN COTTESLOE 

6522. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

What special strategies, if any, are Western Australia Police putting in place to combat the escalation of crime 
committed on small businesses in Cottesloe? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

Background: 

From 1 January to 4 November 2011 19 burglary offences were committed in the Station Street/Stirling Street 
Cottesloe area, nine of which were cleared by offenders being charged (47%). 

In late July 2011 five burglaries were committed in a two week period in the Station Street and Napoleon Street 
Cottesloe business area and in late September a smaller spike of three burglaries were committed in the same 
area. A number of strategies were implemented and since that time, the incidence of crime in the area has 
decreased. (Burglaries year to date 2011 in Cottesloe have decreased 8.3% compared to previous YTD). 

Strategies: 

Prevention 

At the time of the noted increase a number of proactive patrols were conducted by officers in plain and marked 
police vehicles in the affected area. 

Public awareness campaign through local media involving Central Metro District Crime Team and Central 
Metro Crime Prevention. 

To ensure on-going attention and crime reduction, the Officer in Charge of Cottesloe Police has supported a 
Community Engagement funding application for $15,000 (signed by OIC Cottesloe 03/11/2011) to install CCTV 
equipment to cover both streets (supported by additional funding from the Town of Cottesloe. 

Business owners are encouraged to attend the Town of Cottesloe Community Safety Crime Prevention meetings 
so that their concerns are recorded for the benefit of the whole of government approach to crime prevention.  

Enforcement 

Operation Liege (managed by Central District Crime Team and run between June 2011 and August 2011) 
focused on burglaries in and around the Cottesloe area. The focus of the operation was on offenders targeting 
‘top end’ fashion businesses within the Cottesloe shopping precinct. The property stolen from these stores was 
distributed through an organised crime network operating in the Northern suburbs. The operation resulted in the 
apprehension of a significant offender who was charged with burglary offences directly related to the Cottesloe 
shopping precinct. 

WAYNE GREGSON — PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT 

6523. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Emergency Services 

Has the Acting Chief Executive Officer for the Fire and Emergency Services Authority, Mr Wayne Gregson, 
completed a performance agreement with the Public Sector Commissioner and has the Minister signed off on 
that agreement? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

The FESA Chief Executive Officer has completed a performance agreement which has been signed by the FESA 
Board Chair and the Minister for Emergency Services. 

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES — APPLIANCE REPLACEMENT SCHEDULE 

6524. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Emergency Services 

Can the Minister list the appliance replacement schedule for the State Emergency Service, Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Service, and Bush Fire Brigades for 2011–2012? 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

As at the 16 November 2011, appliances approved for replacement in the 2011–2012 budget process consists of: 

• State Emergency Service — 22 vehicle, trailer and flood boat projects; 

• Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service — 17 appliances; and  

• Bush Fire Brigades — 50 appliances. 

Procurement, including manufacture, commissioning and delivery of these projects is scheduled to occur during 
2011/12 and 2012/13. 

MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES — FUNCTIONS ATTENDED 

6525. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Emergency Services 

The 2010–11 Fire and Emergency Services Authority annual report lists that the Minister attended 25 functions 
in 2010–2011 and 22 in 2009–2010 and I ask: 

(a) can the Minister please provide a list of those functions; and 

(b) can the Minister advise at which of those functions, if any, did he have formal discussions with 
members of the FESA Board? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a) 2009–2010 
Volunteer Employer Recognition Program (VERP) Awards 
Metropolitan Volunteer Sea Rescue Group Awards Dinner 
FireFighter Graduation Ceremony — Trainee FireFighter School 66 
FESA Senior Management Forum 
Volunteer Marine Rescue WA Annual Conference 
StateAlert — Live Trial 
Bush Fire Forum 
Bushfire Summit 2009 
Opening of the Fire and Emergency Services Education and Heritage Centre 
Opening — Merredin Volunteer Fire and Rescue Station 
Australian Safer Communities Awards Ceremony 
Official opening — Augusta Volunteer Sea Search and Rescue group storage facility and dedication of 
new rescue vessel 
Emergency Services Cadet Corps Annual Awards 2009 
FireFighting Awards 2009 
2009 Volunteer Emergency Service Awards 
2009 SES Awards 
FESA Board Dinner 2009 
WA Emergency Services Diligent Service Medal and Clasp Presentation 
WA Volunteer Fire and Rescue Services Association State Junior Championships 
WA Volunteer Fire and Rescue Services Association 107 Annual State Easter Championships 
Shire of Toodyay — Annual Freedom of Entry Parade and Thank You Lunch 
Storm Awareness Week 

2010–2011 
Opening of the Kununurra Collocated Facility 
Opening of the Derby Collocated Facility  
Opening of Extensions to Fitzroy Crossing VES 
2010 Bush Fire Forum 
FireFighter Graduation Ceremony — Trainee FireFighter School 67 
Career National Medal and Clasp Presentation 
Official Launch of the Shark Bay New Dedicated Rescue Vessel the “Tamala Rose” 
Volunteer National Medal and Clasp Presentation 
Official opening of Ellenbrook Fire and Rescue Service (Career) Station 
Ministerial Visit to Kalgoorlie and presentation of Volunteer Employer Recognition Program Awards  
2010 Australian Safer Communities Awards Ceremony 
Premier and Minister’s Karratha Visit and Presentation of FESA Volunteer Employer Recognition 
Program (VERP) Awards and National Medals  
WA Seasonal Outlook — 2010–11 Cyclone and Bushfire Season 
Official Launch of the Bullsbrook Volunteer Fire Service Brigade 
State Emergency Service Awards 2010 
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FESA Board Dinner 2010 
2010 WA Volunteer Fire and Rescue Services (VFRS) Association State Junior Championships 
Work Begins on New Headquarters for Swan State Emergency Service 
FireFighter Graduation Ceremony — Trainee FireFighter School 68 
Mandurah State Emergency Services Medal Presentation 
WA Volunteer Fire and Rescue Services Association 108th Annual State Easter Championships 
Mundaring Volunteer Fire and Rescue 15th Anniversary Celebration  
Denmark SES Unit Visit 
Opening of Collocated facility in Esperance 
Career National Medal presentation 

(b) It is not possible to answer this question with any accuracy as discussions occurred at many events.   

WARWICK SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL — OFFSITE SPORTING EVENTS TRANSPORT 

6526. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Education 

(1) Given that Warwick Senior High School has a specialist sports program but no school bus to take 
students to off-site sporting events, what measures is the Minister’s department putting in place to assist 
the school in being able to defray the substantial costs and expense associated with bus hire? 

(2) Is consideration being given to providing the school with a bus, and if not, why not? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) All schools may seek Departmental approval to lease or buy a bus for operational purposes. Approval to 
lease or buy buses is subject to the preparation of a justification statement and endorsement from the 
Regional Executive Director. 

The North Metropolitan Regional Office is assisting the principal of Warwick Senior High School with 
the preparation of a justification statement that will comply with vehicle leasing or purchasing and the 
WA Government Fleet Policy and Guidelines; Road Traffic (Vehicle Standards) Regulations 2002 
(WA) and the Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985 (WA). 

(2) The Department of Education does not directly fund the purchase, leasing or maintenance costs of 
school buses. The decision to obtain a school bus is a matter for individual school communities.  

TOODYAY FIRE — MAJOR INCIDENT REVIEW 

6527. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Emergency Services 

Can the Minister outline the state of progress for each of the recommendations made in the Toodyay Fire Major 
Incident Review? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

The Toodyay Fire Major Incident Review report, released in September 2010, outlines a set of 13 
recommendations to improve the agency’s performance. FESA has completed eleven (11) of these 
recommendations, whilst the finalisations of the other two (2) recommendations (set out below) are still in 
progress.  

[See paper 4331.] 

POLICE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES — EVACUATION MANAGEMENT 

6528. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Emergency Services 

(1) At what stage are draft protocols between Western Australia Police and the Fire and Emergency 
Services Authority on evacuation management? 

(2) If finalized, what are the main changes from last fire season which will be implemented henceforth? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) FESA and WA Police are developing a standard form to assist in promulgating the directions of an 
Authorised Person to Police. This will ensure Police are aware of the precise request they are being 
asked to enforce or advise the public of and under what legislative authority the request is being made. 

(2) The use of the proposed form will provide police with details of the controlling agencies requirements 
for the control and movement of people during an incident to ensure they have a clear understanding of 
the request requirements and under what legislative authority they are performing these tasks. 
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FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY — PERSONNEL TRAINING 

6530. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Emergency Services 

(1) Can the Minister provide a list of all training for Fire and Emergency Services Authority (FESA) 
personnel and volunteers for the next twelve months? 

(2) Can the Minister also advise why training levels for FESA staff and volunteers has been grossly 
inadequate and what remedial steps, if any, are being taken to address this issue? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) Training scheduled for FESA personnel and volunteers in 2012 continues to include core training for 
career fire fighters, specialised training for volunteers and professional development and training 
programs for FESA personnel to expand upon key organisational skills as well as management and 
leadership programs which underpin corporate initiatives and are in line with government direction.  

(2) Training is available to all FESA staff and volunteers and is a key element in supporting FESA 
operational response. In recognition of the need to expand FESA’s training capacity, an additional 
16 FTE (including the establishment of two Regional Training Coordinators in the South West and 
Lower South West) was approved in recent budget processes to increase operational training capability.  

BUTLER FIRE STATION — IMPROVEMENTS 

6533. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Emergency Services 

Can the Minister advise whether improvements to the Butler Country Fire and Rescue Service fire station are 
imminent; and 

(a) if so, when; and 

(b) if not why not? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a) FESA is in the process of finalising a Memorandum of Understanding with the PTA to secure tenure of 
two years on the site, with a proviso of a 12 month notice period.  

(b) Not applicable. 

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY — RESOURCING LEVELS 

6534. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Emergency Services 

What formula does the Fire and Emergency Services Authority use to determine the appropriate minimum 
resourcing levels, location and appliance types for the career fire rescue service in Western Australia? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

FESA’s Strategic Resource Planning Framework and Infrastructure and Fleet Planning Implementation Guide, 
developed in 2009, are used to review appropriate resourcing levels and locations for the Career Fire and Rescue 
Service (CFRS) within WA.  

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY — RESOURCING LEVELS 

6535. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Emergency Services 

What formula does the Fire and Emergency Services Authority use to determine the appropriate minimum 
resourcing levels and appliance types for bush fire brigades and the State Emergency Service? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

FESA uses a Resource to Risk (R2R) process to determine the minimum appropriate level of resourcing and 
appliance types for the Bush Fire Service (BFS) and State Emergency Services (SES).  

ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES — EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT 

6536. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Emergency Services 

In 2010–2011 which Aboriginal communities received equipment under the Emergency Services Levy or 
training? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

The Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia (FESA) advises that no Aboriginal 
communities received equipment or training under the Emergency Services Levy (ESL) Grants funding in 2010–
2011. 
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SPEEDING FINES — DRIVER IDENTIFICATION 

6537. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

(1) How many people challenged their speeding fines in the 2010–2011 financial year by claiming they 
were not driving at the time and did not know who was?  

(2) How many speeding fines were waived in 2010–2011 because police could not identify the driver? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) The Image & Infringement Processing System (IIPS) database does not capture specific statistics for the 
requested information. However staff at Infringement Management and Operations conducted 29,587 
investigations during this period where a component of the investigation was to identify the driver.  

(2) 1,117 Infringements were withdrawn during this period because the driver could not be identified.  

POLICE — ROADSIDE DRUG TESTS 

6538. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Police 

(1) How many Western Australian motorists were given roadside drug tests in the 2010–2011 financial 
year? 

(2) How many of those motorists tested positive for drugs during their initial roadside saliva test; and 

(a) can the Minister please break this down by each different drug:  
MDMA/THC/Methamphetamine? 

(3) How many of those motorists who tested positive in their initial roadside test were then found to have a 
negative result for illicit drugs upon the completion of the subsequent saliva tests? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) 8423  

(2) 456 

(a) The results of the roadside drug screen have only been recorded on the Cozart Return 
spreadsheet from June 2011. The roadside drug screen (and the Cozart test) will only identify 
THC or “XTC”, which could be either or both Meth and MDMA. 

(3) Of the 456 Cozart tests conducted, 66 were Negative outcomes. 

POLICE — MISUSE OF DRUGS SEARCH WARRANTS 

6539. Mr C.J. Tallentire to the Minister for Police 

(1) In Western Australia, how many misuse of drugs search warrants have been executed in the financial 
year: 

(a) 2010–2011; 

(b) 2009–2010; 

(c) 2008–2009; and 

(d) 2007–2008? 

(2) In the suburbs of Gosnells, Thornlie and Huntingdale, how many misuse of drugs search warrants have 
been executed in the financial year: 

(a) 2010–2011; 

(b) 2009–2010; 

(c) 2008–2009; and 

(d) 2007–2008? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1) Number of Misuse of Drugs search warrants executed in WA by financial year. 
 

 Financial Year Executed Search Warrants 
(a) 2010–11 1,504 
(b) 2009–10 2,005 
(c) 2008–09 1,671 
(d) 2007–08 1,386 
 Total 6566 
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(2) Number of Misuse of Drugs search warrants executed in the suburbs of Gosnells, Huntingdale and 
Thornlie by financial year. 

 

 Financial Year Suburb Executed 
  Gosnells Huntingdale Thornlie Total 
(a) 2010–11 23 5 11 39 
(b) 2009–10 15 15 11 41 
(c) 2008–09 20 6 9 35 
(d) 2007–08 18 5 14 37 
 Total 76 31 45 152 

Notes: 
1. Statistics are provisional and subject to revision. 
2. Statistics are based on the date the search warrant was executed by WA Police. 

Source:  WA Police, Frontline Incident Management System (IMS) 02/11/2011. 

BUILDING MANAGEMENT AND WORKS — REGIONAL PROGRAMS CONFERENCE 

6541. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance 

I refer to Building Management and Works’ Regional Programs Conference being held at the Novotel Vines 
Resort in December and ask: 

(a) what is the expected total cost of the two-day event; 

(b) how many people are attending; 

(c) how many of those attending are being accommodated at the Resort; 

(d) what is the purpose of the conference; 

(e) are non-public sector or non-government staff attending; 

(f) if yes to (e), how many non-public sector or non-government staff are attending; 

(g) if yes to (e), from which organisation or company are these people attending; and 

(h) will the Minister table an agenda or programme of events for the two-day event and if not, why not? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

(a) $45,568 

(b) Between 65 and 70 people depending on work commitments. 

(c) All are being accommodated at the Resort. 

(d) The focus is on developing teams and operational strategies, including: 

• providing regional staff with an opportunity to improve the delivery of services in the regions 

• challenging regional staff to identify ways of improving teamwork in the regions. 

• presenting the results of the recent BMW Employee Opinion Survey and to develop strategies to 
improve the workplace 

(e) No 

(f)–(g) Not applicable 

(h) [See paper 4353.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS FUND MANAGEMENT 

6547. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance; Commerce; Small Business 

I refer to the employment or engagement of officers associated with the monitoring, development or 
administration of Royalties for Regions funds within agencies within the Minister’s portfolio of responsibilities, 
and I ask:  

(a) since 23 September 2008 has any agency within the Minister’s portfolio of responsibilities employed an 
officer with responsibilities in relation to the Government’s Royalties for Regions programme; 

(b) if yes to (a), what is the name of the agency; 

(c) if yes to (a), how many officers; 
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(d) if yes to (a), what is the title of each of the officers; and 

(e) if yes to (a), what is the level and salary of each of the officers? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

Department of Commerce 

(a) Yes 

(b) The Department of Commerce, Labour Relations Division. 

(c) One 

(d) Labour Relations Adviser. 

(e) Public Service and Government Officers General Agreement, Level 5 — $72,663 — $80,308. 

Department of Finance 

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Department of the Registrar, Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission 

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Small Business Development Corporation 

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

WorkCover WA 

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS FUND MANAGEMENT 

6548. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

I refer to the employment or engagement of officers associated with the monitoring, development or 
administration of Royalties for Regions funds within agencies within the Minister’s portfolio of responsibilities, 
and I ask:  

(a) since 23 September 2008 has any agency within the Minister’s portfolio of responsibilities employed an 
officer with responsibilities in relation to the Government’s Royalties for Regions programme; 

(b) if yes to (a), what is the name of the agency; 

(c) if yes to (a), how many officers; 

(d) if yes to (a), what is the title of each of the officers; and 

(e) if yes to (a), what is the level and salary of each of the officers? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia (FESA): 

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Office of Road Safety: 

(a)–(e) The Office of Road Safety is administratively supported as part of Main Roads WA and as such the 
response will be included in the MRWA response under the Minister for Transport. 

Western Australia Police 

(a) There are 15 officers employed or engaged to deliver the Community Safety Network project within the 
Royalties for Regions Program. 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS FUND MANAGEMENT 

6551. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development; Indigenous Affairs 

I refer to the employment or engagement of officers associated with the monitoring, development or 
administration of Royalties for Regions funds within agencies within the Minister’s portfolio of responsibilities, 
and I ask:  

(a) since 23 September 2008 has any agency within the Minister’s portfolio of responsibilities employed an 
officer with responsibilities in relation to the Government’s Royalties for Regions programme; 

(b) if yes to (a), what is the name of the agency; 

(c) if yes to (a), how many officers; 

(d) if yes to (a), what is the title of each of the officers; and 

(e) if yes to (a), what is the level and salary of each of the officers? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Office of Energy 

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Independent Market Operator 

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

This response includes all State Training Providers. 

Department of Education Services 

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Construction and Training Fund  

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS FUND MANAGEMENT 

6552. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Transport; Housing 

I refer to the employment or engagement of officers associated with the monitoring, development or 
administration of Royalties for Regions funds within agencies within the Minister’s portfolio of responsibilities, 
and I ask:  

(a) since 23 September 2008 has any agency within the Minister’s portfolio of responsibilities employed an 
officer with responsibilities in relation to the Government’s Royalties for Regions programme; 

(b) if yes to (a), what is the name of the agency; 

(c) if yes to (a), how many officers; 

(d) if yes to (a), what is the title of each of the officers; and 

(e) if yes to (a), what is the level and salary of each of the officers? 
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS FUND MANAGEMENT 

6554. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural 
Interests 

I refer to the employment or engagement of officers associated with the monitoring, development or 
administration of Royalties for Regions funds within agencies within the Minister’s portfolio of responsibilities, 
and I ask:  

(a) since 23 September 2008 has any agency within the Minister’s portfolio of responsibilities employed an 
officer with responsibilities in relation to the Government’s Royalties for Regions programme; 

(b) if yes to (a), what is the name of the agency; 

(c) if yes to (a), how many officers; 

(d) if yes to (a), what is the title of each of the officers; and 

(e) if yes to (a), what is the level and salary of each of the officers? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

The following answer refers to the period from 23 September 2008 to 1 November 2011.  

Heritage Council of Western Australia, National Trust of Australia (Western Australia) and Metropolitan 
Cemeteries Board  

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Department of Local Government including the Office of Multicultural Interests 

(a) Yes 

(b) Department of Local Government 

(c)–(e) From July 2009 to April 2010, the Department of Local Government employed a Senior Grants Officer, 
Level 6, to manage Royalties for Regions (R4R) funds. That position was then transferred to the 
Department of Regional Development and Lands. Since then, the Department has not employed any 
officers with sole responsibility for monitoring, development or administration of R4R funds. However, 
the following officers have managed R4R funds as part of their broader operational responsibilities, 
which include administration of State Consolidated funds and grant funding from the Commonwealth 
Government’s Local Government Reform Fund. 

 

Quantity Position Title Level Current Salary 
1 Manager Grants Administration 8 121,719 
1 Manager Finance 7 105,974 
2 Senior Grants Officer 5 80,308 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS FUND MANAGEMENT 

6557. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

I refer to the employment or engagement of officers associated with the monitoring, development or 
administration of Royalties for Regions funds within agencies within the Minister’s portfolio of responsibilities, 
and I ask:  

(a) since 23 September 2008 has any agency within the Minister’s portfolio of responsibilities employed an 
officer with responsibilities in relation to the Government’s Royalties for Regions programme; 

(b) if yes to (a), what is the name of the agency; 

(c) if yes to (a), how many officers; 

(d) if yes to (a), what is the title of each of the officers; and 

(e) if yes to (a), what is the level and salary of each of the officers? 
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Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Mental Health Commission; Drug and Alcohol Office; Disability Services Commission 

(a) No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

PUBLIC HOUSING — MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AUDIT 

6559. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Housing 

(1) Could the Minister advise when he will release the independent audit conducted by KPMG into 
Department of Housing management systems following the death of Mr Robert Roll? 

(2) What is the anticipated final cost of the audit? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(1)–(2) The Minister has already tabled the report in question. 

EDUCATION — STUDENTS AT RISK OF DISENGAGEMENT 

6568. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Minister for Education 

(1) What special programs are offered on a state-wide basis for 13 and 14 year old students who are 
disengaged or at risk of becoming disengaged from education? 

(2) If no state-wide programs are offered, why not? 

(3) For each program, how many students participated in the program in each of 2010 and 2011? 

(4) For each education region: 

(a) what special programs are offered for 13 and 14 year old students who are disengaged or at 
risk of becoming disengaged from education; 

(b) for each program, how many students participated in the program in each of 2010 and 2011; 

(c) for each program, what schools within the region offers the program; and 

(d) if no programs are offered, why not? 

(5) What special programs are offered at specific schools for 13 and 14 year old students who are 
disengaged or at risk of becoming disengaged from education? 

(6) For each school that offers programs: 

(a) what is the name of the school; 

(b) what programs are offered; and 

(c) for each program, how many students participated in the program in each of 2010 and 2011? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1)–(6)  There are no special programs offered on a state-wide basis for 13 and 14 year old students who are 
disengaged or at risk of becoming disengaged from education. 

Instead funds are provided to schools through their school grant. In addition, some schools receive 
special purpose funding which principals may utilise to meet the needs of 13 and 14 year old students, 
as well as students of other ages, at risk of becoming disengaged. 

For example, some schools receive a Behaviour Management allocation within their School Support 
Programs Resource Allocation funding. This is allocated based on the school’s socio-economic index.  

Other program funding allocated by regions includes: 

• Behaviour Management in Schools 

• Challenging Behaviour 

• Retention and Participation 

• Aboriginal Attendance Program 

• Substance Abuse Program and District Aboriginal Programs. 

This funding is allocated on a case by case basis and reflects that the educational needs of secondary 
school students vary. The extent of disengagement is not uniform across the state and programs need to 
be tailored to meet individual circumstances.  
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WA INSTITUTE FOR DEAF EDUCATION — COTTESLOE BUILDING SITE 

6570. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Minister for Education 

I refer to the building at 55 Curtin Avenue, Cottesloe, which houses the Western Australia Institute for Deaf 
Education (WAIDE), which will be moving to the Padbury Senior High School site and I ask: 

(a) when will WAIDE be relocating from the Cottesloe property; 

(b) when WAIDE relocates, will the building then be vacant or will some services remain and if so, what 
services; 

(c) if the building becomes vacant, what are the Government’s plans for the vacant building; 

(d) will the Minister undertake to make it available to the deaf community and if not, why not; 

(e) will the Minister undertake to make the building available to the general public and if not, why not; 

(f) has the Government had the property valued and if so, will the Minister undertake to table that 
valuation as soon as possible, and if not, why not; and 

(g) if the property has not been valued, will the Minister undertake to table the valuation when it is, and if 
not, why not? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

I am advised by the Department of Education as follows: 

The property is located at 53 not 55 Curtin Avenue. 

(a) Based on current information, it is anticipated that the Western Australian Institute for Deaf Education 
(WAIDE) will be relocated in late 2012. 

(b) It is proposed that all Department of Education services at 53 Curtin Avenue will be relocated to 
Padbury. 

(c)–(e)  The future of the building is yet to be considered by the Department of Education. 

(f) A valuation of the entire site has not been undertaken. 

(g) There are no current plans to have the property valued as the valuation will depend largely on the use to 
which it can be put and the costs of any required building works. 

EDUCATION SUPPORT CENTRES 

6571. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Minister for Education 

(1) How many Education Support Centres are there in Western Australia and for each: 

(a) what is the name of the Centre; 

(b) is the Centre located within a Secondary or Primary School and if so, what school; and 

(c) for those Centres not located on the site of an existing Primary or Secondary school, what is its 
location and what school does it partner with? 

(2) For each Education Support Centre listed in (1): 

(a) when was the Education Support Centre established; 

(b) is the Centre an Independent Public School; 

(c) what is the level of the Principal; 

(d) how many FTE teachers and headcount of teachers are employed; 

(e) how many FTE teacher assistants and headcount of teacher assistants are employed; 

(f) how many other staff (FTE and headcount) are employed and what is the job title for each of 
these extra staff; 

(g) how many students are enrolled in the Education Support Centre; 

(h) what is the total annual operating budget for the Education Support Centre; and 

(i) does the figure given in (h) include the cost of employing all staff, and if not, what is the total 
cost of employing all staff at the Centre? 

(3) What staffing criteria or formula is used for Education Support Centres to determine: 

(a) the number of teachers employed; 
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(b) the number of teacher assistants employed; and 

(c) the number of other staff employed? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1)–(2)  [See paper 4343.] 

(3) (a)  Education Support Centres receive a base allocation of 1.5 teachers. In addition to this they 
receive a per student capita teacher allocation which is determined by the student year level, 
school socio economic status (SEI), level of educational need of the student and special 
programs. 

The level of educational need is on a scale of 1 to 5 (EN1 to EN5). The Education Support 
Centre submits an on-line checklist outlining the teaching and learning adjustments made for 
each student to allow them to access the curriculum. The degree of adjustments, disability type 
and age of the student are key factors in determining the level of educational need.  

(b)  Education Support Centres are allocated Education Assistant FTE through the Schools Plus 
program. Resources are allocated based on each student’s need for assistance in managing their 
disability. This information is submitted by the school in an online checklist.  

(c)  Other staff may include school officers, library officers, registrars, technical officers or 
swimming instructors. The allocation of other staff to Education Support Centres is based on 
the centre location, size, facilities, number of students, and level of educational need of each 
student.  

EDUCATION SUPPORT CENTRES 

6573. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Minister for Education 

(1) How many Education Support Units at Government schools are there in Western Australia and at what 
schools are they located? 

(2) For each Education Support Unit listed in (1): 

(a) when was the Education Support Unit established; 

(b) how many FTE teachers and headcount of teachers are employed; 

(c) how many FTE teacher assistants and headcount of teacher assistants are employed;  

(d) how many other staff (FTE and headcount) are employed and what is the job title for each of 
these extra staff; 

(e) how many students are there in the Education Support Unit; 

(f) what is the operating budget for the Education Support Unit; 

(g) what funding is allocated to the school’s budget for the operation of the Education Support 
Unit; and 

(h) if the Unit is within an Independent Public School, does the Department require that the Unit’s 
operating budget be quarantined within the school’s one-line budget and if not, what provision 
is made to ensure the Unit’s operating budget is not decreased? 

(3) What staffing criteria or formula is used for Education Support Units to determine: 

(a) the number of teachers employed; 

(b) the number of teacher assistants employed; and 

(c) the number of other staff employed? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) There are no government schools with an Education Support Unit. 

In the past, Education Support Units for students with disability were located in selected primary and 
secondary schools. These Education Support Units ceased in 2006.  

Some primary and secondary schools have decided to establish a discrete class of students with 
disability and opted to call these an education support unit. The Department does not maintain a central 
record of these local school arrangements. 

(2)–(3)  Not applicable. 
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TEACHERS — ENTERPRISE BARGAINING AGREEMENT NEGOTIATIONS 

6574. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Minister for Education 

I refer to government advertising and the communications campaign associated with the current teachers’ 
Enterprise Bargaining Agreement negotiations, and I ask: 

(a) what is the total amount budgeted for advertising in this matter; 

(b) how much of the budget referred to in (a) above has been spent to date; 

(c) for the total budget referred to in (a), and for the amount spent to date referred to in (b), what is the 
amount budgeted for: 

(i) newspaper and magazine advertising; 

(ii) television advertising; 

(iii) radio advertising; and 

(iv) web-based advertising, including Facebook and other social media websites; 

(d) for each of the media outlets referred to in (c): 

(i) what are the publications, stations or sites to be used for advertising; 

(ii) how much has been budgeted for each publication, station or site; 

(iii) how much has been spent to date for each publication, station or site; and 

(e) how many FTE in departmental staff time have been allocated to the administration of the advertising 
and communication (including maintaining the Department’s relevant web pages) of the Government’s 
campaign in relation to the teachers’ Enterprise Bargaining Agreement negotiations? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(a)–(e)  There has been no Government advertising and communications campaign associated with the current 
teachers’ Enterprise Bargaining Agreement negotiations. 

The Department of Education has on occasions used its internal Ed-e-Mail system and Facebook to 
keep its employees advised about progress of negotiations. 

EDUCATION SUPPORT FACILITIES — BUTLER AND BALDIVIS 

6575. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Minister for Education 

I refer to construction of education support facilities at the new Butler Senior High School and Baldivis Senior 
High School, and I ask: 

(a) how much of the total construction budget is allocated for each of the education support facilities; 

(b) what rooms or buildings comprise the education support facilities; 

(c) how many students are expected to be catered for in each of the new education support facilities and in 
how many classes; 

(d) will the new education support facilities be Education Support Centres and if so, what will be the 
staffing allocation for each; and 

(e) if no to (d), will the new facilities be Education Support Units and if so, what will be the staffing 
allocation for each? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(a) The estimated total cost of education support facilities at Butler Senior High School is $8.21 million. 

As the education support facilities at Baldivis Senior High School are incorporated into the fabric of the 
total project and do not provide separate high level specialist facilities, it is not possible to disaggregate 
costs. The estimated cost of Baldivis Senior High School is $44 million.  

(b) Butler Senior High School will be provided with a learning community for students with disability and 
high support needs. This learning community will include various teaching and learning spaces, staff 
areas, a physio-gym facility, hydrotherapy pool and associated support and storage facilities. In 
addition, another block of general learning areas will have an additional classroom that may be used by 
students with disability. The school is fully accessible and has universal access toilets throughout.  

It is not planned to provide high level specialist facilities at Baldivis Senior High School. Like all new 
secondary schools, each block of general learning areas will have an additional classroom that may be 
used by students with disability.  
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(c) Butler Senior High School is designed to accommodate up to 70 students with disability, including 
those with high support needs, in the total population of over 1 200 students. Decisions about the 
number and organisation of classes will be made by the school. 

The exact number of students with disability enrolling at Baldivis Senior High School will depend upon 
the number of students with disability living within the school catchment area choosing to enrol at the 
school. Decisions about the number and organisation of classes will be made by the school. 

(d) Butler Senior High School will not be a stand-alone education support centre. It will be a regular senior 
high school that includes the high level specialist facilities equivalent to those found in education 
support schools. The exact nature of the staffing profile will be determined by the number and needs of 
the students enrolled in the school. Appropriately qualified staff, teachers and education assistants will 
be appointed to the school to meet the needs of the students. 

Baldivis Senior High School will not be a stand-alone education support centre. It will be a regular 
senior high school and the exact nature of the staffing profile will be determined by the number and 
needs of the students enrolled in the school. 

(e) Neither Butler nor Baldivis will be education support units as the Department no longer has designated 
education support units.  

EDUCATION SUPPORT CENTRES — ROSEWORTH 

6576. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Minister for Education 

I refer to the new Roseworth Education Support Centre, co-located with Roseworth Primary School, and I ask: 

(a) how much of the final construction cost for the Roseworth campus was used to construct the Education 
Support Centre; 

(b) what rooms or buildings comprise the Education Support Centre; and 

(c) what facilities are shared between the Primary School and the Centre? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(a) Roseworth Primary School is a fully inclusive school and as such Roseworth Education Support Centre 
has facilities that are integrated across the school site. There is a group of consolidated facilities that are 
for the exclusive use of the Education Support Centre. These costs are estimated at $675 000. 

(b) The consolidated Education Support Centre facilities include two classrooms, life skills room with 
kitchen and laundry, staff office, specialists’ office, storeroom and reprographics room, a low stimulus 
room, universal access bathroom and play area. A further two classrooms with associated storage are 
located within the primary school teaching blocks.  

(c) As a fully inclusive school, students with special needs are integrated into the primary school’s 
program. The schools share the library, music room, art room, covered assembly area, play areas, dental 
therapy centre, interview rooms and staff room. Each teaching block has a universal access toilet. This 
is the standard for all primary schools. The Education Support Centre principal and registrar have 
offices in the main administration block. 

SCHOOL CLEANERS 

6577. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Minister for Education 

(1) How many school cleaners were employed by the Department of Education in Western Australian 
government schools in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 and year to date 2011? 

(2) How many privately contracted school cleaners were employed in Western Australian government 
Schools in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 and year to date 2011? 

(3) What are the names of the schools where privately contracted school cleaners are employed? 

(4) What is the average cost to employ one FTE school cleaner? 

(5) What criteria or formula is used to determine the FTE complement of school cleaners for a school? 

(6) When was the current formula or criteria established and what was the formula or criteria prior to that 
date? 

(7) If the current formula or criteria for determining FTE complement of cleaners is not based on student 
numbers, what is the average number of students per one FTE of cleaners? 

(8) Are cleaning supplies and equipment funded through the school grant or is a specific allocation made to 
each school? 
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(9) Are cleaning supplies and equipment funded through the school grant if the school uses privately 
contracted cleaners and if not, who funds the supplies and equipment for privately contracted cleaners? 

(10) If a specific allocation is made to each school for cleaning supplies and equipment, do Independent 
Public Schools fund cleaning supplies and equipment through their one-line budget, or do they also 
receive a specific allocation for cleaning supplies and equipment? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) The number of cleaners employed permanently or temporarily in full time, part time or casual capacity 
in 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 was 3 502, 3 892, 3 662 and 3 784 respectively. The year-to-date figure 
in 2011 is 3 743. 

(2) It is Departmental policy to employ day labour cleaners in schools except where a school can 
demonstrate that all practical attempts to secure day labour cleaners have failed. 

The Department does not require the contractor to disclose the number of cleaners employed. 

(3) Cassia Primary School, Port Hedland Primary School, Tambrey Primary School,  

Millars Well Primary School, Pegs Creek Primary School, Karratha Primary School, Karratha Senior 
High School, Roebourne District High School, Derby District High School, Halls Creek District High 
School and Rottnest Island Campus of Beaconsfield Primary School. 

(4) The average cost of employing a school cleaner is $52 276, inclusive of on-costs. 

(5) The cleaning formula for determining the school cleaning FTE is based on 300 square metres of floor 
space per cleaner per hour for internal cleaning. For external areas, such as verandahs and covered 
walkways, the formula uses a productivity level of 1 200 square metres per cleaner per hour. Loadings 
of up to 20% may also be applied for different types of floor coverings and to areas such as ablution 
blocks, shower areas and early childhood centres. 

(6) Whilst the original cleaning formula was developed prior to 1976, the exact date is not known. In 1980, 
the cleaning formula was reviewed as a joint exercise between the Department of Education and the 
then Miscellaneous Workers’ Union. The cleaning formula has always been based on a square metre 
area per hour, per cleaner however, the productivity level has changed over time. 

(7) There is no direct relationship between student numbers and school cleaners. However the ratio 
between students and cleaner FTE is around 160:1.  

(8),(10)  All public schools are provided with funds for cleaning supplies and equipment by a specific allocation 
through the school grant, or the one-line budget in the case of Independent Public Schools. 

(9) Equipment and materials used in privately contract-cleaned schools are supplied by the contractor or by 
the school, depending on specific circumstances, such as the length of the cleaning contract. In 
emergency situations, the school’s chemicals and equipment are generally made available to the 
contractor. 

SCHOOL GARDENERS 

6578. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Minister for Education 

(1) How many school gardeners were employed by the Department of Education in Western Australian 
government schools in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 and year to date 2011? 

(2) How many privately contracted school gardeners were employed in Western Australian government 
Schools in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 and year to date 2011? 

(3) What are the names of the schools where privately contracted school gardeners are employed? 

(4) What is the average cost to employ one FTE school gardener? 

(5) What criteria or formula is used to determine the FTE complement of school gardeners for a school? 

(6) When was the current formula or criteria established and what was the formula or criteria prior to that 
date? 

(7) If the current formula or criteria for determining FTE complement of gardeners is not based on student 
numbers, what is the average number of students per one FTE of gardeners? 

(8) Are gardening supplies and equipment funded through the school grant or is a specific allocation made 
to each school? 

(9) Are gardening supplies and equipment funded through the school grant if the school uses privately 
contracted gardeners and if not, who funds the supplies and equipment for privately contracted 
gardeners? 
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(10) If a specific allocation is made to each school for gardening supplies and equipment, do Independent 
Public Schools fund gardening supplies and equipment through their one-line budget, or do they also 
receive a specific allocation for gardening supplies and equipment? 

(11) Is all lawn mowing of school grounds contracted to private lawn-mowing contractors and if not, what 
schools use their school gardener to mow the school lawns? 

(12) For schools using contracted lawn mowing, is the contractor paid using school funds, region funds or 
central Department funds? 

(13) For schools using their school gardener to mow school lawns, does the gardener receive extra time to 
undertake this task, or is it done within the FTE allocation to the school, as calculated by the formula or 
criteria detailed in (5)? 

(14) For schools using their school gardener to mow school lawns using extra time, who funds the extra FTE 
for this task? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) The total number of gardeners employed permanently or temporarily in full-time, part-time or a casual 
capacity in 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 were 1 091, 1 167, 1 098 and 1 155 respectively. The year-to-
date figure for 2011 is 1 103. 

(2) It is Departmental policy to employ day labour school gardeners in schools except where a school can 
demonstrate that all practical attempts to secure a day labour school gardener have failed. 

It has only been since late 2010 that the Department of Education has needed to use gardening 
contractors to maintain the grounds at several schools in the Pilbara. 

The Department does not require the contractor to disclose the number of gardeners employed. 

(3) Pegs Creek Primary School, Tambrey Primary School, Millars Well Primary School.  

(4) The average cost for employing a school gardener is $50 900 per FTE, inclusive of on-costs. 

(5) The current Gardening Staffing Formula was developed in 1991 to determine the allocation of 
gardening time at schools using a common, consistent and relevant set of criteria. The basis of the 
formula is the allocation of time to undertake the major tasks required of a school gardener, plus a 
component to accommodate minor and infrequent tasks. 

(6) Prior to the introduction of this formula in 1991, staffing levels were determined on an ad hoc basis by a 
Gardening Advisor. 

(7) There is no direct relationship between the numbers of students and gardeners. However, the ratio of 
students to gardeners is around 386:1. 

(8)–(10)  All public schools are provided with funds for gardening supplies and equipment replacement and 
repair, either through the school grant or the one-line budget in the case of Independent Public Schools. 

(11) No, at most regional and country schools lawn-mowing is conducted by the school gardener. There are 
approximately 300 schools in this category. 

(12) All contract lawn-mowing is funded through the Department’s Central Office. 

(13) Yes. The gardener staffing formula provides time for lawn-mowing where this is the responsibility of 
the gardener. 

(14) School gardener FTE is funded by Central Office. However, any gardener time above that determined 
by the formula for an individual school is paid for by that school. 

SCHOOL NURSES — DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AGREEMENT 

6579. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Minister for Education 

(1) Does the Department of Education pay the Department of Health for the use of school nurses in schools 
and if so, what is the average annual cost to the Department of Education for 1.0 FTE school nurse? 

(2) Does the Department of Education have a service agreement with the Department of Health for school 
nurses working in schools and if so, will the Minister table that agreement? 

(3) For the list of schools at which a school nurse is located, as detailed in Question On Notice 6039, what 
is the FTE of school nurse allocated to each of the schools listed? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) School/Community Health nurses are employed by the Department of Health (DoH) and funded jointly 
by the Department of Education and the DoH. In 2010/11, the Department provided the DoH with 
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$5 979 108 towards the cost of the service. The question about the cost of employing 1.0 FTE school 
health nurse needs to be directed to the Minister for Health. 

(2) The Department of Education does not have a Service Agreement with the DoH. A Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between the Department and the DoH underpins the delivery of School Health 
Services in public schools. 

(3) The final allocation of nurse FTE to the metropolitan public secondary schools listed in Question on 
Notice 6039 is determined by the DoH. The Member will need to refer the question to the Minister for 
Health for the current allocation for 2011.  

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS 

6580. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Minister for Education 

(1) What is the average number of students serviced by a school psychologist? 

(2) For school psychologists servicing education support facilities, is the average number of students they 
service lower than for those school psychologists servicing mainstream primary or secondary students? 

(3) What criteria or formula is used to determine how many schools or students are allocated per school 
psychologist? 

(4) What was the average annual cost to employ a school psychologist in 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) The average number of students serviced per school psychologist FTE, based on payroll year-to-date 
data at 13 October 2011, is 1 022.38 students. This is based on all students enrolled in public 
schools. By comparison, the ratio was 1178.42 for 2010, 1243.71 for 2009 and 1238.58 for 2008. 

(2) Yes. 

(3) The formula for allocation of school psychologist time to schools uses student enrolment numbers, 
Socio Economic Index rating, the number of students with relevant disabilities, rural and remote 
weightings and the school’s student attendance rate (allocation increases if the attendance rate falls 
below 90 per cent). The greater the level of disadvantage, the greater the allocation of time.  There may 
be a departure from this formula where there is a need to cater to the unique requirements of a particular 
school. 

(4) The annual average cost to employ a school psychologist (including 15 per cent oncost) was: 

2007/2008 — $79 963 
2008/2009 — $85 696 
2009/2010 — $90 927 
2010/2011 — $96 162 

SCHOOL THERAPY SERVICES 

6581. Mr B.S. Wyatt to the Minister for Education 

I refer to therapy services provided in schools, and I ask: 

(a) what are the various categories of therapists employed to provide services to schools; 

(b) are all these therapists employed by the Department of Health and if not, what agencies are they 
employed by; 

(c) does the Department of Education pay the Department of Health or other employing agency for the use 
of therapists in schools and if so, what is the average annual cost to the Department of Education for 1.0 
FTE of each of the therapists listed in (a); 

(d) does the Department of Education have service agreements with the Department of Health or other 
agency for therapists working in schools and if so, will the Minister table those agreements; 

(e) what criteria or formula is used to calculate the FTE therapy time allocated to each school or region; 
and 

(f) if a formula or criteria is not used to determine FTE therapy time, how much funding is allocated per 
year per education region for therapy time in schools and how is this amount determined? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(a) Speech Pathologists, Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists are all employed to provide therapy 
in schools. 
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(b) No. In addition to the Department of Education, Disability Services Commission and non-government 
providers such as The Centre for Cerebral Palsy Association and Rocky Bay Inc. employ therapists to 
provide a range of therapy services in schools. 

(c) The Department of Education Central Office does not pay the Health Department to provide therapists 
to schools. Individual schools, may choose to employ therapists in order to fulfil local 
needs. Information about this type of services is held only by individual schools or centres. 

(d) No. 

(e)–(f)  Not applicable. 

THORNLIE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL — CAPITAL AND MAINTENANCE ISSUES 

6585. Mr C.J. Tallentire to the Minister for Education 

(1) When will the Department of Education provide the resources to resolve the many capital and 
maintenance issues at Thornlie Senior High School? 

(2) As a mid-year listing of required works had an estimated value of $1.3 million, what is the current cost 
of required works? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) The Member will need to be more specific as to the issues to which he refers. 

(2) The 2010 Building Condition Assessment estimated the cost of all outstanding maintenance at 
$1.05 million. 

LANDSDALE — FUTURE SCHOOL SITES 

6587. Ms M.M. Quirk to the Minister for Education 

I refer to plans for the identification of sites and future construction of schools in the suburb of Landsdale and I 
ask: 

(a) has the Education Department any land set aside in Landsdale earmarked for the future construction of 
schools; 

(b) if so where; 

(c) if so, what is the tentative timetable for any future development; and 

(d) if not, what is the process undertaken to identify future additional capital works needs and when will 
that process commence? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) The Department of Education has identified and set aside sites for two future primary schools in the 
suburb of Landsdale. One is on the corner of Trentham Road and Amistad Road and the other is located 
on Lots 167 and 168 on Kingsway.  

(c) The development of these sites will depend upon the rate of future residential development in 
Landsdale. 

(d) Not applicable. 

 “PUBLIC TRANSPORT FOR PERTH IN 2031” — ELLENBROOK PLAN 

6588. Ms R. Saffioti to the Minister for Transport 

I refer to the Public Transport Plan for Perth 2031 document and plans for a dedicated rapid transit way for 
Ellenbrook by 2020, and ask: 

(a) what is the proposed route of this transit way; 

(b) where will the proposed stops be located; 

(c) what is the estimated cost of the project; and 

(d) when will construction commence? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

This Liberal–National Government is committed to providing quality integrated public transport option for 
residents of Ellenbrook. In October 2010 the Liberal–National Government introduced new high frequency bus 
routes that link Ellenbrook residents to the Midland train line. In July this year, the Liberal–National 
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Government further bolstered the commitment to Ellenbrook public transport by introducing new bus routes for 
the residents of Aveley. The Liberal–National Government continues to investigate ways to service this growing 
community with public transport and more recently has started planning for a Bus Rapid Transit route as 
identified in the Transport Plan for Perth 2031. 

This action comes after revelations that a proposal for a rail line to Ellenbrook outlined by the previous Labor 
Premier, for whom the Member was Chief of Staff, was announced with no work undertaken on its planning or 
feasibility and appeared to be a panicked policy on the run during the 2008 election campaign. The feasibility for 
this rail line was investigated by this government and it was established that it would not be viable in the near 
future. 

The Department of Transport advises: 

(a) The bus rapid transit route will utilise the existing ‘Public Purpose — Special Use (Transit)’ reservation 
in the Metropolitan Region Scheme in full between the Ellenbrook town centre and Reid Highway. The 
preferred route from Reid Highway to Bassendean Station is currently being finalised.  

(b) The location of stops will be determined as part of project planning. 

(c) The estimated project cost will be determined as part of project planning. 

(d) The Ellenbrook bus rapid transit system is a Stage 1 project in the Public Transport for Perth in 2031 
Plan. The Government will be considering a business case for the project in the next 12 to 18 months on 
completion of planning work.  

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
DIRECTOR GENERAL AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER POSITIONS 

6605. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development 

For each Department and Agency under the Minister’s control; 

(a) how many Director General and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) positions are under the control of the 
Minister, and for what departments and agencies; 

(b) of those positions, please name the Director General or CEO, date their contract commenced, date it is 
set to expire, and salary classification; 

(c) of those Director General and CEO positions, how many are occupied in an acting position, and of 
which departments and agencies; and 

(d) what is the length of time each position has had an occupant in an acting position? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(a)–(d) [See paper 4345.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
DIRECTOR GENERAL AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER POSITIONS 

6607. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Education 

For each Department and Agency under the Minister’s control; 

(a) how many Director General and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) positions are under the control of the 
Minister, and for what departments and agencies; 

(b) of those positions, please name the Director General or CEO, date their contract commenced, date it is 
set to expire, and salary classification; 

(c) of those Director General and CEO positions, how many are occupied in an acting position, and of 
which departments and agencies; and 

(d) what is the length of time each position has had an occupant in an acting position? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(a)–(d)  [See paper 4344.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — 
 DIRECTOR GENERAL AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER POSITIONS 

6608. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance; Commerce; Small Business 

For each Department and Agency under the Minister’s control; 

(a) how many Director General and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) positions are under the control of the 
Minister, and for what departments and agencies; 
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(b) of those positions, please name the Director General or CEO, date their contract commenced, date it is 
set to expire, and salary classification; 

(c) of those Director General and CEO positions, how many are occupied in an acting position, and of 
which departments and agencies; and 

(d) what is the length of time each position has had an occupant in an acting position? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

(a)–(d)  [See paper 4346.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
DIRECTOR GENERAL AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER POSITIONS 

6609. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

For each Department and Agency under the Minister’s control; 

(a) how many Director General and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) positions are under the control of the 
Minister, and for what departments and agencies; 

(b) of those positions, please name the Director General or CEO, date their contract commenced, date it is 
set to expire, and salary classification; 

(c) of those Director General and CEO positions, how many are occupied in an acting position, and of 
which departments and agencies; and 

(d) what is the length of time each position has had an occupant in an acting position? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(a)–(d)  [See paper 4332.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
DIRECTOR GENERAL AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER POSITIONS 

6615. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

For each Department and Agency under the Minister’s control; 

(a) how many Director General and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) positions are under the control of the 
Minister, and for what departments and agencies; 

(b) of those positions, please name the Director General or CEO, date their contract commenced, date it is 
set to expire, and salary classification; 

(c) of those Director General and CEO positions, how many are occupied in an acting position, and of 
which departments and agencies; and 

(d) what is the length of time each position has had an occupant in an acting position? 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(a)–(b)  [See paper 4348.] 

(c) Nil 

(d) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
DIRECTOR GENERAL AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER POSITIONS 

6618. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

For each Department and Agency under the Minister’s control; 

(a) how many Director General and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) positions are under the control of the 
Minister, and for what departments and agencies; 

(b) of those positions, please name the Director General or CEO, date their contract commenced, date it is 
set to expire, and salary classification; 

(c) of those Director General and CEO positions, how many are occupied in an acting position, and of 
which departments and agencies; and 

(d) what is the length of time each position has had an occupant in an acting position? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(a)–(d)  [See paper 4340.] 
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INSURANCE CLAIMS THROUGH RISKCOVER 

6622. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development 

(1) What was the total number of insurance claims made through RiskCover by the Minister’s ministerial 
office since 1 August 2010 to date? 

(2) What was the category under which each claim fell, including: 

(a) motor vehicles; 

(b) property; 

(c) business interruption; 

(d) workers’ compensation; 

(e) liability; and 

(f) miscellaneous? 

(3) What were the circumstances surrounding each individual claim? 

(4) For each claim listed, what cost was attached? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1)–(2) Nil 

(3)–(4) Not applicable. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INSURANCE CLAIMS THROUGH RISKCOVER 

6624. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Education 

(1) What was the total number of insurance claims made through RiskCover by the Minister’s ministerial 
office since 1 August 2010 to date? 

(2) What was the category under which each claim fell, including: 

(a) motor vehicles; 

(b) property; 

(c) business interruption; 

(d) workers’ compensation; 

(e) liability; and 

(f) miscellaneous? 

(3) What were the circumstances surrounding each individual claim? 

(4) For each claim listed, what cost was attached? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises for the period 1 August 2010 to 1 November 2011: 

Ministerial Office 

(1) Four. 

(2) (a)  Four. 

(b)–(f)  Nil. 

(3) Vehicle damage. 

(4) $1 120; no cost; $1 847; one unfinalised. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INSURANCE CLAIMS THROUGH RISKCOVER 

6630. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Transport; Housing 

(1) What was the total number of insurance claims made through RiskCover by the Minister’s ministerial 
office since 1 August 2010 to date? 

(2) What was the category under which each claim fell, including: 

(a) motor vehicles; 

(b) property; 
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(c) business interruption; 

(d) workers’ compensation; 

(e) liability; and 

(f) miscellaneous? 

(3) What were the circumstances surrounding each individual claim? 

(4) For each claim listed, what cost was attached? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises for the period 1 August 2010 to 1 November 2011: 

Ministerial Office: 

(1) 3 

(2) (a) 3 

(b)–(f) Nil 

(3) Vehicle Damage  

(4) $1 042; two unfinalised.  

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INSURANCE CLAIMS THROUGH RISKCOVER 

6632. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

(1) What was the total number of insurance claims made through RiskCover by the Minister’s ministerial 
office since 1 August 2010 to date? 

(2) What was the category under which each claim fell, including: 

(a) motor vehicles; 

(b) property; 

(c) business interruption; 

(d) workers’ compensation; 

(e) liability; and 

(f) miscellaneous? 

(3) What were the circumstances surrounding each individual claim? 

(4) For each claim listed, what cost was attached? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises for the period from 1 August 2010 to 1 November 2011: 

Ministerial Office 

(1) One 

(2) (a)   One 

(b)–(f)   Nil 

(3) Vehicle Damage. 

(4) $755.  

MINISTERIAL OFFICES — INSURANCE CLAIMS THROUGH RISKCOVER 

6635. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

(1) What was the total number of insurance claims made through RiskCover by the Minister’s ministerial 
office since 1 August 2010 to date? 

(2) What was the category under which each claim fell, including: 

(a) motor vehicles; 

(b) property; 

(c) business interruption; 

(d) workers’ compensation; 
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(e) liability; and 

(f) miscellaneous? 

(3) What were the circumstances surrounding each individual claim? 

(4) For each claim listed, what cost was attached? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises for the period 1 August 2010 to 1 November 2011: 

(1) Nil 

(2) Nil 

(3)–(4) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS BY STAFF 

6637. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Tourism 

For each department and agency within the Deputy Premier’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 

(i) 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011; 

(b) can the Deputy Premier please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female 
victim, male/female perpetrator;  

(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Department of Health 

(a) (i)  For the period 1 July 2010 to 13 December 2010 please see answer to 2010 Legislative 
Assembly question on notice 4570. 

For the period 14 December 2010 to 30 June 2011 879 reports have been made of incidents 
where assault has been alleged.  

(b) [See paper 4349.] 

(c) 45 incidents where assault is alleged were reported to WA Police. 

(d) No reports are known to have resulted in convictions.  

Rottnest Island Authority 

(a) Two. 

(b) Two Rottnest Island rangers (male) were assaulted on separate occasions — 7 August 2010 and 7 May 
2011. On each occasion the ranger was assaulted by a member of the public. All names have been 
withheld due to privacy issues. 

(c) Two. 

(d) Nil. 

Health and Disability Services Complaints Office; Healthway; Tourism Western Australia 

(a) Nil. 

(b)–(d) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS BY STAFF 

6639. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 

(i) 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011; 

(b) can the Minister please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female victim, 
male/female perpetrator;  
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(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

Gascoyne Development Commission 

(a) (i)  Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Goldfields Esperance Development Commission 

(a) (i)  Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Great Southern Development Commission 

(a) (i)  Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Kimberley Development Commission 

(a) (i)  Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

LandCorp 

(a) (i)  Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Landgate 

(a) (i)  Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Department of Regional Development and Lands 

(a) (i)  Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Mid West Development Commission 

(a) (i)  Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Peel Development Commission 

(a) (i)  Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Pilbara Development Commission 

(a) (i)  Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

South West Development Commission 

(a) (i)  Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Wheatbelt Development Commission 

(a) (i)  Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

The Department of Regional Development and Lands 

(a) (i)  Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS BY STAFF 

6642. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance; Commerce; Small Business 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 

(i) 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011; 

(b) can the Minister please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female victim, 
male/female perpetrator;  

(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

Department of Commerce 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Department of Finance  

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Small Business Development Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Workcover WA 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS BY STAFF 

6643. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 

(i) 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011; 

(b) can the Minister please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female victim, 
male/female perpetrator;  

(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia (FESA): 

The Fire and Emergency Services Authority (FESA) advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

(c) One incident of alleged assault was reported to the Western Australia Police during this time frame and 
involves a male staff member (off duty) against a member of the public. The staff member has since 
resigned  

(d) Nil at this point in time. The assault charge referred to in the above response is still being progressed 
through the court system..  

Office of Road Safety: 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 
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Western Australia Police: 

(a) (i)  There were 847 assaults against police officers recorded and 13 assaults against Police 
Auxiliary / Custody Officers. 

(b) Summary details of recorded assaults against police officers are listed in Appendix I, attached. [See 
paper 4333.] 

(c) All recorded assaults against police officers were reported to Police. The number of assaults against 
police officers that were not recorded as offences (due to minor nature, time constraints, etc.) is 
unknown. 

(d) WA Police cannot provide the number of convictions as a result of assaults against police officers, as 
the records are not related in the separate recording systems. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS BY STAFF 

6646. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development; Indigenous Affairs 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 

(i) 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011; 

(b) can the Minister please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female victim, 
male/female perpetrator;  

(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Office of Energy 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Independent Market Operator 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Central Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

C Y O’Connor Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b) (i) Not applicable. 

(ii)  Durack Institute of Technology; 29 March 2011; female victim; female perpetrator 
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(c) One 

(d) Outcome is unknown as it was a civil matter between the two parties. 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(a) One 

(b) Great Southern Institute of Technology; 25 March 2011; male victim; male perpetrator 

(c) Nil 

(d) Not applicable. 

Kimberley Training Institute 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Pilbara Institute 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Polytechnic West 

(a) One 

(b) Polytechnic West; 27 August 2010; female victim; female perpetrator 

(c) Nil 

(d) Not applicable. 

South West Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Department of Education Services 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Construction Training Fund 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS BY STAFF 

6647. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Transport; Housing 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 

(i) 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011; 

(b) can the Minister please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female victim, 
male/female perpetrator;  

(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The Department of Housing advises: 

(a) (i)  10  
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(b) 26/10/10 Female victim Female perpetrator 

31/1/11 F M 
10/2/11 F F 
2/2/11 F F 
3/2/11 F F 
29/3/11 F F 
24/3/11 F M 
1/4/11 F F 
15/4/11 F M 
12/5/11 F M 

(c) 5  

(d) 2  

The Department of Transport advises: 

(a) 3 

(b) 11/4/11 M M 
12/4/11 M M 
22/6/11 F M 

(c) 3 

(d) 1 

Main Roads WA advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

The Public Transport Authority advises: 

(a) 175 on the Transperth train system. 

113 on the Transperth bus and ferry system.  

(b) [See paper 4355.] 

(c) With respect to the number of assaults on Transperth buses or ferries reported to the Western Australia 
Police, 14 incidents were recorded.  

(d) The Public Transport Authority is not provided with this information. 

Albany Port Authority advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Broome Port Authority advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Bunbury Port Authority advises:  

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Dampier Port Authority advises:  

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Esperance Port Authority advises:  

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Fremantle Port Authority advises:  

(a) Nil 
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(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Geraldton Port Authority advises:  

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

Port Hedland Port Authority advises:  

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS BY STAFF 

6649. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 

(i) 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011; 

(b) can the Minister please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female victim, 
male/female perpetrator;  

(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

For the period of 1 July 2010 to 13 December 2010 please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 
4582. 

As for the period from 14 December 2010 to 30 June 2011, please find the following answers: 

Department of Local Government including the Office of Multicultural Interests, Heritage Council of Western 
Australia, Metropolitan Cemeteries Board and National Trust of Australia (Western Australia) 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(d)  Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ASSAULT REPORTS BY STAFF 

6652. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, I ask: 

(a) how many incidents of assault have been reported by staff in: 

(i) 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011; 

(b) can the Minister please list the relevant department or agency, date of assault, male/female victim, 
male/female perpetrator;  

(c) how many incidents of assault were reported to Western Australia Police; and  

(d) how many convictions resulted from reported assaults? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Disability Services Commission 

(a) (i)) Nine incidents of assault were reported to the Disability Services Commission. 

(b) [See paper 4341.] 

(c)  Nine incidents of assault were reported to the Western Australian Police. 

(d) One matter is being heard at a magistrate’s court; no convictions as yet recorded. 

Mental Health 

The answers provided below, is for the Drug and Alcohol Office and Mental Health Commission only. 

The mental health services in Area Health Services form part of the Department of Health and of hospitals 
boards which are in the Minister for Health’s portfolio. As a consequence, information concerning the mental 
health services (provided by Area Health Services) is included in the answer provided in respect of the 
Department of Health as a whole by the Minister for Health. 
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Mental Health Commission 

(a) (i))  For the period 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011 zero reports have been made of incidents where 
assault has been alleged.  

(b)–(d) Not applicable. 

Drug and Alcohol Office 

(a) (i) For the period 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011, 17 reports have been made of incidents where 
assault has been alleged.  

(b) [See paper 4341.] 

(c) Nine incidents where assault is alleged were reported to WA Police. 

(d) The Drug and Alcohol Office is not aware of any reports that resulted in convictions.  

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCIES 

6656. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, since 23 March 2011, can the Minister please 
outline: 

(a) what are the names, titles and levels of senior executives who have taken voluntary redundancies; 

(b) have these positions been re-filled, either in an acting or substantive way; and 

(i) if so, which ones; 

(c) for each of the voluntary redundancies: 

(i) what was the total cost of these voluntary redundancies; 

(ii) what were the conditions of payment for the senior executives to receive the voluntary 
redundancies; and 

(iii) will the Minister table a copy of the conditions; and 

(A) if not, why not? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

Gascoyne Development Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

Goldfields Esperance Development Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

Great Southern Development Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

Kimberley Development Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

Landcorp 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

Landgate 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

Department of Regional Development and Lands  

(a) Nil 
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(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

Mid West Development Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

Peel Development Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

Pilbara Development Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

South West Development Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

Wheatbelt Development Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCIES 

6658. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Education 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, since 23 March 2011, can the Minister please 
outline: 

(a) what are the names, titles and levels of senior executives who have taken voluntary redundancies; 

(b) have these positions been re-filled, either in an acting or substantive way; and 

(i) if so, which ones; 

(c) for each of the voluntary redundancies: 

(i) what was the total cost of these voluntary redundancies; 

(ii) what were the conditions of payment for the senior executives to receive the voluntary 
redundancies; and 

(iii) will the Minister table a copy of the conditions; and 

(A) if not, why not? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

I am advised by the agencies listed below as follows: 

Department of Education 

(a) Mr Ross Albones, Director Schools, Canning Education District (substantive position was Level 6 
Principal). The position of Director Schools, Canning Education District was abolished. Mr Albones 
ceased employment on 30 June 2011. 

Mr Robert Somerville’s fixed term contract as Director Aboriginal Education ceased on 31 May 
2011. The position of Director Aboriginal Education was abolished. Mr Somerville was granted 
voluntary severance at his substantive position as a Level 8 Public Service Officer. Mr Somerville 
ceased employment on 18 August 2011. 

Mr Andrew Thompson ceased his fixed-term appointment as Assistant Executive Director Curriculum 
Support and was granted voluntary severance at his substantive position as a Level 8 Public Service 
Officer. The position of Assistant Executive Director Curriculum Support was abolished. Mr Thompson 
ceased employment on 10 June 2011. 

Mr Peter Hamilton, Director Academic Research (substantive position Level 9 Director). The position 
of Director Academic Research was abolished. Mr Hamilton will cease employment with the 
Department of Education on 31 December 2011. This extension has been endorsed by the Public Sector 
Commission. 
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(b) The positions have not been refilled. 

(c) (i)  The redundancy costs were as follows: 
Ross Albones — $253 014.94 (gross); $217 267.94 (net) 
Robert Somerville — $175 867.72 (gross); $163 850.72 (net) 
Andrew Thompson — $188 881.00 (gross); $ 157 856.00 (net) 
Peter Hamilton — $336 654.22 (gross); $286 023.22 (net). 

(ii)–(iii)  Staff received three weeks’ pay for each year of continuous service to a maximum of 52 weeks 
and payment for unused accrued annual and long service leave. 

Staff signed an offer and acceptance document which stated that they would agree not to be re-
employed by the State Government for a period of time equal to the total number of weeks 
paid for their respective severances and annual leave paid out. 

(A)  Not applicable. 

Country High School Hostels Authority 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable. 

Public Education Endowment Trust  

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable. 

Department of Education Services 

(a) No voluntary redundancies have been taken. 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

Curriculum Council of WA 

(a) No senior executives have taken voluntary redundancies since 23 March 2011. 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCIES 

6659. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance; Commerce; Small Business 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, since 23 March 2011, can the Minister please 
outline: 

(a) what are the names, titles and levels of senior executives who have taken voluntary redundancies; 

(b) have these positions been re-filled, either in an acting or substantive way; and 

(i) if so, which ones; 

(c) for each of the voluntary redundancies: 

(i) what was the total cost of these voluntary redundancies; 

(ii) what were the conditions of payment for the senior executives to receive the voluntary 
redundancies; and 

(iii) will the Minister table a copy of the conditions; and 

(A) if not, why not? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

Department of Commerce 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable. 

Department of Finance  

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable. 

Small Business Development Commission 

(a) Nil 
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(b)–(c) Not applicable. 

Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable. 

Workcover WA 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCIES 

6660. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, since 23 March 2011, can the Minister please 
outline: 

(a) what are the names, titles and levels of senior executives who have taken voluntary redundancies; 

(b) have these positions been re-filled, either in an acting or substantive way; and 

(i) if so, which ones; 

(c) for each of the voluntary redundancies: 

(i) what was the total cost of these voluntary redundancies; 

(ii) what were the conditions of payment for the senior executives to receive the voluntary 
redundancies; and 

(iii) will the Minister table a copy of the conditions; and 

(A) if not, why not? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

The Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia: 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable. 

Office of Road Safety: 

(a)–(c) The Office of Road Safety is administratively supported as part of Main Roads WA and as such the 
response will be included in the MRWA response under the Minister for Transport. 

Western Australia Police: 

(a)–(c) No senior executives within WA Police have taken a voluntary redundancy during the nominated 
period.  

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCIES 

6663. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development; Indigenous Affairs 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, since 23 March 2011, can the Minister please 
outline: 

(a) what are the names, titles and levels of senior executives who have taken voluntary redundancies; 

(b) have these positions been re-filled, either in an acting or substantive way; and 

(i) if so, which ones; 

(c) for each of the voluntary redundancies: 

(i) what was the total cost of these voluntary redundancies; 

(ii) what were the conditions of payment for the senior executives to receive the voluntary 
redundancies; and 

(iii) will the Minister table a copy of the conditions; and 

(A) if not, why not? 
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Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

Office of Energy 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

Independent Market Operator 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

Central Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

C Y O’Connor Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

Kimberley Training Institute 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

Pilbara Institute 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

Polytechnic West 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

South West Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 
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Department of Education Services 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

Construction and Training Fund  

(a) Nil 

(b)–(c) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCIES 

6664. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Transport; Housing 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, since 23 March 2011, can the Minister please 
outline: 

(a) what are the names, titles and levels of senior executives who have taken voluntary redundancies; 

(b) have these positions been re-filled, either in an acting or substantive way; and 

(i) if so, which ones; 

(c) for each of the voluntary redundancies: 

(i) what was the total cost of these voluntary redundancies; 

(ii) what were the conditions of payment for the senior executives to receive the voluntary 
redundancies; and 

(iii) will the Minister table a copy of the conditions; and 

(A) if not, why not? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The Department of Housing advises: 

There has been no voluntary redundancies by senior executives at Department of Housing since 23 March 2011. 

Department of Transport advises: 

(a)–(c) No senior executives took voluntary redundancies. 

Main Roads Western Australia advises: 

(a)–(c) No senior executives took voluntary redundancies. 

Public Transport Authority advises: 

(a) Mr Rodney Vermuelen, Rollingstock Engineering Manager, Level 9.  

(b) No 

(i) Not applicable 

(c) (i)  $262 214 

(ii) Conditions of severance were in accordance with the Government redundancy initiative for 
2011 and paid in accordance with the Redeployment and Redundancy Regulations 1994. 

(iii) No 

(A)  Mr Vermeulen signed the standard Public Sector Deed of Severance applicable to any 
public sector employee. This document, also known as a letter of severance, is 
available on the Public Sector Commission website as a sample letter. 

Albany Port Authority advises: 

(a)–(c) No senior executives took voluntary redundancies. 

Broome Port Authority advises: 

(a)–(c) No senior executives took voluntary redundancies. 

Bunbury Port Authority advises: 

(a)–(c) No senior executives took voluntary redundancies. 

Dampier Port Authority advises: 

(a)–(c) No senior executives took voluntary redundancies. 
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Esperance Port Authority advises: 

(a)–(c) No senior executives took voluntary redundancies. 

Fremantle Port Authority advises: 

(a)–(c) No senior executives took voluntary redundancies. 

Geraldton Port Authority advises: 

(a)–(c) No senior executives took voluntary redundancies. 

Port Hedland Port Authority advises: 

(a)–(c) No senior executives took voluntary redundancies. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCIES 

6666. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, since 23 March 2011, can the Minister please 
outline: 

(a) what are the names, titles and levels of senior executives who have taken voluntary redundancies; 

(b) have these positions been re-filled, either in an acting or substantive way; and 

(i) if so, which ones; 

(c) for each of the voluntary redundancies: 

(i) what was the total cost of these voluntary redundancies; 

(ii) what were the conditions of payment for the senior executives to receive the voluntary 
redundancies; and 

(iii) will the Minister table a copy of the conditions; and 

(A) if not, why not? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

The following answer refers to the period from 23 March 2011 to 1 November 2011. 

Department of Local Government including the Office of Multicultural Interests, Heritage Council of Western 
Australia, Metropolitan Cemeteries Board and  

National Trust of Australia (Western Australia) 

(a) There have been no voluntary redundancies during this period. 

(b)–(c)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCIES 

6669. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

For each department and agency within the Minister’s portfolios, since 23 March 2011, can the Minister please 
outline: 

(a) what are the names, titles and levels of senior executives who have taken voluntary redundancies; 

(b) have these positions been re-filled, either in an acting or substantive way; and 

(i) if so, which ones; 

(c) for each of the voluntary redundancies: 

(i) what was the total cost of these voluntary redundancies; 

(ii) what were the conditions of payment for the senior executives to receive the voluntary 
redundancies; and 

(iii) will the Minister table a copy of the conditions; and 

(A) if not, why not? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Mental Health Commission; Drug and Alcohol Office; Disability Services Commission 

(a)–(c) No Senior Executives have taken voluntary redundancies in the period since 23 March 2011. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MAINTENANCE 

6673. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios? 

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations?  

(3) As at 1 November 2011, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases at any time since 23 September 2008? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1)–(4) As part of the development of the State Government’s Website Governance Framework, agencies report 
annually the status of websites to the Public Sector Commissioner. I refer the Leader of the Opposition 
to the State of the Sector report tabled in Parliament recently, also available at www.psc.wa.gov.au. If 
the Leader of the Opposition has a specific question relating to a specific website, he is welcomed to put 
it on notice. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MAINTENANCE 

6675. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Education 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios? 

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations?  

(3) As at 1 November 2011, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases at any time since 23 September 2008? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1)–(4) As part of the development of the State Government’s Website Governance Framework, agencies report 
annually the status of websites to the Public Sector Commissioner. I refer the Leader of the Opposition 
to the State of the Sector report tabled in Parliament recently, also available at www.psc.wa.gov.au. If 
the Leader of the Opposition has a specific question relating to a specific website, he is welcomed to put 
it on notice. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MAINTENANCE 

6676. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance; Commerce; Small Business 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios? 

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations?  

(3) As at 1 November 2011, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases at any time since 23 September 2008? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

(1)–(4) As part of the development of the State Government’s Website Governance Framework, agencies report 
annually the status of websites to the Public Sector Commissioner. I refer the Leader of the Opposition 
to the State of the Sector report tabled in Parliament recently, also available at www.psc.wa.gov.au. If 
the Leader of the Opposition has a specific question relating to a specific website, he is welcomed to put 
it on notice. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MAINTENANCE 

6677. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios? 
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(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations?  

(3) As at 1 November 2011, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases at any time since 23 September 2008? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1)–(4) As part of the development of the State Government’s Website Governance Framework, agencies report 
annually the status of websites to the Public Sector Commissioner. I refer the Leader of the Opposition 
to the State of the Sector report tabled in Parliament recently, also available at www.psc.wa.gov.au. If 
the Leader of the Opposition has a specific question relating to a specific website, he is welcomed to put 
it on notice. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MAINTENANCE 

6678. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios? 

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations?  

(3) As at 1 November 2011, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases at any time since 23 September 2008? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

(1)–(4) As part of the development of the State Government’s Website Governance Framework, agencies report 
annually the status of websites to the Public Sector Commissioner. I refer the Leader of the Opposition 
to the State of the Sector report tabled in Parliament recently, also available at www.psc.wa.gov.au. If 
the Leader of the Opposition has a specific question relating to a specific website, he is welcomed to put 
it on notice. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MAINTENANCE 

6680. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development; Indigenous Affairs 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios? 

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations?  

(3) As at 1 November 2011, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases at any time since 23 September 2008? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

(1)–(4) As part of the development of the State Government’s Website Governance Framework, agencies report 
annually the status of websites to the Public Sector Commissioner. I refer the Leader of the Opposition 
to the State of the Sector report tabled in Parliament recently, also available at www.psc.wa.gov.au. If 
the Leader of the Opposition has a specific question relating to a specific website, he is welcomed to put 
it on notice. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MAINTENANCE 

6681. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Transport; Housing 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios? 

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations?  

(3) As at 1 November 2011, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases at any time since 23 September 2008? 
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(1)–(4) As part of the development of the State Government’s Website Governance Framework, agencies report 
annually the status of websites to the Public Sector Commissioner. I refer the Leader of the Opposition 
to the State of the Sector report tabled in Parliament recently, also available at www.psc.wa.gov.au. If 
the Leader of the Opposition has a specific question relating to a specific website, he is welcomed to put 
it on notice. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MAINTENANCE 

6683. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios? 

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations?  

(3) As at 1 November 2011, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases at any time since 23 September 2008? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

(1)–(4) As part of the development of the State Government’s Website Governance Framework, agencies report 
annually the status of websites to the Public Sector Commissioner. I refer the Leader of the Opposition 
to the State of the Sector report tabled in Parliament recently, also available at www.psc.wa.gov.au. If 
the Leader of the Opposition has a specific question relating to a specific website, he is welcomed to put 
it on notice. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MAINTENANCE 

6685. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Environment; Water 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios? 

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations?  

(3) As at 1 November 2011, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases at any time since 23 September 2008? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

(1)–(4) As part of the development of the State Government’s Website Governance Framework, agencies report 
annually the status of websites to the Public Sector Commissioner. I refer the Leader of the Opposition 
to the State of the Sector report tabled in Parliament recently, also available at www.psc.wa.gov.au. If 
the Leader of the Opposition has a specific question relating to a specific website, he is welcomed to put 
it on notice. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — WEBSITE MAINTENANCE 

6686. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

(1) How many websites are maintained for each office or any government department, agency or publicly-
owned corporation under each of the Minister’s portfolios? 

(2) How many new websites are set to be created for new portfolio areas and associated new departments, 
agencies or publicly-owned corporations?  

(3) As at 1 November 2011, what is the global budget allocation for each website?  

(4) What government departments, agencies or publicly-owned corporations under the control of the 
Minister have requested website funding increases at any time since 23 September 2008? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)–(4) As part of the development of the State Government’s Website Governance Framework, agencies report 
annually the status of websites to the Public Sector Commissioner. I refer the Leader of the Opposition 
to the State of the Sector report tabled in Parliament recently, also available at www.psc.wa.gov.au. If 
the Leader of the Opposition has a specific question relating to a specific website, he is welcomed to put 
it on notice. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

6689. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Fisheries; Electoral 
Affairs 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister’s control, including his office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including: 

(i) public; 

(ii) corporate; and 

(iii) media relations; and  

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees; 

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and 

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for: 

(i) phone entitlements; and 

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

(a)–(e) [See paper 4351.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

6690. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister’s control, including his office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including: 

(i) public; 

(ii) corporate; and 

(iii) media relations; and  

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees; 

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and 

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for: 

(i) phone entitlements; and 

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(a)–(e) [See paper 4356.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

6692. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Education 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister’s control, including his office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including: 

(i) public; 

(ii) corporate; and 

(iii) media relations; and  

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; 
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(c) what is the job title for each of these employees; 

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and 

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for: 

(i) phone entitlements; and 

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

Ministerial Office 

The Member is referred to the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in the House on Thursday, 10 November 
2011 (tabled paper no 4205). 

Department of Education 

(a) 19.6 FTE. 
 

Salary band 
(b) 

Job title 
(c) 

List of entitlements 
(d)–(e)(ii)* 

Level 9 
$128 748–$138 426 

Director 
1 FTE 

Mobile phone 
Government Vehicle 
Scheme car 

Level 8 
$112 180–$121 845 

Manager Public Relations and Marketing  
1 FTE 

Nil  

Level 8 
$112 180–$121 845 

Manager Media and Communications 
1 FTE 

Mobile phone  
Home garaging of pool 
vehicle 

Level 7 
$98 875–$105 974 

Principal Media Coordinator1 FTE Nil  

AD4  
$106 656 –$117 581 

Deputy Principal, Infrastructure and Marketing
1 FTE  

Mobile phone 

Level 8 
$112 180–$121 845 

Project Manager 1 FTE Mobile phone 

Level 6 
$81 501–$90 249 

Public Relations/Communications Coordinator 
x 2.7 FTE 

Nil 

Level 6 
$84 557–$93 633 

Senior Media Officer x  
2 FTE 

Mobile phone x 2 

Level 5 
$72 663–$80 398 

Strategic Communications and Events Officer 
x 3 FTE 

Nil 

Level 5 
$72 663–$80 398 

Communications and Marketing Officer 
(Online)1 FTE 

Nil 

Level 4 
$65 320–$69 033 

Media and Communications Officer x 2 FTE Nil 

Level 3 
$58 010–$62 984 

Assistant Media Officer1 FTE Nil 

Level 3 
$58 010–$62 984 

Public Relations Assistant 1 FTE Nil 

Level 3 
$58 010–$62 984 

Business Support Officer, International 
Marketing Office0.4 FTE 

Mobile telephone 

MV3 
$54 106.00 

Marketing and Publications Officer 0.1 FTE Nil 

Level 5 
$72 663 — $80 398 

Marketing and Publications Officer 0.4 FTE Nil 

* These are not entitlements of contract but are provided to these employees at the discretion of the 
Department of Education. 

Country High School Hostels Authority 

(a) Nil. 

(b)–(e)  Not applicable. 
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Public Education Endowment Trust 

(a) Nil. 

(b)–(e)  Not applicable. 

Curriculum Council of WA 

(a)  Please refer to answers in parts (b)–(e). 
 

Salary Band 
(b) 

Job Title (c) List of Entitlements 
(d)–(e) 

Level 7 
$98 875 — $105 974 

Manager, Communications Phone 

Level 6* 
$84 557 — $93 633 

Corporate Communications 
Officer 

Nil 

* This is a 0.6 position. 

Department of Education Services 

(a) Nil. 

(b)–(e)  Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

6693. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance; Commerce; Small Business 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister’s control, including his office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including: 

(i) public; 

(ii) corporate; and 

(iii) media relations; and  

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees; 

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and 

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for: 

(i) phone entitlements; and 

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

Ministerial Office 

The Member is referred to the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in the House on Thursday, 10 November 
2011 (tabled paper no 4205). 

Department of Commerce 

(a) 17 

(i)–(ii) 12 
(iii) 5 

(b)–(e)  [See paper 4354.] 

Department of Finance  

(a) 8 

(i)–(ii) 6 
(iii) 2 

(b)–(e)  [See paper 4354.] 

Small Business Development Commission 

(a) Three 

(b)–(e)  [See paper 4354.] 
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Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(e) Not applicable 

Workcover WA 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(e) [See paper 4354.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

6694. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister’s control, including his office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including: 

(i) public; 

(ii) corporate; and 

(iii) media relations; and  

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees; 

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and 

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for: 

(i) phone entitlements; and 

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

Ministerial Office: 

(a)–(e) The Member is referred to the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in the House on Thursday, 
10 November 2011 (tabled paper no 4205). 

The Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia (FESA): 

(a) FESA employs 12 staff (11.2 FTE) in Media and Public Affairs (MPA).  

(b)–(e) [See paper 4334.] 

Office of Road Safety: 

(a)–(e) The Office of Road Safety is administratively supported as part of Main Roads WA and as such the 
response will be included in the MRWA response under the Minister for Transport. 

Western Australia Police: 

(a) Information as at 16 November 2011: 

(i) public — 5 

(ii) corporate — 3 

(iii) media relations — 9 

(b)–(e) [See paper 4334.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

6697. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development; Indigenous Affairs 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister’s control, including his office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including: 

(i) public; 

(ii) corporate; and 

(iii) media relations; and  
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(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees; 

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and 

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for: 

(i) phone entitlements; and 

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Ministerial Office  

(a) Five 
 

(b) Salary Band (c) Job Title 
SMA2.1 Senior Media Adviser 
L8 Principal Policy Adviser — Energy 
L8 Principal Policy Adviser — Indigenous Affairs 
L8 Principal Policy Adviser — Training 
L8 Principal Policy Adviser — Workforce Development 

(d)–(e)  This information is made available in the Ministerial Resourcing Report, which is tabled in Parliament 
quarterly. 

Department of Indigenous Affairs  

(a) Three 
 

(b) Salary Band (c) Job Title  (d)–(e) List of entitlements 
L7 (0.6 FTE) Senior Communications Coordinator Nil 
L6 Communications Coordinator Nil 
L4 Corporate Communications Officer Nil 

Office of Energy 

(a)  Four 
 

(b) Salary Band  (c) Job Title  (d)–(e) List of entitlements 
$98 875 — $105 974 Communications Manager Mobile Phone 
$72 663 — $80 308 Senior Communications Officer Nil 
$72 663 — $80 308 Online Communications Coordinator Nil 
$58 010 — $62 984  Research Officer Nil 

Independent Market Operator  

(a)  The IMO employs a part-time (0.4 FTE) Communications Manager, whose  
 

(b) Salary Band  (c) Job Title  (d)–(e) List of entitlements 

$49,136 Communications Manager Nil Not applicable  

 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(a)  Eleven 
 

(b) Salary Band  (c) Job Title  (d)–(e) List of entitlements 

L8 Director, Communications and Marketing Mobile phone 

L6 Communications and Marketing Coordinator Mobile phone 

L6 Senior Communications Officer Nil 

L6 Public Relations Coordinator Nil 

L5 Marketing and Publications Officer Nil 

L4 Communications Officer Nil 
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L4 Public Relations Officer Nil 

L4 Public Relations Officer Nil 

L3 Assistant Marketing Officer Nil 

L3 Promotions Officer Nil 

L3 Publications Consultant Nil 

 

Central Institute of Technology. 
 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — 
 EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

6698. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Transport; Housing 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including: 

(i) public; 

(ii) corporate; and 

(iii) media relations; and  

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees; 

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and 

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for: 

(i) phone entitlements; and 

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Ministerial Office: 

The Member is referred to the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in the House on Thursday, 10 November 
2011 (tabled paper no 4205). 

The Department of Housing advises: 

(a) 8 full time, 2 part time 
Salary band, 8 
Job title, Manager 
Entitlements, Phone 

7, Senior Media & Communications Officer, Phone 
8, Manager, Phone 
7, Phone 
6, Media & Communications Officer, Phone 
6, Media & Communications Officer (internal), Phone 
6, Media & Communications Officer 
6, Media & Communications Officer (online), Phone 
5, Media & Communications Officer (part time) 
6, Marketing & Sponsorship Manager 
5, Marketing Officer 
5, Marketing Officer (part time) 

Department of Transport 

(a)  8.2 

(b)–(e)  7, Manager Communications, Phone 
6, Media Manager, Phone 
6 (0.6 FTE), Senior Communications Manager, Phone 
6 (0.6 FTE), Senior Communications Manager, Phone 
5, E-Communications Manager, Phone 
5, E-Communications Co-ordinator, Phone 
4, Media and Communications Officer, Phone 
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4, E-Communications Officer  
3, Marketing Officer  

All employees have access to the Department of Transport pool vehicles for operational requirements 
on an as needs basis. 

Main Roads Western Australia 

(a)  5  

(b)–(e)  7, Manager Public Affairs, Government Vehicle Scheme, Phone 
4, Public Affairs Co-ordinator, Phone 
4, Public Affairs Co-ordinator (Traffic Operations), Phone 
4, Public Affairs Co-ordinator (Traffic Operations), Phone 
4, Public Affairs Co-ordinator (Heavy Vehicle Operations), Phone 

All employees have access to Main Roads Western Australia’s pool vehicles for operational 
requirements on an as needs basis.  

Office of Road Safety advises: 

(a)  11  

(b)–(e)  8, Director Strategic Communications, Government Vehicle Scheme, Phone 
7, Communications Manager, Phone 
7, Engagement Manager, Phone 
6, Events Manager  
6, Office of Road Safety Public Relations Manager, Phone 
6, Partnership Manager  
5, Web Manager  
5, Campaign Officer  
5, Campaign Officer  
5, Campaign Officer  
1, Marketing Assistant  

All employees have access to Main Roads WA Pool vehicles for operational requirements on an as 
needs basis. 

Public Transport Authority 

(a)  6  

(b)–(e)  8, Manager Corporate Communications, Car (privately-plated vehicle, with a personal contribution 
made by individual), Phone, Laptop 
6, Media Manager*, Car (Q-plated vehicle, which is home garaged), Phone, Laptop 
5, Corporate Communications Officer*, Phone 
5, Media & Communications Officer, Phone 
5, Major Projects Communications Officer, Phone and Laptop supplied by Major Projects department 
4, E-Communications & Publications Officer, Phone 

*Position is vacant and in the process of recruitment. 

Albany Port Authority 

(a)–(e)  Nil 

Broome Port Authority 

(a)–(e)  Nil 

Bunbury Port Authority 

(a)–(e)  Nil 

Dampier Port Authority 

(a)  One 

(b)  $80 000 to $90 000. 

(c)  Business Development Officer. 

(d)–(e)  Mobile phone. 

Esperance Port Authority 

(a)–(e)  Nil  
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Fremantle Port Authority 

(a)  2.5  

(b)–(e)  $175 000 to $195 000, Manager External Affairs, Phone, Home Computer, vehicle provided under 
Executive Vehicle Scheme 

$100 000 to $110 000, External Affairs Coordinator, Phone, Home Computer 

$70 000 to $80 000, External Affairs Officer, Phone 

Geraldton Port Authority 

(a)–(e)  Nil  

Port Hedland Port Authority 

(a)  1 

(b)–(e)  $105 655.83, Corporate Communications Specialist, Uniform allowance and Phone allowance. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

6700. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister’s control, including his office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including: 

(i) public; 

(ii) corporate; and 

(iii) media relations; and  

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees; 

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and 

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for: 

(i) phone entitlements; and 

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

The following answer is correct as at 1 November 2011. 

Ministerial Office 

The Member is referred to the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in the House on Thursday, 10 November 
2011 (tabled paper no 4205). 

Heritage Council of Western Australia 

(a) 2 

For answers (b)–(e) please refer to the table below: 
 

Job title (c) Salary band (b) List of entitlements (d)–(e)  
Manager Media and Communications Level 7 Mobile Phone Costs 
A/Marketing and Communications Officer Level 5 Nil, Not applicable 

Department of Local Government including the Office of Multicultural Interests 

(a) 4 

For answers (b)–(e) please refer to the table below: 
 

Job title (c) Salary band (b) List of entitlements (d)–(e)  
Manager Corporate Communications Level 7 Mobile phone costs 
Senior Writer Editor Level 6  Nil, Not applicable 
Communications Officer Level 6  Nil, Not applicable 
Project Officer Level 3 Nil, Not applicable 
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Metropolitan Cemeteries Board 

(a) 2 

For answers (b) (e) please refer to the table below: 
 

Job title (c) Salary band (b) List of entitlements (d)–(e)  
Marketing Coordinator Level 6 Nil, Not applicable 
Marketing Assistant Level 2 Nil, Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

6702. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Environment; Water 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister’s control, including his office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including: 

(i) public; 

(ii) corporate; and 

(iii) media relations; and  

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees; 

(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and 

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for: 

(i) phone entitlements; and 

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Ministerial Office 

(a)–(e) The Member is referred to the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in the House on Thursday, 
10 November 2011 (tabled paper no 4205). 

Department of the Environment and Conservation 

(a)–(e) 
 

Job Title Salary Band  List of Entitlements 

Manager Public Affairs Level 8 mobile phone, vehicle 

Manager Corporate Communications Level 8 mobile phone, vehicle 

Principal Communications Officer Level 8 mobile phone, vehicle 

Manager Publications Level 6 nil 

Editor and Features Writer (0.4 FTE) Level 5 nil 

Media Relations Officer (2.6 FTE) Level 5 mobile phone 

Senior Project Officer (Communications) (2 FTE) Level 5 nil 

Project Officer (Communications) (2 FTE) Level 3 mobile phone 

Office of the Environmental Protection Authority 

(a)–(e) 
 

Job Title Salary Band  List of Entitlements 
Senior Media Officer Level 7 mobile phone 

Swan River Trust 

(a)–(e) 
 

 Job Title Salary Band  List of Entitlements 
Communications Manager Level 7 nil 
Media Relations Manager Level 6 nil 
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 Job Title Salary Band  List of Entitlements 
Website Officer Level 5 nil 
Publications Officer Level 4 nil 

Zoological Parks Authority 

(a)–(e) 
 

 Job Title Salary Band  List of Entitlements 

Media & Communications 
Manager 

Level 6 mobile phone 

Business Development Manager Level 6 nil 

Business Development 
Coordinator 

Level 4 nil 

Business Development Officer Level 1 nil 

Department of Water 

(a)–(e) 
 

 Job Title Salary Band  List of Entitlements 

Manager Corporate 
Communications 

Level 8 mobile phone, vehicle 

Media and Public Affairs 
Manager 

Level 7 mobile phone 

Speech Writer (0.5 FTE) Level 7 nil 

Communications Officer (media) Level 5 mobile phone 

Water Corporation 

(a)–(e) 
 

 Job Title Salary Band  List of Entitlements 
General Manager 
Communications Group 

Common Law Contract 
($248 000) 

mobile phone 

Senior Media Coordinator Common Law Contract 
($113 014 — $131 935)

mobile phone, vehicle 

Media Coordinator Level 7 mobile phone 
Marketing Communications 
Manager 

Level 7 mobile phone 

Marketing Communications 
Coordinator 

Level 4 mobile phone 

Office of the Appeals Convenor, Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, Busselton Water Board & Aqwest 

(a) Nil 

(b)–(e)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

6703. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

I refer the Minister to each department and agency under the Minister’s control, including his office, and ask: 

(a) what is the total number of employees engaged in media, communications, marketing, or speechwriting, 
including: 

(i) public; 

(ii) corporate; and 

(iii) media relations; and  

(b) what is the salary band for each of these employees; 

(c) what is the job title for each of these employees; 
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(d) what entitlements do these employees receive (such as phone and vehicle entitlements); and 

(e) for each employee please provide an itemised breakdown for: 

(i) phone entitlements; and 

(ii) vehicle entitlements? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Ministerial Office: 

The Member is referred to the Ministerial Resourcing Report tabled in the House on Thursday, 10 November 
2011  

Mental Health Commission; Drug and Alcohol Office; Disability Services Commission 

(a)–(e) [See paper 4342.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6707. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2010–2011, can 
the Minister please provide: 

(a) production costs; and 

(b) distribution costs? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

Gascoyne Development Commission 

(a) $2 108.50 

(b) $40.93 

Goldfields Esperance Development Commission 

(a) $10 000.00 

(b) Nil 

Great Southern Development Commission 

(a) $1 226.00 

(b) $10.00 

Kimberley Development Commission 

(a) $100.00 

(b) $49.32 

LandCorp 

(a) $32 336.00  

(b) $12.00  

Landgate 

(a) $1 771.00 

(b) $1 221.00  

Department of Regional Development and Lands  

(a) $6 759.50  

(b) Nil. 

Mid West Development Commission 

(a) $664.00   

(b)  $20.85  

Peel Development Commission 

(a) $4 224.72 

(b) $10.00 
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Pilbara Development Commission 

(a) Nil 

(b) $93.00 

South West Development Commission 

(a) $600.00  

(b) Nil. 

Wheatbelt Development Commission 

(a) $1 557.00 

(b) Nil. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6711. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2010–2011, can 
the Minister please provide: 

(a) production costs; and 

(b) distribution costs? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

The Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia (FESA): 

(a) Production costs — $19,601 

(b) Distribution costs — $25.00 

Office of Road Safety 

The Office of Road Safety is administratively supported as part of Main Roads WA and as such the response will 
be included in the MRWA response under the Minister for Transport. 

Western Australia Police 

(a) $13,310 

(b) Distribution cost (postage) $150 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6712. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2010–2011, can 
the Minister please provide: 

(a) production costs; and 

(b) distribution costs? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

DEPARTMENT OF SPORT AND RECREATION 

(a) $12,598.60 

(b) Nil 

VENUESWEST 

(a) $5,727.70 

(b) $120 

DEPARTMENT OF RACING, GAMING AND LIQUOR 

(a) $41,714 (four agencies) 

(b) $40 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6714. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development; Indigenous Affairs 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2010–2011, can 
the Minister please provide: 

(a) production costs; and 
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(b) distribution costs? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a) $8,456.65 

(b) Nil 

Office of Energy 

(a)  $11,197 

(b)  Distribution Costs  $10* 

* Estimate only, based on standard Australian postage rates. 

Independent Market Operator 

(a)  $3,954.50, inclusive GST 

(b)  $74.91, inclusive GST. 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(a)  $42, 861 

(b)  approximately $100 in postage costs 

The below figures are for the production and distribution of the 2010 annual reports. The costs for the 2011 
annual reports are not yet available as the State Training Providers report on a calendar year rather than a 
financial year basis 

Central Institute of Technology 

(a)  $6,649.13 

(b)  <$50 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(a)  $7,679 

(b)  $20 

C Y O’Connor Institute of Technology 

(a)  $9,266.48 

(b)  Nil 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(a)  $4,102.38 

(b)  $644 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(a)  $8,600 

(b)  $30 

Kimberley Training Institute 

(a)  $3,304.20 

(b)  $40 

Pilbara Institute 

(a)  $24,255 

(b)  $157.84 

Polytechnic West 

(a)  $9,670 

(b)  $25 

South West Institute of Technology 

(a)  $3,861.92 

(b)  $53.55 
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West Coast Institute of Training 

(a)  $8,000 

(b)  Nil 

Department of Education Services 

Training Accreditation Council Annual Report: 

(a)  $4,230.11 

(b)  $16.00 for postal and courier costs. 

Construction Training Fund 

a)  $7,800 

b)  $100 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6717. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2010–2011, can 
the Minister please provide: 

(a) production costs; and 

(b) distribution costs? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

Department of Local Government including the Office of Multicultural Interests 

(a) Design and artwork — $3,960.00 (Inc GST) 

(b) Printing — $968.00 (Inc GST) 

Local Government Standards Panel 

(a) (b)  All work completed ‘in-house’. 

Local Government Advisory Board 

(a)–(b)  All work completed ‘in-house’. 

Western Australian Local Government Grants Commission 

(a) (b)  All work completed ‘in-house’. 

Heritage Council of Western Australia 

(a) $5,578.00 

(b) Nil 

Metropolitan Cemeteries Board 

(a) $2082.40 

(b) Distribution of the document is done in accordance with the guidelines prescribed within the Annual 
Reporting Framework. A limited number of hard copies are produced. Members of the public are 
encouraged to peruse the document online via the Board’s website. Distribution costs are small 
and estimated to be approximately $45.00. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6719. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Environment; Water 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2010–2011, can 
the Minister please provide: 

(a) production costs; and 

(b) distribution costs? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Department of Environment and Conservation 

(a) $4 265.28 

(b) Nil 



10506 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 1 December 2011] 

 

Conservation Commission 

(a)  $30 

(b)  Nil 

Keep Australia Beautiful Council 

(a)  $1 881 

(b)  Nil 

Marine Parks and Reserves Authority 

(a)  $850.30 

(b)  Nil 

Waste Authority 

(a)  $90 

(b)  Nil 

Office of the Environmental Protection Authority 

(a) $1 990 

(b)  Nil 

Swan River Trust 

(a)  $4 780 

(b)  Nil 

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority 

(a)  $374.69 

(b)  $34.83 

Zoological Parks Authority 

(a)  $3 630 

(b)  $12.25 

Department of Water 

(a)  $13 040 

(b)  Nil 

Water Corporation 

(a)  $32 972 

(b)  $2 647 

Busselton Water Board 

(a)  $987.67 

(b)  $87.50 

Aqwest 

(a)  $5 650 

(b)  $450 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6720. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2010–2011, can 
the Minister please provide: 

(a) production costs; and 

(b) distribution costs? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Mental Health Commission 

(a)–(b)  Total cost including production and distribution was estimated at $8,130  
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Drug and Alcohol Office 

(a)  Production costs for the Drug and Alcohol Office’s annual report for 2010–2011 were $26,358. 

(b)  Nil. 

Disability Services Commission 

(a) $31,650 

(b) Nil 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ATTRACTION AND RETENTION ALLOWANCES 

6724. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development 

For 1 September 2010 to date can the Minister please provide: 

(a) for all departments and agencies under the Minister’s control, including the ministerial office, the 
names of people (for example, staff and consultants) and their salary level, who have been paid an 
attraction and/or retention allowance; and 

(b) the total amount paid to the person as the attraction and/or retention allowance? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

Gascoyne Development Commission 

(a)  Nil 

(b)  Not applicable. 

Goldfields Esperance Development Commission 

(a)  Nil 

(b)  Not applicable. 

Great Southern Development Commission 

(a)  Nil  

(b)  Not applicable. 

Kimberley Development Commission 

(a)  Nil 

(b)  Not applicable. 

LandCorp 

(a)  Nil 

(b)  Not applicable. 

Landgate 

(a)  Nil  

(b)  Not applicable. 

Department of Regional Development and Lands  

(a)  (i)  Chris Adams, Class 1. 

(ii)  Paul Trotman, Level 8. 

(b)  (i)  $85 559.00 

(ii)  $16 964.00 

Mid West Development Commission  

(a)  Nil 

(b)  Not applicable. 

Ministerial Office  

(a)  Nil  

(b)  Not applicable. 
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Peel Development Commission 

(a)  Nil  

(b)  Not applicable. 

Pilbara Development Commission 

(a)  Nil  

(b)  Not applicable. 

South West Development Commission 

(a)  Don Punch, Chief Executive Officer, South West Development Commission. Level 9.3. 

(b)  $19 070. 

Wheatbelt Development Commission 

(a)  Nil 

(b)  Not Applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ATTRACTION AND RETENTION ALLOWANCES 

6726. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Education 

For 1 September 2010 to date can the Minister please provide: 

(a) for all departments and agencies under the Minister’s control, including the ministerial office, the 
names of people (for example, staff and consultants) and their salary level, who have been paid an 
attraction and/or retention allowance; and 

(b) the total amount paid to the person as the attraction and/or retention allowance? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

Ministerial Office 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises for ministerial office staff paid by the Department for the period 
of 1 September 2010 — 1 November 2011: 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Department of Education 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Country High School Hostels Authority 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Public Education Endowment Trust 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Department of Education Services 

(a) No people (staff or consultants) have been paid an attraction and/or retention allowance. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Curriculum Council of WA 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ATTRACTION AND RETENTION ALLOWANCES 

6727. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance; Commerce; Small Business 

For 1 September 2010 to date can the Minister please provide: 
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(a) for all departments and agencies under the Minister’s control, including the ministerial office, the 
names of people (for example, staff and consultants) and their salary level, who have been paid an 
attraction and/or retention allowance; and 

(b) the total amount paid to the person as the attraction and/or retention allowance? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

Ministerial Office 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises for ministerial office staff paid by the Department for the period 
of 1 September 2010 — 1 November 2011: 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Department of Commerce 

(a)–(b) [See paper 4347.] 

Department of Finance  

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Small Business Development Commission 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Workcover WA 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ATTRACTION AND RETENTION ALLOWANCES 

6728. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

For 1 September 2010 to date can the Minister please provide: 

(a) for all departments and agencies under the Minister’s control, including the ministerial office, the 
names of people (for example, staff and consultants) and their salary level, who have been paid an 
attraction and/or retention allowance; and 

(b) the total amount paid to the person as the attraction and/or retention allowance? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

Ministerial Office: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises for ministerial office staff paid by the Department for the period 
of 1 September 2010 — 1 November 2011: 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia (FESA): 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Office of Road Safety 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Western Australia Police 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ATTRACTION AND RETENTION ALLOWANCES 

6731. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development; Indigenous Affairs 

For 1 September 2010 to date can the Minister please provide: 

(a) for all departments and agencies under the Minister’s control, including the ministerial office, the 
names of people (for example, staff and consultants) and their salary level, who have been paid an 
attraction and/or retention allowance; and 

(b) the total amount paid to the person as the attraction and/or retention allowance? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Ministerial Office 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Independent Market Operator 

(a) No people have been paid an attraction and/or retention allowance by the IMO 

(b) Not applicable 

Department of Education Services 

(a)  No people (staff or consultants) have been paid an attraction and/or retention allowance 

(b)  Not applicable 

Construction Training Fund 

(a) No officer has been paid an attraction or retention allowance. 

(b) Not Applicable 

Department of Indigenous Affairs  

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Office of Energy  

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Department of Training and Workforce Development  

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Central Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

C Y O’Connor Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(a) David Molloy, Level 5 

(b) Mr Molloy commenced with Durack on 26/07/10 and is paid a Community Liaison Allowance of 
$8,000 per year. 



 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 1 December 2011] 10511 

 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Kimberley Training Institute 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Pilbara Institute 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

Polytechnic West 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

South West Institute of Technology 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(a) Nil. 

(b) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ATTRACTION AND RETENTION ALLOWANCES 

6732. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Transport; Housing 

For 1 September 2010 to date can the Minister please provide: 

(a) for all departments and agencies under the Minister’s control, including the ministerial office, the 
names of people (for example, staff and consultants) and their salary level, who have been paid an 
attraction and/or retention allowance; and 

(b) the total amount paid to the person as the attraction and/or retention allowance? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Ministerial Office: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises for ministerial office staff paid by the Department for the period 
of 1 September 2010 — 1 November 2011: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

The Department of Housing advises: 

(a)–(b) HARVEY. H, Class 1, $3 513.20 

Department of Transport advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable. 

Main Roads WA advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable. 

Public Transport Authority advises: 

(a)–(b) TAYLOR.S , REA Trades Level 6, $10 430.94 
HANNINGTON. A, REA Trades Level 6, $7 641.26 
BROWN. SL, REA Trades Level 7, $11 327.76 
ROBINSON. M, REA Trades Level 7, $19 232.12 
McMAHON. DM, REA Trades Level 7, $19 232.12 
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JONES. PB, REA Trades Level 7, $13 996.12 
WEBB . DJ, REA Trades Level 7, $19 232.12 
MARSTON. F, REA Trades Level 7, $16 445.38 
PAUL. BM, REA Trades Level 7, $19 232.12 
DONKER. EC, REA Trades Level 7, $19 232.12 
SLODECKI. JR, REA Trades Level 7, $19 232.12 
WINDSOR. SE, REA Trades Level 7, $5 663.88 
EKANAIKE. L, REA Trades Level 7, $19 232.12 
IYAW. A, REA Trades Level 7, $19 232.12 

Albany Port Authority advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable. 

Broome Port Authority advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable. 

Bunbury Port Authority advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable. 

Dampier Port Authority advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable. 

Esperance Port Authority advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable. 

Fremantle Port Authority advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable. 

Geraldton Port Authority advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable. 

Port Hedland Port Authority advises: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ATTRACTION AND RETENTION ALLOWANCES 

6734. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

For 1 September 2010 to date can the Minister please provide: 

(a) for all departments and agencies under the Minister’s control, including the ministerial office, the 
names of people (for example, staff and consultants) and their salary level, who have been paid an 
attraction and/or retention allowance; and 

(b) the total amount paid to the person as the attraction and/or retention allowance? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

Ministerial Office 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises for ministerial office staff paid by the Department for the period 
from 1 September 2010 to 1 November 2011: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 
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The following answer refers to the period from 1 September 2011 to 1 November 2011. 

Department of Local Government including the Office of Multicultural Interests, Heritage Council of Western 
Australia and Metropolitan Cemeteries Board 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ATTRACTION AND RETENTION ALLOWANCES 

6736. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Environment; Water 

For 1 September 2010 to date can the Minister please provide: 

(a) for all departments and agencies under the Minister’s control, including the ministerial office, the 
names of people (for example, staff and consultants) and their salary level, who have been paid an 
attraction and/or retention allowance; and 

(b) the total amount paid to the person as the attraction and/or retention allowance? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Ministerial Office 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

Department of Environment and Conservation 

(a) Ken Rayner, Specified Calling Level 5 

(b) $9 366 

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority 

(a) Professor Kingsley Dixon, Specified Calling Level 5 

(b) $20 018.90 

Water Corporation 

(a) No attraction allowance was paid. However, there was a retention allowance paid for the following 
positions: 

1.  Project Worker, Wages Level 5 
2.  Project Worker, Wages Level 5 
3.  Project Worker, Wages Level 5 
4.  Project Worker, Wages Level 5 
5.  Senior Asset Delivery Representative, Salary Level 6 

(b) 1. $8 000 
2. $8 000 
3. $8 000 
4. $6 000 
5. $2 731 

Office of the Environmental Protection Authority, Office of the Appeals Convenor, Swan River Trust, 
Zoological Parks Authority, Department of Water, Aqwest & Busselton Water Board 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES —  
ATTRACTION AND RETENTION ALLOWANCES 

6737. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

For 1 September 2010 to date can the Minister please provide: 

(a) for all departments and agencies under the Minister’s control, including the ministerial office, the 
names of people (for example, staff and consultants) and their salary level, who have been paid an 
attraction and/or retention allowance; and 

(b) the total amount paid to the person as the attraction and/or retention allowance? 
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Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Ministerial Office: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises for ministerial office staff paid by the Department for the period 
of 1 September 2010–1 November 2011: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Not applicable 

Mental Health Commission; Drug and Alcohol Office; Disability Services Commission 

(a)  No employees have been paid an attraction and/or retention allowance for period of 1 September 2010 
to 1 November 2011. 

(b)  Nil. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VEHICLE CLEANING 

6739. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Tourism 

For each department and agency within the Deputy Premier’s portfolios, since 10 March 2011: 

(a) how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency; 

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(c) if any vehicle is commercially cleaned, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; 

(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(e) if any vehicle is commercially detailed, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and 

(f) can the Deputy Premier please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or 
agency? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Date Range: 10 March 2011 to 1 November 2011 

Department of Health 

(a)  2151 

(b)–(c)  [See paper 4350.] 

(d)  Vehicles may be detailed prior to disposal or if deemed necessary. 

(e)  [See paper 4350.] 

(f)  $38,022.00 

Healthway 

(a)  6. 

(b)  Mobile car wash unit. 

(c) (i)  1CFW063 — $177.27 
1CWD642 — $136.36 
1CWO027 — $263.63 
1DGC079 — $77.27 
1DFN465 — $136.36 

(ii)  1CFW063 — on average once every month 
1CWD642 — on average once every 2 months 
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1CWO027 — on average once every month 
1DGC079 — on average once every 3 months 
1DFN465 — on average once every 3 months 

(iii)  Healthway office; 24 Outram St West Perth 6015. 

(iv)  Yes. 

(d)  Nil. 

(e)  Nil. 

(i)–(iv)  Not applicable.  

(f)  $790.89  

Health and Disability Services Complaints Office 

(a)  One 

(b)  Nil. 

(c)  Not applicable. 

(i)  Not applicable. 

(ii)  Vehicle has not been commercially cleaned 

(iii)–(iv)  Not applicable. 

(d)  Not applicable. 

(e)  Nil. 

(i)– (iv)  Not applicable. 

(f)  Not applicable. 

Tourism Western Australia 

(a)  20 

(b)  Fuel cards assigned to Tourism Western Australia vehicles provide for the use of car washing facilities 
at participating service stations. Tourism Western Australia policy requires vehicle custodians to keep 
vehicles in a clean, tidy and well maintained condition including regular washing. 

(c) (i)–(iv) [See paper 4350.]  

(c) (ii)  On an as required basis. Tourism Western Australia policy requires vehicle custodians to keep 
vehicles in a clean, tidy and well maintained condition including regular washing. 

(c) (iv)  Unknown. 

(d)  Detailing of vehicles occurs on an as-required basis, as identified by Tourism Western Australia’s 
Manager Business Services.  

(e) (i)  1DCT019 — $88.00. 

(ii)  On an as-required basis, as identified by Tourism Western Australia’s Manager Business 
Services. 

(iii)  21 Mounts Bay Road, Perth. 

(iv)  Yes. 

(f)  $532.80 

Rottnest Island Authority 

(a)  33 

(b)  Vehicles are generally washed by the main users, or the allocated business unit. Pool vehicles on 
Rottnest Island are commercially cleaned on a weekly or fortnightly basis. 

(c)  Five pool vehicles were commercially cleaned during the period. 

(i)  1DQE210 — $63.00  
SCV1043 — $562.80  
SCV1044 — $562.80  
1QBH734 — $281.40  
1CXK352 — $281.40  
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(ii)  Rottnest Island pool vehicles SCV1043 and SCV1044 are cleaned weekly and vehicles 
1QBH734 and 1CXK352 are cleaned fortnightly. Salaries and Allowances Tribunal (SAT), 
Senior Officer Vehicle Scheme (SOVS) and Government Vehicle Scheme (GVS) vehicles 
used on the mainland are occasionally cleaned at public car washes on a needs basis by the 
executive responsible for the vehicle. 

(iii)  SAT, SOVS and GVS are occasionally cleaned at public car washes. Island pool vehicle are 
cleaned at 1 Workshop Road Rottnest Island. 

(iv)  Yes unless it is a vehicle allocated to an executive on the mainland where it is done in the 
responsible executive’s own time. 

(d)  Vehicles are detailed only when disposed of or transferred between staff members. 

(e) (i)  CRM627 $150.00 

ICVO614 $150.00 

(ii)  Vehicles are not regularly detail cleaned. 

(iii)  1 Workshop Road Rottnest Island. 

(iv)  Yes unless it is a vehicle allocated to an executive on the mainland where it is done in the 
responsible executive’s own time. 

(f)  $2051.40 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VEHICLE CLEANING 

6741. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
State Development 

For each department and agency within the minister’s portfolios, since 10 March 2011: 

(a) how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency; 

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(c) if any vehicle is commercially cleaned, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; 

(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(e) if any vehicle is commercially detailed, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and 

(f) can the minister please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or agency? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

Gascoyne Development Commission 

(a)  Five 

(b)  Staff washing vehicles mostly 

(c)  (i)  Toyota Prado $165.00, Toyota Prado $320.00, Toyota Aurion $120.00 

(ii)  As required 

(iii)  21 Boundary Road, Carnarvon WA 6701 

(iv)  Yes 

(d)  Vehicles are not commercially detailed. 

(e)  Not applicable.  

(f)  $605.00 
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Goldfields Esperance Development Commission 

(a)  Two 

(b)  Custodian to maintain. 

(c)  Vehicles are not commercially cleaned. 

(d)  Vehicles are not commercially detailed. 

(e)  Not applicable.  

(f)  Nil 

Great Southern Development Commission 

(a)  Four  

(b)  Pool vehicles (3) are washed on a needs basis by Great Southern Personnel who employ workers with 
disabilities.  

CEO vehicle (1) is washed on a needs basis by local car wash company — Fat Cats. 

(c) (i)  Pool vehicles $766.70 

CEO vehicle $171.07 

(ii)  As required.  

(iii)  Pool vehicles — On site — GSDC premises 

CEO Vehicle 8 Vine Street, Albany (Fat Cats premises) 

(iv)  Yes. 

(d)  Vehicles are not commercially detailed. 

(e)  Not applicable. 

(f)  $937.77  

Kimberley Development Commission   

(a)  Six 

(b)  Custodian to maintain. 

(c)  Vehicles are not commercially cleaned.  

(d)  Vehicles are not commercially detailed. 

(e)  Not applicable.  

(f)  Nil 

LandCorp 

(a)  28 

(b)  LandCorp vehicles are provided with fuel cards which include a car wash option. 

(c)  Not applicable. 

(d)  Vehicles are not commercially detailed. 

(e)  Not applicable. 

(f)  Nil  

Landgate 

(a)   67 

(b)   Midland vehicles (29) are washed fortnightly by Intework, a community service company employing 
disabled staff.  

Mount Street vehicles (32) are washed as needed via carwash fuel cards; 

Bunbury (4) and Albany (1) vehicles are washed by staff and also when serviced; 

Floreat vehicle (1) is washed on site by staff. 

(c)  (i)  Midland passenger vehicles $18.00 each; commercial vehicles $27.50 each. These prices 
include vacuuming.  
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(ii)  Generally Midland vehicles are washed fortnightly; Other vehicles as required. 

(iii)  Midland vehicles are cleaned on site. 

(iv)  Midland — yes; Mount Street — office hours /after hours when refuelling; Floreat — yes; 
Bunbury and Albany — times vary and are not documented. 

(d)  Vehicles are not commercially detailed. 

(e)  Not applicable. 

(f)  $3 331.90  

Department of Regional Development and Lands  

(a)  31. 

(b)  Prior to moving to a single metropolitan location at 140 William Street, Perth, vehicles located at 
1 Midland Square, Midland, were washed by a not for profit organisation, Intework Inc, which provides 
opportunities for people with disabilities. The cost of that service was $25 per vehicle for a full vacuum 
and wash. Discounted rates were applied for washing only and dependent on the size of the vehicles. 
Vehicles located at Dumas House were either cleaned by staff or washed at fuel stations and paid for 
using fuel cards. Currently, all vehicles are washed using the standard fuel card service. 

(c)  (i) — (iv)  Not applicable. 

(d)  Cleaning of red dust when vehicles are driven in country locations on gravel roads. 

(e)  There are no regular arrangements for detailing.  

(i)  June 2011 undercarriage cleaned — $300.00  
June 2011 detailing — $287.73 
November 2011 detailing — $463.45  
(All figures are GST exclusive.) 

(ii)  Not applicable. 

(iii)  Detailing is arranged by the State Government fleet management provider Fleetcare Australia 
and is generally organised at the workplace through a mobile cleaning provider. 

(iv)  Yes. 

(v)  Costs since March 2011 — $1,914 (washing and detailing). 

Mid West Development Commission   

(a)  Three 

(b)  Commercial wash as required 

(c) (i)  One vehicle was washed on three occasions:  
 

Cost  Service Date 
$ 90.00  Wash & Vacuum 29/03/2011 
$ 90.00  Wash & Vacuum 31/08/2011 
$ 90.00  Wash & Vacuum 19/09/2011 

One vehicle was washed on one occasion:  
Cost  Service Date 
$ 65.00  Wash & Vacuum 05/04/2011 

One was not washed commercially.  

(ii)  This is determined by the use of each vehicle ie. sealed/ unsealed road travel 

(iii)  Geraldton Car Wash, Lester Avenue, Geraldton  

(iv)  Vehicles are cleaned during office hours 

(d)  Vehicles are not commercially detailed. 

(e)  Not applicable. 

(f)  $335.00  

Peel Development Commission 

(a)  Four 
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(b)  Custodian to maintain. 

(c)  ehicles are not commercially cleaned.  

(d)  Vehicles are not commercially detailed. 

(e)  Not applicable.  

(f)  Nil 

Pilbara Development Commission 

(a)  Six 

(b)  Custodian to maintain. 

(c)  Vehicles are not commercially cleaned.  

(d)  Vehicles are not commercially detailed. 

(e)  Not applicable.  

(f)  Nil 

South West Development Commission 

(a)  12. 

(b)  Custodian to maintain. 

(c)  (i)  One — $12 

(ii)  As needed. 

(iii)  Bunbury Carwash, 4 Broadway, Pelican Point. 

(iv)  Yes. 

(d)  Vehicles are not commercially detailed.   

(e)  (i) (iv)  Not applicable.  

(f)  $12. 

Wheatbelt Development Commission 

(a)  Nine 

(b)  Custodian to maintain. 

(c)  (i)  $187.00  

$154.00  

(ii)  End of lease prior to returning to SG Fleet. 

(iii)  24 Morrell Street, Northam WA 6401. 

(iv)  Yes. 

(d)–(e)  As above. 

(f)  Nil 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VEHICLE CLEANING 

6744. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance; Commerce; Small Business 

For each department and agency within the minister’s portfolios, since 10 March 2011: 

(a) how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency; 

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(c) if any vehicle is commercially cleaned, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; 

(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(e) if any vehicle is commercially detailed, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 
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(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and 

(f) can the minister please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or agency? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

Department of Commerce  

(a)  213 vehicles as at 1 November 2011 

(b)  There are no commercial cleaning arrangements for the Department of Commerce vehicles.  The 
vehicles are cleaned and washed at service stations using the vehicles’ fuel cards. 

(c)  (i)–(iv)  Not applicable 

(d)  Commercial car detailing is only permitted in exceptional circumstances. 

(e)  (i)  Nil 

(ii)–(iv) Not applicable 

(f)  Not applicable 

Department of Finance  

Following the split of the Department of Treasury and Finance on 1 July 2011, vehicles were allocated to the 
new departments. Vehicle cleaning costs for the period 10 March to 30 June 2011 have been included in the total 
cleaning costs. 

(a)  103 vehicles as at 1 November 2011 

(b)  There are no commercial cleaning arrangements for the Department of Finance vehicles.  The vehicles 
are cleaned and washed at service stations using the vehicles’ fuel cards. 

(c)  No commercial cleaning arrangements are provided for Department of Finance vehicles. 

(i)-(iv) Not applicable 

(d)  No commercial detailing arrangements are provided for Department of Finance vehicles. 

(e) (i)-(iv)  Not applicable 

(f)  The Department of Finance came into operation on 1 July 2011. During the period 1 July to 
1 November 2011 cleaning costs for Department of Finance vehicles totalled $480.55 including GST, 
equating to an average of $15.50 per vehicles cleaned. 

Small Business Development Corporation 

(a)  Seven  

(b)  Regular drivers are responsible for washing of the vehicles and are authorised to put the vehicle through 
a service station car wash from time to time. 

(c)  (i)–(ii) There are no commercial cleaning arrangements for Small Business Development 
Corporation vehicles.  The vehicles are cleaned and washed at service stations using the 
vehicles’ fuel cards. 

(iii)  Vehicles were washed at various service stations. 

(iv)  Vehicles are not cleaned during office hours. 

(d)  Vehicles are not detailed. 

(e) (i)–(iv) Not applicable 

(f)  Not applicable 

Department of the Registrar, Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission 

(a)  One 

(b)  sgFleet Pty Ltd fuel cards 

(c)  Nil 

(i)–(iv)  Not applicable 

(d)  Nil 
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(e)  Nil 

(i)–(iv)  Not applicable 

(f)  Not applicable 

WorkCover WA 

(a)  14 

(b)  Vehicles are washed at petrol stations using BP/ Caltex Fuel Cards 

(c)  (i)  Nil 

(ii)–(iv)  Not applicable 

(e)  (i)–(iv)  Not applicable 

(f)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VEHICLE CLEANING 

6745. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

For each department and agency within the minister’s portfolios, since 10 March 2011: 

(a) how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency; 

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(c) if any vehicle is commercially cleaned, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; 

(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(e) if any vehicle is commercially detailed, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and 

(f) can the minister please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or agency? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia (FESA): 

(a) 564 Operational and support vehicles. 

(b) Vehicles are required to be cleaned by custodians or brigades. Occasionally external cleaning occurs 
when deemed necessary after attendance at an incident or work related travel. 

(c) Vehicles are required to be cleaned by custodians or brigades. Occasionally, external cleaning occurs 
when deemed necessary after attendance at an incident or work related travel. The requested responses 
require the retrieval of archived records and would take a significant effort to collate as only high level 
data is available from relevant information systems. 

(d) Vehicles are required to be cleaned by custodians or brigades. Occasionally, external cleaning occurs 
when deemed necessary after attendance at an incident or work related travel. 

(e) Vehicles are required to be cleaned by custodians or brigades. Occasionally external cleaning occurs 
when deemed necessary after attendance at an incident or work related travel. The requested responses 
require the retrieval of archived records and would take a significant effort to collate as only high level 
data is available from relevant information systems. 

(f) Total vehicle related cleaning costs are $2,470.00. As outlined in (c) and (e) above FESA is unable to 
provide subtotals for each vehicle. 

Office of Road Safety 

(a) 3 
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(b) Hand washed by custodians 

(c)–(e) Not applicable. 

Western Australia Police 

(a) The Western Australia Police vehicle fleet as at 1 November 2011 comprised of 1329 vehicles, of 
which 1258 are leased and 71 are owned vehicles. 

The total fleet number includes patrol motor cycles, light and heavy commercial vehicles and purpose 
built vehicles. It excludes leased vehicles in transit, quad-bikes, trail bikes, trailers, caravans, tractor / 
tow-motors and ride-on-movers, covert vehicles and short term vehicles associated with CHOGM. 

(b) The WA Police Manual directs that police vehicles are to be maintained in a clean and serviceable 
condition at all times. The cleaning of vehicles is managed at a local level by the business area utilising 
the vehicle. In the event that a vehicle sustains malicious damage/vandalism during operational use, a 
variety of methods, including commercial car washes or vehicle detailing could be utilised to clean the 
vehicle. 

(c) As the cleaning of WA Police vehicles is managed and undertaken at a local level, no central record of 
car washing arrangements/costs are maintained. 

(d) Refer to responses to questions (b) and (c) above. 

(e) Refer to response to question (c) above. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VEHICLE CLEANING 

6746. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming 

For each department and agency within the minister’s portfolios, since 10 March 2011: 

(a) how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency; 

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(c) if any vehicle is commercially cleaned, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; 

(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(e) if any vehicle is commercially detailed, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and 

(f) can the minister please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or agency? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

DEPARTMENT OF SPORT AND RECREATION 

(a) 41 

(b) Vehicles are washed as required at the fleet company’s approved service station drive through car wash 
facilities. 

(c) No vehicles were commercially cleaned during this period. 

(d) As required. 

(e) No vehicles were commercially detailed during this period 

(f) $215.45 

VENUESWEST 

(a) There are 12 vehicles in VenuesWest’s fleet 

(b) Vehicles are washed as required at approved fleet car washes 
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(c) No vehicle is commercially cleaned 

(d) No 

(e) Not Applicable 

(f) $64.54  

DEPARTMENT OF RACING, GAMING AND LIQUOR 

(a) 10 

(b) Director General’s vehicle is washed monthly. Pool vehicles are only washed as needed on an ad hoc 
basis. 

(c) Director General’s vehicle $60 

(i) One pool vehicle cleaned since 10 March 2011 due to spillage $100. 

(ii) Hyatt Centre 

(iii) Yes 

(iv) None. 

(jj) Not Applicable 

(d)–(e) Not Applicable 

(f) $520 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VEHICLE CLEANING 

6748. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development; Indigenous Affairs 

For each department and agency within the minister’s portfolios, since 10 March 2011: 

(a) how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency; 

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(c) if any vehicle is commercially cleaned, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; 

(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(e) if any vehicle is commercially detailed, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and 

(f) can the minister please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or agency? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a) 42 

(b) Most Department of Indigenous Affairs (DIA) vehicles are home garaged by DIA staff, who are 
responsible for their cleaning. However, where vehicles are lightly soiled as a result of operational 
activity, the vehicle may be cleaned through a commercial car wash. 

(c) [See paper 4336.] 

(d)  Vehicles are only commercially detailed when heavily soiled from operational activity. 

(e)  [See paper 4336.] 

(f)  $1,469.25 
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Office of Energy 

(a)  Four. 

(b)  Car wash available on fuel cards only. 

(c)  Not applicable. 

(d)  No detailing arrangements are provided for Office of Energy vehicles. 

(e)  Not applicable. 

(f)  Total vehicle cleaning costs for the Office of Energy for the period from 10 March 2011 to 1 November 
2011 was $25.00. 

Independent Market Operator 

(a)–(f)  Not applicable. 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(a)  76. 

(b)  Custodians of central office vehicles are personally responsible for washing and cleaning vehicles 
assigned to them. If additional cleaning is required, central office vehicles are commercially washed or 
cleaned. 

The Director General’s vehicle, WestOne vehicles, Education and Training International (ETI) vehicles 
and regional pool vehicles are commercially washed and cleaned as required. 

Vocational Training and Education Centre (VTEC) vehicles are washed and cleaned by VTEC. 

(c)  (i)  Central office vehicles — $41.25 (per clean and wash together)  
Director General’s vehicle — $38.50 (per clean and wash together) 
WestOne — $19.80 (per clean and wash together) 
ETI — $66.00 (per clean and wash together) 
Regional pool vehicles — $75 (per clean and wash together)  

(ii)  Central office vehicles — As required 
Director General’s vehicle — As required 
WestOne vehicles — Fortnightly subject to vehicle availability 
ETI vehicles — Monthly subject to vehicle availability  
Regional pool vehicles — As required 

(iii)  Prior to the relocation of the Department to the Optima Centre on 18 April 2011, the Director 
General’s vehicle and central office vehicles were commercially washed and cleaned at 
151 Royal Street, East Perth.  

As vehicle washing and cleaning is not permitted at the Optima Centre, the Director General’s 
vehicle and central office vehicles are now commercially cleaned at various locations off site. 

WestOne vehicles — 1 Prospect Place, West Perth 
ETI vehicles — 123 Adelaide Terrace, East Perth 
Regional pool vehicles — various locations 

(iv)  Vehicles are washed and cleaned during office hours. 

(d)  Nil 

(e)  Not applicable. 

(f)  Central Office vehicles — $82.50 (Inc GST)  
Director General’s vehicle — $38.50 (Inc GST) 
WestOne vehicles — $435.60 (Inc GST) 
ETI vehicles — $2376.00 (Inc GST)  
Regional pool vehicles — $150.00 (Inc GST) 
Subtotal: $3,082.60 (inc GST) 

Central Institute of Technology 

(a)  34 vehicles 

(b)  Fuel cards supplied with each vehicle have authorised "Car Wash" for cleaning purposes. 

(c)–(f) Nil 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(a)  40 
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(b)  Senior Executive Service cars commercially cleaned. Remainder of cars are cleaned by staff members. 

(c)  (i)  1DLP585 — $306.00 
1DGX092 — $238.00 
1DFP681 — $425.00 
1DIJ944 — $306.00 
1DKT601 — $289.00 

(ii)  On as needs basis 

(iii)  1 Fleet Street, Fremantle 

(iv)  Vehicles are cleaned during office hours 

(d)  Nil 

(e)  Not applicable. 

(f)  $1,564.00 

C Y O’Connor Institute of Technology 

(a)  39 

(b)  Vehicles cleaned on an ‘as needs’ basis. 

(c)  (i)  1QBM 765 — $75.00 
1QBM 404 — $110.00 
1QBE 355 — $40.00 

(ii) On an ‘as needs’ basis 

(iii)  Barrack Street, Merredin 

(iv)  Vehicles are cleaned during office hours 

(d)  Nil 

(e)  Not applicable. 

(f)  $225.00 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(a)  22 

(b)  Durack’s Geraldton vehicles are cleaned by a local cleaning company.  

Carnarvon, Exmouth and Wiluna Campus vehicles cleaned by staff. 

(c)  (i)  Wagons cleaned at $95 per wash 
4WDs and Buses cleaned at $110 per wash (more if there is red dirt) 

(ii)  Vehicles are cleaned as required, approximately every 6 weeks for 4WD, wagons once a term 
and buses twice annually. 

(iii)  Vehicles are cleaned by Pin Point Cleaning at the Geraldton Campus.  
175 Fitzgerald Street Geraldton.  

(iv)  All vehicles are cleaned during office hours 

(d)  Wash and Vacuum 

(e)  Nil 

(f)  $3,800 for the period up to 31 August (September and October invoices are yet to be received). 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(a)  23 

(b)  Pool cars, buses and trucks washed by casual employee. Home garaged cars are cleaned by staff user. 

(c)  (i)  Managing Director’s car — $200 

(ii)  Vehicle cleaned as required 

(iii)  Buff and Polish, Minna Street, Albany 

(iv)  Vehicle is cleaned during office hours 

(d)  Nil 
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(e)  Not applicable. 

(f)  $200 

Kimberley Training Institute 

(a)  44 leased and 8 owned vehicles 

(b)  Washing undertaken on rotational basis by Level 1 Campus technician 

(c)  Nil 

(d)–(f) Not applicable. 

Pilbara Institute 

(a)  28 

(b)  Washing undertaken by staff users. 

(c)  Nil 

(d)–(f) Not applicable. 

Polytechnic West 

(a)  69 

(b)  Cleaning is undertaken by officers who have vehicles allocated to them. 

(c)  No vehicles are commercially cleaned, however in certain circumstances such as when a vehicle has 
returned from country travel on gravel roads, or where local road works have been encountered, a 
commercial car wash facility may be used.  

(d)  Nil 

(e)–(f) Not applicable. 

South West Institute of Technology 

(a)  20 vehicles. 

(b)  Campus Wardens hand wash vehicles on Saturdays. 

(c)–(d) Nil 

(e)–(f) Not applicable. 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(a)  17 

(b)  Managing Director’s vehicle and Hospitality van are commercially cleaned. 

Vehicle custodians of other vehicles are responsible for cleaning their assigned cars. 

(c)  (i)  1DAW 627 — $127.28 (plus GST) 

1DPC 993 — $60.00 (plus GST) 

(ii)  Cleaned on an ‘as needs’ basis 

(iii)  35 Kendrew Cr, Joondalup 

(iv)  Vehicles are cleaned during office hours 

(d)  Nil 

(e)  Not applicable. 

(f)  $187.28 

Department of Education Services 

(a)  Nine 

(b)  Five vehicles are allocated a car wash option on the fuel card. Four vehicles are washed by their drivers 
at their own expense. 

(c)  Not applicable 

(d)  None 

(e)  Not applicable 
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(f)  Of the five vehicles allocated a car wash option, three had costs as follows: 
 

Vehicle 1 $75.00 
Vehicle 2 $18.00 
Vehicle 3 $10.00 
Vehicle 4 Nil 
Vehicle 5 Nil 
Total $103.00 

Construction Training Fund 

(a)  4 

(b)  Washing is carried out by the officer who home garages the vehicle at their own expense. 

(c)  (i) $60.00 

(ii)  One vehicle once for a careers expo 

(iii)  At 40 Hasler Road Osborne Park 

(iv)  Yes 

(d)  No vehicle is detailed 

(e)  Not Applicable 

(f)  $60.00 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VEHICLE CLEANING 

6751. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

For each department and agency within the minister’s portfolios, since 10 March 2011: 

(a) how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency; 

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(c) if any vehicle is commercially cleaned, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; 

(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(e) if any vehicle is commercially detailed, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and 

(f) can the minister please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or agency? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

The following answer refers to the period from 10 March 2011 to 1 November 2011, unless otherwise stated.  

National Trust of Australia (Western Australia) 

No vehicles are allocated to the National Trust of Australia (WA). The National Trust purchases all its vehicles. 

Department of Local Government including the Office of Multicultural Interests 

(a) 18 (as at 1 November 2011). 

(b) Washing arrangements are made at the discretion of the driver. 

(c) No vehicles are commercially cleaned. 

(d) The user is responsible for the detailing of the vehicle. 

(e) Not applicable 
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(f) $42.90. 

Heritage Council of Western Australia 

(a) 2 (as at 1 November 2011).  

(b) Washing arrangements are made at the discretion of the driver. 

(c) No vehicles are commercially cleaned. 

(d) The user is responsible for the detailing of the vehicle. 

(e) Not applicable 

(f) Nil 

Metropolitan Cemeteries Board 

(a) 27 (as at 1 November 2011). 

(b) Washing arrangements are made at the discretion of the driver. 

(c) No vehicles are commercially cleaned. 

(d) The user is responsible for the detailing of the vehicle. 

(e) Not applicable 

(f) Nil 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VEHICLE CLEANING 

6753. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Environment; Water 

For each department and agency within the minister’s portfolios, since 10 March 2011: 

(a) how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency; 

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(c) if any vehicle is commercially cleaned, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; 

(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(e) if any vehicle is commercially detailed, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and 

(f) can the minister please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or agency? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

(a)–(f) [See paper 4338.] 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — VEHICLE CLEANING 

6754. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

(a) how many vehicles are allocated to the department or agency; 

(b) what washing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(c) if any vehicle is commercially cleaned, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are cleaned during office hours; 
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(d) what detailing arrangements are provided for each vehicle; 

(e) if any vehicle is commercially detailed, please advise: 

(i) the cost breakdown for each vehicle and cleaning bill; 

(ii) how often each vehicle is booked in to be commercially cleaned; 

(iii) the address where the vehicle is cleaned; and 

(iv) whether vehicles are detailed during office hours; and 

(f) can the minister please provide a subtotal of a vehicle’s cleaning costs for each department or agency? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Mental Health Commission 

(a)  8 

(b)–(e)  The Mental Health Commission does not have a fixed schedule for car wash. This is at the discretion of 
the driver. Fuel cards include carwash facilities.  

(f)  $103.00 

Drug and Alcohol Office 

(a)  13 

(b)–(e)  The Drug and Alcohol Office does not have a fixed schedule for car wash. This is at the discretion of 
the driver. Fuel cards include carwash facilities.  

(f)  $394.45 

Disability Services Commission 

(a)  373 

(b)  Bioffice, wash and vacuum, 13 vehicles, commenced 13 May 2011.  
Intework (Gosnells), wash and vacuum, 4 vehicles.  
Intework (Midland), wash and vacuum, 9 vehicles. 
Intework (Stirling), wash and vacuum, 6 vehicles  
South Metropolitan Personnel Inc., wash and vacuum, 61 vehicles. 
Southern Cross Detailing, wash and vacuum, 8 vehicles.  

Ceased arrangements. 
Intework (Stirling), wash and vacuum, 16 vehicles, ceased 30 April 2011. 

(c)  (i)  Bioffice. 
Cost per car wash per vehicle — $45.00. 
Intework (Gosnells, Midland, Stirling) 
Cost per car wash per vehicle — $10.00 to $18.00. 
South Metropolitan Personnel Inc. 
Cost per car wash per vehicle — $17.00. 
Southern Cross Detailing 
Cost per car wash per vehicle — $36.36. 

(ii)  Bioffice, 11 to 12 times per annum. 
Intework (Gosnells), 11 to 13 times per annum. 
Intework (Midland), 10 to 13 times per annum. 
Intework (Stirling), 11 to 13 times per annum.  
South Metropolitan Personnel Inc., 6–9 times per annum. 
Southern Cross Detailing, 12 times per annum.  

(iii)  8 Davidson Terrace, Joondalup. 
15 Hillview Terrace, East Victoria Park. 
130 Lord Street, Eden Hill. 
64 Boulton Street, Dianella. 
71–73 Norma Road, Myaree. 
146–160 Colin Street, West Perth.  

(iv)  13 cleaned Saturday morning (Bioffice), all others weekdays between 8.30am and 4.00pm. 

(d)   None. 

(e)  (i)–(iv) Not applicable. 

(f)  $10,876.86 excluding GST. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — 2009–10 ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6758. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands; Minister assisting the Minister for 
State Development 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2009–2010, can 
the Minister please provide:  

(a) production costs; and  

(b) distributing costs? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

Gascoyne Development Commission 

(a)  $2 806.50 

(b)  $30.00 

Goldfields Esperance Development Commission 

(a)  $9 750.00 

(b)  Nil 

Great Southern Development Commission 

(a)  $1 591.00 

(b)  $30.00  

Kimberley Development Commission 

(a)  $75.00 

(b)  $58.00 

LandCorp 

(a)  $28 076.00 

(b)  $11.00  

Landgate 

(a)  $2 021.00 

(b)  $672.00 

Department of Regional Development and Lands  

(a)  $4 394.50  

(b)  Nil.  

Mid West Development Commission 

(a)  $664.00 

(b)  $20.85  

Peel Development Commission 

(a)  $4 849.20 

(b)  $10.00 

Pilbara Development Commission 

(a)  Nil 

(b)  Not applicable.  

South West Development Commission 

(a)  Nil.  

(b)  Not applicable. 

Wheatbelt Development Commission 

(a)  $1 281.00 

(b)  $36.00 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — 2009–10 ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6762. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2009–2010, can 
the Minister please provide:  

(a) production costs; and  

(b) distributing costs? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia (FESA): 

(a)  Production costs — $16,372 

(b)  Distribution costs — $25.00 

Office of Road Safety 

(a)–(b)  The Office of Road Safety is administratively supported as part of Main Roads WA and as such the 
response will be included in the MRWA response under the Minister for Transport. 

Western Australia Police 

(a)  $20,741 

(b)  Distribution cost (postage) $750  

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — 2009–10 ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6763. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2009–2010, can 
the Minister please provide:  

(a) production costs; and  

(b) distributing costs? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

DEPARTMENT OF SPORT AND RECREATION 

(a)  $4,246.25 

(b)  $0 

VENUESWEST 

(a)  $7,308.90 

(b)  $462.00 

DEPARTMENT OF RACING, GAMING AND LIQUOR 

(a)  $45,061 (four agencies) 

(b)  $40 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — 2009–10 ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6765. Mr E.S. Ripper to minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce Development; 
Indigenous Affairs 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2009–2010, can 
the Minister please provide:  

(a) production costs; and  

(b) distributing costs? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a)  $9,180.20 

(b)  Nil 

Office of Energy 

(a)  Printing $738 
Graphic design services $2 475 
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Distribution $10 
Staff coordination costs (internal) $8 355 
TOTAL $11 578 

(b)  See (a). The distribution costs are an estimate only, based on minor postage within Australia. 

Independent Market Operator 

(a)  $3,333.00, inclusive GST. 

(b)  $57.42, inclusive GST. 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(a)  $52, 404 

(b)  approximately $100 in postage costs 

The figures below are for the production and distribution of the 2009 annual reports, as the State Training 
Providers report on a calendar year rather than a financial year basis. 

Central Institute of Technology 

(a)  $5,314 

(b)  < $50 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(a)  $6,820 

(b)  $20 

C Y O'Connor Institute of Technology 

(a)  $14,616 

(b)  Nil  

Durack Institute of Technology 

(a)  $3,537.00 

(b)  $203 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(a)  $8,300 

(b)  $30 

Kimberley Training Institute 

(a)  $3,204.08 

(b)  $52.78 

Pilbara Institute 

(a)  $23,890 

(b)  $157.84 

Polytechnic West 

(a)  $9,225 

(b)  $25 

South West Institute of Technology 

(a)  $3,157.55 

(b)  $53.55 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(a)  $8,000 

(b)  Nil 

Department of Education Services 

Training Accreditation Council Annual Report: 

(a)  $4,726.03 



 [ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 1 December 2011] 10533 

 

(b)  Estimated $16.00 for postal and courier costs (for 13 hard copies for mandatory tabling in Parliament 
and deposition to the State and National Libraries). The estimate is the same as the 2010–11 cost 
because postal and courier records for the same time in 2010 are no longer readily available.  

Construction Training Fund 

(a)  $7,500 

(b)  $100 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — 2009–10 ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6768. Mr E.S. Ripper to Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2009–2010, can 
the Minister please provide:  

(a) production costs; and  

(b) distributing costs? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

Department of Local Government including the Office of Multicultural Interests 

(a)–(b)  Content, design work and printing completed 'in-house'. 

Local Government Standards Panel 

(a)–(b)  All work completed 'in-house'. 

Local Government Advisory Board 

(a)–(b)  All work completed 'in-house'. 

Western Australian Local Government Grants Commission 

(a)–(b)  All work completed 'in-house'. 

Heritage Council of Western Australia 

(a)  $3,877 

(b)  Nil 

Metropolitan Cemeteries Board 

(a)   $2072.50 

(b)  Distribution of the document is done in accordance with the guidelines prescribed within the Annual 
Reporting Framework. A limited number of hard copies are produced. Members of the public are 
encouraged to peruse the document online via the Board's website. Distribution costs are small and 
estimated to be approximately $40.00. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — 2009–10 ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6770. Mr E.S. Ripper to Minister for Environment; Water 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2009–2010, can 
the Minister please provide:  

(a) production costs; and  

(b) distributing costs? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Department of Environment and Conservation 

(a)  $8 195 

(b)  Nil 

Conservation Commission 

(a)  $30 

(b)  Nil 

Keep Australia Beautiful Council 

(a)  $2 225 

(b)  Nil 
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Marine Parks and Reserves Authority 

(a)  $574.20 

(b)  Nil 

Waste Authority 

(a)  $80 

(b)  Nil 

Office of the Environmental Protection Authority 

(a)  $368 

(b)  Nil 

Swan River Trust 

(a)  $5 820 

(b)  Nil 

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority 

(a)  $414.84 

(b)  $33.08 

Zoological Parks Authority 

(a)  $3 393.50 

(b)  $20 

Department of Water 

(a)  $11 874 

(b)  Nil 

Water Corporation 

(a)  $35 377 

(b)  $2 319 

Busselton Water Board 

(a)  $903.04 

(b)  $79.98 

Aqwest 

(a)  $4 384 

(b)  $3 477 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — 2009–10 ANNUAL REPORT COSTS 

6771. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

For each annual report produced by agencies under control of the Minister for the financial year 2009–2010, can 
the Minister please provide:  

(a) production costs; and  

(b) distributing costs? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Mental Health Commission 

(a)–(b)  Costs of production and distribution of the 2009/10 Annual Report are not available. The Commission 
had only been in operation for 4 months. All work was undertaken in house. 

Drug and Alcohol Office 

(a)  Production costs for the Drug and Alcohol Office's annual report for 2009–2010 were $26,538. 

(b)  Nil. 

Disability Services Commission  

(a)  $21,229 

(b)  Nil 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — MEDIA MONITORING SERVICES 

6777. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Education 

Since May 2011 for each Government Department or Agency under the Minister’s control, including the 
Ministerial Office, I ask: 

(a) are media monitoring services provided, and if yes: 

(i) which firm or firms currently provide a media monitoring service; 

(b) what is the cost of the contract/s; 

(c) since 1 June 2010 how much has been paid for media monitoring services; 

(d) what is the duration of the contract/s; and 

(e) when did the contract/s commence? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

The timeframe period of 1 May 2011 to 1 November 2011 has been used for the responses. 

Ministerial Office 

(a)–(e)  The Department of the Premier and Cabinet provides media monitoring services to Ministerial Offices 
through the Media Monitoring Unit of the Media Office. 

Department of Education 

(a)  Yes. 

(i)  media Monitors. 

(b)  The evaluation report for the tender process estimated cost of the media monitoring services at 
$175 000 over five years. 

(c)  $81 782 paid from 1 June 2010 to 31 October 2011. 

(d)  One year with four one-year options to extend the contract 

(e)  November 2007. The contract was negotiated under the previous Western Australian Government. 

Country High School Hostels Authority 

(a)  No. 

(b)–(e)  Not applicable. 

Public Education Endowment Trust 

(a)  No. 

(b)–(e)  Not applicable. 

Curriculum Council of WA 

(a)  No. 

(b)–(e)  Not applicable. 

Department of Education Services 

(a)  No. 

(b)–(e)  Not applicable. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — MEDIA MONITORING SERVICES 

6779. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services; Road Safety 

Since May 2011 for each Government Department or Agency under the Minister’s control, including the 
Ministerial Office, I ask: 

(a) are media monitoring services provided, and if yes: 

(i) which firm or firms currently provide a media monitoring service; 

(b) what is the cost of the contract/s; 

(c) since 1 June 2010 how much has been paid for media monitoring services; 

(d) what is the duration of the contract/s; and 

(e) when did the contract/s commence? 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

Ministerial Office 

(a)-(e)  Department of the Premier and Cabinet provides media monitoring services to Ministerial Offices 
through the Media Monitoring Unit of the Media Office." 

Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia (FESA) 

(a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitors 

(b)  The cost of the contract varies from month to month, based on clip numbers and broadcast summaries. 
The average monthly cost of the service for the period between  

1 June 2010 and 31 October 2011 was $7420.55 including GST. 

(c)  The cost of the media monitoring since 1 June 2010 is $126,149.46 (GST inclusive). 

(d)  The existing contract was renewed in July 2007 and is ongoing until terminated by either party. 

(e)  The contract commenced under the previous government on 21 April 2007.  

Office of Road Safety 

(a)–(e)  The Office of Road Safety is administratively supported as part of Main Roads WA and as such the 
response will be included in the MRWA response under the Minister for Transport. 

Western Australia Police 

(a)  Yes. 

(i)  Government of Western Australia, Department of the Premier and Cabinet, Media Monitoring 
Unit (MMU). 

(b)  No charge. 

(c)  Nil. 

(d)  N/A 

(e)  MMU commenced July 2010. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — MEDIA MONITORING SERVICES 

6780. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Sport and Recreation; Racing and Gaming 

Since May 2011 for each Government Department or Agency under the Minister’s control, including the 
Ministerial Office, I ask: 

(a) are media monitoring services provided, and if yes: 

(i) which firm or firms currently provide a media monitoring service; 

(b) what is the cost of the contract/s; 

(c) since 1 June 2010 how much has been paid for media monitoring services; 

(d) what is the duration of the contract/s; and 

(e) when did the contract/s commence? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

MINISTERIAL OFFICE 

(a)–(e)  Department of the Premier and Cabinet provides media monitoring services to Ministerial Offices 
through the Media Monitoring Unit of the Media Office. 

DEPARTMENT OF SPORT AND RECREATION 

(a)  No. 

(b)–(e)  Not applicable 

VENUESWEST 

(a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitors Australia 

(b)  There is no contract. Media monitoring is requested on an ad hoc basic 
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(c)  $1463.84 

(d)  There is no contract. Media monitoring is requested on an ad hoc basic 

(e)  There is no contract. Media monitoring is requested on an ad hoc basic. 

DEPARTMENT OF RACING, GAMING AND LIQUOR 

(a)  No. 

(b)–(e)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — MEDIA MONITORING SERVICES 

6782. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Energy; Training and Workforce 
Development; Indigenous Affairs 

Since May 2011 for each Government Department or Agency under the Minister’s control, including the 
Ministerial Office, I ask: 

(a) are media monitoring services provided, and if yes: 

(i) which firm or firms currently provide a media monitoring service; 

(b) what is the cost of the contract/s; 

(c) since 1 June 2010 how much has been paid for media monitoring services; 

(d) what is the duration of the contract/s; and 

(e) when did the contract/s commence? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Ministerial Office 

(a)-(e)  Department of the Premier and Cabinet provides media monitoring services to Ministerial Offices 
through the Media Monitoring Unit of the Media Office. 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

(a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitors 

(b)  Approximately $28,000 per year; however, this varies based on the number of media articles provided 
in a year. 

(c)  $39,580.56 

(d)  Twelve months. 

(e)  1 July 2010 

Office of Energy 

(a)  Yes. 

(i)  Media Monitors. 

(b),(d),(e) No signed contract is held. The Office of Energy has a month by month media monitoring 
arrangement in place. 

(c)  $9 508.34 

Independent Market Operator 

(a)–(e)  Not applicable. 

Department of Training and Workforce Development 

(a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitors 

(b)  The amount paid per month varies in accordance with media activity relating to the Department. There 
is a monthly service fee of $385 for the 'Mediaportal' service, and a monthly fee of $256.36 for web 
hosting service. There are additional 'per item' fees for services such as alerts, press clippings and video 
clips. 

(c)  DTWD had no media monitoring arrangements in place prior to 19 November 2010. Amount since that 
time is $34,298.69, inclusive of GST. 
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(d)  Initial contract was for one year. Contract is now in its second year and can be terminated by either 
party with one month's notice. 

(e)  19 November 2010. 

Central Institute of Technology 

(a)  No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Challenger Institute of Technology 

(a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitors 

(b)  $10,000 

(c)  $13,442 

(d)  12 months 

(e)  July 2011 

C Y O'Connor Institute of Technology 

(a)  No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Durack Institute of Technology 

(a)  No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Great Southern Institute of Technology 

(a)  No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Kimberley Training Institute 

(a)  No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Pilbara Institute 

(a)  No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Polytechnic West 

(a)  No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

South West Institute of Technology 

(a)  No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

West Coast Institute of Training 

(a)  No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Department of Education Services 

(a)  No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 

Construction Training Fund 

(a)  No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — MEDIA MONITORING SERVICES 

6785. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Local Government; Heritage; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

Since May 2011 for each Government Department or Agency under the Minister’s control, including the 
Ministerial Office, I ask: 

(a) are media monitoring services provided, and if yes: 

(i) which firm or firms currently provide a media monitoring service; 

(b) what is the cost of the contract/s; 

(c) since 1 June 2010 how much has been paid for media monitoring services; 

(d) what is the duration of the contract/s; and 

(e) when did the contract/s commence? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI replied: 

The following answer refers to the period from 1 May 2011 to 1 November 2011. 

Ministerial Office 

(a)–(e)  Department of the Premier and Cabinet provides media monitoring services to 

Ministerial Offices through the Media Monitoring Unit of the Media Office. 

Metropolitan Cemeteries Board 

(a)  No 

(b)–(e) Not applicable 

Heritage Council of Western Australia 

(a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitors. 

(b)  Base contract for monitoring service and web hosting is $905.10 a month with additional costs per press 
clipping ($2.72), press briefing extract ($1.93), press copyright ($1.21), broadcast summaries ($1.36), 
and News Alerts (Metro $3.05, Regional $3.85 and Internet $3.85).  

(c)  The following answer refers to the period from 1 June 2010 to 1 November 2011. 

$52,317.31. 

(d)  Yearly Contract. 

(e)  1 November 2006. 

Department of Local Government including the Office of Multicultural Interests 

(a)   Yes 

(i)   Media Monitors. 

(b)   $457.85 (including GST) per month plus the cost of relevant clips. 

(c)   Between 1 June 2010 and 1 November 2011 — $44,586.99 (including GST). 

(d)   Ongoing. 

(e)   1 February 2009. . 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — MEDIA MONITORING SERVICES 

6787. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Environment; Water 

Since May 2011 for each Government Department or Agency under the Minister’s control, including the 
Ministerial Office, I ask: 

(a) are media monitoring services provided, and if yes: 

(i) which firm or firms currently provide a media monitoring service; 

(b) what is the cost of the contract/s; 

(c) since 1 June 2010 how much has been paid for media monitoring services; 

(d) what is the duration of the contract/s; and 

(e) when did the contract/s commence? 
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Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

Ministerial Office 

(a)–(e)  The Department of the Premier and Cabinet provides media monitoring services to Ministerial Offices 
through the Media Monitoring Unit of the Media Office. 

Department of Environment and Conservation 

(a)  Yes 

(i)  The Department of Environment and Conservation has contracted the firm Media Monitors for 
media monitoring services for itself, the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority and 
the Swan River Trust. 

(b) 
 

Monitoring Service $421.05/month 
Web Hosting Fee (1-20 Users) $308.54/month 
Mediaportal Press Clips $2.85/clip 
Broadcast Syndication — station list $0.34/summary 
Mediaportal NewsAlerts — metro $2.75/summary 
Mediaportal NewsAlerts — regional $3.37/summary 
Audio — first clip $94.75 
Audio — following clips $57.06 
Video — first clip $148.14 
Video — following clips $94.75 
Transcript per page $23.30 
Copyright — Broadcast products 5-10% 
Copyright — Press — Digital Clip $1.18/clip 
Copyright — Press — Downstream Govt $0.30/clip 

(c) Invoices are issued on a monthly basis. For the period 1 May 2011 to 31 October 2011: 
 

Department of Environment and Conservation $19 708.43

Office of the Environmental Protection Authority $2 290.71

Swan River Trust $3 813.98

(d)  12 months, renewed annually 

(e)  21 April 2008 

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority 

(a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitors 

(b)  $1 902.25 

(c)  $1 539.98 + $1 902.25 = $3 442.23 

(d)  2 months relating to the 2010 Kings Park Festival 
2 months relating to the 2011 Kings Park Festival 
1 month relating to Naturescape Kings Park 

(e)  August 2010 for the 2010 Kings Park Festival 
August 2011 for the 2011 Kings Park Festival 
October 2011 for Naturescape Kings Park 

Zoological Parks Authority 

(a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitors 

(b)  $330.37 (excluding GST) per month plus charges for clippings, summaries and copyright. 

(c)  $10 155.85 

(d)  Twelve months 

(e)  4 December 2010 
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Department of Water 

(a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitoring Services 

(b)  No contract 

(c)  $13 850 

(d)–(e) Not applicable 

Water Corporation 

(a)  Yes 

(i)   Media Monitors 

(b)  Approximately $45 000 per annum, depending on demand. 

(c)  $102 954 

(d)  12 months 

(e)  1 January 2011 

Busselton Water 

(a)–(b)  Media monitoring services are not provided. 

(c)  In respect to the period 1st June to 1st November 2011, Busselton Water paid $83.87 for a one-off 
media monitoring service. 

(d)–(e) Not applicable 

Aqwest 

(a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitoring through the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. 

(b)–(e)  Not applicable 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES — MEDIA MONITORING SERVICES 

6788. Mr E.S. Ripper to the minister representing the Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services 

Since May 2011 for each Government Department or Agency under the Minister’s control, including the 
Ministerial Office, I ask: 

(a) are media monitoring services provided, and if yes: 

(i) which firm or firms currently provide a media monitoring service; 

(b) what is the cost of the contract/s; 

(c) since 1 June 2010 how much has been paid for media monitoring services; 

(d) what is the duration of the contract/s; and 

(e) when did the contract/s commence? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Ministerial Office 

(a)-(e)  Department of the Premier and Cabinet provides media monitoring services to Ministerial Offices 
through the Media Monitoring Unit of the Media Office. 

Mental Health Commission 

(a) The Mental Health Commission currently has its media monitoring services provided by the 
Department of Health, Communications Branch. 

(b)-(e)  Refer to the answer for the Department of Health in Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 6773 

Drug and Alcohol Office 

(a)   Media monitoring services are provided to the Drug and Alcohol Office via the Department of Health 
contract. 

(i)   Media Monitors Australia Pty Ltd. 

(b)   Refer to the answer for the Department of Health in Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 6773. 
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(c)  Nil cost incurred by the Drug and Alcohol Office for ongoing media monitoring. Intermittent costs 
incurred for the ordering of transcripts totalling $263.00. 

(d)-(e)   Refer to the answer for the Department of Health in Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 6773. 

Disability Services Commission 

(a)  Yes 

(i)  Media Monitors 

(b)  Estimated total cost of the contract (over three years) is $35,000 

(c)  $18,065.92 

(d)  One year, plus two times one year extension options 

(e)  Current contract commenced in September 2011 

NOLLAMARA PRIMARY SCHOOL — LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION 

6789. Ms J.M. Freeman to the Minister for Education 

(1) Is the construction of a Library for the Nollamara Primary School on the building program list for the 
North Metro Region? 

(2) If yes, is it the next in line in the schools in the North Metro Region to receive funding for the library 
construction? 

(3) If yes, when will construction commence on the new Library at Nollamara Primary School? 

(4) If no, when will the Nollamara Primary School receive funding to construct a new Library? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1)  Yes. 

(2)  Yes. 

(3)–(4)  No timelines are currently available. 

ALLANSON PRIMARY SCHOOL — AIR CONDITIONERS 

6789. Ms J.M. Freeman to the Minister for Education 

The Allanson Primary School P&C committed funding for the purchase of two reverse-cycle air conditioners in 
December 2010 for the Early Childhood Education (ECE) building and followed due process in relation to the 
installation of the units.  The project was then ceased due to the department advising the structural building 
warranty would be voided if the project continued. These instructions have since been rescinded and I now ask: 

(a) will the school be given permission to continue with its Building Management Works (BMW) 
arrangement that was commenced on 25 January 2011 to install two reverse-cycle air conditioners; 

(b) if yes to (a) will the warranty of the structural buildings still be valid after the installation of the units; 

(c) will the Allanson Primary School be entitled to reimbursement for the units, given the project was 
commenced prior to the notice of 1 April 2011 that evaporative units would be installed (2013–2015) 
under the Building the Education Revolution (BER) program; and 

(d) when evaluating the cost of power usage between evaporative and reverse-cycle units, will 
consideration be given to the difference, given the reverse-cycle units will eliminate the need for gas 
heating which will void the need to frequently purchase gas cylinders in the winter? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(a)  The P&C is not required to fund the installation of air-cooling. The contract to install evaporative air-
cooling to the Building the Education Revolution buildings at the school has been awarded. A pre-start 
meeting was held at the school on 9 November 2011 and installation will commence on 16 November 
and be completed within two weeks.  The school has indicated that it is happy with this arrangement. 

(b)  The 12-month builder's defect period has now passed. 

(c)  The project is funded from the Building the Education Revolution program, not the school.  

(d)  Schools are provided annually with a single line of funding for utilities. Schools that self fund 
installation of air-cooling systems do so on the understanding that utilities funds are based on the 
kilowatt usage rate for evaporative air-cooling, consistent with the Department's air cooling policy. 

Similarly the utilities funding for Allanson Primary School also includes both a gas allocation based on 
a gas heating system, which may be used towards heating costs. 
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JOONDALUP DRIVE–SHENTON AVENUE — TRAFFIC INFRINGEMENTS 

6793. Mr A.P. O’Gorman to the Minister for Transport 

(1) At the intersection of Joondalup Drive/Shenton Avenue in Joondalup how many infringements have 
been issued since the red light camera was installed? 

(2) At the intersection, how many infringements have been issued since the speed camera was installed? 

(3) What is the total revenue raised from the red light camera at the intersection in Joondalup since it was 
installed? 

(4) What is the total revenue raised from the speed camera at the intersection in Joondalup since it was 
installed? 

(5) In terms of the revenue for the red light camera and the speed camera can the Minister please advise: 

(a) specifically where has the revenue been allocated; 

(b) for what specific purpose; 

(c) is any of the revenue being spent on road safety initiatives; and 

(d) if so, what percentage of the revenue has been allocated to road safety measures? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The Members support for this Liberal–National Government's road safety commitment is noted. It is also noted 
that the previous Labor government failed to deliver this project in the 8 years it had to initiate change. As the 
Member would be aware, recent changes that will see 100 per cent of revenue allocation from red light and 
speed cameras moved from consolidated revenue to the Road Trauma Trust account to be used in vital road 
safety measures to save lives in Western Australia. This is yet another initiative the previous Labor government 
promised over many years during elections yet failed to delivered on, demonstrating their lack of priority to road 
safety. 

(1)-(5)  This question should be referred to the Minister for Police. 

__________ 

 

 


