Western Australian Government Response

Legislative Assembly Education and Health Standing Committee Report No 9

Changing Patterns of lllicit Drug Use in Western Australia Report — May 2011

Recommendation

Response

Comments

,“Recommendatlon 1 o~ W T
‘As part-ofits-annual: reports the Drug and Alcohol Ofﬂce

i '%;Noted/

collate and publish the: data on the use. of I||lClt drugs in’ -5ted
Western Australla for the precedmg year ' 8
Recommendatioh" 2 thed 4 The 12 month review of the Cannabls Law Reform Act 2010 wm examine how

Given the dangers of young cannabis users being impacted
by psychosis, the Minister for Police should ensure that the
12-month review of the Cannabis Law Reform Act 2010
assesses in particular the impact of the legislation on young
cannabis users aged up to 25 years of age.

the new Cannabis Intervention Requirements scheme is operating. It will also
consider the level of attendance at Intervention Sessions and the take-up rate
of people using the informal referral system via the Department of Corrective
Services to programmes addressing other needs such as personal development.

Given the nature of drug induced psychosis, difficulties are anticipated in
gaining meaningful information within the 12 months from the introduction of
the legislation. Representatives from Western Australian Police Legal and
Legislative Services, the Department of Corrective Services and the Drug and
Alcohol Office will meet to discuss strategies for assessing the impact of the
legislation on young cannabis users aged up to 25 years of age.
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e rThere are currenitly three alcohol andother drug nurse posrtlonsrmft
= ,tertlary emerge' g

Recommendatlon 4

The Minister for Mental Health ensure that funding for
education and other demand reduction and treatment
programs for amphetamines and ecstasy users is a priority
in the State’s illicit drug strategy, and appropriately funded
in the 2012-13 State Budget.

Noted

The Drug and Alcohol Interagency Strategic Framework for Western Australia
2011-2015 (the Framework) provides a guide for government sector strategy,
development and implementation of alcohol and other drug policy and
services in Western Australia. It is aligned with current alcohol and other drug
best practice and has been endorsed by the Western Australian Drug and
Alcohol Strategic Senior Officers’ Group.

Amphetamine type stimulants, including ecstasy are a priority under the
Framework.

Initiatives aimed at preventing and reducing amphetamine and ecstasy use are
aligned with the key strategy areas. Key initiatives include prevention
campaigns, and treatment service provision.

V'Recommendatlon 5 , ' ' R
' ’QAIcohoI Ofﬂce 2010 11 annual report mclu

:ééstaeii,m, /estern Austraha

o reduce the_ onsumptuon of amphetamme and

| Noted

@ rug and alcohol related harm to:the commumty

% f‘The Drug and Alcohol Ofﬂce reports major and: pIanned achlevements'foreach?

‘nancral year in its: annual reports Thls would mclude strategles toired
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Recommendation 6

The Minister for Health fund a minimum of eight FTE pain
medicine specialists and supporting staff across Western
Australia in the State Budgets over the period 2012-14.

Noted

There is currently inadequate information on the additional workforce needed
to establish the proposed pain management services. Data from the
Standardisation of Medical Position Titles project as at 18 January 2011
indicates there are at least nine consultants in the Western Australian public
health system whose position titles identify them as pain medicine specialists,
with an estimated minimum 4.25 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) positions.

The Chief Medical Officer has advised that allocation of funding and positions
for pain medicine specialists and supporting staff is the responsibility of the
Area Health Services, and implementation of the recommendation would
need to be addressed by the Operational Review Committee.

The National Pain Strategy launched in 2010 provides guidance, goals, and
strategies that support the multidisciplinary team approach to chronic pain

Recommendatuon 7 f
The Mmlster for Health request:the Department of Heal
to examine the- need to. expand the: pseudoephedrlne

momtormg program to mclude both pre rrptlon oprords i

‘and benzodrazepmes

| Largely

s,upp,ofted

ma nageme nt.

Recommendation 8

Noted

The Drug and Alcoho! Oft“ ceis currently prepanng the Volatlle Substance Use |

By December 2011 the Minister for Mental Health table in Support Plan 2011-2015. The plan is a supporting document to the broader
Parliament a plan to deal with the use of inhalants by Drug and Alcohol Interagency Strategic Framework for Western Australia
Western Australian school children aged 16 to 17 years of 2011-2015 which has the goal of preventing and reducing the adverse impacts
age. of alcohol and other drugs in the Western Australlan commumty
fRecommendatlon 9 In February 2011 the Drug and’ Alcoho | Offi '

'and Alcohol Ofﬂce follow up short and Iong-term (greater
’than five years) data onall’ patrents to assist in evaluatmg
the effectiveness of these programs, mcludmg rates of
:abstmence ,

s : "N;Q,te.'-"d B
Al oprord treatment programs need to provrde to the Drug 1

o funded: alcohol and other drug treatment agencre
outcome data on patrents who leave treatment

Servrces Informatlon Management System to all
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Recommendation 10

The Minister for Corrective Services ensure that funding is
available by December 2011 to enrol all opiate
pharmacotherapy clients in Western Australian prisons in a
‘road to recovery’ program or a program promoting
abstinence.

Noted

The Department of Corrective Services is currently investigating the feasibility

of providing the Smart Recovery Programme to all prisons State-wide. The
Programme is currently run in prisons in New South Wales and Queensland
and teaches practical skills, in a group setting, to help individuals address the
problems underlying their substance misuse and achieve abstinence, where
desired.

‘Recommendation11

Recommendation 12

Commencing in 2012, the Minister for Mental Health
appoint a panel, including an Australian Medical
Association-nominated addiction specialist, to conduct an
annual random audit of 50 opioid pharmacotherapy patient
treatment plans. The Drug and Alcohol Office include the

thed —

Commencing in 2012 the Department of Health will audit the proposed
treatment plans for opioid pharmacotherapy provided to it by prescribers.
The results of these audits will be included in the Annual Report on the
Community Program for Opioid Pharmacotherapy produced by the
Department of Health.

results of these audits in their annual reports.
“Recommendatic
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Recommendation 14 Noted The Financial Review and the Research and Data Review of the Fresh Start
The Minister for Mental Health ensure that the Drug and Recovery Programme are complete. The Service and Clinical Review is
Alcohol Office’s 2011 annual report include an update on underway and expected to be completed later in 2011. The Research and Data
the progress of completing the auditing conditions of the Review will help to determine what further requirements are required for
Fresh Start Recovery Programme’s additional grant, and any Therapeutic Goods Administration registration.

further requirements needed to apply for registration of

naltrexone implants by the Therapeutic Goods

Administration.
‘Recommendation 15

The' Mmrster for Mental Health should ensure that by
December 2011 the Drug an i -Alcoh, _;Ofﬁce, prepare
guidelines for anannual: rewew mcludmg outcome data of -

all naltrexone treatment patlents This outcome data should 1 '

“be: mcluded in the Drug and Alcohol Ofﬁce 'S annual reports

| Noted

i --In February 2011 thetDrug and Alcohol Offlce «

| funded alcohol and ot
?‘}outcome data on patlents who Ieave treatmen

pleted the mtroductlon ‘of a

Recommendation 16

At the conclusion of the current review, the Minister for
Mental Health urgently seek funding to meet any further
requirements needed to apply for the registration of
naltrexone implants by the Therapeutic Goods
Admmnstratnon

NOtEd

The State Government will give due consideration to this issue once the

relevant reviews are completed. The Research and Data Review will determine
what further requirements are required for Therapeutic Goods Administration
registration. However, the findings of the Research and Data review are

subject to a Confidentiality Agreement limiting broad public exposure in order

;prevent the us bf |Ihcrt drugs : ,
uo‘*vexplam to'th commumty the harms es tmg from the
j ":»‘use of llhm drugs and ' S
‘e ‘.;;'ensure there a
drugusers.

uff’ crent treatm '"_t;programs for nhcrt:; S o EaE

to protect commermally sensmve materlal and lnformatton
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Recommendation 18

The Minister for Mental Health ensure that the 2011 Drug
and Alcohol Office annual report include details on how the
prevention and treatment programs they fund include the

whole family, particularly those families with children at
risk.

Noted

Families, including alcohol and other drug using parents, are a priority

population group of the Drug and Alcohol Interagency Strategic Framework for
Western Australia 2011-2015.

The Drug and Alcohol Office provides regular training for alcohol and other
drug services on family sensitive and inclusive practice. There is ongoing
cooperation with the Department for Child Protection and other government
and non-government agencies to support the identification and treatment of
children at risk and their families.

Where appropriate, the prevention programs funded by the Drug and Alcohol
Office adopt a whole-of-family context in their delivery designed to prevent

and reduce alcohol and other drug related problems.

/n's:i'd‘ef;rféd;asfp'faff;dffthefi';tfua‘gétip‘ro s

gY:

Recommendation 20
The Minister for Mental Health seek funding by 2012 for the
education and subsequent clinical placement of additional
‘addiction medicine’ or equivalent specialist positions for
tertiary, secondary and community health care settings.

' Noted

Cénside‘r;tiovn‘ Will be giv ent and implementation of
policies in this regard.
Further funding to be considered as part of the budget process in the context

of competing priorities.
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Recommendation 21

-By December 2011 -the Department of Health lntroduce

management guldelmes with: dlscharge planmng forall -
patients who attend, or are admltted toa tertlary or
secondary hospltal with: alcohol and drug problems :
The patrent s dlscharge plan is to be provrded to the Drug

-and Alcohol Offlce for follow—up

‘Noted

B ""The North Metropolltan Mental Heal
- | the above reqUIr ements reea ‘d'"glﬁv

The North and South Metropolitan Area Health Services have site-based
policies in place that refer to. the management of: patlents W|th alcohol and
other drug problems. but they do not specrﬁcally referto dlscharge planmng

“Consideration will be’ grven to the development and lmplementatlon of

| policies in this regard. - : : G M
‘The'North- Metropolrtan Area Health Servuc develops dlscharge summarles

| -and formal Care Plans for patients presenti ' ‘
| and alcohol and other drug problems This
e "eXIstmg co- morbldlty as part f'the mana '

'-occu} ng’ lental health

Recommendation 22

By December 2011, the Drug and Alcohol Office establish
and fund a referral centre to plan the management for all
patients who attend, or are admitted, to a tertiary and
secondary hospital with alcohol and drug problems and to
report on the operations of this centre in their annual report
to Parliament.

| Noted

The Alcohol and Drug Informatlon Servrce operated by the Drug and Alcohol

Office provides a central telephone based counselling, information and
referral service. This includes arrangements with Royal Perth Hospital, Sir
Charles Gardiner Hospital and Fremantle Hospital to provide pro-active call-
backs offering treatment and referral to patients attending Emergency
Departments with alcohol and other drug problems.

;Recommendatlon 23 ‘
:'The Mlnlster for Health by: the end of 2011 mandate the
: relevant recordlng of dlsease and phy3|cal anury assocrated
i.,wuth alcohol and llllCIt drugs in. drscharge summary

; documentatlon - , s

L 'Supported,.g

gIExrstrng classn‘lcatlon systems'allow*for‘the
~and: illicit drugs Current clas ns-are
| international coding stand:
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Recommendation 24

The Minister for Corrective Services and the Attorney
General report to Parliament by December 2011 on what
processes have been put in place to ensure the closer
cooperation of the Courts and the Department of Corrective
Services in managing the diversion programs offered to
convicted children and adults in Western Australia.

Noted

A number of structures are in place to ensure close cooperation between the
Department of the Attorney General and the Department of Corrective
Services in managing diversion programs offered to convicted children and
adults in Western Australia.

On a strategic management level, the Department of the Attorney General
and the Department of Corrective Services are represented on the Drug
Diversion Strategic Advisory Group and Senior Officers Group administered by
the Drug and Alcohol Office. Meetings of both groups occur quarterly, and
provide a forum for senior staff representing the Department of the Attorney
General Courts and the Department of Corrective Services to discuss issues
related to both the State Funded Drug Court and Council of Australian
Government'’s lllicit Drug Diversion Initiative.

On an operational level, the Drug Court Team, which includes representatives
from the Department of the Attorney General and the Department of
Corrective Services, holds weekly review meetings to discuss operational
issues related to case managing Drug Court participants. More complex
matters may be escalated to the bi-monthly Drug Court Operational Team
meetings, chaired by the Drug Court Magistrate.

The Department of the Attorney General also provides executive support to,
and is an active participant of, the Drug Court Strategic Management Group,
which includes senior staff from the Department of Corrective Services and
other relevant stakeholders. The Drug Court Strategic Management Group
meet bi-monthly to consider business improvement initiatives and the
strategic direction of the Drug Court. The Children's Court Drug Court
Magistrates also have standing invitations to the Strategic Management Group
meetings to enable them to raise issues particular to their jurisdiction.

The Commonwealth-funded lllicit Drug Diversion Initiative programs noted in
the report, that is, the Pre-sentence Opportunity Program, Young Persons
Opportunity Program, Supervised Treatment Intervention Regime, and the
Indigenous Diversion Program, are managed by the Drug and Alcoho! Office in
collaboration with relevant stakeholders.

In regional areas where the Supervised Treatment Intervention Regime is
available, the Court Users Meetings (also known as Stakeholder Meetings in
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some locations), provide the key forum for the Department of the Attorney
General and the Department of Corrective Services staff to meet and resolve
the operational issues.

Contrary to finding 17 in the report, the Pre-Sentence Opportunity Program
and Indigenous Diversion Program are not offered by the Drug Court. These
programs are, however, available in other Magistrates’ Courts.

On an operational level, the Department of Corrective Services is not involved
in the management and delivery of the Pre-sentence Opportunity, Young
Persons Opportunity or Indigenous Diversion programs. Consequently, there
are no dedicated processes in place for the Department of the Attorney
General and the Department of Corrective Services to work together on these
programs. However, the close collaboration between the two agencies at a
strategic management level ensures that the two agencies are kept informed
of issues relevant to these two programs.
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