
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 15 September 2016] 

 p6142b-6142b 
Ms Janine Freeman 

BALGA JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB — GWENDA WILLMOTT 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.50 pm]: On the weekend, I attended the Balga Junior Football Club 
trophy presentation. One very special woman there, the current president Gwenda Willmott, was recognised for 
her good work by the parents and kids as she steps down from her role after 17 years. Gwenda’s passion and 
commitment to the club and players was recognised in 2011 as a WA Football Volunteer of the Year finalist for 
the Subiaco district. In 2013 Gwenda was awarded the Stirling Star Valued Volunteer for her tireless work with 
the club. Gwenda is not one to mince words, but she was very humble when her history at the club was read out 
to the parents and children attending. Gwenda thanked the many people who she worked with at the club, 
including her husband Ron, since she first attended with him and her young son Aaron, as a player, over 20 years 
ago in 1993. Gwenda’s modesty did not reflect the hard work at the Balga Bombers and other clubs in the area, 
where she took on multiple roles throughout her many years’ involvement, ensuring that the canteen ran 
smoothly, the committee was cohesive and the equipment was up to standard. Gwenda has also taken roles of 
Auskick co-ordinator, registrar, property manager and amateurs’ committee member. She recognised the talent 
and commitment of players through a president’s trophy. She ensured that the Balga Bombers and, prior to that, 
the Northern Cobras, celebrated the influence of Aboriginal players in Aussie rules through the district dreaming 
round. Gwenda has also embraced the diversity of cultural heritage that is part of Balga and worked with the 
Edmund Rice Lions to ensure kids from newly arrived Australian families had opportunities to learn and share in 
the football passion dear to Gwenda’s heart. External honours illustrate Gwenda’s valued contribution, and she is 
viewed with fondness by her fellow committee members. 
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