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]\fr. Thomson: The farmers are paying 
the same increased rates. 

Mr. FOLEY: But the bulk of their 
goods hacl been carried before the rates 
were increasecl. The Government took an 
ill-advised action in raising the railway 
freights when they dicl. I have heard the 
Premier say it made very little difference, 
but since going into that question I find 
lhat in regai·d to many of the items wl.iicb 
I privately brought under the notice of 
the Govem)nent ,the increase in mtes has 
been infinitesimal. I maintain that it 
should hm,e been the cluty of lhe emer
gency boards appointed by the Govern
ment to step in and do a little more f or 
U1e outback centres. Ju conclusion, :C 
tl'ust the session will result in the carrying 
out of the full programme laid down. In 
the past we have given every possible as
sistance to t"11e fanning industry, and this 
session we ai·e going to ask the ag1:icnl
tural .members to assist us in doing some 
little good for the workers in the mining 
industry, many of whom are now in the 
sanatorium, while it is our desire to pre
vent others from going I here. At pl'e
sent the sanatorium is the only outlook 
for the great majority of the workers in 
our .mines. I would point out lhat whe
ther a mun is stricken down in industry, 
or in the war trenches, his maintenance is 
equally a drain on the State's resources. 
I tn;st that the session will be resultant of 
some goocl in the direction of Assisting the 
men in our mines. 

.llfr. WANSBROUGH (Beverley) 
W.2!l] : I, in common with other mem
bers, hope lhat the work of the session 
will be carried on amicably and will re
sult in good to the whole community. 
Dealing with tbe Governor's Speech, I 
am pleased to see among the measures 
to be dealt with this session that provid
ing for the reclassification of land. Re
presenting as I do one of the wheat-grow
ing areas of the State, one of the districts 
\•itally affected and suffering to a large 
extent from the iniquitous operations of 
the existing Land Act, I welcome this 
proposition if only to disperse the feel
ing among the settlers that they have not 
received a fair deal in the past. After 
the manner in which the proposition was 

nllowed to la1,se last session, I hope soro4.' 
good will come out of it on this occasion. 

The :Minister for :Mines: That is what 
the member for Northam left ns to do. 

lllr. WANSBROUGH: Speaking gen
erally regarding the land laws of tbc 
State, I would like to see a universal set 
of laws adopted. I fail to see the neces
sity for fancl ir'l :rny portion of the wheat
growing areas being charged for at a 
greater price than that in another por
tion. It is a peculiar fa.ct that in the 
outlying parts of t:he wheat-growing areas 
the price per acre fixed by previous Gov
ernments is alto gel her out of proporlion 
to that chnrged in t he more sett.led areas 
which enjoy lhe advantages of better fa
cilities. Touchinl? the 1Jneslio11 of de
ferred rent., the proposition emanating 
from the Industries .Assistance Board 
that all ti.Jose farmers in arrear with Jani! 
rent should come under the operations of 
the Industries Assistance Act " 'onld, if 
adopted, be a most iniquitous procedure. 
I know of cases where men have struggled 
through without having to incur any as
sistance either from financial institutions 
or from the Industries Assistance Board, 
who to-day a.re faced with the problem 
of either having to make outside arrange
ments or come under the operations of 
the A.ct for n paltry sum of £30 or £40, 
and they ha\'e 400 or 500 acres of crop 
gi,·ing e,·ery promise of a 14 or 15-bushel 
:n-eral!'.e in three or four months' time. I 
hope .the 1\Iinister for Lands will shortly 
make a public announcement on this mat
ter. because I do not. think that he him
self is in favour of the proposal. These 
cases arc not genera.I, but the Minister 
should look into them individually and 
make exceptions, and not force such far
mers to come under the operations of the 
A.et. While I recognise that a serious 
problem confronts t.he Government in 
connection with the finances, I hope tho 
important question of the bulk handling 
of grain will not be lost sight of. I do 
not wish to imply that we should incur 
expenditure nt present in order to estab
lish this system, but the time jg ripe for 
collecting infonnation so that as soon as 
the outlook improves tbe installation of 
this system might be. proceeded with. It 
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is always a good plan to take time by the 
forelock. 

Mr. Heitmann: In GeraldJton they 
have no means of handling wheat, lea,•e 
alone bulk-handling facilities. 

1\fr. WANSBROUGH: I do not ad\'o
eate that any portion of the State should 
rec<'ive 1111 advantage oYer another in this 
respect. The bag question has been a 
serious one for the farmer in the post, 
and particularly in relation to the coming 
harv~st, and I was pleased to hear 
the statement on this point from 
the ~Jinister to-day. 1t will have 
the effect of clearing away a lot 
of misunderstanding which hns ex
isted, and merchants as well as producers 
will be more than satisfied with it. I 
understand that farmet-s under the In
dustries Assistance Boa1·d will be able to 
:H'(Jllirc their bags through the board 
from the different agents in the State. 
The member for: Leonora <:\fr. Folev) 
indicated that he had gone ~s far as l1~ 
intended to go in the direction of assist
ing t he farming industry. The hon. 
member adopted a very pecnliar attitude 
b.er.:rase he ·also ·ap~enled -to ·representa. 
twes of the farming inclnsti·y to assist in 
amending the l\fines Regulation Act. 
During the Premier's trip to the Esper
ance district a Labour member in another 
place announce<l publicly that in future 
farmers would receive no more assistance 
from him. I do not believe that is the 
general opinion of our friends on the 
Go\•ernment sicle, but statements of this 
kind tend to intensify between the golcl
fields anrl the agricultural members the 
feeling which was only too prevalent in 
the past. 

Mr. Heitmann: It is annoying for 
golrlfields members year after year to be 
asking for laws which they cannot get. 

J\lr. W ANSBROCGH: So-called far
mers' representati\'eS have occupied seals 
in this Honse before, but those at present 
ih tbe House constitute the real article. 
I am ,·oicing the opinion of my colleagues 
when J say that our word is our bond, 
and fhat members on the Governmen~ 
side can rely upon it being fulfilled. 

The ~linislcr for J\Jines: You are all 
rigl.il, hnt will yon rnrry Baxted He is 
a bit erratic. · 

J\lr. W .AN SJHW UGH: •:rhe member 
for Coolgardie {:lfr. :'ll<' Du wall) staterl 
thnt the only bright feature in the affair~ 
of I lie State during recent months harl 
been lbe gold-ruining industry. Without 
dispnrilging the gold-mining industry, I 
nrnintnin that the future prosperity of 
\ \' eslern Australia does not depend upon 
it. Gold is a diminsbing asset annually, 
while the agricultural industry is in
creasing yearly by leaps and bounds. 
Some members will point to the millions 
of gold produced by t he mines, bat let 
me a~k out of lhe millions won from the 
mines bow much of it is distributed in 
this SI ntc? How manv hundreds of tbou
sanrls of pounds is se1;t from Anstralia to 
!'wdl cli\·i1lencls in the olcl country, in 
m:lll_\. insf·ances in foreiJ!n countries, and 
in some in.,tauccs ernn in enemv countries 
to-day•? Not so with the a!!'ri~nllnral iu
clnsfr:y. E,·ery man engag~d in tbnt is 
1m1·1· nnd parrel of the State. 

:111-. Heitnumn : So, loo, with mining. 
. lilr. W.ANSBROUGR.:. Yes,. but many 
of those wbo engage in mining are here 
to-day and gone to-morrow. The gold
tlelds members in voicing their opinions 
should not forget that if they desire the 
assistance of agricultural representa
ti ,·e.<;, they mast adopt a different tone. 

Mr. O'Loghlen: The fa.nnei· will even
tually retire and the miner will go into 
the sanatorium. 

J\Ir. WANSBROUGH: Regarding the 
operations of the Industries Assistance 
Roarcl, I do not intend to reflect on the 
~liuister because I know the board was 
appointed for llie sole purpose of reliev
ing him of the worrv nod trouble conse
quent on the operati'oo of the Act. But 
in the appointment of members of the 
board, the J.[inister erred very greatly 
indeed. In appointing men like Mr. 
Paterson and l'lfr. Sutton to positions on _ 
the board, men wbo are giving good ser
"i<'~ to the s1·nte hut who were already 
o,·en,·01·ked, in fact they were working 
lil or 20 hom'S out of the 24, the l\Cinis
ter made a great mistake. for he could 
not expect such o\·erwork~cl officials ex-
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ccllent though they are: to do justice 
to I heir posii ions. Althongh great clel.ay 
occurred and correspondence was de
layed to an awful extent, I personally 
haYe fared Yery well at the hands of the 
hoard, lmt not so my constituents. 'Vh.Y 
should it be necessary for an applicant 
for assistance to have to wait four or 
five months for a. reply to his letters, and 
then '1ot get it and have to rely on tl1c 
membcl' fot· his district to transact the 
business for him 1 In no case which in 
the interests of constituents I brou!1:ht be
fore the board bnd replies been received 
in any shape or form, a fact which in
dicates marked nnbusinesslike propensi
ties. \Yhile I Lmve to thank individual 
members of the board for assistance re
ceived at their hands, yet as regards the 
public generally they ha\•e made a mess 
of the whole business. Another matter 
I would like to sb·ess is the necessity for 

. detailed statements of accounts being 
rendered to all Tecipients of nssistance 
from the board. It is ridiculous that 
l hose who received assistance in the 
sl1ape of wheat, fodder, fertiliser, and 
neressaries of life, do not yet know how 
they stand, or wliat they will he charged. 
If the same muddling is not to occur 
after the distribution of the crop, it is 
time the boa.rd got to wo1·k and supplied 
these people with particulars of their 
accounts. In the Go,·emor's Speech I 
fonnd not the slightest reference to the 
railway policy of the Government. Con
siderable dissatisfaction exists iu certain 
parts of the State, particularly the east
ern areas, owing to the non-fulfilment of 
n promise made by fll'evious Ministers 
regarding the completion of the much
required Yillimining-Konclinin to Merre
(lin line. \Vhile I recognise that there 
are serious difficulties in the way from 
the financial point of ''iew. attention 
should be paid, abo\•e all th~gs, to ag
ricultural Jines, because upon these the 
future prosperity of the State depends, 
and the railway policy should have re
ceiYed greater consideration in the 
Speech. l\Iuch dissatisfaction exists in 
that area owing . to the breaking of the 
:'.\fiuister's promise--because it was no
thing less tl1an a promise-regarding 

that line last session. The &taff was on 
the ground, and from all appearances 
everything was ready for the beginning 
of Hie work, and settlers were under the 
impression tha.t the work would cer
tainly be proceeded with, but soon they 
found that the plant was taken miles 
and miles away to another portion of the 
State at great expense. I hope that as 
soon as the finances will allow this par
ticular work will be gone on with. I do 
not think I need say anything more at 
this stnge. I do trust that members will 
absoh·e me from nnythin~ in the shape 
of caustic criticism because that was far 
from my intention. I am certainly only 
new in this Chamber and have not had 
to suffer the in.flict ions that some of the 
older members suffered, hltt I have seen 
mnch of ii through the columns of the 
Press. I hope the deliberations of the 
Honse this session will lead to ultimate 
benefit to the country, and that we shall 
all honestly and sincerely try to p ull to
gether for the common weal. 

J\fr. 0 'LOGHLEN (Forrest) (9.46]: I 
renlise in rising after four m~m hers have 
spoken, following upon the motion of the 
member for Coolgan1ie (Mr. McDownll) 
for the adoption of the Ai!dress-in
reply, that I have \"Cry little material, as 
far as the Speech is concerned, to work 
upon. It is probably t he briefest Speech 
on record. If we take the alleged 
criticisms levelled at the Government 
we ha \'e not much material to work upon 
in making any observations in connec
tion with current politics. During my 
experience, running into se,•en or eight 
years, I have not heard two such mild 
speeches as have emanated from tbe 
leaders of the respective parties oppo
site. These hon. members were so mild 
in thei1· criticism and so gracions in their 
praise that they really said nothing from 
start to finish that they could not repeat 
over the grave of their clearest friend. 
Notwithstanding the mild11ess of their 
utterances, I desire to get upon a some
what different track from those who 
have already spoken on the Arldress-in
repl~·. I am not going to be like every 
other hon. membex and say that Parlia
ment should go into recess, that we 


