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HON KEN BASTON (Mining and Pastoral) [9.00 pm]: | take this opportunity to congratul ate the
newly eected Presdent, Hon Nick Griffiths. | am sure your deliberationswill bewiseand fair, and | wish
you well in the important role of managing the business of our Council. | dso congratulate Hon George
Cash on his re-dection as Chairman of Committees. | congratulate dl my fellow parliamentarians who
have been recently dected to this chamber, and | look forward to working closely with them dl over the
next four years for the benefit of my eectorate and the sate of Western Audtrdia. | dso commend the
members and Saff of the house for the invaluable induction courses that new members have attended. |
found them most beneficid and now fed better informed and more confident in carrying out my dutiesin
this house.

Asiscusomary in an inaugurd speech, | will briefly give members a quick overview of my background.
My parentslived on anorth west sheep station on the coast north of Carnarvon. Although thislifestylewas
idyllic for ayoung child, it was isolated, and my early schooling was done by correspondence, the mail

sarvice was once a fortnight and the telephone lines were smple earth returns; that is, copper wires
propped up by gicks. Cyclonewarningsweretransmitted by telegram, if thelinewasill in operation; the
cyclones normaly came before the telegram. | went on to complete my education at boarding schoal in
Perth, making the journey home only three times ayesar.

For the past 30 years, | have operated apastoral lease 90 kilometres south of Carnarvon producing wool

and mest for the export market. Thereareonly 538 pastord leasesin Western Audrdia Although | have
had to contend with drought, floods and cyclones, | fed privileged to have had the opportunity to operatea
businessintherangelands. | havebeen actively involved in many issuesthat affect the Gascoyneregion. In
paticular, | have gained vauable knowledge through my involvement in loca government, various

agricultura committees and the Gascoyne recregtiond fishing advisory group. In short, | have lived and
worked for the greater part of my lifein the electorate. This has armed mewith an invauableingght into
the economic and socia needs of the region &t large, and this, | trugt, will guide mein my ddiberationsin
this house,
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Mr President, | fed very honoured and privileged to be a member of this house, and in particular to be
representing the eectors of the Mining and Pastordl Region of Western Audrdia Itisaregion that crestes
much export wedth for the nation and is the powerhouse of Western Audtrdia. The mining and pastord

electorate hasthe capacity to drive Western Audirdia sgrowth into thefuture. Wemust not forget that the
mining and pastoral e ectorate represents 87 per cent of Western Audtrdia slandmass. Thetotal vaue of
the economy of the Mining and Pastord Regionissome$27.5 hillion, of which approximately $23.4 hillion
is generated through exports; this represents 21.5 per cent of nationd export income. | am committed to
the people of my dectorate, and will work to further promote investment and development in the region,
and to enhance opportunities for stable population growth.

I will focusonthreedrategies. Firgly, | will concentrate on creating incentivesfor businessto operate and
for peopleto livein theregion; secondly, | will look for waysto foster and enhance regional development;
and thirdly, and probably most importantly, 1 will seek cooperation between the federd and Sate
government to achieve positive outcomes. | will eaborate on each of the three key strategies | have just
outlined because | consder these to be the ingredients necessary to drive future wedth creation and
population growth in my electorate. The first key drategy is the creation of incentives for business to
operate and people to live in theregions. To provide the house with some context, if aline were drawn
from Shark Bay acrossto Brisbane, whichisthe bit the government waswilling to give away in World War
1, that area would contain gpproximately 6.5 per cent of Ausdtralia s population but would create some
40 per cent of Audrdia's export income. It is understandable that a feding of neglect exigs in rurd

communities. The individuas who make up the 6.5 per cent of people who live in remote and regiona

Audrdiatypify theiconic Audtraian character, and they want afar go.

My interest in thisissue came by way of an invitation to be a deegate to the Northern Audtrdia Forumin
Katherineinthe Northern Territory in October 2000. Thisexperience confirmed my view that government
investment incentives and policies need to be targeted directly a promoting growth in regiona economies.
There is no doubt in my mind that economic and population growth provides the key to long-term
sugtainability of regiond Audrdia Population growth and economic development will contribute to the
overd| hedlth, coheson and vitdity of our regiond communities | consder thisto be akey in turning
around the difficulties faced by dl people living in my dectorate. One issue tha the regional summit
cetanly firmed in my mind was tha the key to these incentives is not handouts. People should be
rewarded for their persona endeavours and the investment they make in the regions through progressive
mechanisms such astax incentives. Givenincentives and encouragement, investment will occur. We need
only look at the blue gum, dlive, wine and film industries, which are proof of this. Asmemberswill cometo
learn, | am agrest believer in the potentid of tax incentivesto drive investment in regiona areas. Although
thisispredominantly afedera issue, | seearolefor state paliticiansto work cooperatively with the federa
government of theday. | will discussthisissuein detail later.

Another example of aprogressve regime was the remova of the fringe benefitstax on company-supplied
housng. Although this represented a way forward, we need to continue in this vein to create further
incentives. Furthermore, the entire concept of Stateair travel needsto bereviewed. It now takestwice as
long to fly to Carnarvon from Perth asit did 10 years ago. Other towns have lost their mgjor air services
atogether, not to mention the breakdown that has occurred in regiond airlinelinkages. If the city busand
train services need financid assstance, airlinesthroughout the sate, which areregiond Western Augtrdia' s
bus and train services, are equaly deserving of government support.

It is my dream to see people grow up, work, raise a family, educate their children, retire and become
grandparents within the electorate.

I will now turn to the second key dtrategy thet | highlighted eerlier; that is, the strategy of enhancing and
fogtering regiond development to creste wealth and population growth within the Mining and Pastora
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Region. As members should be aware, theindustrieswithin thisregion are many and varied, ranging from
agriculture to the mining, oil, gas, tourism and fishing indudtries to mention just afew. | will comment
gpecificaly on each of these indudtries.

Agriculture

Agriculturein dl itsforms playsamgjor part in theregion. The Department of Agriculture needsto play a
greater supportive role in encouraging improved production in the region through its advisory capabilities,
rather than what appears at present to beits ever-increasing compliancerole. Thanksto Hon Kim Chance,
over the past four years | have had the pleasure of being a chairman of the Carnarvon Artesian Basin
Advisory Group, which successfully undertook to rehabilitate the artesian basin stretching from south of
Exmouth to Denham. When completed, that will save some 90 gigditres of water. This $7.5 million
commonwedl th- state project encouraged the closing of old bores and refurbishing with new state-of-the-art
reticulated systems.  This huge resource, and other potentia water resources throughout the rangelands,
presentsthe el ectorate with amassive opportunity to contributeto regiona wedlth creation and population
growth.

Another criticd issue is the cgpacity of the rangelands to diversfy into arange of other land uses. Our
current tenure system was put in place more than 100 years ago and now does not reflect the current needs
and future use requirements. Our current land tenure regime a so does not encouragethe investment that is
critical for future growth. As opposition spokesperson for lands, | can assure the house that | will take a
keen interest in this métter.

Tourism

There is no doubt that outback towns can play afar greater rolein loca tourism than they do at present.
Ther full potential has nowhere near been achieved. The recently launched 3 000 kilometre outback
pathways project, initiated by the Gascoyne- Murchison strategy, of which | amaformer board member, is
an example of how outback tourism can be promoted. For our tourism industry to grow, | believeweneed
to make sure that there are qudity ar servicesto dl destinations of our state, not just afew magor centres.
These services need to provide a good base for packaged, redigticaly priced arfares, which are now
expected by internationa and local tourigtsdike. | put onrecord that | will work hard to achieve areview
of the current policy and commit to provide dternatives, options and solutions.

The Fishing Industry

A sugainablefishing indudtry isof utmost importanceto coastal townsfor theincome generated directly by
the commercid sector of the industry and indirectly to the tourism sector. However, fishing laws and
regulations need to be smple and policegble. 1t is pointless to have sanctuary zones introduced by one
government department if they cannot be managed by another department; for example, sanctuary zones
are introduced by the Department of Conservation and Land Management and then handed over to the
Department of Fisheries to be managed.

Mining

Thereismuch optimism for the future of the Western Austraian resources sector. However, mining, too,
has sgnificant land tenure issues within the mining and pastord eectorate and is, more generdly, a
sgnificant issue for our state. Planning delay's and expense caused by excessive and often unnecessary
bureaucracy are a mgor hindrance to development in the region. This is further emphasised by the
confrontationa nature of thelega processin many of theland titleissues, rather than localised, conciliatory
negotiations. Thisappliesin particular to the mining industry. We must find away forward to resolve this
and | am particularly keento work with my state colleagues, our federa counterpartsand theindustry to do
0.
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| will dso make some generd comments about fostering regiond development. Having some five years
experience on the Gascoyne-Murchison strategy, acommonwedl th- Sate regiona devel opment program, |
very quickly learnt that the key to making development projects happen isthe capacity of theingtitutiona
structuresto makeit happen. Members can be assured that | will be vigilant and proactive as an advocate
of the one-stop-shop approach to the government’ s service ddivery, and | will work with those precious
few government development agencies to undertake an integrated approach to project delivery.

The other general comment | will makeisabout therole of local governmentsin regiona development. A
pattern appears to be developing within state governments throughout Audtrdia of establishing planning
committeesto overrideloca government rolesand functions. Thisisvery centrdistic and often caningal in
regiond areas unwanted development of ingppropriate facilities. My experience with loca government
gives me the view that this trend is eroding the democratic rights of loca councils. This means that
developersof large projectswill be ableto bypasslocd councilsand submit their plansdirectly to the Sate
government for swifter gpprova. This canarouse accusations of biasor political interference becausethe
decison has gone outsde the normal, accepted democratic process. However, | recognise that the
minigter has the find gpproval. Consequently, funding for locd government infrastructure projects to
support the massve revenue source for the government needs to be more in tune with regiond
requirements.

I now turnto thefina and probably most important of the key Strategiesthat | dluded to earlier; that is, to
work cooperatively between the federd and state governments to create much-needed growth and
population for my electorate. | have seen at firgt hand the benefitsthat aregion can achievewhen dl levels
of government work cooperatively together. Inthe past | have seen mgjor dectord benefitsvanish for the
sake of trivid party politics. | assure membersthat it ismy hope - | hope not invain - that | can remain
above the day-to-day cut and thrust of politics and resst the temptation to score cheap politica points so
that we can work together to capture the full benefits for my electorate.

Thereationship with commonwedth paliticians and senior government officia sbuilt up over many yearsis
an asst that | wish to trandate into real action for the people of the Mining and Pastordl Region. Itis
probably stating the obvious, but | believeit isworth restating that the commonweal th has an extraordinary
array of optionsto fund regiona opportunities. If | can beinfluentid in returning our fair shareto Western
Audrdia, and more particularly to the Mining and Pastora Region, | will take the cause to whomever and
wherever is necessary.

Incdosing, | will sum up by reiterating and putting on the record that while | am amember of this houss, |
will commit mysdf to encouraging growth, wedth and population for and within my eectorate. Before
returning to my seet, | thank those who have helped me to be here today. Although there are too many
people to name - | gpologise now to those | may miss - | specificdly thank my wife, Robin, and my sons
Derek, Richieand Thomeas, for their support and encouragement. | aso thank the membersof the Libera
Party for presdecting me, aparty of which | am very proud to have been amember for 20 years. | thank
the individuas who encouraged me to participate, in particular Peter Broad; Gordon Thomson; Terry
Cahill; David Steadman; Ross Atkins, the former MLA for the former seat of Ningaloo, Rod Sweetman;
my dear friend Senator Alan Eggleston; and one other very close friend and bush confidante, Peter
Robson, who has been holding the fort while | have been away. 1t would be remiss of meif | did not
acknowledge the members of thishousefor being very attentive and courteous during my first utterancein
this house, and | trust they will retain the same civility and decorum the next time | riseto spesk. Findly, |
thank those who are thered reason | am here: the dectors of the Mining and Pastoral Region and the redl
people with whom | commit mysdlf to work for the next four years.

[Applause]



