
ELECTION OF SENATORS AMENDMENT BILL 2015 
SECOND READING SPEECH 

 
I move –  
 
That the bill be now read a second time.  
 
I am pleased to introduce the Election of Senators Amendment Bill 2015.  
The purpose of this bill is to amend the Election of Senators Act 1903 to 
enable conformity with the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918, with respect to 
the date for the close of electoral rolls for federal elections.  

Section 3(1) of the Election of Senators Act 1903 currently fixes the date for 
the close of the Senate electoral roll at three working days after the date of 
the writ. However, section 155 of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 
provides for electoral rolls to close seven days after the writ is issued.  

The Election of Senators Act 1903 was amended in 2007 to maintain 
consistency with the Commonwealth’s decision to shorten the period for the 
close of electoral rolls from seven days to three. However, no further WA 
amendments were made following the High Court of Australia’s ruling in  
Rowe v Electoral Commissioner [2010] HCA 46 that the Commonwealth’s 
shortened provisions were invalid.     

As each State has only one electoral roll and not separate Senate and House 
of Representatives electoral rolls, the current situation results in the 
Commonwealth Electoral Officer for Western Australia receiving writs from the 
Governor and the Governor General which have conflicting electoral roll 
closing dates.     

For the 2013 federal election and 2015 Senate election re-run,  
this discrepancy was resolved by the then Governor utilising section 8 of the 
Election of Senators Act 1903 to extend the electoral roll closing date to that 
fixed by the Commonwealth.  

The Election of Senators Amendment Bill 2015 seeks to permanently resolve 
this discrepancy before the next federal election.  

Rather than constrain the date for the close of the electoral roll, the bill 
amends section 3(1) of the Election of Senators Act 1903 to provide for the 
same closing date as specified in the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918.  
The majority of Australian States do not specify a date and therefore rely on 
the Commonwealth provision. Victoria is the only State to restrict the closing 
date to seven working days.    

The proposed amendment will ensure that writs issued by the Governor of 
Western Australia fix a date for the close of the electoral roll that is consistent 
with the date fixed by the Governor General in the Commonwealth writ.  

In addition to increasing the time Western Australians have to enrol and 
update their details, the proposed amendment will also remove any concerns 
that section 3(1) of the Election of Senators Act 1903 may be invalid.      



Pursuant to Legislative Council Standing Order 126(1), I advise that this Bill is 
not a uniform legislation Bill. It does not ratify or give effect to an 
intergovernmental or multilateral agreement to which the Government of the 
State is a party. Nor does this Bill, by reason of its subject matter, introduce a 
uniform scheme or uniform laws throughout the Commonwealth.  
 
I commend this bill to the house and table the Explanatory Memorandum.  


