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Party member elected 1o Parliamenl. At
that election he defeated two very well-
known men, one of whom had been a mem-
ber of the Legislative Council. Mr. Bax-
ter was clected by a majority of 648 votes.
He was an unknown man and was clected
against two well-known identities. Thus
his entry to Parliament cannot be deseribed
as accidental. In 1919 he accepted a port-
folio and was returned unopposed. In
1920, six years after his first election, he
was returned unopposed, a resalt aisn
achieved in 1926. Tn 1930 Myr. Baxter
again accepted a portfolic and was re-
turned unopposed. In 1932 he was again
elected without opposition. He has been
in Parliament for over 20 vears, of which
period scven vears were spent in serving
the country in different Administrations.
In those circumstances, it will he seen that
in the Legislative Council, Mr. Baxter ren-
dered services somawhat similar to those
of the Father of the TLegislative Assembly,
the present Minister for Lands (Hon. M.
F. Troy). If he is to he classed as an ac-
cidental Minister, I do not know of any-
one, who has held a portfolio, who would
not come within that categery. The sar-
castie reference the hon. member made to
Mr. Baxter was entirely unjustified and in
my opinion was to be regretted.

MR. WELSH (Pilhara) [5.0]: 1% gives
me great pleasure to join other members in
congratulating you, Mr. Speaker, on your
appointment to the position you now hold. T
realise the Government will have a very
anxions and troublous period during the next
three years, and it is due to all of us to give
them every assistance we can, to overcome
the difficulties that may arise. The Minister
for Mines is to be commended for launching
the prospecting scheme. To my mind that
will have a two-fold advantage; the first will
be to absorb the unemployed and the second
to give a stimulus to the mining industry
which is badly needed. After all, it is mainly
to the mining industry that we c¢an look to
pull us out of our finaneial troubles. I sin-
cerely hope that the scheme will be extended
to my electorate. Mining in the Pilbara
electorate is in a more satisfactory condition
than it was a few vears ago. In the North
most of the claims are held by parties of
working men who have laboured under ad-
verse cireumstances, and some of the claims
had to be abandoned beranse of the low price
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ol gold. The advancement that has taken
place recently has been mainly due to the in-
creased price of gold. The Pilbara field is
served by two State batteries, one at Marble
Bar and the other at Bamboo Creek. If
erushing facilities were provided at Nulla-
eine they would be of great advantage. At
the present time ore has to be carted to
Marhle Bar for treatment. If a small bai-
tery were erected at Nullagine it would be a
distinct advantage to the industry. A bat-
tery manager aftends at the Marble Bar
battery with his team of men to start opera-
{ions when stone is there to be ¢rushed. He
has a house in whiech to live but the em-
plovees are left to fend for themselves. They
take tents and pitch eamps. Under the
Shearers’ Hut Accommodation Aect, pastoral-
ists are hound to provide proper accomoda-
tion for shearers while they are on the
station. There is no reason why there should
not be similar provision made for those who
are attending State batteries. The climatie
conditions are pretty rigid at times, and
therefore any consideration that ecould be
shown to these men would be appreciated.
Some years ago ‘bores were put down to
assist prospectors, but when the industry
started to languish the bores were neglected.
A little money judiciously spent would now
bring them into working order again, If
any money can be made available it should
he devoted to reconditioning these bores.

The Minister for Mines: Water bores, you
mean.

Mr., WELSH: Yes. In summer time the
conditions are veryv trying and the distances
between available water are considerable.
There is a big auriferous area in this part of
the State that could be exploited. The shows
there have been worked without the assist-
ance of ontside capital. All the help that the
men have had has been from the local store-
keepers from crushing to ecrushing. By
battling along as they have been doing the
men have been put where they are to-day. A
few days ago I read in the newspaper a
statement by the Commissioner of Railways
to the eftect that the Marble Bar-Port
Hedland railway, because of the high capital
cost of the line, should no longer be main-
tained. This railway was originally built to
foster the mining and pastoral industries.
and I elaim that its retention is justified to-
day. From a mining point of view it has
established itself, and as regards the pastoral
industry it has also been suceessful. It has
heen responsible for areas being taken up
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125 miles south of Marble Bar that would
otherwise never bave been looked at as
sheep propositions. In the Pilbara dis-
trict there are more and smaller hold-
ings carrving a larger proporfion or
men and more sheep to a given
acreage than are to be found im any
other district in Western Australia. There
again the railway has justified itself. On
the other hand, Port Hedland, which is the
only port for the Pilbara field, has no supply
of drinking water; the only water available
15 scheme water, and that is unfit for human
consmmption. The railway is utilised doring
the hot «ry wonths to earry water 20
miles and sometimes between 50 and 60
miles into Port Hedland, where it is sold
to the residents tor 2s. per 100 gallons.
This  important faet, in itself, jusiifies
the continuance of the line, The eapital ecst
of the line is exeessive, largely due to the eres-
fion of several large sheds which have never
been used. The Commissioner distinetly states
that the line pays more than working ex-
penses; therefore is it not futile to declare
that it should be closed down? If the line
were taken up to-morrow intevest on the
capital outlay wounld still have to be met,
so I think thai is a pretty good argument for
leaving the railway there. The pastoral in-
dustry utilises the line to earry wool; thous-
ands of bales are conveyed over it. Higher
freight rates are charged on that line than
are charged on any other railway in the State
and probably in Australia. The jetty charges
are also abnormally high in comparison with
the charges in other parts of the State.
The pastoral industry has been in a parlons
condition during the last three vears, anid
it has taken those engaged in it all their
time to make ends meet. In many ecases
cends have not met. The lack of funds hax
been detrimental to security. There will
he a day of reckoning for many of us ‘o
make good the repair that should have bheen
carried out in the last few vears. The las
woo! sale was a ray of saushine, and 1 hope
the prices obtained on that occasion will br
maintained. The people in the southern
areas hardly realise the difficulties under
which those in the northern areas live. At
times it is absolutely impossible for resi-
dents to get necessary fresh food such as
vegetables, butter and fruit. During last sum-
nier we had praetieally a mouthly steamer
service. which meant that only the coastal
towns conld get what they required. Women
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who are bringing up families away from the
ports are unable to get the vegetables they
need to keep them in decent bealth. The
member for Gascoyne mentioned one in-
stunee where potatees were bought in Perth
for £3 a ton and by the time they reache}
the individual to whom he referred the cost
was mereased to £20, and in addition there
was waste in transit. 1t is a general feeling
in the North-West that there has been a
lack of sympathetie treatment on the part
of suecessive Governments,  Apparently
they have considered tiie North-West too far
away from Perth fo give it the freatment
it deserved. There has net been anything
like the amount put back in the country that
has been taken out of it. I hope that in the
[uture we shall veeeive ore sympathetic
treatment than has been neted out to us in
the past. L am not for a moment contend-
ing that the South-West has had all the
vonsideration, but I ecan say that whiie
areat denl has been done for the norfhern
areans we are entitled to hetter conditions
than have heen extended to us. Regarding
all the talk we have heard about the North
heing handed over to the Japanese, 1
consider it is all balderdash, As far as
the chartered company taking over a por-
lion of the territorv, that may be all right.
hut to hand it over to the Commonwealtl,
| =say, certainly not. If we cannot develop
the North, the Commonwealth will not he
nble to do so. They have Lad their oppor-
tunity in the Northern Territory and their
faillure has heen lamentablee. I do not
imtend to detnin the House any longer,
exeept to say I hope that from now on the
North-West will receive more svmpathetic
treatment than has been aceorded it in the
past.

The Depnty Speaker took the Chair.

HON. J. CUNNINGHAM {Kalgoorlie)
[5.13]: 1 amn going to ask you, Sir, to con-
vey to the Spcaker my congratulations upon
his eleetion to the high and honourable posi-
iion to which he has been elevated. I also
desire to extend to vou, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
my congratulations. I have known vou for
quite a number of years, and I am sure
the House has made a good choice in ap-
pointing vou Chairman of Committees. T
also desire to eongratulate the Ministers who
form the Government. The Ministry are faced
with a most diffiecult position, financial as



