
 
 
 

Report from Lisa Baker 
 

Australia Pacific Regional Conference 
18-19 November 2013 

 
 
 
Introduction 
 
CPA Australia has invited the Chair of the Australia Region CWP Steering 
Committee to attend CPA’s Regional Conferences to provide members with 
an update on the CWP’s Strategic and Operational Plans (Action Plan 
2013/14), and in particular the work programme and outcomes from the 
Pacific Women’s Partnership Programme. 
 
I travelled to Melbourne on 17 November 2013 to deliver my report to the 
Conference on the morning of the 18th November 2013, and to attend 
conference sessions as time permitted. 
 
This was a sitting week in the WA Parliament and it was not possible for me to 
have more than one day (Tuesday 18th) paired from the Parliament. 
 
Report 
 
In my presentation to the Conference I provided an update on the progress 
made by CWP Australia to implement the activities contained within our CWP 
Action Plan 2013/14. Highlights under the three key areas of communication, 
engagement and advocacy included; 
 

 Production for an Orientation Kit that has been sent to all parliaments 
for presentation to new women members when they are appointed to 
parliament. 

 
 Amendments to CPA Australia constitution to formally include the CWP 

Australia Region. 
 

 On line forums conducted on 1) Sexualisation of young girls, digital 
imaging etc, and 2) Women on Boards. 

 
 w.comm Young Women’s Forum which will be held in last week of 

November in Sydney and for the first time will include young women 
from Pacific Nations. 

 
The Activity Statement for the Pacific Women’s Partnership Program follows 
below;   
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Activity Progress 
 

Online networking platform  
	
The	project	will	create	an	online	
networking	platform,	open	to	
parliamentarians	and	parliamentary	
staff,	to	facilitate	discussion,	requests	for	
data	and	information. 

The PWPP website 
(http://www.pacificparliaments.net/pwpp/index.html) 
was developed in March-April 2013. The link to the 
website, and an explanation of its pages, was 
provided to all participants of the Sydney Forum by 
email on 6 May. Contact details of those women who 
agreed to share their email addresses were also 
shared. 
 
No requests for information have yet been received. 
 
Website statistics are being monitored, and a strategy 
to increase awareness of the website has been 
developed. 
 

Submission to Pacific Plan Review 
	
The	project	will	also	facilitate	women	
parliamentarians’	joint	submission	to	the	
2013	Pacific	Plan	Review	to	ensure	that	
this	process	is	inclusive	of	the	views	of	
Pacific	women.	
 

The submission was drafted by Ms Louisa Wall MP, 
distributed to all members of the Reference Group, 
and on approval, submitted to the Pacific Plan Review 
on 15 May 2013.  
 
The submission is available from the PWPP website 
at: http://www.pacificparliaments.net/pwppevents.html. 
 

MP exchanges  
 
The	project	will	facilitate	exchanges	and	
foster	strategic	partnerships	between	
women	MPs	by	pairing	Australian	and	
Pacific	women	MPs.	
 

The first exchange program involved Ms Rhoda 
Sikilabu of the Solomon Islands and Mrs Christine 
Fyffe (Victoria), and occurred between 19 and 23 
August 2013. 
 
The program included two days in Mrs Fyffe’s 
electorate, two days at the Victorian parliament, and 
one day on the federal campaign trail with the 
Speaker of the Australian House of Representatives, 
Ms Anna Burke MP. 
 
A second MP exchange program took place between 
Senators Inabo and Sengebau Senior of Palau and 
Tasmanian Senator Anne Urqhuart in November 
2013. 
 
The program of the exchange centred on the 
establishment of a new organisation C-WEB, which 
aims to promote the participation of women in politics 
in Palau. 
 
 
 

Parliamentary Skills Scholarships A scholarship was offered to Ms Sulia Makasini, of the 



Activity Progress 
 

	
Two	scholarships	will	be	offered	each	
year	on	a	competitive	basis	for	
parliamentary	staff	in	the	Pacific	to	be	
placed	with	a	host	parliament	in	
Australia	for	up	to	a	month. 

Tongan parliamentary secretariat, in August 2013.  
 
While in Australia, Ms Makasini researched and wrote 
a paper proposing a model by which to fast-track 
women into parliament in Tonga. 
 

Building research capacity 
	
This	activity	seeks	to	build	links	between	
academic	institutions	and	Pacific	
parliaments,	and	eventually	enable	
willing	and	interested	parliaments	to	
commission	research	papers	on	topics	
related	to	gender	equality. 

The parliaments of Cook Islands, Palau, Samoa and 
Vanuatu agreed to each host a member of staff from 
the Australian parliament during the federal election 
period. The placements were designed to improve the 
capacity of those parliaments in designing and 
implementing a research project, in consultation with a 
woman MP (or, in the case of Vanuatu, a former 
woman MP). 
 
 

E-learning course 
E‐learning	courses	on	parliamentary	
practice	and	procedure,	from	a	gender	
perspective,	will	be	developed	in	
collaboration	with	the	Commonwealth	of	
Learning.	Modules	will	be	developed	
using	existing	instruments	and	tools	on	a	
range	of	topics	including	women’s	
parliamentary	leadership;	interacting	
with	stakeholders;	using	parliamentary	
accountability	mechanisms	for	gender	
equality;	and	improving	the	
parliamentary	environment.	
 

A workshop is being held on 26 November 2013 with 
women parliamentarians from Bougainville, Cook 
Islands, Kiribati and Samoa to identify learning needs 
and the most appropriate methods in meeting those 
needs. 

IPU workshop (Tonga) 
	
The	Australian	Parliament	and	the	IPU	
have	been	holding	joint	meetings	of	
Pacific	parliaments.	In	2013,	one	of	the	
topics	will	be	improving	parliaments’	
capacity	to	address	gender	equality. 

The workshop was held on 7-8 November 2013. 
Participants included Ms Lyn Breuer from South 
Australia (parliament twinned with Tonga). 
An outcomes statement is available at: 
http://www.pacificparliaments.net/_lib/docs/Outcomes
%20Statement.pdf  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


