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service more eflicient? it we do, may we not
hope that the suceess which is so vital, so
necessary for the happiness of our people,
of whose destinies we are¢ the gunardians,
will be the reward that Providence will give
to those who have proved themselves worthy
of it?

MR. RODOREDA (Rouebourne) [6.10]:
It is not my intention to delay the House
unduly, as 1 know hon. members are wait-
ing to discuss highly important legislation
which is to be brought down; but I would
like to offer a few comments on the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech. Before doing so—as
congratulations seem to be the order of the
day—I wounld like to add mine to those
already offered to the leaders of the van-
oug parties in this House, and also to your-
self, Mr. Speaker. Again, T must thank the
member for Nedlands (Hon. N. IXeenan) for
hiis references to the new members of the
Chamber. As a matter of fact, T myself had
thought of congratulating the House upon
the number and also upon the calibre of the
new members, more especially as we tend
to bring new viewpoints into the delibera-
tions of the Chamber, I trust that some
at least of our suggestions may he deemed
worthy of consideration by members older
in political and parliamentary experience. I
do not see anvthing to lead me to believe
that the older members of the Chamber have
a monopoly of brains, and I consider that
the opinions of new members should be
accorded a little more than the usual mild
tolerance which ordinarily greets them. Be-
fore proceeding to discuss matters con-
nected with the North-West generally and
my electorate particularly, I desire to refer
to the appointment of Sir James Mitehell
as Lieut.-Governor. Various protests have
heen uttered in this Assembly, and T desire
to add mine to them., In the Speech the
Lieut.-Governor stresses the need for most
stringent economy. To me it seems anoma-
lous that the person who is the Govern-
ment’s instrument for announcing sueh a
policy should be the means of inecreasing
the State’s expenditure by a sum of about
£2,000 per annum, and, further wmay
prove the means—not through himself but
through his appointment to the office—of
increasing that expenditure by a sum of up
to £4,000 per annum. T am given to under-
stand that the Imperial Government, in ap-
pointing Sir James Mitchell to the office,
stated that they did so without prejudice

to their right to appoint a foreign Gov-
ernor.

Members: What?

Mr. RODOREDA: I mean, a Governor
from outside the State.

Mr. Raphael: The Governor we have is
pretty foreign to our wavs of thinking,

Mr. RODOREDA: T ask hon. members
to note that there is nothing personal in
this protest, which is directed merely
against the manner in which the appoint-
ment has been made. Surely it is extra-
ordinary that Western .Australia shonld be
led into suech expenditure without having a
say in the matter at all. Indeed, it would
he a graceful aet on the part of the Im-
perinl Government lo send along a cheque
for the Governor's salary. 1 trust that later
there will he an cpportunity to disecuss the
matier at greater length. May I congratu-
late the mewmber for Nedlands (Hon. N.
Keenan) on his speech, though certainly on
many points T cannot agree with him, as,
for instance, that we have to depend wholly
and solely on our export industries to im-
prove the condition of the State. 1 ean
quite conceive nf a point bheing reached
where, even if we cut our produnction costs
down to the minimum, we would not be
ahle to sell at a profit in the world’s mar-
kets. The member for Nedlands stated that
we had no control whatever over the priees
of our primary products sold ahroad. Un-
questionably that is so, and therefore his
whole argument amounts to saving that if
those oversea prices are less than our pro-
fduction costs, we must produce at a loss.
That seems to me not a policy which eounld
be followed with any wisdom. This is all
I have to say at present upon the speech
of the memher for Nedlands. The member
for Gaseovne (Mr. Wisge) touched on
North-Western matters as a whole. T pro-
pose to o somewhat into detail.

Sifting suspended from G.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. RODOREDA: 1 admit fhat the
North-West presents a hig problem to any
Governmenf, but not, T submif, an insup-
erable problem if it he tackled sympathet-
ically. The North-West rlepends mainly on
the pastoral industry, and will do so for
some considerable time to come. There are
other industries up there, chiefly mining
and pear! fishing., All the various indus-
tries should meet with svmpathetic treat-
ment from the Government, inasmuch as the
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conditions there are so different from those
obtaining in the southern part of the State.
To start with, our isolation presents a big
problem. The major portion of the North-
West is more isolated from the south of
this State than is the State itself isolated
from the Commonwealth, That should be
borne in mind., I wish to bring under the
notice of the Government the necessity for
a reappraisement of the leases in the North.
The population there is steadily decreasing,
largely beeause of the same factors as have
eaused the loss of employment in the South,
namely, the introduction of machinery.
The bulk of the transport up there is done
by motor vehicles, and the station owners
have to use their motor cars in the manage-
ment of their propertics. This makes it
possible to dispense with the great bulk
of the cmployees. The leases were pre-
viously appraised chiefly on their proximity
to port. In the instance of my electorate
this appraisement basis has lost its value,
inasmuch as the jetty has been destroyed
and has not heen replaced. This re-appraise-
ment proposal has been put up to successive
Governments, but without avail. On the last
occasion the present Leader of the Opposi-
tion received a deputation in  Roebourne,
and said it could not possibly be done. An
alternative suggestion was that the Govern-
ment should pay a snbsidy towards the
lighterage costs of getting goods into and
out of port. This also was turned down,
and nothing more was heard of it by the
residents 1 my electorate until, on the eve
of the clections, the late Government of
their own initiative, deeided to grant this
concession, I have no fault to find with
the coneession: it should have heen granted
years ago, when first asked for; hut the
way in whieh 1f was ultimately granted
made it purely a monetary gift to the elec-
tors in my constitueney. I do not suppose
the fact that the election was approaching
had anything to do with it, but that 15 how
it worked out. And instead of making this
subsidy begin from the date on which it was
announced, the late Government ‘made it
tetrospective fo August last, which as /I
say, was purely a monetary gift from the
Government to the electors. The Iate
Government put through an amendment of
the Land Aect providing for an extension
of the leases. Nothing more ddetrimental
to the North and North-West could have

been put on the statute-book. The country
up there is capable of carrying three times
the present population, by which I mean the
number of men on their own holdings. The
greater portion of the land leased is not
being used by the lessees, and especially in
the coastal areas the country could carry at
least three or four times the number of
station owners. If a man were to seeure the
lease of a property on whiech he could run
12,000 or 15,000 sheep he could employ
a number of men, and do better for him-
selt than the holders of bigger stations
have been able to do for themselves. Then
I should like to bring before the Govern-
ment the necessity for applying the Closer
Settlement Aect to various parts of the
North-West, more particularly around the
town of Onslow. No vegetables ¢can be grown
in Onslow, and so the place is dependent on
vegetables sent up from Perth. Yet witlun
20 miles of the port there is abundant land
on whieh to grow vegetahles. The trouble
is the people cannot get the use of that land.
It s a scandal that we shounld have to 1m-
port all omr vegetables from the South.
The late Government brought down a Bill
to restrict the output from the pearling in-
dustrv. It is a debatable point whether
the restriction has increased the price of
shell, but there is no shadow of doubt that
the method emploved for the restrietion of
shell has increased the cost of fishing that
shell. The method adopted was to reduce
the output of each hoat, which necessarily
means that if the output of a hoat capable
of fishing 10 or 12 tons per season, is re-
duced to six or seven tons, her fishing costs
are increased.

Mr. Ferguson: What was the alternative?

AMr. RODOREDA: To reduce the num-
ber of hoats

Mr. Ferguson: That i1s what vour people
objected to.

Mr, RODOREDA: Please do not think
I am hlaming any particnlar Government
for their treatment of the North-West, T
am hlaming all past Governments. In my
view we are here to get consideration for the
North fiom whatever Government may he
in power, and I think I can say the Govern-
ment will hear more about the North-West
during the next three ycars than has been
heard down here ab any time previously.
As I have said, the method of restriction
of the output of shell has inercased the cost
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of fishing that shell. I have just reccived
from a wmaster pealer a letter reading as
follows :—

There are no restrictions at Darwin, there-
fore it is no advantage to restrict our boats
here to a tonnage, and would only tend to

force us to send our boats to Darwin, which
would he a great loss to our State.

I might also mention that at the present
time on the seven boats licensed here, there are
14 white men emploved, but if the 7-ton limit
is adhered to these men will he on the labour
market, #s it would be impossible to work the
hoats at a profit and keep them on.

As you know, we are trying the white diver
experiment here, and it looks as though he ig
going to make a success of it. Young Jones
haq only three months’ diving last year, and
1 think if he is left ulone thig vear he will get
cight tong, and T feel confident that next yvear
he will beat the Japs, and I do not see why
we cannot work all white divers if we got the
right men and trained them. which would mean
keeping more money in the country, as the
Jap divers are the only members of the crew
thwt take much out. |

We have seen the introduction of the white
diver in the industry. Previously it was
said he could not possibly compete with
the Japs, that he could not do the work.
BBui it 1s now proved that he can, and I
suggest to the Government that instead of
renewing all the Japanese licenses next year,
they should repew a portion of them and
give a percentage to white divers. This
would give a start to the system of em-
ploving white divers exclusively. Last year
we had one boat manned exelusively by
whites and the fact that the men have all
gono back again this year suggests that they
were well satisfied with the conditions. Van-
ous mistakes have heen made in the North-
West for want of knowledge of local eon-
ditions. More particularly has this been
so in construction work, amongst the engi-
necring branch. In support of this I quote
the fiasco of the Beadon jetty, a jetty con-
structed after some nine months surveyving
by so-called competent surveyors and engi-
neers. After construction it was found that
the jetty was against the run of the tide,
and when the jetty had been bashed about
by a few steamers, the Harbour and Lights
Department would no longer allow steamers
to berth at the jetty, escept on the ebb tide,
thus making practically another tidal port
on the coast. This could very easily have
been avoided had the engineers taken notice
of persons with local knowledge, bul they
will never do that. Anpother finsco was the
water supply provided at Beadon, again by

supposed competent engineers, After about
three months the water turned out fo he as
salt as the sea, and within the last six
months the people have been paying 4s.
per 100 gallons for fresh water carted
around to them by a1 motor truck. The Gov-
ernment were so disgusted with the position
that they handed the water supply over to
the road hoard free of the capital
cost, and since then the road hoard
has received a sznhsidy from the Gov-
ernment, with the result that after ex-
periment they have solved the water pro-
blem. 1t is appalling to consider the losses
oceasioned and the money wasted by the
Main Roads Board in constructing reads in
the North-West, again, through want of local
knowledge and hecause the different condi-
tion prevailing in the North-West were not
considered. The same specifications were
applied to works there that are applied to
main roads around the eity. Had that work
been left to the loeal aunthorities, hundreds
of miles of usable roads would have been
constructed in lien of the few odd milez of
road that now adorn or detract from the
heanty of the surroundings. The member
tor Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan) spoke of
the need for reducing production costs.
There again, the varving conditions ought
to be considered, especially in regard to the
license fees charged for motor trueks. There
has heen a big agitation throunghout the
North-West to have the Traflfiec Act reviewed
—I refer to the heavy traffie charges-—ipas-
much as the bulk of the work in the North-
West is geasonal and comprises mainly wool
carting, which takes place from May tll
towards the end of tHe year. Consequently
track owners have to license their vehicles
for the full vear. Theyr license for the last
six months of one vear and the first six
months of the next year, hecause their ve-
hicles have to be used in the fwo periods.
Thev get no benefit from the half-yearly
licensing arrangement. They should be ai-
lowed to license in quarterly instead of six-
raonthly periods. The charges also are too
heavy. We get no hencfit from the heavy
license fees paid. We have no roads to
travel on, and after an ineh of rain motors
cannot get through the countrv for a week.

Mr. Latham: All the money paid in
license fees goes to the local authority. Tt
does not come down here.

Mr. RODOREDA: That does not help
the producer. The carter cannot cut his
costs when he has to pay excessive license
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fees.  The few pounds paid to the read
board would net help mueh in the way
of road construction. Those men have to
travel 200 or 300 miles with their loads.
Thers 1is u great ogitation in the
North-West for adequate medical ser-
vice and hospital faeilities. The Leader
of the Opposition is well aware of
what we have to put up with in the
way of medical service. After his last
visit, we understood that conditions would
be improved, but not much has been done
vet. A scheme wag suggosted, to be worked
in conjunction with the Australian Inland
Mission. I would like to hear something
from the Government about that proposal.
People will not stay in the North-West un-
less they can get adequate medical atten-
tion, especially for the women and children.
They are mostly isolated; some of them are
200 miles from the port, and sometimes
when they get to the port there is an in-
competent man in charge, or the hospital
is not up to standard. The late Govern-
ment hit on a brilliant seheme of economy
by leasing the hospitals to subsidised mat-
rons. Consequently, where we had two
nurses at the Roebourne hospital, we now
have one lady who is not under the con-
trol of the doctor appointed and subsidised
by the Government. The doctor has no eon-
trol over the hospital, and I leave members
to imagine the result. If the doctor and
matron are not good pals, the patients suf-
fer. It is time that state of affairs was
altered. There would be quite an uproar
if the scheme were adopted in the city
where the people could make themselves
heard. I agree with the member for North-
East I'remantle on the question of eduea-
tion. Not nearly enough money is being
spent in the right direction. It is diffieult
for the Government to find any more money
for education, but the people who are belp-
ing to develop the country should have
greater consideration than they receive at
present. The subsidy to the Umversity
amounts to £18,000 or £20,000, and L do not
see mueh benelit being derived from it. We
are turning out a lot of students with de-
grees of law and medicine, ete., and later
on half of them go out and break stones
on the roadside for sustenance. The money
could be better expended in providing Uni-
versity scholarships. A free University is
all very well when we can afford if, but I
cannot see why people who ean afford to
pay for their children’s education at the

University should participate in the benefit
of the £20,000 provided by the Government
while the children in the backblocks are
neglected. To-duy T made a request for a
monitress for the Beadon school, but be-
canse the number of children in attendance
was one or two helow the total stipulated
by regulation, no monitress could he sup-
plied. That request eould be met at no
great cost to the Government and it would
be of great bencfit to the children attending
the school. The member for Gaseoyne (M.
Wise) mentioned the royalty charged on
kangaroo skins, This seems to be =a
somewhat humorous matter to members,
though not to the people engaged in
the industry., The anomalous position
exists that mno royalty is charged on
skins shipped from the Hedland distriet.
but rovalty is charged on skins from ad-
Jjoining -districts. That difference is due
simply to the faet that the member for Pil-
bara was more active when the subject was
under discussion and secured the exemption
of his distriet. No declaration 15 required
regarding skins shipped from Hedland, no
matter where they are obtained, but skins
shipped from Roebourne are charged royal-
ty.

Alv, Ferguson: We veduced the royalty
30 per cent.

Mr. RODOREDA: That helps us, but it
does not reduce the price where no royalty
is charged. We have the ridiculons posi-
tion that the Government charge a rovalty
on kangaroo skins on which the vermin
hoards up to a few months ago were paying
Gd. each, which amount his since been re-
duced to 4d. The vermin board were treat-
ing kangaroos as vermin and paid 4d. for
their externiination, and out of the 4d. the
Government take 2d. rovalty, One might
as well tax the rabbits down south.

Mr. Ferguson: We would willingly, if we
could get rid of them,

Mr, RODOREDA : The hon. member will
not get rid of the kangaroos by penalising
the man who goes out hunting them. In.
quiry should be warranted into the industry
of tanning and disposing of the skins. Ame-
rica has a complete monopoly of the trade,
and I do not see why she should have it,
There are great tanning works in England,
and we also have tanning works in this
Siate, The price charged for the tanned
skir. is out of all proportion to the price
paid to the bunter of the skin. Mining is
the only bright spot in my electorate on
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which I ecan congratnlate the Gov-
ernment. The preseat Government bave
assisted greatly both with the institu-
tion of the prospecting scheme and with the
provision of crushing facilities. The mem-
her for Nedlands mentioned that gold was
of such great value to the State owing toj
forces outside our control. The same thing
could equally well be said of wool if its
price went up, but that does not alter
the fact that, without the assistance of
the mining industry in the last two years,
this State would he in a bhad position in-
deed. I do not think members representing
southern constituencies fully realise how
greatly the gold mining industry has helped
the State. It is not only the number of
men employed on the mines that we have
to consider; we have to take into aeccount
the hundreds of men secattered throughout
the gold-bearing areas, chasing the weight.
Ot them, no proper record is made in the
official returns. A considerably larger num-
her of men would be on sustenance in the
North-West if it were not for the little gold
being found there. In my district 1 believe
there will be bhig developments within the
nest 12 months. There 1s auriferous
counfry at least 200 miles Jong that
has not yet been prospected, and no
assistance to the industry can .be too
great, I congratulate the Government
and the Minister for JMines on the
prospecting scheme.  Why other Gov-
ernments have not taken aection :in the
matter, T am at a loss to understand. The
loss of fthe jetty at Roehourne needs to he
reviewed. Bight years ago the jetty was
Ilown away, sinee which bime the people in
my electorate served by that jefty have paid
£25,000 in lighterage charges. That is a
very large sum for a population of fewer
than 300 people who were served by the
jetty. That amount has been paid mainly
by people in the pastoral industry. Any
assistance the Government can give io
remedy this disability should be forthcom-
ing. Tf the Government are seeking big
works on which to employ men, I ean sug-
gest no better scheme than that put up
seven or eight vears ago, namely, to build
the jetty agamn at Sampson. The money
would be expended mainly in labour. There
is enough stone within a square mile to build
five or six jetties or hreakwaters, and all
ihat would be necessary would be the pro-

vision of a locomotive, some rails, and a few
trucks. I suggest that the Government
consider the matter when searching for
schemes on whieh to employ men.  The
great burden pressing on the industries of
the North-West, particularly the primary
industries, is that of interest. This applies
equally to the farming industry. It is the
greatest burden our industrics have to bear.
I do not see how they can possibly carry
on unless that burden is reduced. I am in
a position to state that a few stations with
no interest hill to pay have made profits
every year in the last four years, which
covers the pertod of the lowest price for
wool. The interest burden, however, 1s kill-
ing other stations. They are all over-capi-
talised, but the financial firms interested
will do nothing to help them in this direc-
tion. The writing-down of debts is neces-
sary, and many people will have to lose
money that was foolishly advanced when
the market was at the peak. No industry
can carry on under such terrific burdens. I
amn pleased to see reference was made to this
in the Speech, and I hope the Government
will do all they can to reduce this interest
barden on primary products. I hope that,
in any legislation that is brought forward,
consideration will be given to the varied con-
ditions applying to the North-West, This
is a vital matter for the people there. Most
of the blunders which have heen perpet-
rated in the past have eome about hecause
this wns not taken into consideration. The
people of the North-West contend they have
not received value from the Government for
the taxation imposed upon them. This
covers all Governments. They have not re-
ceived value for the money they have been
called upon to pay. Great dissatisfaction
is expressed everywhere in the North-West
because of this, and, unless a change is
effected, an agitation will arise for the for-
mation of a new Stale up there. We have
just as much right to demand secession from
the southern portion of the State as West-
ern Australia has to demand to secede from
the Commonwealth. I notice that one of
the papers which was most active during
the secesston campaign scouts the right of
the North-West to decide for itself whether
it should secede or not. If we follow the
argument to its logical conelusion, the whole
of Australia should have taken part in the
referendum held in Western Australia. 1f
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we as a State have a right to secede from
the Commonwealth, the North-West has a
right by its own vote to determine whether
it shall remain a part of Western Australia
or establish a new State.

MR. WARNER (Mt. Marshall) [8.3]: L
have already conveyed my congratulations
to you, Sir, upon your accession to the
high olfice of Speaker. I will now deal
with a few items which I think should be
looked into by the Government belore we
can bring about a rehabilitation of the
wheat and wool industries. As I have been
returned as the representative of the chiet
wheat-growing econstitueney of Western
Australia, I trust some notice will be taken
of my remarks. There is great suffering,
it will be admitted, amongst primary
producers, The greatest problem the Gov-
ernment have to tackle is that of the far-
mers’ debts.  Until this is solved, the
farming industry  will  not  function
smoothly. Whilst it remains in its pres-
ent unsatisfaetory condition, the whole
State must suffer too. [t is of national
importance that this problem should be
solved, and T trust the Government will
look upon it in that light. Due to the fall
in the priee of primary products, the pro-
ducer has lost all power to meet his obli-
gations. His assets have depreciated to
such an alarmming degree that he is forced
to view his property more as a lability
than as an asset. His enuity has disap-
peared. He has not received sufficient for
hig products to enable him to pay his way.
If something is not done in the near future
to relieve the situation, the whole industry
will be engulfed. In my view a board of
inquiry should be constituted, free from
Government, debtor or ereditor influences,
so that unbiassed recommendations may
be made to Cabinef. In all cases of ac-
crued debt there should be a writing down
to manageable proportions. Every ease
should be thoroughly investigated, com-
pound interest should be stopped, and in-
terest in general should be brought down
to the lowest possible level. It should be
the aim of the Government to enable pri-
mary production to compete on the basis
of world’s parity prices. To bring this
about the eost of production must come
down. The writing down or freezing of
debts or liabilities would greatly assist to
this end. There should be fewer charges

against the crop. If this were brought
about, the farmer would have greater heart
to proeeed with future eropping. He would
make every endeavour to retrieve the posi-
tion, and would have his heart in his
work. The result would be better erops
to the acre. Something must he done rto
assist along these lines. When that hap-
pens it will mean that the industry will
be put on a payable basis, and once we
arrive at that stage we shall be taking the
first step ont of our troubles. The farmer,
too, must have greater security of tenure.
He is passing through times unparalleled
in history, and is the vietim of eircumstan-
ces over which he had no control. He has
the haunting fear of being dispossessed of
his property. That is confronting nearly
every farmer, and must be removed. 1t
is a harmful factor against good work
heing done on the farm. Whilst he faces
that we can never expeet him to carry on
and do good work. He does not know
from month to month whether he is going
to remain on his farm or be obliged to
accept the dole. Tt is not enough to tell
h'm. as he was told by Ministers in the
last Government, that whilst he does his
hest and plays the game, he has nothing to
to fear. Bitter experience has tanght him
otherwise, That iz not sufficient protection
for him. He was told that the Mortga-
gees’ Rights Restrietion Act and the Far-
mers’ Debts Adjustment Aet would give
him all the security he wanted, but he
finds that is not so, The Farmers’ Debts
Adjustment Aet will not assist him. Onee
a creditor has decided there is no further
advantage in carrying on a farmer, the
stay ovder is allowed to lapse, the law is
allowed to take its ordinary course, and
he is thrown upon the goodwill of the
creditors. Some security must be given to
the farmers. If his debts are frozen he
will have that muech seeurity. In most of
the holdings the farmers have invested
their life savings, and puf in years of hard
work. Tn many cases they have carved
out a national asset from the virgin bush.
It is the moral right of them all to de-
mand seeurity of tenure, and I hope con-
sideration will be given to that matter.
A man must have a reasonable living allow-
ance from the products of his labour. It
has been the age-long right of a man to
participate in the fruitz of his lahonr. No
farmers should be denied this. Why



