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REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON PROCEDURE AND PRIVILEGES  
IN RELATION TO THE ABSENCE OF A MEMBER :  

HON MARGARET ROWE MLC   
 

1 REFERRAL TO THE COMMITTEE  

1.1 On 20 June 2007 the President made the following statement: 

Honourable Members: 

I am required to report to the House that the Minutes of Proceedings 

and the Members’ attendance book of the Legislative Council indicate 

that Hon Margaret Rowe has been absent from the House for more 

than six sitting days.  The last attendance of Hon Margaret Rowe in 

this House was on Thursday, 10 May 2007.  Pursuant to Standing 

Order 57 the Member is deemed guilty of contempt. 

1.2 Standing Orders provide - 

Standing Order 57 -  
A member who is absent for more than 6 consecutive sitting of the 

Council without leave duly granted shall be deemed guilty of 

contempt, and may be dealt with under SO 122. 

… 

Standing Order 122 -   

If any Member shall wilfully disobey any order of the Council, or is 

guilty of contempt by infringing the terms of SO 57, he may be 

ordered to attend in his place, or, if he is under suspension, at the 

Bar, to answer for his conduct; and unless his explanation be deemed 

satisfactory the Council may direct the Usher of the Black Rod to take 

such Member into custody. 

1.3 Instead of dealing with the matter pursuant to Standing Order 122, on 20 June 2007 
the House resolved: 

That the President having called the attention of the House to a 

question of privilege regarding the absence of the Hon Margaret 

Rowe for a period longer than six sitting days provided for under 

Standing Order 57 - 

(1) The matter be referred to the Standing Committee on 

Procedure and Privileges for inquiry and report. 
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(2) The Legislative Council orders the attendance of Hon 

Margaret Rowe to be examined by the Standing Committee on 

Procedure and Privileges at a time and place nominated by 

the President. 

2 ORDER AND CORRESPONDENCE 

2.1 On 21 June 2007 Hon Margaret Rowe (Member) was served with an Order to Attend 

before the Procedure and Privileges Committee at 1.00pm on Tuesday, 26 June 2007 
at the Office of the President (Order ).  The Order was accompanied by a letter from 
the Clerk of the Legislative Council.  Copies of the Order and Clerk’s letter are 
attached as Appendix 1. 

2.2 On 21 June 2007 the President received a facsimile letter from the Member dated 
21 June 2007 apologising for her absence (Appendix 2). 

2.3 On 22 June 2007 the President received a facsimile letter from the Member dated 
22 June 2007 resigning as a member of the Legislative Council (Appendix 3). 

3 COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION  

3.1 Pursuant to the Order, the Member was required to appear before the Committee at 
1.00pm on Tuesday, 26 June 2007.  In light of the Member’s apology and resignation 
due to ill health the Member did not appear before the Committee. 

3.2 Although the Member is non-compliant with the Order, the Committee considers, in 
view of all the circumstances, that no further action should be taken in relation to the 
contempt of the Member pursuant to Standing Order 57. 

4 RECOMMENDATION  

Recommendation 1:  The Committee recommends that, no further action be 
taken in relation to the contempt of Hon Margaret Rowe MLC pursuant to 
Standing Order 57. 

 

_____________________ 
Hon Nick Griffiths MLC 
Chairman 

Date: 26 June 2007 
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20 June 2007 

Ms Margaret Rowe MLC 
lOB Onedin Court 
GERALDTON WA 6530 

Dear Ms Rowe 

ABS ENCE F ROM LEG ISLATIVE COUNCIL - ORDER TO APPEAR 

I refer to the attached Order to Appear. The Order relates to your contempt of the Legislative Council 
for being absent for more Ihat 6 sitting days without leave . The Minutes of Proceedings and the 
Members' attendance book of the Legislative Council indicate that your last anendance was on 
Thursday. 10 May 2007. llle relevant Legislative Council Standing Orders are: 

Slunding Order 57-
A member who is absenrfor more than 6 consecutive silting of the Council without {em'e dilly 
gramed shall he deemed guilty of conrempr. and may be dealr with under SO /22. 

SllInding Order J 22 -

If any Member shall wilfully disobey (lny order of the Council. or is guilry of contempI by 
infringing rhe terms of so 57. he may be ordered fO Offend in his place. or. if he is under 
sllspension, at fhe Bar. to QI/SIl"er for his conducr: and unless his explanation he deemed 
satisfactory rhe Council may direct fhe Usher of rhe Black Rod to rake such Aofemher into 
custody. 

On 20 June 2007 the Legislative Council resolved that the Procedure and Privileges Committee 
inquire into the matter and ordered that you attend before that committee. 

Pursuant to the Order to Appear you must appear before the Procedure and Privileges Committee on 
I.OOpm on Tuesday. 26 June 2007 at The Office of the President, Legislative Council of Western 
Australia. Parliament House, Harvest Terrace, Perth , Western Australia. 

Please contact me on 9222 7214 if you wish to discuss procedural matters relating to this process. 
also urge you to contact your parliamentary colleagues. 

Yours sincerely 

Mia Betjeman 
Clerk of the Legis lative Council 

P '\llIll\\llr--1 I ll'! \1· PI IIIII WA ()IJlH) 1'1111'11"'"'1 +(,1 K ')212 7111 
F\\'\IIo.IIII· 11 ()l.\1 +61.,! ')212 7HO'J C(lM\llllli.\ +()1 H ')1117H05 

E-\1O\11 (;1 NIIC ... L ( )III\ Ll. Clltillril(1I DHIi,lllh·IH.\\,I.(!I)\".H1 
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ORDER TO APPEAR BEFORE THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON PROCEDURE AND PRIVILEGES 

Parliamentary Privileges Act 1891, s 6 

TO-
Hon Margaret~Anne Rowe MLC 

of lOB Onedin Court, Geraldton in the State of Western Australia 

TAKE NOTICE that on 20 June 2007 the Legislative Council of Western Australia resolved: 

That the President having called the attention of the House to a question of privilege 
regarding the absence of the Hon Margaret Rowe for a period longer than si:( sitting 
days, prOVided/or under Standing Order 57-
(1) The matter be referred to the Standing Committee on Procedure and 

Privileges for inquiry and report. 
(2) The Legislarive Council orders the attendance of }forI lHargarer Rowe to be 

examined by the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges at a time 
and place nominated by the President, 

YOU ARE NOW REQUIRED. 

(a) to give your attendance at l.OOpm on Tuesday, 26 June 2007 at: 

and 

The Office of the President 
Legislative Council of Western Australia 
Parliament House 
Harvest Terrace 
Perth, Western Australia; 

(b) continue in attendance on the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges until 
released by further order. 

fssued by Hon Nick Griffiths MLC, President of the Legislative Council, pursuant to the order 
of the Legislative Council dated 20 June 2007 and section 6 of the Parliamentetry Privileges 
Act 1891 on 20 June 2007. 

~¥~----
PPdtUAlvtENT HOt-'SF PERTH WA 6000 TELEPI10Nl' +61 H 4222 7 222 

fACS1MILL : H OUSE +6 1 ~ 9222 78 09 C:)MMI TTE ES +6 1 R 9222 7 H05 
E ~ M"' I L «(;ENI::HAL OF F1(: F. ): co un c il (1:i':pa rliam c lll.w:l.. go\, . .1l1 
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~ ..... , L V V, I.J,.J.J "V" ,,,,, "V" ,,'- , "V"L II V, V)) r. L 

HON MARGARET ROWE 

Hon Margaret Rowe, MLC 
Member for the Agricultural Region 

21 June 2007 

Han Nick Griffiths 
President of the Legislative Council 

M r President 

I have received from the Deputy Clerk an order to attend to answer a question of why I 
have been absent for more than six sitting days. I wish to formally apologise to the house 
for my lack of attendance. 

Yours faithfully 

Jl.~o...J~ 
~ 

Hon Margaret Rowe MLC 
Member for the Agricultural Region 

I!:lectorate OffIce: Suite 4, The Pavilion, 19 Oh8J)man Road. Gemldton WA 6530 
PO Box 231. Gwaldton WA e531, ~I: 9923 9211 Fp: 9923 9222 email: mrowe@mp,wa.gov,BIJ 

Tile Atricliliural _Ion co.,. .. 51 Loeal GovtrMIenl areas: CIty of Ger'flldton, lOwn of NlII'TOgIn, bwn of Northam. ShIrW of: ~. Boddington, Boyup 
BrooJ(. Bridgetown' GteenbUlhll (paM of), Brookton, Broomehlll, Bruce Rock,C6tnamah. Chapm.,ValIey. ChIttwIng, COOrow, Con1gin, Cuballing. CUnd8l'dln. Palwallnu, 
Dandal'agaM. DOWerin, Dumbleyullg. !$JIefllnce, Gngln, GnowaMgarup. GoomaUin", Greenough, Iryw\n, ~uP. KMannk'l;, ~I~ ~ KOjOl'lJp, KMd'lI'Iin. 
Koorda. Kulln, I..ake GnlCO!, Mlmtdin, Mingenaw, Moora, MorawlII, Mt M¥shall, MlJklnl:lUCIin, Mu~ ........ Nwembeerl, N.,rogIn, Northam, NMthll'T.,ton, Nungzwjn, 
Paranjori, Pillga"v. Ou.draclin;. RavensthOtpe, 'lBmbellup, Tlmmln, Tl1ree Springa. '1bodyRy, lI'I:ynlng, VIctoria PI&ln., wagin. WRnd«;";. Wn1 ArIiu; WM:tonIa, ~, W~IiamI. 
Wongin-Blilidu, Woodanlmng. Wtalkltchem, 'II:lrk, 
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-08992 11 i O~'2104 Jun. 22 2007 11:4eAM Pi 

Hon Margaret Rowe, MLC 
Member for the Agricultural Region 

22 June 2007 

Hon Nick Griffiths 
President of the Legislative Council 

Mr President 

Due to III health r have decided to resign as a member of the Legislative Coundl as of today. 

Yours faithfully 

.L 'K. 0 , .. {.,P _ 
_ ~?_-J. 

Hon Margaret Rowe MLC 
Member for the Agricultural Region 

IIMtor ... 0fIIM1 Suite"', The P8v1lion. Iii Ch.Iprnan RoMS, Ger.ktton WA 6530 
POBoI(231.Get'~on WA lIlIill . ,..1: 911123 D211 Fall: W23 W2 EmitII:~p.WA.9OV.1tJ 

111, ~ ....... __ ..... LOCMIII CiCI-.-..... CIry 01 a-IlIQr\ TcMn of NImIgin. bwn of NanhIIn. 8t*w lilt. ~,~. 90wP 
BrooII, Sridgl(0'IWI' ~.r- p'" oft, i3rOOIclQn, 1roorMNiI, 8Nce f'od(,~, CI'lIpITwI .... .y, CIIIMring, CootoIw. OorrIcain. CUbalIInO. OJO,dIn. o.IwaIh. 
DaMl, .. g"", OQ-"", OU/l'l~, EeI*".r>Oe, GkIgIn, ~, eoom.IIng. GtMnough. Irwin, ~ ~ ~ K«II. ~. ~, 

~ l(uIIn, .. _ GAee. """'rd!. ~. MoonJ" Mora-. M'I M~, ~, M~ Na'8mbecJtI, ~. ~, NGrthIImp!On. Nungwln, 
Perer1jol;, PingeAy, O ..... ...tItIg, ~lJ\harpe,-a.mbellup, TIImmin.n.. 8prW1g1, ~ ~'kton. PIIIns. v.gIn.~W-ArftM. ~W\dI.tclIn,M""", 

WonQIn-e.&Ii<lI,~~'tbrIt. 


