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A. E. Freeman is an American, born of
Seottish parents. As a young man he en-
tered the United States Navy and served
his time in submarines. He married a Vie-
toria Park girl and they have two excel-
lent children, Being trained as an elee-
trician, he went to firms who required elec-
tricians, He was asked, ‘‘Have you appren-
ticeship papers?'’ He replied, ‘*No, we do
not have them in the Navy, but give me a
job at anything to do with eleetricity or
electrical wiring and, if I cannot do it, give
me the sack in a week.”” He wasz not em-
ployed.

The last place he went to was the tele-
phone workshop in Lord-street, where one
of the workmen told him there was a va-
caney. There again he was asked for ap-
prenticeship papers and, when he gave the
same reply as before, he was told, “We will
let you know in due course.’”’ He was not
advised. Thai man was sent into the bush
to paint railway sheds or something of the
sort. On his return to Perth, I went to
gee him and undertook to speak to the Min-
ister. He replied, ‘Thanks, do not do that.
I am fed up and am going home. I have
tried and tried but have been unsuccessful,
so am going to take my wife and two child-
ren with me.”” He and four others simi-
larly situated left for the United States
on a tanker the week before last, and we
shall not see them or their dependants
again,  Thus there have been lost to this
country several valnable citizens in the
making. This is one matter I would
earnestly commend to the Minister’s atten-
tion. I did have a talk with the American
Clonsul and he .nformed me that there
were quite a number of these men return-
ing to the United States. Some of them ave
doing ordinary pick and shovel work until
o chance comes to join one of their own
hoats and take their dependants fto
America. Such people are too valuable for
us to lose.

His Excellency’s speech contains the fol-
lowing paragraph:—

In order to expedite the settlement of ex-
gervicemen on the land, it has been decided

to supplement the Commonwenlth-State agree-
ment by a collateral State scheme.

I have no wish to discuss details of the
scheme, but the blocks to be made avail-
able to these men are now being cleared and
improved and put into a fit condition for
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them to oceupy. This work is being don
by five or six workmen and possibly a fore
man, That is not the way to make thes
holdings available guickly to the returne
men, The way to do it is to put all th
men at work on one block and get i
cleared in a week or a fortnight, Then, in
stead of the soldier settler having to wai
week after week, or month after month, wi
shall be able to get him settled on his hold
ing promptly, I saw this exemplified many
yeais ago when I was interested in farming
at Bruce Rock. The late W, N, Hedges hac
a ten-thousand acre block te be cleared. H:
brought 130 Italian workmen from the
woodline to eclear it. By team work the)
cleared those 1,000-acre blocks in aboul
three weeks. That would be a better metho(
of _clearing land and making blocks avail
able quickly. It would not cost any mor:
than the present method, becanse so muel
18 paid per man-hour for the work that i
done and it matters not whether it is spread
over six months or is done in a week,

The Minister for Lands: What we are
endeavouring to do is to bring the bulldoze
into action.

Mr. READ: Tt should be in aetion. We
shounld take advantage of this modern ma-
chinery. Those are a few of the maiters
which I wish to brineg under the notice of
the Ministers concerned. One of my prin-
cipal requests is for action to relieve the
distressed residents of Vietoria Park in the
matter of sewerage. One section of Vietoria
Park is already reticulated and the deep
drainage i= available but althongh we hove
been promised connections for many vears
past the houses are not yet linked up with
the system. There are 1,100 houses past
which the deep druinage goes, but they are
not connected. We therefore have the spec-
tacle of possibly ten houses in one street
that arc sewered while five other houses nve
not. They still have the filthy pan system,
whieh is so detrimental to the health of the
people, especially during the sammer when
flies are prevalent. T ask the Minister con-
cerned to take that matter in hand.

MR. MURRAY (Bunbury)} [8.23]: T join
with previous speakers in eongratulating
you, Bir, on your elevation to your high
office, I am confident vou will display both
dignity and impartiality in. the discharge
of your responsibilities. T also tender my
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congratulations to the Chairman of Commit-
tees and to all members of the Ministry. [
support the member for Beverley in stres-
sing the wide concern regarding our trans-
port serviees. Any Government which
denies the people the vight to use the most
efficient and economical form of transport
denies to the people the right to compete
on an equitable basis in the world's markets,
I believe the future progress and develop-
ment of the State will be governed to a
great extent by our making full use of
modern transport, and privale enterprise
must be allowed its full share. Government
monopoly of transport will retard rather
than promote development and if past his-
tory is taken as a guide, will add further
hurdens to the taxpayers., Review should
nlso be made’ of which class of traffic should
he left to motor transport and which re-
tained and catered for hy rail.

His Excellency indicated that.large sums
of money were to be spent on the railways.
No Government in my opinion is justified
in spending large sums of money on the
rehabilitation of the railways if the expen-
difure is to be used as a rod to force' the
people into using an uneconomic and in-
efficient transport service, With modern
transport development we must also have
efficient outports. Whilst I cannot claim teo
he an engineer or to have the knowledge of
my friend the member for Albany, who has
made a lifelong study of this matter, I feel
that with the fulflment of the plan out-
lined by the member for Northam in Bun-
‘bury last October, Bunbury will have a port
worthy of the rich hinterland which it serves.
But ip carrying out those plans I would
sugoest that two items should he dealt with
immediately.  First, there is the provision
of two berths to cater for vessels of =
draft of 27 ft. 6 inches, These will be
necessary for the handling of present avail-
able cargo.  Secondly, a matter of urgent
importance to harbour development 1s the
open-eut suggested abhove Turkey Point.

Members are probably not sufficiently
versed in the geography of that part of the
State to kpow where that point is, but the
memhber for Northam will know. Opn that
cut depends the suecess or failure of over-
coming the siltage problem, which has re-
sulted in redacing the efficient serviee at
the powt, hlocking the estuary to pleasure
cralt and fishing vessels and to a large
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degree in being responsible for the heavy
yearly fooding at Glen Iris and Leschenauli.
This flooding has resulted in heavy losses
to the settlers each year. The member for
Victoria Park has just told ms ahout fowls
roosting on .boards, The fowls at Leschen-
ault and Gler Iris were not so fortnnate;
they finished up somewhere near Caje
Naturaliste. It j5 the urgent responsibilily
of the Government to proceed with the
erection of levees and the drainage of this
area to ensure that the settlers shall not
again be faced with these tragic losses.

Grave concern is felt in my electorate over
fishing. Commercial and net fishers appear
fo have an open go. Nets have been strung
across the Collie River while the bream arve
on the move towards the estuary. The result
iy that sporting fsh are denied to our sport-
ing fishermen, In the harbour at Bunbury
itself, or adjacent thereto, net and commer-
cial fishers are allowed to string their nets
too close to the entrance of the harbour,
with the result that the incomirfyr fish are
turned away and the people who appreciate
sporting fish have to go without. If action
1s not taken to prevent this T am afraid
that Bunbury tourists will soon have to look
elsewhere for fishing grounds and that will
be a scrious loss to the town's ceonomy.

Having very briefly traversed those mat-
texs, I pass now to industry. We ave indeed
fortunate in this State that we have had
very litile serious industriali unrest.  But
while that is so, there is distinet evidenee
of a feeling of disquiet in indusiry, which
should not be hastily disregarded. On all
sides we hear a ery for inereased produc-
tion., I believe that full produclion goes
hand in hand with full employment and I
regret that many of our most vocal advo-
cates of inereased production o not under-
stand that this cannet be .maintained unless
we solve two problems: industrial harmony

and restorafion of incontive emplovees.
This 1s not just o qguestion of wages
and conditions which can be solved by

the Arbitration Court.  Real harmony and
restoration of incentive can only be achieved
by open and frank discussion of all associa-
ted problems by employers and emplovees
working as co-operators in  the promotion
of economie stahility.

" From the employers there must be a ve
coguition of (he faet that the workers and
in using the word “workers” 1 mean all
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those who Jabour with their hands and
Lraing i the preduiiion and - distribation
ot gooels— 2ive o vital part in our industrial,
socigl and eeonome stracture; and from the
employees we must luve a recognition that
ihe only ol basis for foll employment
lies i an  expuhcling prosperons  private
citterprise atd o frank recognition by carh
that the interest- ol hoth are not opposed.
Those seem to nie tu be principles which
should prove sueecesslul in bringing s
closer to a complete selution of these prob-
lems. T {ully realise that eannot be brought
about by legislation, Dut it is the duty of
all members of this Honge to endeavonr to
contribide their foll share towards this end,
The first gestnre musl vome from the em-
ployer=; l'ov, aftey il they awn the busi-
ness,

In introducing this subject, T saifd it was
not a matter of wages or cenditions which
can be granted by ihe Arbiteativn Court.
On acvouyt of ils importance, this may he
further explained.  The disquict and the
Inck of ineentive an imdustry  today  are
goveruwe] by two Faclers,
the responsibility of the Commonwealth
Govermuent nzinely, hizh taxztion. The
othey ix that omplovers have in the map—or
perhaps T should say the great majority of
emplovers have—adoptad the prineiple that
the awarls of the Aviitration Court are the
maximum that me o Ne paid  to their em-
plovees irresjeelive of whether  those em-
ployees are zood, had v idifferent workers
i the indastey ecenverned,  This has unfor-
tunately ulso heen apu'izd in eeard to map-
wins for <kill.  Harvely wien it cowes to ke
¢kill of an vmplovee the matter ig one that
should ventain for persons] wljustment on the
joh! Tiwe conrvt 2ives o warein for a trades-
man with the minimum of skill necessary to
earey ugt some pardieule lunetion, Nole
that T =aid (he miniman of skill, Thet is all
the eomrt enn sav anvthing aboat. I can-
not assess {he valne to lhe employer of i
expert iv the diffevent trade functions.

Hon. A, 1[I Panton: Beforve you get away
from that matier, there 1= nothing to pre-
veut an emplovey vivieg over the minimum.
i there? .

Me. MURRAY [ odid pat say ihat theye
was ansthing te step it T was drawing
stlention to e fael thal ie the  wnin
enplorvers doodopl that attibnde, The next
item in regard to, encouragemeni ol incen-

One of these is -

v
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tive comes back to nmenities, The member
for Forrest stressed one particular proh-
lem of the timber industry. He pointed
out what wag going Lo he the dire resuolts
ol overcuiting in his area. [ would sooner
have Leard. the hon. member siress the fact
that 91 many cases the employees jn thaf very
impaortant  indostry have  unsatisfactory
working conditions and very few amemtics.
Amenities, apain, are not somethine that
ean he assessed by the court.  The depree
of solation and other factors must be taken
into consideralion.

From the question of industry, 1 move
on to a <ubjeet which gives me some con-
cern as it afleets my clectorate.  The mem-
her for North-Eaxt Fremantie said that if
a member of a board was appointed for a
term of vears;, and was not re-appointed at
the end of that period, he had to suffer the
stigma of having heen sacked. I am sorry
I ecannot agree with the hon, member on
that point. I would hate to think that was
an established principle. 1 understand that
the rearon for n time limit on the ap-
pointment of hoard membery is to cnable
them to be dropped from such boards with-
out jneurring the stioma of having been
sacked. T said earlier that this matier con-
cerns my clecturate,  In thuat electorate we
have the Bunbury Huarbour Board. Tt eon-
sists of five members of whom two ean
riehtly e¢laim to he representatives of the.
users of the port. I refer to the chairman
of the bhoard and the secretary of the
Walerside Workers” Union. Thore two have
Jnst cause to he un the board,

The other three gentlemen—and they are
gentlemen and worthy citizens of Bunbury
—have no justification tor ‘heing on the
board heeause they do not represent the
users of the port, In fairness to whoever
may have recommended them for the posic
tion, perhaps when they were recommended
there were vircwstances which fitted them
for inclusion on the hoard. If that is so,
T feel that they would have heen doing
justice to whoever recommended them if
they  had rvetired when they no  longer
had the slightest vestige of cloim to,remsin
on the board, T hope, despite what the mem-
Bber for Norih-Euast Fremantle savs on the

suhjecd, that when by offluxion of time the

term of oflice of the-e three men expires they
will he rveplaced by ofhers whoe  delinitely
represent the wsers ol the port irrespective
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of politiea] affiliations, with which I am not
concerned. I am concerned with representa-
tion of the users of the port.

I have not spoken for very long, and I do
not intend to take up mueh more of the
House’s time, but it did strike me, as a new

member, that members on the oppdsite side.

should have produced political serap-books.
I have brought one with me, and I say to
members that if they have not got copies of

this, I think they are still procurable. This
particular document in my scrap-book
states—

The Wise Labour Government stands high
with the Chifley Labour Government, and has
sectired, and will secure, a greater measure of
financial assistance for its national plans than

any Libergl-com-Country Democratic League .

Gavernment could possibily seeure.

That statement is ome of two things. It is
either frue or it is not true. If it is true, it
casts a grave reflection on two high bhodies
in Australia, namely, the Commonwesalth
Grants Commissiop and the Loan Couneil,
If it is the reverse of true, then it amounts
to a kind of pelitical blackmail.

On motion by Hon. E. Nulsen, debate
adjourned. .

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

. THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A. F.
Watts—Katanning): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
4.30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 19th August,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 8.42 p.m.

Megislative Cmmeil.
Tuesday, 19th August, 1947.

Tace
Address-in reply, filth day ... . 201

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day,
Debate resumed from the 13th Augnst.
1107
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HON. E. M. EEENAN (North-East)
[4.33] : In supporting the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply, I should
like to join with other members in ex-
pressing sympathy with our President in
his severe illness. T also join with them
in the hope that he will soon be fully re-
stored to good health. I am pleased to be able
to report that I saw him on Sonday and,
judging by his appearance, he is well on
the road to recovery and should be with us
again in two or three weecks’ time.

I should like to add my congratulations
to the three new members. Mr, Logan
made a very creditable beginning in mov-
ing the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply, and I am sure we are all
quite satisfied that he will aequit himself
well in this House. Mr, Boylen will be a
valnable aequisition to this Chamber. He
has lived on the Goldfields practically all
his lifetime and is well aequainted with
the needs of the vast provinee he repre-
sents. He has an exeellent record of pub-
lic service on the Goldfields, and I am sure
that he also will prove to be a great asset
to the Chamber. Mr. Davies, too, eomes to
us with a very fine record, and his know-
ledge, particularly of industrial matters,
should be of great assistance to us.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What abouf Mr.
Latham¢

Hon. E. M, HEENAN: T am giad that
I have heen prevented from overlooking
our friend, Mr. Latham. He is not in the
same category as the three gentlemen to
whom I have referred, because he 15 a
capable parliamentarian well known to all
of us, and I should not iike to miss the
opportonity of ineluding him in the wel-
come to new members. Qur late highly
respeected member, Mr. Drew, is missed by
all the old members of this House., The
State and this House in partieular are the
poorer for his loss. However, we are
pleased to have the memory of one who
certainly maintained the highest standard
that can he expected of a public man. His
regord should he a fine and enduring ex-
ample to all.

His Execellency’s Speeeh this year
seemed somewhat longer than usual, but
in spite of this, it was disappointing to
note that there was only a short reference
to the goldmining industry., 1 earnestly
hope that this brief reference cannot



