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If the Government would establish some of
these settloments, it wounld prove to the people
how profitable an industry this is. To pro-
duce currants in Western Australia costs
about half what it does in Mildura and
South Austrdlia. The cost of planting in
this State 1s less than half what it is in
these other places, and the price of land hers
suitable for the purpose is less than £5 an
neres as compared with £30 an acre over
there.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Give ws vour idea about
.smail holdinzs of 80 acres,

Mr. PIESSE: That matter has heen so
frequently discussed in this Chamber that we
become weary of the subject, Does the hon,
member refer to group scttlements?

My, Q'Loghlen: I am thinking of your dis-
triet.

Mr, PIESSE: There is no hetter district
than the Toodyay for the small holder. Land
i eonstantly changing hinds  there, and
numerous smatll holdings are being  estab-
lished.

Mr, O’Loghlen:
small farms?

AMr, PIESSE: YWe have been told that the
Buckland estate has not veceived the patron-
age the Government expected for it

Mr, Underwood: The puvehase priee was
too high,

Mr. P1IESSE: The reason is that the hobld-
irgs are too small, namecly abott G0 acres
ench., My adviée to the Government hias al-
ways been to subwlivide into holdings of net
less than 100 zeres.

Mr. Mann: For vine growing?

Mr. PTESSE: The holdings should not be
lese than 100 acres for vine growing, so that
the settler may embark upon the dairying in-
dustry as well. IHad the State been cut into
Iarger holdings it wonld have been better for
all concerned. 1 know of one maan, however,
who has done exceedingly well upon a holding
of 84 acres. He lives in the Toodyay district,
In the course of the last 14 years he has been
able to place to his credit over a thousand
pounds. He is prodvcing trussed hay and
oals for raeing stables, Ilc i3 now ineraas-
ing the size of his orchard nnd is doing well.
I am a small-holding man, Se¢ttlers should
do well with 100 or 200 acres in 4 sunitable
locality. What more could man desire than
.2 comfortablec home, paid for in full, and
proceeds sufficient to keep himself and his
family? So long as 1 am a member of this
Chamber my slogan will be ‘‘water, water,
water’' for the wheat belt. When we can
get water into the wheat belt we should have
an immensely improved position in this State.

What is the size of these

Mr., HUGHES (East Perth) [8.10]: Tt
has been said to-night that we ought to he
fair. It is time¢ the Couniry Parly govern-
ment administering the State meted out jus-
tiec to the metropolitan area. As they are
nominated by the Country Party executive,
everything they do is for the country areas,
No regard is nad for the requirements of the
metropolitan area.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr, Latham: You are getting a)l the
frimways yow want,
My, Clydesdale:

about?

Mr, A, Thomson: You got the Como tram-
Way.

Mr. HUGHES: The Premier informed a
deputation that the Lord street-Maylands
tramway extension would be built. This was
like some of the jobs he promised the unem-
pioyved; if they lived long cnough, they
would probably get them.

Capt. Carter: The member for North-East
Fremantle satd to-night the Govermment wore
doing too much in the matter of water sop-
phy.

AMlr, HUGHES: 1u the metropolitan area?

Capt. Carter: Yes.

My, HUGHES: The
lave misunderstood him,

Capt. Carter: You were not in the House.

Mr. HUGHES: I doubt if the bhon, mem-
her would take the view that the Government
were doing too mueh in the matter of water
supplies.

Capt. Carter: The wmember for North-East
Fremantle said that. ‘I'here is no cohesion in
vourr ranks. You nre not pulling together,

Mr. RUGHES: Perhaps we are not s
well disciplined as some of the parties in this
House. The Speech said that a large propor-
tion of the deficit was due to loss on the
railway workings, and that the gross profif
from the railways was £675,517. If we in-
clude intevest, £766,000, and contributions to
sinking fund, £126,000, we find a deficit on
railway working of £216,483. The Commis-
sioner of Railways has furnished the House
with a tabulated statment showing fon wmile-
ape statisties for varions years, The ton
mileage is shown for various classes of mer-
chandise carried over the railways, amd the
average carnings are shown as 2,02 per mile.
The high vates rvefer to passeuger traffic, and
the lowest to fertilisers. The rate per ton
mile on tertilisers is 53, slightly over 4d.
per ton per mile.  This is 114d. below the
average rate, or 23 per eent. of the wormal
rafe whieh ghould Dbe charged for freights,
The ton mileage of fertilisers earried {during
the year was 15,732,837. The allowance
vhich has been made to farmers on that item
amounts to £98,000. Then we have the item,
wheat, The average rate for this is 1.2, The
ton mileaye for the year is 40,652,597, That
is practically 1d. per ton per mile below the
average rate, or a saving to the farmers om
that secount of £17335,000.

Mr. A. Thomson: And what is the next
heaviest tonnage.

Mr. HUGHES:
thi: rates.

Mr. A. Thomson:

What are you talking

hon. member nust

I am dealing new with
The other does not suit

you,

Mr., HUGHES: I will read the whole re-
turn, if the hon. member desires it The
whole return is an indication of concessions
given to Lhe agrieultural industry.

Mr. Clydesdale: How does it compare with
the other States?
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Mr. HUGHES: Very badly.

The Minister for Mines: What do you sug-
gest?

Mr. HUUGHES: Tf the Minister will pos-
sess himself in patience for a while, I will
tell him. Those twe items of concession to
farmeérs in  railway freights amount to
£233,000, or £17,000 merc than the actual
shortage on railway working. 1 am not ene
of those who are hostile to the farming in-
dustry. I know very well that the farming
industry is cssential to the State. [ agree
that struggling farmers should be given every
pessible assistance,

Mr. Latham: How are vou going to dis-
criminate !

Mr. HUGHES: § would go further than
the hon. member interjecting,  We have heard
gquite a lot abent the man who 18 blazing the
track in the agricuttural areas. But there
are men out biazing the track as well ag the
agriculturists. | cousider that the labourers
who do the vlenring sre pioncers just as weh
as the farmer who owns the property.

Mr. Latham: Adwmittedly so.

Mr. HUGIHES: Tbere are certainly some
farmers whe vseed all the asgistance that the
State can give them, but there must be n
buge nmnber of prosperons farmers as well,

Mr. Latham: Do you know many of them?

Mr. HEGHES: Yes; the hon. member in-
tarjecting is one.

Mr. Lathum; We know one of them whe
is attached to your party, and who is very
presperous indeed.

Hon. P. Collier:
all poor?

Mr. HUGHES: [T helieve that if we could
afford it, we would all be wise to have farms.
To show the depree of prosperity exsasting
amongst the farmers, one has only to turn up
the incowe tax statisties, The wage worker
and tbe salaried man, including the men an
the highest salaries, pavy on an average in-
come of £225 a vear. Yet the average in-
come of farmers is £339, or two and a half
times the average income of wage workers
and salaried men.

Mr. A, Thomson: What a prosperous com-
mnnity we are.

Mr, HGGHES: Tt pgoes to shaiv that,
whilst there are seme struggling farmers in
the State, a large number no doubt, there
must alse be o considerable number of pros-
perous farmers, in order to get an average
income 50 large relatively to the average in-
come of wage workers and sailaried men,

id you think we were

Mr. Underwood: Why den't the wage
workers take farms?
Mr. HUGHES: It is not everyene whao

can be suwecessful on a farm. I believe the
hon. member, while on a farm, made a salary.
I may ask what the hon. memher has done
with the farm? The income tax figures
stow that the farmers are heeoming more
prosperous from year to year. The average
ficures for the last three years are £349, £356,
and £539, showing an average increase in two
vears of £00. In view of these figures there
shonld be a reconsideration of the method of
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giving assistance to struggling farmers. A
farmer who is earning £10 per week, after
having been helped to prosperity by the
State, should pay the proper freights over
the railways, The time has gone when that
man is entitled to ask of the metropoliian
area and other parts of the State quarter
rates for railway carringe, I believe the bulk
of the prospersus farmers waould realise the
justice of that eclaim,

Capt. Carter: Put that up to conference
ated sce how yvou get an.

Ar. BUGUES: 1t is time there was n
little comsideration for the metropolitan area
from the farming ¢ommanify, The member
for York (Mr, Latham) asked how the neces-
sary diserimination could be effoeted, T hold
thut it would be eusy to give cvoncession rates
to these farmers whost ineomes are below a
cortain amount. Lt woull be an casy matter
for the Commissioncr of Taxation to jssue to
a farmer a certificate stating that his incoma
for the previous year had been less than, say,
€3 per week. The farmer then, on consigning
or reeetving goods, could produce that certi-
ficate to the Railway Department and so ob-
tain the reduceldl rate. Or a bonus could be
given to the farmer at the end of the year
if his income had been below a certain amount.
Surely there iv suflicient ingenunity in Min-
isters, nr else in their staffs, to devise ways
andl meany ef granting sueh a concession to
fariners who need it, instead of pursuing the
present plan of granting the concession to
every tarmer, whether he bhe one like Mr,
Hedges, with 23,000 geres and a tremendous
income, or a struggling farmer,

The Minister tor Mines: Yoo are building
np u nice lot of trouble for the next Minister
for Railways,

Mr. HUGHES: After the general clection
the new Minister for Railways will deal with
the matter.

The Minisfer for Mines: Bot T do not think
you should make his task guile so hard.

Mr, HUGHER: it does not gpeak well for
tho ingenuity of Ministors it they cannot solve
a little prohlem like that. There is one matier
of vital importance to the inetropolitan aren to
which the Governer’s Speech makes no refer-
enee, although a Government supporter en-
deavoured to pallinte the omission by alluding
to the subject. In the metropolitan area we
are suffering from one thing in particular, and
that is a severe epidemic of extreme Jand-
orilism.  Thronghout the city and the sulme-
ban arens there has heen an cpidemic vf rent
raising, Tn order to show the extent of it, an:d
the avarice of the averaze landlord, T vhail
give the Honse the benefit ¢f one particolar
ase which has eome under my uotice, T refer
to the serics of shops knnown as Baird’s Ar-
cade, in the cenire of the ¢ityv. This is a
tvpical ¢age. As hen. memhers sno doubt ware
aware, Bairl’s Arcade is simply a lean-to
placred on each side of the patsage from Hay-
street to Muorray-street. 1t is snbdivided, not
by proper walls, but simply hy partitions about
Gft. high, separating shop from shop. Recently
this yproperty was purchased hy Brennans,
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Ltd., who are nothing morc or less than Mr.
James Brennan trading under that name, For
what purposre he go trades | do not know, but
1 will give some information which may en-
lighten hon, members on the subject. My, Bren.
nan has seen fit to tarn himself into a limitad
liahility company.

The Minister for Minps:
his health, probabhly.

Mr. HUGHES: |

For the good of

think it worth while
to  read out the list of shareholders.
The company is divided into 63,000 £1
shares, of which James Brennan owns
33,500, Mrs. Bremnan 6,250, and eight
little Bremnanz a total of 18,750 bhe
tween them.  Mr. Bresnan and his wife and
eight children, out of the 63,000 shares, own
55,500, Then there is one Lovell holding 2,000
shares, and one Ahern and one eans, owning
1,000 eacly, and one Burkitt who owns 500
shares. Oaly 4,500 of the shares are not held
by Mr. Brennan himself, or his wife, or hisg
children. The articles or assoeiaticn provide
that at a meeting of sharcholders there shall
be one vote one share. So that Mr. Brenuan,
with his personal 33,500 votes, has a majority.

The Minister for Mines: That is better than
the mayor of Perth.

Mr. HUGHES: Mr. Brennun has more than
half the shares, but, to make denbly sure, the
artieles of association provide that he <hall
exercise the votes for the eight children. Thus
there is no chance whatever of any other
sharcholder having a say. Mr. Brennan pur-
chased Baird's Arcade for £48,000, and im-
mediately notified the tenants of altered com-
ditionus. One lady was oeeupying thres win-
dows, for which she paid a weekly rental of
30s. cach, or £4 10s. in all. He notified her
that in future her rent would be £4 for each
window, or £12 per week. Thus her rent was
raised at ome swoop from £4 10s. per week to
£12. Further, notwithstanding the faet that
the lady had been eight years in the husiness
and had worked wp o geodwill, notwithstand-
ing the faet of her having been eight years
a tenant, he called upon her to pay an ingoing
of £100 per window.

Mr. Clydesdale: Did she show any profit?

Mr. Stublbs: Ts vour information correet?

Mr. HUGHES: 1 can verify it for the hon,
member if he eares to be at the trouble.

The Minister for Mines: Would von discusgs
the matter with Mr. Brennan?

Mr. BUGHES: T did diseuss it with him,
and he gaid it was time Bolsheviks Jike me gob
out of the country. The only reply T could
give to that was, ““You are an lrishmag, and
I have often wondered why my arcestors used
to deal so harshly with landlords, hut vou have
furnished me with the information.”” Now,

had Mr. DBrennan suceeeded in getting
his ingeing and his rentals, the terms
of the new leases were to be £4 per

window on the western side and £3 per
wihdow® on the eastern fide, with ingoings
of £100 per window on the western side, and
of £75 por window on the eastern side. Ilad
that little game come off, Mr. Brennan would
have reeeived hack the total amount expended

JASSEMBLY. |

in parchase money, £48,000, in four years’
time by means of the rentals and inzolng.
Furely a lamdlord who wants to invest 45,000
m ity propecty amnd aiims at getting back the
whole of his eapital vost in four years, i» an
extremist in the most extreoie rense.  Surely
firere should be some law to proteet tenants
from esploitation of that deseription. My,
Brennan's deal did not c¢omc off. Some of
the tenants interviewed me and we held a
mecting to discuss the position. [ saw Mr.
Brennan and, as the law was all on his side,
the only thing we conld do was o tell him
that if he did mot adept & moere reasonuble
attitude we weuld work up an  agitation
srnfust m and his husiness.  Affer o long
discussion he agreed to forego the ingoing
and the levy of £100 per window; but e was
not going to do anything more. After fur-
ther negotiations, however, in the conrse of
which tle ienants stood firm, we finhllr got
him to reduce the rent to £3 Js. per window
on the western side and to £2 155, on the
eastern side. It must be remembered that all
the tenants T refer to are struggling for a
living in a small way. Five or six of them
are returned soldiers, for whom Mr, Brennan
was most solicitous. Even with the redueed
charges | have quoted, Mr. Idrennan will vet
a return of between 17 and 20 per cent. pro-
fit, and within a space of five or six vears he
will get back the whole of his £43,000. Suvely
it i3 time this House took some aelion to save
tenants from ramps of this character!

Hon. P. Collier: Rents throughout the
city have been going up i the same way and
the public have Lo pay n the long run,

Mr. TUGHES: \While Brennan’s is the
worsi  ecase—if Jhon. members are doubtful
ahout tke fizures, anyv one of the tenants oe-
cupying shops in the areade will show them
what sort of accommodation they get for the
money they have to pay—we should rememn-
her we have a remedy.  Every decent minded
person shonld pass by Brennan’s windows, A
man who is not fair and square should not
goet publie support at all.  That wounld put
such pcople in a reasonable frame of mind.
With the law on their side, they take ad-
vantage of their position and squeeze peopie
out of their living, destroying businesses
which have taken years to bulld up. A little
further down Hay-street another business man
was paying £33 per week. plus rates and
tnaxes, for a mere shell. Eighteen months be-
fore the espiration of his lease he was in-
formed that he wounld be given a renewal. Ile
was put off from time to time, however, until
a month hefore the lease expired he was in-
formed that his rent would be inereased to
£45 per weck, plus rates and taxes. The re-
sult of the rapucity of that landlord is that
the tenant, after working for 23 vears in
Woetern Australia, is praerically ruined hbe-
eaunse of the exorbithnt demands made upon
him. That man went fo {he pollfields in the
earlv davs and as a result of his lahours,
saved £5 0, e horrowed another £3,000 to
invest in the business in Hay-street and he
has Dbeen working hard te keep his family
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going. After all this, hy is confronted with
ruin. trawut the coricre there is another pro.
perly- an hen. awember of the Legislative
Council 15 cozeerued in this—ansl the rent has
been ruised {com £3 108, to £5 per week, A
Jittle turther on there i3 a chemist whose rent
has been raised from E£16 to £24 per week,
and in Murrav-street the rent of a warchouse
has been inereased fromw £20 to £10 per week.

Mr. Stubbe: 1 don’t kanew how they can
stamld jt.

Hon, 1. Collicr:  The money that peopie
have (o jay {ar the increased rent is addald to
the prive of goods

Mr. HUVGIIES:  Peaple who are running
simalb lawsineseses are Dol apeezed  ont of
existence.  Most of them are doing little bet-
ter fhan gettiug a deeent living, and with the
increased rentals they will be deprived of
their hesinesses, I Baird s Arende one man,
who was a erippled returned soldier, had to
go. He had invested all bis woney i the
businers 'nt the takings wonld not wavrant
his paying the increazer rent, and he had to
Jose all.

Mr. Manu: Are vou referring to a con-
fectioner?

Mr, HUGHES: Yes.

Mr. Mann: He sold out very well.

Mr. HUGHES: 1t was a foreed sale.

If we ge oui into the suburhs we find that,
owirg to the war period, and the action of
the {rovermment in ceasing to cerect workers'
homes, there is a shortaze in house accommo-
dation, and property owners who have dwel-
lings to lease have mnot been slaw to take
advantage of the positwon by Inercasing renis,
When 1 cane to Perth in 1911 1 had to find
a house for the accommaodation of my people.
Hounses were =0 scaree that in order to scenre
one at the nottom of Adelaide-lerrace I have
to pay a week's rent in advauce to get pos-
segsion = the property, | hald to pav 17s
6d. per week rent, which was considered
enormous in those dags. [ made inquiries at
the same house a few days age and T areer-
tained that the rent is now 27s. G, per week.
T also ascertained that the lady, who is
occupying the house at present, had to pay
£60 ingoing. The house was advertised to
Jet and the advertisemient set out that the
tenant shouldd buy the furniture, which was
valued at £60, The lady tnld me that she
took over £30 worth of furniture, and, in
effect, had to pay £20 for the key for the
privilege of taking the house at a rental of
27s. Gd. per week! During the last 12 vears
the only repairs (o the house were repre-
sented by the expenditure of hetween £10
anil £29 for painting. When [ spoke about
the exorbitant charge for ingoing, I was in-
formed that it was a eomparatively cheap
house, considering the others that had heen
offered to her. Hon, members represeniing
metropolitan constituencies know that these
cases ean be verified and that there are many
such eases on record,  There are many in-
stanees of oxtrome landlordism that can be
verified. Right in the keart of my own elec-
torate there are several lerraees, each eom-
prising seven or eight houses, the frontage
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for each house being 15 fect. Tem Years ago
the reint was fixed at ¥s. a week, and for those
premizes now the accupanis have tu pay from
ios, te ¥8%, 4 week, The bunllerds absalusely
refuse {0 do anvthiugz in the shape of repairs
tu those bulldings, Fne untortunate oceu-
pants are compellsl to take the howses Dbe-
cause they are the «cheapest available, al-
though they are foreed to pay 18s. for hoeuses
thut sho ld he condimned by the mnnicipal
authoritivs at onee,  When the Premier, in
reply 10 o qitestion, intermed the House that
it was nwet ioe intention of the Government
to bring torward legistation to set np a fair
rents conrt, he showed o tetal disreganl for
the urgent reguiremeits of 1he metropalitan
arca. Not only in the eity fut in the =ubur-
han treay, rack renting Inndlonds are making
the position anlearable tor people. The time
has arrivedl when  rhe Government  shonld
bring forward legislation to place some re-
strictions upon lundlords, bLecanse just npow
there 19 a temporary Iuitding boom. We have
heunl a fot about inability te secure the scr-
vices of bricklavers snd artisans generally in
the building trade. Within the fast 12 months
S0 per et of those enpaged in the buidlding
frades have boen anenploved,

Mr. AL Thoemson: That is nonsense,
cunhol prove it

Mr. HUGHES: We can prove the state
meat, Within the last 12 or 18 wmonths 1
introdueed a deputatien fo the Premier, [t
way representative of Lhe building teades, We
appealed to him to muke morve money avail-
able for (he erectioin of workers' homes in
the meiropolitan area to grive some relief to
those men.  To-duy tie building trade is
excesdinghy netive, in congopuepce of which
if the tiovernment recommenced the ercetion
of sworkers' homes here, they would not be
able to find labour to go on with the work
immediately. Enowing that  there 15 no
possililily of getting relief by wuy of in-
ereasod housing secommadiition to meet the
city "~ requirements for the next 19 vears at
least, it is the duty of the Government, in
fairness to the people of the metropolitan
area, to impose restrictions which will protect
peeple from the ravages of unfair landlord-
ism. There is one other matter that présses
very heavily on those who rent premises. [
refrr to the method the municipal authorities
are ohfiged te adopl in  levying  rates,
For manv vyears we¢ have been advocat-
ing an alteration i the rating system
from the Improved to  fhe unnimproved
hasia,  Evervone secms to be in favour of the
propossid alteration, A1l the mmnieipal coun-
cila are W favonr of the ajterotion, and overy
member of Parlinment | have spoken to i3
frvourahle.  We eannot seeure redress, linw-
ever, because the Government absolutely re-
fuze to introduee a small amendment to the
Municipalities Aet. The unfortunate citizen
of Perth is Letween the devil apd the deep
sed, vhat with landierds on one side and the
inpiciral aonthorities on the other.  fu mak-
ing up their annval assessments the municipal
avthorities tuke the annunal rental rabne, the
total rent for the year and, after making

You
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certain deductions, allow the balance as the
annual value. So, if the landlord raises the
rent, the next time the municipal valuer
eomes round he raises the valuation. Directly
that is done, the landlord finds an inerease in
hig rating, and he immediately raises the rent
to meet it; with this difference, that if the
increase in the rates amounts to 3d. per week,
he puts up the rent hy one or twe shillings.
So we get n continual see-saw between the
municipality and the landlord, while the un-
fertunate tenant suffers. [ have an invita-
tion fo attend a deputation asking fer a tram-
way extension to the Church Lands estate, hut
I must tell the people who invited we, and
the member for Iecderville (Capi. Carter),
that [ Jdo not think the propnsed line is war-
rauted.  There are others wore urgently
needed.

Capt. Carter: In your clectorate!

Mr. HUGHES: True. The most urgently
requived ling is the extension from  Lord-
street up through Maylands. Behind the Mt
Lawley station, right along to the Peninsnla,
there is an enormous population.  Yet be-
tween 9 aom, and 12 noon theve are hut two
trains from Maylands to Perth., [t means
that those people are practically without
transport facilitics.

Capt. Carter: Yon requive, not a tramway,
bnt to see the Minister for Rpilways, and ask
for more frains,

The Mipister for Mines: | think he ve-
quires to see beyond the bhoundaries of his
awn clectorate.

M LHOGITES: Froam MO Lawley, where
the Minister lives—he is fortunate enough to
bt independent of hoth trains gand trams—
efter & o’cloek there is no train until four
minutes to 10, the vext being at 11,16, There
is we othor until 12 noon. With practieally
no tram serviee, ib wmeans that the people pre
most gerieusly ineonvenienced.

tapt, Carter: How far is it :iteross to the
Inglewood oxtension?

Mr. HUGHES: ¥From the Deninsula, o
couple of miles.
Capi. Carter: But from the principal resi

dential avea it is less than a mile.

Mr. HUGHES: T do not begrudge the hon.
member his tram line, if he ecan get it, but
what 1 believe he will get is merely a promise.

The Minister for Mines: What are you to
have as an election stunt if you get cvery-
thing now?

Mr. HUGHES: I'or the election we could
write a little brochure of the history of the
Minister,

The Minister for Mines: You could publish
that, but we could not publish a true one
about you.

My. HUGHES: Neo, it would not be spicy
enough to make good reading. I am sure we
eonld compile a good brochure on the Minis-
ter. His photegraph on the front page in the
attitude of a tumbler would make the brochure
sell well.

The Minister for Mineg: I could easily
deseribe what you would look like.

[ASSEMBLY.]

My, HUGHES: Probably the Minister
would wait until I got outstde,

The Minister for Mines: No, I should pre-
fer to say it while you were here.

Mr. IIUGHLES: 1 remember the time when,
perhaps, I should have had the Minister on
my side. I reeall when he and Senator
Pearee, addressing a meeting in Lane-street,
Boulder, said—T am not prepared to state
which one said if—that the man who took
rent was & thief. It shows what envireonmend
will do. I ¢an remember as a boy 11 years
of age attending the first political meeting
addressed by the Minister. 1 believe he had »
long period of wnemployment at about that
fime,

My, Marshall: Was that the time he went
ta sleep by the engine?

My, HUGHES: [ believe it was,

Hon, PP, Collier: It was o very eold night.

Mr. iITUGHES: There was a time, when |
thotght much better of the Minister than 1
ifo toaday.

The Minister for Mines: I am not likely to
lose any sleep over what vou think of me.

Mr. HUUIMES: XNo, the hon. member ix
past caring what anybody thinks.

The Minister for Mines: T should not call
vou anyhody.

Mr. JICDGHES: A man with such a politi-
cal past has to be pretty strong in his re-
sistanee to public opinion.  Only the other
day a man was telling me of 2 country where
thexr deal stringently with politicians—stand
them against the wall and shoot them. I tolil
him sueh a method would be of no use in this
State, becnuse the bullets would not be strong
enough.

M. A,
vou!

Mr. ITUGILES: In view of the wretched
railway serviee, it is time the Government
launehed out on a policy of tramway cx-
tension. Generally the people have to walk,
and in consequence the railways lose a lot
of revenue. The Minister, of course, has a
car, one of the rewards for giving up the
making up of wild statements, such as he
aceuses me of doing.

The Minister for Mines: I will give you a
ridde home sometimes, if yoon hehave yourself,
but it will be in the back seat, for I would
not have yon with me in front

Mr, HUGHES: I will lose nothing by being
kept out of the Minister’s company.

Mr. Angelo: This is not unlike a game of
tennis.

Mr. HUGHES: Tt is time the Government
di¢@ something for the metropolitan area.
There is urgent nced for tramway extension
so that the people may live in the suburbs.
Tn these days of exeessive railway fares and
restricted train service, the tendency is to
crowd into the eity, for living iun the suburbs
makes the eost of transport prohibitive. I
suggest that the Government bring down a
Fair Rents Bill, and extend the tramways,
The Workers’ Homes Act has been the means
of providing homes for men who otherwise
could not have obtained them. That is some-
thing of which members on this gide might

Thomson; A supient remarck, for
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well teel proud. Workers' homes which, in
1914, were built for £3550, are worth £1,000
tolay.  Those fortunate cnough to secure
warkers' home at from 123, 6. to 13s, per
week have houses which they could not renmt
at less than 23w weekly; in addition to whicl
they are steadily payving off the principal and
wequirtng g1t equity e the property. Net-
withstanding the enormous henefits conferred
upon those people, the workers' homes scheme,
as at Juwe, 1921, shoewed an acenmulated
profit of £6,800 besides providing the stato-
tory sinking fund of £8,000, Surely there is
sufficient virtue in such a seheme to induce
the Government to again make # avallable
to workers in the metropolitan area. In eon-
seguence of e closing down of that schems
nothing has bheen done to supply the intreas-
ing shortage of honses, There is plenty of
Fandl available for the purpose. I the (iov-
crnment were fo resume Cemetery Hill, at
East Ferth, and throw it open nnder the
Warkers' Ilomes Agt, they would be as-
tonmded at  the number of applicants for
homes.  Thus they would at once relieve the
liomeless and help to bring down rents in
other parts of the ¢ity.

AMr. Marshall: Conld von guarantee the
fonndations on Cemetery Hill?

Mr. HCGHES: Por years Perth aud other
vities have been obliged to rate oun the .
proved value, amd as u result people have heen
able te hold vacant land for speculative pur-
jroses.  Even in East Perih some 25 per cent.
oF the land is unoccupied. Down in the
centre, where we have terraces of cottages
with only 13 feet frontages to eaeh, there are
vast tracts of unoceupied land which has
been hekl for the past 60 or 70 yecars. That
has been pngsilbile becavse the owners have
not been abliged to pay their full share of
the muaicipal revepue,  Ta consequence the
wunieipal eonncil has heen foreed into an
extravagant  borrowing  policy, noi having
sufficient revennr from  legitimafe sources.
Last year. out of the loan money raised, they
had to pay %s in the £ to meet the inferest
hill.

The Minister for Agriculiure:
tla City Couner}?

Me, HUGHES: Yes. When the ratepayers
+{ Perth subserihe €1 towards the revenue of
the munigipality thexr get only 12s. worth of
work, When a municipality is compelled to
finance on these loans, it i3 no Wwonder that
members who own motor cars have such a lot
tv say about the bad state of the roads in the
vity of Perth. This is all due to the refusal
of the present and previous Governments to
bring down a small amendment of the Muni-
cipal Corporations Act to give the necessary
relief.  One striking feature in connection
with the system of rating is worth mention-
ing. Walcott-street is the boundary between
the city of Perth aud the Perth Road Roard.
Ou the morth side the people are rated on the
unimpraved system, while on the opposite side
they are rated on the improved value, A
hcuse of a certain value on the north side
pays less than one half of the rates annually

Was that

127

that is charged on a house of like value on
the south side, Surely, if the unimproved
system of rating is good enough for the
heights of Mt. Lawiley, where the aristocracy
live—among the residents are the Mimister
for Railways, the Leader of the Opposition
and other notables in this House—it should
be good enough for other parts of the City.
A emall amendment to the Municipal Cor-
porations Aet would remedy this inecousist-
ency, but the councils themselves are largely
to hlame for its not having been passed. In-
stend of confining their attention to thig one
amendment, they generally suggest about 390
vther more or less important amendimments,
with the result that sove of them are passed.

Mr. Maan: Would you make it mandatory
or optional?

Mr. HUGHES: I would make it manda-
tory, but I would not oppose the passage of
the Bill if it were made optional. I under-
stand a meeting wag held in the Town Hall
the other night to consider the housing ques-
tion. I received an invitation which informed
e that, while T was invited to attead, it was
not a political matter and polities were to be
strietly harred.

Mr, Mann: You were more fortunate than
I was; T did not receive an invitation at ail.

Mr. HIUGHES: T regarded the invitation
»s one to stay uway. There is another mat-
ter [T wish 1o mention in conneetion with
what I censider is an evasion of income tax
payments by large companies. Under the
Companies Act any five people can float them-
selves into a (imited linbility company. As
[ have mentioned in the case of tie Brennans,
it does not matter whether the five comprige
the futher, mother and chiidren; they may
stilf tuke advanlage of limited Jiability. That
movision of fhe law has much to commend it,
bl at preseot it iy being abused for the pur-
pose of evading fthe panyment of iucome tax.
[ do not wish to feature Mr, Brennan un-
necessarily, hot, having mentioned him, 1
may as well use his case for the purpose of
illustration. T caunof ascertain esactly what
he earns, but on his eapital of £38,500, taking
an drbitrary assessment to iflustrate what
these companies are doing, I shall assume
that he makes 10 per cent. on capital—a very
reasunnble estimate for a lusiness of the
kind. If Mr Brennpan made 10 per cent. on
£38,5600 trading as James Breunan, a private
individual, he would he liable under our Htate
income taxation to be assessed on £35,850.
Tuder the graduated scale he would pay 2d.
on the first £100, adding .007d. for every
pound above that. This would amount to
%3, 64. in the pound. n those figures, his
State income tax would amount to £1,030.
Ry fleating the business into a company and
distrihuting the shares amongst his wife and
children, it would be possible for him to save
a larpe amiount in income tax. Holding
33,500 shares, he would be liable to 1s. 3d.
dividenul duty. If he bhad any ather meome,
when his income rate excecded 1s. 3d. in the
pound, the amount taken from the shares
wortld have to be added to it, and the whele
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Tot woulid be assessed at the nesw rate. That
rate, taking lis portion of the profits as
£1350, would be 28 0%d. in the pound, so
that he would Le olliged to pay as income
tax on his share and as a private individual
the swn of €343, Mrs. Breunan, who has
rething at all to do with the business, would
have an income of £625. This would he well
within the ba nds of the 1s. 3d. rate and she
wenld pay €4 The eight children would all
be Pelow the Ix, Ad, wark and their total in-
it tax would he €118, Thus, the total in-
come tax pavible by the family would be
£5u2, whereas James Brenuan, trading as an
in fividual, on the same firures would be ob-
liged to pav €1,030.

Mre, Clydes Jale:
niemhers ppposite.

Fon, M, 17, Troy: There s uo neel to fear
that. They do the same thing.

My, HUGHES; The total saving would be
alwut £528 per annum,  Aw there is a super
tax of 13 per ecent., it means that the total
loss to the revinre per annum woulii be £607.
What is the use of our passing tazation legis-
Intion, touether with a gradonated seale, to
make people carning large sums pay a fair
share of ineme tax, if we provide them with
a Compinies  Aet which  permits then  to
nullify our efforts! This Aet is beiag abused
and the time has arrtved when it should he
reconsidered.  All the good work done in the
pret s Leing nullified hy the present abuses.
Ti - Solicitor Ceneral should 1e nsked to
Trame amen-vents ta the Companies Act to
prevent an tpaiviidual from trading as a com-
pany and thus evading the pavment of such
a large som as €600 per anoum.  Mr.
Bremnan is net the only one whe is doing this
st of thing. [ econld mention the names of
fivie or six other people who are trading in
the same way., [t is vory nufair that peaple
in receipt of small incomes should be obliged
ta pay heavy income taxation, while men in
receipt of Targe incomes should he permitted
to evade thoir respoasililities by recourse to
other Tegislation.

Me, Maeshall: He is not to blame.

Ay, HHUGIIES: Of eourse nof;
¢, v eNT are o hlame,

Mr., A. Thomson: Blame the Gavernment
for evirything! '

M, HUGTIES: T wish to reder to one of
the sgaple mdustries of this coontry that is
badly  controllad and is controlied for the
Lenefit of a few: | refer to racing.

My, Angelo: I8 that a staple indusiry?

Mr. HUGHES: §f fiw control of racing
were  vested in the wember for Canning
(Mr. Olvdesdate)  there world be no need
ta voiee a complaint of this kind. A good
deat of dissitiiaetion  exists amongst the
raring  traternity

The Minister For Agrieniture: About the
thimi ¢lass plates!

Mr, HUGHES: No, owing to the arhitrury
administration of the W.A. Turf Club. The
Trv¢ Club have complete control of racing,
a2l althonelh 1 do not {freqient the races
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now-~1 have learned the lesson that punters
Bever  win—-—

Mro Clydesdale: It tovk you o long fime to
fearn it.

Mr., HUGHES: That is so. There are
many people whose livelihood is bound up
in racimg.  There are the trainers; then
theve are the jockeys, whose growth has been
stonted from ntaney in order to moke light
weights for riding.  These people are entirely
in the hands of the W.A. Torf Clab, My
pricvanee against the Club is the star cham-
Lor auethads they emy loy.  Quite reeently, the
(lab told a number of promineni men that
they were worned off the vourse, They sim-
plv said, ““You are warned off; you cynnot
come an the racecourse,””  These men have
nu redress whatever.

Ca; t. Carter: Why were they warped off 7

Mr. HUGHES: That is the unfortunate
part: when @ man is warned off the course,
he naturally wants to know the reason. How-
over, there is ne inguiry; no charge is furp-
ished; the man is simply told he is warned
efl. Tle cannot get an appeal,

Mv. Marshall: He cannet get a trial, much
less an appeal.

My, HUGHES: That it <o. .\ eriminal is
entifled to boar the charge against him, i
given an open trial and permitted to defend
himselt.  No matter how bad a criminal is
considered to e, the law holds that, until he
is proved guvilty after on open trial where
he hias ample opportunity to defend himself,
he mast be regarded as innocent. Not zo the
W.A, Turf Club. To be suspecied is to be

wndlty.  There is no trial.  Quite recentiy
several prominent men were ordered off {he
vourse.

Nr. Angelo: Which course?

Mr. Clyvdesdale: If yon are warned off
ome course, vor are warned off the lot, s0 he
carefnl.

Mr. HUGHES: The Tarf Club would not
state the charges against these men, They
were given no indication of the reason why
they were warnad off. They were not allowed
to appear before the committee. There was
no puhlie trinl. Moembers will agree that if
@ mmonr is eirculated against o eitizen and
he is warned off a racecourse, the assumption
is that he has dpne something disercditable;
it s defamatory to his character. The WA,
Tur# C'leh, ander a threat of exposure, sub-
sequently lifted the emhbargo and re-admitted
to the vourse some of the men concerned.
They hove heen acting in sueh a high-handed
vay that it is time 1he controi of racing was
taken ont of their hands and placed in those
of un independint board. A report may be
sent in to the W A T.C. by the club dotective,
aml the persor concerned is dealt with by
the committee withont any public inquiry, or
without his being given a chanev of facing
hix aecuser.  The avensed person eanopnt eross-
oxamine wpon the matter contained in the do¢
feefive "s report.

tapt. Carter: Mach good might rsalt Ly
certain people heing kept off the conrse,
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Mr, HUGHES: T agree that the controf-
ling hody should be allowed to keep certain
people away, but before a man is deemed to
ne undesirabie the charge against him should
be set out in black and white and he should
be given a full and complete trinl.

Capt. Carter: Are not the courses private
property?

Mr, HUGHES: The headquarters vourse
is public property, and the control of racing
is vested in the W AT.C. by legislative en-
actment. Jockey boys begin their training at
the age of 14 or 1.

Capt. Carter: [ think the courses are pri-
vate property.

Hon, P. Collicer:
not.

Mr. Clydesdale: Tt does wot make any
difference.  They are under control just the
same.

Mr, HUGIES: Jgckex hoys are purposely
stunted in growth in order that they may ride
at light weights, When they are procluded
from riding ileir livelihood is gone. When
a boy is disqualificd he eanmot readily take
o wther worl  Ile “is physically unfit for
harvd work, and the knowledze he gains in
horseracing is of iittle wse to him visewhere,

Capt. Carter: Are the boys disqualified
without n trial?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. Quite recently three
or four bovs went up for their licenses, but
they were told these would not be renewed.
They had no chance of defending themselves.
If they did wrong the charges should have
been set out, and the lads should have heen
given a chance to defend themselves. Let us
have public inquiry into these matters, Tf
boys arc puilty af malpractiec on fhe eourse,
let them be disqualified from attending there.
I have no sympathy with the wrongdoer, with
the hoy who commits malpractices, or the
trainer who assists, but every iadividaal is en-
titled to o fair and apen triak

Capt. Carter: Have you
apinion on the matter?

Mr. HUGHES: One can always get two
opinions en any lepal matter. Very often the
hoys have no money with which to go to law.
The econtrol of racing should be vested in a
board, on which the jockey boys, trainers and
owners as well as the public and the Govern-
ment might be represented. The worst scan-
fdals conneeted with the conrse are due to the
actions of those who are well in the play.

Mr. Clydesdale: There are no seamdals in
Tacing.

Mre. HUGIES: There should be more
demacratie control of racing. Every person
¢harged should be given a fair triai and an
opportimity to defend himself. ¥f the ripht
ihat is given to an «rdinary eriminal is given
to one of these racing people, e should be
satisfiel with the resnlt. As thines are, a
man is brought hefore the commitice, one
mwemhber of which may have a personal dis-
iitke towards him, and be the means of ruin-
iz the man's reputation. It is injurious to
one’s character, 1o be warned off a racecounrse,
the assmmption being that if o man has not
done something wrong he wounld not be penal-
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ised. Parliament sliouid {ake more interest in
the control now being excrcised by the
WATC, and demand that every persnn
dealt with should he properly heard and pro-
perly tried.

On waotion by My, A, Thomson, debate ad-
Jorrnedt

Hose vl juaracd at 928 p.am.

Legislative Council,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
peni, and reml prayers.

QUFESTION—=STATE FENTERPRISES.

on. A. LOVEKIN asked the Minister for
Edoeation: 1, What was the Dr, or Cr. state
onf the prefit and loss aceonnts for the yesr
erdings 30k June last of the folloWhiy uader-
{nkinuzs:  Boya Quarry, State Brickworks,
State Tinplement Works, State Steamships,
Ftate Sawmills, Goldfields Water Supply,
Brookton Water Supply, Cellie Water Sup-
ply, Cune 3iVater Supply, Bridgetown Water
Supply, Dangzin Wiader Supply, Derby Water
Supply, Geraldton ‘Water Supply, Harvey
Water Sopply, Lecuora Water Bopply, Meeka-
tharra Water Supply, Menzies Water Supply,
Ora Banda Whater Supply, Pingelly Water
Sup-ly, Torbay Drainage, other minor works,
as shown on page 85 of Parliamentary Paper
XNo, 26 of 19227 2, Have interest, sinking
fund, aml depreciatien heen taken into ae-
count in cach instanee! 3, Tf not, in what
instanees are there omissions?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plimi:  The information asked for will be
supplied by way of a return as soom as pay-
sit le.

QUESTION—RATIITAY ROLLING
STOCK.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN asked the Minister for
Education: 1, How many railway trucks,
carriages, and locomotives have been placed



