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PERTH WA 6837 

Dear Chair 

Our Ref: 07/054/00 

INQUIRY INTO THE PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO PARLIAMENT 

I refer to your letter dated 12 May 2014 and thank you for the opportunity to provide this 
written submission to the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations (the 
Committee) for the purposes of the above-mentioned inquiry. 

I provide the following observations and trust they are of some assistance to the Committee. 
My observations are made with specific reference to the Freedom of Information Act 199 2 
(the FOI Act). The objects of the FOI Act, as enshrined in section 3 of that Act, are as 
follows: 

to enable the public to participate more effectively in governing the State; and 
to make the persons and bodies that are responsible for State and local government 
more accountable to the public. 

The provision of information to Parliament and the Freedom of Information Act 1992 

The FOI Act gives every person a general right of access to the documents of State and local 
government agencies and Ministers, subject to and in accordance with the Act. That right of 
access is subject to a range of exemptions- set out in Schedule 1 to the FOI Act- which are 
designed to protect significant public interests that compete with the public interest in the 
openness and accountability of government and its agencies. 

There is nothing in the FOI Act to prevent the disclosure of information to the Parliament. 
Section 3(3) of the FOI Act expressly provides that nothing in the FOI Act is intended to 
prevent or discourage the publication of information outside the Act, if that can properly be 
done or is permitted or required by law to be done. 

There is also nothing in the FOI Act that requires Members of Parliament to utilise the 
procedures in the FOI Act when seeking to obtain information. In this regard, I refer the 
Committee to the comments I made in my report to Parliament following a review of the 
administration ofFOI in Western Australia in 20101

, at page 5: 

1 The Administration of Freedom of Information in Western Australia 31 August 2010: 
http:/ /www.foi. wa. gov.au/Materials/FOI%20Review%2020 1 0%20-%20Comprehensive%20Report.pdf 
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[. .. ]I strongly urge Members of Parliament and Ministers to explore more informal 
and expedient methods of seeking and disclosing information, rather than relying 
purely on the FOiprocess. Members of Parliament who are seeking information/rom 
Ministers may be better served by approaching the Minister in the first instance with 
an informal request for a briefing or a document, instead of submitting a FOI request. 
Similarly, Ministers may be able to reduce their FOI workload by being more 
forthcoming with information in response to such requests. Such an approach would 
be consistent with the legislative intent that FOI should supplement, rather than 
replace, other methods of disclosing government information. While it may appear 
nai've to expect this to occur in light of political realities, I believe it could lead to 
much better outcomes for all parties and would serve the public interest much more 
efficiently and effectively than the current approach. 

Considerations taken into account when deciding not to provide information to 
Parliament 

The passage of the FOI Act by Parliament in 1992 followed extensive consideration as to 
when a public interest in maintaining confidentiality outweighs the public interest in 
disclosure. To this end, the exemption provisions in Schedule 1 to the FOI Act may help 
inform the deliberations of the Committee. 

I have attached a copy of Schedule 1 and provide the following comments about three 
exemptions which I consider may be of most interest to the Committee. 

Clause 1 -Deliberations and decisions of Cabinet and Executive Council 

The purpose of the exemption in clause 1 is to protect the confidentiality of the deliberations 
and decisions of Cabinet and other Executive bodies as defined in clause 1(6): Re Watson and 
Minister for Forestry [2011] WAICmr 8 at [10]. Clause 1(1) gives a general description of 
matter that is exempt. Specific examples of exempt matter, without limiting that general 
description, are then set out in clauses 1(1)(a)-(f). The exemptions in clause 1 are limited by 
clauses 1(2)-1(5). 

In my decision in Re Farina and WA Country Health Service- South West [2013] WAICmr 
16, I made the following observations about clause 1 at [46]-[47]: 

The exemption in clause 1 is considered as protecting an essential public interest in 
maintaining the confidentiality of Cabinet discussions, among other things, which is a 
fundamental part of the Westminster system of Government: see Re Edwards and 
Minister for Transport [2000] WAICmr 39 at [23]. Extracts from the debates 
following the Second Reading of the FOI Bill outline the consideration given to the 
overriding public interest that clause 1 is designed to protect. In those debates, as 
recorded in Hansard on 24 November 1992, the former Minister for Justice 
considered the purpose of clause 1 and said at page 7022: 

"[ ... ]We must ensure that discussions at Cabinet and minutes, or comment 
sheets which go to Cabinet, should be as strong as they can possibly be and 
that we do not encourage a situation where Ministers or agencies feel 
constrained in commenting about another Minister's minute because they 
might be available under FOI. That is not the objective. Discussions at 
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Cabinet level should be as robust as we all want them to be and as well 
informed as we want them to be. That is the reason for the exemption and 
why the greater public interest in having those robust discussions and the 
documentation required to enable Cabinet to reach the best decision. That is 
of bigger public interest than giving people the opportunity to know what goes 
on in Cabinet." 

The intention that emerges from those debates is that clause 1 recognises the greater 
public interest in protecting the ability of Cabinet to maintain robust discussions and 
that public interest overrides the interest in providing members of the public the 
opportunity to know the deliberations of Cabinet. 

Clause 4 - Trade secrets, commercial and business information 

The exemption in clause 4 of Schedule 1 to the FOI Act protects certain kinds of commercial 
or business information about third parties dealing with government and commercial or 
business information about third parties supplied to government in limited circumstances. 
This exemption recognises that the business of government is frequently mixed with that of 
the private sector and that such business should not be adversely affected by the operation of 
the FOI Act: see Re Kimberley Diamond Company NL and Department for Resources 
Development [2000] W AICmr 51 which was followed in Re Pillsbury and Department of 
Mines and Petroleum [2013] WAICmr 1. 

However, private organisations or persons having business dealings with government must 
necessarily expect greater scrutiny of, and accountability for, those dealings than in respect of 
their other dealings: see Re West Australian Newspapers Limited and Western Power 
Corporation [2005] W AICmr 10 at [1 01] which was followed in Re McGowan and Minister 
for Regional Development; Lands [2011] W AICmr 2 at [44]. 

This exemption is frequently misunderstood by parties who argue against disclosure. The 
exemption is not made out merely by asserting that a document is 'commercial in 
confidence'. Instead, the agency, Minister or third party needs to demonstrate either that the 
information is a genuine trade secret or that the information is of a particular type and that its 
disclosure would have certain adverse effects, as outlined in clause 4. The term 'commercial 
in confidence' is not used in the FOI Act and does not have any precise legal meaning. 

Many of my determinations over the last five years have required agencies to disclose 
documents marked as 'commercial in confidence'. During the same time, I have not upheld a 
single claim that a document in dispute before me contains a trade secret. 

The tests outlined in clause 4 may serve as a useful guide to balancing legitimate but limited 
private interests in confidentiality against the public interest in transparency and 
accountability. 

Clause 8 - Confidential communications 

The exemption in clause 8(1) applies to documents iftheir disclosure would give rise to a 
cause of action, such as a breach of a contractual obligation of confidence, for which a legal 
remedy would be available: see Re Speno Rail Maintenance Australia Pty Ltd and The 
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Western Australian Government Railways Commission and Another [1997] WAICmr 29. 
Clause 8(1) is not subject to a public interest test. 

The exemption in clause 8(2) protects information provided to government agencies by 
individuals and organisations on a genuinely confidential basis. For the exemption in clause 
8(2) to apply, it must be established that disclosure would reveal confidential information that 
was obtained in confidence and that such disclosure could reasonably be expected to 
prejudice the future supply of information of that kind to the Government or to an agency. 
Clause 8(2) is subject to a public interest test. 

Again, merely marking a document as 'confidential' or as 'commercial in confidence' will 
not make it confidential for the purpose of the exemption. It may be a factor to be considered 
along with all the circumstances surrounding the giving of the information to decide if it is 
confidential in nature. 

Provision of further information to the Committee 

I would be pleased to make myself available to attend at a hearing or to provide further 
information in writing, should the Committee wish. 

I have no objection to my submission being made public. 

Yours faithfully 

Sven Bluemmel 
INFORMATION COMMISSIONER 
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Freedom of Information Act 1992 
Exempt matter Schedule 1 

cl.1 

Schedule 1-Exempt matter 
[Glossary cl. 1] 

[Heading amended by No. 19 of2010 s. 4.] 

1. Cabinet and Executive Council, deliberations etc. of 

( 1) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure would reveal the 
deliberations or decisions of an Executive body, and, without limiting 
that general description, matter is exempt matter if it-

(a) is an agenda, minute or other record of the deliberations or 
decisions of an Executive body; or 

(b) contains policy options or recommendations prepared for 
possible submission to an Executive body; or 

(c) is a communication between Ministers on matters relating to 
the making of a Government decision or the formulation of a 
Government policy where the decision is of a kind generally 
made by an Executive body or the policy is of a kind 
generally endorsed by an Executive body; or 

(d) was prepared to brief a Minister in relation to matters

(i) prepared for possible submission to an Executive 
body; or 

(ii) the subject of consultation among Ministers relating 
to the making of a Government decision of a kind 
generally made by an Executive body or the 
formulation of a Government policy of a kind 
generally endorsed by an Executive body; 

or 

(e) is a draft of a proposed enactment; or 

(f) is an extract from or a copy of, or of part of, matter referred to 
in any of paragraphs (a) to (e). 

(2) Matter that is merely factual, statistical, scientific or technical is not 
exempt matter under subclause (1) unless-

(a) its disclosure would reveal any deliberation or decision of an 
Executive body; and 
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Freedom of Information Act 1992 
Schedule 1 Exempt matter 

cl. 2 

(b) the fact ofthat deliberation or decision has not been officially 
published. 

(3) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (1) if it, or, in the case of 
matter referred to in subclause (l)(f), the original matter, came into 
existence before the commencement of section 10 and at least 
15 years have elapsed since it or the original matter (as the case may 
be) came into existence. 

(4) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (1) if it, or, in the case of 
matter referred to in subclause (l)(f), the original matter, came into 
existence after the commencement of section 1 0 and at least 1 0 years 
have elapsed since it or the original matter (as the case may be) came 
into existence. 

(5) Matter is not exempt by reason of the fact that it was submitted to an 
Executive body for its consideration or is proposed to be submitted if 
it was not brought into existence for the purpose of submission for 
consideration by the Executive body. 

(6) In this clause Executive body means

(a) Cabinet; or 

(b) a committee of Cabinet; or 

(c) a subcommittee of a committee of Cabinet; or 

(d) Executive Council. 

[Clause 1 amended by No. 57 of 1997 s. 62(3); No. 19 oj2010 s. 59.] 

2. Inter-governmental relations, matter that could damage etc. 

( 1) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure -

(a) could reasonably be expected to damage relations between 
the Government and any other government; or 

(b) would reveal information of a confidential nature 
communicated in confidence to the Government (whether 
directly or indirectly) by any other government. 

(2) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (1) if its disclosure 
would, on balance, be in the public interest. 
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Freedom of Information Act 1992 
Exempt matter Schedule 1 

(3) In this clause-

other government means the government of the Commonwealth, 
another State, a Territory or a foreign country or state. 

[Clause 2 amended by No. 19 of 2010 s. 59.] 

3. Personal information 

( 1) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure would reveal personal 
information about an individual (whether living or dead). 

cl. 3 

(2) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (1) merely because its 
disclosure would reveal personal information about the applicant. 

(3) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (1) merely because its 
disclosure would reveal, in relation to a person who is or has been an 
officer of an agency, prescribed details relating to-

(a) the person; or 

(b) the person's position or functions as an officer; or 

(c) things done by the person in the course of performing 
functions as an officer. 

(4) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (1) merely because its 
disclosure would reveal, in relation to a person who performs, or has 
performed, services for an agency under a contract for services, 
prescribed details relating to-

(a) the person; or 

(b) the contract; or 

(c) things done by the person in performing services under the 
contract. 

(5) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (1) if the applicant 
provides evidence establishing that the individual concerned consents 
to the disclosure of the matter to the applicant. 

( 6) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause ( 1) if its disclosure 
would, on balance, be in the public interest. 

[Clause 3 amended by No. 19 of2010 s. 59.] 
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Freedom of Information Act 1992 
Schedule 1 Exempt matter 

cl.4 

4. Trade secrets, commercial and business information 

( 1) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure would reveal trade secrets of 
a person. 

(2) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure-

(a) would reveal information (other than trade secrets) that has a 
commercial value to a person; and 

(b) could reasonably be expected to destroy or diminish that 
commercial value. 

(3) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure -

(a) would reveal information (other than trade secrets or 
information referred to in subclause (2)) about the business, 
professional, commercial or financial affairs of a person; and 

(b) could reasonably be expected to have an adverse effect on 
those affairs or to prejudice the future supply of information 
of that kind to the Government or to an agency. 

(4) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (1), (2) or (3) merely 
because its disclosure would reveal information about the business, 
professional, commercial or financial affairs of an agency. 

(5) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (1 ), (2) or (3) merely 
because its disclosure would reveal information about the business, 
professional, commercial or financial affairs of the applicant. 

(6) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (1), (2) or (3) if the 
applicant provides evidence establishing that the person concerned 
consents to the disclosure of the matter to the applicant. 

(7) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (3) if its disclosure 
would, on balance, be in the public interest. 

[Clause 4 amended by No. 19 of2010 s. 59.] 

4A. Information given to Treasurer etc. under Bank of Western 
Australia Act 1995 

Matter is exempt matter if it consists of information provided to -

(a) the Treasurer under the Bank of Western Australia Act 1995 
section 22; or 
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Freedom of Information Act 1992 
Exempt matter Schedule 1 

cl. 5 

(b) the Minister under the Bank of Western Australia Act 1995 
section 420. 

[Clause 4A inserted by No. 14 of 2012 s. 9.] 

5. Law enforcement, public safety and property security, matter 
prejudicial etc. to 

(I) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure could reasonably be expected 
to-

(a) impair the effectiveness of any lawful method or procedure 
for preventing, detecting, investigating or dealing with any 
contravention or possible contravention of the law; or 

(b) prejudice an investigation of any contravention or possible 
contravention of the law in a particular case, whether or not 
any prosecution or disciplinary proceedings have resulted; or 

(c) enable the existence, or non-existence, or identity of any 
confidential source of information, in relation to the 
enforcement or administration of the law, to be discovered; or 

(d) prejudice the fair trial of any person or the impartial 
adjudication of any case or hearing of disciplinary 
proceedings; or 

(e) endanger the life or physical safety of any person; or 

(f) endanger the security of any property; or 

(g) prejudice the maintenance or enforcement of a lawful 
measure for protecting public safety; or 

(h) facilitate the escape of any person from lawful custody or 
endanger the security of any prison. 

(2) Matter is exempt matter if it was created by-

(a) the Bureau of Criminal Intelligence, Protective Services Unit, 
Witness Security Unit or Internal Affairs Unit of the Police 
Force of Western Australia; or 

(b) the Internal Investigations Unit of Corrective Services. 

(3) Matter is exempt matter if it originated with, or was received from, a 
Commonwealth intelligence or security agency. 
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Freedom of Information Act 1992 
Schedule 1 Exempt matter 

cl.6 

( 4) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause ( 1) or (2) if-

(a) it consists merely of one or more of the following-

(i) information revealing that the scope of a law 
enforcement investigation has exceeded the limits 
imposed by the law; or 

( ii) a general outline of the structure of a programme 
adopted by an agency for dealing with any 
contravention or possible contravention of the law; or 

(iii) a report on the degree of success achieved in any 
programme adopted by an agency for dealing with 
any contravention or possible contravention of the 
law; 

and 

(b) its disclosure would, on balance, be in the public interest. 

(5) In this clause-

Commonwealth intelligence or security agency means -

(a) the Australian Security Intelligence Organization; or 

(b) the Australian Secret Intelligence Service; or 

(c) that part of the Department ofDefence of the Commonwealth 
known as the Defence Signals Directorate; or 

(d) that part of the Department of Defence of the Commonwealth 
known as the Defence Intelligence Organisation. 

contravention includes a failure to comply; 

law means the law of this State, the Commonwealth, another State, a 
Territory or a foreign country or state. 

[Clause 5 amended by No. 31 of 1993 s. 43; No. 11 of 1996 s. 41; 
No. 56 of2004 s. 4; No. 19 of2010 s. 59.] 

6. Deliberative processes of Government etc., matter revealing 

( 1) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure -

(a) would reveal-

(i) any opinion, advice or recommendation that has been 
obtained, prepared or recorded; or 
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Freedom of Information Act 1992 
Exempt matter Schedule 1 

cl. 7 

(ii) any consultation or deliberation that has taken place, 

in the course of, or for the purpose of, the deliberative 
processes of the Government, a Minister or an agency; and 

(b) would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest. 

(2) Matter that appears in an internal manual of an agency is not exempt 
matter under subclause ( 1 ). 

(3) Matter that is merely factual or statistical is not exempt matter under 
subclause ( 1 ). 

( 4) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause ( 1) if at least 10 years 
have passed since the matter came into existence. 

[Clause 6 amended by No. 19 of2010 s. 59.] 

7. Legal professional privilege, matter subject to 

(1) Matter is exempt matter if it would be privileged from production in 
legal proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege. 

(2) Matter that appears in an internal manual of an agency is not exempt 
matter under subclause (1). 

[Clause 7 amended by No. 19 of2010 s. 59.] 

8. Confidential communications 

( 1) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure (otherwise than under this 
Act or another written law) would be a breach of confidence for 
which a legal remedy could be obtained. 

(2) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure-

(a) would reveal information of a confidential nature obtained in 
confidence; and 

(b) could reasonably be expected to prejudice the future supply of 
information of that kind to the Government or to an agency. 

(3) Matter referred to in clause 6(l)(a) is not exempt matter under 
subclause (1). unless its disclosure would enable a legal remedy to be 
obtained for a breach of confidence owed to a person other than -

(a) a person in the capacity of a Minister, a member ofthe staff 
of a Minister, or an officer of an agency; or 

(b) an agency or the State. 
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Freedom of Information Act 1992 
Schedule 1 Exempt matter 

cl. 9 

(4) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (2) if its disclosure 
would, on balance, be in the public interest. 

[Clause 8 amended by No. 19 of2010 s. 59.} 

9. State's economy, matter adversely affecting management of etc. 

(I) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure could reasonably be expected 
to-

(a) have a substantial adverse effect on the ability ofthe 
Government or an agency to manage the economy of the 
State; or 

(b) result in an unfair benefit or detriment to any person or class 
of persons because of the premature disclosure of information 
concerning any proposed action or inaction of the Parliament, 
the Government or an agency in the course of, or for the 
purpose of, managing the economy of the State. 

(2) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (1) if its disclosure 
would, on balance, be in the public interest. 

[Clause 9 amended by No. 19 of 2010 s. 59.} 

10. State's financial or property affairs, matter adversely affecting 
etc. 

(I) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure could reasonably be expected 
to have a substantial adverse effect on the financial or property affairs 
of the State or an agency. 

(2) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure would reveal trade secrets of 
an agency. 

(3) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure-

(a) would reveal information (other than trade secrets) that has a 
commercial value to an agency; and 

(b) could reasonably be expected to destroy or diminish that 
commercial value. 

( 4) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure -

(a) would reveal information (other than trade secrets or 
information referred to in subclause (3)) concerning the 
commercial affairs of an agency; and 
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Freedom of Information Act 1992 
Exempt matter Schedule 1 

cl. 11 

(b) could reasonably be expected to have an adverse effect on 
those affairs. 

(5) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure-

(a) would reveal information relating to research that is being, or 
is to be, undertaken by an officer of an agency or by a person 
on behalf of an agency; and 

(b) would be likely, because ofthe premature release ofthe 
information, to expose the officer or person or the agency to 
disadvantage. 

(6) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (1), (2), (3), (4) or (5) if 
its disclosure would, on balance, be in the public interest. 

[Clause 10 amended by No. 19 of2010 s. 59.] 

11. Effective operation of agencies, matter impairing etc. 

( 1) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure could reasonably be expected 
to-

( a) impair the effectiveness of any method or procedure for the 
conduct of tests, examinations or audits by an agency; or 

(b) prevent the objects of any test, examination or audit 
conducted by an agency from being attained; or 

(c) have a substantial adverse effect on an agency's management 
or assessment of its personnel; or 

(d) have a substantial adverse effect on an agency's conduct of 
industrial relations. 

(2) Matter is not exempt matter under subclause (1) if its disclosure 
would, on balance, be in the public interest. 

[Clause 11 amended by No. 19 of2010 s. 59.] 

12. Contempt of Parliament or court, matter that would be 

Matter is exempt matter if its public disclosure would, apart from this 
Act and any immunity of the Crown -

(a) be in contempt of court; or 

(b) contravene any order or direction of a person or body having 
power to receive evidence on oath; or 
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Freedom of Information Act 1992 
Schedule 1 Exempt matter 

cl.13 

(c) infringe the privileges of Parliament. 

[Clause 12 amended by No. 19 of2010 s. 59.} 

13. Adoption or artificial conception information 

Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure would reveal-

(a) information relating to the adoption of a child or 
arrangements or negotiations for or towards or with a view to 
the adoption of a child; or 

(b) information relating to the participation of a person in an 
artificial fertilization procedure as defined in the Human 
Reproductive Technology Act 1991 or as to a person having 
been born as a result of such a procedure. 

[Clause 13 amended by No. 19 of2010 s. 59.} 

14. Information protected by certain statutory provisions 

( 1) Matter is exempt matter if it is matter of a kind mentioned in -

(a) section 167(1)(a), (I)( c), (2)(a) or (2)(b) of the Equal 
Opportunity Act 1984; or 

(b) section 64(2)(a), (2)(b) or (3) of the Legal Aid Commission 
Act 1976; or 

(c) section 23(1) ofthe Parliamentary Commissioner Act 1971; 
or 

(d) section 47 of the Inspector of Custodial Services Act 2003. 

(2) Matter is exempt matter if it is matter to which a direction given under 
section 23(la) of the Parliamentary Commissioner Act 1971 or 
section 48 of the Inspector of Custodial Services Act 2003 applies. 

(3) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure would reveal anything said or 
admitted for the purposes of negotiating the settlement of or 
conciliating a complaint under-

(a) Division 3A or 3 of Part 3; or 

(b) administrative instructions under section 23, 

of the Health and Disability Services (Complaints) Act 1995. 
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Freedom of Information Act 1992 
Exempt matter Schedule 1 

cl.15 

( 4A) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure would reveal anything said or 
admitted for the purposes of negotiating the settlement of or 
conciliating a complaint under Division 2 of Part 6 of the Disability 
Services Act 1993. 

( 4) Matter is exempt matter if it is matter of a kind mentioned in 
section 29(3) of the Industry and Technology Development Act 1998. 

(5) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure would reveal or tend to reveal 
the identity of anyone as -

(a) a person who has made an appropriate disclosure of public 
interest information under the Public Interest Disclosure 
Act 2003; or 

(b) a person in respect of whom a disclosure of public interest 
information has been made under the Public Interest 
Disclosure Act 2003; or 

(c) a person who has made, or a person who is mentioned in, a 
report under the Children and Community Services Act 2004 
section 124B(l ); or 

(d) a person who is a notifier as defined in the Children and 
Community Services Act 2004 section 240(1), or a person 
about whom the information mentioned in that definition is 
given; or 

(e) a person who has given, or a person who is mentioned in, a 
notification under the Commonwealth Family Law Act 1975 
section 67ZA(2) or (3) or the Family Court Act 1997 
section 160(2) or (3); or 

(f) a person in respect of whom information is contained in the 
Community Protection Offender Register established under 
the Community Protection (Offender Reporting) Act 2004 
section 80. 

[Clause 14 amended by No. 94 of 1994 s. 3; No. 50 of 1995 s. 3; 
No. 75 of 1995 s. 80(4); No. 13 of 1998 s. 34(2); No. 43 of 1999 s. 20; 
No. 29 of2003 s. 28; No. 75 of2003 s. 56(1); No. 26 of2008 s. 13; 
No. 33 of2010 s. 57; No. 19 of2010 s. 59; No. 54 of2012 s. 44.] 

15. Precious metal transactions, information as to 

( 1) Matter is exempt matter if its disclosure would reveal information 
about-
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Freedom of Information Act 1992 
Schedule 1 Exempt matter 

cl.15 

(a) gold or other precious metal received by Gold Corporation 
from a person, or held by Gold Corporation on behalf of a 
person, on current account, certificate of deposit or fixed 
deposit; or 

(b) a transaction relating to gold or other precious metal received 
or held by Gold Corporation. 

(2) In this clause-

Gold Corporation means the Gold Corporation constituted under 
section 4 ofthe Gold Corporation Act 1987 or a subsidiary of Gold 
Corporation within the meaning of that Act. 

[Clause 15 amended by No. 19 of2010 s. 59.] 
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