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REPORT OF THE JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON DELEGATED LEGISLATION  

IN RELATION TO THE  

OATHS, AFFIDAVITS AND STATUTORY DECLARATIONS (ACT AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 
2006  

1 INFORMATION ONLY REPORT 

1.1 The Oaths, Affidavits and Statutory Declarations (Act Amendment) Regulations 2006 
(the Amendment) adds ‘Electorate officers’ of a Member of State Parliament to 
Schedule 2 of the Oaths, Affidavits and Statutory Declarations Act 2005 (the Act) as 
an occupational group who may witness a statutory declaration made in Western 
Australia. 

1.2 The Committee was uncertain as to whether the Amendment permitted persons 
designated ‘Research Officers’ in electorate offices to witness statutory declarations 
made in Western Australia. It sought, and received, clarification from the Attorney 
General. 

1.3 The Committee considered that the answer to this question would be of interest to 
Members and at its meeting on Wednesday, 13 September 2006, resolved to provide 
this report as a means of informing Members. 

2 WHETHER ‘RESEARCH OFFICERS’  MAY WITNESS STATUTORY DECLARATIONS  

2.1 The Amendment inserts item 15A into Schedule 2 of the Act, which sets out 
authorised witnesses for statutory declaration for the purposes of s 12(6)(a)(i) of the 
Act. Item 15A reads: 

A person appointed under the Parliamentary and Electorate Staff 

(Employment) Act 1992 section 4(1)(b)(i) or (2)(b)(i). 

2.2 In his letter of 1 September 2006, which is attached as Appendix 1, the Attorney 
General pointed out that while the terms ‘Research Officer’ and ‘Electorate Officer’ 
were used as a matter of practice to distinguish between certain roles of staff in a 
Member’s electorate office, the Parliamentary and Electorate Staff (Employment) Act 

1992 used the term “electorate officer” to describe persons employed under the 
relevant sections of that Act, regardless of the position title used in practice.  

2.3 The Committee notes that it follows that: 

• Persons appointed under section 4(1)(b)(i) or (2)(b)(i) of the Parliamentary 

and Electorate Staff (Employment) Act 1992 are authorised witnesses for 
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statutory declarations in Western Australia, regardless of whether they are 
titled ‘Research Officers’ or ‘Electoral Officers’.  

• Staff employed under some other legislation, or by contractual arrangement, 
are not authorised witnesses for statutory declarations in Western Australia by 
reason of their designated title being ‘Research Officer’ or ‘Electoral Officer’. 

2.4 The Committee brings this matter to the attention of the Parliament. 

 

 

______________________________ 

Mr Paul Andrews MLA 
Chairman 

21 September 2006  
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