
 

 

Legislative Assembly 

Tuesday, 14 August 2007 

                 

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling) took the chair at 2.00 pm, and read prayers. 

HON JULIAN GRILL - CONTEMPT OF PARLIAMENT 
Apology 

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling):  Members, in accordance with the resolution of the house agreed to on 
21 June 2007, I fixed 14 August at 2.00 pm for Hon Julian Fletcher Grill to be called to the Bar of the house as 
ordered by the Legislative Assembly.  Members, I direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to conduct Hon Julian Fletcher 
Grill to the Bar of the house. 
[The Sergeant-at-Arms conducted Mr Grill to the Bar of the house.] 
The SPEAKER:  Mr Grill, you have been called to the Bar of the house.  Please state your full name and 
address. 
Mr GRILL:  Julian Fletcher Grill.  I reside at Unit 1, 53 Mount Street, West Perth. 
The SPEAKER:  Mr Grill, you should have received and read the “Information for Persons Called to Appear 
before the Bar of the Legislative Assembly.”  Have you received that document? 
Mr GRILL:  Yes, I have.   
The SPEAKER:  Mr Grill, the Legislative Assembly has resolved that you, Julian Fletcher Grill, be called to the 
Bar of the house, on a date and time determined by the Speaker, to apologise for your contempt of the 
Legislative Assembly by reason of you having forwarded the Economics and Industry Standing Committee’s 
chairman’s draft report into the inquiry into vanadium resources at Windimurra to a Roderick Smith.  
Accordingly, Mr Grill, you now have the opportunity to apologise to the house. 
Mr GRILL:  Thank you, Mr Speaker.  Before I accede to your request, I seek the indulgence of the house to 
make a statement.   
The SPEAKER:  Mr Grill, there is no capacity for you to address the house.  You have been called before this 
chamber to do one thing; that is, apologise to the house.  There is no provision or capacity for you to address this 
chamber.  I ask again that you apologise as you were summonsed to do.   
Mr GRILL:  Mr Speaker, I am not refusing to apologise.  I do seek the indulgence of the house to, firstly, make 
a short address outlining the reasons I believe I should be allowed to speak on the substantive matters in relation 
to this matter.  It should take about four minutes.  Then I have another short speech of about six or seven minutes 
dealing with some of the substantive matters that were brought forward when the matter was debated in this 
chamber on 21 June last.   
The SPEAKER:  Mr Grill, once again I indicate to you that there is no capacity for you to address this chamber 
in relation to the issues you have raised.  This house has directed that I summons you to this chamber for one 
reason and one reason only; that is, to apologise to the chamber.  I request for the second time that you do that.   
Mr GRILL:  Mr Speaker, I do not want to be disrespectful to the house; I never have been and I never will be 
and I do not have a record in that regard.  Consequently, as a result of your order, and with something of a heavy 
heart, I apologise to the house for passing on the draft report of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee 
to my client.   
The SPEAKER:  Mr Grill, on behalf of the Legislative Assembly, I acknowledge your apology.  I also advise 
that I have followed the directions of the house and have withdrawn your access to Parliament House and the 
facilities previously extended to you as a former member of Parliament.  This withdrawal remains in place 
indefinitely.  You are now discharged from further attendance at the Legislative Assembly, thank you. 
Mr GRILL:  Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
[Mr Grill left the chamber.] 

Standing Orders Suspension - Motion 
MR M.J. BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie) [2.07 pm] - without notice:  I move - 

That so much of standing orders be suspended so as to allow the following motion to be moved - 

Having now complied with the will of the Parliament by apologising for his role in passing on 
the Xtrata/PMA draft parliamentary committee report, this house now offers Mr Julian Grill an 
immediate opportunity to put forward an explanation for his actions.   
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In doing so, the house does not condone or forgive Mr Grill for his actions, nor does it make 
any further comment regarding the appropriateness or otherwise of his actions.   
The house simply makes this offer for the purposes of maintaining an accurate and informative 
public record and for the purpose of ensuring that all individuals dealt with adversely by the 
Parliament of Western Australia are afforded natural justice.   
The house recognises that this level of natural justice is vital in maintaining the good standing 
and integrity of this Parliament and all other legal institutions that are answerable to it.   

The SPEAKER:  As the member knows, motions of this kind should not contain lengthy argument on the case 
he wishes or does not wish to put.  It should be a simple motion in relation to the issue.  The member has now 
read that motion.  Does the member wish to speak to it?   
Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Mr Speaker, I will say only a few words with respect to this matter.  As the highest court in 
this state the Parliament of Western Australia has a responsibility to set the standard for all other institutions that 
are answerable to it.  If this house denies Mr Grill the opportunity to, at least, state his case, it is setting a very 
poor example for all the institutions that notionally fall under the umbrella of not only this Parliament, but also 
the government.  I understand that Mr Grill was called before the privileges committee to give some evidence 
with respect to the actions of the member for Murchison-Eyre.  I further understand that at no time was Mr Grill 
specifically asked to account for his actions in terms of him being the subject of the charge.  In any case, the 
privileges committee is simply a subcommittee of the ultimate court; that is, the Parliament of Western Australia.  
It is the Parliament that requested Mr Grill to make an apology; therefore, it should be the Parliament that gives 
Mr Grill the opportunity to put forward his explanation, if, indeed, he has one.   
I am not an apologist for Mr Grill - I never have been and I never will be - but all members in this place should 
give some very serious consideration to this motion.  If we do not, we will set a very poor standard for not only 
the courts, but also for all other institutions that are under the umbrella of the state government.  There seems to 
be some hysteria surrounding Mr Grill and Mr Burke.  I suspect that some of it is probably their own doing, 
some of it is the media’s doing and some of it is out there for political purposes.  I urge members to take their 
political hats off for just three or four minutes to allow this motion to pass and for procedural fairness to take 
place.  We have nothing to lose but we have everything to gain by not subjecting ourselves to the sort of 
criticism that we will otherwise be subjected to if we do not allow Mr Grill to at least state his case.  From what I 
know, Mr Grill possibly should have apologised.  However, everything I know about this matter I have learnt 
from other politicians.  I have learnt over time that sometimes politicians tend to vary the truth a little.  We owe 
it to ourselves and the Parliament to at least hear Mr Grill and then we will not subject ourselves to that sort of 
criticism.   
MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [2.11 pm]:  The member for Kalgoorlie has moved to 
suspend standing orders.  The reason he wishes to suspend standing orders is a totally different matter.  In order 
to suspend standing orders, it is certainly incumbent upon the mover of the motion to indicate why the urgency 
of the matter should require a suspension of standing orders, particularly at the very opening of this sitting of 
Parliament.  I do not think the member has put forward any basis upon which we should suspend standing orders 
to deal with this matter.  If Mr Grill feels that he has been denied the opportunity to present his case, he could 
refer to the provisions available under standing order 114.  If the member for Kalgoorlie thinks that this matter 
should be open for debate, he is quite at liberty to give notice of a motion, and that motion can be dealt with at an 
appropriate time.  If the member for Kalgoorlie feels that this matter should be looked at by the Procedure and 
Privileges Committee, again, it is open to him to suggest such a motion.  All those options are open to Mr Grill 
and do not require a suspension of standing orders.  No case has been made by the member for Kalgoorlie in 
support of his motion.  At this stage I can think of no reason we need to suspend standing orders to deal with this 
matter.   
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe) [2.12 pm]:  Mr Grill appeared before the Procedure and Privileges Committee.  
That was a public hearing.  As the Leader of the House stated, there are opportunities for him to make further 
public comment if he wishes.  For those reasons, the opposition does not support the suspension of standing 
orders.   
The SPEAKER:  The question before the house is that standing orders be suspended.  If I hear a dissenting 
voice, I will need to divide the house.  I have satisfied myself that there is an absolute majority of members 
present.   
Question put and negatived.  

HON RICHARD CHARLES OLD 
Condolence Motion 

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Premier) [2.13 pm] - without notice:  I move -  
That the house records its sincere regret at the death of Richard Charles Old and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family. 
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Richard Charles Old was born on 3 December 1922 in Katanning, the son of James William Old, a transport and 
agency business proprietor, and Vera Anne Cornish.  He married Patricia Isabel Hansen at St Patrick’s Church, 
Mt Lawley, on 19 February 1945.  Richard Old was educated at Katanning Primary School and Katanning 
District High School to the junior certificate level.  Richard was then employed by Goldsbrough Mort and 
Company Ltd from 1938 to 1941.  He enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force on 1 March 1941 as a sergeant 
wireless operator stationed in the north west of Western Australia and then Corunna Downs, from where 
operations were flown by US bomber group and later by 25 Squadron RAAF.  He was discharged on 
13 November 1945.   

From 1946 to 1953, Richard worked as a stock salesman and branch manager with Goldsbrough Mort and 
Company in Perth, Midland, Corrigin and Moora.  He worked as a business manager in a machinery and agency 
company in Mingenew, moving to Katanning in 1956 to manage the family fuel agency and distribution 
business.  Richard was a member of the Katanning Shire Council from April 1961 until May 1974 and president 
of the Katanning Shire Council from 1966 to 1973.   

Richard Old sat in this house as the Country Party representative for the electorate of Katanning from 30 March 
1974 until 19 February 1983; then as the member for Katanning-Roe from 19 February 1983 until 8 February 
1986.  He left this house after unsuccessfully contesting the seat as the Liberal candidate at the general election 
on 8 February 1986. 

Richard Old was a member of the Country Party from 1972 to 1976, a member of the National Country Party 
from 1976 to 1985 and a member of the Liberal Party from 1985.  During his time in Parliament Richard was a 
Deputy Chairman of Committees from 1974 until 12 August 1975, and Leader of the Country Party and later the 
National Country Party from 18 May 1975 until 1985.  He was the Minister for Agriculture from 5 June 1975 
until 25 January 1982; Minister for Primary Industry, Agriculture, Fisheries and Wildlife from 25 January 1982 
to 25 February 1983; and he was the shadow Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries from 1983 until March 1986, 
and shadow Minister for Wildlife from 13 March 1984 until March 1986.  Richard Old was also a member of the 
Joint House Committee from 1980 to 10 August 1982 and from 1983 until 1986.  He made a significant 
contribution to the Parliament and to public life in Western Australia. 

On behalf of all members of this house I extend our deepest sympathy to Mr Old’s wife, Pat, and his family. 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [2.16 pm]:  As the Leader of the 
Liberal Party in Western Australia, I rise to join the Premier and all Liberal Party members in sharing the Old 
family’s loss.  Dick Old, as we knew him, represented the people of Katanning and the great southern with 
integrity for 12 years.  For most of his time in Parliament he served with distinction as an able Minister for 
Agriculture who played a key role in maintaining a remarkably successful coalition government.  He was 
parliamentary leader of the then National Country Party for a decade and subsequently was a Liberal, but his 
political principles were unaltered in the change to his party labels.  Essentially, Dick Old was a coalitionist.   

As a young man leaving school in Katanning in 1938, Dick was employed by the major agricultural firm 
Goldsbrough Mort until the age of 18, when he enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force.  He spent the war 
years as a sergeant wireless operator in the north of Australia before returning to work as a salesman and branch 
manager for Goldsbrough Mort until 1953.  Subsequently, he was a business manager in Mingenew, returning to 
Katanning in 1956 to take charge of the family fuel and distribution business.  Locally based businessmen like 
Dick Old then and now sustain our country towns.  The record shows his involvement in Katanning community 
organisations and his leadership.  He was elected to the Shire of Katanning in 1961 and was shire president from 
1966 to 1973.   

When the late Sir Crawford Nalder gave notice of his retirement as the member of the Legislative Assembly for 
Katanning, Dick Old was a highly appropriate choice as the candidate for the then Country Party.  Dick Old won 
the Katanning seat at the 1974 election with a resounding majority of 1 800 votes - more than 63 per cent of the 
votes cast.  At the following three elections he gained more than 70 per cent of the vote with respective 
majorities of 3 200, 4 000 and 5 100 votes.  At the 1993 election the seat was renamed Katanning-Roe and 
extended to include Lake Grace and Ravensthorpe.  In 1964 Dick was one of the four newly elected Legislative 
Assembly members of the Country Party.  After little more than 12 months in Parliament, he was elected on 
18 May 1975 as the party’s parliamentary leader following the withdrawal of the Country Party ministers from 
Sir Charles Court’s government.  This political turmoil concluded with the reformation of the coalition on 5 June 
1975, with Dick Old becoming the Minister for Agriculture and the third-ranking minister in the government.  
Few other members of Parliament have had to assume such a heavy responsibility after such a short 
apprenticeship.  In a very short time Dick Old established his reputation as a most competent and effective 
minister in a difficult portfolio in which he was subjected to pressure from many vested interests.  For the next 
eight years, Western Australian agriculture was in very strong hands.  Moreover, as Leader of the National 
Country Party for 10 years, he was dedicated to maintaining a strong coalition despite dissension and the 
eventual split in his party in 1978. 
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Dick Old deserves credit for the major policy achievements of the Court government and for its re-election in the 
1977 and 1980 elections.  In opposition after 1983, Dick Old served in the coalition as shadow minister for 
agriculture.  When the National Country Party became the National Party in 1985, he joined the Liberal Party, 
along with two of his parliamentary colleagues.  At the 1986 elections, however, electors in the great southern 
opted for a resurgent National Party and he was defeated in Katanning-Roe by Hon Monty House. 

In retirement in Perth, Dick Old continued his work for Liberal candidates at election time and offered wise 
counsel.  He enjoyed membership of the Royal Perth Golf Club and the Fremantle Sailing Club.  Dick Old 
played an honourable and influential part in the political history of Western Australia and served his region and 
community most effectively.  We extend our sincerest condolences and sympathy to his family. 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.21 pm]:  My National Party colleagues and I 
also support the condolence motion and thank the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition for their kind words 
about Dick Old in passing on their condolences to his family.  Rather than cover the same ground as have other 
members, which has been done very well, on behalf of members of the National Party and our lay party 
organisation, we pass on our condolences to Dick Old’s wife, Pat; his son, Terry, and his wife, Sue; his daughter, 
Jan, and her husband, Paul; and his four grandchildren. 

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon) [2.22 pm]:  It was Dick Old and not Mahatma Gandhi who helped me get 
into this place many years ago.  He was a very decent man.  I spent some time with him in this precinct while I 
was a private member of the community.  I was a very young parliamentarian when the National Country Party 
became the National Party, and they were pretty bitter days.  Dick Old was not the only casualty of that time.  
However, I always appreciated that he held no grudge against me, probably because I was a minnow and very 
young in politics in those days.  I always enjoyed meeting Dick Old in this place, which is where I tended to see 
him, and I always enjoyed his attitude.  I understand he had been very ill for some time towards the end of his 
life.  Probably, like many people, his passing was a blessing, because I understand that he was in considerable 
pain and discomfort.  I pass on my personal condolences to the Old family. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin - Deputy Leader of the National Party) [2.23 pm]:  I wish to express my 
deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Dick Old.  I knew Dick personally as he was the fuel distributor 
for our farm at Jingalup for many years.  He was a great supporter of local business, local sport and the 
community.  Dick was also very friendly with my father.  I know he was extremely well liked and respected 
throughout our region.  He had a distinguished career in Parliament, which has been well acknowledged in this 
place today.  I thank Dick for some very important sound advice and great encouragement that he gave me in my 
younger years.  Again, I express my sympathy to his family and friends. 

The SPEAKER:  I ask members to show their support for this motion by standing in their places and observing 
a minute’s silence. 

Question passed, members standing. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS MOTION 
CLERK OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling):  Before we move on, there are two quick matters I will deal with.  One 
relates to the motion put by the member for Kalgoorlie.  I heard no voices for the ayes, and that was why I called 
it as I did.  I heard quite a few voices of support for the no motion, and that is why I did not put the question to a 
vote. 

The other issue I quickly touch upon is that Peter McHugh is back after a lengthy time off in hospital, having 
broken his leg in three places.  I ask members not to get him to climb any ladders! 

DUTIES BILL 2007 
Statement by Treasurer 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Treasurer) [2.25 pm]:  On 9 August 2007 I released an exposure draft of the 
new Duties Bill 2007 for public consultation at an event hosted by the Taxation Institute of Australia.  Subject to 
comment through the consultation process and cabinet endorsement, I intend to bring the bill into this house later 
in the year. 

The rewrite of the Stamp Act is the final part of a process that has seen significant improvements in the operation 
of the statutes that collectively raise more than $4 billion in revenue for the community.  The current Stamp Act 
1921 is outdated, does not properly recognise modern business practices, is out of alignment with regimes 
elsewhere in Australia, and in many places uses a dated language and style that unnecessarily complicates its 
administration and compliance with it.  The new legislation addresses these issues, but also includes fundamental 
reform initiatives in relation to indirect transfers of land. 
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The three key reform elements contained in the exposure draft are a landholder model to replace the confusing 
and complex land-rich and unit trust provisions; a new broadened entity restructuring exemption to replace the 
existing corporate reconstruction exemption; and a new general anti-avoidance provision to ensure that the 
revenue base is protected.  It is emphasised that these initiatives are about tax reform.  As such, they are being 
pursued in a revenue neutral context that involves broadening the indirect duty base to achieve a more efficient 
regime with an offsetting rate adjustment.  This is in accordance with feedback through the state tax review.  The 
extent of that offset will be finalised once the feedback from the consultation process has been taken into 
account. 

The new legislation is also likely to deliver an end product that reduces the length of the current act from over 
400 pages to around 200 pages, which is a reflection of the real reform that will have been achieved.  The 
consultation draft also takes account of other stamp duty recommendations of the state tax review.  The draft 
legislation, extensive explanatory notes and details of the consultation process are available from the Department 
of Treasury and Finance website.  The consultation period closes on 21 September 2007. 

ALAN DODGE - FORMER DIRECTOR OF THE ART GALLERY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MS S.M. McHALE (Kenwick - Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.28 pm]:  I would like to inform the 
house that on Tuesday, 31 July I announced the retirement of Alan Dodge from his position as Director of the 
Art Gallery of Western Australia.  In doing so I would like to pay tribute to Alan’s accomplishments on behalf of 
the state.  As the longest serving director of the art gallery, Alan Dodge has accomplished much during his 
tenure and he leaves a legacy that will be felt for many years to come.  During his 11 years at the gallery, Alan 
has raised the gallery’s standing and profile locally, nationally and internationally to ensure that the partnerships 
and capacity exists to create and bring to Perth major exhibitions for the people of Western Australia to see and 
experience.  These exhibitions have included Monet & Japan, From Russia With Love, Edge of Desire, and 
St Petersburg 1900.  He has built on the strengths of the state collection with major acquisitions and collections 
including the recent donation of the Norman Lindsay prints and the ongoing commitment to increase the profile 
of Indigenous art within the collection. 
His influence as an artistic leader is evident throughout the Art Gallery and the community.  He has been a 
strong advocate for cultural tourism and the importance of the cultural portfolio in the development of the 
lifestyles of all Western Australians.  Alan’s decision to retire has come as the Art Gallery celebrates the opening 
of Egyptian Antiquities from the Louvre:  Journey to the Afterlife.  This is the first exhibition the Louvre has sent 
to Australia in nearly two decades and draws on works from the permanent display of Egyptian antiquities at the 
Louvre and other works that have never been on public display.  In its first 23 days Egyptian Antiquities has 
attracted 34 585 people through the doors of the Art Gallery, placing it ahead of St Petersburg 1900 in the 
blockbuster numbers game and highlighting the fact that the people of Western Australia have a strong cultural 
appetite.   
Although Alan Dodge will leave the state Art Gallery as director in December, a number of his projects will 
continue into the future.  This includes the ongoing development of the international exhibition program that we 
have enjoyed since 2005, when the state government retired the gallery’s long-term debt to enable investment in 
exhibition development and other exciting development plans for the gallery. 
Alan Dodge’s contribution to the state, particularly to artistic life, is significant and I have been honoured to 
work with him. 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND SUSTAINABILITY - PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT WITH 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Statement by Minister for the Environment 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for the Environment) [2.30 pm]:  I inform the house that the 
state government and local government have entered a major partnership agreement focusing on climate change 
and sustainability issues.  At the WA Local Government Association convention on 6 August 2007, I signed the 
agreement on behalf of the state government, along with Bill Mitchell, president of the Western Australian Local 
Government Association, and Eric Lumsden, president of Local Government Managers Australia.  This 
groundbreaking agreement, which has been developed in very close collaboration with WALGA on behalf of 
local government, aims to ensure closer communication, collaboration and joint action on a diverse range of 
climate change and sustainability matters that are of mutual interest and concern to both spheres of government.  
The agreement reflects the spirit and substance of the peak partnership agreements signed in 2002 and 2004, 
which foster cooperation and communication between the state government and local government.  It also 
complements the Premier’s climate change action statement released in May of this year.   

The agreement is an indication of the importance the Carpenter government attaches to collectively addressing 
the wide spectrum of matters on the sustainability agenda, with a particular focus on the increasingly critical 
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issue of climate change.  Local government is to be congratulated on its achievements to date in addressing 
sustainability in the areas of waste management, biodiversity protection, natural resource management, energy 
and water conservation, community health, housing and other infrastructure development.  The new agreement 
signals a commitment by the Carpenter government to take a more significant leadership role in encouraging and 
facilitating further policy and best practice.   

Under the agreement a state-local government climate change and sustainability council will be formed, with 
high-level representation from state and local government.  I will chair this body, which will meet twice a year to 
address strategic directions.  It will provide the opportunity for significant matters to be considered at the highest 
levels of state and local government and for joint policies and actions to be developed and implemented.   

I congratulate the WA Local Government Association and Local Government Managers Australia on their 
commitment to partner with the Carpenter government in addressing climate change and its potential impact on 
our state.  Partnerships such as these are further examples of how the Carpenter government is acting now for the 
future.   

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
HILTON POLICE STATION 

341. Mr P.D. OMODEI to the Premier: 
I refer to comments made by the Premier in September 1997 in relation to the closure of the Hilton Police 
Station.  The Premier stated - 

We cannot leave it to the police superintendent or commissioner to decide where the police will do their 
work.  As parliamentarians we have a role in trying to decide where police resources will be allocated. 

(1) Given these comments, what involvement did the Premier or the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services have in the decision to close six country police stations at Dumbleyung, Cranbrook, Trayning, 
Wickepin, Gascoyne Junction and Menzies? 

(2) Can the Premier explain why he took credit for opening the new $3 million police station at Warmun on 
Friday, but refused to have anything to do with the closure of the six country police stations? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 

(1) None; I had no role in that decision, other than to be informed.  I congratulate the Leader of the 
Opposition for his research into the 1997 statements; that is good.  As I understand it, the Hilton Police Station 
was the first police station in Western Australia to be reopened. 

(2) It is a multifunction police facility.  It is more than just a police station.  It came about as a result of the 
recommendations of the Gordon inquiry, and that, of course, engaged departments other than the police. 

RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT 

342. Mr T.G. STEPHENS to the Premier: 
Can the Premier please update the house on the latest resources development in Western Australia? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 

I can, and I thank the member for asking the question and for his advocacy of the issues at Warmun.  There has 
been an attempt made to address these issues, at least in part, and we hope that it is successful.  Western 
Australia has a very strong and robust economy, for which we are very fortunate.  I was very pleased to be 
advised recently by Mr Don Voelte, the chief executive officer of Woodside Pty Ltd, that the board of Woodside 
had approved the development of the Pluto liquefied natural gas project off Western Australia’s Pilbara coast.  
Obviously, that is a very significant project.  The Pluto project is the largest single investment by one company 
in Australia’s resources sector.  In its development stage, the Pluto project will create up to 3 000 jobs during 
construction and approximately 300 additional jobs on an ongoing basis.  Obviously, that will provide very 
significant opportunities for local businesses in the Pilbara and for the broader Western Australian economy.  
More than half of the $11.2 billion of capital expenditure for the project will be spent in Australia.  Woodside 
expects the two trains of the project to generate more than $28 billion for Western Australia’s economy and to 
provide approximately $8.5 billion in revenue to the Australian government.  Gas will be reserved for the 
domestic market.  I am very pleased about that, and I think everybody is.  There has been good support in broad 
terms across politics at a Western Australian local level for our domestic gas policy.  This is a return on that 
support.  Through the Pluto project, Woodside is committed to providing up to 15 per cent of that gas for 
domestic consumption.  That is a very big achievement for Western Australia that will help provide for, but will 
not solve, our long-term energy security for the future. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  When will that gas become available? 
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Five years after production begins, to take account of the up-front costs.  I said that it 
would help. 
Mr P.D. Omodei:  What year would that be? 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The aim is to get the gas in production by 2010.  The Leader of the Opposition can 
work it out.  It is not the only development that we need, but it is a very significant development, particularly in 
the face of the commentary we have had from the federal Minister for Industry, Tourism and Resources, Mr Ian 
Macfarlane.  “Foolish” would probably be a generous description of the way he has commented on this project.  
He predicted that the project would not occur and he urged people at an international investment conference in 
Western Australia not to invest in the oil and gas sector in Western Australia because of our domestic gas policy.  
That potentially put at risk our economic strength in Western Australia.  Seemingly, he does not understand that 
what is good for the Western Australian economy is good for the national economy.  If it was not for the 
Western Australian economy, people like Ian Macfarlane would have a completely different view of life.  He is 
the same minister who thinks that securing energy is apparently something that all other countries in the world 
should do, bar his own.  As I said, that is a very foolish approach.  I am grateful that we have been able to get 
such good cooperation from Woodside.  Some points had to be negotiated and dealt with along the way, as is 
usual with these types of projects, but it is good that the project has got to this point.  As Woodside is a Western 
Australian company, the project reflects extremely well on Woodside’s view of the strength of the Western 
Australian economy and how it is managed.  It also presents to the rest of the world an equally positive and 
optimistic picture. 

ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES - ALCOHOL AND SEXUAL ABUSE 
343. Mr P.D. OMODEI to the Premier: 
I refer to comments by former Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission head Lionel Quartermaine, 
who said that the Premier was neglectful of calls for action to deal with the abuse in Indigenous communities.  
Mr Quartermaine is reported to have said, “Mr Carpenter and his government need to take a backward step and 
look about four or five years ago.  They knew about it.” 
(1) When was the government informed of allegations of alcohol and sexual abuse and domestic violence 

in Aboriginal communities in the Kimberley? 
Mr A.J. Carpenter:  Sorry, Leader of the Opposition? 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I repeat - 
(1) When was the government informed of allegations of alcohol and sexual abuse and domestic violence 

in Aboriginal communities in the Kimberley? 
(2) What was the nature of that advice? 
(3) As a former Minister for Indigenous Affairs, what did the now Premier do to address this disgraceful 

situation? 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
(1)-(3) A helluva lot more than the Leader of the Opposition ever did.  Shall I leave it there?  I am gobsmacked 

that the Leader of the Opposition has asked this question. 
Mr P.D. Omodei:  This is from Alan Quartermaine and Percy Johnson. 
Ms M.M. Quirk:  Get his name right. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Alan Quartermaine was a half-forward flanker for East Perth in the 1970s, who at one 
stage in a very poor year for the Western Australian Football League won the Sandover medal with just 14 votes.  
I think the Leader of the Opposition is talking about Lionel Quartermaine. 
Mr P.D. Omodei:  Yes; very good. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  He is no relation to the speedy half-forward. 
Mr P.D. Omodei:  I can’t help it if I’m an East Perth supporter! 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Okay; I will deal briefly with Mr Lionel Quartermaine.  Mr recollection is that when I 
was the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, I did come across Mr Lionel Quartermaine once, or perhaps twice.  At 
that point, I believe he was a resident of Queensland whom I met at the Ministerial Council for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Affairs, where he was, as I recall, a strong supporter of Sugar Ray Robinson.  That is 
Lionel Quartermaine. 
Mr P.D. Omodei:  What has that got to do with child sexual abuse in the Kimberley? 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The Leader of the Opposition does not know enough about it.  He should throw open 
the doors of domestic violence and see what he gets when he starts bandying those names around in Aboriginal 
communities. 
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Mr C.J. Barnett:  What are you implying? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I am stating a fact.  Lionel Quartermaine was never an Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Commission representative in Western Australia when I was the minister.  However, that does not 
matter. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  He was the head of ATSIC. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I think he was an acting chair from Queensland; correct?  The Leader of the 
Opposition should do his research.  He did a good job on his research about the Hilton Police Station; he should 
do his research on this matter.  However, that is irrelevant.  Mr Quartermaine is entitled to his views, and he is 
entitled to criticise me and the government.  The Leader of the Opposition asked a question to this effect: “When 
did you become aware of domestic violence in Aboriginal communities in the Kimberley?”  I recall that my 
predecessor as Premier, Dr Geoffrey Gallop, established the Gordon inquiry at the end of 2001, and it ran 
through 2002.  He established that inquiry to look at, investigate and reveal those very issues that the Leader of 
the Opposition’s government had refused to deal with.  I could pull out a quote from the former government’s 
Minister for Indigenous Affairs, who is still in the chamber today.  Upon his leaving the position, he lamented 
that he had provided no benefit, apparently, to Aboriginal people in Western Australia.  Broadly, he said that he 
had left them no better off than when he had started.  I could pull out a quote from the former member for 
Ningaloo, Mr Sweetman, who reflected upon his gross embarrassment about the approach of the former 
government to Indigenous domestic violence, which was to turn its back on those women.  However, we did not 
do that. 

I recall the outrage that came from the Leader of the Opposition’s side of Parliament - not from the Leader of the 
Opposition personally, perhaps - when I took the case of shutting down the Swan Valley Nyungah Community 
camp to our government. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Not in this house. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  In the other house.  Members opposite know that is true.  We had grown members of 
the Parliamentary Liberal Party weeping in public because we were insisting that we had to shut down Robert 
Bropho’s camp after we learned of the disgraceful things that were going on there - a camp that was established 
by statute by the opposition when in government.  We became aware of those issues in the early part of 2002 
through the Gordon inquiry, and we began to act immediately.  I think we have implemented 71 of the 
120 recommendations, and we have put in place another 17.  We have gone a long way towards implementing all 
those recommendations.  We are about to finish a program and put in place nine of those facilities that I was 
asked about a moment ago - that is, the multifunction police facilities - to help deal with this very issue.  The 
preponderance of those facilities is in the Kimberley.  I hold that up in stark contrast to the approach that has 
been taken by the federal government led by John Howard, who seems to have done nothing whatsoever to help 
us address these issues in our time in government.  Dr Gallop wrote to John Howard numerous times seeking 
support and assistance in our efforts to address domestic violence and child abuse in Aboriginal communities, 
and we received no support whatsoever.  In fact, he put obstacles in our way.  He refused to support the facility 
that we had put in place in Kalumburu.  Just weeks ago he withdrew money from programs aimed at 
ameliorating or preventing the impact of domestic violence and child abuse among Aboriginal communities in 
Western Australia.  He pulled the programs out.  Then, in the shadows of an election, he pulled a political 
manoeuvre in the Northern Territory.  Although I hope it becomes a success, I think he is finding it very 
difficult, shall I say, with the approach that has been taken, to get anywhere near producing any of the results that 
the federal government claims to aspire to.  Since 2002, we have been operating policy initiatives and putting 
money into programs for Indigenous affairs to address the very issues that the Leader of the Opposition just 
asked about.  Therefore, in response to the Gordon inquiry we have invested more than $71 million and 
committed a further $45 million to implement its recommendations.  Multifunction remote police facilities are 
now fully operational at Warburton, Kalumburu, Balgo, Warakurna, Bidyadanga, Dampier Peninsula, Kintore 
and Warmun.  Jigalong is scheduled for completion in mid 2007.  What did the opposition put there?  Zero.  For 
the benefit of Hansard, we could have counted to five when I asked that question and there was no response.  It 
is zero.  They put nothing there.  The commonwealth and state governments recently announced the funding of a 
further three multifunction remote police facilities to be built at Wingellina, Looma and Burringurrah. 

Additional child protection workers have been employed across the state.  In February 2007, we announced a 
$21.6 million package for the community at Halls Creek that will provide safe accommodation and support for 
children most at risk.  Three regional response teams, including an extra 21 police, will be created to deal with 
issues facing Western Australian Indigenous communities such as child abuse.  I announced that in Warmun at 
the end of last week.  

On this side, we have an excellent record of addressing the issues that confront Indigenous communities, 
families and people in this state throughout our period of government.  Members opposite have absolutely no 



 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 14 August 2007] 3873 

 

reason to be anything but ashamed of what they did in government.  Ashamed!  In fact, it was their shameful 
approach - 
Several members interjected. 
THE SPEAKER:  Order! 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The one contribution the Leader of the Opposition has made to matters involving 
Indigenous people was to wrongly accuse a perfectly innocent Indigenous man in his home town of Manjimup of 
being a serial rapist and put that man’s life at risk by doing so.  That is the one contribution the Leader of the 
Opposition has made.  I hold that up against what we have done. 

INTEREST RATES 

344. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Treasurer: 
What role do state governments have in setting the nation’s interest rates? 
Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 
The nation’s interest rates are set by the Reserve Bank of Australia, but in October 2004 the Prime Minister 
promised the people of Australia that they could trust him to keep interest rates low.  This is what he said: “Who 
do you trust to keep interest rates low?”  Then he went on to say, “We’re offering a continuation of the low 
interest rates of the last eight and a half years.”  What has happened since he made that promise to the people of 
Australia?  At the time, the average mortgage in Western Australia was $168 900.  There have been five interest 
rate increases on that mortgage since John Howard made that promise, which have increased the monthly 
mortgage repayments by more than $145 a month for a person who had such a mortgage when he or she listened 
to his promise.  Imagine: people thought that they could trust John Howard!  They took out the average mortgage 
at the time and they are now $145 a month worse off in terms of their mortgage repayments.  Therefore, we have 
got a new level of desperation from the Prime Minister as he seeks to avoid his accountability for those false 
promises that he made to the people of Australia in 2004.  It is simply absurd to seek to pass the buck to the 
states.  He is treating the people of Australia like fools if he thinks that they will accept that argument.  I do not 
often quote The West Australian but Brian Toohey said some very important things -  

The Reserve did not mention borrowings by State Labor governments as a reason for the rise.  And 
rightly so, as they are not the culprits.   

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  Order, member for Murray! 
Mr E.S. RIPPER:   

But this did not stop John Howard and Treasurer Peter Costello from blaming the States, as well as 
increased demand from a strong economy.   
But Mr Howard and Mr Costello are peddling economic nonsense if they genuinely believe that 
governments should never borrow because this leads to higher interest rates.   
. . .  
Most of the borrowing by the States is for spending on infrastructure to ease “supply side” bottlenecks 
which impose capacity constraints on the Australian economy. 

However, Western Australian state debt is now lower than at the time of the election of the present government.  
In the general government sector, there is no debt whatsoever on schools, hospitals and police stations.  The state 
has positive financial assets of more than $2 billion.   
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Murray to order for the first time.   
Mr E.S. RIPPER:  The government has no debt on those non-income earning operations in the general 
government sector.  For the first time in this state’s history, the general government sector is debt free.  We have 
positive financial assets, and the total debt, which is all located in government trading enterprises, is lower than 
when the present government was elected.  How can the state government be held responsible, as Mr Howard 
says in avoiding his responsibility for interest rate increases?  I will finish by referring to Standard and Poor’s 
comments that Western Australia’s AAA credit rating reflects the state’s strong operating performance, its 
prudent fiscal management and low debt burden.  The Prime Minister of Australia dishonours his high office 
with his dishonest remarks about interest rates and the alleged accountability of state governments.   

ESPERANCE LEAD POLLUTION - CHARGES 

345. Dr S.C. THOMAS to the Minister for the Environment: 
I refer to the decision last week by the Department of Environment and Conservation to lay charges against the 
Esperance Port Authority.  
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(1) Why did the department choose to lay charges the week before the parliamentary report of the 
Education and Health Standing Committee is due; and who made the decision to lay the charges at that 
time? 

(2) Why has the department itself failed the community of Esperance in lead monitoring and the 
enforcement of licence conditions; where did it fail; and what will the minister do to prevent that failure 
from occurring again? 

(3) Did the minister or anyone from his office advise the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure before the 
charges were made public; and, if so, why was she advised? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 

(1)-(3) I thank the member for his question.  He seems not to be aware that the Department of Environment and 
Conservation mounts prosecutions independent of the minister.  The member should be aware that it is 
not my role, and under the Environmental Protection Act 1986, I am expressly prohibited from directing 
or instructing the department about a prosecution.  The officer responsible for having those charges laid 
is the Director General of the Department of Environment and Conservation.  Other elements of the 
member’s question highlight what the government already understands: that an important inquiry is 
being conducted by a parliamentary committee.  As the minister, I will be listening with great interest 
when the report and recommendations of that inquiry are presented to Parliament, and I will be 
responding appropriately.  In the meantime, I have been ensuring that the department understands the 
importance of its role in carrying out its statutory responsibilities under the Environmental Protection 
Act and other acts under its control.  The member unfortunately does not understand the processes I am 
expected to follow, and he needs to make himself familiar with them.  I cannot direct, and I do not have 
the power to direct, the department on the pressing of charges.  It is the responsibility of the director 
general of that department.  

ESPERANCE LEAD POLLUTION - CHARGES 

346. Dr S.C. THOMAS to the Minister for the Environment: 
I have a supplementary question.  Part (3) of my question asked whether the minister, or anyone from his office, 
advised the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure before charges were made public.  Is this another exercise in 
government spin? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 

The answer to that question is no.  

POLICE STATIONS - CLOSURE 

347. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the recent decision by the Western Australia Police, supported by the government, to close six country 
police stations.  I also refer to the Premier’s comments recorded in Hansard on 12 August 1998, in which he 
made reference to the closure of the Hilton Police Station, in his electorate.  He said -  

The fact of the matter is that so few police are on the beat, on the roads and out in the streets in the 
southern suburbs that the nearest police officer might be a long way away now that that person’s local 
police station is closed and the police are operating out of one or two major police stations.  I will bet 
my left leg that the response times are not as good as they were previously.  

(1) Will the Premier now bet his other leg that response times in the six country towns that will lose police 
stations will be as good as they were previously?  

(2) How will the Premier guarantee, as he did on ABC radio this morning during an interview with Geoff 
Hutchison, that the police will provide a better service, not a worse service, in these country 
communities?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 

(1)-(2) I am glad that I put only my left leg on the line; perhaps it should have been the other one!  Well done; 
that is good.   

Hilton Police Station should never have been closed in the first place.  I think it was closed by 
Commissioner Falconer.  Good lobbying by the local community managed to convince Mr Falconer’s 
successor, Commissioner Mathews, to reopen it.  I was only too happy to be present when it was 
reopened.  That is a much better program.   

An opposition member interjected. 
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The police made that judgement, just as Commissioner Karl O’Callaghan has made a 
judgement in this case.  When I was advised that the police stations would be closed, I of course anticipated that 
there would be a fair bit of pushback.  At one stage, one of my cousins was the resident police officer at 
Cranbrook Police Station, so I know a little bit about the Cranbrook area.  I anticipated that there would be a 
degree of anxiety about the closure of the Cranbrook Police Station.  During his public commentary, 
Commissioner O’Callaghan has given an assurance that better resourced police stations at Tambellup and 
Mt Barker -  

Mr T.K. Waldron:  He also gave an assurance that they weren’t going to close for 12 months.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I do not believe that he did that.  Commissioner O’Callaghan gave an assurance that 
better resourced police stations at Tambellup and Mt Barker would provide a better police service for the entire 
area.  How good is the member for Wagin’s memory?  Why were Liberal and National Party members not 
outraged when, under a coalition government, the Broomehill Police Station was closed?   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  We closed it?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes, the Broomehill Police Station was closed when the coalition was in government.  
Why was there no outrage when that happened?  Why do not members opposite demand that Broomehill Police 
Station be reopened?  Come on!   

An opposition member interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The opposition will; that is good.  Shall I provide members opposite with a 
comprehensive list of the rural police stations that were closed when the coalition was in government?  Should I 
nail a sign to the member for Stirling’s electorate door that reads “The coalition government closed Broomehill 
Police Station”?  The member has asserted that we closed Hilton Police Station.  How many police are now 
stationed in regional Western Australia compared with those who were stationed in regional areas when the 
National and Liberal parties were in government?  Do members think that there are now more or fewer police 
officers in regional Western Australia?  The information that I have been provided with indicates that the number 
of police officers assigned to country areas has increased by 155 since -  

An opposition member:  What about ratio to population?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The ratio to population debate!  The member for Stirling knows a fair bit about the 
areas in the southern wheatbelt area.  What does he reckon the population growth in Cranbrook, Tambellup and 
Broomehill has been in the past six years?   

Mr B.J. Grylls:  One to two per cent.    

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Does the Leader of the National Party think that an extra 155 police officers in 
regional Western Australia might be a bit above the ratio demanded by population growth?  I have a feeling it is.  
The next time the member is talking to the people of Cranbrook, he should drive to Broomehill and say, “Oh, by 
the way, we should never have closed Broomehill Police Station.  I promise you we’ll reopen it.”  The Leader of 
the National Party will not do that.  How many regional police stations have been opened since we came to 
government compared with the number that were opened during the time that the Liberal and National Parties 
were in government?   

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The Leader of the Opposition was a minister in the coalition government.  A former 
coalition police minister is in the chamber.  He is avoiding eye contact and keeping very quiet.   

Mr J.H.D. Day:  I was doing something more productive!  Look at me!   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member for Darling Range is a good man!  I hate to admit this -  
Several members interjected. 

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling):  I think we should avoid eye contact!   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Ever since the member for Darling Range’s university days, I have taken a perverse 
delight in looking at him!  He used to be a very attractive young man!   

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It is a free society.   
A total of 16 police stations have been opened in regional Western Australia by this government, compared with 
only 11 country police stations opened during the Liberal-National Party’s eight-year term; that is, 16 versus 11.  
The coalition closed Broomehill Police Station, did it not?  Where is the outrage about Broomehill?  Does that 
town not count any more?  One hundred and fifty-five additional police have been stationed in regional Western 
Australia, not to mention, for example, that unemployment in regional WA has fallen to record lows, declining 
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from 7.5 per cent in June 2001 to 3.88 per cent in the June 2006 quarter.  There have been 22 major regional 
health capital works programs completed, or to be completed, in 2007, including new and replacement hospitals, 
health centres and dental clinics, with 10 additional projects due for completion in the next few years.   

Mr B.J. Grylls:  Why does the community not thank you for it? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  What about the schools?  Does the Leader of the National Party have a question about 
schools?  I will leave that to the education minister; otherwise, I will tell members about them also.  I will leave 
that for another day.   

Members opposite should not believe what the spin doctors on their side are saying.  They are not as good as 
ours.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The West Australian did not complete its examination, nor did the member for Vasse, 
of my spin doctors.  There are two spin doctors in my office who disguise themselves as cleaners!  They were 
the only two employees in my office who were not caught in the spin doctor net.  Everyone else in my office, 
including Val and Denise on the front desk, are, of course, spin doctors!  My office employs more spin doctors 
than there are cricket teams in India!  We have many spin doctors!  My two cleaners are spin doctors who 
organise all my lines for me every morning!  When I go into my office, all the spin doctor lines are laid out for 
me!  The words on this paper are those lines!  Apparently they are doing a better job than are the Leader of the 
National Party’s spin doctors, and I thank them for that.  All the figures for schools, hospitals and police are 
better -   

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I did not say that.   

Mr B.J. Grylls:  That is what you just said.  You said, “They’ve never had it so good.”   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  No, I did not.  Did anyone hear me say those words?  They were the Prime Minister’s 
words.   

REGIONAL SCHOOLS - CAPITAL WORKS AND CLOSURES 

348. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Education and Training: 
Will the minister please inform the house of the true position regarding school closures and capital works in 
regional WA?   

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Albany for his question.  He is an excellent country member, as we know.  Anyone who 
goes to Albany can see what an outstanding job he has done for that community.   
Over the past week, or perhaps in the past couple of years, I have heard remarks from members opposite about 
how this government has been closing schools and reducing the emphasis on school capital works in country 
WA.  I heard it again during question time. 
Mr T. Buswell interjected.   
The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Vasse to order for the first time.   
Mr M. McGOWAN:  I was a bit concerned by that because I thought members opposite might be telling the 
truth, so I had the issue examined.  It turns out that during the 1999-2000 financial year of the last Liberal-
National Party government, the average amount spent on capital works on country schools throughout Western 
Australia was $36 million.  During this financial year of the Carpenter Labor government, the amount spent on 
capital works on country schools throughout Western Australia was $99.3 million - that is, three times the 
amount spent on capital works in country schools throughout Western Australia by the last Liberal-National 
Party government.  I then thought I had better have a look at the issue of school closures.  I therefore looked at 
the figures relating to the time of the Court Liberal-National Party government on the number of schools closed 
throughout Western Australia.  I have here a list of the schools that were closed.  I will give a brief selection of 
where the schools were that were closed throughout Western Australia.  They were at Kununoppin, 
Northampton, Gascoyne Junction, Jerramungup, Moorine Rock, Telfer, Kojonup, Boyup Brook, Moora, 
Pingering and Burracoppin and that is just a selection.  The number of country schools closed throughout 
Western Australia during the course of the Liberal-National Party government was 29.  I thought I had better 
compare that with what we have done.  We have closed 12 schools.  That means 29 as opposed to 12.  I thought I 
had better see how many schools were opened.  The new or replacement schools built in eight years by the last 
Liberal-National Party government throughout country Western Australia numbered seven; the number built in 
six and a half years by the Carpenter-Gallop Labor government is 15.  Therefore, we have built double the 
number of schools in the country that they built when they were in office and we have closed roughly one-third 
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of the number that they closed throughout country Western Australia.  There is more to come.  I have been 
touring the state with people such as the member for Roe, looking at the huge improvements we have been 
putting into Liberal and National Party electorates.  We are building one school and have built one in the 
electorate of the member for Vasse.  We want to build him a hospital as well, by the way, which he seems to 
oppose.  That is the true record: the last Liberal and National Party government closed three times as many as we 
have and we have opened twice as many as it did. 

LAND SHORTAGE 

349. Mr T. BUSWELL to the Premier: 
(1) Throughout this year the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure has blamed developers for Perth’s 

land shortage, claiming that, and I quote my note - 
They have large tracts of land, are just trickling blocks out, and make massive profits out of the 
situation. 

(2) Is the Premier aware that the Department for Planning and Infrastructure’s recently released 
“Residential Developer Survey” directly contradicts the minister, concluding that, and again, I quote - 

. . . in the majority of subdivisions the development industry is proceeding with lot production 
as quickly as possible and is not withholding approvals from the marketplace. 

Who does the Premier support - the DPI’s research or the minister’s baseless claims - and why? 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
(1) I would have to familiarise myself with the entire document and its context before I accepted at face 

value any position drawn from it that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has put to the Parliament.  
That is all I would say about that element of the question. 

Several members interjected. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Spin doctor?  The only spinner the Deputy Leader of the Opposition reminds me of is 
John Watkins, who was from New South Wales.  He was not a bad Shield player.  He was promoted to the test 
arena very prematurely.  He could not land a ball on the wicket.  He was taken to the West Indies and that was 
the end of the poor guy.  His was premature promotion.  That is why the Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
reminds me of him.  He was a “could have been” but he did not mature on the vine for long enough to make a 
real impact.   

(2) Do I support the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure?  Yes.  Is there a better minister in the 
Parliament?  

PASSENGER RAIL NETWORK PRIVATISATION 

350. Mr J.N. HYDE to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
Mike Nahan, the Liberal Party policy adviser, has recommended that Western Australia follow the Kennett 
government example and privatise Perth’s passenger rail network.  Can the minister please advise the house 
whether privatisation of rail in Victoria and Western Australia has been successful? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  Mr Mike Nahan, who is engaged by the Liberal Party to provide policy 
direction, really does come out with some pretty extraordinary stuff!  Recently, he came out with a report on 
public transport matters, and in true economic-fundamentalist style said that we should go down the path of 
Victoria and privatise the metropolitan rail system.  We were pretty amazed at that, first of all because Western 
Australia has seen the most extraordinary example of a failed privatisation of our rail system.  That privatisation, 
which took place in the dying days of the Court government, left the taxpayers with a debt of some $300 million.  
The rail network was then on-sold for a profit of some $400 million.  The taxpayers of Western Australia are 
now being asked to contribute $400 million to a rail rescue package, otherwise we will lose 1 000 kilometres of 
our country rail network.  That is the history of the privatisation of rail in Western Australia.  It has been a 
complete and unmitigated disaster.  The situation in Victoria is even worse.  
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   
Mr T. Buswell interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call the member for Vasse to order for the second time.  The minister. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  This year, the Bracks government in Victoria had to buy back the country rail 
system, which had been privatised, because it simply was not performing.  The privatisation of Victoria’s 
metropolitan rail and tram system was even worse.  To quote from Kenneth Davidson of The Age -  
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So what has Victoria got for its privatisation of the “Met”?  The short answer is nothing except an 
additional $40 million annual bill to taxpayers for operating Melbourne’s public transport system above 
and beyond what it would have cost if it had been kept as a public monopoly run by the PTC. 

He went on to say -  

. . . instead of saving $161 million a year as claimed when the privatisation was announced, the 
Government had already conceded in May it will have to stump up an extra $200 million a year over the 
next five years to maintain the franchise system. 

The Victorian Public Transport Users Association has pointed out that the privatisation has done untold damage 
to the integration of the operations, and that the subsidies that are paid to the private train and tram operators are 
around 50 per cent higher than those that were paid to the public provider to run the same services.  

Western Australia has a fantastic public transport system.  Public transport usage in Perth is increasing by around 
five per cent per annum.  We are not going to privatise our public transport system.  We are very keen to get a 
response from the opposition as to whether it will be following Mike Nahan down another conservative burrow.   

TEACHER SHORTAGE 

351. Mr J.H.D. DAY to the Minister for Education and Training: 
I refer to the shortage of teachers in Western Australia, which stood at around 200 at the start of the 2007 school 
year and which is still a disgraceful 92 at the start of term 3, with predictions that the shortage will worsen in 
coming years.  

(1) Is the minister aware of the teacher exit survey, which was presented to the former Minister for 
Education and Training in 2002 - that is the current Premier, of course - and which outlined the 
likelihood of future teacher shortages in Western Australian schools? 

(2) How many of the recommendations in this report have been implemented with a view to averting the 
crisis that has now developed? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)-(2) For a start, the member for Darling Range has got his figures wrong. At the moment, we have a 

shortage of around 60, out of 22 000.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Only 60!   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Does the member for Cottesloe remember the figure when he was the minister?  It was 
roughly the same.  In 1998-99, the figure was around 50 at a similar point throughout the year, so it was roughly 
the same.  The member for Cottesloe likes to make these sorts of remarks.  However, the figure was roughly the 
same when he was the minister.  The difference is that unlike the member for Cottesloe and the Liberal Party 
when in office, this government is doing something about it.  Back in 2003 or 2004, there were more teachers 
than positions available.  We may have had questions from members opposite about that, but certainly we had 
complaints that there were more teachers than positions available.   

The truth of the matter is that this year the incredible strength of the Western Australian economy has come to 
bear and many people are doing other things.  The flow of people into Western Australia from the eastern states 
is increasing the demand for teachers in this state.  The question is: what do we do about it?  The department and 
I have been out in the community every week with new initiatives relating to this issue.  Currently we are 
recruiting graduates six months earlier than we used to.  We used to start the recruitment process in November or 
December, and we started in June this year.  We are now approaching 8 000 registered teachers who, to the best 
of our knowledge, are not currently working, and we are asking them to come back into the workforce.  The 
department has changed the arrangements to improve the transfer possibilities for teachers in country Western 
Australia back to the city.  It is also improving the possibility for teachers on contract in the country to obtain 
permanency to make them feel valued.  These things have not been done before.   

This government is taking the entire issue of workforce planning seriously to ensure that we have enough 
teachers.  We do not live in a regulated society in which teachers are part of the Army and I can make them do 
whatever I want them to do.  However, this government is taking practical steps to improve their conditions and 
to recruit them back into the workforce.  This is the first government to take the workforce planning issue 
seriously.   

This does not apply as much to the member for Darling Range, but instead to the opposition spokesman who is 
attempting to build this into a political issue by running the argument that there is chaos in the public education 
sector.  He should work with the government to try to come up with positive and practical solutions to this 
problem.  I have been advised anecdotally that private schools are also undergoing the same problem.   

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  As of today, they are nine teachers short.   
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Mr M. McGowan:  The member for Avon is wrong.  I heard the member for Cockburn say the other day that 
the member for Avon is the sort of guy who will self-immolate himself on the steps of the local police station as 
a protest, and now he is coming out with false figures pertaining to this matter.  We are undertaking practical 
solutions - 

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Is the member going to self-immolate himself?  

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Your schools are teaching students maths by telephone.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The government is taking this issue seriously and it would be good if the opposition did 
so also.   

GRAFFITI VANDALISM 

352. Mr A.P. O’GORMAN to the Minister for Community Safety:   

Can the minister advise the house of the latest moves by the state government to crack down on the suburban 
menace of graffiti vandalism?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

I thank the member for his question, his real interest in the problem of graffiti in the suburbs and the action he 
has taken.   

The SPEAKER:  Members!  I call the members for Darling Range and Nedlands to order for the first time.   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  It is interesting to hear the squeaks from members opposite who clearly do not have the 
answers to resolve this issue.   

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Carine to order for the first time.   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Last night I was very pleased to join a large number of people to see the handover of a 
new vehicle to People Against Vandalism.  I was there with the members for Mindarie and Peel.  The member 
for Joondalup was one of the stars on the video shown.  He was in his overalls cleaning up the graffiti.  I 
understand he did that quite some time ago.  He has continued that active involvement.   

Earlier this month, the Premier announced the graffiti vandalism reduction strategy.  This strategy will ensure 
that the government takes a lead in adding value to all the good things that are happening in the community, 
whether by local groups, local government authorities or other businesses, along with what the government 
already does through a range of agencies.  A total of $3.6 million will go towards a range of programs to assist in 
tackling the graffiti problem.  A centralised hotline will be set up so that people can phone through and help the 
police capture the culprits who are responsible.  Rewards of $1 000 will be available when reports lead to 
convictions.  Extra closed-circuit television systems will be provided, which can be moved around the suburbs, 
to make sure we catch these vandals, along with grants to various organisations worth $400 000 a year to assist 
in cleaning up graffiti so that when we actually catch the culprits, they can be part of the clean-up program.  The 
money will make sure that these people are supervised.  The strategy will also institute education programs in 
schools and work with local government through service agreements to make sure we do it more effectively and 
assist them.  The Premier has announced a very comprehensive program.  It builds on the good work already 
being done by a large number of members on this side of the house.  That is what the community wants.  It wants 
people working together rather than the nonsense that we hear from members opposite.   

NEWTON MOORE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
Petition 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [3.22 pm]:  I present the following petition - 

To the Honourable Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned people, are very concerned that the $9.5 million Newton Moore Senior High 
School building upgrade, announced in 2004, cannot be built to the original plans released for tender 
January 2007.  Tenders have come in $1.5 million over due to the annual rises in building costs.  These 
costs were not taken into full consideration by DET and DHW.  As a result, the school has been told to 
scale back to reduce classrooms, special needs rooms, toilets and office areas. 

The Project Control Group has identified the basic needs of the school and that plan had to be cut back 
by $1.4 million last year.  To cut it back again would mean the school’s 14 transportable classrooms 
would have to remain.  The 41-year-old school is in dire need of an upgrade. 
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Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly to direct the Minister for Education and Training to 
immediately allocate appropriate monies to complete the full scope of works as identified by the Project 
Control Group. 

The petition bears 1 972 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

[See petition 233.] 

PAPERS TABLED 
Papers were tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house.   

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Twenty-ninth Report - “Legislative and Procedural Matters Arising from the Parliamentary Inspector’s 

Investigation and Review of the Acts and Proceedings of the Corruption and Crime Commission Concerning 
Mr John D’Orazio” 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Darling Range) [3.29 pm]:  I present for tabling the twenty-ninth report in the thirty-seventh 
Parliament of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission entitled “Legislative and 
Procedural Matters Arising from the Parliamentary Inspector’s Investigation and Review of the Acts and 
Proceedings of the Corruption and Crime Commission Concerning Mr John D’Orazio”. 

[See paper 3028.] 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  By way of brief explanation, I advise that during the recent recess there was a change of 
membership of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, with Hon Ken Travers 
and I appointed to the committee and the member for Kingsley and Hon Ray Halligan being the two continuing 
members.  This report is essentially a statement by the committee that reads as follows - 

On 17 July 2007, Mr Malcolm McCusker QC, Parliamentary Inspector . . . of the Corruption and Crime 
Commission, tabled pursuant to Section 201 of the Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003 a 
report ‘On the Parliamentary Inspector’s Investigation and Review of the Acts and Proceedings of the 
Corruption and Crime Commission . . . Concerning Mr John D’Orazio’ with the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission . . .  

That Report, prepared under Section 199 of the Act was subsequently tabled by the Committee in both 
Houses of Parliament on 18 July 2007. 

In light of the Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003 being relatively new legislation and this 
being the first occasion for exercise of a number of powers pursuant to the Act, the Report has 
engendered discussion between the PI, the Corruption and Crime Commission . . . and the JSCCCC.  
This has included the extent of the Parliamentary Inspector’s and CCC’s powers in addressing 
particular matters.  Both agencies and the Committee are continuing to work collaboratively to reach an 
agreed understanding regarding the meaning and application of specific provisions of the legislation.  
The Committee is of the view that the current discussions are an important and valuable process 
because they may lead to a clearer understanding of the meaning and application of the legislation. 

In the context of any debate associated with the Parliamentary Inspector’s Report, the Committee 
informs both Houses of Parliament that these matters are currently under consideration. 

In summary, the committee suggests to members that it would be wise to be mindful of this situation in the event 
that they consider commenting on or debating these issues. 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Appointment of Member for Darling Range - Statement by Deputy Speaker 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs D.J. Guise):  I advise the house that the Speaker received a letter from the 
member for Perth on 28 June 2007 resigning from the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime 
Commission, and on that day the Speaker appointed the member for Darling Range to the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission in his place. 

COUNTRY POLICE STATION CLOSURES 
Notice of Motion 

Mr T.K. Waldron gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move - 

That this house condemns the Minister for Police and the state government for their recent decision to 
close six country police stations, for their total lack of community consultation, and calls on the 
government to immediately reopen the closed stations. 
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Appointment of Member for Darling Range - Notice of Motion 

Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House) gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move - 
(1) That, in accordance with standing order 249(3), the appointment by the Speaker on 28 June 

2007 of the member for Darling Range to the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and 
Crime Commission to fill the vacancy caused by the member for Perth’s resignation is 
confirmed. 

(2) That the Legislative Council be acquainted accordingly. 

EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE 
Inquiry into the Cause and Extent of Lead Pollution in the Esperance Area - Notice of Motion 

Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House) gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move - 
(1) That the date for presentation of the report of the Education and Health Standing Committee’s 

inquiry into the cause and extent of lead pollution in the Esperance area be extended to 6 
September 2007. 

(2) That leave be given to the Education and Health Standing Committee to meet when the house 
is sitting on Wednesday, 15 August 2007 and Wednesday, 29 August 2007. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON MILK AND BEEF PRICES IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Notice of Motion 

Mr P.D. Omodei (Leader of the Opposition) gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move - 
That a select committee of the Legislative Assembly be appointed to inquire into and report on -  

(a) the price of milk and beef in Western Australia and as to whether farmers are 
receiving a fair price for their produce; 

(b) whether processors and retailers are providing milk and beef at a fair price to 
consumers; 

(c) whether processors and retailers are engaging in unconscionable conduct in 
discounting milk in WA; 

(d) whether abattoirs and retailers are engaging in unconscionable conduct in setting 
prices of beef in WA; 

(e) why beef on the hoof is sold at significantly lower prices in WA than in the eastern 
states of Australia; 

(f) whether retail prices of beef and milk are being passed on to farmers; 

(g) examine mechanisms to ensure farmers receive a fair proportion of retail revenue for 
milk and beef; 

(h) investigate the abattoir industry in WA and make recommendations to improve this 
sector; 

(i) investigate the closure of saleyards in regional WA and make recommendations as to 
their retention and location; 

(j) investigate the funding of the federal government’s dairy adjustment scheme and the 
11.5c milk levy and as to which sector of the industry is paying the levy;  

(k) make recommendations as to which sector of the dairy industry should receive the 
11.5c on the conclusion of the dairy adjustment scheme; and 

(l) other matters where there is a perceived or actual negative impact on farmer returns in 
the dairy and beef industries.  

That the select committee report back to this house no later than 31 January 2008. 

STATE SUPPLY COMMISSION AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Notice of Motion to Introduce 

Mr E.S. Ripper (Treasurer) gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move - 
That a bill for an act to amend the State Supply Commission Act 1991 be introduced and read a first 
time. 
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MINISTER FOR HEALTH - RESPONSE TO ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL AND ALCOHOL ABUSE 
IN FITZROY CROSSING 

Notice of Motion 

Dr K.D. Hames gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move - 

That the Minister for Health be required to present before the appropriate parliamentary committee to 
investigate his lack of response and deception of the people of Western Australia, in relation to letters 
received by his office, outlining allegations of sexual and alcohol abuse in Fitzroy Crossing. 

ELECTRICITY INDUSTRY AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Notice of Motion to Introduce 

Mr F.M. Logan (Minister for Energy) gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move - 

That a bill for an act to amend the Electricity Industry Act 2004 be introduced and read a first time  

SUPPORT TO BUILD EDUCATIONAL CAMPUSES IN KUNUNURRA AND THE KIMBERLEY - 
NOTICE OF MOTION 

THE AUDITOR-GENERAL’S FUNDING REQUESTS - NOTICE OF MOTION 
Removal of Notices - Statement by Deputy Speaker 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs D.J. Guise):  I advise members of the house that private members’ business 
notices of motion “Support to Build Educational Campuses in Kununurra and the Kimberley” and “The Auditor-
General’s Funding Requests”, notice of which was given for each on 28 June 2006 and both renewed for a 
further 30 sitting days on 22 November 2006, have been removed and will not appear on the next notice paper.  

ROAD TRAFFIC (SMOKING IN MOTOR VEHICLES) AMENDMENT BILL 2006 - 
ORDER OF THE DAY 

DEVELOPMENT OF BIOFUELS INDUSTRY IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA - ORDER OF THE DAY 
Removal of Orders - Statement by Deputy Speaker 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs D.J. Guise):  I advise members that in accordance with standing order 144A, 
private members’ orders of the day “Road Traffic (Smoking in Motor Vehicles) Amendment Bill 2006” and 
“Development of Biofuels Industry in Western Australia”, which appeared in the previous notice paper as 
private members’ business orders of the day 2 and 3, have not been debated for more than 12 calendar months 
and have been removed from the notice paper.  For the information of members, I advise that a bill removed 
under this standing order may be restored by motion to the point it had reached prior to its removal. 

LAND SUPPLY AND HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs D.J. Guise):  Today Mr Speaker received within the prescribed time a letter 
from the Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the following terms - 

Mr Speaker, 

Please be advised that today I seek to debate as a matter of public interest the following motion -  

That this House condemns the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure for refusing to act to 
improve land supply and prevent the housing affordability crisis now confronting Western 
Australia. 

The matter appears to me to be in order and if at least five members will stand in support of the matter being 
discussed, the matter can proceed. 

[At least five members rose in their places.] 

MR T. BUSWELL (Vasse - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.37 pm]:  I move -  

That this house condemns the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure for refusing to act to improve 
land supply and prevent the housing affordability crisis now confronting Western Australia. 

There was a time in the history of this state when young Western Australians could look forward to buying their 
own homes.  It was an aspiration that was held near and dear by generations of Western Australians.  The 
question that must be asked is: when was that?  Was it after the war as we headed into the 1950s?  Was it in the 
1970s during the resources boom?  When did people in this state have that wonderful opportunity?  The facts are 
that until two years ago it was an opportunity that every young Western Australian had.  Western Australians had 
the opportunity to work hard, buy a home and achieve the important and significant economic and social benefits 
that go with homeownership.  Guess what?  They cannot do that anymore in Western Australia.  Unfortunately, 
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only one person should be held rightly accountable for this disastrous fiasco, and that is the person who just 
hopped out of the seat opposite and waddled down to the back of the chamber, and nobody else.  The Minister 
for Planning and Infrastructure has failed - with a capital F - to do what she was expected to do as a minister of 
the Crown in this government and that was fundamentally to ensure that there was an adequate supply of land in 
this state. 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  Look at the arrogant disinterest of the Labor Party - none of them here; arrogant disinterest! 
Mr T. BUSWELL:  One of the reasons, member for Cottesloe, is that they are embarrassed, because out in the 
suburbs -  
Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 
Mr T. BUSWELL:  The member for Yokine is the only living survivor of a brain transplant.  He has jumped up 
again in this house.  He will have to go into his suburbs.  Members opposite all laughed last year when the price 
of houses went up and said, “That just affects the landed gentry.”  However, now rents are following, and rents 
bite a lot of people on the backside and cause a lot of hardship.  A lot of those people live in Yokine, and a lot of 
those people live in Peel, and they even live in Girraween and those sorts of areas.  It is going to hurt a lot of 
people in this state.  It is a disgraceful state of affairs.  Members should listen to this: two years ago, $260 000 
was the median house price in Perth.  Now, two years later, it is $460 000.  I want to put that into perspective.  
Two years ago, people needed 50 per cent of average weekly earnings pre tax to service their debt on the median 
house price.  They now need 85 per cent.  Today in Western Australia, using some measures of housing 
affordability, such as 30 per cent of pre-tax income etc, a household needs to be earning $120 000 to afford to 
buy a home.  What this minister has done through her despicable inaction is take away the aspiration and dream 
of homeownership from many young Western Australians.  It is a disaster and a catastrophe. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Would you just clarify that?  That is $120 000 to buy a median-priced house, is it? 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  A median-priced house, using certain affordability criteria.  However, let me say this: we 
need to look at what industry commentators are saying.  The Housing Industry Association and the 
Commonwealth Bank conduct a survey, and they produce the first home buyer affordability index.  For many 
years, Perth was one of the cheapest places in Australia to live.  In the March quarter results, guess what?  Perth 
became the most expensive place in Australia for first home buyers to live.  Sydney was second, and guess what 
was third?  It was regional Western Australia.  There has been a collapse of housing affordability in this state. 

As I said, the second wave of the housing crisis is crashing down on to the suburbs of Perth as we speak, and that 
is taking the form of rents.  I will give a couple of examples.  The median rent on three-bedroom houses has 
increased from $200 to $280 a week, which is a 40 per cent increase in two years.  On a two-bedroom unit, it has 
increased by 50 per cent, from $170 to $250.  Worse than that, Treasury in its own analysis has said that there is 
the capacity for rents in this state, on the median house price, to increase by a further $150 a week as investors 
attempt to recoup a normal historic yield on residential properties of five per cent.  There is the capacity for rents 
to continue to grow by an extra $150 a week.  This is a serious and significant problem confronting this state.  
After two years of this minister’s inaction and incompetence, people cannot afford to buy a home in this state.  
Increasingly, they cannot afford to rent a property in this state, and now Homeswest waiting lists are growing by 
50 applicants a week in Western Australia.  It is a disaster, and there is no other word to describe it. 

What is the impact?  The aspiration of homeownership has been snuffed out.  Economic difficulties associated 
with attracting and maintaining a suitable workforce are becoming increasingly apparent across Western 
Australia.  One of the main factors stopping people coming to this state to work is that they cannot afford to live 
here.  We are pricing ourselves out of the labour market because of this minister’s failings.  The third issue, of 
course, is that there are now tremendous social issues associated with acute housing stress. 

The question that fundamentally has to be asked is: how did this happen?  How is it that property prices jumped 
so much in the past two years?  The best place to go for one of the simplest answers that I have found is a 
document produced by the government’s Department of Treasury and Finance; that is, the “Western Australian 
Economic Summary”.  On page 8, it states -  

Land supply is a key factor influencing the housing market.  Limited land supply has led to higher land 
prices and hence fed through as higher prices of new homes.  Over the past year, Perth has experienced 
the fastest land price growth of all capital cities and regional centres in Australia. 

Members do not have to accept my word for it.  The facts are quite simply this: a shortage of land in this state 
has forced up the price of houses. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Did Treasury say anything about demand in that paper? 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I am reading about land supply, Treasurer.  It is the Treasurer’s own department.  Perhaps 
he did not vet the document or get someone to look at it.  That is what Treasury says.  It is very clear. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Did it say anything about demand in there? 
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Mr T. BUSWELL:  On page 8 it is very clear.  Land supply is the fundamental issue that has forced the price of 
houses up in this state.  It is the fundamental issue. 

Let us look at what the Urban Development Institute of Australia’s surveys say about the availability of lots on 
the market.  From 1992 until 2007 - that is, 15 years - the average number of lots on the market at the end of 
each quarter over that 15-year period was 2 700.  On average, 2 700 lots were available on the market, according 
to the UDIA, at the end of each quarter.  Let us look at some of the figures for 2006.  In the June quarter, there 
were 337 lots instead of 2 700; in the September quarter, 674; and in the December quarter, 724.  Land supply in 
this state last year evaporated.  That is disgraceful.  Now let us look at what happened at the same time to 
increases in the price of land.  From the end of the March quarter in 2006 to the end of the March quarter in 
2007, the price of land - this is the median price of lots sold by UDIA members - went from $188 000 to 
$311 000.  A complete evaporation of land supply generated a huge increase in the price of vacant land in 
Western Australia. 

The HIA did a survey, and that survey said that if we take an average suburban residential house and land 
package in Western Australia, land comprises 63 per cent, give or take, of the value of that package.  It is the 
highest in Australia by a country mile.  The Australian average is 48 per cent.  That is exactly what the 
Department of Treasury and Finance picked up on.  Lack of land supply and increases in the price of land forced 
up house prices in general.  That is an undisputable, undeniable fact.  The shortage of land, massive increases in 
land prices and massive increases in house prices are now flowing through to massive increases in rents. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Now there are a lot more lots on the market -  

Mr T. BUSWELL:  There are not a lot more lots on the market, and I will discuss in a minute what the causes 
are and why the minister has done nothing.  This is why the minister needs to be condemned.  A group called the 
Housing Industry Forecasting Group has been saying since 2003, “There’s going to be a problem in a few years.  
We can see issues.  Supply is being run down.”  What did the minister do?  She ignored that group completely 
and did nothing.  In fact, until the start of this year, the minister dug a hole, put her head in the hole and said that 
there is no problem with land supply.  She brought out the big map of the metropolitan area, which had the nice 
light green bits on it, and said, “That’s all urban deferred land.” 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  What do you mean by “land supply”? 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I will get to that.  The minister said, “There’s no shortage of land.  Calm yourselves.  I 
know property prices are going through the roof.  There are no lots on the market, but calm yourselves.  There’s 
plenty of land.  It’s all the bits on the map that I’ve coloured in light green.”  However, guess what?  People 
cannot build houses on the bits on the map coloured in light green because they are not ready to have houses 
built on them.  That is the fundamental problem.  The supply of land relates to a block that people have the 
capacity to build a house on.  It took the minister a long time to realise that.  For two years she denied it.  She 
stuck her head in the sand.  It is a disgrace.  This year she finally thought, “There’s a bit of a problem.  There’s a 
bit of heat coming on.  There’s a bit of heat in the kitchen.  People are starting to realise that land supply is an 
issue.”  Every single industry group was saying that land supply is an issue.  We were saying that land supply is 
an issue.  Consumers were saying that land supply is an issue.  People in the suburbs were paying increased 
rents.  The minister thought, “What will I do?”  What would be the typical response of the minister and her 
government?  They found someone to blame. 

I want to look at some of the minister’s quotes in the media as we track through her blame game over the course 
of this year.  On 8 February, she said -  

“We are not happy about (the land supply shortage) but I think it has to be understood that a lot of it is 
in the hands of the private sector,” . . . “They have these large tracts of land and they are just trickling 
blocks out.  They make massive profits out of this situation.” 

The first group the minister blamed was the property sector.  The minister said that it had its foot on the hose, 
that it was not releasing land onto the market, that it was artificially inflating prices and that it was creaming it!  
A couple of weeks ago the minister said that the nasty property sector was creaming it.  On 20 April, the minister 
said that she blamed the developers.  She also said that it was clear that there were problems with the approvals 
process, particularly at the local government level.  The minister went on to blame local government and to 
spread the blame and the pain.  Who was next?  Again, it was the property developers, because they were sitting 
on land.  On 12 July, the minister had a few more targets in her sights.  She said that the government was “doing 
all it can to rectify problems with land supply” but that its hands were tied due to a short supply of planners.  The 
minister said that there were not enough planners to help her out.  Finally, as we would expect, in an article in 
The Australian Financial Review on 12 July, the minister blamed the federal government.  The minister blamed 
the federal government’s environmental protection legislation for the government’s failure to release lots onto 
the market.  This is a major issue that is the responsibility of the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  You’re a liar.   



 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 14 August 2007] 3885 

 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The minister referred to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition as a liar.  I do not think I 
need to say anymore.  The minister should apologise immediately and withdraw her comment.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  I withdraw.  

Several members interjected.   

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  That is not an apology.  It is the practice and procedure of this house for a member to 
stand on his or her feet when withdrawing a remark and apologising.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  I ask the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure to stand and withdraw her 
remark.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I withdraw. 

Debate Resumed 

Several members interjected.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, members!  The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has the call.  

Mr T. BUSWELL:  The minister is happy to blame everybody and to not accept responsibility for her actions.  I 
will backtrack so that we all know where we are at.  A massive shortage of land has forced up the price of land, 
which has forced up the price of houses, which has forced up rent.  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
said that there was no problem.  However, when it became apparent that there was a problem and that something 
needed to be done, what did she do?  She blamed everybody else rather than accept responsibility.  I will spend a 
couple of minutes dealing with the minister’s blame of others and her attacks on the property development 
sector.  The minister has referred to the private property sector having its “foot on the hose” and has said that 
greedy developers are artificially inflating the price of land and creaming it.  That is what the minister has 
repeatedly said.  In response, we have asked the minister to provide a list of the property developers that are 
doing that.  I have had a look around Western Australia and I have reviewed a bit of the data.  The only 
significant property developer that seems to have its foot on the hose anywhere in any way, shape or form is 
LandCorp, the government’s own agency.  The government is happy for it to sit on land and to participate in 
high profit ventures while people around the state cannot find acceptable housing.  The minister is happy to reap 
the $50 million a year in profit and tax equivalent payments from LandCorp.  She would never pick on 
LandCorp or single it out as a government institution that has been corrupted by the pursuit of the dollar to help 
prop up the government’s coffers.  I can take the minister to towns around regional Western Australia where 
people cannot get land because LandCorp has its foot on the hose.  The minister has made that argument, and yet 
the only example I can find is Landcorp.  LandCorp is trying to sell my land in my home town.  It should be out 
there -  

Mr M. McGowan:  Your land? 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  It is my community’s land.  Is the minister sitting in his proper seat?   

What LandCorp should be doing during a housing crisis is releasing land onto the market and helping people get 
accommodation.   
The minister has criticised the private development sector and labelled it as hollow and nasty.  She has 
victimised people who are legitimately going about their business, but she will not say anything about LandCorp.  
The minister blames the private development sector, points the finger at it and holds it up for ridicule.  I refer to 
the Department for Planning and Infrastructure’s residential developer survey of June 2006.  I will advise the 
minister of the pages from which I quote so that she can put it into context.  I know that the Treasurer and the 
Premier are a bit sensitive about this issue.  In response to the minister’s claim that developers have their foot on 
the hose and that they are withholding lots, page viii of the survey reads -  

This suggests that in the majority of subdivisions the development industry is proceeding with lot 
production as quickly as possible and is not withholding approvals from the marketplace.   

Does the minister want me to repeat that?  It states that the development industry is not withholding approvals 
from the marketplace.  That does not sound like what I have heard from the minister’s lips - in fact, it is exactly 
the opposite.  The same report, which came from the minister’s department, states -  

Lots on the market in June 2006 identified by this survey and the UDIA survey had the same order of 
magnitude and demonstrate that the shortage is real and severe.  The Residential Land Supply Survey 
also shows that lots are not being withheld from the market.  Further, many developers are delivering 
lots to the market as quickly as possible by pre-selling before final approval.   

I reiterate - lots are not being withheld from the market.  The minister’s own department’s reports cast serious 
doubts on the ongoing allegations made by the minister about the behaviour of the land supply industry in this 
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state.  The minister’s argument is completely discredited and has absolutely no validity.  The minister is happy to 
blame the development industry but she will not look at LandCorp and she will not read her own department’s 
comments about this matter.  Why does the minister choose to blame everyone else when it is she who has been 
incompetent?   

Marion Thompson, the department’s land release coordinator, released a report, which is a good report.  It 
highlights a number of significant issues and makes 25 recommendations.  However, not one of those 
recommendations indicates that the property development sector has its foot on the hose.  The report refers to 
fixing the approvals process in a range of government departments starting with the minister’s own department 
and including the Department of Environment and Conservation, the Environmental Protection Authority, the 
Department of Water and the Water Corporation.  Marion Thompson’s report points the finger at the minister 
and all her mates, which is why, although she received the report in February 2007, the minister sat on it for near 
on five months.   

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I did not say that, I said “sat”!  Why would the minister do that?  That is what this report 
does to the minister - it does that all over her and embarrasses her.  The report contains 25 recommendations and 
does not touch on the private aspects; rather, it makes a number of recommendations that could be applied in the 
government sector.   

I will close by making three observations.  First, in August last year the minister had cabinet sign off on a new 
land release target of 20 000 lots for Perth and Peel.  The minister issued a press release - she was like an 
edifice - and said that she knew that there was an issue and that she would solve the problem by releasing 20 000 
lots in Perth and Peel in the 2006-07 financial year.  Guess what?  She failed, because she could not meet the 
target of 20 000 lots.  If there was no problem, why did the minister set a higher target?  Of course there was a 
problem, and the minister was going to solve it by setting and reaching a target of 20 000 lots in Perth and Peel, 
but she did not make that target.  Worse than that, the minister has approved fewer lots than in either of the 
preceding two years.  How can that be?  There are fewer lots at the end of the March quarter and the minister is 
on target for the release of fewer lots for the whole year.  That is a fundamental systematic failing. 

Secondly, Marion Thompson’s fifth recommendation refers to a little quirk in the Land Tax Act.  It is called the 
developer land tax concession.  I will not go into the details.  She looked at the data and said that the 
government’s removal a few years ago of the developer land tax concession is having a negative impact on land 
supply.  That is what Marion Thompson said.  The Treasurer had that information in February of this year and 
had a chance in the budget to reintroduce that concession.   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Have you looked at the state tax report? 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I have.  I am glad the Treasurer has asked me that question, because herein lies the point.  
Marion Thompson was charged with providing affordable housing.  She was saying to get rid of the taxation 
provision.  In the state tax report the Treasury, which is charged with filling the government’s coffers, was 
saying to leave it.  The Treasurer faced a clear choice: affordable housing or maximising tax revenue.  He bolted 
for maximising tax revenue.  Marion Thompson’s fifth recommendation was to look at the tax system.  The 
Treasurer should read the detail.  He ignored it because he wanted to stuff a few more bucks into his pockets.   
The final and ultimate disgrace was the announcement last week by the Premier that he had turfed out the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure from any responsibility for land supply.  He has his chief political head 
kicker, David Hatt, who has been wheeled out for the economic review of the land and housing markets in 
Western Australia.  That is an admission that the minister has mucked it up and has failed and, like a naughty 
little schoolgirl, has been sent to the corner.  David Hatt has been brought in to save the day.  Why else would it 
be that the Department of the Premier and Cabinet has taken over land and housing markets in Western 
Australia?  It is because the minister has mucked it up.  The minister has been replaced by David Hatt. 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  He is a disaster too; in fact, he’s probably worse. 
Mr T. BUSWELL:  We will see.  Let me conclude by saying that it is the minister’s responsibility, which I 
believe the minister knows and which I believe government members know because they will have queues of 
people at their electoral offices complaining about the price of housing and rent.  When people come to my 
office, as difficult as it is for me to put them through this, I show them a picture of the minister.   
Ms J.A. Radisich:  You are a disgrace.  Why do you have to make everything personal?   
Mr T. BUSWELL:  It is personal, because we are talking about people’s lives.   
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order!   
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [4.02 pm]:  The National Party will also be 
supporting this motion today.  We put on the parliamentary record some of the challenges facing regional 
Western Australia and exactly what is happening outside the confines of the metropolitan area.  The Deputy 
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Leader of the Opposition put very succinctly what is happening in Perth, but in the Pilbara and Kimberley people 
face crises of enormous proportions with housing affordability and availability.  The Pilbara region is providing 
for government coffers nearly $1.5 billion in royalties, which is flowing into the consolidated revenue account 
from those people who are working shifts in the Pilbara mining industry.  They are working hard to deliver those 
royalties.  At the end of long shifts and long weeks, do they go home to a house?  No, they go home to a swag or 
sleep in their car.  If they really hit pay dirt in housing in the Pilbara, they might have their own caravan.  That is 
where they live at the end of their long shifts.  What a disgraceful outcome that in the economic times that we 
enjoy today, with the economic dividends flowing to Western Australia from the mining sector in the Pilbara, 
many of those workers and their families end up sleeping in swags on the ground or the backseats of their cars or 
aspire to own a caravan in an overcrowded caravan park, which is about as good as it gets.   

The minister is titled the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  During the time of Geoff Gallop and the 
current Premier, the Labor government has maintained that the economy is strong as a result of its hard work and 
that the mining sector has been supported by its work.  The government has taken all the credit for the strong 
economic times, but it does not seem to want to take any responsibility for ensuring that workers in the Pilbara 
region get to live in an affordable house, can make a life for their families and do not end up as fly in, fly out 
workers who add nothing to the regional economy and do nothing to promote strong and sustainable 
communities in the north west.  If I had the title of Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, I hope that I would 
be able to understand the challenges of the mining boom and make sure that I responded to them.   

There is a drip feed of land and still not enough land available in those northern communities.  We are at the 
stage now where the Premier is in the Parliament crowing about the benefits of the Pluto liquefied natural gas 
project for Western Australia, but where will the workers live?  Where will they be able to have a family life?  
Where will they be able to take their extended families into the Pilbara to make a life?  It looks as though it will 
be just another fly in, fly out example, whereby Perth grows and regional Western Australia misses out.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Where are they going to live in Perth? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  Once again, that is a real challenge.  I think everyone would agree that we would like to see 
workers in the Pilbara and those following the mining boom in the Kimberley residing in those areas and having 
their extended families move to join them.  However, that is simply not the case.   
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition talked about LandCorp.  I agree that there is a fundamental problem with 
LandCorp.  Section 3(d) of the LandCorp act requires the agency to dispose of surplus government land assets to 
maximise the financial returns to the state.  LandCorp is acting in a financial context, which is part of this 
problem.  LandCorp should be part of the solution, not part of the problem.   
Mr E.S. Ripper:  When does that section date from? 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I have only the section and not the date in front of me.  I would be happy for the Treasurer 
to explain that to me.  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure has criticised it for being an act of the 
previous government.  I think the legislation needs to be changed.  LandCorp should be out there making 
affordable housing available, not being part of the property development scene.  I find it remarkable that 
LandCorp is developing at Swanbourne, the old Hollywood Hospital site and the Leighton Beach site, while 
regional WA is the place where LandCorp should be acting.  It should not be acting where private developers 
would quite happily do the work.  I would appreciate the minister’s response to that.  The National Party has 
raised in previous debates the fact that LandCorp executives have received performance bonuses based on 
meeting the targets of their agency.  Once again, the LandCorp legislation requires those executives to maximise 
the financial return to the state.  Performance bonuses are being paid to senior executives in order to meet those 
targets.  However, at the same time housing and land affordability have spiralled out of control in Western 
Australia.  It would seem that the easiest place for the government to start would be with LandCorp, where the 
government of the day has the ability to legislate and change LandCorp’s focus on what it should be delivering.  
Now may be the time that we should change the focus of LandCorp so that it becomes part of the solution rather 
than part of the problem.   
I will give the minister an anecdotal example of that.  A year or so ago in Derby, when the proposal for a new 
regional prison for Derby came to light, LandCorp land was withdrawn from the market.  It was put back on the 
market several months down the track at a higher price, because LandCorp knew that with increasing demand for 
that land it could get a higher price.  It acted as any private speculative developer would by withdrawing that 
land and letting the notion of that prison development become part of the general knowledge of the wider 
community.  It then put that land back on the market further down the track to allow it to get extra return.  
At the National Party conference on the weekend we announced our bush change home owners grant; that is, a 
$25 000 grant to attract people from the metropolitan area to some of the smaller inland communities of regional 
Western Australia.  In my home town of Corrigin people can still buy a 4 x 1 house for $150 000.  I believe it is 
a much better place for first home buyers to start in the property market because property there is affordable.  
The notion that no jobs are available there is incorrect.  Many jobs are available in regional Western Australia 
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for those performing government tasks, such as nursing.  It would be a very good policy for the government to 
promote that sort of work in regional Western Australia.   

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [4.09 pm]:  I stress that I 
have always acknowledged that housing affordability is a very real problem; I have always acknowledged our 
concern about spiralling land prices; and I have always acknowledged our concern about the impact that 
spiralling land prices have on rents.  However, in analysing the problem I have always said that the 
conservatives’ agenda to identify more cow paddocks to rezone as residential land is not the solution.  I have 
pointed out that vast tracks of land have already been identified for residential development.   

When we talk about land supply, we must be careful that we understand Mike Nahan’s and the federal 
government’s line that this government has evil socialist policies that are putting restrictions on the amount of 
land available for residential development.  We are not doing that.  I have pointed out previously that we have 18 
to 20 years’ worth of supply of zoned land.  I have always acknowledged that from 2005, when the market 
started to peak, we had the problems in turning that zoned land into building blocks at a sufficient pace to keep 
that market supplied.  This state has gone through phenomenal growth, but it is not something that is restricted to 
Western Australia.  However, in Western Australia, because this state is growing faster than any other state, we 
are very much feeling the affects of this growth.   

I have always acknowledged that within government there needs to be a process whereby it is prepared to adopt 
a policy of continuous improvement.  We may have systems in place that are adequate to deal with a certain 
level of growth, but as the level of growth accelerates we need to do what we can to improve those systems.  The 
presentation by the member for Vasse was completely dishonest.  I have commented that there is and has been a 
role for government and the private sector.  We accept a responsibility to constantly improve those processes 
across government.   

In 2004 the Urban Development Institute, the Property Council and the Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure set up a process to review our business operations to improve the performance of the department, 
and we achieved that improvement.  I am pleased to say that from 2001 to 2005 the department was able to 
almost double the number of approvals it dealt with.  Complex legislation that we started developing in 2003 
finally passed through this Parliament in 2005.  That legislation also improved those processes.   

In March 2006 - not this year - I called the land supply summit, at which all the players talked about what we 
needed to do to improve the processes, given this massive acceleration of demand.  One of the key 
recommendations was to appoint a land release coordinator to get better interaction across government and 
between the government and the private sector.  Within a month I appointed Marion Thompson to fill that role.  
Since that time the recommendations that came out of Marion Thompson’s report have been implemented.  We 
have, for example, made a commitment of $21 million to the development of an electronic land processing 
system, put in place a series of mechanisms, given more resources to DPI’s planning sector and made a couple of 
increments of resources into those areas.  In addition, there have been increases in funding to the Department of 
Environment and Conservation to give it the ability to speed up its processes.  A series of corridor coordinators 
have been put in place and we are dealing with some of the underlying structural planning issues.  It is a question 
of not only the number of blocks that we are able to get out immediately, but also dealing with the underlying 
structure plans so that when those blocks come up for assessment the process can be done in a more speedy way.   
The situation is that currently we have a lot more land on the market than this time last year, and there is no 
doubt about that.  Members only have to read the paper to see that land is selling very slowly.  We can hardly 
expect developers to be cutting up a whole lot more building blocks when the blocks on the fringe are selling 
slowly.  One of the reasons they are selling slowly is that they are overpriced and the market recognises that.   

Mr T. Buswell:  You said you would socialise the whole thing last week - buy the land and release it yourself.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  There is a difficulty with that because the land has been released in stages.  The 
member asked for some examples and I have some with me.  I will demonstrate how this works.  In one 
subdivision at Carramar 456 lots were approved in May 2003.  Those lots were delivered in stages.  In the first 
stage the prices ranged from $117 000 to $154 000.  By 2006, in the same subdivision that had already been 
approved, the prices had gone up by 80 to 100 per cent - $190 000 to $340 000.  We are not talking about 
broadacre land that had been acquired after the price spiral, but land that had been already owned.  Quite clearly, 
what happened is that the developers were charging what the market would bear.  It would appear that many of 
the subdivisions have over-shot the mark.  Now that the market has fallen back there is a great difficulty, because 
if the prices are dropped $20 000, $30 000 or $40 000 to balance the market, those people who bought in stages 
2 or 3 will be in a negative equity situation.  That has created this great conundrum.  While demand has dropped 
dramatically, prices have not dropped to match that.  If members read the papers, they will note that rebates have 
been given.  The rebates started off at $5 000, went to $10 000 and then to $15 000, and in Saturday’s paper 
there were rebates around $20 000.  Rather than seeing the face value of the prices come down in order to try to 
prevent a negative equity situation occurring, the market has been offering these rebates.   
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Mr T. Buswell:  I am glad you are not the Treasurer, with that sort of analysis.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  That is precisely what has happened.  If the member talks to developers on the 
fringe, they will acknowledge that is what has happened and has created this difficulty.   

Mr T. Buswell:  Are you saying that the use of rebates will not have a localised impact on other people’s house 
prices?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  That is the logic behind the rebate instead of dropping the prices.  Does the 
member for Vasse acknowledge that land sales on the urban fringe are moving slowly?   

Mr T. Buswell:  I do.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We have an adequate supply, given the prices that are set.   

Mr T. Buswell:  You have your eyes shut.  The horse has bolted and that is the whole issue.  You waffle on but 
have done nothing.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We have had a vicious spike in demand that led to a massive price increase.  The 
people who benefited from that were the developers.  It is clear that substantial profit taking occurred.  I believe 
that we have to work harder to improve our processes.  I have always accepted that.  In every discussion that I 
have had on this topic, I have acknowledged that government cannot be complacent, that we have to 
continuously improve our processes and get better coordination.  That is what we are doing.   

It is true that fewer metropolitan lots were released this year, but demand has gone down substantially.  People 
will not take these lots to the final approval stage if there is no demand for them.  At this point we know that 
landowners are building up their stocks of titled lots.  We think that is very positive.  When the member for 
Vasse quoted from a survey, he did not quote the part of the report that puts it in context.  As the Premier said 
today, we have to be very careful when we are dealing with the member for Vasse because he has a propensity to 
take things out of context. 

Mr T. Buswell:  Which page? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The same page that the member quoted today.   

Mr T. Buswell:  Which page was that? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Page VIII.  It states - 

The large number of inactive lots reflects a high approval rate that appears to have outstripped the 
capacity of professional staff and contractors in both the development industry and government 
agencies to address approval conditions and construct the subdivisions.  This highlights the difficulty of 
delivering lots to the market in a boom economy where there is strong competition for labour and 
materials fr2om other economic sectors and frustration in being unable to satisfy the high demand for 
lots from the community.   

We have always said that.  We have said that there is a shortage of men and machines, a shortage of people to 
process applications both within government and within the private sector, and a shortage of the actual physical 
civil construction capacity, particularly in 2006.  We have seen that come off somewhat this year; that pressure 
on the civil construction capacity has fallen back.  I want to make it absolutely clear that some developers have 
creamed it.  I do not resile from that.  Equally, as I have said, we have all faced amazing capacity constraints in 
trying to deal with this problem.  We have all acknowledged that we have to get our systems working better and 
that we have to do things better.  We have always said that the government has a key role in delivering systems 
improvements.  We have been constantly working to improve our processes.  This issue is not just about the 
number of final lots.  To some extent that is affected by the desire for the market to get a type of lot onto the 
market.  I have received very good reports this month alone.  For example, two of the corridor coordinators that 
we have put on have approved 1 000 lots between them.  That is a pretty phenomenal output.  It recognises that 
we have been doing a lot of work to get the structure planning right to assist local government.  The developer 
survey showed that 85 per cent of the problems being experienced by developers were from local government 
approvals.  We have recognised that and we have been working with local government on ways to improve its 
performance.  It has exactly those same capacity constraints.  We simply have to keep acknowledging the fact 
that there is a shortage and that each of these agencies - local and state governments and the private sector - is 
having great difficulty getting sufficient skilled personnel to deliver at the rate that we would like to deliver.   

I want to speak a little about LandCorp because the allegations that have been made about it are unbelievable.  
Mike Nahan says in his report, showing how absolutely incompetent he is - 

Mr T. Buswell:  What does he say about you?  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  He is a paid political operator. 
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Mr T. Buswell:  Paid by whom? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  He is paid by the Liberal Party.  Does Mike Nahan say in his report that the state 
Labor government commercialised LandCorp?  He says that we changed the operation of LandCorp and stripped 
it of its powers to deliver urban land.  I find this absolutely extraordinary.  Two things happened under Doug 
Shave in 1999.  Firstly, the LandCorp legislation was changed and LandCorp had to operate commercially.  
Secondly, LandCorp was forced to sell virtually all its broadacre holdings.  Presumably, some developers got in 
the ear of the Liberal Party and convinced the Liberals that LandCorp should not be in the business of 
developing broadacre developments.  LandCorp was not in the position that Mike Nahan wanted it to be in to 
take charge of land development because it had been forced to sell all its broadacre estates by the previous 
administration.  The legislation was changed by the previous government to ensure that LandCorp acted on a 
commercial basis.  Quite frankly, I support the notion that LandCorp should act on a commercial basis.  
Notwithstanding that, we have introduced a policy that enables LandCorp to go into regional Western Australia 
and develop land at a loss in that program.  That is our town site development program.  We set aside millions of 
dollars each year to allow LandCorp to operate at a loss.  Quite frankly, that is how it should be.  It should be 
transparent.  There should be a transparent process whereby if there is to be a community service obligation, it is 
shown on the books.  We actually support it.  We did not support the government forcing LandCorp to sell all its 
land to its developer mates but we did support the commercialisation of LandCorp because from time to time we 
believe that it is right and proper for government to say that it will subsidise land development for the purpose of 
regional development, in particular.  We do that; we have a very active town site development program.   

Let us look at some of the facts about LandCorp and what it is doing in regional Western Australia.  In 1999-
2000 there were 111 lots provided and a total expenditure by LandCorp in the region of $6.3 million.  The next 
year that went up to $11.5 million.  By 2005-06, under this Labor government, that figure had gone up to 
$42 million.  Last year it was $79 million.  In this current financial year it is forecast to be $160 million.  Since 
the last year of the previous government we saw an increase in total production of 43 lots to 961 lots in regional 
Western Australia, a massive increase in the endeavour by LandCorp.  Just to get that right, there were 43 lots 
provided and $11.5 million expended.  Now, some six years later, there are 961 lots and expenditure of 
$160 million.  That is right across the state.   

Mr G. Snook:  Tell us where they are. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I am happy to provide, as I have done before in this house, lists of the country 
towns in which this is being done.  Again, the Mike Nahan report has got it completely wrong where he claims 
that in Karratha LandCorp has had its foot on the hose and it has not been releasing land.  Let us remember what 
happened under the previous government.  It made the former Department of Land Administration sell all its 
land to a private developer.  That private developer was putting out an average of 25 to 30 lots a year.  We were 
highly constrained until we were able to resolve the native title situation and come to an agreement with the 
Indigenous groups, which was finally completed in 2005.  Since that time in 2006-07 LandCorp has sold 340 lots 
in Karratha, and planning for another thousand lots is underway.  In fact, we have a civil construction team 
permanently based in Karratha that churns out the lot system; as one subdivision is finished, it moves on to 
another.  Interestingly, it was Mike Nahan again, as I say, who got it completely wrong.  His analysis bore no 
relationship whatsoever to the facts of the case.  Indeed, it was interesting to note that Karratha is acknowledged 
as one of those towns that has kept a high level of affordability precisely because we have had LandCorp in the 
market churning out those lots with great rapidity.  We have this massive growth in Western Australia, and it is a 
problem that has been experienced all across Australia, so we are not Robinson Crusoe.  We have always 
accepted that this extraordinary growth has placed enormous pressure on our processes and we have been 
modifying our processes since 2004 to get a better outcome.  Now we have seen a doubling of the production of 
lots - 

Mr T. Buswell:  In the last 12 months it has gone down. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I have explained to the member for Vasse that it may be because the demand has 
dropped off in Perth.   

Mr T. Buswell:  No, because in the six months to the end of December it went down compared to the 
corresponding period in the previous two years; it is not the case. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Demand has dropped off very, very considerably.  Accordingly, our capacity to 
complete those final approvals has dropped off, because it does not make sense for developers to continue 
producing that level of final approvals.  We are acknowledging that we have to continually improve our 
processes.  In every discussion we have had on this topic, the first thing we have said is that we accept that the 
government - not just my agency, but Department of Environment and Conservation, Water Corporation, 
Western Power, all of us - has to improve its internal processes and the way that its agencies interact in order to 
assist the private sector in getting this land out onto the market.  We will continue to do that.  We accept this as 
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an inevitable consequence of a boom economy in which we have tremendous growth and capacity constraints.  
We do not take it lightly.  We are on the case and will continue to be on the case.  

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Treasurer) [4.32 pm]:  I think the opposition has trouble coming to grips with 
the fact that, in notional terms, the state’s economy is 80 per cent bigger than when the government was elected 
in 2001.  The opposition says that it is no thanks to the government.  However, if members opposite had thought 
in 2000 or 2001 that we would experience this sort of growth, I am certain they would have gone into the 2001 
election painting a much rosier picture of the state’s future than they did.  Clearly, what has happened has caught 
a lot of people by surprise.  No-one in the government or opposition predicted that there would be $105 billion 
worth of private sector investment in the Western Australian economy in five or six years.  It is not finishing 
there: about $140 billion worth of projects is under consideration.   

As I move about among people in the resources sector, what I hear is that they expect this enormous spurt of 
economic growth to go on at a stronger level for a longer period than had previously been anticipated.  In fact, 
people talk about a paradigm change, a step change, in Western Australia’s circumstances.  They are talking 
about a permanent uplift in our circumstances in which we will never go back to where we were in 2000 or 2001.  
That is what they are saying.  I am not an expert on these matters and I have to be guided by those people in the 
resources sector who tell me that in essence we have not seen anything yet in terms of the expansions that they 
are contemplating, such as faster rates of growth and bigger expansions than we have seen to date.  In that sort of 
environment there are shortages of everything: shortages of material, shortages of labour and shortages of skills.  
The state government is not immune from those shortages of skills.  As an employer of 100 000 people, we are 
having documented difficulties in recruiting teachers, police officers, nurses, people to regulate occupational 
health and safety in the mining industry, and planners.  Yes, we are having difficulty recruiting and retaining 
planners and we are not the only ones; it is also the case for local government.  That is one of the consequences 
of the rate of economic growth that we are experiencing.  A major resources developer told me that what it is 
doing now is costing double what it would have cost five years ago and is taking one-third longer to complete.  
The level of economic growth that we are experiencing is terrific and very welcome; it gives Western Australia 
and the nation opportunities that we never dreamed we would have had.  However, it creates constraints, 
bottlenecks, shortages of skills and shortages of labour.   

What we have had is significant growth in the release of lots, but growth that has not matched unprecedented 
levels of demand.  Marion Thompson’s report stated in part - 

The number of residential lots issued with final approval in 2005-06 for Perth and Peel was 16,299; 
more than double the 7,635 lots produced in 2000-01.  However, the unprecedented level of demand for 
serviced residential lots over the last 12 to 18 months has outstripped supply.   

What we had from the Deputy Leader of the Opposition was a total focus on supply.  He deliberately did not 
quote from those sections of the various reports that he had in his hand that related to demand.  The issue is not 
one of supply alone; it is the balance between supply and demand.  The “Western Australian Economic 
Summary 2007 No. 2” report states - 

Robust economic conditions and rapid population growth have generated strong housing demand in 
Western Australia in recent years.   

However, constraints on the supply of vacant blocks for residential building, supply bottlenecks and 
increasing residential construction costs (driven mainly by labour and materials shortages) have meant 
that the supply of new housing onto the market has not matched demand. 

What we have is unprecedented and unanticipated demand, flowing from an 80 per cent increase in the size of 
the economy, outstripping supply. 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs J. Hughes):  Order, member for Vasse! 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  The housing market is not the only market in which that has happened.  We have seen that 
happen in the construction market more generally and in the labour market.  We cannot have $105 billion worth 
of investment in an economy the size of Western Australia’s and 80 per cent growth in the economy without 
these sorts of constraints and bottlenecks occurring, because it is a very fast rate of economic growth indeed.  
The government recognises its responsibility to act on this issue and it has acted.  We have the most generous 
stamp duty exemptions in the nation for first home buyers and have established the innovative shared equity 
scheme First Start.  We will build a thousand extra public and community houses over the next four years.  We 
are improving government land release processes with a $21 million investment in a new electronic management 
system to manage the approvals.  We have provided more assistance for tenants and more bond assistance and 
we have scrapped letting fees, so we are working hard on this issue, but it is a consequence of 80 per cent growth 
in the economy. 
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Question put and a division taken with the following result - 
Ayes (24) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr M.J. Cowper Mr R.F. Johnson Mr M.W. Trenorden 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Mr J.H.D. Day Mr J.E. McGrath Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr M.J. Birney Mr B.J. Grylls Mr P.D. Omodei Ms S.E. Walker 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Mr D.T. Redman Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr G. Snook Dr J.M. Woollard 
Dr E. Constable Dr G.G. Jacobs Dr S.C. Thomas Mr T.R. Sprigg (Teller) 

 

Noes (28) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mr R.C. Kucera Mrs C.A. Martin Mr E.S. Ripper 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr F.M. Logan Mr M.P. Murray Mr T.G. Stephens 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr D.A. Templeman 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr J.A. McGinty Mr P. Papalia Mr P.B. Watson 
Mrs D.J. Guise Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr J.N. Hyde Ms S.M. McHale Ms M.M. Quirk Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr A.D. McRae Ms J.A. Radisich Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 

 

            

Pair 

 Mr A.J. Simpson Mrs M.H. Roberts 

Question thus negatived. 

PAPER TABLED 
A paper was tabled and ordered to lie upon the table of the house. 

BILLS 
Assent 

Messages from the Governor received and read notifying assent to the following bills - 

1. Local Government Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2006. 
2. Chemistry Centre (WA) Bill 2006. 
3. Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Amendment Bill 2005. 
4. Revenue Laws Amendment (Taxation) Bill 2007. 
5. Revenue Laws Amendment (Assessment) Bill 2007. 
6. Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Bill (No. 1) 2007. 
7. Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Bill (No. 2) 2007. 
8. Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 5) 2006. 
9. Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 6) 2006. 
10. Western Australian College of Teaching Amendment Bill 2007. 
11. Child Care Services Bill 2007. 

DRAFT CONSUMER CREDIT (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) CODE AMENDMENT ORDER 2007 
Assembly’s Resolution - Council’s Concurrence 

Message from the Council received and read notifying that it had concurred with the Assembly’s resolution. 

BILLS 
Returned 

1. Revenue Laws Amendment (Taxation) Bill 2007. 
2. Revenue Laws Amendment (Assessment) Bill 2007. 
3. Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Bill (No. 1) 2007. 
4. Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Bill (No. 2) 2007. 
5. Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 5) 2006. 
6. Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 6) 2006. 
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7. Child Care Services Bill 2007. 
8. Western Australian College of Teaching Amendment Bill 2007 

Bills returned from the Council without amendment. 

9. Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Bill 2006. 

Bill returned from the Council with amendments. 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Appointment of Hon Ken Travers - Council’s Message 

Message from the Legislative Council received and read acquainting the Legislative Assembly that Hon Ken 
Travers had been appointed to the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission. 

ROAD TRAFFIC AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 2) 2007 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 21 June. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [4.50 pm]:  The Road Traffic Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2007 that is before the 
house today is a very important bill.  They are not in the chamber, but I want to thank the staff from the various 
departments who came along to give the briefing to the opposition.  It was very useful, and they were very 
helpful indeed. 

I am a little confused.  Some people might say that that is not unusual.  However, I will tell the house why I am 
confused.  It is because when I looked in the Government Gazette to see who had responsibility for the Road 
Traffic Act, I saw that it clearly states that it is the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  She is the minister 
responsible, but she is not the minister who introduced the bill and she is not the minister who will be in this 
chamber to deal with the bill.  It will be the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Minister for Community Safety. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No, Minister for Police and for Community Safety - both.  There are three main parts to 
this bill.  Two of the parts deal with police, and the other part deals with community safety.  However, 
notwithstanding all that, this bill, which amends the Road Traffic Act 1974, is the responsibility of the Minister 
for Planning and Infrastructure.  I can understand why the Premier would not want the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure to handle this bill in this place, because this bill deals with safety on our roads, drink-driving and 
excessive speeding.  I suggest that that is why the Premier and this government do not want the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure to deal with this bill in this chamber.  Why?  Some people may not know this.  It is 
because the minister has a fantastic record by some measure. 
Mr A.D. McRae:  I think most people are interested in knowing what you have to say about the substance of the 
bill, rather than slandering people. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I think most people are interested in knowing what the member had to do with the leaked 
copy of the report that came from his committee, which he was fully aware of and which he has taken no 
responsibility for.  That is what they want to know. 

Point of Order 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  The member has just told an untruth in saying that I was aware that the document had been 
leaked, when he sat on the committee that reported to this house and said that I was not aware.  Therefore, he 
should withdraw what I can only describe as a lie to the house. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs J. Hughes):  The member for Riverton, in calling for a point of order, asserted 
that a lie had been told in this house.  I ask the member to withdraw that. 
Mr A.D. McRae:  I withdraw that and say that it was an untruth. 
The ACTING SPEAKER:  At this stage, I do not believe that we have a point of order.  However, if there are 
any further accusations, that should be dealt with in a substantive motion. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Madam Acting Speaker, I appreciate your protection from certain members on the other 
side.  I was saying - obviously, it is of some embarrassment to members opposite - that the minister responsible 
for the legislation that we are amending, the Road Traffic Act, is the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  
Some new members may not be aware of that, but she is the minister responsible.  It is in the Government 
Gazette.  That is why representatives from the Department for Planning and Infrastructure came to the briefing.  
In fact, I must say that they were very helpful, and so were the police who came to the briefing.  They were not 
in the chamber when I thanked them for their tremendous help and for the information that they gave, but I do so 
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now because they are in the chamber.  Quite frankly, they are a credit to the departments in which they serve.  I 
wish I could say the same about the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, but unfortunately I cannot.  I am 
staggered that in nearly seven years - 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Member, your abusiveness does not cover up your inadequacy.  You don’t need to be 
abusive to the minister.  It will not cover up your inadequacy. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Let me tell my friend - he can try to shout me down - that in nearly seven years neither 
the Premier nor the government has had the gumption to move that minister so that she has nothing to do with 
drink-driving, excessive speeds and all the rest of it.  She has a history, and that is why she is not in the chamber 
now.  I said to her during the last division that I hoped she would stay in the chamber because I had a few things 
to say about her.  She said, “What’s that?  What’s the next item of business?”  I said that it was the Road Traffic 
Amendment Bill (No. 2).  She said that it had nothing to do with her.  I said, “Yes, it does.”  She does not even 
know herself.  The Minister for Health and Attorney General threatened to bring in legislation to decriminalise 
prostitution and have open slather on brothels.  However, what does that come under in the Government Gazette?  
The Minister for Police has responsibility for the Prostitution Act.  I am saying that there are obviously ministers 
in this chamber who are not capable of dealing with the legislation for which they have responsibility as set out 
in the Government Gazette, and it is just open slather for anybody who can deal with anything.  It is to try to 
shield those ministers who probably are a bit incapable.  However, I do not know why this particular matter was 
given to the Minister for Police, because he is not much better than the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  
There probably were no other takers.  Anyway, I thought I would mention that, because some members are not 
aware of the history of all this and the history of the particular minister in question. 

The only thing I was annoyed about at one point was that when I stopped being a minister and the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure became a minister, she took over my car, and that was the car in which she was 
caught doing 98 kilometres an hour in a 60 kilometres an hour speed zone.  Then we found out that other things 
had happened for which she had lost her licence, and that was in my old car!  I felt quite upset about that.  
Anyway, I just wanted to get that off my chest. 

I will now move on to the substantive part of the bill.  I have already said that there are three major parts to this 
bill.  Two of them fall under my responsibility.  The other part falls under the responsibility of my colleague the 
member for South Perth, and that is in the road safety area.  However, whether it is road safety or police, they are 
all to do with trying to ensure safety on our roads and to reduce the death toll on our roads.  That is probably why 
it is a good thing that the minister now has a government driver. 

What are these three areas?  Basically, penalties will apply to hit-and-run cases, when drivers leave the scene of 
traffic crashes and/or fail to report crashes resulting in death or serious injury.  That is a very serious aspect for 
road users and pedestrians.  I believe that particular part of this bill is long overdue for amendment.  I think what 
geed the government into doing something - this is not a criticism, because I am glad the government did it; my 
only criticism is that it should have done it a bit earlier - was when we heard of the tragic loss of life of an 
elderly gentleman named Michael Witkowski.  This legislation is now being referred to as Mike’s law.  I must 
say that I do not agree with naming legislation after individuals who tragically lose their lives.  It is a bit like 
Jess’s law.  I believe it is probably inappropriate, and I do not think it reflects the overall serious situation and 
the implications for people who drive dangerously, who kill others, obviously not intentionally, or who really 
seriously injure other people on our roads.  That is another point that I wanted to get off my chest.  

The legislation deals with changes that will affect the government’s novice driver reform package.  My colleague 
the member for South Perth will deal with that part of the bill.  Another part of the bill deals with ensuring that 
the method of reporting breath analysis complies with new Australian standards, which was explained very well 
to us at our briefing on the bill.  I cannot see any problems with that whatsoever.  The bill deals with the new 
way of analysing readings and the scientific measures that will be put in place once the new standards take 
effect.  For the sake of Hansard, the new standard requires that evidential breath analyses report blood alcohol 
concentration as the number of grams of alcohol contained in 210 litres of breath.  This directly correlates to the 
number of grams of alcohol per hundred millilitres of blood.  We have been assured that when a person blows 
.05, the new scientific measurements will show the same reading as the present one.  The new system will take a 
little while to implement.  The bill brings Western Australia in line with the rest of Australia, which is 
commonsense.  

I will deal first with people who commit the dreadful crime that is commonly known as a hit-and-run as a result 
of driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, which is all too common these days, or from simply driving 
recklessly or exceeding the speed limit by an unacceptable margin.  Recently there have been far too many cases 
involving people driving 45 kilometres an hour, or more, over the speed limit.  As I said earlier, the tragic death 
of Michael Witkowski prompted the government to reform the law to deal with those people.  I am sure 
members will be aware of what happened to Mr Witkowski.  There were two people in the car that hit 
Mr Witkowski.  They did not stop to render assistance.  Everyone has an obligation and a duty to stop and render 
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assistance to any person who is knocked down by a vehicle or whose vehicle is hit by another motor vehicle, 
despite the fact that they may have been driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs or driving recklessly or 
exceeding the speed limit.  At the moment, the penalties for such behaviour are totally inadequate.  
Mr Witkowski, who was an elderly gentleman, was hit by a car and killed.  The two people in the car that hit 
Mr Witkowski did not stop to render assistance, nor did they stop to find out whether he was seriously injured or 
dead.  They immediately drove away from the scene of the accident and then they did everything they could to 
camouflage their vehicle.  They obviously had no intention of owning up to the horrific offence.  The penalties 
for causing death in those circumstances are absolutely inadequate.  The bill provides new penalties for that type 
of offence, which have my support and the support of the Liberal Party.   

If a vehicle is involved in a crash in which bodily harm occurs to another person and the driver does not stop 
immediately after the accident or render assistance to the injured person, the driver will be subject to the 
following penalties: if a person is killed, the driver will be subject to a maximum of 20 years’ imprisonment; if a 
person suffers grievous bodily harm, the driver will be subject to a maximum penalty of 14 years’ imprisonment; 
and, if a person sustains bodily injury, the driver will be subject to a maximum penalty of 10 years’ 
imprisonment.  The current penalty is a $2 500 fine and/or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months.  I 
am sure that every member of this house would agree that that penalty does not fit the crime.   

There is too much dangerous driving on our roads.  People will continue to be injured and killed on our roads 
every year; accidents occur, it is a fact of life.  However, one would think that human decency would prompt the 
driver of a car that has hit another person or vehicle to stop and render assistance.  I am sure that if any member 
of this house was driving a vehicle that hit another person for whatever reason, he or she would stop to try to 
render assistance.  They would certainly call for an ambulance or even the police, because it would be a police 
matter.  Unfortunately, some people in society are not prepared to do that and if they can get away without 
facing penalties, they will try to do so.  As I say, when a vehicle hits a pedestrian or another vehicle and the 
result is the death of the pedestrian or a person in a vehicle, that is a tragic loss of life.  It is a serious criminal 
offence for the driver to drive away and not report the matter to the police, and will be even more so once the bill 
is passed because the seriousness of the offence will be reflected by greater penalties.  That is one reason that the 
opposition supports the bill.  There has been conversation amongst some of my colleagues who feel that it is all 
very well to say that these people will be subject to 20 years’ imprisonment if they drive away from an accident 
that has caused the death of a person and do not report it to the police.  However, that is basically the same 
penalty that exists for murder, even wilful murder, although the penalty for wilful murder is life, with a non-
parole period being stipulated.  I do not want to belittle the seriousness of a hit-and-run crime.  However, I 
wonder whether a maximum of 20 years’ imprisonment is appropriate.  We all know for a fact that the courts 
will never hand down a 20-year sentence.  They will never hand down a maximum sentence to a person who 
commits a hit-and-run crime.  I guarantee that in the next 20 years not one judge will hand down 20 years to 
somebody who commits this crime, because it is not a wilful act.  The act of hitting a person or another vehicle 
with a car is not a wilful act; it is done through stupidity or ignorance of the road rules, or from driving while 
under the influence of alcohol or drugs.  Therefore, no judge will ever sentence a person responsible for that 
crime to 20 years in jail.  Although some members on this side of the house are not unhappy with a 20-year 
maximum, they feel that there should be a minimum mandatory penalty because it is a serious crime.  I would be 
happy for a minimum mandatory sentence of 10 years in jail.  I concede that a little 80-year-old lady may knock 
somebody over without realising it and, as a result, would not go to the police and report it.  She may drive home 
oblivious to the fact that she has caused an accident.  That would have to be proved.  Under those circumstances, 
I would not like to see that little old lady locked away for 10 years.  However, I would have no problem 
whatsoever in seeing hoons and drink-drivers locked away for a minimum of 10 years if they have knowingly 
left the scene of an accident and tried to disguise the fact that their car was involved in an accident that resulted 
in the serious injury or death of a person.  That is something we can debate another day.  That is not in the bill.  I 
am sure the minister will be very pleased to know that I will not be moving an amendment along those lines at 
this stage.   

People suffer grievous bodily harm all the time.  The maximum period of imprisonment for causing grievous 
bodily harm will be 14 years.  However, members must realise that this penalty will apply only to a person who 
causes grievous bodily harm, does not render assistance and continues his journey, not reporting the dreadful 
accident of knocking somebody down and causing grievous bodily harm or seriously injuring somebody in 
another vehicle.  For example, if somebody smashes into a vehicle, perhaps on a quiet road, causes serious 
injuries to a person in the other vehicle, does not stop, but drives home and decides not to report the accident, he 
will be subject to this penalty under this amending legislation.  If he drink drives and smashes into another car or 
knocks somebody over, provided he informs the police and does not treat the incident as a hit and run, he will 
not be subject to these sorts of penalties.  That is fair enough, because although he will have done the wrong 
thing in causing an accident and death or injury, he will have done the right thing by reporting it.  These new 
maximum penalties are worlds apart from existing penalties, so I am hoping that people will take some notice. 
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Sustaining bodily injury is not quite as serious as sustaining grievous bodily harm.  However, even that now 
attracts a pretty tough sentence of 10 years as a maximum.  Once again, I cannot see any court handing down a 
sentence of 10 years’ imprisonment, even to somebody who has caused bodily injury, has gone home and not 
reported it.  Apart from a case of wilful murder, courts will never hand down a maximum penalty.  I have some 
concern with this area of the legislation, because I believe it gives a false impression to the people of Western 
Australia that this government is getting really tough on crime and the sorts of people who commit these 
criminal acts.  All the government ever does is to extend the maximum penalty.  It has done that with other 
legislation relating to bashing seniors.  It has increased the maximum penalty to 20 years’ imprisonment.  No 
judge would ever sentence someone to 20 years’ imprisonment, even for bashing a 70-year-old lady.  I am pretty 
sure that when the person is found, he will not be given 20 years’ imprisonment - absolutely not.  He should be 
given 20 years’ imprisonment.  That is why I have always been a strong advocate of a minimum mandatory 
sentence, so that a judge cannot impose a lesser sentence; a judge may impose a greater but not lesser sentence. 

When a crash that occasions death or grievous bodily harm to another person occurs and the driver does not 
report the accident to the police, the driver will be subject to imprisonment for a maximum of 10 years.  
Presently, the maximum penalty for a first offence is $800 and for a subsequent offence a maximum penalty of 
$1 600 and/or imprisonment for 12 months.  That is just not enough.  I am very pleased that the government has 
made the effort to amend the legislation through this amending bill and to bring it into the Parliament.  The 
minister will be pleased to know that it certainly will not be delayed in this house.  This will be one of my 
shorter speeches, rather than one of my longer ones.  I believe that the member for South Perth and I will finish 
by six o’clock.  I do not know what other members will be doing when we return to the chamber at seven 
o’clock, but I am happy to give the minister an assurance that the opposition will deal with this bill expeditiously 
and not delay it for any adverse reasons, although we might want to raise some points during consideration in 
detail. 

I am very tempted to deal with another area, but I do not want to encroach upon it because my colleague has 
specific responsibilities under the shadow road safety portfolio.  I am sure that he would appreciate my sitting 
down sooner rather than later.  My colleague has indicated that he will take half an hour.  I can keep going for 
another quarter of an hour; that is not a problem.  I hate doing this, but I must criticise the government.  We have 
before us a bill that should be, and I think in the main will be, very useful in reducing deaths and accidents on the 
roads of Western Australia.  I hope it will act as a deterrent.  I can probably talk to this, because it is amending a 
bill that has not yet been proclaimed, and that went through this house I think in May, relating to hoon 
legislation.  Is not what has happened over the past few months interesting?  The Premier has suddenly realised 
that the government did not go far enough with the hoon legislation and that holding a car for 48 hours was no 
deterrent whatsoever, particularly to young hoons, who would wear it as a badge of honour.  This is a 
government that refused to agree to a simple and honest amendment to increase the impounding period from 
48 hours to seven days.  We on this side of the house thought that seven days was more than reasonable; in fact, 
some of my colleagues said that it should be 30 days.  It is about 30 days in New Zealand for a first offence. 

I recently visited the United Kingdom and its prisons, and if there is any pleasure in visiting prisons, it was very 
pleasurable.  I also visited some police facilities, including those at Hendon.  I met with police officers of 
different ranks.  I asked them what they did about the matter of vehicle insurance.  Many drivers in Western 
Australia are driving illegally or with suspended licences.  If their licence is suspended, technically the insurance 
component of their registration is invalid.  In the UK, drivers must have third party insurance.  It is not done 
through the government as it is done here when people pay for their registration sticker.  I like the registration 
sticker because it is a clear sign that the vehicle is insured and is registered inasmuch as road tax has been paid, 
which means that the driver is covered by third party insurance.  In the UK, the circumstances are slightly 
different.  A vehicle displays a road-tax disc, but third party insurance is paid for and covered through insurance 
companies.  UK police have a huge database.  A vehicle must have third party insurance for not only personal 
injury, but also property damage.  That is a good idea if somebody has a crash and his insurance is not fully 
comprehensive.  If somebody in Western Australia is not insured, people can go whistle.  The chances are that 
somebody who causes an accident is not insured and the person must be pursued through the courts.  
Circumstances in the UK are very different.  If a person is caught driving a vehicle that has no third party 
insurance, never mind fully comprehensive insurance, the police take the vehicle.  If that person cannot produce 
a valid insurance certificate within seven days, does the minister know what the UK police do with the vehicle?   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  No. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  They crush it; they end up with a cube of metal.  There are different constabularies 
throughout the UK, some of which are very inventive and imaginative.  Some drug dealers drive BMWs and 
other expensive cars costing £50 000.  One of the major police stations had a whole range of cars in front of it, 
such as BMWs, Mercedes and Jaguars, over which big signs were displayed.  A huge sign on one of these 
beautiful cars might read, “This car belonged to a drug dealer.”  The sign on a Jaguar might read, “This car 
belonged to somebody who was not insured.”  The following week outside the police station there would be 
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cubes of metal, and on one cube a sign might read, “This car used to belong to a drug dealer”, or “This car 
belonged to somebody who did not bother to insure his vehicle.”  It had a massive impact.   

If I was in the UK and owned a vehicle that had not been insured for third party and I let somebody else drive it, 
that car would be crushed.  If the person driving a vehicle was picked up and could not produce an insurance 
certificate indicating that the vehicle was insured, it would be taken from that person.   

A show on television recently about the United Kingdom cops showed them picking up a young bloke who was 
speeding.  I think he might have had a couple of drinks as well.  He was pulled over and the vehicle database 
showed that the vehicle was not insured.  He was asked whose car it was, and he said it was his girlfriend’s 
mother’s car.  The officer told him that he did not think he would be popular with his girlfriend’s mother, 
because the car would be crushed.  The police took the vehicle there and then, and after a week - the time given 
to produce an insurance certificate - the vehicle was crushed.  It is a good learning experience and it will 
encourage people to insure their cars.   

I have a similar view about people who commit road rage offences.  The Premier said he would prefer to channel 
the money back into an organisation such as the Road Safety Council.  I am not necessarily opposed to that, but 
examples must be given.  If an expensive car was involved, it would be better to sell it off and donate the 
proceeds to a charity that has a connection with road trauma.   

The UK police do not crush all the vehicles.  They keep some of them for covert operations.  It is a great idea to 
use vehicles that belonged to crooks to carry out covert operations on other crooks.  I know that it works.  I 
spoke to a direct entry officer at the academy.  He was a sergeant in the UK and was under the impression that he 
would be a sergeant here, but he is disappointed that he is only a senior constable.  I asked him about the UK 
legislation and he said it is one of the best pieces of legislation the police have had for years.  He said it really 
works.   

I suggest to the minister that he do a backflip - his colleagues, including the Premier, do a backflip at times - and 
get serious about people who commit acts of road rage.  I do not like the term “road rage” because it glorifies 
what they are doing; that is, driving dangerously and putting other road users at risk.  I will make a prediction.  
Before the next election the minister and this government will come up with a whizzbang policy on which their 
spin doctors have worked and say that they will get tough on these people.  It will be rebadged, but the 
government will somehow do something much more severe to the hoons who are committing these offences and 
putting people’s lives at risk.  The minister knows that 48 hours is not long enough to stop anybody from 
continuing to drive like a maniac and putting people’s lives at risk.  Far too many people have been killed on the 
roads.  The number of road deaths so far this year is horrifically high.  I am dreading what the figure will be by 
New Year’s Eve.  These acts of stupidity and bravado on the streets result in a total waste of life.   

Somebody needs to update the background information on the Road Safety Council’s website.  It contains out-
of-date information.  It says anybody driving with an alcohol level of .05 will be fined $100.  We have come a 
long way since then.  I suggest that with all the political interference by the minister and the government in the 
Road Safety Council and the survey it has been undertaking - Iraq really is a very serious issue for people using 
the roads in WA - and with all the money that is being spent on doing that sort of thing, the council needs to 
update its web page because it is out of date.   
Before the next election and on a quiet news day the minister and the Premier will stand before the press and 
announce a new whizzbang idea so that the government can get tough on people who commit crimes on the 
roads.  The minister will do that through public pressure.  I cannot remember whether the survey on law and 
order issues in this week’s Sunday Times included driving offences.   
Mr J.E. McGrath:  It did not include the Iraq war. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  It certainly did not include the Iraq war, as the Road Safety Council has done.  I filled one 
in.  Two weeks ago I sent the Sunday Times a copy of the survey I distributed to my electorate.  I am flattered 
that perhaps the reason it included the survey in last Sunday’s edition was that it was so impressed with the 
survey I sent to my electorate.  I sent out a survey on law and order issues to 15 000 homes in my electorate, and 
at the end of last week I had received 350-odd replies, and they are still coming in.  I covered the area of driving 
and nuisance drivers, including people hooning in the neighbourhood.  One of the questions I asked was whether 
antisocial behaviour, driving offences and the like should receive more attention from the police and this 
government.  What percentage out of about 350 respondents do members think said yes?  Was it 60 per cent or 
70 per cent?  I will tell members what it was.  Ninety-three per cent of respondents said yes, because they are not 
happy with what is happening on their local streets.  Is it true that today there are tyre marks on the grass in the 
grounds of Parliament House?   
Dr K.D. Hames:  Yes, just outside.   
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  There has been hoon behaviour in the precincts of Parliament House.  Parliament House 
has CCTV cameras and I hope to goodness that whoever is responsible has been caught.  Of course, WA is 
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lacking in CCTV cameras because the government has not made a commitment to catch people who are acting 
antisocially.  CCTV cameras are just as important to this legislation as they are to catching people who come out 
of nightclubs to bash people.  The tremendous CCTV coverage in the UK is the reason that so many people are 
caught committing driving offences.  There are more CCTV cameras in the UK, a tiny island, than in the whole 
of Europe and that is the reason the UK police are able to catch offenders.   

Mr J.E. McGrath:  That is how they caught the bombers.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Exactly.  In the UK, CCTV cameras are on every street and the police are able to catch 
people who are driving dangerously on the motorways and committing other crimes.  We certainly need CCTVs 
in Perth.  We need them in all our major towns.  There is no question in my mind about that.  We cannot expect 
local governments to fund that sort of thing.  If we want to give our police service the best equipment possible, I 
say to the minister that we need to ensure that the police are able to access a tremendous system of CCTV 
cameras.  The ones that are in Perth are all funded by the City of Perth.  The government does not fund any.  We 
could do with these cameras in Mandurah because of the tragedies that have occurred down there.  We have 
some in Joondalup but nowhere near enough.  They are funded by the City of Joondalup or different nightclubs 
or private businesses.  In this boom time, where we will have a $2 billion surplus at the end of the day, the 
minister needs to try to convince his colleague the Treasurer that he needs some funding to help the police do 
their job.  We need to have these CCTV cameras in strategic locations.  The minister made a big hoo-ha about 
these mobile CCTV cameras catching all these graffiti vandals.  Do members know how many vandals have 
been caught?  The police have caught six.  I do not think the cameras will catch too many.   

Before I sit down and give my colleague the member for South Perth the opportunity to deliver his speech on 
this bill, I wish to say that it is interesting that we are debating a bill that deals with road safety, deaths on our 
roads, dangerous driving, drink-driving and so forth, yet where have all the speed cameras been?  They have not 
been in Perth for quite a while.  They have been on country roads.  I do not have a problem with that because we 
do need them on country roads.  They have only just been brought back into Perth.  Does the minister know 
why?  I think he knows the exact reason they are back in Perth.  It is because the department has caught up on 
the backlog of infringement notices.  It was running six months behind.  In the United Kingdom, if one does not 
get an infringement notice within 30 days, it can be torn up when it comes, because it will not be enforceable.  It 
puts some pressure on the authorities.  How many people have come to me as the shadow Minister for Police and 
complained that they received an infringement notice six months after committing a road traffic offence, which 
most of them cannot even remember?  Some of these offences were committed before Christmas.  The minister 
knows, although he will not admit it, and I know, and I will admit it, that the reason those speed cameras in 
abundance were taken from the metropolitan area and set up on country roads was to give the department a 
breather to try to catch up with all those infringement notices. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  You obviously don’t read the statistics on road deaths, member for Hillarys. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Yes, I do.  I know that a lot of the deaths occur on country roads. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  The people who die die on country roads. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Then the cameras should be left there.  If the member is true to his conviction, they 
should be left there.  But he will not do that; he will bring them back, because the government will get a larger 
revenue back in the metropolitan area.  Does the government put these cameras in black spots?  Very rarely.  
They are put in areas where the government knows it is likely to catch someone speeding.  That is the problem.  I 
would be the first to advocate that the cameras should be left on country roads.  The member should at least be 
honest.  He should be honest as an ex-police officer.  He is probably aware that the reason the cameras were 
moved from the country was not, unfortunately, to ensure - 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  The deaths are there.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I know that the deaths are there, but the cameras were not moved there for that reason.  
That was the excuse given.  If that was the reason, they would have been left there, but they are not.  I assure the 
member that the reason the cameras were left there is because the number of infringement notices that the 
department had to deal with was getting out of control.  It was running six months behind.  That was 
unacceptable.  The real reason the cameras were moved to country areas was to reduce the number of 
infringement notices that had to be sent out and try to catch up.  I would like to think it was the other reason, but 
it was not.  That may have been part of the reason, but nearly all the cameras were moved out.  Four cameras 
were moved.  They were handed on from one person to another.  At the end of the day, the government should 
show us a commitment.  More cameras should be put on country roads.  I accept that that is where too many 
people die.  It will show a lot of hypocrisy when all those Multanovas are brought back to the metropolitan area 
and we see the death toll go up again on country roads.  They should be left there.  The government should get 
some more cameras from the metropolitan area.  We need a system that will deal with those infringement 
notices. 
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Mr R.C. Kucera:  Did you attend that reference group yesterday?  I notice many of your colleagues were there. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Unfortunately, I could not attend. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  You should have, because I think you would then be following a very different line today. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Unfortunately, I could not.  I am losing a lot of faith in the Road Safety Council and 
Grant Dorrington.  For the Road Safety Council to be used politically by the government to answer questions in 
a survey that is done specifically to help its federal colleagues is an absolute disgrace, and members opposite 
should be ashamed of themselves.  I am sure they probably knew nothing about it.  It was done at Premier and 
ministerial level, probably cabinet level.  What on earth does the Iraqi war have to do with road safety in WA?  
Nothing at all.  The government was using public funds for Labor Party political purposes.  I think government 
members should hang their heads in shame.   

I would love to speak for longer and say a few more things that may or may not have anything to do with the bill.  
This is a forum to show the deficiencies in this government, particularly when it comes to road safety, lives lost 
on our roads and the hypocrisy in government departments.  I am sure I will get another opportunity to speak.  
When we go into consideration in detail, I hope the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure will join us at the 
table because under the Government Gazette, this is her legislation.  I want to know where she has gone.  She 
should be in this chamber.  This is not the legislation of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services; it is the 
legislation of the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Absolutely.  Let us hope the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure does turn up.  I 
would love her to be sitting at the table, because I love having a chat with her in the chamber.  She is much more 
receptive and has a much better sense of humour than the Minister for Police.  It would make life much easier 
and more pleasurable if she was in this chamber rather than him.   

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [5.37 pm]:  The member for Hillarys is a very hard act to follow.  I thank 
him for being the lead speaker on the Road Traffic Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2007.  As was pointed out by the 
member for Hillarys, I will be speaking mainly on the road safety aspects of the bill.  That is my shadow 
responsibility.  We all know - it has been rammed home to us many times in the media in the past 18 months - 
that we are having problems on the roads in Western Australia.  Last year we lost 202 lives, which was 202 too 
many.  This year the latest count shows the road toll is 143.  Unfortunately, we are on target to have a much 
worse year than we did last year.   

The opposition will be supporting this legislation because we believe that it is good legislation, particularly as it 
relates to novice drivers.  One of the biggest problems with the legislation is that it is two years too late.  
Looking at that bugle for government policy, the Sunday Times, at the weekend, I noticed a story referring to the 
president of the Road Safety Council, Grant Dorrington.  He is the last person whom we would expect to be 
criticising this government because, after all, it pays his salary, whatever he gets.  He said that he was 
exasperated at the government’s failure to change the P-plate rules, which was recommended two years ago.  
When someone such as Grant Dorrington urges politicians to do something about the P-plate situation - it is very 
difficult for us on this side of the chamber to do something when we are not in government - and says that is long 
overdue and there should be stronger enforcement on the roads to save the lives of our young and inexperienced 
drivers, there must be something seriously wrong.  We need look only at some of the facts in the article that was 
headed “P-plate plea to politicians”.  The article referred to an incident involving two P-plate drivers of Holden 
Commodores that collided on Leach Highway.  It was a shocking accident.  The article quoted Senior Constable 
Craig Menner from the Fremantle traffic investigation section as saying that police were dumbfounded by the 
reckless actions of some teenage drivers.  This is indeed a real worry. 

Before I go into the detail of the bill, I make the point that the Liberal Party does not want to categorise all young 
drivers as being totally irresponsible and a risk to themselves and other drivers on the road.  A lot of young 
people in our community are very responsible.  I spoke to a group of students from Wesley College a few 
months ago and we talked about this proposed legislation.  They were a bit concerned about some aspects of the 
legislation, including the restrictions on carrying passengers for the first six months, and the restrictions on 
driving at night.  They asked why they were being picked on as a group.  They are young people.  Some of them 
are old enough to be sent to war, yet we do not trust them behind the wheel of a car.  That has been brought 
about because a minority of young people are totally reckless and take no responsibility.  People who are sent to 
jail because they have committed crimes such as burglary are a minority in society, but, unfortunately, other 
members of society have to abide by very strict laws that have been introduced because of the actions of those 
people. 

After an experience I had a few weeks ago, I cannot believe the way that many fully-fledged drivers drive on our 
roads.  I met John McRoberts, the assistant commissioner for traffic and operations, at a road safety forum that I 
held in South Perth.  He asked me whether I would like to go out in a car with a couple of police officers.  I said 
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that I would certainly like that experience.  I believe he then got permission from the minister.  I was picked up 
at my office by Sergeant John Gobbels and Senior Constable Daniel Strachan on 20 July at about four o’clock 
and we headed down the Kwinana Freeway.  We got back to my office about four and a half hours later. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Did you say that you had to get permission from the minister? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I did not ask for permission, but I believe that the assistant commissioner raised it with 
the minister and asked whether it was okay. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I was very supportive of it. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  What does it have to do with the minister? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I think it was protocol, member for Hillarys. 

I will talk a little about the experience I had while in the back seat of this unmarked police car.  It brought home 
to me how important it is to have a police presence on the road, which the opposition has been talking about for 
some time.  One of the first people we picked up was a 35-year-old guy who blew 0.18.  He said that he had 
knocked off work at lunchtime and had had a few drinks.  The police pulled him over because he was not 
wearing a seatbelt.  They saw him driving along the other side of a dual-carriage road and did a U-turn and 
pulled him over.  This 35-year-old guy had never held a driver’s licence.  The front licence plate on the old car 
was a motor vehicle plate, but the plate on the back of the car was from a boat.  This guy got more than an 
infringement notice.  He was taken to the Rockingham Police Station and charged with driving under the 
influence of alcohol and not wearing a seatbelt.  He then asked what the fine was for not wearing a seatbelt.  He 
was told it was $500, and he said that that was his whole week’s wages.  Obviously, it was doubtful that he 
would be able to pay the fine.  I could not believe that of the 12 infringements that were issued, four were issued 
to people who were driving without a licence.  That is 33 per cent.  That brought home to me a staggering 
statistic.  None of us would be aware how many people are driving on our roads without a licence.  As the 
member for Hillarys said earlier, there are all sorts of insurance problems related to this sort of behaviour. 

Another driver was picked up driving at 142 kilometres an hour in a 90-kilometre-an-hour zone.  That is 
52 kilometres an hour over the speed limit.  He was in a hurry to get home for dinner.  He also had had a few 
drinks, but he did not have to be taken in to be tested.  Another young driver was in his boss’s car.  He had lost 
his licence due to unpaid fines.  He had made an arrangement to pay the fines, but had not been able to pay them.  
There is a culture among some drivers that when they get fined, they either cannot or do not pay them and then 
continue to drive.  Some time ago the opposition raised the issue of the Fines Enforcement Registry.  Something 
like $160 million is still outstanding in fines.  The government has no answer to that problem at this stage.  I do 
not know how we can deal with it. 
Mr R.F. Johnson:  We have the answer - crush the cars. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH:  The member for Hillarys says that the cars should be crushed.  I think that the vehicles 
should be taken from the drivers and returned to them when they pay their fines.  That is one proposal we could 
consider. 
The opposition is very supportive of the next generation.  We believe that the next generation should be given 
the same rights as older people and fully-fledged drivers.  We think that this legislation is quite meritorious.  
Thirty per cent of fatalities in Western Australia involve young people.  If this legislation can help in some way 
to reduce the number of fatalities involving the citizens of tomorrow, our young adults, it will be very 
worthwhile. 
As has been mentioned, the first part of the legislation introduces a graduated demerit point scheme.  That will 
mean that novice drivers will lose their licence for three months if they accrue four or more demerit points in the 
first year of driving or if they accrue eight or more demerit points in the first two years.  I do not think that is too 
harsh on young drivers.  I am told that in some states there is zero tolerance when issuing demerit points, and 
perhaps the minister can give us some more information on that.  If novice drivers or P-platers in some states get 
caught speeding, they lose their licence.  Under this legislation, if young drivers were caught by a Multanova 
driving at no more than nine kilometres an hour over the speed limit, they would not lose their licence.  If they 
drove at between 10 and 19 kilometres an hour or 20 and 29 kilometres an hour over the limit, they would not 
lose their licence.  However, if they drove at more than 29 kilometres an hour over the limit, they would accrue 
five demerit points and obviously would lose their licence for three months.  The same applies to not wearing a 
seatbelt.  The penalty for not wearing a seatbelt is four demerit points.  If P-platers do not wear a seatbelt, they 
will lose their licence for three months.  I do not think that is too harsh a penalty for young people who have just 
started to drive on our roads.  They would have been through the graduated process involved in getting a licence.  
However, it would be fairly irresponsible for young people not to put on a seatbelt when they get into a car.  I do 
not think the penalty is too severe.  They would also lose their licence if they did not ensure that a passenger 
between the ages of one and 16 was wearing a seatbelt.  There are other seatbelt penalties in the legislation that 
would result in P-plate drivers losing their licence.  However, for other not-so-serious speeding offences and 
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minor traffic infringements, they might lose one or two points, but they would not lose their licence.  Therefore, 
in that regard, it is not actually zero tolerance, so young drivers will be given the opportunity to perhaps learn a 
lesson if they are caught driving a few kilometres over the limit or if they make a mistake on the road. 

The other part of the legislation to which I refer is clause 35, which deals with zero alcohol tolerance.  Until 
now, novice drivers have been able to have a blood alcohol tolerance of .02.  Now it will be zero tolerance.  
Therefore, they will not be allowed to have any alcohol in their system if they are driving with P-plates.  This is 
an issue that we need to talk to the minister about when we go into the consideration in detail stage of this bill.  
Although I think we should have zero alcohol tolerance for young drivers, we might need some sort of education 
program.  A young driver might have a glass of wine with his family one night.  The next day he might get into 
his car to drive to university.  I do not know whether that alcohol would still be in his system.  Therefore, I think 
we need to perhaps flesh that out a bit, because we do not want any grey areas.  I notice in the legislation that 
some allowance is made if a person has been at a religious ceremony.  Obviously, the member for Bunbury will 
tell me about this.  A person may have been to mass and had a tipple.  Apparently a young driver is allowed to 
have that, if he is caught on the way home. 

Mr T.K. Waldron:  How is that established? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I do not know.  I guess the person would have to establish that with the police officer.  It 
would have to be a very small reading.  It could not be a very high reading.  However, there will be some little 
grey areas in this regard, and these are issues that we might have to talk to the minister and his advisors about 
when we go into consideration in detail. 

However, all in all, we want to be supportive of our young drivers.  We want to keep them alive on our roads.  
The number of crashes and fatalities involving young drivers is far too high at the moment.  I have to agree with 
what the member for Hillarys said about hoon driving.  In my adult life, I think hoon driving has been one of the 
biggest concerns in the community for a long time.  I believe that hoon driving and road rage have emerged as 
really serious problems.  Normally, road rage does not involve P-plate drivers so much.  Road rage involves 
people who should not be on the road.  I believe that we should be very severe on them.  Road rage is an 
insidious crime.  In some incidents, innocent people, because they have made a slight mistake on the road, have 
been attacked by thugs.  Most recently, a young child was involved in such an incident.  I do not think there is 
any excuse for that type of behaviour.  The other area is hoon driving.  Unfortunately, I think most of the 
hooning is done by the younger generation.  I do not think the member for Hillarys would be hooning in his car 
on the way to -  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Well, not every day. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  This is an area that we have to try to clamp down on.  Unfortunately, because of the 
nature of the offence, I think that a lot of those people would be P-plate drivers or fairly new drivers. 

A regulation-making power has been put into the bill.  We will want to talk to the minister and his advisors about 
that a bit later.  I know that the Office of Road Safety wants to bring in some restrictions on young drivers.  We 
expressed our concern when it was first mentioned.  Some restrictions are fine.  However, a responsible young 
person might have a job at night.  He might be a university student who works at a cafe somewhere, and he has 
to drive home after midnight.  I believe the plan is to have a curfew after midnight.  We would not like to see 
that person denied the opportunity to drive home.  I do not think that will be the case, but we will need to get an 
assurance from the government that it will be fair.  There may be a group of three or four young people who 
want to hoon about, and the person driving might have P-plates.  I believe the object of this restriction is to stop 
that happening.  However, it will be a restriction, and we want to make sure that it will not be a restriction on 
young people who are being totally responsible and going about their lives in an orderly and law-abiding way. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  The other matter relates to the carriage of peer passengers.  I do not know whether this is 
intended to be brought in as one of the regulations.  However, concern was expressed by some young people 
with whom I spoke.  A person may be a P-plater, and his mum and dad may have gone to work.  Therefore, he 
may want to drive his young brother or sister to school.  I am not sure whether that person will be allowed to do 
that under this regulation.  These are other issues that we will talk to the minister about, and we will find out 
what the government intends to do in this regard. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Do you want me to answer by interjection? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Yes. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Those matters will be brought in by regulation, and we have indicated that the peer 
restrictions will not be brought in for some time.  We will bring in all the rest and see how it works, and we will 
hold off on those to see whether they are necessary.  However, the restriction on late-night driving is something 
that we are definitely committed to, but that will be done by way of regulation. 



3902 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 14 August 2007] 

 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  What if a person is a P-plater and is driving home from work? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The regulations will make allowance for that. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  That is good to hear.  We will obviously talk more to the minister about that.  In closing, 
I will mention the parliamentary reference group meeting, which a number of our members attended.  I think 
there were 24 members altogether from both sides.  The member for Alfred Cove was there.  I thought it was an 
excellent start.  We were able to talk to the people from Monash University, who gave us some idea about the 
type of strategy they might be looking at, which will operate for 12 years from 2008.  That is what we asked for 
last year when we said to the government that the public wanted more consultation.  This process will enable 
members of Parliament to be the conduit for that consultation.  We will be able to question some of the strategies 
that are put forward, some of which the MPs might not necessarily agree to. 

Under the previous format, Monash would have come up with a strategy, the strategy would have been presented 
to the Office of Road Safety, and then it would have been presented to the Road Safety Council.  The council 
would then have put it to government, and the government would have brought it to this place.  That would have 
been the first that most members of Parliament would have known of it.  In this way, we will all be able to have 
some input.  At the end of the day, the strategies might not please all of us, but we will at least be able to have 
some input.  People who contact our offices about road safety, as many do, have given us some ideas about 
improving road safety.  We will be able to pass on those ideas.  I believe the process will be very good, and I 
encourage all members to come along to the next meeting.  I think we will definitely be able to achieve 
something. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Member for South Perth, I worked in the area for 35 years, and yet those statistics that came 
out yesterday absolutely blew me away.  They undid a lot of perceptions that I had that simply were not correct, 
particularly about the number of deaths.  They were quite outstanding.  You are absolutely right.  The more we 
do that, the better. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Yes. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Before my speech was interrupted by the dinner break, I was saying that I thought the 
parliamentary reference group was a very worthwhile exercise.  Although it has held only one meeting so far, it 
will hold another two meetings.  That will give members of Parliament an opportunity to be part of the process 
of producing a meaningful strategy that will be implemented over the next 12 years.  It was very good that many 
members of Parliament attended the first session of the reference group on Monday.  I again thank the two police 
officers who took me out on patrol on that famous Friday night.  It was possibly the most thought provoking 
experience that I have ever had in my life; it was unbelievable.  It is a different world on the road.  Many of us 
do not appreciate how rough it is out there or what a great job the police officers do to try to control not only 
dangerous drivers, but also drivers who are endangering themselves by speeding or not wearing a seatbelt and 
breaking those kinds of laws.  It reinforced to me something that the opposition has been saying for a long time; 
that is, there is no deterrent like a police presence.  People slow down when they see a police car on the road.  I 
have previously said that when people drive behind a police car, it is like following a funeral procession, because 
everyone pulls in behind it; no-one wants to pass the police car that is in front.  I was in an unmarked police car 
on that Friday night, and I believe that there is a place for having unmarked police cars on the road.  Some 
people argue that the police should not use unmarked vehicles to pick up offenders, but I disagree.  We should 
have some unmarked police cars on the road.  There should be a good mixture.  The work that the police officers 
do is to be commended because they help make for a safer community. 

As I said before, the opposition will support this legislation.  We believe that there is a need to be stronger with 
P-plate drivers for their own wellbeing.  We do not think that this legislation is too severe.  Allowing P-plate 
drivers to accrue four demerit points in the first year will enable P-plate drivers to make a slip-up or two without 
losing their licence.  However, if people want to drive a car without wearing a seatbelt or to drive at excessive 
speeds, they will lose their licence.  Similarly, P-platers who drink and drive and whose blood alcohol level is 
over 0.05 per cent will lose their licence. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Absolutely.  It is a three-month suspension. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  It is a three-month suspension for driving over 0.05, but under the zero-tolerance 
approach, if a P-plater has a trace of alcohol, he or she will be fined. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The lowest offence in terms of alcohol is the accrual of three demerit points, which means 
that if it is the first offence in the first year, that person will not lose his licence. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  That is reasonably fair.  Some concern has been expressed about a young driver who 
might have had a drink the night before and who gets into his car the next day while having a small amount of 
alcohol in his system.  Perhaps that issue can be addressed by a proper education program.  We think there is a 
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need to educate young drivers.  They are kids who are just coming out of high school.  It is not easy to get 
behind the wheel of a car and drive by oneself without an instructor in the car.  Driving in traffic on one’s own 
can be an ordeal for some drivers.  We should provide more education.  Advanced driver programs could be 
introduced for drivers who are having difficulties or for young drivers who lose their licence.  I am sure that we 
will look at these matters as part of the process regarding the strategy that will be implemented from 2008 
onward. 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [7.06 pm]:  I am pleased to support the Road Traffic Amendment Bill 
(No. 2) 2007, although I do have some questions for the minister.  I thank the minister for the briefing on this bill 
that was provided by the government.  The reporting of the breath analysis results will bring Western Australia 
in line with the other states.  I cannot see that there will be any problems with that aspect of the bill. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  It is a requirement to conform to the new national standard. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Yes.  I refer to the government’s novice driver initiatives.  Yesterday, the Minister for 
Community Safety was wearing his other hat as the Minister for Police when he held a very good meeting on 
road safety.  I hope that the outcome of that meeting is productive and that we can come to a bipartisan approach 
on that issue.  I notice that in his second reading speech, the minister stated that scores of young people aged 17 
to 24 years die on the roads.  I was interested in the statistic provided at yesterday’s meeting that for each person 
who dies in a road crash, 15 people are seriously injured.  A very large sum of money goes into that area.  
Although I agree with the zero blood alcohol content provision, some people do not take their driving tests until 
they are in their late 20s.  Some of today’s youths are very happy to have mum and dad drive them around.  Even 
so, if they wait to take their driver’s test, it is only fair that they should go through the same system that the other 
people have gone through and that they should have to complete the same number of hours of supervised driving 
as the younger drivers. 

As a deterrent, the bill introduces strong penalties for leaving the scene of a crash.  It would be lovely if the 
minister could answer my queries by way of interjection so that I would not need to be in the chamber for that 
part of the consideration in detail stage.  Proposed section 54 is headed “Bodily harm: duty to stop and give 
information and assistance”, and states in part - 

(2) If a vehicle driven by a person (the “driver”) is involved in an incident occasioning bodily 
harm to another person (a “victim”), the driver must ensure that each victim receives all the 
assistance, including medical aid, that is necessary and practicable in the circumstances. 

I ask the minister whether “practicable” takes into account instances in which a senior first-aider, nurse or doctor 
are prevented from providing the skills that would normally be expected from someone with their level of skill 
because of the shock and trauma associated with an accident.  What will happen to those people who, although 
they have a certain expertise to deal with the victim of a road accident, are unable to apply their expertise 
because of the trauma associated with the accident?  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  You quite rightly indicated that the condition is both necessary and practicable in the 
circumstances.  Clearly, that judgement would have to be based on the evidence of a specific incident.  The 
member referred to a person who has first aid or medical training.  One would expect that such a person would 
offer a high level of support to an injured person.  However, other factors may come into play.  For example, the 
person with first aid or medical training may be in shock or may be physically injured and bleeding.  The 
evidence would have to be presented to the court and it would determine whether it was practicable for the 
person to administer medical support or assistance even though they had medical training.   
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Would that also include people who have a history of mental illness and whose mental 
illness may be triggered by the accident, thereby incapacitating them from giving assistance?   
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The clause refers to a duty to stop, give information and assist.  Clearly, a person must stop.  
The extent to which a person can give information and assistance will be based on the particular circumstances 
of an incident.   
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I thank the minister.  I look forward to seeing this bill pass through the house.  
MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [7.12 pm]:  As my colleagues have 
stated, the opposition intends to support the Road Traffic Amendment Bill (No.2) 2007.  I understand that a 
number of moves have been considered for quite some time.  The bill refers to penalties for hit-and-run cases.  It 
provides relevant penalties as a strong deterrent for leaving the scene of an accident and refers to the penalty for 
the indictment of dangerous driving causing death being increased from four years’ to 10 years’ imprisonment.  
It refers to the government’s novice driver training initiatives - which I will come back to - introduces a zero 
blood alcohol concentration limit for learners and provisional drivers, puts in place a graduated demerit point 
system for learners and probationary drivers and gives the power to make regulations to place further conditions 
on the licences of novice drivers.  The opposition supports all those measures.  The issue of looking to restrict 
the carrying of peer-aged passengers during the first six months of provisional driving is also being considered.   
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Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I will refer to two of the recommendations made by the Road Safety Council that we are 
picking up in the bill.  The first is that in the first six months, a learner driver will face certain restrictions.  The 
Road Safety Council proposed a restriction on night-time driving, which was accepted earlier by the government, 
with let-outs for people who are working etc and a restriction on peer passengers for the first six months.  We 
have now said we will implement the restriction on night-time driving, but we will not implement the restriction 
on peer passengers until the provisions of the bill take effect.  If those provisions show results, we may not move 
to what is a more onerous restriction of not allowing people to carry a brother or sister as a peer passenger in the 
first six months.  That is mentioned in the second reading speech.  This amendment will enable that to be done 
by regulation.  The government’s current policy position is to hold off on that restriction until it determines how 
the rest of the provisions go.  We will then consult widely, because it is quite a severe restriction.   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The vast majority of young people are good, responsible drivers.  We are talking about the 
most inexperienced or the most irresponsible drivers.  The bill also refers to the reporting of breath analyses 
results, which is mentioned in the second reading speech.  The new standard requires that evidential breath 
analysers report blood alcohol concentration as the number of grams of alcohol contained in 210 litres of breath.  
This measure directly correlates to the number of grams of alcohol per 100 millilitres of blood.  Although all 
these measures are commendable, I do not want to see a Big Brother government that is overbearing towards our 
young people.  I do not want to see a regime that causes our young people to feel as though they are being 
intimidated by the laws of the state.   

I again refer to the government’s novice driver training initiatives, which will significantly enhance Western 
Australia’s graduated training and licence system.  I refer members to a system that was launched in Manjimup 
last Saturday called PROBE - Probationers Rely on Better Education.  I apologise to the member for 
Churchlands, but I seek the minister’s attention for just a moment because this is an important matter.  The 
PROBE program was started in 1993 by Constable Ron Spencer, who was a police officer in Manjimup at the 
time.  Ron left the Western Australia Police after 17 years of service.  PROBE is a community concept in 
partnership with the Western Australia Police.  The idea behind PROBE is for experienced speedway drivers to 
teach people, primarily those on P-plates, how to prevent a skid on loose surfaces and how to maintain control 
etc.  The program mainly concentrated on teaching young people opposite lock steering and cadence braking - 
that is, when two wheels get into the gravel and cause people to run off the road.  A number of road safety 
forums have been conducted around the region.  I hosted one in Manjimup recently.  I was delighted that 
30 students from Manjimup Senior High School attended the forum in the morning and that over 50 people from 
a broad cross-section of the community attended in the afternoon.  The questions asked by the young students 
were quite probing, pardon the pun!  The important point is that the PROBE program was started in 1993 and yet 
it has taken until 2007 to launch it.  I will explain why.  Manjimup has a very modern speedway.  The idea 
behind PROBE was to have a sealed strip of simulated road 120 metres long and four metres wide with the road 
graded from the centre outwards with a three per cent fall to accurately imitate the camber of the road.  The idea 
was that it would be used to simulate the two wheels on, two wheels off the road type situation.  Ford Australia 
provided the program.  Ron Spencer deserves a medal for his actions.  He came back to Manjimup to launch the 
program, which is very strongly supported by the Shire of Manjimup, the local drug action group, the local 
Rotary Club and the local doctor, John Rosser Davies, who is the president of the program.  Sam Karafilis was 
president for many years.  This excellent program ran off the rails because of the bureaucracy that was thrown in 
its path over the years.  This includes liability insurance, the ongoing costs and the proposed curriculum.  The 
path led from one blockage to another.  The car was a top of the wozza, brand-new Ford Falcon sedan.  It was 
red at the time, but it was painted up to look like a police car.  It was parked at the back of the police station for 
all those years.  I do not know how many young people have died in my district as a result of the program 
running off the rails.  The statistics that came out of the road safety forum the other day indicated that 50 per cent 
of people who die on country roads are in single-vehicle accidents in which the vehicle runs off the road and hits 
a tree or rolls over.  I wonder how many people have died over the past 12 years or so.   

This fellow was able to facilitate the provision by Ford Australia of a brand-new car valued at $70 000.  It was a 
left-hand drive vehicle with all the reinforcement on the inside.  It was straight off the production line with no 
engine number or anything, and when the program had finished with the vehicle it was supposed to be totally 
scrapped.  Sponsors included the Western Australia Police Service, the Shire of Manjimup and the Rotary Club 
of Manjimup.  ICI Autocolour of O’Connor provided the paint for the vehicle.  It was a red, hotted-up Falcon.  It 
was amazing how the community achieved this through Ron Spencer and the local committee.  The South East 
Metropolitan College of TAFE at Carlisle painted the vehicle.  Other sponsors were Muir Ford of Manjimup and 
Alsafe Safety of Osborne Park.  The signs were done by Wiseman Signs of Manjimup, and City and Regional 
Fuels provided the fuel.  Other Manjimup sponsors were McCay’s Holdings Pty Ltd, Simplot Australia Pty Ltd, 
Makit Hardware, Manjimup Motors, Metaland, Warren District Hospital, Tyre Mart, West Coast Office 
Machinery, L-Mek Pty Ltd, South West Electrics, the Manjimup Volunteer Fire Brigade, and Karamfiles 
Builders.  Malatestas Road Paving and Hot Mix of Bunbury was to provide the road paving, and John Towie, the 
local surveyor, offered to do all surveying work.  He stood against me in the 1989 election, and is a former shire 
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president.  The Shire of Manjimup and the local constabulary both played a big part.  There was the $70 000 cost 
for the car, and $5 800 for a trailer.  This was an amazing project by a local community that could be replicated 
right across Western Australia.  It also had the support of the local high school and Kearnan College.  Gary 
McGrath, the principal, was here the other day, along with the shire president, Wade de Campo.  I mentioned the 
role of Dr John Rosser Davies, but Louise Kingston, who runs the Business Enterprise Centre, is the latest 
person to take up the cause and pursue the issue.   

The shire has implemented its own community safety plan, to investigate innovative ways to engage our youth 
and car culture through the vehicle project for advanced P-plate driver education and training and the You Steer 
Your Life program for youth at risk of disengaging from formal schooling or the TAFE system.  The shire put in 
some money, and the objective was to reduce the incidence of road trauma among young drivers throughout the 
Shire of Manjimup, as identified in several community consultation meetings and the community survey.  It was 
a top priority issue for the shire to address youth boredom and create diversionary activities for young people in 
the shire.  That was noted by the shire’s own questionnaire survey.  The shire had witnessed 10 young deaths on 
the roads in recent years, and this statistic haunted the local community.   

The government must do something about volunteer ambulance officers in our communities.  When a volunteer 
ambulance officer must jump into an ambulance, pick up a local person who is badly injured or seriously ill, and 
then travel a couple of hundred kilometres to Bunbury and still carry out his own work, that places a huge burden 
on that volunteer officer.  The other day I went down to my farm for a couple of days.  A lady called in saying 
that a tree had fallen on a man’s head early in the morning.  They had been clearing timber underneath a 
powerline.  The man felled a tree that hit another tree and swung back and hit him in the head.  The main 
ambulance driver is also the principal of the special education centre in the town.  These men are out two or 
three times a week at all hours of the night.  Addressing that issue is part and parcel of the whole road safety 
program.  I can understand using volunteer drivers if they are taking a patient just to the local airstrip to be 
picked up by an air ambulance, but when the ambulances are travelling long distances it is more of a problem.  In 
some rural areas the ambulances have to traverse hundreds of kilometres at all hours of the night and in all kinds 
of weather.  

The PROBE program fits perfectly into the legislation under the program mentioned in the minister’s second 
reading speech, where he spoke about the government’s driver initiatives that will significantly enhance Western 
Australia’s graduated driver training and licensing system.  Here is a program on which a lot of work has already 
been done.  I would like the minister to come to Manjimup on his travels.  He might want to combine it with 
some other business in the district under one of his portfolios.  He might want to have a good look at the police 
station, which needs a significant upgrade.  The white ants are probably holding it up at the moment.  We have 
excellent officers in the town.  Years ago I used to play football against the local sergeant, Ted Taylor, who is a 
wonderful guy.  There is tremendous confidence in the police service in the local community.  The shire and the 
speedway are involved in this program.  It is a great community effort that will come up with a program that 
could be an example or model to be followed anywhere around the state.   
The problem is that participants in the program must have permits from the local police station to conduct these 
events, and the permits must be renewed.  Commonsense needs to prevail so that there is a blanket approval.  
Perhaps the public liability insurance could be picked up by the state government; it would not cost a lot of 
money.  There is also the issue of the ongoing cost of fuel and the eventual replacement of the car.  This program 
could be very significant, given the statistic that 50 per cent of accidents in rural Western Australia involve 
single-occupant cars running off the road and hitting trees or rolling over.  
We must also acknowledge that all the world’s best research tells us that no matter what we do in the area of 
road safety - reducing the speed limit, reducing the power of vehicles or preventing people from driving tired - 
50 per cent of accidents will still occur.  There is a driver error factor that will never be cured.  However, far too 
many of our young people between the ages of 17 and 24 are dying on the roads.   

The work that has been done, and the cooperation on both sides of the political fence, has been very helpful.  
Some of the questions raised in the road safety forums are pretty loaded.  I took part in the whole day.  However, 
the concept is very good and the follow-up events will be very good.  The school principal, Kerry Mather and the 
teacher, Mr Kamman, who brought the students there, are very responsible people, and they are very necessary.  
In the afternoon the people who attended represented a very broad cross-section of the community.  They are the 
responsible people in the community.  However, how do we target those young people who are at risk?  How do 
we encourage them in?  There were a couple of students present who were a bit rough around the edges.  A few 
of them came in as employees of local businesses. 

[Member’s time extended.]  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  They came into the forum and wanted to have their say; they are typical young people.  We 
cannot wrap our young people in cotton wool.  In the days when young boys and girls were rough and ready and 
climbed trees, rode bikes and ran around in the pouring rain and mud without wearing shoes and socks, they 



3906 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 14 August 2007] 

 

grew up to be tough, and they are not included in the road crash statistics.  The young under-aged students who 
drive at the speedway will not be road accident statistics because they are taught at a very young age by their 
peers and older instructors how to handle vehicles and what they can expect on the roads.  A partnership with 
speedways around the state would be a great idea.  Such a program could include a specially built car with left 
and right-hand drives so that students can be taught in a very safe environment.  That will not mean that all our 
young people will be driving around at 160 kilometres an hour.  Let us be real.  How many people in this house 
behaved in a way that was purer than the driven snow and never drove above the speed limit?   

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  The member for Nedlands. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I do not believe the member for Nedlands!   

Is it not the case that we, as senior members of society, stand back and say, “Look at those terrible young hoons; 
they are risking the lives of all the people in the state.”?  In fact, when we were young we were probably 
perpetrators of the same sorts of things.  That does not mean we were serial offenders, although I probably came 
into that bracket during that seemingly indestructible stage of my life.  As people who grew up in a very 
conservative society and who bent the rules a fair bit, we cannot expect generations X and Y, who are as brave as 
Ned Kelly, to be purer than the driven snow.  We must educate them through innovative programs that engage 
them and appeal to their commonsense.  They should be shown around Royal Perth Rehabilitation Hospital at 
Shenton Park, and the RPH accident and emergency department.  When I was there two months ago, two people 
came in who were paraplegic or quadriplegic as a result of car crashes.  We can provide such programs through 
our school system.  We must implement education programs that would never have been considered in the 60s 
and 70s when young farmers, as I am sure the member for Wagin will agree, were taught to drive a tractor at the 
age of seven.  It was probably highly risky and a parent would probably be sent to jail for allowing a child to do 
that today.  In those days, people did not wear a motorbike helmet, let alone a bicycle helmet.  

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  Nobody was wrapped up in cotton wool.  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Yes.  I extend the minister an invitation to visit Manjimup.  I am sure he would be 
welcomed with open arms, particularly if he had a cheque to help the people out with funding for the program.  
They would probably hug him.  There are some very attractive people down there who would give him the type 
of hug that he has never had before, although it would depend on the size of the cheque!  

Although this legislation covers many other things, such as penalties, there must be incentives.  From those road 
safety forums came much about incentives to encourage good behaviour among drivers.  Rather than using the 
big stick approach and attacking people all the time, we must appeal to their commonsense.  That is how we will 
make progress.  So far, the Liberal Party side of politics, through our shadow spokesman the member for South 
Perth, has plunged into this issue and offered bipartisan support.  That does not mean that we will let the 
government off the hook if we think it is not doing the job properly.  We reserve the right to be critical of the 
government and to offer constructive criticism for how we can reduce these terrible events on our country roads.  

On my way up to Perth last week, that road accident north of Mandurah in which that young girl had been killed 
had just happened.  The two drivers had obviously been racing each other.  The cars probably fishtailed and 
clipped each other; one went one way and hit the tree and the other one rolled and the girl was thrown out.  That 
sort of accident will continue to happen to some extent.  Who knows what happened in the road accident 
involving the young footballers whose car hit the truck.  It could have been caused by fatigue.  I have been 
driving up and down the Perth-Mandurah road now for 19 years, sometimes averaging 1 000 kilometres a year.  I 
have been one of those people who have driven tired.  I have been told that driving for beyond 17 hours is 
equivalent to having a blood alcohol level of .05 per cent and beyond 20 hours, .15 per cent.  I have done that 
many times, but I am not proud of that.  It has something to do with the sitting schedule of this Parliament.  
When the Parliament sits long hours into the night, it is ridiculous.  Allowing that to happen borders on being 
childish.  We must adopt some commonsense.  If we want to deal with the business of the house, let us start early 
in the morning.  Let us start at five o’clock or six o’clock in the morning.  Some of these city slickers should get 
out of their beds early in the morning and deal with business at reasonable hours.  

I think I have said enough.  I hope I have not pushed the boundaries too much.  However, we must exercise 
commonsense, deal with reality and come up with some innovative programs that will work.  We can do that by 
working together as a responsible Parliament for the benefit of all Western Australians.  

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin - Deputy Leader of the National Party) [7.35 pm]:  The Nationals certainly 
support the Road Traffic Amendment Bill (No. 2).  It was interesting to hear the Leader of the Opposition talk 
about the risks country people take as kids.  I was telling someone the other day that, as a grade 5 student at the 
mighty Jingalup Primary School in the early to mid-60s, my role and that of another guy was to light the fire in 
the hall to boil water and then, when the water had boiled, to carry it 60 metres in a big open pot.  It is amazing 
how things change.  I do not think we would be allowed to do that today.  



 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 14 August 2007] 3907 

 

As I said, the Nationals will support the bill; in fact, we will always support legislation that we think deals 
responsibly with road safety and tries to reduce the dangers on our roads and to minimise deaths and injury.  The 
figures from that reference group yesterday were interesting that showed that two-thirds of road deaths occur in 
the country and one-third occur in the city, yet two-thirds of injuries occur in the city and one-third occur in the 
country.  They are interesting statistics to throw around.   

The first part of the bill applies to drivers leaving the scene of crashes and failing to report a traffic crash that 
results in death or serious injury.  I support that part of the bill.  Recently, Mike Witkowski was a hit and run 
victim, and the driver of the car that hit him received an $800 fine; he left the scene and tried to conceal his 
involvement.  That part of the current legislation certainly needs strengthening, and I support the amendment.  
The current maximum fine is about $2 500 and imprisonment not exceeding 12 months.  That will increase to a 
maximum term of 20 years’ imprisonment, and a term of 14 years when the victim suffers grievous bodily harm.  
That is a stiff penalty, albeit a maximum term.  I will have faith that the presiding judge or the jury will take that 
into account.  

My daughter was teaching in a country town in which, quite often, people were out late at night driving in 
drunken groups or moving about as pedestrians.  The police told her that if she were driving and hit someone she 
should not get out of her car because people might be upset or whatever; she should go straight to the police 
station and report it and return to the scene with the police.  If a young girl hit someone who was inebriated and 
there were 15 or 20 young men around, what would happen if the girl drove to the police station and said, “I 
have just run over someone, but I was too scared to get out of the car”?  Perhaps the law would take that into 
account.  I raise that because the police advised the young teachers in that town to do that if they accidentally hit 
someone, or accidentally drove over someone lying inebriated on the road.  That is something we need to think 
about.  Otherwise, I support that part of the bill.  The bill also includes the government’s novice driver 
initiatives, which, generally, I support, although we need to discuss a few matters.   

I support a zero blood alcohol content for young drivers.  That is fair enough in the early part of a driver’s career.  
We want to get our young drivers through their driver’s training, and that is a discipline they need to apply.  
Someone said earlier that a driver might still have some alcohol left in his blood from the night before.  All 
drivers have a responsibility to manage that.  One of my daughters has now been driving for six or seven months.  
Another one of my daughters will be driving in a couple of years.  My other two daughters have done their 
driver’s test.  About two or three years ago, my second-eldest daughter was picked up with a blood alcohol 
content of .08.  She said it was her own fault.  She had forgotten how much she had had to drink, and she had a 
last glass of champagne that she should not have had, and she thought she would be okay.  That might be the 
best thing that has ever happened to her, because now she will not drink and drive, and that might save her life in 
the future.  I have no problem with a zero blood alcohol content provision.  Someone mentioned a person who 
goes to church on a Sunday and takes communion.  I do not now how much alcohol content that would register.  
However, it is a valid point.  I do not know whether there is any way around that. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  If the person registered a very low blood alcohol reading, the fact that the person had been to 
communion would be a lawful excuse, as I understand it.  The advice given to us by the advisers was that a 
person would have a lawful excuse if the alcohol had been taken during communion.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  That is right.  A bit of commonsense and practicality should always apply. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  A similar situation would exist with some medications.  Some medications may have an 
effect on blood alcohol content. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Yes.  I have no problem with that.  That is a fair system. 

Learner drivers will be required to spend a minimum of six months at the second learner phase.  I have no 
problem with that.  However, I am concerned about the proposal to increase to 120 the number of hours of 
supervised driving.  Having gone through this with my daughter, and having talked to other people about this 
issue, I have some fear that people will cheat.  To get to 120 hours of supervised driving will be fairly difficult.  
At the moment, 95 per cent of people take it seriously and do the required number of hours.  My daughter was 
very diligent and recorded every trip.  It is fairly easy for country drivers to clock up the hours in supervising 
learner drivers.  However, it may be more difficult for city drivers.  It may be better to require between 50 and 70 
hours of supervised driving and see how that goes.  That is something that I have thought about and talked to 
people about.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The recommendation was that it be 120 hours.  That is the goal that we would like to move 
towards.  However, we are cognisant of a range of problems and difficulties, some of which you have raised.  
When this legislation comes in, we will not be mandating a figure higher than 25 for some time, until we have 
worked through those issues and have consulted with various stakeholders across the community.  Our goal will 
be to mandate 120 hours.  However, it will be a hard road to get there, because it will need to be done with 
consultation, and it will take some time. 
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Mr T.K. WALDRON:  That is good to hear.  I think most people support what the government is trying to do in 
this bill.  However, as other speakers have said, we need to approach this matter with caution and see how things 
go for a couple of years, and we may then need to take another look at some of these things.   

Another issue is the restriction on driving at night.  The ban on driving at night with other passengers will come 
in later, and that is probably a good way to go for now. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The ban on driving at night for the first six months will be applied fairly quickly as we roll 
this out.  However, the peer restriction will be put off indefinitely until we see how the rest of the package goes.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I have no problem with the night driving restriction coming in straightaway.  Obviously, 
exemptions must be provided for people who are required to work at night.  When these rules come in, we will 
need to ensure that people understand them in a clear and concise way.  That will be very important.  I do not 
know about other members, but when I have talked about this issue to people, I have heard them say all sorts of 
things about the proposed restrictions that are not right, so we will need to make these new restrictions very 
clear.  I acknowledge that the peer restriction will not be implemented straightaway.  However, a situation may 
arise in which it is late at night, and the young driver’s friends are affected by alcohol, and the driver has to make 
a decision about whether to break the law or ensure that his friends get home safely.  I do not know how we will 
get around that.  It may be okay for a young driver to leave his mates to get a taxi home by themselves if they are 
in the city, but if they are in a woolshed 20 kilometres out of Narrogin, what will they do?  These issues need to 
be worked through. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  They can sleep in the woolshed! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The member for South Perth has talked a lot about our youngsters.  These days, most of 
our youngsters are a lot more responsible than we think they are.   

Ms J.A. Radisich:  Absolutely!  Yes, we are!   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I will qualify what I mean by youngsters, member for Swan Hills!  I really do think our 
youngsters are a lot more responsible than we think they are.  At a lot of parties these days, the kids sleep over, 
and that is brilliant.  However, they sometimes get caught in the morning, though, because they think they are 
okay, and they are not.  Generally speaking, we are talking about a minority of young people.  However, at that 
age, they are at risk, so we need to put these things in place.  I have no problem with that.  The last part of the 
bill deals with breath analysis.  I have no problem with that either.   

I now want to make a couple of points about the road safety reference group that the minister has set up.  I 
thought the meeting yesterday went really well.  We will never reach agreement on everything, because we all 
have different ideas about road safety.  The good thing was that 24 members of Parliament, from all sides, and 
from both houses, were there and were committed.  I was asked on radio this morning whether it was just a 
talkfest.  Certainly, things like that are a bit of a talkfest.  However, if we do not have a talkfest, we will not get 
any results.  I said this morning that it seemed to me that the people who were there yesterday were really 
committed and were willing to take personal responsibility. 

Ms J.A. Radisich:  I could not agree more, member!   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The reference group is a good thing, and we all need to get behind it.  Although we do 
not always agree in this Parliament, it will send a signal to the public.  Many of the people I spoke to on radio 
this morning, and who telephoned my office, congratulated us for getting together.  People sometimes get a bit of 
a shock when they find out that we do get together sometimes.  We probably get together more than people 
know, but they still get a bit of a shock about it.   
I do not want to talk about this issue tonight, because this is not the time for it, but another important issue is 
police numbers and police stations.  I will be raising this matter with the minister tomorrow during private 
members’ business.  We need to get everyone involved in road safety.  A visible police presence is very 
important.  The police officer in Dumbleyung lived on the main street and he used to leave his car out the front 
of his house.  That was a great deterrent to stop people who were speeding.  I have experienced that myself.  I 
have been driving into town, thinking about something else, and suddenly I have seen the police car and have 
taken my foot off the accelerator and slowed down!   
Generally speaking, this is a good bill.  However, we will need to peruse the regulations closely, because we 
need to ensure that we do not go over the top and defeat what we are trying to do in this bill by losing the support 
and confidence of our young people. 

MR A.P. O’GORMAN (Joondalup) [7.49 pm]:  I wholeheartedly support the Road Traffic Amendment Bill 
(No. 2) 2007.  I particularly support the provisions dealing with road rage.  As members would know, a number 
of road rage incidents have occurred over the past few weeks involving young mothers.  The first incident 
involved a young woman from Heathridge in my electorate.  She was actually run off the Mitchell Freeway, with 
her kids in the car.  I am glad this bill has come on for debate so quickly after that incident, because it will 
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address that issue right up front.  Some good police work will need to take place to follow up the perpetrators of 
road rage and push them off the roads, so to speak.   

I want to talk also about obligation and responsibility.  I think most of us in this place recognise that we have 
both an obligation and a responsibility to introduce legislation into this place that will enable our police and 
other authorities to ensure that our young people can not only get a driver’s licence, but also be safe on the roads.  
One way in which we are doing that is by requiring young drivers to have a zero blood alcohol content.  I do not 
really have a problem with that at all.  Not all novice drivers are young people, but the majority of novice drivers 
are between sixteen and a half and 17 years of age; no matter what, they should not have alcohol on their breath.  
There should not be a reading from those drivers until they are at least 18 years of age.  That was pointed out to 
me by my youngest daughter.  After she got her licence, she was pulled over and asked to take a breathalyser 
test.  She could not do it because she giggled.  She thought it was hilarious that at 17 years old she was being 
asked to blow in the bag when she was under the impression that she could not even have an alcoholic drink.  
The zero blood alcohol level is, therefore, a good and exceptional provision in the legislation.  The age for 
obtaining a driver’s licence and the age for being able to drink alcohol are very close to each other.  Young 
people are on the roads learning to control cars and at the same time learning to control a strange chemical in 
their bodies.  The two do not necessarily work together all the time to provide the best outcome.  I am therefore 
fully supportive of the zero blood alcohol provision.   

I am also very supportive of the provision relating to peers in cars.  That provision and the curfew on night 
driving will be placed into the legislation by regulation further down the track.  I have some concerns about 
those provisions.  Many young people in my electorate have told me that those provisions will impede them from 
getting home from work, particularly if they work at McDonalds, Hungry Jack’s or somewhere like that.  
However, I believe the regulations will address those issues insofar as there will be exemptions for those young 
people. 

We are trying to be responsible in addressing all those issues that have come up.  However, it is also incumbent 
on the parents of young people to make sure they properly complete the 25 hours of supervised driving.  Many 
people believe that it is something they can sign off on and not worry about.  However, it is really important.  
Research indicates that around 120 hours of supervised driving gives probably the best outcome.  We understand 
the difficulties of introducing that provision straightaway, and therefore 25 hours of supervised driving is 
probably appropriate, bearing in mind that there is another 35 hours of learner driving, which is roughly the 
average time it takes people to learn to drive.  There are therefore really 65 hours of supervised driving from the 
day people first get their L-plates to the day they go out in a car by themselves. 

As I said, there is also an obligation on the parents of young people to make sure they complete 25 hours of 
supervised driving, to make sure they adhere to the time curfew and to make sure they adhere to the peer 
regulation when it comes in.  This legislation is actually about saving lives of not only young drivers but also 
novice drivers.  We must make sure we do that correctly, as it also comes down to driving skills.  I have noticed, 
and it has been reported to me repeatedly over the past 18 months to two years, that many driving schools teach 
novice drivers how to pass the test, but do not actually teach them how to drive.  That is very evident in the 
suburb of Joondalup.  The test centre is in the central business district of Joondalup.  The examiners take young 
people around the suburb of Joondalup to practise hill starts, three-point turns and reversing around corners, and 
to get a perception of hazardous things around the suburb.  However, any morning of the week I can count 15 
and sometimes 20 motoring schools in that area taking kids around the circuit only, not taking them out properly 
and teaching them to drive.  If they were taught to drive properly, the test would not be an issue.  However, these 
driving schools are actually taking students straight to the driving test course, running them through it numerous 
times and then putting them through the test.   
I know I will get a bit of a belting in return, as I have written to all of the driving schools doing that in the 
Joondalup area that have been reported to me.  Most of them did not respond to the letter.  One responded in a 
particularly aggressive manner, basically telling me to mind my own business and that that was how that driving 
school worked.  I do not agree with that practice and I will take that up with that school.  I have also written to 
all the driving schools in Joondalup asking them to attend the road safety forum that I am running on Friday in 
my electorate in the function centre of the Joondalup council offices.  I have received a number of responses 
saying that they are coming but I have also had one response, again a very aggressive response but from a 
different driving school, basically saying, “Do this, do this, do this, and you are all a bunch of idiots; you keep 
talking about it and you are doing nothing.”  I think we are doing quite a lot.  The parliamentary reference group 
conducted yesterday was a great idea.  It would be a good thing if both sides of this house and both sides of the 
other house got together to make sure we passed better legislation so that novice drivers could learn to drive 
properly. 
I therefore support the legislation.  I support wholeheartedly the road rage provisions in the legislation and the 
additional provisions relating to hoons, which is a problem in my electorate.  We need to come down on hoons 
as hard and as quick as we can.  I wholeheartedly support this legislation. 
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MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [7.55 pm]:  I will add some observations on the Road Traffic Amendment Bill 
(No. 2) 2007.  As has been mentioned by members on this side of the house, we certainly support this bill; 
however, there are some points I want to make.  We strongly support a strong deterrent for someone leaving the 
scene of an accident; to my mind that is the act of a coward.  The penalty of 20 years’ imprisonment when death 
occurs is a very adequate penalty indeed, albeit it sounds pretty harsh.  I tried to think about the reasons for this 
happening, because we do hear about such instances.  I believe the drug issue in society has something to do 
with it and that people feel a lack of responsibility when something like this happens; they find themselves in a 
panic, run away and are unable to face up to the situation.  As I said, it is very cowardly.  I know other 
legislation associated with this legislation will deal with that situation.   

The problem with drug-drivers in the community is an issue that also must be addressed.  I believe drug-driving 
is causing some of the hit-and-run accidents.  I hear - in scuttlebutt and no more - that the baby who was run over 
in the eastern suburbs last week was the victim of an unlicensed drug-driver, yet I believe no charges will be 
pressed in that instance.  If that is the case, I call on the authorities to do the best they can to make sure justice is 
seen to be done in that instance.  Drug-drivers are an important issue.   

Unlicensed drivers are a very important issue as well.  I believe that one of the reasons for hit-and-run accidents 
and people running away from accidents of all descriptions is that sometimes drivers are unlicensed and realise 
they will obviously face additional penalties.  The whole licensing system and the problems that the department 
has had with the transport executive and licensing information system - TRELIS - are important.  Steps have 
been taken to try to improve that system; however, it is amazing to discover the number of unlicensed drivers 
that are stopped on various roads in the metropolitan area.  That is probably one reason some of these people get 
themselves in trouble and then run from accidents.  The issue of drug-drivers, of course, is simply a symptom of 
the fact that this jurisdiction is, and has been for some time, soft on drugs.  That is an issue that needs to be 
addressed in this area. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  We need a change of government so that we can get serious with drugs. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Yes.  I have suggested some of the problems.  What is the solution?  It is pretty simple in 
my view.  As a lot of members have said, the solution is more policing and more police on the roads.   

Mr P. Papalia:  Are you on the parliamentary reference group? 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I am certainly on the parliamentary reference group.  I am pleased that the member for Peel 
is also.  I reckon he is starting to learn.  However, we need more policing and certainly more police on the roads.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I will talk to the peanut gallery later. 

Let me talk about novice drivers and a zero blood alcohol level for L-plate and P-plate drivers.  I do not think 
this is a big issue; I think it is a point of education.  I have spoken to some young people about this issue.  By the 
time a P-plate driver is in his twenty-third month of driving, he is reasonably experienced.  It may be that there is 
something to be said for L-plate drivers having no blood alcohol level and P-plate drivers having a maximum 
blood alcohol level of 0.02, as it was previously.  A P-plate driver in his twenty-third month of driving may have 
the occasional drink.  He has a lot more experience than a novice driver; he is just about to get his proper licence.  
It may be a bit hard on him.  I just make that comment for what it is worth. 

I am not against the demerit points system but, to me, in its entirety, the system is all stick and no carrot.  It is all 
about not doing this or that or a person will lose his points and, ultimately, lose his licence.  That is the way it is 
communicated to drivers, both senior and novice.  It has been suggested by members - the member for 
Dawesville is one and the member for Moore is another - that we could make the demerit points system into 
more of a carrot system.  What about a novice driver getting six points to start with and not 12, which is what is 
normally given to a senior driver?  If a driver has no convictions or problems in his first 12 months he can then 
have eight points.  As such, he gets a carrot; he gets an additional buffer in case he does something wrong. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  Wouldn’t we be better off starting on a lower basis? 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I will not take issue on the number of points; that is just an example.  Maybe it should be 
four; I accept that is what it is now.  Why not give a driver an incentive to increase the points instead of only 
decreasing them when he does something wrong?  He should be given a carrot rather than a stick.  What if a 
driver has four or six points - whatever it is - and he has no convictions in his first year of driving and he does an 
advanced driving course, such as the one run at the airport by the Automotive Holdings Group or the one run by 
the RAC at Barbagallo Raceway?  Those are just two that I know of.  What about letting a driver pass one of 
those courses fully accredited and giving him a couple of extra points?  Is this not what we are talking about - 
advanced driving?  Is this not about getting kids to understand the machines they drive and that they are lethal 
weapons if used wrongly? 
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Mr P.B. Watson:  This came up with the Road Safety Council in Albany.  They said that the people who get the 
extra training think that they are bulletproof.  They think that it is more of a hindrance than a help. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I suggest that that might be more anecdotal evidence than true.  If the courses are 
recognised and accredited, they could be worthwhile trying or looking into.  I would like to see the demerit 
points system be a little more carrot and a little less stick.  That applies to senior drivers as well. 

The minister has spoken by interjection a couple of times about the regulations that can be introduced.  Again, I 
return to the 25 to 120 hours.  I think that is too big a gap.  I take the minister’s point that it could possibly be 
graded; I think that is what he was saying.  Maybe it should be 25 to 50 or 60 hours and then an advanced 
driving course if we can prove that that helps drivers.  The member for Joondalup said that the teaching of 
driving is just so that a person can get his licence.  He is dead right about that.  There should be a better system 
as far as that is concerned. 

Carrying peer group passengers is a difficult issue.  That has been spoken about a bit.  There will always be a 
need for some exemptions in the hospitality industry and so on.  In this day and age there must be safety and 
security for the general public.  There is strength and safety in numbers.  It would be very difficult to say to a 
17-year-old who is knocking off from a cafe or restaurant at midnight that he cannot drive home and have 
someone with him. 

Mr A.J. Simpson:  Or a baker. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Yes, exactly; a baker.  There is the issue of blood alcohol readings being brought into line 
with the national standard.  I do not think it is an issue.  Other members have mentioned it.  I was quite amazed 
when I found out that the alcohol content of 210 litres of breath can equal that of 100 millilitres of blood.  That is 
quite interesting.   

However, there are some issues to be addressed in all this.  When I was talking to some young people about the 
bill I was quite amazed to find that some people are getting their licences illegally.  It was put to me that, these 
days, a person can do the theoretical test and say that he is so-and-so because there are no checks to see who a 
person is.  A person can pass the theoretical test and line up to get his licence.  Sure enough, the licence is given.  
If that is the case - it is only anecdotal evidence - then there must be much better scrutiny in the licensing centres 
so that the person who sits the test is the person to get the licence.  We all know that there are drivers on our 
roads who are not fully qualified.  Some of those people are causing some of the problems in this area. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That issue is clearly one of corruption.  If the member has any evidence he can report to the 
police or the CCC, he should do so.  To my knowledge there have been a small number of cases in which people 
have been fingered and charges laid over the past 10 to 20 years.  Clearly, it opens up issues of corruption.  The 
police will certainly take action if there is any evidence. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I will try to get more information on that.  It is diabolical if that is happening. 

We have mentioned the hoon legislation.  It is interesting to see federal members doing their campaigning 
although the federal election has not yet been called.  My electorate is south of the river.  The one topic that 
comes up as the biggest issue in the area is hoons driving around the place and disrupting lifestyles.  We were 
very keen on strengthening the hoon legislation, which went to a certain point.  We suggested that cars could be 
confiscated for seven days instead of 48 hours.  Unfortunately, we were not successful in getting that amendment 
accepted.  That has to be looked at as well. 

I mentioned earlier that the drug-driving problem is a big one.  I put it to the minister when the drug-driving 
legislation was discussed that I would love to see all the booze buses have the ability to test for drugs to a greater 
extent than they do now.  If we could get some drug-drivers off the roads, I am certain that some of these 
problems would be minimised. 

We must get the police out there.  There is a need for police visibility.  The member for Wagin mentioned a 
fellow in Dumbleyung parking his car in the street.  It is amazing the number of times one looks for a police car 
these days.  A person might see something that is happening on the road and wish that a police car were there.  A 
person just cannot find one, which is certainly frustrating.  This legislation goes some way towards improving 
some of the issues to do with the road toll, which is absolutely diabolical.  Members of this side of the house will 
support it. 

MR R.C. KUCERA (Yokine) [8.07 pm]:  I am very pleased that the minister included me as part of the 
parliamentary working group of our party that discussed this legislation.  Many of the issues raised by the 
opposition have been discussed at the party room level.  Members will find that there is consensus on most of the 
items. 

I will make a couple of quick comments.  Firstly, the standardisation of the alcohol issues is overdue.  It needs to 
be done.  It is a technical issue but I think everyone in the house should support it without question.   
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I will also comment quickly on hit-and-run accidents.  I listened with interest to the comments made by the 
member for Hillarys about mandatory sentencing.  This is one of those areas in which minimum mandatory 
sentencing should not apply.  I say that after 35 years of dealing with people who have been left in a position of 
not reporting crashes or accidents.  Quite frankly, everyone in this house is a potential offender.  This is not 
something that happens ordinarily with intent.  We can talk about hoons and the idiots we have on the roads.  It 
could happen to any of us driving home tonight after a late session in this house.  Nobody can say how people 
will react or it they will panic.  The vast majority of people I charged while in the police service who ran away 
from accident scenes or drove away from accident scenes were ordinary mums and dads of the world who were 
put in that situation.  It is one of those occasions for which judges need to have discretion.  I do not generally 
agree with mandatory sentencing; I think judges should be trusted.  Just recently I attended a breakfast that was 
put on by the Uniting Church.  It was also attended by Justice McKechnie.  He gave a presentation on 
sentencing.  I would dearly love either Mr McKechnie or another judge to give members of Parliament a run-
down on the way judges reach their decisions on sentencing.  Mr McKechnie presented a number of scenarios to 
the people who attended that meeting.  With each scenario he introduced more evidence of the type that would 
be produced if I or another member of Parliament were in that type of situation.  The views on sentencing that 
were held by those who attended the forum changed as the evidence unfolded.  It was interesting that when Mr 
McKechnie read out the sentences that he had given, invariably each sentence was much tougher than those that 
the group at the breakfast meeting had decided upon. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  I would tend to agree with you.  However, there was a case recently when one person 
shot another person and the other person stabbed the first person and they both argued self-defence. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  That is a different issue altogether. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  You are talking about sentencing in general. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I will come back to this particular issue, but I would be happy to debate that matter with 
the member on another occasion. 

We must trust judges and give them discretion over sentencing.  We do not always agree with them.  As a police 
officer I did not always agree with them and was sometimes damned frustrated by some of the sentences that 
were handed down, but those cases could be heard in the Court of Appeal.  However, in this area we cannot stray 
from giving judges discretion.  I believe that they must have it. 

We all know that the hit-and-run provisions came out of a matter known as Michael’s law when someone ran 
away from an accident scene.  The maximum sentencing must reflect people’s views on this matter.  Maximum 
sentences are rarely handed down for this type of offence because usually the incident is not deliberate.  As I 
said, each and every one of us is a potential offender in this regard.  I support this legislation. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  By that logic we are all potential murderers. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Sometimes people make mistakes.  We have all made a mistake when driving a car.  The 
member for South Perth talked about peer groups.  I know of a case that he will be personally aware of whereby 
many years ago the son of John Gleeson was a passenger in a car and was badly injured.  That was a matter of 
peer groups. 
I refer now to the novice driver provision.  That provision was changed to “novice driver” when we discussed 
the matter during the party process.  I raise that issue because in my electorate I have some 4 500 refugees who 
are mature drivers and are required to go through the same process as young drivers when obtaining a licence.  I 
was pleased that the description was changed to “novice drivers” because it is a matter of experience rather than 
age.  It was clearly indicated by the statistics at yesterday’s forum that the issue does not concern a person’s age 
but a person’s experience of driving on the roads and his ability to handle a vehicle.  Obviously young drivers 
will be inexperienced.  Many people who drive on our roads are not young people but they have only recently 
obtained their driver’s licence.  My dear old mum took 14 attempts to pass her driver’s licence.  I understood 
why when she told me that when the driving instructor told her to go straight on at a roundabout, she did; she 
took away any chance of passing her driver’s licence and about three acres of tulips on the way!  Novice drivers 
are a major issue. 
I compliment the Minister for Police on yesterday’s forum and I compliment those members from all sides of the 
house who attended it.  After working in the police service for 30-odd years - admittedly I did not do a great deal 
of traffic work other than during my time on general duty - I was surprised when I saw how well the state is 
doing today compared with 30 years ago.  There has been a general decline in the number of road accidents. 
Many of the issues regarding novice drivers that have been raised today were discussed in the party room.  I have 
worked with blood alcohol machinery for a number of years and know that a degree of tolerance can be built into 
it.  We cannot legislate for an absolute zero alcohol level.  This matter was discussed at length.  Members 
opposite can raise it with the police operators during the consideration in detail stage.  People who drink cough 
medicine or who eat rum balls or fruit show a certain level of alcohol in their bloodstream.  Fruit naturally 
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ferments in the stomach and results in alcohol being detected in a person’s system.  That tolerance can be built 
into the blood alcohol machinery and members’ minds will be put at rest when they talk to the police who 
operate those machines.   

We should not categorise and generalise, particularly when talking about young people.  It is possible that we 
can demonise them.  However, this legislation is about helping them to build their experience on the roads.  The 
minister and the people who have developed this bill have structured it in such a way that it will be evolutionary.  
We are not providing draconian measures and telling people that they must do 120 hours of supervised driving.  
That is not what it is about.  It is about allowing the legislation to develop as we go.  During the discussion 
groups, the minister quite rightly said that there are issues concerning young drivers who drive home after work.  
Another key issue that was raised with the minister concerned skippers.  Thankfully, we have encouraged young 
people these days to have a skipper.  That matter concerned us greatly when we were formulating the bill.  An 
allowance must be built into the bill for the training of not only young people, but also the police.  In my past 
experience as a police officer I found that regardless of how well thought out new legislation was, often the 
resources and understanding of the legislation were lacking when it was passed on to the law enforcement 
agencies to implement.  This bill provides for the education of officers who will be dealing with young people 
and novice drivers generally.  A degree of discretion is built into the bill. 

This is good legislation, which has been well thought out and well structured because it will be introduced 
gradually, although some elements of it will take effect almost immediately.  We all make mistakes and each of 
us is a potential offender regarding hit-and-run accidents.  However, I agree with the member for Hillarys that 
people who do it deliberately should face the maximum penalty.  This is sensible legislation that reflects the 
serious view of the community regarding this kind of crime.  I again refer members to Michael Witkowski and 
the incident that brought about this legislation.  Novice drivers must get sufficient experience to enable them to 
be on the roads at all times and drive to their true potential.  Therefore, I support the number of driving hours 
that they must undertake.  

Finally, the forum that was held yesterday was good and I compliment all the members who supported the 
Minister for Police.  Members do not agree on all matters.  However, yesterday great importance was placed on 
providing sensible, easily readable and interpretable information to decision makers, parents and the community 
regarding the issue of road safety.  Every penny we spend on the Road Safety Council to get those messages out 
there is a penny well spent, although it is not pennies these days but cents.  I commend the bill to the house and I 
commend the minister for the way in which this matter has been approached. 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [8.19 pm]:  I was not going to speak on this bill and I apologise to the relatives 
of the people who are the reasons for the introduction of this bill because it is not my area of responsibility, 
although I have been aware that this bill is coming on.  One of the things that concerned me about the bill is that 
it contains punitive measures rather than offering young people incentives.  I do not know the statistics and I 
have not researched the matter, but I would be interested in what the minister is going to say. What has changed 
since I sat my driver’s licence test when I was 17 years old?  My father taught me to drive and the day I turned 
17, I sat my driver’s licence test.  When people are young, they take risks.  I lived in Mandurah at that time and I 
remember driving to Perth and perhaps thought that I might go just a bit faster.  Members know that young 
people feel infallible.  However, I wonder what it is that has now brought on all these punitive measures, such as 
curfews, not being allowed to drink and drive - that seems sensible - and demerit points.  It is all punitive.  I 
wonder why that is so.  It has aroused my interest.   

I want to comment on a couple of things that have been said.  The first is the issue of driving at excessive speed.  
It is possible to drive at or under the speed limit and to drive dangerously.  One sees it quite often; sometimes 
elderly people are driving at, perhaps, 20 kilometres an hour and are driving dangerously.   

I do not want to belittle the legislation because I take road safety and the lives of children very seriously.  In fact, 
my daughter did not get her driver’s licence until she was 21 years old, and I did not encourage her to sit the test 
until she felt she was ready.   

One of the people whom I like to read is one of my favourite members of Parliament, the MP for Henley in 
England, Boris Johnson.  A few weeks ago I read an article written by him.  It was about something that I have 
been feeling since I have been in this place.  There has been a lot of legislation passed in this house; we just keep 
on legislating and regulating.  I would like to read part of this article out because I think we can over-regulate.  It 
is called “Balls has to prove he can curb elf and safety mania” and in it, Boris Johnson talks about a Labour MP - 

So now he tells us.  Now he tries to repent.  Well, thanks for nothing, chum.  After 10 years of 
suffocating legislation, the Labour Secretary for Children and Schools, Mr Edward Balls, appears to 
have woken up to what his government has done.   

After 10 years of elf and safety lunacy, Balls has called for children to be allowed to take a few risks: 
play conkers, have a snowball fight, climb a tree.  Bring back the joys of childhood, says the blithering 
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Balls, as if Labour had nothing to do with the creation of our grossly over-regulated society and 
compensation culture.  

“Children should not be wrapped in cotton wool,”. . .  

I know what the government is trying to achieve with this bill.  I do not know what the statistics are, but I would 
like to see some incentives rather than punitive measures.  I can see the minister is nodding and agreeing.  It is 
about not making life too difficult, I suppose, but getting the balance right.  I will leave that issue. 

One of the issues I wanted to raise with this bill is the penalties for road rage.  The member for Joondalup raised 
the terrible case of that poor young woman.  That must have been the most terrifying experience for her, but 
there are already provisions in the Criminal Code to cover those events: criminal damage, 14 years’ 
imprisonment; assault occasioning bodily harm, seven years; dangerous driving, up to 25 years.  I want to know 
why the penalties are higher under the proposed new section 54 of the Road Traffic Act, “Bodily harm: duty to 
stop and give information and assistance”, than under the equivalent section of the Criminal Code.  For instance, 
I refer to the offence of assault occasioning bodily harm.  What is the difference between a drunk youth who hits 
someone outside a nightclub, causing assault occasioning bodily harm, and blows through, for which the 
maximum penalty is seven years, and someone hitting someone in a car and blowing through?  Why is the 
penalty for hitting someone in a car greater?  Under section 297 of the Criminal Code, a conviction for grievous 
bodily harm incurs a penalty of 10 years’ imprisonment.  However, it is the same issue: a person hits someone 
outside a nightclub causing grievous bodily harm and leaves the scene.  What about the 20 years’ penalty for an 
incident occasioning death provided for in proposed new section 54?  The punishment for attempted murder is 
only seven years.  I wonder why the penalties in this bill are so much higher than those in the Criminal Code. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Do you want me to answer by interjection? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  No, I can wait until tomorrow, if the minister would like.  I will raise it. 

The other issue that the minister might like to give some thought to, which I could not see covered in this bill, 
relates to what would happen if a woman was raped, but then managed to get into a car, and in the process of 
driving away hits the fellow who raped her.  She is not going to stop.  I am not sure that this situation would be 
covered by this bill.  Obviously, the woman is not going to stop if he tries to stop her and gets in the way.  I just 
thought that would be an issue. 

The other issue I wanted to talk about is mandatory sentences.  I have raised this before because mandatory 
sentences have been the subject of a Senate inquiry.  They do not work, yet the public thinks they work.  
However, mandatory sentences do not work and in my view are akin to judge bashing.  It is easy to bash judges 
on sentencing; they sentence thousands of people a year.  I think it was the member for Avon who mentioned the 
knife and gun issue, and the public wonders why these people get off.  They get off because of legal principles 
that defence counsel use; it is a bit like the Walsham case.  The Walsham case was not about the jury at all, but 
nobody in the legal profession has come out and really explained what it was all about.  The case probably 
should never have gone to a jury.  It is not the jurors’ fault, yet people in the legal profession are commentating 
and saying that maybe jurors need to take an alcohol and drug test.  Well, what about judges, lawyers and court 
officers?  These silly comments come out, and obviously the jurors are upset because they do not understand the 
legal principles.  Even though the Supreme Court put out a four-page document, nobody is really going to look at 
that seriously and explain what that case is really about.  I also want to express my deepest sympathies to Mr and 
Mrs Walsham to have lost their son in such terrible circumstances.  I raised the case because I thought of it when 
the member for Avon mentioned that the court sometimes comes out with decisions that seem bizarre.  The 
member for Yokine referred to a visit from Justice John McKechnie, but I have always said since I have been a 
member of this place that if we want to talk about sentencing, we have only got to walk down the street and sit in 
court for a day to understand that the reason we need to give judges discretion in sentencing is the variety of 
circumstances that can arise.  To have minimum mandatory sentences in this sort of bill would not do justice to 
those circumstances.  Is justice not what we are about as a society?  If one asks victims who go to court why they 
are there, invariably they say, impromptu, “For justice.”   

I am not sure whether the courts need to look at this, but there should be someone who does not speak legalese 
who can express, for instance, what really happened in the decision on the Walsham case, because I have not 
seen it anywhere in the media.   

We know from surveys that have been done - I think by the commonwealth government - that mandatory 
sentencing does not work in deterring people and that it does not address different circumstances.  The member 
for Hillarys used one of the circumstances I described of an elderly person who may be showing the first signs of 
dementia and who hits a stranger.  Is such a person to be given a mandatory minimum term?  It does not work. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  I did explain that that would give me concern, and that is why I am not moving any 
amendments. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I know, and I thought the member handled it in a very balanced way.   
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I wanted to raise those issues and to mention the issue of the maximum sentences as raised by the member for 
Hillarys.  These matters can be dealt with by the Court of Petty Sessions, and that court can hand out a sentence 
of three years’ imprisonment, which is not the maximum sentence.  The maximum would be 10 years if the 
matter were dealt with in the District Court.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Three years is the maximum under that clause, if the matter is dealt with by summary 
conviction. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The court can now give that sentence, because it is not the maximum penalty.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  It is the maximum penalty, if it is dealt with by summary conviction.  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yes, but it is not the maximum penalty for the offence.  

I just wanted to raise those issues.  I had a feeling that we are a society that regulates.  I speak from a position of 
ignorance of the statistics.  I am interested to hear what the minister has to say tonight or tomorrow about young 
people, and why these measures need to be put in place.  What has changed?  Is it binge drinking, drugs or young 
people having access to souped-up cars?  That is what I would like to know. 

MR M.J. BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie) [8.32 pm]:  I was not going to say much about the Road Traffic Amendment 
Bill (No. 2) 2007 but, having had an opportunity to peruse it, it strikes me that this bill was manufactured by a 
particularly unimaginative politician who is looking for an easy rub and perhaps an easy media opportunity.  It is 
very difficult to come up with good legislation, but it is very easy to go through existing legislation and simply 
increase the penalties for every offence and then go to the media and say how tough we are.  We have not come 
up with anything imaginative, or anything that is the result of a lot of consultation; we will simply increase the 
penalties so that it looks like we are actually doing something and earning our money.  That is all I can see in 
this bill.  There is nothing particularly clever or imaginative.  One example, taken from the minister’s second 
reading speech, states that if a driver does not stop immediately after an accident or render assistance to the 
injured person, that driver will be subject to a maximum of 20 years’ imprisonment.  That is the penalty for 
failing to stop to render assistance after an accident.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  No; after a death.  

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Sorry, after an accident that has caused a death.  More often than not, accidents causing 
death are nothing more than accidents; they are not the result of any intentional act on the part of the driver in 
most cases, although that might not be the case in some of them.  The minister has increased the maximum 
penalty to 20 years’ imprisonment.  If the minister is just going to take the easy rub, and just walk through a 
piece of legislation and increase the penalties, why does he not do something a bit more meaningful, like having 
a look at all the different offences in the Criminal Code that attract a significantly lesser penalty then the 
20 years included in this legislation?  I will go through a couple of them.  For grievous bodily harm, which 
effectively means belting the hell out of somebody, the maximum penalty is 10 years’ imprisonment.  However 
someone failing to stop and render assistance will receive a maximum penalty of 20 years’ jail.  There is a clear 
anomaly there.  Section 301 of the Criminal Code covers wounding and similar acts, and carries a penalty of just 
five years’ jail.  A person who sets out in the dead of night with the deliberate intention of wounding somebody - 
perhaps stabbing them with a knife - will face a maximum penalty of five years’ imprisonment, but a person 
accidentally crashing a car, resulting in a death, who then takes off and fails to render assistance, will get 20 
years’ jail.  Most members would agree that that is a significant anomaly.  The maximum penalty for a common 
assault in which aggravation is not a factor is 18 months’ imprisonment or a fine of $18 000.  In effect, a court 
can just fine a person up to $18 000 and give no prison sentence for an assault.  If a person sets out at night and 
comes across somebody he does not particularly like and decides to give him a pretty good flogging, he might 
just get an $18 000 fine.  Clearly, there is quite a large gap.  Assaults occasioning bodily harm will attract a five-
year maximum penalty - certainly nowhere near the 20 years we are talking about today.  Someone committing a 
sexual offence against a child who is under the age of 13 will receive a 10-year maximum penalty.  What is a 
greater crime against society?  The minister might be able to tell me which is the greater crime - committing a 
sexual offence against a child under 13 years of age, for which the maximum penalty is 10 years’ jail, or failing 
to render assistance after an accident for which the maximum penalty is 20 years’ jail.  Both are bad situations, 
but which is the greater crime?  I think all members would say that the greater crime is a sexual offence against a 
child under 13 years of age.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I don’t agree.  If that person ran over and killed a 12-year-old girl, and did it deliberately, and 
then tried to get away, that is a more serious offence, which would be captured by these penalties.  

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  That person could probably still be charged with manslaughter or something else.  The 
minister is simply talking about the act of leaving the scene of an accident, which will attract a penalty of 20 
years’ imprisonment.  It is fine to increase the penalty; I do not have a problem with that, but why does the 
minister not have a look through some of the other penalties in the Criminal Code if he is serious about making 
better legislation? 
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Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I suggest that the member is speaking in ignorance of the Witkowski case, and all that went 
on.  If he understood the case, he might understand why this legislation has been crafted to respond to that.  

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  For assault with intent to rob, a person will receive a penalty of 10 years’ imprisonment.  
Perhaps I was reading the wrong one out.  The minister said that a person will get 20 years for failing to render 
assistance when a death has occurred.  Let us go to the next stage.  The minister says that a person will now get 
14 years for failing to render assistance after an accident in which a death has not occurred, albeit grievous 
bodily harm may have been caused.  However, a person will get 10 years for a sexual assault against a child 
under the age of 13 years.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Again, if someone runs over a 12-year-old girl and turns her into a paraplegic, that should 
have a heavier penalty then a sexual assault on that girl. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Both are very serious offences.  However, if the minister wants to make legislation better, 
he should not just go through it with a pen and put five years on this, 10 years on that, and then run off to the 
media and make it look like he is actually doing something.  That is the easy rub.  I guess it is a temptation for all 
ministers to go through the current acts that sit before them and increase all the penalties.  It makes a great story 
for the media the next day.  However, it is not very imaginative or creative, and possibly not even a very good 
idea.  It is fine to increase the penalties, but let us try to keep up.  Let us have a look at the people who commit 
the sorts of offences that caused significant problems for people, such as when a person is out having dinner with 
his young family in Northbridge and someone comes up and bashes him to within an inch of his life, or the case 
of the drunk lying in the street in Northbridge, unable to move or scratch himself, and a gang of 18 or 
19-year-olds come along and kick him to within an inch of his life.  Those offences attract a lesser penalty than 
the failure to render assistance or stop after an accident.  I do not think anyone in this place would say that that is 
the way to go.  As I said, the offence of home burglary, for instance, attracts a much lesser penalty than the 
minister is providing in this bill today.  The real criminals are people who break into our homes, or who belt the 
hell out of us on the street for no good reason.  Most people the minister will catch with this legislation will be 
people who have accidentally run over someone.  I do not make excuses for such people, but if a young man of 
19 or 20 years of age, who is well to do, who might have an apprenticeship or belong to a great family, but who 
might be a bit of an idiot when he gets out with his mates, accidentally runs over someone and takes off, he will 
be given a sentence of 20 years’ jail.  However, for goodness sake, there is no problem with a young person who 
bashes the hell out of someone or breaks into someone’s house!  He will probably get away with only two years’ 
jail.  If the minister is serious, he should think about it.  I am reminded of the hoon legislation, another great 
anomaly.  People hooning around on the roads, particularly young people, create a serious problem.  The 
government’s answer is, after I think three offences, to confiscate the car, regardless of the value of the car, sell 
the car and put the money into consolidated revenue.  If the car happened to be a $50 000 motorcar, this 
government would be effectively handing out a fine of $50 000 for three instances of hooning on the road, yet a 
summary conviction for a burglary attracts $24 000.  What is the justification for a $50 000 fine, which might be 
the value of the car being confiscated, and where is the justice when someone who breaks into a house - our 
home is our castle - is given the maximum penalty of $24 000?  I simply say to the minister that he should not do 
the easy rub or the easy media release.  He should think about his portfolio and about the legislation he has 
introduced and try to be creative and imaginative.  If he does, he will get a lot more respect from the public.  

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon) [8.42 pm]:  I will not run through all the details of the bill but I will talk 
about two or three matters that have been raised with me recently.  A family called Johnston from Quairading 
unfortunately lost a couple of their members in accidents recently.  One of the deaths involved a provisional 
driver.  A proposition was put to me, which I did not instantly warm to but which I am now warming to and 
which I will put to the minister so that he can think about it.  It was proposed that when a person is seeking his 
provisional driver’s licence, he be compelled to sign a contract.  When that was first put to me, I instantly 
resisted it.  However, I have since warmed to it.  If we think about the process, part of the requirement for the 
person wanting a licence should be to sign a document and agree to each point.  For example, the contract would 
read: “I agree that if I drive with a blood alcohol level greater than whatever, I will lose my licence for a period.”  
It would have room for him to sign.  It could also read: “I agree that if I speed over a certain limit, I will lose my 
licence.”  He would sign beside that point.  The argument is that the contract would emphasise the responsibility 
involved in driving a vehicle above the person believing he has a right to have a licence.  As this family 
suggested, and as I have heard in my own road safety forum several times, the argument is, I think, that everyone 
has a right to apply for a licence but not everyone has a right to own a licence.  Not everyone passes the driving 
licence test.  A contract would emphasise in the early stage that the driver’s licence is an agreement between the 
driver and society to do certain things, including accumulating the necessary number of driving hours before 
being granted a licence.  I am warming to that proposal; I think it has benefits.  The negative aspect is that 
someone must organise that process, but I do not think that would be difficult.  

The other issue is one on which I want to plead with the minister for change, even though he is not the 
appropriate minister.  I refer to four cases in Northam right now of some significance.  One involves a service 
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contractor in town who had two fleet vehicles, one automatic and one manual.  He sold the automatic vehicle and 
bought another manual vehicle.  One of his employees has a licence to drive only automatic vehicles, and that 
has caused enormous problems.  He is a fantastic individual who was resident in Northam for many years, 
worked in the licensing section three days a week and spent time outside the mandatory time to help some young 
people who were working to get licences or to help other people who were unable to sit the test between 9.00 am 
and 5.00 pm.  Now that it is in the hands of the Department for Planning and Infrastructure, only one day a week 
has been allocated for this purpose.  The demand for a driver’s licence in Northam is enormous.  Two or three 
weeks ago I was visited at my office by three young blokes who had lost their licences, for valid reasons, but 
who will suffer the loss of their licences for a longer period than the penalty provides because they cannot get an 
appointment with DPI to sit the test.  One young fellow lost his licence for driving with a blood alcohol level of 
0.03 per cent, but he will suffer that loss for a longer period because the resources are not available for him to sit 
the test.  I am sure the minister understands that the member for Wagin, I and many other people want to support 
this bill.  However, we in the regions must be given equity.  I cannot look young people in the eye in my 
community and say that they must live under circumstances that other people do not have to live under.  All four 
young people are either apprentices or just out of their apprenticeship.  It is important that they have their 
licence.  It is also important that if they break the rules they lose their licence.  However, the penalty should not 
extend past the required time plus a few days.   

In Northam, and quite a few other places in the regional areas, enormous queues of people are awaiting licence 
tests.  I should not raise this issue because we should protect our families to some degree, but one of my sons 
works in the mining industry and wanted an articulated vehicle licence.  He drove to Mingenew or somewhere 
like that because he could get an appointment that day.  He had no chance of getting an appointment in Northam 
for some months, and that was affecting his ability to get a job.  Although I want to support the minister, a few 
issues have arisen from my own forums that I think will be touchy.  The issue of the speed limit of 
110 kilometres an hour on country roads will be a touchy issue.  It was not supported in my forums among three 
age groups.  Nonetheless, I want to support the legislation.  The minister should give me some rope so that I can 
say to my constituents that these services will be available.  Currently, they are not.  I have heard of delays of up 
to four months for a driving licence test.  Like other members who have spoken tonight, I cannot verify whether 
that is true.  However, I can say that it is true that people cannot get an appointment in the near future, and that is 
a problem.  

This legislation, including the emotions surrounding it, is quite important.  All four people who work in my 
office have had someone close to them die in a road accident.  I am therefore unashamedly passionate about this 
issue.  Nevertheless, we need to make sure there is equity in the process.   

I ask also: if a person is 40 years of age and has a brand-new, flash ute, and if that person is the member for 
Geraldton, is that person a hoon?  That is a fair question!  Is the member for Geraldton a hoon?  No?  Okay!  I do 
not think he is either!  He is a very likeable person.  I make that point because I have noticed that many young 
people in my town love their vehicle with a passion.  Members need go only to the Pingelly Show, or a range of 
other places, to see young people, including a great many young women, who own vehicles that are worth 
$80 000 or $90 000.  Many of those young people drive utes that have every conceivable bit of fruit hanging off 
them, and they love them!  We need to take into account that some of these people are very passionate about 
their vehicles, but that does not necessarily make them hoons.  However, we need to make sure that they 
understand that driving a vehicle is a privilege, not a right. 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [8.51 pm]:  I, too, would like to have my say on the Road Traffic 
Amendment Bill (No.2) 2007.  I will not speak for long, because I think we are starting to repeat ourselves.  The 
member for Avon raised a few points that are very true.  The situation in my electorate is very similar.  My 
electorate encompasses part of the metropolitan area and part of the country.  The member for Avon hit the nail 
on the head when he said that many young blokes live for their utes.   

Another important road safety issue is motorbikes.  Last year was a shocking year for motorbike fatalities.  I am 
a bit of a passionate motorbike fan, and I thought the time had come last year when motorbikes would be banned 
altogether, because the number of fatalities was getting so high.  Motorcyclists are minority road users, but they 
seem to be more noticeable on the roads than other vehicles, so they tend to cop a lot of flack.  Some riders have 
not given the motorbike industry the right sort of image.  However, on a positive note, I must mention the MAD 
Ride that took place last year.  I attended that ride, and I hope to attend this year’s ride.  About 4 000 
motorcyclists turned up for that great ride.  It was all about making a difference, and shedding the light on riders 
who have suffered head trauma as a result of a motorbike accident.  The issue is that motorbikes seem to be an 
easy target.  I must admit there are many times when motorcyclists have gone through Multanovas and done 
something that is not quite above board.  However, the media are tending to drive that issue more than ever.  
There was a shocking case in the paper the other week.  We only need to look at the photo to see that the man 
certainly has some guts.  He must be a bloody good rider, because what he did was quite amazing.  However, I 
certainly do not condone it, because it is not the right thing to do.  One aspect about motorcyclists is that they 
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tend to hurt themselves more than anyone else, so they suffer their own consequences if they push it too hard.  I 
received an email today from our Neighbourhood Watch about two motorcyclists who have died in the past two 
days.  One fatality was on Mundaring Road.  I know that road well.  I know exactly what that person was trying 
to do.  The other fatality was somewhere in the Peel region.  Again, motorcyclists often get themselves into a bad 
situation.   

One of the biggest road safety issues is off-road motorcyclists.  They cause me a lot of pain, because they go into 
state forests.  People often come to us and say they need a dedicated area in which to ride their bikes, and I say 
no way in hell will they be given a dedicated area in my region.  In the Gnangara pine forest, and in the Town of 
Kwinana, there are two tracks for off-road vehicles.  They attract people who dump cars and commit all kinds of 
antisocial behaviour.  It may be good fun to take an off-road bike for a spin in the bush, but the problem is that 
these tracks get very busy.  At the back of Byford there is an old airstrip.  On the weekends, there are motorbikes 
everywhere on the back roads.  It is amazing.  I can never get my mind around how some people in my area who 
live on a five-acre property can buy their kid a small motorbike, and the kid goes around and around the five 
acres and does not know where he is heading.  One thing that has always amazed me with motorbikes, 
particularly Harley Davidson motorbikes, is that on South Western Highway on Saturday mornings, there is a 
sea of them.  Sometimes about 30 of them roll through.  It is like thunder.  I swear they are breaking the noise 
barrier, or something.  I know the image that goes with driving a Harley Davidson. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Are you suggesting that that appeals to you, or that you have a problem with it? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  I am saying that I have a problem with it.  I look at those Harleys, and I do not see 
anything in them at all.  A lot of people go through a midlife crisis.  My wife said that she would rather let me 
buy a motorbike than let me have an affair, so I thought that was a good deal - either that, or she would shoot 
me!  I do not know how we can deal with that issue.  The off-road motorbikes are even worse.  One of my 
neighbours lives on the side of the Darling scarp.  At the back of his property is a track.  I have stood there with 
him as the motorbikes have gone past, and we have waved and asked the riders to slow down.   They go past us 
really slow, but as soon as they get to the other side of the track, all we can hear is the noise of the motorbikes as 
they go up the hill, particularly if they have a two-stroke engine, and all we want is for them to get over the top 
so that we will not hear them!  We are now getting the Water Corporation involved, and it will have to start 
fencing off part of the range so that people cannot drive their motorbikes all the way to the top.  In the past they 
could probably have gone up there with no problem at all, but it is now getting out of control.  We are going 
through a stage in this booming economy where people are earning good money and want to buy a new toy, and 
away they go.  I must admit that there are a lot of good riders out there.  The guys I ride with respect the road 
rules.  We often have a bit of a ride on Sundays, and we try to do the right thing.  However, a minority of drivers 
do not do the right thing. 
Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Do you drive a Harley? 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  No, definitely not.  A certain image goes with a Harley.  I have a mate who bought himself 
a Harley.  It is a lot of money for just a big chunk of metal.  It is just something that he can fire up to make a lot 
of noise. 
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  You will have to tell us what sort of bike you have!   
Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  I have a Japanese bike, but I will not go any further than that! 
I wanted to put that on the record, because motorbikes are something that I have a bit of a passion about.  It 
seems to be easy to pick on motorcyclists.  We went down the right road with the road safety review yesterday.  
It was great, minister, that we could all come together at that forum.  Road safety is a hard issue to deal with.  
We are now looking at how we can resolve these issues.  I was surprised by the graph that showed the number of 
cars on the roads, and the number of fatalities.  We are actually doing quite well.  The situation with road 
fatalities is not as bad as people think it is.  The media seem to think there are hundreds of fatalities on the roads.  
We have actually managed to reduce the number of fatalities, which was very interesting to learn.  Also, even if 
we exclude all the best drivers and so forth, there will still be a certain percentage of road accidents, because 
accidents will always occur, regardless of the road safety measures that we put in place.  That was also 
interesting to learn.  I think we are going down the right path.  We may be able to come up with some more 
strategies to reduce the road toll.  It is certainly an issue in society that we need to deal with.   
MS K. HODSON-THOMAS (Carine) [8.57 pm]:  I also wish to speak on the Road Traffic Amendment Bill 
(No.2) 2007.  This bill is very timely, particularly in light of the minister’s reference group that was held 
yesterday, which many members of this place attended.  I was one of those members, so I take this opportunity 
to commend the minister on that road safety forum.  As legislators, we have a role and a responsibility to treat 
road safety in a bipartisan manner.  Yesterday’s reference group is certainly a first since I have been in this 
place.  I hope that the reference group will not just become a talkfest, and that the government will recognise that 
it needs to invest serious dollars in road safety.  That means that we need to look at vehicle safety and road 
infrastructure, and also road design, which includes things like verge clearing.  The other aspect that is 
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imperative is education for our young people.  I may say more about that shortly.  Our aim should always be to 
reduce the number of road fatalities.  However, we should also address the issue that was raised yesterday; 
namely, serious injury, and the cost of that to the community and the state.  It was interesting to listen to a 
number of the speeches that were made by speakers before me.  I was particularly interested in what the Leader 
of the Opposition said about wrapping our young people in cotton wool.  As a parent, I think we tend to wrap our 
young children in cotton wool to try to protect them from harm.  Children are by nature risk takers.  Human 
beings are risk takers.  It is actually about taking the right risks and acknowledging our responsibilities.   

I have discovered in the 11 years I have been a member of this place - I will probably say it more often than not - 
that we tend to legislate for the lowest common denominator.  Members who have spoken before me have said 
that the legislation before us is punitive.  Instead of offering incentives to people to encourage better driving 
behaviour, we tend to come down heavily with penalties.  What we need to do is educate our youth; that is a 
critical component of any legislation when it comes to driver behaviour. 

I have two children - two sons.  My eldest son is past the age at which he is considered to be a young man in the 
vulnerable age group; he is 25 years old.  My 19-year-old is right in that vulnerable stage.  I will share a story 
that some members have already heard.  My youngest son was involved in a quite serious car accident about two 
weeks ago.  He rang me fairly early in the morning.  He was on his way to work.  He said, “Mum, I need you.  I 
have had a serious car accident.  My car is written off.”  Of course, as any mother would, I panicked, got in the 
car and did not think about anything other than getting there.  I relate this story particularly about the issue of 
people leaving the scene of an accident.  When I got there, I found the set of circumstances interesting.  Carl had 
been collected by a truck, pushed through a wall and driven down an embankment.  The car was written off but, 
fortunately, he had walked away from the accident.  The truck driver in my view was in shock, my son was in 
shock, the witness was in shock, and there was my 19-year-old trying to deal with it.  I asked all of them whether 
anybody had contacted the police.  None of them had.  I can tell members that I was not at the scene 
immediately.  I contacted the police.  I was put through to the ambulance service and asked whether anybody 
was injured.  I rationally said that nobody had been injured but that I thought my son was in shock, and the 
ambulance service sent an ambulance.   

I have relayed that story, not so much about that issue but about a point made by the member for Nedlands 
earlier about the variables that can happen at the scene of an accident.  I think the member for Nedlands was 
relating the story of a senior, a woman who might be 80 years old, who might be driving a vehicle, who might 
have an accident and who might panic.  She might leave the scene of the accident or she might stay there.  As 
legislators we must be very mindful of how we deal with legislation that is debated in this house, and that one 
size does not fit all.  That is what I say to the minister: one size does not fit all.  We can look at a particular set of 
circumstances and say yes, that fits that set of circumstances, but it does not fit all the other variables.  I cannot 
speak with the same experience and depth that the member for Nedlands can.  She has worked in the courts and 
seen numerous sets of circumstances.  She understands the Criminal Code and the legal process.  However, I 
implore the minister to recognise that we should be very aware of what we are doing with the clause of the bill 
that deals with this issue, and not create a minefield that does not cater for all of those variables.  I relayed my 
own experience with my son because I foresee somebody easily going into shock and leaving the scene of an 
accident because of not being rational.  That person might want to talk to somebody who could explain what the 
person should do in the circumstances. 

I believe that we need to invest more time in educating young people.  They believe they are invincible; I have 
seen that with my own children.  Part of the problem today is that young people have a greater ability to access 
vehicles that we probably never drove when we were their age.  I am talking about the power of a vehicle, the 
opportunity to access such a vehicle and different road conditions.  I believe education is a huge and important 
component of what is required.  A number of other members have said that what we really need is more police 
visibility.  Multanovas certainly are not the panacea, although they have a role to play. 

I want to touch on a couple of other aspects that the government is talking about introducing down the track.  
One is the peer restriction provision, and there has also been talk of a night curfew.  As I said earlier, we are 
always legislating for the lowest common denominator.  The minister will find that those very good, decent, law-
abiding young driving citizens in the community will be penalised because of a few law-breakers.  What saddens 
me about this issue is that law-breakers will continue to break the law.  There will be a night curfew or a 
restriction on the number of peers in young people’s cars, yet those who choose to break the law will continue to 
do so.  Some good, decent young people who have a job that they need will be prevented from getting to and 
from their workplace.  The minister must look seriously at that issue. 

I do not want to labour any point, but I did refer to what the member for Nedlands was talking about before.  I 
was listening to her speech in my office.  She said that we need to get the balance right.  The member for 
Nedlands is right; we do need to get the balance right in this legislation.  We must acknowledge that there are 
young people in the community who are responsible, who are trying to do the right thing and who will ultimately 
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bear the brunt of efforts to cover the actions of those few who, regardless of what we do, will continue to break 
the law.  I hope the minister will consider my comments. 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [9.08 pm]:  I commend the government on this legislation.  Not a week goes by 
without carnage on the roads, particularly, it seems, disproportionately involving young people.  The carnage, 
speaking as a father of five children between 18 and 25 years of age, involves babies - my babies anyway.  
Members might say that they are adult people, but I cannot help feeling that, as we read every week, our babies 
are killing themselves on the roads.  I can understand the comments made by previous speakers to not go 
overboard, but I will commend the government for going some way towards addressing this carnage.  Young 
people in the age group of between 17 and 25 years represent about 14 per cent of the total fatalities on the roads.  
Since I have been a member of this Parliament, a constituent of mine has been asking me for some time whether 
the government of this state will do anything about a graduated demerit point system.  For some time Mr Les 
Yench has been putting forward to me a proposal that young people, without discriminating against them, need 
to earn their demerit points, not have a gift of demerit points and then find that there is a litany of incidents 
before they finally use up their 12 points, are disqualified from driving, get another 12 points and then start 
again.  He has said to me, “Can people in the first 12 months of driving, with periods of three-month quarters 
and with an incident-free driving record, accrue 12 points over, say, 12 months?”  I am sure that Mr Yench will 
at least be somewhat assured that we have gone some way towards saying that this is not a right; it is a privilege.  
There would be four points, for instance, for the first 12 months of driving as a learner, and eight points as a 
provisional driver for the next 12 months.  Would that be right, minister, in general summary terms? 

Of course, there is the issue of zero alcohol tolerance.  I must say that there is somewhat of a double standard 
when I say to my babies, “It’s zero for you, but it’s .05 for me.”  I understand, of course, that that is another 
quantum issue in dealing with the road carnage.  It may be that one day we will have to address that problem. 

In a graduated demerit point system, a driver who has four points in the first 12 months may have one incident.  
For instance, a blood alcohol reading of .01 in the first 12 months will accrue perhaps three demerit points.  That 
leaves him one more incident; for instance, not wearing a seatbelt.  Will that accrue four points? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I think it is three, but I will check that. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  In any event, unlike the old 12-point system, it does not allow for the accrual of a litany of 
incidents.  In fact, it is a wake-up call, if one likes, to a young driver, who will then lose his licence for three 
months.  After those three months, that person will go back to day one, and that period of three months is not 
considered part of the time.  The clock stops, and he goes back to where he was before the incident.  Therefore, 
he actually starts again on that learner qualifying period.  This is indeed a difficult issue, but we must do 
something for our babies who are killing themselves on our roads.  There will be the argument that this 
legislation is discriminatory; it is not a level playing field.  I can drive with .03 blood alcohol content, whereas it 
is essentially zero tolerance for a learner or a provisional driver. 

In my years as a medical practitioner servicing a hospital with a casualty department, I saw that road carnage 
brings enormous pain to parents and to the community.  Today I have heard arguments to the effect that we 
played up, we had our time, we were also young and every older person has been young.  Obviously, we cannot 
put our kids in cotton wool.  By the same token, I believe that, as legislators, we have a responsibility to try to 
make a difference to these horrific statistics.  Every week when I read the newspaper, I see a photograph of an 
incredibly mangled vehicle that has been involved in a crash with dire consequences.  Yes, it happens to older 
drivers too, and we all run risks.  I am sure we all have in our lives.  However, I believe it behoves us as 
legislators, when there are such dire consequences, to legislate for some protection for young people, particularly 
in those years of development when, as I think the member for Carine or an earlier speaker said, we think we are 
bulletproof.  In our younger days we thought we were bulletproof perhaps.  Without being draconian, we need to 
put in place some sensible legislation to try to put a brake on the carnage and to give young people a wake-up 
call to try to make a difference.  Therefore, I will support this legislation. 

No legislation will ever be perfect.  There will always be criticisms about how we make it fair and equitable.  
Are we encroaching on people’s rights and their privacy?  It makes it incredibly difficult.  However, I believe 
this is sensible legislation that goes some way towards a satisfactory outcome.  We must do something; we 
cannot do nothing.  I am a representative of constituents of the likes of Mr Yench - he has genuinely been 
concerned about this issue, and he has children who are about the same age as my children - who say, “Is there a 
way of making a demerit points system under which it is not just everybody’s right to get up to 12 points, and 
then they are taken off the road?”  At least this legislation says to young people that they will not get a gift of 
12 points.  They will get four to start with.  They will then get eight in their second year.  In effect, by the end of 
two years, if they have a clean slate, they will have 12 points.  They may have one incident, but they are unlikely 
to have two, and they are certainly not likely to have three in their first 12 months under the learner demerit point 
system.  I do not believe that is draconian.  The period of three months is essentially a wake-up call without 
imposing too long a period.  We are saying to our young people, “Hang on; think about it.  That’s all we want 
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you to do.  We want you to think about it.”  From that point of view I commend it.  Obviously, there will be 
some operational issues; there will be some difficulties in administering it.  There will be people who criticise it.  
Generally, from our point of view - we discussed it in our party room today - we must go some of the way to at 
least addressing the significant problems we face on our roads.  It is not all to do with young people; we have to 
look at ourselves as well.  However, because of the disproportionate percentage of young people who are in the 
prime of their lives, it behoves us as legislators to look at this.  I commend this legislation to the house and will 
support it. 

MR G. WOODHAMS (Greenough) [9.21 pm]:  I wonder how many of us can recall the day we sat for our 
driver’s licence and whether we were successful when we did that.  In my case it was 38 years ago, but not 
exactly to the day.  It was in the town of Ongerup, which is in the great southern.  At the time I lived with my 
parents on a farm at Gardner River.  It was a 57-mile drive to Ongerup, which was the closest police station.  
There is a police station at Jerramungup, but that is another debate for another day.  Nevertheless, my father and 
I drove the 57 miles in our Land Rover.  For those members who are not familiar with Ongerup, it is reasonably 
flat - with a capital F.  I sat the driver’s test and was informed by Sergeant Brian Jackson that I was able to get 
only three questions wrong but, in fact, I had four wrong.  He asked me which of the four - which he indicated to 
me - I would like to try to answer again.  I had a look at one and indicated a different answer.  I then passed the 
theory side! 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Bribing a copper! 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  There was no bribe at that stage, although there are many stages.  There is a reliable 
witness in the stand! 

The practical test followed.  In the streets of Ongerup in 1969 it was hard to find another vehicle.  I climbed into 
the driver’s seat and Sergeant Jackson climbed into the passenger seat.  As he did so he deliberately knocked the 
rear vision mirror.  I corrected it and he looked at me and said “Good”.  He wanted me to drive around the block.  
I started the car and put my seatbelt on because the Land Rover had seatbelts.  We drove around the block.  He 
said that was fantastic.  He asked me to pretend I was doing a hill start.  I talked Sergeant Jackson through what I 
might do if I were doing a hill start.  He said that it seemed acceptable to him.  He asked me to pretend I was 
going to reverse into a car parking space that was in front of the Ongerup hotel.  I was only 17 at that point.  I 
reversed into the space and he said that, in the context of the day, I was no Stirling Moss but that I had my 
licence.  He told me to look after myself.  I remember the words: “Look after yourself.”  My father and I drove 
home that afternoon.  I went back to school in Albany after the school holidays of late August or September.  I 
was the very proud owner of a driver’s licence.  The reason I tell the story is that circumstances have changed 
dramatically since most of us obtained our driver’s licences.  I do not believe from what I have observed from 
friends of mine and their children and other people I know - particularly in regional Western Australia - that 
getting a driver’s licence is as easy as it was for me, and nor do I think it should be.  As I have heard other 
members in this house say, it is a privilege to have a driver’s licence.  It should be a privilege to have a driver’s 
licence.  I equate having a driver’s licence with being at least equal to having a first aid certificate because 
having the ability to drive a car safely and sensibly could be a lifesaver.  It could help people.  The person one 
has to help first of all is oneself.  One must have a responsible attitude towards driving.  I have been involved - 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order!  The member for Murdoch might like to do something about the volume on 
his computer. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I appreciate the commercial break! 

I have been involved in two driver safety courses.  I attended one through a former employer.  It enabled me and 
other occupants of the vehicle to try to replicate some situations that a person would not want to find himself in.  
It was in a very controlled and safe environment.  Nevertheless, it was a very scary environment because a 
person is in a vehicle that is out of control and the person has not caused the vehicle to get out of control.  For 
argument’s sake, the car has gone across a patch of oil and spun out of control.  The trainer in the vehicle 
enabled these things to happen.   

I do not have an absolutely clean driver’s licence.  I will confess that I have been fined three times for speeding 
in 38 years.  I will document them.  They occurred in Narrogin, Northam and Cannington.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  You look like a tearaway! 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I am an absolute tearaway.  I am reasonably proud of my driving ability.  I spend most 
of my time on the open road, but even in the controlled circumstances of a driving school, I had no ability to 
control the vehicle.  It was an interesting exercise.  I heard other members talk about driver safety courses today.  
A person goes through the experience and thinks that it is fantastic at the time because he comes out the other 
side and is okay.  A person has a sense of what the experience might be like in reality, but it is not reality 
because a person has not hit anybody, run into a fence, run off the road or hit a pedestrian.  There is no damage.  
When I reflect on that now, what was it that I learnt?  I would say that unless all of us, as a society and as people 
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who have drivers’ licences, are continually prepared to go through driver safety courses, we will forget most of 
that stuff very quickly.  I advocate that everybody should do a course.  Everyone in this house should undertake 
a driver safety course and test themselves because I think they will find themselves wanting.  That is not to 
criticise people as drivers, but unless they continually repeat the exercises, they are very difficult ones to learn 
from. 

The other driver education course I was witness to earlier this year taught me a strong lesson but only by 
watching.  It was a lesson in how long it takes to stop a vehicle.  If a vehicle is doing 110 kilometres an hour on 
the open road, how long does it take to stop the vehicle safely?  If the vehicle is doing 105 kilometres an hour 
and the same amount of breaking pressure is applied, how long does it take?  The same applies for 100 
kilometres an hour etc.  As one would expect, the slower one is driving, the less distance is needed to slow down.  
A salient point for me in watching a vehicle do 110 kilometres an hour - which is the maximum limit on the 
state’s open roads - was that the difference in the distances that it took to slow down when travelling at 110 and 
105 kilometres an hour was quite remarkable.  It is unfortunate that the member for Cottesloe has left the house 
because I am an absolute tearaway.  I now spend all my life driving in country Western Australia at 
105 kilometres an hour because what I observed in the distances it takes to slow down is that I am a lot safer and 
so is everyone else in the vehicle with me if I am not trying to drive to the speed limit, because that is what the 
limit says I can do and I am going to test it.  What I am going to test is my ability to be more sensible about 
driving. 

I hope the minister appreciates that my comments are generalisations.  I appreciate the intent of the bill, although 
there are always bits and pieces that we can debate.  Looked at in isolation the bill is not effective, but looked at 
in combination with a range of other issues that surround the use of vehicles in our communities - be they in the 
cities or non-urban areas - it can have an impact, but only if we bring the right attitude towards it.  Bringing the 
right attitude towards it - this is not a criticism - is not politicising it.  I am not saying that about it.  Members 
drive very powerful vehicles.  Most members, particularly those from the regions, would be driving a car with 
either a V-6 or V-8 cylinder engine.  We have great distances to travel.  I have the great privilege of being a 
member of Parliament and so I have a vehicle provided by fleet hire.  I have recently handed in my last vehicle, 
which in the past 12 months had travelled 72 000 kilometres.  That is a fair distance to travel to service my 
electorate and to work in regional Western Australia.  It is a lot of distance to travel and it involves spending a 
lot of time on the road.  The intent of this bill must recognise the very different circumstances of many people.  
One of the most dangerous professions is being a parliamentarian because of the huge amount of time that is 
spent driving on the road.  The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune in this place are nothing compared with 
driving from Perth to Geraldton on the Brand Highway sometimes.  Improved roads go hand in hand with this 
bill.  Once again, that is a different debate for a different minister.  To complement the Road Traffic Amendment 
Bill (No. 2) 2007, I hope that the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, by whatever bargaining process is 
gone through in caucus and in government, has asked his colleagues for their cooperation to build better roads 
and to provide more police. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You do realise that both this bill and Western Australian roads come under the same 
minister.  The Minister for Police and Emergency Services has not really got this within his portfolio.  The Road 
Traffic Act comes under the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  That is what I was referring to when I said that I hope the minister is working with his 
colleagues in caucus. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure should be able to do both things, but she is not 
capable of handling this bill because of her driving record. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I will allow the member to make those comments. 
The final comment I will make, which I have made to a certain extent and which by interjection the member for 
Hillarys has made, is that for the bill to operate, we cannot look at these things in isolation.  From what I have 
heard, the minister has the cooperation of members on this side of the house, if we understand the intent of the 
bill correctly.  It will be my intention and the intention of other members of the National Party to support it.  
However, we will look at some of the details when the minister replies. 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [9.33 pm]:  I picked up this Road Traffic Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2007 only 
this evening to have a quick look at it.  The work that has gone into it is considerable.  I notice that my former 
colleague is sitting at the back and is almost asleep but is nonetheless very alert.  He would have had his 
fingerprints on this legislation.  I can understand why the government is going down this line regarding dealing 
with an anomaly that occurred as a result of a tragic incident that the minister spoke about in the second reading 
speech.  I support the notion of having these stiffer penalties.  I also take on board the point that the member for 
Kalgoorlie made with regard to the anomalies concerning sentencing for the offences that occur under the Road 
Traffic Act and the Criminal Code.  As far as I am concerned, the challenge for the government and for the 
Minister for Police and Emergency Services is to revisit the Criminal Code and to ensure that it is in keeping 
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with the theme that has been demonstrated in the Road Traffic Act and in this amendment bill.  If he does not, 
from the government’s perspective, this will be only a veiled attempt to demonstrate to the people of Western 
Australia that the government is thinking seriously about road safety.  That is all I will say on that matter as far 
as the penalties are concerned.   

The first part of the bill, which refers to the changes to the way in which the blood alcohol reading is ascertained, 
has merit, and I do not have anything to add to that.   

Clause 5 of the bill refers to zero tolerance concerning blood alcohol for novice drivers.  When I first came into 
this place, I was given responsibility for the portfolio of road safety, which my colleague the member for South 
Perth now holds.  When I was the shadow minister for road safety, the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services was the member for Midland.  The idea of graduated drivers’ licences has been around for some time in 
New Zealand and in either Victoria’s or other eastern states’ legislation.  The government produced a booklet to 
give to the young people whom this legislation would directly affect.  The discussion paper referred to why the 
government was currently looking at a number of road safety issues that it had picked up from elsewhere.  From 
memory, there were 15 such issues.  The discussion paper touched upon a range of issues.  I took the opportunity 
at that time to talk to the people in my electorate who would be affected by it.  I visited the Pinjarra Senior High 
School, which is a government high school in my electorate, and the Frederick Irwin Anglican School.  I 
addressed the students who would be directly affected by this type of legislation, and I am glad I did because I 
got some great feedback from them.  They are more acutely aware of the issues than I or anyone else in the 
chamber was at their age.  They had some good retorts to the 15 questions that were asked in the discussion 
paper.  I encouraged them to take it home, fill in the responses and send them in, as requested by the minister and 
the government of the day.  I thought that was a good way of engaging young people.  On the matter of zero 
tolerance for novice drivers, one young lady asked me why there is not zero tolerance for all drivers.  I thought 
that was a very good question.  We are telling young people that they cannot have any alcohol whatsoever in 
their system but that when they are older and have some more driving experience, they can drink a bit and drive.  
That is like playing with fire.  As we well know, some people’s sporting prowess is different from those who 
have academic prowess.  People develop at different rates.  Some people have the ability to drive cars well and 
other people, no matter how old they are, should not be on the road - full stop.  I have seen them.  When I was in 
charge of a country police station, I knew a newly married young lady who had just arrived in Australia from an 
Asian country.  I took her for at least a dozen driving tests.  She was a dreadful driver who should never be 
allowed to drive on the road.  It worried the hell out of me that I could give someone like her the ability to drive 
a two-tonne motor car on the road.  I would hate to see her coming towards me on the other side of the road; I 
would get off the road. 

The point is that the young lady’s question about zero tolerance was very good.  Japan and Sweden have a zero-
tolerance approach to alcohol.  The limit is not .08, .05 or .02; it is .0.  Members know that alcohol affects people 
differently.  It can vary if someone is a big chap like me and has a lot of body mass, or it could depend on what a 
person ate or whether a person was in a menstrual cycle - 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  The menstrual cycle has an effect on the capacity to absorb alcohol, as do fitness levels.  
The fact remains that people absorb alcohol at different rates.  If we are trying to tell young people that zero is an 
acceptable level, and if we are dinkum about saving lives on the roads, we should examine that option.  This 
government has been fixated on speed as a causal factor in a lot of accidents.  Speed has been overemphasised.  
It is simple physics that, in an accident, the faster a vehicle is going, the harder it will hit, but in my experience 
most accidents on the road are caused by driver behaviour.  If they are attended by speed, they are much more 
serious, but I have attended fatal accidents in which a speed of only five kilometres an hour has been involved.  
We have heard of a similar tragic accident recently, in the driveway of a suburban house.   

When I was speaking to the other students about the graduated driving book, I also spoke about other issues, 
such as increasing the amount of time required for supervised driving.  At the time, it was suggested that the 
requirement be increased from 25 hours to 120 hours.  That would pose a lot of problems for some people.  One 
young lady said that she was a twin.  That meant that her parents would potentially be up for 240 hours.  If that 
figure of 120 hours is multiplied by an average of 50 kilometres an hour, it comes to 6 000 kilometres.  At 50c a 
kilometre for fuel, that is a substantial impost.  Weighed against that is that, being a parent, I would not baulk 
because I would like to know that my child had the capacity to handle a vehicle.  However, we already see 
situations in which parents are fudging the booklet that must be filled in for the purpose of obtaining a driver’s 
licence. 

I will pose a number of questions to the minister during consideration in detail on this bill, but for now I will go 
back to my opening comment.  I do not have a problem with the penalties that have been imposed.  With the 
exception of the tragic circumstances surrounding the death of Michael Witkowski, when was the last time a 
court imposed a maximum penalty in this state?  This legislation gives more scope for choosing appropriate 
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sentences.  I understand that there are circumstances in which the maximum penalty should not apply.  When I 
was in Broome, a friend of mine who worked for Telstra had been away from home, working in a remote 
Aboriginal community for some time.  He came back to Broome and decided to treat his family to a night out at 
the Tropicana Hotel.  The family enjoyed a meal together, and during the course of that meal the gentlemen 
shared a bottle of wine with his wife.  On the way home, a local person known to us, who had a drinking 
problem, was staggering along the side of the road, and at that point fell off the kerb.  My friend, who was about 
a hundred metres from his home, unfortunately ran over this man and killed him.  When we arrived at the scene, 
the man was breathalysed.  He had consumed alcohol, and he was over the limit.  In those days, if a driver had 
any alcohol in his system, that was prima facie evidence that the driver was guilty of dangerous driving causing 
death.  He was sentenced to three years in jail.  I think he served 18 months.  I felt very sad for that individual, 
but the fact remains that we cannot drink and drive.  I would not have said that he was overly drunk and 
incapable of driving the vehicle, but he was over the limit.  Perhaps we should look further down the line at the 
notion of zero tolerance, as it occurs in Japan, Sweden and other countries.  I thank the house for the time. 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [9.45 pm]:  I thank all the 
members who have contributed to the debate on the Road Traffic Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2007, and for the 
support they have expressed for the bill.  It was evident that a number of members had excellent contributions to 
make, reflecting the work they had done to understand the content and intentions of the bill, and in taking 
briefings.  I thank them for that.  It was also obvious that a small number of speakers did not understand the bill, 
and I will not take this opportunity to go back and re-explain it to those who had no understanding.  Overall, 
there have been some very good contributions to the debate.  I also thank all the members who participated 
yesterday in the parliamentary road safety reference group meeting.  It was great to have such a response, and I 
hope that will continue.  I guarantee that members’ contributions will make a difference if they continue to 
provide input into the development of the next road safety strategy for Western Australia. 

The member for Nedlands asked what had changed since we obtained our drivers’ licences.  In part, that was 
answered by the member for Greenough, who said that a lot has changed.  Expectations have changed and road 
safety has improved markedly.  The death toll on our roads is way below what it was 30 or so years ago, in 
absolute numbers, but if it is taken as a proportion of vehicles on the road or millions of kilometres driven, it has 
gone down by a huge factor.  The expectation is that it will continue to improve.  We have learned through that 
process that there are ways in which we can tackle road safety issues and save people from serious injury and 
death, and members have indicated that they want to do that.  Although some have suggested that this is an extra 
burden or an infringement of individual rights, many members have said that we have responsibilities, and we 
are seeking to work cooperatively in a range of ways to make our roads safer. 

Another suggestion was that this bill is excessively punitive, and I can understand how somebody reading this 
bill quickly would get that impression, but that is not what it is about.  It contains three elements, as many have 
commented.  The first, relating to the measurement of blood alcohol content, is just moving to a new standard, 
and that is pretty much an administrative issue.  The provisions relating to people who do not stop after being 
involved in accidents are clearly punitive.  The reason for this is that in the current law there is an incentive for 
people not to stop, but to try to hide clear facts that relate to an accident.  We are putting in place a severe 
penalty that will require people to make a choice.  Either they stop, face the music and fulfil their 
responsibilities, or they do a runner and cop an even higher penalty.  It is their responsibility to stop, and not to 
seek to avoid their responsibilities by going away and perhaps covering up the fact that they have consumed 
alcohol, or even trying to destroy or hide the vehicle and a whole range of other things.  That compounds the 
offence when someone is involved in a serious accident and then takes steps to try to avoid the responsibility that 
goes with it.  That is why a very severe penalty is made available to the courts for people who attempt to do that.   

The Leader of the Opposition and one other member spoke of the value of advanced driver training programs.  I 
was fortunate many years ago to do one of those myself.  I derived a huge amount from the course in 
understanding and improving my driving.  I have long been an advocate of advanced driver training.  When 
people have gone to the trouble, as the Leader of the Opposition said had happened in Manjimup, where a 
community group is committed to providing safety lessons and a range of other outcomes for young people, I 
commend them and I will give whatever support I can.  However, international research on these advanced 
driver courses does not show any real net improvement when they are run on a large scale.  That is not to say 
that individual programs might not work and provide direct benefits for road safety and other flow-on issues.  
Programs are being run in other states - I am not sure whether it is New South Wales or Victoria - that will 
involve quite a thorough assessment, and that may prove that we can come up with an advanced driver program 
that will deliver substantially improved safety on our roads.  However, as I indicated to the house, the advice I 
have been given by people who have some expertise in research on road safety is that, where this has been done 
in a range of other scenarios and been properly evaluated, it has not been shown to provide any significant 
improvement in road safety.  We are certainly keen to support these programs and their benefits, but the 
evidence does not support rolling this out on a large scale.  Perhaps someone will come up with a program that 
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does show that, and because the right mixtures are in place to make it work, we might have something that we 
can apply on a wider scale.  

The member for Avon stepped outside the bill and explained the problems with the issuing of drivers’ licences.  
The government recognises the shortcomings, and I think that in the current budget something like $17 million 
has been allocated towards improvement in that area.   

I have tried to touch on some of the key issues that have been raised.  The graduated driver training for novices is 
not only for young people.  It does not matter what age people are; when they first sit for their driver’s licence, 
they will be caught up in this legislation.  We want to make sure that when people first start to drive, they 
appreciate that it is a learning process that must take time.  There is clear evidence from other jurisdictions that 
the longer that takes with supervision, the safer the driver will be.  A key ingredient in producing safer drivers is 
to give them more time while they are being supervised and learning.  We have included a range of steps such as 
a zero alcohol provision, night-time curfew and graduated demerit points, to make sure that novice drivers put in 
the time, learn the skills and get the experience so that they will be much safer drivers.  That is backed by ample 
evidence internationally.  That is clearly the central theme of what we are trying to achieve with these changes.  I 
thank members for their contributions.  I will be happy to delve into more detail on some of the elements of the 
bill during the consideration in detail stage.  

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Consideration in Detail 

Clause 1 put and passed.  
Clause 2:  Commencement -  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I thank our adviser from the Department for Planning and Infrastructure for her assistance 
in sending me the amended bill.  Unfortunately, there were too many pages for me to print at home, my 
electorate office did not get time and I was unable to bring it to Parliament today.  

The clause refers to past bills.  I had difficulty tracing the Road Traffic Amendment Act 2006.  All the staff in 
the bills and papers office could find was the Road Traffic Amendment Act 2007.  I assume that is the one we 
are talking about.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  It is 2006.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Because it has been passed by two houses, it has become an act, so I am flying blind on 
that one.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I will make some general comments to put in context the complexities of the commencement 
clause.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Has the 2006 act been proclaimed?   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  No.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  When was that passed?  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  In 2005.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Why has it not been proclaimed?   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  It is part of a national scheme.  In simple terms, it will allow a lot of these things to be done 
by regulation rather than by the act.  Therefore, we must develop all the regulations before we proclaim it.  It 
also allowed, for instance, the double or nothing demerit points.  All those issues are being worked on.  The 
regulations must be not only developed, but also worked into the administrative systems.  That is the reason for 
the complex commencement arrangement.  Certain parts will come into effect only as those other parts from the 
2006 act are put into effect.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I realise that.  The house spent a lot of time on those bills and the double or nothing 
demerit system was not done by regulation.  That was part of the legislation of the day.  I cannot for the life of 
me understand why it was not proclaimed.  It can still be amended once it has been proclaimed. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  As I said, we had to draft the regulations.  A lot of the force of the bill will now be in the 
regulations.  Secondly, it must be integrated into the whole administrative system that goes with licensing.  That 
is quite a complex process.  I told the member for Avon that there have been deficiencies and we are trying to 
improve the system.  There is a lot of money in the current budget for that whole licensing regime.  One key 
element is the administrative process for the computer systems that must be developed, and that is taking time.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Is that under WA Police or the DPI?   
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Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The DPI.  

Clause put and passed.  

Clauses 3 to 19 put and passed.  

Clause 20:  Sections 54, 55 and 56 replaced -  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  This clause refers to an accident causing bodily harm and the duty to stop and give 
information and assistance.  Is the minister with me?   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Yes.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  During the second reading debate we referred to the penalties; namely, 20 years if the 
incident occasions death, 14 years if the incident occasions bodily harm but not death, and 10 years in any other 
case.  I seek some clarification from the minister on this matter.  It is not so much the 20 years’ imprisonment.  I 
can understand it if someone kills another person in a road accident and does not stop and render assistance and 
tries to camouflage the fact that he was drunk.  I am talking about grievous bodily harm.  What is the current 
maximum penalty for dangerous driving causing grievous bodily harm? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I am told it is 14 years. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Is the penalty 14 years’ imprisonment for a driver who is convicted of dangerous driving 
causing grievous bodily harm?  That sounds a bit high to me.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Yes.  Under circumstances of aggravation, the maximum penalty is 14 years’ imprisonment.  
We are reflecting that in this bill. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Okay, but that is not the question that I asked, minister.  I can understand aggravation.  If 
a child is present and witnesses an incident, that may cause aggravation.  If the offence is committed while in 
company, that may cause aggravation.  I am talking about a driver of a vehicle who is convicted of dangerous 
driving causing grievous bodily harm.  What is the penalty for that offence?   
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Does the member want me to stand up to answer that, rather than do it by way of 
interjection? 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Sure.   
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I will paint a picture about what we are seeking to do here, and I will then deal with the 
specifics of what I think the member is trying to get at.  We do not want to create any incentive in the penalties 
for a person who is involved in a serious accident to do a runner, simply because he will incur a lesser penalty if 
he is caught after the event.  We want to impose the maximum penalty available under this provision for a person 
who is involved in an accident that causes serious harm to another person.  We want that penalty to be at the 
same level as, or higher than, the penalty that would be imposed if the person had stopped and rendered 
assistance and had then copped the full penalty that would go with that.  That is what this provision is targeted at.  
To come to the specifics, I said to the member earlier that if someone was involved in a serious accident that 
occasioned grievous bodily harm, and there were circumstances of aggravation -  
Mr R.F. Johnson:  No.  Forget the aggravation. 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  No, I will not, because that is very important.  Aggravation may include such things as 
being drunk.  In that case, the maximum penalty is imprisonment for 14 years.  If a person knows he is drunk, 
and he causes a serious accident in which someone is hurt, we do not want to provide an incentive for that person 
to do a runner and go home, and to tell the police officers when they come around that he has just finished a 
bottle of whisky to calm his nerves, when he has not consumed any whisky at all, and he then gets a higher 
reading, but he says that he consumed that whisky afterwards.  In that circumstance, there is aggravation; 
however, the person has attempted to hide the evidence of that, possibly successfully.  We are therefore creating 
an incentive for that person to run away from an accident, because he believes he will then be able to put in place 
a set of circumstances to cover up the evidence of aggravation, and he will then incur a maximum penalty of 
only four years’ imprisonment.  We do not want to provide that incentive.  That is why the penalty of 14 years’ 
imprisonment is incredibly severe, because it needs to match what would be the maximum penalty if the person 
had stopped and rendered assistance, and the police had come along and said, “You are absolutely stone-cold 
drunk.  Your blood alcohol content is over .15.  We are going to throw the book at you, because you have caused 
this very serious grievous bodily harm, and you have done all these wrong things, and you were clearly 
intoxicated when you were in control of the vehicle.”  Therefore, the maximum penalty that the person would 
incur if he had stopped and rendered assistance needs to match the maximum penalty that is prescribed in 
section 54.  That is what we are attempting to do.   
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The minister still has not answered the question that I posed to him.  The minister is 
assuming circumstances of aggravation, which would obviously occur if the person was drunk.  The member for 
Yokine said during the second reading debate that any one of us may be driving home tonight and be involved in 
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an accident and cause grievous bodily harm to another person.  We may not be drunk.  We may just have taken 
our eyes off the road, or we may have done an illegal right turn, or something else - not intentionally, but it has 
happened.  In that situation, what is the maximum penalty?  Forget aggravation.  I am not talking about a person 
who is drunk.  What is the maximum penalty for dangerous driving causing grievous bodily harm? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Without aggravation? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Yes.  That is the question that I asked the minister in the first place. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  As I said to the member earlier, it would be four years’ imprisonment.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Section 61 of the Road Traffic Act deals with dangerous driving, which carries for a first 
offence a fine of 16 penalty units.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  As I said earlier, my advice is that the maximum penalty in the District Court would be four 
years’ imprisonment. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Four years and a fine, or a fine and a suspension?  It has to be more than just four years’ 
imprisonment. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I think the member is referring to dangerous driving, which is dealt with in section 61 of the 
Road Traffic Act.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Correct.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Section 59, “Dangerous driving causing death, injury, etc.”, is the section that would apply.  
That is where I was getting the penalties from.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The minister is right.  Section 59 refers in the penultimate paragraph to 160 penalty units.  
Under this clause, unless there is aggravation, there is no term of imprisonment.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Yes, there is.  It is imprisonment for four years.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  It is a summary conviction penalty. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That is in the Magistrates Court.  However, in subsection (3), in circumstances in which 
there is not aggravation, the penalty is imprisonment for four years or a fine of 400 penalty units, which would 
be $2 000.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Okay, and up to four years’ imprisonment.  If the person had stayed at the scene of the 
accident, perhaps because his vehicle had been damaged to such an extent that he could not do a runner and not 
report the offence, under this new clause the minister will be adding 10 years’ imprisonment to the penalty, 
because the penalty will now be 14 years’ imprisonment if the incident occasions grievous bodily harm, but not 
death.   
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  No.  I do not accept the member’s comparison, because we need to compare the worst 
possible scenario, and the highest penalty, which is for circumstances of aggravation.  We are trying to prevent 
people who know they are drunk from doing a runner because they know they will get only four years’ 
imprisonment, whereas it will be 14 years’ imprisonment if they stay and face the music and are proved to be 
drunk.  We need to compare like with like.   
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Where is the clause that says that about the person being drunk?  
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The penalty in section 59(1) of the Road Traffic Act for an offence without aggravation is 
18 months’ imprisonment.  Under this bill, that will go to three years.  The penalty in subsection (3), relating to a 
conviction on indictment committed in circumstances of aggravation, is 20 years for causing death and 14 years 
for causing grievous bodily harm.  That is where we get 14 years compared with 14 years, because the 
aggravation could be a conviction involving a charge of seeking to avoid the police, speeding excessively, being 
in possession of a stolen vehicle or unlawfully using a vehicle.  They would be circumstances of aggravation.  
Someone who steals a car, seeks to avoid the police and is in a serious accident in which someone is very 
seriously injured has the encouragement to do a runner because that person might be sentenced to a maximum of 
four years’ imprisonment; whereas if the person stays and assists at the accident, the chance is that the person 
would be up for a maximum sentence of 14 years.  We are saying that the provision we are dealing with must 
match the most severe penalty that could be available if the person did stop and seek to render assistance, 
because we do not want to encourage that person to do a runner.   
Mr R.F. Johnson:  I accept that 100 per cent.  The point I was making was without the circumstances of 
aggravation.  We are talking about somebody who commits an offence because of inattention, an illegal right 
turn or whatever, who is charged with dangerous driving causing grievous bodily harm and who has no charge of 
aggravation attached to it.  The penalty for that is extremely light compared with the one for exactly the same 
thing under clause 20.  The minister is saying simply that the penalty would apply because that person did not 
stop and render assistance but did a runner and went home.  Under the qualifications the member for Yokine 
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used tonight, many people might do that.  I cannot imagine that for one minute, but he says that people can.  
There is a massive difference between one and the other.  The outcome is the same inasmuch as an innocent 
person has suffered grievous bodily harm because of dangerous driving.  The only difference that we are seeing 
here now is the fact that the person responsible did not report the incident and does not have to. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  That is why the provisions in this clause are the maximum penalties available to the 
court.  The court will decide on all the evidence in the particular circumstances of the case whether the 
maximum penalty of 14 years in the case the member for Hillarys is looking at is appropriate because the person 
has perhaps attempted to hide the vehicle or camouflage it or spray paint it, or has drunk alcohol afterwards by 
way of covering up.  Whereas, in the case of people such as those the member for Yokine talked about, they just 
get nervous and run home, and when they get home a family member says that they cannot do that and they will 
ring the police straightaway.  They then immediately ring the police and hand themselves in.  Obviously, the 
court would look at those circumstances.  I would judge, although it is up to the court, that the court would not 
consider imposing the maximum penalty, as they had fully cooperated.  Even though they would be in breach of 
proposed new section 54 because they did not stop and render assistance, they could make a case in their defence 
as to why they did it and show that they sought to repair the damage as best they could at the earliest 
opportunity.  However, it depends on the circumstances of the individual case, and therefore we leave it up to the 
court to determine the appropriate penalty in the circumstances.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  If the driver of a vehicle hits a car and causes another person grievous bodily harm, the 
driver can be charged with causing grievous bodily harm.  What is the current penalty for that? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  In responding by interjection, as you well know, the definition must fit the particular 
provision.  You said that it is dangerous driving when the driver has hit another car.  The fact that the driver has 
hit another car does not necessarily constitute dangerous driving.  In that particular circumstance, there must be 
elements that could lead to a charge of dangerous driving causing that injury, such as speeding, driving on the 
wrong side of the road etc. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yes, I know, but what is the penalty?  What was the penalty that the member for Hillarys 
referred to? 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  As I understand it, there are various stipulations, but it is imprisonment for 18 months. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Which section is it? 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It is section 59 of the Road Traffic Act. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  What is the penalty? 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It reads - 

(1) If a motor vehicle driven by a person . . . is involved in an incident occasioning the death of, or 
grievous bodily harm to, another person and the driver was, at the time of the incident, driving 
the motor vehicle -  

(a) while under the influence of alcohol, . . .  

This is all with aggravation; that is what I am saying. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yes, I know, but what is the penalty? 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  If the driver commits a crime, the driver is liable to the penalty outlined in subsection (3).  
The summary penalty is less than that.  Subsection (3)(a) states -  

(i) 20 years, if the person has caused the death of another person; or  

(ii) 14 years, if the person has caused grievous bodily harm to another person; or  

(b) in any other circumstances, to imprisonment for 4 years or a fine of 400 PU, 

I am saying that if there are circumstances of aggravation, under subsection (3), the penalty is 14 years’ 
imprisonment for causing grievous bodily harm whether or not it is reported.  That is all that is provided for in 
this legislation - 14 years for grievous bodily harm.  There is no change. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I am asking what the difference is now.  If the driver of a car hits someone and causes that 
person grievous bodily harm, what is the charge and what is the maximum penalty under the act? 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  If grievous bodily harm is committed in circumstances of aggravation, the penalty in the 
existing legislation is 14 years.  I cannot really see an awful lot of difference between the existing penalty and 
that proposed in the legislation before the house today.  They are both 14 years. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The difficulty we have is trying to understand exactly which category of offence the 
member’s description would fit into.  We believe that would be four years. 
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Ms S.E. WALKER:  Under which section of the Road Traffic Act? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Section 59(3)(b). 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  What the member for Hillarys is saying is that nothing is different.  Is that what he is 
saying?  He said 14 years. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  We were told that the purpose of the legislation before the house today is basically to 
provide for circumstances of aggravation, because they are assuming that the person is drunk or does a runner -  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Or is driving a stolen vehicle or is speeding. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Yes, any of those circumstances of aggravation. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yes, I understand. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  That is 14 years. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yes, I understand. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Section 59(3)(a)(ii) of the act provides for 14 years’ imprisonment if a person does grievous 
bodily harm. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yes, I know.  I understand. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  I am asking what is the difference. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yes, that is right. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  That’s what she’s saying.  She’s agreeing. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I am agreeing.  I was trying to work out what the member was saying.  What is the 
difference?  Section 59 of the Road Traffic Act, “Dangerous driving causing death, injury, etc.”, states -  

(1) If a motor vehicle driven by a person . . . is involved in an incident occasioning the death of, or 
grievous bodily harm to, another person and the driver was, . . . driving the motor vehicle -  

(a) while under the influence of alcohol, . . .  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am happy to let my colleague continue. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Section 59(1)(b) states - 

in a manner . . . that is, having regard to all the circumstances of the case, dangerous to the public or to 
any person, 

the driver commits a crime and is liable to the penalty in subsection (3). 

That penalty is 14 years, or 20 years if the person has caused the death of another person. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  That is exactly the point. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yes, it is.  All the government had to do really was insert under section 59(3)(a) a 
subparagraph (iii), leaves the scene of a crime; that is, make it a circumstance of aggravation.  No, it would not 
be inserted there actually; it would be section 59(1)(c).  There is no difference in it. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Section 59 deals with dangerous driving causing grievous bodily harm.  Under proposed 
new section 54, if a person is involved in an accident and leaves the scene, irrespective of whether dangerous 
driving has been proved, that person is guilty of the same offence.  I think that is the point that the minister was 
trying to get across. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Absolutely. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Under clause 20, I refer again to proposed new section 54.  For argument’s sake, there 
may be some footage or some evidence to suggest that a person had been driving dangerously and caused an 
accident.  That person may have then left the scene.  Later, the police may apprehend that offender, and that 
offender may admit that he left the scene in the circumstances that were referred to previously.  That person 
could be charged under the provisions of proposed new section 54.  Is that correct? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Yes. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Potentially, if the evidence supports it, that person could be charged under section 59. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Yes. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I imagine the sentences would be served concurrently, because it is the same offence.  
Will there be any provisions under the act for those offences to be served cumulatively or concurrently? 
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Mr J.C. Kobelke:  As a former police officer, the member has more experience than I of how these things work.  
However, the member would also know that potentially there could be charges of driving under the influence 
and refusing a breath test.  The police, perhaps with the Director of Public Prosecutions in a serious case, would 
look at all those potential charges and work out which ones they believe they should lay, and a whole range of 
charges might be laid against the particular person. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  If this offence were to occur in a Coles car park, would it still be an offence?  Was that a 
yes?  I do not know. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  If I am not driving dangerously, but I am just driving normally, and on my way home a 
person who is drunk decides to jump out in front of my car and I hit him and I do not stop, am I liable to 
10 years’ imprisonment if that person suffers bodily harm - not when I am in my smart car, because that would 
not harm anyone? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Yes; you would therefore be subject to the penalties under proposed new section 54. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  That is the point.  That is a ridiculous penalty in a way, because it is not my fault that the 
person jumped out in front of my car and injured himself, yet I would be subject to the offence of leaving the 
scene, as a certain star did.  I would suddenly be up for these ridiculous penalties. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  If you want to encourage people who knock a person over and kill or seriously injure him to 
do a runner, you can do so.  I certainly want to take action to stop it. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Hang on.  The minister is not doing that.  He is confusing this situation with a person who 
is driving badly or who is not looking and causes the injuries and runs off.  What I am having a bit of difficulty 
with - the member for Hillarys raised this - is that there is already a provision in the legislation for this.  A person 
may not be driving dangerously, and he may hit a person and not stop.  Under the code, there are provisions that 
deal with a person concealing a body.  I am trying to work out the balance with other offences in the code.  I 
think the member for Hillarys has a point really. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Clearly, I do not accept that, because I want to make it absolutely clear that all of us, as 
drivers, have a responsibility to stop and render assistance when we are in an accident.  If a person does not do 
that, a severe penalty applies.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Okay.  What about when a person is in a nightclub and he goes outside and thumps 
someone and runs away?  Why does that person not get 10 years? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That involves a whole series of different offences. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  It does not; it involves not rendering assistance.  A person is harmed in exactly the same 
way.  If a person is hit outside a nightclub and he falls to the pavement and dies and the offender runs away, he is 
up for 20 years.  All right, referring to death confuses the issue.  A person has caused grievous bodily harm.  
This legislation gives someone 14 years for running away.  Actually, that does not happen; that is the point but it 
occurs here. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  It is the maximum penalty, which would be determined by the courts. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Why has the minister not put this provision across the board?  Why is there not a provision 
in the Criminal Code that anyone who runs away from a crime gets 10 years? 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I have not yet received an answer from the minister but I will try to put this to bed for the 
benefit of the member for Nedlands. 
Dr G.G. Jacobs:  I would like to go to bed. 
Mr M.J. COWPER:  I also would like to go to bed - but not with the member! 
As I see it, the police have a problem when people leave the scene of an accident.  People avoid detection.  
However, it has been my experience that people present at a police station within about four hours. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  The member is confusing the issue.  That can happen outside a nightclub. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I have already indicated to the minister that I think we should be looking at the Criminal 
Code and penalties.  The point the member for Kalgoorlie made was quite correct.  There is no consistency or 
continuity in the offences. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  The same thing happens with a burglary.  Has the member ever seen a criminal stay?  He 
runs away. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  The fact remains that in a situation in which someone dies at the hands of a person who 
has consumed alcohol the person may shoot through and come back four hours later.  There is no evidence to 
sustain a charge unless there is some evidence that can be presented such as by way of CCTV footage.  I now see 
that the government is on board with that in Mandurah.  The situation would be that there is no other evidence to 
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get a conviction under section 59.  Proposed section 54 is being brought in to prevent people coming forward 
after committing those offences.  The continuity of the offences between sections 54 and 59 is pretty much the 
same.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I totally agree with the member but he indicated there was a question he asked that I did not 
properly answer. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I asked whether the provisions of proposed section 54 can be applied in a private car park. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Yes. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I will ask my next question when we get to the next clause because it goes further. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Members on my side have made a point.  What if a person breaks into and enters a house 
and commits assault occasioning bodily harm and then runs away?  Why are we making that a circumstance of 
aggravation now, because we are doing that now with this offence?  If a person commits the offence of running 
someone over and harming him, there is already a penalty.  If a person runs away, that alone attracts this penalty.  
I think that members on my side made a valid point.  Is this phantom legislation? 

Mr M.J. Cowper:  Bring in an amendment to the Criminal Code and we will support it. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  That might be relevant for debate on another bill rather than this one. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I have been stimulated to ask a question by the fact that people have to stop and render 
assistance.  I have just been to America where even doctors, seeing accidents on the side of a road, are not 
rendering assistance because they then get sued when something happens to the person.  As I understand it, this 
provision requires someone to stop and render assistance.  What happens if a person stops so that he does not run 
away but he does not render assistance?  Is the penalty the same or is it different?  What if a person is incapable 
of rendering assistance? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I will answer by way of interjection.  Proposed section 54(2) states, in part - 

. . . the driver must ensure that each victim receives all the assistance, including medical aid, that is 
necessary and practicable in the circumstances. 

That may involve ringing for an ambulance.   

Dr K.D. HAMES:  If a person stops - if he does not run away - but he just stands there looking, is he likely to be 
handed a 14 or 20-year jail term?   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The issue is that the court will judge whether what the person did was necessary and 
practicable in the circumstances to render assistance.   

Dr K.D. HAMES:  A person who just stands there is just as badly off.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The maximum penalty relates to failure to stop, failure to render assistance and failure to do 
the other things in terms of providing details etc.  If a person fails to do all of those things, he might be open to 
the maximum penalty in the worst circumstances.  However, if he fulfils all but one requirement, it is highly 
unlikely that a judge will hand down a maximum sentence.   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I understand where the government is trying to go with this legislation.  However, there 
are ways of avoiding detection under this clause.  It does a fairly good job of trying to deal with the situation.  
However, after drinking alcohol, I could be involved in an accident.  I could get out of my car, ask the person 
whom I have hit if he is all right and when he replies that his leg is broken, I could offer my business card and 
tell the person I will get help, but I could choose to disappear.  There is no evidence of that person having 
stopped to render assistance.  There is no way of trying to legislate for every circumstance.  I have probably 
offered a way for bandits to avoid this situation.  Although it is interesting to compare the Criminal Code with 
the Road Traffic Act -  

Mr J.E. McGrath:  That could have been done under the existing legislation.  

Mr M.J. COWPER:  The point I am trying to make is that the legislation is trying to fill gaps, but it will never 
cover every circumstance.  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I do not want to labour the point, but the debate has highlighted the fact that a person can 
assault a person outside a nightclub without having to ensure that the victim receives any assistance.  How many 
break and enters are there in Western Australia each year and how many hit-and-runs are there each year?  If the 
purpose of this bill is to stop people running away from accidents, why are we not stopping people from running 
away from break and enters and assaults?  I hope this bill goes to the committee stage in the upper house.  What 
happens to a woman who has been raped and who, in the process of trying to get away in her car, hits her 
attacker?   
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I want to bring the minister’s attention back to sections 59(3)(a)(i) and (ii) of the Road 
Traffic Act and proposed section 54(3) of the bill, because the penalties are the same.  It would not be impossible 
to charge somebody under sections 59(3)(a)(i) and (ii).  I realise that we are dealing with aggravation, but 
aggravation can be many things.  For example, a person could be drunk.  A person who tries to cover up the fact 
that a minor has witnessed an accident comes under aggravation.  Can a child being present be a cause for 
aggravation?   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I don’t think that is a circumstance of aggravation in this particular case.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The minister does not think it would not or he does not know it would not?   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Section 59(b) gives the circumstance of aggravation and I cannot find that.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Certainly with road rage, if a child is present -  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That is a matter of a child being present during an assault.  We are not talking about an 
assault.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  We are in a sense because we are talking dangerous driving causing grievous bodily 
harm.  That is a serious assault.  I will not argue the legalities of it because I am not a lawyer.  I am trying to say 
that if the minister compares sections 59(3)(a)(i) and (ii) of the Road Traffic Act with proposed section 54(3), he 
will see that they have the same penalties.  The bill does not make it a stronger penalty than that which is 
currently in the act. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  We are not seeking to make them stronger. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  This is where the spin doctors have been using their expertise.  The government has said 
that it will get tough on these people, but the penalty already exists. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  In the case that involved Mike Witkowski, the issue of the range of circumstances in section 
59 was not applicable.  There was no penalty because the offenders hid the evidence.  Therefore, a charge could 
not be laid under section 59. 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Circumstances of aggravation requires evidence.  If the offenders run away, they have a good 
chance of hiding the evidence.  That is the point of this proposed section. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I accept that.  Why does the government not simply amend that section of the act?  As my 
colleague said, that would be simple to do. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That is a legislative drafting issue and I accept that our draftspeople have come up with 
something that works.  I will not suggest that we change the drafting structure. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I appreciate that the minister will not suggest that.  The Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services is the one minister who very rarely accepts any amendments from members on this side of 
the house, unlike some of his colleagues.  I have made my point.  That part of the bill provides very little 
incentive for people to own up to what they have done. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I totally disagree. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The bill does not provide a more serious penalty than those that already exist under 
sections 59(3)(a)(i) and (ii).  Those provisions provide for a sentence of 20 years’ imprisonment if the offender 
caused a person’s death and 14 years’ imprisonment if the offender caused grievous bodily harm.  Circumstances 
of aggravation are also applied.  If someone smashed into another person tonight and caused grievous bodily 
harm and there were no circumstances of aggravation, there would be a world of difference between the current 
penalty and the penalty that we are looking at tonight. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Is the minister trying to get people to stay at the scene of an accident so that they can take 
a test to show their blood alcohol level?  Is that what this is?  Is that what the minister is worried about? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  There is already a requirement in the law that people must stop and render assistance when 
an accident occurs.  The difficulty we have is that in serious cases when there is likely to be circumstances of 
aggravation, such as a vehicle being stolen or drunkenness etc, people understand that there is a much lesser 
penalty if they run away, fail to render assistance and try to hide the evidence.  We are bringing the penalty for 
failing to stop and render assistance at an accident in line with the penalties that would apply in more serious 
cases when more serious injury occurs and more serious circumstances of aggravation are involved.  As the 
member for Nedlands pointed out, there will be cases that are not as severe.  Therefore, if a person is simply 
being calculating and is looking at the penalties that he might incur, it is clearly in his interest to stop and render 
assistance because a lesser penalty will apply than if he did a runner. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Does the minister think that people know what the penalties are? 
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Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Some people do, because we have evidence that that is what has happened. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I do not think that most people would have any idea what the penalties are. 

Clause and passed. 

Clauses 21 to 26 put and passed. 

Clause 27:  Section 104IA inserted -  

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  This is the clause that deals with demerit points for novice drivers.  I have two questions, 
both seeking clarification.  Can the minister advise how these penalties compare with those that apply in other 
states?  Will this bring Western Australia into conformity with other states, or will the novice driver demerit 
points be tougher?  Also, what happens after a novice driver loses his or her licence for the three-month period? 
Is that then added to the P-plate period? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I am told that most states now have a graduated demerit points system.  They do not line 
up exactly, but there is reasonable comparability between what Western Australia is moving to with this bill and 
what exists in other states.  The second question related to what happens when someone accumulates enough 
demerit points - four in the first year, eight in the second year - to earn a suspension while still in the novice 
driver period.  That person would then go back to where he or she was, but the three-month suspension would 
not count.  If that person was four months into the period before the suspension, he or she would still be 
considered to be at that point after the suspension.   

Mr J.E. McGrath:  They would go back to where they were at the time of the suspension.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Yes.  

Clause put and passed. 

Clauses 28 to 34 put and passed.  

Clause 35:  Section 64AAA inserted -  

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  This clause deals with zero tolerance to blood alcohol.  I have a technical question.  What 
flexibility will there be in the tolerance? People have suggested that if a young person has a glass of wine the 
night before, there would still be a possibility that he or she would have a blood alcohol reading the next 
morning while driving to university.  What tolerance will there be, or will it be absolutely no alcohol at all? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  At the briefing I asked the adviser now sitting at the table with the minister whether he 
could do a test by having a glass of wine one night, and then doing a reading the next morning to see whether 
there was any trace of alcohol in his bloodstream.  If he has done that, he can advise the minister and the minister 
can advise the house whether that test has taken place, and whether there was any trace of alcohol under the new 
testing system.  That is quite important, particularly for young people who must have zero blood alcohol.  When 
is the latest time they can have a drink?  Is it eight o’clock in the evening, so that they would be able to drive to 
work at seven o’clock the next morning?  If they have a drink at 10 o’clock, will they still be able to go to work 
without any trace of alcohol?  This is being fair to our novice drivers, not necessarily our young drivers.  I asked 
during the briefing whether that test could be conducted, and I got the impression that it could be.  The outcome 
is very important to the deliberations on this clause.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I am told that the equipment can be very accurate, but the general accuracy that would be 
relied on is down to 0.006 blood alcohol content.  The figure really has to be low not to be detected.  As to how a 
person judges, a person has to make a judgement now with the current 0.02 level.  If a person has overindulged 
the night before, with the 0.02 level he must still make the judgement whether there is still alcohol in his system.  
As for the other part of the question, there is a defence under subclause (3).  If a person has some of mother’s 
trifle which has a bit too much alcohol in it and he does not realise it, he will have a potential defence.  On the 
other hand, if he is pouring alcohol by the glassful into a trifle as another way of imbibing alcohol, it is quite 
clear that will not be available as a defence as set out in paragraphs (a) and (b). 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  If a novice driver tests positive for alcohol and is below 0.05 and above zero, he would 
not lose his licence, would he?  What would be the penalty for a first offence? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  If the blood alcohol content registers but is below 0.02, there would be three demerit 
points and no cancellation of the licence, unless the person already had demerit points that would put the number 
up to four.  If the person registered between 0.02 and 0.05, there is a three-month licence cancellation, and so it 
continues.   

Clause put and passed. 

Clauses 36 to 39 put and passed. 
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Clause 40:  Section 111 amended - 
Mr J.E. McGRATH:  The clause refers to the ability to make regulations.  The minister has mentioned a couple 
of proposals.  For the sake of Hansard, will the minister tell us what regulations relating to novice drivers the 
government is planning to bring in under this clause? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  There is a bit of confusion with the clause, but I will attempt not to be too technical.  The 
key elements that will be introduced by regulations are the extension of the minimum period of six months.  For 
learners the minimum period of six months is part of the process of building experience.  Secondly, the night 
curfew would be implemented by regulations.  Those are two key elements of the whole package which will be 
introduced through regulations and for which we have the regulation-making power.  Clause 40 does not relate 
to that.  The clause relates to the Road Traffic Amendment Act 2006, which we talked about earlier and which is 
still coming into being.  Some of the changes under that act interfered with existing regulation-making power.  
We are simply reinserting that regulation-making power.  We are not dealing with any of the central elements of 
the novice driver and graduated learning process, which does have key elements that require regulations, but that 
is not what this amendment does.  

Mr M.J. Cowper:  Did you say six months’ supervision?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  After the practical driving test, the novice driver must be supervised for six months.  

Mr M.J. Cowper:  Is that period to be extended from 25 hours to six months?   

Mr KOBELKE:  The 25 hours is still separate, and that is what we are seeking to build.  We are saying that the 
novice driver must be supervised for six months.  It involves the whole process of extending the learning period 
and graduating it so that people get more supervised time before acquiring a full licence. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Where do the 120 hours come in?  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  It will remain at 25 hours, but we would like to move that out to 120 through that period.  
However, we realised there was difficulty with equity for people in the country and people who cannot afford the 
extra time.  We must put in place those support systems to move that out to 120 before we can mandate it.  We 
will encourage people to use the 120 hours.  We will advertise the benefit of supervision for 120 hours but we 
will not mandate it and make it an essential part until we can put in place those support programs, and that is 
what we must start working on.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I picked up from page 29 of the explanatory memorandum, under division 6, “Other 
amendment”, where it states in relation to clause 40, “Section 111 amended”, that various components of the 
novice driver reform relate to the operation of driver licensing scheme.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I apologise for that.  An earlier version, which you have, contained an error.  The corrected 
one is on the web.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I accept that apology.  

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Fifteen items were contained in the discussion booklet that went out to young people.  
How many of the items does the minister intend to implement?  Will he do it by way of regulation?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  There are seven of them.  I am not sure about the nine the member saw in the booklet.  
The following recommendations came through.  The first is the six-month minimum period for the phase-two 
learner driver period.  We said that that will grow out of this.  The second is the learner permit to be valid for 
three years, and that has been done.  It was in the Road Traffic Amendment Act 2006.  The third was to tighten 
the requirement for supervisor drivers, including the zero blood alcohol content.  That will be included in the 
repeat drink-driver bill, which is being drafted.  The fourth is the night-time driving restrictions in the first six 
months.  That will flow from this bill by regulation.  The fifth is the peer passenger restriction, which, as I 
indicated, has been delayed almost indefinitely because we want to get the rest of the package up and running.  It 
has been seen by young people going to university as a real restriction; therefore, we want to talk to people to see 
how we can do it if we need to do it.  That has been suspended until we undertake a study to see whether we 
need to do it, and how we will do it.  We will adopt that policy only after more thorough consultation and 
implementation of the rest of the package.  The zero BAC limit for learner and provisional drivers is in this bill 
as is the graduated demerit system.  
Mr M.J. Cowper:  Is the supervised driving requirement still 25 hours?  Is that going to be extended?   
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  We have made it clear that we want to extend it.  We will start to simply encourage, 
educate and advertise that people should undergo more supervision.  The booklet to be filled in will contain more 
pages to encourage people to do so.  It will not be a mandated requirement until the support programs to help 
people get there can be put in place.  We will not impose something on people that means that they sign the 
declaration falsely and do not do it.  We have to make sure that we work with people to get them through.  The 
long-term objective is to move it up to 120 hours.   
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Mr M.J. Cowper:  I am pleased that is the case.  Will it be done by way of regulation, which is provided for in 
this bill?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  It will be done by regulation.   

Mr M.J. Cowper:  It will not come back as an amendment in another bill, will it? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  It will be done by regulation.  The legislation will provide that it can be done by way of 
regulation, but we will not do it until we have carried out the consultation and put in place the support programs 
to know that it will work.   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I ask that the minister consider bringing it back in the form of another bill.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Regulations can be disallowed.   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I am concerned that it will be brought on.  I am pleased the minister said that he would 
consult with the people affected.  When I took this to the people in my constituency, they were concerned about 
this, and I gave the example of the twins.  It would be an impost on the people of Western Australia.   

Clause put and passed.   

Clauses 41 and 42 put and passed.   

Title put and passed.   
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [10.56 pm]:  I move -  

That the bill be now read a third time.   

I thank members for their contributions to the debate, the questioning they undertook to elucidate the details and 
their support for the bill.   

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 

House adjourned at 10.57 pm 

__________  
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 

RAILWAY STATIONS - SAFETY OF COMMUTERS WALKING TO VEHICLES 

2326. Mr T.R. Sprigg to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

Can the Minister confirm that the Office of Crime Prevention safe environment design parameters for station car 
parks at the southern suburbs railway stations of Kwinana, Wellard and Warnbro were adhered to so as to 
minimise the possibility of assault on commuters walking to their vehicle? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

The Southern Suburbs Railway will offer an attractive, fast, frequent and safe means of public travel that will be 
competitive with private car use and will attract large numbers of people to use the system over extended hours 
of the day. The maximisation of the use of public transport is one of the key objectives to designing out crime by 
encouraging people to use the rollingstock and stations so that there is human activity and people-support 
available at most times. 

In the design of all stations on the Southern Suburbs Railway, the requirements of occupational safety and 
health, and personal security of public transport users and staff is given paramount consideration. 

At these stations, the Public Transport Authority has maximised personal security in the design of stations and 
car parks. This has been done through the adoption of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) principles that are the 'Designing out Crime' strategy of the Office of Crime Prevention. 

The key design features include the provision of good and uniform levels of lighting, appropriate landscaping 
design, the provision of clear, logical and well-directed access pathways, appropriate signage as well as through 
passive security measures including the widespread use of CCTV within the station building and the adjoining 
car parks. 

The Police Rail Unit is currently working with the Public Transport Authority to produce policing plans that are 
specific to the new Southern Suburbs Railway 

HOMESWEST CONTRACTORS - CONTACT WITH TENANTS 

2327. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for Housing and Works 

(1) Are Homeswest contractors obliged to contact tenants prior to attending homes for quotes or work to 
ensure that somebody will be at the home? 

(2) If not, why not? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 

The Department of Housing and Works advises 

(1) Contractors are requested to telephone tenants for all routine and priority job orders. 

(2) Emergency maintenance jobs do not require a telephone call due to the short timeframe involved. 

PROPOSED LIMESTONE QUARRY ON OLD LAKE CLIFTON TOWNSITE 

2329. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Resources 

I refer to recent correspondence forwarded to the Minister regarding a proposed limestone quarry on the old 
Lake Clifton town site and, that in the near future, the Minister will have to consider approving the mining 
application, and ask -  

(a) is the Minister aware that the proposed location of the quarry was one of nine areas identified 
by the Tuart Response Group as being of importance;  

(b) why was this location subsequently removed from the list;  

(c) is the Minister aware that the Department of Conservation and Land Management supported 
the incorporation of the site into Yalgorup National Park;  

(d) is the Minister aware that the site is only 150 metres from long-established local residences 
and only 700 metres from Lake Clifton; and 

(e) why is the Government once again considering compromising the unique environment of the 
south west in supporting this project? 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

The following answer has been provided by the Minister for Resources: 

(a) No. 

(b) Not known, the Minister for the Environment has responsibility for this issue. 

(c) I am informed that the 1995 Management Plan for Yalgorup National Park states, in part, that 
"Although a part of it (i.e. the townsite) may be subject to mining, inclusion after rehabilitation 
would be appropriate". Also, the map contained in the Plan does not identify the townsite for 
inclusion in the National Park, and the 2004 Forest Management Plan which covers all reserve 
proposals in the region, contains no proposal for reservation of the townsite for conservation 
purposes.  

(d) Yes. 

(e) The application for the mining lease that has been made over the townsite is being processed 
towards its final determination through the normal provisions of the Mining Act 1978. No 
decision has been made in regard to the conservation values in comparison to the mineral 
values of the townsite.  

WORKING WITH CHILDREN SCREENING CHECKS 

2330. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection 

Further to the answer given for Legislative Assembly Question on Notice No. 1748 - 

(a) of the 12 finalised negative notices, how many were employed by government agencies; 

(b) what areas or departments were they working in; 

(c) of the 12 finalised negative notices, how many were employees of a private organisation;  

(d) of those people issued a negative notice, were the places of these people’s employment 
investigated or assessed by the Department for Community Development in the past five years; 

(e) if so, what dates were they investigated; 

(f) of the people issued negative notices, what were the positions held – e.g. carer, child care 
worker et al; 

(g) regarding the one person given a negative notice who is listed on the Australian National Child 
Offender Register, were they working in a child care or child-related capacity prior to the 
negative notice being issued; 

(h) of the five people issued with interim negative notices as at the time of answering Question on 
Notice No. 1748, how many have been issued a negative notice; 

(i) how many Working with Children screenings have been completed; and 

(j) how many people have now been issued with a negative or interim negative notice? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 

(a) None are identified on the application form as employed or proposed to be employed by state 
government. 

(b) N/A 

(c) There is no data classification in the Working with Children systems for 'private 
organisation'. However a review of hard copy applications suggests that the 12 persons with 
Negative Notices were not working for a State Government agency and are either self 
employed, employed by commercial or not for profit agencies or employed by local 
government or other types of employer. The response to (f) provides what further information 
is available. 

(d) The Working with Children Screening Unit (WWCSU) has not provided to the Department for 
Child Protection information about the workplaces of the 12 Negative Notice holders or their 
places of employment for investigation or assessment under the Children and Community 
Services Ac 2004t. 

Section 12(9)(b) of the WWC Act requires a known employer to receive a copy of the 
notice. The Department for Child Protection was not identified as the employer of any of these 
persons. 
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Section 38(3) enables information that a person has been issued a Negative Notice to be 
provided to the CEO of the Department if the person holds a child care licence or is a child-
care supervising officer or managerial officer and it is in the public interest to do so. None of 
the persons in question applied under those categories of child-related work. 
Section 38(2) enables information that a person has been issued with a Negative Notice to be 
provided to public authorities prescribed in the Regulations where it is in the public interest to 
do so. The Department responsible for the Children and Community Services Act 2004 is one 
of these bodies. There has not been reason to advise the Department for Child Protection of the 
above Negative Notices but this will occur if there is information received that suggests a child 
may be abused in a family or in a work situation such as a placement or child care service.  
The Western Australia Police are also prescribed in Regulations to be able to receive 
information about persons with Negative Notices and in all such cases this information is 
provided to the police for law enforcement purposes. Where persons are issued with Negative 
Notices, the police are already involved and particularly when the convictions or charges are 
recent, often have access to information about the person's work and home situation not 
available to the WWCSU. The police investigate workplaces when criminal offences occur in 
that context and advise the Department when required to ensure the safety of children in their 
homes or when children and their families need support services.  

(e) N/A 
(f) The information below is obtained from the application forms. Of the 12 finalised Negative 

Notices above - the categories of child-related work identified in section 6(1) of the Act are: 
Category of child related work Status 

s(1)(a)(iv): a coaching or private tuition service of any kind , 
but not including an informal arrangement entered into for 
private or domestic purposes 

2  self-employed (or proposed to be) 

1 employee (or proposed to be) 

s(1)(a)(xi): a religious organisation 3 volunteers (or proposed to be) 

1 employee (or proposed to be) 

s(1)(a)(xii): a club, association or movement(including of a 
cultural, recreational or sporting nature and whether 
incorporated or not) with a significant membership of 
involvement of children, but not including an informal 
arrangement entered into for private or domestic purposes 

1 volunteer (or proposed to be) 

 

1 employee (or proposed to be) 

s(1)(a)(xv): an overnight camp, regardless of the type of 
accommodation or how many children are involved 

1 employee (or proposed to be) 

s(1)(a)(xvi): a transport service specifically for children 2 employees (or proposed to be) 

Total 12 

Note: A person may be in more than one job but only one employer signs the application form 
to verify that the person is in child-related work. 

(g) Yes. A person must be in, or proposing to be in, child-related work to qualify to apply for a 
WWC Check. As a Negative Notice was issued in this case the person would be in breach of 
the law if they continued to work with children, their employer was also notified of this.  

(h) Four, as is allowed for under the WWC Act. One Interim Negative Notice did not result in a 
Negative Notice because the applicant withdrew his application. The person cannot work in 
child-related work without applying for a Card. 

(i) From 1 January 2006 to 30 June 2007, 55 200 screenings (rounded figure) were completed.  
(j) From 1 January 2006 to 30 June 2007, nine Interim Negative Notices and 20 Negative Notices 

have been issued by the WWC Screening Unit.  Of the 20 persons issued with Negative 
Notices from 1 January 2006 to 30 June 2007, three have since been issued with Assessment 
Notices, that is the Negative Notice has been cancelled and a Working with Children Card has 
been issued. Of these, one was reconsidered by the WWC Screening Unit when further 
information was received and two decisions to issue Negative Notices have been set aside by 
the State Administrative Tribunal (SAT) which ordered the issue of Assessment Notices. The 
Department is currently appealing one of the overturned decisions. This is scheduled to be 
heard in September 2007. An application to stay the SAT orders pending the hearing of the 
leave to appeal and the appeal was heard on 30 July 2007 and the decision has been reserved, 
but expected in the near future. The other is not being appealed because of the significant 
additional information that emerged at the hearing.  
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WORKING WITH CHILDREN SCREENING CHECKS 

2331. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection 

In relation to the Working with Children screening checks, I ask - 

(a) how many applications have been received since 1 January 2006;  

(b) how many screenings have been completed;  

(c) how many people have been issued with a negative notice;  

(d) what were the reasons for each of the negative notices;  

(e) were any of the people who received a negative notice listed on the Australian National Child 
Offender Register or any other register;  

(f) for those people issued with a negative notice, what positions were they working in where they 
had contact with children;  

(g) are any of these people currently working with children; and  

(h) how many have been issued with interim negative notices? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 

(a) On 30 June 2007 the Working with Children Screening Unit (WWCSU) had received 
approximately 58,900 (rounded figures) applications for WWC Checks since 1 January 2006. 

(b) Of the above approximately 55,200 (rounded figure) screenings had been completed with the 
balance in process. 

(c) As at 30 June 2007, 20 Negative Notices have been issued by the Working with Children 
Screening Unit.  

(d) 14 of the Negative Notices were for scheduled offences (13 sexual and one violence) - 
including convictions, pending and non-conviction charges. Six were non-scheduled 
convictions assessed to be of relevance to child-related work. 

(e) Four of the 20 persons issued with Negative Notices (NN) have an offence registrable 
with ANCOR. Where charges were pending for registrable ANCOR offences registration may 
occur after the issue of a NN. There is no other register. 

(f) Five self employed, six employees, nine volunteers. 

(g) It is an offence under the law for persons with current Negative Notices and Interim Negative 
Notices to engage in child-related work, the penalty for doing so is up to five years 
imprisonment and a fine of up to $60 000. To date no one with a Negative or Interim Notice is 
known to have committed such an offence. 

Employers are advised if a person has a Negative or Interim Negative Notice and that they are 
also prohibited from employing such persons in a paid or voluntary capacity working with 
children. From 1 January 2006 to 30 June 2007, 3 people who had been issued with a Negative 
Notice had these cancelled and have since been issued with a Working with Children Card. 
One was reconsidered by the WWCSU when further information was received and two 
decisions to issue Negative Notices have been set aside by the State Administrative Tribunal 
(SAT) that ordered the cancellation of the Negative Notices and the issuing of Assessment 
Notices, that is granting of a Working with Children Card.  The Department is currently 
appealing one of the overturned decisions. This is scheduled to be heard in 
September 2007. An application to stay the SAT orders pending the hearing of the leave to 
appeal and the appeal was heard on 30 July 2007 and the decision has been reserved, but 
expected in the near future. The other is not being appealed because of the significant 
additional information that emerged at the hearing and there is no error of law identified. 

(h) Nine Interim Negative Notices have been issued since operations began - three are current 
pending the final decision.  

The Working with Children Act is a strong piece of legislation with more than 55,200 
applications finalised. It is reassuring that by far the majority of people who apply to work 
with children do not have criminal records which would pose a danger to children. We cannot 
assess the extent to which persons who know they won't get through the Checks are deterred 
from applying. We do know that those people who have current Negative or Interim Negative 
Notices have been prohibited and could be imprisoned for 5 years and fined $60 000 if they 
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did try to work with children. The police are valuable allies protecting children through their 
monitoring of registered sex offenders and general policing. The Government is pleased to 
announce that additional funding has recently been provided for a compliance officer at the 
Unit.  

Responsible organisations must also ensure proper checking of referees, training and 
supervision of staff. This is good law, that is being well administrated and something about 
which Western Australians can be proud.  

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CARD 

2332. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection 

(1) How many people with prior convictions or charges relating to child safety have been given a Working 
with Children card? 

(2) In what capacity are these people currently employed? 

(3) Further to (2) are these people employed in private or government organisations? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 

(1) Convictions and charges which require assessment under the Working with Children (Criminal Record 
Checking) Act must be considered according to section 12(8) which provides the following criteria: 
(a) the best interests of children 

(b) when the offence was committed or is alleged to have been committed 
(c) the age of the applicant when the offence was committed or is alleged to have been committed 
(d) the nature of the offence and any relevance to child-related work  
(e) any information given by the applicant in or in relation to the application 
(f) anything else that the CEO reasonably considers relevant to the decision. 

The above criteria must be used to determine if exceptional or particular circumstances exist so that a 
WWC Card should be issued or denied.  

Six persons hold WWC Cards on 30 June 2007 where the initial assessment was to propose a Negative 
Notice 

Section 13 of the WWC Act requires that persons, for whom Negative Notices are proposed, are offered 
the opportunity to make submissions as to why they should be able to work with children. The WWC 
Screening Unit must consider these submissions and in doing so made decisions to issue WWC Cards 
to three of the above six people. Negative Notices were never issued to these three people who now 
hold a Working with Children Card.  

This legislative requirement obtains information not present in the initial offence information received 
by the WWC Screening Unit. Details cannot be provided that might identify any individual. However, 
there can be circumstances where a charge or conviction is, for example, manslaughter as the result of a 
traffic accident, grievous bodily harm from a brawl at the pub between adults.  In such circumstances 
the best interests of children have been considered and it is not reasonable to prohibit someone from 
child - related work. 

The remaining three of the six persons have had their Negative Notices cancelled and Assessment 
Notices have been issued. 

• one person was issued with an Assessment Notice after the WWC Screening Unit considered 
additional information that emerged after a mediation conference - and this was in relation to 
very old offences. 

• two people have been issued Assessment Notices on direction of the State Administrative 
Tribunal (SAT) which set aside the Negative Notices. As with any new legislation, case law is 
established through the process of hearings and appeals. The SAT review process is an 
important natural justice provision. Administrative decisions must be transparent and open to 
external scrutiny. 

The hearing and appeal process is a robust one and the Department is currently appealing one of the 
overturned decisions and must do so on the basis of a possible error of law. This is scheduled to be 
heard in September 2007. An application to stay the SAT orders pending the hearing of the leave to 
appeal and the appeal was heard on 30 July 2007 and the decision has been reserved, but expected in 
the near future.  
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The second overturning by the SAT followed substantial additional information being provided as part 
of the hearing that had not been available to the Screening unit. This is not being appealed.  

(2) Of the six above now with WWC Cards 

• two applied as volunteers (one each in connection with a club, association or movement and in 
connection with an educational institution for children)  

• two applied as self employed (one each in connection with coaching or private tuition service 
 and in connection with a counselling or other support service)  

• two applied as employed (one each in connection with a religious organisation and a hospital).  

(3) Of the six above, information on the application forms identifies five as either self-employed or with 
private organisations and one employed in a government agency. 

HOMESWEST PROPERTIES - RESIDENT CONVICTED SEX OFFENDERS 

2333. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Housing and Works 

(1) Are Homeswest authorities notified if a convicted sex offender, including paedophiles and those 
imminently being released from prison, seeks accommodation in a Homeswest property? 

(2) If there is notification, what form does this take and what process is followed? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 

(1)-(2)  As the maintenance and operation (including notifications) of the sex offender register in Western 
Australia is the responsibility of the Western Australia Police, the question should be directed to the 
Minister for Police and Emergency Services.. 

CONVICTED SEX OFFENDERS - ACCOMMODATION UPON RELEASE 

2334. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Corrective Services 

(1) How many convicted sex offenders have requested help with finding accommodation upon their 
imminent release from prison? 

(2) How does the process to help these people find accommodation work? 

(3) Of this number who requested help, how many were placed in government accommodation, including 
Homeswest housing? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK replied: 

(1) The Department of Corrective Services does not directly provide such services to convicted sex 
offenders, but relies upon Service Agreements with Non-government Human Service organisations, 
which provide a broad range of programs and services for all prisoners. The Department does not record 
details specifically identifying sex offender support under these programs. 

(2) Programs that aim to develop interpersonal skills, and encourage and reinforce pro-social changes in 
attitudes and thinking patterns can have significant impact on recidivism. Supportive relationships such 
as those provided by UCW Outreach and Outcare have been found to decrease risk of relapse in rapists 
and child molesters. 

(3) Questions regarding the allocation of Homeswest housing should be directed to the Minister for 
Housing and Works. 

MINISTERIAL CHANGES - COST OF STATIONERY 

2335. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Premier 

(1) Could the Premier advise the breakdown of costs, per Ministry, of how much the Government has spent 
on changing stationery, including letterheads, business cards, envelopes, calendars, advertisements to 
advise of new Ministerial appointments, and other such materials, due to Ministerial changes since 
January 2005.  

(2) Please advise the names of the Members of Parliament involved. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises: 

(1) The cost of changes to stationery, other materials and advertisements associated with the appointment 
of new Ministers is absorbed within existing budgets. No additional funding was allocated, or has been 
requested to meet these expenses.  
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(2) Details of Ministerial appointments since January 2005 are published in the Government Gazette that 
can be accessed free of charge on the State Law Publisher website at: 
http://www.slp.wa.gov.au/gazette/gazette.nsf, or from the Parliament House intranet.  

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - STATIONERY AND ADVERTISING - 
EXPENDITURE 

2336. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Premier 

On a per agency basis, and including the year the changes were made, could the Premier advise how much has 
been spent on stationery and advertising due to changes in government departmental and agency names in the 
following financial years - 

(a) 2001-2002; 
(b) 2002-2003; 
(c) 2003-2004; 
(d) 2004-2005; 
(e) 2005-2006; 
(f) 2006-2007; and 
(g) year to date. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises: 

(a)-(g) Agency spending on stationery and advertising is now subject to mandatory common use 
arrangements administered by the Office of Government Procurement, Department of Treasury 
and Finance. It is normal business practice to maintain minimum stock levels, and typically, 
changes in agency names are reflected when further supplies of printed stationery are ordered.  

PUBLIC HOSPITALS - EMPLOYMENT OF UNREGISTERED DOCTORS 

2337. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Health 

(1) Can the Minister confirm that as at December 2006 there were 20 unregistered doctors at King Edward 
and Princess Margaret hospitals? 

(2) What was the reason for this occurring? 

(3) Are there any currently unregistered doctors working at any Western Australian public hospital as at the 
date of answering this question? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

1-2  All medical staff working at King Edward Memorial and Princess Margaret Hospitals are registered 
with the Medical Board of Western Australia. In November 2006 King Edward Memorial and Princess 
Margaret Hospitals provided information as part of a regular monthly reporting process, to the Director 
General advising that 20 doctors were not registered, as they had not paid their renewal registration 
subscriptions to the Medical Board of WA. This internal reporting was incorrect. The Medical Act 1984 
section 16A provides for a three-month grace period. As the registration is due on the 1 October each 
year, the grace period expired on the 1 of January 2007 for these doctors.  

All of the above doctors had paid their Medical Board registration by the 7 December 2006.  

3.  There are no unregistered doctors working at any Western Australian hospital as at 13 June 2007. The 
Department of Health does not employ doctors who are not appropriately registered. 

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2338. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Premier; Minister for Federal-State Relations; Trade; Innovation; Science; 
Public Sector Management 

(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  

(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 

(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 

(1)-(3) The information sought is publicly available in the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative 
Assembly, titled "Report of Interstate and Overseas Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of 
Parliament and Officers on Official Business." 
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Two travel reports, for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 
March 2007 is currently being compiled.  

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2339. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Deputy Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 

(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  

(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 

(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 

(1)-(3) The information sought is publicly available in the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative 
Assembly, titled "Report of Interstate and Overseas Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of 
Parliament and Officers on Official Business." 

Two travel reports, for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 
March 2007 is currently being compiled. 

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2340. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Agriculture and Food; 
Forestry; the Mid West and Wheatbelt; Great Southern 

(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  

(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 

(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Mr M.P. WHITELY replied: 

(1)-(3) The information sought is publicly available in the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative 
Assembly, titled "Report of Interstate and Overseas Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of 
Parliament and Officers on Official Business." 

Two travel reports, for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 
March 2007 is currently being compiled.  

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2341. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister representing the Minister for Local Government; Racing and Gaming; 
Multicultural Interests and Citizenship; Government Enterprises; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure; Goldfields-Esperance; Youth 

(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  

(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 

(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 

(1)-(3) The information sought is publicly available in the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative 
Assembly, titled "Report of Interstate and Overseas Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of 
Parliament and Officers on Official Business." 

Two travel reports, for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 
March 2007 is currently being compiled.. 

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2342. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services; Community Safety; Water 
Resources; Sport and Recreation 

(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  
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(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 

(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1)-(3)  The information sought is publicly available in the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative 
Assembly, titled Report of Interstate and Overseas Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of 
Parliament and Officers on Official Business. 

Two travel reports, for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 
March 2007 is currently being compiled. 

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2343. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Attorney General; Health; Electoral Affairs 
(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  
(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 
(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
(1) Five overseas study trips. 
(2)-(3) See the following tabled papers for all details. 

1. Tabled Paper No. 536 tabled on 30-Aug-2001 
2. Tabled Paper No. 177 tabled on 22-Aug-2002 
3. Tabled Paper No. 705 tabled on 18-Aug-2005 
4. Tabled Paper No. 1496 tabled on 09-May-2006 
5. Tabled Paper No. 2714 tabled on 17-May-2007 

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2344. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Employment Protection; Housing and Works; Indigenous Affairs; 
Heritage; Land Information 

(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  
(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 
(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 

(1)-(3) The information sought is publicly available in the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative 
Assembly, titled "Report of Interstate and Overseas Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of 
Parliament and Officers on Official Business". 
The reports for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in the 
Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 March 2007 is 
currently being compiled. 

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2345. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  
(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 
(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

(1)-(3) The information sought is publicly available in the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative 
Assembly, titled "Report of Interstate and Overseas Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of 
Parliament and Officers on Official Business." 
Two travel reports, for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 
March 2007 is currently being compiled. 



 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 14 August 2007] 3945 

 

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2346. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Disability Services; Tourism; Culture and the Arts; Consumer 
Protection 

(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  

(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 

(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 

(1)-(3) The information sought is publicly available in the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative 
Assembly, titled "Report of Interstate and Overseas Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of 
Parliament and Officers on Official Business." 

Two travel reports, for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 
March 2007 is currently being compiled. 

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2347. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Education and Training; South West 

(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  

(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 

(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(1)-(3) The information sought is publicly available in the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative 
Assembly, titled "Report of Interstate and Overseas Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of 
Parliament and Officers on Official Business." 

Two travel reports, for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 
March 2007 is currently being compiled. 

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2348. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Energy; Resources; Industry and Enterprise 

(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  

(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 

(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

The Minister for Energy; Resources; Industry and Enterprise has provided the following response: 

Since being appointed Minister in March 2005, information regarding trips or delegations is publicly available in 
the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative Assembly, titled "Report of Interstate and Overseas 
Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of Parliament and Officers on Official Business". 

Two travel reports, for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in the 
Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 March 2007 is currently 
being compiled.  

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2349. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister representing the Minister for Regional Development; Fisheries; the 
Kimberley, Pilbara and Gascoyne 

(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  

(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 

(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

(1)-(3) The information sought is publicly available in the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative 
Assembly, titled "Report of Interstate and Overseas Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of 
Parliament and Officers on Official Business." 

Two travel reports, for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 
March 2007 is currently being compiled. 

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2350. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Corrective Services; Small Business; Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Federal-State Relations 

(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  

(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 

(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK replied: 

Information correct as at 25th November 2001. Previous to this I did not have Ministerial responsibilities. 

(1)-(3) The information sought is publicly available in the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative 
Assembly, titled "Report of Interstate and Overseas Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of 
Parliament and Officers on Official Business." 

Two travel reports, for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 
March 2007 is currently being compiled.  

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2351. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for the Environment; Climate Change; Peel 

(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  

(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 

(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 

(1)-(3)  The information sought is publicly available in the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative 
Assembly, titled "Report of Interstate and Overseas Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of 
Parliament and Officers on Official Business." 

Two travel reports, for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 
March 2007 is currently being compiled. 

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - RESEARCH, STUDY OR INVESTIGATIVE TRIPS AND/OR 
DELEGATIONS 

2352. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Communities; Women's 
Interests; Seniors and Volunteering 

(1) How many research, study or investigative trips and/or delegations has the Minister made since 2001?  

(2) What was the breakdown of the costs on a per trip basis? 

(3) To where were these trips taken and for what purpose? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 

(1)-(3) The information sought is publicly available in the quarterly reports tabled regularly in the Legislative 
Assembly, titled "Report of Interstate and Overseas Travel Undertaken by Ministers, Members of 
Parliament and Officers on Official Business." 

Two travel reports, for the quarters ending 30 September 2006 and 31 December 2006, were tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 20 June 2007. The report for the quarter ending 31 
March 2007 is currently being compiled. . 
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MULTANOVA AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS - TIME TAKEN TO PROCESS FILM AND ISSUE 
INFRINGEMENT NOTICES 

2354. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

(1) From the point of taking the photograph to the time the film is processed, what is the delay period for 
processing film from multanova and red light cameras? 

(2) From the point of processing the film from red light and speed cameras, what is the delay period for the 
driver captured to receive an infringement notice? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1) Approximately 5 working days, although this may vary depending on the time taken to deliver the film 
from regional centres. 

(2) Currently it is approximately 3 months. The film processing area is working towards reducing the 
backlog to achieve a turnaround time of 7-14 working days from taking a photograph to postage of a 
Traffic Infringement Notice. 

SPEEDING INFRINGEMENTS 

2355. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

(1) How many infringements were issued for speeding for each month in -  

(a) 2005; 
(b) 2006; and 
(c) year to date? 

(2) How many of these infringements were issued after the motorist was caught by speed camera? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

The Following tables detail both On-The-Spot (OTS) and Speed Camera infringements. 

(1)-(2) (a) 2005  OTS  Camera 
Jan  8,563  35,267 
Feb  9,152  25,334 
Mar  13,562  33,980 
Apr  12,936  35,994 
May  16,149  37,293 
Jun  12,634  41,880 
July  12,507  34,337 
Aug  13,944  34,521 
Sep  12,016  26,199 
Oct  13,502  24,325 
Nov  13,684  30,839 
Dec  13,503  38,355 
TOTAL  152,152  398,324 

(1)-(2) (b) 2006   OTS   Camera 
Jan  11,594  35,538 
Feb  14,851  35,381 
Mar  14,942  36,430 
Apr  13,020  26,646 
May  13,059  53,044 
Jun  15,410  44,963 
July  5,531  6,451 
Aug  698  7,853 
Sep  862  29,494 
Oct  10,681  24,325 
Nov  16,384  16,054 
Dec  15,747  10,124 
TOTAL   132,779   326,303 

(1)-(2) (c) 2007   OTS   Camera 
Jan  13,484  26,229 
Feb  10,696  35,977 
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Mar  13,989  17,325 
Apr  13,647  61,268 
May  2,314  40,847 
TOTAL   54,130   181,646 

CONVICTED SERIOUS SEX OFFENDERS - STATISTICS 

2358. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Attorney General 

(1) How many convicted serious sex offenders were released from prison in - 

(a) 2001; 
(b) 2002; 
(c) 2003; 
(d) 2004; 
(e) 2005; 
(f) 2006; and 
(g) year to date? 

(2) What offences did each of these individuals commit?  

(3) What conditions have been placed on their release? 

(4) How long were they sentenced for?  

(5) How long did they serve? 

(6) How many of the offenders who were released completed a sex offender treatment program? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

The primary information required to answer this parliamentary question is held on the Total Offender 
Management System, which is operated by the Department of Corrective Services. This question should 
therefore be directed to the Minister for Corrective Services. 

PRISON - LIFE SENTENCE AND GOVERNOR’S PLEASURE PRISONERS 

2359. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Attorney General 

(1) Will the Attorney General advise, from 28 January 2007 to the present, how many –  

(a) life sentence; and  
(b) Governor’s pleasure prisoners,  

have been - 

(i) approved for pre-release programs;  
(ii) recommended for permission to have home leave; and  
(iii) recommended for the granting of parole?  

(2) Of the Governor’s pleasure prisoners, what was the type of offence that led to each prisoner receiving 
that sentence?  

(3) Of the prisoners whom the Attorney General recommended for parole, how many -  

(a) have successfully completed parole;  
(b) are currently on parole; and  
(c) have had their parole terminated for -  

(i) offending, and for what offences;  
(ii) other breach of parole; and  
(iii) other reasons?  

(4) Of those prisoners whom the Attorney General recommended for home leave, how many -  

(a) are currently entitled to -  

(i) 12 hours;  
(ii) 24 hours;  
(iii) 36 hours; and  
(iv) other periods of home leave;  

(b) have successfully completed home leave;  
(c) have had their pre-release program terminated; and  
(d) have had their home leave terminated for -  
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(i) offending, and for what offences;  
(ii) other breach of home leave conditions; and  
(iii) other reasons? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

From 28 January 2007 to 31 May 2007: 

(1) (a)  (i)-(ii) Nil. 
(iii) Five. 

(b) (i)-(iii) Nil. 

(2) There were no Governor's pleasure (now known as indeterminate sentences) prisoners amongst the 
above. 

(3) (a)  Nil. 

(b) Five . 

(c) Nil. 

(i) Nil. 
(ii) One suspension of Parole due to Non-Compliance. 
(iii) Nil. 

(4) There has been no home leave recommended by the Attorney General since 28 January 2007 for this 
group of prisoners. 

PRISONS - LIFE SENTENCE AND GOVERNOR’S PLEASURE PRISONERS 

2360. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Corrective Services 
(1) Will the Minister advise, from 28 January 2007 to the present, how many –  

(a) life sentence; and  
(b) Governor’s pleasure prisoners,  

have been - 

(i) approved for pre-release programs;  
(ii) recommended for permission to have home leave; and  
(iii) recommended for the granting of parole?  

(2) Of the Governor’s pleasure prisoners, what was the type of offence that led to each prisoner receiving 
that sentence?  

(3) Of the prisoners whom the Minister recommended for parole, how many -  

(a) have successfully completed parole;  
(b) are currently on parole; and  
(c) have had their parole terminated for -  

(i) offending, and for what offences;  
(ii) other breach of parole; and  
(iii) other reasons?  

(4) Of those prisoners whom the Minister recommended for home leave, how many -  

(a) are currently entitled to -  

(i) 12 hours;  
(ii) 24 hours;  
(iii) 36 hours; and  
(iv) other periods of home leave;  

(b) have successfully completed home leave;  
(c) have had their pre-release program terminated; and  
(d) have had their home leave terminated for -  

(i) offending, and for what offences;  
(ii) other breach of home leave conditions; and  
(iii) other reasons? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK replied: 

Please refer to the Attorney General's Question on Notice #2359. 
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN BRIAN BURKE AND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH EMPLOYEES 

2361. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Health 

(1) Can the Minister advise if there has been any email correspondence between Brian Burke and any 
Health Department employee since 2003? 

(2) If so, will the Minister please immediately table the relevant correspondence? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

I refer the Hon Member to the attached media statement issued by the Corruption and Crime Commission.  [See 
paper 3017.] 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN OPERATIONAL PLAN 2006-2007 

2362. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Health 

Can the Minister report on the attainment or otherwise of each Key Result Area (KRA) of the Western 
Australian Operational Plan 2006-2007, including - 

(a) a breakdown of each KRA; 
(b) each subset of the KRAs; and 
(c) whether the target was met? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a)-(c) See attachment 1.  [See paper 3018.] 

The attached table shows that the Government has an ambitious work program to improve health 
system performance. Significant progress has been achieved in most key result areas. 

The Government is undertaking a huge investment in infrastructure to upgrade health facilities so the 
system will have the capacity to deal better with patient needs into the future.  

There remain shortages of skilled staff in many areas, and Western Australia is competing at a national 
and international level to recruit appropriately qualified staff to work in our hospitals and health 
services. At the same time, the Government is pursuing a range of initiatives to make public hospitals 
and the health system a more attractive place for good people to work.  

The upgrading of facilities and staff recruitment, coupled with service level reforms, is enabling us to 
deal with patient needs more quickly with safe and high quality services. 

A few key results I wish to highlight are: 

• At the end of May 2007, the total number of patients on the elective surgery waitlists decreased 
by 21.2% (or 4,353 patients) compared to the same time last year. This figure is a significant 
improvement on six years ago when around 20,000 patients were waiting for elective surgery.  

• At the end of May 2007 compared to the end of May 2006, the total median waiting time for patients on 
the elective surgery wait list decreased by 23.1% (0.85 months). In February 2001 the median waiting 
time on the list was about five months. 

• In May 2007, 4,186 Hospital In The Home beddays were used in the metropolitan area (average of 135 
per day), which is the highest since July 2005 (note: this is metro only and does not include activity 
undertaken at Joondalup Health Campus and Swan District Hospital which are managed by Silver 
Chain and not captured within a central database). 

• Statewide, a record 975 Ambulatory Surgery Initiative cases were completed in the month of 
May 2007. This represents significant effort by sites to sustain steady growth. 

• A total of 4,083 clients used General Practice After Hours Clinics in the month of May 2007. This 
pushed the year to date figure to exceed the 40,000 target a month early (the YTD year to date 
May 2006/07 figure was 42,575). 

There are some areas where the Government has set ambitious targets, with full results close to 
achievement. 

For example, the Government set a target to clear all cases where people had been waiting for elective 
surgery for greater than 500 days by 31 December 2006. Although the number who have been waiting 
over 500 days has been reduced significantly, the target has not yet been achieved. At the end of May 2007 
there was a statewide total of 222 people waiting over 500 days, an 87% reduction compared to 1,729 
people at the same time last year. It is expected that the target for this indicator will be met in 
November 2007.  
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The Government is absolutely determined to build on the progress it has made in health and will continue to 
pursue ambitious targets to improve health services.  

REPAIR OF STREETLIGHTS - ALLOCATION OF FUNDS 

2363. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Minister for Energy 

Can the Minister advise what funds were allocated to the repair of streetlights in the financial years of - 

(a) 2004-2005; 
(b) 2005-2006; and 
(c) 2006-2007? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

Western Power has provided the Minister for Energy with the following response: 

(a)  2004-2005 -$3.85 million was spent on streetlight repairs. 

(b)  2005-2006 - $4.44 million was spent on streetlight repairs. 

(c)  2006-2007 - Western Power expects to spend $6.5 million on streetlight repairs this financial year.  

SOUTH WEST INTERCONNECTED SYSTEM - STATE GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE 

2364. Mr D.T. Redman to the Minister for Energy 

I refer to the Government’s plan to spend $3.5 billion over the next four years to upgrade and expand the South 
West Interconnected System and I ask - 

(a) how much of the $3.5 billion will go towards reducing the incidence of pole-top fires; 

(b) if this money will be used to fund the ‘biggest works program ever undertaken by Western 
Power’ as the Minister’s press release of 22 April states, will any funds be directed to 
upgrading edge-of-grid communities, such as Ravensthorpe; 

(c) will the Minister provide a breakdown of this planned expenditure to show the allocation for 
regional areas and metropolitan Perth; and 

(d) will the Minister allocate any of these funds to improve capacity in regional areas experiencing 
significant residential and industrial growth? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
Western Power has provided the Minister for Energy with the following response 

(a)  $9.6 million will be spent on silicone coating in the SWIS over the next two years. Approximately 
$89 million will be spent on replacing poles and pole top hardware over the next two years.  

(b)  A Distribution Headworks Policy is being considered by Cabinet to determine the issue of funding 
development that triggers new network infrastructure at the edge of grid. In addition work is planned for 
towns at the edge of the SWIS to improve reliability and capacity, including: 

Ravensthorpe 

Three generators have been deployed to Ravensthorpe to provide support to the local electricity 
network from June 2007. The generators will automatically 'switch-on' if the capacity of the local 
electricity network is exceeded, ensuring continuity of supply throughout the winter peak period.  

Over the next 12-18 months, a 'peak lopping' power station will be established at the old power station 
site in Ravensthorpe. The generators will provide adequate additional power capacity to meet demand 
in the area for the next 8 -10 years.  

The economic case for a transmission solution versus continued operation of the embedded generators 
will be reviewed regularly. 

Denmark/Walpole 

$14 million of work is currently being undertaken in Denmark and Walpole. It will be completed over 
the next five years and will improve power reliability and increase capacity of supply to the area.  

The work includes $2 million to install new regulators and upgrade the existing powerline from the 
Albany substation. This work will be done in two stages to be completed by March 2008. $10 million 
will be spent on establishing a new powerline to Denmark by 2012. 

$2 million has been budgeted on reliability improvement measures over the next 12-18 months. 
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Bremer Bay 

Bremer Bay was reconnected to the SWIS at the end of April 2007, via the Willyung powerline from 
Albany.  

The powerline will be reinforced with several modifications to help improve power quality. This work 
will include relocating a voltage regulator from Green Range to a location closer to Albany, installing 
two additional capacitor banks and converting a section of powerline from 22 kV to 33 kV. This work 
has already begun and is scheduled to be completed by June 2008. It will cost an estimated $0.9 million. 

The scheduled works to improve power quality will result in increased capacity. Western Power 
anticipates the additional capacity will be adequate to service the development applications that are 
currently delayed - as well as any new ones - for at least the next two years. After this, 'peak lopping' is 
the most efficient, cost-effective solution to increase power capacity in Bremer Bay until 2012-13, 
when the network will be expanded as necessary.  

The peak lopping solution involves utilising the wind/diesel power generators that are currently 
supplying the town's electricity to support the local network. The generators will be 'switched-on' to 
supply additional electricity whenever the capacity of the local network is exceeded (ie. during peak 
usage times). 

(c)  The $3.5 billion will be allocated to both operating costs and capital expenditure, to upgrades specific to 
metropolitan and regional areas and to programs that impact many areas within the SWIS. The 
percentage of funding allocated is: 

- Perth metropolitan area 54% 
- South Country 27% 
- North Country 19% 

Significant projects that improve reliability, and that impact metropolitan and regional areas include: 

SWIS wide projects 

• $93 million on underground power. Forty-five percent of the metropolitan area now has underground 
power - more than any other Australian capital city. The State Government has set a 50 percent target 
by 2010. 

• $60 million to improve the network in specifically targeted areas with poor reliability. Identification of 
these areas is ongoing and the work includes general maintenance, undergrounding or replacing lines or 
installing new equipment. 

• $40 million to replace wood poles. Steel poles will be used as part of this replacement program. 

• $26 million to upgrade the network in regional areas as part of the Rural Power Improvement Program - 
a program that aims to improve reliability for rural customers by reducing the frequency and duration of 
power interruptions. 

• $9.6 million to coat pole-top equipment with silicon to reduce fires.  

• $4.5 million to fix faulty streetlights. 

Major projects 

• $54.8 million to upgrade the Southern Terminal to improve capacity and reliability across the southern 
suburbs from Riverton and Canning Vale in the north to Cockburn Cement in the west and Armadale, 
Gosnells and Byford in the south. This upgrade is the biggest and most expensive commitment to be 
undertaken by Western Power in the metropolitan area over the next four years. 

• $39 million to build a new terminal substation at Neerabup to meet the demand for electricity from the 
growing northern suburbs. This project represents a strong commitment to the future of the region. 

• $24.9 million for a major upgrade of the transmission line that runs between Busselton and Margaret 
River and will supply power to the rapidly expanding Margaret River area, which will meet increased 
demand for power and improve reliability. 

New substations to be built at  

• Joondanna ($15.5 million),  

• Warwick ($19 million),  

• Wangara ($8.3 million),  

• Joondalup ($7 million),  
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• Henley Brook ($13.7 million) and $3.3 million for a second transformer,  

• Thornlie ($8 million),  
• Willetton ($6.6 million),  
• Bibra Lake ($10.9 million) and $3.5 million for a second transformer  
• Bentley ($15.6 million)  
• Kewdale ($8 million) - to meet the expected load growth rate, particularly from industrial loads in 

Belmont and Welshpool.  
• Upgrade Cottesloe substation - ($13.5 million) 

Additional substation transformers 
• $4.7 million at Rivervale substation - third transformer  
• $2.8 million at Kalamunda substation - third transformer 
• $4.1 million at Muchea substation - third transformer  
• $3.2 million at Padbury substation - third transformer  
• $2.6 million at Clarkson substation - second transformer  
• $4 million at the Busselton substation - new transformer  
• $2.2 million at Mt Barker substation - second transformer  
• $3.7 million at Darlington substation - third transformer  
• $3.2 million at Murdoch substation - second transformer 

(d)  See answer provided for part B. 

STATE BUDGET - REBUILDING OF WEIR NEAR MOUTH OF CAPEL RIVER 

2365. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for Water Resources 

How much money has been allocated in this year’s State Budget to rebuild the weir near the mouth of the Capel 
River? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

The funding available for the construction of the Capel River Weir in 2007/2008 is $1.3 million. 

STATE BUDGET - SCIENCE AND INNOVATION PROMOTION AND SUPPORT 

2366. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Premier 
Can the Premier provide a specific breakdown on the funds allocated to programs, services and initiatives 
belonging to Service Number 5, ‘Science and innovation promotion and support’ in Division 12 of the State 
Budgets for - 

(a) 2005-2006; 
(b) 2006-2007; and 
(c) 2007-2008? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
Department of Industry and Resources advises: 

(a)-(c) Breakdown on funds allocated to programs, services and initiatives belonging to Service 
Number 5, 'Science and innovation promotion and support' in Division 12 of the State Budgets 
is as follows: 

 2005-06 Actuals 
$’000 

2006-07 Budget 
$’000 

2007-08 Budget Estimate 
$’000 

Innovate WA 13 749 31 573 26 345 

Centres Of Excellence Program 8 866 14 954 21 558 

Science Initiatives 0 18 000 18 000 

Radio Astronomy 639 4 945 4 635 

Operating costs 1 687 1 432 1 421 

 24 941 70 904 71 989 

The balance of the cost of service is related to the allocation of corporate overheads and movements in cash 
balances and other accrual items. 
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STATE BUDGET - SCIENCE AND INNOVATION PROMOTION AND SUPPORT 

2367. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Minister for Innovation 

Can the Minister provide a specific breakdown on the funds allocated to programs, services and initiatives 
belonging to Service Number 5, ‘Science and innovation promotion and support’ in Division 12 of the State 
Budgets for - 

(a) 2005-2006; 
(b) 2006-2007; and 
(c) 2007-2008? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 

Please refer to question on notice 2366. 

STATE BUDGET - SCIENCE AND INNOVATION PROMOTION AND SUPPORT 

2368. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Minister for Science 

Can the Minister provide a specific breakdown on the funds allocated to programs, services and initiatives 
belonging to Service Number 5, ‘Science and innovation promotion and support’ in Division 12 of the State 
Budgets for - 

(a) 2005-2006; 
(b) 2006-2007; and 
(c) 2007-2008? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 

Please refer to question on notice 2366. 

PRISONS - STATISTICS ON PRISON OFFICERS AND INMATES 

2371. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Corrective Services 

(1) Can the Minister provide a breakdown, per prison, of the number of prison officers, excluding those on 
long service leave, stress leave, secondments and medical leave, who are currently working in Western 
Australian prisons? 

(2) What is the authorised strength of prison officers in Western Australia?  

(3) What is the current strength of prison officers in Western Australia? 

(4) What is the current muster (number of prisoners) in Western Australian prisons? 

(5) What is the ratio of prison officers to prisoners at all Western Australian prisons? 

(6) How many weapons were found in Western Australian prisons in 2006-2007? 

(7) How many prisoners tested positive, or were found with illegal drugs and contraband in 2006-2007? 

(8) How many prisoners were sexually assaulted in 2006-2007?  

(9) Are condoms available in Western Australian prisons? 

(10) What sanctions are placed on prisoners who refuse to attend work in prison workshops? 

(11) For each prison, how many prisoners died whilst in custody in 2006-2007? 

(a) of these, were any in suspicious circumstances; and 
(b) how many were suicides? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK replied: 

Please see attached.  [See paper 3027.] 

PUBLIC SECTOR - STATISTICS 

2372. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Premier 

(1) Will the Premier provide the total number of FTEs, including -  

(a) part-time;  
(b) casual;  
(c) contracted to; or 
(d) seconded to, 

the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, broken down into -  
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(i) sections;  
(ii) divisions; 
(iii) job titles; and 
(iv) remuneration? 

(2) Can the Premier provide the total number of FTE public servants in the Western Australian public 
service? 

(3) Can the Premier provide information as to - 
(a) the time spent in Canberra by the Solicitor General on the High Court challenge to the Federal 

Government’s industrial relations legislation;  
(b) the total hours the Solicitor General spent on the matter;  
(c) any other legal officers who travelled with the Solicitor General; and  
(d) the cost of air-flights, accommodation, meals and incidentals? 

(4) What was the estimated legal cost in relation to arguing this matter? 

(5) In reference to the Ministerial Air Charter and the Budget allocation of $2.078 million -  
(a) how many hours of flying does this allocation buy; 
(b) what is the charge per Ministerial office; and  
(c) what Ministers, Ministerial staff and department employees flew on the Ministerial Air 

Charter? 

(6) Can the Premier provide a breakdown of the total cost of operating the Western Australian Government 
office in Canberra, inclusive of expenditure on - 
(a) rent of office spaces; 
(b) staff salaries; and 
(c) general and specific daily operating costs? 

(7) Can the Premier provide a list of - 
(a) the number of staff in the Western Australian Government office; 
(b) their remuneration; and 
(c) their qualifications? 

(8) How many Chief Executive Officers are currently in acting positions? 

(9) Has Sharryn Jackson been replaced as the head of the Community Cabinet Liaison Unit? 

(10) Can the Premier provide a list of all work conducted by the Community Cabinet Liaison Unit and the 
Policy Office, a list of all members, and the specific work that was undertaken?   

(11) Can the Premier provide an example of the type of work undertaken by the Community Cabinet Liaison 
Unit and the Policy Office? 

(12) Are the Community Cabinet Liaison Unit and the Policy Office expecting to undertake any work over 
the next 12 months, or are they closing down in light of the fact that there is no money in the Budget 
in 2008-2009? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 

(1) (a)-(d) (i)-(iv) The data published on the Public Sector Management web page provides details of 
the Department's FTEs as at 31 March 2007. Further information about Department of 
the Premier and Cabinet staffing, including the number of staff in each salary band, is 
published in the Annual Report. The 2005/06 Annual Report is available on the 
Department's web site, and the 2006/07 Annual Report will be tabled in Parliament 
by 30 September 2007.  

(2) The number of public sector FTEs at 31 March 2007 is available from the Public Sector Management 
web page. 

(3)-(4) The Member needs to refer these questions to the relevant Minister. 

(4)-(5) (a)-(c) The allocation of $2.078 million is the amount approved for additional funding for the 
Ministerial Air Charter service in 2008-09. The additional funding is to meet the full cost of 
annual fixed-price lease payments for two new aircraft acquired in late 2006 and earlier this 
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year, and the variable management, operation and maintenance costs, CPI cost escalation and 
related projected costs of the service.  
The budget allocation is based on estimated monthly usage hours of 41 for the Hawker 850 jet 
and 30 hours for the Beechcraft Super King Air B200. Hours flown in excess of these hours 
are charged to ministerial office budgets in proportion to total monthly usage. 

(6) W.A. Government Office (October 2006-June 2007) 
   $ 

(a) Rent of office space    56,810 
(b) Staff salaries     92,034 
(c) General and specific daily operating costs  

• Travel costs     14,245 
• Training     647 
• Couriers     60 
• Internet charges    473 
• Postage     18 
• Telephone     958 
• Catering     457 
• Cleaning     2485 
• Computer Services    3418 
• Lease of Motor Vehicles   6582 
• Memberships    132 
• Printing     826 
• Professional Services    5291 
• Security     376 
• Computer Software Purchases   1622 
• Electricity and Gas    835 
• Entertainment    361 
• Stationery     403 
• Sundry computer equipment   9979 
• Sundry consumable equipment   3922 
• Computer hardware at cost recurrent  2190 
• Office equipment cost recurrent  7788 
• Office establishment cost recurrent  76,650 
• Superannuation    8171 

(7) (a) 1 
(b)  $121,188 a year, plus $11,986 annual allowance 
(c)  BSc Hons  

(8) As at 9 August 2007, there are 21 CEOs in acting positions. Of these: 
• Nine positions have had a recruitment process initiated to fill the position permanently; and  
• Seven positions are "dual CEO roles". 
• Of the 5 remaining positions 

-  1 position is filled on an acting basis while the substantive occupant is on secondment 
elsewhere, and 

-  the remaining 4 positions are being filled on an acting basis pending consultation with 
the respective Ministers and responsible authority regarding the commencement of 
recruitment action. 

Dual CEO roles occur when a substantive CEO also undertakes other CEO roles, in addition to his/her 
substantive appointment.  These dual CEO roles may only be undertaken in an acting capacity, as it is 
not possible under the Public Sector Management Act 1994 for one officer to hold multiple substantive 
appointments. 

(9) Yes. 
(10)-(11)Please refer to answers provided to the parliament during the Legislative Assembly Estimates 

Committee on 23 May 2006 and Legislative Council Estimates Committee on 14 June 2006. 
Supplementary information was tabled in Parliament.  
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Policy Division Staff (as at 13 August 2007) 
Barrett, Graham 
Barron, Leanne 
Berkhout, Monique 
Best, Nicola 
Boyle, Shawn 
Carberry, Fiona 
Carey, John 
Cook, Oliver 
Cruden, Linda 
Dean, John 
Diong, Angelina 
Figgins, Kristan 
Gallagher, Gillian 
Genoni, Lyn 
Govan, Gareth 
Hansen, Helen 
Hatt, David 
Helm, Michael 
Hoare, Luke 
Hunt, Juliette 
Hyman, Mark 
Ireland, Rosh 
Jones, Alistair 
Lamb, Melissa 
Klarich, Darren 
McDougall, Steven 
Milling, Lisa 
Monaghan, Tony 
Nayar, Gerri 
Pastorelli, Daniel 
Rosso, Glenys 
Smith, Daniel 
Spink, Tanya 
Thompson, Molly 
Thoresen, Linda 
Thorn, Michael 
Tudori, Eva 
Ugle, Rona 
van Dieren, Robert 
Vincent, Margaret 
Woollcott, Solataire 
Zainuddin, Aida 

Community Cabinet Liaison Unit Staff (as at 13 August 2007) 
Carroll, Michael 
D'Alonzo, Lisa-Marie 
Drum, Martin 
Farquharson, Nicola  
Graham, Lyn 
Hopkins, Tessa 
Plummer, Donna 
Sao, Ron 
Thurgate, Sarah 

(12) The CCLU and Policy Office are funded to 2011-12.  

CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 

2373. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Attorney General 
(1) Can the Attorney General provide an updated list (similar to the one that appears on page 57 of 

the 2005-2006 Corruption and Crime Commission of Western Australia Annual Report) of the 
Corruption and Crime Commission (CCC) employee profile with a breakdown, by directorate, of -  
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(a) Executive;  
(b) Operations; 
(c) Corruption Prevention Education and Research; 
(d) Legal Services; and  
(e) Business Services? 

(2) What agencies, State or federal (i.e. Australian Federal Police) provide the operational staff of the CCC 
with training and development?  

(a) what is the total cost of this training? 

(3) How many people are seconded from Government departments in all CCC directorates? 

(a) what agencies are they from? 

(4) Do the Assistant Commissioners of the CCC have remote access to CCC databases? 

(5) Is the Commission providing accommodation for Assistant Commissioner John Dunford QC for the 
duration of the Mallard inquiry?  

(a) what is the estimated cost? 

(6) With which Government departments has the CCC signed Memoranda of Understanding outlining the 
process for allowing access to electronic databases? 

(7) Of the 32 referrals received by the Parliamentary Inspector of the CCC, 19 were finalised satisfactorily. 
Can the Attorney General advise the status of the remaining 13 matters?  

(8) Does the Parliamentary Inspector have any staff seconded from Government departments? 

(a) if so, what agency were they seconded from; and 
(b) for what period? 

(9) How much time did the Parliamentary Inspector spend in the position, and what was (or is) his 
remuneration? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(1) Employees by Directorate as at June 2007    

Directorate     Short term Long Term Total 
Executive     1.00  6.00  7.00 
Operations     2.00  74.60  76.60 
Corruption Prevention Education and Research 1.00  7.80  8.80 
Legal Services     0.00  4.85  4.85 
Business Services     5.25  42.80  48.05 
Total      9.25  136.05  145.3 

+ 3 casual staff Business Services Directorate staff 

(2) State and Federal Agency Training and Development Provision 

Agency Course Attendees Cost 

Australian Federal Police Management of Serious Crime     1 $5,000 
Course 

Australian Federal Police Interagency Intelligence Program:     1 $6,000 
Introduction to law enforcement  
intelligence 

Australian Federal Police/ National Strategic Intelligence     1 $5,000 
Australian Crime Commission/ Course 
Charles Sturt University      1  

Attorney General's Department Security Risk Management     2 $2,200 
(Commonwealth)  

Australian Institute of Police Police Management and     1 $8,000 
Management Development Program  

Total          $26,200 
  

The following courses are planned for alignment with national competencies: 
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Agency    Course      Cost 
Australian Federal Police  Advanced Surveillance Program   $4,500 
Australian Federal Police  Premises Clearance Program   $2,000 
Australian Federal Police  Digital Imaging and Evidence Program  Nil cost 

(3) Government Department Secondments as at June 2007 

Seconded In   

Directorate  Position     Home Agency 
Business Services  Information Management Officer  Department of Health 

Business Services  Senior Human Resources Advisor  Country High School Hostels  
Association 

Business Services  Finance and Administration Officer  Heritage Council 
Operations  Enquiry Officer    Dept of the Attorney General 
Operations  Investigative Assistant   Office of the Auditor General 
Operations  Project Officer    Australian Crime Commission 

Seconded Out   

Directorate  Position     Agency 

Business Services  Project Officer    LandCorp 

Operations  Senior Intelligence Analyst  Department of the Premier and  
Cabinet 

(4) The CCC has no Assistant Commissioners. Its Acting Commissioners do not have remote access to 
CCC databases, however one of the Acting Commissioners has secure, remote email communications 
with the Commission through an encrypted email system. The Acting Commissioners are able to access 
all CCC systems and databases from an office assigned to them within the CCC premises at 186 St 
George's Terrace. 

(5) Yes, $55,000. 

(6) The Commission has Memoranda of Understanding with the following Western Australian State 
Government agencies: 

• Department of Justice - Now known as Department of Corrective Services 
• Department of Land Administration 
• Western Australia Police 

(7) 5 of the remaining 13 have been finalised. 

(8) No; but the Inspector is advertising for a full-time assistant. 

(9) The time spent in this position, which is a part-time position, varies according to the issues arising from 
time to time. The hours are not fixed.  The Inspector's remuneration is $112,514.00 p.a. 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS - PROSECUTORS’ WORKLOADS, 
BREAKDOWN OF STAFFING LEVELS AND STAFF WITH SECOND JOBS 

2374. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Attorney General 

(1) Can the Attorney General provide a breakdown of the average caseload for Director of Public 
Prosecution (DPP) prosecutors - 

(a) 1-2 years Post Admission Experience (PAE); 
(b) 2-3 years PAE; 
(c) 3-4 years PAE; 
(d) 4-5 years PAE; 
(e) 5-6 years PAE; and 
(f) above 6 years PAE? 

(2) What has been the increase in workload and subsequent recruitment of prosecutors following the DPP 
taking over Children’s Court prosecutions? 

(3) Can the Attorney General provide a breakdown of all the staffing levels and how many prosecutors are 
at each level? 
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(4) Can the Attorney General advise the number of DPP staff who have second jobs, and what jobs they 
have? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(1)  The following average caseloads are as at 15 June 2007. The figures include trials, sentencing and 
Children's Court matters heard before the President, but do not include Confiscations matters, appeals 
or advice files. Caseloads are weighted for part time prosecutors. 

(a)  12 
(b)  16 
(c)  18 
(d)  17 
(e)  18 
(f)  17 

(2) The ODPP commenced in the Perth Children's Court Magistrates jurisdiction on 4 
December 2006. Three prosecutors were recruited by the ODPP for this additional work. 

Since 4 December 2006 there have been 3577 new charges registered (or laid) with the Court. In 
addition, 1050 charges have been re-lodged as a result of bench warrants being executed and 2159 
charges have been "reactivated" or returned to Court as a result of a breach of a disposition. 

It should be noted that some of the charges in the latter two categories would be duplicated in the new 
charges (that is, a charge is lodged and then re-lodged as a result of a bench warrant and then potentially 
subsequently lodged once more for breach of an order) and others would predate the ODPP 
involvement in the Magistrates Court (that is, a bench warrant was issued prior to 4 December 2006 or 
the order which was breached similarly was originally imposed prior to that date). 

The total number of guilty pleas entered since 4 December 2006 is 3034 (this would be in relation to 
the 3577 new charges although some pleas of guilty would be for charges which had been laid prior to 
the 4 December 2006). Each of these matters have required preparation and presentation by the ODPP. 

A total of 179 charges were listed for trial during the period from 4 December 2006, which have all 
been prepared by the ODPP. 

A total of 2169 individual offenders were dealt with by the ODPP. 1491 of those offenders were 
charged with the 3577 new offences, 253 were arrested on a bench warrant and 425 were "reactivated", 
that is sentenced for some form of breach of an order. 

(3) The following is a breakdown of the ODPP staffing levels and how many prosecutors are at each level 
as at 31 May 2007. 

Classification Level FTE Prosecutors  FTE Other Staff 

SAT (DPP)   1  
SAT (DLS)   1  
SAT (CSP)   5  
Class 4    2  
Class 3    13  
Class 1    16.4  
Level 7/8   14.5  
Level 6/7   22.25  
Level 4/5   17  
Level 3 (Articled Clerk)  5  
Level 2/4   5  
Level 9       1 
Level 8       1 
Level 7       2 
Level 6       3 
Level 5       5 
Level 4       9 
Level 3       32.5 
Level 2       33.5 
Level 1       15 
Trainee       0.8 
Total No. of FTE   102.15   102.8 

204.95  
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(4) 15 employees have secondary employment (8 prosecutors and 7 other staff). 

The secondary jobs are Army Reserves Captain/Instructor, Author, Electorate/ Research Officer, 
Fashion Designer, Lecturer and Examiner, Legal Officer Member of RAAF Specialist Reserve, Life 
Coach, Musician, Network Engineer, Night Filler, On-air Announcer and Outside Broadcast 
Technician, Piano Teacher, Sessional Lecturer and Tutor, Sewing Teacher, Wait Person. 

AUDIT OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY 

2375. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Minister for Industry and Enterprise 

Can the Minister specify, in detail, what the findings and recommendations were from the audit into the 
Information and Communications Technology Industry mentioned in the 2007-2008 State Budget on page 232 of 
Budget Paper No. 2, Vol. 3? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

Response provided by the Minister for Industry and Enterprise: 

The audit of the ICT industry was completed in March 2007. The findings are being finalised and will be 
presented to the Minister for Industry and Enterprise, in the near future, for his consideration and comment.  It is 
planned to move to a public launch of the audit report in mid August 2007. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S TECHNOLOGY PARKS 

2376. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Minister for Industry and Enterprise 

Can the Minister advise what actual steps have been taken, or are being specifically planned, in order to increase 
awareness and attract investment to Western Australia’s technology parks, as referenced on page 232 of Budget 
Paper No. 2, Vol. 3, of the 2007-2008 State Budget? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

The Minister for Industry and Enterprise has provided the following response: 

The Department of Industry and Resources plays a marketing role in raising awareness of Western Australia's 
existing and emerging Technology Park environments that support the emergence of technology based 
industries.  

Recent activities planned and underway to promote Technology Park related initiatives are as follows: 

Technology Precinct, Bentley 

The State Government has provided $8.55M as Stage 1 for public infrastructure and other services to expand 
Technology Park and create a wider area of 314 hectares to be known as the Technology Precinct, Bentley.  

The Department of Housing and Works has recently procured the services of a professional community services 
provider to work closely with the community and stakeholders to ensure that the public has the opportunity to 
provide for input into the Technology Precinct Masterplan and is aware of initiatives planned for the 
development. The outcome of the master planning process will influence future marketing plans. 

Technology Park 

Technology Park Bentley is promoted on an ongoing basis, as well as the technology capabilities; success stories 
and innovative activity taking place within the Park. The Department of Industry and Resources promotes the 
park and capabilities at the local and international level through an integrated marketing mix utilising online and 
offline mediums through an integrated marketing mix comprising online and offline media. Examples include 
website; electronic newsletter; brochures; posters; information kits, newspaper and magazine editorials; cds, 
tenant directories; exhibitions; displays and networking. 

Australian Marine Complex Technology Precinct 

Construction of the Central Services Facility is underway and DoIR has commenced promotion to raise interest 
in regard to tenancy options for office; innovation and business support and retail services as stage one is due for 
completion in late 2007. DoIR continues to receive interest from technology based organisations interested in 
locating to the AMC Technology Precinct development. The Department is assessing these organisations in 
regard to land and office needs in order to ensure that sufficient land is made available to allow co-location.  

Regional Technology Parks 

The department is providing $18,000 towards a market research study of the Peel region to identify industry 
strengths and the feasibility of establishing a technology park/hub that supports the emergence of technologies 
based on the strengths of the region. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S TECHNOLOGY PARKS 

2377. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Minister for Industry and Enterprise 

Can the Minister advise what actual initiatives have been started so far in developing and implementing the 
marketing strategy for Western Australia’s technology parks as mentioned on page 232 of Budget Paper No. 2, 
Vol. 3, in the 2007-2008 State Budget? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

Response provided by the Minister for Industry and Enterprise: 

The Department of Industry and Resources promotes Western Australia's Technology Park in Bentley on an 
ongoing basis through an integrated marketing mix comprising online and offline media. Examples include 
website; electronic newsletter; brochures; posters; information kits, newspaper and magazine editorials; cds, 
tenant directories; exhibitions and displays. 

Planning is underway for the 2007/2008 marketing and investment attraction strategy to raise awareness of 
existing and future park/precinct developments such as Technology Park expanding into a wider 314 hectare 
Technology Precinct and the Australian Marine Complex Technology Precinct. 

OLD-GROWTH FORESTS - PROTECTION POLICY 

2378. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Minister for Resources 
In reference to page 232 of Budget Paper No. 2 of the 2007-2008 State Budget, can the Minister provide some 
detail as to what the ‘Protecting our old growth forest’ policy involves and whether or not any funds have been 
specifically allocated to this policy? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

The Minister for Resources has provided the following answer: 
The Protecting our Old-Growth Forests Policy (POOGF) reflects the State Government's election commitment 
in 2001 to reduce logging in the State's native hardwood forests by 99%.  
Funding was specifically allocated to this Policy to implement the following programs. 
Business Exit Assistance: To compensate sawmills and associated industries leaving the industry as a result of 
the reduced timber allocation.  
Industry Development Assistance/Investment Attraction: To enable certain mills to move into higher value 
adding use of the timber, such as furniture making, and attract non-timber industry to the affected areas.  
Workers Assistance: To assist workers made redundant as a result of the policy, with redundancy payments, 
training, assistance, wage subsides, relocation assistance, mortgage and rent assistance and job search assistance.  
Family and Community Development Assistance: To provide counselling and community development 
measures to assist families and communities adversely affected by the policy.  

Relocation Compensation:  To pay relocation compensation to logging contracts.  

Integrated Service Centre: To establish offices in Manjimup and Bunbury to assist with policy implementation.  
Project Director: Costs associated with the appointment of a Project Director and support staff to co-ordinate the 
implementation of the policy over a four year period. Role included implementing specific projects and being the 
point of liaison between the media, government and industry,  
National Parks: To create new National Parks and Reserves, reinstatement of a number of reserves and the 
employment of up to 130 mill workers.  
Communication Plan: To prepare information kits, briefing programs and newspaper inserts to ensure a positive 
consistent message was delivered promptly and accurately.  
Furniture Promotion Fund: Interstate and overseas promotion of WA timber furniture. 
The attached table details the responsible agencies and funding allocated to each program.  [See paper 3019.] 

STATE BUDGET - PROTECTING OLD-GROWTH FORESTS 

2379. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Minister for Industry and Enterprise 

In reference to page 232 of Budget Paper No. 2 of the 2007-2008 State Budget, can the Minister provide some 
detail as to what the ‘Protecting our old growth forest’ policy involves and whether or not any funds have been 
specifically allocated to this policy? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

The Minister for Industry and Enterprise has provided the following response: 
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The Protecting our Old-Growth Forests Policy (POOGF) reflects the State Government's election commitment 
in 2001 to reduce logging in the State's native hardwood forests by 99%.  

Funding was specifically allocated to this Policy to implement the following programs. 

Business Exit Assistance: To compensate sawmills and associated industries leaving the industry as a result of 
the reduced timber allocation.  

Industry Development Assistance/Investment Attraction: To enable certain mills to move into higher value 
adding use of the timber, such as furniture making, and attract non-timber industry to the affected areas.  

Workers Assistance: To assist workers made redundant as a result of the policy, with redundancy payments, 
training, assistance, wage subsides, relocation assistance, mortgage and rent assistance and job search assistance.  

Family and Community Development Assistance: To provide counselling and community development 
measures to assist families and communities adversely affected by the policy.  

Relocation Compensation:  To pay relocation compensation to logging contracts.  

Integrated Service Centre: To establish offices in Manjimup and Bunbury to assist with policy implementation.  

Project Director: Costs associated with the appointment of a Project Director and support staff to co-ordinate the 
implementation of the policy over a four year period. Role included implementing specific projects and being the 
point of liaison between the media, government and industry,  

National Parks: To create new National Parks and Reserves, reinstatement of a number of reserves and the 
employment of up to 130 mill workers.  

Communication Plan: To prepare information kits, briefing programs and newspaper inserts to ensure a positive 
consistent message was delivered promptly and accurately.  

Furniture Promotion Fund: Interstate and overseas promotion of WA timber furniture. 

The attached table details the responsible agencies and funding allocated to each program.  [See paper 3020.] 

STATE BUDGET - INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

2380. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Minister for Industry and Enterprise 

In reference to page 230 of Budget Paper No. 2, Vol. 3, ‘Service 2: Industry Development Services’, can the 
Minister advise why the funding appropriated for these services dropped from $17,521,000 appropriated in 
the 2006-2007 Budget to $15,815,000 in the 2007-2008 Budget? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

Response provided by the Minister for Industry and Enterprise: 

The funding appropriated for these services has decreased due to the following: 

Access 31 Funding Program completion      $300,000 
Retirement of Technology Park debt interest      $221,000 
Marine Industry Technology Park Management Completion    $150,000 
Finalisation of stage 1 assistance to Westpac Call Centre    $323,000 
Specialist Military Advisor completion      $66,000 
The balance of the reduction in estimated expenditure is related to movement in cash 
  balances and other accrual items such as resources received free of charge, 
  receivables, payables and superannuation       $646,000 

STATE BUDGET - CHILDREN AND YOUTH PORTFOLIO 

2383. Mr T.R. Sprigg to the Minister representing the Minister for Youth 

Please provide the detail of relevant itemised appropriations, as listed on page 1203 of Budget Paper No. 2, 
Vol. 3, for the 9 Major Initiatives for 2007-2008 Budget in relation to the Children and Youth portfolio. 

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 

The total appropriation for the Office for Children and Youth is $6.541M. Project costings are not 
'appropriations' and are determined by the agency in their operation planning processes. 

MENZIES POLICE STATION - STATISTICS 

2384. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

(1) What was the number of incidents recorded by the Menzies Police Station during the period May 2006 
to May 2007, and please indicate how many of these were -  
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(a) Priority One;  
(b) Priority Two; and 
(c) Priority Three?  

(2) For the same period, what number of speeding tickets were issued by officers working at the Menzies 
Police Station?  

(3) For the same period, what number of traffic accidents were attended by officers working at the Menzies 
Police Station?  

(4) For the same period, how many times were the police called (please provide details) to either the 
Tjuntjuntjara or Morapoi communities?  

(5) Were the police at Menzies required at any time to give police escort to ambulance officers, or involved 
in the transportation of patients to Kalgoorlie? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1) Total incidents 113 
Priority One incidents - 1 
Priority Two incidents - 7 
Priority Three incidents - 84  

(2) Menzies Police issued 494 including speeding tickets, cautions and contacts. 

(3) Menzies Police attended 7 traffic crashes; none of these were fatal crashes. 

(4) Menzies Police have never attended Tjuntjunjarra community; the community was transferred to the 
Shire of Laverton in late 2006. 

At present the population at the Morapoi community is approximately 15. 

In January 2007 a one off Aboriginal cultural event was held at Morapoi over at two week period. 
Approximately 250 to 300 people attended. 

Menzies Police attended to 3 tasks at the event, relating to alcohol abuse. 

(5) No Police escorts were conducted. However, Menzies Police staff are volunteers with the St John's 
Ambulance and as volunteers they have driven the ambulance or assisted the nursing sister on 20 
occasions. 

AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS IN SCHOOLS - SAFETY CONCERNS 

2385. Dr J.M. Woollard to the Minister for Education and Training 

In reference to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice No. 1723, regarding safety concerns about the 
installation of room airconditioning systems at State high schools, and the Minister’s reply dated 27 
February 2007, can the Minister advise - 

(a) what specific corrective action has been undertaken at Applecross Senior High School to 
rectify these safety concerns; 

(b) what has been done to investigate the extent to which these same problems may exist in other 
schools throughout the State; 

(c) when will the comprehensive response to the airconditioning issues, as intimated in the reply 
to question on notice No. 1723, be made available; 

(d) which schools were identified as having safety concerns relating to the installation of their air 
conditioners, and what has been done to rectify those concerns at each school; 

(e) from the schools identified in (d), what precautions has the Government put in place to ensure 
the safety of staff and students at all schools where room air conditioners have been installed 
out of reach; 

(f) if a comprehensive survey of all State schools has not been undertaken as promised, what has 
been the delay; 

(g) if only some schools have been inspected to date, which ones have been checked, and which 
schools are yet to be done;  

(h) what has been the delay, and what timeframe has been identified for all of those schools to be 
checked; 
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(i) what amount of money has been allocated in the 2007-2008 State Budget to complete this 
work; 

(j) what progress has been made in identifying who incorrectly installed these air conditioners; 
and 

(k) what is the estimated timeframe to complete the investigative checks and the remedial work for 
all schools to ensure that all required safety standards have been met? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(a) The air conditioning units at Applecross Senior High School have had their on/off controls 
relocated to make them more accessible. However, it should be noted that no Australian 
Standard or Building Code was contravened in the installation of these units. It should also be 
noted that the staff at the school had not expressed concerns about the controls of the units.  

(b) A number of schools of differing designs have been inspected to ascertain the number of 
similar air conditioning units in use. Based on this information it has been determined that 
there is a significant number of these units in older schools. One school with 12 units was 
critically examined for accessibility and ease of use. Staff interviewed did not express any 
concerns or safety issues with the controls.  

(c) A comprehensive response has been sent to the member of the public who originally 
complained about the air conditioning units at Applecross Senior High School. Department 
officers have also been in contact with this person to discuss his concerns.  

(d) None of the schools inspected was identified as having safety issues with the air conditioners 
and staff did not raise any concerns regarding their safety or accessibility to the controls. 

(e) With respect to the schools inspected, it was determined that no action was required as the air 
conditioner controls were found to be accessible to all staff. Notwithstanding this in any 
situation where a staff member cannot reach air conditioner controls, or any other switches etc, 
standard work safe practices should be followed. In this context, an appropriate ladder or steps 
should be used, or the assistance of another staff member obtained. 

(f) A comprehensive survey of all public schools is unwarranted as the Department has not 
received any complaints from staff regarding access to air conditioner controls. The only 
complaint received was in respect to Applecross Senior High School and was from a visiting 
member of the public, not a staff member.  

(g)-(h) Refer to answer to 'f' above. 

(i) As a comprehensive survey is not warranted, no specific funding has been identified or set 
aside for this purpose. 

(j) No Australian Standard or Building Code has been contravened and all electrical wiring 
complies with Australian Standard 3000. As such, the Department does not consider that any 
air conditioning unit has been incorrectly installed.  

(k) Any further investigations will be carried out in response to formal complaints received by the 
Department from school staff. If a complaint is received, the Department of Housing and 
Works will carry out an inspection and take any corrective action required. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 

2386. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Premier; Minister for Federal-State Relations; Trade; Innovation; Science; 
Public Sector Management 

For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day to day 
costs such as system maintenance and licence fees. Across all agencies expenditure would have been in excess of 
$10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 
Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General Department of the Premier and Cabinet as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any 
decision to upgrade or replace corporate service systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers cannot be 
directly compared.  
Department of the Premier and Cabinet advises: 

(a)-(c) Nil 
(d) $4,023.25 
(e)-(f) Nil 
(g) $1,091.48 
(h) $2,641.10 
(i) Nil 

Department of Industry and Resources: 
Please refer to question on notice 2387. 

Office of the Public Sector Standard Commissioner advises: 
(a)-(i) Department of the Premier and Cabinet provide systems for finance, payroll and human 

resources. Therefore there has been no expenditure on software in these packages during the 
times indicated from the Office of the Public Sector Standard Commissioner. 

Governor's Establishment advises: 
(a)-(i) Not applicable to Governor's Establishment. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 

2387. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Deputy Premier; Treasurer; Minister for State Development 
For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 
The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day to 
day costs such as system maintenance and licence fees.Across all agencies expenditure would have been in 
excess of $10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 
Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General DPC as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any decision to upgrade or replace 
corporate service systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers can not be directly compared.  
Economic Regulation Authority 

(a)-(e)  Nil 
(f) $12,209.00 
(g) $2,571.00 
(h) $ 1,135.00 
(i) Nil 

Office of Native Title 
(a)-(i)  Nil 
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Office of the Auditor General 

Software Software New software  Total 
upgrades licence renewals packages 

a 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003 $33,976.40 $13,446.07 $82,525.00 $129,947.47 
b 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003  $3,654.07  $3,654.07 
c 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004  $6,407.18  $6,407.18 
d 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004  $6,407.17  $6,407.17 
e 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005  $6,727.54  $6,727.54 
f 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005  $6,727.53  $6,727.53 
g 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006  $7,063.91  $7,063.91 
h 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006  $7,063.91  $7,063.91 
i 1 January 2007 - to date 2007  $7,346.56  $7,346.56 

$33,976.40 $64,843.94 $82,525.00 $181,345.34 

Other Comments 

The Office of the Auditor General was granted exemption from inclusion in the amalgamation of corporate 
support functions and hence manages its own finance, payroll and human resources systems, either in-house 
(SmartStream FMIS) or as a managed service (Talent 2 HRMIS). 

As the Talent2 Human Resource Management Information System is delivered as a service it does not attract any 
annual software licence renewal costs. The OAG pays a fortnightly processing cost to utilise this service.   

State Supply Commission 

(a)-(i)  Nil return. 

Western Australian Treasury Corporation 

(a) $66,448 
(b) $59,895 
(c) $55,242 
(d) $0 
(e) $49,500 
(f) $74,588 
(g) $6,050 
(h) $17,842 
(i) $10,708 

Department of Industry and Resources 

(a) $103,308.85 
(b) $11,617.00 
(c) $134,464.53 
(d) Nil 
(e) $65,349.75 
(f) $19,080.00 
(g) $1,650.00 
(h) $19,283.96 
(i) $3,946.25 

Department of Treasury and Finance  

In November 2006, the Expenditure Review Committee made a decision to transfer the Office of Shared 
Services (OSS) from the Department of the Premier and Cabinet (DPC) to the Department of Treasury and 
Finance (DTF) as a separate business. The transfer of employing authority became effective from 1 
January 2007. 

(a) Nil. 
(b) $10,831 on software licence renewals. 
(c) $25,000 on software upgrades. 
(d) $11,373 on software licence renewals. 
(e) Nil. 
(f) $11,941 on software licence renewals and $6,539,302(1) on new software packages. 
(g) $14,960,480(1) on software licence renewals and $9,477,523(1) on new software packages. 
(h) $12,419 on software licence renewals and $4,755,278(1) on new software packages. 
(i) $5,999,492(2) on new software package purchases by the OSS.   
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(1) Figures represent expenditure by OSS while operating as a unit within DPC. 
(2) Expenditure by OSS since transferring to DTF, effective 1 January 2007.  

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 
2388. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Agriculture and Food; 

Forestry; the Mid West and Wheatbelt; Great Southern 
For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 

Mr M.P. WHITELY replied: 
The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day to day 
costs such as system maintenance and licence fees. Across all agencies expenditure would have been in excess of 
$10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 
Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General DPC as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any decision to upgrade or replace 
corporate service systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers cannot be directly compared.  
Department of Agriculture and Food 

(a) $86,584 
(b) $222,614 
(c) $35,897 
(d) $152,186 
(e) $7,247 
(f) $141,207 
(g) $18,842 
(h) $56,000 
(i) $127,957 

Forest Products Commission 
(a) Nil 
(b) $3,916 
(c) $3,916 
(d) $9,688 
(e) $2,685 
(f) Nil 
(g) $11,896 
(h) Nil 
(i) $32,630 

Note: A significant proportion of human resources and all of payroll services are provided to the FPC by the 
Department of Environment and Conservation under a service level agreement. 
Mid West Development Commission 

(a)  Nil 
(b)  $3,970.86 
(c)  Nil 
(d)  $4,169.30 
(e)  Nil 
(f)  $4,377.84 
(g)  Nil 
(h)  $4,596.50 
(i)  Nil 
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Wheatbelt Development Commission 

(a)-(i)  Nil 

Great Southern Development Commission 

(a) $2080 
(b)-(i)  Nil 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 

2389. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister representing the Minister for Local Government; Racing and Gaming; 
Multicultural Interests and Citizenship; Government Enterprises; Minister Assisting the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure; Goldfields-Esperance; Youth 

For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 

The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day to day 
costs such as system maintenance and licence fees. Across all agencies expenditure would have been in excess of 
$10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 

Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General DPC as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any decision to upgrade or replace 
corporate service systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers cannot be directly compared. 

Department of Local Government and Regional Development  

(a)-(i)  Nil 

Insurance Commission of Western Australia: 

(a)-(i):  In respect of finance, payroll and human resources systems, the Insurance Commission of Western 
Australia has made the following payments for new software licences, licence renewals and software 
maintenance:- 

Date Application Purpose Cost 

1/1/2003 - 31/12/2003 Talent2 Human Resource System Annual software maintenance $29,331 

1/1/2003 - 31/12/2003 Masterpiece General ledger System Annual software maintenance  $46,989 

1/1/2004 - 31/12/2004 Talent2 Human Resource System Annual software maintenance $42,264 

1/1/2004 - 31/12/2004 Masterpiece General Ledger System Annual software maintenance  $46,989 

1/1/2005 - 30/6/2005 Oracle e-Business Financial Accounting 
System 

Initial software purchase $139,859 

1/1/2005 - 30/6/2005 Oracle e-Business Financial Accounting 
System 

Annual software maintenance $45,227 

1/1/2005 - 30/6/2005 Talent2 Human Resource System Annual software maintenance $43,236 

1/7/2005 - 31/12/2005 Masterpiece General ledger System Software licence upgrade $145,412 

1/7/2005 - 31/12/2005 Masterpiece General ledger System Software maintenance 
to 29/9/2008 

$29,082 

1/7/2005 - 31/12/2005 Oracle e-Business Financial Accounting 
System 

Software licence upgrade $39,627 

Date Application Purpose Cost 
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1/1/2006 - 30/6/2006 Oracle e-Business Financial Accounting 
System 

Annual software maintenance $46,605 

1/1/2006 - 30/6/2006 Talent2 Human Resource System Annual software maintenance $44,533 

1/1/2007 - 22/6/2007 Oracle e-Business Financial Accounting 
System 

Annual software maintenance $40,903 

1/1/2007 - 22/6/2007 Talent2 Human Resource System Annual software maintenance $46,003 

This does not include associated labour costs. 

Lotterywest 

(a)-(g) Nil 
(h) Human Resource and Payroll - $20,000.00 
(i) Nil 

Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission 

(a)-(g) Nil 
(h) $6831 Financial system upgrade 
(i) Nil 

Office of Multicultural Interests 

The response will be forthcoming from the Minister for Public Sector Management. 

Youth 

(a)-(i)  The Office for Children and Youth has incurred no direct costs associated with the specified 
software upgrades, licences or new packages. The Office for Children and Youth utilises the 
Department for Child Protection's human resource and finance systems, and any related costs 
were supplied in their response to this question. 

Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor 

(a) $221,498 (whole of year 1/7/2002-30/6/03 figure only available) 
(b) $115,630 
(c) $88,519 
(d) $69,293 
(e) $68,980 
(f) $71,366 
(g) $71,048 
(h) $79,150 
(i) $96,044 

Burswood Park Board 

(a) Nil 
(b) $655 
(c) $982 
(d) Nil 
(e) Nil 
(f) Nil 
(g) Nil 
(h) $518 
(i) Nil 

Western Australian Greyhound Racing Association 

(a) $3,350 
(b) $3,495 
(c) $3,560 
(d) $4,230 
(e) $4,372 
(f) $4,526 
(g) $4,572 
(h) $4,732 
(i) $4,778 

Gold Corporation of WA 
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Costs include GST: 

(a) Nil 

(b) Payroll software maintenance - $7,244 

(c) ERP (incl Finance) software purchase - $338,987 
HR System maintenance - $2,750 

(d) ERP (incl Finance) software maintenance - $92,826 
Payroll software maintenance - $7,244 
HR System maintenance - $8,250 

(e) ERP (incl Finance) software maintenance - $94,950 
ERP (incl Finance) software purchase (additional module) - $9,832 
HR System maintenance - $4,125 

(f) Payroll software maintenance - $3,058 

(g) Payroll software maintenance - $5,010 
ERP (incl Finance) software maintenance - $96,011 
ERP (incl Finance) software purchase (additional module) - $7,865 

(h) HR software purchase - $16,354 

(i) ERP (incl Finance) software maintenance - $101,345 
Payroll software maintenance - $5,858 

Department for Planning and Infrastructure 

The response will be forthcoming from the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

Government Employees Superannuation Board 

(a) Nil  
(b) $26,208 
(c) $446,532 
(d) $26,208 
(e) $160,395 
(f) $28,628 
(g) $28,208 
(h) $81,062 
(i) $200,025 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 

2390. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services; Community Safety; Water 
Resources; Sport and Recreation 

For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day to day 
costs such as system maintenance and licence fees. Across all agencies expenditure would have been in excess of 
$10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 

Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General DPC as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any decision to upgrade or replace 
corporate service systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers cannot be directly compared.  
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Office of Crime Prevention 

For the period from 1 January 2003 to date finance, payroll and human resources systems functions for the 
Office of Crime Prevention have been carried out by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet or the WA 
Police. The reports from those agencies for the periods listed in (a) to (i) above will be inclusive of the Office of 
Crime Prevention. DPC will cover 1 January 2003 to 30 June 2006 and WA Police will cover from 1 July 2006. 

Office of Road Safety 

The Office of Road Safety is part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet (DPC) for all administrative 
issues. 

As such, the Office of Road Safety's response to this question will be included as part of the DPC response. 

WA Police 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003 - $ 370,026.25  
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003 - $ 174,449.66 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004 - $ 605,508.28 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004 - $ 17,564.64 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005 - $ 433,994.84  
(f)  1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005 - $ 110,740.15 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006 - $ 451,811.08 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006  - $ 0.00 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007 - $ 518,730.01 

Fire and Emergency Services Superannuation Board  

(a)-(i)  Nil 

Department of Water 

(a) $131,880.38  
(b) $ Nil 
(c) $ 22,503.38  
(d) $ 6,181.13  
(e) $153,797.47  
(f) $ 23,109.72  
(g) $181,493.40  
(h) $ Nil  
(i) $ 39,018.00 (to date) 

WA Sports Centre Trust  

(a)  $11,398.50 
(b)  Nil 
(c)  $11,398.50 
(d)  Nil 
(e)  $11.398.50 
(f)  Nil 
(g)  $12,889.55 
(h)  Nil  
(i)  $13,852.11 

Fire and Emergency Services Authority 

 Software 
Upgrades 

Software Licence 
Renewals* 

New Software 
Packages 

(a)  1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; - -  

(b)  1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; - $59,624 - 

(c)  1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; - - - 

(d)  1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; - $69,747 - 

(e)  1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; - - - 

(f)  1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; - $63,896 - 

 Software 
Upgrades 

Software Licence 
Renewals* 

New Software 
Packages 
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(g)  1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; - - - 

(h)  1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006;  - $75,314 - 

(i)  1 January 2007 - to date 2007 - - - 

* These represent the annual maintenance costs and charges for existing software. The maintenance charges are 
structured to include minor software upgrades.  There are no additional costs. 

Aqwest 

(a)  $4,021.97 
(b)  $43,089.20 
(c)  $18,154.97 
(d)  $60,195.22 
(e)  $44,785.44 
(f)  $52,607.12 
(g)  $16,806.05 
(h)  $77,328.51 
(i)  $1,349.53 

Department of Sport and Recreation 
Finance System Upgrades Licence Renewals New Packages Total  

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003        -   
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003    1,316.00     1,316.00  

(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004  29,803.08       29,803.08  

(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004    28,622.64     28,622.64  

(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005    1,409.70     1,409.70  

(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005        -   

(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006    20,847.00     20,847.00  

(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006    23,132.00     23,132.00  

(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007        -   

Totals:  29,803.08   75,327.34   105,130.42  

Payroll and HR System Upgrades Licence Renewals New Packages Total  

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003        -   
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003      29,053.75   29,053.75  
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004      29,920.00   29,920.00  
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004  2,506.35       2,506.35  
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005        -   
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005        -   
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006        -   
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006 40.43      40.43   
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007 188.05      188.05   

Totals:  2,734.83     58,973.75   61,708.58 
  

Water Corporation 

(a) Software upgrades Nil  
Software licence renewals  $323,147  
New software packages Nil 
Total  $323,147 

(b) Software upgrades  Nil  
Software licence renewals  $91,801   
New software packages Nil  
Total  $91,801 

(c) Software upgrades  Nil 
Software licence renewals $205,860 
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New software packages $ 31,936  
Total  $237,796 

(d) Software upgrades  Nil  
Software licence renewals $208,892 
New software packages $380,128  
Total  $589,020  

(e) Software upgrades  $ 416,718  
Software licence renewals $ 231,497  
New software packages $ 651,553  
Total  $1,299,768 

(f) Software upgrades  Nil  
Software licence renewals $247,105  
New software packages $201,501  
Total  $448,606 

(g) Software upgrades  Nil  
Software licence renewals $253,490  
New software packages $423,482  
Total  $676,972 

(h) Software upgrades  $ 99,250  
Software licence renewals $265,910  
New software credit adjustment ($ 22,445)  
Total  $342,715 

(i) Software Upgrades $215,143  
Software licence renewals $308,826  
New software packages  Nil 
Total  $523,969 

WA Institute of Sport 

(a) $4K 
(b) $4K 
(c) $8K 
(d) $3K 
(e) $1K 
(f) $0K 
(g) $1K 
(h) $0K 
(i) $4K 

Busselton Water 

Software Enhancements -       

Year Operating Capital  Total Expenditure Jan - June July - Dec 
2003 5,568   175,000   180,568    5,568   175,000  
2004 8,063   -   8,063    8,063   24,258  
2005 4,639   23,005   27,644    3,386   31,110  
2006 45,110     45,110    14,000   38,763  
2007 50,463     50,463    11,700   -  
Total 113,843   198,005   311,848    42,717   269,131  

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 

2391. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Attorney General; Health; Electoral Affairs 

For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
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(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

The costs provided in this response include the software component of the key finance, payroll and human 
resource systems provided by the Department of the Attorney General to the following agencies: 

Department of Corrective Services; 
Director of Public Prosecutions; 
Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission;  
Law Reform Commission; 
Equal Opportunity Commission; 
Office of the Information Commissioner; 
Legal Costs Committee; and 
Professional Standards Council. 

(a) $323,870 
(b) $380,943 
(c) $273,310 
(d) $440,038 
(e) $78,985 
(f) $452,708 
(g) $209,005 
(h) $156,260 
(i) $350,634 . 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

    $ 
(a) 417,613.35 
(b) 897,071.38 
(c) 328,920.62 
(d) 940,839.18 
(e) 989,800.74 
(f) 622,592.64 
(g) 1,117,749.37 
(h) 936,722.86 
(i) 381,703.01 

LEGAL AID WA 

(a) $25,156.17 
(b) $86,578.38 
(c) $2,442.00 
(d) $25,810.24 
(e) $3,808.86 
(f) $29,534.13 
(g) $7,500.00 
(h) $35,569.91 and 
(i) $317.40 

In addition to the above figures, Legal Aid also pays a fee to our HRMIS provider on a fortnightly 
basis. The fee is for the provision of services under a "Application Service Provider" arrangement. This 
service level provides Legal Aid to access to the HRMIS, the information technology infrastructure and 
support services necessary to deliver it. This includes ongoing support, maintenance and upgrades to the 
application.  

The fee is calculated on the number of employees paid within a pay period, as outlined GITC3 Head 
Agreement (Common Use Contract for HRMIS). 

(a) NIL 
(b) NIL 
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(c) $16413.00 
(d) $17059.20 
(e) $16078.29 
(f) $15226.13 
(g) $19086.80 
(h) $18499.16 
(i) $21091.14 

OFFICE OF HEALTH REVIEW 

(a)-(i)  Nil. 

SOLICITOR GENERAL 

(a)-(i)  Nil. 

W.A. ELECTORAL COMMISSION 

HR/Payroll Finance 

(a) Nil  (a)-(i) Nil 
(b) $18,000 *  
(c) $44,000 *  
(d) $14,000 *  
(e) Nil  
(f) Nil  
(g) Nil  
(h) Nil  
(i) Nil  

* Initial take up of Concept from Fujitsu. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 

2392. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Employment Protection; Housing and Works; Indigenous Affairs; 
Heritage; Land Information 

For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 

The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day to day 
costs such as system maintenance and licence fees. Across all agencies expenditure would have been in excess of 
$10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 

Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General DPC as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any decision to upgrade or replace 
corporate service systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers cannot be directly compared.  

The Department of Consumer and Employment Protection (DOCEP) advises: 

(a) $54,239.20 (Excluding GST) 
(b) Nil 
(c) $56,951.17 (Excluding GST) 
(d) Nil 
(e) $59,229.21 (Excluding GST) 
(f) Nil 
(g) $6,536.31 (Excluding GST) 
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(h) Nil 
(i) $30,573.64 (Excluding GST) 

WorkCover advises: 

(a) $22,145.20 
(b) Nil 
(c) $23,252.53 
(d) Nil 
(e) $24,182.55 
(f) Nil 
(g) $8,427.47 
(h) Nil 
(i) $24,182.54 

Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission advises: 

(a)-(i)  Nil 

Construction Industry Long Service Leave Payments Board advises: 

(a) Nil 
(b) $549.00 
(c) Nil 
(d) $499.00 
(e) Nil 
(f) $529.00 
(g) Nil 
(h) $529.00 
(i) $747.00 

Department of Housing and Works advises: 

The Department has spent the following on software maintenance to GEAC for maintenance on its finance 
system (Smartstream) and the Sybase database over the periods: 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003  Nil 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003   $91,131.91 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004   Nil 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004   $141,206.03 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005   $47,455.39 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005   $195,496.03 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006   Nil 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006   $202,203.32 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007   Nil 

The Department has spent the following on the new Talent 2 human resource software package over the periods 
indicated: 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003  Nil 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003   Nil 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004   Nil 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004   Nil 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005   Nil 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005   Nil 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006   Nil 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006   Nil 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007  $130,040.63 

Department of Indigenous Affairs advises: 

(a) $61,389.86 
(b) $33,680.63 
(c) $18,260.00 
(d) $1,113.75 
(e) $53,603.01 
(f) $462.00 
(g) $6,215.99 
(h) $2,431.00 
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(i) $44,588.50 

Heritage Council of WA advises: 

(a) Nil 
(b) Nil 
(c) Nil 
(d) $100.00 
(e) $200.00 
(f) Nil 
(g) Nil 
(h) Nil 
(i) Nil 

National Trust of Australia (WA) advises: 

During the periods in question the National Trust of Australia (WA) has spent a total of $90,473.20 in annual 
licence fees for financial services software. There has been no expenditure for HR or payroll software. The 
details of annual expenditure are provided in the attached table.  [See paper 3021.] 

Landgate advises: 

(a) $1,317,063 
(b) $534,512 
(c) $658,274 
(d) $395,150 
(e) $122,421 
(f) $99,790 
(g) $304,640 
(h) $279,611 
(i) $422,739 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 

2393. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day to day 
costs such as system maintenance and licence fees. Across all agencies expenditure would have been in excess of 
$10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 

Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General DPC as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any decision to upgrade or replace 
corporate service systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers cannot be directly compared.  

Albany Port Authority 

(a) $6,842  
(b) Nil  
(c) $7,282  
(d) $29,302.76  
(e) $10,230  
(f) Nil  
(g) $4,730  
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(h) $12,182.84  
(i) Nil  

Armadale Redevelopment Authority 

These types of costs are not proportioned back to ARA from LandCorp, consequently there are no costs for 
ARA. 

Broome Port Authority  

(a) $0 
(b) $24 
(c) $955 
(d) $0 
(e) $1,077 
(f) $80 
(g) $2,035 
(h) $1,793 
(i) $65,122 

Bunbury Port Authority 

(a) Nil 
(b) $10,960 
(c) $8,208 
(d) $15,860 
(e) Nil 
(f) $14,660 
(g) Nil 
(h) $16,350 
(i) Nil 

Dampier Port Authority 

(a) $1,000 (MYOB licence) 
(b) Nil 
(c) $1,000 (MYOB licence) 
(d) Nil 
(e) $9,873 (RecFind Licence $8,873 and MYOB Licence $1,000) 
(f) Nil 
(g) $7,874 (Licence for two years RecFind) 
(h) $44,852 (Financial Package Upgrade (Tech One))  
(i) $45,878 (Financial Package Upgrade (Tech One) $45,829 and MYOB licence $49) 

DPI  

The responses provided below cover both the Department for Planning and Infrastructure (DPI) and the Western 
Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) as the work of the WAPC is performed by DPI staff.  

The responses depict annual rather than six monthly figures as this more accurately reflects agency reporting and 
the way in which licences etc fall due. 

The responses relate solely to finance systems costs. The DPI and the WAPC do not own licences for payroll 
(and HR) systems but, instead, utilise the services of an ASP (Application Service Provider). This entails the 
agency paying a fee per employee per payroll rather than paying for upgrades, renewals or new software. 

(a)-(b)  $45,698 
(c)-(d) $79,102 
(e)-(f)  $38,253 
(g)-(h)   $1,051 
(i) $1,093 

East Perth Redevelopment Authority 

(a) $2,200 
(b) $2,200 
(c) $2,200 
(d) $2,200 
(e) $2,200 
(f) $2,200 
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(g) $2,750 
(h) $3,025 
(i) $3,025 

Eastern Goldfields Transport Board 
(a) Nil 
(b) $399 
(c) Nil 
(d) $399 
(e) Nil 
(f) $399 
(g) Nil 
(h) $399 
(i) Nil 

Esperance Port Authority 
(a) Nil 
(b) $9,000 (software licence renewals) 
(c) Nil 
(d) $9,450 (software licence renewals) 
(e) $5,000 (new Human Resources software) 
(f) $11,990 (software licence renewals) 
(g) Nil 
(h) $13,455 (software licence renewals) 
(i) Nil 

Fremantle Port Authority 
(a) $47,436 
(b) $0 
(c) $84,001 
(d) $37,642 
(e) $170,583 
(f) $166,540 
(g) $264,375 
(h) $48,383 
(i) $155,123 

Geraldton Port Authority 
(a) $2,338 
(b) $2,675 
(c) $616 
(d) Nil 
(e) $99,706 
(f) Nil 
(g) Nil 
(h) $10,680 
(i) Nil 

LandCorp 
(a) $91,300 
(b) $131,300 
(c) $101,300 
(d) $51,300 
(e) $77,300 
(f) $69,300 
(g) $52,300 
(h) $52,300 
(i) $52,300 

Note: this includes maintenance/licence for Oracle Financials and LandInfo (custom application running on 
Oracle database) 

Main Roads 
(a) $26,739.46 
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(b) $25,484.89 (Includes $18,218.89 for services to implement software) 
(c) $28,357.69 (Includes $923 for services to implement software) 
(d) $150,571 
(e) $41,525.20 
(f) Nil 
(g) $42,812.25 
(h) $82,576 
(i) $109,298.67 (Includes $54,931.96 committed payment i.e. not yet paid) 

Midland Redevelopment Authority 
(a) Nil 
(b) $3,000 (New software - Realtime) 
(c) Nil 
(d) Nil 
(e) Nil 
(f) $1,500 (software licence upgrade and renewal - Realtime) 
(g) Nil 
(h) Nil 
(i) $42,950 (new software - Greentree) 

Port Hedland Port Authority  
(a) Nil 
(b) $59,150.32 
(c) $13,667.50 
(d) $412.50 
(e) $15,317.50 
(f) $5,816.14 
(g) $22,521.59 
(h) Nil 
(i) $16,775.00 

Public Transport Authority 
(a) $47,652.23 
(b) $57,068.84 
(c) $596,729.50 
(d) $43,616.01 
(e) $19,853.01 
(f) $48,419.79 
(g) $19,355.58 
(h) $99,624.69 
(i) $36,548.39 

Note: Payroll/Human Resources processing utilises the Concept System for which a rental fee is paid to the 
Systems Vendor. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 

2394. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Disability Services; Tourism; Culture and the Arts; Consumer 
Protection 

For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 



3982 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 14 August 2007] 

 

The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day to day 
costs such as system maintenance and license fees. Across all agencies expenditure would have been in excess of 
$10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 

Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General DPC as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any decision to upgrade or replace 
corporate service systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers cannot be directly compared. 

Disability Services Commission 

(a) $281 513 
(b) $153 070 
(c) $142 555 
(d) $143 903 
(e) $104 114 
(f) $76 648 
(g) $339 467 
(h) $129 557 
(i) $106 663 

Rottnest Island Authority 

(a)  $24,786.91 
(b)  $13,296.62 
(c)  $10,994.22 
(d)  $5,204.22 
(e)  $23,182.22 
(f)  $6,976.20 
(g)  $23,404.20 
(h)  $12,080.10 
(i)  $17,589.54 

Tourism Western Australia 

(a)  $0 
(b)  $39,589 
(c)  $0 
(d)  $0 
(e)  $0 
(f)  $0 
(g)  $13,156 
(h)  $0 
(i)  $0 

The Department of Culture and the Arts 

(a)  $151 291 
(b)  $242 299 
(c)  Nil 
(d)  Nil 
(e)  $51 508 
(f)  $40 989 
(g)  $42 890 
(h)  $13 964 
(i) Nil  

The Department of Consumer and Employment Protection (DOCEP) 

(a)  $54,239.20 (Excluding GST) 
(b)  Nil 
(c)  $56,951.17 (Excluding GST) 
(d)  Nil 
(e)  $59,229.21 (Excluding GST) 
(f)  Nil 
(g)  $6,536.31 (Excluding GST) 
(h)  Nil 
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(i)  $30,573.64 (Excluding GST) 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 

2395. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Education and Training; South West 

For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day to day 
costs such as system maintenance and licence fees. Across all agencies expenditure would have been in excess of 
$10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 

Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General DPC as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any decision to upgrade or replace 
corporate service systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers cannot be directly compared. 

Department of Education Services 

(a)-(d) Nil 
(e) Oracle licences for finance, payroll and human resources systems $10,046.30 
(f)-(i) Nil 

Curriculum Council 

(a)-(d) Nil 
(e) $10,046.30 on new Oracle licences for finance, payroll and human resource systems. 
(f)-(i) Nil 

Department of Education and Training 

The following information is provided in relation to the Department of Education and Training and the ten 
TAFEWA Colleges: 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003;   $3 790 396 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003;  $2 685 023 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004;   $1 266 461 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004;  $ 980 767 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005;   $1 247 874 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005;  $ 537 360 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006;   $1 172 821 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006;  $ 587 690  
(i) 1 January 2007 - 30 June 2007  $ 714 968 

South West Development Commission 

(a) Nil 
(b) $22 760 
(c) $10 792 
(d) Nil 
(e) $3 826 
(f) Nil 
(g) $5 552 
(h) Nil 
(i) $5 100 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 
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2396. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Energy; Resources; Industry and Enterprise 

For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
The Minister for Energy; Resources; Industry and Enterprise has been provided with the following response: 
The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day to day 
costs such as system maintenance and licence fees. Across all agencies expenditure would have been in excess of 
$10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 

Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General DPC as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any decision to upgrade or replace 
corporate services systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers cannot be directly compared.  

MERIWA 

(a)-(e) Nil 
(f) $758.18 [MYOB software purchased 15/09/05] 
(g)-(i) Nil 

Department of Industry and Resources 

Please refer to question on notice 2387. 

Independent Market Operator  

(a)-(i) Nil 

Western Power 
The following figures for the time before the disaggregation of the old Western Power Corporation on 1 
April 2006 are also relevant for the sections of Western Power Corporation that became the new businesses 
Synergy, Horizon Power and Verve Energy. The figures from 1 April 2006 to date are relevant for the new 
Western Power only. However Western Power provides Finance, Payroll and Human Resources services to 
Synergy Energy, Verve Energy and Horizon Power through a shared services agreement. 

(a) $19,221 
(b) $582,326 
(c) $156,041 
(d) $715,891 
(e) $163,100 
(f) $310,459 
(g) $393,158 ($84,073 between 1 January-31 March and $309,085 between 1 April-30 June 2006) 
(h) $885,847 
(i) $740,895 

Verve Energy 

(a)-(f) Not applicable, as Verve Energy had not been created. 

(g) 1 January 2006-31 March 2006, not applicable, as Verve Energy had not been created. 
1 April 2006-30 June 2006: See below 

(h)-(i) Finance, Payroll and Human Resources systems are provided to Verve Energy in Ellipse. 
Ellipse is maintained and run by Western Power IT&T and provided to Verve Energy through 
a shared services agreement.  
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Licence costs, upgrade costs, operating and support costs, which include the mainframe 
computer, are charged to Verve Energy on the basis of system usage. As such it is not possible 
to separately identify licence or licence renewals for any of the periods listed.  

There have been no new software packages purchased for these functions. 
Synergy Energy 

(a)-(f) Synergy was established on 1 April 2006. All relevant costs to this date were borne to this 
date.  

(g) From 1 April to 30 June 2006, Synergy spent $13 340 
(h) $21 475 
(i) $62 232 

Horizon Power 

(a)-(f) Horizon Power was created on 1 April 2006 (hence no expenditure during these periods) 
(g) $14 596 
(h) $43 400 
(i) $56 257 

Office of Energy 

(a)-(e)  Nil. 
(f) $28 620 
(g) Nil. 
(h) $7 345 
(i) Nil. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 

2397. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister representing the Minister for Regional Development; Fisheries; the 
Kimberley, Pilbara and Gascoyne 

For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day to day 
costs such as system maintenance and licence fees. Across all agencies expenditure would have been in excess of 
$10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 
Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General DPC as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any decision to upgrade or replace 
corporate service systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers cannot be directly compared.  

For the Department of Fisheries: 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003 - nil 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003 - $29,964.90 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004 - nil 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004 - nil 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005 - $31,463.15 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005 - nil 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006 - $33,036.31 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006 - nil 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007 - nil 
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All past expenditure at the Department of Fisheries was for annual software licence and support fees paid to 
Geac Computers for use of the Smartstream accounting software.  

While the Department will retain this software for some years, so it can extract any historical accounts data it 
may require from time to time, there should be no further payments to Geac Computers as the Office of Shared 
Services is now providing a replacement accounting solution. 

For the Department of Local Government and Regional Development; the Kimberley, Pilbara and Gascoyne 
Development Commissions: 

(a)-(i)  Nil 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 

2398. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for Corrective Services; Small Business; Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Federal-State Relations 

For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK replied: 

Department of Corrective Services 
(a)-(i) The Department of the Attorney General provides finance, payroll and human resources 

services to a number of independent agencies, including the Department of Corrective 
Services. 

All expenditure on software upgrades, software licence renewals and new software packages in 
relation to the services provided to the Department of Corrective Services by the Department 
of the Attorney General are included in the Attorney General's response to Parliamentary 
Question Number 2391.  

SBDC 
(a)-(i) January 2003, the Small Business Development Corporation has not spent any funds on 

software upgrades, software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll or 
human resource systems. 

Office of the Inspector of Custodial Services 
(a)-(i) January 2003, the Office of the Inspector of Custodial Services has not spent any funds on 

software upgrades, software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll or 
human resource systems. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 

2399. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister for the Environment; Climate Change; Peel 
For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 
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Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 

The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day to day 
costs such as system maintenance and licence fees. Across all agencies expenditure would have been in excess of 
$10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 

Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General DPC as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any decision to upgrade or replace 
corporate service systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers cannot be directly compared.  

Peel Development Commission 

(a) Nil 
(b) $1 016.40 
(c) $586.61 
(d) $9 258.62 
(e) $1 499.33 
(f) $3 923.22 
(g) $22 616.92 
(h) $1 381.38 
(i) $1 712.06  

Department of Environment and Conservation & Swan River Trust 

(a) Nil 
(b) $7 867.75 
(c) $1 155.00 
(d) $120 050.16 
(e) $81 665.31 
(f) $4 415.96 
(g) $6 160.00 
(h) $11 979.29 
(i) Nil 

The responses to questions (a) to (g) relate to the former Department of Conservation and Land Management 
(CALM) only, the response to (h) relates to the former CALM part of the Department of Environment and 
Conservation (DEC), and the response to (i) relates to DEC including services to the Swan River Trust. DEC is 
unable to provide information relating to the former Department of Environment and the Swan River Trust prior 
to 1 January 2007 as these agencies initially had an integrated service with the Water and Rivers Commission 
and then received a bureau service from the Department of Water from 1 July 2006 to 31 December 2006. 

Zoological Parks Authority 

(a) $14 383.08 
(b) $3 079.48 
(c) $5 691.09 
(d) $4 256.46 
(e) $5 015.18 
(f) $1 063.84 
(g) $5 177.49 
(h) $2 224.06 
(i) $4 164.96 

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority 

(a) $1 540.00 
(b) $0 
(c) $418.66 
(d) $654.50 
(e) $995.93 
(f) $1631.69 
(g) $905.50 
(h) $920.00 
(i) $4 694.34 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - SOFTWARE - EXPENDITURE 

2400. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Minister representing the Minister for Child Protection; Communities; Women's 
Interests; Seniors and Volunteering 

For each agency or department under the Minister’s control, how much has been spent on software upgrades, 
software licence renewals or new software packages for finance, payroll and human resources systems during the 
following periods - 

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 
(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 
(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004; 
(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004; 
(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005; 
(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005; 
(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006; 
(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006; and 
(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 

The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day to day 
costs such as system maintenance and licence fees. Across all agencies expenditure would have been in excess of 
$10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 

Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General DPC as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any decision to upgrade or replace 
corporate service systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers cannot be directly compared.  

(a) 1 January 2003 - 30 June 2003; 

Finance software upgrades - nil, Finance software licence renewals - $28 896, new Finance 
systems - nil. 

Human Resource software upgrades - nil, Human Resource software licence renewals - 
$154 356, new Human Resource systems - nil. 

(b) 1 July 2003 - 31 December 2003; 

Finance software upgrades - nil, Finance software licence renewals - $29 705, new Finance 
systems - nil. 

Human Resource software upgrades - nil, Human Resource software licence renewals - 
$153 120, new Human Resource systems - nil. 

(c) 1 January 2004 - 30 June 2004 

Finance software upgrades - $9 833, Finance software licence renewals - $29 705, new 
Finance systems - nil. 

Human Resource software upgrades - nil, Human Resource software licence renewals - 
$154 870, new Human Resource systems - nil. 

(d) 1 July 2004 - 31 December 2004 

Finance software upgrades - nil, Finance software licence renewals - $30 299, new Finance 
systems - nil. 

Human Resource software upgrades - nil, Human Resource software licence renewals - 
$157 443, new Human Resource systems - nil. 

(e) 1 January 2005 - 30 June 2005 

Finance software upgrades - nil, Finance software licence renewals - $30 299, new Finance 
systems - nil. 

Human Resource software upgrades - nil, Human Resource software licence renewals - 
$158 073, new Human Resource systems - nil. 

(f) 1 July 2005 - 31 December 2005 

Finance software upgrades - nil, Finance software licence renewals - $31 026, new Finance 
systems - nil. 
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Human Resource software upgrades - nil, Human Resource software licence renewals - 
$161 221, new Human Resource systems - nil. 

(g) 1 January 2006 - 30 June 2006 

Finance software upgrades - $3 524, Finance software licence renewals - $31 026, new 
Finance systems - nil. 

Human Resource software upgrades - nil, Human Resource software licence renewals - 
$171 369, new Human Resource systems - nil. 

(h) 1 July 2006 - 31 December 2006 

Finance software upgrades - nil, Finance software licence renewals - $62 968, new Finance 
systems - nil. 

Human Resource software upgrades - nil, Human Resource software licence renewals - 
$223 960, new Human Resource systems - nil. 

And 

(i) 1 January 2007 - to date 2007 

Finance software upgrades - nil, Finance software licence renewals - $62 968, new Finance 
systems - nil. 

Human Resource software upgrades - nil, Human Resource software licence renewals - 
$205 452, new Human Resource systems - nil. 

KALAMUNDA DISTRICT COMMUNITY HOSPITAL - BED NUMBERS 

2401. Mr J.H.D. Day to the Minister for Health 

With reference to Kalamunda District Community Hospital, I ask - 

(a) what is the current number of beds available for patients; and 

(b) for each Wednesday from 7 March 2007 - 

(i) what was the number of beds available; and 
(ii) what was the number of beds in use by patients? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

Note:  Available active multiday beds are overnight beds that are immediately available to be used by an 
admitted patient or resident if required. An available active sameday bed/chair is a bed/chair that is 
immediately available to be used by an admitted patient if required. A bed/chair is immediately 
available for use if it is located in a suitable place for care with nursing and auxiliary staff available 
within a reasonable period. 

(a) Kalamunda Hospital: 30 multiday beds and nil sameday beds/chairs as at 12 June 2007. 

Note: The same day beds in the Kalamunda Hospital's Day Procedures Unit are temporarily 
closed. When the theatres have been upgraded (expected completion October 2008), the same 
day beds will re-open. All Kalamunda surgery has been transferred to Swan District Hospital 
along with the associated staff.  

(b) (i) Number of available active multiday beds and (ii) the number of available active 
multiday beds occupied by patients are as follows: 

Kalamunda District Hospital   

Date          (i)      (ii) 
Available Active  Occupied 

07/03/2007  25   23 
14/03/2007  25   22 
21/03/2007  25   24 
28/03/2007  25   22 
04/04/2007  25   22 
11/04/2007  25   22 
18/04/2007  26   26 
25/04/2007  25   24 
02/05/2007  30   27 
09/05/2007  30   30 
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16/05/2007  30   23 
23/05/2007  30   23 
30/05/2007  30   27 
06/06/2007  30   27 

STATE BUDGET - WESTERN AUSTRALIAN SKILLS EXPO IN LONDON AND EDINBURGH 

2402. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Minister for Peel 

In reference to page 1166 of Budget Paper No. 2, Vol. 3, ‘Major Achievements for 2006-2007’, dot point 1, can 
the Minister advise what, if any, actual outcomes were achieved by the Western Australian Skills Expo in 
London and Edinburgh regarding selling Peel to overseas workers and investors? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 

The Peel Development Commission sent 2000 brochures to the United Kingdom to promote the Peel Region at 
the October 2006 Department of Immigration "Australia Needs Skills" expos held in the United Kingdom. 

The Small Business Development Corporation advise that an estimated 19,600 participants from Ireland and the 
United Kingdom attended with around 900 interested in relocating to Western Australia. Of these, 825 formal 
interviews and skilled assessments were undertaken and 26 applicants specifically nominated the Peel as a 
destination of settlement. 

JARRAHDALE HERITAGE PARK 

2403. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Minister for Peel 

Can the Minister advise what funds have been specifically allocated towards supporting the implementation of 
the Business Plan for the Jarrahdale Heritage Park? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 

In relation to State funding: 

Of a total of $673 000 from Regional Investment Funds allocated to the Jarrahdale Heritage Park in 2006, 
$584 298 has been allocated to supporting implementation, pending completion of the Business Plan. 

BUNBURY PIONEER CEMETERY - GOVERNMENT GRANT OF $100 000 

2404. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for South West 

For what specific purpose was a grant of $100,000 allocated by the Minister’s office, through the South West 
Development Commission, to the City of Bunbury in respect of work at the old Bunbury Pioneer Cemetery at 
Lot 294 Wellington Street, Bunbury? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

The purpose of the funding was to provide landscape improvements in keeping with the heritage of the park and 
in accordance with the City of Bunbury's endorsed community plan. The funding agreement includes provision 
for descendants of pioneers buried at the cemetery to place memorial plaques at a reasonable cost in accordance 
with Council policy. 

ROAD INTERSECTIONS REQUIRING OVERPASSES 

2405. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

(1) Is the construction of intersection overpasses on Reid Highway the primary responsibility of local, state 
or federal government? 

(2) Which agency is responsible for -  

(a) planning; and 
(b) overseeing the construction of overpasses on Reid Highway? 

(3) Which agency rates the priority of road intersections requiring overpasses? 
(4) What are the first 10 intersection overpasses, in order of priority, on that ratings system?  
(5) What criteria are used to determine the priority of each new overpass? 

(6) What is the estimated cost of each of these 10 new overpasses? 
(7) What is the current scheduled construction date for each of these 10 new overpasses? 

(8) What was the scheduled construction date as at 1 February 2001 for each of these new overpasses? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

(1) Reid Highway is a State road and is the responsibility of Main Roads WA. 



 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 14 August 2007] 3991 

 

(2) Main Roads WA is the responsible authority for the planning and construction of road improvement 
treatments, including overpass structures, on Reid Highway. 

(3)-(4)  Intersection crash rankings are prepared by Main Roads WA based on Police crash reports. The 
rankings are available in several formats including 'crash frequency' and 'crash cost' and can be accessed 
by the public on the Main Roads WA website at www.mainroads.wa.gov.au 

Main Roads WA uses crash data, together with an analysis of traffic volume, congestion, vehicle types, 
adjacent development, land availability and predicted growth, as a tool to assist in identifying 
appropriate traffic management treatments for a particular location. The construction of overpasses is 
only one type of traffic management treatment considered and is not always the best solution for every 
site. 

(5) The allocation of funding for road projects, not just limited to overpasses, is considered as part of the 
annual State Budget development processes and attempts to strike a balance between the significant 
number of high priority projects across the State and the limited funding available. The various factors 
as outlined in (3)-(4) above are used to assist in identifying priority and a preferred traffic management 
treatment. 

(6) The average cost of constructing an overpass in 2007 dollars is between $28-$35 million depending on 
the characteristics of the site in question. 

(7)-(8)  As indicated at (3)-(4) above, there is no separate ranking of intersections that have a possible potential 
for the construction of an overpass 

VEHICLE REGISTRATION STICKERS AND NUMBERPLATES 

2406. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

(1) What purposes are served by the vehicle registration discs/stickers issued to vehicle owners annually or 
six-monthly upon payment of their vehicle licence registration fees? 

(2) What purposes are served by vehicle number plates? 

(3) Is there any overlap? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

(1) Registration labels act as a reminder to owners of the month in which their vehicle registration expires 
and to assist Police by way of a visual check with the enforcement of the vehicle licensing provisions of 
the Road Traffic Act.  

(2) Every vehicle licensed under the Road Traffic Act 1974 is required to have number plates fitted for the 
purpose of identification for enforcement and licensing purposes.  

(3) No. 

SERIOUS VEHICLE ACCIDENTS - INVESTIGATION 

2407. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Community Safety 

(1) Is there a system in place whereby serious vehicle accidents are investigated to determine -  

(a) the cause of each accident; and  
(b) the contributing factors in each case? 

(2) In addition to fatal accidents, what other accidents are investigated in this way? 

(3) Who carries out such investigations and what are their positions, and with which agencies? 

(4) Are the detailed results of these investigations available for public scrutiny? 

(5) Are any accidents that occur off gazetted roads included in the official traffic accident statistics? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1)-(2)  Yes. All fatal and serious injury (life threatening or permanent injuries) traffic crashes are investigated 
by Police to determine the cause of each accident and any contributing factors. 

The Department of Main Roads conduct road audit investigations at the scene of all fatal crashes to 
determine if the construction of the particular road was a contributing factor. 

Only fatal traffic crashes are investigated by the Department of Main Roads and the State Coroner. 

(3) The Police Major Crash Investigation Section conducts all investigations into fatal and serious injury 
crashes where the offending driver has survived and charges are likely to be laid.  All fatal and serious 
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injury crashes where no charges are likely to be made are investigated by the local Police District Crash 
Investigator. 

Major Crash Investigation Section has 14 investigators trained to various levels of crash attendance and 
reconstruction. 

The Department of Main Roads employ their own investigators to conduct road audits. 

(4) An annual publication is produced titled "Reported Road Crashes in WA" which provides statistics on 
road crashes including information on road user groups, crash types, contributing factors and 
hospitalization data. The most recent published copy relates to 2003 statistics. Ongoing problems with 
research contractors created delays with books between the years 2001 and 2003. Preparation of 
the 2004 book is almost complete following the appointment of a new contractor. It is anticipated that 
the 2005 book will follow quickly and work has now begun on the 2006 publication. Access to crash 
reports can be made in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 1992. 

(5) No. Only crashes that occur on gazetted roads are included in the official traffic accident statistics. 

WIRE ROPE BARRIERS - RISK TO MOTORCYCLISTS 

2408. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

(1) Do wire rope barriers pose a serious risk to motorcycle riders? 

(2) Have other jurisdictions overseas banned wire rope barriers because they pose a serious risk to 
motorcyclists? 

(3) Will the Minister confirm that the use of wire rope barriers is under review? 

(4) If so, on what date was that review initiated? 

(5) Who is carrying out that review and what are their respective positions in which agencies? 

(6) When will the review be finished? 

(7) Will the review be released publicly in its entirety?  

(8) Will the Government ensure that wire rope barriers are not installed while that review is underway? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

(1) Any barrier is a potential risk to a motorcyclist or vehicle, which has left a road carriageway. Barriers 
are only installed when the overall risk of not installing them is higher than the consequences of 
collision with the hazards they are installed to protect such a roadside objects or oncoming traffic. 

(2) Some European countries, such as Norway and the Netherlands, are no longer installing wire rope 
barriers while others, such as Sweden, are using them extensively.  

(3)-(8)  A review of Australian Standard for Road Safety Barriers AS 3845 is currently being undertaken by a 
national committee, which includes representatives from Main Roads WA and the Australian 
Motorcycle Council. However, wire rope barriers are not being considered as part of this review. Wire 
rope barriers generally have superior performance or containment characteristics to other barrier types 
in most situations and are considered to be a useful safety device when employed in appropriate 
situations.  

Wire rope barriers have been used in WA since 1995. Main Roads is aware of only one fatal motorcycle 
accident occurring on a public road in Western Australia involving wire rope barriers. This crash 
involved a motorcyclist travelling on Kwinana Freeway, at well above the posted speed limit, who 
collided with several other vehicles before leaving the road carriageway. 

Main Roads investigates all serious and fatal crashes to identify if the road environment has contributed 
in any way. The performance of all barriers, including wire rope, will continue to be monitored to 
ensure they remain appropriate for the task of restraining errant vehicles and reducing the level of 
hazard on our roads. 

REWARD INSURANCE LTD 

2409. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Consumer Protection 

I refer to the previous Minister’s acknowledgement in Hansard on 28 June 2002 that his decision to grant 
approval to Reward Insurance Limited by way of its underwriting agents to provide home indemnity insurance in 
Western Australia was ‘rushed through’, and ask - 

(a) will the Minister confirm that in rushing through the application and approval for Reward 
Insurance, the department confirmed that Reward Insurance had in place Australian Prudential 
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Regulatory Authority’s (APRA) approved reinsurance for Licensed Builder Warranty 
Insurance, as required by section 34 of the Insurance Act 1973 (Cth); 

(b) during the approval process for Reward Insurance in May 2001, can the Minister confirm that 
Reward Insurance met with all of APRA’s requirements to ‘Carry On Insurance Business’ as 
required by sections 23 and 24 of the Insurance Act 1973 (Cth), with particular reference to 
minimum solvency and capital requirements; and 

(c) what evidence was provided by Reward Insurance that they had met with all APRA’s 
requirements at the time, with particular reference to sections 24 and 34 of the Insurance 
Act 1973 (Cth)? 

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 

(a) The Australian Prudential Regulatory Authority ('APRA') confirmed in writing to the 
Department of Consumer and Employment Protection ('Consumer Protection') on 14 
May 2001 that Reward Insurance Limited ('Reward') was an authorised insurer as required by 
section 12 of the Insurance Act 1973 (Cth). Section 34 of the Insurance Act 1973 (Cth) relates 
to APRA's obligations to publish a notice in the Gazette as soon as practicable after APRA 
makes, varies or revokes a prudential standard. It is unclear what relevance section 34 has on 
Reward's status as an authorised insurer at the time of Reward's approval.  

(b) Whether or not Reward met all of APRA's requirements is a matter for APRA. However, as 
noted, APRA advised Consumer Protection in writing that Reward was an authorised insurer 
pursuant to section 12 of the Insurance Act 1973 (Cth). The information available on APRA's 
publicly available systems revealed no conditions or restrictions on Reward's authority to carry 
on an insurance business. 

(c) This question can only be answered by APRA. 

REWARD INSURANCE LTD 

2410. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Consumer Protection 

I refer to the decision in 2001 to grant approval to Reward Insurance Limited by way of its underwriting agents 
to provide home indemnity insurance in Western Australia, and ask - 

(a) when was that approval granted; 

(b) what was the name of the fund the Minister approved in accordance with section 25GB of the 
Home Building Contracts Act 1991; 

(c) who were the people responsible for managing that fund; 

(d) precisely how was each of those people assessed to determine whether he or she should be 
approved in accordance with subsection 25GB(2)(c) of the Home Building Contracts Act 1991; 

(e) precisely what information was obtained and examined to determine whether these people 
should be approved; 

(f) who conducted that assessment and what was/were their position/s at the time and with what 
agency; 

(g) did the Minister find that there was adequate insurance at the time of approval for excess losses 
of the fund in accordance with subsection 25GB(2)(d) of the Home Building Contracts 
Act 1991; 

(h) if so, how was this determined, who was/were the insurer/s and what are the precise details of 
that insurance including the level of insurance available; 

(i) if adequate insurance was not provided at that time, did the Minister find that there was 
adequate other provision for excess losses of the fund and what are the precise details of such 
provision; 

(j) what matters, if any, did the Minister consider in relation to this approval under the provisions 
of section 25GB(3) and what were the details;  

(k) were all the provisions of section 25GB complied with fully in relation to this approval; and 

(l) who determined that these provisions were complied with, when did they do so and what was 
their position with what agency at the time? 

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 

(a) 22 May 2001. 
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(b) No fund has been approved to date pursuant to section 25GB of the Home Building Contracts 
Act 1991. 

(c)-(l)   Not applicable. 

MULTANOVAS - USE IN 50 KM/HR SPEED ZONES 

2411. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

(1) Do police use multanova speed cameras in 50 km/hr speed zones? 

(2) If their use in these areas is restricted, why? 

(3) In which streets in Eaton and Australind have police used multanova speed cameras in 50km/hr zones 
in the past 12 months? 

(4) What is the legislative or regulatory provisions governing or restricting the use of multanova speed 
cameras in 50km zones? 

(5) Why can a hand-held radar gun be used in a 50km speed zone without speed zone signs? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1) Yes. 

(2) Their use in these areas is not restricted. 

(3) The speed camera has been deployed in the Australind and Eaton areas on a regular basis however not 
in the 50 "built-up area" in these suburbs in the past 12 months. There was one 50 "built-up area" on 
Eaton Drive however the area was changed to a 60 kph zone. 

(4) There is no restrictive use of speed cameras in 50kph areas. 

Regulation 3 of the Road Traffic Code 2000 defines an area that is deemed to be a "built-up area" and 
the speed limit in a "built-up area" is 50kph.  

(5) Hand held laser speed guns, not hand held radar guns, are used for traffic enforcement. Regulation 3 of 
the Road Traffic Code 2000 defines an area that is deemed to be a "built-up area" and these areas, by 
their nature do not require speed signs to be displayed. 

LOTTERYWEST - FUNCTIONS TO CELEBRATE ALLOCATION OF FUNDING TO 
COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 

2412. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister representing the Minister for Government Enterprises 

(1) Does Lotterywest have guidelines or rules concerning who can present cheques, officiate at, or 
represent the organisation at, functions to celebrate the allocation of Lotterywest funding to community 
organisations? 

(2) How are Members of Parliament chosen to carry out such duties? 

(3) Are only Government Members selected to carry out such functions? 

(4) Will the Minister table a full set of the relevant guidelines or rules? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 

(1) No, Lotterywest doesn't have formal guidelines or rules. The practice has evolved over a number of 
years under both this government and previous governments. Those officiating or representing the 
organisation at functions to celebrate the allocation of Lotterywest funding to community organisations 
may include; the Minister, other members of Parliament, a Lotterywest retailer, a Lotterywest Board 
member, the Lotterywest CEO and/or another Lotterywest officer. Each situation is determined on its 
merits and not all organisations who receive a Lotterywest grant are selected for a cheque presentation 
event. 

(2)-(3) The cheque presentation provides for public promotion of the grant and the community's understanding 
of where Lotterywest allocates its grants as well as promoting the worthiness of the organisation and 
their project. A selection of grants is identified each month by Lotterywest as being suitable for a 
cheque presentation opportunity by a relevant Member of Parliament. These are provided to the 
Minister for consideration. Presentations as agreed for the month are then arranged. The actual event or 
function is organised and hosted by the grant recipient's organisation.  

Members of Parliament or Ministers are recommended for selection based on factors such as the 
portfolio responsibilities relevant to the community organisation or its project, and/or a Member's 
known association with a grant recipient and the project. An attempt is made over a period of time to 
select a range of different types of grant for different kinds of organisations and in different localities. 
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Lotterywest may suggest a Member of the Opposition for this where it is known the member has a 
strong association with the grant recipient. 

(4) There are no written guidelines or rules to table. 

DEPARTMENT FOR PLANNING FOR INFRASTRUCTURE - AWARDING OF CONTRACT FOR 
VEHICLE INSPECTIONS 

2413. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

Can the Minister advise whether or not the Department of Planning and Infrastructure (DPI) has offered the 
Royal Automobile Club (RAC) a contract or arrangement for the RAC to take responsibility for vehicle 
inspections ordered by the DPI and police, and - 

(a) if so, what are the details of this arrangement;  
(b) did this agreement go to tender; and 
(c) if not, why not? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

The Department for Planning and Infrastructure (DPI) has appointed RAC Auto Services, as an Approved 
Inspection Station in the metropolitan area for a six-month trial that commenced on 2 July 2007.  

(a) RAC Auto Services will examine light vehicles deemed to be low risk including expired 
licences, vehicles transferring from other jurisdictions, motor industry vehicles and vehicles 
subject to annual inspections, excluding those over 4500 kilograms gross vehicle mass. 

The RAC will not conduct examinations resulting from intervention by the WA Police. 

(b) No 

(c) DPI was granted an exemption by the State Supply Commission. 

EMERGENCY SERVICE FACILITIES - OUTSTANDING REQUESTS FOR IMPROVEMENTS 

2414. Mr M.J. Cowper to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

(1) Can the Minister supply a comprehensive list of all outstanding requests received for improvement to 
emergency service facilities from all units including, but not limited to, the State Emergency Service, 
Fire and Rescue, Bush Fire Brigade and Volunteer Fire Brigade throughout Western Australia? 

(2) What program or programs are there in place to facilitate these requests? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1) For the 2007/2008 financial year the following requests were not funded: 

Local Government Brigade Name Description New or Upgrade 

Armadale Armadale SES Expansion to existing building Upgrade 

Armadale Roleystone BFB Storeroom & Cover Area Upgrade 

Ashburton Tom Price SES Fencing unit premises Upgrade 

Ashburton Tom Price SES 2 Car carport Upgrade 

Boddington Boddington SES Create Operations Room out of 
existing Store Room 

Upgrade 

Boddington Quindanning BFB 2 Bay Shed plus Ablutions New 

Bridgetown-
Greenbushes 

Catterick BFB 1 Bay shed plus ablutions New 

Bridgetown-
Greenbushes 

Sunnyside BFB 1 Bay shed plus ablutions New 

Bridgetown-
Greenbushes 

Yornup BFB Extra Funding to finish Yornup FS New 

Brookton Brookton Central BFB 3 Bay Shed New 

Broome Broome Regional BFB 3 Bay Shed plus Ablutions & 
Amenities 

New 

Capel Elgin BFB 1 Bay Shed New 
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Local Government Brigade Name Description New or Upgrade 

Cockburn South Coogee BFB Collocated with Cockburn SES New 

Corrigin Bilbarin BFB 1 Bay Shed New 

Cuballing Cuballing/Popanyinning 
BFB 

2 Bay Shed plus amenities New 

Derby-West 
Kimberley 

Hamlet Grove BFB Concrete or Paving Upgrade 

Derby-West 
Kimberley 

Hamlet Grove BFB Shade Sail Stand Alone Upgrade 

Derby-West 
Kimberley 

Hamlet Grove BFB Office & Training Room Upgrade 

East Pilbara Newman SES Headquarters & Operations Centre New 

East Pilbara Nullagine BFB 2 Bay Shed New 

Esperance Gibson BFB 1 Bay Shed New 

Gnowangerup Gnowangerup SES SES HQ Renovations Upgrade 

Goomalling Jennacubbine BFB 2 Bay Shed plus ablutions New 

Harvey Cookernup BFB Extension to Fire Station Upgrade 

Harvey Harvey Hills BFB Extension including ablution, 
kitchen, change rooms 

Upgrade 

Harvey Leschenault BFB Cover for front & back entrances Upgrade 

Jerramungup Boxwood BFB 2 Bay Shed New 

Kalgoorlie-Boulder Kalgoorlie-Boulder SES Build Toilet Facilities Upgrade 

Katanning Katanning Central BFB 2 Bay Shed plus ablutions New 

Kulin Kulin Town BFB Collocated  New 

Kulin Pingaring BFB 1 Bay Shed New 

Kwinana Mandogalup BFB Air conditioning New 

Lake Grace Newdegate Town BFB Fire station renovations Upgrade 

Mandurah Mandurah BFB Addition to existing Fire Station Upgrade 

Manjimup Perup BFB 2 Bay Shed plus Ablutions & 
Amenities 

New 

Menzies Menzies BFB Bathroom, Water, Power, Electrical 
works 

Upgrade 

Moora Bindi Bindi BFB 2 Bay Shed New 

Mullewa Ambania BFB 1 Bay Shed plus ablutions New 

Mullewa Tardun BFB 1 Bay Shed plus ablutions New 

Mundaring Mount Helena BFB Funds Required to Complete New 
Facilities 

New 

Mundaring Sawyers Valley BFB Extensions to Building including 
ablutions, meeting room, office & 
operations area , male & female 
change rooms & storage area 

Upgrade 

Murray Dwellingup BFB Communications Room Upgrade 

Murray Murray SES New SES Building New 

Nannup Darradup BFB Water Tank Upgrade 

Nannup Nannup Brook BFB Install Ablutions Upgrade 

Local Government Brigade Name Description New or Upgrade 
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Pingelly Pingelly SES 4 Bay Shed plus Ablutions & 
Amenities 

New 

Plantagenet Denbarker BFB 2 Bay Shed plus Ablutions New 

Plantagenet Forest Hill BFB 2 Bay Shed plus Ablutions New 

Plantagenet Kendenup BFB Ablutions, electricals and crossover Upgrade 

Plantagenet South Porongurup BFB 2 Bay Shed plus Ablutions New 

Ravensthorpe Munglinup BFB Collocated with St John Ambulance 
& Local Community Bus 

New 

Rockingham Baldivis BFB Replace Floor coverings in Training 
area 

Upgrade 

Rockingham Rockingham SES Painting premises Upgrade 

Roebourne Karratha SES Paint current building Upgrade 

Serpentine-
Jarrahdale 

Mundijong BFB Collocated with Serpentine 
Jarrahdale SES 
 

New 

Stirling Stirling SES 5 Bay Shed plus Amenities New 

Toodyay Coondle-Nunile BFB Vehicle entrance & exit to Fire 
Station 

Upgrade 

Wagin South East No 1 BFB 2 Bay Shed plus Ablutions & 
Amenities 

New 

West Arthur Arthur River BFB 2 Bay Shed New 

Williams Williams BFB 2 Bay Shed New 

Wyndham-East 
Kimberley 

Ivanhoe BFB Relocate existing Kununurra SES 
Shed 

Upgrade 

Yilgarn Bodallin/Noongaar BFB 3 Bay Shed New 

(2) The following programs are in place to facilitate the requests: 

It is important to note that since the introduction of the Emergency Services Levy (ESL) in 2003/2004 
over half the existing dedicated Bush Fire Service fleet, that is 327 vehicles, have been replaced with 
new or refurbished appliances. Forty five new buildings have been approved and another 33 stations 
and facilities have had improvements. 

On top of this, nearly 30% or 107 of 396 State Emergency Service vehicles, trailers and boats have been 
replaced. Sixty two buildings have also been replaced or upgraded across the state. 

That is a total of 434 vehicles, trailers etc and 140 buildings that have been replaced or improved over 
the five years since the Emergency Services Levy has been introduced. 

In addition to the above, the financial saving to Local Government since the introduction of the ESL is 
also significant.  Information provided to FESA by Local Governments indicates that prior to the ESL, 
they were spending up to $3.5 million per annum on the operations of their bushfire brigades. The ESL 
now provides up to $6 million per annum. 

Also the ESL now provides the primary response equipment directly to Local Government and ensures 
it is then maintained as fit for purpose and replaced when it is not. 

Funding for Volunteer Bush Fire Brigades (BFBs) and State Emergency Service (SESs) Units is 
allocated via the ESL Grants Scheme where Local Governments make application for a capital grant on 
an annual basis.  Capital grants include new firefighting appliances, vehicles and buildings. 

The BFB Capital Grants Committee and SES Capital Grants Committee have been established to 
oversee the capital grant funding allocations to Local Governments for their BFBs and SES Units.  

The primary function of these Committees is to determine the priority of the allocation of Capital 
Grants to meet the needs of Local Governments and communities throughout the State.  

FESA is finalising a 'fit for purpose' assessment tool of all emergency services facilities statewide 
which is used as a planning tool to assess key criteria to determine the suitability of the current structure 
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to maintain health and safety of staff, volunteers and visitors.  The assessment tool also ranks the 
facilities to determine replacement priorities. 

In addition to the 'fit for purpose' assessment to determine the suitability of a building, FESA's Resource 
to Risk Model, is used to assess the level of risk to a community and in turn the profile/role of the 
brigade or unit considered appropriate to mitigate the assessed risk. 

Where a Local Government is not satisfied that the Grant allocation for capital purposes complies with 
the declared policies associated with the ESL Grants Scheme and has been unable to satisfactorily 
resolve the issue with FESA, the Local Government CEO may refer such a dispute to the relevant 
Capital Grants Committee for review and reassessment. 

Funding requests for FESA's capital works program are submitted to the Department of Treasury and 
Finance in line with the Government's annual state budgetary process where whole of government 
priorities are considered against the governments cost and demand pressures criteria. 

RAILWAYS - CLOSURE OF GREENBUSHES TO BUNBURY LINE 

2415. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

I refer to the closure of the Greenbushes to Bunbury railway link and ask the Minister - 
(a) how many trains per day would it take to replace the current existing truck traffic between 

Greenbushes and Bunbury; 
(b) what are the carbon emission comparisons (assuming all trucks and locomotives are diesel) to 

move the daily output;  
(c) can any penalties apply, or accrue, to a truck company or operator if their emissions were 

found to be in excess of those of the rail option; 
(d) similarly, can penalties be applied to company/ies involved in not getting the product back on 

rail as originally intended; and 
(e) was the rail line in such bad condition that speed restrictions could not have been used? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
(a) If this question relates to WA Plantation Resources trucks for the North Greenbushes Project 

as originally envisaged, then the answer is two trains per day. 
(b) These are estimated at 1785 tonnes of emissions per annum for road and 874 tonnes of 

emissions for rail based on an assumed freight task of 700,000 tonnes per year. 
(c) No. 

(d) No.  

(e) The original plan was one woodchips train and one logs train per day from Greenbushes to 
Bunbury. Each of these trains operated on a 12-hour cycle approximately resulting in excellent 
utilisation of equipment and better economic outcomes as a result. Therefore the track is 
required to provide a certain level of speed to achieve the utilisation benefits of the 12 hour 
cycle. To maintain this level of track performance, sleepers needed to be 
replaced. Alternatively, running with speed restrictions would not have achieved the required 
utilisation benefits and would impact on the economic viability of rail.. 

WESTERN POWER NETWORK - RECEIPT OF QUERIES, CONCERNS OR 
COMPLAINTS FROM CUSTOMERS 

2416. Mr J.H.D. Day to the Minister for Energy 

I refer to Western Power Networks customer charter, and the opportunity for customers to register a query, 
concern or complaint, and ask - 

(a) how many written queries, concerns or complaints has Western Power Networks received from 
customers within the metropolitan area in the past 12 months; 

(b) of these, how many has the agency acknowledged within 10 business days, and how many has 
it responded to within 20 business days in the past 12 months; and 

(c) how many requests for payment of $20 has Western Power Networks received from customers 
whose written query, concern or complaint has not been acknowledged within 10 business 
days or responded to within 20 business days? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
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Western Power has provided the Minister for Energy with the following response 

(a)  Western Power received 721 written queries, concerns or complaints from customers in the 
metropolitan area in the 12 months to 30 May 2007. 

(b)  Western Power endeavours to exceed its customer charter by resolving written customer queries and 
concerns within 10 days, in effect acknowledging the query with a resolution. Since 1 June 2006, 66% 
(476) were resolved and responded to within the 10 days. 88% (634) were responded to within 20 days.  

(c)  Western Power has received no requests for the payment of $20 from customers whose written queries 
have not been acknowledged within 10 business days, or responded to within 20 business days. 

WESTERN POWER NETWORK - CUSTOMER NOTIFICATION OF 
PLANNED POWER INTERRUPTIONS 

2417. Mr J.H.D. Day to the Minister for Energy 

I refer to Western Power Networks customer charter, and the agency’s process of notifying customers of planned 
power interruptions, and ask - 

(a) how many interruptions to the electricity network due to maintenance were there throughout 
the metropolitan area during the past 12 months; 

(b) how many people within these areas were notified directly, with individual notices placed in 
letterboxes, during the same 12-month period; 

(c) how many newspaper advertisements to notify customers of planned power interruptions were 
published during the same 12-month period; and 

(d) how many requests for payment of $20 has Western Power Networks received from customers 
who were not provided with any notice of planned interruptions? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

Western Power has provided the Minister for Energy with the following response 

(a)  To 30 May 2007, there were 879 planned interruptions for maintenance or upgrades in the metropolitan 
area. 

(b)  In the metropolitan area, Western Power notifies customers who will be affected by a planned 
interruption by means of a notice in the letterbox. 

In some outer metropolitan areas and in country areas where properties do not have letterboxes, 
advertisements are instead placed in the local papers, aired on local radio, and signs placed on 
community noticeboards. In all instances, personal contact is made with any sensitive or high-use 
commercial customers. 

Of the 38,183 customers in the greater metropolitan area affected by planned interruptions in the year 
to 30 May 2007, the majority received notification in the letterbox. However, in some areas - 
particularly those on the outskirts of the metro area where access to individual properties was difficult, 
media advertisements were used. Western Power's software does not provide the means to extract the 
exact figure requested. 

(c)  In the year to 30 May 2007, 71 advertisements to notify customers of planned interruptions were 
published in newspapers. A further 70 advertisements were aired on the radio (each multiple times). 

(d)  Although stated in Western Power's Customer Charter that customers may be eligible to receive a $20 
payment if they did not receive notice of a planned interruption, Western Power received no requests 
for payment. However, if customers complained of insufficient notice, Western Power advised them of 
their eligibility for payment and, during the year to 30 May 2007, paid 72 customers from across the 
South West Interconnected System. 

DESALINATION PLANT PROPOSALS - CONSTRUCTION COSTS AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS 

2418. Mr M.J. Cowper to the Minister for Water Resources 

(1) What are the respective construction costs associated with the desalination plant proposals at - 

(a) East Rockingham; 
(b) Warnbro; 
(c) Secret Harbour; 
(d) Binningup; 
(e) Kemerton; and 
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(f) Jurien Bay? 

(2) Will the Minister provide a full breakdown of the costings of each proposal? 

(3) Will the Minister advise what Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) appraisals or environmental 
assessments have been conducted at the proposed site at Binningup? 

(4) How far off Binningup does the proposed discharge pipe extend? 

(5) What are the Global Positioning System (GPS) coordinates of the end of the discharge pipe? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1) (a)-(f) Apart from Binningup and Kemerton, cost estimates for the other sites had only been 
developed to a very conceptual stage. 

The cost to develop a desalination plant at Binningup, including connecting infrastructure is 
estimated at $955 million (outturn dollars). The cost to develop a desalination plant at 
Kemerton would incur a cost penalty in the order of $150 million (outturn dollars). Potential 
desalination sites at Port Kennedy and East Rockingham are now no longer under 
consideration because of the environmental concerns with the discharge to the 
Warnbro Sound. Potential desalination sites to the north of Perth have also not been given 
detailed consideration because of the distance to existing power assets and water supply 
infrastructure. 

(2) The cost breakdown for the Binningup site is: 

• $640 million for the desalination plant. 

• $233 million for the infrastructure to expand the existing Integrated Water Supply Scheme to 
accommodate the addition of 45 gigalitres a year. 

• $82 million to connect the plant to the Integrated Water Supply Scheme. 

As mentioned above, the cost to develop a plant at Kemerton would be approximately  $150 million 
more. 

(3) The formal assessment by the Environmental Protection Authority of the Binningup site has not yet 
commenced.  

(4) The discharge pipe will extend approximately 800 metres offshore to a point where the water depth is a 
minimum of 10 metres. 

(5) The Global Positioning System co-ordinates of the end of the discharge pipe will not be known until the 
final design of the outfall is completed. 

PEEL REGION - SHORTAGE OF AVAILABLE LAND 

2419. Mr M.J. Cowper to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

(1) Is the Minister aware of the critical shortage of land in the Peel Region, due to the phenomenal growth 
of the area, which has resulted in the complete take up of urban land identified within the Peel Region, 
such that the wave of development is being pushed into alternative areas which are presently zoned 
rural? 

(2) How long does it take before a parcel of land within the Peel Region is rezoned from rural for the 
purposes of urban? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

1.   There is no critical shortage of land zoned for urban purposes in the Peel Region. The Department for 
Planning Infrastructure calculated (2006 figures - information contained in the recently released report 
by the Land Release Co-ordinator) that there is approximately 2600 hectares of undeveloped land zoned 
either Urban or Urban Deferred within the City of Mandurah and Shire of Murray. This is sufficient to 
bring on an anticipated 23,000 to 26,000 residential dwellings, subject to detailed planning. 

2.  Many variables can affect the period for rezoning land from Rural to Urban in any planning scheme, 
including the Peel Region Scheme. Accordingly, there is no single answer to this question. 

Among other things, the range of possible variables includes the need (or otherwise) for urban land in a 
given locality, the strategic suitability of the subject land and its own intrinsic capability for urban 
use. Other factors can include the proximity of the land to essential services, employment opportunities, 
community facilities, transportation networks and other similar considerations. These can vary 
considerably from one area to another. 
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In some circumstances, the duration of the amendment process can be affected by the time a landowner 
takes to commission studies, where necessary, to demonstrate the suitability of the use proposed by the 
owner. 

A statutory process for the amendment of a region planning scheme is stipulated by the Planning and 
Development Act 2005. The duration of this process can be affected considerably, either way, by 
variables such as those just mentioned. 

SPEED CAMERAS - RESEARCH INTO USE OVERSEAS 

2420. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Community Safety 

(1) What analysis has been conducted by any of the Minister’s agencies with regard to the use of speed 
cameras overseas? 

(2) Who carried out this research and when? 

(3) Have any reports been written by any of the Minister's agencies in this regard and, if so, will the 
Minister table them? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1) Following a tender process, the Office of Road Safety engaged a consultant to: 

conduct an analysis of current Australian and international activity, research and literature in 
relation to best practice in speed enforcement strategies and technology; 

develop recommendations on the implementation of best practice in speed enforcement 
specifically for the WA setting; and 

develop a detailed implementation plan in order to move from the current situation to what has 
been recommended. 

(2) Dr Max Cameron from the Monash University Accident Research Centre, which is one of the leading 
road safety research organisations in Australia, undertook the review. Dr Cameron is an internationally 
recognised expert in the field of research into the effectiveness of speed cameras. Dr Cameron 
submitted his report in September 2006. 

(3) No reports have been developed by the Road Safety Council. Road Safety Council agencies are 
currently considering this research and will be developing a paper for consideration by Government.  

SPEED CAMERAS - RESEARCH INTO USE OVERSEAS 

2421. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 
(1) What analysis has been conducted by the Police Service with regard to the use of speed cameras 

overseas? 
(2) Who carried out this research and when? 
(3) Have any reports been written by the Police Service in this regard and, if so, will the Minister table 

them? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1)-(2)  The current wet film speed cameras were introduced into Western Australia (WA) in 1988. The Camera 
Project Team consisted of Inspector Robert Moorman (retired), Senior Sergeant Ray Nesbitt (retired) 
and Sergeant Gregory Butcher (deceased). Senior Sergeant Nesbitt visited Europe in 1987 to view 
camera operations and assess the impact on WAPOL. Around the same time the remaining two team 
members visited other Australian states to discuss camera issues and the practical application for WA 
operations. 
Continuous monitoring of the internet by the OIC of Infringement Management and Operations Section 
provides current research on speed camera operations in other jurisdictions and analysis reports by Dr. 
Max Frith of New Zealand and reports from the British Home Office. These reports outline the benefits 
of speed cameras, possible lives saved and recommendations for enforcement. 
A tender is currently in process to replace wet film with digital cameras and utilise speed and red light 
cameras at intersections. As part of this tender process an evaluation team comprising WAPOL and 
Main Roads WA members attended Germany, Holland and Sweden interviewing police and speed 
camera manufacturer representatives. Further details cannot be provided at this time due to probity 
obligations. 

(3)  Original Business plans to implement speed cameras were submitted in 1985 and these were destroyed 
in 1991 in accordance with document retention schedules. 
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DRIVERS NOT KEEPING TO LEFT HAND LANE OF ROADS - OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 

2422. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

(1) Which specific offences and penalties are available to be applied if drivers do not keep to the left hand 
lane of the road? 

(2) How many written cautions have been issued in the most recently recorded twelve month period for 
each of these offences? 

(3) How many penalties have been issued over the same period in relation to these offences? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1) Regulation 112 (1) of the Road Traffic Code 2000 (Infringement Code 3121), requires a vehicle to keep 
left on a carriageway except where two or more lanes are marked for vehicles travelling in the same 
direction. 

One Penalty Unit ($50) and two demerit points apply. 

In sub regulation (2) it advises that (1) does not apply if the vehicle is a motor cycle. 

Regulation 113 of the Road Traffic Code 2000 (Infringement Code 3123), prohibits a vehicle from 
driving in the right lane of a carriageway where there are two or more marked lanes for vehicles 
travelling in the same direction and where the speed limit is 90 kph or more. 

One Penalty Unit ($50) and two demerit points apply. 

(2) No statistical information is collected on the number of caution notices issued. 

(3) For Infringement Code 3121 there were 49 infringement notices issued. 
For Infringement Code 3123 there were 504 infringement notices issued. 

POLICE - NUMBER OF HOURS SPENT ON ROAD PATROLS 

2423. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

(1) What measures are available to show the number of hours of police road patrols each year? 

(2) What are the figures for each calendar year (or fiscal year, whichever is more readily available) 
since 2000? 

(3) Is any breakdown possible showing the amount of time police patrol Western Australian roads in 
unmarked cars compared with marked vehicles and, if so, what are the respective figures for each year 
above? 

(4) Is any breakdown possible showing the amount of time police patrol Western Australian roads in all 
country regions combined compared with the metropolitan area and, if so, what are the respective 
figures for each year above? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1) Currently data is collected on a daily basis from sub-districts and other police units, this information is 
stored in the Traffic Enforcement and Crash Executive Information System (TEACEIS) for auditing 
and reporting requirements. Only the total number of hours for traffic related work is recorded, this 
includes road patrols, other traffic duties and administrative work. There is no breakdown of time spent 
on road patrols. 

(2) Total of all traffic hours recorded by year. 

Year       
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

Traffic Hours 364,027 305,184 296,650 355,462 370,189 554,359 653,717 

(3) There is no data available showing the type of patrol vehicles used. 

(4) Total of all traffic hours recorded by police districts for metropolitan, country regions and other units by 
year. 

Year       
Region 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

Metropolitan 159756 139651 136447 152313 149226 246899 283073 
Regions  

Regional WA 118051 112891 111014 129556 131822 181925 212142 
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Other Units 86220 52642 49189 73593 89141 125535 158502 

Note :- Other Units includes Traffic & Operations Portfolio and other specialist units that operate across 
regional boundaries and don't report traffic hours by geographic location. 

POLICE - METHODOLOGY USED TO DETERMINE ROAD SPEED LIMITS 

2424. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

Does the Police Service generally support the use of the 85th percentile when determining road speed limits, 
and -  

(a) if so, with what exceptions; and 

(b) if not, what is the methodology used to determine road speed limits favoured by the Police 
Service? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
(a)-(b)  Main Roads WA are responsible for determining road speed limits. There may be occasions 

when a Police Officer in charge of a traffic area may recommend a change in speed limits to 
MRWA or local government authorities, but the responsibility rests with these authorities. 

POLICE - METHODOLOGY USED TO DETERMINE ROAD SPEED LIMITS 

2425. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

Does Main Roads generally support the use of the 85th percentile when determining road speed limits, and - 
(a) if so, with what exceptions; and 
(b) if not, what is the methodology used to determine road speed limits? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

(a) Main Roads Western Australia developed their speed zoning policy and guidelines based on 
Australian Standards, and best practices from the eastern states and overseas. 

There are a number of factors considered when determining road speed limits such as road 
hierarchy, function within the immediate road network system, crash history, geometry, 
abutting roadside development, and existing vehicle speeds which includes the 85th percentile 
speed data. Studies have shown that the 85th percentile speed represents the operating speed of 
the road as determined by the large majority of drivers.  

It has been demonstrated that the 85th percentile speed is the safest operating speed because 
there is less variation in vehicle speeds and therefore less need for overtaking manoeuvres. 
Therefore, Main Roads supports the use of the 85th percentile speeds as one factor when 
determining road speed limits.  

(b) Exceptions exist where the 85th percentile speed is not considered when setting speed limits. 
This is usually when the road or adjacent land use conditions require a lower speed limit for 
safety reasons. Such cases include residential streets, school zones, shared zones, heavy 
vehicle speed zones, speed buffer zones, on approaches to traffic signalised and roundabout 
controlled intersections, and on approaches to one lane bridges. These situations are considered 
in isolation and their speed limits have been pre-determined and implemented via speed zoning 
policy.  

POLICE - USE OF SPEED CAMERAS ON OVERTAKING LANES ALONG BUNBURY HIGHWAY 
SOUTH OF MANDURAH 

2426. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 
(1) When did the Police Service commence using speed cameras on overtaking lanes along the Bunbury 

Highway south of Mandurah? 
(2) How many speeding tickets have been issued to motorists for exceeding the speed limit on overtaking 

lanes along the Bunbury Highway south of Mandurah? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1) Speed cameras on Bunbury Highway south of Mandurah have been used periodically since 1991. Speed 
cameras are utilised in accordance with Western Australia Police Speed Camera use policy and may be 
used in areas where overtaking lanes are situated. 

(2) This information is not available as recording systems do not record the section of roadway only the 
roadway itself. 
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SPEED CAMERAS - RESEARCH INTO USE OVERSEAS 

2427. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

(1) What analysis has been conducted by any of the Minister’s agencies with regard to the use of speed 
cameras overseas? 

(2) Who carried out this research and when? 

(3) Have any reports been written by any of the Minister's agencies in this regard and, if so, will the 
Minister table them? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

(1)-(3) The deployment and management of speed cameras in Western Australia is currently undertaken by the 
WA Police. It is therefore appropriate that this question be referred to the Hon Minister for Police.  

EXMOUTH NAVAL PIER - AWARDING OF TENDER TO OPERATE DIVE BUSINESS 

2428. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

I refer the Minister to the Exmouth Naval Pier, which has in the past played host to dive enthusiasts and remains 
one of the best dive locations in Western Australia, and ask - 

(a) has a tender been awarded to anyone to operate a dive business from the Pier, and - 

(i) if not, why not; and 

(ii) if yes, who was the successful tenderer, and what are the terms and conditions of the 
contract; 

(b) if a tender has been awarded, why is the Pier not yet accessible to dive enthusiasts; and 

(c) when does the Minister expect that the Pier will be open to dive enthusiasts, and what is the 
cause of any delay? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

The Exmouth Naval Pier is the responsibility of the Commonwealth Department of Defence and as Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure I have no jurisdiction/responsibility for this structure. I suggest that the Member 
directs his enquiry to the Department of Defence. 

POPULATION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - INTERSTATE AND OVERSEAS MIGRATION 

2430. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Treasurer 

(1) Will Treasury’s Budget premise that only 500 extra people a week are moving into Perth from interstate 
and overseas be reconsidered in the mid-year Budget review? 

(2) Can the Treasurer confirm that the research for determining interstate migration is based on Medicare 
changes of address? 

(3) In times of economic growth, such as Western Australia’s 10 per cent plus annualised Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), is the Medicare self-reporting by the young, male, affluent, mobile workforce 
demographic the most timely statistic to gauge changes in population needs? 

(4) In times of economic growth such as Western Australia’s 10 per cent plus annualised GDP, is such 
growth explained (but under-reported) by a combination of interstate and international migration, 
student-visa and international backpacker employment at full capacity, and the failure of the federal 
GST system to curtail a booming cash economy? 

(5) Should Western Australia's infrastructure needs and timeframes be re-evaluated with more timely 
population and workforce estimates? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 

(1) The population projections used by the Department of Treasury and Finance (DTF) in the 2007-08 
Budget are based on the Commonwealth Treasury's population projections for all States and Territories. 
These are provided to the State and Territories to (in part) enable them to derive estimates of the likely 
per capita distribution of Goods and Services Tax (GST) 'pool' payments from the Commonwealth. The 
Commonwealth Treasury commissions the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) to produce the 
projections.  
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For 2007-08 and 2008-09, overall population growth of 2.0% is presumed for each year. By inference, 
this would still be consistent with around 500 people moving to Western Australia in net terms (not just 
Perth). 

Along with other parameters impacting on the State's budget position, the population projections will be 
reassessed at the time the mid-year review of the 2007-08 Budget is formulated (towards the end of this 
year).  

(2) The ABS model for estimating interstate migration flows in intercensal periods is based on Medicare 
'change of address' data.  

While the model does not capture all actual interstate migration movements (mainly due to lapses in 
people filling in Medicare change of address forms), an ABS study released in 2006 found that 
Medicare data were still "...the best source for use in quarterly interstate migration estimates" (other 
alternatives investigated by the ABS included Australian Taxation Office records, Australia Post change 
of address data, and Australian Electoral Commission data). 

(3) See answer for (2).  

Revised population figures for Western Australia, based on the 2006 Census, will be known when the 
ABS releases estimated resident population data for the December quarter 2007 (in June 2008).  

(4) Business investment has been a key driver of the State's recent strong domestic economic growth, 
responsible for 6.6 percentage points of the State's 10.2% growth in the year to the March quarter 2007. 
This largely reflects capital spending on resource-related projects, rather than the effects of population 
growth in the State. 

(5) The Government is developing a State Infrastructure Strategy based on the best available data from a 
variety of sources. 

While any evaluation of Western Australia's infrastructure needs and timeframes would (ideally) be best 
served by timely population and workforce estimates, DTF acknowledges the difficulties the ABS has 
in deriving accurate population estimates that are also timely.  

Further, the ABS is the best placed to provide such estimates, due to its access to some of the Federal 
Government data sets used for deriving population estimates (in particular Medicare data and Australian 
Customs passenger arrival and departure data). 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA - GROWTH IN DEMAND FOR WATER 

2431. Mr M.W. Trenorden to the Minister for Water Resources 

I refer to the rapid increase in the State’s population and industry, and the impact of this growth on the demand 
for water, and ask - 

(a) is the following information, provided by the Australian Bureau of Statistics and dated 2004-
2005, accurate - 

(i) 1, 495 gigalitres of water was consumed in Western Australia, up 10% from the 2000-
2001 figure; 

(ii) water loss during distribution in Western Australia in 2004-2005 was 
123 gigalitres, 17% of all water use; 

(iii) total household water use was 383 gigalitres, 1 gigalitre less than in 2000-2001; 

(iv) per capita use of water in Western Australia was 180 kilolitres, 77 kilolitres more than 
any other state or territory; and 

(v) as of 30 June 2005, the total volume of water stored in the major Western Australian 
dams was 10,135 gigalitres, 83% of total capacity; 

(b) can the Minister explain how 17% of the State’s 2004-2005 water consumption disappeared 
during distribution; 

(c) what would be the cost of 123 gigalitres of water at today’s price; 

(d) what is the volume of water that disappeared during distribution in 2005-2006 and 2006-2007; 

(e) what would be the cost of this water loss at today’s price; 

(f) who is ultimately responsible for all losses of water during distribution; 

(g) what must be done to prevent such massive losses; 
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(h) what was the State’s household water use for 2005-2006 and 2006-2007; 

(i) given the Australian Bureau of Statistics data that in 2004-2005, the State’s per capita water 
use was 180 kilolitres, or an average 43% higher use than any other Australian state or 
territory, what is the explanation for this; 

(j) what was the per capita water consumption in 2005-2006 and 2006-2007 - 

(i) in kilolitres; and 

(ii) in comparison with the rest of Australia; 

(k) can the Minister provide clear and concise information regarding all positive outcomes 
delivered by the mandatory ban on sprinkler use between 2001 to 2007; 

(l) can the Minister provide the actual amount of expenditure for all advertising promoting public 
restraint in the use of water between 2001 and 2007 inclusive; 

(m) can the Minister provide Key Performance Indicator outcome comparisons proving the success 
of sprinkler bans and related advertising campaigns between 2001 and 2007 inclusive; 

(n) can the Minister explain why this State’s distributed water has the highest groundwater content 
of any Australian state or territory; 

(o) as of 31 May 2007 - 

(i) what is the volume of water held in the major dams in this State in gigalitres; and 

(ii) what volume of water is held, as a percentage of total capacity; 

(p) is it likely that the desalination plant, which cost the whole community $387 million and 
currently delivers only 17% of the metropolitan area water requirements, will hold no realistic 
provision for the rest of the State; 

(q) will the first phase of the proposed desalination plant, with a projected costing of $1 billion, 
provide just 3.3% of the State’s water requirements, based on the 2004-2005 consumption 
figure only; 

(r) will the second phase, developed at an undisclosed sum, provide just 6.6% of the State’s water 
requirements, based on the 2004-2005 consumption figure only; 

(s) is it true that the current $387 million desalination plant, the proposed $1 billion plant and its 
second billion dollar phase will not generate enough water to cover the 123 gigalitres that 
disappeared during distribution in 2004-2005; 

(t) will the current and proposed desalination plants, which cost the State a minimum of 
$2.4 billion in construction costs alone, provide just 7% of total water consumption based 
on 2004-2005 figures; 

(u) is it possible that the provision of the whole of the metropolitan area’s water needs through a 
desalinated water supply could cost $32 billion in today’s prices; 

(v) prior to the 2004 State Election, did the Water Corporation state that the transportation of 
water from the North-West, which would supply all of the metropolitan area and places in-
between, would have an initial facilitation cost of $4.6 billion; 

(w) why are the Western Australian horticulture and agriculture industries being singled out as 
scapegoats for the overuse of water while - 

(i) fruit, nut, plantation, berry fruit and vegetable growers use 4.3 megalitres of water per 
cultivated hectare; 

(ii) lawns, such as those surrounding Parliament House, require up to 6.8 megalitres of 
water per hectare; and 

(iii) irrigated agriculture, including horticulture, had a gross value of $545 million 
in 2004-2005; 

(x) why do at least two major Perth hotels have 309 dual occupancy guest rooms without dual 
flush toilet cisterns; 

(y) why do many other major accommodation facilities and large commercial premises not have 
dual flush toilet cisterns; 
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(z) why did overall water consumption between 2000-2001 and 2004-2005 fall by 14% in 
Australia, but rose in Western Australia by 10%; 

(aa) despite having relatively similar climates, why do 48% of South Australian households have a 
rainwater tank compared to 12% in Western Australia; and 

(bb) does the Minister’s responsibility for three other major portfolios impede the Minister’s ability 
to manage the State’s water crisis effectively? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(a) (i)  The Australian Bureau of Statistics’ (ABS) Water Account data on the State's water 
usage is inconsistent with data compiled by the Department of Water 
(DoW). Generally, the ABS data on water usage is lower than that estimated by the 
DoW, and published in reports such as the draft State Water Plan.  
However, it is likely that both the DoW and ABS data overestimate the amount of 
household water usage. Both figures are based on estimates of domestic bore use that 
were derived in the late 1990s and do not take into account the introduction of 
restrictions on sprinkler use, and the publicity campaigns of recent years promoting 
water efficient gardening.  
The DoW is undertaking measures to improve the consistency of reporting between 
DoW and ABS estimates of water use. The DoW is also undertaking a selective 
monitoring program to obtain a more accurate estimate of water use from domestic 
bores. 

(ii)  The DoW does not compile information on water losses in distribution in the same 
format as the ABS (a, ii), so is unable to comment on the veracity of the ABS 
figures. However, the percentage of water losses reported in the ABS document are 
broadly consistent with the DoW understanding of losses during distribution. 

(iii)  The total household use in schemes supplied by the Water Corporation (the 
Corporation) in 2004-05 was 216 GL.  This is 11 GL less than the 227 GL consumed 
in 2000-01.  This net decrease is a combination of: 

• scheme savings from the introduction of 2 day per week water restrictions. 
• supply increases due to population growth. 
• seasonal fluctuations in demand due to annual climatic variations. 

(iv)  Per capita use is higher than other states as the state comparison includes commercial 
and agricultural usage and Western Australia has a high per capita output of 
commercial and agricultural activities.  

(v) The volume of water stored in the State's dams is heavily influenced by the Argyle 
Dam, which at June 2005 contained nearly 95% of the total volume of water stored in 
major dams.  
The Northern dams have a higher volume than Metropolitan and South-West due to 
differing rainfall patterns and capacity, which misrepresents the water availability 
situation in Western Australia.  This is exemplified by the 91% full dam levels for 
Western Australia reported on the Water Resource Observation Network, where 
Metropolitan are currently at 20% capacity, South West 36%, Great Southern 58%, 
Mid West 72% and the North West dams at 100%. 

(b) The DoW does not compile discrete information on water losses in distribution in the same 
format as the ABS. The percentage however, is broadly consistent with the DoW 
understanding of losses during distribution, and mainly occurs as a result of water lost through 
supply infrastructure resulting from: 

- leakages in underground pipes; or 
- seepage and evaporation from open channels and rivers; 

Distribution losses from burst mains, theft and customer meter errors also occur, but to a lesser 
extent. Based on the ABS report, this figure of 17% is below the national average of 18% of 
water loss during distribution. 

(c) The cost of 123 GL cannot be calculated specifically due to the varying quality and location of 
this water across the State (i.e. irrigation water compared with scheme water and supplied in 
areas of varying water scarcity). 



4008 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 14 August 2007] 

 

(d) With regard to the Corporation's scheme supply, in 2005-06 non-revenue water reported 
was 23 GL for Perth. The 2006-07 calculation will not be undertaken until after the end of the 
financial year. 

(e) These losses occur at different stages and qualities in distribution and cannot be defined 
further, therefore the cost of the water cannot be calculated. 

(f) The individual holders of the water licence (water utilities, irrigators and irrigation co-ops, 
private self supply). 

(g) The Water Corporation is required to calculate and report losses to the Water Services 
Association of Australia (WSAA) and National Water Commission as part of the National 
Performance Reporting Framework. The Water Corporation has reported an Infrastructure 
Leakage Index of 1.6 and 1.7 for 2004-05 and 2005-06 respectively. This is calculated by 
current annual real loss/unavoidable annual real loss. According to the WSAA this is in the 
good to fair range of the internationally utilised Infrastructure Leakage Index (ILI). 

Despite this good rating, the Corporation is constantly seeking opportunities to further reduce 
distribution losses. As an example, network optimisation is being trialled in two Perth 
Metropolitan areas to reduce pressure in the distribution system with the dual aim of reducing 
consumption and leakage. 

The Water Corporation and Harvey Water are conducting water trading whereby open 
irrigation channels are being changed to a pressurised pipe system to reduce losses from 
seepage and evaporation and also to allow more efficient and value-added end uses of this 
irrigation water. 

(h) Water used by households serviced by the Water Corporation's schemes in 2005-06 
was 211 GL, comprising 155 GL in the metropolitan area and 56 GL for regional schemes. 

Consumption data for 2006-07 has not yet been determined.  

(i) The per capita use calculated by the ABS includes commercial, industrial, mining and 
agricultural use. The per capita use in Western Australia is higher than other states largely 
because of the high proportion of non-residential use. Climatic conditions, difference in 
population and housing density also marginally impact per capita water consumption.  

(j) (i)-(ii)  State per capita use of water for households (ie excluding commercial and mining 
use) supplied by the Corporation's schemes was 114 kL in 2005-06.  Consumption 
data for 2006-07 has not yet been determined.  

The State Water Plan 2007 aims to further reduce average household consumption to 
less than 100 kl per person per year by 2011.  This Plan also includes a review of 
household water use in other areas of the state and identifies opportunities to improve 
water use efficiency.  

(k) The mandatory sprinkler bans has delivered average annual savings of 44.2 GL in the 
Integrated Water Supply System (IWSS), which is equivalent to a new major water source 
such as a desalination plant. 

The combination of demand management and source development initiatives undertaken by 
the Corporation has prevented the need for more severe restrictions currently being 
experienced in the eastern states. 

(l) The Corporation has spent $12.6 million on advertising promoting public restraint in the use of 
water between 2001 and 2007. 

(m) Since the introduction in 2001 the public of Western Australia have supported restrictions with 
an average of 44 million kilolitres saved each year - equivalent to a new major water source 
such as a desalination plant. 

(n) Western Australia's distributed water has the highest groundwater content because it has the 
highest portion of its water resources as groundwater. 

(o) (i)-(ii)  As mentioned above (question (a), (v)), the percentage of water held in the State's 
major dams is distorted by the Argyle Dam. The dam has nearly 90% of the State's 
total large dam storage capacity and is just over 97% full whereas the dams providing 
water to the metropolitan area are only 24.5% full. 

The following table provides the most up to date information on the State's major 
dams (over 10,000ML capacity) used for either potable or irrigation purposes. 
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Current   Total Capacity (ML) Percentage of Total 
Storage(ML)    Total Capacity (%) 

Argyle Dam (Ord River) 10,464,340 10,763,000  97.23 
Canning Dam  13,869  90,353   15.35 
Harding Dam  37,417  63,800   58.65 
Harris Dam  33,786  72,000   46.93 
Harvey Dam  5,382  56,441   9.54 
Logue Brook Dam 6,818  24,321   28.03 
Mundaring Dam  25,388  63,597   39.92 
North Dandalup Dam 17,632  74,849   23.56 
Serpentine Main Dam 31,811  137,667   23.11 
South Dandalup Dam 26,238  138,000   19.01 
Stirling Dam   12,064  53,769   22.44 
Waroona Dam  4,342  14,930   29.08 
Wellington Dam  106,484  184,916   57.59 
Wungong Dam  16,057  59,796   26.85 

(p)  The Kwinana Desalination plant is just one of a number of state-wide projects undertaken to 
increase scheme water. The nature of water sources often requires them to be developed 
locally. 

The desalination plant provides water into the IWSS. The IWSS supplies water to metropolitan 
Perth, and to parts of the Goldfields, Agricultural and South-West regions.  

(q) It is not appropriate to compare the quantity of the proposed desalination plant to the total 
state-wide water requirements as desalination is a high quality potable water source. 

The proposed desalination plant is more appropriately compared to other drinking water 
quality sources rather than (for instance) water used for mining or agriculture. In that regard, it 
is anticipated that the proposed Southern Seawater Desalination plant will be the same size as 
the recently commissioned Kwinana Desalination plant - a source that has increased the 
capacity of the IWSS by 17%.  

(r) As noted above, comparison to total state-wide sources (of which a significant proportion is 
non-potable water) is inappropriate.  In addition, it is too early to speculate on a "second 
phase" of the proposed desalination plant. No decision has been made as to when a second 
phase will be undertaken, nor whether it will in fact be the next major source project when the 
Southern Seawater Desalination plant is completed. 

(s) It is inappropriate to compare a high quality drinking water source used in the IWSS to losses 
which (for instance) may have been generated through seepage in irrigation channels.  

As noted in question (d) losses in Perth in 2005/06 were 23 GL.  Such losses are inherent in all 
utility distribution networks, with the Corporation ranking at the top of the Water Services 
Association of Australia (WSAA) good to fair range according to the internationally utilised 
Infrastructure Leakage Index (ILI). 

(t) The Kwinana Desalination plant cost $387 million.  The proposed Southern Seawater 
Desalination plant is estimated to cost $955 million. No decision has yet been made on the size 
nor timing of any further expansions to the proposed Southern Seawater Desalination plant.  
Again, a comparison of high quality potable water to total state-wide usage (of which a 
significant proportion is non-potable water) is inappropriate. 

(u) The IWSS is sourced from a combination of groundwater, surface water and desalination 
sources in conjunction with demand management initiatives. This security through diversity 
approach will ensure that whilst desalination is an important part of the IWSS supply, it will 
never be the only supply option. 

(v) In 2006, an Independent Review on the Options for Bringing Water to Perth from the 
Kimberley was undertaken and the review outlined four options in bringing water from the 
Kimberley region. Based on 200 GL/year scenario, these options are: 

Option   Capital Cost (billion) Unit cost of water ($/kL) 
Pipeline    $11.9    $9.7 
Canal    $14.5    $20.5 
Ocean Tanker  $6.2   $6.7 
0.5 GL Water Bag $5.3   Not calculated  
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Given the high capital costs and unit costs for each option, the Government has been 
considering cheaper alternatives in resolving the water crisis in WA. 

(w) (i)-(iii) Western Australian horticulture and agriculture industries are not being singled out as 
scapegoats for the overuse of water. However, in recognition that irrigated agriculture 
uses about 40% of all water use in WA, the 2003 State Water Strategy and the current 
State Water Plan address irrigated agriculture water use as one of the most important 
water use sectors in the State. A review of the irrigation industry resulted in the 
Blueprint for Water Reform initiating proposed changes to the water allocation and 
licensing processes in line with the National Water Initiative. 

(x) Currently, there is no regulation on dual flush toilet cisterns and it is not compulsory to retrofit 
these at major accommodation facilities or large commercial premises. Furthermore, as non-
residential customers pay approximately the marginal cost of supply, the decision to retrofit 
dual flush toilets is a commercial one, to be made in light of the cost of undertaking the 
retrofit. 

(y) Refer to answer above (x). 

(z) Western Australia has been experiencing a significant economic boom in the last few years 
with GDP measured at 2.7% in 2004-05 increasing to 4.9% in 2005-06 compared with the 
national average of 2.7% and 2.8% respectively. Increases in water consumption in the State 
during 2004-05 can be largely explained in terms of increased industrial activities around the 
state. Minerals, energy and commerce sectors account for 42% of the total water use by sector 
with an estimated usage of around 950 GL as explained in the State Water Plan 2007. 

(aa) The reason for the different uptake of rainwater tanks is unknown. A rebate for the purchase of 
a rainwater tank is available under the Waterwise Rebate Scheme. In the four years the rebate 
has been available 9716 rebates have been granted at a total of $1, 035, 021 million. 

(bb) No. The State's water needs are being managed effectively which is evidenced by Western 
Australia being in a significantly better position than most of the eastern states which are 
experiencing much more stringent water restrictions.. 

CITY OF JOONDALUP - MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL OF CHEMICALS INCLUDING HERBICIDES 

2432. Mr A.P. O’Gorman to the Minister representing the Minister for Local Government 

Is the Minister aware that the City of Joondalup is not responding to public questions by ratepayers, dated 24 
April 2007 and 22 May 2007, which are seeking information regarding how the City registers, manages and 
controls the type of chemicals, including herbicides, used within the City, and their application and distribution 
around natural bushland, public parks and drainage sumps? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 

The Department of Local Government and Regional Development advises that the minutes of Council meetings, 
as published on the City of Joondalup's website, show that while the City has provided specific responses to 
some questions, responses to other questions indicate that the issue is currently under investigation and review 
by the City.  

As some questions submitted directly relate to the investigation, it was not appropriate for the City of Joondalup 
to respond specifically to the questions asked at the time.  

The report of the investigation was completed after the 22 May 2007 meeting. In conjunction with this 
investigation, the City also commenced an internal review of the herbicide application program. 

The City advises that it has prepared draft responses to the questions raised and these have been referred to its 
legal advisors before they can be provided to the ratepayer, for reasons that the report is confidential and subject 
to legal privilege and the internal review is ongoing. 

PUBLIC HOSPITALS - STATISTICS ON REDUNDANCIES 

2433. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

For each of the following hospitals - 

(a) Royal Perth Hospital; 
(b) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital; 
(c) Fremantle Hospital; 
(d) Princess Margaret Hospital; 
(e) King Edward Memorial Hospital; and  
(f) Joondalup Hospital, 
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can the Minister provide the following information - 

(i) how many redundancies were offered in each hospital for each of the following 
financial years -  

(A) 2001-2002; 
(B) 2002-2003; 
(C) 2003-2004; 
(D) 2004-2005; and  
(E) 2005-2006; and 

(ii) what was the payout for each of those years? 
Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a) Royal Perth Hospital   
Year  Head Count  Amount ($) 
2001/02  12   648,474.57 
2002/03  25   1,291,140.70 
2003/04  1   57,877.05 
2004/05  6   553,947.37 
2005/06  2   353,793.56 

(b) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital   

Year  Head Count  Amount ($) 
2001/02  6   329,215.89 
2002/03  14   481,398.29 
2003/04  Nil   N/A 
2004/05  5   186,576.85 
2005/06  Nil   N/A 

(c) Fremantle Hospital & Health Service   

Year  Head Count  Amount ($) 
2001/02  15   618,090.01 
2002/03  8   260,867.20 
2003/04  1   2,687.39 
2004/05  1   32,899.00 
2005/06  3   110,979.25 

(d) Princess Margaret Hospital   

Year  Head Count  Amount ($) 
2001/02  9   177,246.77 
2002/03  1   47,758.40 
2003/04  Nil   N/A 
2004/05  3   176,525.99 
2005/06  Nil   N/A 

(e) King Edward Memorial Hospital   

Year  Head Count  Amount ($) 
2001/02  3   $196,268.70 
2002/03  Nil   N/A 
2003/04  Nil   N/A 
2004/05  2   $112,819.76 
2005/06  Nil   N/A 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH - STAFFING 

2434. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 
For each of the financial years -  

(a) 2001-2002; 
(b) 2002-2003; 
(c) 2003-2004; 
(d) 2004-2005; and 
(e) 2005-2006, 

can the Minister provide the following information -  
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(i) what was the total number of full-time medical staff employed by the Health Department of 
Western Australia; 

(ii) what number of these actually practised ‘hands on’ medicine; 

(iii) what number worked in administration; 

(iv) what was the total number of full-time registered nurses employed by the Department; 

(v) what number of these actually practised ‘hands on’ medicine; and 

(vi) what number worked in administration? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(i) Jun-02 Jun-03 Jun-04 Jun-05 Jun-06 

Full-time Medical 1,674 1,824 1,892 1,918 2,063 
Medical Staff 

All Medical Staff 2,045 2,003 2,221 2,096 2,473 

Note: Data is month-to-date full-time equivalents  

(ii)-(iii) All clinical staff undertake clinical and administrative duties, and a range of other non 'hands on' duties 
including management, research, training and development. Clinicians may also undertake project and 
leadership roles across the Department of Health so that their expertise forms part of health system 
reforms. 

(iv) Jun-02 Jun-03 Jun-04 Jun-05 Jun-06 

Full-time Nursing 4,583 4,858 5,054 5,134 5,188 
Staff 

All Nursing Staff 8,291 8,735 9,296 9,582 9,897 

Note: Data is month-to-date full-time equivalents  

(v)-(vi) All clinical staff undertake clinical and administrative duties, and a range of other non 'hands on' duties 
including management, research, training and development. Clinicians may also undertake project and 
leadership roles across the Department of Health so that their expertise forms part of health system 
reforms. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH - EMPLOYEE SURVEY 

2435. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

I refer to the survey titled ‘Have Your Say 2006 WA Health Employee Survey’ that all Health Staff were invited 
to complete in 2006, with the results to be made available by February 2007, and that a workforce strategy is 
scheduled to commence for Health in August 2007, and ask -  

(a) were the results made available to all staff; 

(b) what percentage of total staff participated in the survey; 

(c) what percentage of staff participated in the dental section; 

(d) what were the overall ratings; 

(e) what were the ratings for dental services; 

(f) will Dental Health be included in this workforce strategy; 

(g) will there be Dental Health Service staff included on the workforce committee; and 

(h) what planning for the future for the School Dental Service is being implemented given the 
current difficulty in attracting staff in this area? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a) Results of the 'Have Your Say 2006 WA Health Employee Survey' are currently being rolled 
out to staff at all levels of the organisation as part of a massive feedback process so that staff 
are able to hear about the results directly from their managers. This commenced in 
March 2007.  

(b) 36% of total staff participated in the survey. 

(c) 42% of staff from Dental Health Services participated in the survey. 
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(d) 71% of total staff perceived their workplace in a positive way or were neither openly positive 
nor openly negative. 

Note: WA Health results were highly comparable with the benchmark respondent group which 
consisted of over 50 government owned public health care sector organisations from NSW, 
QLD, VIC, ACT and New Zealand. 

(e) 49% of staff from Dental Health Services perceived their workplace in a positive way or were 
neither openly positive nor openly negative. 

(f)-(h)  The assumption is that the Member is referring to the development of a dental workforce 
strategy, and not the Healthy Workforce Strategic Framework 2006-2016, which was released 
in August 2006. 

Development of a workforce strategy has commenced and is anticipated to be completed by 
August 2007 to ensure the future of public dentistry in Western Australia. 

Curtin University, in association with Dental Health Services, commenced training School 
Dental Therapists in 2001. Since 2001 the number being trained has increased from 6 per year 
up to 15 per year. 

Dental Health Services has proposed a career path for Dental Clinic Assistants, which involves 
the creation of a promotional position at each School Dental Service Area. The Civil Service 
Association is presently consulting with staff on this proposal and will discuss their findings 
with Dental Health Services by the end of July 2007. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH - STATISTICS ON REDUNDANCIES 

2436. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

For each department or agency in the Health portfolio, can the Minister provide the following information -  

(a) how many redundancies were offered in the Health Department for each of the following 
years -  

(i) 2001-2002; 
(ii) 2002-2003; 
(iii) 2003-2004; 
(iv) 2004-2005; and 
(v) 2005-2006; 

(b) what was the payout for each of those years; and 

(c) how many directors and executive officers received redundancies for each of those years? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a)-(c) Department of Health    

Year  Head Count Amount ($) Directors/Executives 
2001/02  286  8,688,143.16  10 
2002/03  262  10,228,092.22  7 
2003/04  22  1,142,894.51  2 
2004/05  42  2,310,618.19  4 
2005/06  22  1,622,422.39  5 

Notes: 

The high number of redundancies for 2001-2002 and 2002-2003 were the result of a redundancies offer for non-
clinical staff during 2001. Many recipients of this package negotiated a July 2002 finish date.  

Considerable restructuring occurred following the release of the Health Reform Committee report A Healthy 
Future for Western Australians in March 2004. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH - STATISTICS ON STAFFING 

2437. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

For each department or agency in the Health portfolio, can the Minister provide the following information as at 1 
July for each of the years between 2001 and 2006 inclusive - 

(a) how many staff were employed in total and at each level; 

(b) how many permanent staff were employed; 

(c) how many non-permanent staff were employed; 
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(d) how many substantive positions were filled in an acting capacity; and  

(e) how many substantive positions were filled in an acting capacity for longer than three months? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a) See attached listing.  [See paper 3022.] 

Note: Data presented is a count of employees base salary income paid during the last fortnight 
of the relevant month by award grouped into the following annual base salary bands: 

Band 1  $0 - $29,999 
Band 2   $30,000 - $59,999 
Band 3   $60,000 - $89,999 
Band 4   $90,000 - $119,999 
Band 5  > $120,000 

(b) Jul-01 Jul-02 Jul-03 Jul-04 Jul-05 Jul-06 
17,433 17,760 18,064 19,257 20,181 20,822 

Data is month-to-date full-time equivalents  

(c) Jul-01 Jul-02 Jul-03 Jul-04 Jul-05 Jul-06 
4,809 5,030 4,664 4,885 4,909 5,338 

Data is month-to-date full-time equivalents  

(d) 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
1,162 1,248 1,396 1,408 1,511 2,186 

Data is sourced from the HR Data Warehouse  

Data is calendar year total positions filled by an occupant receiving higher duties allowance 
(HAD). 

Positions are only counted once for each calendar year if they were filled by occupant 
receiving HDA on multiple occasions. 

It should be noted that that staffing practices in filling vacant positions vary from site to site.  

(e) 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
386 409 481 436 508 714 

Data is sourced from the HR Data Warehouse  

Data is calendar year total positions filled by an occupant receiving higher duties allowance for 
three months or longer. 

Positions are only counted once for each calendar year if they were filled by occupant 
receiving HDA for more than three months on multiple occasions. 

It should be noted that that staffing practices in filling vacant positions vary from site to site.  

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH - EXPENDITURE ON ADVERTISING 

2438. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

For each department or agency in the Health portfolio, and for each of the financial years - 

(a) 2001-2002; 
(b) 2002-2003; 
(c) 2003-2004; 
(d) 2004-2005; and 
(e) 2005-2006, 

can the Minister provide the following information - 

(i) the total cost of advertising for each financial year; 

(ii) the total cost for television advertising for each financial year; 

(iii) the total cost of newspaper (including community newspapers) advertising for each 
financial year; 

(iv) the total cost of radio advertising for each financial year; and 

(v) the total cost of other advertising for each financial year? 
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Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a)-(e) (i) The following table identifies expenditure on advertising by WA Health entities for the 
financial years 2001-02 to 2005-06: 

2001-02  2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 
Department of Health 3,082,637  4,498,348  4,170,789  4,507,184  488,708  
Metropolitan Health Service(1) 1,455,185  1,765,741  1,035,598  1,200,570  1,428,387  
WA Country Health Service 182,789  979,339  661,288  707,579  742,315  
Drug & Alcohol Office 15,791  723,134  238,501  282,568  319,236  
Total WA Health 4,736,402  7,966,562  6,106,176  6,697,901  2,978,646  

(1)The Metropolitan Health Service comprises of the North and South Metropolitan Area 
Health Services, Child and Adolescent Health Service, PathWest, Dental Health Service, 
Health Corporate Network and the Peel Health Service. 

Notes:   (1) Outsourcing of numerous advertising and promotion responsibilities to Non-Government 
Organisations commenced in 2005-06. This advertising was previously purchased directly by 
the Health Promotion Unit, but is now recognised as the Purchase of External Services. 

(2) The table includes staff recruitment advertising. 

(a)-(e) (ii)-(v) The Department of Health's financial systems do not record advertising expenditure by type 
(television, radio, etc) and therefore this data is not available. 

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR GENERAL OF HEALTH - STAFFING 

2439. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

I refer to the Health Budget Estimates hearings of 23 May 2007 and the reference to the office of the Director 
General in Subiaco, and ask - 

(a) why does the location of the office of the Director General continue to be separated from the 
Department of Health official premises; 

(b) how many staff are currently working at this location; 

(c) in what capacity is each staff at that location employed as and what are their employment 
levels; 

(d) what is the yearly salary of each employee; and 

(e) how many staff who participated at this year’s Budget Estimates hearings work at that 
location? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a)  The Department of Health has several premises across the metropolitan area, with a number of 
functions being housed in the building at Royal Street, East Perth.  

As has been reported in Parliament previously (PQ 3403 - November 2004; PQ 3388 - April 2006; 
Legislative Council Estimates Committee May 2006; and Legislative Assembly Estimates Committee 
May 2007), office accommodation at 1 Alvan Street, Subiaco was located for the then Executive Chair, 
Health Reform Implementation Taskforce (HRIT) when he was appointed in 2004. Upon appointment 
as the Director General, it was deemed unnecessary to relocate the HRIT; rather, two staff members 
were relocated from Royal Street to Alvan Street to manage the functions of the Office of the Director 
General. 

Alvan Street continues to provide value for money accommodation compared to other metropolitan 
areas.  

Other office space previously leased by the Department of Health has been relinquished with the 
functions moving into the Royal Street building, which is now fully occupied. 

(a) 30 staff as at 23 May 2007. 

(c)-(d) See attached Table 1 - summary showing positions, level and salary.  [See paper 3023.] 

(e) Two. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH - PUBLICATIONS 

2440. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

For each department or agency in the Health portfolio, and for each of the financial years -  
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(a) 2001-2002; 
(b) 2002-2003; 
(c) 2003-2004; 
(d) 2004-2005; and 
(e) 2005-2006, 

can the Minister provide the following information -  

(i) what brochures, bulletins, pamphlets, and other forms of printed information 
(excluding in-house publications and annual reports) were produced for each financial 
year; 

(ii) what was the total cost of all publications for each financial year; and  

(iii) for each brochure, bulletin, pamphlet, and other form of printed information, what 
were the -  

(A) original and final costs; 
(B) purpose/s of the publication; and 
(C) names of any contractors involved and the services they provided? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

For the period 2001-2002 to 2005-2006, thousands of brochures, bulletins, pamphlets and similar have been 
ordered and purchased.  

Should the Member have a specific query, I will endeavour to provide an answer. 

MR CARL WOODS - DEATH WHILST IN POLICE CUSTODY 

2441. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

I refer to the death of Mr Carl Woods on 11 April 2006 whilst in police custody, and ask -  

(a) what policies exist that are directly aimed at preventing Indigenous death in custody, and -  

(i) if they exist, how are they implemented; and  
(ii) if there are no policies, why not? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(a) Standard Operating Procedures and a Lockup Manual for the management of Police Lockups 
and detainees are maintained, regularly reviewed and where necessary amended to ensure the 
Western Australia Police minimise the incidence of self harm and death in police custody. A 
computer database is also maintained and accessed to identify high risk detainees. 

(i) Custodial care begins from the moment a person is taken into custody as a detainee or 
arrested person. Custodial care requires a Police Officer to be vigilant and consistent 
in preventing a detainee or person in custody from suffering illness, injury or death. 
Where necessary this includes medical treatment prior to admission to a lockup or 
whilst in police custody. 

A policy aimed at preventing indigenous deaths in custody is the Aboriginal Visitors 
Scheme (AVS) which is in operation at most Police Station Lockups throughout the 
State. An example of the scheme relates to the Perth Watch House where it is 
recorded that since January 2007 there have been 96 visits to the Perth Watch House 
by Aboriginal visitors involved in the scheme. The AVS relies on the participation of 
community volunteers. However, the effectiveness of the scheme in some Police Sub-
Districts is affected by the availability of volunteers. 

Where Sobering up Shelters are available persons taken into Police care for 
drunkenness are conveyed to these facilities instead of Lockups. Community patrols 
operate in some towns to assist in conveying inebriated persons to their place of 
residence or Shelters. 

Safe cells are provided in all new police stations and the conversion of existing cells 
is being progressed state-wide as a priority basis within funding allocations. Safe cells 
are designed to reduce the opportunity for self harm and enhance the monitoring of 
persons in custody. 

Police Officers' training incorporates 'Use of Alternative Force Options" and the 
awareness and prevention of Positional Asphyxiation. Officers are also required to 
undergo training and qualify in Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation. 
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Section 262 of the Criminal Code provides a legislative requirement and sets out the 
duty of every person having charge of another in detention to provide the necessaries 
of life. Any person by reason of any omission to perform that duty commits an 
offence. 
WA Police have been active in implementing recommendations from the Royal 
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody and the Gordon Inquiry through the 
Government Action Plan. 

(ii) Not applicable. 

SHARED CORPORATE SERVICES PROJECT - CONSULTANTS ENGAGED 

2442. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Treasurer 
For each consultant/consultancy engaged by Treasury in relation to the Shared Corporate Services project - 

(a) what is the name of the consultancy; 
(b) what was the nature of work undertaken by the consultancy; 
(c) when was the contract awarded to the consultancy; and 
(d) what amount - 

(i) has been paid to; and 
(ii) is still to be paid to (under the terms of the contract), the consultancy? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 
Please refer to question on notice 2443. 

OFFICE OF SHARED SERVICES - CONSULTANTS ENGAGED 

2443. Mr T.R. Buswell to the Treasurer 
I refer to the answer provided in supplementary information A43 from Estimates Committee A on 24 May 2007, 
in relation to Treasury and Finance, and, for each of the following consultancy firms engaged by the Office of 
Shared Services -  

(a) Aem Group;  
(b) Alliance Professionals;  
(c) Auburna Consulting; 
(d) AOT Consulting Pty Ltd; 
(e) Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu;   
(f) Dillinger Group Development Pty Ltd; 
(g) Ernst and Young; 
(h) i-Kapita; 
(i) Ken Michael Consulting; 
(j) Mercer Management Consulting Services; 
(k) Neoprime; 
(l) Price Advertising and Consulting; 
(m) Prime Focus; 
(n) Quadrant Group; 
(o) Realisations Consulting Pty Ltd; 
(p) RSM Bird Cameron; 
(q) Sage Computing Services; 
(r) Stanton Partners; and 
(s) any other consultants engaged by the Office of Shared Services, 

and ask - 

(i) what was/is the nature of work undertaken by the firm;  
(ii) when were these contracts awarded; and 
(iii) what amount - 

(A) has been paid to the firm; and 
(B) is still to be paid (under the terms of the contract)? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 
All of the costs in this response have been included in previous Office of Shared Services expenditure reports. 
Although there are inevitably costs involved in establishing the Office of Shared Services, it will ultimately save 
the State Government about $55 million a year with these savings redirected to high priority areas of 
Government such as health, education and police. 
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It should be noted that consultants are engaged to provide highly specialised services that are not always 
available in the public sector. 

(a) 15 project management and technical advice type contracts awarded between March 2004 and 
May 2007 of which $5 816 414 has been paid, with a further $1 113 049 still to be paid. 

(b) One data migration contract awarded December 2005 of which $285 385 has been paid with 
no outstanding amount. 

(c) One probity audit contract awarded Nov 2003 of which $95 684 has been paid with no 
outstanding amount. 

(d) One provision of tender evaluation expertise contract awarded May 2004 of which $182 089 
has been paid with no outstanding amount. 

(e) 27 business processing, system design and strategic advice type contracts awarded between 
April 2003 and September 2006 of which $9 453 846 has been paid, with a further $85 786 
still to be paid. 

(f) One ICT JDF development contract awarded July 2005 of which $19 968 has been paid with 
no outstanding amount. 

(g) One project director and project management services contract awarded Jan 2007 of which 
$111 389 has been paid, with a further $838 611 still to be paid. 

(h) One preparation of JDF's contract awarded December 2004 of which $103 941 has been paid 
with no outstanding amount. 

(i) Two lead negotiator contracts awarded between November 2004 and December 2005 of which 
$87 168 has been paid with no outstanding amount. 

(j) One professional advice contract awarded March 2005 of which $9 116 has been paid with no 
outstanding amount. 

(k) Two architecture application contracts awarded between March 2004 and January 2005 of 
which $266 646 has been paid with no outstanding amount. 

(l) One structural review contract awarded October 2006 of which $8 731 has been paid with no 
outstanding amount. 

(m) One governance charter drafting contract awarded November 2004 of which $6 160 has been 
paid with no outstanding amount. 

(n) Eight planning, review and technical type contracts awarded between March 2004 and 
August 2006 of which $666 360 has been paid, with a further $26 386 still to be paid. 

(o) Two training course development contracts awarded November 2005 of which $29 945 has 
been paid, with $7 100 still to be paid. 

(p) Two contract evaluation contracts awarded between December 2003 and October 2004 of 
which $856 786 has been paid with no outstanding amount. 

(q) One seminar contract awarded December 2004 of which $9 900 has been paid with no 
outstanding amount. 

(r) Two probity audit contracts awarded between Aug 2004 and June 2005 of which $137 450 has 
been paid with no outstanding amount. 

(s) One human resource payroll system review contract awarded January 2006 of which $48 385 
has been paid with no outstanding amount. 

It should be further noted that the money now being spent on specialised services will prove a 
worthwhile investment for Western Australia. 

In November 2006, the Expenditure Review Committee made a decision to transfer the Office 
of Shared Services from the Department of the Premier and Cabinet to the Department of 
Treasury and Finance as a separate business area. The transfer of the employing authority 
became effective from 1 January 2007. 

Since the Department of Treasury and Finance took responsibility for the Office of Shared 
Services, several initiatives have been introduced including the implementation of a new high-
level organisational structure, appointment of a highly-experienced project director, 
establishment of a dedicated project management office, development of a fully integrated 
master project plan and new, improved whole of government governance arrangements. 
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Significant changes to the Shared Services project have already helped to ensure the reform 
delivers substantial benefits for Western Australia. Fifteen government agencies now receive 
their finance and procurement services from the Office of Shared Services and more will 
follow.  

NOONKANBAH NATIVE TITLE DETERMINATION 

2445. Mr J.H.D. Day to the Deputy Premier 

I refer to the answer to Legislative Assembly question on notice No. 2271, relating to the Noonkanbah Native 
Title Determination on 27 April 2007, and ask - 

(a) who owns the Cessna 404 aircraft; 

(b) what was the cost of chartering the Cessna 404 aircraft; 

(c) who is responsible for paying the cost of the charter; 

(d) does the seating capacity of 8 include pilots or are there 8 seats for passengers; 

(e) in what capacity did each of the six individuals named in the previous answer travel (note that 
this information was not provided in the previous answer, despite being asked for); 

(f) what is the job title of each of the six individuals named and who is their employer; 

(g) how did the Deputy Premier travel to the event; 

(h) if this travel was by aircraft, which aircraft, what is the seating capacity (excluding pilots), who 
else travelled on it and in what capacity; 

(i) what was the cost of charter for any aircraft referred to in (h), and who is responsible for 
paying the account; and 

(j) which other Members of Parliament attended the event and how did they travel there? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 

(a) Broome Aviation 

(b) $3545.00 

(c) Deputy Premier's Office 

(d) 8 seats for passengers 

(e)-(f) Kate Feguson: Journalist Broome Advertiser 
Phillipa Prior: Journalist Broome Advertiser 
Xavier Dhalluin: Journalist WIN Television 
Sandra Dann: Journalist Goolarri Media 
Noel Bridge: Consultant associated with Noonkanbah 
Shelley Eaton: Electorate Officer representing Shelley Archer 

Please note that one seat was allocated to the Broome Advertiser, but when the Perth flight was 
stranded, the other five seats were filled. 

(g) Did not attend, the plane broke down 

(h)-(i) N/A 

(j) Not known - invitation list was compiled by the Yungnora people 

ROADS - SPEED LIMITS 

2446. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

(1) What speed limits will apply to - 

(a) the extension of the Kwinana Freeway under construction between Folly Road and Greensland 
Road; and  

(b) the extension of the Bunbury Highway under construction south of Greensland Road to the 
existing motorway near Lake Preston? 

(2) What is the maximum speed limit for which each stretch of motorway has been designed? 

(3) Will the Minister guarantee that the speed limit on the new length of the Bunbury Highway will 
be 110km/hr? 
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Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

(1) The proposed speed limit on the section of New Perth Bunbury Highway from Safety Bay Road to 
South Yunderup Road is 100km/h. 

The proposed speed limit on the section of the New Perth Bunbury Highway south of South Yunderup 
Road, past Greenlands Road to Lake Clifton is 110km/h. 

(2) The geometric road design speed for New Perth Bunbury Highway main carriageways is 110km/h. The 
pavement surfacing design on the section from Safety Bay Road to South Yunderup only allows for a 
safe speed of 100km/h. 

(3) Speed limits are set by Main Roads WA taking into account road design standards, surfacing type, 
speed environment, traffic density and other road conditions affecting traffic safety. Speed limits will 
initially be set based on design criteria and then monitored and reviewed to assess traffic behaviour in 
relation to the speed environment. 

SCHOOLS - STATEWIDE TOILET UPGRADE PROGRAM 

2447. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for Education and Training 

I refer to the letter the Minister wrote to me on 1 June 2007, ref: 17-015163-DO07/157891, and ask - 

(a) what was the budget and actual expenditure on the statewide toilet upgrade program in each of 
the financial years - 

(i) 2003-2004; 
(ii) 2004-2005; 
(iii) 2005-2006; and  
(iv) 2006-2007; 

(b) which schools have had toilets upgraded in the program in each of those years; 

(c) will the Minister provide the Department of Education and Training feasibility study for toilet 
upgrades at Donnybrook District High School listed in paragraph three of the Minister’s letter; 
and - 

(i) if not, why not; and 

(d) in paragraph four, the Minister suggested the school put forward a submission to the district 
office in Bunbury. Has the school previously put forward any submissions, either individually 
or as part of a district high school sector review? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(a)  Year  Budget  Actual 

i 2003/2004 $2.4m  $2.2m 
ii 2004/2005 $1.1m  $1.3m 
iii 2005/2006 $1.0m  $1.1m 
iv 2006/2007 $1.5m  $0.3m* 

* The total amount of $1.5m has been fully committed, however construction has been delayed pending 
finalisation of building approvals. 

(b) i 2003/2004 Ashfield Primary School 
Balcatta Primary School 
Baldivis Primary School 
Bayulu Remote Community School 
Beaconsfield Primary School 
Cadoux Primary School 
Caversham Primary School 
Derby District High School 
Esperance Senior High School 
Jolimont Primary School 
Kojonup District High School 
Looma Remote Community School 
Munglinup Primary School 
Newton Moore Senior High School 
Vasse Primary School 
Victoria Park Primary School 
Waroona District High School 
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ii 2004/2005 Denmark Primary School 
East Manjimup Primary School 
Grass Patch Primary School 
Kalbarri District High School 
Kulin District High School 
North Perth Primary School 
Yandeyarra Remote Community School 
Yuna Primary School 

iii 2005/2006 Cyril Jackson Senior College 
Gosnells Primary School 
Lake Monger Primary School 
Mirrabooka Senior High School 
Mount Magnet District High School 
Palmyra Primary School 
Roleystone Primary School 

iv 2006/2007 Babakin Primary School 
Dalkeith Primary School 
Hyden Primary School 
Mount Hawthorn Primary School 
West Northam Primary School 

(c) Yes. Arrangements will be made for the Department of Education and Training to forward a copy of the 
feasibility study relating to the toilets at Donnybrook District High School to the local Member. 

(d) Yes. 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CORONER - STAFFING, PERFORMANCE INDICATORS, REPORTING TIMES 

2448. Dr K.D. Hames to the Attorney General 

I refer to the Office of the Chief Coroner, and ask - 

(a) what is the current FTE staffing level in the agency; 

(b) does the agency have any performance indicators; and  

(i) if so, what are they; 

(c) what have been the results of these performance indicators over the past three years; 

(d) over the past 10 years, what was the average time taken for the Coroner to give his report on an 
individual case and how does the average time relate to the performance indicators; 

(e) how do these times relate to the past three years; 

(f) over the past three years, has the Coroner requested additional resources; 

(g) on how many occasions were those requests made; 

(h) what was the Government’s response to those requests; and 

(i) how many investigations has the Coroner had to conduct for each year over the last three 
years? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

a. 11.6 public service FTE positions and two judicial officers, being the State Coroner and the Deputy 
State Coroner. 

b.  Yes. 

(i) For the 2005/06 financial year, the key performance indicators comprised: 

• Clearance Index,  
• Backlog; and  
• Average Cost per Case finalised.  

For the period 2003/04 to 2004/05 the KPIs comprised:  

Case finalisation ratio -   A- finalised before trial (inquest); 
B - finalised by trial (inquest); 
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• Average length of trials; 
• Percentage of case finalised within 52 weeks; 
• Backlog; and 
• Average cost per case. 

Note: The Department changed from an output based management (OBM) based methodology to a new 
justice system framework suite of indicators. 

c.  n the 2005/06 financial year the Department's KPIs did not publish individual jurisdiction level 
information, however, the Coroner's Court contribution was as follows: 

• Clearance Index - 86%  
• Backlog - 332; and  
• Average Cost per Case finalised - not available.  

For 2003/04 and 2004/05 the audited OBM KPIs are shown in the following table. To provide a more 
direct comparison, the equivalent but un-audited OBM figures are included for 2005/06.  

KPI      2003/04  2004/05  2005/06 

Case finalisation ratio -  

A- finalised before trial (inquest)   97%  97%  99% 
B - finalised by trial (inquest)   3%  3%  1% 

Average length of trials    2.5 days  2.7 days  5.3 days 

% of case finalised with 52 weeks   92%  91%  88% 

Backlog      232  304  332 

Average Cost per Case finalised   $2,875  $3,207  N/A* 

*It is not possible to provide a cost per case for 2005/06. The Department's indicators did not include a 
specific and discrete item for the Coroner's Court. In 2005/06, the coroner's court's statistical data was 
part of a set of global indicators for the whole of the courts sector. 

d.  Records are not maintained of the average time for the Coroner to give his report on an individual 
case. The closest indicator is the KPI "Cases finalised within 52 weeks". The values for the requested 
period are as follows: 

2005/06 -   88% 
2004/05 -   91% 
2003/04 -   92% 
2002/03 -   92% 
2001/02 -   92% 
2000/01 -   90% 
1999/00 -   92% 
1998/99 -   94% 
1997/98 -  95% 
1996/97 -   Not Available 

e.  The percentages are considered relatively consistent.  

f.  Yes. 

g.  Two. 

h.  2006/07 - unable to approve in view of other priorities. 
2007/08 - approved.  

i.  In the last three years the Coroner has investigated 3,150 cases in the metropolitan area, as follows: 

2003/2004 -  995 
2004/2005 -  1,049 
2005/2006 -  1,106 

In the same years there were a total of 1,233 cases in country areas investigated by regional coroners. 

METROPOLITAN HOSPITALS - USE OF EMPLOYMENT AGENCIES 

2449. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

Can the Minister advise -  
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(a) for each of the metropolitan hospitals, which employment agencies have been used to obtain 
agency personnel since 1 July 2001; and 

(b) how many agency staff have been employed, and in what positions? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a)-(b) See attached document.  [See paper 3024.] 

NOTE: Information extracted from the data warehouse.  

The "Cumulative Average FTE" is the average number of FTE engaged during each financial year of 
the period June 2001 to May 2007 (financial year to date). 

A "0.00" indicates the engagement of personnel, however the number of hours recorded as per the data 
warehouse is too low to register an FTE at two decimal places. For example, an agency may be asked to 
provide a person for one or two shifts only to cover a staff member's sick leave. 

INTERVENTION PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS 

2450. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

(1) Can the minister advise what Government programs aimed at childhood intervention, in response to the 
special development needs of children and adolescents, were available for each year from 2001-2006?  

(2) What funds were available for these programs for each year? 

(3) What number of child psychologists were employed by the Health Department for each year? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(1)-(2)  Intervention programs for children with special developmental needs are provided by a number of 
Government agencies including the Department of Health (DOH) and the Disability Services 
Commission, along with non-government organisations. DOH provides a range of services across the 
continuum of care for children and adolescents including those provided through hospitals, Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health services and Community Health services. 

Child and Adolescent Community Health Division 

Community Health provides universal child health and school health programs as well as a Child 
Development Service. The Child Development Service provides assessment, early intervention and 
therapy services for children at risk of, or who have identified developmental delay. Child development 
interventions are provided by a range of health professionals including speech pathologists, 
physiotherapists, occupational therapists, clinical psychologists, social workers, audiologists, 
paediatricians and medical officers. 

The Child Development Service operates out of 15 sites across the metropolitan area: six in the north; 
eight in the south; and the State Child Development Centre (SCDC), which currently forms part of 
Princess Margaret Hospital. 

Funds for the Child Development Service are provided in the table below. 

Financial year   Total ($) 
2001/02    9,642,255 
2002/03    10,069,293 
2003/04    11,123,900 
2004/05    12,536,043 
2005/06    12,685,993 

WA Country Health Service (WACHS) - Community and Population Health  
Mental health promotion programs are run in all WACHS regions by community health staff targeting 
preschool, primary and secondary school children. Programs that target childhood intervention in 
response to the special development needs of children and adolescents include: 

• Triple P - a family orientated program aiming to help parents teach their children social and 
communication skills. 

• Resourceful Adolescent Program (RAP). 
• FRIENDS for youth program. 
• Promoting Adolescent Sexual Health (PASH). 

These programs are core business for Population and Community Health teams and do not have a 
separate budget. 
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Princess Margaret Hospital 

The Psychological Medicine Clinical Care Unit (CCU) at the Child and Adolescent Health Service 
consists of four programs that provide a range of multidisciplinary clinical services to children and 
adolescents with mental health disorders. These programs are: 

•  The Paediatric and Consultation Liaison Program 
•  Acute services  
•  The Eating Disorders Program  
•  The Family Pathways Program.  

Note: An additional therapeutic service called Family and Early Intervention Program (FEIP) provided 
multidisciplinary services to young children 0-5 years with mental health problems. This service was 
closed in December 2003, following a significant decline in program use. Following the program 
closure, pre-school aged children and their families requiring intervention were offered access to 
treatment within the Family Pathways Program. Infants (0-3 years) who had been accessing FEIP were 
transferred to the Consultant-Liaison Service at PMH.  

The following table shows expenditure for each of the financial years for the Psychological Medicine 
CCU.  

Actuals    

Financial year 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 Total ($) 
Psychological Medicine 4,490,749  4,679,364  4,706,208  5,372,139 6,037,318  25,285,778 
CCU, PMH  

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 

CAMHS provide assessment, urgent response, counselling and intervention to children (0 to 18 years) 
and families that have an identified mental health issue. CAMHS are located in metropolitan and rural 
areas across Western Australia. The location and annual budgets for CAMHS across Western Australia 
over the last five years are: 

Region 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 

Metropolitan - North      
Clarkson  $577,000 $697,000 $760,000 $795,000 
Mirrabooka - - - $94,000 $236,000 
Hillarys - $63,000 $699,000 $708,000 $872,000 
Warwick - $1,152,000 $1,071,000 $948,000 $958,000 
Shenton - $1,015,000 $785,000 $737,000 $978,000 
Swan - - - - $627,000 
Swan Youth Therapies - - - - $245,000 

Metropolitan - South      
Armadale $816,905 $746,876 $763,849 $622,276 $805,079 
Bentley  $784,707 $996,208 $1,470,536 $1,626,993 $1,287,584 
Fremantle  $831,297 $1,056,745 $1,191,647 $1,284,578  $1,272,972 
Rockingham  $367,736 $420,679 $633,613 $684,138 $767,717 
Peel  $468,585 $486,743 $545,261 $570,951 $573,082 

WA Country Health Services      
Great Southern $345,432 $427,404 $438,120 $496,116 $506,628 
Goldfields $468,750 $459,375 $431,250 $421,875 $489,187 
Kimberley $301,302 $342,497 $322,474 $353,942 $520,527 
Midwest $385,143 $362,214 $357,040 $391,698 $428,954 
Pilbara $277,219 $315,097 $297,777 $334,479 $397,499 
South West $416,141 $484,956 $521,417 $385,929 $524,692 
Wheatbelt  $290,000 $331,000 $353,000 $401,000 $501,000 

The Department of Health also provides a number of specialised child and adolescent programs and 
inpatient services: 

Region 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 
Bentley Adolescent  $2,431,905 $2,130,263 $2,089,319 $2,119,497 $2,400,238 
Unit 
Families at Work $792,863 $892,007 $1,042,039 $966,056 $977,639 
(Bentley) 
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Transition Unit $181,736 $155,717 $286,379 $424,781 $624,290 
(Bentley) 
Youth Reach South - - - $4,974 $526,453 
Youthlink  - - - $1,133,000 
Multi-systemic Therapy - $240,587 $140,830 $228,471 $1,127,444 
(MST)  

Mental Health Division  

The Mental Health Division provides funding to a number of non-government organisations for the 
provision of services for children and adolescents.  

Region 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 
Curtin University - $86,013 $105,588 $80,447 $83,576 
TVW Telethon Institute $210,940 $215,690 $218,113 $224,874 $242,784 
for Child Health  
Fremantle Regional $52,840 $54,000 $54,637 $56,331 $58,312 
Division of General 
Practice 
Wanslea Family Services - - - - $90,000 
Samaritans $41,647 $42,590 $43,066 $44,401 $45,817 
Perth Inner City - - - - $79,992 
Youth Service 
University of $260,876 - - $50,000 $207,034 
Western Australia 
WA Aids Council $72,000 $73,440 $74,262 $76,564 $79,257 
The Richmond $200,000 - - - - 
Fellowship of WA 
Learning and Attentional - $10,000 - - - 
Disorder Society of WA 

Note: Child and adolescent needs also the focus of other NGO contracts provided under WA Health, but 
are part of the NGOs contracts' line operations and/or are listed as sub-items within their contract. 

(3) WA Health employs psychologists, clinical psychologists and psychiatrists who work with children. 

Psychologists undertake four years undergraduate study - they are not specifically trained as a 'child 
psychologist' but may be a registered psychologist who works mainly with children. 

Clinical psychologists are those who have completed the four-year undergraduate course and then 
undertake a further two year postgraduate course and then work two supervised years. They are not 
specifically trained in 'child psychology' but may elect to work in the area and therefore gain specialist 
skills and knowledge in this field over a period of time - the Department of Health does not usually 
refer to them as 'child psychologists' or 'child clinical psychologists'. 

Psychiatrists are medically trained and undertake a specialist course. They have a specialist course in 
child and adolescent psychiatry but are only registered with the Medical Board as a 'psychiatrist'.  

The total number of clinical psychologists employed by WA Health is provided below, as the number of 
psychologists who work with children is not separately identified in its workforce data systems. 

June 2001 June 2002 June 2003 June 2004 June 2005 June 2006 
140 136 146 150 157 194 

Note: Data is month-to-date FTE. 

The total annual average number of psychiatrists (consultant psychiatrists and psychiatry registrars) 
employed by WA Health is provided below, as the number of psychiatrists who work with children is 
not separately identified in its workforce data systems. 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
195 200 195 201 220 233 

Note: Data for the years 2001-2003 is from the National Mental Health Report 2005. The data for 2004 
and 2005 will be published in the National Mental Health Report 2007 later this year. The 2006 figure 
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is derived from the returns from Mental Health Services for the National Minimum Data Set Mental 
Health Establishments. 

DENTAL HOSPITALS AND GOVERNMENT DENTAL CLINICS - NUMBER OF PATIENTS 

2451. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

How many patients were treated at each of the dental hospitals and other Government dental clinics during the 
following years -  

(a) 2001-2002; 
(b) 2002-2003; 
(c) 2003-2004; 
(d) 2004-2005; and 
(e) 2005-2006? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

See attached document.  [See paper 3025.] 

DENTAL HOSPITALS AND GOVERNMENT DENTAL CLINICS - NUMBER OF PATIENTS AND 
WAITING TIMES 

2452. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

What are the latest figures for people waiting for dental work at each of the Perth Dental Hospitals and other 
government dental clinics in terms of waiting times and the total number of people waiting for treatment? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

This Question seeks the same information as the Member's Question on Notice 2468. 

I therefore request that the Member refer to Question on Notice 2468 for the response to this Question. 

RURAL AND REGIONAL PUBLIC HOSPITALS - VACANCIES FOR DOCTORS AND NURSES 

2453. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

I refer to rural and regional public hospitals, and ask - 

(a) how many vacancies were there for doctors as at 1 June 2007 in each regional and rural public 
hospital in Western Australia; 

(b) where were those vacancies and for how long have these vacancies existed; 

(c) how many vacancies were there for nurses at 1 June 2007 in each regional and rural public 
hospital in Western Australia; and 

(d) where were those vacancies and for how long have these vacancies existed? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a)-(b) There were 17.8 full time equivalent (FTE) vacancies for doctors as at 1 June 2007. 

Broome       1 6 months 
Derby       2.5 various 
Kununurra      1 12 months 
Albany       1 32 months 
Kalgoorlie      1 12 months 
Merredin      0.5 6 months 
Bunbury/Busselton Emergency Dept Roster  8 various 
Port Hedland      2.8 various 

Notes: 
i. Doctors are currently in short supply and as a result, it can take a considerable time to locate 

and engage replacements for vacant positions. Where medical positions are vacant, interim 
arrangements are put in place utilising locum doctors until a permanent replacement is in 
place.  

ii.  Measures to attract and retain doctors in rural areas include: provision of subsidised 
accommodation; establishment of a Clinical Workforce Support Unit to focus on clinical 
recruitment initiatives; sponsorship for overseas doctors wishing to work in Western Australia, 
including relocation assistance; negotiation of a new enterprise bargaining agreement covering 
salaried doctors. 

(c)-(d)  There were 103 vacancies for nurses as at 1 June 2007. 
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Laverton   2 longstanding 
Leonora    1 longstanding 
Norseman   3 various 
Kalgoorlie   14.2 various 
Beverley   2 1 and 2 months 
Bruce Rock   2.5 various 
Corrigin    2.6 various 
Dalwallinu   2 6 months 
Kellerberrin   1 4 months 
Kondinin   1.2 12 months 
Lake Grace   1 12 months 
Merredin   1 6 months 
Moora    1 18 months 
Narembeen   3 1 - 4 months 
Narrogin   1 1 month 
Northam    2.5 various 
Pingelly    2 6 months 
Southern Cross   1 12 months 
Wagin    1 1 month 
Wongan Hills   3 various 
Wyalkatchem   4 various 
York    0.4 2 months 
Busselton   10 various 
Collie    3.4 various 
Bunbury    10 various 
Port Hedland   6 various 
Nickol Bay   7.4 various 
Onslow    2.5 various 
Roebourne   1 longstanding 
Tom Price   1.5 longstanding 
Paraburdoo   2.1 longstanding 
Exmouth   1.2 5 months 
Northampton   2 various 
Mullewa    2 12 months 
Three Springs   1.5 12 months 

Notes: 
(i) Where vacancies exist, they are covered by the engagement of agency, contract or casual staff 

while recruitment of permanent staff is progressed. Vacancies indicated as 'longstanding' are in 
locations with high turnover rates. In these locations, the resignation rate tends to equal the 
recruitment rate, so that there are vacancies in the nursing establishment at most times. The 
duration of vacancies is listed as 'various' are where there are multiple vacancies that have 
existed for a widely varying period of time. In these locations, the average duration of 
vacancies is generally two to three months. 

(ii) Strategies used to attract nurses to work in country areas include: 'Ocean to outback' program 
to attract new post graduate nurses; 'Country to coast' program for experienced nurses to rotate 
through a variety of hospitals; promotion of opportunities for Nurse Practitioners to work in 
rural health; project being undertaken to increase the number of positions available for new 
graduate nurses in country hospitals; establishment of a 'direct-entry' graduate mental health 
program to allow newly graduated registered nurses to commence work in mental health units; 
promotion of careers in rural nursing at the annual Perth Nursing Expo; and extensive 
advertising within Australia and overseas to attract nurses to difficult to staff areas. 

FREMANTLE HOSPITAL - CONSULTANTS ENGAGED 

2454. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

(1) Can the Minister advise how many consultants have been engaged by the administration of Fremantle 
Hospital from 1 February 2003 to date? 

(2) Who were the consultants? 

(3) What is the purpose of each consultancy? 

(4) What is the duration of each consultancy? 
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(5) What is the cost of each consultancy? 

(6) What are the terms of reference of each consultancy? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

On 2 May 2006 (PQ 947) the Member for Vasse asked for information relating to the number of 
contractors/consultants employed in various disciplines. I was advised by the Department of Health that it took 3 
weeks to answer PQ 947. 

Subsequently, on 17 May 2007 (PQ 2008), the Member for Vasse sought the same information relating to 
different periods, to which a response was also provided. See attached.  [See paper 3026.] 

At that time, I advised the Member "answering questions of this nature are time consuming and labour resource 
intensive. For each department and agency, it requires diverting scarce resources away from core service 
provision. If the Member has a specific question, I will endeavour to answer it, but I am unable to continually 
agree to limited resources, particularly health resources, being diverted to across-the-board detailed "catch all" 
questions."  

Section 7 of the Public Sector Management Act 1994, which was introduced by the Court Government in 1994, 
sets out the general principles of public administration and management to be observed in relation to the Public 
Sector. 

At subsection 7(f) it states: 

"resources are to be deployed so as to ensure their most efficient and effective use". 

I have no desire to see the right of the Member restricted in asking parliamentary questions, and I understand that 
the role of the Opposition, to hold the Government accountable; however, resources within my agencies have to 
be managed prudently. 

In light of the requirement to effectively manage public sector resources, it concerns me that in my departments 
and agencies, disproportionate resources have to be applied to answering parliamentary question of a corporate, 
operational or "catch all" nature. 

A six-monthly summary of consultants engaged on contracts for services are prepared and include details of new 
and ongoing consultancy arrangements. Reports of consultants engaged by all government departments and 
agencies on contracts for services during the specified period have been tabled in Parliament. 

METROPOLITAN PUBLIC HOSPITALS - STAFFING CUTS 

2455. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

For each of the years from 2001 to 2006, which clinical departments have been asked to cut FTEs and by how 
many in each of the following hospitals -  

(a) Royal Perth Hospital; 
(b) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital; 
(c) Fremantle Hospital; 
(d) Princess Margaret Hospital; 
(e) King Edward Memorial Hospital; and 
(f) Joondalup Hospital? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a)-(f) Clinical and administrative staffing at individual hospitals is closely monitored to ensure 
effective and efficient service provision. While there has been overall growth in the numbers 
of clinical staff across the metropolitan area, from 10,747 FTE in June 2001 to 13,697 FTE in 
June 2006, from time to time there have been fluctuations in FTEs at individual sites. 

Note: Clinical Staff is defined as Nurses, Doctors and Medical Support Staff (comprised mostly of 
Allied Health). Data is month-to-date full-time equivalents for June of 2001 and June 2006. Note that 
data is not available for Joondalup.  

METROPOLITAN PUBLIC HOSPITALS - STAFFING 

2456. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

For each of the metropolitan hospitals, can the Minister table how many staff (FTEs) are employed in the areas 
of - 

(a) Human Resources; 
(b) Industrial Relations; 
(c) Finance and Accounting; 
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(d) Information technology; 
(e) Supply; 
(f) Maintenance; 
(g) Public Relations/Media; and 
(h) Hotel and Catering? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a)-(h)     SMAHS   NMAHS C&AHS 
(a) Human Resources   45       42  
(b) Industrial Relations    11  
(c) Finance and Accounting  27       22  
(d) Information Technology 45       60  
(e) Supply    NIL   NIL   NIL 
(f) Maintenance    115      135  
(g) Public Relations/Media 5  4  2 
(h) Hotel and Catering   1,306   880   119 

Notes: 

1.  Month-To-Date Total Full Time Equivalent data for May 2007. 
2.  SMAHS = South Metropolitan Area Health Service and includes Armadale/Galliers Hospital, 

Bentley Hospital, Fremantle/Kaleeya Hospital, Murray Districts Hospital, Rockingham 
Kwinana District Hospital, and Royal Perth Hospital/Shenton Park. 

3.  NMAHS = North Metropolitan Area Health Service and includes Sir Charles Gairdner 
Hospital, Graylands, Selby/Lemnos, Osborne Park, Swan/Kalamunda Health Service, and 
King Edward Memorial Hospital. 

4.  C&AHS = Children & Adolescent Health Service and includes Princes Margaret Hospital and 
metropolitan-based community services. 

5.  Excludes agency staff. 
6.  Hotel and catering (h) includes Catering, Cleaning, Orderlies & Transport, Patient Support 

Assistants, Laundry & Linen, and Stores & Supply. NMAHS includes two large sites - Royal 
Perth Hospital/Shenton Park and Fremantle. 

7. Excludes staff employed at Health Corporate Network and InfoHealth. 
8.  Human resources (a), Finance and Accounting (c), Information technology (d) and Hotel and 

catering (h) staff are shared across NMAHS and C&AHS. 
9. Industrial Relations (b) staff is shared across all sites. 

METROPOLITAN PUBLIC HOSPITALS - SURGICAL PROCEDURES 

2457. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

For each of the following hospitals -  

(a) Royal Perth Hospital; 
(b) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital; 
(c) Fremantle Hospital; 
(d) Princess Margaret Hospital; 
(e) King Edward Memorial Hospital; and 
(f) Joondalup Hospital, 

can the Minister advise how many surgical procedures were performed by consultants working on a sessional 
basis for each of the following years -  

(i) 2001-2002;  
(ii) 2002-2003; 
(iii) 2003-2004;  
(iv) 2004-2005; and  
(v) 2005-2006? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a) Royal Perth Hospital Group (including Shenton Park Rehabilitation Campus) 

2001/02  2002/03  2003/04  2004/05  2005/06 
3,683  6,815  4,504  4,021  3,349 
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Note:  Data derived from the Royal Perth Hospital Theatre Management Systems where the session 
owner was recorded as one of the surgeons present. Sessional staff only, excludes full-time 
consultants. Data is based on recorded procedures and is not a count of theatre cases. 

Up to three different consultants (surgeons) per operation were included in the data. If, during 
one operation, two sessional consultants performed procedures, this is counted as two 
procedures. 

(b) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital 

2001/02  2002/03  2003/04  2004/05  2005/06 
2,593  2,772  2,755  2,880  3,352 

Note:  Data was derived from InfoHealth Theatre Management System for SCGH where the session 
owner was recorded as one of the surgeons present. Sessional staff only, excludes full time 
consultants. Data is based on recorded procedures and is not a count of theatre cases. 

(c) Fremantle Hospital & Health Service Group (including Kaleeya) 

2001/02  2002/03  2003/04  2004/05  2005/06 
4,098  4,710  3,949  3,497  2,794 

Note:  Data derived from the Fremantle Theatre Management Systems where the session owner was 
recorded as one of the surgeons present. Sessional staff only, excludes full-time 
consultants. Data is based on recorded procedures and is not a count of theatre cases. 

Up to three different consultants (surgeons) per operation were included in the data. If, during 
one operation, two sessional consultants performed procedures, this is counted as two 
procedures. 

(d) Princess Margaret Hospital 

2001/02  2002/03  2003/04  2004/05  2005/06 
2,510  3,628  3,619  3,808  3,401 

Note:  Data derived from the PMH Theatre Management System where the session owner was 
recorded as one of the surgeons present. Sessional staff are those that work less than 0.8 FTE, 
excludes full-time consultants. Data is based on recorded procedures and is not a count of 
theatre cases. 

(e) King Edward Memorial Hospital 

2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-3005 2005-2006 
1,593  1,607  1,464  1,462  1,193 

Note:  Data derived from the KEMH Theatre Management System where the session owner was 
recorded as one of the surgeons present. Sessional staff are all staff less than 0.8 FTE. Data is 
based on the recorded procedures and is not a count of theatre cases.  

(f) Joondalup Health Campus 

2001/02  2002/03  2003/04  2004/05  2005/06 
542  635  613  638  608 

Note:   Data derived from the Joondalup Health Campus Theatre Module of the Patient Management 
System. Sessional consultant staff only, ie excludes full time consultants  

METROPOLITAN PUBLIC HOSPITALS - WARD CLOSURES 

2458. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

For each of the following hospitals -  

(a) Royal Perth Hospital; 
(b) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital; 
(c) Fremantle Hospital; 
(d) Princess Margaret Hospital; 
(e) King Edward Memorial Hospital; and 
(f) Joondalup Hospital, 

can the Minister advise - 

(i) how many wards were closed on 1 March 2007; and 
(ii) how many beds were closed on 1 March 2007? 
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Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

Note:  An available inactive bed/chair is a bed/chair in a ward area that cannot be used for an admitted patient 
(i.e. is closed for operational management reasons, such as infection control, staffing, clinical, demand 
management, ward maintenance etc.)  

(a) Royal Perth Hospital (including Shenton Park Campus) 

(i) One multiday ward which is currently being used to accommodate the Podiatry and Diabetes 
Outpatient Clinic pending completion in July 2007 of new accommodation for this 
service. When the clinic relocates the ward will be re-equipped with beds to provide a capacity 
of 21 beds for winter. 

(ii) Multiday:  Nil. 

(b) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital 

(i) Nil. 

(ii) 11 multiday beds due to ward maintenance. 

(c) Fremantle Hospital (includes Kaleeya Hospital): 

(i) One multiday rehabilitation ward was closed for renovation. 

(ii) Multiday:  36 rehabilitation beds on the ward closed for renovation.  

22 surgical beds at Kaleeya due to demand. (only certain surgical specialties 
operate at Kaleeya and patients must meet specific anaesthetic criteria to 
have surgery performed at the hospital) 
12 paediatric beds due to usual seasonal demand. 

(d) Princess Margaret Hospital: 

(i) One multiday general paediatric ward due to ward renovations and reconfigurations.  

(ii) 18 general paediatric beds from the closed ward.  
11 other multiday beds closed for summer.  
1 sameday bed closed for summer. 

(e) King Edward Memorial Hospital; 

(i) Nil. 
(ii) Nil. 

(f) Joondalup Hospital 

(i) Nil. 

(ii) Three multiday orthopaedic beds were inactive. 

KING EDWARD MEMORIAL HOSPITAL - ENGAGEMENT OF CONSULTANTS 

2459. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

(1) Can the Minister advise how many consultants have been engaged by the administration of King 
Edward Memorial Hospital from 1 February 2003 to date? 

(2) Who were the consultants? 

(3) What is the purpose of each consultancy? 

(4) What is the duration of each consultancy? 

(5) What is the cost of each consultancy? 

(6) What are the terms of reference of each consultancy? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

Please refer to response provided to parliamentary question 2454. 

HOSPITALS - EMPLOYMENT OF ORDERLIES OR HOSPITAL SERVICE ASSISTANTS 

2460. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

(1) Can the Minister advise which hospitals in Western Australia utilise orderlies or hospital service 
assistants employed through contractors? 

(2) For each hospital - 
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(a) which company has the contract; 
(b) when was the contract awarded; 
(c) on what date does the contract expire; 
(d) what was the original contract cost of the contract; and 
(e) what is the annual cost of the contract? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(1) Royal Perth, Sir Charles Gairdner, King Edward Memorial, Princess Margaret, and Osborne Park 
Hospitals, as well as Graylands, Selby Lemnos and Special Care Health Services at North Metropolitan 
Area Health Service use agency staff when required. 

(2) (a)  Temporary staff are engaged through a range of agencies/contractors on an 'as required' basis, 
using the Government's Common Use Agreement. 

(b)-(e)  Not applicable. 

PRINCESS MARGARET HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN - ENGAGEMENT OF CONSULTANTS 

2461. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

(1) Can the Minister advise how many consultants have been engaged by the administration of Princess 
Margaret Hospital from 1 February 2003 to date? 

(2) Who were the consultants? 

(3) What is the purpose of each consultancy? 

(4) What is the duration of each consultancy? 

(5) What is the cost of each consultancy? 

(6) What are the terms of reference of each consultancy? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

Please refer to response provided to parliamentary question 2454. 

HEALTH PORTFOLIO - USE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS/MEDIA CONSULTANCY 

2462. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

For each department or agency in the Health portfolio, and for each of the following financial years, -  

(a) 2001-2002; 
(b) 2002-2003; 
(c) 2003-2004; 
(d) 2004-2005; and  
(e) 2005-2006, 

can the Minister provide the following information -  

(i) on how many occasions did each department or agency use the services of a public 
relations/media consultancy; and  

(ii) for each occasion, what was the - 

(A) nature of the occasion/event/project; 
(B) name of the contractor/consultancy; and 
(C) cost of the contract/consultancy? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

I refer the Member to his question 2440 and the answer provided. 

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL - ENGAGEMENT OF CONSULTANTS 

2463. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

(1) Can the Minister advise how many consultants have been engaged by the administration of Royal Perth 
Hospital from 1 February 2003 to date? 

(2) Who were the consultants? 

(3) What is the purpose of each consultancy? 

(4) What is the duration of each consultancy? 

(5) What is the cost of each consultancy? 
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(6) What are the terms of reference of each consultancy? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

Please refer to response provided to parliamentary question 2454. 

SIR CHARLES GAIRDNER HOSPITAL - ENGAGEMENT OF CONSULTANTS 

2464. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

(1) Can the Minister advise how many consultants have been engaged by the administration of Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital from 1 February 2003 to date? 

(2) Who were the consultants? 

(3) What is the purpose of each consultancy? 

(4) What is the duration of each consultancy? 

(5) What is the cost of each consultancy? 

(6) What are the terms of reference of each consultancy? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

Please refer to response provided to parliamentary question 2454. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH - EMPLOYMENT OF SPEECH PATHOLOGISTS 

2465. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

Can the Minister advise how many speech pathologists were employed by the Health Department as at 1 July for 
each of the years 2001 to 2006 inclusive? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

Month  Employees 
July 2001 129 
July 2002 138 
July 2003 147 
July 2004 148 
July 2005 153 
July 2006 157 

Note: Month-To-Date Total Full Time Equivalent data. 

HEALTH PORTFOLIO - RECRUITMENT OF STAFF 

2466. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

For each department or agency in the Health portfolio, can the Minister provide the following information -  

(a) for the following years - 

(i) 2001-2002; 
(ii) 2002-2003; 
(iii) 2003-2004; 
(iv) 2004-2005; and 
(v) 2005-2006, 

how many staff were recruited to each department or agency in each of the following categories - 

(A) Senior Executive Service; and 
(B) Levels 1-8; 

(b) of the above staff -  

(i) how many were recruited internally; and 
(ii) how any were recruited through external agencies; 

(c) what are the names of the external agencies used; and 

(d) what was the cost of using external agencies for each of the above years? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a) 2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 20004-2005 2005-2006 

Senior Executive Service  4 8 7 Nil 3 
PSA Levels 1-8 127 193 207 146 173 
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Notes: 

1.  Data is the number of persons recruited (head count) for each financial year. 

2.  Data includes persons recruited to the Department of Health, the Drug and Alcohol Office and 
the Office of Health Review.  

3.  Only Public Sector Award (PSA) employees are included.  

4.  Employees who were already employed at the SES level have not been counted if they 
obtained subsequent SES level contracts during the financial years specified. 

(b)-(d)  This information is not able to be sourced as it is not stored on centralised Department of Health 
information electronic systems, and selection files are destroyed after 12 months in keeping with 
selection file archiving requirements. 

The Department of Health sources agency staff using the State Government's Common Use Agreement. 

HEALTH - WESTERN AUSTRALIANS ON WAITING LISTS FOR SPECIALIST APPOINTMENTS 

2467. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

Can the Minister advise how many people in Western Australia are currently waiting to see specialists to decide 
whether they should go on a public hospital waiting list for surgery? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

As at 31 May 2007, 14,195 people were waiting for an appointment to see surgical specialists at the metropolitan 
hospitals for assessment. In addition, 7072 people had specific appointment dates to be reviewed by surgical 
specialists. A significant number of these people will not require surgery. 

METROPOLITAN DENTAL HOSPITALS AND GOVERNMENT DENTAL CLINICS - 
NUMBER OF PATIENTS AND WAITING TIMES 

2468. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Health 

Can the Minister advise what are the latest figures for people waiting for dental work at each of the metropolitan 
dental hospitals and other Government dental clinics in terms of average waiting times and the total number of 
people waiting for treatment? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

Mean Waiting Time Number of 
Time (Months) Patients 

Oral Health Centre of WA 0.5 2 
Albany 1.0 630 
Albany Prison Nil 1 
Armadale 4.7 946 
Broome * N/A N/A 
Bunbury 30.3 1830 
Busselton 17.1 751 
Community Dental Unit 1 * (Ravensthorpe) N/A N/A 
Community Dental Unit 2 * (services the central Wheatbelt)  N/A N/A 
Community Dental Unit 3 * (services schools in the northern Wheatbelt) N/A N/A 
Cockburn 0.8 708 
Derby 1.0 3 
Derby Mobile * N/A N/A 
Disability Services Clinic * N/A N/A 
Domiciliary * N/A N/A 
Emergency Service * N/A N/A 
Exmouth * N/A N/A 
Fitzroy Crossing * N/A N/A 
Fremantle 5.6 369 
Geraldton 17.8 307 
Goldfields 12.0 73 
Joondalup 1.4 1084 
Kununurra * N/A N/A 
Leonora * N/A N/A 
Meekatharra * N/A N/A 
Morley 6.5 1842 
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Mt Henry 4.4 125 
Newman 3.5 170 
North Perth 18.1 883 
Rockingham 10.8 1343 
South Hedland 6.0 19 
South Hedland Mobile * N/A N/A 
Swan 3.9 865 
Victoria Park 11.3 1131 
Warwick 10.7 1841 

*Wait list information is not maintained for the smaller dental clinics. Patients are seen when the clinics operate 
and when the patient presents they are treated immediately or given an appointment. 

Note: 

1.  The most recent national data (June 2006) shows that Western Australia's mean dental wait times are 
the lowest of all jurisdictions where data has been provided. 

2.  New dental clinics in Broome, Kununurra, Fitzroy Crossing and Bunbury (upgrade) are scheduled for 
completion during 2007. 

SCHOOLS - REMOVAL OF VIOLENT AND DISRUPTIVE STUDENTS FROM 
MAINSTREAM CLASSROOMS 

2469. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for Education and Training 

(1) Can the Minister advise the date that he first learnt that the Member for Kalgoorlie had proposed a new 
system that would see violent and disruptive students removed from mainstream classrooms in favour 
of offsite classrooms? 

(2) Can the Minister advise how he first learnt that the Member for Kalgoorlie had proposed this initiative? 

(3) Can the Minister advise what his response was to the initiative proposed by the Member for Kalgoorlie? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(1)  Earlier this year. 

(2)  I first learnt about the Member’s proposal from his letter to me outlining a plan to use the Kalgoorlie 
Boulder Camp School to accommodate violent and abusive students. 

(3)  As I indicated in my response, I had already directed the Department for Education and Training to 
develop alternative behaviour programs for disruptive students. Kalgoorlie Boulder Community College 
was included in the planned pilot of behaviour centres for 2007.. 

KOOKABURRA CARAVAN PARK, BUSSELTON 

2470. Ms K. Hodson-Thomas to the Minister representing the Minister for Local Government 

I refer to the Kookaburra Caravan Park in Busselton, and ask – 

(a) is there a proposal to rezone the Caravan Park to residential to make way for a housing 
development; and 

(i) if so, what provisions will be made for the permanent residents who live in the middle 
camp of the caravan park; 

(b) will the heritage peppermint trees on the caravan park be retained; and -  

(i) if not, what will happen to the long established colony of ringtail possums that have 
made their home in the peppermint trees; 

(c) if the caravan park is being relocated to the oval at the end of the football field, what shade will 
be made available to campers; and 

(d) what will happen to the Pioneer Cemetery that is adjacent to the Kookaburra Caravan Park? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 

(a) The redevelopment of the existing Kookaburra Caravan Park is an option being considered by 
the Busselton Jetty Working Group, comprising representatives from both the State 
Government and the Shire of Busselton. However, the proposed land developments associated 
have not yet been approved by government. 
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(i) Should the relocation of the caravan park proceed, it is proposed that all permanent 
residents will be provided with an ex-gratia payment to assist with the cost of 
relocating to the new facility. 

(b) (i)  LandCorp is currently investigating the potential environmental impact of the 
proposed development. The Shire of Busselton has advised that it will consider 
options for managing the potential effects of redevelopment on the possum colony 
and peppermint trees should the relocation of the caravan park be approved. In 
addition, any proposed development will require the appropriate statutory approvals 
prior to consideration by the Shire. 

(c) The Shire of Busselton has advised that in addition to the shade provided by existing trees on 
the proposed site for the new caravan park, another 500 trees will be planted if the relocation is 
approved. 

(d) The Old Busselton Cemetery, (Pioneer Cemetery), will not be affected by any redevelopment. 

SOUTH WESTERN HIGHWAY - IMPROVEMENTS 

2471. Mr P.D. Omodei to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

Given the closure of the Bunbury to Lambert railway line in March 2005, with all log and woodchip rail freight 
being moved to road freight, and the Minister’s claims, in a media statement of 14 June 2007, that initiatives to 
improve traffic conditions on South Western Highway included work done back in 2001-2002, I ask -  

(a) what road improvements along South Western Highway, between Boyanup and Walpole, have 
been undertaken and completed in -  

(i) 2001; 
(ii) 2002; 
(iii) 2003; 
(iv) 2004; 
(v) 2005; 
(vi) 2006; and  
(vii) 2007 (year-to-date); 

(b) what was the cost of these road works; 
(c) when did these road works commence; 

(d) what road improvements are still to be undertaken and along which sections on South Western 
Highway; and 

(e) when will all road improvements included in the $20 million budget announced in September 
last year for the South Western Highway be completed? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

(a) (i)  2000/01 - Donnybrook main street upgrade $1.7M 

(ii) 2001/02 - Various minor works. 

(iii) 2002/03 - Construct southbound passing lane and extend northbound overtaking lane 
north of Balingup - $0.63M completed in April 2003. 

(iv) 2003/04 (works completed early/mid 2004) 
a. Construct short descending lane south of Balingup - $0.06M 
b. Construct northbound and southbound passing lanes north of Kirup - $1.45M 
c. Construct northbound passing lane near Mullalyup - $0.60M 

d. Improve clear zone by removing large trees close to the road edge over 
2.3 km south of Donnybrook - $0.18M; 

e. Upgrade of Jayes Road intersection in Balingup - $0.26M (includes $0.055M 
Shire contribution) 

(v) 2004-05 - Widen and reconstruct the Kirup northern approach - $0.3M 

(vi) 2005/06 

a. Widening of 2.3 km between Newlands and Kirup (including the location of 
the May 2005 fatal truck crash), widening of a 1.5 km section south of Kirup 
completed in February 2006, and reconstruction of a 0.6 km section just 
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north of Hesters Hill which commenced in early 2006 and was completed in 
November 2006 at a total cost of $1.5m; 

b. Reconstruction of 1.6 km and construction of a climbing lane and extension 
of the existing descending lane at Hesters Hill just north of Bridgetown was 
completed in April 2006 at a cost of $3.3M; and 

c. Widening and reconstruction of 1.3 km immediately north of Donnybrook 
commenced in March and was completed in May 2006 at a cost of $1.1M. 

d. Final seal of 2003/04 passing lanes completed at a cost of $0.17M. 

e. Right and Left turn lane treatment constructed at the intersection with 
Bendall Road north of Donnybrook at a cost of $0.11M. 

(vii) 2006/07 

a. Reconstruction and widening of 3.3 km on the southern approaches to 
Donnybrook at Brookhampton commenced in January and was completed in 
May 2007 at a cost of $6M. 

b. Widening (shoulder sealing) of 4 km near Greenbushes commenced in May 
and was completed in June 2007 at a cost of $0.35M. 

(b) As above. 

(c) Works were commenced in the financial year quoted above. 

(d) Programmed for 2007/08 and 2008/09 

a. Reconstruction and widening of 1.7 km on the southern approaches to 
Donnybrook including an upgrade to the intersection with the Donnybrook 
Kojonup Road proposed for the 2007/08 summer. 

b. Widening of the 2 km northern approaches to Mullalyup 

c. Reconstruction and widening of the 2.2 km approaches to Bridgetown. 

d. Modifications and resurfacing of the Bridgetown main street (Hampton 
Street). 

e. Widening of a one kilometre section near Greenbushes. 

Other sections for future consideration 

• Donnybrook north approach 1.4 km widening 

• Balingup north approach 2 km widen and reconstruct 

• Balingup south approach 5 km of widening and 3 km of reconstruction and construct a 
descending lane 

• Widen 3 km through Mullalyup including the south approach 
• Widen 1 km through Kirup  

• Reconstruction and improvement of a curve near the railway crossing south of 
Donnybrook. 

• Future 1 km realignment at Thompsons Hill south of Donnybrook 
• Additional southbound passing lanes near Newlands and Greenbushes  

• Construction of 4 passing lanes between Bridgetown and Manjimup 

(e) $7.5m was allocated to Donnybrook south approaches including the Brookhampton 
section. The 3.3 km Brookhampton section was completed in May 2007 at a cost of $6m. The 
remaining 1.7 km of the Donnybrook southern approach will be completed in the 2007/08 
summer at an estimated cost of $3m (note an additional $1.5m has been included in 
the 2007/08 budget) 

$0.5m was allocated to seal the shoulders of 5 km near Greenbushes. 4 km was completed in 
June 2007 with the remaining 1 km to be completed by December 2007.  

$5.2m was allocated to complete 4 passing lanes on South Western Hwy between Yarloop and 
Brunswick Junction. One passing lane was completed in March 2007 some 5 km north of 
Harvey. The construction of two passing lanes around 5 km north of Brunswick Junction 
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commenced in March 2007. These two lanes have been delayed by wet weather and will be 
completed in November 2007. An additional lane just south of Yarloop has been delayed due 
to environmental clearances however subject to environmental approval is expected to be 
completed by December 2007. 

$4.3m of the announcement referred to Hesters Hill, completed in April 2006 and 
reconstruction/widening of 1.3km north of Donnybrook completed in May 2006.  

It should also be noted that over the three financial years 2005/06 to 2007/08 in excess of 
$20 million has been allocated to this section of the Highway. This compares to just $6 million 
in total for the last three financial years of the previous Coalition Government.. 

DISABILITY SERVICES COMMISSION - FUNDING TO ROCKY BAY 

2472. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for Disability Services 

(1) During the 2006-2007 financial period how much money did Rocky Bay receive from the Disability 
Services Commission? 

(2) How much funding has been provided by the Disability Services Commission for the renovations which 
are about to commence at Rocky Bay? 

(3) How long will the Rocky Bay Country Respite program be closed whilst the renovations are being 
undertaken? 

(4) When will the Rocky Bay Country Respite program reopen? 

(5) Are there any other respite facilities available for carers whilst Rocky Bay is closed for renovations? 

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 

(1) In 2006-2007 Rocky Bay Inc received $10.7m from the Disability Services Commission. 

(2) In May 2006 $500 000 of Commonwealth funding for capital works was provided via the Disability 
Services Commission to assist with the renovations required at Rocky Bay. 

(3) Rocky Bay does not have a Country Respite Program.  

(4) Not applicable. 

(5) Rocky Bay will not be closed during the renovations. 

FLASHING LIGHTS AT SCHOOL ZONES 

2474. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Education and Training 

I refer to the solar powered light-emitting diode (LED) flashing lights on top of 40 kph school zone signs (for 
example, Blythe Avenue, Yokine) and ask the Minister - 

(a) how many primary schools in the metropolitan area have been provided with the lights, and 
which ones; 

(b) how many lights in total (number of units) are in existence in the metropolitan area; 

(c) how many primary schools in rural areas in Western Australia have been provided with the 
lights, and which ones; and 

(d) how many lights in total (number of units) are in existence in the rural areas of Western 
Australia? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

Please refer this question to the appropriate Minister.. 

FLASHING LIGHTS AT SCHOOL ZONES 

2475. Dr K.D. Hames to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

I refer to the solar powered light-emitting diode (LED) flashing lights on top of 40 kph school zone signs (for 
example, Blythe Avenue, Yokine) and ask the Minister - 

(a) what is the cost of installation of each flashing light; and 
(b) what is the yearly cost of maintenance for each light? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

(a)-(b) In February this year Main Roads commenced trialling a new solar powered flashing light 
device at five different School Zone locations in the metropolitan area. The total cost per site is 
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$28 000 ($7 000 per device and there are four at each site), which includes twelve months 
maintenance. 

ALCOA KWINANA REFINERY - LIQUOR BURNER 

2476. Dr J.M. Woollard to the Minister for Employment Protection 
With regard to the recently recommissioned liquor burner at Alcoa’s operations at Kwinana, can the Minister 
advise - 

(a) what is the distinction between a reportable incident and a non-reportable incident resulting in 
injury at this site; 

(b) how many reportable incidents have been recorded, when did they happen and what was the 
nature of those incidents; 

(c) is the Minister aware that since the liquor burner was recommissioned, there have been at least 
nine incidents involving chemical exposure to dust, vapours or chemicals at the Alcoa 
Kwinana Refinery (which is classified as a mine site), but none of those incidents were 
considered by Alcoa personnel to be reportable under the Mining Act 1978; 

(d) given that chemical, dust or vapour exposure could have a devastating effect on the health of 
Alcoa staff, has the Minister given consideration to making all exposures at that site recordable 
under the Mining Act 1978; 

(e) is the Minister aware that Alcoa’s own internal incident records indicate that the liquor burner 
is of a faulty design and construction; and 

(f) is the Minister aware that Alcoa’s own internal incident records indicate that the reasons listed 
for some of the exposure incidents are the continuation of leaking seals, inadequate warnings, 
defective equipment, inadequate preventative maintenance and deteriorating exposure? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 

(a) The following definition from Part 7, Division 2 of the Mines Safety and Inspection Act 1994 
relates to the requirements for reporting accidents and occurrences.  

Notice of accident to be given 

76.(1)  Where a person suffers injury in an accident at a mine and is disabled by that accident 
from following his or her ordinary occupation, the manager must cause notice of the 
accident to be given --  

(a) in accordance with the regulations, to the district inspector for the region in 
which the mine is situated; and 

(b) if the injured person so requests, to the secretary or local representative of a 
trade union of which that person is a member. 

   (2) The notice required to be given under subsection (1) must --  

(a) if the injury appears to be serious, be given by the fastest practicable method 
of communication as soon as it is reasonably practicable to do so, and must 
subsequently be confirmed in writing; and 

(b) if the injury appears not to be serious, be given in writing at the end of the 
month. 

   (3) A manager who --  

(a) omits to give a notice required to be given by subsection (1); or 

(b) fails without reasonable excuse to give a notice required to be given by 
subsection (1) in accordance with subsection (2), 

commits an offence, unless the required notice was given by the principal employer at 
the mine. 

   (4)  An injury is a serious injury for the purposes of this section if the injury --  

(a) results in the injured person being disabled from following his or her 
ordinary occupation for a period of 2 weeks or more; or 

(b) involves unconsciousness arising from inhalation of fumes or poisonous 
gases or asphyxiation due to lack of oxygen or displacement of oxygen by an 
inert gas; or 
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(c) results from an accident, including fuming, arising out of the use of 
explosives or blasting agents. 

(b) One injury occurred on 10 January 2007 relating to the liquor burner operations. The incident 
concerned a discharge of compressed air during an inspection of the cooler discharge to the 
leach tank. 

(c) Apart from those accidents and incidents required to be reported under the Mines Safety and 
Inspection Act (MSIA), Alcoa also records Injury Free Events typically not required to be 
reported under the MSIA. 

(d) Those incidents with potential for impact on employees are reportable under the Mines Safety 
and Inspection Act 1994. 

(e) In the Alcoa Internal reporting system for these "Injury Free Events" a number of questions are 
answered by ticking the relevant summary responses from a set pro-forma responses including 
"Faulty design/construction". These pro-forma responses provide generic classification of 
actions or conditions contributing to an incident. This assists in enabling the incident to be 
addressed to protect the health and safety of site employees. 

(f) See (e) 

SYNERGY - GREENPOWER ACCREDITED RENEWABLE ENERGY OPTION FOR POWER BILLS 

2477. Dr J.M. Woollard to the Minister for Energy 

With regard to the Synergy GreenPower Accredited Renewable Energy option for power bills, for the 
years 2004-2005, 2005-2006 and 2006-2007, can the Minister advise - 

(a) how many Synergy customers have chosen the GreenPower options and what revenue has 
been generated for the - 

(i) 25% option; 
(ii) 50% option; 
(iii) 75% option; and 
(iv) 100% option; 

(b) how does switching to NaturalPower increase the overall amount of renewable energy in the 
grid in real terms; 

(c) if NaturalPower costs an extra 3 cents per unit, how is that money spent; 

(d) where is the renewable energy being used for the NaturalPower option being sourced; 

(e) what State-funded renewable energy programs have been implemented; 

(f) when did they come on stream; and 

(g) how much power is generated from each program? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

The agency answers to this and related questions are expected to cover all expenditures including day-to-day 
costs such as system maintenance and licence fees. Across all agencies expenditure would have been in excess of 
$10m per annum more if the shared services model was not being introduced. 

Estimates Committee Supplementary Information Question 42 was recently answered and had a much narrower 
focus in that it asked for the names and numbers of departments that did not comply with the directive by the 
Director General DPC as to the need for agencies to consider deferring any decision to upgrade or replace 
corporate service systems. Hence, the figures in the two sets of answers cannot be directly compared.  

Synergy and the Office of Energy have provided the Minister for Energy with the following response 

(a) The number of Synergy NaturalPower customers, via percentage payment option, as at the end of 
the 2004/5, 2005/6 and 2006/7 financial years is: 

As at:  25%  50% 75% 100% TOTAL 
June 2005 227 183 25 773 1299 
June 2006 226 212 30 1156 1714 
June 2007 345 532 77 4560 5600 

Synergy is unable to provide revenue broken down by the percentage of NaturalPower chosen as 
revenue is derived directly from NaturalPower consumption levels and not reported via payment 
options.  
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NaturalPower revenue for the 2004/5, 2005/6 and 2006/7 financial years was: 

(i)  2004/5 -$368,750 
(ii)  2005/6 - $405,235 
(iii)  2006/7 - $757,510 

The above revenue has been derived by applying the 2.73 cent per unit (GST exclusive) NaturalPower 
premium to total NaturalPower consumption for each financial year. 

(b) As demand for renewable energy increases and more customers switch to NaturalPower, the overall 
amount of renewable energy in the grid will increase. While Synergy currently has sufficient renewable 
energy generated to meet existing demand, it will, in order to meet future increased demand, be required 
to increase supply which will in turn lead to increased investment in renewable energy infrastructure 
within Western Australia. This is evidenced by Synergy's recent investment in the Emu Downs Wind 
Farm and its current tender for 50MW of capacity credits and energy, as well as Renewable Energy 
Certificates and Green Power Rights for supply by October 2009. 

(c) The revenue collected from the sale of the NaturalPower product funds the purchase of Renewable 
Energy Certificates (RECs). RECs are the currency of the renewable energy industry that enable 
electricity retailers such as Synergy to match customer purchases of products such as NaturalPower 
with purchases of accredited renewable energy. 

In addition, there are expenses pertaining to the NaturalPower product including Synergy administration 
and promotional costs and GreenPower scheme accreditation. 

(d) Currently over 99% of Synergy's NaturalPower is sourced from Verve's Albany Wind Farm. Small 
amounts of renewable energy are also sourced from Verve owned solar photovoltaic installations at 
Rockingham and Kalbarri. Synergy also sources renewable energy from the Emu Downs Wind Farm 
which is utilised to meet Synergy's Mandatory Renewable Energy Target obligations. 

(e) The answers are for programs implemented by the current Government. 

1.  SEDO Grants Program 
2.  Solar Water Heater Subsidy 
3.  Solar Schools Program 
4.  Renewable Energy Production Subsidy 

(f) 1.  November 2001 
2.  November 2001 
3.  November 2005 
4.  April 2006 

(g) For systems installed under each program to 30 June 2007:  

1.  Not applicable, provides funding for sustainable energy technology developments.  
2.  38 105 356 kWh/yr offset 
3.  51 574 kWh/yr 
4.  316 902 500 kWh  

STATE GOVERNMENT GAS HEATER REBATE PROGRAM 

2478. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for the Environment 

With reference to a newspaper article titled ‘Gas Heater Rebate feelgood politics’, which appeared on page 2 of 
the Kalgoorlie Miner on Monday 18 June 2007, I ask - 

(a) will the Minister ensure that the $500 gas heater rebate available to metropolitan residents is 
made available to all residents in the Goldfields and other residents outside of the Perth 
metropolitan area; 

(b) if no to (a) why not; 

(c) can the Minister explain the rationale and formula used by Government which estimated that 
health costs attributed to wood smoke will be $314 million dollars; and 

(d) if no to (c) why not? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 

(a) No. 

(b) The current wood heater replacement program is funded under the Perth Air Quality 
Management Plan. The wood heater replacement program at present focuses on the 
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community, amenity and health impacts of smoke from domestic sources in the Perth 
metropolitan area.  

Future programs could be extended outside of the Perth metropolitan area to include the 
Goldfields. A number of air quality management plans are currently being developed for 
regional areas, including Kalgoorlie. Where wood heaters are identified to be a significant 
contributor to air pollution, regional management programs similar to those for Perth will be 
considered. 

(c) The wood heater policy options paper was released on 23 May 2007 for public comment, 
closing on 31 August 2007. This consultation document includes details of calculations of 
health costs attributed to wood smoke emissions in the Perth metropolitan region. The 
rationale and factors considered to calculate this figure are outlined in Section 2.3 of the 
document. In addition to this, a supplementary document titled Cost-Benefit Analysis of 
Wood-Smoke Reduction in Perth is available on the Department of Environment and 
Conservation's website.  

(d) Not applicable.  

TAXIS - INSTALLATION OF WHEELCHAIR HOISTS 

2479. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

With reference to the publication ‘Talking Taxis’ April 2007 produced by the Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure, I ask - 

(a) can the Minister advise why the Government is not offering a capital grant of $15,000 dollars 
for the installation of wheelchair hoists to Kalgoorlie and other regional country taxi operators; 

(b) if no to (a) why not; 

(c) will the Minister change Government policy to ensure that all taxi operators in the country 
areas, including Kalgoorlie, are not disadvantaged by implementing a policy which reflects 
that all regional country operators are entitled to a capital grant of up to $15,000 the same as 
the Perth metropolitan operators; 

(d) if no to (c) why not;  

(e) can the Minister advise what is the rationale and justification behind offering a grant of 
$15,000 dollars for wheelchair hoist installation to Perth metropolitan multi-purpose taxi 
operators; 

(f) if no to (e) why not; 

(g) can the Minister explain what is the rationale behind providing a $5 lifting fee to help operate a 
multi-purpose taxi within the Perth metropolitan area; 

(h) if no to (g) why not; 

(i) can the Minister explain how long, in months, has the scheme been operating which provides a 
$5 lifting fee to help with operating a multi-purpose taxi within the Perth metropolitan area;  

(j) if no to (i) why not; 

(k) can the Minister state how much total revenue in dollars has the Government subsidised Perth 
metropolitan taxis by providing the $5 dollar lifting fee since it was implemented; 

(l) if no to (k) why not; 

(m) will the Minister change Government policy to ensure that all taxi operators in country 
regional areas, including Kalgoorlie, have the $5 - $10 lifting fee subsidy so that regional 
country residents who require wheelchair lifts are not disadvantaged; and 

(n) if no to (m) why not? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

The administration of country taxis is the responsibility of the Minister assisting the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure. 

(a)-(b)  It is not possible to extend the metropolitan subsidy to the country because money for the 
Multi-Purpose Taxi (MPT) subsidy comes from the metropolitan taxi industry itself and is 
administered from the legislated Taxi Industry Development Account. This account takes 
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contributions from the metropolitan taxi operators and can only be expended on metropolitan 
initiatives; in this case the MPT subsidy. 

(c)-(d)  The Government is supportive of introducing a similar subsidy in regional areas, including 
Kalgoorlie. However, this will require legislation that is being considered by the Government.  

(e)-(f)  The capital cost of a new MPT vehicle is considerably more than a conventional taxi and this 
is exacerbated by the additional cost of around $17,000 to $18,000 to modify the vehicle to 
take a wheelchair hoist. The $15,000 grant offsets the modification costs. Attracting new MPT 
operators to the metropolitan industry is integral to improving the level of service delivered to 
the community.  

(g)-(h)  By reducing costs for MPTs the lifting fee is one of the incentives to attract new entrants and 
encourage operators and drivers to provide better service for people in wheelchairs. 

(i)-(j)  The $5 subsidy was in operation from December 2005 to end March 2007 when the new $7 
and $10 levels were introduced - a period of 16 months. 

(k)-(l)  From its introduction until end March 2007 the expenditure on the subsidy was $785,105 
inclusive of administration fees.  

(m)-(n)  The matter will be considered by Government. 

HEALTH - INCONTINENCE SUBSIDY 

2480. Dr J.M. Woollard to the Minister for Health 

With regard to the State Government Incontinence Subsidy of $470 per annum now available through the Silver 
Chain program, can the Minister advise - 

(a) how many Western Australian incontinence sufferers have been provided with the $470 annual 
subsidy to purchase incontinence pads since the program commenced on 1 February 2007; 

(b) how many Western Australian incontinence sufferers have been refused access to the annual 
subsidy, and for what reasons; 

(c) what provision is made to assist incontinence sufferers when the products provided through the 
service are too big or uncomfortable to wear; 

(d) given other states provide the incontinence subsidy direct to the incontinence sufferers to 
purchase their own products, why didn’t the State Government provide the subsidy as a cash 
payment to Western Australian incontinence sufferers to allow them to purchase incontinence 
products that suit their individual needs; and 

(e) what advertising program has the State Government undertaken to alert the public of Western 
Australia to the fact that the incontinence subsidy is now available? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a) Since the Continence Management and Advice service commenced in February 2007, 234 
people have been prescribed a subsidy. 

(b) Since February 2007, 59 people have been ineligible for the annual subsidy. Of these, 56 have 
been referred to an alternative continence financial assistance schemes [such as the Australian 
Government's Continence Aids Assistance Scheme (CAAS)], and three did not have a chronic 
incontinence condition. 

(c) A wide range of products, including sizes and styles, are available upon prescription by 
Continence Advisors according to best practice clinical guidelines. The products are selected 
from the existing WA Government Common Use Arrangements. Should clients be dissatisfied 
with the products prescribed they are advised to contact their Continence Advisor in the first 
instance, and if necessary a further appeals mechanism can be implemented. Where appeals 
cannot be resolved at the service provider level (Silver Chain) they can be directed to the 
formal Continence Management and Advice Service (CMAS) Appeals Committee managed by 
the Department of Health.  

(d) The WA Government has linked the subsidy prescription with clinical assessment and 
management. This model for incontinence subsidy ensures that the subsidy is allocated on the 
basis of clinical need and that products prescribed are chosen for individuals according to 
clinical evidence-based best practice. 
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(e) The Continence Management and Advice Service is being publicised through Silver Chain 
Nursing Association, which has been awarded the contract. The clinical service and subsidy is 
being publicised in a communication strategy which has included: 

• Media articles in relevant community newspapers (13); and 

• Information packages (including brochures and posters) sent to Aged Care Assessment 
Teams (ACATs), social work departments in area health services throughout WA, 20 peak 
bodies, Health Consumers' Council, Aboriginal Community Controlled Health 
Organisations, 245 pharmacies, Practice Nurse co-ordinators, Aged Care co-ordinators in 
Divisions of General Practice, and Practice Managers in Divisions of General Practice. 

To date, approximately 7,500 brochures and 450 posters have been distributed. 

SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS 

2481. Dr J.M. Woollard to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

With regard to the provision of crossing guards or traffic wardens to assist young students to safely cross busy 
roads on their way to school in the South Metropolitan Police District, can the Minister advise - 

(a) given that in 2005, one traffic warden was removed from service, in 2006, twelve traffic 
wardens were removed from service and, so far, in 2007, three have been removed and more 
than 25 are under threat, why is the State Government removing so many traffic wardens and 
what alternative measures is the Government putting in place to safeguard children who need 
to cross busy roads; 

(b) on 10 May 2007 the Minister advised Parliament that the School Crossing and Road Safety 
Committee determined whether traffic wardens were to remain at school sites and stated that 
the committee was independent; however, the committee reviews its own decisions to axe 
traffic wardens. Given this, what measures are currently in place to review these decisions 
independently and to look at any extenuating or mitigating circumstances;  

(c) the report, ‘An Independent Review of the Children’s Crossings Programme (Western 
Australia)’ dated May 2005 recommended that an independent review committee be formed to 
look at extenuating and mitigating circumstances where crossing guards were under threat. 
Does the Minister intend to form that independent review committee and, if not, why not; and 

(d) as there have been several accidents at a crossing location where the crossing guard has been 
removed, would the Minister consider replacing the crossing guard? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(a)  The School Crossing and Road Safety Committee (SC&RSC) reviews all children's crossings 
and issues warrants for the establishment of these. While some crossing warrants have been 
withdrawn through the review process, some have highlighted the need to upgrade a facility, or 
relocate the facility to a safer environment for both children and wardens. During the review 
process the school and parent body are also reminded of the importance of encouraging 
students to use the crossing. 

The SC&RSC make a recommendation to withdraw the warrant from a children's crossing if it 
is under-utilised  The SC&RSC seeks to actively assist the school or parent body to consider 
alternative safety options for children when the 'A' Type warrant is withdrawn.  

Alternatives may include a 'B' Type warrant offered to the school or parent body; consultation 
with stakeholders, installation of exclusive pedestrian phases at traffic lights; traffic calming 
devices; proximity to parallel walks at traffic lights, lower speed zones, referral to the 'Walking 
School Bus' or 'Safe Routes to School' Programs  

(b)-(c)  The SC&RSC is independent of any individual agency due to the structure and process of the 
Committee. The Policy Committee reviews any appeal against the decisions of the 
Applications Committee in accordance with Recommendation 23 in the 2005 Review which 
states: 

"That the SC&RSC (Policy) become a Review Panel for appeals by applicants against the 
Application Committee recommendations for crossing warrants."  

It is intended to expand the Policy Committee to include the Association of Independent 
Schools WA, Catholic Education Office WA, and Royal Automobile Club WA as 
recommended in the review.   

(d) The review and issuing of warrants for crossing locations is conducted by the SC&RSC. 



 [ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 14 August 2007] 4045 

 

FIXING OUR SCHOOLS PROGRAM 

2482. Dr J.M. Woollard to the Minister for Education and Training 

On 14 October 2004 the Hon. Alan Carpenter MLA promised to ‘wipe out the entire maintenance backlog 
currently on our books’ under the ‘Fixing our Schools Program’. As of December 2006 over $700,000 of this 
promised funding for 8 schools in my electorate was still outstanding, and I ask the Minister - 

(a) how much money was allocated for each of the following schools under the ‘Fixing our 
Schools Program’ program - 

(i) Applecross Senior High School; 
(ii) Ardross Primary School; 
(iii) Attadale Primary School; 
(iv) Bicton Primary School; 
(v) Booragoon Primary School; 
(vi) Melville Senior High School; 
(vii) Mt Pleasant Primary School; and 
(viii) Palmyra Primary School; 

(b) what specific maintenance works have been carried out for each of the schools listed in (a) 
since this funding has been allocated and how much money was spent on each of these specific 
maintenance works; 

(c) how much of the initial funding under the ‘Fixing our Schools Program’ is still outstanding for 
each of the school listed in question (a); 

(d) what specific maintenance works are still outstanding for each of the schools listed in question 
(a) and what is the cost for each of these specific maintenance works; 

(e) when will the outstanding maintenance works be carried out for each of the schools listed in 
question (a); and 

(f) if the cost of the maintenance works has increased since initial costing, will the Government be 
allocating additional funding to meet the new increased costs and, if not, why not? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(a) (i) $602 745 
(ii) $118 939 
(iii) $38 324 
(iv) $26 437 
(v) $31 828 
(vi) $222 263 
(vii) $154 607 
(viii) $23 693 

(b) Applecross Senior High School: demolish and remove colterra ceilings from ground and first 
floors and replace with fibro ceilings. Arts courtyard refurbishment, painting, reticulation 
work, replace all unserviceable gas bayonet bench mounted outlets to all science rooms. 
Cost - $591 985  

Ardross Primary School: Replace gutters and downpipes, painting external, resurfacing 
bitumen quadrangle, internal painting, tree maintenance including trimming and removal of 
specific trees. 
Costs - $118 485 

Attadale Primary School: Program of works yet to be decided. 

Bicton Primary School: Program of works yet to be decided. 

Booragoon Primary School: Roof and gutter repairs, quadrangle drainage repairs, renew 
carpets to the administration office, non slip flooring to toilet blocks. 
Cost - $33 395 

Melville Senior High School:  Refurbishments to science laboratories and physical education 
offices, bitumen and paving works, resurfacing of netball courts.  
Cost - $174 911 

Mount Pleasant Primary School: Carpentry and cabinet works, brick works, painting, roof 
works, plumbing and sewage works, bitumen and concrete works. 
Cost - $120 995 
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Palmyra Primary School: Repairs and renovations to school buildings. 
Cost - $22 476 

(c)-(d) Melville Senior High School - $47 000 for acrylic coating of courts and refurbishment of 
change rooms. 

Attadale Primary School: Program of works yet to be decided. 

Bicton Primary School: Program of works yet to be decided. 

Mount Pleasant: Primary School $33 612 for carpet replacement. 

(e) Whilst the actual scope of work to be undertaken will be negotiated by each school principal 
and the District Program Manager from the Department of Housing and Works, it is 
anticipated that the items mentioned in (c) and (d) above will be completed during 2007/08. 

(f) No. The budget allocation for the Fixing Our Schools initiative was fixed at $65 million. It 
should be noted, however, that this is funding is in addition to the normal maintenance funding 
which is allocated each year. . 

GREENBUSHES TO BUNBURY RAILWAY PROJECT 

2484. Mr G.M. Castrilli to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

Can the Minister advise - 

(a) what was the total cost of the Greenbushes to Bunbury railway project when announced 
in 2004; 

(b) what is the projected cost in today’s terms of the Greenbushes to Bunbury railway project; 

(c) under the Transport Co-ordination Act 1966 who will be responsible for paying for the 
upgrade of the line to make it operational; 

(d) how will those costs be shared in dollar terms and percentage terms; 

(e) how many daily truck movements currently transport logs/wood chips into the Bunbury Port 
on the South Western Highway; 

(f) how many daily truck movements will transport logs/wood chips on the South Western 
Highway once the WA Plantation Resources (WAPRES) woodchip mill is operational; 

(g) under the Transport Co-ordination Act 1966 amendments, when a company is issued a permit 
to haul logs/chips by road transport from 1 December 2007, what will be the minimum and 
maximum permit timeframe; 

(h) if the Greenbushes to Bunbury rail line is not operational before a company’s permit for using 
road transport has expired, will they be refused further use of the roads; 

(i) from 1 December 2007 under the Transport Co-ordination Act 1966 what percentage of 
logs/chips will be forced onto rail; 

(j) will there be a phasing-out period allowed from 1 December 2007 for logs/chips to be 
transported by road; and 

(k) if the answer to question (j) is yes, from 1 December what percentage of logs/chips will travel 
by road? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

(a)-(d)  The Agreement for the Greenbushes to Bunbury railway project provides for the costs to be 
shared between WAPRES, WestNet Rail and the State Government. The cost of the 
Greenbushes to Bunbury railway project in 2004 was $12.28 million with the Government's 
contribution capped at $8.7 million. Based on the original proposal the estimated cost of the 
project is currently $18.9 million with the Government having increased its contribution to 
$14.45 million. The scope of the project has varied since the original announcement and may 
further change to respond to current uncertainty relating to the security of timber log and 
woodchips supplies. A further $2.23 million has been provided for feeder road works.  

(e) The number of daily truck movements currently transporting logs/wood chips into the Bunbury 
Port on the South Western Highway is estimated at 144 trucks per day. 

(f) WAPRES has advised that following the commissioning of the woodchip mill the number of 
trucks on South Western Highway due to their operations is expected to remain unchanged.  
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(g) The details have yet to be finalised however it is anticipated that the licence will be linked to 
the harvesting of a defined area with a maximum period of one year. 

(h) No 

(i)-(k)  Implementation of the regulation will be managed in conjunction with the timber industry and 
the rail operator to coincide with the upgrading of the rail line. Government will be seeking a 
minimum volume of freight on rail to ensure the viability of rail.  

BUNBURY REGIONAL PRISON 

2485. Mr G.M. Castrilli to the Minister for Corrective Services 

(1) When is the upgrade of Bunbury Regional Prison due to be completed? 

(2) When the upgrade is complete, will the classification (level of security) of prisoners sent to Bunbury 
Regional Prison change and, if so, how will it change? 

(3) Will the classification (level of security) of Bunbury Regional Prison change once the upgrade is 
complete and, if so, how? 

(4) What will be the capacity of Bunbury Regional Prison once the upgrade is complete? 

(5) Will additional staff be employed at Bunbury Regional Prison after the upgrade and, if so, how many 
are required? 

(6) Has staff recruitment for Bunbury Regional Prison begun? 

(7) Are prisoners sentenced in other jurisdictions released in Bunbury once they have been released, or are 
they returned to their home town/city? 

(8) If the prisoners are not returned to their home town/city, what are the reasons for not doing so? 

(9) How many sex offenders are imprisoned at Bunbury Regional Prison? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK replied: 

1.  The upgrade of Bunbury Regional Prison is due to be completed early 2008. 

2.  The classification (level of security) of prisoners sent to Bunbury Regional Prison will not change when 
the upgrade is complete. 

3.  The classification (level of security) of Bunbury Regional Prison will not change when the upgrade is 
complete. 

4.  When the upgrade of Bunbury Regional Prison is complete, the prison design capacity will increase 
to 224 beds. The temporary modified capacity of Bunbury Regional Prison, including additional 
bedding strategies such as double bunking and/or trestle beds, will be increased to 288 beds.  

5.  When the upgrade is complete it is estimated that the approved staffing level will increase by 11 to 123 
full time equivalents. 

6.  Recruitment for the Bunbury Regional Prison upgrades has been included in the recruitment plan for the 
Public Sector Prisons. 

7.  In circumstances where a prisoner is placed at a prison that is not the closest prison to their home 
location, every effort is made to return the prisoner as close as possible to their home location prior to 
their release date.  

8.  There are occasions in which it is not feasible to return prisoners to their home town/city. The reasons 
for this are various but include; the prisoner choosing not to return to their previous address, the 
prisoner's community and family supports no longer existing in their home location and the prisoner not 
having a permanent place of abode prior to incarceration. Further to this, the prisoner may be subject to 
parole conditions which require them to reside somewhere other than their home location. 

9.  Based on the more serious sex offences/charges, the numbers of sex offenders in Bunbury Regional 
Prison as at 31 May 2007 are:   

Sentenced -  55 
Unsentenced -  6 

PRISONS - CLASSIFICATION OF PRISONERS, CAPACITY OF PRISONS, STAFFING 

2486. Mr G.M. Castrilli to the Minister for Corrective Services 

(1) What are the classifications (e.g. what crimes committed) for the varying levels of security prisoners are 
placed in? 
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(2) What are the classifications (crimes committed) allowed for the minimum-security prisoners placed at 
Bunbury Regional Prison? 

(3) Are any current prisoners at Bunbury Regional Prison not classified for a minimum-security prison? 

(4) What is the current capacity of Bunbury Regional Prison? 

(5) What is the current population? 

(6) Has Bunbury Regional Prison’s population exceeded its capacity in the past 12 months? 

(7) How many full-time equivalent staff members are currently employed at Bunbury Regional Prison? 

(8) What is the recommended staff-to-prisoner ratio of a minimum-security prison? 

(9) If there is not a full complement of staff at Bunbury Regional Prison, what has caused the shortage? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK replied: 

1.  The classification process used to determine a prisoner's security rating is comprehensive and the 
assessment practice is significantly more complex than simply considering the offence committed. A 
'Management and Placement' checklist for sentenced prisoners is completed to determine the initial 
security rating and placement for each sentenced prisoner. A Classification Review checklist is 
completed either six or twelve months later or if there is a change in the prisoner's circumstances, to 
review the prisoner's security rating. 

Information used to complete the Checklists and produce a security rating is based on the offence 
committed, and static and dynamic factors, each assigned a numerical value to produce calculated 
security classification, including: 

1).  Seriousness of the offence 
2).  Serious offence history 
3).  Escape/attempted escape history and offences committed at large 
4).  History of institutional violence 
5).  Effective sentence left to serve 
6).  Further external court pending 
7).  Prison charges pending 
8).  Disciplinary convictions 
9).  Stability factors (i.e. employment, accommodation, education) 
10).  Family/community relationships 
11).  Prison Industrial/Education Report 
12).  Treatment program performance  

2.  See Question 1. 

3.  Bunbury Regional Prison is a medium security facility with a minimum security area. As at 26 
June 2007, Bunbury Regional Prison contained 47 minimum security prisoners, 150 medium security 
prisoners and 4 maximum security prisoners. The 4 maximum security prisoners are temporarily placed 
at Bunbury Regional Prison; 3 are on remand and the fourth, a sentenced prisoner, has been remanded 
for further charges. 

4.  The current design capacity of Bunbury Regional Prison is 188 beds, with a temporary modified 
capacity of 207 beds. 

5.  The current prisoner population at Bunbury Regional Prison on Friday 6 July 2007 was 205 prisoners. 

6.  Yes. 

7.  As at 2 July 2007, there were effectively 96 FTE staff currently employed at Bunbury Regional Prison. 

8.  There is no recommended staff-to-prisoner ratio for any level of security. Staff levels are dependent on 
various factors including the operational needs of the Department, the perceived risks to both prison 
staff and the community in general and any design peculiarities at individual prisons. 

9.  The staffing complement at Bunbury Regional Prison is below full strength. Staff availability at 
Bunbury Regional Prison is affected by sick leave, secondments, purchased leave entitlements, 
promotional vacancies and the need for additional staff to deal with the increased prisoner population. 

RESOURCES SECTOR - EXPLORATION LICENCE 38/1176 

2488. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for Resources 

With reference to Exploration Licence 38/1176 and Question on Notice no. 2171, 8 May 2007, I ask - 
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(a) can the Minister state the rationale as to why and how the Department of Industry and 
Resources formed the view that a grant of the application for exemption could not be justified 
on the basis of the supporting reasons cited in the application; 

(b) if no to (a) why not; and 

(c) can the Minister state the rationale as to how the criteria for exemption as prescribed were not 
met? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

The Minister for Resources has provided the following response: 

(a) The Department of Industry and Resources considered that a grant of the Application for 
Exemption could not be justified on the basis of the supporting reasons cited in the application 
(made pursuant to section 102(2)(b) and (3) of the Mining Act 1978) because: 

(i) According to information/reports submitted to the Department by the holder of 
Exploration Licence 38/1176, no mineral exploration or any other related activities 
had been carried out on the licence during the relevant expenditure year; 

(ii) The licensee had submitted insufficient information in relation to any planned future 
exploration on the licence or the raising of capital for that purpose; and 

(iii) The Application for Exemption did not cite any other reason in support of exemption. 

(b) Not applicable. 

(c) It is assumed that the then Minister for State Development determined that the prescribed 
criteria for exemption had not been met for the reasons outlined in (a) above. 

RESOURCES SECTOR - EXPLORATION LICENCE 38/1114 

2489. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for Resources 

With reference to Exploration Licence 38/1114 and Question on Notice no. 2168, 8 May 2007, I ask - 

(a) can the Minister state the rationale as to why and how the Department of Industry and 
Resources formed the view that a grant of the application for exemption could not be justified 
on the basis of the supporting reasons cited in the application; 

(b) if no to (a) why not; and 

(c) can the Minister state the rationale as to how the criteria for exemption as prescribed were not 
met? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

The Minister for Resources has provided the following response: 

(a) The Department of Industry and Resources considered that a grant of the Application for 
Exemption could not be justified on the basis of the supporting reasons cited in the application 
(made pursuant to section 102(2)(b) and (3) of the Mining Act 1978) because: 

(i) According to information/reports submitted to the Department by the holder of 
Exploration Licence 38/1114, no mineral exploration or any other related activities 
had been carried out on the licence during the relevant expenditure year; 

(ii) The licensee had submitted insufficient information in relation to any planned future 
exploration on the licence or the raising of capital for that purpose; and 

(iii) The Application for Exemption did not cite any other reason in support of exemption. 

(b) Not applicable. 

(c) No, the decision was made by the then Minister for State Development. 

RESOURCES SECTOR - MINING LEASE 38/303 

2490. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for Resources 

With reference to Mining Lease 38/303 and Question on Notice no. 2170, 8 May 2007, I ask - 

(a) can the Minister state the rationale as to why and how the Department of Industry and 
Resources formed the view that a grant of the application for exemption could not be justified 
on the basis of the supporting reasons cited in the application; 

(b) if no to (a) why not; and 
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(c) can the Minister state the rationale as to how the criteria for exemption as prescribed were not 
met? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

The Minister for Resources has provided the following response: 

(a) The Department of Industry and Resources considered that a grant of the Application for 
Exemption could not be justified on the basis of the supporting reasons cited in the application 
(made pursuant to section 102(2)(b), (f) and (3) of the Mining Act 1978) because: 

(i) The holders of Mining Lease 38/303 had not submitted to the Department any 
information capable of proper evaluation that would indicate that any exploration or 
mining activities had been carried out on the lease during the relevant expenditure 
year or during the years immediately prior to that year. Also, the lessees had 
submitted no information in relation to any planned future exploration or mining on 
the lease or the raising of capital for that purpose; 

(ii) The mineralisation in the lease referred to by the lessees could only be considered to 
be in the pre-resource category, and could not be considered capable of sustaining 
future mining operations until further work had been carried out to raise it into at least 
an "inferred" category; and 

(iii) The Application for Exemption did not cite any other reason in support of exemption. 

(b) Not applicable. 

(c) No, the decision was made by the then Minister for State Development. 

RESOURCES SECTOR - EXPLORATION LICENCE 38/1113 

2491. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for Resources 

With reference to Exploration Licence 38/1113 and question on notice number 2169 Tuesday 8 May, 2007, I 
ask - 

(a) can the Minister state the rationale as to why and how the Department of Industry and 
Resources formed the view that a grant of the application for exemption could not be justified 
on the basis of the supporting reasons cited in the application; 

(b) if no to (a) why not; and 

(c) can the Minister state the rationale as to how the criteria for exemption as prescribed were not 
met? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

The Minister for Resources has provided the following response: 

(a) The Department of Industry and Resources considered that a grant of the Application for 
Exemption could not be justified on the basis of the supporting reasons cited in the application 
(made pursuant to section 102(2)(b) and (3) of the Mining Act 1978) because: 

(i) According to information/reports submitted to the Department by the holder of 
Exploration Licence 38/1113, no mineral exploration or any other related activities 
had been carried out on the licence during the relevant expenditure year; 

(ii) The licensee had submitted insufficient information in relation to any planned future 
exploration on the licence or the raising of capital for that purpose; and 

(iii) The Application for Exemption did not cite any other reason in support of exemption. 

(b) Not applicable. 

(c) No, the decision was made by the then Minister for State Development. 

__________ 

 


