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21 October 2009 

Max Trenordan MLC 
Standing Committee on Public Administration 
Parliament House 
PERTH WA 6000 

Dear Minister, 

INQUIRY INTO WOODEN POWER POLES 

PUBLIC 

Thankyou for your invitation to submit comments to the Standing Committee on Public 
Administration regarding the inquiry into wooden power poles. The Shire of Augusta 
Margaret River has 10 volunteer bush fire brigades who were invited to provide 
feedback on this matter. A detailed submission summarising feedback has been 
prepared by the Shire's Chief Fire Control Officer, Cindy Pierce. A copy of this 
submission is enclosed. 

In addition to the fire management issues, officers have occasionally experienced 
frustration with replacement of wooden power poles on an ad hoc basis. Replacement 
of power poles can often present an opportunity to relocate power lines to address road 
safety and amenity issues that could not otherwise be financially justified. Greater 
consultation and coordination with other agencies and Local Governments would 
provide opportunities to achieve road safety improvements or to reduce service 
relocations for future projects when power poles are replaced. To maximise benefits of 
coordinating infrastructure replacement, replacement of poles should be planned for 
sections of poles of similar age and condition to be replaced simultaneously rather than 
individual pole replacement. 

Yours faithfully 

d:t~ 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Shire of Augusta - Margaret River I Town View Terrace. Margaret River WA 6285 I Tel (08) 9780 5255 I Fax (08) 97572512 1 amrsc.wa.gov.au 

Please address all correspondence to: Chief Executive Officer PO Box 6/, Margaret River WA 6285 



14th October 2009 

Paul Gravett 
Acting Director Corporate and Community Services. 
Shire of Augusta Margaret River 
PO Box 61 
Margaret River WA 6285 

Dear Paul, 

Inquiry into Wooden Power Poles 

I circulated an email to all volunteer bushfire brigades within the shire asking for 
comments regarding the inquiry into wooden power poles. 

The comments I have received are below in dot points: 

• All power supplies in new developments in high - very high fire risk areas 
need to be placed underground. There should be no development in extreme 
fire risk areas. 

• All power lines that cross access roads for example Wallcliffe Rd to be placed 
underground. Lines that cross roads are a major safety issue for firefighters 
when it comes to gaining access to and fighting bushfires. 

• Maintenance seems to be an issue in some areas - Suggestion - When 
Bushfire Brigades attend a fire that was caused by a power pole there is a 
callout charge to the power pole owner. 

• More funding and attention given to high risk fire areas and replace poles with 
more appropriate material e.g.; concrete or timber poles with steel top 
sections so they don't burn. 

• Maintenance around and in between power poles needs to be improve as in 
some areas the vegetation aroLind the poles and in between the poles is over 
2 metres high. 

• When brigades are called to a pole top fire they don't leave the area until 
Western Power arrives be it the weekend or the middle of the night. Western 
Power can take up to 2 hours to arrive at the poles location. This waiting time 
in protecting the area puts a large amount of pressure of the volunteers when 
usually all running fire has been extinguished once they arrive on scene. 

Past History 2008-2009 summers. 

Last summer 2009 we did not seem to have the pole top fires we had in 2008. 
Last summer 2009 we had a number of pole top fires caused by animals or birds. 
Pole top fires are caused mainly by lack of maintenance, animals and the 
weather conditions. In the· summer of 2008 between the dates of 15th January 
and the 22nd February 2008 brigades in the South of the shire attended to 13 pole 



top fire incidents. One of those 13 incidents included 5 pole top fires within a 
2 km area burning at the same time. So in reality we had 18 pole top fires 
between those dates. One of these incidents we had to call the water bombers in 
to assist us with the fire suppression. A large number of the pole top fires were in 
the Alexander Bridge/Scott River area were resources are limited and detection is 
not always immediate. I submitted a report to the Western Power watchdogs 
back in 2008 regarding the number of pole top fires in the area. 

We were informed that one of the reasons pole top fires occur has to do with 
specific type of insulator on the top of the cross arm, dust and salt accumulate 
and when the area receives a light drizzle of rain this shorts the insulator and sets 
the pole on fire. I understand the some poles in the Alexander Bridge/Scott River 
area have had old insulators replaced by a new type of insulator. 

The Scott River area has always had issues with power poles every summer we 
receive phone calls from people travelling in the area reporting the power line 
arcing. This is very visible at night. Western Power have been contacted a 
number of times regarding this arcing and dropping of sparks that occurs and we 
have been informed it's normal. 

If you require further information please give me a call. 

Cindy Pearce 
CBFCO Shire Augusta Margaret River 


