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apology is necessary for the time T have
taken up, and [ thank members for the
kindly consideration they have given me.

M W, CANGQWIN (East Fremantle) :
The Governor's Speech opened with an
apology for not ecalling Parliament to-
gether in February., That apologv was
made under a very limited excuse. The
anuemneement that a session was to he
held in February is one of the worst
advertisements this State ever had, There
is not the least doubt in my mind that
statement was the means of keeping away
a very large number of subscribers from
the publie to our loan. Any person giv-
ing the matter thought must have rea-
lised that to call a special session of
Parliament together for the purpose of
raising the small amount of revenue that
the Treasurer staled would be raised—
such a statement going before the world
would, and did, in my opinion, act ad-
versely to the interests of the State. This
to my mind showed that, at that time—
thi= was in December last—the Minisiry
did not realise the position of responsi-
hility whiel they held. 1f they had done
so. after passing the large Loan Fsii-
netes through the House, they wounld not
have made the statement that a speeial
sexsion would be neecessary in Fehruary.
I have no doubt that some of those wheo
supported the Minigtey had in the mean-
time pointed out that by holding a speeial
session  in February Western Australia
would fare worse than we should do by
leaving the matter alone. Then 1t was
stated that the Government intended (o
hold the ordinary session in May. A
postponement was made for the purpose
of allowing some of our Ministers to at-
tend the Conference of Premiers. I may
say that I differ from some of those in
Opposition in what they have stated on
this question. I believe if Mimsters had
not attended that Conference Western
Australia would have fared worse than we
shall do under Federation. I helieve that
by constantly drilling into thoese in autho-
rily in the other States the necessity of
@iving speeial facilities to Western Aus-
tralia, by that means only we shall get
the dues to which this State is justly
entitled. I am pleased indeed that the
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Premicr did see his way to attend the
Conference in Brisbane, and [ hope the
result will be of benefitt to the State in
the future, T deeply vegret the antago-
nism taken up by a number of members
in this House to Federation. At the time
the referendum was taken I was per-
sonally opposed to entering the Federal
compaet with the other States. T helieved
then it would be detrimental to the in-
terests of the State for many years if
Western Australia federated, more espee-
fally in regard to our industries. But the
people of the State decided by a very
large wmajority—and most members in the
House believe that the majority should
rule—that it was to the interests of Aus-
tralia as a whole that this State should
enter the Federation. Seeing this is so,
we shoald zive Federation a fair trial
before we take any steps to endeavour to
break the bonds now uniting us. I ean-
not help drawing attention to remarks
made by o representative m another place
who took every opportunity, more par-
ticularly around Fremantle, to place be-
fore the people the conditions to be
aained [irom entering the Federal Union.
He was out night after night telling the
people that they would have almost free
living; but we are now told by this memn-
her that some of those who took such a
firm stand in 18399 ave among those who
wish to hreak the honds that now unite us.
The membher for Swan (Mr. Gull), as well
as the member of another place to whoin
I have been referring, has told us why
there 1s so much antagonism to Federa-
tion. The member of another place said,
“I regret (hat an old friend of tlus
country in lhe person of Sir John For-
rest 1s the person who has brought down
these proposals which will have such o
detrimental effect on this State.” He was
speaking then of the taking over of our
State debts and other matters that are
likely to act defrimentally to Western
Australia, But a few moments after-
wards he showed his true colours, and
while he regreited that a statesman like
Sir Julin Forrest would bring down mea-
sures detrimental {o this State, he
said if it had net heen for Sir
John  Forrest we should be dis-
franchised in the Federal Parliament.
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1 however think it would be hetter for
fhis State to he disfranchised i the
Federal Parliament rather than have a
person there representing us and bring-
g down measures which are detrimental
to this State.  That shows thal the one
objeclion raised against Federation so
far as the future is eoncerned —aceording
to the member for Swan and the gentle-
man I have referred to—is that a ma-
jority of the people chose to send to the
Federal Parliament members in whom
they conld put the most trust. 1 notice
it is the intention of the Government to
do their uimost to open up the North-
West portion of the State. 1 helieve
with the Government that it is advisable
to try an experiment in that direction
and I think, with the Minister for Mines,
that it is necessary for the Government
to try if possible to give cheaper ship-
ping facilities to that great district. We
have to realise that not long ago an
acreement was enfered infto—it was con-
demned considerably at the time on ac¢-
count of the subsidy attached thereto—
which was the means of reducing the
farves somewhat. We find that last year
the Treasurer almost shook hands with
himself that he had been the means of
miving greater shipping facilities to the
North-West coast without mueh addi-
tional charge te the State. In looking
into this matter eavefully we find that
instead of that action doing good to the
State there is a probability of it being
a loss. We find that the shipping com-
bine—that is the term those engaged in
the shipping trade to the North-West are
commonly known by—were charging to
take general cargo to Carmarvon 32s. 6d.
per ton, but another firm came in and
said, “If you will subsidise us to the
amount of £1,000 per annum, we will
reduce the eharge for general cargo to
20:. per ton.” No doubt, subsidising
this steamboat to go to Carnarvon will
be the means of inereasing trade to Car-
narvon, and it will also he the means of
indueing the Government to take steps
to suhsidise steamers to go farther north
than Camarvon. But the Government
then sent for those connected with the
shipping combination, and we find a
senileman by the name of Mr., Moxon
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and a gentleman by the name of My,
Carter and olhers waiiing in deputation
on the Government. They said: ¢ We
will reduce the charges to the people of
(Carnarvon for 12 months to the sum of
20s. per ton without subsidy.”’ That is,
all except the Adelaide Steamship Com-
pany who had the mail contract. We
see that it paid them to remove any op-
position that then existed, because once
the opposition was removed it would be
the means of prices being brought up
again. I thought I would strike a com-
parison hetween the fares charged by
the shipping companies trading to the
North-West ports of Western Australia
and the fares echarged by the shipping
companies trading north of Brishane on
the Queensland coast, and I find a con-
siderable difference. The fares from
Fremantle to Geraldton 210 miles are,
single saloon £2, return £3 10s. The
figures are supplied on the Government
file of the 12th July, 1906. From Bris-
bane to Bundaberg 272 miles, the fares
are single saloon £1 2s. 64, return
£1 15s., just bhalf the fares from Fre-
mantle fo Geraldton. These are the
ficures I have drawn up. Fremantle to
Sharks Bay 410 miles, single saloon
£4 10s,, veturn £7 10s.; Brishane to Rock-
hampton 472 miles, single saloon £2, re-
turn £3; Fremantle to Carnarvon Roads
484 miles, single saloon £5 10s., return
£9; Brisbane to Mackay 540 miles, single
saloon £4 10s., return £6 10s.; Fremantle
te Ashburton Roads 764 niles, single
saloon £7 13s., return £13; Brishane to
Townsville 745 miles, single saloon £5,
return £9; Fremantle to Cossack Roads
941 miles, single saloon £9 5s., return
£15; Brishane to Port Douglas 943 miles,
single saloon £7, return £11. Port Hed-
land is the port where it is the intention
of the Government I believe to start a
new railway to Marble Bar, and no
doubt in the near future it will be a
port lavgely availed of not only by pas-
sengers but also for goods traffic, so that
it will be necessary if it is the intention
of the Government to open up the
North-West in the manner stated, that
fares for passengers and rates for cargo
should be brought down fo the proper
vate so that people will have proper



846 Address-in-Reply :

facilities to carvy the goods to Port
Hedland {o use the railway. Port Hed-
land is 1,004 miles from Fremantle; the
single saloon fare from Fremantle to
Port Hedland is £10 10s.,, and the re-
turn is £17 10s., while from Brisbane to
Cooklown, 1,008 miles, the single saloon
1s £7 10s., and the return £12 13s. So
it goes on continually’ right up to the
whole of the coast to Wyndham, showing
that the passenger rates on the Western
Australiancoast are from one-third to one-
half more than the fares charged on the
Queensland coast. Therate for carrying
cargo from Fremantle to Port Hedland
is 43s. per ton, whereas from Brisbane
to Cooktown it is 30s. per ton. With
these eharges in their minds I hope the
members of the Ministry will go into
the matter earefully with the Minister
for Mines, and I trust that his wishes
in regard to this matier will be put into
force. If we wish lo develop the trade
of Western Australia or if we wish to
retain our lrade, the Government shounld
subsidise a line of steamers on our
coasts, but I would rather prefer that
they should take up their own shipping
and run it in the same manner as we
run our rathlwavs. There 1s no doubt
that every convenience 1in regard to
charges goes to those who trade outside
the State, because we know a large por-
tion of the trade of the northern ports
comes from Singapore, and that a large
portion of the trade of our southern
ports comes from Adelaide. Couse-
quently if we wish to develop the State
it 18 necessary we should go ecarefully
intn the shipping charges to the ports
ou our coasts. We have heard a good
deal duoring this debate in regard to
agricultural development, and the Hono-
rary Minister has received a good deal
of patting on the hack., The Mimster
reminds me very mueh of a child with
too manv toys. He takes one for a
little while and suddenly leaves it and
woes to something else. Consequently,
while one gives him pleasure for a short
period. we find it thrown away for some-
thing new. I onlv hope the Minister
will keep at onc of these things he has
in view to which T regret no particular
attention has been given in the Gover-
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nor’'s Speech. I refer to cool stor-
age in eonnection with the port of
Fremantle, It is one of the toys I
hape he will play with until he has car-
vied it into effect.  The Minister re-
ferred to this matter very carvefuliv. He
stated that everything he cauld do he
wished to carry into effect. I can only
say that some four or five yews avo
plans were drawn, and I believe tenders
were called for the eonstruetion of abat-
toirs. 1 believe the plans were put on
one side for a little while unttl a super-
intendent of abattoirs was appointed.
That officer has been appointed ovow
cluse on two vears, but we find no men-
tion in the Governor's Speech of (he
construetion of abattoirs for the metrp-
politan area. We know that there ave
to be abattoirs at Kalgooriie, and that
acemrding to the Press reports they ave
required. But they are alzo required in
the metropolitan area, and while we
have heard so mueh in regard to cool
storage plants that are to be placed in
almost every port, there is no state-
ment whatever in the Governor’s Speech
that any step is to he taken in eon-
neetion  with  the malter this  year.
1 trust that if the Governmenti are
wenuine in  thelr premise to pro-
vide ecold storage for 1the export
trade they will take the matter in hand,
put it on the Estimates (his year and
provide ecool storage at Fremantle. It
is jusl as well to fimish with Fremantle
while T am on it. T wish at this stace
to congratulate the wmembers on the Op-
position side on the pressure they brought
on the Government to earry out their
wiches in regard to the construction of
the Fremantle dock., I was rather dis-
appointed in regard to the site. [Mr
Boltan: 1t s a pood site.] At the sawme
time 1 realise that it ig the site chosen
by the engineer, and I think it is the
dutv of any member of thia Houze when
an engineer decides the hest place to
carry ont a waork of this deseription, to
trv not to raise any obstacles to {he work
beinw carried into effeet on that site thus
chasen.  The member for North Perth
hroueht W an ouiside engineer, but T
muntam that no man should know mere
about the requirementis of this port than
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one connected with its work for many
vears. In these cireumstances 1 wish to
assure the Government and the Minister
for Works that so far as I am con-
cerned I shall do everything possible to
assist in carrving their proposal into
effect. {Mr. Scaddan: You will haveto
wait for a general election before you
get a dock.] Members on the Opposi-
tion side are so anxious to have this
work carried oui, that I trust the Min-
ister for Works will bring in his Bill at
once. While I agree with the necessity
for the construction of a deek at Fre-
mantle, at the same time I trust the Gov-
ernment will keep the gontrol of the dock
once it is constructed. 1 disagree entire-
Iv to handing over to boards or trusts
any properties for control. I maintain
the Government can control its work far
better than any board they may bring
into existence. Duoring the past 12
months the Government have found it
necesary to ecall on the Harbour Trust
to raize revenue at Fremanile. We know
that the revenue derived to-day from the
port of Fremantle would not have- been
raised had it not been for the pressure
brought by the Government. It shows
clearly that as far as the control of the
Harbour Trust is concerned it is neces-
sary thal the Government should have
some power in the control of the Trust’s
funds, We know that the Harbour Trust
if they could Lave avoided making these
charges would have done so. Il was ex-
pressed very clearly in the columns of
the Press at the time that the public were
to bear in mind that it was not the Har-
bour Trust who were enforcing the extra
charges, but it was the Government who
must (ake the whole of the responsibility.
The Government had used their power
under the Act, but if the Harbour Trust
had had their way. the charges wouid not
have been made. Those are not the
actual words but it is the meaning of
the paragraph. inspired no doubt by the
Harbour Trust, appearing over the same
of the Trust’s secretary. There is an-
other reason why the Harbon:r Trust
shounld not have contrel over a work such
-as this dock. I refer to the unnecessary
expenditure incurred I believe with the
permission of the Labour Government
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who were then in power, but ou the ad-
vice {endered by the Harbour Trost and
on the advice of those who ealled them-
selves experts and koew the requirements
of the port. 1 am speaking of the eranes
and electric capstans which bave been
erected at very large cost at Fremantle.
I believe that the electric capstans are
going to be removed from the wharves;
they have been of no use, and have really
heen white elephants and consequently
a great loss to this State. According to
the commercial men of the port, the
cranes erected on the wharves will not
earn the interest on capital for many
years to ecome. When the work of the
dock is to be carried out we should not
put the control in the hands of such a
body as the Fremantle Harbour Trust.
Just before the last elections for the
Legislative Couneil we found that the
chairman of that Trust, who is the
saviour of the State according to some
members, wanted to resign his position;
the Government of the day thought that
the State would go to ruin if we lost
that gentleman, and they fell on his neck
and almost kissed him, pointing out to
him the great loss the State would sustain
if he retired. That was nothing more
than a ruse in connection with the then
approaching Parliamentary elections in
order to show to the State or to the
people of Fremantle what a fine man they
had, and how wrong it would be if he
were allowed to vetire from the position.
That gentleman was returned to Parlia-
ment. A few months ago be again ex-
pressed his desire to resign the position
and the Government again fell on his
neck and asked him not to resign, and
said if he would not they would give him
a commission (he was about to visit the
old country) to travel all over the world,
see the various ports, and obtain all the
information he possibly could in regard
to the management of harbours. [The
Premier: At his own expense.] I was
about to say that it would be very inter-
esting to know how much the State was
going to pay for this inspeetion, but I
will now take the Premier’s word for it
that he is not to be paid. At allevents, [
only hope that such is the case. We have
in England to-day an experienced con-
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sulting engineer, and if it is necessary
for any information to he obtained with
regard to the harbours of this State it
would be far better that it should be
received from the responsible officer
rather than from a man who has no
responsibility whatever. [Myr. Bath: He
takes all the kudos for the good work
performed by the secretary and officers
of the Trust.] I noticed also in the
Governor’s Speech that the Governwment
intend to bring down a Bill to amend the
electoral laws. All will realise that what
i1s required in regard to this question is
a Bill that everyone c¢an understand, and
that the simpler it is made the hetter.
We have been told that under the new
Bl there is to be some system of pre-
ferential voting. T will suggest to the
Minister in charge of the Bill that he
should immediately place on the table of
the House a copy of the proposed new
measure so that members may become
eonversant with it. [t is very essential
that members shonld be thoroughly ae-
quainted with the measure before they
have to deal with it in the Hounse. We
not only desire to deal with the purifying
of the rolls, but we also want to purify
those persons who (ake part in eleetions.
[The Premier: The eandidates too?] It
is necessary {o bring into effeet a clause
having for its object the purifying of
persons who take part in eleetions, so
that care ean be faken that those persons
who have been appomted to honourable
positions under commission by the Gov-
ernment and do not earry oul their work
in a pure, upright and just manner, can
he prevented from continuing their dirty
work. T also notice that it is the inten-
tion of the Governmeni fo bring down a
Bill to provide for the hetter supervision
of the liquor traffie, and that in this
measure there is to be embodied the
prineiple of local option. The Premier
when speaking at Bunbury dealt with (his
matter, and stated thal the Government
would bring in a Bill for local option.
We were subsequently told at Kalgoorlie
that this Bill was also intended to provide
for a system of Sunday opening of pub-
lic honses. [Mr. Scaddan: Hear, hear.]
I trust members will not take such a back-
ward slep.
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Mr, Seaddan: 1 hope they will.

The Attorney Gemeral: \Why do you
hope that?

My, ANGWIN: While I have been in
this House I have heard a good deal,
especially from members who represent
the goldlields, as to preventing Sunday
fabour, T trus{ that those who are tryving
their utmost to prohibit it will pot agree
to open the hotels on Sundays and there-
by increase the labour of a large number
of persons.

Mr. Seaddan: Yon decrease Sunday
labour if you have limited hours during
whiceh the hotels are open.

My, ANGWIN: The hon. member has
never been in placés where they have cer-
tain hours during which hotels ave open
on Sundays.

The Attorney General: Do you believe
in the Sunday thirst?

My, ANGWIN: I believe there is a
proper way of treating it, but that is not
by having the hotels open on Sundays.
I also see that it is intended to amend the
Public Serviee Act. In dealing with this
question I regret very muech that in the
past the Poeblic Service Act has not been
administered as I (hink it should have
heen. It 15 a great pity that these eon-
neeted with the asylums and gnols are not
brought under the provisions of the Act.
Before a man ean he engaged as a war-
der at an asylum he has to undergo three
vears training and to hold a certificate for
competency. Until he receives that he
15 not ranked as a warder, and m such
eircumstanees I maintain that it should
not be at the disposal of any one person,
also a publie service officer, to dismiss a
person or to inflict penalties without
giving him any right of appeal. [ have
known ecases where the penalties have
been altogether too heavy, several in-
stanees having oecenrred where girls have
been fined £5 for very slight errors in
their duties. and wvet ther salary only
amounts to hetween £36 and £40 a vear.
All such officers should be given the right
to he placed under the Public Service Act.
We know very well that a great complaint
i regard to the Aet 1s that there 1= not
an appartunity afforded o persanz in .
authority of giving positions to (heir
friends. For the sake of the Public Ser-
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having control of the varviens departments,
it is advisable te Lkeep all appointments
clear from political influence, and this
can be done by placing all branches of the
service under the Public Service Commis-
sioner. The pext item dealt with is that
with regard to the control of health. I
was hoping that the Minister in charge
of the Act would bring down a eonsolidat-
ing measure this vear so that the whole
management of the health matters could
Le discussed. We chould wipe away the
incubus called the Central Board of
Health. Tt would be far hetter instead of
zoing to the expense of having a number
of lay members appointed from outside
the public service to positions on the
Central Board of Health, to seleci addi-
tional inspectors for the Health Depart-
ment, and have the whole branch managed
entirely under Ministerial control. If it
is neeessary to have the Central Board of
Health there are sufficient expert officers
in the public service fo form a far better
hoard than the present one. Such a
hoard wonld earry very much greater
weight with the local bhoards and very
much more good would be done. T think
that the whole of the management as far
as the control of health affairs is con-
cerned, should be left to the local hoards
with due inspection by Government offi-
einls, If that were done the loeal hoards
wounld work much better. I am very glad
indeed to see that the Minister intends to
bring down a Bill to amend the Workers’
Compensation Aet.  Those who come
from Fremantle kuow well that great
hardships exist in connection with the
workine of the Aet at present.

Mr. Bath: You do not know what the

amendments are yet and your compli-
ments may be too carly.

Mr, Bolign: The amendmenis have
heen foreshadowed.
Mr. ANGWIN: Tt is necessary that

an aiteration should be made in the pre-
sent svstem, whereby if a man who 1s
working for an employer for one day a
week meets with an accident while he is
on duty he can only get compensation
under the Act amounting to half the
wages he earns on that one day.

(14)
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Prevision is made for

Mr. ANGWIN: It certainly needs al-
teratton. I am going to ask the Attorney
General to put a clause into the Bill so
as to prohibit soficitors who will appear
before the court when a ease is tried,
fromm appointing their eclerks as asses-
sors, This, I think, shows very bhad
taste indeed; and when we know that
such things are done we should try to
prohibit them, I therefore trust that in
future we shall prohibit the clerks of
solicitors who - are bringing before the
court cases under the Workers’ Compen-
sation Act from sitting as ussessors.
This very thing happened not longz ago
at Fremantle, and I regret that the award
drawn up after the sitting of the court
was not in accordance with the court’s
Judgment. TWhen a solicitor happens to
be successful in a case, and draws up an
award and gets his clerk to sign it, only
two signafures out of three lLeing neces-
sary, one is led to suspect, rightly or
wrongly, that everything is not so straight
as it should be. I wish to draw the at-
tention of the Minister for Works (Hon,
J. Price) to a matter concerning the Fre-
mantle water supply. Some time ago,
on the outskirts of Fremantle, it was
found advisable before the reticulation of
the secheme was extended to levy an extra
rate on persons who wished to use the
water. That system obtains to-day as it
did when the agreement was entered into
a year or two back, when the water was
first taken to the outskirts of the town.
But T think the time has arvived when
the whole of the Fremantle distriet
should be put on one footing. There
should he no distinetion. A small prep-
erty on the outskirts supplied with water
from the Fremantle scheme, should be
rated on exaetly the same basis as a large
building in the cenire of the town. I
realise that in a large central building
very hittle water is used, though the
charge is very high; and while the Gov-
ernment save in the case of large huild-
ings, they provide also that there shall
he no loss on outlying properties, which
must pay a higher rate if the valuation

is not in the opimon of the Government
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sufficient to pay for the water at the or-
dinary rate.

The llinister for Works: The eustom
in voeue at ¥Fremantle as regards house-
hold retieulation, is exactly the same as
under all the other Government water
schemes.

Mr. ANGWIN. If the Xremantle
Water Scheme involved a loss to the
State, I could understand the adherence
to this system; but 1 notice from the
last report, tabled ihe other day, that for
the last half year of 1906, after paying
3% per cent. sinking fund and 3% per
cent. interest, the sum of £1,103 0s. 64.
represented a profit to the consclidated
revenue. Seeing that the water scheme
is profitable to the State, everyaire shonld
he rated on the same basis. If there
were a loss, I should hesitate to make
this request to the Ainister; but we find
that from 1901 until last year every year
shows a handsome profit, therefore I
think myself justitied in asking that the
same rate should be charged throughouf
the whole area served. The member for
Greenough (Alr. Stone) veferred to the
manner of distributing the charities vote,
Some few years ago, on eve¢': public
platfora, those epposed to old age pen-
sions wmentioned that the Givernment
provided eash pavinents to pecple who
found it necessary to seek Siate relief.
If the Government will invest.gzate this
question they will find that some persons
receiving relief in the shape of rations,
are of sueh an age that a few shillings
a week wonld be far better For them
than the rations supplied [y various
tradesmen on orcers issued by the de-
partmental officers. 1 believe that office
expenses conld thus bz cousmderably re-
duced, and greater satisfaction given to
those who unfortunately bh-ve to seek
relief. I have never known one instance
in which relief has been relnsed, but
cash relief has been refusel and rations
substituted ; and I agree with the member
for Greenough that the Government
should see whether they cannot give eash
relief in the future and as far as pos-
sibhle avoid rations. The Minister for
Works, speaking the other night of the
large areas of unused land adjoining our
railways, disagreed with an interjection
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to the effect that we should bring those
areas info use. I maintain that through-
out this State where persons who have
taken up land have not carried out the
compulsory eonditions of improvement,
it is the duty of the Government to con-
fiseate; to put mte operation the for-
feiture provisions, to compel the holders
to effect the improvements. 1t isknown
that around the Chapman area a littie
while ago a large portion of the land
was repurchased for settlement ; and it
is known to-day that the land so
purchased for agricultural settlement
is being used hy the people who sald 1t
to the Government; and those people are
running sheep on it, as they were prior
to the sale. When the compulsory con-
ditions are not complied with it 1s the
duty of the Government to say, “If vou
do not use the land, we shall hand it
over to someone who will.”

The Alinister for Works: Those es-
tates at the Chapman were freehold.
There were no mmprovement condifions
attached to them.

Mr. ANGWIN : T refer to land taken
up under compulsory improvement con-
ditions.

The Premier: What have the Govern-
ment done to remedy that 9 On every
lithograph issued the date of approval
of the application appears; and anyone
who has a lithograph of a loecality can
see whether a bloek should be liable to
forfeiturve,

Mr. ANGWIN: Will that take effect
in regpect of lands alienated previously,
or only from to-day ?

The Premier : It takes effeet from

abont six months ago.

Mr., ANGWIN: The lands of whicl
I spoke were purchased for agrienltnral
purposes, and [ heav on the hest autho-
rity ihat some of the land held around
these areas would suffice for the seitle-
ment of over a thousand families. I
have been told that it is the hest wheat-
growing land in the State; and I main-
tain that the Government should take
action. If the land is being dummied
and no improvements cffeeted under the
purchase conditions, I mainiain that the
Governmeni should try if possible to
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have the Jand bronght under proper cul-
{ivation.

The Premier: 1 inquire into every case
reported to me, whether or not the re-
port is anonymous.

Mr. ANGWIN: I notice that when
the Honorary Minister in charvee of the
Department of Agrieulture was in the
district he made use of these words:
eIt was a thousand pities that such
valuable country close fo railway facili-
ties and a port should be given over to
the maintenance of a few sheep.’”’ I
think it is necessary that the Minister
shonld get some information i regard
to the aveas I have men(ioned. I refer
to the Bowes avea, and to Appertarra,
where, T have been informed on the best
authority, the land has been dummied,
aml no improvement condifions have
been carried out. I have aiso heen
told ihat in vavious parts of the State
these conditions have never been ful-
filled. Land has been held on condifion
that £1 an acre should be expended on
improvements, whereas not sixpence has
been expended.

The Premier - (Give one instance, so
that we may inquire. What is the use of
vagne Statements?  As a matter of fact,
I was, two years ago, travelling over the
area you mention, and it struck me the
holders were not fulfilling the condi-
tions. On my return I instructed Mr.
Thompson, the Inspeetor of Conditional
Purchases, to make a full examination
and to see whether the conditions had
been fulfilled. But under the con-
ditions existing up to the new amending
Land Aci, a man need effect no im-
provements for the first eight years, ex-
eept to put a ring fence round his hold-
ing.

Mr. ANGWIN: Some of this lapd
has not even been fenced since it was
subdivided. No money whatever has
been expended on it. I am pleased to
hear the Premier say that he will take
steps.

The Premier: I have taken them.

Mr. ANGWIN: I hope they will be
snccessfnl, and that a large area now
Iving idle adjacent to our railwavs will
he thrown open for settlement. There
will then be no necessitv to place our
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mmigrants on land 30 or 10 miles from
our railways, when we have unnsed land
sueh as 1 have mentioned. I do not
think it necessary to take up more time.
I trust that the Government will at
once table their new IElectoral Bill, so
that we may carvefully study it, and 1
irust also that one of the first measures
introduced will be a Bill for the eon-
struetion of the Fremantle Dock.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjounrned 2t {hree minutes
to 14 n'clock, until the nexi Tuesdayv.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 o’clock p.m.

Prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY, PRESENX.
TATION.

Mr PRESIDENT : 1In accordance
with the resolntion of July 11th, I pre-
sented the Address-in-Reply to His BEx-
cellency the Governor, and have recerved
this reply :—

“T1 thank you for your Address-in-
Reply to the Speech with which I
opened Parliament, and for your ex-
pression of loyvalty to His Most
Gracious Majesty the King.

F. G. D. BEDFORD, Governos.”



