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Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied: 
Thank you very much, Mr Speaker � 

Mr M. McGowan: Have you got your answer?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I do not need an answer to those questions. The facts are that there is an application 
process. I do not see what the problem is. The seniors will get a pen and apply and we will pay them the money. 
I do not know whether it is something unique that the member does not understand. I know the member does not. 
Let me explain again: they make an application on the approved form, the form is sent in and the money is paid. 
It is simple.  

JOONDALUP AND WARWICK POLICE STATIONS � FIREBOMB ATTACKS 

163. Ms A.R. MITCHELL to the Minister for Police:  
As member for Kingsley I say that my constituents are clearly concerned about any effect the recent firebomb 
attacks on the police stations at Joondalup and Warwick may have on policing services in the area. Can the 
minister reassure members that policing services have not been affected? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 
I thank the member for Kingsley for her question and her obvious interest, because I know that Warwick Police 
Station � 

Ms M.M. Quirk: It�s in my electorate. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: � does service the member for Kingsley�s electorate, together with electorates 
represented by other members in this house.  

The disgraceful act of setting fire to two police officers� vehicles followed a horrendous night at Joondalup 
Police Station, which witnessed an act akin to urban terrorism. I am delighted to say that two people have been 
charged with the offence at Joondalup. The investigation into the offence committed at Warwick Police Station 
is ongoing.  

The member asked whether I could give an assurance that policing in the northern suburbs has not been affected. 
I can give the member that assurance. I have had meetings with the police commissioner and I am confident, 
given his assurances, that policing facilities and policing in general have not been affected. The officers who 
were at Joondalup have been restationed at surrounding police stations.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: Has security been reviewed?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: In answer to the interjection from my colleague the member for Girrawheen, security is 
certainly being reviewed. This government will ensure that our police stations will be more secure, if they need 
to be.  

This government will not tolerate any acts of violence against police officers, and that is clearly outlined in 
legislation that it is committed to. Similarly, the government is committed to not standing by and allowing acts 
of vandalism akin to terrorism against our police stations, police vehicles or police personnel�s vehicles. These 
acts are almost unprecedented in this state and the government takes them very seriously.  

Once again, I assure the house that policing in the northern suburbs has not been affected, other than that the 
officers from the affected stations have been moved to other stations. It is a very serious situation. About 
$500 000-worth of damage has been caused to Joondalup Police Station, and that must be addressed. I am 
hopeful that the renovations that need to take place at Joondalup Police Station will be completed within weeks. 
The main problem is that, because of the smoke damage from the fire that was caused by the explosion, the 
brand-new air conditioning that recently had been installed has to be taken out because smoke soot is contained 
in the air-conditioning trunks that go through the building. Work needs to be done.  

I am delighted that police acted very swiftly in apprehending two persons of interest. I am sure that now those 
persons have been charged they will be dealt with severely once they face the court.  

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING � REPORT ON STUDENT FIGHTS 

164. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education:  
(1) Will the minister explain why her department has failed to deliver a written report on eight separate 

fight club incidents involving students from a number of schools, including students from John Forrest 
Senior High School?  

(2) Is this a strategy to avoid freedom of information laws? 

(3) Is the minister aware of ongoing concerns being expressed by parents and shopkeepers in Morley about 
the fight club incidents?  
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Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 
(1)-(3) Members are aware of a number of incidents reported in recent weeks about alleged fight clubs. I have 

not had any evidence presented to me that there are clubs of children in Western Australian schools 
engaged in organised fighting. We have seen footage from mobile phone film of these incidents. I have 
been told that the incidents have occurred over a long period, rather than being organised. I have not 
received a report. 

I am not sure about the second part of the member�s question about the FOI request. I have not seen an 
FOI request. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You can access FOI material only if it is in writing, so if the report is verbal, there is no 
capacity for FOI. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I have not seen an FOI request on this matter. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: So you have received no written briefing notes on this? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I have had conversations and discussions about this. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: None of which is FOI-able; that is my point. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Come on! Not everything is written down. When incidents occur, they are discussed. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: This is quite serious. You said that you were going to have an investigation done, yet there 
is no written report. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members on my left, I would like to hear the answer. I do not want further interjection. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: How long does the member think an investigation takes? It cannot be done in 24 hours. 

As far as we can see from the investigations that I have been told about, most of these fights have taken place off 
school sites. Of course they are of concern to schools. We have discussed this before. They are of concern to all 
of us. They must be of concern to schools, but they are also of ongoing concern to the general community. The 
issues are the subject of ongoing discussions with the Minister for Police, and that will continue. At this point, 
there is no written report, but there have been discussions as incidents have arisen, and we will continue to do 
that.  

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING � REPORT ON STUDENT FIGHTS 

165. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education: 
Will the minister seek a written report if a child is seriously injured or killed? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 
What an extraordinary question�if a child is injured or killed. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: There�s nothing extraordinary about it. You said that you were going to have an 
investigation, and you haven�t even got a written report. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: These are isolated incidents. There is no evidence of any club. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: It is two weeks later and there is no written report. It is a sham! That is no kind of 
investigation at all. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Midland! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Of course, no-one would condone children fighting. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: It�s a whitewash! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Do not be ridiculous! This is an absolute beat-up from the member. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: We know where the beat-up is occurring�in the vicinity of John Forrest Senior High 
School. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The information that I have received is that there are no fight clubs as such. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You said that you were going to get a blow-by-blow report. Remember that? 

The SPEAKER: The member for Midland has asked a question and a supplementary question. I would like to 
hear the answer. Maybe the answer the member is hearing is not the answer she wants to hear, but I think she 
should listen to what the minister has to say. If there are further issues that the member would like to raise at a 
later date, I am sure that she is more than capable of doing so. 


