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Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 
(1)-(3) Members are aware of a number of incidents reported in recent weeks about alleged fight clubs. I have 

not had any evidence presented to me that there are clubs of children in Western Australian schools 
engaged in organised fighting. We have seen footage from mobile phone film of these incidents. I have 
been told that the incidents have occurred over a long period, rather than being organised. I have not 
received a report. 

I am not sure about the second part of the member�s question about the FOI request. I have not seen an 
FOI request. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You can access FOI material only if it is in writing, so if the report is verbal, there is no 
capacity for FOI. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I have not seen an FOI request on this matter. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: So you have received no written briefing notes on this? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I have had conversations and discussions about this. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: None of which is FOI-able; that is my point. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Come on! Not everything is written down. When incidents occur, they are discussed. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: This is quite serious. You said that you were going to have an investigation done, yet there 
is no written report. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members on my left, I would like to hear the answer. I do not want further interjection. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: How long does the member think an investigation takes? It cannot be done in 24 hours. 

As far as we can see from the investigations that I have been told about, most of these fights have taken place off 
school sites. Of course they are of concern to schools. We have discussed this before. They are of concern to all 
of us. They must be of concern to schools, but they are also of ongoing concern to the general community. The 
issues are the subject of ongoing discussions with the Minister for Police, and that will continue. At this point, 
there is no written report, but there have been discussions as incidents have arisen, and we will continue to do 
that.  

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING � REPORT ON STUDENT FIGHTS 

165. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education: 
Will the minister seek a written report if a child is seriously injured or killed? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 
What an extraordinary question�if a child is injured or killed. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: There�s nothing extraordinary about it. You said that you were going to have an 
investigation, and you haven�t even got a written report. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: These are isolated incidents. There is no evidence of any club. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: It is two weeks later and there is no written report. It is a sham! That is no kind of 
investigation at all. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Midland! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Of course, no-one would condone children fighting. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: It�s a whitewash! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Do not be ridiculous! This is an absolute beat-up from the member. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: We know where the beat-up is occurring�in the vicinity of John Forrest Senior High 
School. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The information that I have received is that there are no fight clubs as such. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You said that you were going to get a blow-by-blow report. Remember that? 

The SPEAKER: The member for Midland has asked a question and a supplementary question. I would like to 
hear the answer. Maybe the answer the member is hearing is not the answer she wants to hear, but I think she 
should listen to what the minister has to say. If there are further issues that the member would like to raise at a 
later date, I am sure that she is more than capable of doing so. 
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Dr E. CONSTABLE: The assumption in the question is quite incorrect. There is no evidence to show that there 
are fight clubs in schools or that schoolchildren are involved in fight clubs outside schools. I have not received 
any information to suggest that that has been the case. There have been a number of isolated incidents over a 
long period of children fighting. As we know, footage of that has been shown in the media. There is no evidence 
to show that this is organised in the way that the member for Midland is suggesting. I do not condone fighting. 
This is an issue that is of concern to both schools and the general community, and I will continue to monitor the 
situation. 

OOMBULGURRI COMMUNITY � LIQUOR BAN 

166. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Racing and Gaming: 
It has been just over a month since the alcohol ban was imposed at the Oombulgurri community in the state�s 
north. Can the minister please update the house on whether there has been any improvement in the welfare of 
Oombulgurri residents since the ban was introduced? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 

I remind members that on Thursday, 6 November I announced that alcohol would be banned from the Kimberley 
community of Oombulgurri; that is, alcohol was banned from being taken into the community, as was its 
consumption and possession in the community. I stress at the start that it is early days; it has been only one 
month. I do not want anyone to get carried away, because situations can change. I have been pleased to hear the 
reports coming back from the police. They indicate that there has been a significant decrease in alcohol-related 
harm in the community since the ban came into force. That is very, very encouraging. The police have reported 
that since alcohol was banned, there have been no after-hours callouts for police attendance at the community. 
This compares with an average of approximately four callouts a night when there was alcohol in the community, 
especially just after alcohol was transported into the community. There has not been a single report of domestic 
violence since the ban came into effect; nor have there been reports of other assaults or disturbances. It seems to 
be going very well. The really encouraging thing is that interaction between the community and the police is also 
going well. The police are really pleased about that. There is also evidence of more children returning to school 
and more appropriate behaviour being displayed, which is also very encouraging. Attendance at the local health 
clinic for violence-related injuries has been significantly reduced. Referrals for child neglect, domestic violence 
and other violence have decreased.  

The overall assessment is that the community is functioning very well. I have said previously in this chamber 
that the ban was designed to act as a circuit breaker. We hope that it will encourage a breathing space within the 
community, and restore it to being a productive, safe, nice place to live. There are indications that families are 
returning to the community and that other families intend to come back. We hope that that trend continues. 
These are early days. I thank all the agencies involved. I spoke to the member for Kimberley about this when we 
imposed the ban, and she raised the issue�as did other members�of ongoing resourcing. I am confident that 
the resources are available at present, but we will continue to monitor resourcing as time goes on. 

BURRUP PENINSULA � DEVELOPMENT 

167. Mr V. CATANIA to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier�s opposition to further industrial development on the Burrup Peninsula, and in particular to 
comments he made in this chamber and on 60 Minutes. 

(1) Is the Premier still opposed to further industrial development on the Burrup Peninsula? 

(2) What is the Premier�s position on the proposed industrial projects on the Burrup Peninsula? 

(3) Is the Premier still committed to development of the Maitland heavy industrial estate? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

The member referred to my comments but did not say what they were. 

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for North West asked the question. I am inviting him to give me a little more 
information about which comments he is referring to so that I can answer the question. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for North West asked the question. Let us hear from him. It is his electorate 
and he knows all about it. Which comments did the member refer to? 

Mr V. Catania: The comments about no further development on the Burrup Peninsula. 


