
THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENT 
PARLIAMENTARY HISTORY PROJECT 

and 

J S BATTYE LIBRARY OF WEST AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 
ORAL HISTORY UNIT 

verbatim transcript of an interview with 

SIR CRAWFORD NALDER 
(1910-1994) 

PARLIAMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA : LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
MEMBER 1947 - 1974 
MINISTER 1959 - 1971 

LEADER, COUNTRY PARTY 1962 - 1973

Cr,, jA i

DEPUTY PREMIER 1962 - 1971 

 

Access: Research - Open 
Publication - Open 

Interviewer: Gail O'Hanlon 
Dates of interview: July - November 1993 
Reference number: OH 2581/2 
Duration: 7 hrs 35 mins in 8 x 60 tapes 
Transcriber: Hansard staff, Parliament of Western Australia 
Copyright: Parliament of Western Australia 

Library Board of Western Australia 

The Library Board of WA 

3 1111 022259392 



NOTE TO READER 

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a verbatim transcript of the 
spoken word and reflects the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical 
sources. The Parliament of Western Australia and the Battye Library are not responsible for 
the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views therein; these are for the reader to 
judge. 

[ ] are used for insertions, not in the original tape. 



INDEX - NLDER 

Addams, John 32,43 
Agriculture, Minister for 97 

Brand, David 106-8 
Brand Government 97,106-13 

Collonilling 13,31 
Country Party 

cooperation with Brand Government 
106-13; elect Nalder party leader 
106-10; electioneering Wagin seat 
59-63,67-70; party split - and 
repair 116; Wagin branch 32-3,43, 
56-9 

Country Women's Association 92 
Court, Charles 110 

Deputy Premier 106-10 

education, schooling 
country style, transport 4,13,14, 
22, 49,64-5; Nalder family 
interests 89,92; Wesley College 
32-41 

Egg Board 53 
electioneering 

by truck (1947) 60,62,63; costs, 
funding 68-9, effect on family 
68,92,93; methods 67,68,70,96; 
voting patterns 63 

Farmers' Union 48,53-4,62,63,106-7, 
110 

farming 
clearing 5-6,7,23,36,41; fencing 
7,10; home making 7,11-12,13,21,22, 
25,41,91; in Kimberley 103-5; pests, 
problems 53-4,83-4,90; seeding, 
cropping 3,6,7, 13,41-2,66-7; stock 
husbandry 6,7-11,13,23,24,52 

Farrow, Adelaide 29-30 
food 
farm 22,42; Kimberley 103-5; market 
gardens 110; Parliament House 79-81; 
school 40 

Hawke, A R G 97 
housing, hane-making 
Ppplecross 88; Claremont 87-8; 
Wagin 7,11-12,13,21-2,87 

Howard, Miss 14 
Hutchinson, Ross 85 

Irvin, Olive May, marries Crawford 
Nalder 50,51 

Johnston, W.O. and Co 47  

Katanning 96-7 
Kimberley, farming in 103-5 
Knighthood 112 

Land Settlement farms 
Nalder responsibility (1959-66) 
97-101, 109-12; occupation, 
allocation 20 

leadership qualities 109-10 
Lewis, Edgar 85 
Lyons, Alma 27,50-1 
Lyons, Arthur 50 

McLarty, Ross 84 
marriage, children 69,23,27,50,51,57, 

88,92-3,114 
music 26,27-9,93 

Nalder, Alec, brother 16,23,89 
Nalder, Bert 3 
Nalder, Dawn, daughter 23,27,50,88 
Nalder, Frank 3 
Nalder, Frank Leslie, brother 17 
Nalder, George 5 
Nalder, Grace Agnes, sister 16,17,89 
Nalder, Henry Arthur 2,6-13,16,24 
Nalder, Jack 19,20 
Nalder, Janet, née Painter, mother 
12,13,16,21,27 

Nalder, Joan 20 
Nalder, Maxine 23,27,50-1 
Nalder, Olive May, wife, née Irvin 

50,88,92-3 
Nalvin Park 52,53,88 
Narrogin, Member for 69,113 

Painter family 12,14-5 
Parliament House 

food 79-81; Hansard 73,82 
Parliament of WA, procedures, 

behaviour, facilities 47,56-7, 
73-91 (passim) ,94-107 (passim) , 111 

Pederick Horrie 29,51 
Pederick, Milton 29,51 
Piesse family 2,5,59,62,63 
politics 

Country Party service 56-8, 
88-91,97; election, MLA for Wagin 
59-60; introduction to 32,43-4,47; 
Ministerial appointment, service 
87,90; see also Parliament 

Prirrary Producers Association 48-9,53-4 

Railways, contribution by 66,102 
religion 

at Wag in 13,30-2; church debt 
to Grantia Painter 15 

Roe, Dame Raigh 92-3 



schooling 
at Wagin 14,22-3,49-50; 
Wesley 32-41(passim) 

sickness 114 
Smith, Mr 3-4 
sport 
in Parliamentary circles 84-5, 
92; interest in 20,23,25,35-41 
(passim); 

stock 
buying, selling 44-8; husbandry 
7-11, 13,23,24,52; killed by poison 
bush 6,7; stock-breeding, Nalvin 
Park 53 

Stubbs, Sydney 59-60,83 
superphosphate 83-4,90 

transport 
bicycle 13; buses 22,49,64-5; 
droving 52; horse and cart 4,13,22; 
railways 66,102; tram 39,40; truck 
53,60,67 

Wagin 
electorate affairs 20,56,60,62,63, 
67,68,70,96; stock-handling 44-8,53 

Wagin Road Board 20,56 
War Service Land Settlement see Land 

Settlement 
Ward, Mr 32,43 
Watts, Arthur 75-7,90 
Wesley College 32-41 
Wheatgrowers Union 53,54 
Wise, Frank 84 
women 

community helpers 91-3; homemakers 
91; parliamentarians 77 



ILLUSTRATIONS 

Page No. 

Sir Crawford David Nalder, 1983 Frontispiece 

"Harry" Nalder's team, Wagin 9-10 

"Bonnie Doon" Homestead 12-13 

Parents Wedding Day 14-15 

Jack, Frank, Grace, Alec, Crawford Nalder, circa 1922 18-19 

Crawford's family at his brother Frank's wedding 18-19 

"The Quartet" circa 1930 28-29 

WA Delegates Pan-Pacific CE Convention, Sydney 1931 30-31 

In Wesley School uniform, circa 1925 39-40 

Crawford David Nalder and Olive May (Irvin) on their Wedding Day, 1933 50-51 

Crawford David Nalder, circa 1940 55-56 

Crawford and Olive Nalder, circa 1960 86-87 

Teaching Sunday School, Applecross Uniting Church, circa 1960 88-89 

Speaking at Avondale Research Station Field Day, 1968 90-91 

Olive and Crawford Nalder and children circa 1950 93-94 

Maxine, Campbell and Dawn Nalder, 1956 93-94 

Hon. Paul Hasluck, President of the Malagasy Republic, and the 100-101 
Hon. CD Nalder, 1960s 

77th Meeting of Agricultural Council, 1970 100-101 

In his ministerial office, 1960s 105-106 

Ministerial duties 1960s 107-108 

David Brand with his Cabinet, 1965 108-109 



INTRODUCTION 

This is an interview with the Honourable Sir Crawford Nalder for the Western Australian 
Parliamentary Oral History Project and the Battye Library Oral History Unit. 

Crawford Nalder was born in Katanning in 1910 and grew up in the Wagin district. Educated 
at local schools and Wesley College, he left school in 1925 and worked on the family farm. 
His interest in politics was sparked while a student at Wesley and when he returned to Wagin 
he became involved in farmers' organisations, the Wagin Road Board and the local branch of 
the Country Party. He was also an active member of the Methodist Church. In 1934 he 
married Olive Irvin and they had two daughters and one son. After marrying he ran his own 
sheep, wheat and pig farm and stud at Wagin, and also established himself as a stock buyer 
for metropolitan butchers. 

In 1947, Crawford Nalder was elected the MLA for Wagin and in 1950 became the Member 
for Katanning, a seat he held continuously until his retirement in 1974. He was Minister for 
Agriculture from 1959 to 1971; the Minister responsible for War Service Land Settlement 
from 1959 to 1966; and Minister for Electricity from 1962 to 1971. In 1956 he was elected 
Deputy Leader of the Country Party and was Leader of the Country Party from 1962 to 1973. 
From 1962 to 1971 he served as Deputy Premier in the Brand Government. 

After the death of his first wife he married Brenda Wade in 1974; it was also the year he 
received a knighthood. 

During the interview Sir Crawford discussed his early life and his political career. However, 
at the time of the interviews he suffered from very poor health, tired easily and could become 
confused. After a long illness Sir Crawford Nalder died at the Swan Cottage Homes on 
8 December 1994. 

The interviews were recorded in Sir Crawford's home in Booragoon between July and 
November 1993 by Gall O'Hanlon. There are eight tapes. 
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VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT 

TAPE ONE SIDE ONE 

GO'H The first interview with Sir Crawford 
Nalder for the Parliamentary oral history project and 
the Battye Library Oral History Unit, recorded on 
19 June 1993 by Gail O'Hanlon. 

Could you tell me your full name, please? 

NALDER 

GO'H 

NALDEP. 
check on that. 

GO'H 
right? 

NALDER 
details.' 

GO'H  

My full name is Crawford David Nalder. 

And what is your date of birth? 

14 February 1914. Is that right? We'll 

Yes, I think it's 1910. Would that be 

Could be. Someone will have the 

Good. Where were you born? 

NALDER I was born in Katanning. The reason for 
not being born at Wagin was that there were no 
facilities at the time, or they were out of date, and 
[they] had to take [my mother] down to Katanning. That 
is my only link. I am not disgraced by that, anyway 
[chuckles] 

GO'H Were you born at a hospital in Katanning? 

NALDER Yes, in a hospital at Katanning and I 
can't give you the name. We are in the process of 
finding that out. 

11910 is correct (cN) 
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GO'H Where did you grow up? 

NALDER Home on the farm. The farm was situated 
17 miles north-east of Wagin. 

GO'H Was it in the Wagin district or did it 
have a separate - 

NALDER No, no, it was the Wagin district. There 
was a lady [who] set up a system where children were 
born, and quite a lot of Wagin children my age - I am 
taking the liberty of calling it my age.... quite a few 
of my family were born around about the same time and so 
we claim that we were born in Wagin. I am not ashamed 
of being from Katanning because I had a lot to do with 
it when.... you'll find out a bit later in the book. 

GO'H Could you tell me a bit about your 
parents? What was your father's name? 

NALDER My father's name was Henry Arthur, 
H.A. Nalder. 

GO'H And where was he born? 

NALDER He was born, as far as I know, in 
Ballarat, Victoria. We are in the [process] now of 
getting some of these details. 

GO'H Do you know anything at all about your 
father's parents? 

NALDER Yes, his father died.... they came out 
from somewhere between Scotland and England and his 
father died but his mother lived on to the ripe old age 
of 96, I think it was. She brought up the rest of the 
family and the boys - there were four boys at this 
stage; there was another one born later - two decided to 
get together and come to the west because the west was 
being publicised all around the country because of the 
goldmines, and many people came from the east to the 
west becoming interested in gold. It was the oldest and 
the youngest of the Nalder family that actually came to 
the west and were allocated land. They got jobs in and 
around Wagin, there were quite a few, because, and some 
reference will be made about it later on, the Piesse 
family took up land all around Wagin and started farming 
and there were plenty of jobs for people. They had 
orchards, they had planted fruit trees with the object 
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of building up orchards, and that was the beginning. 
Many cases of fruit from Wagin were sent to the Perth 
centre for sale. We grew beautiful apples and stone 
fruits. So in the early days between 1908 to 1910 and 
1912 they were establishing industries, and quite a few 
people were given jobs, not only harvesting crops but 
picking fruit and other matters which we will refer to a 
bit later on. 

GO'H You said that the eldest and the youngest 
boy came over to Western Australia. What were their 
names? 

NALDER Albert; I've got to get his second name.1  
I had a property - 

GO'H You were saying he was given a property - 

NALDER In its natural state. 

GO'H Virgin bush. 

NALDER And both of them went to work and started 
to clear it with axes; they didn't have any bulldozers 
in those days. Frank registered as a soldier in the 
First World War and he was shot the night the armistice 
was signed. So that was one less than all the family, 
and Bert carried on on his own with his own family, and 
in those days of course you made use of every penny you 
could get. He went on and got his family, and every now 
and then if they wanted labour they would apply for it. 
And we'll have some interesting little titbits about 
people who came to work on the farms later on in the 
book. 

GO'H Can you tell me about that now, some of 
the people that came to work on the farms - while it's 
on your mind? 

NALDER Well, this is jumping in a bit before 
time, but you can handle that the way you like it. 

There was a gentleman by the name of Smith who lived 
about four miles from Ballaying Siding which was a 
siding between Wagin and Dunth].eyung and it wasn't easy 
to get labour and you had to apply through the Perth.... 

1The second brother was Frank Nalder (GO'H). 
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everybody in the country who wanted labour had to apply 
to the labour establishment in Perth, and sometimes it 
was very difficult to get people. They'd wait till a 
boat came and had a number of people that had registered 
as farm labourers. [They] came out from mainly England 
but they came from other countries too and as well 
mainly at that stage they came from England, Wales, 
Ireland and Scotland. Later on they came from other 
places but this was in the initial stages. 

This Mr Smith lived about four miles from Ballaying 
Siding and so that he wouldn't have to harness up a 
horse and buggy, or sulky, because that was the means of 
transport; there were no cars at that stage of the 
business and all horse-drawn vehicles were the accepted 
means of travelling from one place to another. He made 
a track through a reserve. He left word to say that he 
would go out of the siding at Ballaying, then you had 
the road that ran from Ballaying to Dumbleyung, and when 
you got that far you joined another little path that had 
been cleared through the bush and you walked to the 
farm, and very often you had to go through rain, wet and 
cold, and the opposite when it was hot and dry. You 
were confronted with a problem either way. 

There were two very interesting incidents that happened 
by some of the labour that came out from the old 
country, as it was said then, and one of them was as 
follows: He arrived by foot at the farmer's residence, 
so the farmer called him into his room and questioned 
him as to what he could do, and he said, "Any interest 
in vehicles?" "Yes, yes." "Could you fix up a cart?" 
"Yes, yes." "Could you put a horse in the cart?" "Yes, 
yes." He said, "There's a horse tied up with a rope up 
there by the tree. Take him out, put his harness on and 
bring him up here to me to the house, because we are 
going out in the cart and probably might have to take 
some lunch with us. We're going." So everything was 
going ahead, the horse was taken away and at that stage 
the trees were still alive and you'd have a job to find 
your way to where everything was unless you knew and 
were well acquainted with the system of the farmer's 
activities. Anyway, he didn't turn up and so the farmer 
got a bit annoyed and he walked across to the shed, and 
what do you think he saw? He saw the man trying to put 
a horse into the cart! Not harnessing it to the cart 
but trying to put him into the cart [laughs]. Pity we 
didn't have radio at that stage or we could have heard 
what was said. But you can appreciate the situation. 
This was one of them. 

I'll give you one other instance. Another one arrived 
at the farm a bit later and he didn't have a light. 
They had lanterns in those days, anyway this chap didn't 
have a light, and he called the farmer over and he said, 
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"Is that electricity over there?" There was something 
hanging from the roof. He said, "No, that's a brown 
snake. You don't pull those by the head." And that was 
another experience of people [not] having knowledge of 
what to do, and there were many that weren't recorded, 
but that was just an incident that indicted people not 
knowing exactly what was happening and they had to learn 
how to handle it when they arrived in Western Australia. 

GO'H You said that your two uncles came out to 
Wagin. 

NALDER Yes, that's right, they came to Wagin. 
And then the next two, that was my Uncle George, to whom 
we will be referring later, and my dad Henry Arthur. 
They joined together and applied for land and they were 
given some blocks of land, north-east again, further on 
than their brothers, and first of all they went to the 
Piesses as the Piesse family was well established around 
Wagin. They had jobs for almost countless numbers of 
people who were willing to take an axe and chop trees 
down so they could be burned. They established a 
property adjoining their brother Bert's place but it was 
poor sand-plain country and they didn't clear it. 
Blackboys were terribly hard to get out, you had to chop 
them. You had to dig the soil around the bottom of the 
blackboy and then cut it out and then throw it or drag 
it into a heap with a horse and chains and when they 
dried off they would set [them] alight and burn them. 
It was an old method of clearing and a very difficult 
method, and in the summertime when they were clearing it 
ready to get burning, because they had controlled 
burning, you had to apply to the road board at the time, 
because that was the name of the centre that controlled 
all the things that were done in a district. So this is 
the way it went on, and it was a very slow exercise. 
But it is amazing the work that they did. As a matter 
of fact my brother and myself were born... . and we will 
mention this little detail a bit later, but we were sent 
out after school hours or on holiday weekends to do some 
clearing, and we had what we called the slasher. It was 
a piece of equipment that had a handle and you wiped it 
both ways as though you were trying to play golf. You'd 
swish the slasher one side to the other and with another 
movement you did it with the other side of the slasher, 
and you hit it both ways and cut all the growing 
branches of bushes and things that had to be cut, to 
die, to clear. Every family, even some of the ladies of 
the family, or perhaps it would be better to say the 
female, at the time [chuckles] .... they would go out 
with a slasher and do a little bit. Every little bit 
counted, of course, because the sooner you cut it down 
the quicker it died and would carry a big fire, and we 
will have plenty of instances of that happening, later 
on in the book. 
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GO'H How old would you and your brother have 
been when you were sent out with the slasher to clear 
the land? 

NALDER We would have been from about ten. You 
see, youngsters in those days were interested in 
novelties, and these were things that you didn't see 
elsewhere because all the bush roads weren't against the 
main road and you'd have to go on a track off to see 
what people were doing. Some had axes, some had 
tommyhawks, some had shovels, they had every type of 
instrument you could find that would help you to get rid 
of the green trees or bushes, and we were blessed with 
beautiful flowers. Our wild country was beautiful. As 
a matter of fact I might mention this; it will be 
something you people who are reading this book won't 
know. Unless we cleared it all we couldn't do anything 
with it. We couldn't get a fire; we couldn't sow it 
because the limbs of bushes would still lay around and 
get caught up in the machinery, so we had to make sure 
that it was all fairly well cleared, and, too, the fact 
was that you had horses and horses didn't like to be hit 
in the belly with a stick that they trod on. So it was 
a combination of a terrific lot of effort to make sure 
that your land was cleared. And then, into the bargain, 
they found that in some areas there were poison bushes, 
and if the sheep got out and ate a poison bush.... 
they'd only have to eat box poison from one of the 
poisons, only had to eat a couple of leaves and they'd 
be dead by night. So there were a tremendous number of 
casualties, not only with sheep but with cattle and 
occasionally with horses when they got poisoned, and you 
couldn't afford to lose animals that were helping you to 
bring in some money to carry on your work. 

GO'H Do you know when it was that your father 
came out to Wagin from Victoria? 

NALDER No, I'll refer to that in a moment, to 
get the exact date. The time factor was very important 
in those days because I remember my  uncle and my dad 
were in partnership and they soon worked out a time you 
could sow and expect to get results, and they always 
used to say, "If you don't sow before the 8th of June, 
you might as well not sow at all, " because the wheat 
wouldn't grow. They hadn't established a variety that 
they could practise with and know that they would get 
results. So it was a matter of trial and error over and 
over again, not only with wheat but with oats and 
barley, and some people were experimenting with lucerne, 
growing lucerne. We had 160 acres of lucerne that were 
beautiful for the eye to see in a dry year. You'd see 
this green lucerne all growing, and we'd have our sheep 
put on It for a change of something to eat, because 
they're like people, you know; they don't like bread and 
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butter every day in the week for six months or 
something, they like a change. 

They grew their own vegetables and some did very well 
with them, became quite independent of their need of 
vegetables for food. 

GO'H Can I just ask you a few questions about 
your mother now? 

NALDER I'd rather finish off about my father and 
my uncle. I suppose some of those who read this story 
would like to know what they were living in. Well, to 
start with of course they just made tents, and there was 
plenty of wood around; there was a variety of trees that 
did a terrific lot in helping people to get established 
on farms and that was a jam tree. They grew very 
prolifically in lots of places in lighter soils, good 
soil too, and as well as cutting them for fence posts - 
they were used almost entirely for that reason - but 
they were used for stakes and one thing and another for 
other purposes; making yards for horses.. . . When your 
horses got away you had to drive them back and get them 
into a place where you could handle them, and so they 
would make a yard so that once you drove your horse into 
the yard it couldn't get out. It was well and truly 
controlled. 

And the same thing applied with sheep, and I'll mention 
this a little bit later on, because sheep and wool and 
grain were the two main items of income and you did 
everything you could to establish them and you did 
everything that followed on by branding them so that you 
had a record if they got into somebody else's property. 
They were branded; and most farmers if they found a 
brand of a neighbour would get in the horse and cart or 
ride a horse across to the other person's farm and tell 
him he had some of his sheep. So they'd put them in the 
yard and catch them and tie their legs together, or 
their head on the side of the cart, and then cart them 
back to their own farm. Then they'd have to go around 
the fence to find out where they got out. When you'd go 
out to round up your flock you'd find that a tree had 
fallen over and they'd got out into the poison. I 
remember going out one day, we couldn't find a small mob 
of wethers. Wethers are sheep of course that have been 
castrated and are used for wool and meat only. We found 
that they had got out onto the poison and 35 of them had 
eaten box poison leaves and we found them all dead in 
the corner of the paddock. We couldn't do anything 
about them. Some people if they found them early in the 
poison would get crutching shears which we used for 
cutting the dirt away from sheep and controlling flies, 
because blowflies were a menace. They'd blow the sheep, 
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and you'd have to get them in the yard and into the shed 
and crutch them, otherwise the flies would eat them 
alive and they'd die. So you had to take action. You 
were on your guard all the time for something that might 
happen that would reduce your flocks of sheep; and 
cattle too. Horses were a little bit different. Horses 
were more friendly with each other and would play around 
and if you'd been on the farm for a couple of years you 
had hay, which you'd cut with a binder which was pulled 
by horses; they made them with three-horse equipment and 
the hay would be automatically sewn up in sheaves. They 
were put into stooks so that they would dry; it was no 
good cutting hay and getting it wet. You had to keep it 
dry so you made a stook, and I think most people have 
seen the shape of stooks. We might even be able to find 
one to put in the.... Stooks were stooked in this 
direction with the hay sloping out onto the ground so 
that if it rained the water would run off the stook and 
run into the grass or into the soil, and it would still 
be valuable. Nearly everybody had a chaff cutter to cut 
the hay into little bits so that the horses could be 
fed, with that plus grain. We had a crusher to crush 
wheat or oats mainly for additional food for the horse 
team, because you had to feed them three times a day. 
We used to feed them in the morning, and I'll tell you 
some more stories about the morning. Dad was a great 
one for work. He wouldn't have a lazy bone in his body 
and he expected everybody else to be the same. At four 
o'clock in the morning, sometimes half past three, he'd 
go down the passage singing for all his worth, waking 
everybody up because he didn't want to be awake on his 
own; he'd want somebody to get breakfast ready, and by 
sunrise you had to be ready to get out with the team. 
I'll give you some detail a little bit later about the 
exercises we did to get horses in their right spot so 
that they would be put in the team to get the best value 
from them. Some were workers, some were a bit lazy. 
You had to be careful, too, because some were only 
freshly trained and if you went to touch their back leg 
they'd lash out at you and you'd get a kick in the 
stomach if you weren't careful. There was always a 
strange animal in the team that had to be treated 
specially. 

I'll tell you another little story that happened; this 
is a little bit later in the life of my father. They 
began to have sales to sell off any surplus stock they 
had or any, sometimes parts, or portions, of land. Some 
of it was hard to clear and they didn't have the methods 
or the people to do it so they would sell it to an 
adjoining neighbour who probably had a couple of strong 
sons and they would clear the land and fence it. 

GO'H You have mentioned the horses on your 
father and uncle's property. What sort of horses were 
they? 
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NALDER Clydesdales. We had a Clydesdale stud 
with red Clydesdales for sale, and not only for sale, we 
had them for show. We went to quite a number of royal 
shows in Perth and were quite successful with them. One 
of the horses that we imported we bought from a stud in 
New South Wales. I'll get the name of the stud, because 
they were also growers of stud sheep and quite a number 
of the sheep used to be imported or sold to people in 
Western Australia. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE ONE 
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TAPE ONE SIDE TWO 

GO'H How many horses would there have been on 
your uncle and father's property? 

NALDER We had on many occasions over thirty and 
with big animals that was a lot, because you had to have 
proper fences with barbed wire on the top to stop them 
from jumping over. I'll give you an instance of what my 
uncle had to do to save a situation on the farm. They 
had bush sheds. A lot of sheds were bush sheds, and 
there might still be some around and they are well worth 
seeing. We will try and see if we can get a picture of 
one or two to indicate the type of invention that 
farmers went to to get coverage for their animals. 

I was going to mention about the sales. When people 
were deciding to clear up a lot of rubbish about that 
could be of value, like sawn timber or posts, and there 
was quite a bit of money made out of sandalwood cutting 
and post cutting.... Nearly every farm in the great 
southern and in the northern wheatbelt too, especially 
where they are holding sheep, have made their fences out 
of jam posts, and if you looked in the paper you'd find 
so many hundred jam posts for sale and very often they'd 
have an option to sell them so people could get them to 
go on with fencing. That was the sort of thing that was 
happening. 

Anyhow, we had this bush shed and it was used as a 
stable for horses for a while. We had a place at the 
end of the shed that kept them out of the cold or the 
wet and it was used then for other purposes. A very 
important factor in getting clean grain was to get a 
grader in. A grader would come in and grade all the 
rubbish, straw, dirt and dust, and anything that was in 
the seed to get rid of it so that it could go through 
the machines properly. Some of the machines, if they 
had a stone in them it would stop the regular dropping 
of the seed and so it would have to be treated. One day 
after coming home from work.... The horses were used 
for ploughing a good way away, and another aspect of 
farming in Western Australia that is interesting to 
farmers that have come from other areas is what machines 
you used, what type of machine you used for the type of 
job you were doing, ploughing, cultivating, killing 
weeds, preparing the ground for seeds, many, many 
objects that were necessary to get good results. 
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My uncle went out next morning and here was a bag of 
wheat torn to pieces and it had been dragged all around 
the little paddock they were in, and he thought, "Who's 
doing this?" sort of thing. So he decided to try and 
work out something to stop it, and he got behind a tree 
that was not far away - and instead of a gate there were 
two poles that fitted into two slots of iron to hold the 
horses and the cattle from getting in - and. he watched 
them. And there was this horse that we'd bought at this 
auction, and I say "we" because we were all involved in 
it, we looked, followed this, and found that there was a 
horse jumping over the rails, he was a lighter horse; he 
wasn't a purebred Clydesdale, he was crossbred, and he 
would go up to these rails, stand there and jump over 
them, go into the shed and drag a bag of grain out and 
drag it all round the paddock, the little three-acre 
paddock! And he said, "How am I going to stop this?" 
Everybody had arms and he had a little rifle that.... 
you got material to shoot mice. You'd have everything 
all ready to pack your seed away and you'd find that you 
had mice in the shed, and you'd go down at night and 
when they'd come out and crawl along the roof, you'd 
shoot them. That was a simple and easy way of getting 
rid of the mice. 

Anyway, he had some mice shot, which were only very 
small pellets, and he got behind a tree and when this 
horse came down, he watched him, and he jumped over the 
poles. He sat down and gave it some thought as to what 
was the best thing to do, and it would be a bit of trial 
and error because every animal had a different system in 
doing what it wanted to do. Anyhow, what happened was 
the horse, sure as I am sitting here talking, the horse 
came down, looked at the poles and jumped over the poles 
and got in and dragged another bag down. So he said, 
"Right!" and he got a couple of these little mice 
pellets, put them in the shotgun and the next night he 
sat down behind the tree and as sure as I'm sitting here 
the animal came out of the shed, went down and went into 
the grain place and grabbed a bag of seed wheat. Just 
as he went to have another look and see, he saw him 
getting ready to jump and so he pulled the trigger and 
hit the wild horse on the backside with about ten or 
twelve pellets. And the horse [laughs] jumped the 
poles, jumped two fences, and I think he's still running 
[laughs]. He went right through two fences and broke 
them to pieces, and he never had any trouble again. I 
don't suggest you do that with your children [laughs]. 

GO'H Earlier on you were telling me about your 
father and your uncle; when they first arrived in Wagin 
they first lived in a tent. Did they build a house 
after that? 
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NALDER Yes, mainly built with timber and iron; 
they saved enough money to build a small place. Then 
wagin was blessed with some builders, brick builders, 
and stone. There was miles of stone, nearly in every 
paddock, and a lot of the houses were built with stone 
and they covered big areas too, and I think quite a lot 
of the homes are still there. The old home that I lived 
in, Bonnie Doon was the name of the property, is still 
there after many years; I will give you the exact date 
when we assess the time factors, to make it more 
interesting. 

GO'H Bonnie Doon was the name of the farm that 
your uncle and father farmed, was it? 

NALDER Yes. Dad had got married by this time, 
and they built a seven roomed house because by that time 
we had four children in the family, and when you had 
relatives in Victoria and you had relatives in South 
Australia they often came over to see us and we had to 
have accommodation. And the place is still there; it is 
as good as the day it was built, and my nephew and his 
wife are living in Bonnie Doon now. I have a photo of 
that, we've got plenty of them. 

GO'H Could you tell me a bit about your 
mother. What was your mother's name? 

NALDER My mother's name was Janet Painter. Her 
father and mother came over about 1906. I can correct 
that when we get the details. 

GO'H Where did they come from? 

NALDER They came from Snowtown in South 
Australia. They came by boat; they must have taken 
their material, their animals and equipment, their 
machinery and that, and consigned it all to Albany, and 
in it was a wagon and the wagon was packed with chairs 
and tables and all the equipment that is needed in a 
house, and they did the same as my father and uncle did. 
They were allocated a block of land east of Wagin, just 
adjoining the road that runs through to Dumbleyung, Lake 
Grace and a direct route by road to the Eastern States, 
that is South Australia and Victoria. It was used 
greatly. There was a bush track and eventually a lovely 
road, I would say, a bitumen road, to accommodate people 
travelling from east to west, because most people that 
live in Western Australia that have come from other 
countries have relatives in the Eastern States, and 
overseas too, of course. 
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"Bonnie Doon" Homestead, East Wagin. Home of Henry & Janet Nalder and children Crawford, Aleck, Grace, 
Frank and Jack 
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GO'H What sort of farm did your grandparents, 
that is your mother's parents, have in Wagin? 

NALDER They had the same type of farm as 
everybody else had; that is, mixed farm. They'd sow 
grain for harvest and crop, for feed for the local 
stock, and then any surplus animals that they didn't 
want they'd either send to a saleyard that was operating 
regularly at Wagin, or sent to the abattoirs at Midland 
Junction for slaughter - or for sale and for slaughter. 

GO'H Do you know how your parents met and what 
their courtship was like? 

NALDER Well, that is an interesting story, too, 
because the people that gathered around Mt 
Collanilling.... Collanilling is the name of a district 
which is about ten miles from Wagin, and they had a 
telephone connection direct from Wagin. Quite a number 
of them were church people that belonged to the 
Methodist Church, and my grandmother, about whom I'll 
give you some more information later, was a great woman 
and a great person for getting things done. They didn't 
have a church. Strange as it was, the land not far from 
the place that they called Collanilling was about two 
miles from the main road that runs through to Lake 
Grace, or Dumbleyung whatever, and by doing that it was 
connecting places for people to go in their sulky or 
buggy, or some rode horseback or went in sulkies or 
carts, and they would go to church on Sunday. There was 
always a Sunday school beforehand and the church service 
was run by the Methodist preacher from Wagin. And he 
used to come out in a little buggy, and one of the last 
preachers that I can recall now that used to come out 
used to push a bike from Wagin, a matter of ten miles 
both ways. 

They used to have concerts and arrange entertainment and 
that sort of thing, and they used to have them in this 
old church made out of mud bricks. They all got 
together and had their meetings and made arrangements 
and agreements, and a number of them met up and were 
married and their families are still there today. Quite 
a number of the people still go to church there; they 
have a church there fortnightly and a lot of them met 
that way and were married then. 

They were married. I forget where they went for their 
honeymoon, but we'll find that out. Mum was the 
daughter of a farmer of course and they all had 
knowledge of the background of the various things. 
Nearly all of them had milking cows and they established 
a butter depot and they used to receive cream and send 
it to Albany to be made up into pound butter lots. 
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GO'H What about your grandparents on your 
mother's side; did you spend a lot of time with them 
when you were growing up? 

NALDER I certainly did. The place where the 
church was was turned into a room for a school, a State 
school. The education department set up a school there 
and I was a long way away from the school. So they made 
arrangements that I stay with my grandmother and 
grandfather because their house was only about three 
quarters of a mile away from the school, which was part 
of the church. They used to stack all the books in the 
corner of the room and nobody was allowed to touch them, 
and they didn't. We didn't have any problems in those 
days with books being stolen, burnt or torn, and we 
never had a fire to my knowledge. I used to walk down 
to school, and the teacher used to stay with my 
grandmother and grandfather as well, and she came from 
New South Wales - I'll find out where she came from 
originally - but she hated a thunderstorm. We used to 
have quite a few thunderstorms, and when the thunder 
came she'd rush and get under the table or if she was 
home she'd get under the bed [chuckles]. She got 
frightened when the thunderstorms came. It wasn't only 
the dogs and cats that got frightened [laughs]. 

GO'H Do you remember what her name was? 

NALDER Miss Howard was her name, and she used to 
stay there and she was transferred, or given a rise 
because there were more children coming, and the 
department then had to pull the old church down and 
build a proper schoolroom. The schoolroom was built and 
is still there today, but the school is closed because 
they have a bus service and quite a number of children 
were carried by bus into Wagin. And I can give you some 
more stories about that, too. 

GO'H Could you tell me just a little bit more 
about your grandmother and grandfather? What were they 
like as people? 

NALDER They were lovely people. My grandmother 
was a real organiser. She was terribly keen to 
publicise Collanilling; she set to work to build the 
church and she established the church, rebuilt it. 
[She] got money and the necessary equipment and did the 
whole thing herself and no cost to anybody except 
donations that were given. And the church has been 
renovated and is still used as a place for church 
services. It is a historical place and they just had 
their seventieth anniversary. So that is an indication 
of how determined she was; she built the church at no 



Henry ("Harry") Arthur Nalder and Janet (Jessie) Painter 
on their wedding day. 

Crawford's parents Wedding Day 
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debt to anybody, and they gradually made some donations 
and paid for the building of the church. There is not a 
cent owed on it. They have had it repainted and re-
established in places that wanted some correction. 

GO'H Was she involved in anything other than 
the establishment of the church? 

NALDER Yes, and I am hoping to get you a page of 
information that has been recorded on her behalf. She 
was a terribly keen district supporter, and she'd always 
establish a truckload of material, cakes, jams and all 
sorts of things for eating purposes. She'd put them in 
the show. And one time she won the most points in any 
section of the show. This was at Wagin, not. 
Collanilling! She was a tiger for work and [when] she 
wanted to get somebody to bake some cakes they became 
perfect with them. I wish I had a slice of raspberry 
Swiss roll to give you because it was an absolute 
winner, and also cream puffs. They used to make cream 
puffs by the dozen. Talk about building! And quite a 
number of events that would have been held in Wagin with 
the church were held at Collanilling because people knew 
they could get a good feed [laughs]. She was a tiger 
for work. Old grandfather used to support her but he 
was a hard worker, he used to look after the farm. 

GO'H Can you tell me a bit more about him. 
What sort of man was he? 

NALDER He was a big man, a big strong man, a 
big-bodied man, had a beard. He used to be a bit slow 
sometimes but he was still reliable and if he said he'd 
do something to help it would always be done. Then a 
little bit later the farm got too much work for him so 
they sold part of the farm. 

GO'H What about your mother; did she have any 
brothers and sisters? 

NALDER My mother had two brothers and two 
sisters; two each way, and they were married locally. 
Men came into the country and into the district and they 
made some agreements and were married. And there are 
still some of the families there. 

GO'H Second interview with Sir Crawford Nalder 
recorded on 16 August 1993 by Gail O'Hanlon. 
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In the last interview, Crawford, you were telling me 
that you had four brothers and sisters. Can you give me 
their names and dates of birth if you have them? 

NALDER I was the eldest of the family and I was 
born on 14 - that was February. 

GO'H In 1910? 

NALDER In 1910, so you can see I've got some 
whiskers on now. I get away with that, though, all 
right, sometimes; we get into an argument occasionally. 
But that is part of the game, isn't it? 

GO'H And who was the next brother or sister 
that was born? 

NALDER The next one was my brother Alec, and 
unfortunately he passed away with a heart attack on his 
farm down at Boyup Brook. Actually, it would probably 
be noticed by some people if we called it nearer its 
name. It is Boyup Brook heading towards the south west 
of the State and the rest of the name was linked to a 
farmer's name down there, and I'll repeat that a little 
bit later. 

GO'H And do you know when Alec was born? 

NALDER Alec was born on 14 April, I think. 

GO'H He was born in 1911, wasn't he? He was a 
year younger than you. 

NALDER Yes, that's right. He was a year younger 
than me. 

GO'H And the next one, after - 

NALDER Was Grace, the sister. Grace was named 
after dad's mother' who lived in Ballarat in Victoria, 
and she used to come over occasionally to see us, 
especially when there were some young ones on the road. 

'Grace was named after her two grandmas: Grace from mother's side 
and Agnes from father's side (CN) 

2Thjs comment refers to Grace's visit to our farm, Glenalvin, when 
011ie was expecting a baby (CN) 
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What I mean by "young ones on the road" - there was a 
birth coming up. So grandmother or an auntie from 
Ballarat used to come over to help everything to go 
along smoothly.' I always remember, we were 17 miles 
from Wagin, with no telephone, no electric light, we had 
kerosene lamps and we had to put up with some 
inconveniences. There was an elderly lady who used to 
run a hospital and although I wasn't born there, I was 
born in Katanning, the rest of the family was born there 
and everything was successful. 

GO'H Do you know Grace's birth date? 

NALDER I'll be able to find it out. It is right 
on the tip of my tongue now but I couldn't tell you. 

GO'H I think it is down here as 6 August - 

NALDER Oh, 6 August, right. That is quite 
right, 6 August. There was another cousin that lived 
about the same distance east from us and she was also 
born on 6 August; that was from my mother's family. 

GO'H Was that the same year as Grace was born 
that your cousin was born? 

NALDER If it wasn't it was very close to it. 
I'll get the correct age group before the game is over. 

GO'H And Grace was born in 1916? 

NALDER Right, yes. 

GO'H What was the next brother or sister that 
was born after Grace? 

NALDER Frank Leslie. Frank was the third boy to 
be born in our family. He was born on 24 October. 

GO'H In 1918. 

NALDER Yes, in 1918. But he's had his run with 
farming; he's been quite successful. He took over the 

1
This is reverting back to my mother having babies (CN) 
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homestead when he was younger because we were all 
spreading out in different places. I happened to be a 
member of Parliament and Grace used to drive a bus. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE TWO 



L-R Jack, Frank, Grace, Aleck, Crawford. circa 1922 



Crawford's family at his brother Frank's wedding 

Front: Marie (Aleck's wife), Frank Nalder, Edith, 
Grace Childs 

Rear: L-R Crawford Nalder, Jack Nalder, brother-in--law 
Eric Childs 

Middle: Aleck Nalder, Henry (Harry) Nalder (father), 
Olive (wife) , Janet(Jessie - mother) 
Joan (Jack's wife) 
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TAPE TWO SIDE ONE 

GO'H And after Frank was born, do you know 
what the next brother or sister was? 

NALDER The next brother was the youngest in the 
family, was Jack. Just plain Jack. He wasn't given any 
other name. Jack had the misfortune to hurt his leg 
when he was young and the trouble stayed with him, and 
he was with the doctor quite often to try to help it to 
be walked on. He succeeded in doing this and when the 
war broke out he was the first of our family to nominate 
himself as a candidate for the Army. With a bad leg he 
was lucky, he got away with it; they accepted him and he 
went to the Middle East. He did duty in Egypt and after 
a period of time he was. . .. he wasn't dismissed, he was 
sent home to. . .. the unit he was in was in Melbourne and 
he stayed there with them for quite some time and 
eventually he was posted to a unit that was fixing up 
trucks. Then the time came when he was to be shifted up 
to the islands north of Australia. When he came to be 
tested they tested him as being unable to walk. He got 
around in his own way with a stick and. .. . and the north 
up in.... I just can't think of the name of it. 

GO'H The north of Western Australia. 

NALDER Yes. 

GO'H In the Kimberley? 

NALDER In the islands. 

GO'H We can find that out later. 

NALDER Yes. He then came back to Melbourne and 
they classed him as a worker. He studied the work 
necessary for trucks and they put him on a job, and it 
was there that he got married. He married a Melbourne 
girl. She came back and they went to the farm, worked 
on the farm and he came back to Perth and went to the 
farm because there was only my dad and myself on the 
farm and at that time I had purchased a farm and was 
working that farm. Then there was only my dad left in 
the old homestead. So Jack came home and he was helping 
to do the work such as harvesting and cropping and one 
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thing and another - looking after stock.1  He had an 
interesting life because he loved sport. He really got 
hitched to bowls. It was bowls, bowls, bowls. He would 
go everywhere where there was bowls. When he 
retired.... he retired after he had a family of three. 
He retired and bought a house in town and got somebody 
to work the farm - quite successfully. The farm was 
starting to become old then and it responded to any work 
that was necessary to be done on it. Then of course was 
his bowls. He got lifts in with his bowls, he was 
elected bowling captain of the Wagin Bowling Club, and 
that wasn't sufficient either. He became Mayor of Wagin 
and held that situation for quite some years - about 
four or five years, I think it was. He was elected 
Mayor of Wagin and then he concentrated his time on 
bowls. He was elected Mayor, elected captain of the RSL 
bowling club and he was also elected leader of the 
bowling club of Wagin. He used to travel quite a lot of 
distances on weekends and so on. Then he was elected, 
as I mentioned, as President of the Bowling Club of the 
Wagin district and he was chosen to the position of 
captain of the club to travel to the Eastern States and 
contest in the RSL bowling clubs in different parts of 
Australia. Unfortunately, he was halfway between 
Melbourne and Sydney [Snowy Mountains] when he had a 
heart attack. The doctors worked on him for quite some 
time but it wasn't sufficient and he died on the trip 
midway between Melbourne and Sydney. His bowling days 
were finished. 

GO'H Do you know when it was that Jack was 
born? 

NALDER Jack was born on the 10th of - 

GO'H December? 

NALDER December. Yes, that's right. I remember 
the date pretty well. 

GO'H And that was in 1919. 

NALDER 1919, yes. He was very active although 
his legs were bad; he still battled along. He'd limp 
away. Everywhere he'd limp and he'd have a stick 
occasionally. He really enjoyed life. He linked 
himself to other RSL clubs and they used to meet quite 

1Jack was allocated a War Service Land Settlement farm on return 
from the war, which his son took over when Jack and his wife, 
Joan, retired into Wagin (CN) 
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regularly, have meetings and have sport. Then, of 
course, his wife was left. 

GO'H Crawford, could you tell me a little bit 
about your childhood? Did you have to work much on the 
farm as a child? 

NALDER Yes. It was quite a job to get your duty 
done. Dad would say, "Now you look after that mob of 
sheep in that paddock and don't let them go through the 
gate. Make them stay in that paddock." Occasionally 
they got through and [laughs] of course I didn't get 
many marks for it. But that was the situation. We were 
all allocated jobs to do. When it came to Monday I had 
to stop home and help Mum with the washing. We had the 
old copper in the corner of the room and we had to do 
the rubbing and washing. That was my job on the Monday. 
The rest of the family.... We had a teacher staying 
with us. She used to get in the cart and drive about 
four miles to the nearest school. That was the exercise 
that was planned for me. I used to have to get the 
rubber and rub the clothes up and down on the glass I 
don't know what you call it. I would rub the clothes 
clean, then when the day was over my job was finished 
and the rest of the family would be coming home from 
school in the cart. Mind you, there wasn't much rain - 

not like it was the other day. [laughs] 

GO'H What other jobs would you have to do 
around the house to help your mother? 

NALDER They were constant. Mum was a great 
gardener - I think I've mentioned this before. She 
loved gardening and she wanted me to be a gardener and, 
of course, gave me hints and things to do while I was 
young. She had one of the nicest rose gardens in the 
district. She had I think it was 29 roses all planted 
methodically in the front garden. Roses were the main 
ones; there were the odd one or two other plants which 
grew very well. I just can't think of the names of them 
but I'll refer to them later on. That was the day's 
operations on the farm. Then, of course, the days wore 
on to weeks. When Saturday came I was given the job of 
cooking cakes for the weekend. I enjoyed it - I was 
quite successful. I made. . 

GO'H Swiss rolls? Rolls? Sponge cakes? 

NALDER No, no. They sell them for.... The 
children do them. 
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GO'H Lamingtons? 

NALDER Lamingtons. I used to make a great big 
bar of lamingtons. I'd get everything all prepared and 
lay the lamington right out flat and into the oven it 
went. We didn't have any electricity, of course, at the 
time but successfully we made that effort.. I used to 
make these lamingtons like anything. That was my job, 
always. I made a few sponge rolls too, and I tell you 
we became noted for our cream puffs. You don't see them 
much at functions now but we had cream puffs. We had 
three or four cows and we used to milk them and separate 
the milk and we had cream. So we had a pretty rich old 
time for our food. We had plenty of meat, we had our 
own sheep to slaughter and our Own pigs. Occasionally 
we'd slaughter a bullock and although we never had any 
ice chests or anything like that we used to put them in 
a cool spot and we never went short of meat. 

So my job was pretty busy. I was responsible for 
driving if anything went wrong with the cart or the 
sulky we had. If anything went wrong, well, yours truly 
was told how to fix it and if he didn't fix it he was 
told pretty soon how to fix it. [laughs] 

We got on pretty well together, our family. We were 
always ready to learn what to do. There were tons of 
things to do to clear up and clean up and we had a quiet 
old horse. The old horse we used later in our school 
life... . we'd drive it down to the road, we'd go nearly 
a mile from the main road where the school bus came 
along. This was a bit later then. With the school bus 
arriving..., it became a pest, the school bus, really, 
for us, rather than any advantage, because we had to get 
ready in the dark for our children. They had to walk a 
mile down to this front road to catch the school bus. 
We used to get there about seven o'clock. They [the 
children] had to be ready. Then we found that it was a 
bit hard, where the youngest child was a baby and she 
used to get tired of it. We found out that she'd fall 
off the seat in the school bus even though it was a 
fairly good road - it wasn't a bitumen road, it was just 
a gravel road. Sometimes if it was a cold wet day we'd 
drive the sulky down for them to get into the sulky and 
catch the bus. In the end it got too long and we rented 
a house in Wagiri and took the children into town. We 
went into town as well and I used to have to go to the 
farm to work and do the jobs, because they had to be 
done and there was no other way of... . We didn't want to 
sell the house or rent another house so that we could 
get the children to school. The total distance for the 
school bus was eighty miles. Now there's not too many 
children travel eighty miles to go to school. But ours 
did and we had no other way of doing it. We were 
approximately twelve miles from Wagin and that meant we 
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had to get up early in the morning and didn't get home 
till dark at night. 

Our family had a rather boisterous type of finish to 
their education when they were sent one by one down to 
school in Perth - to colleges. And they've all held 
their own up to date. 

GO'H When you say the children, are you 
talking about your brother and sisters or your own 
children - the children that had to catch the school 
bus? 

NALDER Our relatives. The children were the 
family children, [Maxine, Cambell and Dawn]. 

GO'H Your cousins and brothers and sisters? 

NALDER No, just our children. No, we didn't 
make provision for anybody else. Although the bus did, 
the bus was picking up boys and girls all the way along. 
But it was a busy time and in the end we found that it 
was not working the best way we wanted so Dad had a 
school room built. So there were two or three 
children.... more than that, there was about eight 
children. Seven to eight children I think it was, 
approximately, who used to catch the bus at our gate. 
They all went in by bus until the time came when I said 
we had to give the bus away because it was too long a 
time. That was yours truly's exercises, where you had 
plenty to do. When the holidays came on we had to drive 
up sheep into mobs and some of them had to be put into 
paddocks. It was quite a busy life. We had to milk 
cows before we went to school. That was a busy time. 
But it was all done. We seemed to fit into it all 
right. The busy times got busier as we went along 
because there was more work to be done. The farm was 
extended a little bit, we had more land to clear. Alec 
and I used to do clearing when the days were fit to 
clear. We didn't have much time for sport or anything 
like that; we used to play tennis a little bit and then 
we used to kick the football because we'd played 
football quite a bit, which I will refer to later. 

So life was extra busy for us when we were young. We 
used to go occasionally to see football played; we used 
to play football and tennis, and the rest of the work 
was always planned and we always had our share to do. 

1My own children (CN) 
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GO'H Was there any difference in the type of 
work that the boys in your family were expected to do, 
and your sister? 

NALDER Oh yes, my sister used to milk the cow. 
We used to milk, too. We used to get up early enough to 
be able to milk four cows. It was really shared by us 
all, to do these jobs. We had to feed the fowls, feed 
the pigs and give the dog a run around. He was tied up 
with a belt around his neck because we daren't lose him 
because we'd be facing trouble with our sheep. The dog 
was always required to round up the sheep. That was 
always an interesting exercise, to send the dog around 
the sheep and he'd bring them into the yards. That was 
an exercise that was never very hard because we had a 
lot of our own bred sheep. When they're home bred they 
soon begin to rely on their knowledge of the paddocks. 
When they shift into a paddock once or twice, before 
long they know exactly where they've got to go when 
they're shifted. It's amazing you know, the 
intelligence of animals - how they soon became fully 
knowledgeable of where they had to go when they were 
driven by the dog, and there was always somebody who 
went with the dog to tell the dog what to do. It was 
interesting, beside the fact of being important. 

GO'H As a child, did you ever get into trouble 
with your parents? 

NALDER Well, I suppose like all other children, 
you always need a bit of a "don't do this" or "don't do 
that" occasionally. I remember one time we had a 160 
acre paddock of crop in. It was all growing beautifully 
and Dad said to me, "Take that mob of sheep and take 
them into that hill paddock, but don't let the sheep get 
on the corner because that's a new variety of wheat that 
we are going to sow." We were experimenting with it. 
"Don't let the sheep get on it because if they eat it 
they will spoil it." Well, I was given the horse and 
harness and away I went and thought I was doing pretty 
good looking after the sheep. It wasn't very long 
before I saw another horse coming up the road with Dad 
on the horse back. He said, "Why did you let that sheep 
get through there for?" I paid for it. I was sent 
home - I had to walk home. I was stopped from going to 
tennis on Saturday and there was something else. Some 
party was on and I was told I wasn't allowed to go out 
on Saturday, I had to stay home. But we didn't get. 
we got a few cracks on the backside but it didn't affect 
our feelings. We knew Dad was pretty strict but that 
didn't matter. If we did what we were told to do, we 
got away with it. So we weren't badly treated, really. 
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We used to go in the buggy with two horses. My brother 
and I used to sit in the back of the buggy and we'd go 
to sales and functions and things. It was an 
interesting life. It wasn't as though we were flat out 
doing the same thing. It was always a change. We had 
horses and sometimes we'd have the choice of the horse 
we'd like in the buggy, and that used to get us along 
very quickly. We enjoyed life pretty well. 

GO'H You said you played a little bit of 
sport, tennis and football, when you were a child. What 
other interests did you have? 

NALDER We were allowed pets. Having sheep and 
lambs, there were always occasions when a sheep would 
get down and die, but the lamb was still there. And we 
all had a lamb each. We always seemed to have one for 
some reason or other, and we had the job of looking 
after it, giving it a drink of milk in the morning and 
again at night. We used to have a little crop of pet 
lambs and they knew as much about feeding themselves as 
we knew about them. They'd run up to the fence and up 
to the gate and meow or sing out like a lamb. We'd have 
the rest of the pets such as cats - we used to have 
cats. Dogs - we used to occasionally have a home bred 
dog to look after. They're intelligent, it's amazing 
how intelligent they are when they're trained. 

So we used to have a variety of things. And 
occasionally we had a soak on the farm and that used to 
soak out water and we'd grow watermelons and 
occasionally cabbages and cauliflowers. So our life was 
fairly busy. We had to keep all the weeds down, keep 
all the gates shut so the stock didn't get in, which 
they would try and do occasionally. They would try and 
get through to where the grass was green, and we had the 
job of pulling up all the weeds. So it wasn't a lazy 
job. It was something that had to be done so we were 
kept really busy. Then, of course, if we had to shift 
the stock we'd have to get on the horse back and go and 
shift the sheep from one paddock to another, or cattle - 
we used to have some cattle. And we bred horses. We 
had a Clydesdale horse stud. We used to look after them 
and train them - get them quietened and safe. It wasn't 
long before we had... . We had, I think, somewhere around 
30 horses. We used to take them to all the shows, and I 
will mention the shows a bit later. They were an outing 
that we used to enjoy. The fact was that we had to not 
only train them, we had to wash them, we had to dust 
them, we had to prepare them with ribbons for the shows. 
Life was busy and interesting. 

GO'H What about other interests like music? 
Did anybody in your family, or did you, play a musical 
instrument? 
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NALDER Yes. What in the world else could I do 
ever? They sent me to learn music. We had an organ and 
we used to play the hymns and we used to sing at Sunday 
school. Then there was a lady who only recently died at 
90-odd years. She was my music teacher and I used to 
ride on horseback from our place on a Friday afternoon 
to her place to be taught music. I could play 
reasonably well, although in the end I gave it away. 
There were too many other jobs and music was. . . . well, 
it was important because Mum used to play a lot and all 
the rest of the family were musical. 

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE ONE 
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TAPE TWO SIDE TWO 

GO'H You were just saying that everybody in 
your family was interested in music. 

NALDER Yes. I am going on a little bit further 
into the family. Our only son had a beautiful tenor 
voice and he sang on many occasions at concerts and 
things. Both my daughters can play the piano after 
reading the music once. They would read the music and 
they would get the tune and they would play at any 
function, dances or anywhere they sang together. They 
were quite musical. My wife was musical. She had a 
good voice and we used to do a lot of singing. They all 
learnt music. Every one of them was taught music and my 
son played the violin. We used to have singsongs 
occasionally - especially on a Sunday afternoon or 
sometime like that; we'd go on the organ. The organ 
belonged to my mother and she was very keen that we 
learn music. Then a little bit later on she wanted the 
organ given to the other part of the family. One of the 
girls in my brother's family - he had three girls I 
think it was - she wanted to learn music so we gave her 
the organ, and she learnt music through the organ. I 
think she learnt music at Bunbury, if I remember 
rightly. They shifted their farm later on in life and 
were over there at Bunbury [more] than they were at 
Wagin. There was music in the family. They sang part 
singing, lovely, beautiful blending. Over and over 
again we used to sing parts. Apart from that - this is 
including some other people - we had a lady came from 
Melbourne, [Mrs Alma Lyons] the wife of a minister of 
the Methodist Church. She said, "I'm going to make a 
quartet party of you four boys," There were two 
brothers, a cousin and myself, and we became known as 
the quartet party. We sang.... goodness knows how many 
times we sang. We were at call right through the time 
of World War II when people were asked to entertain 
troops and so on. Our quartet party was established and 
we sang dozens and dozens of songs, not only religious 
ones but also comics - we sang a lot of comics. We sang 
in Perth at several halls. We sang at. ... it's been 
demolished now, it's part of Wesley church buildings 
there. We sang there and we sang at different places 
all over the place. We used to travel up the line - up 
the railway line and go up to Narrogin and Katanning and 
sing quartet pieces. We lasted for over thirty years. 
Then two of our members died and another one died just 
recently. I was the last one left of the quartet party. 

GO'H When did you start singing with the 
quartet? 



NALDER 

NALDER We started at Wagin. 

GO'H And how old were you when you started 
singing with them? 

NALDER We were quite young. 

GO'H Were you still at school? 

NALDER No, no, we left school. We were of a 
working class then. 

GO'H And did they have a name? 

NALDER Yes, we were known as the Wagin quartet 
party. We didn't have any music. We sang.... what do 
they call it when you don't sing to music? We used to 
have an instrument and we'd get the starting point and 
we'd all sing our note and blend them together, then 
away we'd go. We were unaccompanied all the time. We 
never used to have a piano or an organ to guide us. We 
used to just.... Well, to get the proper note we did. 
That was all we did. The quartet party sang at South 
Perth Hall not so very long ago. Oh well, when I say 
"not very long ago", the years are rolling up. We sang 
at my eldest daughter's wedding. We sang at a number of 
weddings and any function at all they'd call us to sing, 
we'd have a practice. We learnt a lot of songs, comical 
songs such as "Tommy went a'fishing". You know, "the 
parson said, 'why are you fishing on Sunday?'" He said, 
"Well, I've been fishing all day and haven't caught 
any." [laughs] That was one of the comic ones. We had 
a whole host of comic ones. 

We used to be on the road to get to places to sing, 
entertain people. I used to sing comical songs, comical 
poetry. Life was busy. This was when I was about.. 
Oh, I suppose the four of us would average about. . . . I'd 
better correct this. 

GO'H That's fine. 

NALDER I can give you the full dates. We sang 
for years - about thirty years I'd say. Comic and 
professional singing. 

GO'H What were the names of the other men - or 
boys - that were in [the group]? 
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NALDER There were two Pedericks - a well known 
family at Wagin. Milton and Horrie. And their cousin. 
He was the lovely tenor voice - a beautiful tenor voice. 
He could have sung anywhere - anywhere at all. He's 
passed away, and I'm the only one that's left. 

GO'H What was the cousin's name? 

NALDER Kershaw. His name was [Vic] Kershaw and 
the family were musical too. So it wasn't difficult for 
us to hitch on and sing songs and things for 
entertainment. 

GO'H Did you get paid for singing? 

NALDER No, no, never got paid a penny. We might 
have occasionally got some petrol money paid to us, I 
think, if I remember rightly. Yes we did. We got some 
petrol money paid for us. The rest of it was all done 
[Inaudible]. We did it as a recognition of our soldier 
boys away at the War. No, it was a busy life, because 
we had to look after our farms as well. We were all 
classified as people on duty. That went on for a number 
of occasions. We used to have to train. I was a driver 
and I had a Ford semi-truck type of thing and we used to 
have training, and I was classed as the driver because I 
had one of those gas producing things. I was the driver 
of our men. Every Sunday we used to meet and have 
several hours' training, and then we'd be disbanded. We 
did it so it didn't interfere with the children's Sunday 
school anniversary. The children were training for 
their anniversary and it was quite an occasion. We'd 
knock off in time for them to train together. For 
several weeks it was that we used to have to train and 
then we used to have a special singsong when the time 
came. So not only were a lot of the families musical, 
the town was musical. This lady I was telling you who 
has since died just recently, she was an absolute 
musician and she trained on a number of occasions the 
country ladies.... what do they call them? 

GO'H CWA. 

NALDER Yes. She trained them in Perth and they 
on several occasions won competitions. That was one of 
the bases of our musical town. There were always choirs 
and special events. We even classified the children in 
that category. 

GO'H Do you recall what the name of the music 
teacher was? 
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NALDER Mrs Adelaide Farrow. 

GO'H Mrs Adelaide Farrow? 

NALDER Farrow. [spells] She died quite 
recently. 

GO'H You've mentioned a few times your 
family's involvement as a child with the church. How 
religious was your family when you were a child? 

NALDER I've got quite a bit of information to 
publicise and I'd rather keep it all together because 
both grandmothers, on both sides, were [pause] . . .. We 
always used to go to church and take part in any special 
occasion, but I'd like to give it in more detail because 
this is wonderful work and it reminds me of the 
treatment I'm getting now for my trouble. It's just 
remarkable and I hope it carries on. I'm quite 
positively sure that if it hadn't been for the 
organisation - and I'll get the names of three or four 
of them - they are doing a wonderful job here in Perth 
looking after people's health. I'm benefiting by it 
myself. 

GO'H Could you just now tell me when you were 
a child how much involvement you personally had with the 
church? 

NALDER From the time I can remember, the whole 
family' used to sing in Wagin Methodist choir. It was 
an important part of our lives. We were in the choir in 
all the meetings. I was a representative of every 
section of the Methodist Church in Wagin. I was 
financier and, as I say, I was superintendent of the 
Sunday school. I took part in every part of the church 
work, visited hospitals, visited sick people - all the 
listed occasions when it needed special attention I was 
involved and I was proud to be. 

GO'H When you were a little boy on the farm, 
how important was religion in the house? Did you have 
to say prayers? 

This refers to my own family, self, wife and children. I was also 
a local preacher in the Methodist church, and was also involved in 
Christian Endeavour (CN) 
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NALDER We always used to 
[whispers] And I'm doing it now. 
we've had lunch they've asked me to 

say grace. [pause] 
Every lady whenever 
say grace. 

GO'H Oh. 

NALDER I just told them. I say grace as a 
prayer of thanks. Every lady - there's been about six 
of them - have all asked me to say a prayer. 'Accept 
our thanks, heavenly father, for these mercies and help 
us to do thy will." 

GO'H When you were a child, how important was 
politics in your family's home? 

NALDER It was very important. It was always 
considered and discussed and debated and talked about. 
On nearly every occasion there was a paper which came to 
the house. We only used to get two papers I think it 
was - The West Australian occasionally, and The Western 
Mail. And occasionally the Sunday Times. [laughs] I'd 
better not say what my uncle used to call it. He used 
to call it "The Sunday Behind the Times"! [laughs] By 
gee. We used to laugh like mad because some of the 
things used to make you wish it was behind the times. 
[laughs] 

GO'H Why was that? 

NALDER We were late in getting it. We never 
used to get it on time. The nearest shop used to bring 
the paper and sometimes it would be two or three days 
old. You never got on the day news; it was always a bit 
stale. That was that part of it. 

But back to the first point: We were taught right from 
the very beginning to say the Lord's Prayer. We could 
say the Lord's Prayer at the age of, I'd say, four, five 
years old. We were always taught.. . . not that we all 
carried it out for continuation. Sometimes we slipped a 
bit on it. I was studying theology [to become a lay 
preacher] and so I was a little bit more involved in it 
than the rest of the family. But we never missed Sunday 
school. We always used to go some place on a Sunday, 
because there were small places. . . . Collanillina was 
one. Several other places. Durnbleyung was another one, 
Kukerin was another one, North Kukerin was another one. 
Places where they used to have a church service or used 
to have a Sunday school. We nearly all had teachers. 
The classes had teachers for bible study and one thing 
and another. The children were given prizes for their 
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knowledge of the bible and so on. They were encouraged 
to study it, to become knowledgeable. 

The family were always interested and I became 
interested [in politics] because of the fact that when I 
was about twelve I went to Wesley College. Mr Ward was 
the superintendent, or the headmaster, and he used to 
bring in to the school an outstanding speaker or a 
highly regarded person to open the school in the 
morning - a Monday morning or if it was a holiday, the 
next day. When the school was being opened he'd invite 
a highly educated person. This particular day - I was 
at school then, I was about twelve, thirteen or fourteen 
at Wesley and he had thi1s special speaker. I am still 
trying to find his name. I want to repeat his name in 
a speech that I'm going to make shortly, in the next two 
or three weeks probably. He spoke at the school, you 
know, what you'd expect - the importance of the school 
and learn all you can, and so on. He finished saying 
that and then he said, "Right, that's the end of my talk 
to the boys." Mr Ward said, "Will you boys move off - 

go to your classes." And before he got to the door he 
said, "Just a minute. There's something I've forgotten 
to tell you that I want to tell you." He said, "Some of 
you fellers that are here are going to be put into very 
important and responsible positions - some of you 
fellers that are here now", he said. He said, "Don't 
get excited if you're asked to take on some responsible 
job." I thought, "Gosh, that means me. This is real." 
The class was closed and everybody went back. From then 
on I used to be the first boy to go and get the 
morning's paper. Month after month I used to get up 
early and go and get the morning's paper and read what 
happened in Canberra or in any other part of the world. 
I did this regularly for the whole time I was at school. 

When I came home we decided to form a Country Party.. 
place. 

GO'H Branch? 

NALDER A branch, and they made me secretary. I 
was about 36 and how much would I know about politics? 
But I'd learnt a jolly good lot because I was in school 
with it, when it was being debated at school. I learnt 
a jolly lot about politics and how it worked and what to 
do and so on. So when I came home I was asked to take 
the secretaryship, so I took the secretaryship. 
Secretary of the Wagin branch of the Country Party. 
That went on, and time was getting on and there was an 

1Professor John Addams spoke on 'New Individualism' at Wesley 

College on 2 December1924 
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election coming up. They called for applicants and I 
put in my name. I was only about [pause] a little bit 
more than 36 - about that age. I wasn't very old. So I 
decided to nominate, so I nominated. By that time, but 
I was the youngest member of the Legislative Assembly 
when I was elected. There was another one equal to me. 
I was 36. 

I put my name in and one thing happened that was very 
strange and very, very seldom ever happens in Australia. 
They called applications and there were three 
applications for the Country Party seat of Wagin. When 
it came to electing the members the committee in Wagin 
didn't know who to pick. So they picked the three. 
Three candidates for the Wagin seat, and I was one of 
them. All the time I'd been studying what to do and I 
found out that what was important was to do something. 
Show the people that you are awake to do something. I 
don't know whether you want to publish this but I'll 
tell you this. It can be made public, I'm not ashamed 
of it. 

GO'H You tell me. 

NALDEP [pause] 

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE TWO 
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TAPE THREE SIDE ONE 

GO'H This is the third interview with Sir 
Crawford Nalder recorded on 23 August 1993. 

In the last interview, Crawford, you were telling me 
about your developing interest while at Wesley. 

NALDER I suppose I was getting older and taking 
more interest, but I was egged on by this gentleman who 
spoke challenging the boys; that I had a responsibility 
to do. The boys were all around fourteen, fifteen and 
sixteen and I don't know how it affected most of them, 
because we were going back to our classrooms and didn't 
have any real response to it, but I did. It seemed to 
hit me right across the face, "You're included in this 
group. You might have something to say which will 
interest people." I couldn't leave the papers alone. 
Every paper that came to the school I used to get. The 
paper would get thrown over the back fence and I'd be 
the first to get it. And I used to read it and became 
fully knowledgeable on what was going on around the 
country. We stopped with Australia, and mainly Western 
Australia for a start because things were starting to 
get known about what was happening and people were 
taking more interest and it made it interesting to be 
able to say something about what you read. It was a 
learning time, a time when people were starting to 
[learn], and as I mentioned earlier younger people 
became more interested and were having a say and making 
the discussions more interesting. A lot of the younger 
people were giving their contribution. 

GO'H What sort of issues were in the papers 
that you were interested in? 

NALDER We took all subjects; there was no 
restriction. We seemed to be able to find something of 
interest with the comments from the papers and those who 
were interested in listening. Mind you, they weren't 
all interested. Some were only there to have a bit of a 
laugh and make some comment and on we went, but it was a 
time of change when younger people seemed to be 
interested in what they were doing and expressing an 
opinion on a lot of things that were happening. Mind 
you, when I say that I didn't mean to say that sport 
wasn't involved in it. There was still plenty of 
interest in sport and a lot of the teams were becoming 
more interested in younger people, and there were 
younger boys getting involved in sport, and in sport of 
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course you got a varying expression of interest. At 
that stage some of the younger ones were playing golf, 
and that seemed to take on very well. I think quite a 
few of them were golf players. I didn't, as a matter of 
fact; I couldn't see any interest in dragging a stick 
round and trying to find something to enjoy about it. I 
stuck to the football. We had a very important person 
who was teaching us, taking us and giving us lessons. 
He was an East Perth captain and he was very interested, 
because I was six foot, in trying to get me to play for 
East Perth. Some of the representatives went down to 
the farm to see whether they could influence my dad to 
let me come down and start playing league football but 
carting wheat and sheep and changing the way in which 
things were being used. . . . When I say that, there was a 
lot of sport being played and it took up quite a bit of 
a boy's interest - 

GO'H With the politicians that you were 
learning about through the papers at school, were there 
any that you particularly admired? 

NALDER No. We were divided up into groups, 
houses they were. I belonged to Walton house and there 
were three other houses as well, and we were all trying 
to get points for our house. It was through that that a 
lot of competition was held. It made life much more 
interesting and competitive when you'd see a mate and 
talk to him, because he didn't belong to your house you 
didn't worry about him at all; you just let him go. The 
house system really was an important part of our 
sporting interest. 

I am just reminded about what happened to me. I was 
chosen to represent Walton in a boxing competition. 
Some of the boys who were learning boxing were being 
trained by our head boxer and so on it went, but it got 
a bit more exciting as time went on and not knowing 
anything much about boxing I put my name down to try and 
raise some points for our house, and I came a real beaut 
buster. I got one fair in the face and four teeth went 
flying out onto the floor. It didn't stop things, 
things kept going, but I really was the one that got the 
knock. They never grew again, the teeth, so I had to be 
satisfied with false teeth at about the age of 14, and I 
have never changed; I've still got them [laughs]. 
They're not the same ones, I might say. 

GO'H Was it much of a change coming from the 
farm to Perth to go to school? 

NALDER Yes, it was, but we still had plenty of 
interests. We used to get letters from home, and if it 
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had been wet we had the story, and if they were 
crutching sheep. All the exercises still went on. They 
had to go on; you couldn't drop them and do something 
different. But we used to have lessons, stories and 
encouragement given by some farmers who would come in by 
arrangement and we would learn something about what 
farming was going to be like when we grew up, and what 
we would be doing. It was soon found out that we'd be 
taking a very important part in doing jobs in farm work, 
and of course it was taken advantage of by the farmers; 
they'd get their sons and instead of walking down to the 
wood heap to get some wood for the farm. . . . because if 
you remember at that time we didn't have any electricity 
and we had to exist on what heat we could make out of 
the wood, because we had plenty of white gum and we had 
to chop it all. People had different ways of chopping 
their wood; some had saws. We'd hook a tractor, or any 
machine that had power, onto a belt and onto a system 
that used to cut the wood into pieces so we could cut it 
up, and even at that stage we were looking for ways and 
means of making it easier to chop the wood than to try 
and cut it into pieces. It was amazing that we had some 
wise people that used to indicate to us what we would 
have to do, and teach us how to hold a saw, because it 
was still dangerous if it got out of hand. Although I 
don't remember anybody being hurt by it, I knew very 
well that we had to look out and be careful the way we 
handled the saws. So that was part of our interest, and 
anybody that had a saw had something that somebody else 
didn't have and there'd be arguments about which was the 
best implement or which was the best type of thing to 
use that would cut wood. Those were the days when we 
were taught to alter our ideas and become practical in a 
lot of things that we were doing. It made life quite 
interesting. Then in between, of course, we'd have a 
game of cricket or football and it saved the monotony of 
just doing the same old thing every time we met. 

But life was interesting because we'd go down to have a 
swim, and I cannot think of the name of the place where 
we used to go swimming. All our competition was held 
there, our house competition went on exactly the same, 
and we made points, and strange as it seemed, and I 
don't know what really made it possible, they elected me 
as president of the swimming team and also the 
photography. I was president of all the work that was 
done with photos. We had competitions, and I remember 
winning one of the competitions for taking a photo. It 
was taken of a boy who came from Beverley. For the 
moment I just can't think of his name, but anyway he was 
a good swimmer and he won the diving. He got on the end 
of the equipment that we had and, by gee, he did a 
beautiful dive! Everybody was clapping and 
congratulating him on the way he did it. He won quite a 
few points for Hardy, that was one of the other teams, 
and everybody was looking around, asking questions how 
he did it and what was the best way to dive. He did a 
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high dive, too; he was up about fifteen feet; came down 
with a splash. Everybody was interested of course. And 
it took a lot of the interest away from some of the 
other chaps that were swimming because he introduced a 
system that seemed to go off with a great deal of 
success. So that is how the competitive pattern got 
into the school, because we had our four houses and it 
was all making points, and it didn't matter what it was, 
if it was boxing, or swimming, or whatever it was, it 
was a competitive game and we were all looking for 
points so our team could be runners up for winning 
competitions. That made a lot of interest. We used to 
go out of school and compete against each other in quite 
a number of things. Swimming especially was very 
important, and of course we used to catch the tram. The 
tram ran round to Como from Perth and some of the plans 
were made so that when we were heading for Como to do 
some swimming lessons we were able to talk to each other 
about who was going to be the best swimmer in 
competition and a type of betting who was going to be 
the best swimmer. I don't say that it took over but it 
was an interesting aspect of swimming. 

GO'H You were saying you were interested in 
photography. What would you take photos of? 

NALDER We'd have a meeting in the morning of the 
day we were going to go swimming and we'd choose a 
number of items which we would compete against each 
other for. And it went off quite well; it was well 
planned, the competition was keen and the interest was 
terrific. It created an interest that we hadn't had 
before and that was the introduction of the swimming 
competition, because at that stage they hadn't 
interfered with the swimming apparatus down at the river 
and everybody, especially those that lived around the 
edge of the river, would have a bit of extra practice. 
You used to always go down and have a go, and some very 
good swimmers came out of that and specially those who 
were training and planning for diving; that became a 
very keen, competitive item. Nearly everyone had a go 
at it, although we didn't win any trophies, from my 
remembrance. I don't remember winning a trophy, but we 
still competed. And it was all designed to make life 
interesting for the boys. Some of the boys came from 
farming country and didn't know much about the city; 
soon learned, of course! But it was you look out for 
yourself and find out all you can because it was a 
competitive game, and I think it helped to take away the 
time when a lot of the boys used to get a bit homesick 
and wanted to get home. That happened quite often, 
especially those that hadn't been at school very long. 
It was part of the school and it wasn't long before 
everybody took the nets and got involved in whatever 
contest they were in. They used to go walking. 
Generally one of the masters would go with you to make 
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sure you didn't get lost, and that was part of the 
variety. You'd go around, go up some of the back 
streets and every now and then you'd see a nice young 
lady and say g'day, and that was part of the game as 
well! [laughs] 

GO'H What about school subjects; what was your 
favourite subject at Wesley? 

NALDER My favourite subject was geography. I 
loved geography, I did well in it. I led my class for 
nearly the whole time I was at school. I was there for 
two years and I won the point for the most knowledge 
about. . . . we were taught a lot about Europe because not 
many had travelled overseas and it was an interest, 
especially if a person went with his family to Europe. 
And this was something that was practised as much as 
could be worked on because you learned more about the 
country.... I remember very well being taught about 
the water that used to come down the east coast of 
England. The water used to be warm, being influenced by 
the way the water would go down the coast, and very 
often we'd get in a truck or a vehicle of some 
description and go across to the coast and learn about 
the movement of the water, how it seemed to come down 
the hill. It directed a lot of speed, too, and that was 
an interesting aspect of the change of the movement of 
water. Of course every now and again we'd get a heavy 
storm, although we didn't get storms like we were used 
to here. Our storm features seemed to take over and 
we'd get a letter from home and they'd had two or three 
inches of rain and some got too many and it washed out 
creeks, and all those sorts of stories helped us 
remember home and forget about being homesick. Some of 
the boys, especially the younger ones, used to get quite 
upset when they'd get a letter from home and something 
had happened, a dog had died or something, and it made a 
spell in the things that were happening at home. But it 
was all part of school living and things used to happen 
quite often. 

Some boys would try and dodge the swimming; some of them 
were frightened a bit and [decided] not to swim, and 
then of course we had to have our baths in the morning 
and it got to the point where there were a few cliques. 
Three or four boys got together and they decided if 
anybody didn't do their proper swimming time they'd do 
something about it. So it was organised that this boy 
from down Bunbury way, every time he used to get up 
early and go in to the bath and get out of having a cold 
bath.... mind you, there was no hot water at that stage 
and I think it was nearly as cold as it has been this 
last winter. Anyhow, what happened was they decided 
that they'd put him in the bath, and so they got four 
boys and the game began. He got into the bathtub and 
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they filled it with cold water and doused him into it. 
And do you know what happened? I bet you wouldn't 
guess. From then on he was always first in the bath, 
and he had to go through with it, like it or not, cold 
water. He had to be part of it. And the boys that were 
hangers-on made sure that he did his part in having his 
bath. And that was one of the ways that jokes came out 
of it, where everybody laughed. They couldn't eat their 
breakfast properly; they were all laughing at this poor 
bloke that had been doused in a bath of cold water. 
Those sort of tricks were harmless; they didn't do any 
harm. Blokes didn't get hurt or anything, but it was 
still a time when they'd try things out on different 
ones. 

I was the receiver of one exercise. I was terribly 
ticklish and they knew dashed well if they wanted to get 
a laugh they'd tickle me, so I got dragged out onto a 
table that we used to play bowls on and things started 
to begin. They laid me out on the flat of the table and 
tickled me. It nearly sent me mad; I laughed and 
laughed and laughed. Every part of my body was 
ticklish, and of course all the boys were round enjoying 
their laugh as well. And that wasn't the end of it 
either. If you tried to fight your way out of it they'd 
follow you through and you'd have a real fair dose of 
it, of a tickle, and you had to grin and bear it. So 
that was another one that I remembered. They all had a 
share in some sort of a pattern so people would know 
they were alive and making things interesting for those 
that.... You see, some couldn't laugh; you'd tickle 
them and they wouldn't laugh. Well, we had to get hold 
of some system and if they didn't get it one way they 
got it another. It was all part of schoolwork. It 
wasn't planned by the teachers of course but the boys 
always used to have some scheme up their sleeve. It all 
helped to make life more interesting. 

The tram was a great help. We used to always catch the 
tram in Perth and come out in the tram over the 
Causeway. 

END OF TAPE THREE SIDE ONE 
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TAPE THREE SIDE TWO 

NALDER Nearly every afternoon in the summertime 
we'd catch a tram and go over to Como. It was always a 
very popular swimming place. We had a jetty out of 
Como, and we'd dive off the jetty into the water. The 
water wasn't deep there and it used to encourage boys 
into learning to swim and it was a very, very popular 
place. And we used to do that; under a headmaster we'd 
go out and dive off the end of the jetty at Como. And 
there is still the remembrance; we don't use the tram, 
of course, but we've got our cars and we go out there. 
You don't see very much swimming nowadays at Como but 
especially those that hadn't had any lessons on 
swimming, they'd always go for Como because it was only 
about a foot or eighteen inches deep, and it was not 
only popular from the swimming point of view; if you got 
a chance you'd push a bloke into the water off the 
jetty! And all those sort of things [were] quite 
interesting and helped to make life more interesting as 
the days went on. 

GO'H What was the food like at school? 

NALDER Everybody was hungry. You could 
appreciate that; there was no sitting down and waiting 
for food. We generally had chops; we had a chop for 
breakfast and then we'd have a slice of [bread and] jam, 
nearly always plum jam. And the boys from the city had 
one or two over the boys from the country because if you 
brought half a loaf of bread and a bit of jam they all 
disappeared pretty quickly and you got hungry again. 
But it wasn't too bad, actually. Sometimes it would be 
[a case of], "You have a go of this and I'll swap you," 
and one of the interesting factors was that if you had 
an apple you always had to give the core to somebody 
else, because they used to eat the core [chuckles] 
There were always ways of saving waste, and apples were 
one of the ones that used to catch it. Nothing was 
left. It was all eaten, skin and all. "Give us a bite 
of your apple" was a constant calling out; you'd hear 
it. "Give us a go. Go on," and they'd use some other 
words to describe it [chuckles], but it was part and 
parcel of the game. I enjoyed it. I was sorry that I 
had to go home. Things were getting tough. It was in 
the near thirties and work had to be done; I had to 
leave school and I didn't even do my leaving. But I did 
well. I was fourth in my class on one occasion and 
fifth on another, and they were satisfied with me at 
home so I managed to score a winning place here and 
there. 
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When it came to sport, I played well in tennis. As a 
matter of fact I led the tennis for a while but was 
beaten a bit later on when some of the bigger boys got 
into the game. Yes, bigger; they were bigger than me 
and I just had to fight my way out and I became the 
first in tennis for about five or six weeks, I think it 
was, because the tennis court was a very popular place 
as well because we were always talking about the tennis 
players who were playing tennis overseas; that was a 
regular argument - who was the best tennis player. It 
caused quite an interest, when our State tennis players 
were overseas; you always had something to talk about, 
and it created a tremendous amount of interest. 

GO'H When you left school and went back to 
Wagin, was it easy to settle back down in the country? 

NALDER It was no trouble at all. You were home 
to do some jobs and there was always something to be 
done. We relied on a stove. We had to have the wood 
cut and what we didn't cut with the saw we cut with a 
handsaw. When I say a saw I mean one of the revolving 
saws that used to cut a lot of our wood for the house, 
and not only the house but in the rooms where we would 
sit and read books. We just had to do our share in 
carting the wood up to the house in a wheelbarrow; 
things were a bit primitive at times but still we 
managed it okay and it wasn't long before we were 
getting older and taking part in other aspects of farm 
work. I'll tell you one of them, which was when we were 
ready to go cropping we had to deal with.... things were 
always busy at the end of winter; we had to prepare the 
wheat for smut. Smut was a curse that used to get into 
the wheat and you had to do something to control it, and 
we had a receptacle with a handle in and you'd turn the 
handle and you'd get all the wheat in. I'm saying wheat 
because we very seldom did anything with oats or barley, 
but the wheat was the main thing; you had to have it 
clean. If you didn't have it clean you were docked 
money every time it was taken to the siding where you 
went, because every district had its own siding. That 
happened right throughout the country; it wasn't only an 
odd town. Every place had its place where the wheat was 
received, and if there was any smut in it it was 
deducted from the value of your wheat, so you had to 
keep your wits about you and make sure that the wheat 
was properly cleaned when you were ready to harvest. 
That was one of the problems that faced the wheat 
harvest, the various types of weeds that you'd get. And 
you'd get plenty of those. I'll tell you a little bit 
later about some of the problems we had, because it was 
very very interesting and that doesn't exist today. We 
managed to get control over it, and wheat was being 
delivered quite clean and without any disruptions the 
wheat deliveries would go on, and you had to get to the 
siding of course, because the sooner you got into the 
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siding the quicker you got away to get another load of 
wheat. It was a well organised system. At that stage 
we didn't have any trucks, although at that stage we 
were getting to the point of receiving wheat in bags; 
that was the first aspect of it, and then we started 
receiving wheat in other methods. On some occasions of 
course we had bags and used to empty the wheat out into 
a big pail which would hold the wheat and it would then 
be taken in a race type of a building; the wheat would 
be thrown in and it would go up the trolley and be put 
into a receptacle which would hold the wheat. That 
developed towards the end of the season when nearly 
everybody had ways and means of getting rid of their 
wheat in a quick way rather than handling it with bags. 
You see, handling it with bags was a terrible [job], a 
lazy job. You had to sew the wheat bag first and then 
you'd have to put it in a place where the wheat would 
travel, and it wasn't long before wheat was received and 
delivered in bulk. That was the beginning of a change 
in all our system. 

I might be able to mention something different about 
some of the other grains. We had barley which was grown 
fairly regularly by people, especially people who kept 
stock, and when I say stock I am talking about pigs, 
because barley was ground up and thrown into troughs for 
pigs' feed. You got a nice piece of bacon that wasn't 
too fat, and that was the result of what you did when 
you were feeding pigs. You chose the grain that didn't 
develop fat and therefore you got a better sale at the 
shop. A lot of farmers did their own treatment; some 
farmers were well known for the way in which they 
developed their grain and also developed their meat. 
And if you wanted a nice piece of bacon without any fat 
on it you often knew who it came from and you'd make the 
shopkeeper keep the particular variety of bacon. It was 
so involved, farming in the earlier days, and that's not 
so long ago either, when you analyse it. You had to 
produce choice quality things, and that happened to 
other foods, too, the likes of grapes and peaches and 
pears. Everybody had a garden that had fruit trees and 
you had to pick them directly they were ripe because if 
you didn't the crows or the parrots used to get to them, 
and life was hectic and busy when it was time to pick 
the food that you'd grown. 

Life was busy, terribly busy. Going back a little bit, 
I remember sewing the bags of wheat. You had to try and 
sew at least 100 a day so that your horses and wagons 
were all ready to go when everything was ripe. 

GO'H Fourth interview with Sir Crawford Nalder 
recorded on 6 September 1993. 
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In another interview, Crawford, you were telling me that 
you became involved in the Wagin branch of the Country 
Party as secretary. 

NALDER Yes. 

GO'H Would you recall approximately how old 
you were when you became involved with the Wagin branch? 

NALDER I can get that figure and you can add it 
for other purposes as well. 

GO'H What was your reason for becoming 
involved with the Country Party at that time? 

NALDER The reason was brought about by the 
introduction of a special speaker who we have found was 
a Mr Addams. And it happened this way: Nearly every 
public school or private school has an opening after a 
holiday or a long weekend, and in this particular case 
when Mr Ward who was the principal opened the school he 
always tried to bring in a speaker to present a story of 
encouragement to the boys. And on this particular 
morning, it was a Monday morning and the bell went and 
all the boys got into the reception room and this 
Mr Addams, who we don't seem to have been able to get a 
lot of personal information [about] , came as a special 
speaker. And the whole school got together and filled 
up an area of space to listen to what this gentleman had 
to say. It mainly covered a number of issues of 
encouragement to do what you had to do properly, show an 
interest and have a positive look at what was really to 
improve their knowledge. 

This happened on this particular morning and I remember 
it was some time in the winter, because it happened to 
be a coldish morning and he was standing shivering up at 
the front and the boys were having a job to convince 
themselves that they were listening to something that 
was worthwhile, and what happened then of course was 
that I think the gentleman perhaps cut his lecture a bit 
short. And the head teacher who was there at the time 
indicated that it appeared that it was too cold and that 
they would transfer the thing to another time if it was 
felt necessary and desirable. So when the gentleman 
appeared to have got pretty well to the end of his 
lecture, he said, "Oh well, that's as much as I've got 
to say, but I'm trying to encourage you to do all you 
can to improve your knowledge, and for that situation I 
appreciate your interest, and I'll say cheerio, 
goodbye" And he got up and went to walk out through 
the door and said to the principal, "Oh, there's another 
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matter that I've just thought I've forgotten to say. 
Can you bring the boys back?" He brought the boys back, 
and he said, 'The one thing I wanted to tell you and 
that is an encouragement to do the best you can with the 
information you obtain on different occasions. There's 
some of you boys here," and he pointed his hand out 
across the thing and he looked as though he was having a 
go at me [laughs], "will be leaders of the party or you 
might be leaders of another organisation, and you've got 
to have some knowledge of what you're going to speak 
about. And I'm wanting to encourage you to do the best 
you can with all the opportunities you are given." And 
he said, "Some of you might even be the Prime Minister, 
you never know." 

Everybody turned round and started to laugh [chuckles], 
and that was the end of the discussion and some boys 
asked a few questions but that was the older boys, and 
that was the end of the session. The principal said, 
"You boys go back to your rooms," and that was the end 
of what we saw and heard. And the fact that he pointed 
at me seemed to have an effect. I thought, "By gee, I 
haven't got a hope in life of being a Prime Minister or 
a leader of any party, or anything. I'm just a boy, 
because I was still under thirty then and that was a 
very young age for anyone to try and win a seat to 
Parliament. However, next morning it was a Tuesday and 
I decided I'd go for the paper and see if I could find 
out what was being printed. For I don't know how many 
days and weeks I used to get up early and go and get the 
daily paper, to find out what was happening. And I can 
tell you the headlines and the rest of it, because I'd 
already read and sort of collected a lot of information 
and was able to answer a lot of questions that were put 
to me on other occasions, so at that stage I was at a 
point where I was being encouraged to look and see 
whether there was ever any opportunity for me to help 
the public. I started off by saying, "A lot of farmers 
are having difficulties finding enough finance to carry 
on with their work. Let us see if we can do something 
to help them." 

And this started off an activity which I didn't think 
would work but it did, and that was.... at that stage 
there were a lot of people keeping pigs, and the pig 
industry took a hold and there were breeders of pigs 
would send their pigs to the sale. At Wagin we had a 
saleyard, built by the council to put two or three pigs 
and room for a sow and litter, and when it came to 
auction people bid to buy whatever they wanted. And it 
wasn't very long before the agents felt the pinch; they 
were losing trade and they tried to get me while the 
sale was on to shut the sale of the pigs that we were 
bringing in. People were bringing them in from Lake 
Grace and Newdegate and Darkan and from all around the 
place whereas before they'd go to a nearer place for 
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sale. They tried to get me to cease having the sale. 
This was one of the worst things that the public tried 
to do, and it was done through the agents; people who 
had money, I take it, in the organisations in which they 
had invested their money. They wrote to the Cabinet 
Minister and tried to convince him to give me notice to 
cease selling pigs. What I did was, I went down to 
Perth and got an agent who was in the pig industry, 
slaughtering pigs, and he gave me an open go. He said, 
"If you value the pig, whatever you think the price is 
fair, give it to the growers," and of course they came 
from everywhere! The auction sale practically went bung 
because of the competition that I made by weighing the 
pigs.... I bought a set of scales and I weighed the pigs 
alive. There was always a fixed amount given to. . . . the 
opportunity for me to outbid the ones that the 
auctioneers were selling and before long I was taking 
pigs that came from all over the area and I had the 
support of the railways, because I was using the 
railways to have them carted, and from every quarter 
people were saying, "Gee, he's doing a good job." 

And I kept it up, and when it came to lecturing, or 
speaking, why I should be given an opportunity to prove 
my ability to improve the quality and to improve the 
price that they got, the farmers, it convinced them, and 
they all. ... I'd always get on the spot early in the 
morning because some of them came long distances and I 
immediately told them the price and they compared it 
with what they could get, and it was generally at least 
equal and if not better, and they got their money. I 
had a cheque book and I wrote out cheques and gave them 
the price of their pigs, and they could go off home 
early in the afternoon, especially those from long 
distances like Lake Grace, Newdegate and Darkan or 
another place. It just proved the winning point, 
because here I was doing something.... and do you know 
that I tried to get my friends who were in the Farmers' 
Union organisation which was the farmers' set-up. They 
said they wouldn't oppose me but they thought it was too 
much of a risk to take, to use one person's ability to 
improve the quality of the prices. In the end I had 
nearly 100 per cent sale of pigs that I bought, and I 
put them straight in the rail truck and the next morning 
the truck was on the railway system to Perth. It 
started something that really swung back against the 
opposition, and in the end they gave up; there was no 
future in it because they had to employ staff to help 
them to load the pigs because the agents weren't always 
happy to be doing as what they said with the stinkers 
[chuckles], which were the pigs of course! It was on 
that basis that gave me the leg in to contest 
Parliament, and I got a big score of votes from all 
around Wagin encouraging me to sit, because I'd proved 
that I'd.... and I did it all myself. I went to the 
bank and borrowed enough money to buy a set of scales, 
and I had to build yards for people. I'd end up by 
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having six or seven and up to eight and ten trucks with 
pigs in them, and I had to be able to keep them 
separately so I could handle them, and I went on right 
up to the election time, still doing this. It took a 
lot of my time but I felt that if I pulled out they'd 
say, "He's only having a show." But it ended up in an 
absolute result. All the pig breeders, to my knowledge 
anyway, came back and said, "We will continue selling 
our pigs through your way." This proved 100 per cent 
successful. I used to have two or three big yards of 
pigs in the railways ready to load up and I'd go to load 
up and two or three of the people whose pigs were there 
would stop and help me to load them up. They all knew 
what they were getting, what price. You see, I always 
gave them the price that I could pay for the top pig. 

END OF TAPE THREE SIDE TWO 
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TAPE FOUR SIDE ONE 

GO'H Who did you sell the pigs to in Perth? 

NALDER There was a company who bought pigs at 
the Midland Abattoirs and cured them themselves. It was 
Watsons. No, I beg your pardon, it wasn't Watsons, it 
was Johnston's.' It was Johnston's, they were wholesale 
butchers, and it ended up not me only selling and buying 
pigs; it extended to sheep and cattle. I'd go through 
some of the agents, one or two of the smaller agents 
would organise a trip for me and I'd go down through 
Darkan and through the sidings down towards Collie. I'd 
buy three or four trucks of cattle as well and they were 
happy with this. They said, "If you can get some more 
of those cattle buy them because that's the sort of 
thing we like." Here was me representing Johnstons and 
Co, wholesale butchers in - just a second - yes. He 
was - Johnstons had their business there [Beaufort St, 
Highgate Hill] . It was quite a competitive business 
because they were getting stock at a fair and reasonable 
price, as against the others who were bidding against 
them to get their requirements. It seems funny how, 
once you start a competitive system and people know what 
they're getting for their product, how they become very 
supportive, and I ended up by getting support from quite 
a number of places that I didn't have before. It ended 
up I was down buying pigs at Kojonup, right across on 
the west side of Katanning. It got to the stage when I 
would have had to employ - I employed a man as it was to 
help load them up and untruck them, but it was the start 
of the beginning of my success. 

Here was a farmer who paid his own money to buy 
facilities to allow him to give the farmer a fair price. 
What I used to do was to run them through a race and try 
and get all the various groups of pigs in a line, so 
that you weren't buying one miserable little pig or 
another great big fat one. It succeeded in such a way 
that you could hardly believe the response that it came 
from. They came from everywhere and gave me so much 
encouragement to push on with this, and I reckon the 
success was designed to help me represent them in other 
situations. It was without any doubt a huge success. 
The situation didn't follow on because I was elected to 
Parliament and I just had to spend time getting to know 
what you had to do and so on, because I hadn't been 
involved in it before and I just had to.... I employed 
a chap to help me but it got to the stage where the 

W.O. Johnston. 
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farmers didn't support him. They thought he wasn't fair 
enough in his judgment and so I just had to close it up. 
I tried to sell the scales but nobody was interested in 
them. And so all that I was trying to do came to a 
stop, but the farmers remembered. Here was somebody 
trying to help them. 

Only the other day, just quite recently, a chap rang me 
up and said, 'Who would you recommend to get support 
from in a certain group of people?" and I said, "Hard 
work." I said, "You can't just get it sitting down. 
You've got to show your ability to satisfy what they're 
getting for their product." 

GO'H You mentioned while you were telling me 
about the pigs that you had some dealings with the 
Farmers Union. Were you ever a member of the Primary 
Producers Association? 

NALDER Yes, I was a member. I was a member. 
That was a straight out, open operation really. They 
had a secretary and were going round to try and get 
membership. Oh, I would say that it was very similar to 
what is operating today, where members of the 
organisation get a hearing when they want to discuss a 
matter which they feel should have some alteration. 
That's just a simple operation which goes with any 
organisation, whether it be a society or a public 
system. If they want to alter it they become a member 
and debate it. The system wasn't any different to what 
it would be in another society or company or whatever it 
might be to get their views discussed. And then, very 
often the meetings had been held in another area or 
another district to get support and that happens too. 
If you want to get support you get some backing from 
other groups of people who think similar, and so it 
really is not very much greater difference than what 
still operates today in a debate to alter something. 

GO'H Can you remember any of the issues that 
were being dealt with in the thirties and forties before 
you went into Parliament? 

NALDER Well, first of all there was quite a 
difference of opinion in the basis of sale. Some 
believed that there should be more opportunity for 
private people to go into an auction. But an auction 
was designed to cover the needs if it was for sale, or 
if it was to buy, the opportunity had developed at that 
stage because several of the organisations of farmers, 
like the Farmers Union, very often established a sale 
column in their buildings which exist today, formed by 
the farmer and in a lot of cases run by the farmers 
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themselves. So I support that. I believe that if an 
auctioneer can offer a product at a competitive price 
that he should be allowed to do it. There are problems 
associated with it and it becomes difficult, but in my 
opinion [they] are well debated today because of their 
opportunities for speaking over the air or working on 
what people put forward as a possible operation for the 
good of the product that they sell or buy. 

GO'H Were there any other issues that the 
Primary Producers Association were involved in? 

NALDER Oh, yes, yes. There were quite a few 
other issues but the main one was the sale of - not only 
the sale but the delivery of railway. Very often a 
railway didn't convince the farmer that it was in his 
best interest even though the railway might go through 
his farm. And then there was the school business. When 
they introduced school buses everybody thought that they 
ought to be near the school bus route to have their 
children educated, but it developed into a situation 
which was most difficult to cure completely because it 
was a distance of time, because even we were only living 
eight to nine miles from Wagin and yet on some occasions 
we had to go over thirty miles with our children to get 
to school. People didn't believe it but it did, it 
worked on the basis of the person who was the furthest 
away would have the value of time in the morning and 
then, because he was taking one of the longer periods, 
his turn came at another stage of the bus route, which 
meant that in the morning possibly coming to school they 
had an advantage, but when they were going home at 
night, and on some occasions when it was dark, they had 
to put up with the inconvenience of their turn at the 
school bus. Personally it got to a stage where we were 
unfortunate enough to have our children have to go the 
whole route, nearly eighty miles, to get to school. 
They had to get up in the morning when it was dark and 
they never got home at night before it was dark. Our 
youngest child fell over off the seat of the bus on 
several occasions and the bus driver said he wouldn't go 
on with it if they didn't do something about it. Well, 
they altered the system a bit but it forced us into 
buying a rental place in Wagin so we could keep our 
children, and I used to go out to the farm to work every 
morning and put in the day till dark, and then come back 
and stay with the family at night and hear their cries 
and inconveniences and so on as children. 

But in the end my dad' decided to build a room on the 
road, or just off the road and it became a school class. 

1Sir Crawford built the school - not his dad. The school was 
attended by seven children from nearby farms. 
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We had the teacher. We had to keep the teacher as part 
of the system and it went over quite well till so many 
other things turned up as far as time was concerned, we 
decided to scrap the building. We had somebody who was 
quite happy to buy it and we went and lived in town so 
that the children could get their education. That's 
just some of the small things that developed into large 
matters of decision making so you could get education to 
the children, and it improved our system because we were 
having our children walking down the street about 150 
yards from the school. So you can see on one hand it 
can inconvenience, developing into a system that was of 
great value to us and the system helped the children. 

GO'H By our children", are these your own 
children? 

NALDER Yes. 

GO'H Could you tell me the name of your wife. 
We haven't mentioned that you were married. When were 
you married? I have a note here that you married Olive 
May Irvin on the 11th of August 1934 and that you had 
three children, Maxine, Cambell and Dawn. Is that 
correct? 

NALDER Yes. Yes, that's correct. It was a very 
happy situation because 011ie was well known and offered 
help to people that needed help and when she died of a 
heart attack we got 1100 cards from people who extended 
their care and all that you do at those sort of 
occasions. 1100 cards, which indicated her support. 
She belonged to the country ladies and the children's 
exercises at school and so on. She took an active 
interest in all of the activities. 

GO'H How did you meet her? 

NALDER That brings in another subject. The 
minister of the Methodist Church [Rev Arthur Lyons] was 
allocated from a group of ministers that were brought 
over from Victoria to help Western Australia. [His 
wife] had won three competitions in singing in Ballarat. 
Apparently - and they still, I understand - have this 
singing competition in Ballarat, but she'd won it on 
three occasions and she loved music and she said, "I 
believe we've got the capacity to establish a men's 
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singing quartet. ' So she went ahead and organised it' 
and two brothers, two Pederick brothers, Kershaw, a 
cousin, and myself were chosen to fill the parts that 
were necessary because it was all done under a strict 
competitive.. .although we didn't compete against 
anybody, really. We just had our singing practices and 
we went to the metropolitan area and we sang in Hoyts 
theatre on one occasion and one of the other theatres on 
a Sunday. We went to halls where soldiers were gathered 
and we used to sing and we sang without an instrument. 
Let me... 

GO'H A capella? 

NALDER A piano to get our... 

GO'H Starting note. 

NALDER . . . starting note, and then we'd get 
together and blend them and then go and sing without a 
choirmaster or anything. We sang unaccompanied without 
having to import a choirmaster. We sang I don't how 
many - I think it was somewhere around about the hundred 
times. The only disadvantages at that time, we didn't 
have broadcastings and people are saying even today, 
"Why can't you revitalise the whole system and start 
again?" but it wasn't as easy as all that because we 
were getting older and our voices were getting raspy. 
But we sang hymns, we sang dozens of pieces that were 
laughable and entertaining such as "Johnny went 
a'fishing" which was a laughable piece, and we'd create 
a laughing exercise [laughs] in the congregation or the 
group of people that were singing. We went all over the 
place, got invitations. The last time we sang was in 
South Perth when my eldest daughter was married and we 
sang the piece that she wanted to be sung at her 
wedding. 

GO'H So what was Olive's role in the quartet? 
You said you'd met her through the quartet. 

NALDER Well, she was a reasonably good soprano 
singer and she used to sing  in the choirs but she wasn't 
any entertainment as far as we were concerned because 
ours was harmony. You'd get four - you'd get the bass 
and the other quartet pieces, you'd get them being the 

1The quartet went to Maylands church in Perth to sing and Sir 
Crawford met 011ie there, as that was the church she attended. 
The Rev. Arthur Lyons and his wife Alma arranged the visit between 
Wagin and Maylands churches. 
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main part of the entertainment. So it was limited as 
far as our wives were concerned. One of the boys had 
married then, or two of the boys had married if I 
remember, but anyway we entertained on dozens of 
occasions all round the place. 

GO'H Was Olive from Wagin? 

NALDER No, her parents lived in West Perth. 

GO'H Also at the time after you married were 
you still living at your father's farm? 

NALDER Only on special occasions such as 
shearing time. When we were shearing the sheep or 
dipping the sheep or crutching the sheep we used to go 
and stay at the farm to help, because our farm was - the 
farm that dad bought for me was a long distance away, 
must have been, having a guess, twelve or fourteen 
miles. We used to drive them over by road. There was a 
road fenced on both sides of our road and that meant 
that we could drive the sheep. We never used to carry 
them because we didn't have trucks at that time. All 
stock used to go by road and walk, so we had to make 
provision and you couldn't get enough in a cart or a 
buggy like that to make it worth while trying to drive 
the sheep to a place where you were going to change 
their fodder, or you were going to offer them for sale 
by auction. 

GO'H What was the name of your own farm? 

NALDER We took the two words of both families 
and it exists today, although it's run by a nephew. 
What was the question? 

GO'H Sorry, you were just about to tell me the 
name of the farm? 

NALDER Yes. 

GO'H It was Nalvin Park? 

NALDER Nalvin Park is correct' and it is our 

The name of the farm was originally Glenalvin. It became Nalvin 
Park some years later when it was registered as a stud farm. 
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registered number in studs in the Eastern States, in 
Sydney and Melbourne and Adelaide, and I'll give you 
some further detailed information a bit later because it 
involves other subjects which I am sure are of quite an 
interest to the public. 

GO'H What sort of information is that? 

NALDER Well, it indicates that when you register 
a stud it's got to be different from any other name in 
Australia. You can't register a stud with the same name 
as another stud in another State, it's got to be 
different. And so very often it means that there's got 
to be quite a bit of work done to reach a decision on 
what you're going to call your stud. 

GO'H And how did you reach the decision to mix 
your wife's and your name together? 

NALDER Well, it was a matter of writing down on 
paper something that looked like as though it was an 
important place. Very often there was a photo of a stud 
horse, because our family bred Clydesdale horses and 
although you don't see many of them today there's still 
a few of them around and they create a lot of 
discussion, especially at shows, especially the Royal 
Show. 

GO'H If we just go back now to some of the 
organisations that you belonged to before you were in 
Parliament. Were you involved in the Farmers Union 
after the Primary Producers Association and the 
Wheatboard Union amalgamated together? 

NALDER Yes. Yes, the operation strengthened the 
cases which very often would come before the executive 
to try and solve. That happened when there was 
competition. You wouldn't believe it but a lot of the 
milk was delivered by road in cans and stock were the 
same - delivered by road to the sale part, the other. 
And then they organised the Egg Board where people were 
growing chickens and using the chickens for meat, and 
then also exercising their right to sell their product 
privately if they wanted to. All those things 
represented a decision made by a committee that looked 
after the interests of the various groups of people 
who - some sold in buckets, some sold in boxes, some 
sold in bags. It was a very difficult decision to be 
made. As a matter of fact, even today you'll find an 
operation - it may be because of distance or it might be 
because it's in an area where it was difficult to get 
out with an ordinary vehicle, you had to cut trees down 
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and that to make a road so people could get through and 
that was only. . .Then it was school, and then there was 
fruitfly. There were problems. There were kangaroos, 
rabbits were a curse, and there was something that 
affected every farmer some way or other. It wasn't a 
soft decision making principle that really came into 
operation. All those things were debated by the various 
decisions made by the union. The pressure was put on 
the Government, especially [to do something about] the 
rabbits. They introduced subjects that helped to 
control rabbits, poison; and there were decisions then 
with poison, that you were making a risk for stock in 
the paddock. If you put poison out for rabbits they'd 
nibble the poison and you'd lose cattle or sheep. It 
was one thing after the other all had to be looked at 
and debated and sent to the Government to get some 
decision made. 

So as far as operating, the farming community had in my 
book a big problem because they not only had to decide 
the decisions and making of laws that helped the farmer, 
it also was risky, there were risky decisions made such 
as poison, poisoning of rabbits. I'll give you an 
occasion: we went down to the family's Christmas party 
and on the way down we counted eighty-odd rabbits that 
ran across the road in front of the car, and the same 
thing happened on our way home - it was even more than 
that. We counted about seventy rabbits that were hit by 
the car as they had run across the road when we were 
driving. That indicated the problems of pests. And 
then you had beetles and grubs and magpies, birds, 
crows, parrots would eat your grapes, and you had to be 
prepared to spend money to cover the risk of losing some 
of your product. 

GO'H When the Primary Producers Association 
and the Wheatgrowers Union amalgamated how did you feel 
about them joining together? 

NALDER I supported it because I believe that 
divided you lose if you don't get together. You've got 
to. . .1 believe any organisation which deals with 
practically the same subject should be united, not 
trying to do the whole answer in their own way. I'll 
admit that in some instances it's difficult to do that 
because of a number of things that happen - distance and 
opportunities and so on - but divided you fall. When 
something is required in an area you've got to be 
united. It's no good trying to tell a government that 
because you live in a certain road that you should get 
information before somebody else. That doesn't work. 
You've got to be united if you want to. . .by principle it 
is the best way to achieve what you're after. 
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GO'H Were there any people opposed to them 
amalgamating? 

NALDER Yes, there were some opposed. Some 
reckoned that they didn't have the representation that 
they should have had, and it wasn't compulsory in some 
instances. It meant that [if] you didn't believe in 
something you opposed it because you didn't get a 
reasonable response from an action that was taken a week 
or a month beforehand. 

END OF TAPE FOUR SIDE ONE 
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TAPE FOUR SIDE TWO 

GO'H You were a member of the Wagin Road Board 
from 1942 to 1947. Why did you get involved with the 
Road Board? 

NALDER Well, that was another matter [on which] 
we believed that we weren't represented sufficiently. 
Even when the matter was taken to the Road Board itself 
at a meeting, the decision was made by a majority of 
votes. Very often, unless you had a very good case, it 
was passed on. They'd get to that matter on the agenda 
and the chairman would say, "Oh, we've dealt with that," 
or "We've got a law on that, " and if you wanted to 
change something separately or different, you'd have to 
go to the shire itself or get the support of the member 
who represented you at the shire. 

GO'H So how did you actually become a member? 
Did you have to be elected onto the Road Board? 

NALDER No, I wasn't elected. It happened that 
when the entries closed for a vote nobody put in their 
nomination. Some of the members approached me and they 
said, "Well, look, you seem to have got the most go, 
we'll give you the job," [laughs] and so I was elected 
unopposed. That sort of thing still happens a bit, you 
know, on occasions. If people don't interest themselves 
in the welfare of their area they lose out and it's only 
because they haven't taken an interest in it. It's 
terribly important in my view that organisations 
representing areas must be united. When I say united, 
they must speak with one voice because you can't achieve 
very much if you're trying to work between two units. 
That's what happens if you don't unite. 

GO'H If we could just go back to the Wagin 
branch of the Country Party, when you first joined do 
you recall any of the other members that were in the 
Wagin branch of the Country Party? 

NALDER Yes. I remember quite a number of them. 
It's very difficult to describe what happened when an 
election came on, but it was mainly the same system that 
operates on any occasion when you're arguing a point for 
some improvement, whether it be in the road or whether 
it be by communication or now by electricity - if you're 
not getting electricity you complain about it - and I'll 
illustrate what some of the problems are. 
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Just before I resigned from Parliament, and I say 
resigned because I wasn't defeated. I thought that 
twenty-seven years was a fair run and that I'd had more 
responsibilities with my family than running around. 
But I enjoyed it and liked it, but the point that still 
stays with me is that you can overdo it and your family 
can pay the price for you being organised in too many 
other aspects of local government. 

GO'H So when you were involved in the Wagin 
Road Board and the Farmers Union and the Country Party, 
how did your family, your wife and your children, feel 
about that? 

NALDER Well, I suppose it's one of those 
situations which says the man has the last say. 
[laughs] And a lot of you people that read this might 
say, "Gosh, he's got away from it pretty easily"! 
[laughs] But I respect the position of the lady. I 
think cases where some things leak out, the lady had the 
raw end of the stick and I still believe that there is a 
position for everybody that's on God's earth and that 
there's got to be some give and take in a situation 
I very often it looks as though a wedding or a 
marriage is going to go flop. 

GO'H You were going to tell me before about 
people that were in the branch of the Country Party when 
you were secretary. Do you recall any of their names? 

NALDER I recall some of their names but on some 
occasions it's very difficult because people sell their 
property and go and live in another district and you 
lose track. As a matter of fact the operation and 
discussion that took place with the Farmers Union and 
the other organisation it was amazing that so much 
discussion took place and people had reached a decision 
that divided you don't make much progress and together 
it's got to be done. I remember that because I took 
place in the debate, guessing a bit in my opinion as a 
result of what would happen. But there were so many 
people who were good talkers and represented the voices 
of a lot of people who were frightened to say much took 
place. It was almost a unanimous decision that was made 
after a lot of debate. I remember being at the meeting 
with a person who became a member of Parliament later 
and who represented the voices of a lot of the farming 
community succeeded. They got together and talked it 
out and decided what value that was going to take place 
and if they stayed in groups they weren't going to 
succeed rather than unite themselves, and it was a 
wonderful decision that eventually came apart. 
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What we knew very well was what was going to happen to 
our sales of our crops, our wheat crops and the variety 
of seed which came from other varieties of growth. I 
was one that contributed to the debate but also the fact 
was that we succeeded in getting what we thought was a 
fair thing. It was a great decision and I believe that 
the whole system improved and became a stronger unit 
than it would have if it had stayed on simple yes and no 
decisions. 

GO'H Is there anything else that you want to 
add about your membership of various political 
organisations before you became involved in Parliament? 

NALDER No, the same sort of thing happened in a 
debate like that. Very often there was a unit of 
problems with roads and school buses and decisions that 
forced people to come out into the open and have a say. 
I think we as a group of people have done a lot for the 
organisation of the Country Party. We've given the 
opportunity to people who live in areas where the 
facilities are limited because of the place. If you're 
on one side of a river and you get a flood, which often 
happens - when I say often happens, does happen - 

something's got to be done, a bridge to be built or the 
road to be divided into a two section road and placed in 
another position and there's a terrific lot of agreement 
required. You can't just say, 'No, this is going to 
change and this is going to be a better system." It 
might be, but the best way, as I've said earlier, is to 
unite when you have a problem and work as one voice, 
because you've got to improve, very often you're just 
forced to improve the situation to make it convenient 
for somebody who's probably bought a farm and there's a 
big rock on the road, and you've got to get round it 
somehow or other. That's just a very minor 
demonstration of what happens. If it's a tree across 
the road the shire is responsible, it must go and shift 
it so the people can go out to the nearest town to do 
their shopping, or other reasons. It's a matter of 
cooperation in most instances. I know, I've been on 
both sides of the fence and it's easier to talk about 
than to decide which is the best way of doing it, but 
the best way of doing it in the end is a vote for people 
to decide for themselves what is going to be the best 
interest for them. A tremendous amount of cooperation 
is required and that is available. If you travel 
through an area, a district, and hear all the ups and 
downs that some people in these areas put up with, you'd 
say it's a wonder they stay there, but it's still a 
money making operation and people have got to have their 
voice heard if they want to improve the situation in 
which they live. 
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GO'H This is the fifth interview with Sir 
Crawford Nalder recorded on 13 September 1993. 

Crawford, in 1947 you stood as the member for Wagin. 
Could you tell me a bit about that? 

NALDER Well, the first interesting part about it 
was that I was following in the work of the late Mr 
[Sydney] Stubbs. He had broken a record for the time 
being a member of a district and he sort of half 
supported me but wasn't too sure whether I'd be strong 
enough to be able to carry on from where he was leaving 
off and he was retiring. He used to live in Perth most 
of his time. He'd go to Wagin for a special occasion, 
if there was a meeting on or a party of some description 
because he had a business in the main street on the 
corner of the street that runs to Narrogin and the main 
street in Wagin. He had given this away because of his 
age but he was still sort of interested and I can 
remember him so well. If he wanted to communicate with 
anybody he'd write them a letter. It was something that 
seemed to stick with the late gentleman. If he wanted 
to get some story over or if he wanted to find out some 
information he'd go and sit down and write his letter. 
All done by hand, he wouldn't use a typewriter, and he 
was well and truly known. He stayed in Perth, he used 
to live in the main street in Perth between Barrack 
Street and William Street. He used to get up in the 
morning and he'd walk along the street and say "Good 
morning" to everybody and he got to know nearly 
everybody that used to walk down that portion of Perth. 
I went down several times to try and see what he was 
doing and he sort of gave me a bit of the cold shoulder. 
I didn't get what I thought I'd get. I thought he'd 
come and tell me exactly what to watch out for but he 
didn't do it. 

Anyhow, that didn't dampen my interest and I'd go back 
to Wagin and talk to my group. Mind you, I had a 
committee, pretty lively committee of young fellows who 
wanted to see me in Parliament. They reckon seeing that 
I could fight to help them sell their animals that I'd 
do anything [laughs], so I got the name of being a 
fighter and so I got the support. And although we 
accepted Mr Stubbs's work that he'd done over the years, 
he'd broken the State record as a member of Parliament. 
If I remember rightly he was in the eighty year mark and 
this, of course, was affecting his energy and we didn't 
worry him any more. I think he came down once again to 
Wagin to make some support but I doubt whether I got the 
support. It was a friendly sort of meeting that they 
had and [laughs] they didn't ask me to go along to see 
them so I guess that he was having a shot at me to try 
and get the other gentleman in. The other gentleman was 
one of the Piesses, the Piesse family. He had been a 



NALDER 

member of Parliament representing Wagin for years and 
the same situation was starting to develop but I fought 
on. 

And then I had the opportunity of going into the 
country. I decided that I'd go to every place I could 
get to and the only relying sort of thing I had to take 
me anywhere was my five ton truck that I bought, or my 
dad had helped me because we needed a truck to cart our 
wheat and we had a big frame to cart our stock as well, 
so it was a truck of all trades. I decided I'd go right 
out to the back country. I was well known by some of 
the people in the area east of Lake Grace and further on 
several other well known places that were being 
developed. Although this gentleman, he was a friend of 
mine, we didn't become friends because of my association 
with the Labor Party. He was a Labor Party man but he 
still was prepared to come and go with me to every farm 
we could find. I took four or five drums of petrol on 
the back of a truck and I drove all around the place and 
when I came to his place he said, "Look, leave your 
truck here and come with me in my car." He said, "I'll 
still take you around." Well, we had a real first class 
introduction to every farm in the northern - east Lake 
Grace, everywhere; some of the well known, others not 
quite so well known, but all giving me the support I was 
hoping for, I got it. I found that nearly every place I 
went to they were pleased to see me and stop work and 
take their horses and put them in the shed and come out 
and talk, and then say, "Look".... He said, "I'll come 
with you," and by the end of the day we had about four 
or five different people from the district coming round 
supporting me. I found this to be a great helper 
because when you go into a country where new people come 
and they make their own friendships among the people, 
you doubt whether you get any support for any subject, 
but I was getting it left, right and centre. I came 
away from.. .I'll tell you the name of the district in a 
second or two when I get time to think about it. 

GO'H You were just saying [off tape] you were 
getting support because of your interest in the church. 

NALDER Yes. I was doing this because the people 
had a.. . they'd built a church or were building one, I 
forget now exactly whether it was finished or whether it 
was still in operation. People from all denominations, 
it didn't matter who they were, took part in building 
this church because they felt they had to have some sort 
of place to meet their requirements. When they held a 
meeting they sent word to all the farmers round about 
that they were going to have a meeting and they'd hold 
it in this church, because it was a big place and it was 
going to be the type of one that they wanted plenty of 
room to have meetings, talk to them. But to my surprise 
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they didn't - they had the meetings but they never gave 
me much enquiry. You know, I thought, well, that's 
funny, I can't understand that. When I went to their 
farms they were excited and enthusiastic, but when it 
came to going to church it was mixture and I wasn't too 
sure whether I'd get support. 

Anyhow, I fought on and I went once or twice to the 
church and when the voting came up, to my surprise I got 
nearly every vote in the district, and indicated they 
were chasing youth, wanted somebody young. I still used 
the old truck. I'd drive down to Ravensthorpe. People 
who know the district would remember Ravensthorpe and 
the development that was taking place there, and it 
became known also for its wild flowers. People used to 
drive right away out to see the wild flowers and it 
still has. . .the Government made a business that no wild 
flowers were supposed to be picked. It was supposed to 
be against the law to pick wild flowers out in that area 
because it became so well known, and I think most people 
know what they found out, they found out that Western 
Australia had more than half of the world's wild 
flowers. I think that still holds today, that Perth's 
wild flowers, or WA's wild flowers were a unit of 
excitement because of the variety of wild flowers that 
were growing in the various parts of Western Australia 
and we're still finding new varieties. So that's one of 
the reasons why Perth and the adjoining districts up 
north were getting a name because of the beautiful 
variety of wild flowers that people were finding. It's 
still an important factor today because if you pull all 
the wild flowers out by the roots and you keep that up 
for not very long you lose them. The people out east of 
Lake Grace had some wonderful varieties of wild flowers. 

I tell you one of the varieties that had most people 
tricked, and that was the fact that the banksia would 
flower upside down. I believe there's still a variety 
of banksia available south of Lake Grace running towards 
the coast, because it flowers upside down and it's 
nothing [like] the excitement of finding something that 
I thought was worth thousands of dollars but [laughs] 
when I came to make it known they said, "Oh, gee, you're 
a bit slow mate. We knew this," so it was putting a 
little bit of emphasis onto something that was already 
known. So you can see the variety of work that was 
available to interest people. People love their wild 
flowers, they love their position. It was the well 
known area of the. . .1 forget, just a moment. 

It would come in just before dark and it got the name of 
a cooling off system which everybody enjoyed. And to 
this day I understand that quite a few of the blocks of 
land were made available for people who wanted to build 
a house on it took advantage of it, and I believe 
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there's quite a few homes in the Hopetoun area where 
somebody's carted a truck, taken out a piece of land and 
built a tramroad on it and sleep in the tram because of 
the.. . that's in the summertime. So it was an area that 
was exciting and interested so many people that were 
coming and going and looking for a place to build some 
sort of a place to live in during the summer. It was 
still summer, of course. We were still fighting it just 
a few days after Christmas and went on then until the 
election which was held on. 

GO'H Fifteenth of March 1947. 

NALDER Right. We went on fighting [in] this 
area. I went back to Wagin and the pressure was coming 
on from another area against me, or not so much against 
me but supporting the other candidates. And so the two 
of us, the gentleman from Gnowangerup - no, not 
Gnowangerup, I beg your pardon. 

GO'H Albany? 

NALDER No, it wasn't, it was Tambellup. The 
gentleman was elected - no, he wasn't elected but he was 
given the job of being a supporter of mine and he was 
quite happy about that. He represented the wool section 
of the farmers' organisation that had been formed and 
was starting to go together and giving a strong report. 
That was starting to get the interest of the farmers 
because this new section of the Farmers Union - I think 
it was the same name then - had been formed and was 
starting to operate, so this was creating a combined 
interest. And so the other gentleman who was endorsed 
as a member of the Country Party and myself were two 
against one. Mr Piesse was losing ground a bit, 
starting to lose ground a bit and when it came to the 
vote, of course, [laughs] he didn't get enough and was 
left - be terribly hard to say but quite a few people 
said he was left floundering [laughs]. 

So that was the situation with my forerunner. I'd 
emptied the five drums of petrol that I'd taken in the 
back of the truck and I had a rug on it; some mornings 
it was fairly cool, but very few places did I have to 
look after myself. People invited me there, I had meals 
there. It was like - it's very difficult to say what it 
was like. It was like a party that was being thrown for 
me. I had one week in which to go back to Wagin to have 
a go at appealing to people to give me a go. 

END OF TAPE FOUR SIDE TWO 
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TAPE FIVE SIDE ONE 

GO'H The gentleman from Tambellup that you 
were telling me about, was he also nominated as running 
for the Country Party in that election? 

NALDER Yes, he was a very strong supporter. He 
wrote a lot of articles for the combined unit of the 
Farmers' Union although he was mainly elected for his 
contribution he made on the wool, on the wool section. 
As a matter of fact I reckon there was a lot of people 
would hope he was still alive, because he would fight an 
issue to the end. And he was so well known; he'd 
retired in the end in the hills, just out of Perth, and 
lived for quite some years still supportive of the 
combined effort of the Farmers' Union. 

GO'H So in the 1947 election there were three 
Country Party people nominated: Yourself, this man from 
Tarnbellup and Mr Piesse. Was that a common occurrence? 

NALDER No, it wasn't a common occurrence. If my 
memory serves me right, quite a few of the contributors 
to a voting system generally got themselves down to one 
or two to go to the poll; they didn't want to take the 
risk of getting to the Saturday morning when the votes 
were being taken and get the hard story that they'd 
missed the bus [chuckles) . And so I think mainly, if 
you watch the way the system works, there is a fair bit 
of electioning going on before the vote is taken, and 
very often they couldn't give you the number of votes 
but they could give you an indication that they were 
getting support from the way in which they were goina to the 
people. It was a real creative history, because the 
interest was being pressured and there was no doubt 
about it, that people were making up their minds well 
and truly before the election what they were going to 
do. 

We often hear at election time in Australia now that 
people have their doubts about who to vote for, and that 
situation started to occur at this time Statewide; not 
so much in the Great Southern because the effects of the 
discussions that were taking place indicated that people 
were making up their minds and were sticking to it. But 
that is not always the case today; very often you will 
hear that some electors voted for a certain person and 
they'd changed their minds. And that is part of the 
system that operates; they've heard cases where there 
was something they didn't enjoy at all when it came to 
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the surface, and they would change their minds. But I 
don't think it is done so positively now, but the system 
is still a good one and people have the opportunity to 
vote for who they think is the best person that would 
represent them. 

GO'H You were telling me about going out to 
the farms. What would you do when you actually got to 
the farm? 

NALDER You'd go straight to the house, and the 
lady of the house would always cooperate. As a matter 
of fact she was as enthusiastic as the gents [laughs] 
They were all keen to see this kid who was coming to 
fight for a place to represent them, and it didn't 
matter what colour your boots were, or your dress; you 
got their support, and it was most encouraging from my 
point of view because it was almost dead or alive 
starting to develop at that stage. And we never missed 
a trick; we went to every place we could think of where 
there was somebody at home, to get their support, and so 
often with a bit of Australian language they described 
their interests in what I was doing. And although it 
didn't affect their business in a lot of cases, it 
indicated that people were getting together to achieve 
something that really wasn't the important part of their 
support. The object of their support was to get the 
person who was going to represent them to do something 
for them, and they'd complain about the fact that they 
knew what had to be done, and it wasn't being done. And 
it sounded as though this bloke Nalder was going to 
shift things. 

GO'H What sort of things did they want done? 

NALDER Well, school buses, which some mention 
has been made of... . the school bus business came into 
being and it was a great system to create a lot of 
discussion. You even got it on the street corner. If 
you wanted a subject to discuss you'd talk about the 
school bus, and it was either good or not, but anyway it 
was accepted as being an improvement, and they would be 
prepared to support the person who was going to go ahead 
with the erection of the bus stops and the safety of the 
trucks. Some of the buses that they had often.... Even 
today there is an occasional accident caused through, I 
don't think you would call it negligence but it was a 
system that people were talking about because of their 
family, their children; a little girl going to school in 
the school bus. It wasn't the best thing out because 
there was all sorts of things that could happen, an 
accident, a blowout or something, but that was only one 
of the issues that developed when people wanted to find 
out about the safety of the school bus. 
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And it followed that almost every possible situation 
that could be brought up was discussed at meetings, and 
they were discussed at meetings not only in the country 
but in the city as well because the bus system began to 
work in the city as well. In fact they had trams. A 
lot of people were able to.. .. some drove their buses, 
their cars to school, so that their children could get 
there on time, and I think there was more activity 
introduced over the school bus system than a lot of 
other important subjects. And you were never short of a 
subject to discuss; it didn't matter where you were or 
who you were or, it appeared, what party you belonged 
to; the school bus business was always one that 
developed a lot of discussion. 

GO'H While you were out visiting the farms 
during your campaign, how did you eat and sleep? 

NALDER No problem. No problem at all, as a 
matter of fact many a night I stayed at a farm with 
blankets and sheets and everything you wanted was 
available; it appeared that everybody was going all out 
to record their vote. And I was getting rather excited, 
a bit, because subjects and occupations that we'd 
followed along fairly strictly to indicate what we were 
going to do. And there was no doubt about it, youth 
appeared to be a very active discussion point, and I 
don't know whether my height helped it but anyway it 
brought about the desired result. 

GO'H How many farms would you visit in a day? 

NALDER It is very difficult to give a really 
accurate number, but you found people would go shopping 
on the same day of the week that they always did. They 
didn't say, "Oh well, because it's Friday we'll go 
shopping," which was the day that most of them did. 
This was getting close to voting time and they wanted to 
hear all the latest information that was coming out. As 
a matter of fact people didn't always get the paper; 
they just took what was being talked about and threw in 
their contribution. It was almost laughable on 
occasions to hear what sort of subjects were being 
brought up about the discussions. Mind you, don't 
forget that this was a new area, a new area of country 
that had been thrown open for selection and the 
difference of opinion did show itself because people did 
indicate that they wanted to be sure that they could get 
a vote. And it did; it followed through that 
everybody..., there was a big percentage of people who 
on some occasions didn't vote but made sure they did on 
this occasion, and that helped me greatly because very 
often I got the doubtful vote. And it added to the 
interest very much that the wife of one of the 
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candidates pulled a story about a kid being elected to 
vote for the Parliament and threw a sign in the letter 
that there was a bit of jealousy going on somewhere, but 
it didn't affect my support. Mind you, it got pretty 
close to me on one or two occasions but not enough to 
upset the apple cart, as the saying is. 

GO'H Was there much - or any - criticism of 
you because people felt you were too young to enter 
Parliament? 

NALDER Yes, this came in 
didn't have enough knowledge 0: 
upset the system. But, no, as a 
of criticism came toward the 
letter. It was the wife of one 
that didn't go over too well at 
that I got quite a bit of support 

to it. They reckon I 
= problems that would 
matter of fact, a lot 
person who wrote the 
of the candidates, and 
all. It was obvious 
in that area. 

GO'H What other types of things would you do 
in campaigning besides calling out to the farms, and the 
meetings in the church hall? 

NALDER Practically every time you went to a farm 
they'd be interested even though on occasions I doubted 
whether I got their vote. They were interested in what 
I was going to do, what I was going to tackle; was there 
any subject that might affect their future, the money 
that they'd get from their farm, and what would happen 
if the railways went on strike, or something like that. 
It was a matter of something that was going to be 
effective in their interests, and there was never any 
doubt about what sort of debate you could get yourself 
into if you followed a subject that they might introduce 
towards finding out what you were going to do. 

But we were fairly fortunate in a way because at that 
stage the government had developed a system to make sure 
that the railways were effective, and so much work had 
been done that the work of the railways was almost 
fixed. They had extensions made for the line, and in 
most cases it affected somebody, and very often to the 
good. They were getting a railway running along their 
paddock somewhere and a siding was developed and a place 
made available for them to bring their wheat. At that 
stage it was still wheat mostly in bags. The 
development of the system which came out of the 
discussion, and that was that the wheat was being 
developed, or carried, in trucks, loose, and they called 
it bulk handling. That came into being very strongly 
then and very many people were building boxes to hold 
the wheat so it wouldn't fall out on the road. And you 
had all sorts of systems introduced by different farmers 
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of their own make, so as to make sure that their grain 
would reach the depot, when I say the depot I mean the 
siding, where the wheat was being accepted for trucking 
to the nearest port. 

Mind you, many many farmers really developed a situation 
which became a positive action of the people's ability 
to handle things that were going to improve their 
business, and you'd find that very often some farmers 
would go to the trouble of making a box with a hole in 
the end where you'd pull the.... it would open up and 
let the wheat run into the receiving system that had 
developed right throughout Australia and very much so in 
Western Australia because we had longer distances to 
cart our grain and it was terribly important that you 
didn't develop some sort of system that carried dust, or 
picked up dust, and spoiled the look of the grain. 

This was a matter of very strong importance too, as to 
how the grain was delivered. Nearly everybody at that 
stage. ... I say nearly everybody - a large section of 
the farming community had thought up some system of 
being able to carry grain and deliver it to the siding 
to the support of the organisation, which was the wheat 
board, which came into development then, and it was 
accepted as being an important factor in making the 
system work and being accepted as an important factor of 
the farmers' exercises. You found all sorts of 
different types of boxes and buildings that were 
introduced to make farmers successful in delivering 
their grain. 

GO'H Just getting back to your campaign, did 
you do anything like have brochures printed? 

NALDER Yes. I had a brochure printed "Support 
Crawford Nalder", and we had those hammered onto trees 
and onto all sorts of systems [chuckles] . It was almost 
laughable. As a matter of fact, a gentleman who was 
interested in the election, although he wasn't living in 
the area where the election had any enthusiasm, he wrote 
and sent two of the records that were made available. 
They were about fifteen inches square and you put one 
nail in it which went into the bark of the tree, and 
some of them stayed on those trees for months and months 
and months. They're gone now, mind you! But still, the 
one that was given to me had the voting results. . . . it 
came after the election had taken place, the results of 
the election and the person who won it. 

GO'H And what about stuff in the local 
newspaper; did you use the local newspapers at all to - 
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NALDER Yes, used the local newspaper, and there 
was a young gentleman in charge there and he was very 
fair. He gave everybody a try and nobody could be 
critical of picking somebody out separately. It was 
left to the voter to decide himself. But, no, I must 
admit that I got a fair go. 

GO'H And what about support from your wife 
during this time; how did she feel about you taking off 
to the country? 

NALDER Yes, she backed me. [chuckles] We 
didn't have any money, so there wasn't any money changed 
hands but, no, she was able to. . .. although she couldn't 
drive, she'd never learnt to drive. It wasn't something 
that I tried to put against her, but she just didn't 
feel confident enough to drive the old Ford car. But 
people supported each other; there was a lot of that 
went on, where if you couldn't drive a car somebody else 
could drive and they'd call and pick you up, or they'd 
pick you up along the roadside. And the telephone was 
starting to become available and you'd ring up and say, 
"Can you pick me up on the road at such and such a 
milepost?" People helped each other. There was a lot 
of friendship developed, I wouldn't say just over the 
election; it was a feature of the whole system operating 
at that stage. People helped each other; a great deal 
of friendship started and continued between farmers and 
their wives and families because of the need at that 
stage of the development of the country that made people 
use every ounce of activity they could that would help 
them to get from place to place. And there was a lot of 
friendship formed as a result of that, and a lot of it 
continues today. 

GO'H How did you finance the campaign? 

NALDER I was told that I'd have to pay so much 
money to pay for the cost, and I had to pay it. It was 
a thing that came in, if you were elected to go into 
Parliament you had to pay the expenses, and on two 
occasions I not only paid my own but contributed some of 
the money to another Country Party candidate that might 
have been talking about going in. I got a bit annoyed 
about that because I found that some of the money that I 
contributed to the cost of the radio, because the radio 
was just coming into effect; I can remember some of the 
country places that had the radio used quite extensively 
and quite effectively too. It ran into a few hundred 
dollars but it was a bit lopsided at one stage and I 
found that I was doing a bit of extensive paying for 
some of the other candidates. But that didn't worry me 
very much at that stage because I reckoned I was making 
a positive move and it was bringing forward results. 
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GO'H Did you have any financial contributions 
made to your campaign by other people? 

NALDER I believe that did happen. I never came 
into the decision making there; it was done by the 
activity of the head authority. If somebody gave £100, 
and I'm doubtful whether there were many who gave that 
much. If anybody gave a big lump sum.... you often 
heard, 'Gee, someone had a pocketful, " and were 
contributing towards it, but it never came into my 
direct interests to. . .. I mentioned the fact that it was 
a costly business and so on, but I was always able to 
keep going. 

GO'H What about fund-raisers? Did you have 
any fund-raisers during your campaign, or social 
occasions? 

NALDER I understand that it happened on 
occasions but I was too busy going from town to town and 
from farm to farm getting their backing and support, 
which was more interesting to me than any other factor. 
Mind you, the party was writing things to go in the 
paper. There was always something said about supporting 
the representative, and it brought results. 

GO'H Is there anything else that you can think 
of about how your campaign in 1947 was run? 

NALDER Well, I could indicate the situation of 
support that was made to several people later on, my son 
included, and only recently somebody asked me, said, 
"What do you do to get into Parliament" This was a 
lady, mind you, talking about fighting a case in one of 
the metropolitan areas. I said, "The best thing you can 
do is get up and work on the basis of helping people. 
You don't want to wait until the last minute because it 
won't work. You've got to get up and get going and 
contribute something towards the district or people in 
need occasionally, some support is always well received, 
and help. You've got to indicate to the public that 
you're prepared to do something when it's necessary." 

My son said to me,' "Dad, what advice can you give me?" 
And I said, "Well, look, you're the new member. It's 
you that's got to take the action. You don't do this 
just sitting on your behind in a shed or something. 
You've got to go from place to place," and he went to 

1This is when Crawford Nalder's son, Cambell, became the Member for 
Narrogin in 1986. 
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every farm in the electorate of Narrogin and he was so 
many houses short that his elder son on the morning of 
the election went to Narrogin and visited 29 homes 
before the election was completed. 

This strangely reacted almost immediately, because one 
elderly lady - I wouldn't say that she was not able to 
decide what she wanted to do - became very interested in 
the result, so much so that she started to talk about 
voting for my son Cambell and he responded by.... for 
several weeks after the election he used to call and see 
her every time he went to Narrogin. And she was 
beginning to talk about this and the reaction was rather 
surprising, that he was getting people's support by 
showing an interest in their livelihood, this elderly 
lady. This story came to me from a very accurate place, 
from another relative who said that he was doing a 
wonderful job by keeping an interest in the old people 
that were in the district. 

So it means that if you are intending. .. and I said 
this to this other gentleman only recently. 

END OF TAPE FIVE SIDE ONE 
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NALDER I have recently advised the person if 
they want to at least get an opportunity of entering 
Parliament, they can prove it by saying, "Look, we've 
done this. We've done this. We've helped with this and 
we've done something different." That's the sort of 
thing that brings results. People are impressed by the 
activity of an individual who wants to offer themselves 
for the public support. 

GO'H Can we now talk a little bit about the 
actual election day in 1947? 

NALDER I can remember, yes. I can remember 
things that happened, but it was mostly on the heavy 
population support. You had no doubts at all what was 
on when you got near the polling booth. The polling 
booth [chuckles] was covered with people. Mind you, 
they had reasons to make sure that they got there, 
because the voting lasted from seven o'clock to eight 
o'clock, and the man said that if you didn't get there 
by eight o'clock your vote was nulled and wasn't 
recorded. So people got to know very quickly that you 
had to be on time or else you weren't available for 
voting. I am doubtful whether that has made much 
different. I think people still know that seven to 
seven, or eight to seven, whatever it might have been, 
seems to have hurried people along to get to a voting 
stall. 

GO'H And what about actually at the polling 
booths; was there still work going on to encourage 
people to vote for you? 

NALDER No, no, once you get inside the po11in 
booth and your vote is recorded that is the end of it; 
you can stand outside and wait till they're counted 
before you get the rest of the story, but.... There 
was a big roll-up, there was no doubt about it, because 
people were interested as to how this boy was going to 
contribute to the value of the country, or at that stage 
mainly the electorate, because on many occasions there 
were things that were required, a bad road somewhere or 
the railway extension somewhere, and numbers of other 
interesting solutions to problems that were facing quite 

'Friends were outside the polling booths handing out How to Vote 

cards. 
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a few people. And it all hinged round whether finance 
was available to allow them to extend these facilities 
for the interests of the public. 

GO'H Can you tell me, when the results came 
out and you found that you'd won, how did you feel? 

NALDER I felt thrilled to bits, I can assure you 
of that. I think I slept all right, but I gave the 
credit, additional credit, to people who spent time in 
assistance for my results, and a lot of friendship was 
developed. I had friends right away out to Newdegate, 
Lake Grace and one other place out on the outskirts of 
the electorate. People were always pleased to say, 
"G'day, how are you going?" sort of business, and the 
time of the day didn't matter; it was the fact that they 
were able to say something. And some of them were able 
to say, "We've already had results. Good on you." So, 
if you don't know what "good on you" means [laughs] 
you'll find out now. 

GO'H Did you have a celebratory party when you 
found out that you'd won? 

NALDER There were several parties held, not 
elaborate just the fact of getting together and patting 
each other on the back sort of business. It began there 
and ended there, really, because everybody was still 
busy with their farming activities and it was a subject 
where you pulled the harvester up and yelled it out 
across the fence. What a good result it was [laughs] 
That was the only result you listened to [laughs]. 

GO'H Sixth interview with Sir Crawford Nalder 
recorded on 20 September 1993. 

When you entered Parliament, Crawford, had you ever been 
to Parliament House before? 

NALDER Yes, I had been there to have a look and 
see it. There wasn't any pressure on me to make any 
comment or anything but just a reaction to see how I 
accepted it, and it was all in line with what I'd 
reported earlier, where something seemed to be happening 
all the time, people speaking and laughing and clapping 
and comments being thrown around. And it never got to 
the stage of me being really upset or feeling that there 
was something going to happen or come out of the 
discussions that I heard being used. 
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GO'H Before you went into Parliament did you 
just go and listen to Parliament or did you look around 
the whole building? 

NALDER No, they showed me round the whole 
building for a start. There was nothing new or exciting 
about it; it was just explained to me what it was and 
how it operated. When a person was brought in to speak, 
this was all done methodically. If a turn came to a 
member to speak he was notified by the chairman of 
committees who always gave a bit of a warning, that the 
honourable member for whatever country or city area was 
going to be given the opportunity to speak. And that 
was done quite well; there was no excitement, much, 
about it - the fact that very often the people who were 
called upon were people that I knew, and it wasn't a 
situation which made you nervous because very often the 
people that got on their feet to speak were people 
reasonably well known to me, and it didn't come as a 
surprise that so and so was going to speak. It was just 
a normal exercise and it seemed to come in slowly and 
steady, and there wasn't any excitement or clapping of 
hands, although on some occasions there were clapping of 
hands but that was only an introduction to some person 
who had really developed the ambition to say what he 
wanted to say and he would speak out fairly loud. So it 
was a system that came gradually into being but not to 
disrupt or throw a spanner in the works, as is my 
saying, but just came in closely and carefully. And 
what he had to say was generally recorded by the Hansard 
reporters and also the Press recorded anything that was 
said, especially on occasions when people got on their 
feet. They had a special program that they wanted to 
speak about, such as railways, roads, schools and a 
number of other things that were important for the 
public, he was brought into being and gave reasons why 
the time had come when the road had to be improved or 
the railway extended, or any other matter in which the 
person who was called upon to speak made his speech. 

GO'H Who helped you, showed you around and 
told you what to do, in Parliament? 

NALDER We had several members who had been in 
the Parliament for some time, and we all had a bit of a 
break-up... . when I say a break-up, a break-in, really, 
I suppose. You either got up to listen or you got up to 
speak and it was a gradual situation which did not take 
me on surprise because I'd been to Parliament several 
times to listen to what had to be said. And it was a 
good break-in period, when you sometimes felt a bit 
nervous what you were going to say, but it gradually 
took over and when your turn came you were told in the 
first instance what you were to do, and so really it 
wasn't a surprise when you were called. It seemed as 
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though most of the members who spoke either were chosen 
to speak before lunch or after lunch or nearer the time 
when Parliament was going to rise. 

Parliament rose when the Speaker felt that the time had 
come to close the Parliament and it was done in a very 
orderly way and there wasn't anything done except 
occasionally people who were listening, some of them 
spoke out asking, "What were you going to say?" or 
"What's your problem?" Very often there was an 
interruption, but it didn't go to a point where 
fisticuffs were used, as happens sometimes, or they were 
recorded by the Speaker and would have to retire. That 
happened often, where a member of Parliament, and 
sometimes not very long in Parliament, would interrupt 
and very often it would start an argument. But in most 
of the time that I was in Parliament it was carried out 
in a reasonable way, and I think, if I remember rightly, 
there was something said as an illustration that when 
new members came to speak interruptions were not allowed 
and you had to allow a person who was speaking for the 
first time a real opportunity to say what he wanted to 
say without interruption. You were given encouragement 
to say what you wanted to say in a clear and audible 
fashion. Occasionally I got a little bit excited about 
some things, but in the main it wasn't so; it was done 
in an orderly fashion and in a way which people who were 
listening could understand. 

Very often relatives came to Parliament House and they 
went upstairs to listen to what had to be said. I can 
remember the first time that I spoke. I was asked by 
the Speaker to take the floor. I was expecting some 
interruption or something that might put me off my 
track, but it wasn't; I was clapped. And I was chosen 
by my party, the Country Party, to speak first. That 
was inclined to strengthen the muscles a bit, and an 
issue which I'll never forget was that when I took my 
steps to the place where people were asked to speak from 
and to in some way or another speak about the subject 
matter of what you were going to say, one of the strange 
things, that probably happened in other places too, but 
I was asked to speak first, introduce my subject. And I 
remember a situation which encouraged me to have a 
little bit more push than I would have reasonably had 
earlier. The one thing I was encouraged [by] was the 
fact that a certain gentleman who I will name later came 
and patted me on the back and said, "That was well 
done," and another one who had been in Parliament for 
several years, he came along and gave me a pat on the 
back too. He said, "Oh, you've had some experience." 
[laughs] I quickly involved him in the situation by 
saying that I hadn't had any experience from the rest of 
my family [laughs]. 
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GO'H Do you remember what it was you talked 
about in your speech? 

NALDER Yes, I can remember because I took the 
idea that when I went into Parliament I was going to try 
and work to improve the facilities for country people. 
I felt that there was a need for more work and money 
being spent in the country, and that was exposed greatly 
because I had some support from country people that 
suggested that roads should be improved, and the 
railways. Several important subjects which were used by 
country people, and very often used by children 
especially those going to school. I put my case forward 
and felt that I had let the Parliament know that these 
sort of things should not be allowed to drift but should 
be attended to to make sure that facilities were 
available in the way they should be for those entering 
Parliament. And of course those entering Parliament in 
a lot of cases were younger people and some of them had 
very little experience, but when they heard that the 
speaker was advocating improvement in their facilities, 
it seemed to be taken off very well and accepted by 
those who came to listen to Parliament. Very often a 
number of young people came and attended Parliament to 
hear what was being said. I believe that the situation 
should be followed up with a lot of enthusiasm, because 
there is no doubt about it, if you've got a good case to 
put forward and it goes over well, it does make an 
impression on people who listen. And very often retired 
members of Parliament or retired people who come to 
Parliament are impressed by the way these facilities are 
encouraged by the speakers. This I think is a normal 
situation which develops when people advocate through 
their speaking what is necessary for the country and 
what is necessary for the country is necessary for the 
State. 

GO'H Arthur Watts was the leader of the 
Country Party when you entered Parliament. How much did 
you have to do with him? 

NALDER Arthur Watts was, I would say without any 
doubt, a very good speaker. He made what he had to say 
clear and with emphasis, and if anybody interrupted, 
which they did occasionally, he always seemed to be 
ready with an answer. He was a good leader, although 
there were occasions when some of the members didn't 
agree with him, and although he was brought up to the 
rail - that is where if you don't speak from your own 
seat you can go further up and indicate that this is 
your opportunity to make sure that the things that were 
needed were advocated by those who spoke representing 
country areas. .. . There were occasions as I just 
mentioned when he fell through with some of the other 
speakers but in the main what he had to say was 
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generally accepted as being something that most of the 
members wanted to be heard. 

GO'H Could you describe for me what his 
personality was like? 

NALDER He was very firm. He was accepted as 
being a person who had experience. I am not aware with 
what experience he had had beforehand; I know he had 
some experience but it wasn't a long area of time in 
which he had spoken at functions and this very often 
carried a long way. The material that he used was 
material that was well and truly spoken of in other 
parts of the Parliament, and so very often you would 
hear people say, "Hear, hear!", which was an indication 
that they were glad that he was speaking on it. And 
this wasn't only an effort by Mr Watts. There were 
several other leaders who spoke very strongly and were 
supported by handclaps and "Hi, hi" coming from various 
parts of Parliament House from people who were 
supporting the speaker on what he was introducing, or he 
was supporting. 

GO'H How much personal support did Mr Watts 
give you as a new member? 

NALDER I did very well. I was helped in quite a 
number of ways, especially when it came to a position 
when action was needed in other parts of the State. He 
was a very good speaker; when he had something to say, 
he said it. That does suggest of course that some 
people make statements and they don't know what they're 
talking about. Occasionally that happened, not very 
often, when somebody introduced a subject which was 
pretty well known by most people but not mentioned in 
the House. It was a pretty open go. I could say 
without any argument that I didn't get interrupted very 
often, although I did on occasions. It upset me a bit 
sometimes but [I] soon got to know what was cooking, as 
the saying is [chuckles] and was able to handle the 
situation reasonably well from people who had got into 
Parliament not much before I had been. I was one of the 
youngest members of Parliament the year I went in. I 
did get a bit of support and sympathy from some of the 
country people who had interviewed other people, perhaps 
leaders in the House. I don't mean members, I mean 
people in authority who would be calling on speakers. 
The Speaker would call on certain people; their turn for 
speaking was coming up so they had to get ready for the 
time when they would outline the subjects that they were 
interested in and that they wanted some support. Mind 
you, that was the case when finance was needed. If you 
wanted something done, of course, you had to emphasise 
the fact that you expected some money to be spent in the 
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interests of the place in which they were representing. 
And that was generally the method that was used, that if 
you had something to say it was generally in the 
interests of the people that you represented, and 
whether it was in the country or in the city it flowed 
along almost identically, the same. 

GO'H What was the relationship like between 
the parties, the Labor Party, the Country Party and the 
Liberal Party, the members? 

NALDER It was obvious that you didn't have to 
stay there long to find out what party they belonged to 
because they generally got up and said they were 
representing the Labor Party, the Liberal Party or the 
Country Party. And it wasn't long after the 
introduction of Parliament that this was well known 
especially by those people who came to Parliament House 
and went upstairs... . there are facilities there for 
people to sit down and wait and listen, and this was 
carefully done. There were occasionally a few rows and 
arguments come up, but mainly [it was] pretty well done. 
A person who had something to say said it and he was 
listened to by those who had longer experience in 
Parliament, and very often they would question the 
person who was getting up to speak on the subject, why 
had he been so long, or she, because we did have a 
couple of ladies representing areas, and why they hadn't 
brought this up beforehand. They'd always have some 
excuse or some reason why it hadn't been brought up, and 
that it was being brought up then. That always used to 
cause some consternation because very often they'd get 
criticised for not bringing it up earlier when 
Parliament was sitting. 

GO'H You just mentioned that there were a 
couple of women politicians. Were they treated any 
differently than the men? 

NALDER No. No, I think the ladies were given 
the same consideration as the men. There was no 
difference because very often the ladies had a very good 
case and spoke very well. I can recall several women 
that represented mainly city areas but there was an odd 
one or two represented an area which was close to the 
city and they did it very well and lasted in Parliament 
for quite some time. 

GO'H In Parliament what other facilities did 
members have, like the dining room? 
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NMLDER Well, the dining room was made available 
to all members. You indicated that you were going to 
stay for lunch. 

END OF TAPE FIVE SIDE TWO 
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NALDER This situation was very much supported 
because you got a good meal and if you wanted a cup of 
tea or a sandwich or something like that in the 
afternoon or in the morning that was available for you. 
Nobody needed to go hungry from the place where they 
prepared meals. As a matter of fact, I can safely say 
that I never criticised the staff one bit because they 
carried out their work with a great deal of interest and 
enthusiasm. The cooking was good and the subject matter 
of the food that was used was also - it was very, very 
good indeed and I would never go hungry. Especially I 
got to like counter biscuits, used to eat a lot of 
those, but they had a little bit of butter and cheese to 
help you over the morning tea or the afternoon lunch. 
But the cooking was excellent and there were very few 
complaints. There was an odd one or two; some of them 
got a piece of beef that was a bit tough and would speak 
out pretty loud about it, but there wasn't much 
complaint and I enjoyed my food there. As a matter of 
fact I put on weight at the food available from 
Parliament House. 

The facilities too were good. If you didn't drink tea 
like I didn't, I could get a cool drink of some 
description if I wanted it. The facilities were very 
well planned and I think those who were in Parliament 
when I was there would agree with me in the main they 
were very happy with what was offered for food. It was 
done with the object of helping people to enjoy their 
food, because very often a lot of the members lived 
outside the city, and if you came along and you didn't 
like what was being offered you got hungry. I would 
commend the staff as I do even now when food is 
available for past members the food is prepared in a 
very, very hygienic way and it is cared for on a basis 
of encouraging people to use it. This can be said with 
the operation of the staff now. They're a wonderful 
group. 

As a matter of fact, the other day when I went to 
Parliament House after about six months on the sick 
list, one of the gentlemen spoke to me and I was 
surprised that he even remembered me but he did, and it 
was a warm welcome back to the old spot where so many of 
us started off our career, mainly in the political sense 
and in getting things for your electorate. It was all 
encouragement; you didn't have to waste your time 
bringing some food with you. You were able to get it at 
a very reasonable price and good quality meal. 
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GO'H Do you remember the name of the person 
that recalled who you were when you went to Parliament 
recently? 

NALDER No. [laughs] I'm sorry, I've forgotten 
his name, but he was a person who remembered names well 
because I came up to the door - mind you, it was six 
months since I'd been to Parliament House - and he said, 
"Good day, Mr Nalder." I got a shock. I wondered who 
was calling me but he had remembered me and wanted to 
offer a hand of friendship back again when we went for a 
meal. It was most encouraging and enlightening. 

GO'H What was his job. What is his job at 
Parliament? 

NALDER His job was to make sure that people 
going into the House had carried out the restrictions 
that were necessary. You had to go to Parliament with 
the support of a member of Parliament, probably from 
your own electorate. They did that quite obviously that 
they wanted to make sure that there were no attempts 
made to interfere with what Parliament really exists 
for. 

GO'H Just going back to the dining room, when 
you first went to Parliament can you recall what sort of 
food it was that they served in the dining room? 

NALDER Well, it was well done. In the first 
instance, meat was one of the main subjects for food and 
the person in charge would go to a butcher's shop which 
was recommended and buy some of the best food - meat, in 
this case. So that overcame some of the criticism, 
although some people wanted something that wasn't 
available and kicked up a bit of a noise but that didn't 
happen very often. The majority of people accepted the 
situation and enjoyed a meal rather than have it cold or 
not encouraging to be eaten. 

GO'H Was it always a hot meal? 

NALDER Nearly always a hot meal; not always, but 
nearly a hot meal. Very often you had cold beef, well 
cooked and prepared, with vegetables; very often had 
poultry which was well cooked and prepared, and people 
who didn't like any of the meats very often had a word 
or two with the House person responsible for preparing 
the food, had their request made available for them. On 
occasions that was adhered to with a great deal of 
enthusiasm by those who liked to change. 
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GO'H What about desserts? 

NALDER Yes, dessert was available; ice cream, 
peaches, apricots, and then other foods were brought 
into the picture and enjoyed by most of the members. 

GO'H Do you recall the names of any of the 
staff that were working in the dining room when you 
first went there? 

NALDER Yes, but I'd have to give it some little 
time to remember all their names. So I think I'll have 
to get an opportunity of naming some of the people who 
held various positions in the Parliament. 

GO'H What about other facilities for members 
besides the dining room? What else was at Parliament? 

NALDER Well, for Ministers, for Ministers there 
was a car available. A Minister who held the position 
such as the Minister for Health or the Minister for 
Agriculture, you could realise that a Minister for 
Agriculture very often had to go into the country and it 
would take him a day and more to fulfil his 
responsibilities there. Very often - because I was 
Minister for Agriculture - very often we had meetings of 
groups of farmers from various areas and sometimes 
there'd be two or three, sometimes there'd be half a 
dozen, especially if wool prices were bad or low you got 
a full house, and there was plenty of argument in favour 
of trying to improve the quality and improve the price 
that was available for wool, for wheat, for livestock, 
all were brought into the picture by the representatives 
from the area. 

It made life quite interesting on occasions because very 
often those who were critical of a poor price weren't 
able to find out exactly what was causing the price. I 
remember on one occasion, I think it was about 1970,1 
when the price of wool dropped and I flew twenty-six 
flights of a plane to various country districts to 
listen to what they had to say and to offer support. As 
I said I had twenty-six flights to different parts of 
the State to try and indicate that it wasn't our 
responsibility, though we would try our hardest to 
improve the quality and to improve the price for wool. 

1David Black, 'Liberals Triumphant: The Politics of Development 
1947-1980' in C.T. Stannage (ed), A New History of Western 
Australia, UWA Press: Perth, 1981, pp.463-4 refers to a protest by 
farmers over wool prices in 1970. 
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We had a big meeting at Claremont, quite a big meeting. 
There must have been some 200 people present and I got 
the warm-over because they seemed to think that I was 
responsible for the low price, but I was in a position 
to be able to inform them that the next morning I was 
going to fly to Canberra to meet the Minister for 
Agriculture to try and see what we could do to improve 
the price of wool. We did encourage people to be 
sensible about it and not yell which could be heard down 
the street, their complaints, but we were able to get a 
situation whereby the Federal Minister for Agriculture 
was able to make a promise that he would also go to 
Canberra to make his case available to the Minister for 
Agriculture in Claremont - not Claremont. 

GO'H Canberra. 

NALDER Canberra. 

GO'H When you first went into Parliament what 
sort of offices did the members have? 

NALDER When I first went to Parliament there 
were some cases where the facilities weren't very good. 
As a matter of fact I took over the position of the late 
Mr Stubbs who was the member for Wagin, and he used to 
do all his writing by hand, didn't do any other means, 
and the room that people used was an iron. . .excuse me. 
So, to start off with you had to use hot corrugated iron 
and, boy [laughs] I tell you, it got very hot there. It 
was a long, long time - must have been four or five 
years - before action was taken to improve the 
facilities. There was never a fan in the rooms of the 
Hansard; well, not to my knowledge there wasn't, and it 
was a real, stiff job to come out of a meeting of 
Parliament and write to an officer or write to a friend 
who had brought up a case and tell him that it was too 
hot. As a matter of fact, there were a terrible lot of 
inconveniences there at one stage, but gradually it was 
overcome. The extensions were used, oh, about six years 
ago and the facilities there now are really good. A 
member has the right to have a room and I think nearly 
all the members have a room in which to go and sit down 
and handwrite what they wanted and send it to the 
Hansard reporters, or send it to a typist to type the 
case in hand. 

No, I would say now, not knowing the situation right 
now, the position, that it is fairly well covered with 
facilities. The telephone situation is available to 
members. If somebody brought up a matter that another 
member knew was important he would immediately get in 
touch with the telephone [switchboard]. There were two 
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telephone girls who looked after the telephone and they 
would plug in for whatever country place you were able 
to get. In some cases a long distance call was charged, 
you had to pay that. On the other hand, if it was a 
Government matter it was very often taken over by the 
Minister who was in charge at the time. And really 
speaking it was pretty well covered by the sensible 
action by the Government. 

GO'H In those early days when you went into 
Parliament how many people shared an office? How many 
people did you share an office with? 

NALDER Generally in the first instance there 
were about two. Two members would carry out action by 
using one room to cover what communication they wanted 
to make with people in their electorate. It was 
reasonably done but they extended the facilities and 
service was offered to individual members, especially 
those who appeared to be using the office more than 
others. This did happen on occasions. I think that, if 
I can remember rightly, some members, especially from 
the goldfields or from the north west, very often had to 
wait a turn to get the facility of typing done for them, 
and very often as I mentioned earlier Mr Stubbs used to 
write his own replies by hand, he was well known for his 
handwriting, but he was about the only one. All the 
rest of them seemed to facilitate their activities by 
telephone or by handwriting or by communications with 
somebody that was going into their electorate. There 
were all sorts of ways and means of getting the story 
over, but you didn't have to go far to find out. 

GO'H How often would you be working at 
Parliament in those early days? 

NALDER Well, very often it all occurred around 
the facilities that were being used, and also the 
subject matter of which the member was using. Very 
often an argument would start over the supply of certain 
things. Sometimes the railways were a bit slack. I 
don't blame anybody for it. Very often it had to be 
cleaned up or something done, coal brought in, 
especially for the coal used in engines; they had to 
have power to set their machine going. It was terribly 
important, especially at the time of harvest when people 
were harvesting their crops, and also when 
superphosphate was required. Nearly all the 
superphosphate, or a big portion of it, came from the 
metropolitan area where the facilities were available, 
and those who lived fairly close to Perth would choose 
to go down in their wagon, perhaps take a load of sheep 
to Midland junction for sale, or who would operate on 
the basis of ordering their superphosphate a week or two 
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weeks ahead of time, and they would drive down and load 
it onto their wagons and take them home by road. There 
was a lot of that done earlier in the piece. When I say 
earlier, I mean later days the situation improved 
because superphosphate was made available at some of the 
areas, likes of Bunbury, several other places. 

I can remember that there were several new fertiliser 
works built and they really improved the quality of 
super because they weren't dragged around on the 
railways. When I say dragged around, they were packed 
into trucks and they had to be covered with tarpaulins 
to make sure they didn't get wet, because once 
superphosphate gets wet it makes it useless until it 
dries out again and you can't afford to do that when 
you're using fertiliser for crops. They extended quite 
a few places were used for using fertiliser, 
manufacturing. There was Albany, Bunbury, or just not 
far from Bunbury, and several other places where super 
was carried in bulk from the works in Perth and 
distributed in different areas. That is operating now 
and the facility of using fertiliser has improved 
considerably since the early days. I just haven't got 
the figure here but there's a lot of super, runs into 
hundreds of tons, to be used for improving the quality 
of the food and the crops that are planted while the 
season develops. 

GO'H Just to get back to Parliament, I noticed 
in your scrapbook that you lent me there was a photo of 
you in 1947 getting ready for a cricket match. Do you 
recall that? 

NALDER [laughs] Yes, I can recall that. Rather 
amusing. We had a sports group and any member who 
showed any interest in it became a member of the sports 
club. I remember quite well, as a matter of fact I can 
remember it as if it was almost yesterday, I was chosen 
to play cricket. Mr [Frank] Wise, who was - I think he 
was the Premier then - anyway, he. 

GO'H Mr [Duncan Ross] McLarty was the 
[Premier]. 

NALDER Yes. He held a position there and I went 
out to play, to bat, and I hit two or three fours and Mr 
Wise said, "Oh, here there's a run. Nalder will be 
chosen to play cricket," and I think I only played about 
one match after that [laughs] because the person behind 
the bat hadn't had any practice at all and he used to 
let fly with a racquet, and sometimes the racquet went 
and the ball stayed on the grounds. But we did have an 
interesting team. We had tennis, we had a few tennis 
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players. As you remember Ross Hutchinson was one of the 
top players and several others delved into it, but it 
was only a bypass sort of a situation because we used to 
go east. 

I remember going to Adelaide to play bowls. To use an 
illustration that's crept into tennis, or into bowls, 
was whether you were playing overarm or underarm and 
[laughs] we used to have some fun really with people who 
we went to play sport with. But today they're 
concentrating more on bowls, I understand. A lot of the 
players play bowls in private life and they dwindle onto 
the greens when it comes to other types of playing. So 
cricket was only a slight incidence. I don't remember 
playing a lot of cricket, but occasionally we played it. 
We played tennis more often and then bowls came into 
being used quite often. We never played football. I 
think Ross Hutchinson used to play football and he used to 
get a few claps and encouragements while the match was 
on, but it was only a side issue really, the sport. I 
understand they play bowls quite often now here, but I 
had too much bowling to do up in the paddock, let alone 
find time to play football or any other match. 

GO'H How were the teams broken up? Were they 
broken up according to parties? 

NALDER Yes, they were chosen, the best players. 
Some of them played ordinary sport but it wasn't dealt 
with in a big way. If people wanted to have a game they 
gathered together and chose another team and that was 
the beginning and ending of it. It wasn't used to a 
great extent. 

GO'H Where were you living when you entered 
Parliament in 1947? 

NALDER I was living in my home town, but that 
soon fizzled out because I was elected a member of the 
Government and that meant that I had to be in Perth the 
whole time. We very seldom broke up and went home in 
between a session. Very often there was an important 
matter brought before the Government and it meant all 
Ministers had to be available. I remember vividly an 
occasion when two members, myself and the late Mr 
[Edgar] Lewis who was the Minister for Education, were 
called to attend a conference - not conference, to 
attend Parliament. It fizzled out in the end because 
the information that was planned to be available was 
dropped because the Government had been able to take 
some action to improve the facilities that were 
required. And so Parliament was very active and 
although there was some criticism it wasn't done in a 
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big scale. Occasionally the railways were in for 
troubles; occasionally we had a heavy rain that washed 
away the road. There were facilities like that that had 
to be attended to promptly. 

I could mention perhaps some other things. The Police 
Force was lacking, supposed to have been in some cases, 
but I don't think that got to any great proportion 
because it wasn't required then. 

END OF TAPE SIX SIDE ONE 



Crawford and Olive Nalder, circa 1960 



NALDER 

TAPE SIX SIDE TWO 

NALDER The requirements for police service 
varied a little bit from place to place. A lot depended 
on what number of people were required. I can remember 
quite a few times on the goldfields there'd be a demand 
for extra staff from the Police Force. And then, if 
there was a big football match somewhere, very often 
they had to ask for a police backing so that there would 
be no problems brought to bear when the match got into 
swing. But mind you, I don't think there's any 
difference, very little difference between what the 
situation was required then than it is today. The 
facilities must be made available in an area where 
conditions fluctuate from good to not so good and you've 
got to have support from the Police Department to see 
that the situation is carried out in all respects the 
best way. 

GO'H Just going back, when you first went into 
Parliament were you still living in Wagin, or did you 
have to move up to Perth? 

NALDER No, no, we had to live in Perth.'  It was 
a known fact that if you were elected as a Minister of 
the Crown you had to be available to represent your 
area, and very often the area was in the hands of a 
Minister and he had to find an answer to whatever was 
required. That meant that there were no facilities 
available where a car was not available for the use [of 
the Minister] 

I remember one day going home for the weekend. We were 
always allowed home at the weekend and I went home for 
the weekend and we were. . .1 was bringing my niece back 
with me. She was working in Perth and I was hurrying 
back to get back for the meeting that was called. There 
was a car came whizzing round the corner of one of the 
bends on the road between Narrogin and Perth, and the 
end result was that we were crossing a bridge. I'll 
tell you the name of the place. It was a road on the 
great southern road that ran from Perth to Albany and a 
chap came round the corner with excessive speed and hit 
my car on the front, across the front lights, smashed 
them. We came out of it without much trouble, but we 
were landed in Perth. I didn't get down in time for the 

'While Sir Crawford Nalder was an ordinary member he lived in 
Wagin. When he became a Minister in 1959 he rented a flat in 
Claremont. 
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meeting. Had to be told what was the final result. The 
car hit the side of the road, a post on the side of the 
road and went flying over the side of the bridge and 
smashed the car up that it had to be hauled to Perth by 
some assistance. Well, I was standing on the side of 
the road for nearly all day on that occasion. It was 
the only real accident that I can recall having without 
any real problems associated with it. 

Anyway, the car didn't - well, it wasn't used very often 
later after that. I had bent the front and so on and so 
it was a write-off. But that was the only time that I 
can recall having an accident when we were using the car 
and it was fortunate enough that none of us were hurt. 

GO'H Where were you living in Perth? 

NALDER In Perth we bought a house in Claremont, 
one of the roads off Claremont ran down past the 
showgrounds, and we bought a small house there. My 
daughter, or our daughter I should say, got a job with 
Wes farmers and she went to work there and I used to - 

being a Minister I had a car and I used to drive down to 
Parliament every time that we were called to Parliament 
to debate any matter. That lasted for about twelve 
months, not quite twelve months, a little bit less, and 
we bought a house, another house in Claremont. The 
other one became too small and it wasn't a convenient 
place. And then we bought a place in Applecross. We 
lived in Applecross for the rest of our journey there. 
My wife died and facilities were limited and I decided 
to stay with the family. That meant I was dividing my 
activities, which meant that we were on the run all the 
time. But while we were there we created - we used to 
take part in some of the activities of what happened 
there. Applecross is still an important place for 
people to live the area is growing. 

GO'H When you first moved to Perth when you 
went to Parliament, what happened to the farm? Who 
looked after it? 

NALDER Oh, my son was of age and he was capable 
of handling the situation. He looked after the stock 
and looked after the machines that planted the crop and 
shearing, all those things. The pigs that we used to 
have a lot he looked after those while.... I used to 
come home occasionally. We had a long weekend off and 
I'd come home and give a hand, but Cambell took the 
important part of looking after the stock. 



Crawford Nalder, teaching Sunday School 
Applecross Uniting Church, circa 1960 
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GO'H Could you tell me a bit about your duties 
in your electorate? What sort of things would people 
contact you about? 

NALDER There was something on the run nearly all 
the time. It wasn't as though you did a job for 
somebody with replacing some machinery or something - 

and that was often. They'd ring you up, they knew you 
were in Perth and they wanted a part. They'd ring you 
up and ask the unit to prepare a wheel or something and 
I used to take it home. Very often this happened with 
people. They all knew that Monday morning I was going 
to Perth in the car and I nearly had a full house nearly 
every Monday morning [laughs], but that didn't worry me. 
We worked out quite well and people were able to utilise 
the facilities that were available then. I carried a 
lot of people to Perth in the car and very often you 
learnt a bit, you know, with people who had a complaint; 
it worked both ways. 

GO'H What other duties would you have in your 
electorate? Any meetings to attend? 

NALDER Yes, we had meetings that any section of 
the. population decided to call. Education was a very 
important one and it appeared in the Press one day that 
the Nalder family were running part of the Education 
Department because they were - my sister was president 
of the Victoria Park parents and citizens association. 
She was only telling me the other day how they'd 
extended the facilities of the Victoria Park school. 
There was a gentleman, I can't tell you now whether he's 
still alive or not, but he trained a group of scholars 
for a band and they were known all around Perth. They 
went to the Eastern States and won a trophy for their 
band playing; this was the schoolchildren of Victoria 
Park. I remember this only so well because we went one 
weekend out to Victoria Park to listen to the band, and 
then when it came to the 25th of April, lo and behold, 
they were one of the bands that played in the streets. 
They built up a name for being musical and this 
gentleman, everybody was surprised that he was able to 
qualify his staff, which were children, to play at the 
Anzac parade. At that stage my brother was president of 
the horticultural section of Wagin. He was president of 
the horticultural section of the flowers and I, of 
course, was a member of Parliament, so the whole family 
were - it was published in The West Australian - the 
whole family were a mob of people designed to run the 
country! [laughs] 

GO'H Could you tell me a bit more about some 
of the things that you had to do in your electorate? 
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NALDER Well, it was a busy time and that's why I 
believe I was able to hold the electorate with very 
little effort. The situation developed the same as it 
would in any place and then it got to a stage where it 
became of greater importance for people to be able to 
call their member together and talk about requirements. 
One was the school. I had to go to the meeting and the 
meeting was the fact that there wasn't enough room for 
the later students that were coming on. I took the 
matter up with the Minister for Education, who was the 
late Mr Watts, and he agreed that another room would be 
built, which was built, and then the students and the 
parents and citizens were that pleased that they asked 
me to open the added room. I was there the other day, 
happened to be walking across the school ground and 
noticed that's still there. I was still [laughs] the 
man who opened the school. I don't worry much but the 
facilities are available now and the school grounds are 
capable of taking quite a number of children. 

And then, of course, there were farmers' problems. 
There was always a shortage of super. You couldn't get 
enough super quick enough and we had to have a meeting 
with the super works. In the end they made Wagin a 
depot for superphosphate. I take some little credit for 
that but not all. And then they also turned it into a 
grain place, they had grain tanks there to drop the 
grain when the works became overloaded. So Wagin 
happens to be an important place, still is an important 
place for the facilities for farmers when they need 
replenishing their requirements. 

GO'H What about things like agricultural 
shows? Did you have a role as a Minister? Did you go 
along to agricultural shows? 

NALDER Yes, I didn't miss any, I don't think. 
Whenever there was a show I went to it because you saw 
people that you don't meet regularly on other occasions, 
and it was responsible - I say this - it was responsible 
for me being returned unopposed to Parliament for 
twenty-one years. I think it was twenty-one years, but 
thereabouts anyway, I was returned unopposed. When my 
send-off was made they invited the Minister for 
Agriculture from Canberra across and he said that they 
had checked all the electorates in Australia and found 
that I was the only person who had been returned for 
that number of years unopposed. So I hold a record for 
being the longest [serving] Minister of any Parliament 
whether State or Federal. 

GO'H What sort of things would you do at the 
agricultural shows? 



Crawford Nalder speaking at Avondale 
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NALDER Judge.' Judge on occasions; help the 
facilities being carried out as quickly as possible 
because with animals you can't mess around and let 
animals roam around; you've got to have facilities such 
as yards and gates and things to open, and you've got to 
help the stewards to get the stock into position. 
There's always something to fill your interest and very 
often they'd rely on you. They'd call upon you to take 
some lists of names and take them to the Press, so that 
they would be broadcast or published in the paper, local 
paper. Nearly all the country towns have a paper and 
the object is to get as much information to the paper 
for publication as quick as you can. Very often they 
have two day shows, and one show connects up with the 
other and you don't find yourself missing when you're 
needed in a situation like that [laughs] . There's 
always plenty of work to do, and that applies not only 
for stock, that applies for foodstuffs and sponge rolls 
and cream puffs and the likes, because country ladies 
are well known for their value - not only for food 
prizes but also for dinners. The country women and 
other organisations through the show have luncheons, 
afternoon teas and the rest, especially those that have 
two or three day shows. So it's alive full of activity, 
a country show. 

GO'H If someone in your electorate wanted to 
contact you about something, how would they do that? 

NALDER There was no problem at all. They knew 
who to ring. If the matter was an important one, it was 
a matter of contacting the Minister's secretary and in 
some cases today - this didn't develop until later on 
after I left Parliament - in cases today the member has 
his secretary in the town in which he lived and they 
would ring through to the secretary and the message 
would be transferred to Perth. Those facilities were 
not lacking, they were well used, well trained. 

GO'H What about in the early days if someone 
in Wagin wanted to contact you? Would they leave a 
message with your wife? 

NALDER Yes. They'd ring up home to find out 
where I was and there was never any put off. You said, 
"Well, let us know what you want and we'll try and equip 
you with whatever it was." It was generally a broken 
part of a machine, that was the thing that. . .such as a 
drill or a harvester, whatever machine was being used, 
it was used to replace one that had broken or something 
like that, out of order. 

1Also open the show. 
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GO'H How did your wife feel about the change 
in your lifestyle once you went into Parliament, you 
living in Perth? 

NALDER Well, she supported me all the way 
through till she passed away. She used to accompany me 
to functions. You had a function and you'd get "Mr and 
Mrs' or whatever your title was, you'd be required to go 
to whatever it was - some exhibition or display, or a 
show. Many other things such as using the. .. . [pause] 
You've got it, have you? 

GO'H No, you were telling me off tape that 
sporting meetings were important. 

NALDER Well, you're always invited to go to any 
function, such as finals at football matches or cricket 
or tennis, or under-age; quite a few country towns have 
under-age sports and they have it through the schools, 
athletics and so on. A wide range of activities were 
spooned out to children and they took advantage of it. 
So there was activity in the country all the time. Very 
often there'd be hardly a day when there wasn't some 
matter that you had to attend. 

GO'H And how did your wife feel about that, 
the extra work that that involved for her? 

NALDER She just took it. She was a member of 
the Country Women's Association and did her part. No, 
there was no lack of support at all in that situation. 

GO'H Do you think she helped you? 

NALDER Yes, she did, she did. She offered a 
great deal of help. As a matter of fact, very often 
she'd have a meeting of the country women over a matter 
that was worrying them all and they'd get their 
president to call the meeting and have a day discussing 
what they should do next. They had some very reliable 
ladies there who took responsible positions. As a 
matter of fact, Wagin was known for its activity with 
people interested. I'll give you the name of a lady who 
held very important positions, Dame Roe. She was 
elected President of the Country Women's Association at 
Wagin. She was also State representative of country 
women. She was then elected president of the State - 

no, not the State, the complete units of the State. 

GO'H Commonwealth? 
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NALDER And then the Commonwealth and then the 
world. She's still an active lady. We had her for 
lunch the other day. 

GO'H What about your children? They would 
have been quite small when you first went into politics. 
Did you miss any of their growing up through your 
political involvement, do you think? 

NALDER A little. A little, yes. I must say 
that I think I should have done a little bit more than I 
did, but I used to play with the children, go out with a 
cricket bat or tennis, they all played tennis. And they 
were musical; they could sit down and play a tune on the 
piano without any messing around. No, all our family 
were musical and we sang. As a matter of fact, I was 
the bass singer of a male quartet. 

GO'H Yes, you told me about that. 

NALDER Right. Life was full of activity. You 
didn't get away with nothing. You could always be 
relied on to be asked to do something and I think that 
helps to keep you in Parliament, too. If you're an 
active person they want somebody that'll do things, not 
talk it and do nothing. 

GO'H Is there anything else you'd like to add 
about that first term in Parliament from 1947 to 1950 - 

the very early years? 

NALDER I don't know whether there's very much 
more I could give. It's full of activity. You get 
groups of people that feel that all Parliaments should 
be involved in certain things. Almost going back over 
some of the things I've already mentioned, but it's a 
very active operation. You can't go there and sit in 
your chair and do nothing. It soon spreads and if I had 
the opportunity again now and I had health and had the 
opportunity I would give it another go, because of the 
fact that not only the ability of the member but the 
enthusiasm of the member to get things done makes all 
the difference in whether or not you're going to be a 
successful person in the public interest. 

GO'H Okay, we'll finish there today. Thanks, 
Crawford. 

END OF TAPE SIX SIDE TWO 
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TAPE SEVEN SIDE ONE 

GO'H The seventh interview with Sir Crawford 
Nalder recorded on 11 October 1993. 

Off tape, Crawford, you were telling me about an 
instance that occurred to you in Parliament regarding 
wearing the coat to Parliament. Can you tell me about 
that now? 

NALDER Yes. It was brought about because of the 
hot weather. The hot weather was starting to have its 
effect on people who were speaking in the Legislative 
Assembly. I am saying the Legislative Assembly because 
I was in the Legislative Assembly when it happened. It 
was designed to let the powers that be do something to 
make the conditions for speakers in the Legislative 
Assembly easier to handle rather than to be battling 
with hot weather. I went along one morning deciding 
that I was going to do something about it. So I decided 
that I would let the people know - those in authority - 

to do something about it, because the temperature was 
terribly hot there on a hot afternoon and it made it 
very difficult for people to properly discuss the things 
that they had in mind. So the next morning after this 
situation happened in the afternoon of the previous day, 
I was outspoken about the [situation] that people were 
being used up to save the Government spending money on 
something that would help to keep the place cool. Well, 
we knew very well that there wasn't much money about, 
however, a number of members decided that it was time 
for a change. So it wasn't long before several members 
got up and supported the idea of having a fling at 
improving the conditions of the speakers in the 
Legislative Assembly. The interest wasn't quite so 
strong in the Legislative Council because there weren't 
so many people in the Legislative Council, and for some 
unknown reason the Council didn't seem to get quite so 
hot so quickly as the Legislative Assembly. It wasn't 
long - although when I say it wasn't long, sometimes it 
takes a long time to [happen] - it wasn't long before 
something happened. I don't know who was responsible. 
Some said that it was me, but I wasn't ashamed of that 
because I know what it's like to be out in the heat when 
conditions are very hot and it does have some effect. 
Anyway it wasn't long before - and I can't give you the 
dates - it wasn't long before the accommodation for 
people affected by hot weather had some relief. So much 
interest was taken that a picture was taken of me 
walking up the hill near the... 
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GO'H Malcolm Street? 

NALDER Malcolm Street is it? Is Malcolm Street 
on the other side? 

GO'H I think so. 

NALDER Well, you can check on that. It wasn't 
long before the whole system had relief whereby it was 
very much easier to get up and have a say in what you 
were talking about and not having to be interrupted by 
the hot, sweaty weather. 

GO'H Could you just describe for me the photo 
that appeared in The West Australian? 

NALDER Well, I can remember that quite well 
because they took a picture of me on the front page of 
The West Australian and it will probably need a little 
bit of exercise in trying to locate the paper, but I can 
remember as if it was yesterday, me walking up the hill 
to Parliament House with a bag - my hat in one hand and 
a file in another hand, feeling quite convinced that 
something was going to happen. And happen it did, 
because ever since that time, as far as I can recall, 
Parliament was relieved by, I think it was some type of 
machine that kept the weather cool. And it was accepted 
with a great deal of appreciation when that happened. 

GO'H So the photo in the paper, that was 
because you weren't going to be wearing a jacket into 
Parliament? 

NALDER Yes. The fact was that you had to wear a 
jacket in Parliament. That was part of the arrangement 
that they would be properly dressed. Most of the 
Speakers were not very critical about it; they felt it 
was better to have conditions whereby it was easy to 
speak what you had to say and have conditions much more 
acceptable than they'd been. A tremendous amount of 
discussion took place outside the House because of the 
fact that we had north west members from up at Broome, 
Wyndham and coming down for a session of Parliament and 
they used to be outspoken about the condition of the 
House when it was hot. So it wasn't long before the 
whole system was accepted and, to my knowledge, it's 
never altered since. There may have been some 
improvement in the quality of the machines or whatever 
they used to keep the House cool, and I've been back to 
the House a few times and I'd have noticed quite an 
improvement in the conditions of the air and so on that 
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had to be looked after during the time when the hot 
weather came on. 

Anyway, it was something that was well accepted and I'm 
not too sure whether something else has happened as 
well, but I'm only guessing that. It probably could be 
found out by referring it to some of the older members 
of Parliament who had problem conditions in hearing. 
The fact that it was difficult to hear what was being 
said was also a problem, and it wasn't long before 
conditions were altered so that people who had problems 
in hearing got on the warpath as well and something was 
done to improve the conditions there. I'm a bit shaky 
on that bit. It happened, but when it happened I'm not 
too sure. 

GO'H What sort of changes did they bring about 
that aided people who had problems hearing? 

NALDER I'm not too sure exactly what did happen. 
Something was introduced to help people who had 
problems, as I understand it, in hearing. 

GO'H In the second election that you fought, 
you no longer stood at Wagin. Because of a 
redistribution in seats you were now running for 
Katanning. How did that affect you? 

NALDER Well, strange as it may seem, it didn't 
affect me very much. I had a feeling that people were 
more interested in having things done rather than 
talking about the possibility of having them done. The 
public didn't want to know what was going to be done, 
they wanted to see it being done. And I had no 
difficulty at all in being the leading or my name being 
accepted as being successful in the conditions that 
existed then. It finally was accepted; that is, that 
the conditions of Parliament and the conditions of [tape 
break]. 

The situation was a bit of a problem to start with 
inasmuch that the Katanning people wanted a Katanning 
man, but I believe that I had the story which went over 
and got me elected without any difficulty. It was the 
fact that I was prepared to go to any invitation that 
was issued to me by organisations such as schools, 
farmers' problems and so on, that the voters knew very 
well that. I knew what I was talking about when I was 
issuing my reply to some of the questions that were 
asked. 
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One is rather amusing, really. At that time there was a 
shortage of water and we had a problem of getting enough 
water. To facilitate the usage of it all sorts of 
things were done and they ended up in rather a jokingly 
situation. Mr [A.R.G.] Hawke was asked to open the 
extensions to the water supply and in so doing he made 
an amusing statement. They had a story - oh, it was a 
fact, actually - when somebody got up in the audience 
and said, "Why don't you give the Katanning people a 
chance to vote [for] who they'd like?" He said, "They 
haven't got a chance now, they only vote for Nalder." 
He said, "We only run for the ones we think we can win." 
That was Mr Hawke's reply was to [laughs] when he was 
questioned why he didn't put a candidate up to give the 
people a chance to vote for a Labor candidate. 

GO'H If we can just move on a little bit, in 
1959 in the Brand Government you became Minister for 
Agriculture and you also had responsibility for war 
service land settlement from 1959 to 1966. Could you 
tell me a little bit about your responsibility for the 
war service land settlement? 

NALDER Well, that could be said to have been one 
of the things that happened that gave us a good name in 
Western Australia. We had embarked on clearing a lot of 
land down the south west across from Albany to an area 
of land which had been considered to be successful 
farming country and that meant that we were finding 
areas of land which was quite suitable for war service 
land settlement as it was named then, and quite a number 
of people, farmers, from other States came over and were 
allocated farmland, and in some instances they stayed 
there. I understand there are still some Eastern States 
farmers there but the point was that in the main when 
they came over they had an opportunity to choose some of 
the better type of land and it was snapped up in a very 
short period of time. 

Another thing that was very helpful, we had a number of 
people working for the war service land settlement 
organisation and we managed to get the services of a 
gentleman who was a well known farmer in Kondinin. He 
was an absolute winner as far as the Government were 
concerned. He seemed to be able to find out what the 
farmers wanted. They wanted a better say in what was 
going on and it proved to be a winner as far as war 
service land settlement was concerned. 

I remember on many occasions we'd go especially down to 
the Mt Barker and Rocky Gully to hear a complaint that 
was going on down there, and we were able to, with a bit 
of wisdom, settle the problem without any further ado. 
This was one of the reasons why the war service land 
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settlement was an absolute winner in Western Australia. 
They thoroughly backed the Government's move to 
introduce this gentleman in as an adviser and he did a 
wonderful job for war service land settlement and 
adjoining farmers. You could appreciate the fact that 
when a problem started to occur it only didn't stop at a 
farmer's gate but it soon went elsewhere. They had a 
knack in criticising the officer who might have made the 
comment and then the same afternoon solve it. So the 
war service land settlement happened to be a real winner 
as far as the Government were concerned. 

We had a wonderful service. Our staff were equal to 
none. They did everything as we advised them to. We 
cleared the land, we made a bit more land available for 
them to have cleared on their land before the seeding 
time came round when soil was worked up and the rest of 
the land was. . . . Some farmers voted to clear their own 
land, others cleared the land with the advice and help 
of the staff of the war service land settlement, and we 
had a lot more land cleared - I can't just give you the 
figures but they can be made available. As to the large 
number of people who took on farming, a lot didn't 
succeed but sold their farms and bought other 
properties, but taking it overall it was a huge success 
and a lot of our present day farmers are still war 
service land settlement people. 

GO'H Can you remember the name of the farmer 
from Kondinin that was on the staff of the war 
settlement? 

NALDER Yes, I'll give you his address and that 
when I get an opportunity to talk to him because he was 
just a wonderful man. He was able to anticipate 
problems. When the war service land settlement decided 
they were going to do certain things, alteration, they 
immediately found out that there were going to be some 
problems and it wasn't long before we were having 
meetings in various areas. But in the end it was 
amazing how we were able to overcome the problem through 
the wise thoughts and wisdom of the gentleman who was 
taken - he was a farmer from Kondinin and he filled the 
position absolutely wonderfully well. So many of the 
farmers were as pleased as it is possible to be pleased 
when he was elected to take on the responsible job of 
head director. 

GO'H Who selected him for that job? 

The name was not supplied by Sir Crawford but it is thought the 
person referred to was Karl Lutz. 
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NALDER Oh, Cabinet decided. His name - several 
members of Parliament knew him before he was even 
approached and he was approached to see whether or not 
he would be prepared to take over the responsibility of 
head man in the war service land settlement section. I 
for one, being the Minister for war service land 
settlement, couldn't speak so highly of this gentleman 
who was so knowledgeable; he knew well and truly ahead 
of time to be able to counter arguments that turned up 
and we had what would be termed a very successful war 
service land settlement section. 

GO'H You've mentioned problems with that 
scheme. What sort of problems occurred? 

NALDER Well, a lot of problems were caused 
through people not knowing exactly what was going to 
happen. It could be understood, of course, when you 
start a new scheme... [tape break] I'm very, very proud 
to have been associated with the system. The whole 
thing was a success. Mind you, people would recognise 
the fact that you can't get everything the right way and 
occasionally there were some arguments brought about by 
individuals who weren't getting exactly what they 
wanted. But the fact was that it wasn't a very heavily 
costed place the war service land settlement area. It 
was taken right down the great southern, across to the 
south west and then down to Albany and further across to 
Mt Barker, back over a lot of ground that proved to be 
successful for farming, and many farmers. . .as a matter 
of fact there are some of them still available, taking 
part in other things that have helped farmers. 

My memory takes me to a man who came from - I'll have to 
check on this - he came from Victoria and took up a 
property and he is now a member of the West Australian 
farmers' show at Mt Barker and also the Royal Show in 
Perth. He's a very active member and has been for many 
years. 

GO'H Was there any problem with inexperienced 
farmers taking on land? 

NALDER There were a few, there were a few and 
they got out of by being allowed to sell their property 
but that their obligation had finished as far as the 
organisation was concerned. If they wanted to sell out 
they could advertise the property and sell out and it 
proved to be quite successful. Some of them took up 
other land of choice and they proved to be quite 
successful farmers. A lot of them are still available 
for help in any local opportunities for service to the 
country and some of them have been quite successful. 
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GO'H So if a soldier had returned from World 
War II how would he go about getting land through the 
settlement scheme? 

NALDER Facilities were available for them to 
apply for land and it went before a board of people who 
were interested in war service land settlement, had been 
interested not only now as at the time of which we're 
speaking but also earlier times. We had war service 
land settlement properties available to soldiers in 
several world wars and they were well and truly educated 
on what to do, and it was very successful. 

GO'H Would they have to purchase the land? 

NALDER They had to purchase the land but the 
figure was very acceptable. I just can't remember 
exactly what it was but I've got an idea it was 
somewhere around about $4 an acre which was very 
reasonable. This was all planned beforehand and the 
soldier serviceman would know exactly by looking at a 
magazine as to what about the price he would have to 
pay. 

END OF TAPE SEVEN SIDE ONE 
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The Hon. Paul Hasluck, Minister for External 
Affairs, presents to the President of the Malagasy 
Republic the Hon. C.D. Nalder, Deputy Premier and 
Minister for Agricultural and Electricity, 1960's 



At Mt Hagen for 77th meeting of Agricultural Council, June 1970 
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TAPE SEVEN SIDE TWO 

NALDER I've got a great deal of pride and 
satisfaction over the war service land settlement 
scheme. It was well worked out and if a farmer wanted 
to succeed all he had to do was to show interest and 
work his land and very often that could be seen as you 
drove past the property, the property always neat and 
fences all done up nicely; rubbish, trees, all cleaned 
up and burnt and it was obvious to those who went 
anywhere near the service properties that it was well 
and truly accepted. We've ended up by having some 
really first class people as citizens of various country 
towns and that was a great asset to Western Australia. 
We often hear satisfactory results of war service land 
settlement farmers who have been successful in helping 
the community in which they chose to work in, help them 
to grow and become well and truly acceptable people for 
their properties and for the farmers and the towns in 
which they use to choose to do their business. 

GO'H Were they encouraged to set up any 
particular types of farms? Were they encouraged to farm 
any particular produce or stock? 

NALDER No, no. They decided themselves what 
they were going to do. Some were in wet country where 
cattle were used to populate their stock. Some were 
sheep. A few were pigs, not a great lot of support for 
pigs, but sheep and cattle were chosen to be the 
livestock section of their properties, and many of them 
are quite successful. My memory is given to a gentleman 
who came over from Whyalla in South Australia. He 
bought an old truck and brought everything over with him 
and settled in what everybody else thought was a worn 
out property, sandy country, but he was a very 
successful farmer. He introduced some new blood for 
some varieties of cattle from the Eastern States, and a 
really good citizen. 

I remember he came to me and wanted to get some 
superphosphate and I said, "Okay, right. I'll see that 
you get it." I was successful in getting superphosphate 
for him and he turned out to be a very successful 
farmer. He had a family of about five children and they 
contributed greatly to the success of the farming 
community west of Wagin. 

GO'H You were Minister for Agriculture from 
1959 to 1971. Could you please just tell me some of the 
important issues that you dealt with during that time? 
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NALDER Well, during that time there was a rush 
on farming community farms and so on and there were all 
sorts of important things that happened. One was 
travelling to help people shift their interests in their 
farms. The idea of farming, of course, is to cut your 
costs as much as you possibly can and this was 
demonstrated greatly in war service land settlement. 
Some of the farmers decided to spend a bit of money on a 
truck and used to cart their neighbours' goods to the 
nearest siding. As a matter of fact Western Australia 
was well and truly helped by the railways. We had 
railways running, carting super and crop - wheat, 
barley, oats were all part of the results of good 
farming in the war service land settlement area. This 
was demonstrated over and over again, when the farmers 
cooperated together and joined in hand to save costs. 
This was a very successful omen for successful farming. 

GO'H During your time as Minister for 
Agriculture did you ever have any problems with the 
farmers? 

NALDER Yes, we had problems. One I know very 
well was that they blamed me for not keeping the price 
of wool up. That was in 1972, I think it was. The 
price of wool dropped and I was for it. They blamed me 
for letting the price drop. I went to 72 properties in 
various parts of the country and then we had a big 
meeting in the hail, or in the ground rather, it was, at 
the showgrounds. The place was packed with people and 
they were very, very critical and I said, well, it was 
very difficult for me to stop a price drop because we 
were selling our wool overseas. Anyhow, there was a lot 
of criticism and a lot of hardheads being very critical 
about it and so I said, "Right, well, I'll go to the 
Eastern States tomorrow morning and put the case to the 
Minister for Agriculture in Canberra." So when 'tomorrow' 
came I had a lot of people ready to see me off to go to 
Canberra [laughs] and it turned out okay. Some of the 
laws or some of the things that the Government have made 
an interest in as far as farming was concerned and as 
far as having a price for various goods. This would be 
taking too long to give in detail but a lot of the 
service that came out or as a result of that is part of 
the law today for farmers in certain areas. 

I remember one was where the farmers had to do certain 
things to make sure that fires never got loose in their 
area. The law that holds fast now is a result of a 
number of discussions that took place with the object of 
keeping conditions safe for fires in the district. It's 
a very desirable one and I would say without any doubt 
will stay on the law books for a long, long period of 
time while we still have the chances of fires getting 
loose. That's just one of the items. 
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The other was to report to the Minister for Agriculture 
from a group of farmers living in a farming area who had 
a lot of rain. [If] they'd had over the average of rain 
they could claim some assistance from the Government. 
To my knowledge that still exists and as far as I can 
recall will continue to exist for a long, long period of 
time because it helped farmers to make sure that their 
properties were in a position to germinate grass for 
feed for stock and when it came to making results work 
for farmers in the area it was encouraging grass, green 
grass to grow and even in this day and age we've heard 
of some wonderful results of farmers with pasture that 
was growing well and truly above the average and 
supplying heavy feed for their stock. When you see a 
property that has plenty of grass to grow on the 
property you can bet your life that they know what 
they're doing. They're making a success of their 
farming property. 

This is repeated over and over again in different areas 
where farmers have got together and united they have 
sought out ideas which helps their properties to be 
productive. That is the final result of a successful 
farmer, to be able to continue to produce property which 
is successful in growing grain and livestock. 

GO'H While Minister were there any issues that 
related to the north of the State that you had to deal 
with? 

NALDER Yes, yes, we certainly did have a problem 
united together with other things for the north of the 
State. It was decided that the Government would develop 
some of the land in the north of the State, so that was 
proceeded with. They had areas of land sorted out 
mainly in gullies and creeks and rivers where there was 
ample water produced and that happened in the Kimberley 
district. It was the start of a very critical game on 
the Government for wasting money. Some reckoned it was 
a pure waste of money. But do you know, you people in 
the Eastern States, some of them have a beautiful supply 
of watermelons, rock melons, cucumbers and any type of 
vegetable, peas, beans, other types of food that has 
been the result of cropping land in the north west of 
Western Australia. 

Some people still say, "Well, if you hadn't got it then 
we'd never have got it now." Well, that's true. I 
don't think there would have been any chance of getting 
the Federal Government to develop or give the money to 
Western Australia to develop the land. There's even 
criticism today of several farmers buying land from 
Western Australia and some of those were Queenslanders, 
and they are repeating some of the earlier failures to 
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see whether they can grow sugar cane cheaper than they 
can do it in Queensland. This is developing into a 
very, very interesting argument. 

They experimented with wheat, growing wheat in the 
north. It wasn't 100 per cent successful. It was used 
to supply some of the farmers in the north country - 

when I say the north country, I mean the north of the 
Kimberley. Some farmers kept grain, others tried to do 
cropping to fatten their cattle because the cattle 
industry in the north was a very, very big feature for a 
long period of time and still is. We have farmers, 
successful farmers, growing cattle in the north west and 
doing quite well with them because we have an abattoirs 
up there that operates during the dry period of the year 
and the meat is exported to different places in 
countries north of the Kimberley. 

GO'H Did you have any involvement in the 
development of agricultural land in the Ord River area? 

NALDER Yes. Yes, I was well and truly involved 
in it. Very often I got a bit down in the dumps 
sometimes because when I saw the work that was being 
done with an old machine, an old disc plough, it looked 
to be in a bigger mess than it was before he started to 
clear it. 

I remember taking the director of agriculture, Mr 
[George] Baron-Hay, across the paddock and said, "Look, 
stop this work. It's a waste of money." They were 
chopping shrubs and things - that's native shrubs - 

chopping them all up to bits and trying to clear it and 
burn it. It was certainly a waste of time then, but it 
wasn't long before farmers realised that you can waste 
your time and effort if you don't do it properly, that 
is clearing the land properly. There's still a lot of 
scenes up there, there's beautiful scenery of the hills 
and many people travel from other parts of the world and 
the Eastern States to view the beauty of the hills. The 
hills are lovely to see, they're all different colours - 
brick colours, yellow colours, red colours - all part of 
the growth of the north west. I think the north - I'm 
sure the north west is there to stay under normal 
conditions because there's no doubt about it, the. 

I heard the other day by some authority that one of the 
members of the citrus trees and another one who had 
interests in citrus fruit and there's also supposed to 
be a millionaire up there who grows watermelons. We 
have watermelons all the year round pretty well down 
here in Perth and it's accepted as a normal part of our 
meals; beautiful, beautiful watermelons, absolutely 
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perfect. They not only satisfy the people in the 
metropolitan area, they go all over the country, 
everywhere. A lot of them are exported to the Eastern 
States and it has made a wonderful contribution to the 
variety of fruit and vegetables that we have in Perth 
and in Western Australia. 

GO'H As Minister for Agriculture did you have 
advisers to help you make decisions regarding the 
directions that you wanted to take? 

NALDER Yes. They varied quite a bit but the 
head man in charge of a department would have the 
knowledge of what was the best growth of fruit or 
vegetables to grow to get results and quite a few 
vegetables are now grown in the Kimberley and contribute 
greatly towards the satisfaction of the public. They 
get a little bit of moisture in the summer and they grow 
corn which is being taken on very strongly by a lot of 
the public now. They like corn for a variety of 
vegetables and other, well, I suppose fruit can be grown 
too but a lot of the decisions were made by people who 
were chosen to advise people what was the best thing to 
do. This contributed greatly to the success of a lot of 
our farming community. 

GO'H Was there any problem in Parliament 
regarding the interests of rural people, which you 
represented, and interests of urban people, city people? 

NALDER Yes, there was always some arguments 
about different things but that happens everywhere. You 
have an argument with anybody if you want to start one! 
But mainly the growth of our agriculture has been 
achieved by good thinking and planning. Even today 
you'll find that quite a few of our farmers are 
successful because they use machinery, and a lot of the 
machinery is local machinery that has been invented here 
in our country areas. It's done a tremendous lot to 
keep the price down and I think I can be safe in saying 
that the farming community are a very, very wise group 
of people. There is an argument occasionally but they 
generally get over that with shake hands and the like 
[laughs) . It's a pleasure to go into a successful 
farming area and see the success they've made of their 
towns. 

I had the privilege the other day to go into an old 
farming town and I looked at it two or three times 
before I realised it was my own farm town. The place 
was all cleaned up, painted, all the tins and broken 
bottles were gathered up and it just made it a pleasure 
to go and see how satisfactory they made their town. 
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All painted up, streets widened. I hadn't seen whether 
they won the competition but I'm sure they'd be fairly 
well up in it because they'd decided to clean everything 
up and make it approachable. The lady mayoress is 
related to quite a few people in the area. 

GO'H Eighth interview with Sir Crawford Nalder 
recorded on 1 November 1993. 

In 1962, Crawford, you became Leader of the Country 
Party and also Deputy Premier. Could you tell me what 
your relationship was like with the Premier, David 
Brand? 

NALDER Well, I would say without any doubt that 
we had a very happy and productive section of the 
Government, because we all understood one another, we 
didn't go into any other Minister's business, we just 
did what we knew we had to do. 

We had a very good connection with the people outside of 
Parliament altogether. They were members of the Farmers 
Union and also members of the various sections of the 
Farmers Union, and they were able to convey to us very 
often the final feelings of the Farmers Union which was 
very helpful, of course, because a lot of the work that 
was being done was in the dairy area. It was a great 
feeling of satisfaction from the Minister and the deputy 
Minister to get this sort of information direct from the 
meetings of the men who were involved in the production 
of the dairy section. 

GO'H How much help did Sir David Brand give 
you with your aims in Parliament? 

NALDER I had an absolute section from David 
Brand. He was always helpful. He knew that I knew what 
was happening and we were developing on a plan of the 
dairy section and when I used to take a section to 
Parliament with the idea of getting progress recorded, 
all I had to do was to tell or talk to David Brand and 
he was a supporter. I found him on every occasion 
without any doubt able to back me in my approach to the 
Premier. 

GO'H And what about issues other than 
agricultural issues? 

NALDER Well, we dealt separately with all of 
them, you see. We had the Minister for Lands who was 
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then very active in releasing land to be productive in a 
number of sections of agriculture such as dairying. 
There were quite a number of dairying sections 
introduced and we then almost automatically supported 
it, because it was building up the efforts of a lot of 
sections of agriculture in the area and by doing that we 
were giving support to the other sections of the 
departments. 

END OF TAPE SEVEN SIDE TWO 
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TAPE EIGHT SIDE ONE 

GO'H Could you describe David Brand for me? 

NALDER David Brand was a person who was so easy 
to get on with. He understood very well- true and 
faithful in supporting when it came to supporting 
various sections. I don't recall any time at any stage 
of my responsibilities in the Government to be turned 
back and not allowed to debate any particular section 
that we wanted to find some more information out about. 
He was a great supporter who-we did find him a very 
active person. He knew what he was saying, he knew 
what it meant, he knew how it was going to affect 
various sections of the community, and so he was very 
keen in most cases to support - well, I'll cut out the 
most cases - supported the approaches that were made via 
the various public meetings. See, when a decision was 
being made we often had a problem to find out exact 
details as it was going to affect various sections of 
the community. Very often we'd attend meetings to find 
out exactly how the various sections of the community 
were going to accept it, but we didn't have any 
difficulty. It was thrown wide open; people applied for 
the land; those who were considered the better of any 
others to take responsibilities were given the section 
to support and therefore there were many people who came 
by their land through a very kind and sympathetic 
Minister in Mr Brand. He seemed to understand the 
section having, of course, had some information about 
the activity of land in various parts of the State. 

GO'H What was your interest - did you have any 
interest - in what was happening in the metropolitan 
area when you were Deputy Premier? 

NALDER We supported any section that showed 
interest in developing business in the area. We had 
farmers who were very active in developing machinery and 
quite a bit of our own work - when I say our own work, I 
mean the farmers' work - was used to help support the 
work that was being done by developers. Some of our 
business people made a very wonderful contribution 
towards helping the landholder to improve the quality of 
his product. There was a very helpful and wonderful 
cooperation between them all and that made the 
Government position very much easier. 

GO'H You were Deputy Premier from 1962 to 
1971. What was the relationship like between the 
coalition parties and the Labor Party in Parliament? 
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NALDER Oh, generally the Opposition would want a 
decision given as to what was expected from the 
development of these properties. You see, it must be 
understood of course that this land, a lot of it, was 
fresh land, hadn't been used ever before. Sometimes it 
might have been used as a grazing property but mainly it 
wasn't developed and there had to be cooperation between 
all sections so as to allow the flow of the land from 
the hardworking sections of the agricultural department. 

GO'H How different was your work once you 
became Deputy Premier? What extra duties did you have? 

NALDER Well, I had a lot of extra duties brought 
about by the fact that the Premier found it necessary to 
travel overseas, and in travelling overseas 
automatically it became my responsibility to lead the 
Government in the various sections and this was done 
with a great deal of interest and support from other 
members of the Government. 

GO'H Could you describe for me what sort of 
leader you were, what qualities you had? 

NALDER Well, I suppose the easiest way to do 
that would be to talk to some farmers in the districts 
connected. No, I'd had a lot of experience having 
traced the ideas of different sections of the community 
and knowing how they were going to accept these various 
changes that were coming gradually. As a matter of fact, 
some of them were coming rather quickly, because when 
the land was thrown open for selection it meant that 
farmers freely applied for the land to increase the size 
of their properties. This was a feature that came and 
went with a great deal of - well, approval would cover 
it quite well because they had to get the approval of 
the Land Board to get the land to start with. They had 
to produce evidence to indicate that they knew what they 
were doing and what they were going to do with their 
land. They had to report whether they were going to 
clear it or use it for grazing purposes or use it for 
growing any product. This, of course, was done in a lot 
of ways. Some people were growing oats, some were 
growing wheat, some were growing rye and other types of 
grain were being developed. 

GO'H How would you describe or how do you 
think other members of Parliament in your party would 
describe you as Leader of the Country Party? 

NALDER Oh, it was almost automatically accepted. 
There was no - there was very little argument. 
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Occasionally there were a few words of criticism 
levelled but we were in a position to be able to get the 
support of our other Ministers, and very often we got 
support from those in the Farmers Union. They were 
quite active in deciding what was going to be best for 
their sections of the community and they supported us 
very greatly. 

GO'H What do you think was your greatest 
achievement in politics? 

NALDER Personally I think the leadership was as 
strong as could be expected, and people when they felt 
that there was a change coming where land was going to 
be thrown open for selection, they would meet the 
Ministers or the people who had action and supportive 
action in getting the land were approached by most 
people because they knew very well that if they had a 
prior support from other people from the area that they 
had a better chance of getting some extra land. And 
this was part of the exercises developed by quite a few 
of the farmers that wanted more land, was to get support 
from the Ministers of adjoining farms if they thought 
they could get more land to help them develop their own 
properties. Quite a bit of that went on. They wanted 
to increase the size of their property and knew they 
could get it because very often a block was adjoining 
them only by a fence, and if they could get support 
through there it would help them very much more to be 
able to get the property, the type of property, 
additional part of the property that they knew would 
make it more valuable, their own properties. But I 
think it is well to remember that a lot of the land that 
was thrown open for selection was land already partly 
cleared, and it made it easier for farmers to approach 
the Lands Department and get support for their 
application. 

GO'H Did you have any interest in agricultural 
communities within the city like market gardeners? 

NALDER Yes, we were very active indeed with 
market gardeners. Huge areas of land were being thrown 
open for work in producing vegetables and beans and 
peas, and then other fruit such as grapes, the industry 
was quite alive and we had quite a competition on which 
was the better grape and who got the best grape and who 
got the most money for it. Competition really flowed 
freely in that part of our development. 

GO'H While you were Deputy Premier, Sir 
Charles Court, or Charles Court as he was then, was 
deputy leader of the Liberal Party. What was he like in 
Parliament? 
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NALDER Oh, he took a floating interest in what 
was happening because, remember, that although we were 
sectional we had support from other parts of the 
Parliament and this developed very warmly sometimes when 
people found that the piece of land that they were 
hoping they were going to get was disappearing somewhere 
else and they'd fight like fury to make sure that the 
land didn't go to people in their area. There was quite 
a deal of competition for any special land that was used 
for any other purpose apart from being developed by 
farmers. 

GO'H You were involved in politics from 1947 
to 1972. What sort of changes occurred actually within 
Parliament House in that time? What were the main 
changes that you remember? 

NALDER Actually there was very little change. 
We developed into a section of "here it is" supporters. 
The pressure still remained though because farmers, once 
there was land thrown open that they knew had some 
value, they were all very, very keen to get a part of 
it. It was interesting from the angle of making sure 
that when the land was distributed it was done on a fair 
and reasonable basis. 

GO'H You retired from politics in 1974. Could 
you sum up for me how you felt about the contribution 
that you've made to politics and how you felt about your 
political career? 

NALDER I retired voluntarily because I felt it 
was only fair to the rest of the family that I should 
not completely let Parliament go. But then I realised 
that a part of the Government wouldn't achieve what I 
was hopeful of achieving and that was to continue my 
support of development in the State. I did so feeling I 
was doing the right thing. There were others who were 
prepared to step in and take over and there were several 
good supporters, and the sensible thing to do was not to 
cause another election but to support the better ones 
who we thought were capable of leading the various 
departments. 

We were still developing a big part of the State. We 
had the Ord River, don't forget, was starting to be 
developed and the work that was done then is still being 
carried on. We still had some critical mouths who 
didn't want us to go on but they have proved to be up to 
a point not successful. The vegetable section of the 
increases were positively felt. Today we are enjoying 
watermelon all the year round practically because we've 
got land being thrown open to develop melons and 
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tomatoes in other parts of the State. So we were 
successful in—  there . there were quite a number, I think there 
were eight members of the Country Party retired as a 
result of this move. But it didn't mean that the whole 
system was thrown into the pot to boil. It continued 
and it wasn't long before we were developing large sums 
of vegetables and that from a new found love. 

GO'H Could you sum up for me how it felt to be 
a political leader, how it felt to you personally? 

NALDER I was very, very happy because I first of 
all aimed to get a seat in Parliament, which I had been 
successful. I got in touch with different people from 
different areas knowing full well their responsibilities 
and their demands and activities in developing the 
country. A lot of people felt that it was only a money 
grab but it didn't apply that way. People were very 
keen to establish what they wanted to do on their own 
property and to take advantage of it. This occurred 
quite regularly in different parts of the State, and so 
one couldn't help but be proud of the decisions that 
were being made and the people who were being active in 
producing new varieties of corn or food of any 
description. You couldn't help but be proud of the work 
that they were doing as a result of our activities. 

GO'H In 1974 in recognition for your role in 
politics you received a knighthood. How did you feel 
about that honour? 

NALDER Well, I queried the Governor to start 
with, [laughs] wanting to know why and he said, "Make up 
your mind now, mate." He said, "Don't dillydally or 
else you mightn't get anything," and he said, "You're 
here for a purpose." He called me into his office and 
he said, "What would you do? Would you accept the 
honour?" and eventually I said I'd like to talk to the 
family. He said, "You make a decision now where you 
are," and I had to make the decision without any 
reference to anybody and so I accepted it. 

GO'H How did you feel about actually being 
offered a knighthood? 

NALDER Well, it was a terrific honour to be 
offered the knighthood because here I was, number two on 
the list of members, who had various responsibilities, 
and yet I was being chosen as a leader of a party to 
contribute something still further and that was an 
important action that I was embarking on. I've felt 
happy ever since because people still ring up wanting to 
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know, ask questions and wanting answers, and I still 
have a little bit to say when the time comes. But I 
feel honoured because I believe it was an honour that 
was not only just given to me but was given to the 
people I referred to and that I worked for. 

GO'H If we could just now talk a little bit 
about your son, Cambell Crawford Nalder. He followed 
you into politics and was MLA of Narrogin in 1986. What 
sort of interest did he show in politics as a child? 

NALDER Oh, he was very keen. He was 
exceptionally keen, as a matter of fact. He took every 
opportunity to improve his knowledge and he would be at 
a meeting here one day and the next day he'd be at 
another place for a meeting, and he got tremendous 
support to allow him to be elected. He worked hard. He 
asked me what I would encourage him to do and I said, 
"Well, the best thing is to become known by the people 
you're going to establish your interest with." We heard 
results from so many areas where he'd travelled in the 
day and in the night to learn about people's areas, 
districts and so on, what they wanted, and some very 
rewarding stories came forward. 

One I could mention without being too proud about it, 
that was that he found out a lady who lived on her own 
in a country town and every time he went to the place he 
used to call on her to see how she was. And there were 
other people who had sicknesses that he used to 
encourage them and it wasn't long before we heard from 
all round the State that he was going to poll well, 
because we even had people of other groups who wanted to 
see him in and he did well to be able to win the seat as 
he did from a deputy leader of the Liberal Party. 

GO'H How much did you encourage him to enter 
politics? 

NALDER I didn't have to encourage him at all. 
He made up his mind that he was going to be a member and 
that was it. He worked very, very hard indeed and the 
result was well earned. 

GO'H When he entered politics what do you 
think he was hoping to achieve in Parliament? 

NALDER Well, he didn't want to be left alone. 
He wanted to be like the old man a bit and so I had 
plenty of confidence in him. I knew very well that he 
was going to succeed. It was only unfortunate that he 
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developed the sickness he did because he had in his mind 
made up an alteration of Parliament. He wanted to make 
it possible for any member of Parliament to debate and 
discuss any section of his Bill that he might be putting 
on the Table of the House, but he didn't succeed in 
getting that far. Sickness took control of him before 
that time.' But he was well supported by the public and 
well supported by sections of the public inasmuch that 
his - I just want to think a bit more about this bit. 

To strengthen his case he tried to build up a support 
group which he did amongst a lot of the young people. 
We even had people from Katanning come to the house in 
Perth to make sure that he put his name in, which was 
quite a deal of encouragement. And so we had confidence 
that he was going to make things move along. 

GO'H How did you feel when he polled well and 
got his seat? 

NALDER Well, he rang up about ten o'clock to say 
his opposition had given him the winning whatever you 
like to call it. 

GO'H His victory. 

NALDER Victory in his fight to become a member. 
It was a proud day for us, of course, and he did it 
without any backing or support from us except to 
encourage him to do so. 

GO'H Before we finish, Crawford, is there 
anything further that you'd like to add? 

NALDER Well, it's very difficult when you're 
handing over to somebody else even if they're not of 
your kith and kin, but as far as people representing 
Parliament you do have your feelings sometimes that 
somebody would do a better job than the one that was 
there perhaps, but you've just got to abide by the 
decisions of the voters. You generally do all the 
talking you've done, repeat it very often, occasionally 
to help somebody who might be languishing a bit with 
something or other and if support can be given, well, 
well and good. I think that's the thing that I would be 
pressing for, that every opportunity be given to cover 
the problems despatched as a result by Parliament. 

1Mr Camhell Nalder died of cancer on 14 March 1987 while MLA for 
Narrogin. 
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See, what happens is some of the land was taken up and 
the people who owned it previously had no say at all in 
what was going to happen to it. It was obvious that 
some untruthful information had been made public, but 
there wasn't a great deal of it. It mainly fell to 
those who worked hard to get a little bit more land, but 
for the general public I think justice was shown. Very 
little problems, I think. 

END OF TAPE EIGHT SIDE ONE 
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TAPE EIGHT SIDE TWO 

GO'H After you left the Country Party it 
experienced a split. Did you have any views on that? 

NALDER Yes, I was very, very upset about it. I 
thought there were ways and means of overcoming it 
rather than fighting it over in Parliament, but it 
didn't work out that way and the split has spoilt our 
connections in a lot of areas. We've had to work hard 
to cover it up and gradually that is happening, but it's 
going to be a hard race to run to make sure that it's 
achieved back to where it was before. I think there's 
some good people been elected and I think they will show 
their support in the right and honest way by backing the 
present Government and the Country Party to see that we 
at least retain our place in the Parliament of Western 
Australia. 

GO'H When the split occurred did you feel that 
it was the fault of anybody or any section in 
particular? 

NALDER Well, when a situation like that happens 
there's always two ways of looking at it. I was upset 
because I felt that somebody had acted wrongly and given 
a section of the community a leg on without really 
working for it. But anyway, it's over and I'm hopeful 
that the opportunity made available by earlier decisions 
would achieve some value in support of the plans of the 
Country Party. 

GO'H When the split occurred did anybody from 
the Country Party come and ask you for advice? 

NALDER No. I didn't get any opportunity for 
advice or to give advice but they found out before the 
game was over that I didn't look very happily at it. 
And so it was a situation that came to hand irregularly 
and without support. 

GO'H Do you want to comment any more about the 
split? 

NALDER No, I don't. It seems as though it's 
improved although I had my doubts at one stage again, 
but it seems to be healing up and hopefully things will 
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right themselves. There's some very good ammunition 
there in the Parliament being led by Country Party 
members, supporters, and they're making their efforts 
felt in a number of ways. Some of them are working very 
hard which you've got to do in Parliament. You can't 
get away with a lesser degree of support. You've just 
got to work hard, there's no doubt about that. Some of 
the members already are making their presence felt. 

GO'H Just before we finish, Crawford, is there 
anything else that you'd like to add? 

NALDER No, except that we've got a good State. 
We've got a very good State which we can be very proud 
of. It's made its presence felt in many ways by people 
who've worked hard and also by younger people coming on. 
They're making their presence felt now and helping to 
improve the facilities that are available in Parliament, 
and this is very necessary. 

GO'H Thank you, Crawford. 

END OF TAPE EIGHT SIDE TWO 

END OF INTERVIEW 
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sticians 

p=nrrallY Crawforspent4½ 
Four years later, as deputy p1em1ér, Sir 

More pleasan.t. to  their moifths in Europe 

Sir Cra'\ford was a 36-year-old farmer and America looking at developments 
vhenhe was -elected to the Legislative which.  could, affect, the fi4ure Of WA 
Assembly as 'the member for Wagm in:agriculture 
1947. Three 'years 4ater, :,he  successfully 

- He ieturnèd confl'derit that TWA hid: 
-_ stood.for the seat -of Katanning after- . .- excenent opportunities -to expand 

Wagin was abolished in a redistribution o erseas markets 
Hermained the MLA for Kath inmg -' Sir , Crawford*` -bigman was' an 

until nis retirement.from politics in 1973 a\owedl Methodist, a non-dnriier and a 

His career was highlighted by consis- non smoker On of his passions outside 
tency,.-thbility ändcothmitment.:- ." - politics and 'farming was gardening,'par- 

ticularly growing orchids 
Sir Crawford was leader of the Coun- - 

'iry Party for ñeafl'- 12 yeats and deputy'- An ass9clatipn with the Royal Agncul-- 
premier in Sir David Brand s coalition tural Society began nearly 80 years ago 

government for nine years when he entered he flower section at the 
Perth Royal Show - 

i-ic as minister for  agr'culturc in the - 

Brand - governthent for -12 years and' they. He joined the society's pig committee 

minister for electricity for nine years in 1978 and the farm skills committee in 
1980. 

This made him the longest serving 
minister m either portfoho in WA politi-- Sir Crawford is described in the WA 
cal histori when he retired - parliamentary history The House on the 

- 
- Hill as congenial and a good vice-cap- 

It -is-a--record unlikely to be surpassed, tarn to Sir David.  

k 

Dick Old;'who'suO- 
ceeded. Sir. 'r Ci'äwfodas: 
MLA for Katanning, said 
yesterdaythat his1eçle3  
ceorhadeiI),geiit]'-: 
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Who's Who in Australia, 1985 

Scrapbook in the possession of Sir Crawford Nalder 


