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VALEDICTORY SPEECH 

Member for Agricultural Region 

HON PAUL BROWN (Agricultural) [3.07 pm]: Thank you, Mr President, and I thank everyone for their 

indulgence. I also thank Hon Michael Mischin for keeping his comments short. 

I stand here today to make my final speech in this place. I intend that it will not be my last speech in Parliament, as 

I am sure Hon Peter Katsambanis and Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson do not intend their contributions today to be 

their final speeches in Parliament. Nonetheless, I appreciate the opportunity from both sides of the house to enable 

us to do this. I wish Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson and Hon Peter Katsambanis the very best of luck. I am sure that 

they will prevail in what they intend to do in their respective seats. The Legislative Council has a proud history of 

transitioning members from this place to the other place. I am sure that all three of us intend to do the LC very 

proud. We all look forward to seeing you in the new year as members of the other house. 

Representing the Agricultural Region has filled my life over the last three and half years—with some 

80 000 kilometres travelled each year. I am sure that the other members of the Agricultural Region, as well as the 

members of the Mining and Pastoral and South West Regions, understand the distances that we travel, the time that 

we spend away from our families and the communities we attend to far and wide. As we keep saying, the ag region 

is approximately the size of the state of Victoria. The 80 000 kilometres—the constant flights back and forth to and 

from Geraldton and the charter flights from one end of the length and breadth of the electorate—means that we are 

away from our families and friends for long periods. The Agricultural Region is also about to get a little bit bigger. 

The Shires of Westonia, Yilgarn, Ravensthorpe and Esperance will now be included as part of the 

Agricultural Region, which I believe will make it something like 30 per cent bigger—I might be wrong. To those 

members and candidates who seek to continue in the ag region, I wish you the best of luck and I wish you all safe 

travels—be safe out there. To my colleagues in this place and to the candidates seeking to represent the 

Agricultural Region, I also wish all of them luck in March next year. I am sure we will see many, if not all, of them 

back here again. 

I have been asked by people a great number of times why I am choosing to leave this place and seeking to take on 

a seat in the other place, effectively leaving what many would consider to be a safe spot on the upper house ticket 

for the Agricultural Region. My answer to them has quite often been that I have never done anything safe or 

sensible in my life, so why start now? In business, I was the same. I apologise to my lovely wife, who is sitting in 

the President’s gallery, because she has had to put up with that for more than just the three and a half years that 

I have been here; she has had to put up with it, and the ups and downs and the trials and tribulations, for many 

years. Why am I seeking to do that? I think it is primarily because, as a member of the Agricultural Region and 

a member for regional WA, and living, working, playing and investing in regional WA, I understand the value of 

what we do as members of Parliament, but, even more importantly, I also understand the value of what we do as the 

Nationals WA. The Nationals WA brand is strong and is increasing. Our electorates expect us to turn up and, as our 

book says, they expect us to get a blood nose; we might not always win, but they expect us to get a blood nose 

fighting for them. That is exactly why I am choosing to leave this place and seek a spot in the other house, 

essentially to focus on what is important and essential to our regional communities and to make sure that we have 

opportunities and equality and are not regarded as an afterthought. 

I would rather take this opportunity to thank everyone who has contributed to my time in this place in the last three 

and a half years. Firstly, I thank the Council staff for the patience that they showed to a newbie three and a half 

years ago and to all the other newbies who joined me at the same time. Twelve of us started at the same time; that is 

one-third of this house. I apologise to them and thank them for their patience in dealing with us all. I thank Peter 

and Brian particularly for the yearly cricket match. It is always a fun outing and it is always good to beat up on the 

media when we get the opportunity! There was a special treat today, so thanks to Lisa for the wonderful rocky road 

served in the Council offices. For those who did not get a piece or have not had a piece yet, knock yourselves out; it 

is fantastic. 

I would also like to pay my respects to and thank all the staff throughout Parliament House for the hard work they 

do, the long hours they work and the friendly manner in which they go about quietly achieving everything. It is 

a big job to put up with all the egos and personalities in this place, and they do it well. I remember quite fondly the 
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first day I walked into this place, having never walked into Parliament House prior to being elected. I had never 

been on a tour or visited friends or anything like that. To turn up on the front steps and walk in and have the staff 

say, “Hello, Mr Brown” was quite startling and quite unnerving in fact. As I walked around the house over the next 

couple of days, all the staff, whether it be the refreshments staff or the security staff, seemed to know my name and 

my face. It was, as I said, quite unnerving at the start. Then I realised that they were cheating. They had little cheat 

sheets and they knew who the 12 new members of the Council and the new members of the lower house were. All 

of a sudden, I did not feel as important as I thought I was! 

I also would like to thank all my colleagues in the Legislative Council from right across the broad political 

spectrum. We have not always seen eye to eye, and very rarely did, but I believe we are all here for the right 

reasons. We are all here to represent our electorates and the people in our electorates and to give them a voice. Like 

I said, whether or not we agree with each other does not really matter at the end of the day, because people are 

happy to have a voice in Parliament. 

Some memorable events have happened over the term, two of which were particularly long. Darren gets a mention 

for his wonderful GM speech that we sat through. It was fun at the end; we all got to have a bit of fun. More 

importantly, the longest speech, which I encouraged Hon Darren West to try to beat, was the all-night speech by 

Hon Ken Travers. For all of us in here, that night might be a bit like a JFK or Twin Towers moment: 

“Where were you the night that Ken Travers spoke for six and a half hours?” While the rest of the world continued 

to revolve, this place stopped and listened to Hon Ken Travers for an ungodly time. He should apologise to the 

house for that. 

There has been a bit of conversation lately in other states and places about the relevance of the upper house. All 

I will say is that even though I am choosing to leave this place, I absolutely respect the role that the 

Legislative Council has in making sure that we are a place of checks and balances so that, as the Democrats used to 

say, we can keep the bastards honest. That is exactly what the people want of us. 

I turn to the staff of the two parliamentary committees that I was involved with. To Amanda Gillingham, 

Margaret Liveris and Irina Lobeto-Ortega from the Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs—they 

were the starting line-up when the committee first convened in 2013—much respect. I would like to think that after 

three and a half years, we have all formed bonds, if not friendships. To the Standing Committee on Environment 

and Public Affairs committee members—Simon, Stephen, Brian and Sam—I give my thanks. I do not think that 

any other committee has got along so well. We did not have any divisions. We all seemed to understand what 

needed to be done and we got on and did it. 

I turn now to the other committee, the very, very different committee; namely, the Select Committee into the 

Operations of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Western Australia (Inc). 

Samantha Parsons and Niamh did an outstanding job keeping the warring factions on each side of the trench, and 

that was not an easy job to do. I have a range of things to say here, but in the spirit of goodwill and on my last day 

and in my last speech, I have chucked them out. This does not have to end up in a silly, negative mess. 

To my Nationals WA colleagues in the chamber—Jacqui, Dave, Col and Marty, who is not able to be here with us 

today—thank you for your patience and friendship. Similar to the rest of the chamber, we did not always see eye to 

eye, but we got the job done. Dickens’ quote “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times” always springs to 

mind. The part we take away from it depends on where we were and our point of view. But the blame firmly lies with 

“Holty”, because if it was not for Holty, I would not be standing here; so members know where to point the finger! 

I also want to say thank you to two other people—they have the same surname—whom I consider mentors in my 

role as a member of Parliament. Both Mia and Dexter Davies are truly outstanding people who have had only the 

best interests of regional WA at heart. Along with many other colleagues, they mentored me before and during my 

time as a parliamentarian and I will forever be in their debt. My seeking election to the seat of Geraldton is in no 

small amount due to the leadership and prior deeds of Mia, Brendon Grylls and Wendy Duncan. They have sought 

to expand our Nationals WA footprint across regional Western Australia not because it was easy—far from it, in 

fact—but because they knew what was required for and being demanded by our electorates. They wanted us to have 

a bigger impact and to have a bigger say. I hope that the people of regional WA have seen value in what our team 

has done to expand our footprint. 

In seeking to win the seat of Geraldton, I am absolutely walking on the shoulders of the giants who came before 

me. I thank all other parliamentary members of the National Party—that is, Terry Redman, Brendon Grylls and 

“Tuck” Waldron. Tuck Waldron is retiring and he gave his last speech the other day, which was fantastic; he was 

funny to the end. To Vince, Shane and Wendy and, again to Mia, like I said, my gratitude knows no bounds. To all 

members of the Nationals across WA, both metropolitan and country, I thank you for the good times we have spent 

together since I joined the party—there will be more—and thank you for your acceptance and for your agreement 

that I represent you not only as a member of Agricultural Region, but, hopefully, as the member for Geraldton. 

Next is the engine room of any electorate office for any member of this place: our electorate staff. I will start with 

those who have come and gone. To Barbara Sylvester and Craig McAllister, who worked in my Northam office, we 
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certainly had some good times while you worked with me and I truly value the work that you did in my office, as 

I am sure the electorate did as well. Robyn Zadow is in my Geraldton office. If I ever want an honest assessment of 

what I have done or am doing, have said or am about to say, Robyn will give it to me regardless of whether or not 

I want it. When it comes to spending the electorate allowance, I think Treasury could take some pointers and tips 

from Robyn; she is tighter than a proverbial fish’s so and so. She is very good; she keeps me in line. I want to spend 

money on everything and she tells me that I have to get permission first. To Natasha Colliver, or Tash as she is 

lovingly known in every corner of Geraldton, who is the backbone of the operation, the office would not be the 

same and it would cease to function without you. It has been suggested on many occasions that she is the brains of 

our outfit. To be honest, I have never found reason to argue with that statement or to have a contrary opinion. 

Occasionally, I ask that sometimes, in some faraway corner, I am referred to as the pretty face, if not the brains—

but I know that is a stretch as well. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: It’s too obvious. 

Hon PAUL BROWN: Thank you, Simon. 

I would like to dwell on some achievements over the last three and a half years that I am very proud of. We know 

that it is not the big things that are important—it is not the ribbon cuttings or the cheque presentations; it is the very 

small things. It is helping mums and dads and families and pensioners with small things that affect them every day 

in the community. I take great pride in having an office and a role that delivers that for the Agricultural Region. For 

me, the small, very community-minded and family-oriented things that go on in the community have been the most 

important parts of this job—helping those who are less fortunate than us and who need that little bit of a helping 

hand. With that in mind, I look at probably three organisations that I have been able to help in the last three and 

a half years, particularly Foodbank WA. It is an exceptional organisation across WA, particularly regional WA. 

I am very proud to call Greg Hebble, Colin Woodward, Pat Hodges and all the staff and volunteers at, certainly, 

Foodbank in Geraldton, but also Foodbank in Perth, friends. We have had a long partnership together. We were 

introduced, again, by Hon Col Holt through his role with Foodbank, and we have been able to build on that. 

Foodbank feeds more than four million people a year. The new facility in Geraldton was handed over from the 

builders to Foodbank yesterday. We had a volunteers day there yesterday. There was $2.16 million in funding from 

royalties for regions for it to be built. We have also just put $140 000-odd from royalties for regions, through the 

regional grants scheme, into forklifts, pallet jacks, storage and shelving. Having gone from the previous premises, 

which was an inappropriate place to work, Foodbank now will be able to deliver more than one million meals 

a year out of the Geraldton establishment. That is a fantastic outcome and I look forward to continuing my role in 

supporting Foodbank. 

The other organisation I wish to acknowledge is Chrysalis Support Services and its domestic violence refuge. The 

first phone call I got as a member of Parliament was a request to assist a lady and her eight kids and grandkids who 

had nowhere to go. They were at Chrysalis and we were able to work with Housing to find them a suitable home. 

Since then, I have really valued the time I have spent with Chrysalis and the support I have been able to bring. 

I would like to thank Hon Brendon Grylls and also Holty for allowing me to deliver to Chrysalis freehold 

ownership of its centre. It was on a peppercorn lease. The centre had to be done up and Chrysalis had to invest a lot 

of money into something that did not belong to it. Recently, we were able to hand over that facility with freehold 

title. Once again, that will be an achievement I take away from my time in this place. As with Foodbank, I will 

continue to support Chrysalis and hopefully for a long time to come. 

The third organisation I wish to acknowledge is Bundiyarra Aboriginal Community Aboriginal Corporation in 

Geraldton. That is a tireless team of people and local Aboriginal elders who are trying to lift their people well above 

what the perception always seems to be; that is, there is not much to achieve and Aboriginal people have essentially 

achieved their lot in life. Those people have thrown out that paradigm and I am really happy to assist them with 

that. I look forward to working with Marchelle, Ross Oakley, Gordon Gray, Jennifer Gregory-Kniveton and many 

of the others at that team. They are fantastic people and, as I said, similar to Foodbank and Chrysalis, I look 

forward to helping them for a long time to come. 

To my family, who are here today, I want to apologise to them. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Try this advice: keep drinking water! 

Hon PAUL BROWN: No, it is okay. I just have to stop being a sook! 

The PRESIDENT: Order, member. I will just give you a minute to catch your breath, because I have to interrupt 

your comments to sort out when we are going to take questions and when we are going to finish the rest of the 

orders of the day. You have got only two minutes; are you okay to keep going? 

Hon PAUL BROWN: Absolutely, mate. 

I apologise to Bec and the kids for being away for so much of my time here at Parliament. I have missed a lot and 

they have missed a lot. One good thing about moving to Geraldton and running for the seat of Geraldton is that I get 

to spend more quality time with my family. I know all of us suffer from that; I am no orphan. My thanks not only to 
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Bec and the kids, but also to my mum, who is sitting up the back there as well. She has had to be the de facto father. 

She has many times been the babysitter extraordinaire and the taxidriver and done all those things. She does the 

ironing as well! I was just telling Hon Stephen Dawson about mum’s ironing abilities and the fact that the shirts 

disappear and come back clean, laundered and ironed, and I can put them on and look half decent—fantastic! 

Just quickly, without any criticism, people do not understand the amount of time that regional members in such large 

electorates of Parliament spend away from their families. If there is one thing I can say to anyone outside this place 

who seeks to criticise what we do here, it is this: understand that we spend a lot of time away from our families and 

our loved ones. We do it willingly, on their behalf and on behalf of the electorate, but it is nonetheless time spent 

away. When we miss assemblies and birthdays and things like that, it erodes a bit of the meaning of this job. 

I will leave members with a quote that I have based my life on. I read it at my grandfather’s funeral and I will read 

it here today. It is a poem by Thomas Mordaunt, The Call. It was written in the mid-eighteenth century, during the 

Seven Years War. One stanza runs like this — 

Sound, sound the clarion, fill the fife, 

Throughout the sensual world proclaim, 

One crowded hour of glorious life 

Is worth an age without a name. 

One last bit, Mr President, as you are not going to be here much longer: I know how you love a great roast, so 

I have for you some of the Foodbank “Lamb Legends” mint sauce that Don Hancey made for our first crack at it. 

This is my parting gift to you. 

[Applause.] 

__________ 

 


