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been in office. When we are returned to Govern
ment we will do what I have just said. The actions 
of this Government are undermining small busi
ness in this State. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr TRETHOWAN: It indicates an attitude of 
lack of concern about the problems of small 
businesses. It is not meeting the fundamental re
quirements of the judicial system in our type of 
society. Justice should be seen to be done, and 
those people who have been dealt with by the 
tribunal should feel that they have had a fair go, 
that there is clear evidence that the arbitrator did 
take a fair position, and that the award he made 
was equitable; not that they should be penalised 
beyond restitution. 

I again request the Government to take action 
on Martindale, to support those people who signed 
that petition this morning, and others who may 
sign petitions which will be presented in the fu
ture, to submit to the Federal Government that 
Martindale be reclassified for the benefit of those 
people who suffer from alcoholism in our com
munity. I submit also that there is a problem with 
the application and operation of the Small Claims 
Tribunal. We undertake that when we become the 
Government we will rectify that situation. 

MRS BUCHANAN (Pilbara) [I 1.56 a.m.): I 
would like to take this opportunity to make a few 
remarks concerning matters of interest to the 
people I represent in the Pilbara, along with one or 
two other issues. 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs BUCHANAN: First and foremost, I would 
like to add my congratulations to those expressed 
to our newly-appointed Governor, Professor 
Gordon Reid, and his wife. I wish them every 
success, and know they will serve the people of 
Western Australia with great enthusiasm, 
warmth, and friendship. 

So far, Opposition members have wasted a lot 
of the time of this House by indulging in what 
ranges from childish tantrums to gutter politics. 
The smell referred to by the Leader of the Oppo
sition is obviously coming from their sour grapes 
which have reached the point of stagnation. They 
have the gripes! 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs BUCHANAN: I do not suppose they can 
think of much else to do, because the Government 
is performing well and delivering the goods. 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs BUCHANAN: This is evidenced by the 
latest opinion poll. The Government is 

maintaining its popularity and members opposite 
find that extremely difficult to take. 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs BUCHANAN: The price I would like to 
see decreased is the price of natural gas. Sir 
Charles Court imposed that price on us. I would 
like Western Australians to pay the same price for 
natural gas that the Japanese pay. How does that 
grab Opposition members? What good is that for 
industry in the Pilbara?. 

We have just witnessed the lowest increases in 
five years in State energy, State housing, and 
metropolitan water charges. The increase in water 
charges for country and domestic consumers is the 
lowest in eight years. 

Several members interjected. 
Mrs llUCHANAN: The Opposition members 

do not want to listen. 

Several members interjected. 
Mrs BUCHANAN: When the members op

posite have finished I will continue! The increase 
in country water supply charges is substantially 
below the inflation rate and therefore represents a 
reduction in real terms. However, I would not 
expect members opposite to understand what this 
means. The holding down of these charges has 
been achieved only by exercising considerable 
financial discipline. It represents a major achieve
ment. 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs BUCHANAN: This is of importance to 
the people in the Pilbara. Regardless of what 
members opposite might think, that fulfils the 
commitment we made during the election cam
paign. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr McNee: All you have done is break your 
promises. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Henderson): 
Order! Order! 

Mrs BUCHANAN: I shall not bother to answer 
the interjections. 

Point of Order 

Mr TONKIN: I think it is absolutely disgrace
ful that some of the larrikins opposite are 
prcveming this member from being heard. If they 
had any decency, interjections would be okay, but 
someone has been shouting ever since she rose to 
her feet. I suggest the member should be given 
some protection. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Henderson): I 
ask members to refrain From interjecting con
stantly. I know interjections are acceptable oc-
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casionally, but constant interjections are not 
necessary. 

Debate Resumed 

Mrs BUCHANAN: Right throughout last 
session, members opposite sought to paint a pic
ture of gloom and doom in the Pilbara. The fact is 
that things are looking up considerably. The iron 
ore industry has significatly improved. The total 
ore exports to Japan increased by 26.2 per cent in 
the six months to the end of June, and profits have 
increased. 

We in the Pilbara are on the road to recovery. 
The Cliffs Robe River Iron Associates has re
cently completed its dredging programme on the 
port of Cape lambert and when this is ready to go 
it will enable it to take the megacarriers. It will 
greatly improve the situation; those carriers will 
be able to enter Cape lambert on days when other 
than spring tides prevail. 

Mr Court: How big can the ships be to come in? 

Mrs BUCHANAN: The port will take ships of 
up to 250 000 deadweight tonnes. The substantial 
investment that has been put in by this company is 
a measure of its confidence in the future of the 
area. As well, the Mimi-Mitsui-Mitsubishi
partners have announced their intention to partici
pate in the North-West Shelf gas project and this 
has given a further ring of confidence to the area. 
It represents an important breakthrough. As the 
biggest project in Australia, there is no doubt that 
it will be a major contributor to the recovery of the 
economy. I am extremely proud to be the member 
for the area which contains projects of such im
portance. 

Industrial relations in the Pilbara are at their 
best ever. Statistics show Australian workers have 
set a record for the least number of days lost 
through industrial disputes since such records 
were first published in 1970. Room still exists for 
improvement in the mining industry, and I would 
not dispute that. l welcome the progress made 
towards the establishment of a consultative coun
cil in the Pilbara. That concept is on the brink of 
becoming a reality and I take this opportunity to 
congratulate all the people involved in its setting 
up-the unions, the Government, and the 
company representatives-for their tremendous 
efforts. At long last we might see conciliation re
placing the confrontation of the past under the 
previous Government. 

Despite attempts by the Opposition to slander 
Pilbara unionists, I point out that they are respon
sible, hard-working people who have not only been 
wrongly maligned in the past, but also, as was 
recently brought to light by the Minister for Police 

and Emergency Scrvic(:S, they have been openly 
harassed, along with their families, by right-wing 
extremists. That took place in 1982. Those ex
tremists poisoned family pets and threatened chil· 
dren and wives with violence. 

The community was deeply shocked to learn of 
the intimidation carried out by a right wing organ
isation. It was organised by a former senior army 
officer. He paid $10 000 to an off-duty policeman 
10 harass those people and their families. I hope 
the exposure of this rightist element will deter 
further such activities. 

Opposition members: Have you proof of that? 

Mrs BUCHANAN: Members opposite might 
like to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services about that. 

I am glad those activities have been exposed, 
and I hope they will be deterred in future. We can 
do without that sort of thing in the Pilbara, or 
indeed, in any part of the State or Australia. 

I want to place on record my disgust at the 
Opposition's anti-land rights campaign. In recent 
times the leader of the Opposition and his cohorts 
have been fear-mongering around my electorate. 
The Liberal Party organised two so-called sem
inars in my electorate. These seminars were a dis
graceful sham. I have never seen anything like 
them in all my life. The first was held in Port 
Hedland and the Liberal Party organised it in a 
disco bar in one of the hotels. 

Mr Court: What is wrong with a disco bar? 

Mrs BUCHANAN: I will tell the member. For 
a start, the event was advertised as an open public 
meeting; everyone was welcome to attend and hear 
the land rights debate. When people arrived they 
were asked to pay $5 to get in. That was to cover 
the cost of the hire of the place and the cheese and 
biscuits to be served afterwards. That would have 
been fair enough if it had been advertised as such. 
It was not. It caused people considerable embar
rassment when they arrived without money. Those 
who bad money took full advantage of the bar 
facilities available, and by the end of the evening 
the whole thing degenerated into a drunken 
slanging match. 

Mr Laurance: What about the $20 a head for a 
luncheon in the Pilbara with the Premier, a lunch
eon which he did not attend? 

Mrg BUCHANAN: The second so-called sem
inar was in Karratha, at a similar venue but it was 
not quite as bad as the first. It was mainly 
attended by members of the Liberal Party. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Henderson): 
Order! 
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Mrs BUCHANAN: There were four speakers 
against land rights and only myself to put the 
other side of the coin. 

Mr Laurance interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! 1 asked 
earlier in this debate that the speaker be heard 
with a reasonable degree of silence, and that she 
be given an opportunity to make her comments. lt 
is not necessary to have a continual stream of 
interjections. particularly from members who have 
recently entered the Chamber. 

Mrs BUCHANAN: The event at Karratha was 
by no means a fair forum for debate on such a 
sensitive issue. lt was an absolute disgrace to call 
those farces .. seminars ... 

Mr MacKinnon: What would you call them'? 

Mrs BUCHANAN: They were meetings set up 
for political purposes. The chief organiser of the 
seminars is a man named Lightfoot, a man who 
has since announced his intention to seek 
preselection for the seat of Murchison-Eyre. Those 
meetings were all about politics; they were not 
seminars on Aboriginal land rights. 

Mr McNee: A lot of Liberal Party seminars are 
about politics. 

Mrs BUCHANAN: These were advertised as 
public seminars. they were not advertised as Lib
eral Party meetings. 

The Liberal Party has a lot to answer for. It is 
not the Seaman inquiry which will set the Aborigi
nal people back, as was suggested by the member 
for Kalamunda when he spoke the other day, it is 
his own Party's grandstanding around the 
countryside, trying to whip up ill-feeling and 
racism against the Aboriginal people. 

Mr MacKinnon: That is rubbish and you know 
it. 

Mrs BUCHANAN: The Liberal Party stands 
condemned in the eyes of the world for its dis
graceful actions. 

Mr Clarka: Don' t you understand that land 
rights per sc is racism '! It must be. 

Mrs BUCHANAN: That is a typical example 
of what I was talking about. 

Mr Clarko: That is what it means; racism is 
about race. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! 

Mrs BUCHANAN: I would like to commend 
both the National Aboriginal Conference and all 
Aboriginal people, and in particular the member 
ror Kimberley, for his calm and reasoned ap
proach to this sensitive and difficult subject. 

I turn now to some comments made in the 
House last night by the member for Nedlands 

with regard to the historic town of Cossack. 
Cossack is also one of my favourite places. I go 
there often for recreation, and sometimes to fish. 
The member for Nedlands may be interested to 
know I never miss catching my dinner, whether 
fish or the delectable mangrove crabs which are 
abundant in the area. Perhaps if he is in my elec
torate sometime he might like me to give him a 
few lessons in fishjng and crabbing. 

Mr Court: I will take you up on that. 

Mr Clarko: You couldn't avoid catching them 
there could you? 

Mrs BUCHANAN: The member for Nedlands 
seemed to indicate that he could not catch them. 

At other times I go to Cossack for fund raising 
functions organised by the restoration committee. 
l launched the first of these some months ago. 1 
also attend fun days and trophy presentations. In 
the time I have been associated with the Cossack 
restoration and development committee, I have 
strongly supported all its activities, including its 
applications for grants through the heritage com
mission. Progress on the restoration programme 
has reached the stage of a contract being let for 
work on the next building, Galbraiths Store. We 
are all delighted with the grant and pleased to see 
the work going on. 

The new access road has also been commenced. 
It is currently under construction. That will make 
a difference to visitors to Cossack as well as a 
difference to the local residents. 

I am also as.<>;stiog the committee in its efforts 
to have power connected to the town . I feel that 
will give a great lift to the people who visit 
Cossack and will promote tourism in the area. 

The member for Nedlands might correct me if I 
am wrong, but from what he said last night, he 
gave the impression that nobody can go to Cossack 
any more. 

Mr Court: J said that much of Cossack had 
been closed up since January of this year. The 
courthouse has been closed for months. It is now 
open on a part·time basis. Temporary measures 
have been taken to open it up. 

Mrs BUCHANAN: That is only one building. 
Therefore, it is wrong to say that a large part of 
the town is not accessible. 

Mr Court: Would you agree that that is the 
main tourist attraction? 

Mrs BUCHANAN : 1 would not say that. There 
have been some difficulties, but I will get to those 
in a minute. To set the record straight, tourists are 
still arriving in Cossack in droves. They have been 
greatly encouraged by the work of the Cossack 
committee. 
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It is true to say that there have been domestic 
problems and that, for a while, the courtbollSC was 
not open to public inspection, as the member for 
Nedlands said last night. The committee was, at 
that time, in the unfortunate position of having to 
dismiss Mr and Mrs van Rark who had been 
employed as caretakers. They had not honoured 
the terms of their employment agreement, terms 
which involved the payment of 10 per cent of 
proceeds paid by the tourists who visit the build
ings in return for their free accommodation in the 
police barracks. They had also demanded a seven
year lease. In fact , they had tried to get the De
partment of Lands and Surveys to approve a lease 
of their own drafting without the knowledge of the 
committee. When that failed, they went off in a 
great fit of pique and took out a writ against the 
committee. They said they had spent $80 000 on 
the residence and were seeking either a seven-year 
lease or c<>mpensation for the amount they had 
spent. 

That matter is still the subject of litigation. It is 
a private matter between Mr and Mrs van Rark 
and the Cossack restoration and development 
committee. 

Mr Court: Do they still live in Cossaek? 

Mrs BUCHANAN: They still live in Cossack 
rent· free. They will continue to do so until such 
time as the court case is settled. That is likely to 
take a considerable time. 

M r Court: That was the point I was trying to 
make. There is a domestic problem. Do you not 
think the problem has to be resolved quickly? It 
will not be resolved in the courts. Those matters 
take years. The tourists are going to the area now. 
Better facilities , such as toilets,. are· needed 
straightaway. 

Mrs BUCHANAN: For the benefit of the 
member for Ncdlands, all of those things are being 
attended to at this time. His suggestion that I 
should take it upon myself to interfere in the legal 
process is quite improper. J wilt continue to assist 
with the committee's work. I think it is unfortu
nate that the van Raark problem is hampering the 
committee in its work. 

I am completely satisfied with the way tbe com
mittee is handling this matter. l have great respect 
for the people who work on the committee. They 
are people of considerable standing in the com
munity. I think the committee comprises represen
tatives of the shire council and of the Roebourne 
Tourist Bureau. Business people from that area 
are also involved with the committee. A member 
of senior management of Cliffs Robe River Iron 
Associates is also a member. 

I commend the professional way in which the 
committee has handled the whole situatjon to 
date, and also I commend the way it is planning 
Cossack. After all. tourism is the up-and-coming 
industry in my electorate. The work those poeple 
are doing will greatly benefit the communities in 
the surrounding towns. It will create jobs and 
plenty of tourist dollars for the people in the area. 

In conclusion, J would like to say how honoured 
I am and how proud I feel to be part of this 
Government. I am particularly proud to be here as 
a representative of the pt()ple of the Pilbara. I look 
forward-

Mr MacKinnon: -to getting the prices down in 
the Pilbara! 

Mrs BUCHANAN: -to an interesting and 
stimulating session. I said before: The first price I 
would like to get down is the price of gas. That 
price was set by Sir Charles Court. I look forward 
to debating all matters brought forward by the 
Government. I especially look forward to Parlia
ment Week. J hope that members sitting opposite 
will calm down and join in the spirit of that event 
and help to make it the resounding success that it 
should be. 

MR MENSAROS (Fioreat) (12.15 p.m.]: I 
preface my remarks by humbly offering my best 
wishes to the new Governor of the State (Professor 
Gordon Reid) . I bave had the privilege of knowing 
him. 1 am convinced he has the maturity and 
character needed by that high office to put behind 
him his political views and to serve the State only 
within the framework of the law. 

I begin this debate by refuting the Govern
ment's argument which has been so successfuiJy 
represented and echoed in the media. The event 
IO which l am referring is the resolution at last 
weekend·s Liberal Party Conference, a resol.ution 
which related to the privatisation of utilities. I said 
two days ago that our policy·making mechanism is 
entirely different from the policy-making mechan
ism of the Australian Labor Party. The State Con
ference of the Uberal Party recommends policies 
to the parliamentary party-the expert body, if 
one wishes to call it that, which uJtimately makes 
the policies. However, apart from that, the 
resolution of the conference and the 
accompanying debate was misquoted, quite 
deliberately, I am sure, by the Acting Premier. He 
tried to achieve some political support from the 
country community because be badly needs it. al
beit he does not deserve it. 

The resolution of the conference was either 
wholly or p<~rtly to take over the Government 
instrumentalities which serve as public utilities. 
Many examples were given. However, the 


