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REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON PROCEDURE AND PRIVILEGES
IN RELATION TO THE ABSENCE OF AMEMBER:
HON MARGARET ROWE MLC

1 REFERRAL TO THE COMMITTEE

1.1 On 20 June 2007 the President made the followimtgistent:
Honourable Members:

| am required to report to the House that the Mewbf Proceedings
and the Members’ attendance book of the Legisl&iwencil indicate
that Hon Margaret Rowe has been absent from theskeldar more
than six sitting days. The last attendance of MNtargaret Rowe in
this House was on Thursday, 10 May 2007. PurstarStanding
Order 57 the Member is deemed guilty of contempt.

1.2 Standing Orders provide -

Standing Order 57 -

A member who is absent for more than 6 consecsittiag of the
Council without leave duly granted shall be deenmdlty of
contempt, and may be dealt with under SO 122.

Standing Order 122 -

If any Member shall wilfully disobey any order b&tCouncil, or is

guilty of contempt by infringing the terms of SO 5 may be
ordered to attend in his place, or, if he is undeisspension, at the
Bar, to answer for his conduct; and unless his axation be deemed
satisfactory the Council may direct the Usher & Biack Rod to take
such Member into custody.

1.3 Instead of dealing with the matter pursuant to &tagn Order 122, on 20 June 2007
the House resolved:

That the President having called the attention led House to a
guestion of privilege regarding the absence of Hen Margaret
Rowe for a period longer than six sitting days pded for under
Standing Order 57 -

1) The matter be referred to the Standing Committn
Procedure and Privileges for inquiry and report.
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Procedure and Privileges Committee

2.1

2.2

2.3

3.1

3.2

2) The Legislative Council orders the attendance Hon
Margaret Rowe to be examined by the Standing Cdesroin
Procedure and Privileges at a time and place noteidaby
the President.

ORDER AND CORRESPONDENCE

On 21 June 2007 Hon Margaret Rowéefmber) was served with a@rder to Attend
before the Procedure and Privileges Commitied.00pm on Tuesday, 26 June 2007
at the Office of the Presider®fder). The Order was accompanied by a letter from
the Clerk of the Legislative Council. Copies ot tlrder and Clerk’'s letter are
attached as Appendix 1.

On 21 June 2007 the President received a facsietiler from the Member dated
21 June 2007 apologising for her absence (Appezidix

On 22 June 2007 the President received a facsietiler from the Member dated
22 June 2007 resigning as a member of the Legisl&ouncil (Appendix 3).

COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION

Pursuant to the Order, the Member was requiredopea before the Committee at
1.00pm on Tuesday, 26 June 2007. In light of treamider’'s apology and resignation
due to ill health the Member did not appear betbeeCommittee.

Although the Member is non-compliant with the Ordéwe Committee considers, in
view of all the circumstances, that no further @attshould be taken in relation to the
contempt of the Member pursuant to Standing Order 5

RECOMMENDATION

Recommendation 1: The Committee recommends that,onfurther action be
taken in relation to the contempt of Hon Margaret Fowe MLC pursuant to
Standing Order 57.

Ve

Hon Nick Griffiths MLC
Chairman

Date:

26 June 2007
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APPENDIX 1
CLERK 'SLETTER AND ORDER TO ATTEND






THIRTEENTH REPORT

20 June 2007

Ms Margaret Rowe MLC
10B Onedin Court
GERALDTON WA 6530

Dear Ms Rowe
ABSENCE FROM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL - ORDER TO APPEAR

I refer to the attached Order to Appear. The Order relates to your contempt of the Legislative Council
for being absent for more that 6 sitting days without leave. The Minutes of Proceedings and the
Members® attendance book of the Legislative Council indicate that vour last attendance was on
Thursday, 10 May 2007. The relevant Legislative Council Standing Orders are:

Standing Order 57 -
A member who is absent for more than 6 consecutive sitting of the Council without leave duly
granted shall be deemed guilty of contempt, and may be dealt with under SO 122,
Standing Order 122 -
If any Member shall wilfully disobey any order of the Council, or is guilty of contempt by
infringing the terms of SO 37, he may be ordered to atiend in his place, or, if he is under
suspension, at the Bar, to answer for his conduct; and unless his explanation be deemed
satisfactory the Council may direct the Usher of the Black Rod to 1ake such Member into
custody,
On 20 June 2007 the Legislative Council resolved that the Procedure and Privileges Committee
inquire into the matter and ordered that you attend before that committee.

Pursuant to the Order to Appear you must appear before the Procedure and Privileges Committee on
1.00pm on Tuesday, 26 June 2007 at The Office of the President, Legislative Council of Western
Australia, Parliament House, Harvest Terrace, Perth, Western Australia.

Please contact me on 9222 7214 if you wish to discuss procedural matters relating to this process. |
also urge you to contact your parliamentary colleagues.

Yours sincerely

Mia Betjeman

Clerk of the Legislative Council

GADAT AC A'Procedure and Privileges Commires (Comrespandence\Contempt of a Member - Absence(70620 Rowe LenerAccompanyingOrder. mr & doc

Parpramest House Peri WA 6000 TeidenoNEe +61 8 9222 7222
Facsimice: House +61 8 9222 7800 CovMirries +61 8 9222 7805
E-man (General Oritcr): councilte parliament.wa.gov.au
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Procedure and Privileges Committee

ORDER TO APPEAR BEFORE THE STANDING COMMITTEE
ON PROCEDURE AND PRIVILEGES

Parliamentary Privileges Act 1891, s 6

TO -
Hon Margaret-Anne Rowe MLC
of 10B Onedin Court, Geraldton in the State of Western Australia

TAKE NOTICE that on 20 June 2007 the Legislative Council of Western Australia resolved:

That the President having called the attention of the House to a question of privilege

regarding the absence of the Hon Margaret Rowe for a period longer than six sitting

days, provided for under Standing Order 57 -

(1) The matter be referred to the Standing Committee on Procedure and
Privileges for inquiry and report,

2) The Legisiative Council orders the attendance of Hon Muargaret Rowe to be
examined by the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges at a time
and place nominated by the President,

YOU ARE NOW REQUIRED -
(a) to give your attendance at 1.00pm on Tuesday, 26 June 2007 at:

The Office of the President

Legislative Council of Western Australia
Parliament House

Harvest Terrace

Perth, Western Australia;

and

(b) continue in attendance on the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges untit
released by further order.

Issued by Hon Nick Griffiths MLC, President of the Legislative Council, pursuant to the order
of the Legistative Council dated 20 June 2007 and section 6 of the Parliamentary Privileges
Acr 1891 on 20 June 2007,

GIDATAY APracedure and Privileges Committes\Correspondence'Comempt of 8 Member - Absence\Order ToAppeas 070620, mb.a doc

Parriament House PeErTi WA 6000 TELEPHONE +61 8 9222 7222
Facsimui: House +61 8 9222 7809 CoMMITTEES +61 8 9222 7805
E-main (Generar QFrice): council@parliament.wa.gov.au
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THIRTEENTH REPORT

AVIT M RMA L) UL LRYRR U I Fe £

HON MARGARET ROWE
Hon Margaret Rowe, M1.C

Member for the Agricultural Region

21 June 2007

Hon Nick Griffiths
Prestdent of the Legislative Council

Mr President

1 have received from the Deputy Clerk an order to attend to answer a question of why I
have been absent for more than six sitting days. I wish to formally apologise to the house
for my lack of attendance.

- Yours faithfully

JL/c.:gEva

Hon Margaret Rowe MLC
Member for the Agricultural Region

Eleetorate Office: Buits 4, The Pavilion, 19 Chapman Road, Geraldton WA 8530
PQ Box 231, Geraldton WA 6531, Tel; 9923 9211 Fax: 9823 9222 Email: mrowe®mp.wa.gov.au

The Agricuitural Reglon covers 68 Local Governmen! areast Chy of Gersidton, Town of Namrogin, Town of Northam, Bhires of Beveriey, Boddingten, Boyup
Brook, Bridgetgwn = Qreenbushaa (part of), Brookton, Broomehlll, Bruce Rock, Gamamah, Chapman Valley, Chittering, Coorow, Camigin, Cubaling, Sunderdin, Dalwallny,
Dandaragan, Dowarin, Dumbleyung. Esperance, Gingin, Growahgerup, Goomalling, Greenough, Irwin, Jerramungup, Ketanning, Kellerbemn, Kant, Kojonup, Kondinin,
Koorda, Kultn, Lake Grace, Merredin, Mingenow, Moors, Morawa, Mt Marghal, Mukinbudin, Mulews, Narembeen, Narrogin, Northam, Narthsmpton, Nungarn,
Peranjori, Pingelly, Quairading, Ravensthorpe, Tambellup, Tammin, Thrae Bpringa, Toodyay, Trayning, Victorla Plaina, Wagin, Wandering, West Arliwu, Westonia, Wickepin, Wilksms,
wongan-Ballidu, Woodanllling, Wyslkatchem, York.
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THIRTEENTH REPORT

a
0899212‘!0499’21?1@4 Jun. 22 2887 11:40RM P1

Hon Margaret Rowe, MLC

Member for the Agricultural Region

22 June 2007

Hon Nick Griffiths
President of the Legislative Council

Mr President
Due to iil health T have decided to resign as a member of the Legislative Council as of today.

Yours faithfully

L

./L R 0w~
et

Hon Margaret Rowe MLC

Member for the Agricultural Reglon

Electorste Offive: Sutte 4, The Pavilion, 18 Chapman Road, Geraldton WA 6530
PD Box 231, Geraldton WA 6531, Tel; 9923 9211 Fax: 8923 9222 Emall: mrowe@mp.wa.gov.au
Tha urhul.mnl Reglon covors 08 Local Goumunl aroms:  Clty of Garaldron, Town of Narogin, Town of Northam, Shires of. Beveriey, Boddington, Boyup

Brook, - (pan of), k hill, Bruce Rock, Cameman, Gmnlrmvnay Chittering, Coomw comgm Cubaliing, Cundargin. Dalwallinu,
D gen, Dawerin, Of g, Esp Gingin, POrup, Gi , Irwin, . erbarin, Kent, Kojonup, Kondinin,
Kooroa, Kum- Lake Grmee, Merredin, Mingenew, Moom. Morawa, Mt Mmhnll Muldnbudin Mullews, M oo Nnrmam Northamy Nu

Parenfori, Pingony, Quairadi Ip, Tammin. Three Springs, mmmmmwuwh M&nw vlmma.m::;m w:m

Wongan-Ballidu, Modaa\lmg anumm York.
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