
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STANDING COMMITrEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATi

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation
03 Hon Diane Evers MLC asked:

2017. ,8 ANNUAL REPORT HERRINGS . SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

I. On page 63 there is mention of the department operating in that work of fixed air quality monitoring
stations. I am just wondering whether there is any expectation to expand that network; if so, where
would they be rolled out and how would you do it?

Answen

The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation currently maintains an air quality
monitoring network of thirteen monitoring stations throughout the state, including seven sites
within the Perth metropolitan region. The locations are as follows:

Metropolitan Sites
. Caversham; Duncraig; Rolling Green; Rocking ham; South Lake; Swanboume; and Wattleup

Regional Sites
. Albany; Bunbury; Busselton; Collie; Geraldton; and Kalgoorlie

The Department is currently working to expand the network through the installation of new
monitoring stations at Mandurah and in the Perth south-eastern corridor. In addition, the Quinns
Rocks station which was decommissioned is being reinstalled. It is expected that these additional
monitoring stations will be installed over the next two years,

To comply with the reporting needs of the National Environment Protection (Ambient Air Quality)
Measure, the Department also plans to expand the parameters being monitored through co- locating
both fine and coarse particle monitors at each of its regional sites. The Department regularly reviews
the need for air quality monitoring sites throughout the state in order to obtain long-term ambient
air data that underpins and supports environmental and regulatory decision"making and measures
the population exposure to pollutants at key locations throughout WA.

The Department is also examining the mechanisms by which it will take over the responsibility for
operating and maintaining of the Port Hedland industry ambient air quality monitoring network.
This will be subject to negotiations over the configuration of the network and ensuring any incurred
costs are covered by industry in accordance with the 'polluter pays' principle.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation
04 Hon Dr Steve Thomas MLC asked:

I. I refer to "Contaminated sites" on page 65.1 note the Auditor General's report of some months ago
was reasonably scathing, I thought, on uriallocated crown land in particular. I note there is 1446
"investigation required" sites out of 3784-about 38 per cent, Do we have a time frame? Your
department does not do the investigations but you are responsible for overseeing the fact that they
are done, Do we have any time frames or how are we going to manage that process and how long
will it take?
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Answer:

Sites which are classified under the Contomtnoted Sites Act 2003 (CS Act) as 'possibly contaminated
- investigation required' are ranked on a risk basis at the time of classification. Actions required to
address the classification are specified in the notice of classification provided to responsible parties.
Timeframes for the completions of these actions are provided in the guidelines Identification,
reporting ond CIOssificot!'on of containinoted sites in Western AUStrott0 2077 (DER 2017, gazetted
under section 97 of the Contominoted Sites Act 2003).

Timeframes indicated in the guidance document stipulate, for high risk or priority sites, completion
of preliminary investigations and reporting within three months and completion of detailed
investigations and reporting within six months.

Timelines indicated for standard, or medium risk sites, stipulate completion of preliminary
investigations and reporting within six months and completion of detailed investigations and
reporting within nine months.

There are approximately 577 sites classified 'possibly contaminated - investigation required' which
have been assessed as posing a 'low risk' to human health or the environment under their current
land use, These sites do riot generally require investigation within any specific timeframe. The
purpose of this classification for low risk sites is to trigger investigations through the planning
approval process if these sites are proposed for development, subdivision or other change to a more
sensitive land use which may change the risk profile of the site.

Where contamination at a site represents a potentially unacceptable risk to human health or the
environment and requires urgent investigation, the Department will normally engage immediately
with the relevant parties, classify the site as 'possibly contaminated - investigation required' and
follow up to ensure that investigations are commenced immediately

Where investigations are required which are not being actioned in an appropriate timeframe, the
Department will attempt to prioritise the investigations with the responsible party. If
investigations still do not occur, the CS Act provides the CEO of the Department the power to
serve an investigation notice to require investigations to be carried out within a set timeframe, To
date the Department has issued three investigation notices.
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