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Report from Ian Blayney MLA, Member for Geraldton. 

 

I was able to attend the Conference for the first 3 days- I had to be back in Geraldton on the 
Thursday to present to the Economic Forum, run by the Midwest Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. Hence I missed the ‘Hot Topics’ day. 

The conference was held in the Parliament of NSW, which is a fascinating, and old building. It’s 
Australia’s first and oldest Parliament, and includes the oldest surviving building in Sydney’s CBD.     
A highlight for me (an acting speaker), was to sit in the speaker’s chair in the ‘bearpit’. A difference 
between the Upper House in NSW and WA is that in NSW all upper house members represent the 
entire state, have an office in the parliament buildings , and just one member of staff. 

I previously attended the same conference in Canberra some years ago, and as before it was really 
interesting to meet  members of my party from other states- in this case a member from the ACT 
Parliament, the President of the Victorian Upper House, and the Member for Holdsworthy, NSW, 
whose electorate, and electorate office, we visited (we were split into 5 groups, with each group 
going to visit a different, local, State lower-house electorate). 

The other highlight of the Asia Pacific Conference is to meet Members from the Pacific, and learn of 
the stark difference in resources that these members have. In particular it was sad to hear from a 
Member from Bougainville, that her biggest issue and burden to carry was the widows coming and 
asking for help to pay their children’s school fees. We also had 2 delegates from Pakistan, and two 
from the Channel Islands. 

The first item discussed was a presentation from each parliament of an idea to ‘engage’ with their 
community. Our Clerk, Kirsten Robinson, gave an excellent presentation about the recent series we 
have made about the WA Parliament, run on Channel 44 television in WA. 

The rest of the day was spent working on ways to engage with constituents in remote communities, 
and I did an excellent skills session on how to engage with, and through, my staff. 

Day 2 we did a session on engaging with young people, and then another on engaging with 
constituents. In the afternoon we split, and each group visited an electorate, and electoral office in a 
NSW lower house seat- Holsworthy, Fairfield, Ku-ring-gai, Newtown and Parramatta. I think for all 
delegates this was a highlight. My group visited Holsworthy, including Australia’s only nuclear 
reactor at Lucas Heights, a large recycling facility (one of 12 to service Sydney), reclaimed landfill- 
being used for sports facilities, the electorate office, and had an evening meal at a local golf club. 

On the last day, we had a session going over the electorate visits, which was really interesting. The 
next session was on ‘Engaging with Public Policy’ or ‘Engaging with Public Finances’. I did the session 
on Public Policy- it was the first time in 9 years as an MP that I’ve done any formal work on 
something like this.  

We then did a session on engaging with ‘Colleagues Across the Chamber’, and ‘Professional 
Development for Members’. After a session on CPA issues, across the Commonwealth, the 
Conference closed. Unfortunately I missed the conference dinner because I had to fly home on 
Wednesday evening. 



CPA conferences are an opportunity to meet, and exchange ideas with, MPs from other states and 
countries. It is fascinating. For Australians it is really the only opportunity we have to do this. We 
discussed such things as the annual gatherings of MPs that occur in the US and Canada, but 
concluded that it would be hard to have such things in Australia because it’s too hard to drag MPs 
away from their electorates! 

Certainly the education sessions are very useful. I can’t help that consider it odd that the State 
Government is working to require all local councillors to complete some formal education about 
becoming a councillor, but there is nothing for MPs. 

I’d like to thank the CPA for allowing me to attend. I’d also commend the people from the NSW 
Parliament for putting on an excellent programme, and being superbly organised. It is one of the 
most enjoyable, useful, and interesting things I’ve done as a Member. 

 

Ian Blayney MLA 

Member for Geraldton. 

 


