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NAIDOC PERTH 2016 ELDERS OF THE YEAR 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.50 pm]: Friday, 17 June saw the presentation of the 
National Aboriginal Islander Day Observance Committee Perth 2016 Female Elder of the Year and Male Elder 
of the Year to Doolann Leisha and Walter Eatts. It is a great honour for the people of the Mirrabooka electorate 
to have two of their significant elders, indeed treasures, recognised as elders who embrace their important 
position as holders of knowledge, teachers and role models in the community.  
Aboriginal culture is founded on the respect for elders and Doolann and Walter are recognised as champions for 
the preservation and celebration of Aboriginal people, their history, their successes and their current contribution 
to Australian and Western Australian society. This is consistent with NAIDOC Perth’s goals and make 
Doolann and Walter worthy recipients. This year’s NAIDOC theme is Songlines: The living narrative of our 
nation. As the oldest living culture in the world, songlines are fundamental to the connection that Aboriginal 
people have to country.  
Doolann Leisha and Walter Eatts have contributed to the understanding of the importance of country in their 
books. In Doolann: Ngullah Boodjah Ngaadj Nyungah Myah — Our Country, my Nyungah Home, 
Doolann Leisha Eatts tells the story of her ancestor’s life growing up in areas such as Kings Park and other parts 
of Western Australia. Walter’s book, Somewhere Between Not White, Not Black, Not Wanted is a contemporary 
account of the significance of country and family in his life, and I look forward to the release of his new book. 
Through sharing stories about their lives and their country, including Mirrabooka, Doolann and Walter provide 
a living history. This includes camping in the bushland that is now occupied by The Square Mirrabooka 
shopping centre and working with the community to ensure a successful future for young people in the area. 
Congratulations to them both. 
Mirrabooka NAIDOC will be held on Wednesday, 6 July. Stalls and entertainment make it a great day, and it is 
ably organised by the Mirrabooka NAIDOC community committee. 
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