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Kunberleys recently. While I was there,
4 went udand to the experimental site of
e Urd saver dam. Looking at the coast-
hne, one pereeives that it 1s rugged and
rough and disheartening; but 10 or 12
mues inland, oue comes into level country,
uat as a billiard table, where one ean lovk
U or 40 miles in each direction. It is
very MHat, without trees, but there is tall,
beautiful, edible grass, two or three feet
high. It is black-soil country and looked
to be very prolifiec. On the banks of the
river the sub-soil was 20 ft. to 30 ft. deep.

All that is required is water ai the right
time, The daw site is 100 miles up the
river. We went 68 miles and saw the ex-
perimental farm. They planted pumpkins
there on the 29th day of May and on the
2nd July these were eight inches in dia-
meter, hice can be grown and was well
above the ground inside a week. Also sisal
hemp, soya beans, cotton and edible grasses
for grazing can be grown. If it were with-
in his power; if he had the money and the
time available, I would like every member
of the House to go through that country.
Until one views it bhimself one eapnot be-
lieve what it is like. When I made a state-
ment that hundreds of thousands of people
would be settled there in the future when
irrization was in operation, I got a write-
up in a leading article, tuo; but it was not
laudable. It was said that I did not know
what I was talking about. ‘‘Where are we
going to get markets?’’ they asked. We
know there are unlimited markets north of
Australin if we had the goods to supply
them. Mr. Dumas was there very reecently.
IIe is a man of capability, He made a sur-
vey and he said that the settling there of
one million people was not beyond possibi-
lity.

The Minister for Edueation: If the ens-
tomers will pay our prices, it will be all
right.

Mr. TRTAT: They are paying 6s. a hushel

for wheat on:the spot. They would pay
anything there. I think that in the Kim-
herlevs we have a wonderful proposition,
and I am glad the Jews were not success-
ful in settling there.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They are paying
hizher nrices there than here.

Mr. T"TAT: When eabhages are exported
to Singapore thevy fetch £6 15s. a bag.
When peonrle there ean afford to pay that,
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they ¢an pay the ordinary wages of men
who reguire to live in that north country.

The Minister for liducation: That will
not last indefinitely.

Mr, TRIAT: The flow of water coming
down the Ord River must be territic, be-
cuuse it is a mile wide in places and there
are pools three miles long and 20 feet deep
and a half a wile wide. It is beautiful
fresh water which can be drunk. The river
was running slightly when 1 was there, The
proposed dam will eost €1,500,000, and it
will be 238,000 acre teet bigger than the
Hume dam, which 1s the biggest wn the
southern hemisphere aond eost £6,000,000.
We have wonderful possibilities in the north
which are worthy of investigation. Any
member with the time at his disposal dur-
ing the recess should make the trip up there
and view the place for himself, and I am
gure he would return with wonderful ideas
concerning the prospeets of that part of our
Stale, and the posstbility of settling many
people under good conditions and with good
markets available, 1 thank members for
listening patiently to me, T have taken
a lot of libherties, Sir, a lot more than I
should have taken, ard I thank you very
much for your forbeavance.

MRE. YATES {Canning) [9.18]: Since
my entry into this Legislative Assembly
I have listened with great interest to the
expressions of congratulation and o
recriminations that have Aown freely aeross
the Tlouse. Being a new member, I dn
not think the time ix opportane for me to
casl any aspersions on any membher for his
past deeds. T am interested mainly in the
future activities of this House and wha!
they ean do for Lhe people of our State
und, in a broader sense, in assisting °
the Commonwealth sphere. T take this
opportunity of congratulating you, Sir, as
others have done earlier; also of congratn.
lating the Chairman of ("oinmittees. Those
congratulations are very sincere, [ know
that all the felicitations that were bestowed
npon yourself hy the Opposition were equally
sincere. Therefore'T look to a very happy
futore in this House under your guidance.
If the Opposition will bear with me until I
find my feet, T am quite certain that T will
come up fo their expectations of what any
memh-r af ths House chould be able to do
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I represent the electorate of Canning,
held for 14 years by a Labour member, who
worked long and arduously for the district.
If T can do as good a job as he did in
those 14 years, I will be certain of having
done my portion for thiy State, Many
problems confront my electorate, some of
which were passed on to me by my pre-
decessor and, over quite a few of them he
had no centrol, I am hoping that the
future will bring improvements. We have
problems of housing, drainage, reticulation,
watcr supplies, and others which confront
the various electorates of the State. But I
think they are more serious in my eleetorate
than in most of the others because much
of the house-building programme which has
taken place has gone on in the areas east of
the river, Many homes are being built cast
of the Canning Highway. There are streets
of them, bul very little provision has been
made for additional school facilities. The
problem of getting the people into the eity
is, indeed, a seérious one. These matters
were serious three years ago, and today
they are much more so.

I can say, in conneetion with housing,
that some people in my electorate are
living under the most appalling conditions.
There is in Como & caravan park which is
the most iniquitous thing in the State, There
is approximately a half-acre block contain-
ing 24 caravans, for which a ground rent
amounting to 10s. per ecaravan is being paid
by those poor people who cannof{ get into
homes of their own. On top of that they
are paying high rents for the caravans.
Recently I complained to my Government
about this and it was arranged for the
Public Health Commissioner to come out
on a tour of inspection, but I am sorry to
say that prior information wag given to
the owner of these caravans, and he never
worked so hard in all his life as he did that
morning putting down loads of sand and
cleaning ou$ the place o that when the in-
soection occurred it would be spick and
span. Had the inspeetion occurred the day
hefore, T am quite sure the place would
have been condemned. I had three people
from that park come to my home onc wet
night asking me to go and look at the area.

I went out on 2 Sunday morning, when
it was raining, and three of the caravans
were leaking badly and the water was
pouring through the roof. One caravan

"~ is what we are going to do.
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had a family of six living in it, and it
measured approximately 10 feet by 6 feet.
The husband and wife slept in one bunk and
the four children, one of whom was a girl,
were sleeping in another; and their ages
ranged from 15 years down to eight or nine,
That sort of thing is taking place today.
Other people are living in garages with
doors made of iron, with the bottom and top
open to the weather. There is no protection
for them, I am going to do all in my power
to assist in speeding up the building of
houses. In fact, I am going to tell the
House that tomorrow we are going to build
portion of a wall right out in front of Par-
liament House, and any member who likes
to be there at a quarter to two can see a
scheme that might assist in the more rapid
housing of the people. 1f Mahomet will not
go to the mountain, then we must move the
mountain and take it to Mahomet, and that
I feel sure
that the house-building can be
speeded up.

It has been said that the Lahour Govern-
ment fell down on its job. I did net say
that at all. It might have fallen down on
many aspeets of house-building, but I say
this, that the task is up to the present Gov-
ernment, and us on this side of the House,
to prove that we are going to live up to
what we said, and I hope we do, because
we will stand or fall by this house-building
for the people! I have no qualms about
saying that, because it is through a national
emergeney that I bring this before members
tonight. I spend day after day at the
State Houring Commission trying fo get
priorities for people in very bad ecircum-
stances, I have, on numecrous occasions,
attended the Loeal Court to assist people
in having their eviction notices deferred.
I know the difficulties under which the mem-
bers of the State Housing Commission are
working, but 1 say frankly that I am dis-
appointed in the results that I have so far
reeceived. I trust that the future will bring
greater rays of hope for these people. We
do not want 1,000 homes a year; we want
to house everyone without a home, as fast
as we possihly can, and it can be done much
quicker than we are doing it today; although
I admit that things are moving more rapidly
now than they were three months ago. -

The next important item concerning my

district is that of drainage. This matter has
been dealt with in this House by my pre-

project
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decessor. He raised the question of the Can-
nington drainage scheme on many oecasions;
I have read of it in “Hansard.” I have been
approached by the road boards in that area,
and from as far afield as Gosnells, I was
called out a fortnight ago to a public meet-
ing at East Cannington fo discuss this pro-
blein. Together with the Minister for Works
and the members of the Cannington Road
Board, I recently inspected the distriet, and
I say ihat the drainage system in Cannington
i1s the most out-of-date in any town of the
State. The whole of the drainage is a sur-
face scheme and road boards, such as the
Darling Range Road Board and the Bel:
mont Road Board and the outlying distriets,
seem to be quite happy about the water
flowing from their areas into the Cannington
district. In addition, the new Canning dam
is contributing quite a fair portion of over-
flow water to the already over-burdened
district of Cannington. We now find that
the area is walerlogged.

I know of 17 homes that were completely
surrounded by water, and in two cases the
people have had to leave their houses. The
builders have had to knoek off working on
iwo partly-constructed homes because the
buildings were surrounded by water. I am
told by engineers that the water will not
subside until Christmas. Yet, the old
settlers say that until three years ago there
was no sign of water in these areas. T ad-
mit that we have had three very wet winters,
but the time has come when this ecompre-
hensive drainage scheme, which has been
spoken of so mueh by previous Govern-
ments, shonld be put into effect. I am quite
certain also that if the Minister for Works
arranges for a contour survey of the area,
under the Land Drainage Acl, the engineers
of the various boards will put forward some-
thing on whirh to work out a scheme for the
complete drainage of the distriet. I was
asked to go out to the Gosnells Road Board
to interview its engineer, and he put up to
me a good scheme for the drainage of that
district. It means the resumption of a cer-
tain amount of property—some privately-
owned. He feels that if surface drainage
is put through this property to the river
it will be the first step towards the compre-
hensive drainage secheme taking shape. Tt
is up lo me lo see that the Government
assists in baving this survey taken as soon
as possible.
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Much has been said abouf transport, and
the member for Mt. Hawthorn complained
about trams with square wheels, the lack
of buses at City Beach, and mentioned the
fine service provided by private enterprise
at Scarborough and North Beach. South
Perth is unfortunate in this respect. It
is served by Government buses—pietrol
driven—and by trams, * I must admit that
the Metro buses operate along Canning-
highway, but they are not allowed to oper-
ate beyond a ecertzin point, the distance
between the city and that point being con-
trolled by the Government. Owing to the
influx of population to the distriet, we find
that with the present number of buses—
absolutely worn out and over-loaded on all
journeys during peak periods—a number
of people are now not able to obtain trans-
port from their homes to their work in
the morning. I have bad deputations deal-
ing with- the transport problem, especially
in relation to the Hurlingham Estate, a
legacy given to us under the Commonwealth
Housing Scheme. It is a block of 65 homes,
built on a flat where no sane person would
build a bhome, owing to the bad drainage.
It is right away from the main road, where
there are no school facilities for the ehildren
and totally inadequate iransporl facilities
for those needing them.

The present service, which runs along
Canning-highway and turns into Carrington-
street, supplics the needs of the people
in that area, and further out to Como. To-
day one may see pcople at the terminus
of the bus erowding in, and by the time
it has passed a few streets it is full and
has fo go straight on into Perth. Some
people who start work at 9 a.m. have to
leave home at 7.30 in order to get transport
into the city in time for their work. It
is impossible for them to get a seat with
the available transport, I ask the Govern-

.ment to give this matter its earnest con-

gideration, that the existing dangerous buses
be replaced as soon as possible, and that
the present routes be overhauled or examined
to sec whether more favourable rontes can
be laid down to cater for the needs of this
ever-expanding distriet.  Then and then
only will the pcople be satisfied with the
handling of this urgent transport problem.

In my electorate I have all sorts of things
to contend with, Nof many electorates con-
fain river jetties, but unfortunately I have
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o number of them, mostly without tops.
To those who know the Bunbury Bridge,
1 would say there is ome jeity in my
electorate that looks like it—a few poles
stivking out of the water with no top. It
is time that such jetties were put into com-
plete order, as they are there for the bene-
nt oi the publie who use the river, especially
in the summer months,  Children use those
gottics for swimming and dive from them,
and have a lot of bealthy fun and exer-
vse. AE would not require a vast amount
o1’ muney to put them in order but, as they
are non-revenue producing, the Government
frels that they should not be ils responsi-
hility.

That seems to have been the attitude
luken by (lovernments in the past, and I
think I will find it diffienlt to get thege
Jotties put in order, as we would like them.
Yet they arve important and it 1s up to the
(fovernment to keep our river heautiful,
and not to have on it eyesores like the small
jetty beside the Canning Bridge which, al
the present moment, has 18 inches of grass
erowing round it, and no planks on it
It is very dangerous. Now that the tumnlt
and shouting have died and the war is
over, timber is much easier to obtain than
it was, especially for this type of work,
and I think the Governinent should squeeze
a little out of the cofters to place all the
jetties on the river in such order as those
using them would desire. 1 commend that
tusk to the Government.

In the matter of education, ihe same
problems confront people in the Canning
electorate as in all other distriets. There
we have sehools that are over-crowded, The
Kent-street high sehool iz a fine strueture,
built by the Labour Government, and I
commend that Government for having built
it. Tt is a fine place but, though it was
huilt for ten classes, it now houses 15, and is
totally inadequate to the needs of the grow-
ing district east of the river. The Forrest-
strect school, one of the oldest in South
Perth, has an attendance of 675. It was
originally intended to house about 525.
Additional rooms are over-crowded at
present, and there are hat-rooms converted
into class-rooms. That position obtains in
other schools also.

The Collige sc¢hool, of which so much has
been said, is still only a myth. During the
recent clection campaigh, promises were
made—not by me—that that school would
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be started forthwith, As a matter of taet,
the foundations were to be laid within five
or six days, but so far the school has not
tuken shape.  Unless it is built, we will
soon have a great problem on our hands in
dealing with the additional ehldren from
the 200 new homes that have gone up in
the Dysou-street area. It 1s an urgent
necessity that that school be commenced, so
that we may provide school facilities for
these children in the coming year.

Allied with the education of the children
we have the kindergartens. I am certain
that all fathers in this Iouse are keenly in-
terested in the welfare of the infant. IHow
often, when driving along in a ear, one sees
a toddler iwo or tlivee vears of age on the
sidde of the road, with no protection, while
an older boy who is supposed to be lnok-
ing after the infant plays ericket or foot-
ball! We oflen see such children in the
streets, not knowing the danger that con-
fronts them, The parent might be at work
in the house, but if that parent knew there
was a kindergarfen to which the ehild could
be sent during thuse hours, he or she would
know that the ¢hild was safe, and not only
safe, but veceiving the early education which
helps to mould the mind, so that when the
child beeame of age to enter school and join
an infunt elass, it would have some idea of
schooling, and would start with some know-
ledge that at present it would not have.

I urge that all the consideration passible
be given to the kindergarten movement. I
think the Government should support any
move, in any distriet, to see that the kinder-
garten movement flourishes, so that our
children hetween the ages of two and five
vears are kept off the streets and nay re-
ceive the carly education that today is so
necessary for them. We have also our in-
fant health c¢linicx. There is one in South
Perth that is doing a wonderful job. "1
recommend the (fovernment also to support
infant health eclinics wherever they may be
established, for I regard them as helping
towards the future welfare of the State.

I listenod with great interest tonight to
the member for Mt. Magnet when he spoke
with regard to Collie coal. He went to
great length in dealing with the possibilities
regarding that eoal and the use to, which
it could have been put throughout the last
20 or 30 vears., I Ceel that the Labour
Government was sold a pup if what was
said about Mr. Edmondson was true, and
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that instead of having its hands tied 20
years ago it should have investigated this
huge conl deposit to ascertain whether it
was not possible to use it in connection with
our gas supply in Perth, thereby obviating
the necessity for the costly proeess of im-
porting Newcastle coal. If what the hon.
member stated was true, I would also sup-
port a comjlete inquiry into the possibility
of our reverting to the use of Collie coal,
which would give new life to Collie, bring
prosperity to the State and increase our
population by many thousands more.

It has always been a matter of wonder-
ment fo me that we bave not been able to
utilise this great asset., So far we have only
played around with it. I support the views
the hon, member expressed and also those
of the mewmber for Collic with vepard to
the expansion of the industry, and I believe
the Government should support every move
to sce that the coal industry of this State
is explored to the fullest extent. By that
means we shall be able to contribute to the
needs not cnly of Western Australia but to
participate in the coal export trade our-
gelves.

I next come to the matter of police pro-
tection. I have not heard that subject men-
tioned in the House during the course of
the debate. I propose to quote some in-
teresting #figures rvegarding police protec-
tion in the Canning eclectorate, 1t may
surprise members to know that in the elect-
orate of Canning, which includes a fair
proportion of Vietoria Park, the police
station in that area eaters for c¢lose on one-
tenth of the population of the State and
that the district itself covers an area of 36
square miles.  The figures I am quoting
have been supplied to me and I believe they
are authentic. In 1943 the staff at the Vie-
toria Parx police station consisted of one
sergeant and seven other ranks. In 1915
it consistell of one sergeant and six other
ranks and the position now in 1947 is that
the staff consists of onc sergeant and six
other ranks. Since Christmas only five
men have been available and at times the
strength of the staff has been down to four
men.

Since 1943 there has been a reduetion in
weekly working hours in the Police Force,
which has meant that the capacity of the
officers to work has been lessened somewhat
at Vietorin Park. Taking it that we have
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there s1x other ranks, one requires to have
a day off cach week, and that leaves five
men to do seven days' work and each shift
at that station is of 24 hours’ duration, In-
¢luded in their duties is the necessity to
supply a constable one day each week to at-
tend to the Belmont distrief, which is attach-
ed to the station, The transport suppiied to
the officers to deal with the work entailed in
that biz district comprises a motor cycle
and a horse, Besides baving to police the
distriet, the officers have a number of

licenses to issue and these comprise the fol-
lowing :—

Bicyeles .. .- 5,000
Mator Drivery 2,000
Firenrms 1,400
Cart and Carriage 230

In addition to that they are required to com-
pile 140 lots of industrial statistics and 30 lots
of agricaltura] statistics. From the figures
I have quoted, it will he evident to members
that at Icast one new station shofld be
established east towards Cannington, Fail-
ing that, T suggest that the existing station
at Victoria Park be extended to provide
more up-to-date facilities tor the men who
have to toil there. Tp visit that station
and see how the officers have to work, col-
lecting meney from people and issuing
licenses at a small table in a dingy room
amid sarroundings that are not at all con-
genial, wounld T feel sure, amaze imembers
generally,

I also sujraest that to relieve the conges-
tion at the Trafic Department, a scheme be
jut inte oreration whereby all licenses re-
qnived east of the river he obtained] from
Victoria Park and that g second traffic
branch bhe established there.  That would
invelve the extension of the existing huild-
ings, whirh at present are totally inadequate
for housiny the staff and their records. By
doing that, we would greatly lessen the work
and avoid to a very great degree the conges-
tion in dealing with licenses at James-street.
It would also make it easier for people,
especially those who are elderly, who went
tn the Vietoria Park station to procure their
licenses. T eommend that secheme to the
Government and I sugzgest that something
be done iwmediately to relieve the already
overhurdened station where men are doing a
great ijoh with n small staff and policing
a very laree territory.

Tf a eal is received from Cannington,
which iz five or six miles from Victoria
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Park, it means that the man at the station
has to leave and proceed to where his ser-
vices are required, with the result that by
the time he gets there the damage is done,
the thief has got elean away and there is
no chance of anything being accomplished.
I think members will agree that the officers
there are entitled to more consideration
than they have received so tar, 1 admit
that the <tuff position in the Police Force
was serious during the war years but the
leeway s now heing made up. However,
I sugwest that the points 1 have made
shonld be kept in mind so that when the
present Police School iy terminated, first
congideration should be given to the com-
plete staffing of the Victoria Park police
station, - '

The next subject I am going to deal with
coneerns the 40-hour week, which is very
dear to the hearts of the Labour movement
and not only to those comprised in that
section but to quite a large number on the
GGovernment side of the House who favour
the 20-hour week, I say quite frankly that
the present (ioverninent is not against that
move--despite the fact that recent propa-
randa hinted that it was opposed to such
n change. In wy opinion the 40-hour week
will eventually be adopted in this eountry,
but T do not think the time is vipe for it
to he put into complete operation now.

Mr. Styants: It never is!
Mr. Needham: No, never!

Mr. YATES: History shows that the
hours of the working week have improved
aradually over a period of many years and
rizht down from early times. In Great
Britain, members will be interested to learn,
the working week is now approximately 47
hours per week. Tt is also signifieant to
note that in the eotton industry the workers
agreed to waive their demand for a shorler
working week in preference to giving their
full support to Britain’s urgent require-
ments for further exports. In the Unifed
States of America, where men work under
various awards, the average working week
is ahont 40 hours. In some cases it falls
as low as 37 on account of shift work.
But workers there ave controlled hy indi-
vidual acreements and covered by various
awards which are not always observed.
Some of the agreements are frequently
broken for the benefit of the State. Tn
Canada, the average working week is clase
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on 48 hours. Although there are 10 public
holidays in that Dominion, in most cages
only live of them are paid holidays. So, in
comparison with Canada, Australia is still
on the right side. In South Afriea the
average working week is 46 hours and, in
the Argentine, slightly higher than 44 hours,
Sweden has a 48-hour weck, In New Zea-
land a 40-hour week was introduced some
time ago and is observed, but we must bear
in mind that New Zealand is largely a pri-
mary producing country and therefore the
4(-hour week does not affect that Dominion
as greatly as it would a more highly indus-
trialised country.

The 43-hour week was first introduced
in Australia in 1836, and although the
general working week up to the beginning
of the present century was approximately
M hours, it is noteworthy that the iron-
mongers—whether they had a union, I am
not sure, but they were banded together-—
orizinally introduced the 48-hour week.

Mr. Fox: Was it not the bricklayers?

Hon. A. H. Panton: T thought it was the
slonemasons,

Mr. YATES: The ironmongers, at any
rate, were the first to bring it before a re-
vognised authority. Today the majority of
the workers in Anstralia enjov at least one
week’s holiday a year with full pay, and
a lot of them receive public holidays on
full pay. The position in Australia regard-
ing holidays compares more than favour-
ably with that of any other country. I
wish {o quote a lengthy extraet from a pub-
lication entitled “*The 40-honr Week?’
issned by the Institute of Public Affairs,
Vietoria. It savs—

The 40-hour week is a national issue. It should
he considered from a national standpoint, It
will affect, in a greater or lesser degree, all
momhbera of the Australian publie. Tt should,
therefore, he decided in the light of its effecty
an all the Australian people and not just n
seetion of them. The question at stake is not
whether the 40-hour week will or will not hene-
fit any particular seetion of the nation, buwn
whether it will or will not benefit the nation
a: a whale,

The 40-hour week wonld affect different see-
tions of the people differently. Among those
who stand to lose least from its introduetion are
possibly the larger cmployers of labour. Amon
those who stand to Jose most are the lower-
middle ind middle income ecarnery in receint
nf salaries and those whose income iz deter-
minad primarily by what they receive from
their investments. All sections, however, woul.l
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sutier serious detriment from the introduction
of a 40-hour week at the present time.

Tue progressive reduction of working hours
is regarded by the Institute to Le one of the
most important of the advantages arising uut
of industrial progress, The purpose of modern
industry should be to provide not merely an
jocreasing volume and variety of goods at a
constantly deereasing real vost to the publie—
and thus a higher.material standard of life—
but alse to improve progressively the conditions
of work so as to provide more time for leisure
and self-improvement. It is necessary to strike
# balanee botween more leisure and more real
income.  Baut it would, in our view, be wrong
and short-sighted for the community to work
shorter hours at serious cost to its material
standardy of life, when, for many of its mem-
hers, thove standards are already relatively low,

Seientific studies on the relation of hours te
ountput poiunt irresistibly to the cunclugion thut
a reduction of the staudard working week from
14 hours to 40 would lead to a fall in the total
production of gouds and gervices, There is also
good reason to believe that under present eon-
ditions the introduction of the 40-hour week
would be unlikely to lead to any significant im-
provement in the rate of production—that is,
ontput per man-hour. Until the capital eguip-
ment of ndustry is modernised and restored to
full efficiency in the production of peace-time
gooda and serviees, and wntil the training, trans-

. ference and replacement of labour in peace-time
jubs is well forward, it would be optimistic to
look for any meterial inerease in man-hour out-
put.

The key to the immediate economic problem
before Aunstralia is preater production. We are
suffering from a decline in our standards of
life, forced on us by the war. We need great
quantities of practically every conceivable kind
of consumer gaods and articles. We need vast
numbers of new houses, We need an improve-
ment in the range nand quality of many kinds
of services, We need capital goods for indus-
trial modernisation and national development.

But the world far more than Australin is in
dire need of more commoditieg to make up for
the economic losses and ravages of war—food
to snecour tens of millions threalened with
famine, capital equipment to restore war-shat-
tered industries, goods of every description to
counter poverty and to raise standards. To
choose greater leisure now would mt only in-
tensify our own internal diflieulties, but eould
rightly be regarded as an act of eallous indif-
ference to the world’s suffering.

Whatever the potential produetivity of Aus.
tralian industry and the potential standard of
life it ean support, it i3 an irrefutable fact that
the present standard of life is relatively Jow—
mnch lower than in 1939 and, in fact, lower
than the Australian people have paossessed for
many years. The volume of goods and services
of practieally every kind at present available
for the enjovment of the Australinn public is
inndrquatr—in some instances tragically inade-
onnte—and little greater than that of the worst
vears of the war, This, in our view, in itself
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congtitutes an almost irresistible argument
against the generul introduction of a 40-hour
week at the present time.

One of the main arguments used to justify
the infroduction of the 4-hour week 13 that
during the war the productive power and techui-
val resources of induestry have immeasurably Lo-
proved. While we do nut helivve it 18 possible
to measure, with aay degree of precision, the
movement in overall productive elliciency over
the war years, the available gtatistics suggust
that this brond claim is without foundation.
But, even allowing that industrial efticieney
has been raised by wartime aevelopments, the
urgent present need for greater produrtion
should take precvedence over any question of
shortening hourg of work. 1In other wordy, if
productivity has increased, the advanee shouatd
be used to inerease output rather than to reduce
hours.

1t iz generally vecognised that oume of the
most serious dangers threatening n country at
the conclusion of 8 major war is that of intla-
tion, This danger can be countered in fwo ways;
first, by increasing production to the utmost sv
that the Jdisparity hetween the supply of goods
and the demand for them iz narrowed, and,
second, by maintaining stability in prives and
costs through measures of price control, unti}
a reasonable equilibrium has been uachieved Le-
tween supply and demand, The 40-hour week
wouid be unfavouralile to both these conditions
—the first because of its effects on production
and the second because of its tendeney to push
up prices,

The introduction of a 40-hour week should
not, in our view, be considered until the volume
of civilian goods and services per head of the
populution has been restored to at least the
pre-war level, and until the nation’s stock of
vapital equipment has been modernised, placed
ont a competitive basis with that of the other
advanced industrial eountries, and expaunded so
as to offset substantially the Josses eaused by
the interruption of economic progress by the
war.

How long this will take depends largely on
the steps that are taken mow to raise the pro-
ductive power and efficiency of indusiyy.

The faster the productivity of industry cun
be raised the more rapidly will it be possible
to overcome present shortages and to restore
standards of living, and the earlier will the
intreduction of the 40-hour weck hecome a
desirable economic proposition.

When the transition fo a peoee-time economy
is thoroughly eomplete the question of a shorter
working week should, in our view, be brought
up for gerious consideration and a decision
ghould then be made upon it in the light of the
economic industrial conditions ruling at the
time, Among the likely factors which will bear
upon its desirability or otherwise will he the’
efficiencey of industry, the genaral ecanamic and
financial position of the country, particularly
our competitive ability in relation to overseas
countries, and the time spent in work by the
Australian community compared with the work-
era of other countries.
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There members have a comprehensive spr-
voy by the Institute of Public Affairs in
Victoria as to the reasons why a 40-hour
week, although desirable, should not be
introduced at present, Members must all
admit that we faee terrific shortages of
every commodity required in our everyday
life and needed to make our State expand.
This has been brought home to us time and
fime again in this Chamber in the many
speeches which have been delivered by mem-
hers concerning the shortages of this and
that commodity and concerning what the
(iovernment is going to do about releasing
this or thaf commodity. What we need n
this Stute today is work and plenty of it—
hard work.

Ilon. A. 1. Panlon: You have been listen-
ing to Sir James Mitchell,

Mr. YATES: Our forefathers worked
hard, Many members in this Chamber toiled
for years and are still toiling for the benefit
of the State, We need a greater effort by
our people; we need a greater effort by our
unionists to ensure that they get behind the
Government, irrespective of what Party is
in power. '

Member: The workers did not cause the
WOr.

Mr. YATES: I do not know who caused
the war. 1 fought in it, too, and I have seen
the misery that followed it. It is the eause
of our present shortages. Why, therefore,
do we want shorter working hours, more
holidays and higher pay, when it is our dufy
to clenr the State of its liabilities~—and by
that I mean its shortages? Let us get into
production again and infuse new life inta
our younger population, so that they will
not zo fo'the S.P. shops and try to earn a
living hy their wits. Every man who earns
his living in that way is a dead loss to the
State, Let each man explore every avenue
whereby he may better bimself, not only
for his own benefit but for the benefit of
the community also, That is why 1 put the
caze for the deferment of the 40-hour week.
1 am quite sineere when I say that 1 be-
lieve in if.

My father was a good unionist. He as-
sisted to found the Plasterers’ Union in this
State and toiled for its advancement for
many vears. No finer unionist ever lived.
He has passed a lot of his ideas on to me.
I believe in unionism and belonged to &
nnion. | believe the unions can assist the

[ASSEMBLY.)

State better than they are doing today, bul
not all unions. A case in question occurred
yesterday, where the Lumpers’ Union de-
cided what it would send out of the country.
Are we not the masters and should we not
decide what shall be exported from the
State? The lumpers are there to sece that
goods do go out of the State, If we are of
opinion that potajves and onions should not
be exported from the State, it is up to us
to pass legislation to stop them leaving. Wo
should not let the decision rest with any
body of men: we should do the deciding
onrselves.

I urge every member of the House to pull
his weight and to get every person with
whom he comes into comtact—business
people, farmers and others—to do their best
to overcome the present shortages. If that
be done, | am quite certain our present
diflienlties will be overcome the sooner, and
the sooner will come prosperity, higher
wages and shorter hours for the workers
of our State. I commend that suggestion

to all members.

I wish to speak about community hotels,
I favour them, whercver possible, but a
certain section of the public does not. I
have here quite a number of eirculars issued
under the name of an association in West-
ern Australia for the promotion of private
enterprise. It is unsigned; the address given
i1s Howard-street, but the number is not
stated, It is headed, “Indirect Socialism.
Commnunity Move Exposed.” It proceeds tu
PXpose community moves.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You do not think
that comes from this side of the House?

Mr. YATES: I aun quite certain if does
not. Another pampblet, issued by Ihe same
assoriation, hits at the residenfs of Bruce
Rock., 1t is headed, “To the Residents of
Bruce Rock:-and District. Re Community
1lotel.” “

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I would put that
where you put all anonymous eorrespond-
ence.

Mr. YATES: Tt goes on to deseribe how
terrible it will be if ever there is a com-
munity hotel at Bruee Rock. I think that
State hotels should now be either sold or
given back fo the community and run by
the people. I say so for this reason, that
the communities which formed co-operative
stores in very many parts of the State, as

)
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well as in England and Ameriea, have
achiesed outstanding suecesses. These inove-
nmenfs bave been of great benefit to the
p vpic ol the district as well as of benefit
to the Swate, 1 do not think any member
of the ltouse will disagree with me on that
point. The e¢stablishment of such stores has
not presented the opening of others in the
aisttiets concerned, the carrying on of their
busiiesses and the making of profits; all
have prospered.  This doeument, however,
trivs w point out that if the community
were to own an hoiel, utter chaos would
reign among those who control it. 1l says

that the twtel would probably show a loss’

and" it quotes the profit made last year by
our State botels. 1t states— '
Remember the State hotels for the last year
for which statistics are at present available
ouly made £2,179 profit between the seven of
them,
That differs trom the figure which I read in
the annual report last week. There the
amount meutioned is £8,000. That, how-
ever, is not a very high profit.
Hon. A. H. Panton: State Hotels should
not be run for profit but for service.

Mr. YATES: That is just what is nol
happening. They are not being run for
profit. The Bruce Roek hotel 1s not giving
the service which it should as a State hotel.

This fact must also he borne in mind, that .

once a State hotel is erected in any dis-
triet the Government takes steps to see
that no other hotel is built there, so that
it will not be faced with opposition. If
another hotel were to be built at Bruce
Roek today, the State hotel could close. The
time is opportune for the Government to
investignte the matter of getfing rid of
State hotels whieh have a monopoly. The
Government should not engage in hotel
trading. The present State hofels are not
showing the profit that they should, when
one tukes into account the tremendous out-
lay of capital. The State hotels should
either be leased or given to the eommunity,
so that they may be conducted more advan-
tagreously than the Government is econduet-
ing them today. T commend any move
whieh the present Government might take
for the disposal of our State hotels, but
snggest that priority should be given to the
community o take them over, if that is
nt all possible under our present constitu-

tion.
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The member for IKanowna said the
coloured ruces porth of Ausiralia had their
eyes on this vountry, or words to that ef-
fect, I agree with him. The many millions
of peaple who live north of Australia nre
a definite threat to our future. No one knows
it more than those who served in the islandg
durtng the war. While in New CGuinea [
had an opportumty to talk to a Japauese
prisoner of war. He had been well edu-
cated and he spoke good English, Ile was
very philosophical regarding his capture.
He was certain his life was finished and
that he would never return to his mother
country; but he said, “We will be back in
10 years, 20 years, 50 years. What does
time matter? We will be back, and next
time we will get Australia.” He was quite
certain of that. It was something which
had been instilled into the minds of the
Japanese: that they might miss out on their
first venture, but they would not on their
second. The threat is always going to re-
main while the Japanese Empire remains
as large as it is; while we have those many
hundreds of islands in between Japan and
Australia on which so many millions of the
colonred races live. That threat is a very
real one, They told us in 1919 that a war
had just been concluded to end all wars.
How deluded those old diggers were!

Hon, A. I, Panton: They told us that
in 1914, when they wanted us to en.

Mr. YATIEES: And it was believed,
Mr, Marshall: No!

Mr. YATES: The same as we are made
to believe it today when the same phrages
are put over,

Hon. A. H. Panton: The same as it will
be believed next time!

Mr. YATES: Guided by past experience,
they are very careful about mentioning that
there will be no more war. The evidence to
the contrary is still with ns, We read daily
in the paper of the unrest and discontent
that exist thronghout the world. But leav-
ingz aside the other nations, we are interest-
ed primarily in our own country; and I
think that the worst step that eould have
been taken in this country was to abolish
compulsory military training.

I believe that compulsory military train-
ing is the best training any youth ean get
to assist him at some future date when he
might he called on in an emergency to guard
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our very shores. I used to attend compul-
sory military traming in my carly youth;
and although I had some hard knocks dur-
ing the many camps I attended, I am cer-
tain it gave me a different outlook on life.
[ came to enjoy it. I liked it so much that
I took an interest in it and went through
the ranks untidl I transferred to the fields.
When training of a sort was reintroduced,
in an organisation known as the Militia, I
joined up with the 28th Battalion in Kal-
goorlie. T went throngh examinations and
took a keen interest in the movement. Just
before the war started I was going to a
meeting of the Miltia and was
derided in the street as a “pansy,” bhecause
I was dressed in a uniform with brass but-
tons and went along the street carrying a
rifle. Not long afterwards the very man
who called me a “pansy” was a private in
a platoon I commanded and I was able to
aot a portion of my own back.

Mr. May: Two ‘“pansies.”

Mr. YATES: Quite right; but one was
much larger than the other! But the man
who derided the very thing I was striving
for was onc of the first to join up and he
tried to do his best for his country. Had
he been given early training he would not
have derided the Militia but would have
been keenly alive to what it stood for. So
I appeal to our Government to support any
move for the reintroduction of compulsory
training. It does no harm to the lads to
go through training during the week and
to spend a fortnight in camp once a year.
It makes men of the{:l. It is the way for
them to find out whether they ecan “take it”
or not.

As it does not dp any harm and is likely
lo do the counfry a vast amount of good,
hecause it teaches young men the funda-
mental prineciples of welfare and of pro-
teetton; and as it gives the authorities an
idea of where to secure potential leaders,
which would he laeking without the reintro-
duction of the scheme, I hope the Govern-
ment will support a mave for suoeh train-
ing. The present permanent standing Army
is & different set-up altogether. It does not
teach youths as they should be taught. The
right idea exists in public sehools and col-
leges where there is cadet training. But let
the system be introduced into civilian life
and let the young men who now waste their
time at week-cnds take their share also. If

[ASSEMBLY.]

¢adets ean be trained, why not youths in

‘the outside world?

I wish to say a little about the City of
Perth. A lot has been said about bus
shelters, We have our problem in South
Perth where people have to wait in the rain
and T have been trying to get bus shelters
erected out that way. [ had a proposition
to submit regarding sheller for a certain
number of people who use buses. As is
known, buscs that travel to South Perth
and Como leave the old G.P.0. building in
St. George's-terrace. At peak periods a queune
of people i1z to be seen stretching from in
front of the sleps to Barrack-street, as far
as the lane on some occasions. They have
to stand there winter and summer waiting
for buses, In the summer the heat of the
sun pottrs down on them and they have no
protection; and in the winter they are
drenched by rain.

The proposition I have in mind
is .that a cantilever verandah be
erected around the bulding from the lane
in Barrack-street into St. George's-terraee
and right along to Catbedral Avenue. It
would not interfere with traffic in any shape
or form and would provide shelter for
people eoming from the river if they were
caught in a shower of rain, Above all,
it would provide a much-needed shelter for
bus patrons. I urge the Government to go
into that proposition and give it fullest
consideration. I am certain it would assist
bus patrons during the winter and summer
months when they are awaiting transport.

I also suggest that the taxis whieh are
now able to stand right up to the edge of the
bus-stop outside the old G.P.0. be removed
and that the bus stand take up the whole
block to the Cathedral corner. At 1 o’clock
on Saturdays when people are going home
from the city or going to the races, there
is frightful congestion at the bus stop. Then
in the centre of the road there is the under-
ground lavatory and there are taxis back-
ing out from the kerb and mixing with
pedestrians and ‘other traffie. There is no
reason why those taxis—there are about 10
of them—should not be removed down the
other side of Cathedral Avenue, between
there and Pier-street, where they would not
interfere with the flow of traffic.

The Government should also go into the
matter of underground lavatories, which
should be removed. If not, an entrance
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should be made from the footpath and the
surface covered so that traffic can use the
road. Those lavatories are a wmenace to life
and limb. 1 konow of one case of death
and many cases of serious Injury eaused
through vehieles, sometimes driven by inebri-
ated drivers, crashing info the irom rail-
ings in wet weather, The time has come
in onr eitv, which is already overtaxed with
traffic, for the demolition of these unsightly
structures, snd for them to be moved to
chfferent areas.

The next item I am going fo tonch on
briefly, deals with the employment of boys
in the Government service, It is a well-
known fact that most Government depari-
ments fnd it extremely hard to get boys
of school-leaving age, the reason being that
they are given no continuity of employment
but are forced to leave when they reach the
age of 16, or at latest 17, vears. University
students then take their place and continue
their career in the Government, On the
"Iyt July last, 16 Government departments
found it impossible to secure the services
of Boys to do their messages and inter-de-
partmental work. A few of those depart-
ments were the P.W.D., Lands, Forests,
Water Supply, the Public Trustee, the
State Housing -Commission, the Electoral,
and the Main Roads. Advertisements appear
regularly in the Press, but the departments
get no answers. I do not blame the parents.
What chance in life has a boy got who
wastes three years of his early youth in
these departments, with no opportunity of
proving that be will be a good employee?
The policy evidently is that they must have
a University education or, at the least, pos-
sess the Junior University certificate before
being given permanent employment.

What of our many Government heads to-
day—our Under Secretaries? How many
of them weni through z university before
joiming fhe service? T think that in most
cases they joined as youths and gained ex-
pericnce as they went along. Some might
have gone to night school, and ‘some might
have goi junior certificates. If a lad bas
ibility and can adapt himself to the work
f the department in which bhe is employed,
1e should be given an opportunity of mak-

g a career of the job from the time he

ies, and not tossed out at the age of

| or 17 vears. These children should be

"wed to pass the necessary examinations

b
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for the Government work in which they are
employed.

Take a Loy who has the junior certificate!
After he has been a ycar or fwo in a de-
partment, he probably nceds to have a
knowledge of only one or two subjeets to
carry out his work. 1f, 10 or 15 years
later, he is given an opporfunity of trans-
ferring, he will find that he has forgotten
practically all he ever learned at the time
of passing his junior examination.  That
is what oeecurs in most eases. He remembers
a certain amount of arithmetic and a little
history, geometry and so on, but the rest
is lost. The ‘boys joining these departments
should be given a chadce to study for the
necessary examinations and not be told,
“You are on the temporary staff and must
go when you are 16 or 17, irrespective of
your ability,” I commend to the Govern-
ment the matter of making an inspection
into the position of the employment of boys
in Government departments today.

Another matter I must touch on is one
that some other member mentioned and he
nearly brought the House down. 1t is that
dealing with the scandalous imposition on
the people of Australia by the Common-
wealth Government deciding to take over
control of all banks. I do not think that
any man in his heart here, irrespective of
what Party he stands for, can honestly
believe that what the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is doing is right.

Mr, Reynolds: Do not make any mistake
about it!

Mr. YATES: T am sorry for the hon.
member, because he will be sorry for the
state that this country will get into if this
proposition is brought into being. We were
told that King O’Malley would turn in
s grave if he knew the turn that events
have taken today.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: He is not in his
grave!

Mr. YATES: I was told this afternoon
that he was dead. At any rate, he would
be a very sorry man to see this go through.
This was never his intention., TWhat he
wanted was that we should have a central
Commonwealth Bank, and he instituted that
scheme, which has been successful. He
never infended that everyone in the country
shounld be under the complete subjueation
of the Commonwealth Government hecause
of its financial set-up, and that is what the
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position will be if this scheme comes into
operation. It is well known that several
men now deceased, started on the same
tactics. One was Hitler and another was
Maussolini. They went out for all the power
they could get, and when they controlled the
finances of their couniries they were able
to do what they wanted, and they controlled
every person, body and soul. Do not fell
me that we would get a fair deal if the
banks were all under the authority of the
Commonweaith, If one bank said, “I
cannot give you any money,”’ it wounld be
hopeless to go to any other. Today a per-
son can try many banks and, perhaps, find
one that will fit in *with his reguirements.
I am not a capitalist but the same as most
other members here, and I feel that this
is a revolutionary step. It is not for the
benefit of our people.

Mr. Reynolds: It is evolutionary, not
revolutionary.

Mr. YATES: It is revolutionary. The
time might come when we might go to a
bank and ask for £100 and be told that
we conld only have £10.

Mr. Marshall: That has happened to me
thousands of times already!

Mr. YATES: When all these banks come
under the Commonwealth Bank, 1 might
go along with a friend, and say to the bank
manager, “I might be the next Premier of
this State, what about giving this man a
loan?” He would reply, “I will fix it up.”
Do not members think that politieal pres-
sure will be brought to bear on the adminis-
tration of these banks? It is a political
move, and a political move only. It will be
a sorry day for our people when this legis-
lation is brought in.

Mr. Graham: You have ruined an other-
wise good speech,

Mr. YATES: I am only saying what I
feel is right. The hon. member can say what
he thinks at some future time, and 1 will
respect what he believes. If he disagrees
with me, I will still be friendly with him.
I believe the future of our country will be
impaired by this iniquitous step. The Com-
monwealth Government will eontrel us body
and soul. It will have charge of our purse,
and will dictate what we are to do, What
will come next on the list? Probably the
insurance companies!

Mr. Revnolds: They will nationalise the
Liberal Party.

[ASSENBLY.]

Mr. YATES: It has been whispered fo
a long time that this gnd that will be done
The Commonweaith Government has nov
shown itself in its true colours and prove
itself false to the people by taking thi
step, No sane persons would have votes
that Government into power if they ha
known of this. Do not tell me that it i
not frand!

Ion. E. Nulsen: It has always been thi
policy of the Labour P’arty.

Mr, YATES: It has still to get past th
High Court. There will be a big battle ove:
this. 1 hope that right will come out or
top. I am sure this is a retrograde step
and that al] decent thinking people in thi:
country, Labour or otherwise, will agre(
that the Commonwealth Government shoul¢
not interfere with banking in Australia
The banking iastitutions have carried on b
the benefit of free trade in the land fo
over a cenfury. The banks depend upon the
goodwill of the people to remain open. They
have supported the pcople, and between thi
two—the banks and the peoples—the coun
try has progressed.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They smashed a few
in the early ’90’s.

Mr, YATES: I do not remember that fa
back, though the member for Leederville
may, If onme did not get finance from ¢
bank one would have to get it from a money-
lender, who would put the serews on. The
banks bave done a grand job in this country
espeeially during the last war. If all the
hanks were under the control of the Com-
monwealth and a central bank, and existing
avenues were closed, I do not believe this
stheme would work out at all well, As s
member of this House I protest strongly
against this, the most iniquitous act yel
perpetrated by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, I trust tbat this Government will
support any move to see that something is
done to oppase this action by the Common-
wealth, particularly when the matter goes
before the High Court. When I read the
article in the Press, setting forth the in-
tentiong of the Commonwealth Government.
I thought a very dangerous step had been
taken. T would not like to say here what I
really think about it.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: T would like 1‘1
hear Mr. Speaker on this question. 1_

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr. YATES: I have covered a fair bit
of ground tonight and if I have trodden on
anyone’s corns I am sorry.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not mind the
corns, That is what you are here for.

Mr. YATES: I appreciate the courtesy
extended to me by all members since I
have been here. I have made many friends
among both Labour members and members
of the Government, and I am certain that
my future in this House will be a happy
one. I will give of my best and co-operate
with all members for the welfare of this
great State of ours,

On motion by Hon. E, H. H. Hall, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 1034 p.m.

Hegislative Coamcil.

Wednesday, 20th August, 1947,

Pace
Queation:  Railways, as Lo Illesel far Knlgoorlle-
Espernnce line e e
Leave of absence e v 255
Address-in-reply, sixth day e vw 256

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.

RATLWAYS,

As to Diesel for Kalgoorlie—Esperance
Line.

Hon. R. J. BDYLEN asked the Minister
for Mines:

(1) Has consideration been given by the
Minister for Railways to the neeessity of
providing a Diesel rail coach for the Kal-
goorlie-Norseman-Esperance line?

(2) If so, is there any likelihood of hav-
ing one in operation by the next Christmas
holiday season?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) It is impossible to make any such pro-
mise at the present time, but every effort

will be made fo meet the desires of the
Goldfields’ residents in the matter.

C.8.A. sheep trucks.

255

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh,
leave of absence for twelve consecutive sit-
tings granted to Hon. J. G. Hislop (Metro-
politan) on the ground of public business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sizth Day,
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A, L. LOTON (South-East) [4.35] =
I wish to congratulate you, Sir, upon your
appointment as Deputy President and trust
that you will have an easy time in the
Chair during the unavoidable absence of
the President. It is to be hoped that before
the expiration of the leave granied to Mr.
Seddon he will be restored to good health,
and we look forward to having him back
in the Chair. I also congratulate Mr. Parker
uwpon his appointment as Minister for
Mines and Health, and Mr. Wood upon
his elevation to the position of Honorary
Minister in charge of the Agricultural De-
partment, Members representing the rural
areas are gratifled at having a practical
Minister dealing with agricultural matters
because we realise that when we hring our
problems hefore him he can visnalise the
difficulties #Mom the eorrect angle without
having to rely upon his official advisers
for direetions as to the conrse he should
pursue,

This afternoon my remarks will be con-
fined mostly to matters coming under the
Jurisdiction of the Honorary Minister at
the Agricultural Department.  The first
question I wish to bring under his notice
deals with the defieiencies with regard to
These are specal
trucks provided by the Railway Department
for the econveyance of lambs to the market.
They are fitted with a type of erating so
as to prevent the lambs from becoming
soiled in transit. Some relcrence wa$ made
recently in the Press fo the matter, and for
some unknown reason the railway authori-
ties are not now supplying the irueks. Only
a fortnight ago one of the reports dealing

with stock sales at Midland Jufetion, com-

meneed with the following words:—
Muany lambs were submitted in a soiled con-

c't_ijion with consequent loss to the producers,

I trust the Honorary Minister will take

this matter up with the Commissioner of

Railways and with the Minister for Rail-



