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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL 
OPERATIONS IN RELATION TO A MATTER OF PRIVILEGE 

 

1 MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE RAISED AT COMMITTEE MEETING 

1.1 On Monday 19 March 2007 a meeting of the Estimates and Financial Operations 
Committee (Committee) was held.  Members present at that meeting were Hons Giz 
Watson (Chair), Ken Travers and Nigel Hallett MLCs.  Hons Anthony Fels and 
Shelley Archer MLCs were apologies. 

1.2 During the meeting the Chair drew the Committee’s attention to: 

a) a possible breach of parliamentary privilege in relation to alleged disclosures 
of deliberations of the Committee; and 

b) a request made by the Corruption and Crime Commission (CCC) for access to 
committee records, members and staff. 

2 ALLEGED DISCLOSURES OF COMMITTEE DELIBERATIONS 

Nature of alleged disclosures 

2.1 The Chair’s awareness of this matter resulted from inquiries made of her by the CCC. 

2.2 At the Committee’s meeting the Chair tabled an outline of facts relating to her 
knowledge of the matter with relevant documents (attached to this report as 
Appendix 1). 

2.3 Due to the nature of the inquiries made by the CCC of the Chair it appeared to the 
Chair that the Committee’s deliberations had been disclosed to third parties by a 
Committee member, or members, without authorisation.  Disclosure appears to have 
been made to the CCC and to other persons. 

2.4 In addition the Committee notes that matters relating to the Committee’s deliberations 
have been raised in the CCC during its examination of Noel Crichton-Browne and 
Hon Shelley Archer MLC on 21 February and 28 February 2007 respectively.  
Relevant portions of the transcripts are extracted and form part of Appendix 1. 

Reporting of matter to the House 

2.5 The Committee notes that: 

• Members must not disclose proceedings (including deliberations), evidence or 
documents not specifically authorised; and 
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• any unauthorised breach of this confidentiality may be dealt with by the 
House as a contempt. 

2.6 Erskine May comments on the disclosure of a committee’s proceedings or evidence as 
follows:1 

By the ancient custom of Parliament “no act done at any committee 
should be divulged before the same be reported to the House” …. 

The publication or disclosure of proceedings of committees conducted 
with closed doors or of draft reports of the committees before they 

have been reported to the House will, however, constitute a breach of 
privilege or a contempt. 

2.7 The Committee also notes Standing Order 422 which provides: 

Committee not to entertain charges against a Member 

422. If any information come before any committee which involves 
an accusation against any Member, the committee shall direct 

that the Council be acquainted with the matter of such 
information, without proceeding further thereupon. 

2.8 The Committee therefore resolved to report this matter to the House. 

3 CCC REQUEST FOR ACCESS TO COMMITTEE RECORDS, MEMBERS AND STAFF  

CCC request 

3.1 On 12 February 2007 the Chair received a letter from the CCC requesting a copy of 
the agenda and minutes for the Committee meeting of 31 January 2007.  The Chair 
responded by letter dated 13 February 2007.  (Letters attached to Appendix 1). 

3.2 The Committee observes that these documents were prepared as part of the 
Committee’s proceedings, are confidential to the Committee and covered by 
parliamentary privilege.  While the Committee may have power to disclose such 
material, in view of the purpose for which the material may be used and its 
relationship with the matter of privilege raised in this report the Committee resolved 
that it is appropriate that the Committee report this matter to the House for its 
consideration. 

 
 
 

                                                 
1  Erskine May’s Treatise on the Laws, Privileges, Proceedings and Usage of Parliament (Parliamentary 

Practice), United Kingdom, Twenty-First Edition. 
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____________________ 
Hon Giz Watson MLC 
Chair 
 
Date:  20 March 2007 
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