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Dr E. CONSTABLE: The assumption in the question is quite incorrect. There is no evidence to show that there 
are fight clubs in schools or that schoolchildren are involved in fight clubs outside schools. I have not received 
any information to suggest that that has been the case. There have been a number of isolated incidents over a 
long period of children fighting. As we know, footage of that has been shown in the media. There is no evidence 
to show that this is organised in the way that the member for Midland is suggesting. I do not condone fighting. 
This is an issue that is of concern to both schools and the general community, and I will continue to monitor the 
situation. 

OOMBULGURRI COMMUNITY � LIQUOR BAN 

166. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Racing and Gaming: 
It has been just over a month since the alcohol ban was imposed at the Oombulgurri community in the state�s 
north. Can the minister please update the house on whether there has been any improvement in the welfare of 
Oombulgurri residents since the ban was introduced? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 

I remind members that on Thursday, 6 November I announced that alcohol would be banned from the Kimberley 
community of Oombulgurri; that is, alcohol was banned from being taken into the community, as was its 
consumption and possession in the community. I stress at the start that it is early days; it has been only one 
month. I do not want anyone to get carried away, because situations can change. I have been pleased to hear the 
reports coming back from the police. They indicate that there has been a significant decrease in alcohol-related 
harm in the community since the ban came into force. That is very, very encouraging. The police have reported 
that since alcohol was banned, there have been no after-hours callouts for police attendance at the community. 
This compares with an average of approximately four callouts a night when there was alcohol in the community, 
especially just after alcohol was transported into the community. There has not been a single report of domestic 
violence since the ban came into effect; nor have there been reports of other assaults or disturbances. It seems to 
be going very well. The really encouraging thing is that interaction between the community and the police is also 
going well. The police are really pleased about that. There is also evidence of more children returning to school 
and more appropriate behaviour being displayed, which is also very encouraging. Attendance at the local health 
clinic for violence-related injuries has been significantly reduced. Referrals for child neglect, domestic violence 
and other violence have decreased.  

The overall assessment is that the community is functioning very well. I have said previously in this chamber 
that the ban was designed to act as a circuit breaker. We hope that it will encourage a breathing space within the 
community, and restore it to being a productive, safe, nice place to live. There are indications that families are 
returning to the community and that other families intend to come back. We hope that that trend continues. 
These are early days. I thank all the agencies involved. I spoke to the member for Kimberley about this when we 
imposed the ban, and she raised the issue�as did other members�of ongoing resourcing. I am confident that 
the resources are available at present, but we will continue to monitor resourcing as time goes on. 

BURRUP PENINSULA � DEVELOPMENT 

167. Mr V. CATANIA to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier�s opposition to further industrial development on the Burrup Peninsula, and in particular to 
comments he made in this chamber and on 60 Minutes. 

(1) Is the Premier still opposed to further industrial development on the Burrup Peninsula? 

(2) What is the Premier�s position on the proposed industrial projects on the Burrup Peninsula? 

(3) Is the Premier still committed to development of the Maitland heavy industrial estate? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

The member referred to my comments but did not say what they were. 

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for North West asked the question. I am inviting him to give me a little more 
information about which comments he is referring to so that I can answer the question. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for North West asked the question. Let us hear from him. It is his electorate 
and he knows all about it. Which comments did the member refer to? 

Mr V. Catania: The comments about no further development on the Burrup Peninsula. 



1098 [ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 11 December 2008] 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Okay; I will let the member off. He clearly did not write the question. It is in his 
electorate, but he knows very little about it. However, I will try to help him out. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If the member asks a question he should do his homework. If the member is going to ask a 
question, particularly about his own electorate, he should make sure that he does his own homework. That is a 
good tip. 

(1)-(3) The Burrup Peninsula is probably the most important area of industrial production in Australia. It also 
happens to be the home of ancient rock art. The art is between 6 000 and 30 000 years old. It is reliably 
estimated that there are 300 000 carvings. There are, in all probability, more than a million carvings. 
There are carvings of terrestrial species, marine species, stick figures and all sorts of geometric patterns. 
It is extraordinary; it is the largest, most concentrated collection of ancient rock art anywhere on this 
planet. It is unique; it is special. Not enough attention has been paid to it, but let us not apportion blame. 
A lot of development has taken place on the Burrup Peninsula and, although estimates vary, some say 
that as much as 25 per cent of the rock art has been destroyed. I doubt that that figure is true. Possibly 
five per cent to 10 per cent has been destroyed at sites that have basically been levelled. I do not think 
that any present-day government or company would do what was done in the 1960s and 1970s. I do not 
apportion blame; it was simply a different generation and a different set of values. I became very 
interested in the rock art issue. I encourage members on both sides of the house to look at the rock art 
when they visit the Burrup Peninsula and the Karratha region. One has only to drive probably 
10 kilometres from the airport and walk down the side of the Pistol Ranges, and there they are. It is 
worth going there to look at the area. It is special and unique.  

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition!  

Mr E.S. Ripper: The emperor doesn�t take interjections. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Is the Leader of the Opposition all right? Has he calmed down? 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Are you going to respond? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am answering the question from the member for North West. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The Leader of the Opposition referred to the Premier as the emperor. That is not his title, 
and it has never been allowed in this house. He should refer to him by either his title or his electorate. He would 
normally be referred to by his title in this house.  

The SPEAKER: If the Leader of the Opposition referred to the Premier using that terminology, I ask him to 
withdraw it. I did not hear the comment made.  

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Mr Speaker, for your information, I said that the emperor does not take interjections. If you 
require me to withdraw that, of course I will. 

The SPEAKER: If you made that comment, I ask you to withdraw it. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: I withdraw. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: See him smiling. He loves that title!  

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: If I were an emperor, I would pray that the member for Armadale was not one of my 
subjects! 

Ancient rock art on the Burrup is of world significance. It is protected at a state level under a conservation 
reserve put in during the time I was a minister, something the member for Rockingham tried to claim credit for 
five years later. It is on the National Heritage List and at some stage it may even get World Heritage listing. It 
also happens to be a very important area of economic and industrial production. There is a flat open area called 
Hearson Cove on the right-hand side of the Burrup Peninsula. It is where the Indian-backed Burrup Fertilisers 
Pty Ltd has a plant. Land was allocated in the late 1990s and the project was built during the term of the previous 
government. Hearson Cove was earmarked for industrial development under my time as Minister for Resources 
and Development. At that time it was recognised that there was scope for six or so medium-sized gas processing 
projects to be built there. An easement for a corridor connecting it to the port was subsequently built. There can 
be further economic and industrial development on the Burrup Peninsula in the Hearson Cove area. It is a flat 
tidal area, and there is no rock art on Hearson Cove.  
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The member for North West asked a good question. He did not quite know the detail of it but it was a good 
question. Some areas have already been cleared. A large lay-down area joining the North West Shelf project has 
space for another two or three liquefied natural gas trains. That area did have rock art but it was cleared; it was 
bulldozed 25 years ago. The Pluto site, which was moved from Hearson Cove to the coast by the Labor 
government, resulted in the removal and relocation of rock art, which was done professionally. I saw that site 
recently. Development will occur on the Pluto site.  

There are limited opportunities for expansion of existing LNG plants and iron ore operations on sites already 
cleared. There is a limited opportunity for another four or five gas processing plants to be built at Hearson Cove. 
Thereafter�at least 10 years into the future�if the state wants to see value adding, particularly to natural gas, a 
new world-class industrial estate will need to be established in the Pilbara. Maitland to the south is a possibility. 
Areas to the north of Karratha are also a possibility. The Boodarie industrial estate at Port Hedland is also a 
possibility. Right now there is scope for further industrial development in the Burrup, but it is inherently limited 
in geographic area and in time.  

BURRUP PENINSULA � DEVELOPMENT 

168. Mr V. CATANIA to the Premier: 
I ask a supplementary question. I refer to the Premier�s comments made in this house in March 2006 when he 
stated � 

The government should forget other areas of the Burrup Peninsula where it proposes � 

Point of Order 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Speaker, supplementary questions have to be very succinctly directed, and not with 
any preamble at all.  

The SPEAKER: About a week ago in the house I gave some directions on supplementary questions. I 
appreciate that the member has come from another place where maybe that sort of supplementary question is 
acceptable. I issue the member for North West with a final warning. I will let him ask a question and not read a 
statement.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr V. CATANIA: Would the Premier encourage the compulsory acquisition of the additional land on the 
Burrup Peninsula to secure future developments?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  
The land on the Burrup Peninsula is basically either conservation estate reserve or already state-owned land that 
is leased out. That takes up basically 100 per cent of the Burrup Peninsula. 

HOUSEHOLD FEES AND CHARGES 

169. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Treasurer:  
I refer to the Treasurer�s answer to my question without notice in the house on 4 December in which he referred 
to the government�s intention to increase the price paid by Western Australians for the basket of household fees 
and charges.  
(1) Is the government committed to the community service obligation payments to Synergy, as it is 

currently defined in the 2008-09 Economic and Fiscal Outlook budget paper? 

(2) If not, what is the government�s policy on the Office of Energy�s electricity retail market review 
recommendations paper released in April 2008, regarding the time in which the glide-path tariff will 
meet the cost-reflective tariff for non-contestable customers? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  
(1)-(2) That is a very interesting question. My advice is that the Premier is right and that this is not specifically 

a question that relates to the Treasury portfolio. However, I am always happy to answer. I would like to 
do so in two parts. First, I will look at the situation in which the previous government left the state after 
its supposed reform of the energy sector. The former energy minister sat near where I now sit, and, 
based on his performance, that always makes me nervous. As a result, I am nervous every time I come 
into the house. We would come into this place and ask how much Verve Energy had lost. The former 
minister would ask what a loss was. He would say he had no idea. What was it? Was it $10 million, 
$20 million, $30 million? It was in the hundreds of millions. Again, we will go back to discuss with 
Verve losses in the hundreds of millions. It is a major issue that we are having to manage. The second 
major issue is this: the opposition keeps asking about the household basket of goods. Yes, the price of 
the household basket of goods will go up, as it did almost every year of the former government. 


