
2H.I,3d1 

THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENT 
PARLIAMENTARY HISTORY PROJECT 

and 

THE LIBRARY BOARD OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
J. S. BATTYE LIBRARY OF WEST AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 

Oral History Programme 

an interview with 

SIR ROSS HUTCHINSON 

conducted in November, 1986 

\\_ 

PARLIAMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA: LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
MEMBER 1950-77 

MINISTER 1959-71 
SPEAKER 1974-77 

conducted by 

Ronda Jamieson 
Oral History Officer 

Access - Open 

Reference number 0H1639 
Verbatim transcript 

(3 hours 35 minutes in 4 x 60 tapes) 

The Library Board of WA 

3 1111 01679351 3 



NOTE TO READER 

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that 
it is a verbatim transcript of the spoken word and reflects 
the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such 
historical sources. The Parliament and the Battye Library 
are not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, 
nor for the views expressed therein; these are for the 
reader to judge. 

SLpt type face indicates a difference between 
transcript and tape. 

[ I are used for insertions, not in the original tape. 



airport facilities 26 
Agent General position offered 50,72 
ALP see Labor Party 

Bartlett, Joss 51-3,55,62-3 
Beazley, Kim 4-5 
Beech, Michael 67 
Brand, David 37-9,70 
Bryce, M.J. 56 

Chief Secretary 35,41-3 
- prisons 35,41-4 

Collie 1 
Cottesloe electorate 6,21-2,24,68-71 
- constituents access to member 32-3 
- pre selection for 21-2, 67-9 

Court, Charles 37,40,50,53,65,70,72 
cricket 12,69,73 

Darwin 26 
Deanmill 2-3,6-7 
Depression 7 
Distinguished Flying Cross 17 
Dyer, Jack 11 

education 2-3,7 
Education Dept 8-9 
electorate offices 66 

football 2-3,7-12,73 
- coaching 4,10-11 
- East Fremantle Football Club 8-10 

- captain of 10 
- Lynn medal 10 
- South Fremantle Football Club 11-12 

- captain of 11 
- WA State team 11 

- captain of 11 
- West Perth Football Club 10-11 

Fremantle 4,6 

Griffiths, Arthur 62 
Guthrie, Hugh 48 

Hanrahan, Eddie 7 
Hearman, John 48,65 
Hegney, James 47 
Hutchinson, Agnes 1 
Hutchinson, Amy (nee Strang) 10,12, 

19,21-2 
Hutchinson, A.H. 1,3-4,6,20 
Hutchinson, A.L.M. (nee Mday) 1 
Hutchinson, Gail 12-13 
Hutchinson, cenneth 1 
Hutchinson, Roberta 1 
Hutchinson, Boss (Jnr) 12 

Jardee 7-8 
Jardenup 7 

Kings Park 47 
Kings Park Board 71fn 
Knighthood 72 

Labor Party 3-6,20,26 
see also Parliamentary Labor Party 

Legislative Assembly 
- behaviour in 51-58 
- chairman of Cannittees 53-5 
- Clerks of 51-3,55,62-3 
- controversy in 53-8 
- interjections in 28,60 
- Leaders of the House 38-40,44,61,65 
- Leaders of the opposition 38-9,61 
- members of 27-9 

- relations between 27,29-31 
- private members' bills 25-6 
- Sergeant at Arms 57 
- Speaker (Hutchinson) 50,52-6,63-4,72 

- attendance of Party meetings 64-5 
- attitude to new members 60 
- dress of 58-9 
- entertaining by 58 
- facilities available to 58 
- question time policy 60-1 
- relations with Lib members 64 
- rulings questioned 54-6 
- staff 58 
- view of position 51,53,56,65-6 

- Speakers (other) 22,28,30,46-52,57 
- speeches in 27-8 

Liberal Party 4-6,20,22 
see also Parliamentary Liberal Party 

McLarty, Ross 27,37-8 
McLarty/Watts Govt 26 
marriage 10,12 
Mill store 7 
Minister for Fisheries 35 
Minister for Health 40-1 
- hospitals 41 

Minister for Works & Water Supplies 34, 
42-3 

monitor 8 
Mday, A.L.M. 1 

North, Charlie 22,28,47 
Norton, Daniel 50-2 

Okely, Bruce 56-7,61-3 



2. 

Parliamentary Labor Party 25,30 
Parliamentary Liberal Party 
- party meetings 36-8,70 

Parliamentary Privileges Act 57 
Parliamentary Sports' Club 69 
Parliament of Western Australia 
- additions to 65 
- campaigning for 4-6,21-4,66-7 
- Clerks, appointment of 63 
- duties as member 32-5,45-6 

- effects on family 34 
- wife's role 33 

- duties as Minister 33-5,40,44-6 
- Former Menbers' Assn 71-2 
- guests 32 
- Joint Caurnittees of 62 
- Legislative Assenbly see separate 

heading 
- members of 20 

- attitude of public to 68-9 
- facilities for 31,65 

- opening of 24-5 
- relations between Houses 31,61 
- retirement from 71-2 
- Sect 46, Corst Acts Amendment Act 61 
- view of role as nester & Minister 

34-6,40-3,45-6,66,69-72 
politics in family 3 

Queen Elizabeth 72 

PAAF, service with 11,13-19 
- damage to plane 13-14,17 
- DFC 17 

Reynolds, Dick 11 
retirement 71-2 
Pothreda, Aloysius 47 
Possiter, Dr 6 

South Province 4-6,21-2 
Strang, Amy 10,12,33-4,50 

Tangney, Dot 4,5 
teaching 4,8,20,34 
- Beaoons field 8 
- Clarenont High School 4-5,8,19 
- South Terrace 8 

tennis 12,69,73 
tinber worker 6 
'Ikxns, John 48-9,51 
Tonkin, A.R. 53-6,72 
Tonkin, John 55-6 

Unions 3 

Wardle, Sir Thomas 71fn 
Watts, Arthur 27,37 
weekend trading 25-6 
Wesley College 2-3,6-7 
wharfies 5 
World War II 10 
- feelings about 18-19 
- service in see RAPS 

Worsley 1 



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

1. 

ii. 

iv. 

V. 

vi. 

Ross Hutchinson in the 1950's. 

Ross Hutchinson as a member of the 
East Fremantle Football Club. 

Fl. Lieut Hutchinson and 578 squadron. 

Ross Hutchinson as Minister for Works 
during a visit by Queen Elizabeth, the 
Queen Mother. 

Ross Hutchinson as Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly, 1974. 

Speakers, Premiers and Clerks, 1978. 

Frontispiece 

9-10 

13-14 

42-43 

49-50 

65-66 



INTRODUCTION 

This is an interview with Sir Ross Hutchinson for the 
Parliamentary History Project and the Battye Library Oral History 
Programme. 

Sir Ross was born in Worsley in 1914 and after completing his 
education was a school teacher. He married Amy Strang in 1939, 
and was an outstanding football player and coach at Club and 
State level. After serving as a pilot with RAAF Bomber Command 
overseas, Sir Ross was discharged with the rank of Flight 
Lieutenant. 

Sir Ross first stood, unsuccessfully, for the South Province 
electorate in 1947 and won the Legislative Assembly seat of 
Cottesloe in 1950. He continued to serve that electorate until 
his decision not to contest the election of 1977. He was Chief 
Secretary and Minister for Health and Fisheries from 1959 to 1965 
and Minister for Works and Water Supplies from 1965 to 1971. 
After three years in opposition, Sir Ross was elected Speaker of 
the Legislative Assembly in 1974, a position he held until his 
retirement in 1977. The last part of his service in that 
capacity was marred by difficulties experienced with a few 
members. Sir Ross was knighted in 1977. 

The interview was conducted in 1986 by Ronda Jamieson. There are 
four tapes. 
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Ross Hutchinson inthe 1950's. 



VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT 

HUTCHINSON My name is Ross Hutchinson and I was born in 

Worsley, a town that no longer exists, but which lay very close 

to Collie. 

RJ When? 

HUTCHINSON I was born in 1914, September 1914. 

RJ Tell me about your father. What was his name, and 

what was his occupation? 

HUTCHINSON My father's name was Albert Herbert Hutchinson. 

His occupation lay in running guard on mill trains to a great 

extent, but he also served in a mill town as big benchman, and in 

various other pursuits of that kind. He was a railway guard, and 

altogether quite a striking looking man. 

RJ And your mother? 

HUTCHINSON Yes. My mother's name was Agnes Lillian May 

Mowday. She also was born in Collie. 

RJ Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

HUTCHINSON Yes, I have three sisters. Agnes the eldest. 

Roberta the second eldest, and Gwenneth the third. 

RJ So you were the youngest? 
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HUTCHINSON No, I was the eldest. 

RJ Where were you schooled? 

HUTCHINSON In a town called Deanmill initially, until I was 
the age of fourteen. Then because that was just as far as the 
education took us in those days I had to go elsewhere, and my 
people were quite magnificent in finding enough money to send me 
to Wesley for five years. 

RJ So you went to Leaving level. 

HUTCHINSON Yes. In actual fact I took two Leavings. The 
first one I was successful in obtaining a Leaving Certificate, 
not a very magnificent one, but fairly sound. Then the 
headmaster asked me if I'd like to come back next year and take 
my Leaving again, and in the meantime he'd see what he could do 
to discover some place where I might put my talents to work. 

RJ So you returned. 

HUTCHINSON So I returned. 

RJ Did you do better the second time? [Laughs]. 

HUTCHINSON Well I only took four subjects in the Leaving and 
had rather a sporting year. 

RJ What did you enjoy most at school? 

HUTCHINSON After the initial period my school life was quite 
a happy one, but at the outset I had a very rough time because 
I'd been brought up in a country district. I was a fairly solid 
type there, but to come into a school, a boarding school, with 
all the things that boys used to do to boys, I was very unhappy 
in my first six months. Then fortunately football came to my 
help and I was able to get back some semblance of understanding 
from them. 
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RJ What would have been your strongest subject at 

school? 

HUTCHINSON I think English. 

RJ You say that football came to your rescue, had you 

played football before going to Wesley? 

HUTCHINSON Oh yes I played a lot of football in Deanmill, the 

town I think I told you about. I was one of the best footballers 

of my age there. I soon established myself at Wesley after this 

rather horrifying beginning. It was football that saved the day 

for me really. 

RJ As you were growing up, this would have been 

perhaps before you went to boarding school, but were there any 

political influences in your life? For instance was politics 

discussed in the home and so on? 

HUTCHINSON Oh yes, politics played quite a role in my young 

life, my school life. My father, Albert Herbert, was President 

of the union in VectyirncU. He used to take me along when I was 

twelve and thirteen years of age to meetings, largely to hear 

speakers of some value. Not all of them happened to be Labor, 

but most were. Yes he was quite a chap and quite well regarded. 

I don't know whether I told you that he ran guard for a number of 

years in the course of his working life. A tragedy befell him 

when he was on the side of the loco looking back at a rake of 

logs. He leant out too far and a tkee brushed him off, knocking 

him off the side of the engine. He had some very bad injuries 

and suffered a great deal for a quite a long time. 

RJ What impact did those union meetings he took you 

to have on you? Can you remember what you were thinking as you 

heard people speak? 
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HUTCHINSON No. I can't remember very clearly my views. I 
think they were really fairly open, but with a bias to the Labor 
way of thought. Yes it was a bias that way for sure, but I used 
to listen to the other 6pectheJL4. My father used to take the 
stand that if anybody came down and wanted to speak to the men, 
then he would advertise it and see that they had their 
opportunity of speaking. I enjoyed hearing them and then some of 
the queries thereafter. But my memory's not all that vivid. 

RJ Well what led you to the Liberal side of politics? 

HUTCHINSON Well it came quite slowly. There was no real 
evidence when I went overseas during the war years that I was 
really one way or another. I remember one very nice hostess who 
looked after me at a beautiful home in England when I was on 
leave on one occasion. She asked me about politics and what side 
I stood by. I said, "Oh I think it's Labor. My father was a 
Labor man." She said, "Oh I'm sorry to hear that Ross." 
[Laughs]. But on coming back from the war and some - how long? - 
four or five years after that I gradually began to change. 

There is one feature. Before I entered politics I was teaching 
at the Claremont High School, a school that no longer exists, but 
on the staff were Dot Tangney and Kim Beazley. We all used to 
talk occasionally about politics in the staff room. Kim Beazley 
was the one who spoke more than any of us and we listened in 
admiration to his remarks about famous people all over the world 
in the political scene. He seemed at that time to me to know 
everything. [Laughs]. So this had an effect on me, but 
probably the other way. 

Then in Fremantle on several occasions I had people come to me 
and say, "Ross we'd like you to consider standing for 
Parliament." I largely dismissed the idea for quite a long time. 
Then I think it was the determination to break free from football 
coaching and one or two other things that decided me that I 
should have a crack at this game. I entered as a Liberal for a 
South Province seat in South Fremantle and environs, but I didn't 
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win that seat, but as a losing candidate I polled more votes than 
any previous winning candidate had ever done. In the course of 
that election I asked the wharfies whether I could have a 
meeting and speak to them down there. They said, "By all 
means." The day arrived and there was an enormous crowd there. 
I stood up on a little platform and my whole speech was 
interrupted by all sorts of blaring notes that sounded from the 
£a(id 'peaJzeJL , that was calling out for workers to join their 
ship and so on. Had it not been for about, I think about a score 
of fellows, perhaps thirty chaps who stood in a fairly close ring 
around the table, I think I might have been done some physical 
harm. The noise was too great; no one could hear what I was 
saying. They were all threatening to throw me overboard into the 
ocean. [Laughs]. It was quite an experience. 

RJ Did that unnerve you at all? 

HUTCHINSON No, no, no, it didn't unnerve me, but it made me 
bristle more, and I thought it was the antithesis of what I 
believed in. So I just clenched my fists, and I was comforted 
also to know that these chaps that stood around made their 
presence felt as far as I was concerned and that they would look 
after me. 

RJ You still really haven't explained though why you 
were a Liberal. There are some influences there, but it is a 
particular ideology; why did you decide that was the way you 
wanted to go? 

HUTCHINSON There was no hard and fast reasoning how I changed 
from being a supporter of the Labor Party in my early days. It 
may have been because - harking back to Claremont High School, of 
Dot Tangney and Kim Beazley, that whilst Kim spoke so freely and 
so well on so many subjects, it seemed to lack something in what 
I was formulating in my mind. I think had it been before that 
time, if anyone had approached me and said, "Would you stand?" or 
"Would you have thoughts about joining the Labor Party and trying 
to enter Parliament?" I would have taken that stance. But no 
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one did. My talents were not all that obvious, that's for sure. 

It happened in Fremantle over one short period, when an election 

was coming off for the South Province, which is not the exact 

name and which I should remember. But someone came to me early, 

prior to the election, and said, "Would you consider having a go 

with the Liberals?" I went home and thought about it, and I 

decided .to give it a try. 

RJ So was that out of a belief in the Party, or the 

desire to become a member of Parliament? 

HUTCHINSON Well in all things there's a mixture, an admixture 

in decision-making and I've already, not very well, spoken of 

those things. But this was an event which brought me to making a 

decision. The opportunity was there and so as my feelings were 

not hard and firm on the Labor side, to follow in my father's 

footsteps, I resolved to give this a go. Having once tackled the 

thing I resolved to go forward with it. As I think I've informed 

you I was unsuccessful in that first effort. But the critical 

point came when I subsequently, some time later, oh about a year 

or so later, secured the endorsement for Cottesloe. 

RJ Well if we could just backtrack a little, because 

we were following that thought through while it was there. After 

you left school what happened to you, after you left Wesley 

College? 

HUTCHINSON That's a good question. Those days were very 

tough days. I went back home and half expected that my 

headmaster, Dr Rossiter, would let me know ere too long that he 

had a job for me. But this didn't come about and so I had to 

spend quite a time in my home town of Deanmill, where I did 

nothing but help out one or two of my friends in their dwj 

work. I used to go down to where they loaded the timber for the 

mill trains, and used to throw timber about and stack it and 

unstack it and so on, waiting for mu great opportunity. I 
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applied several times, many times, to try to get a job in the 
mill or round about it. The only thing that happened within a 
few months was that someone became sick in the mill store, and so 
I was offered a job there for three months. This I was happy to 
do. I remember a friend who was already working in the store, 
Eddie Hanrahan, who, when both of us were there were wont to 
slide up and down to deliver goods and goodies to the purchasing 
public. [Laughs]. 

RJ This would have been right in the Depression 
wouldn't it. 

HUTCHINSON Yes. 

RJ It would have been, what 19....? 

HUTCHINSON '33. 

RJ Right, 1 32 you would have left Wesley. You had 
two years at Leaving. 

HUTCHINSON It must have been '34. I was at school from '29 
to '33. 

RJ Right, okay. Right, well then what happened to 
you. You had this time in Deanmill, what happened then? 

HUTCHINSON Well for one. year, I played football çon. Jcvtde.e., 
as Deanmill wouldn't have me, because I was likely to go away, or 
for some such reason. So Jardee, or Jardenup (I don't know 
whether you know of it) gave me a job over there, and so I played 
football for them. It's when football came to be of tremendous 
use to me in earning the beginnings of a living. Initially I 
walked from my home in Deanmill to Jardee, across the bush, about 
three and a half miles I suppose. Then home again after my eight 
hours work. When I saved some money I bought a bike and used to 
traverse the distance that way. I never liked bikes. [Laughs]. 
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RJ [Laughs]. Why? 

HUTCHINSON I disliked the hills too much I think. But I had 

a very pleasant period at Jardee [as I said] and played football 

for them. It was whilst there that some football scouts sent 

news down to two clubs down here, East Fremantle and Swan 

Districts, that they thought I might be good enough to play 

football in the League here. As a result I received an 

invitation to both those clubs, and chose East Fremantle because 

it was the one that had won most premierships. Shortly after 

that I was transferred to [Perth by] the Education Department, 

as in the meantime someone had persuaded me to join the Education 

Department as a monitor. There was no Teachers' Training College 

operating at the time. So it was that I was transferred up here 

to a school in South Fremantle, which no longer exists. The 

first two schools in which I taught, both no longer exist. One 

was the Beaconsfield State School, and the other one was [in 

South Terrace] where as a monitor I first performed my doughty 

deeds as a teacher. 

RJ And how did you take to being a monitor? How did 

you find it? 

HUTCHINSON I found it not at all easy. It wasn't in my 

character probably, initially. But one becomes accustomed to 

most things and so I became more used to it. My final years were 

as a teacher in Claremont High School - which also no longer 

exists either, and I did enjoy that. I enjoyed my years when I 

was teaching about Junior Level, Junior Certificate Level. From 

thence into politics. 

RJ And in the meantime what was happening with 

football? 

HUTCHINSON Yes. Perhaps it might be interesting for anyone 

listening to know that when I was invited down to the city from 

the bush to have a trial match, I travelled from Manjimup to 

Perth to play my game of football after the pubs had shut one 
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Friday night. I was in the back with a friend who came with me. 
We were lying [wrapped in a tarpaulin] on the back of a table top 
truck in the beginnings of winter and it was a very long cold 
ride believe me, that we had up to Perth. Anyway the next day I 
fronted up to play football for East Fremantle against East 
Perth, at East Perth, and was asked where I wanted to play and I 
said, "Well in the centre," so they put me there. In any case 
the ball was bounced to open the game and the ball came down from 
the bounce and I saw there was a chance for me to get through and 
pick it up at a run. This I endeavoured to do. But on the road, 
as I bent over, someone kicked at the ball and kicked me in the 
face and broke my nose. I was unconscious there for quite some 
time. I wakened to find myself almost off the ground being 
carried off by two of the trainers. There was no such thing as 
stretchers in those days. I came to consciousness and said, 
"What are you doing?" They said, "Oh you've got a bit of a knock 
and you've got to go off." I protested most volubly. Anyway 
they let me go on and play the rest of the game, because if I 
hadn't it would have meant that I was just no longer a possible 
chance as a footballer. Perhaps at some subsequent time I might 
have had another chance, but the first chance is always the best 
chance. So I finished off the game with my nose splattered over 
the side of my face and fortunately they put me in the half 
forward line. I managed to kick three or four goals and [helped] 
get a few of the others. East PLemantte were very warm in their 
reception of me when I came in and said, "We'll fix you up. We'll 
transfer your employment up to Perth with the Education 
Department." And there I was, on my way. 

RJ Were you in pain at all? 

HUTCHINSON Oh a bit, yes. 

END OF SIDE ONE TAPE ONE 
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TAPE ONE SIDE TWO 

HUTCHINSON My first year with East Fremantle, when was it? 
In '35. I was able to play reasonable football and won the Lynn 
Medal in my first year. The Lynn Medal is the fairest and best 
medal for the club. And we went Premiers. The second year a man 
called Jack Munro, a very fine man, was captain, and he had some 
argument I think with the club, and about a quarter of the way 
through the season he resigned and as young as I was the 
committee appointed me as captain. I think we went Premiers 
again. I remained captain/coach until the year of 1939, the 
fateful year of 1 39. At that time it was fateful not only in 
respect of the war that was approaching very rapidly, but my 
wedding to Amy Strang was also in the offing, and I had, as I 
felt, insufficient money to try to keep her and any prospective 
additions, keep them in a state they ought to be kept in. So I 
approached the club and said, "Would you ,icLe my .oJwty to one 
hundred pounds?" Previously they'd pa,ld me twenty-five pounds. 
I said, "I'm going to get married and I would like you to 
consider this. Jeit Peith have offered me a hundred pounds," 
(I'm sorry I'm not being as smooth as I should.) Anyway East 
Fremantle refused outright to consider this proposition. So I 
accepted the non-playing game with West Perth. East Fremantle 
didn't clear me for those two years. They never cleared me until 
I came back from the war, which was a long time after that. 

RJ So you went to West Perth as coach? 

HUTCHINSON Yes as coach. 

RJ That hundred pound was per year I assume? 

HUTCHINSON It was per year, yes. The p/ev-iouA yeaiL, West Perth 
had only won I think one or two matches before I took them over. 
We won about ten in that first year of '40. Then the second year 
we went Premiers. That's the last year of the competition before 
the war completely intervened with football plans. 
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RJ Also in 1 39 you had your successful leadership of 
the State team that defeated Victoria. 

HUTCHINSON Oh yes, yes. In '39 I was chosen as captain and 
coach of the State team. It wasn't a complete success. In the 
first game Victoria beat us in a hard struggle when the weather 
was most wintery and the wind blew hard. But it was a great 
experience and on Tuesday we had our second game and we won 
comfortably in finer weather. But I remember Dick Reynolds, the 
captain of the Victorian side, we were friends for quite a number 
of years thereafter. Jack Dyer whom I saw in Western Australia 
recently, aJoo struck up a bit of a friendship with me for a 
period. The following year I was in the Air Force. 

RJ Before we get onto your period in the Air Force, 
just to follow through the football side. You must have gone 
back to football after the war. 

HUTCHINSON Yes. West Perth was so pleased that I took them 
from the lowliest position on the ladder in two years, to the 
highest position, that they wanted me to play one game when I 
came back from the show. At the same time a South Fremantle 
supporter of many, many years (whose name escapes me just at the 
moment) was asking me to come to South Fremantle, the place where 
I first arrived from the bush. I said, "Well I will, but I have 
an obligation to go to West Perth for the first year after I 
return." Very optimistically hoping that would be so. That's 
how it turned out. I captain/coached West Perth in 1946 because 
East Fremantle could no longer keep me from playing. We almost 
beat East Fremantle in the Grand Final, there was only a few 
points in the result. It was in '47 that I went to South 
Fremantle and I took them Premiers as captain/coach in the first 
year, and then as coach the following year. I was getting a bit 
old by that time but took those two premierships. So there you 
are. 

RJ That's quite a record isn't it? [Laughs]. Did 
you enjoy your years in football? 
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HUTCHINSON Did I say....? It was South Fremantle I.... 

RJ Yes, you did. Yes, yes, the last period was South 
Fremantle. Did you enjoy your time in football? 

HUTCHINSON Oh yes, very much. Yes. It was my favourite 
game, although I was very fond of both tennis and cricket. 

RJ You had your marriage as you said, in 1939, to Amy 
Goodall Strang. 

HUTCHINSON Uh huh. 

RJ Where did you live after your marriage? 

HUTCHINSON Very close to the Beaconsfield Hotel. We rented a 
place there and stayed there for quite some time. Then removed 
ourselves from there to only about two or three hundred yards 
away to Ashburton Terrace, which was not on a highway. There we 
stayed and there my wife waited for me to return from overseas. 

RJ When were your children born? 

HUTCHINSON In 1940, my son was born. 

RJ That's Ross. 

HUTCHINSON That's Ross, the same name as myself. I left my 
wife heavily pregnant with a daughter to be. I never discovered 
whether it was a boy or a girl, whilst I was away, for months and 
months. We took a long while to get to England, through America. 
Eventually word came to me on a squadron there in England that 
we had a daughter. 
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RJ That's Gail 

HUTCHINSON That's Gail. 

RJ Well now the period you had in the RAAF, where did 
you serve? 

HUTCHINSON Oh principally in Bomber Command operating in 578 
Squadron, which was a heavy Halifax squadron, from near Selby, a 
famous old English town. During the civil war several small 
battles were fought around there. It was a period of my life 
that was almost unbelievable in many ways; to go through a full 
tour and to experience the things that we did seem scarcely 
believable at this distance. 

RJ In what way? 

HUTCHINSON Well at the horrors of war. At seeing cities 
burning and blowing up, and of experiencing the dangers of people 
shooting at you and of injuring your aircraft and so on. Then to 
think there were hundreds and hundreds of planes all around you 
in a wave, wave after wave, where you could collide, or could 
have bombs drop on you. You had to shift out of the way of 
planes oveiLhe.ad  with bomb doors open and all ready to drop. 
Those sort of experiences which are just quickly recited to you, 
leave an indelible impression. 

I made almost a fatal mistake getting back one night. Most of 
our flying was at night. In coming back, I'd had part of my 
tailplane shot away by a fighter, and there was some damage done 
to one of my erig.Lne4. We were coming in on three engines; one 
was knocked out. We made it back to the base and I joined the 
circle. I asked for priority in landing because I was so badly 
knocked about. For the first time in my life I forgot a very 
important thing to do. I turned into land and was flying at 
maybe 150 feet, when all of a sudden in front of me, a red Verey 
pistol was fired off. This, right across my bows as it were. I 
shrieked out, "I got a red." In this flash of a moment I didn't 
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HUTCHINSON 14 

quite appreciate it, but in the very quick second flash I 
realised that my undercarriage was still up. I hadn't put the 
undercarriage down. It was pitch black and I had to make a 
decision then as to whether to go round. I was on three engines 
remember and part of my tail plane was knocked about. I'd nursed 
the aircraft home. I had to make a decision whether to land or 
to go round. It was pitch black, only grem lights on each side 
of the runway, very faint ones. So I resolved to go around 
again. I don't know how low I got, but it was pretty low. 
[Laughs]. I just went round, saw that I'd put my wheels down on 
this occasion and had a reasonably decent landing. But those 
sort of things leave an indelible impression on one. 

RJ We didn't identify that you were in fact a pilot, 
of course. How did you feel going into enemy territory and 
flying over cities that your plane was bombing? 

HUTCHINSON We just felt we had to do the job, and return. 
One subjugated one's feelings to a very great extent, about the 
pity one felt for those taking this. One tended to be a little 
callous after a while too, because I'd been in London on leave, 
and in other places on leave, and I'd seen the enormous damage 
that the German planes did to our cities and to our places. But 
it was not pleasant; it was not pleasant. 

RJ And after that occasion when your plane was badly 
damaged, did that make it difficult for you to fly again? 

HUTCHINSON No, not one scrap. It just made me a bit more 
careful, and I never did it again. I never forgot to put my 
wheels down. But under normal circumstances I would have put 
them down, but I was so harrassed by nursing this plane back home 
on three engines, and with the tail plane splattered about a bit, 
that this led me to my very dangerous Om-L4oLOn. [Laughs]. 
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RJ You also served in the Middle East and India? 

HUTCHINSON Oh yes. After I'd finished about forty operations 
I went on a reasonably long leave, my crew and I. That was fine. 
Then we were gathered together again, went back to the squadron, 
and were informed that we were scheduled to take ship from the 
Clyde out to Cairo, to the Canal. From there we would convert 
back to two-engined planes, Dakotas, and fly from Cairo to 
Karachi, across the southern belly of Europe initially, and Asia. 
This is what transpired. It was a very pleasant trip on the 
ship. Very pleasant in and about Cairo. I had a French 
instructor there, who'd not seen much action, who taught me about 
this conversion. It's very simple, very easy, to come back to 
twin engines after flying heavy four-engined bombers. 

But the notable thing about this, which may amuse you, was that 
right at the end of my training period, we were scheduled to go 
for a long [training] trip, as we had [eventually] to go to 
Bombay and Karachi. Anyway we were told that we had to land at 
Greece; the Germans were no longer there. Then we had to fly to 
Naples to have a long flight. At that time the Germans were 
about just north of Rome. Anyway this Frenchman was quite a 
pleasant guy and we landed in Greece and we landed at Naples, and 
then we had a couple of days on the loose with nothing to do. He 
asked me to go to the opera. So we went to the opera and now my 
shocking memory shows. I can't remember just which one it was, 
but you might know. The prima donna sank to the floor in the 
final stages, a sort of orgasmic look about her. Anyway she was 
very big and she died [quivering] there on the stage. Anyway we 
had a very fine night and went to the night club afterwards. It 
was a bit of welcome relief from what I'd been experiencing. 
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I suppose I'll mention something about just flying out to India. 

RJ Yes, yes. 

HUTCHINSON Well as a small squadron we then flew from Cairo 
[flying] over the Holy Land. Then we landed twice before 
reaching Karachi. It wasn't a very pleasant trip. The landing 
place, the name escapes me. I've got my log book in there. The 
landing before Karachi was pretty horrifying, because there was a 
storm, a dry storm where the wind blew up sand all over the 
place. We had to dive around looking for this place in order to 
land. Visibility became a bit better down below where you could 
pick out something. There's always danger in going too low, of 
course. Anyway that took about..., one, two.... two nights I 
think it was, we took getting to Karachi. Karachi was a terrible 
sort of place. We were in a tent town. However we survived that 
for three or four weeks and from thence went to Bombay and were 
posted eventually to Poona, where all the pukka sahibs were wont 
to go at one time. 

RJ And what service did you see there? 

HUTCHINSON No fighting service. You see the purpose we were 
sent there was to assist in kicking the Japs out of Burma. But 
by the time we'd got out there the Japs were pouring out of 
Rangoon in all directions. We were supposed to drop supplies and 
paratroops and so on down to out t'toop4. But that had all been 
solved fortunately before we went there. Then we were held in 
India for quite some time. The expectations for us were that we 
would eventually reform as a squadron, a fighting squadron, and 
help the Americans 6ight the Japanese. But plans seemed to be in 
abeyance for quite some time and time then began to get on, 
towards the end of the war. One day we heard that the bomb had 
gone off. I can tell you we weren't very sorry, despite the 
tragedies that occurred as a result of the bomb. But such 
tragedies occurred every time one bombed a German town, or the 
Germans bombed our cities. It was only the scope that was 
different, the size, the enormity of the crimes. 
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RJ You were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

What was that for? 

HUTCHINSON Well this was for an operation over Germany in the 

Ruhr basin, at a place called Sterkrade, where we had to bomb 

some oil refineries. We were almost on the bombing run when a 

shell hit us from below and to one side and tipped the aircraft 

virtually over on its wing. Smoke started to come from the inner 

engine. I was able to put the engine to sleep and set a foam 

situation going, which helped prevent the fire, and then 

straightened the aircraft up. I found that I was pointing in 

generally the right direction and saw ahead of us the 

concentration of flack, straight ahead, which was approximately 

in the position where we had to bomb. If I might explain this. 

The German gunners were wont to concentrate their fire on the 

most dangerous aiming point for a bomber, because they were 

trying to protect the oil refineries underneath. They used to 

continually pour up this flack in order to make bombers skirt 

around that area. Well I thought I've been knocked it can't 

happen again so quickly, and so I just headed straight for this 

direction, and my bomb aimer at the same time says, "Left, left, 

skipper," and I made a small adjustment and we were heading right 

for the abundance of flack in front of us. 

In any case we came back with a very beaten up aircraft, but a 

jubilant crew, because we'd got back safely. We thought we'd had 

a splendid photograph taken right on target. As it turns out the 

photograph that was taken automatically at the same time, showed 

that we got a prime hit on the target. So I had a telegram from 

the boss of Bomber Command, who was Harris, a vvty noted man. Many 

books have been written about Bomber Harris, and he sent me along 

a congratulatory telegram, which is again somewhere round about, 

congratulating me on the DFC, sending me a couple of bits of DFC 

ribbon, and there it was. My bomb aimer got a DFC at the same 

time for steering me to the right spot. So there you are. 

RJ What rule says that because you've been hit once, 

you won't be hit again. [Laughter]. 
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HUTCHINSON You're quite right, there's no rule, there's no 
rule. [Laughter]. But one can't help but feel that: it couldn't 
happen a second time. [Laughter]. 

RJ Besides the obvious negative things about war, 
some of which you've articulated, were there any positive things? 
Was there anything about that experience that you thought stood 
you in good stead for the future? 

HUTCHINSON Oh yes. I think depending on one's approach to 
the necessity for this show. Circumstances led Hitler to the 
stage he'd reached. I think most of us felt rather proud to be 
associated with our effort against him. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE TWO 
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TAPE TWO SIDE ONE 

HUTCHINSON This feature plus what we all saw in regard to the 

damage done to lovely England and the coastline, and the various 

types of bombs the Germans launched against us and rockets they 

launched against us, led us to believe that we were involved in a 

fight to the finish and it had to be done. It was one of those 

things where your own personal feelings had to go by the board. 

One had to win this game to save the world, as it were, from 

great dangers. So one had to overcome sort of what were almost 

fledgling feelings about the damage one did to places, and deaths 

one dealt out to civilians and the like. Those things were 

tucked away in the back of your mind and largely forgotten. I'm 

not at all sure I've answered your question. 

RJ You have. What rank were you on discharge? 

HUTCHINSON Flight Lieutenant. 

RJ And on your return to Western Australia, what 

happened to you? 

HUTCHINSON I was discharged from the Air Force, and a little 

later, maybe about two or three weeks later, I received an 

invitation from Air Board, Melbourne, to stay in the Air Force. 

I was going to do just that initially, but my wife took a hand in 

matters at that stage and she said, "I don't want you to go away 

again." I said, "Well you'll be able to be moved with me after a 

while to various places where we might be shifted." She said, 

"No I don't want to go. I want to live a life here." So that 

ended that. 

RJ Did you start at Claremont High School straight 

after the war? 

HUTCHINSON What did I do then? Yes I did. It was straight 
after the war that I went there. 
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RJ Then as you've described earlier, there was the 
decision that you made to go into politics. Was your father 
still alive at that time? 

HUTCHINSON Yes. 

RJ What was his attitude to you standing as a 
Liberal? 

HUTCHINSON He said it was my business, and he didn't put 
anything in my way at all. He wasn't a rabid Labor man, my 
father. He was a staunch Labor man, but as I say, initially, 
when he was president down in the bush, when people came to speak 
in the hail from any of the political parties, he would organise 
the thing and see that they were given a good hearing. He would 
chair the meeting. 

RJ When you decided to stand as a member for 
Parliament, what did you see yourself as being able to achieve? 

HUTCHINSON I don't think there were any high objectives that 
I had. No, there were no really high objectives that one could 
point to and say, "I'd like to do this." I thought it would be a 
task I could do reasonably well. I was getting a bit bored with 
teaching at the same time. 

RJ Had you been to Parliament at all? 

HUTCHINSON Oh yes. 

RJ And what had you thought of the process, the 
debate and so on? 

HUTCHINSON Oh well I'd been to Parliament, but not for any 
extended period, not for any lengthy period. I just saw the 
parliamentarians, as I thought then, having a wonderful time. 
[Laughs]. It seemed to be a comparatively easy job to be able 
to get on one's feet and say a few things and sit down. 
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RJ How did you go about that first campaign, besides 

the meeting you've described at the wharf? 

HUTCHINSON Well I think I conducted it as most hopeful 

politicians do. I spoke in townships, and at night I used to go 

out and have a meeting place, and some two or three people would 

come along, and I'd make a speech and give them my idea of what 

should be done in the House. And passed around an enormous 

number of how to vote cards, and rang up people. Did most of the 

things that people do. I never thought that I'd have a real 

chance of winning, but it seemed to be part of the scene for me 

to go through this business if I was to try to secure a better 

seat. And thus it turned out. But I don't think my campaign was 

done with any great splendour or with any high hopes. It was a 
practice show. 

RJ How did you take to the process of campaigning? 

Was it something you were comfortable with? 

HUTCHINSON Yes, it was really. I think my long years as 

coach of a football team led me to the belief anyway that I could 

handle a crowd, that I could discharge my speaking 

responsibilities reasonably well. That's not so apparent now, 

but age is afflicting me. 

RJ Right, well then you had your pre-selection for 

Cottesloe. How did you find that campaign? 

HUTCHINSON Well it was a much more intensive campaign that I 

waged on that occasion than the one down in South Fremantle. My 

wife and I knocked on every door, or just about every door. 

Perhaps it's too much to expect that I never missed a door. But 

we endeavoured to knock at every door, and that's a long, long 

haitd wctj to do it. But it worked out pretty well. 

But I found that the most difficult thing to do was to secure 
selection for the seat. There were about nine or ten applicants 
for the task, and some very good men and women there that could 
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have discharged their duties as member for Cottesloe very well 

indeed, I would think. But I was fortunate enough to have the 

figures behind me in the South Fremantle area, which is 

notoriously a Labor area, when, as I say, I'd won more votes than 

any previous winning candidate had ever won. So it was a very 

fortunate thing I think that I was able to secure selection. 

They were a pretty bright group of people. I think they may have 

been a little influenced by my war record, which is not always 

fair. No one ever really said that except one of my helpers, who 

said that I seemed to have some features about my life and work 

that made me suitable as a candidate or as a member. My war 

record and my teaching record and my football record, all seemed 

to gell pretty well. And so it is; I arrived. 

RJ You spoke of your wife and you knocking on every 

door, did you operate together or separate? 

HUTCHINSON We operated together. Up one side of the street 

sort of thing. She took one side and I the other. 

RJ What sort of reception did you get from people as 

you knocked on doors? 

HUTCHINSON By and large a friendly reception. Very few 

closed the doors in our faces. 

RJ Were the matters that people were raising with you 

as you campaigned, State issues or federal ones, did you find? 

HUTCHINSON Well strange though it may seem not many people 

raised many issues. That probably was one of the things they 

thought afterwards they should have asked. But very few asked 

that question. I would announce my name and that I was standing 

for the Liberal Party. There was no one to oppose for me, 

because the previous incumbent had taken another seat, the 

Claremont seat as it was then. He was a Speaker of the House 

too: Charlie North was his name. So most people seemed to look 

at you and try to assess you I suppose, your values, without 
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knowing very much about you at all. But very few asked that 

question, you know, "What policies are you going to use, and what 

are you going to adopt," and so on. 

RJ Were they asking you anything that you can 

remember? 

HUTCHINSON Not really. Very general and in the main 

friendly, reception. 

RJ Did you have meetings in halls? 

HUTCHINSON Oh yes. Yes. They were in the main the faithful 

who turned up to listen and help. 

RJ And what about street corners? 

HUTCHINSON I don't think I did any street corner meetings in 

Cottesloe as I did in that first election of mine down South 

Fremantle area. Not South Fremantle as is, but the South 

Fremantle area. 

RJ And what was election day like? What was your 

role on election day? What did you do? 

HUTCHINSON Well [laughs] very little. One is not supposed 

to anything of any sort very much, or wasn't in those days 

anyway. I just had all my helpers doing the job. I went from 

booth to booth and talked here and there with various ones. But 
nothing outstanding of any kind. 

RJ Did your helpers arrange transport for people? 
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HUTCHINSON Yes. 

RJ How did you feel when you knew that you had won? 

HUTCHINSON Well I was delighted. I was really very pleased 
indeed. Not exactly surprised, but very delighted. I wasn't 
surprised so much because of the quality of the electorate, which 
was largely, I felt, and as it turned out to be, a Liberal seat. 
There were areas which voted somewhat heavily against me. The 
South Fremantle area and part of the Mosman Park area voted in 
the main against me, but the rest of the area was pretty solid. 
I was very pleased indeed. I didn't realise at that stage I was 
going to be twenty-seven years in politics. 

RJ What are your memories of the first opening of 
Parliament, as you sat there as a new member? 

HUTCHINSON I think a touch of pride went with it. I am not 
insensitive to the feeling of places, or how I feel they should 
be received. Parliament House is a place for which I had a 
respect, largely because of the traditions of politics, of the 
House of Commons and the House of Lords. All the prehistory of 
Parliaments went through my mind to an extent. 

RJ And the effects of your first actual sitting, the 
memories of? 

HUTCHINSON I don't think I could give you that. 

RJ Well you said that when you had visited the House 
it all seemed very easy and straightforward. Did you really feel 
that once you were there part of it? 

HUTCHINSON See the opening day of Parliament is a day really 
not to be remembered much except as a first occasion, but it's a 
bit boring for those who are sitting down to just hear some of 
the waffling that goes on. That's not the right word, I 
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shouldn't say that, but the effectiveness of a parliamentary 

meeting of members. So there was really no great feeling as far 

as I was concerned. 

RJ Well as you fitted into the system yourself, how 

did you cope, the speaking and so on, the procedures of 

Parliament? 

HUTCHINSON I think it's fairly easy to fit into that scene. 

I looked a lot and listened a lot, and eventually made my maiden 

speech, about which I remember little. In the first years I 

think I introduced two private members bills. One of them had to 

do with amending the fourth schedule of the Trading Act, I can't 

even remember the name. Let me say this that at that time small 

fourth schedule shops were permitted the ability to sell certain 

things, but foodstuffs and anything of that consequence, for the 

weekend, or for most of the weekend, Saturday and Sunday, they 

had to be wired up and locked up. I thought this was foolish, 

and so I brought down a bill, the effect of which - I can't 

remember a great deal about it - the effect would have been to 

throw away the wire doors and allow these people to sell goods to 

a public that wanted to buy food. I think I remember mentioning 

during the course of my speech that people coming from holidays 

could find themselves without any food, or anything of that kind, 

at a weekend or Sunday. This didn't seem to influence the House 

very much. The Labor Party was, of course, against it I suppose, 

because they felt it was a union business. But nowadays, of 

course, you can go over to the little shops over here and buy 

what you want. 

RJ So what was the outcome of your bill? 

HUTCHINSON Oh it was defeated. I secured the approval of my 

party to introduce it, but the Labor Party knocked it on the 

head. 
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RJ But you had the numbers in the House at that time? 

HUTCHINSON Was it that year? 

RJ It must have been later. Labor came to power in 

'53. 

HUTCHINSON That's right. 1 53 yes, yes they did, for six 

years. In any case the jolly thing was defeated. That's the 

upshot of the whole thing. I didn't get enough to vote for me. 

I'm not sure whether it was in those first three years, when it 

was the McLarty Government, McLarty/Watts Government, or in the 

beginning of the Labor years, when I introduced a bill to.... I 

made a speech, a fairly lengthy speech, about the necessity for 

Australia as a whole, particularly the Commonwealth Government, 

to appreciate the necessity for using Perth Airport far more than 

it was being used. At that time planes came and landed at 

Darwin, and you shot down the east coast. I said that part of 

the history of this State has been that it felt it's been treated 

harshly at times by the greater numbers that exist there on the 

other side. I believed something positive should be done to get 

more planes flying through the West, because the people who flew 

in planes, particularly at those times, were people usually with 

money that was worth something, and who could see potential for 

development in places such as ours. In any case the bill was 

defeated and my plans went awry. 

I don't think I told you the purpose of the bill. This was the 

speech that I made and then subsequently I said that all I was 

able to do was to introduce a bill to provide sort of restaurant 

facilities of some consequence at the airport. This did get 
through. I suppose the bars that are built there now, primarily 

I was responsible for them. [Laughs]. I'm not sure whether I 

should make a feature of that or not. [Laughs] 

RJ When you first entered the House, did anyone take 

a fatherly interest in you and guide you on the way? 
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HUTCHINSON Not so much as that. But friendly relationships 

were established that meant a great deal to me. But I cannot 

remember anyone giving me very many tips about what one should 

do, or about how I should speak, and my approach to things and so 

on. I think that was largely left to the individual. But I was 

very pleased to have a pleasant reception from the great number 

of members on both sides there. 

RJ Do any particular members stand out in your mind, 

when you first entered the House, as being the dominant figures 

of the time? 

HUTCHINSON Well one who stood out for me at that stage was 

the Premier, Ross McLarty. Another who impressed me a little was 

Arthur Watts for the Country Party. He always seemed to produce 

a speech of some quality. He was really a very much better 

impromptu speaker than Ross McLarty, but Ross had his own 

qualities. [Laughs]. 

lU Which were? 

HUTCHINSON Which were bonhomie. He was a good chap, a frank 

outgoing sort of personality that one couldn't help but like. 

RJ How did you go about your speech writing? 

HUTCHINSON I think just doing that, just writing the outline 

of a speech. I was able then to speak with a little conviction. 

Nowadays I find myself in all sorts of trouble in trying to 

remember what to say next. I've become very, very forgetful. It 

almost made me refuse to have you down here. 
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RJ How were you at handling interjections? 

HUTCHINSON Reasonably good. I was never a very good speaker 

or at handling interjections. But I didn't shine at it. I used 

to object to anyone interjecting on me, because I didn't want to 

be thrown out of my line of talk. But that's it, I couldn't do 

more than that. 

RJ Charles North was the Speaker of the Assembly when 

you went into the House. 

HUTCHINSON Yes. 

RJ How was he as a Speaker? How well did he control 

the House? 

HUTCHINSON I think he controlled it quite well as my memory 

goes. I thought that he was quite efficient. There was no great 

nonsense about Charlie North. He just did his job and then would 

shoot off home very smartly. Thus it would be in the chamber. 

He would not speak at any length at all or call members to task 

at any length. He would state his business and what should 

transpire and usually it was. 

RJ Did you find yourself .... besides the private 

member's bills that you have described, did you find yourself 

taking any particular interest in legislation, anything that 

became of great interest to you? 

HUTCHINSON Not really. No, there was no particular feature 

at that time in which I followed. This came after some years, 

when I had to handle portfolios. 

RJ And what can you remember about the type of person 

who was a member at that time, their background, their occupation 

and so on? 
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HUTCHINSON Mmm. Well I don't know how to answer. I think 

there was just a cross-section of people there representing their 

constituencies who followed a political line which they accepted, 

and a particular way of handling their electorate as an 

individual might. 

RJ You were aged thirty-six when you entered the 

House. How did your age compare with others? 

HUTCHINSON I'm not quite at all sure there. I was one of the 

younger ones I would think, yes. I don't think there were many 

much younger. How does it operate now? You just lead me to 

thinking that there must be a number of members who are younger 

than that in these days. 

RJ Yes there are I think. What were relationships 

like between members of the various parties within the Assembly? 

HUTCHINSON Well at times in the House, of course, there would 

be.... 

END OF SIDE ONE TAPE TWO 
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HUTCHINSON Yes sometimes in the House tempers would be 

roused, and hard things said. But after one left the chamber 

there was usually a bit of beer and bonhomie in the bar. I've 

had very many good friends in the Labor Party over the years, and 

have still had up till fairly recent times. There are some, of 

course, who are beyond the pale, and I just can't say much more 

than that. But their behaviour, perhaps when I was Speaker I 

noted it more than anything because I could leave the chamber in 

a moment or two to get away from something to which I objected a 

great deal. But by and large members were pretty good. The ones 

that were objectionable were objectionable to whatever party was 

involved. I suppose you find them in the world. They're not all 

nice like you and I are. [Laughter]. 

RJ Were the ones that you found objectionable from 

any particular party, or did you find that in each party? 

HUTCHINSON Well mainly there was some in the Labor Party that 

tried to give their points of view in dragging down and hitting 

out at, in a nasty way, other people. 

RJ Was this later in your political life, or when you 

first went into politics? 

HUTCHINSON It was mainly later. 

RJ When you speak of having beer together after a 

sitting and so on, what was being discussed at those times? Was 

politics still the conversation or on to other things? 

HUTCHINSON Yes, politics was still, if not exactly a feature 

of the bar talk, then it had its important place there. Other 

topics would be sport of one kind or another, or the strange 

behaviour of someone, in just the way that happens in bars around 

the world. 
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RJ How much mixing went on between members of each 
House? 

HUTCHINSON Not nearly as much as existed in the Lower House 
for example. They lived their own sort of way, as we did ours. 
But there was still quite a number of friendships in the 
personalities of both Houses. I've had some people for whom I 
have very great respect, in both Houses, not just singularly one. 

RJ When you first went into the House in 1950, what 
facilities were available to you as a member? 

HUTCHINSON I can't think of many we had. We had no rooms of 
our own. No secretaries of our own. I just forget how we used 
to operate and do what bit of work we had to do. But nowadays 
it's substantially different isn't it? 

RJ Yes. There was a typist available to be shared 
amongst members. 

HUTCHINSON That's right. 

RJ Did you use her very much? 

HUTCHINSON Yes. Well as much as was needed. But she poor 
woman had to cater for so many people. She had to look after so 
many members of Parliament. Her job was a really tough one. 
How they managed at that time I don't know. It wouldn't be 
possible at the present time for one person to do the work, where 
this was done in my day, because it just couldn't have been done. 

RJ Were there any amenities at all for guests, if you 
wanted to take them to Parliament House? 
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HUTCHINSON Yes, one could take them to lunch, booked in and, 

of course, the public galleries. Or they could be taken to tea. 

Things of that kind. I think there was a bar in the.... But 

members of the public were not allowed in there. Drinks could be 

obtained in the corridors. 

RJ How then did your constituents make contact with 

you if they needed to? 

HUTCHINSON They used to come and knock at my front door. 

That's one of the startling differences in Parliament these days. 

My wife or I - I wouldn't always be here, of course, but she used 

to tell them to come and see me at a certain time. Then I'd be 

open at any time of the day or night that I happened to be home. 

They used to come at all hours, people in those days. 

RJ In what sort of number? 

HUTCHINSON Oh I don't know. Might be a couple of dozen one 

week, might be seven or eight. Might have quite a number 

arranged through telephones and so on. Some would come to 

Parliament House by arrangement. There it wasn't easy. There 

were enough rooms, of course, to interview them, but they weren't 

very good facilities. 

RJ What sort of things were people coming to you for? 

HUTCHINSON A lot of very ordinary sort of things: houses, 

rents. Some of them had, oh I suppose they had ideas about 

trying to persuade me to do this or that in legislation. It's 

just a hundred and one different things, the individual nature of 

which escapes me at the present time. 

RJ And when someone came to you with a problem like 

housing, what did you do about it? 
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HUTCHINSON Got in touch with the State Housing Commission in 

those days. It wasn't an easy task. That was one, certainly a 

problem for the people then. I suppose it is now still, is it? 

RJ For some, yes, for sure. But you were the sort of 

person who took up cases for people? 

HUTCHINSON Oh yes I tried to do my best. 

RJ And how did you find your time divided? How much 

when the House was sitting were you at the Parliament and how 

much at home? 

HUTCHINSON Oh well when I was a minister, of course, I was 

rarely home until late. All sorts of hours as a minister, and I 

was twenty-seven years as a membeit. But for a member of 

Parliament one could be home much more, and that was when your 

work with your electorate was mainly done, whether it was 

operating at this base here, or whether it was going to meet 

people in various parts of the constituency. 

RJ So does that mean once you became a minister you 

were not as available to your constituents? 

HUTCHINSON That's very true. That is very true. 

RI Did they mind that? 

HUTCHINSON I suppose there must have been those that did, but 

more would come to this house here and be met by my wife who 

would take their names and I would get in touch with them as a 

follow up. More would do that than before. 

RJ It sounds as if you had a very supportive wife. 

HUTCHINSON She was very good, she was very good to me, 

particularly in those days, particularly in those early days. 

She handled the situation when I was a minister quite well. 



HUTCHINSON 34 

RJ Thinking of your early experience in the 
Parliament, how much were you asked to attend public functions 
and meetings and so on? 

HUTCHINSON Oh a great deal. Meetings and speechmaking all 
over this State of Western Australia, was just a job to be done, 
and it seemed a never ending job. 

RJ What did you think of doing it? 

HUTCHINSON Well after a period one became somewhat numb, like 
the people who had to listen. [Laughs]. But you fell into a 
reasonable routine I think and were able to make fairly 
appropriate comments at various places. 

RJ How did becoming a member of Parliament affect 
your relationship with your family, your children, your wife? 

HUTCHINSON It may have led to some estrangement of a kind. I 
didn't see as much of my children as I perhaps would have liked. 
Yes, I do think that it had an effect on our relationships. Not 
a disastrous effect, but one that wasn't to be desired. 

RJ You'd been very excited about becoming a member of 
Parliament, what was the reality like to the anticipation? 

HUTCHINSON I think the reality lived up to and exceeded in 
many ways the expectation. 

RJ In what way? 

HUTCHINSON Well I felt that the field in which I was working 
was a much wider one than that of schoolteaching. I felt I had 
some little hand in assisting in the development of a State of 
great consequence. For that reason in particular my enjoyment 
was a continuous one. The range of my portfolios was one in 
which I took a joy and delight. I was Minister for Works and 
this took me to all parts of this great State. I was involved 
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with quite a number of projects, I can't reel off to you in a 
moment. There were others in the fishing industry. I was 
Minister for Fisheries as part of my job, and this was a 
fascinating thing. Not that I knew much about fishing, but I had 
officers who did know a great deal. I had to take steps that 
were considered to be harsh by fishermen: reduction of the number 
of pots for crayfish, the taking of crayfish and so on. But then 
I was the minister in charge when the prawn industry was largely 
begun and operated and developed. That was a very interesting 
thing. 

As Chief Secretary, prisons came under my control, and I tried 
very hard indeed to persuade Cabinet to build a prison somewhere 
round about the South Fremantle area where it's proposed that 
they should build one now. I spoke at great length about the 
necessity for changing the old prison. That was long, long, 
before they started talking about it here. I wrote one of my 
best pieces on prisons. Should be around somewhere, but Lord 
knows where it is. All I was able to do, because of the monetary 
considerations, was to get Karnet started and operating, an open 
prison - virtually an open prison. If they want to walk out of 
there, they can walk out of there. But the offences for which 
they're placed in Karnet are not so grievous that one should 
worry too greatly. Anyway I've transgressed, I've moved away 
from the scene. 

RJ [Laughs]. Well yes. I was asking you how much 
you enjoyed being a member once you got.... Now you've moved to 
the ministry, but what about your period as a member before you 
became a minister? Was that worthwhile did you find? 

HUTCHINSON No, I think there was a fairly long learning 
period there, and I didn't enjoy that very much to be frank. One 
felt like a pawn in the chess game. Don't take it too literally 
but [laughs] one could only do so much, and exercise your vote as 
you felt it should be exercised. That in itself is of no little 
import. But to sit and listen to some of the speeches was not an 
hilarious thing. 
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RJ So does that therefore mean that if you had not 
been offered a portfolio when you were that you would have wanted 
to go on being a member? 

HUTCHINSON Well, of course, one may have taken that line 
because nothing else was offering, but if anything had offered 
and I hadn't climbed into the ministry, I would have been very 
tempted to leave the whole field and go out anew and start 
afresh. 

RJ Again reverting to the first period that you had 
in the House, how frequent were party meetings and what form did 
they take? 

HUTCHINSON One party meeting a week if I remember rightly in 
those days, unless there were special meetings and these were 
called occasionally, special meetings for particular purposes. 
Yes, that's about it. 

RJ You were part of the Liberal and Country League at 
that time. 

HUTCHINSON Mmm, that's correct. 

RJ Were they combined meetings between the 
Legislative Assembly and the Council, or did you have separate 
meetings? 

HUTCHINSON There were combined ones. The weekly ones, if I 
remember rightly, were combined meetings, and that's that. 

RJ You didn't ever meet separately as just Assembly 
members? 
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HUTCHINSON I think probably we did. I just can't recall any 
particular ones, or anything of that kind. But I think this must 
have been so. Yes, we had meetings, of course, at times, maybe 
when the other House was sitting for some reason or other. This 
used to happen not infrequently. 

RJ As you've identified when you first went into the 
House, Sir Ross McLarty and Arthur Watts were leaders of the 
party. Were there any changes in party meetings under Brand when 
he took over, the frequency and the form? 

HUTCHINSON I don't think so. They were meetings in largely 
the normal way of that type of meeting, and conducted in a 
reasonable way. No, I think hey just worked pretty well; 
pretty well the same. 

RJ And what about under Sir Charles Court, though, of 
course, he wasn't Sir Charles at the time? 

HUTCHINSON There wasn't any real difference. There was 
probably a greater concentration of effort under Charles Court, 
and a greater sort of purpose. But it would be difficult to go 
beyond Premier Brand for the best way of handling meetings. He 
was outstanding as a leader, as one with charisma and an ability 
to have that ready appeal that people liked. His work, or 
Charles Court's work with him, was an outstanding feature of the 
twelve year government that existed. Court was brilliant, and 
never seemed to assume too greatly, any role that David Brand 
perhaps should have been speaking about. It was a remarkably 
handsome period for Cabinet in particular and not the least from 
those members of Parliament who supported us. 

RJ What did you think of Sir Ross McLarty as leader 
of the party, in the party room, and how he conducted the 
meetings? 
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HUTCHINSON Well there was no nonsense with Ross McLarty. He 
was short and to the point, and he didn't mess about with things. 
He was very well liked, and this was his greatest attribute in 
all probability. He was just a likeable man. I sat next to him, 
as a new member I sat next to him at the luncheon table. One of 
his quirks was that he never had any change to pay his thirty 
cents, as it was then. I think it might have been twenty cents 
for lunch at one time. Thirty cents anyway. He used to say to 
me, "Ross can you lend me a shilling please?" [Laughs.] If I 
were not there, he'd borrow from somebody else. [Laughs]. He 
never borrowed any large sum. He only used to keep a very small 
amount of money, Ross. 

RJ Did you ever get your shilling back? 

HUTCHINSON Oh no, no, [laughs] no, no. 

RJ And how was he as leader of the House? 

HUTCHINSON Well he was alright. I was never overly critical 
of him as Premier in charge of the House, but he was never 
brilliant. As I say he had a bit of an aura about him that one 
tended to forget his possible lack of ability as a leader. And I 
only say possible in comparing his successors with him. A most 
likeable gentleman. 

RJ And after he became Leader of the Opposition in 
1953, what sort of Leader of Opposition did he make? 

HUTCHINSON Oh at that time as good as any I suppose. It 
would be foolish of me to be any more critical of him than I 
have. I don't want to be critical of him anyway, because he was 
so well liked, and did such a reasonably sound job that you 
couldn't really criticise him. 

RJ You first saw David Brand as Leader of the 
Opposition when he took over in 1957. What sort of Leader of 
Opposition did he make? 
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HUTCHINSON For a starter he made a pretty good start. One 
always tends to compare one with a former one, and Dave didn't 
lose by it. Dave Brand's ability rested entirely with himself. 
He was able by the force of his personality to be well and truly 
liked and his word appreciated. He was a leader. He wasn't the 
best speechmaker in the House, but he was a real leader and had 
his team solidly behind him. You're going to ask questions about 
Charles Court later on are you? 

RJ Yes. Once David Brand became Premier in 1959, how 
did he function as leader of the House? You've spoken of him in 
the party room, but what about as leader of the House? 

HUTCHINSON He learned very quickly. I think that's the best 
thing I can say. It's not an easy task to take on these 
responsibilities, and I think he did a very good job, both as a 
beginner and even more so as time went on. 

RJ When he became Leader of the Opposition again in 
1971, Sir David had his health problems. 

HUTCHINSON Yes. 

RJ Did that affect his ability as Leader of the 
Opposition in the House? 

HUTCHINSON It wasn't really apparent. People knew he wasn't 
as well as he could have been, but it wasn't apparent that he was 
failing in his duties. I'm not sure whether it was as late as 
that, but I can remember him making a speech on one occasion, not 
in the House, but outside, when he surpassed himself in the 
quality of the speech he made to an important gathering. 

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE TWO 
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TAPE THREE SIDE ONE 

RJ A further interview with Sir Ross Hutchinson held 
in his home on the 13th of November 1986. 

Sir Ross last time you were commenting on various of the leaders 
in the House, and the next one on the list was Sir Charles Court. 
What was he like as leader of the House? 

HUTCHINSON Well I think the easiest thing for me to say would 
be that he, like in all matters pertaining to politics and 
Parliament, Sir Charles Court's behaviour was always excellent, 
and he brought into debates a quality that unfortunately is 
rather rare in that place. I admired him a great deal. His name 
and that of Sir David Brand's go pretty well together. They were 
in my view, a team, a pair that was outstanding. Indeed how they 
managed to work so well together when there was so many 
differences, personal differences, is rather extraordinary. I 
think Sir Charles Court was one who could accommodate most 
things. I've known him to have a black mood occasioned by one 
thing or another, but by and large he conducted himself 
tremendously well and was an outstanding politician in my view. 

RJ You've already referred to your time as a minister 
and how much you enjoyed that role but, of course, you first 
became a minister in April 1959 when you had the portfolios as 
Chief Secretary and Minister for Health and Fisheries. How did 
you feel about being given those particular portfolios? 

HUTCHINSON Well it seemed to me at the time that I was to be 
loaded down rather heavily with the task of these three disparate 
tasks. However I found in fact that it worked out reasonably 
well. I enjoyed having the Health portfolio. It was a portfolio 
that needed care and attention in trying to bring the health 
situation, the hospital situation, in Western Australia, up to a 
pitch that was required at that time. Indeed I never succeeded 
in achieving all the things that I wanted to achieve. That task 
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is still being followed by Ministers for Health. The Chief 

Secretary's task was a rag bag of things to care for. This 
too.... Among other things, prisons comes to my mind. This was 

rather challenging. 

One of the great problems was that I found it difficult as a 

minister with three portfolios to attract from the Cabinet the 

necessary sums of money to fill my ambitions in regard to the 

health matters. However, I concentrated on one big factor and 

that was the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital and its beginnings. I 

had a number of consultations with leaders in the medical field 

over a period of time, prior to the final decision being made to 

make a start on this. I also, in my duties, managed, over a 

period of six years, to upgrade fairly substantially many of the 

country hospitals, which were in a parlous state. Most of them 

were really down and relics of long past years. This was rather 

rewarding and I seemed to get on pretty well with the nurses in 

charge of hospitals and the boards of management of these 

hospitals. So by and large I was happy with those three. 

RJ Can you remember any of the things that you wanted 

to do in Health that you said you could not achieve that you 

would have liked? 

HUTCHINSON I think the main thing was that I was not able to 

achieve as much as I'd have liked to have achieved. These things 

do take time and money to get started. I think it's the 

beginnings of a thing that matter, and how far I pressed them 

forward in the time I had was, I felt, fairly substantial, and 

anyway personally rewarding for myself and no doubt for those who 

worked under the conditions that applied at the end of my six 

years. 

RJ You referred last time to trying to persuade 

Cabinet to build a prison at East Fremantle which is being 

discussed again now. Why could you not get that through Cabinet 

at the time? 
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HUTCHINSON Well it wasn't East Fremantle the situation, it 
was more in the south of Fremantle situation. In my endeavours 
to upgrade the prison system, I felt that I was on solid ground, 
because one couldn't be at all pleased with the quality of 
prisons that were there with us at that particular time. I tried 
very hard indeed. My supporting Cabinet minute, which I worked 
on for quite some time, I always treasured and hoped that I'd 
have it about, a copy of it with me, but I'm afraid it's lost in 
the archives of perhaps the Chief Secretary's former office. But 
Fremantle Prison is archaic in the extreme. It's not conditioned 
to assist prisoners very greatly, or those who have to take 
control over the prison system, and as such does nothing to try 
to solve some of the real problems that exist in that corner of 
the world. 

RJ In 1965 your portfolios became Works and Water 
Supplies. Were you pleased to have a change, and to these 
particular portfolios, or what? 

HUTCHINSON Well yes, I really took things as they came, and 
was not surprised that there would be a change. I think changes 
frequently add to one's interests and bring a new breath of fresh 
air into a portfolio; makes changes where a previous incumbent 
may not have regarded change as necessary. Things of that kind. 
I'm very pleased indeed that my period of portfolios was split 
into two parts: six years in the first and six years in the 
second. 

RJ Why do you say that? 

HUTCHINSON Well I suppose in the long run one does tend to 
exhaust one's ideas about improvements that are to be made, and I 
think it brings a breath of fresh air into your own thoughts. 

RJ It must also be somewhat frustrating if it's a 
shorter period than six years would you think? 
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HUTCHINSON I think that's right. I think a period of three 

years, or even if changes are made before a government is given 

an opportunity of continuing or not. Yes, to repeat largely what 

I was saying, a period of three years is really insufficient to 

begin and to carry out all the things that are necessary to make 

some sense in the development that a minister will expect to make 

and so sufficient time is necessary to develop the scheme 

properly. 

RJ What did you feel you were able to achieve in 

those portfolios, Works and Water Supplies? 

HUTCHINSON Well there were so many things that are difficult 

to remember and so on, but one of the rewarding ones was to 

continue the work of previous ministers in regard to the 

development of the Kimberleys and the enormous dams that were 

constructed there. To look back there were quite a number of 

arguments about the development of this region. But I firmly 

believe that in the long run this region will be a great region 

of development and it will be populated a great deal more than it 

is now, and that success will attend the efforts of farmers 

eventually in a number of fields. I know that many have said 

that it's an absolute failure. This I disagree with. It's a 

very difficult part of the world in which to establish new 

customs, new fields of enterprise, but the efforts that have been 

made there in the provision of dams leaves the place for future 

development in a sound situation. 

RJ Which of those portfolios did you enjoy most? 

HUTCHINSON Well it would be difficult to pick out one above 

the others. There are various things in each one which I 

enjoyed. After failing in the Chief Secretary's Department to 

bring about the building of a substantial new prison to take the 

place of the old one in Fremantle proper, would have been a 

really great achievement, but money interposed there, and I was 

unsuccessful as I've already said. But I started a prison farm 

on a shoelace financial string and established Karnet as a place 
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with new ideals, a place from which prisoners could quite simply 

escape if they really wanted to. But, of course, efforts were 

made to prevent that. But there were no really strict features 

about it. I had high hopes myself that this would help in the 

rehabilitation of many men, whose futures perhaps would have been 

very black had they had to put in their prison terms in a place 

like Fremantle Prison. 

RJ Once you became a minister just how much time did 

that take when the House was not sitting for instance? How much 

time would you spend in the various departments? 

HUTCHINSON Oh it was certainly a full time situation, but all 

one's time was not spent in the office. My time in the office 

largely was spent there in the morning periods when I had to 

consider many things, dictate letters and so on. In the 

afternoon or in the evening, if I were not in the office, I would 

be about my visits to country hospitals to see what should be 

done there, invitations to this and to that. It was a very, very 

full programme, speaking sessions and many, many things. 

RJ And what happened when the House was sitting? 

HUTCHINSON You mean the procedures of Parliament? 

RJ No, how your time was divided with your 

ministerial responsibilities and your responsibilities in the 

Parliament? 

HUTCHINSON Oh well it was rarely that one left Parliament to 

undertake various jobs. Not that it wasn't done, but it was 

always the aim of the leader of the House, the Premier of the 

time, to ensure that we were there in the House, pursuing our 

prime duties there, because of the sitting, because of the 

necessity to be able to face up to opposition questions, and in 

short to do the work of a minister in the House itself. 
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RJ But, of course, the House doesn't sit till the 
afternoon and you have Monday and Friday when it doesn't sit at 
all. 

HUTCHINSON True. 

RJ Would you then spend any of those times on 
ministerial duties? 

HUTCHINSON Yes of one kind or another. It was either taken 
up in my office or in visiting many, many places from which I 
received invitations. It was indeed a period of time when my 
time at my own home here and my own personal wishes to do this or 
that were at the mercy of the people of the State. 

RJ So just how busy a time was it? How much pressure 
were you under during those twelve years? 

HUTCHINSON Well a great deal of pressure. There's no doubt 
that I've survived the situation, as indeed anyone would. I'm 
not trying to point out that my head was down and I was furiously 
working all of those hours; that would be foolish of me to do 
that. I even managed to sneak a game of tennis now and again on 
a Saturday or Sunday. But it was a period of hard work, but a 
period of great pleasure in many respects, to be trying to put 
the affairs of the State, in my particular portfolios, in a 
reasonable state for the people to judge. 

RJ How did you find your role in the House itself 
changed as a minister, besides the obvious need to answer 
questions and so on? Just how different was your role? 

HUTCHINSON Being a private member and.....? 

RJ Yes, comparing your previous period as just the 
member for Cottesloe, and then member for Cottesloe and minister. 
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HUTCHINSON Well I suppose in many ways my parliamentary work 

as a minister fell into the situation which has been followed for 

many, many years, and was one which one could happily undertake. 

The only thing was that it was necessary to study and be ahead of 

the developments that were occurring in the portfolios one held. 

As a private member one was engaged in asking awkward questions, 

probably of ministers of another party. This also has its 

importance and its place in the Parliament, because one is not 

always in a position of power. So one must learn the other side. 

lU In 1971 the Liberal Brand Government lost power 

and you have John Tonkin coming in as Premier. What was it like 

to find yourself in opposition after so many years of being in 

government? 

HUTCHINSON Well in one way it was something of a relief to 

have a change of status. I wouldn't be prepared to say that I 

willed it that way or wanted it that way, but as it had happened, 

it was something of a refreshing change. One had to relearn, 

which wasn't difficult, the new role one had to play. 

RJ Why do you say it was a refreshing change? What 

particularly about it did you enjoy? 

HUTCHINSON Well the hours one spent as a minister are not to 

be compared with the hours one spent as a member of the House. 

I think this would apply to the great majority of members of 

Parliament. I'm not at all sure that it would apply to a fellow 

like Sir Charles Court who seems to be always busy, or seemed to 

be always busy, no matter whether he was in office as a minister 

or as a Premier, or as a member of Parliament in opposition. He 

carried always, and I understand still does to a great extent, a 

great load of work. 

RJ Before we move into your own period as Speaker, I 

wondered about your comments about the Speakers who preceded you 

from the point of view of how you felt they controlled the House 
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and their knowledge of standing orders, that sort of thing. 
You've referred to Charles North who was Speaker when you first 
went into the House. The next Speaker was Aloysius Rodoreda. 
What did you think of him as a Speaker? 

HUTCHINSON Well I thought Rod was quite a good Speaker. 
There was no nonsense. He would not stand for any nonsense. He 
would be very down on anyone trying to misbehave or break the 
rules of the House. This, of course, is highly appropriate. Rod 
I remember not so much as a Speaker, but on one occasion when 
both of us were private members I spoke about the necessity for 
holding Kings Park in a situation where it would not be 
overdeveloped. It was at that period when a swimming pool was to 
be established there in one corner of the park. I tried to point 
out in a rather lyrical manner, the quality of Kings Park and the 
necessity for keeping that park, as much as possible, in its 
pristine state. I think I quoted Dorothea McKellar, one or two 
of the verses, or one verse of her poem My Country. Rod, after 
I'd completed this verse, said disgustedly, "How lyrical can you 
get?" [Laughter]. Still that has nothing to do with your 
speakership. 

RJ Yes, but it's a nice aside. [Laughs]. 

What about James Hegney as Speaker, who followed Rodoreda? 

HUTCHINSON I think he was a reasonable Speaker. He tried to 
play his role, as most of us do. I don't remember anything 
notable about his work period. But there is no doubt in my mind 
that all those who do become Speakers seem to be charged with the 
real responsibility of the office. They feel a necessity to keep 
held high the qualities of parliamentary behaviour. They try to 
guard against any intrusions into matters which might bring about 
a den'gration of the Parliament. I think that applies to them 
all. 
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RJ Anything about John Hearman as Speaker? 

HUTCHINSON Yes, well John was Speaker I think for twelve 
years, was he not? 

RJ 1959 to '68. Nine years. 

HUTCHINSON Nine years. Well I always thought that John 
Hearman was a very good Speaker. He was impressive, if by 
nothing else than by virtue of his size and stature. But he's a 
well educated man and held high his responsibilities as Speaker, 
as I think I've intimated to you about all those about whom I had 
anything to do. He was a very strong man, John Hearman. He 
seemed to have control of the House in hand virtually the whole 

'III 
of the time. Incidently he was a very good soldier, John 

A 
Hearman. On one occasion he was rather badly wounded and walked 
back from the front line to a medical post to have his wounds 
treated. Quite an extraordinary chap, John Hearman. 

RJ What about Hugh Guthrie, who was Speaker from 1968 
to 1971? 

HUTCHINSON Yes, Hugh Guthrie was a lawyer of some quality, 
and he too was a worthy Speaker. I have nothing but praise for 
the manner in which he carried out his duties. 

RJ John Toms who was a Speaker for just three months. 
What are your memories of him? 

HUTCHINSON Was he not the one who died in office? 

RJ Yes, yes, he did. 

HUTCHINSON Yes, well we never learned a great deal about him. 
It was a great sorrow that his death came so soon. I do remember 
his death because it occurred not while the House was sitting, if 
I remember correctly. But my wife and I took off on a holiday, 
not a paid holiday by the State, we paid for ourselves to go over 
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to England in the parliamentary break. I wanted to go back and 

re-establish contacts I'd made during the war years there in the 

Air Force. It was during this time that I received an urgent 

message [that the Speaker had died and that I should return 

immediately] to Western Australia. I was very sorry indeed to 

learn of his passing. 

END OF SIDE ONE TAPE THREE 
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TAPE THREE SIDE TWO 

RJ Daniel Norton followed Toms in the 1971-74 period. 
What was he like as Speaker? 

HUTCHINSON Well I think he tried to fulfil his duties as all 
Speakers did. I don't think there was anything outstanding that 
I could mention about him. The whole point in your bringing 
this into the light is that each of the Speakers whom you've 
mentioned and about whom I've tried to speak, tried to keep the 
parliamentary standards as high as they possibly could. This 
seemed to come through pretty well in all their actions. So one 
can't help but admire all of them for that attention they gave to 
their duties and that attempt to convey to members the necessity 
to keep parliamentary standards as high as possible. 

RJ You were elected Speaker on the 22nd of May 1974 
with the return of a Liberal Government. Was that a position you 
sought? 

HUTCHINSON Yes. At the change of government Sir Charles Court 
called me in to see him, as he did with each of the former 
Cabinet and a few others he wanted to interview as a result of 
the change. He asked me whether I wanted to become a minister 
again or whether I might like to go to England as Agent General. 
We had quite a discussion on this, and some time before, one or 
two years prior to this change of government, my wife and I had 
discussed the possibility of my becoming Agent General in London. 
This seemed to be an opportunity to fulfil our wishes. However 
in the end result I felt that I might not want to have six years. 
I suppose I could have resigned after three in any case. But 
there were certain family affairs and we both felt it might be 
best for us not to go away. So it was that I said to Charles, 
"Well I think under all circumstances I'd prefer not to be in the 
Cabinet, I would prefer to become the Speaker," because I wished 
to only serve another three years and then to retire. I felt it 
might have been difficult if I'd taken other steps. 
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RJ What appealed to you about being Speaker? 

HUTCHINSON Well it seemed as if it would top off a career, 
which I'd wanted to end at the end of three years in any case. 
So it was just a decision made in accordance with what I felt 
best, for my family situation and my parlimantary situation, and 
my feeling that retirement should be not too far distant. 

RJ In talking to Joss Bartlett he referred to the 
fact that Toms had had a very rough time in the House. This 
particular episode would have occurred obviously while you were 
overseas, but he was questioned by his own party and accused of 
giving too much to the opposition as it was then. Bartlett 
actually says: 

I think Toms never recovered from that and he died 
within a short period after that. I think that's what 
really hurt him. He was trying to be a good Speaker, he 

was trying to be fair. His party objected to his trying 

to be fair, in lieu of being a little bit on their 
side. 

He goes on to refer to the fact that Danny Norton was a similar 
sort of person to Toms, but it was still a rough-house and he 
lacked control. In saying about Norton, he: 

Took an awful pounding because of the very rough 
attitude of the House to rules. Norton, two or three 
times he collapsed for the same reason that Toms died, 
that he was trying to be fair. He was trying to give 
the opposition not an advantage, but appear to be fair 

-------------------- 
1 Bartlett, J.C. Interview transcript, 1986, pp  182-3. 
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to them as well as being fair to his own side, and his 

own side took umbrage at what he was trying to do. It 

nearly killed him too.1  

I wondered about what you thought of those comments, and whether 

that in any way was in your mind as you became Speaker of the 

House. 

HUTCHINSON Hmmm. Well firstly I have a very high regard for 

Joss Bartlett. He was an excellent servant of the House. But I 

am surprised to learn all that you've said. I didn't appreciate 

the real difficulties that both these men must have faced. At 

that time I had no.... I realised that there may have been some 

problems, but not problems of the quality that Mr Bartlett has 

pointed out. I feel in commenting about this thing that the 

party involved was most unfair to these men, because I think I've 

said earlier, all the Speakers that I knew were all trying to do 

their level best to keep high the standards, the parliamentary 

standards, particularly of behaviour. I'm not referring to the 

quality of a man's speech or anything of that kind, I'm talking 

about that almost legendary feeling that Speakers have for trying 

to provide a happy atmosphere in the House, or correct atmosphere 

in the House. So it's very surprising and I'm very sad about the 

situation. 

RJ Is he correct in saying that the House had become 

a rough-house by then? Did you notice any change yourself? 

HUTCHINSON I must confess that I do not remember any 

incidents. In being pressed to answer it I suppose there were 

faults and that members of both sides must have contributed to 

the plight of those two Speakers. I had my own problems as 

Speaker with qualities of behaviour from one or two people, which 

would stir the blood to describe to you. 

-------------------- 
1 Ibid., p  183. 
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RJ [Laughs] Can't you try? [laughs] 

HUTCHINSON Oh I don't want to name anybody. There is only 

one I felt .... there are perhaps two I could name, but one in 

particular whose behaviour was just out of this world. He'll fix 

his own end in due course I would think. 

RJ How difficult did that then make your position as 

Speaker? 

HUTCHINSON Well it certainly doesn't make it any easier. 

One's always thinking that the tenor of behaviour in the House 

will grow worse, as is described by Mr Bartlett in his 

description of those two Speakers whom you mentioned earlier. 

RJ One episode that you had to deal with as Speaker 

is on record in Hansard for the 9th of September 1975. On this 

occasion A.R.Tonkin was on his feet, and he referred to, "A 

corrupt Government led by a corrupt leader." At that stage the 

Chairman of Committees was in the chair. Sir Charles Court rose 

on a point of order and asked that those words be withdrawn. The 

Chairman then asked for those words to be withdrawn. Tonkin then 

claimed that he disagreed with that ruling and refused to 

withdraw the comments. It got to the stage where the Chairman 

had to leave the chair and you took over as Speaker. You too 

then asked for those comments to be withdrawn.1  What do you 

remember of that episode, because it got to the stage where in 

fact you had to eventually ask the Sergeant at Arms to remove Mr 

Tonkin from the chamber? 

HUTCHINSON Well, of course, Mr A.R.Tonkin.... I really didn't 

want to talk about the behaviour of this man in Parliament or 

outside of it. But when I was called in by the Chairman of 

Committees to adjudicate on this matter, the prime matter that I 

had to deal with was the fact that Mr A.R. Tonkin had described 

the government - of which I was Speaker - he described it as 

-------------------- 
Hansard, Sept 9, 1975, pp 2629-2631. 
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being, "A corrupt government led by a corrupt leader. "1  After 
the fuss and bother for a period, the Chairman of Committees 
reported to me as Speaker in my study that I was needed in the 
House. Immediately I resumed the chair and the Chairman of 
Committees made his report to me. He described how Mr A.R.Tonkin 
had described the government. As soon as the Chairman of 
Committees had reported, Mr Tonkin was on his feet again moving 
to dissent from the Chairman's ruling. I had to ask the member 
to resume his seat. He continued for quite some time to argue 
and stand on his feet and object in any way possible to a 
continuation of sensible procedures in the House. I remember 
having said, Standing Orders stated that "'the Speaker will 
forthwith put the question.'"2  

The whole of these pages in Hansard describing this unsavoury 
situation just highlight the disregard for behaviour, for good 
behaviour, exhibited by Mr A.R.Tonkin. And although I did not 
want to speak about this matter (I've dismissed much of it from 
my memory) but his behaviour in the course of his parliamentary 
careeer has not been particularly good in my point of view. I 
believe that the main thing that this man was trying to do was to 
upset the House in every possible way. I think I've indicated 
that it's not the only occasion that he was very rude in the 
House. Although many members of the opposition were hotly 
opposed to the manner in which he conducted himself, and he 
brought the name of Parliament into disrepute, there were, as the 
debate continued, a number of Labor members who joined in the 
chorus of trying to upset the decorum of the House and the 
correct procedure. Indeed there are pages, the pages go on. I 
think if anyone were to read this they would feel quite ashamed 
for the behaviour of Mr A.R.Tonkin. 

-------------------- 
1 Ibid, p  2629. 

2 Ibid, p  2630. 
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RJ There's one point there though that he makes and 

that is that.... Well it was in fact John Tonkin who made the 

point, that A.R.Tonkin should have been allowed to dissent from 

the Chairman's ruling as he claimed he wanted to move. He wanted 

to move a dissent to the Chairman's ruling and was not allowed to 

do so.1  Was that a valid point? 

HUTCHINSON No. It was no valid point at all. If you 

remember and go back to the thing that triggered it off and the 

reason why Tonkin said this was indeed to trigger off this 

argument. What he said was, he described the government as being 

a corrupt government, led by a corrupt leader. That was the 

clear situation which had to be described by the Chairman of 

Committees to the House, and then to me by the Chairman of 

Committees when he reported to me on my assuming the Chair. Then 

the whole of this sordid situation developed as Tonkin proceeded 

to disobey the commonsense rules of the House. The fact that Mr 

J.T. Tonkin came in and said something or other, that the House 

should have done this, and for us to have gone back and tried to 

start the situation from there was completely hopeless. In order 

to conduct the House properly there must be some sensibility 

shown by the opposition. Oppositions become governments and they 

expect, when they're in government and the former government is 

in opposition, that the rules of the House be obeyed. This is a 

disastrous black period in the House's history. From what I've 
heard, Mr Bartlett who was then.... 

RJ Clerk of the House. 

HUTCHINSON ....he was then Clerk of the House, it was one of 

the reasons why I think he brought short his period of work in 

Parliament. A disgraceful episode, the blame lying heavily on Mr 

A.R.Tonkin, and on those few Labor speakers who tried to carry on 

the situation and confuse the debate further. 

-------------------- 
1 Ibid, p  2632. 
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RJ Do you remember how you felt at the time in trying 

to control that situation? 

HUTCHINSON Well I think my principal feeling was initially 

one of anger, and then a feeling that I could hardly believe that 

this was happening in the House. I'd had problems with Mr A.R. 

Tonkin on previous occasions, but this time he'd really blown his 

fuse and one deplorable feature about it was that there were 

these few members, and even the leader of the Labor Party, the 

Honorable John Tonkin, he started to try to confuse the issue 

further. Usually Mr Tonkin was one who believed very firmly and 

fully in proper procedures being followed in Parliament. The 

whole thing is a deplorable mess that was initiated and followed 

through by this - is still, this member of Parliament. 

RJ So there was nothing about the way you proceeded 

through that that you felt later should have been different? 

HUTCHINSON No, no way at all. It was just bad behaviour on 

the part of this member of Parliament, this man [A.R.] Tonkin. 

RJ How did that episode affect your feelings about 

being Speaker? 

HUTCHINSON Well it certainly didn't add any lustre to the 

situation of Speaker. I would imagine that anyone listening to 

the debate, including the members of Parliament, would have been 

sadly disturbed at the type of behaviour that was possible with 

some troublemakers. 

RJ You have the episode in November, 1976, when the 

member for Ascot, M.J.]3ryce accused government ministers of 

corruption. There was a select committee appointed to enquire 

into the allegations and Bryce declined to name the minister or 

ministers until certain assurances were given by the committee, 

which could not be given. When this matter came back before the 

House, to quote from Bruce Okely: 
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When the motion actually came before the House it was 

amended in such a way as to censure the member for his 

conduct, and to ask the attorney-general to review the 

Parliamentary Privileges Act 'with a view to furnishing 

the House in the future with more adequate powers of 

punishment of its own members for contemptuous 

conduct. 1 

Should there be more power for the House to deal with a matter 

like this, more adequate powers of punishment of its own members 

for contemptuous conduct? Should the House have more power in 

this regard? 

HUTCHINSON Well I think the answer must be yes. Certain 

situations are impossible to resolve unless the select committees 

have the appropriate powers. I think in the drawing up of the 

necessary powers, of course, that legal advice should be taken, 

in the matter of drawing these things up. But certainly the 

whole situation lacks clarity and the necessary authority at the 

present time. 

RJ Would it make it easier for the Speaker if the 

House did have more power to deal with members? 

HUTCHINSON I doubt whether more power would resolve the 

situation, the immediate situation I'm referring to. Any member 

of Parliament who determines to be bad mannered in Parliament can 

do so. This will bring down the wrath of a Speaker or the House 

on the member, but the member can still misbehave in the House. 

It is conceivable that a Speaker can go through the procedures of 

asking the member to withdraw from the chamber, but the member 

can refuse to withdraw, and on the Sergeant at Arms being called 

to put the member out, he, with perhaps some of his friends, can 

resist the attempts by the Sergeant at Arms to remove the member. 

-------------------- 
10ke1y in Essays on Western Australian Politics, Uni of WA, 

Nedlands, 1979, p  26. 
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So there are difficult situations which can only be resolved in 
the end run by a little time. So I doubt whether legally you can 
prevent members from being bad mannered. 

RJ To get onto the period when you were Speaker. 
What staff did you have to support you, besides obviously your 
Clerk and these people? Did you have any typing assistance in 
your time? 

HUTCHINSON Yes, the Speaker had one typist, a 
secretary/typist, who is very useful, and the good services of 
the Clerk and his deputy. 

RJ Was that typist full time working for the Speaker? 

HUTCHINSON No, no, she was on call for me, by me, but was 
able to discharge her duties and responsibilities in the best 
possible way. 

RJ What did you think of the facilities available to 
the Speaker in terms of office and facilities for guests and so 
on? Were they adequate? 

HUTCHINSON I think they were reasonable. I didn't want any 
better anyway, as Speaker. I didn't do a great deal of 
entertaining; I did some. But I understand they do a lot more 
these days. I did hear that the amount of money spent by members 
of Parliament these days greatly exceeds that which happened in 
my days. However, I suppose that's a sign of the times. 

RJ Would you have liked to have entertained more? 

HUTCHINSON No, I didn't think it was necessary. Any 
entertainment I gave was of a pleasant kind, costing very little, 
but I don't think that was the important thing. 

RJ What was your view of the dress of Speaker, the 
traditional wig and gown? 
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HUTCHINSON Well I took the line of following the procedure of 

wearing the wig and gown, and I think that was a procedure 

followed by all parties except the Labor Party. 

RJ But did you agree with it? 

HUTCHINSON Yes. Not because I enjoyed wearing a wig. I 

don't think any of us enjoyed it, but it was purely a symbol of 

authority and a rather old fashioned practice that had been 

adopted by the Mother of Parliaments over many hundreds of years. 

END OF TAPE THREE SIDE TWO 
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TAPE FOUR SIDE ONE 

RJ I wondered as Speaker what your policy was in 

controlling debate in the House? 

HUTCHINSON Oh generally one would allow the debate to 

continue and only interfere or take part in proceedings when the 

Speaker felt he had to because of language or behaviour. 

RJ Could you as Speaker be any help to a new member 

coming into the House, either from the chair or separately? 

HUTCHINSON I suppose there would be advantages for new 

members to be briefed, briefly [laughs], by the Speaker or by 

someone who could show new members around the House and have 

some sort of session of information being given. I suppose this 

would be so, but I don't think it's all important. I think that 

most who arrive in the House as members learn their way through 

the various procedures fairly quickly. 

RJ What about helping a new member by perhaps 

shielding him a little from interjections and so on? Did you 

ever feel that was your role as Speaker? 

HUTCHINSON Well I think one does try to support a new member 

more than one that's been in the House for some time. I think 

most Speakers would do this sort of thing. 

RJ Did you? 

HUTCHINSON I like to think I did occasionally. 

RJ What about question time: was there anything there 

that you had a policy about, as Speaker? 
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HUTCHINSON Question time? No I can't think of any real 
policies, except to give priority to the one who had advanced his 
question without notice first. Sometimes one or two, or three, 
get to their feet and a choice must be made. Then an appropriate 
choice would occur. If the leader of the House or the opposition 
leader were to stand, then priority would be given to them above 
the ordinary member. 

RJ Any important rulings that you made in your time 
that you want to comment on? 

HUTCHINSON [Laughs]. Well I'm afraid I can't remember too 
many of them, except we discussed one today, and I've talked 
about that. But no, I have not. 

RJ And what about any important changes in standing 
orders in your time? 

HUTCHINSON No, I can't think of any that I would take up arms 
on. I believe that by and large the standing orders make sense 
and will suffice, providing the members behave reasonably. 

RJ You have the application of Section 46, of the 
Constitution Acts Amendment Act. Bruce Okely refers to the fact 
that this particular section "has created more disputes between 
the two Houses than any other single matter."1  Do you remember 
anything in your time that created problems between the Houses? 

HUTCHINSON Any problems regarding the money bills? 

RJ Yes, this Section 46. 

HUTCHINSON No, I have no clear recollection in any case of 
problems arising therefrom. I know the situation has applied for 
a very long period of time. In my recollection I have no 
thoughts about any damages being done by this rule applying. 

-------------------- 
1 Ibid, pp  31-32. 
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RJ What was your relationship like with the President 
of the Legislative Council, Sir Arthur Griffiths? 

HUTCHINSON Oh an excellent relationship we had together, an 
excellent relationship. 

RJ I wondered about your role on any of the joint 
committees. I assume you would have chaired the Joint Printing 
Committee. 

HUTCHINSON Yes. 

RJ What did you think of the work of that committee? 

HUTCHINSON It was fussed about with fairly minor money 
matters. There was never any fuss or bother attached to the 
workings of that committee. I understand that the financial side 
of the situation has grown with the passage of the years. 

RJ Did you chair the Joint Library Committee? 

HUTCHINSON I fancy I did. 

RJ Any comments on that committee's work? 

HUTCHINSON No. There was nothing outstanding in my memory 
regarding that, that would be of value. 

RJ You were a member of the Joint House Committee. 
What did you think of the way that committee functioned? 

HUTCHINSON Well it always functioned efficiently in my 
recollection of that matter. No comment really. 

RJ You experienced two Clerks, Joss Bartlett and then 
Bruce Okely. You have referred to Joss Bartlett. What was Bruce 
Okely like as Clerk? 
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HUTCHINSON Bruce was a different type to his predecessor, but 

I liked both of them a great deal. I don't draw any depth of 

liking, one distinct from the other, but my admiration of Joss 

Bartlett goes deep. We both served in the Air Force. He was a 

tail gunner and won a high distinction in the course of his 

duties, towards country and motherland. 

RJ How good did you find the advice given to you by 

both men? Was it aiway sufficient and good advice? 

HUTCHINSON Yes, yes it was. They were always very useful in 

the various queries I raised with them. Both were quite helpful 

in these matters. The Clerks can't help a Speaker whilst the 

Speaker is in control of the House, while the Speaker is in the 

Chair. Here the Speaker is completely on his own, of course. 

But in the course of one's duties as Speaker then their advice 

was valuable. 

RJ It used to be a tradition in Parliament here, that 

you came up through the ranks and the sort of pinnacle of your 

career was when you became Clerk of either House. In recent 

times there's been a break with tradition in that the Clerk of 

the Council's position was advertised and filled outside of the 

Parliament, and now a Deputy Clerk's position was also filled 

from outside this Parliament. What do you think of the system of 

coming up through the ranks, as compared with looking for able 

people elsewhere? 

HUTCHINSON Like many things it's a two-pronged argument. One 

can draw up a list of advantages for the man to be appointed from 

within the system of Parliament, within the immediate system of 

Parliament, or drawing from a wider field, even another 

Parliament. But I'm a fairly easy mind on the subject. I would 

prefer, I think, in the end rung, to have the man appointed from 

within the parliamentary system, within the immediate 

parliamentary system, if the man has the qualities to do the job. 
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RJ I wondered once you became Speaker how that 

affected your relationship with your Liberal Party colleagues. 

Was there any change in your relationship with them? 

HUTCHINSON Within the members of the House you mean? 

RJ Yes. Your Liberal Party colleagues, yes. 

HUTCHINSON But you mean the members of Parliament? 

RJ Yes, yes. 

HUTCHINSON Yes. Well I didn't discern any great differences 

applying from when I was an ordinary member of Parliament to when 

I held that situation of Speaker. I got to know the officers of 

the House much better. They were much more helpful to me because 

on occasions I needed assistance, but no real outward 

differences. 

RJ Did you still attend party meetings? 

HUTCHINSON No. 

RJ You didn't? 

HUTCHINSON No. 

RJ Right. Why? 

HUTCHINSON Well I'm not sure whether I was following 

precedent there or not, but I believed it was not proper for me 

to be in there whilst these parliamentary matters were being 

discussed, which would be aired subsequently in the chamber. 

RJ I understand that in the United States, once 

someone is appointed as Speaker, they do in fact resign from 

their party so that they are clearly above politics. What do you 

think of that? 
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HUTCHINSON I think it has its points. I think there are 

reasons, basic reasons why this procedure should be adopted, but 

I don't think they're all that important. The Americans in this 

sense have determined on this course and I think it's perfectly 

sound. But I don't think it's completely necessary to do it here 

because both sides of the House, the third side of the House, if 

there's another party, know the situation. They can take 

objection to matters that are pursued irrespective of [party]. 

What's in a name. 

RJ According to the West, on the 28th of February, 

1976, you were "acknowledged as one of the best Speakers in 

recent years." What was your own assessment, comparing yourself 

with those that you knew had preceded you? 

HUTCHINSON Well I think the quote is taken from a good friend 
of mine and the leader of the House. I refer to Sir Charles 

Court, and I appreciated it very much. But I doubt whether my 

performance in the House as Speaker was a highly notable one and 

better than any of my predecessors. If I had to choose one as 

being an excellent Speaker, it would be the one that was in 

office longest, and that was John Hearman. I always thought that 

he made a very good Speaker. After all I was only there for 

three years and involved with a shocking procedural matter in the 

House, as you've already learned. 

RJ You were there when Parliament was added to in 

1964. What difference did that extension of the Parliament make 

to you members? 

HUTCHINSON Well I think the additions took a substantial 

period of time to finish. But I think all parliamentarians, and 

no doubt many of the public, would approve what was done. The 

improvements, I think, were necessary and made life easier living 

all round. 
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RJ Of the three positions that you held in the 

Parliament, a private member, a minister and a Speaker, which 

position did you prefer? 

HUTCHINSON Oh the ministerial post was the one that I 

preferred far and away above the others. 

RJ How would you rank Speaker against private member? 

HUTCHINSON Oh Speaker before private member. 

RJ In 1971 you had the electorate offices being 

allocated to members in the House of Assembly. What difference 

did that make to your role as a member? 

HUTCHINSON What's the year, '70....? 

RJ 1971, you were given an electorate office and a 

secretary, which I assume.... Did you take that up? 

HUTCHINSON No, I didn't take that up at all. That was just 
beginning at that stage, and my recollection is that I just 
didn't want to go into having an electorate office. The reason 
being that I could see retirement ahead of me, and I just didn't 
want one, I think, any expenses incurred at the end of my period 

of office. But I just query the year, because I thought it was 

just about in my last year as.... 

RJ I don't know how long it took to implement, but I 

know that the decision that people could have electorate offices 

occurred in 1971 for the Assembly, and for the Council members 

1974. 

HUTCHINSON Thank you. 

RJ You described your very first campaign to us. I 

wondered over that span of twenty-seven years, how your 

campaigning changed. 
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HUTCHINSON Well I think it changed with the passage of the 
years. It was certainly, after the first initial battle to enter 
politics, that I never had to work so hard in the future. Indeed 
my supporters grew and a system established which helped 
considerably in keeping me in the House. 

RJ Did you still knock on doors with each election? 
You talked about your wife and you going from house to house. 

HUTCHINSON Yes, that's very true. No, never again was such a 
concerted effort made to woo voters. But I made strategic 
attempts round the electorate to keep myself established in the 
situation. 

RJ By knocking on doors? 

HUTCHINSON Yes, the occasional one, yes. 

RJ How did you feel people viewed you as a member of 
Parliament, and did you notice any change in the way you were 
viewed? 

HUTCHINSON Yes, I think towards the end of my career I could 
discern that there were some who believed that I would be 
retiring fairly soon, one of whom attempted to unseat me from 
Parliament at a selection committee. I only was successful - 
this was for my last three years. I was only successful in a 
tied vote. 

RJ How did that affect you? That was the 1974 
preselection ballot. Michael Beech was the man who came so close 
to you. How did you feel about that episode? 

HUTCHINSON Well I wasn't very happy about it, let me say. I, 
as more or less of an afterthought, I felt that if there was a 
sizeable number of people who really wanted me to end my 
political career, then I would have done it, but to sort of try 
to jump me was not the best thing that could happen. So it 
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disturbed me a bit for a period. But it only made more certain 

my own private thoughts at that time, that I was reaching the end 

of my career, that I made sure that was the final three years. 

RJ I was thinking more too of how just the general 

public looked upon you. What sort of status you felt you held in 

the community. 

HUTCHINSON One can always never be sure of this. To be asked 

that question at the time, I would have said, "Well I feel 

confident that I have the support of a great number of people." 

With the passage of the years I continued to get excellent 

results at the polls. The reason for my near unseating at the 

selection committee meeting, was due to a group of young folk who 

resolved to put in one of their friends, which is their 

entitlement. Had it been.... [Pause]. Anyway I think that's 

enough said. 

RJ But do you think people respected their member of 

Parliament? This is just the average man in the street. Do you 

feel you were respected as a member of Parliament or not? Did 

you see any change at all in that attitude? 

HUTCHINSON Yes, I always felt that I was respected. Not that 

I didn't have my opponents, of course. I would be very foolish 

to say that everyone loved me. But I think I was well respected 

and generally liked. I really don't know now what's happened 

with people's feelings and parliamentarians. It may be that 

their stature has diminished somewhat. But I'm afraid I'm not a 

good one to ask on that, because I have no real views on it. 

RJ So in your twenty-seven years you didn't notice 

any change on how people looked upon you - except the episode you 

referred to in the preselection ballot. But I'm just meaning the 

man in the street. Were you treated the same by him in that 

twenty-seven years? 
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HUTCHINSON Yes, yes. 

RJ You had some involvement with the Parliamentary 

Sports' Club while you were a member of Parliament, to what 

extent? 

HUTCHINSON Oh dear. What did we do? We played cricket, a 

parliamentary team played cricket against the Governor's team, 

and certain other teams, at appropriate times. What else did we 

play? 

RJ Tennis? 

HUTCHINSON Played tennis quite a bit. I was at that stage a 

member of the Governor's tennis team which used to play games 

around the city. We even went as far afield..., once I think the 

Governor took us to Geraldton and to Albany. They were great 

days, we enjoyed those weekends. My football days were long 

over by then. 

RJ When it came to the time of your retirement you 

were quoted in the West as saying that, "Mr Hutchinson said 

yesterday that he had no regrets about leaving politics." The 

statement was made on the 28th of February, 1976. Was that true? 

Did you have no regrets? 

HUTCHINSON Well I suppose I did have some regrets regarding 

the staged meeting which almost tossed me out of the seat of 

Cottesloe before my time. That certainly didn't add any lustre 

to the end of my career. But I had no regrets really about the 

ending of my parliamentary life. I felt that the time had 

arrived when I should get out. But I don't minimise my own 

feeling, and it's still deep down that I resented some of the 

young folk who tried so hard and so secretly to get rid of me. 

There were other ways. 
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RJ You were also quoted as saying at the time, when 
it came to the seat that you were vacating. "I think it is a 
seat that needs a man of ability, possibly a potential leader." 
It made me wonder if at any stage you had had leadership 
ambitions. Would you have liked to have led the Parliamentary 
Liberal Party? 

HUTCHINSON No, I don't think I'd have liked it a great deal. 
I probably may have taken it on, but there was never the 
opportunity there, or the real desire from me that this should be 
SO. I was very happy indeed to serve the leaders that led me 
through my period in Parliament. Sir David Brand being an 
outstanding leader. Sir Charles Court, also an outstanding 
leader. No one in their right mind would have attempted to 
displace either one of those. 

RJ But it still doesn't alter the question of whether 
obviously those men were there, but if they had not been 

there and things had been different, would it have been something 
that you would liked to have done, to have led the party? 

HUTCHINSON Yes, I would have liked to have done that had the 
circumstances been different. But it's not anything that I 
cherished doing, so I was never concerned really about that 
matter. I doubt whether I would have been half as good as those 
two gentlemen to whom I've referred. 

END OF SIDE ONE TAPE FOUR 

-------------------- 
West, Feb 28, 1976. 
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TAPE FOUR SIDE TWO 

RJ Looking back on your life, just how much job 
satisfaction did you get out of being a member of Parliament? 

HUTCHINSON I think I obtained a great deal of satisfaction. 
Not a smug self-satisfaction or anything of that kind, but a 
general pleasing feeling about being able to assist various 
people in the community, my electorate, members of my electorate 
maybe in particular, but quite a number of people outside of that 
small grouping, with a multiplicity of things that one can do in 
having some sort of authority. I never....I can never remember 
anyway not trying to help people who sought my assistance. I was 
able to do that on innumerable occasions. I think all members of 
Parliament find themselves in this situation that they can be of 
great service to people on most of the minor matters, some of 
them of more consequence. I was satisfied with the way things 
were going. 

RJ What have you done since you retired from 
Parliament? 

HUTCHINSON I've travelled a little, and just taken things 
fairly easy. I'm still playing a little tennis, still going to 
see a little football, but nothing of any consequence. I'm just 
gradually staying [more and more] within the four corners of my 
little property, at 42 Griver Street. [Laughs].1  

RJ After you retired from Parliament did you miss it 
at all? 

HUTCHINSON No, there was no aching for return there, although 
I have visited Parliament very frequently since my retirement. 
Indeed there is a sort of old boys' association that has been 

-------------------- 
1 SirRoss served as President of the Kings Park Board succeeding 
Sir Thomas Wardle in November 1981 (RJ). 
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formed, a Former Members' Association has been formed. I was 

chosen as the first chairman/president of that august body. My 

period of office is over and I'm not unhappy about that. The 

Former Members' Association just meet to try to retain some of 

the warmth of feeling that existed during most of the 

parliamentary life. I can say that despite those shocking things 

- memories I have regarding that Mr [A.R.] Tonkin fellow. 

RJ You were knighted in 1977, what did you feel about 

that? 

HUTCHINSON Well I was very happy indeed. I had a feeling 

about the Princess Elizabeth and I looked forward to the time 

when she would eventually become the Queen. Then to be knighted 
in fact by her in Buckingham Palace was the biggest thrill I 

think I've ever had in my life. It was quite marvellous. That's 

about all. 

RJ Did the likelihood of a knighthood affect your 

decision to become Speaker? 

HUTCHINSON No, no, had nothing to do with that at all. It 

was just the feeling that I wanted to end my career and actually 

Sir Charles called me in to.... after the election Sir Charles 

called me into his office and asked me what I wanted to do at 

that juncture you've spoken of. He said, "Well I can offer you 

another period in Cabinet or I can send you to London as Agent 

General, which you can have for a period of six years, or you 

might want to try out the speakership." He said, "I'll give you 

twenty-four hours to think about it." After that I came home and 

I talked with my wife. Initially we had thought about going to 

England as Agent General, if that situation were open. On this 

occasion when I talked with her I eventually came to the 

conclusion that I should try the speakership for the three years 

and that would end the situation. So that was that. 
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RJ What is the thing that you've enjoyed most doing 

in life - and that's going back to the very beginnings of your 

life, right throughout? What would you rate as the thing you've 

enjoyed doing most? 

HUTCHINSON Well I suppose to be frank the things I've enjoyed 

most is my delight at playing three sports: football, tennis and 

cricket. I enjoyed them all very much indeed, and still try to 

enjoy tennis, but it's getting harder and harder. 

RJ Does that mean that if you had been physically 

able to, you would have preferred to have been a professional 

footballer than a professional member of Parliament? [Laughter] 

HUTCHINSON No, I think not. I don't mind all the things that 

I've 

could, 

undertaken. I don't think I'd change any of them if I 
I'm quite happy to have lived life the way it's come. 

END OF INTERVIEW 

END OF TAPE FOUR SIDE TWO 


