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19. The large increase in the Revenue, and
the consequent flovrishing condition of aur

tinances, have given my Ministors Lhe welcome

opportunity ot considerivg whether some of the
Duties now chargeable under “ ‘The Tarift Act,
1893, ”* might not with advantage be abol-
ished, especially those on articles of food im
general use, and not capuble of being produced
in the Colony) and I have pleasure in inform-
ing you that they propose to submit a Bill for
your consideration dealing with thisimportant
question, My Ministers also propose to intro-
duce % Bill repealing the Kaport Duties on
Pear! Shells nnd Sandulwood, as they are of
opinion Lhat these duties are not justifiable or
necessury under existing cireninstances.

20. Tho question of the continuance of the
Annual Grant for Ecclesiasticn]l purposes has
been considerad, as promised Inst Session, and
a Bill will be submitted to you providing for
the leymination of the grant by two inslal-
menta. My Ministers are of opinion that this
will be the most suitable way of dealing with
the grant in the interests of the Chorches, and
the most economical for the Government.

21, The incrense of telegraphic cown-
munication has wade it necessary to duplicate
the telegraph line te our Eastern border nt
Eucla, and you will be asked to provide a
sufficient sum to erect an alterpative line from
Coglgardie ria Dundas, Penton's Station, and
Lyre, to Eucla, provided che South Australian
Goverminent agree Lo erect a dupheate line
from Kucly to Port Aupusta, via the Gawler
Ranges. The numerons new centres arising
on the goldtields have necessitated a consider-
able exlension of the telegraph system, and
my Ministers propose to prrvide postal nnd
telegraphic. conmunication to all important
mining und agricultural centres, as soonas
possible.

MEe. PRESTDENT AND HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
OF THE LEGISLATIVE CoUNOCIL,—

ME. SPEARER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE LEdls-
LATIVE ABSEMBLY,—

22, '"he low prices obtainable for our
staple products, especially wool and cereals,
give cause for serious comsiderntion and
anxiety. My Ministers propose to meet these
adverse circumstances by reducing the transit
rates on our Railways for agricultural and
pastoral produce to the lowest possible payine
point, by giving cold storage accommodation
on our Railways, hy the establishment of a
Market and Cold Storage in Perth, which is
now in course of erection, and by providing
good jetty and wharfage accommeodation and
other increased facilities for shipping at all the
porta of the Colony.

23. 'The Legislative Aszcmbly having re-
solved lust Session thut the Railway Work.
shops at Fremantle should be moved toa more
udvantageous site, my Ministers have, doring
the recess, given the subject the most careful
congiderntion, and they propose to recommend
that the shops be wmoved to a site near the
Midland Juncticn, on a reserve of 266 acres
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helonging to the Crown. Tn arriving at this
decision, my Ministers are acting in aceord
with the reeomnendutions of a Cowmission
speciaily uppointed to consider the gnestion,
and also in accord with the opinions of the
professional advisers of the Government.

24, Owing to the increase of population,
the necessity for improving the Water Supply
and Sanitary arrangements of the larger towns

+ has hecome a question of wmuch lmportance,

and n gcomprehensive scheme for dealing with
these matters is being considared by the
Government, My Ministers are usnxions to
assish all locnd efiurts in the above direetion,
and u conlour Survey of verth is now heing
carried ont with the object of enabling reli-
able catimates to e prepared for any Urainage
or other works that may be necessary in con-
nection with the S8anitution of the Metropoiis.

25. The Railways are proving of the great-
cstimportnnce to the country, and the revenue
for the present finuncial year will not only
exceed the working expenses, but will also pay
the interest and sinking fund on the capital
expended in their constiuction. ‘I'he success
which has attended the cpening up of the
country by Railways proves, beyond any doult,
thut the policy of giving facilities of transit
Ly railway has been thoroughiy justified, and
should be continued to the utmost extent con-
gistent with the means of the Colony,

26. I now leave you to the con ideration of
the important matters that require your at-
tention, with the full assurance that you will
bring to bear upon them your practical know-
ledge und experience ; and I hope and believe
that, with the blessing of Divine Providence,
your labours will result in the continued pros-
perity of thie portion of Her Majesty’s Dowmin-
ions.

His Excellency and the Members of the
Legislative Assembly then withdrew from the
Chamber.

FEDEKAL COUNCIL REFERENCE BILL.

This Bill waa introduced, and was read a
firat time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

The Hon. E. McLARIY : Mr. President, I
rise to move the adoption of an Address-in-
Reply to the Speech with which His Excellency
the Administrator has opeped Puarlisment
this day. Tt is with pleasuvre that 1 do
go, for I feel it a compliment and a great
honor to have been asked to take this nction.
At the same time [ approach the tagk with
considerable diffidence, beeause 1 am sensible
of my inability to deal with the aubject ns I
would wigh t- . I accepted the regponsibility of
making this motion for two reasons—the first
of them being that I ¢id not feel justified m
shirking a duty, and the second being that T
knew hon. members would benr with me some-
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what during the time I shall detain them, in
the same way that they have shown consider-
ation towards me in the past. [do not think
it is necessary for me to dwell at great length
on the maftters touched upon in the Speech,
because we gshall have an opporbunity of dis-
cussing them fully when they come before ns
more in detail. Asa whole the Speech will
commend itself both to hon, members and the
country generally. Tt shows us a flourishing
past, and hreathes hope and prosperity in the
future. [t iz gratifying for us to find that the
finances are in 80 sound a gondition, and that
the revenue has exceeded the estimate of the
Government. This, Sir, taken together with
the fact that our credit stands high in
London, (the first portion of anr last author-
ised loan having been floated on very ad-
vantageous terms) must be amatter for general
congratulation. Tn addition to this our pub-
lic works have been pushed on with great
encrgy, and with much ndvantage to the colony.
Tn no part of Australia, having regard to the
proportion of our population, has a large pub-
lic works policy proved of such great advant-
age, and on this agcount [ concnr with what
is gaid in the Speech that we shallbe justified
in extending our railways still further among
the settled districts ns far aa our means
will allow. Those districts to which there
is no railway communication cannot make
much advance, nor can they share in the
prosperity which other parts of the colony
are enjoying. The Hourigshing state of our
finances will justify these further ex-
temsions, amnd I hope in the not distant
future to sce branch lines from the South-
Western Railway to the Williams, and
from York vif Greenhills towards the South-
ern Cross Bailway. I have no particular
knowledge of this latter country, but from
what T have heard of it I feel sure we
shall be justified in constructing a railway
through it. Our trunk lines are now fairly
established, and we may now proceed with the
construction of branch lines to nct as feeders
to the main lines and open up the country.
Wa bave just heard that our railways are at
the present time not only paying working
expenses, but are also providing the interest
and sinking fund, a faot which, I think,
reflects great credit npon those responsible for
the management. During the recess it has
been proved beyond all donbt that we have
a very valuable coalfield in the South.
Several members have lately visited the lozal.
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ity, and I um sure they wnst have been sur-
prised at the great developments which have
taken place, and there can be no doubt, I
think, but thet we have a 1ich and extensive
coal field, and when the Bill authorising the
congtroction of a Railway to it comes before
Parliament, there will be no dissenting voice,
ut any rate in this House. If theve is, it will cer-
tainly Le on the part of membere who did not
avail themselves of the opportunity of visiting
the field. 1 hope, however, that the greatest
possible care will be taken in selecting the best
ronte through that mountainous conntry, with
a view to avoiding a repetition of the painful
mistnkes we have experienced on the BEastern
Railway. The news from the Goldfields con-
tinues to be encouraging, and there is every
reason to believe that the ontput in the future
will exceed even the satisfactory resunlts of the
paat. 1t is satisfactory to note that the Go-
vernment are alive to the necessity of postal
communication with distant parts of the colony
and that they are going to provide steam com-
munication between Albany and Esperance. I
am glad to learn that the eontract and conces-
gion with the W.A Timber Company is at an
end. Theconcession granted to that Company
was an extraordinary one—one which Tam sure
would not have been entertuined in these days.
I now come, Sir, to the most important clause
of the Speech. It refera to the termination of
the Ecclesiastical Grant. I feel, Sir, that this
grant mnst scon be nbolished, and that being
80, the present seems to be un opportune time
to deal with the question, because the finances
are flourishing, and we can therefore afford to
treat the Churches of the colony in a more lib-
era] manner than it otherwise might have been
possible to do. I fully coneur with the idea
of the Government to pay the Churches two
lump sums in lieu of the annusl grant. By
dividing the amount it will not entail such a
steain vpon the revenue as if the paywent
were in one aum, and it will enable the Churches
to be more liberally dealt with, For my part
[ think we should treat the Churches with the
greatest liberality possible.  The Agricul-
tural Bank secms to be working satisfactorily,
although it has not been in existence long
enough toenaltle usto form nnaccurate opinion
of its merits, althongh I may say I sm pleased
to see that the money is being lent under the
most careful conditions. The proposed light-
houses alnng the const are mueh required and
will prove of greatadvantage, Theopening upof
well-watered stock routes isa matter of urgent
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necessity to the whole of this Colony, and I
am glad to find that the tiovernment intend
to deal with the matter. At the present time
there is a great gearcity of meat in the cen-
tres of population which the North can well
suppiy. I lkmow this statement bas becn
doubted, but I am in g position to say that in
the Kimberley District there are many thou-
sands of fat sheep waiting to be sent to
market, besidns hundreda of bullocks for
which there is no means of conveyance, cither
by stewmer or by dvoving. Tt is with great
satisfaction, therefore, that [ learn the Gov-
ernment intend to take this matter in hand,
and thus provide a supply for the cenbral
parts of the colony, and an outlet for the
squatters in the North. It is satisfactory to
know that the Harbor Works at Fremuntle
havo been pushed on with so much vigour,
and uarc being constructed considerably un-
der the estimate for them, especially when
we find they have so well stood the severe
trial of the recent gale at Fremantle. I
note it is proposed to bring hefore Parlia-
ment a Bill to establish a Royal Mint. 1
have no knowledge of this matter, but [
have no doubi if it is not too costly, it
will prove n great benefit. T observealso that
it is intended to bring in a Bill dealing with
the Tariff. I mustsay I vegret rather that
this proposition is to come hefore ue at the
present time.  Although the finances are ina
flourishing coundition, there is a great deal
which is required to be dome, and I do not
think the taxesas imposed to-day press heavily
on uny portion of the commwnity. [ think
the Government would do well to maintain
the revenue ns it i3, and to employ whatever
surplus may be available on necessary works
within the Colony. At the present time sanitary
worla are much needed in this city of Perth
and in other towns, and I am of opinion that
the genecral public would be more satisfied
if the Government were to undertake these
und other like works, than by a rewission of the
taxaticn proposed, which after nll will only ve-
sult in a very slight individual saving. I
think it is imperative that somecthing should
he done to improve the sanitary condition of
Perth and other towns, and I hope that steps
will be taken at an early date to bring this
abovt. I donot think the taxes press heavily.
We now pay something like fifty per cent. less
for the necessuries of life than we did a few
yearsago, and at that time we were paying simn-
ilar tuxes.  'Take sugar, which is an article of
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everyday use. I remember that a fow yoars
ago this article of consumption was sold at £44
per ton. Nowit can be purchased for half
that price, and even as low as 2id. per
1b. in this town. It seems to me that it is
hardly worth while opening up the whole
guestion of the Tariff sitnply for the purpose
of taking off the ‘duties on some few of the
items which cannot he produced in this colony.
If the yuestion is opened up, we do not know
where it will end. There is not only the
question of the sanitary errangements of
Perth and other large towns, but an immense
amount of money is required to be spent on
the conservation of water. Many districts are
badly off in this respect, and I should have
been glad to have seen the Government rather
trying to maintain than renmit existing tax-
ation for a little time Jonger untilsuch works
ag T have referred to are carried out. It
would be of far more bencfit to the people
that this expenditure should be going on
than that the Tariff shonuld he altered
for the purpose of remitiing what I have
already said awmonnts to a small individual
charge. I note that it is intended to hring in n
Rill to duplicate the line Erom Coolgardie to
Eueln. We all know the inconvenience and
loss the colony has been put to by the
interruptions on  the overland line in
the past, and I am glad to ree’ the Govern-
ment ave taking action to provide a remedy.
A Bill is to be brought before Parlinment to
provide for the removal of the Railwny Work-
shops. This is a vexed guestion and one which
will no doubt involve a great deal of discussion,
although T have no hesitation in expressing
my opinion that if it is in the best interests of
the colony, (and I am ineclined to think it is)
that the shops shenld be removed, all feeling
should be left out of the question, and we
should abide by the wizghes of the advisers to
the Government. I de not know that I need
detain the House any longer, T feel sure that
all matters submitted to us will he dealt with
in an impartial and careful manoner, and I
hope the same cordial feelings which existed
among members during our last session will
be continued in this one. T now beg to mnove
that the following Address-in-Reply be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Adwministrator.
To His FEzeellency S8ir Alezander Campbell
Onslow, Knight, Admimstrator of the
Government of Western Australia, dc., §e.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—
We, the members of the Legislative Coun-
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cil of Western Australin, in Parlinment as-
sembled, beg to express our loyalty to onr
Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank Your
Excellency for the Specch which you have
been pleased to address to Parliament.

Our most careful consideration nnd attention
will be given to theimportant matters referred
to by Yonr Excellency, and all other matters
that may Le brought before us; and it shall
be our earnest endeavour Lo so deal with them
that our labours may result in the continuved
prosperity of this portion of Her Majesty's
dominions.

I'ne How. R. G. BURGES : I have wmuch
pleasure in rising to second this Address,
although I wish the task had fallen into more
able hands, or into the hands of some older
member who would be able to deal with the
various questions more fully than I can. T
can support the remarks of the mover of this
Address when he refers to the thoroughly satis-
factory state in which we find the finances
of the colony. We have known the position
for some time, and we can only hope now thab
goma further public works will be started with-
out recourse to Loan funds. [ congratulate
the Government on the satisfactory way the
last loun was floated, and T trost that their
next effort in this direction mny be even wmore
successful, and that we shall be able to vaise
what money we require at 3 per cent.
a8 the other colonies do, In reference to the
poaragraph of the Speech relating to the
Federal Council I think we may congratulate
our delegates on the course they took at the
last weeting, ns it is well konown that this
colony cannot afford to go in for Federation.
If we were to do 8o we ight just ns well cease
trying to supply our markets and all march
off to the goldfields. With Federation this
colony would be flooded with Victorian and
South Australian produce., Everything which
has been overdone in those colonies would be
used as o means of ruining our farmers, for a8
1 have said, they would food our markets with
their over production. We must, therefore,
congratulate the delegates, or the Ilarger
proportion ot them at any rate, om the
course they pursued. I believe one of them
would bave liked to have gone further, but
I am afraid he will have to waita little longer
before he can spend his eloquence and powers
in & Federal Parlinment. ‘1'he Government,
and everyope who believes in the colony, may
congratulate themselves that common sense
prevailed, and that the delegates were not
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found willing to throw away all the good that
has been done in building railways snd open-
ing up the country and allow other places 1o
flood our markels with their produce. I am
glad that the Government have got some back-
bone, and hes not been found willing w sell
the country for n little praise. We are
not vipe for Federation. If we were to go
into it our farmers might as well Jeave their
Innds at once and go to the goldfields. With
reference to our rnilway construction, the
line to Coolgardie has heen taken at a very
cheaprate. T nwm glad that this line, together
with that from Mullewn to Cue, has been
undertaken first, because there is no doubt we
must attribute to these goldfields onr present
prosperity. As regards the railway from
Donnybrook to Bridgetown, I am rather in o
fix about it, because last year 1 was one of its
grentest opponents on the grounds that 1 did
not think it was justified. I asked that it
wight stand over until tnis year. With
the present state of the finances [
shall not he opposed to it, and I hope
and trust that we ghall he alle to con-
struct many more railways through agricul-
tural districts, or branch lines into them. The
Greenhills Distriet and the East Beverley Dis-
trict, where there nre large nreas of agricul-
tural land, should be opened up. During the
Inst five months we have imported £50,000
worth of wheat, flour, hay and echaff, which
shows that it i pecessary to build further
railways into agrienltural districts where we
have good lund, 80 as to avoid sending money
out of the colony for articles we should pro-
duce here. If £60,000 were spent among
our population of 80,000 or 90,000, which in-
cludes children, it wonld do a great deal of
good, to say nothing of the amount we shall
have to send awoy during the remainder of the
year, especinily as for the next few months we
wust import almost everything, We know we
are greatly depending upon our goldfields ; hut
they may give ont, and we should endeavour
to have something to fall back upon. There
is enough good agricultural land ip our Kast-
ern Districts to supply twice our present
population. I will now say a few words abont
our conl deposits. T was not among those who
visited the field, but T have heard from
several who have been there—even from those
who hove been opposed to the railway to the .
Collie and who are among the most cautions
—that there is n very good thing there. I
hope now that we are going to construet the



