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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT — VALEDICTORY SPEECHES 

Motion 
MR GRILL (Eyre) [11.04 am]:  Life is so unfair.  Why do I have to follow the member for Kimberley?  It is with 
mixed feelings that I stand here today to make my valedictory speech.  The Labor Party, the people of my electorate 
and the people of Western Australia gave me the great opportunity to serve them, and I am pleased to have had that 
opportunity and a little sad about leaving here today.  When I made my maiden speech, nearly 24 years ago, I made a 
traditional speech, thanking my predecessor and drawing attention to the mining industry, and thanked the loyalty of 
the electors of Boulder-Dundas.  That seat changed from time to time during my political career, but parts of the 
electorate always remained the same and stayed constantly loyal to me throughout that period.  I was right to make 
that traditional speech.  I never dreamed I would be here for 24 years.  I told my assembled heads of department and 
staff that, when I became a minister, it would be short, brief, wonderful and heroic, but I would not be around for all 
that long.  I was wrong on that, and many other scores. 
I look back on my predecessor, Tom Hartrey.  He came from that wonderful Irish orator school of lawyers - fierce and 
flamboyant, classically educated, intelligent and articulate.  He is a goldfields legend, and it was a great honour to 
follow him into Parliament.  Hartrey’s predecessor, a minister in the Tonkin Government by the name of Arthur Moir, 
decided, after a long and illustrious career that, at the age of 68, he really should retire and make way for a younger 
man.  Tom Hartrey was 69 when first elected.  He had six good years and was probably the shortest-serving member 
for the seat that took in Boulder and its surrounds.  Others, like Philip Collier, who was Premier for many years, went 
before him.  I was also correct in referring to my electorate, because, although the electorate boundaries have changed, 
I have experienced an unbelievable loyalty from my constituents.  I went through a few dark periods during my career 
in politics.  For eight years I was under constant investigation.  My homes and my offices were raided on more than 
one occasion.  During that period I came under some flak from the media, who suggested that I should stand down 
from Parliament altogether.  I did stand down from my ministerial position, but I did not stand down from Parliament.  
The more people in the media called for me to resign, the more the people of my electorate rallied behind me. 
I remember giving advice to Mark McGowan, a new member coming into Parliament for the first time.  I told him that 
whatever happens during his time in Parliament - I think it will be a long time for him - he must never forget the 
grassroots.  I hope I have not forgotten them, as they have never forgotten me, and they were always very loyal.  Some 
ill-informed people will say that people in my electorate are rednecks, even racist.  The people in my electorate, and 
ordinary Australian working-class people in general, are among the fairest-minded people in the world.  Years ago an 
old union official told me that I should never lose faith in the ordinary working people of Australia.  Many members 
know this person.  He suggested that, if I did lose faith, perhaps I should give the game away.  I have never lost that 
faith, and I have a high regard for ordinary Australian working people.  They are kind, considerate, and terribly fair-
minded.   
The goldfields generally has been kind to me; just as it has been kind to so many other people before me and after me.  
I went to the goldfields with nothing, except my law degree and my fiancee, who later became my wife, and it has 
treated me extremely well.  The goldfields of Western Australia in a historical sense has made this State.  That is 
where the big populations were, that is where the big migration took place and where the great wealth upon which our 
State was founded was made.  The one factor that marks out those people is that they are the risk takers in our society.  
They were the pioneers and the hard workers.  They were also, and still are, the hard players.  We sometimes say that 
this is an entrepreneurial State in which people take risks and gambles.  That culture came from the goldfields and the 
brave people who populated the goldfields before the turn of the century and since then.   
I was right 24 years ago to have praised the mining industry and the people in it.  It is the economic backbone of our 
State.  I have watched the booms and recessions of that industry, and the people in the mining industry go through 
those booms and recessions with fortitude and endurance.  I have always admired that.  I have admired the 
prospectors.  My brother is a prospector, and I have done a bit of prospecting.  When the first prospectors went to the 
goldfields they risked their lives.  Many of them lost their lives, because they perished in the bush.  For instance, in the 
great retreat from Siberia, which is part of our history today, many of these pioneers perished in the bush and now are 
in unmarked graves.  
The miners who have worked in the big mines in the past, and who work there now, risk their life and limb every day 
of the week.  Many of them have been taken in rock falls.  Nearly all of them in the early days were affected by the 
persistent diseases in those industry   - tuberculosis, silicosis, and pneumoconiosis.  They worked on those terrible 
machines - the widow-makers; the high speed drills that in those days operated without water and ultimately killed 
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nearly every one who worked on them.  Those widow-makers are not part of the industry any longer, but they were 
being used not that long ago.  Everyone who went underground knew that their lungs would be irrevocably damaged 
as a result of working on them.  Over the years I have represented many women who have been made widows by the 
mining industry.  Those widows exhibited all the fortitude that their husbands have exhibited over the years.   

I now mention another group of people; that is, the risk takers in terms of finances.  I suppose Claude de Bernales 
springs to everyone’s mind as one of the most flamboyant and well known, but there are many others.  They are in the 
industry today risking not only their life and limb, but also their fortunes.  I refer to the gold and nickel industries and 
the other great mining industries, but especially to gold.  Gold is the great hope of the battler.  Some people would say 
that in many respects gold is the battler’s last hope.  I know of many people who came to the goldfields with very little 
- just as I did - and walked away with a lot of money and a lot of respect.  They have made a really great contribution 
to society as a result of the wealth they have won in the goldfields that I love.   

It is one of my laments that the mining industry is no longer fully understood in the city.  The links between country 
and city are not as strong as they once were.  Many city people do not understand the way in which their economies 
and their fortunes are tied to the fortunes of that mining industry. I look back over the past 24 years with a lot of pride 
at the achievements we were able to garner during that period.  I started to add them up and make a list at one stage, 
and I surprised myself.   

I would like to thank some of the people who have made those achievements possible.  The first person I acknowledge 
is my wife; she is present today in the Speaker’s gallery.  Many members of Parliament and people in politics have 
partners who support them, but not all of them have partners who support them in their political lives, or who are 
prepared to get right down into the political fray.  Luckily, I have a wife who was prepared to do that.  She got into the 
political fray, quietly and with dignity, but nonetheless she did all the jobs that needed to be done by a good organiser, 
which she is.  She ran all my campaigns very successfully, as an adviser and as my right hand.  I have been very lucky 
because of that.  My wife suffered terribly during the eight years of that incessant investigation by the police and 
others; the raids on her homes; the indignities of all of that; and then the occasions when she had to front up to the 
police to explain matters.  I might add she did that very well, and once they heard her side of events they had to drop 
the cases.  Nonetheless, she had to go through that.  She appeared in court with me; she did not have to, but she did.  
She was always by my side.  My children Siobhan and Shannon had to endure both public and private indignities and 
denigration, as a range of people have had a go at me behind my back but in their presence.  They always defended me 
bravely and fearlessly, so I have a great regard for them as well.   

The boundaries of my electorate changed dramatically over the years.  It is a very big seat.  At one stage the 
boundaries extended to the Warburton group of Aboriginal communities and Esperance, out to Eucla, and took in the 
Southern Cross region.  It always took in the heart of the goldfields, although never the core - Kalgoorlie.  
Nonetheless, it took in Boulder and parts of that area.  We have had to maintain three houses during much of the 
period I was in Parliament - at Esperance, Kalgoorlie-Boulder and Perth.  My children and my wife were shoved from 
pillar to post, following me around the electorate and helping me with my parliamentary duties.   

Parliamentarians get a lot of denigration.  I would like to place on record, because it is probably not well known, that a 
number of people in politics, like me, left professions to come into this place.  We were doing reasonably well in our 
professions, and when we became members of Parliament we took a pay cut.  I do not think that is always recognised.  
I have been accused of many things while I have been in Parliament.  Prior to becoming a minister during the Burke 
Government - I must admit I thought I would become the Minister for Mines, but that never happened to me and was 
not my luck - a colleague and I controlled a publicly listed company and some subsidiaries.  I sold all the shares in 
those companies and did not buy another share for 10 years.  I would also like to place on record that despite the 
image of pork-barrelling and snouts in the trough, which sometimes epitomises politicians, that image is wrong.  For 
instance, never once have I ever applied for a parliamentary trip overseas, or taken one.  Never once have I travelled 
overseas, or interstate even, with any parliamentary committee on which I was serving.  That does not mean I did not 
go overseas.  I went overseas representing our State as a minister, and I have taken some study trips.  The image that is 
promoted at times in the media is unfair.  I wanted to put a couple of those things on the record.   

I also thank my staff, especially my staff when I was a minister - both the public servants who were under my 
jurisdiction and the people who were not public servants who came onto my staff.  I had a big staff, and I was 
criticised for it.  However, during the period that I was a minister there was so much on the boil that one needed to 
have a big staff.  Many of those people were thought to be misfits in certain ways, but they were extremely talented.  I 
will mention just a few of them. 

First, I mention Professor Rodney Vaughan, the son of one of the doyens of our party.  He came out of the University 
of Newcastle and travelled across to Western Australia while I was the Minister for Transport.  He designed that part 
of the Kwinana Freeway with its bus lanes and counter-traffic lanes.  The sad thing is that Rodney died of cancer at a 
very young age, shortly after completing that work. 

I also mention Ernesto Sirolli.  Even my staff could not understand why he was working for me.  They said, “Why do 
you keep that fellow on here?  Why do you let him go down to Esperance so often?  What is he doing down there?”  
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He had a new theory about employment creation, and we gave him the opportunity to promote that theory.  There is 
now a testimony to the work he did, because this State has a whole range of business enterprise centres.  They are now 
in place, and they are a monument to him.  He is now a successful consultant in the United States.  However, he was 
considered very much a misfit in those days. 

I also mention Professor Peter Newman, who came onto my staff.  He was a great supporter of the reintroduction of 
the Perth to Fremantle railway line, and he did a huge amount of work on that.  He and Ralph Hoare from Fremantle 
together formed the nucleus of the team that revamped Fremantle at the time of the America’s Cup.  They did it with 
such sensitivity and such flare that we have a lasting monument to them in that place. 

Lois Anderson is well known in the Labor Party.  She was the assistant secretary for some years.  Currently, she is still 
an organiser.  When someone had to go down to Bunbury, she was the one who went.  She went there to live, and she 
managed the Bunbury 2000 program from Bunbury.  If one goes to Bunbury today, one realises what a success it has 
been.  If people can remember what Bunbury was like before that process commenced, they would not recognise the 
place; it is so different and so much better. 

Peter Middleton works for one of the ministers at the current time, and some members will recognise him.  What a 
wonderful public servant he is.  He is dedicated, even-handed and neutral.  He always offers good advice.  When he 
worked for me, he worked until nine o’clock, 10 o’clock or 11 o’clock every night.  Some members will testify to that. 

Peter McKerrow is one of the greatest operators the Labor Party had.  He worked on my staff and helped many of us 
win our seats.  He is a selfless person.  He never stood for Parliament, but he would have made a wonderful 
parliamentarian.  He has now gone to Victoria. 

I also thank my electorate secretaries.  Donna Plumber now works well with the party.  Cheryl Bird was an older 
woman.  However, she went back to school and got her leaving certificate.  She learnt shorthand and typing.  I was 
told not to employ her because she was too old; nevertheless, I put her on.  What a success she has been.  She has gone 
from being an electorate secretary to running a very big business in Perth.  Those sorts of things happen.  I thank 
Cheryl Bird, Jenny Roth and Charmain Cragan, who is one of the most efficient electorate workers I have ever seen. 

I also thank Nigel Higgs, who was my press secretary when I was a minister.  If anyone could keep a person out of 
trouble - I needed a bit of that - Nigel Higgs was the man. 

I also thank the public servants.  Some of my colleagues had problems with their public servants.  However, I never 
had problems with any of my public servants.  The heads of my department were excellent.  I never had to shift any of 
them on.  I do not want to go through their names now - it is an illustrious list of names - because there are too many 
of them and I am worried I will miss out somebody.  However, I thank them for some of the proudest moments of my 
life.  We achieved a lot during that period, and the way they went about doing their jobs was wonderful. 

I am not a great one for restructuring.  We did a lot to make the railways a lot more efficient and productive.  
However, we did not restructure a lot of things.  If I can give any lesson to parliamentarians going into a ministerial 
job, it is to be careful about restructuring.  One can demotivate one’s staff, and the Public Service generally, by 
restructuring.  At times, restructuring, as we all realise, is inevitable.  However, people should be very careful about it, 
because I have seen some restructuring go absolutely astray and demotivate departments for a long period. 

I will now mention a few of my political friends.  Not all of them are in vogue these days.  The first is my old political 
friend, colleague and comrade, and a person with whom I have gone into many fights, Graeme Campbell.  I have 
fought against Graeme and with him - mainly with him.  He is a very fearsome opponent indeed.  In politics these days 
he is seen very much as a maverick - he is out of politics.  However, Graeme is one of the most successful politicians I 
have known.  He needed a 10 per cent swing to pick up the seat of Kalgoorlie at the 1980 election.  He picked that up, 
with not much to spare, and then turned that into the safest Labor Party federal seat in Western Australia.  When I first 
went into politics, the Labor Party did not have a seat north of Kalgoorlie or Geraldton.  With Graeme, Ernie and a 
few others, the Labor Party went forth and won all of those seats to the north - every one of them.  We picked up three 
of the five upper House seats, and that area became the jewel in the crown for the Labor Party.  A lot of the glue that 
kept all that together can be attributed to Graeme Campbell.  He might be a bit out of favour these days, and he may 
not be in my party, but I lament the fact that he is not in my party.  He will always be a friend of mine, and I know that 
at heart he is very much a Labor person. 

In the early days, Graeme and I had a couple of friends in Perth - one of them was here just a while ago - Stephen 
Smith and John Cowdell.  These days it would appear to be a fairly unlikely linking together of personalities, but back 
in those days they were the young Turks in Perth.  They were the Perth end of the Axis, as we called it, and Campbell 
and I were the Kalgoorlie end.  Strangely enough, Graeme Campbell would not have got into Parliament if it had not 
been for Stephen Smith and the number crunching done by Stephen and John at the Perth end.  It was a strange sort of 
relationship, but it was a very close relationship for a long time.  Although we are probably not as close as we used to 
be, I pay tribute to Stephen for that period in our lives, because it was a wonderful time and we did a lot of good things 
together. 

 
Reprinted from Hansard 



4 
 
I also pay tribute to another one of my colleagues who is no longer in our party, Mark Nevill.  I first met Mark when 
he was a young geologist in Kambalda.  He was highly idealistic and we got on together very well.  He was then a 
very successful geologist, as most people would appreciate.  We had the unenviable job in 1983 of winning a large 
part of the Esperance seat, which was really tiger country for the Labor Party in those days.  Mark performed superbly 
in that role.  We ended up winning about 45 per cent of a seat in which we had never picked up more than about 20 
per cent before and in which we currently pick up only about 9 per cent.  I pay tribute to Mark for that and for all those 
great years we had together as comrades in the Labor Party. 
I also pay tribute to somebody else who is a little out of favour with the community and perhaps with the party as well 
- Brian Burke.  Brian demands loyalty from a number of people - Norm Marlborough, the member for Peel, on my 
left; Ted Cunningham, the member for Girrawheen, who has already spoken; a lot of other people and me.  He 
demands loyalty because he gave loyalty.  I believe that history will treat him a lot more fairly and better than recent 
history has.  Brian had the clearest vision of anyone with whom I have dealt about where Western Australia should be 
going.  He was the one who really understood that Western Australia was a financial colony of the eastern States, and 
he tried to do something about it.  He was the one who understood that we needed to do something about downstream 
processing and value adding.  We all chant that mantra these days, and there has been some success in that arena, but 
not a lot.  For all the flak we received for it, we went closer to getting a petrochemical industry back in those days than 
we have since.  Brian understood many things, which have become better understood since then.  When people talk 
about cronyism during that period, it was not cronyism; it was Brian Burke and others saying that they would support 
local industry, local companies and local people against the big overseas companies.  There was a period when Sir 
Charles Court was in power that he thought it was essential to woo the big overseas companies.  I do not criticise him 
for it; he did it, he was successful and the Pilbara blossomed as a result.  Brian tried to ensure that the local companies 
blossomed.  It was not cronyism or favouritism in that sense; it was simply an attempt to ensure that local businesses 
got a fair share of what was happening in this State.  
My old friend Peter Dowding and I went to law school together.  He is one of the most charismatic people ever to 
enter Parliament.  He is very talented and a brilliant lawyer.  He is an enigmatic figure in many ways.  At the end of 
the day, I do not believe he had the financial and commercial expertise to handle the maelstrom into which he was 
thrown in 1988.  He might well handle it much better today, but in those days he did not have the necessary 
commercial experience.  To some extent he and others - including myself - were wanting. 
I also pay tribute to an old friend - an old campaigner - and the greatest Minister for Finance this country has ever 
seen.  I refer to Peter Walsh.  He has always stayed loyal to the working class and to his roots and principles.  He is a 
bit tough, but a wonderful person.  I pay tribute to his son-in-law, Gary Gray, who was one of the greatest organisers 
the Labor Party has ever had.  He was certainly the best fundraiser this country has seen.  He was a great political 
strategist and had great rapport with business.  He is a huge loss to our party.   
Ian Taylor and I worked together very well in Kalgoorlie.  I also mention my friend to my left Norm Marlborough.  In 
many ways, he represents the human face of our party and the connection to the old working class, which I hope we 
never leave behind. 
I could have said much more today.  However, I will conclude by saying that we parliamentarians are cruel to 
ourselves.  Our workload has increased dramatically since I first stood for election in 1973-74.  In those days we did 
not have electorate offices or electorate secretaries.  I ask members to try to imagine how they would get by without an 
electorate secretary, a research officer and an electorate office today.  Almost in inverse relation to that increased 
workload, our status has diminished.  That is partly because we have been conned by the media into viciously 
attacking each other.  I believe we can do our job without doing that.  There is room for us to be much kinder to each 
other.  Members should consider the political arena in the United States.  Even at the worst times - such as during the 
nadir of Clinton’s period in government - the media and fellow legislators always treat the President with respect.  
Perhaps we should emulate that situation.  That is how it was when I first came into this place, and I hope we revert to 
that.  I believe we have much more scope to be kinder to each other.  Unless we are, we will not attract good young 
people into Parliament.  We are lucky to have the quality members we have today.  At the behest of Mr McGinty, I 
have been involved in encouraging people to stand for election on behalf of the Labor Party.  He knows how hard it is 
to get high profile people to agree to stand, even when they are offered a safe seat and a direct path to a ministry.  The 
reason they do not want to participate is that they do not want to see their families attacked in the way in which we 
have seen families attacked in the past few years.   
Finally, I want to thank my mother, who is in the gallery.  I thank her for her advice, vitality, support and inspiration.  
I also thank her for coming along to all those rotten court cases.  Thanks, Mum!  It was not fun and I very much 
appreciate her staying at my side during that period.   
I wish my party luck.  I believe it will win government under the guidance of Geoff Gallop and Eric Ripper, and I 
hope it enjoys a long and prosperous period in office.  I also thank my colleagues opposite.  They have been generous 
and I have had a good time.  Thank you. 
[Applause.] 
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