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In November, 2013 I had the honour of being one of the representatives of the 
Western Australian Parliament at the 2013 Australian and Pacific Regional 
Conference held in Melbourne.   The other representative of the Western Australian 
Parliament was Mr Ian Britza MLA, Member for Morley.  Ms Lisa Baker, Member for 
Maylands also attended in her role as Chair of the CWPA. 

The conference was attended by representatives of every State of Australia as well 
as the Australian Capital Territory.  There were also representatives present from the 
Parliaments of New Zealand, Tonga, Samoa, Kiribati, Nauru, Tonga, and Niue.  The 
cross section of Members of Parliament present provided an excellent opportunity to 
understand the similarities and differences of the Parliaments of the Australian and 
Pacific Regions and well as the challenges that can be faced. 

Delegates to the conference were asked to submit papers on the theme of ‘Ethics 
and Accountability’ to be presented at the conference. This resulted in a 
considerable range of papers that explored the topic from a more ethical and 
philosophical point of view right through to detailed analysis of the operations of anti-
corruption commissions or particular inquiries into matters such as the Fitzgerald 
Inquiry in Queensland.  A summary of papers presented is attached. 

The conference was hosted by the Parliament of Victoria with both the President of 
the Legislative Council, Hon Bruce Atkinson MLC and Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly Hon Ken Smith MP and very ably supported by Sarah Cox the Legislative 
Assembly Chamber Assistant. 

The Legislative Assembly of Victoria hosted delegates and supporting officers from 
Monday 18 November until Thursday 21 November 2013. 

During this time, delegates were provided with; 

・ Breakfast (served at the Mercure Melbourne) 

・ Morning Tea, Lunch and Afternoon Tea 

・ Dinner on Tuesday 19 November and Wednesday 20 November. 

Parliament House also provided a business centre with internet access and printing 
facilities for conference participants. 

 



The Deputy Commissioner of the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption 
Commission (IBAC), Mr Simon Heath addressed the conference on Tuesday, 19 
November as the keynote speaker.  The IBAC is a newly established body in Victoria 
and Mr Heath discussed issues surrounding the role of the new Commission, the 
impact the Commission may have on Members and Parliamentary staff and its place 
within the ethics and accountability framework of Victoria. 

Unfortunately due to events within The Nationals in Western Australia (the 
resignation of the leader), I was required to remain in Perth to meet with my party 
colleagues and so missed the first day of the conference, including the keynote 
speaker.   However, I found the subsequent two days of the conference very useful, 
not only in considering issues of Ethics and Accountability, but also in learning of 
differences between Parliaments in the Region. 

My own paper explored the issue of the perhaps unrealistic demands made on 
politicians in Australia and whether this was having the undesirable effect of 
deterring quality people from offering themselves for high office, or causing the 
premature departure of members of parliament due to the pressures of the job. 

Titled “The Quest for the Perfect Politician – Possible or Damaging to Democracy”, 
the paper began with a story from Aesop’s Fables about the miller and his son taking 
their donkey to market.  Their enthusiasm to please their detractors along the way 
resulted in a ridiculous and unfortunate outcome for them.  The paper was 
accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation.  Both are attached. 

The paper generated considerable debate ranging from agreement that this was an 
issue through to some members of parliament being somewhat offended that 
perhaps I was suggesting that they were less than perfect.   

One of the key messages I wanted to convey was that in spite of blaming media, big 
business, and unions for the denigration of politicians and the consequent loss of 
respect for them and the institutions they serve, I believe that politicians themselves 
are also to blame for the low value being placed on the profession.  The use of 
aggressive and negative attacks during election campaigns, accusations of 
impropriety in the Chamber and unrelenting personal attacks by oppositions and 
governments in parliament may be effective in winning election campaigns or 
changing government, but the overall outcome can also be the decline in respect for 
the institution of parliament and the weakening of our democracy. 

It would be too cumbersome to summarise all the papers presented to the 
conference, but I must record my appreciation for the prompt provisions of papers 
presented to the conference participants by way of a USB pen, very cleverly 
incorporated into a Parliament of Victoria pen. 

A particularly powerful presentation was made by Alfred Ngaro MP, a member of the 
New Zealand Parliament who is based in Auckland and is a New Zealander of Cook 



Islands descent.  Mr Ngaro is Deputy Chair of the Justice and Electoral Select 
Committee and a member of the Social Services Select Committee.  His paper was 
titled “Ethics and Accountability, a Pacific World View”.   His message was contained 
in a quote in his skilfully delivered presentation was: 

‘Mou te ko mou te here kia pukuru o vaevae kia mokora o kaki” 

‘Hold onto your culture, stand tall on your feet to face the challenges ahead of you’ 

He particularly focussed on cultural differences and how they can be reconciled in 
making Westminster system democracy work.  The Pacific culture is based on 
spirituality, faith and descendency compared to Western ideology and values, 
including egalitarianism. 

The paper presented by Member for Morley, Ian Britza MLA also challenged 
members to consider the values they bring to their position.  His paper particularly 
focussed on the mandate that our Parliamentary System has been given, to uphold 
justice, honesty and morality in our nation.  He also gave great emphasis to the 
importance of loyalty as a quality that is beneficial for those of us who serve our 
nation or state as members of parliament. 

There were many other informative papers but I particularly enjoyed the forensic 
analysis by Carl Judge MP, Member for Yeerongpilly in Queensland who used his 
previous experience as a police officer in the Queensland Police Service to explore 
the issues surrounding the recent inquiry undertaken by Queensland Parliamentary 
Crime and Misconduct Committee (the PCMC) into actions of QLD’s Crime and 
Misconduct Commission (the CMC), formerly known as the Criminal Justice 
Commission.  The inquiry was in relation to the unauthorised public access to certain 
confidential records from the Fitzgerald corruption inquiry, undertaken in Queensland 
between 1987-1989, and to the destruction of other confidential records of that 
inquiry. 

Another paper of interest was the experience of Hon Nyall Blair MLC, Member of the 
Legislative Council of New South Wales who described some of the challenges his 
move from small business to being a member of parliament. 

Overall the conference was very valuable and I thank the CPA and the Parliament of 
Victoria for the opportunity and the excellent hospitality. 
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Member for Kalgoorlie  
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