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the land; we wanf population more than
anything else; the country is pining for
people. If we can get them here we have
‘to put ihem on the land, and it is a bad
thing in the interests of this couniry
whilst endeavouring to place people on
the land Lo lead them to believe that fur-
ther burdens will be placed on the
shoulders of those on the land. Because
every man that goes on the land hopes
not always to vemain the holder of merely
a few acres. It is ambition that makes
the world go round, and it is ambition
that is going 1o wmake this couniry. 1
hope the natural ambition of man, and
-man’s individuality are not going to be
smothered by any legislation to be passed
through the House. It is the natural
.ambition of man to go forward, and it is
the opiimist who makes the country, and
not the pessimist; il is the man with a
belief in the country, the man who is pre-
pared to go out on to the land and open
it up. But that man goes there, not with
a view of remaining all his life the owner
of a few acres, bul with a natural ambi-
tion {0 get on; and if in a few years
time he finds he requires a thousand

acres instead of one hundred acres, [ say -

he should have those thousand acres, and
should not be at once weighted down by
taxation or some other form of oppres-
sion. Unfortanalely that appears to be
the object of many I have heard on the
sunject. 1 hope the present Government
will vever introduce to this Parliament
measures which have in view the erushing
of the ambiiion of the individual or the
crushing of the individuality of the
people of this ecountry. If the Govern-
ment do vot do that, if they desire to for-
ward the progress of this country by
helping to push it up instead of pulling
il down. I can assure them they will have
my nssistance, and, I feel confideni, the
assistance of all members on this side
of the House. T would not eall it a waste
of time speaking on ihis motion, seeing
that it affords members an opportunity
of speaking generally on matters refer-
ring to the State; but at the same time I
think it unnecessary to unduly prelong
speeches in addressing the Honse on this
motion. Tt is not my intention to delay

hon. members any further on this ocea-
sion. 1 trust that their deliberations
under your guidance, Mr. Speaker, may
be to the best advantage of Western Aus-
tralia and may be carried on without heat
or aerimony.

Mr. DWYER (Perth) : T rise with
a considerable amount of diffidence to ad-
dress this Assembly for the first time.
However, 1 hope te have the indulgence
of hon. members, nol perhaps with regard
to the matier of what I say, but rather
the mmanner, which I hope may be par-
doned in a new member addvessing an
angust Assembly presiding over the des-
tiny of Western Australia. As the result
of the recent elections we have heard the
counirvy pronounee its decision in no un-
certain voice. We have had the lahour
side returned with a hunge majority, and
the anti-labour side retuwrned with shat-
lered forces. No doubt there are many
rauses Lo which we may attribute this
erushing defeat of what was the Minister-
1al party, but I belive the chief amongst
these causes was that termed the Redis-
tribution of Seats Act, an Aect termed
“redistribution,” buat which really meant
retribution upon the heads of those whe
were the authors of its being. “Built” as
it was “in the eclipse and rigg’d with
curses dark,” deep and profound as were
the methods of politieal enginéering which
hurried and manouvred that Bill through
the Assemblv, the persons who were the
authors of it reaped af the hands of the
electors the just rewavd of their pains,
But in addition to that Bill. which the
peopile looked npon as an outrage of their
constitutionnl prineiples and liberties, and
indeed an outraze of the decency of com-
mon Parliamentary unsage, another, and
a very powerful factor in the defeat,
was the increase in Ministers' salaries,
or, to speak more correctly, the manner in
whieh that increase was effected. T have
no hesitation in saxing that praetically
all the eountry was in the dark as to these
inercases until it leaked out towards the
end of the campaign for the general elee-
tions just passed.  Ministers inereased
their salaries by the very dubious and
questionable method of remodelling an Act
and dropping a few sections of that Aet,
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which to the uninitiated would be left
quite unnoticed. The dropping of these
sections was really the cloaking of the
purpose in hand; because the people them-
selves did not know that by the faet of
Ministers being members of Parliament,
as well as oceupying fhe Treasury
bench, they were entitled to receive £300
in addition to their Ministerial salaries.
When. however, the eountry found out
whal had been done a shout of indignation
went up, and rang rvound the ears of
Ministerial candidates during the contest
just finished. ln decent government and
decent administration 1 think the public
should always be taken into the full and
complete confidence of the Ministry in
power. More especially is that so in a
matter atfecting themselves personally,
such as this was. Another matter whiech
I think had a great inflnence over the
result of the recent elections was the high
cost of living. which the people attributed,
and to a great extent rightly, to the un-
sympathetic natnre of the past Adminis-
tration. The cost of living is an item
which must always be taken into con-
sideration when wages are being fixed,
and as such it is almost of equal import-
ance Lo the daily wage paid to the work-
ing man. Beeause, after all, it is of
very little use to raise a man's wages
if the inerease is to be all swallowed
up in the purchase of (He necessi-
ties of life. The cost of living has
been inecreased. and that not by natural
but by artificial eauvses. If it had heen
due to natural causes we would have had
to bear it as well as we conld, but when
Lhe gost of living is increased by arfificial
canses I submit it is the duty of any
Covernment to do what they can, first of
all to investizate those causes, and, if they
can be removed, fo remedy the evil hy
having those eauses removed. The rcost
of livinz. or of the necessities of life, in
Western Australia as compared with the
cost of living in the other States was out
of all propertion, and there was no logiea!
ov natural reason why we should be pay-
ing =0 much more than was being paid in
the Fastern States: in fact the whole of
evidence on this guestion seemed to show
that there was some influence at work

produeing the artificial cause of the high
cost of living. The members of the past
Administrvation did not concern themselves
in the least about this artificial cause.
They were troubled- rather with having
the country so mapped out or distributed
as to ensure their own return to power;
and the people looked at the matter and
considered they were heing dealt with un-
fairly by the neglect to take this artificial
couse into acconnt. I am glad to hear
now that one of the first acts of the
present Administration was to institute
an investizalion into the causes producing
Lhis inereased cost of living': and knowing,
as | do, the gentlemen oceupying the Trea-
sury hench, and realising that they have
so mueh at heart the intervests of the
country, I feel sure that if it be found
possible to remove these artificial causes
they will he removed, and the peo-
ple will obtain the necessities of life
at something like reasonable prices.
T have stated that the eost of living was
an item or element to be considered when
wages were being fixed or apportioned,
and we know. too, that the day is past
when the wages were a mere malter of
supply and demand. T think it will be
coneeded even hy hon. members on the
oiher side of the House that wages shonld
not be in this conniry of ours a maltter
of mere supply on the one hand and de-
mand on the other, and the time has
arrived in our conception of economies
when the Jaw of supply and demand, as
applied fo the wages of the working man,
must disappear for ever from our school.
TWhat really is and must be the basis and
fhe irreducible minimum is not the law
of supply and demand, but rather what
it costs to maintain in decent comfort a
working man having family interests at
stake. When this working man with a
family to mainlain and support finds that
he has fo pay a good deal more for the
necessaries of life than he ought to nnder
normal conditions. it is time to call out
for an amelipration of the existing set of
circumstances, for, after all, if the wages
he is getting have not the purchasing
power they had a few years ago, and uno
increase has taken place, he is bound to
be worse off; therefore, while it has been
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necessary fo increase the minimum wage
of the employees in the railways in order
that they may maintain their families in
comfort, had the cost of living been taken
into account, and had it been recognised
that there were artificial condiiions exist-
ing which should not exist, it would nol
have been necessary,to heap this extra
burden on the community. I find also
that the Government iutend to introduce
an amendment of the Arbitration Aet,
and I hope that the fixing of a minimum
wage on some such reasonable or seientific
basis as I have mentioned will be taken
into aceount, and that alse some power
will be given to the court whereby they
can grade employees, fixing not only the
minimum wage but also inereasing the
minimum by gradations to correspond
with the years of service, experience, and
capabilities of the man whose case the
eourt is, for the time being, considering.
The Government announce their infention
of introducing a measure to remedy the
existing set of circumstances as regards
the Public Service appeal board, and
never was a remedy morve needed. With-
out reflecling in the slightest degree on
the present Public Service Commissioner,
I do say that it was ridicnlons in the ex-
treme and unjust, not only to the oceu-
pant of the position but much more to
ihe public service at large, that he should
have been compelled to sit as judge on
cases which he had alveady decided. The
{wo others who sat with him represented
the respective parties to the appeal, and
the Public Service Commissioner oecupied
the ridiculous position of being arbiter
of cases he had already adjudicated upon.
I am very pleased to find from the
Speech that this, at any rvate, will be
amended. There are many grievances of
the public service which T hope will be
taken into consideration at the same time.
I think that every larse employer of,
labour—and the Government in their ve-
lation io the publie service are employers
of labowr—should make some provision
whereby a gratuity, or pension, or mone-
tary econsideration of some kind should
be paid to an employee on his retirement,
or to his widow or dependants if he dies
whilst in the service. That should he

done not only by the Goverment but by
every large employer, and 1 hope that the
Government wil] set an example to others
in tbis matter. Under the Public Service
Act as it stands now we find that sowme
provision is made for insurance but this
provision is nof at all adequate, and 1
believe that in many jnstances it is being
entively neglected. The provision for in-
surance may al the most give a man, who
has spent his whole life in the service, a
sum of £200 to retire upon and last himn
to the end of his days. That is altogether
inadequate, and I {rust that ihe Covern-
ment will take this maiter into cousidera-
tion when framing the amendments, and
see if somelhing cannot be done wheieby
either a deecent vefiring allowance will be
paid, or n systew of pensions, based on
some seleniific principle, will he earried
into effect. There are many ways of
doing that, amongst them contributions
from the service and, perhaps, {rom the
Government, but this is a detail whicl:
ean be left {o the Government and their
officers.  All T urge is that the Govern-
ment should in this matter set a prowpt
example fo private employers. It is not
a mere matter of generosity, hut rather
a matter of justice to employees who have
done long service, or who have died in
harness. I nofice that the Governmenf.
intend also to mtroduce an amendment to
the Early Closing Act. This amendment
comes not a day too soon. Whilst in the
Eastern States it has been customary for
some considerable time past, at any rate
in the capital cities, that the employees
in the shops should get their Saturday
afternoon free, the custom here, except
for a brief interreguum, has been all the
other way about. I have never been able
to see any reason why these shop assist-
ants should be treated in this matter iu
any way dilferent from other wage
earners. There is no reason why they
should not have their Saturday afternoons
free when evervbody is having themn free.
The present Wednesday aflernoon closing
is a sort of hybrid arrangement, being
neither a holiday nor a working day.
Both employers and employees are agreed
in advocating the abolifion of the Satur-
day opening, and I hope that in a very
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short time we will find the shop assistants,
and others in similar occupations, econ-
ceded this right, so that they can enjoy
their week-end holidays just the same as
employees in other avocations. Every-
body in this community finds it necessary
duoring the summer months, with the hot
days and tepid nights, to have a week-end
respite for vest and enjoyment. Hitherto
the shop assistants have been debarred
from this, and T shall be pleased to see a
measure introduced by which they will
be able to take the same advantages as
other people of the natural resources of
river and sea which this City possesses.
T should have liked fo have seen soma
reference in the Speech to the early
establishment of the University, but I
understand that matter is being assidu-
ously pursned by the Government at the
present time. I am anxious to see this
- ecoping stone placed on owr educational
establishment. We have a large enough
population io support a university now;
many of the universities at the present
time most noted throughont the world
were established with small beginnings,
and not as great a prospect of success as
we have in Western Australia to-day.
After all, it is not ueeessary ihat we
should have buildings in order to estab-
lish a wniversity, because a university is
not a thing of bricks and mortar but
rather of human beings and souls. Tt
will not be necessary for ws lo wait till
we can afford extensive grounds and an
elaborate type of buildings, If we have
the growing youth of this State to receive
education in the higher educational walks,
even in such bwldings as we have at
present at our disposal, and take such
other measures fo instruct them as we
can with our present meagre resourees,
we will find our university established.
Let us leave to the future the elaborata
grounds and trappings and dress which
belong to university culture of a high
order, and let us get together a university
of living, palpitating heings, and every-
thing else will come in time. We must
have this university in order to correlate
all the stages of our present system of
education. We have now our primary
and secondary schools, and all we want

to complete the educational edifice is the
university. We must have that correlation
so that a boy beginning at the kinder-
garten and going through the primary
and secondary schools may finish at the
university, and, if neeessary, go in for
rezeareh work.
Sititng suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
Mr. DWYER: 1 was referring to the
matter of university education. T will
just econclude my remarks on that point
by stating that I hope when the new Uni-
versity is established it will be made abso-
lutely free to all who can avail themw-
selves of the education there offered. I
make the qualifieation of being able to
avail themselves of the education there
offered, becanse I think there must be
some limit or other, and the limit I would
place is this—that the boy or youth who
would take advantage of this free uni-
versily system should be able to display
some mark or characferistic that would
indicate that he will be able to reap the
full advantage of the expenditure of the
State in organising, eqnipping, and estab-
lishing this University. There is a matter
in the Governo’s Speech which peculiarly
and particularly affects me as the repre-
sentative of Perth in this House, that is,
the Bill which is to be introduced to amend
the Local Courts Act. This may seem a
small matter, but inasmuch as it affects
everv trader and every business person in
Perth. it is a matter of grave and urgent
importanee; and not only so to Perth,
but it extends its ramifications vight
throughonut the whole of the State, par-
fieulavly in any town of importance. The
present Act and the regulations framed
under it seem to be peculiarly insli-
tuted for no other reason almost bhut to
put every obstacle in the way of a credi-
tor and put every assistance in the hands
of the dishonest debtor. In addition te
that, the proeeedings under the Act ave
s¢ cumbersome as to make it almost far-
eieal. When it is remembered that for a
debt of a few shillings or a few pounds
one has to go throngh the same method
of procedure as if the debt amounted to
hundreds, with the issue of plaints.
summonses, and affidavits and documents
of that kind; and when in additien to
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that one has to go through a more cum-
bersome form of procedure and a great
many more forms than fo issue a Supreme
Court proceeding where the amount
elaimed may run inlo thousands, it is seen
some amendment io this Aect is essential.
I think when the Act is amended it should
be endeavoured to establish if possible a
court of summary jurisdietion for very
small amounts. To have the time of the
magistrate of the loeal court taken up in
deciding claims of a few pounds seems
vidieulons and an ufter waste of publie
time and money. | hope the opinions of
the business people and of the legal prae-
titioners will be obtained in order if pos-
sible to obtain a fair and workable Aet
that will commend ifself to the legal prac-
titioners and at the same time {o the
husivess people at large. Under the pre-
sent eircumstances the lifigants who go
to the court in the form of plaintiffs have
frequently, hecanse of the rules there,
which give them small eosts—practieally
nd costs—when the amount is under ten
pounds, and no costs when the amount is
under two pounds, to pay the piper every
time, and frequently they reap no reward
whatsoever from the verdicts they receive.
T hope this Act will receive the particular
attenfion of the Ministry so that this
anomalous conditions of things may be
amended. People have heen groaning
under it, complaining about it for years
—in faet, ever since the new Aet was
passed and the new rules promalgated—
but all to no effect. Now, however, we have
a Ministry which has laid to itself the
task of remedying the evils which affeet
the eommunify, but I hope in this ecase
the remedy will be of far-reaching effect
and that we will have a local court which
is nmot only conveniently workable but
which will also enable the honest ereditor
to recover the amount due and which will
not assist the dishonest deblor to evade lis
legal and moral responsibilities. In the
matter of the proposed Criminal Appeal
Bill, we have an effort that is being made
to bring our law into consonance with the
present law in England. There they have
had a Criminal Appeal Aet passed and
estsablished for some years, and it has
been found te work well and very con-

veniently, When hon. members recollect
that, while in the case of a small amount
recovered in the loeal court or the Su-
preme Court it is possible to go to the
Full Court for an espression of opinion
and, furthermore, to go to the High Court,
and even to the Privy Couneil, and when
they also remember that when it is not a
mere matter of money but lives and per-
sons that are concerned, personmal liberty
at stake, there is no c¢hance whatsoever
for an appeal from a decision of a judge
and jury, then I think members will see
it is high time this state of things was
put an end to. Tt scems practically use-
less to state that a man’s liberty is dearer
to him than all Lis personal belongings
and possessions; yet while we find that
over his persomal belongings and posses-
stons the law places a mantle of protection
around him in the shape of appeals from
the decision of one eourt to another, where.
his personal liberty is involved in the
highest form of criminal tribunal, in a
case heard before the Supreme Court in
its eriminal jurisdiction, there is abso-
lutely no appeal whatsoever except in
a ense where a case may be stated by
the judge for the opinion of the Tull
Courl. I hope this appeal eourt will he
so established as to remedy some of the
glaring effects of the vagaries of our
juries. I am glad to see the Government
have taken the personal liberties of all
the subjects of this State into eonsidera-
tHion in establishing beyond all question
that they will have the opportunity of
bringing on appeal before the highest
tribunal in a eriminal court of appeal,
the question of guilty or not guilty in
eriminal eases. thereby helping to safe-
guard the lives and liberties of the ecitizens
of this State, The member for Moore
(Hon. H.B. Lefroy} has said ihat although
there were areal prineiples laid down in
ihe speeches delivered by members of this
parly on the hustings, he did not see any
sizns or tokens of them in the Governor’s
Speech.  The hon. member must have
heen rather hlinded by his own predis-
position in this matter. Tf he had looked
carefully into the Governor’s Speech he
would have found thal the prineiples em-
bodied in the speeches made on the hust-
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ings priov to the general elections have
been, so far at any rate as the work fo
be accomplished this session is concerned,
laid down elearly and distinetly as the line
of policy in the Governor's Speech.
Nothing ean be accomplished all at onece,
or soon; and there is no doubt that Min-
isters require time to make themselves
acquainted with the details of depari-
mental workings; but so far as it goes,
the Governor’s Speech is an announce-
ment of policy and projected legislation
which any CGovernment might be proud
of. The hon. member has also said that
the agrieultural poliecy of the Govern-
ment, particularly with respect to water
supply, would have been carried out had
the old Ministers remained in office. Ti
is all very well saying that; but, unfortu-
nately for the hon, member, facts cou-
tradict it. The Lon. member must know
guite well that the Ministers who vacated
their- positions eould have done much while
they were in office to have laken steps lo
ameliorale the conditions bronght on this
counlry by the drought we are now feel-
ing; but they did not move an inch, they
did not stir a lrand to do so.

Mr. Mitehell: You are wrong.

The Premier: The hon. member spent a
lot of money but did very little.

Mr. DWYER: There was much talk of
sympathy, bul words like everything else
are cheap. When it came to the point
of doing something and  aecomplishing
something, it was left to the Labour Min-
isters to bring into effect some remedial
measures for the velief of settlers in the
agrienltural distriets.  Not only was it
left for them to do, but they grappled
witl it al once, and one of the first steps
on taking office was to relieve the setilers
in the drought-stricken districts. The hon.
member has also said that we on this side
of the House were of the opinion that the
land should find the money for every-
thing. T do not know why the hon, mem-
ber should say that. But if be means
that the land is the primary source of all
wealth, directly and indireetly, he is cor-
rect. On the other hand, if he means that
bon. members on this side believe that
every burden should be laid on the land
and on nothing else, then he is wmerely

-
.

talking for the benefit of the settlers. in
the farming districts, or rather he is
merely talking to gain the applause of the
unthinking residents of the farming. dis-
triets; because while the land is the: pri-
mary sources, divectly or indirectly, of all
wealth, T am sure Ministers do not intend
to relieve any portion of the Siate;.or
any class of the State, from their rightful
burden of taxation. AIl must bear the
expense in connection with the carrying
on of the government of the country; and
that every effort will be made, as it has
been foreshadowed in the Covernor's
Speech, to alleviate the distress existing
in the agricultural communities, is a direct
conlradiction of the statement that mem-
bers ou this side of the House say the
Government intend to tax all the land and
let everything else escape. If fresh
burdens of taxation have to be laid, and
perhaps they may, T am sure that Min-
isters will find places whereon to rest
thew without injuring any class of the
community, and that they will have the
burden shared equally by all. T trust that
it will be found that no member on this
side of the House will, as has been sug-
gesled, endeavour to crush individuality
in any shape or form. We hope to see
the best individual, traits developed for
all they arve worth becanse ome of our
leading acts and one of our most import-
ant prineiples is that of giving equal op-
portunily fo all, and thal means nothing
if it does noi mean Lhe developmeni in al!
of that individuality which resides there,
provided the individuality is for the good
ot the community. Any good individual
trait which may be characteristic of any
person or any body of persons here will
be given fair scope to display iiself, and
if it is commendable {0 the Goverment
awd if it is for the interests of the eouniry
al large, it will be given every opportu-
nity o develop. T will eonclude by thank-
ing hon. members for the patience wiih
which they have listened to me during this
my first speech in this Assembly. We
have been singularly blessed in that we
possess a land practically fiowing with
milk and honey, a land where the reward
remains to be gained and gleaned by any-
one possessing enterprise, and a land to
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which nature has been most bountiful in
its gifts. 1 hope hon. members on both
sides of ihe House will endeavour to culti-
vate and develop the natural resources of
this country, and by so doing show that
they are lrue patriots of their counfry,
and are endeavouring so far as they can,
and econsistent with their position as
politicians on eilher side of the House,
to develop all ihe latent resources of this
conntry and make it the foremost among
the States of Australia. Since nature has
been zo kind it will be unkind on our
part not to co-operate with its efforts and
not to do what we can to develop them.
So far as members on this side of the
Housge are eoncerned---and I think I may
spealk even morve than personally—we ave
lLere representing the people with the
fixed purpose and intent of developing all
thie resources in this country for the good
of all cfasses of the community. That
will be onr object and we trust that all
members of the House will assist us
towards that end.

On motion by Mr, Mitchell, debate ad-
Jjonrned,

House adjourned at 7.50 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT toock the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motions by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY, Sessional Committees were ap-
pointed as follow:—

Standing  Orders  Committee,—The
Hon. the [President, the Chairman of
Committees, Hon, M, L. Moss, Hon. R.
Pennefather, and the mover.

Printing Committee.—The President,
Hon. W, Patrick, and the mover.
Library Committee.—The President,

Hon. W. Kingsmill, Hon, Sir J, V.
Hackett.
House  Committee—The Presideni,

Hon. Sir E, H. Wittenoom, Hon. J. .
Dodd, Hon. A. G. Jenkins, Hon. B. C.
O’Brien,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. M, L, Moss, leave
of absenee for the remainder of the ses-
sion granted to Hon. F. Connor on the
ground of urgent private business.

BILL—GAME,

Introduced, on motion by Hon. W.
Kingsmill, and read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West): Sinee the
last meeting of Parliament there has been
a geueral election, with the result, which
is well known, of a mew party having
come to power to rule the affairs of this
country for the next three years, and
as a member of a non-party House T con-
gratulate my friend, Mr. Drew, on having
assumed the responsible and onerous
position as leader, and his coileague, Mr.
Dodd, on having attained Cabinet rank.
As a resnlt of by-elections we have
amongst ns two new members, Mr. Do-
land and Mr. Davis. They come to this
Chamber as direet nominees of the La-
bour party, and I think these genitlemen,
after having had some experience of this
Chamber, will easily come to the conelu-
sion that every measure (hat comes to this
Chamber for the consideration of mem-
bers is dealt with fairly and on its merits,
irrespective of the parly responsible for
its introduetion. I congraiulate both
these gentlemen on having become mem-
bers of this House. I hope when they
have the opporiunity of knowing more
about the methods and business of this
Chamber, instead of being advocates for
a reduetion of the franchise, with a view

¥
.



