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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
THIRD DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous day.

Howx. T. F. O. BRIMAGE (South):
I am sure we are all pleased at His
Majesty’s recovery from his recent illness.
In common with all loyal subjects, we
hope that the King is sufficiently restored
to withstand the strain of the coronation
ceremonies shortly to take place. Asa
goldfields representative, I can assure the
House that the approaching departure of
Sir Arthur Lawley is viewed with extreme
regret by the mining community. Itis
recognised that the State loses a good
friend in our departing Governor. Sir
Arthur Lawley is most popular on the
goldfields. He has gone farther out than
any previous Governor. While, perhaps,
that fact may be due in part to the cir-
cumstance that the country is now more
opened up, still His Excellency has taken
the trouble to visit outlying fields, and
has in other ways shown great interest in
the gold-mining industry. I trust-—
indeed I feel sure—that Sir Arthur
Lawley will do well in the Transvaal.
He is a man of great administrative
ability, and doubtless his sojourn in the
new colony will be as bappy us his sojourn
here has been. His Excellency has my
good wishes in that behalf. I must refer,
even though briefly, to the death of our
late Premier.
closest friends. I met bim early in wy
West Australian career, and to the day of
his death I always found him a good
friend. I do not think the deceased
gentleman had a single enemy in the
State. I think one and all of us will
indorse the sentiments expressed by the
leader of the House regarding the
lamented death of Mr. Leake. Turning
now to the railway muddle, I must say
at the outset that I am strongly opposed
to Mr. Cleorge’'s appointment. Seeing
that appointment was made so shortly
before the meeting of Parliament, I think
the least the Government could have done
was to wait a little longer and give the
Legislature an opportunity of expressing
ite views on the business. I have had a
good deal of railway experience. T was
brought up in a railway firm, and T have
been conunected with the South Australian
railways. My knowledge of railway
matters enables me to say emphatically

Mr. Teake was one of my |

(23 Jovy, 1902.]

Third day. 79

' not be made hurriedly. At one time the

South Australian railways were in much
the same state of muddle and confusion
ag onrs are at the present tine. Then
advertisements were inserted in the Lon-
don newspapers, calling for applications
for the management of the system, and
the very best man obtainable was ap-

. pointed. The position was conferred on

Mr. J. H. Smith, who was made a Rail-
way Commissioner,

How. W. T. Lorox:
cOmmon name.

How. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE : Mr. Smith
certainly put the railways on a good
working basis. Mr. George, who has
been appointed Railway Commissioner
for this State, is not too well known. As
regards Mr. George’s filness to control
the railways, all I can say for him is that
he is a fitter or an engimeer.

Hox. W. T. Loron : He is a “smith,”
too.

How. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: I have
heard tbat he is a blucksmith ; and I am
also told that he is a storekeeper and an
accountant. Evidently, Mr. George ia a
man of many and varied capabilities.
I think, bowever, that in filling such an
important post the greatest care should
have been exercised tc'appoint the very
best man procurable.  Undoubtedly,
great dissatisfaction exists throughout
the State with vegard to the manage-
ment of the Railway Department. That
dissatisfaction exists not only among the
railway servants, but also, and in no
slight degree, among the busimess men
who come in contact with the depart-
ment. I certainly consider Parliament
should have been given an opportunity of
expressing its opinion before theappoint-
ment was made. Personal knowledge
enables me to state that on the goldfields
the appointment is most unpopular.
Everyone iz asking, * What job are the
Governwent up to now?” The uni-
versal question on the goldfields is,
“ What is the reason of this hurried
appointment, seeing that Parliament was
about to be sumwmoned?” TFrom a
perusal of last session’s Honsard, and
from wy recollection of speeches delivered
in another place, I should be inclined to
say that of all men in Western Australia
Mr. George is the most unfitted for the

Rather an un-

that appointments of thie nature should ;| post of Commissioner of Railways. I
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have before me a record of a debate
which oceurred in another place, and in
the course of which Mr. W. J. George
was actuually accused of fraud—of de-
frauding the railways of revenue. Such
charges being on record—[MemBER:
Were they. proved ?]—the least the
Government could do was to await the
meeting of Parliament before making the
appointment, so that if, in fact, an
attempt had been made by Mr. George
to defraud the Railway Departiment,
Parliament might have an opportunity
of pronmouncing its views on the sub-
ject.  Instead of that, however, we
find Mr. George appointed and given
a high salary without Parliament being
consulted at all. Mr, George, in short,
gets a very good billet without any-
body's knowledge. I certainly thiuk
the matter has been altogether too hastily
dealt with. I have wet wany people who
consider Mr. George a good mechanical
man; but good mechanical men are not
wanted in the Railway Department. The
man we have at the head of mechanical
affaire is possessed of high ability.

How. J. D. ConnoLLY : Question ?

Hon. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: I know
that our present Mechanical Engineer was
one of the men chosen to examine and
report on the South Australian Railways
at u time when they were in a very bad
state. The hon. member who interjects
*“question ” only shows his own ignorance.
Mr. Rotheram and Mr. Thow were
selected to make an investigation, and I
know that Mr. Rotheram’s standing in
his profession is the highest possible, I
had good opportunity of knowledge in
this matter, becanse I was at the time
a mechanical draftswman in the South
Australian Railway Department. The
mechanical engineer hushis own particular
branch of work. 1If, for example, a
marine engineer be emploved to supervise
the construction of locomotives. things
will very soon be “in the soup.” I do
trust Mr. Moss will, to the utmost of his
power, assist the House with his legul
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knowledge in devising some neans of

annulling Mr. George's appointment, for
I eannot but regard that appointment as
likely to prove disastrous to the railway
gystem. That is my candid opinion.
There is one agpect, particularly, in which
the conduct of Mr. George does not
appeal to me us a public man. At the
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time of his appointment he was a member
of Parliament.

Hon. R. G. Brrges: Does that make
the man any worse ?

How. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: Lam afraid
go. (Laughter.) T think a member of
Parliament who runs after the powers
that be in order to get an appointment,
shows the most despicable uature possible.
I did not enter Parliament for the purpose
of profit, and I am sure Mr. Burges did
not do so either,

How. R. G. Burars: That's so.

How. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: We enter
Parliament for the purpose of doing our
best on behalf of the State. Such, I take
it, is at any rate the general sentiment
of members of Parliament. Evidently,
however, the case is otherwise wath My,
George. His bitter personal attacks on
certain members of the present Ministry
show that he is not, or was not, by any
weans a friend of theirs. I do not care
te make a direct assertion, but it does
seem to me that there must have been a
quid pro que somewhere or other in
connection with Mr. George's appoint-
ment.

Hox. R. 3. Buraes: It is not the
first time a member of Parliament has
been appointed to a position.

How. T. F. 0. BEIMAGE: I am pre-
pared to say that the appointment bas
not been by any means an honourable one.
That is my opinion of the matter. I am
glad the whole question has been dis-
cussed. We have no evidence before the
House that Mr. George is a great rail-
way man, and I do not think that any
one will admit that this country is in a
position to try experiments. If the
Government wished to give Mr. George
an appointment for his past parliamen-
tary services, why not make him inspector
of lLees for instance, because I under-
stand he is a good authority on bees, or
chief inspector of wood-chopping, as an
honourable member suggests. I hope
something will be done to annul thig
appointment. TIf after Parliament has
perused the papers and considered the
question from all points of view mem-
bers think fit to approve of the appoint-
ment, well and gond; but I think
everybody considers this appointment
should not have been made before Par-
liament met. A great deal has been zaid
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about the latter portion of puragraph 9
of the Grovernor’s Speech, which says:—-

Adequate provision, however, will be made
to leave with Parliament the full power of
controlling rates and of dealing with all
questions involving the interests of the rail-
way servants of the State.
I think Parliament should have some
say with regard to the Commissioner of
Railways or the board of Commissioners,
as the case may be, because the three
men who are appointed may say to them-
selves, “ We have absolute contrel for
five years, and we will do as we like.”
Speaking from experience, when Mr. J.
H. Smith was appointed Commissioner
of Railwuys in South Australia, it was
remarkable the number of Smiths who
got Dbillets. You could with safety
approach an engine driver, or a porter, or
any other emplovee by the name of
8mith, and you would not be far wrong.
Some controlling infuence should bhe
held by Parliawment so that at any time,
if thought proper, the Government could
step in and remove them from their
positions. I do not anticipate that such
a thing will be necessary, but there should
be that power. In Adelaide the Govern-
ment took advantage of such a power,
and we should have the same rule here.
With regard to the railway servants, I
think the Commissioners should have full
control over them, also over the rates.
The Commissioners will be responsible
for the paymeut of the sinking fund and
interest on the money expended on the
railways, and the business men who are
appointed as Commissioners should have
the fullest possible vontrol over the
department. Regarding paragraph 10,
I think one of the worst evils that could
befall a couvntry is to alter its conatitu-
tion. I do not see any necessity for such
a thing at the present time. This country
is going ahead by leaps and bounds;
population is flowing in on all sides. We
find from Pilbarra in the North, or
higher than that, from Nullagine, I think
it is, people are finding gold, and the
population is increasing largely. There
1s no need to alter the constitution of the
country this session.

Hon. J. D. CoxnworLry: Is there no
necessity for redistribution ¥
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Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: I think .

some of the districts returning members to
the Assembly should be amalgamated,
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hut T am against pocket boroughs, as they
are called.

Hon. R. G. Buraees:
representing the industries ?

Hox.T.F.Q0.BRIMAGE: That is right
enough ; but because there are a thousand
bullocks in one portion of the country
the same voting power should not he
given to that district as if there were a
thousand men there. I find that Kim-
berley East has 171 voters, and Kimberley
West 281 voters.

Hon. R. G. BursEs:
wealth there ?

Hox. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: Any
amount, of wealth.

Hon., R. G. Burces:
representing.

Hon.T. F. 0. BRIMAGE : We do not
begrudge the people the wealth they
have, but if there are only 171 volers in
a coustituency, I think it is hardly right
that they should have a whole member to
themselves. Tf you go to any portion of
Terth you will find that two thousand or
three thousand electors only have the
same representation in Parliament as 171
up North. Thatis not fair, it is distinctly
unfair. Consequently, I think if the
populous districts of the State bad more
representation, and the less populous
districts of the State less representation
in Parliament, it would be all the better.
I do not believe altogether in Parliament
being elected on a population basis, but I
think the boundaries of the Nurthern
districts shonld be altered. 1 do not see
any imwediate need to hurry on an altera-
tion of the constitution. Asfaras I am
concerned I am willing to let the whole
watter stand until next session. The
country i3 on the up-grade; population
is flowing in, and I anticipate seeing as
many thousands as there are hundreds up
North within the next two years. There
is no necessity to alter the constitution a
the present time; but the cry is a popular
one, and those in favour of amendment
are making an exfreme use of the argu-
ment. In paragraph 13 mention is made
of a barbour board. For my part I can.
not see why a harbour board should not
be established, and have control of all
harbours, jetties, buoys, lighthouses, and
everythiny appertaining to marine work.

Hon. H. Bricss: The Federal Gov-
ernment have the control of the light-
houses.

What about

What is the

That requires
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Hon.T.F.Q. BRIMAGE : Atany rate,
# marine board could control harbours
and jetties, and Parliament would always
bave a report about them. I would
favour a marive board much on the same
lines #s that established in South Aus-
tralia.

How. M. I.. Moss: A marine board
will soon come, under the Federal Legis-
lature. :

Ho~. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE : This isa
matter I shall be glad to allow Captain
Laurie to have his say about, and I shall
be pleased to follow him, as he knows
more about wmarine matters than 1 do.
However, I may say that the warine
board in South Australia has worked very
well indeed. Tam glad to know that the
railway line from Menzies to Leonora is
finished. There is no doubt that the
policy of the Government in Eushing
rdilways well into the interior, where the
mines are situated, is a good one. I wish
a scheme could be drawn up by which the
railways could be worked less expensively.
I do not think there should be such
expensive station buildings as are now
erected. On the Mundaring line one finds
buildings which have cost fifteen hundred
or two thousand pounds, where there are
only a few people to go to the statiom.
When ruilways are first built, temporary
station buildings should be erected, and
later, when population finds its way to
these centres, then permancnt buildings
can be put up. I find that Goongarrie
has a splendid station, much better than
that at Boorabbin, ounly three or four
hundred people 2 mouth passing through.
At these places temporary accommaodation
should be erecied for the people in
the first place, and the more permanent
buildings put up later on when the
district is settle There is no doubt
that our railways are run very expen-
sively in the back country, and I do
not see the necessity for such heavy
expenditure. FEvery station-master has a
porter and probably a lamp-cleaner to
assist him ; three men to run a station
which does not pay for itself. I suggest
that the lines be blocked in a proper
manner and through trains arranged, also
that less expensive stations be erected.

Hon, R. G. Borges: They are cutting
down the expenditure all through.

How. T.¥. 0. BRIMAGE : It should be
cut down, and the Government ought to |

[COUNCIL.]
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cut down the rates. I think it will be
admitted that the line to the eastern
goldfields is overtuxed. T feel sure that
as the north-eastern districts are opened
up, the present line from here to Kal-
goorlie will not be able to carry all the
goods required to supply the fields. I
would suggest to the Government that
they bring in a Bill for the comstruction
of the Coolgardie-Esperance railway; in
which case goods coming from the Eastern
States ecould be carried via Esperance.

How. R. G. Buraes: You will want to
go to South Australia altogether, then.

Hoxn. T. F. O, BRIMAGE: Oh,no. 1
would not part with my friend Mr.
Burges.

How. R. G. Burers: I would not trust

ou.
J Hox. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: Along the
Esperance route there is a flourishing
goldfield.

Hon. R. G. Burees: Not increasing.

Hox. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: Yes.

Hon. R. G. Burges: When?

Hox. 1. F. 0. BRIMAGE: Since last
year. The field is not going Lack; but
the people cannot get their stuff cheap
enough, They have over a4 hundred wmiles
of sand to cover, and they cannot get their
supplies to enable them to work the
mines cheaply.

Hon. R. G. Buraes: [t has been
contended that there is wood enough
along the Esperance route to pay for the
railway.

Hoxn. T.¥.0. BRIMAGE: Sothereis.
Before twelve months are over we shall
have to look for firewood for the Kal-
goorlie wines. Why not construct a line
from Esperance and let some of the heavy
jarrah come from Albany ?

Hon. R. G. Burees: There is no
jurrah there,

How.T. F. Q. BRIMAGE : Well, karri.
I't;’ is good timber, and there is plenty
of it.

How. R. G. Burars: Karri is useless.

Hon. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: It is very
good timber ; and it could be put t.hrougf.l
the port of Esperance and sent up to
Kalgoorlie cheaply. The mines ulong
the route are languishing for a railway,
which, if constructed, would make the
field a paying one. The land between
Esperance and Norseman is good for
agricaltural purposes; still I do mnot
think the agricultural interests between
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Norseman and Esperance will vie with ! inanner,

the coastal . districts.
room for all. How much better it would
be to put ten or fifteen thousand people
between Esperance and Coolgardie, and
let them grow cabbages and potatoes for
the people. Anyone who has read the
report of the Government Inspector sent
down there, I mean Mr. White——

Hown. R. G. Buraes: I have read it.

Hown. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE : Ihopeyou
were pleased with it.

How. R. G. Buraes: 1have been there
myself,

Hown. T. F.O. BRIMAGE : Inspector
‘White says that the country is well suited
for agriculture, and that there is sufficient
land to grow foodstuffs to supply all the
goldfields from Kalgoorlie onwards.

A Memser: What about the rainfall P

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE : I have that
too. I find that the average rainfall,
during the last thirteen years to 1901,
has been 23 inches between Norseman
and Esperance. All the advantages which
nature can give towards the making of a
good agricultural district are given to
Esperance and its neighbourhood. Then
why not allow Esperance this line for the
purpose of supplying the goldfields? The
coastal farmers cannot, at the present
time, supply the wants of the mining
community. I say to them, “ You cannot
supply the goldfields.”

Hon. R. G. Burees:
the whole country.

Hown. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: You fail
to do so, anyhow. We have to import
goods tbhrough Fremantle. You compel
us to carry our goods about 1,500 wmiles
farther than is necessary. The Esperance
railway will have plenty of traffic for
years and years to come. Any public
works for the benefit of Perth and Fre-
mantle I shall gladly support. I recognise
that Perth is the capital of the State, and
:therefore any public works for the
advancement of Perth or its port, Fre-
mantle, will have my ready support. For
goodness’ sake, however, give us goldfields
residents some facilities for landing our
goods at the place of consumption at the
cheapest possible cost! 'We are undoubt-
edly entitled to the easiest possible
communication with the coast. [ am
sure the farming interests will give due
heed to the goldfields interests, and treat
them in a fair and even a generous

We can supply
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When a Bill for the Esperance

I think there is | line comes before the House, my friend

Mr. Burges, I feel sure, will never vote
against it.
How. R. G. Buroes: Won't 1?7 T'll
stay bere for a week and speak against it.
Honx. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: That
railway will come, as sure as Mr. Burges
is born.

Hox. R. G. Burges: Yes; but not
just yet.
Hor. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: I can

assure Mr. Burges that the case of the
goldfields is a most deserving one.

Hox. R. G. Burees: Wait till you
hear the other side of the story.

Hox. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: Return-
ing to the peneral railway question, I
have to point out that the increased rates
coustitute a most burdensome tax on the
mining industry. Last year the gold-
fields treated 1,416,564 tons for a yield
of 1,662,694 ounces of gold. This year
the same yield from the same tonnage
will cost.an additional £40,000 to produce,
in consequence of the increase in railway
freights, which therefore, hon. members
will surely recognise, constitute aun undue
tax on the gold-mining industry:

Hon. R. G. Burors: Better reduce
existing rutes than build another railway.

Hos. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: The
trouble is, Mr. Burges does not say
whether he is in fuvour of that course
or any other. At all events, I assure
hon. members that the wining industry
cannol stand these increased rates. A
warning note was sounded but a few days
ago, when a labour dispute srose at Kal-
goorlie. For gooduesy’ sake, let us do
everythinyg possible to prevent a strike!
‘We want no strikes here. | went through
the Broken Hill strike, which crippled
South Australia for four years; in fact,
I doubt whether that State has yet
recovered from the disastrous effects of
the disturbavce. A warning note, 1 say,
was sounded when recently, at Kalgoorlie,
Labour said to Capital, ** We are going
to refer such and such a inatter to
arbitration.” It is impossible to say
whether the award of the Arbitration
Court will be adhered to. The men
concerned bave fo live, and I assare hon.
members that o worker cannot support
his wife and family on the goldfields for
less than £3 a week. That amount is
little enough, and the increased railway
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rates, I have to point out, have made the

osition worse. The workers werealready

iscontented, and the increased rates have
made them more discontented. The
tremendous freights imposed in connee-
tion with the working of our mines mean
trouble ahead. Tt will be far better for
the State as a whole to give the goldfields
the Esperance line, so that goods may be
landed in mining centres at the lowest
possible cost. As sure as fate, the
eastern goldfields line will have to be
duplicated : it cannot cope with the goods
trafic now, Any hon. member travelling
between Coolgardie nnd Perth will observe
that his train at every station crosses
another truin laden with goods.

How. R. G. Burees: That difficulty is
easily enough arranged. I thought you
koew something about railways ?

Hon. F. T. 0. BRIMAGE: 1 only
wish the hon, member would arrange the
matter.

How. R. G. Burces: I would, if I were
Commissioner,

Hon. T. F. O. BRIMAGE : No doubt
the trouble could be easily overcome by
making the running time of the express
between Perth and Kalgoorlie 17 or 18
hours, instead of 12 or 14. Tet hon.
members look at the cost of conveying
500 or 600 tons of goods from Fremantle
to the fields. Letthem heed the increase
in the wages sheet occasioned by the
stoppages at sidings, extending occa-
sionally over two and even three hours.
The road is continually blocked to goods
trains by passenger traffic. Thus itcomes
about, that cargoes cannot be got through.
The only solution of the difficulty is either
to duplicate the eastern goldfields line,
or to build the Esperance railway. As
regards the Esperance railway, you cannot
grow “ spuds” in Western Australia.; and
therefore—

Howr. BR. G. Burares: Well, now, where
is Esperance Bay ?

Hox. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: Wedo not
want to get our potatoes from Esperance;
but we do want to get them cheaply from
South Australin via Bsperance. What
necessity is there for bringing potatoes
to the poldfields via Fremantle? What
benefit do Fremantle and Perth derive
from such a course?
The coastal farmers cannot grow enough

flour for the goldfields. Weare compelled .
The |

to import flour, wheat, and fruit.
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coastal districts cannot grow enough fruit
for the goldfields. Then why not give
the mining community the benefit of the
shorter route? The residents of the gold-
fields will eat all the fruit that can be
grown in the coastal districts, and plenty
more.

Hon.R.G. Burags: Will you guarantee
that ¥

Hon. T. F.-O. BRIMAGE: Yes; we
will guarantee that. I referred just now
to the fuel dificulty on the goldfields.
That difficulty is becoming more acute
every day. At present we are denuding
rising mining centres of their fuel, instead
of running a railway south of Coolgardie
and taking the timber off waste lands.
Between Coolgardie and Norseman there
is u splendid belt of timber, which, if {he
Esperance Bay-to Coolgardie ruilway were
built, wonld yield a plentifol supply of
fuel for the Kalgoorlie mines, thus ve-
lieving the great pressure experienced at
the present time. For the hfe of me I
cannot see what harm the construction
of that line would work to Perth and
Fremantle. Before the matter is done
with, we shall have even Mr. Moss's
sugport for the project. The goldfields
and the coastal districts are now on a
friendly footing. The farmers wish usall
the guod we can get, and we reciprocate
the feeling. The farmers can vely on
goldfields members doing their best to see
thut all Western Australian produce is
consumed before any produce is imported.
I do earnestly entreat the agricultural
members, however, to consider whether, if
they want the State to go ahead rapidly—
go ahead it will in any case, but if they
want it to go ahead rupidly---they should
not do their utmost to assist us in getting
food to the mining centres as quickly and
as cheaply as possible. The greater the
facilities for the developinent of the min-
ing industry, the more rapid will be the
increase of population and the advance of
the country. There lies the true means
of making Western Australia even a far
greater country than it is to-day. Iappeal
to country members, T know them, and
they kmow me; snd I assure them that
the best of good feeling prevails on the
goldfields towards the coastal districts.
We would not do you any harm if we
could. All we ask is that fair play be
given us, so that we may devel)op our
industry and work our mines to the best



Address-in-reply :

(23 Juny, 1902.]

Third day. 85

advantage, and for the most profitable ! present time Geraldton is utterly deprived

return to those who have invested in
them.

How. J. M. DREW {Central): I greatly
regret that at the very opening of this
session we should be met with occasion
for expressing our deep sorrow at the loss
of a Premier of the State who, at the
close of the last session, was in the full
bloom of vigornus health. I refer to the
death of Mr. Leake. In every part of
Western Anstralia that gentleman’s death
las been felt as a national calamity. As
a lawyer Mr. Leake occupied a foremost
place in his profession. As a politician
he would, I venture to believe, 1n course
of time have risen to eminence among
Australian statesmen; and 1 think every
person, no natter what his political
opinions may be, will admit that, as a
man, Mr. Leake was esteemed and admired
throughout the country. The death of
the Premier who has administered the
affairs of the State for the past year
necessitates the curtailment of my speech.
There is an vld Latin adage which reminds
us that of the dead we must speak nothing
but what is good. In the cireum-
stances I draw a veil over Mr. Leake's
politicul shortcomings and look only
at the Dbest and brightest side of his
political character. As for the new
Premier, Mr. James has been associated
with the political life of Western Aus-
tralia ever since the advent of Responsible
Government, and he has been identified
with much of the progressive legislation
which has found a place on the statute
book. Since his introduction to Western
Avustralian political Yife, our new Premier
has proved himself a true and consistent
friend of liberalism. A perusal of the
Governor's Speech shows that document
to have, in many respects, the true states-
man-like 1ing. The keynote of the
Speech is, ““ We want no centralisation.”
Of all districts of this State the province
which T represent has suffered most from
the effects of the policy of centralisation
pursued in the past; and, therefore, the
keynote of the Speech, as [ interpret it,
will be most welcome to every resident of
the distriet which I bave the honour
to represent. I want no centralisation.
The policy of previous administrators has
been to make all roads lead to the port
of Fremantle. What do we find as a
result of that policy?

of the Tawlers and East Murchison gold-
fields trade. Although the distance from
Geraldton to Lawlers is only 366 miles,
yet Fremantle, distant 632 wmiles from
the latter place, has gained the whole
of the trade of the Lawlers district.
Although Geraldton is 266 miles closer
to Lawlers than is Fremantle, yel Fre-
mantle has secured all the frade which
legitimately belongs to (leraldton. At
the present time Geraldton produce is
being conveyed to Lawlers »i¢ Fremantle
and Lecnora, a distance of 906 miles; it
is being conveyed to Menzies, a distance
of 820 miles from the Geraldton district,

‘although we have Lawlers only 366 miles

away, and Menzies only 480. T am glad
to think that we are likely to have a
change of policy in regard to centralisa-
tion. From His Excellency's Speech I
see that an aiendment of the Constitution
is contemplated, and I take it from what
1 bave read that the change is in the
direction of a reduction of the number of
wmembers of both Houses. When we
recollect that it is only two years ago
that the membership of this House was
incrensed from 20 to 30 members, and
that of the Assembly from 44 to 50
members, the question arises, what has
ccearred in the meantime to justify this
step on the part of the Government.

Hux. B. C. O'Briex: The establish-
meunt of the Federal Parliament.

How. J. M. DREW: Has our popula-
tion decreased sincé the former amend-
meunt, of the Constitntion Act? I have
gone into this matter, and 1 find that
not ooly has the population not decreased,
but that it has increased to the tune of
at least 20,000 souls. Has our wealth
depreciated ? It cannot be said that the
wealth of Western Australia has depre-
clated since the amendment of the Cou-
stitution was passed. The wealth of
Western Australia has increased enor-
mously since the Bill, giving an increase
of membership to both honses of Parlia-
went, was passed by the Legislature.
What then is the reason for this
intended reduction?  There is an ex-
cuse given, and it & that we bave
Federation now, and there is no
occasion 1o consequence to have such a
large number of members in the local
Legislature. I for one refuse to accept

That af the , that dictum. T have not such an cver-



