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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 17 

THURSDAY, MAY 19 2005 
                               

1. Meeting of Council 

The Council assembled at 10.00am pursuant to order. 

The President, Hon John Cowdell, took the Chair and read prayers. 

2. Petition 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson presented a petition from one resident of Western Australia requesting the 
Legislative Council consider privately owned land subject to full or partial resumption or limitation of 
free and uninterrupted use when land is required for public purpose. (Tabled paper 363). 

Hon Barbara Scott presented a petition from one resident of Western Australia requesting the 
Legislative Council inquire into the adequacy of State Government funding for Public Library 
Services. (Tabled paper 364). 

Hon Robin Chapple presented a petition, by delivery to the Clerk [SO 130], from 244 residents of 
Western Australia requesting the Legislative Council investigate and recommend short and long term 
strategies to prevent cane toads becoming established in Western Australia. (Tabled paper 365). 

Hon Robin Chapple presented a petition from 879 residents of Western Australia requesting the 
Legislative Council to inquire and report and recommend opposition to the use of depleted uranium 
munitions. (Tabled paper 366). 

3. Statement by President - Parliamentary Service Award for L B Marquet 

The President made the following Statement - 

It is my pleasure to announce the presentation of the Parliamentary Service Award to Laurie 
Marquet.  Members will recall that some years ago annual staff awards were instituted for 
parliamentary service for periods of five years or greater.  We believed that it was appropriate 
that officers who served with distinction for over a quarter of a century should be recognised 
with a special Parliamentary Service Award.  The award recognises outstanding service to the 
Parliament of Western Australia by staff members.  The first awards were presented in 2004 
as part of the Centenary of Parliament House celebrations, and the service of officers such as 
Ian Allnutt, Neil Burrell, Doug Carpenter, Bruce Okely and John Roberts was recognised in 
this way.  Jill McGee and Morey Grafton, each with over 30 years service to the Parliament, 
were recognised at the annual awards in November last year.   

It is entirely appropriate that Laurie Marquet, who has done an exceptional job in serving this 
Parliament as the Clerk of the Legislative Council and Clerk of the Parliaments for over 22 
years, should be so recognised.  Laurie is currently the longest serving Clerk in any Australian 
Parliament, and the longest serving Clerk of the Western Australian Legislative Council.   
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Everyone in this chamber would recognise Laurie’s total dedication to this chamber, and to all 
its Members.  His achievement in terms of the establishment of our committee system, the 
computerisation of records systems and the implementation of procedural and administrative 
changes are well known.  Other achievements are too numerous to mention.  Laurie shuns 
publicity, and this occasion is no exception: being in Royal Perth Hospital is a very lame 
excuse for not being at his post.  We look forward to presenting Laurie formally with the 
award on a future occasion. 

4. Reflections on the Legislative Council Committee System and its Operations during the 
Thirty-sixth Parliament: Discussions with the Chairs and Deputy Chairs of 
Parliamentary Committees 

Hon George Cash moved, without notice - 

In my capacity as Chairman of Committees I present a Report in relation to Reflections on the 
Legislative Council Committee System and its Operations during the 36th Parliament - Discussions 
with the Chairs and Deputy Chairs of Parliamentary Committees. 

I move that  the Report do lie upon the Table and be printed and be referred to the Standing 
Committee on Procedure and Privileges for consideration and report. (Tabled paper 367). 

Question - put and passed. 

5. Order of Business 

Leader of the House moved, without notice - 

That Bill for Introduction No. 9, Universities Legislation Amendment Bill 2005, be taken 
forthwith followed by Orders of the Day. 

Question - put and passed. 

6. Universities Legislation Amendment Bill 2005 

Minister for Education and Training pursuant to notice, moved - 

That a Bill for “An Act to amend the Curtin University of Technology Act 1966; the Edith 
Cowan University Act 1984; the Murdoch University Act 1973; the University of Notre Dame 
Australia Act 1989; and the University of Western Australia Act 1911” be introduced and read 
a first time. 

Question - put and passed. 

Bill read a first time. 

The Minister for Education and Training moved, That the Bill be now read a second time. 

Debate stands adjourned. 

7. Address-In-Reply 

The Order of the Day having been read for the adjourned debate on the Address-in-Reply. 

Debate resumed. 

Want of Quorum 

There not being a quorum present, the President gave instructions for the ringing of the Bells. 

A quorum being formed, the debate continued. 

On the motion of Hon Bruce Donaldson the debate was adjourned to the next sitting. 
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8. Acknowledgement of Retiring Members of the House 

The Leader of the House moved, without notice - 

That this House acknowledges the contributions to the Parliament and to the people of 
Western Australia by the Members retiring from the Legislative Council. 

Debate ensued. 

9. Questions Without Notice 

Questions without notice were taken. 

The Leader of the House in accordance with Standing Order No 138(d), advised that answers to 
questions on notice asked by Hon Peter Foss and Hon Ray Halligan will be provided in due course. 
The Leader of the House tabled a list of outstanding questions on notice numbers (Tabled paper 368). 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure in accordance with 
Standing Order No 138(d), advised that an answer to question on notice No. 1053 asked by Hon Robin 
Chapple will be provided on Thursday, May 26 2005. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure in accordance with 
Standing Order No 138(d), advised that an answer to question on notice No. 93 asked by Hon John 
Fischer will be provided on Thursday, May 26 2005. 

10. Personal Explanation - Hon Barry House 

Hon Barry House, by leave, made a personal explanation regarding alleged misrepresentation by the 
Minister for Education and Training. 

11. Extension of the sitting 

The Leader of the House moved, without notice - 

That the House sit beyond 5.00pm. 

Question - put and passed. 

12. Acknowledgement of Retiring Members of the House 

Debate resumed on the Motion of the Leader of the House (cf item 8 above). 

Question - put and passed. 

13. Adjournment 

The Leader of the House moved, That the House do now adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Question - put and passed. 

The House adjourned at 5.34pm until Tuesday, May 24 2005 at 3.30pm. 

Members present during the day’s proceedings 

Attendance: Present all Members except Hon Murray Criddle. 

 

 

 

                                 

 M PEACOCK HON JOHN COWDELL 
 Acting Clerk of the Legislative Council President of the Legislative Council 
 


