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- REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON WAR RELIEF FUNDS.

To His Excellency Sir Francis Alexander Newdegate, Knight Comman&eri_'o]"f the Most Distinguished .
Order of St. Michael-and St. George, Governor in and over the Stafe of Western Australia and
its Depmdenm_’_es_m the Gommo@weaﬁtk_.of Australia. - ’ B E IR

Your EXCRLLENCY,

The Royal Commission on War Relief Funds was

issued by Your Exeelleney’ on' the 20th Beptember,

1922, and empowered your Commission - to inquire:

into and report upon.the amounts of funds collected

by various bocdies and organisations during. the late:

war, for the purpose of assisting soldiers a eir
#~ dependants within the State, and as to. the:

by the combined hodies
the Government. . v

The first sitting Was held :o.n :the?lOt].l.'_ Nbﬁemﬁer,._.

and after holding seven sittings and taking evidence,
your Commissior adjourned on 5th December, 1922,
and resumed taking evidence on the 10th July of
this year.

Your Commission has held 56 sittings, visited 21
centres outside the metropolis, examined 105 wit-
nesses and received definite information of 110 sep-
arate funds still in existence.

This State is to he congratulated on the generous -
support accorded by its residents to the many funds’
inaugurated for the benefit of the West Australian-.
soldiers of the Australian Imperial Forees and their:

dependants in necessitous ceircamstances, - No'less  a
sum than a million and.a: quarter sterling wag raised.
We. express: our- deep - appreciation to the many
hundreds  of - willing ' mer and women +workers in
“Charity’s Noble Cause.” Fully 93 per-cent. of these
workers gave their time and encrgy without remun-
eration, and in many cases spent their own money
in furtheranes of their laudable efforts. '
The funds collected were of maferial assistance. to

our soldiers and their dependants, but. your'.Conil';_"
wission view with- indignation : the refusal “of : the
Federal Treasury to augment.the Western Anstra.

lian funds in contradistinetion to the grants they
made to the Eastern States, as vide the following
extract from Federal “Hansard” of 24th July,
1928 0

© WAR PATRIOTIC FUNDS.
- Commonwealth Subsidy,

Mr. EILLEN (for Mr. Mann) asked the Prime Min-
ister, upon notice—

1. Is it correet thab the war patriotic funds and ve-
lief funds in the Eastern States of the Commonwealth
have been materially subsidised by the Commonvwealth
Government?

2, Ts it correct that similar fonds in Western Aus-
tralia have heen refused any such assistance? :

3. Will he undertake to afford similar assistance in
all States, and make good to the Western Australian
fonds what they have lost in this respect?

fisposal
of the surplus funds, if.any, held by the .various:
hodies and  organisations. sinee the declaration. of
peace; with the objeet of eonsolidating all the funds
of the various bodies: and - organisations into cne
common fund; and to the intent that sueh fands may -
be placed under the control of three trustees,. one to.-
be appointed by the Returned Soldiers’ League, one:

h At . - agked: for- Dy other: States,
o1 organisations; and one by’

Mz BRUCE: The answers to the honourable mem-
ber’s questions. arve as follow:— Sl

L During the’ financial years: 1918-19 and 1919-20

the following” contributions’ were made by the Com--
monwealth :~—Lord . Mayor’s’ Patriotie Fund, " Sydney, -
{€42,9305 . Australian - Patriotic. Fund, . Melbourpe, L

" £85 459,

S Nl In iesponse' to a communieation’ from the :
Commonwealth asking for advice as to the amount res

quired to replenish the patriotic. fond in: that State, the

Premier” of - Western': Australia’ repled, o 8th: July;
1919, that it was the hope.of the executive that the need
te call on. Commonwealitk  funds- to - supplement . the-
efforts. of the residents of Westemn Australia-would not
arise,: . No: further  communication- has been - received

- from the Premier: on’ the matter:- IR B
w30 There'ls no vecord. of any sssistance having beem S
: : _ Furthermors, it is under-. '~ -
stood. that such. tunds have heen closed for some time.. -
U Answer No.L contradicts Mr. Crawecour's state..

ment, and shows that the grants made by the Com-.
monwealth provided the recipients in the East with -

a better allowance per week than was received by o

the people here. o
Answer No. 3 does not coincide with the evidence - .-
tendered to yomr Commission by Mr. Crawcour,..

Secretary of the Wzn Pa_tl_'i_otic Fand “of Western - - .

Auvstralia.  He says:—' A S
Senator - Millen said .at the 1917 conferenee ‘that if -
the: funds” ran ont; " the - Commonwealth would- not he- -
found wanting.?? When I returned here I wrote to - -
Senator Millen” and asked what Senator Millen meant. .
Senator- Millen yeplied that the Commonwealth would
ngt subsidise the fund. BRI
Considerzble divergence of opinion exists hetween -
your Commission and some organisaiions as to the
manner in which they were entitled to distribute or
spend the money they received from publie appeals.
Their seeking of legal advice to proteet ihem from.
questions put by your Commission when making in-
vestigations into their commercial methods is, to say. .
the least of it, not conducive to a feeling that they’
are: willing to allow. the light of day to illumine the.
distribution’. of the money. they received in the name’
of “patriotic. help-given ol s
~ The Western Anstralian Division of the Red Cross
Soclety ave to be highly eommended for the admir-"
able work they have done, although slight exception = -
might be taken to their spending of £16,000. on the
Kalamunda - Convalescent Home. . Your Commission”
is decidedly of the opinion that this expense should
have been borne by the Federal Government, and
that the £16,000 in question should now be refunded = -
and devoied to alleviafing the hardships of the re- .
turned. A.LF. soldiers and their dependants in West-
ern Australia. S : SRR
Strong exeeption is taken by your Commission to
the attitude of the Y.M.C.A. in regard to War Re-
lief Funds. It was stated in evidence by their officials
that a sum of £79,140 was colleeted in 1919 from an
appeal made to the pablie, to help them in war work,



s suggestzve of évasion.
- obtained by the Y.M.C.AJ from the sale of the Blaek— ‘.
T hoy Hiadt, should ‘e entirely devoted to-future relief

C o rhethodsl

S and that out of ﬂllS an.-au;uount 01 ;f.dl 260 s ior- L
-'Warded o the eentral oﬂiee in Melhoume

Cinsay,in etfect,” that ‘g0 far as the "W.AL Braneh:of
" the - Y'\JI(JA. T ecmeerned, “the  matter énds . there.

.+ Further, ‘they’ pmmlsed that they would supply your -
©‘Comrhissiori, with -data and published préss and other .
{7 reports in connéction with - their funds under review, . .-

“but so far they have meglected ‘ta do so.

"_'.opmmn of “your: Commlsswn thelr line of réasoning
“The ‘sum of £849 15s.-2d,,

ook needy GHses Bl eonneetlou Jwith - goldiers - of " the
CATTFof ! 1914 1918

“the Cominonwealth Naval and Military Forces” sav-

Cotiis of atdacity and impertinence.

The ‘tollotwing -intervesting statement ‘was mac'le to
'.yom Commission by Mr. A..D. Stone, who was a
L 'pnboner of war in . Germany and Russia:—

T Pgveels eamie from the Chiveeh Army and from the

U Salvation: Ariiy: and “they wive veiy good, g &omatter o
of faet, but.for:the: Red Crosy, miany of s -would: not'.'b he &

86 faras the ¥ M.OAL were' ¢otcerned; ) v the State (fovernment with & view to releasing
CLonever saw A penml ot d pieee’ 0f note paper. from them.'*
A’ statement’has “been made | that tthe Y M.CLAL paid

evex s*m anythmg' .

RO he alive.”

- £10,000 to the m1'-zone1‘s of War I
._of that 1 :

Thls g

phlet pubhshed "by him,
1 He says —
810,000 WA given

o of the YM C.4: of New York. . The Americans did not

now “challenges . their

o turned, but s undera different heading..
" Américans who had been engaged . in the- prisoners’ of
war .work ‘and they told me that they had not been able

4o do anythmg 40" speak of for our -Australians.” At

"any rate; it

o -eontribution s from. the International Comimittee - of  the
YM.CA of Novth Amenca There, s no’ guestwn tms

: 1.8 Ay Cnioned. ! } :
7 'The évidence of the vetmined A.LF. soldiers gwes'
' the direct” Impiession ‘that the goldiers cons1dered that
he

~ they- pald ‘for everything  they recewed from
Y M.C.A, except writing 'material. .
. The poolmg oF the mow: avaﬂable funds

They now -

~In the .

: ‘The letter received by the
CoY.MUGCHAL drom: the Mlmster for Defence; dated 17th =
U APRily 1820, approving Cof | the - Hut imoney . (Whlch ;
-+ wag subseribed by the people of Western' Austlalm) :

" being “put in & Trust Fund for the future- ‘Naval .
- and - Military -work ‘of the Association' for serviee to’

45 - the Intematlonal' Comumittee

. ~fhe " balance -sheet of ~the “Australian
SOV MLGA appems an dtem .of morve: than -£10,000 .as.a’

Theie are a number: 6t iun&s i1 eXistence, -somme -
iy

"of ‘swhich’ have been lymv T hariks . for years earning - T

‘1io-interest. In many cases some of the trustees have -

'-—leit ‘the--distriet,: and “your Comiission believes that - o

" the 'public w‘o‘uld- welcome-interventic')n.--'

RECOMMEBDATIOVS _
iour Commlssmnels vecominénd ; SRR o
1. That wheré there is only one. “War Relief Fund :

‘in & eity, town or distriét, such fund should be oper- . '

ated -upononly for the rehei of- riecessitous cases .of -

‘members of the AL F.-br their’ dependants, and. that .
the coitmittee controlling the funds ‘should be nomins "

ated by the vesidents of sueh ceéntre, provided, how- -

“ever, that when' avaﬂable, ‘the-braneh of the Retuined o

Soldiers’ Leagne :1n the distriet: should haVe repre-
-sentatmn on such cormmiittea.” T
' - That where there are two or more Wa1 Rehef
'Fuﬂds in any centre, these shall be amalgamated and
controlled by the eommittee _mentioned -in’ recom-
mendation No. 1. This provision is ‘necessary to
prevent overlapping in relief given, and in expenses
that may be ineorred in management and adminis-
tration.

3. That the Defence Department be -approached

'the UYMLELA from ‘the ‘obligation contained in their
siiggestive Tetter ‘0f 17th A pril;y 1920, as to the dis-
-posalof ‘surplis  moneys received from. the sale of

#the’ Blackboy Hut, and further, thut the Y.3M.0.4.
borne Out by a statement for\x alded to

“your, (Jommls:mn by Mr. E. R Peacoek, an elstwhlle-:'
prominent ‘official ‘of ‘the 'Y.M.C.AL, iwho, in‘a pam-

use such mioney salely Tor the relief of returned mem-
‘bers of the AJI.; 191418, or their dependants.

S 4 Thai the Government take steps to appoint
_thyee tristees; one to be nominated by the Govern-

ment, one by the eentral -executive of the Returned

“Soldiers” League, -and ‘one by the Ugly ‘Men’s Volun-

-use or.want our £10,000 tand so- ultimately it was re- ._'tary ‘Workers’ Association, to take charge of all un-

I -savw  fhe  claimed and unvsed ‘moneys now lying in banks and T .

. w]:ueh were collected for - war relief purposes, and -
‘thatsuch trustees sball have full power to- dishurse ot
these ‘moneys ‘amorgst the War Relief Committee of

 the distriets -in ‘which- the amounts were eollected.
- 6. That the "Government - request . the - Western
Avstralisn Federal members to move in the matter &

—of aseertaining ‘whether the Y.M.C.A. has any right’ -
“to retain for other than war relief ‘purposes the whole - -

“gr -any portion of the £10,000 -which was forwarded
“to--Ameriea £ ‘the relief ~of prisonersof war in -

hé..-' Germaiy, which ‘money was - afterwards returned to

'fhe YM C A “in Meroume

' State does ziot meet Wlth the a,pproval of yom‘ Oom- e

: mISSIOIL

‘The splendld .-example et by sueh cen‘mes as Bev-'- :

o erley, Katanning, ete.,. in having business propositions

managed -efficiently - by patriotic ' men -and women,
“and darning money regularly for war relief purposes, -

s 1o be commierided. :The pooling of the funds would

o leave these people ne 1ncentue to carry on then good”
s work ; _
_ “Where .'there are two or more i‘unds under Separ '
ﬁate management in ‘one eentre; it s desnable that -

one ewcutwe shouId be in coxltrol

We have, ete, 2 .
I DENTON S
' Cha1rman.
W, 'RICHARDSON,
A A WILSON

BAILEY WATSON

S Secretarj
: 9rth \Tovember, 1923,

By Authority: FRED. WM. BIMPSON, Government Printer, Perth. -
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