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these expressions from the Leader of the
Opposition, to ‘‘teware of the Grecks when
they come with gifts in their hands.’’

Mr, SAMPSOXN (Swan) [5.56]: T desire
first of all to thank members for the kindly
expressions of sympathy extended to me dur-
ing my rceent seriovs illness and also for
the very cordinl reception necorded me this
evening. As a stranger in the House—this
is my first appeararce—it is delightful to he
iret with so manv expressions of friendli-
ness. I hesitate to allude to one of the re-
marks made by the member for North Perth
(Mr. MacCallum Smith), but the expressions
he has vsed, embolden me because he said
that this Chamber in its altered circumstances
resembled a Garden of Eden. That being so,
one who has reeently recovercdl from a xeri-
ous illness may be permitted to throw aside
any diffidence which might otherwise be ex-
peeted of him. As members may know, I
liave the honour to be a member of the Coun-
try Party, an organisation which iz destined
to beeome and, in fact, has heeome, a preat
power in the land. T cannot help thinking
that the famous genernl of Fformer times,
Horatius, had in view perhaps the establish-
ment of the Country Party when he used
those words, ‘“Where none was for party
hut all were for the State.’’ The Country
Party, T am sure, is always for the State and
has no other ohjective than the improvement
of the conditions of the general community.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That shows yorr in-
experience.

Mr. SAMPSON: In common with the clee-
torate of Swan, which T have the honour to
represent, there are many other clectorates
which have the same difficulties to face. In
Western Australia there are over 22,000.cres
-of orchard, vineyard, and similarly cultivated
country. This area is eunltivated by men, and
in some cases by women, who are labouring
under very great disadvantages. Froil pro-
dnets imported inte Western Anstralia for
the year ended the 30th June last totalied
£209,000 in value, while the importations of
vegetables, sances, pickles, ete., represented
a total of over £166,000, and poultry and
egxs another £10,000, aggregating n all
£3%5,000. In refecring to those fizures [ desive
to point out that unfortunately the fruit-
grower is alwavs faced with a glutted market
during the fruit season. in the early part of
thig year the Williams Bou Creton or Bartlett
pears were being sent to Perth to realise as
low a price as from 1s, 6d. to 2s. per case,
and in spite of the faet that the
cost of each fruit ease was approximately
to within a fraction of a shilliog.
On each ocecasion the froitgrower has to pro-
vide a new case. This i3 one of the difficul-
ties with which he is faced. It is one of the
difficulties which it was hoped might be reme-
died. Fruitgrowing is a very important in-
dustry and members will agree it is only
reasonable that special consideration should
be cxtended towards it by the Government.
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This could have been done by the State saw-
mills supplying fruit cases at a reducad price,
but unfortunately this trading concern
charges the same price as the other saw-
nmillers.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Pickering: Beeause it is in thé com-
Line.

Mr. SBAMPSON: The speeinl difficulties
with which the fruitgrowers arve confrontod
justify the expectation that they will reccive
some relief. The dairying industry is a very
important one in many parts of the State.
It is particolarly important inasmuch as
dairy produce to the value of over £400,000
is imported into Western Anstralia  every
vear, The dairy farmer has a very hard row
to hoe and we look to the Government for
assistance in the way of money to provide
roads. Dairy farmers are nsually located in
areas where they have cither to do without
roads or torm working bhees to make roads
for themselves. Lt might be news to some
metropolitan mpmbers that, in districts as
vlose as the roard board adjoining Belmont
and one in which [ am particularly interesteq,
ratepayers have formed working hees in order
to construet a voad for themselves. They
have provided the money and the vse of
horses for this purpose,

Ay, Money: XNo tramwavs there.

Mr. SAMPSON:  Although 1 do not de-
sive to quarrel with the South Perth people
in regard to the extension of the tramways,
I propose to make refercnce to this question
later on. The people of whom I have spoken
have dene this work in order that they might
be able to get their produce to market. [
know one man whe, after paving rates to the
loval anthority for 16 vears, had to assist to
nake his own road, This is very disconrag-

ing. In the country ilistricts, however,
a remarkably  fine  spirit  prevails, a
spirit  of pluck aud  encrgy, and it

would amaze some of the people who live in
the c¢ity as it amazed me, o find how bravely
these men grapple with the problems with
which they are eonfronted. The fruiterower
is in a bad way. T have already pointed ont
how he is facod each year with a glutted
market. A voung man goes out to the coun-
try and takes up a block of land, After five
to seven years the erop begins to come in.
Meanwhile le has to support himself by
working for the local road beard or for the
alder settlors. When the crop comes in,
however; this safortunate man and his wife
find that the returns which thov receive for
their produce are disappointingly small. A
man uneeds a stout heart when he views the
small returns he gets for his lahour. 1
was conneeted with an orchard for some 14
years, and on one oceasion sent down eight

* eases of pears. The pears were sold, and in

return two penny stamps were reccived. That
was all that was got for the labour. Early
this year several soldier settlers waited on
the Darling Range road board with a re-
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quest that certain road facilities should be
provided. The work did not require much
monev and we were able to put it in hand.
One of the settlers told us that, in order to
keep the pot boiling, he had plaited toma-
toes and had sent four cases to market, He
had just reecived the returns and for the
four cases of tomatoes he receiverld a net return
of 3d. This wae at a time when the State
was importing fruit products. During the
year ,we imported fruit products in the form
of jams, jellies, tomato sauce and so on to
the value of £385,000,

The Minister for Mines: Why ?

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Because the market has
never been organised and the grower is con-
stantly confronted with a glutted market
and receives no return for his labour.

The Minister for Mines: You want to or-
ganise and put the aeid on the retailers.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is not my desire that
any exira cost should be imposed upon con-
sumers. Consumers always have to pay very
heavy prices for these products. In Perth a
few wecks ago oranges were selling for 2s.,
2s, Gd., and 3s, a dozen, and at the same time
the unfortunate grower was' receiving down
te 3s. 6d. a case for them. This problem
however, has a much wider significance be-
caugse of the money which is being sent out
of the State. Growers and their families
find that they are quite unable to continue
in the industry, and so the present lack of
organisation has the effect of increasing the
inflex to the city concernjug which we are
all so anxious. Some of ws are continually
telling the people that we do not desire that
Perth should be further glorified at the ex-
pense of the country. Even the member for
North Perth (Mr. MaeCallom Smith), who
has shown such solicitude for the consumer
of wheat, would admit that the man on the
land deserves the utmost consideration, and
that if we look after the country Perth will
easily bhe able to look after itself,

Mr. Money: Quite right.

Mr, Richardson: We will look after it.

My, SAMPSON: The first need of the
growers is organisation, and in connection
with that organisation, oune necessity is an
up to date refrigerator, I understand that
some time ago a commission was appointed
to consider the question of erecting a modern
refrigerator. The question, however, died an
upnatural death and nothing further has been
heard of it. A modern refrigerator is ur-
gently necded. There are people who con-
tend that in Perth there is ample refriger-
ator spaee already. During the last apple
zeason 40,000 cases of apples were turned
away, and since it was impossible to piace
them in cold storage, it is only natural to
assume that they were returned to mother
earth. Very often fruit is returned to
mother earth because the grower knows that
it will not pay to send it into Perth.

AMr. Money: It is absolutely wasted.

Mr, SAMPSON: That is so. A man at
Kalamunda the otber day mmformed me that
a certain grower had had tons of pears and
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should have sent them into Perth. T pointed
out that while he would get perhaps 1s. 8d.
a case in Perth for them, the case would
cost him 1s. and in addition he would have
the cost of packing, transport, and com-
mission charges to meet, The man admitted
that this was so, but he added ‘It would
save him borying the fruit.”' This, un-
fortunately, is the position. While we are
losing the money which is being sent out
of the State, we are practically foreing these
men and women from the land. What woman,
however brave she might be, would stand
te a man year after year when he was
unable to provide her with a reasonable
amount for food and clothing.

Mr. Pickering: And the women are the
ones who suffer most.

Mr, SAMPSON: The children are forced
to work long before they should; they have
to work before and after sehool hours. Refer-
ring to school matters, some further considera-
tion shonld be given to the annual amount of
£30 allowed for scholarships, which is in-
aufficient to pay for board. Cousequently
a heavy burden falls upon the parents, be-
cause they are prepared to make a sacrifice
in order that a specially bright child should
be given an opportunity, The little brothers
and sisters also have tu share in the saeri-
fice. They do not know it, but they have to
go short simply becanse their parents can-
not afford to give them all they should
have,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are too late in
the day telling us that people are poverty
stricken.

Mr. SAMPSON: I would be pleased to
take the hon. member out to my dis-
triet. He would not find people pleading
poverty, but he would find such a remark-
able exhibition of thrift as would surprise
even him. These people wounld not admit
that they were poverty stricken.

The Minister for Mines: The fruitgrow-
ers at Mt. Barker had the same difficulty.
Why not organise as they did?

Mr, SAMPSON: No man minds working
hard so long as he gets something for his
labour, but it would break the heart of the
strongest man to work year after year and
to get no return for his labours.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SAMPSON: Before tea I was re-
ferring to the dairying industry and its
need of encouragement-—encouragement in
the way of herd testing and the importa-
tion of pure-bred stock. At present, of
tourse, a small dairyman is quite upable to
afford the necessary stock to improve his
herd; and so a mongrel type of cattle is
being bred, with a consequent decrease of
the profits which should be forthcoming.
fruit growing industry might be
assisted in various ways. It has already
been advantaged by the opening of kerb-
stone markets, for which many of the
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growers are extremely grateful. We are
now looking to the Primary Producers’
Association for a good deal of help in the
matter of the distribution of fruit in the
wheat growing and other country areas. In
those areas there are numbers of co-
operative stores, and arrangements are now
being made by the Primary Producers’
Associafion for the distribution of fruit
through the agency of these stores. That
will have a most beneficial effect in reliev-
ing congestion, But, coming to the point
of the assistance which the Government
might give, I would refer to the need
for refrigerators in Perth and throughout
the fruit growing distriets, Last Iebruary
or March I observed frurt being sent into
the market here from at least ome centre
and being suld for as low as 2s, and even
1s. 6d. per case. The establishment of
refrigerators in the various fruit growing
centres would prevent such an oceurrence
in future. A very practical grower—I re-
fer to Mr. Tom Price, of Illawarra orchard,
beyond EKalamunda—has his own refrigera-
tor, of a capacity of about 10,000 cases.
When I was on his orchard Mr. Price was
picking his pears and putting them into his
own cold store. Later on, those pears would
be released and a reasomable price obtained
for them, Of course the small fruit-
grower is quite wunable to provide his
own cold storage, and in this mat-
ter assistance is looked for from the
Government. There is in existence' =
refrigerator in  Wellington-street, as hon,
members may be aware. It is stated to be
an obsolete arrrangement, and one requiring
the maximum of manual effort in order to
secure n minimum of result. I mentioned
previonsly that the Government had given
their attention to the establishment of a mod-
ern refrigerator, but that for some unkuown
reason the project was dropped. I understand
that the departmental reports were favour-
able to the project; and it is my intention
at a later stage, to ask that the papers
conuected  with the matter be Iaid on
the Table, Another remedy for gluts, and
also a remedy for the continual outpouring
of money from this State, is the establish-
ment of jam factories. We have to-day in
Perth one jam faetory, and u very good fac-
tory, manufacturing the ‘‘Reindeer’’ brand.
BRut that faetory, good as it ig, is quite insuffi-
cient to supply the needs of the Western Aus-
tralian people in the form of jam. Tn this
matter the frvitgrowers look to the Govern-
ment for support in the same way as the
" Queensland fruitgrowers were granted sup-
port by the Governmernt of their State, Our
growers want to see canning factories and
puiping plants established, feeling that when
these things have been done it will be pos-
sible for them to make some progress. More-
over, the effect would be to prevent money
going out of the State. T am sure hon. mem-
bers realise the great importance of retaining
this money in Western Australia, as well as
of retaining the growers on their holdings. I
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am’ indeed pleased that many hon. members
have spoken in favour of taxing unimproved
lands which abut on railways, or are in the
vicinity of existing lines. T earnestly hope that
something definite will be done in this matter
during the present session. OQur railway loss
could, T think, be turned into a profit if those
lands were foreed into use. That would also
be a means towards the wiping out of the
deficit, which desirable end would be further
promoted by the adeption of meaus'favauring
the vse here of our own orchard products.
Vith regard to the South Perth tramways
there has been a good deal of controversy. In
that connection the pesition of country mem-
bers is very difficult. I could quite under-
stand the member for North Perth (Mr. Mae-
Callum Smith), if he were where he should
be, namely with the Country Party, giving
many sound reasons why the construction of
the extension should be deferred. However,
I have no intention at present of making any
sueh suggestion. Still I would urge that the
Government, before irrevoeably committing
themselves to the bnilding of the extensiutf,
censider the moter bus means of transit,
which in other parts of the world has been
found to be far more suitable and economical
and flexible, and generally of far greater
service to the publie, than tramways,

Mr. Clydesdale: That would not be the
case on these roads.

Ar. SAMPSOXN: The roads would require
to be reconstructed, in any case, when the
tramways are laid. T am net posing as an
expert on either trams or motor buses; but
Ilthink the least that might be done is to
give gerious attention to the eclaims of both
systems of transport. Personally T am in-
clined to think that the result would be a
consensus of opivion in favour of motor buses,
which in the Ol Country have proved a far
better and far more ecanomical and far more
satisfactory means of transit.

Mr, MaeCallum Smith: Motor buses had a
trial here.

Mr. SAMPSON: No doubt they did; but
that was in the carly days of the internal
combustion engine. To-day one of those motor
buses would be valuable only as an exhibit
for a museum. The motor bus of to-day is
a very. reliable machine, -

Mr. Clydesdale: On good roads.

Mr. SAMPSON. We must have good .roads'
before we can run trams on them, I believe
that the keeping of the highway in suffie-
iently good repair for the runping of motor
buses would be the better method, T desire
to congratulate the Government on what they
have done in regard to the Tourist Bureau.
They have removed the institution to Barrack-
street, and the general public are now gebting
to know where it is. I consider that in Mt
Hayward the Government have a verv able
man, who displays a great deal of enthus-
iasm. Only the other day a friend of mine,
after visiting the Tourist Bureau, said to me,
‘“The time has gone by when Western Aus.
tralians need go East for a boliday, because at
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last we have a department which is alive to
the opportunities for holiday-making that ex-
ist here; and in place of Western Australians
having to go East for a trip, they may now
take as their motto, ‘See Western Australia
first,” amd trips are all ready mapped out
for them.'' We can honestly congratulate
ourselves on the coming about of this im-
provement. Regarding immigration I think
we are all of one mind as to the need for a
vigorous policy. In this counection I cannot
help vspressing my feeling that our Agent
General's office has for too long been a kind
of social rendezvous instead of a place where
information regarding Western Australia can
be obtained. Having visited the Agent Gen-
eral’s office, 1 have heen amazed at the (ilfi-
culty in obtaining information.

Mr. Teesdale: You must not say that here;
it is very unpopular.

Mr. SAMPSON: Only on my second or
third visit was L able to get the information
I wanted. It was in the form of printed mat-
ter. I was bold enough, just shortly before
the war, to hold a meeting of Devonshire lads
with a view to recommending them to come
out here- and setfle on the land. It took
at Jeast two visits to the Agent General's
office before | could obtain the printed
matter giving the exact details I wished to
place before my andience of possible immi-
grants, At a later stage I intend to move
for a return showing the persounel of the
Agent General's office. T hope to learn that
they are all Western Australians, and that
they all know something of Western Austra-
lia. : .

Mr. Teesdale: Only three of them have ever
been in Western Australia.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Then the sta shounld be
changed. | make no referenve to the recent
report with regard to furniture, but 1 do
say that the staff of our Apgent General's
office should undounbtedly be composed of
Western Anstralians, men who are enthus-
jastie regarding this State and have some
knowledge of it, and who, when a paossible
immigrant comes along for information, will
see that he obtains the most reliable ani most
uwp-to-date information that it is possible to
supply. The need of water is un ever pressing
preblem in this State, and nowhere is it more
required than in some parts of the Swan dis-
triet. | hope I will not be considered paro-
chial in referring to the Swan district, but 1
may tell bon. members that Parkerville has
no water serviee, and that last year several
eases ot typhoid fever occurred there as the
result of the absence of good drinking water.
At Darlington also there is no water availahle
aml each summer the place is deserted bhe-
canse of that.

Mr. Lambert: Do they pot store water in
tanks!

Mr. SAMPSOX: Yes, but to supply the
needs of cveryone in those plaves it would
he mecessary to have tanks of hix storage
capaeity to ecarry enough water to last
throughout the summer.  Glen Forrest and
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Swan View are also without water supplies,
and I earnestly hope when the Estimates are
being framed consideration will be given to
the needs of the places 1 have mentioned
becavse we cannot expeet to develop them
without an adequate water supply. [f water
were available at Darlington, 1 venture to
say that within three vears there would be
resident in that place trom five to cight
times the number of people who are there
to-day, while such unfortunate happenings as
an outbrenk of typhoid fever in the hills
would not be known. We look forwawl to the
time when the wain roads of the State will e
controlled by the Government, and when we
shall have uniform construction. This will
be an advantage to cveryone concevned, T
have made some reference to the manner in
which settlers in the different districts work
and are prepared te go out and work and
thus previde themselves with roads. These
settlers in fact are working In some districty
to-day, althouzrh vatepayers for many years.
It iz very unfair that that shoutd lie so. aml
I mu hopeful that it will be possible for the
Minister to revert to the payment of the sub-
sidy which was voted in the pre-war period.
If we are to prosper, we must yrive people
toads over which to ecarry their produce to
market, Perishable produce such as soft
fruits cannot be carried over bad reads he-
caus? ot their liability to injury. The pre-
war subsidy should be again paid at almost
any vost if we wish to preserve our industries
and particularly that of fruit growing. [f
it is desireidl to prove the oft-repeated state-
ment that we are out to help the producess,
aml that it is not our intention to plority
Perth, the Government should do as [ sug-
gest.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [7.50]: T
vish to join with other members in extending
hearty * congratulationa to the new members
on their election to ihis House. It is not my
intention to labour the question of the adop-
tion of the Address-in-reply. [ have read the
Governor 's Speech, but I have failed to find
much of pgreat importance in it. - My chief
object in addressing a few remarks to the
House is to refute statements made by my
frirnds on the Opposition benches with ref-
eretce to the position of the members of the
Country Party, and their association with
outside bodies. I have been a member of the
Country Party sinee its inception and [ can
honestly say without fear of contradiction
that during the whole of my expervience I
have never heen spoken te in connection with
what I have done or what I have not done,

Hon. P. Collier: They treat you with rev-
erence as the father of the family, ’

Mr, HICKMOTT: A preat deal of atten-
tion has been directeil to the Country Party
hy the Leader of the Oppoesition aml the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hou.
W. C. Angwin), and also the member for
Mount Magmet (Mr. Troy). Judging v the
articulations and gesticulations of the wem-



