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sessed and by which this State has so much
henefited. Amongst our wealthy men—not
very many in number unfortunaiely—the
name of Sir Winthrop Hackett will go down
to posterity as one of the few who recognised
the claims that literature, science, and art
have upon weallh. He did all that he eould
to enconrage the higher life of the people of
thizs State, and he has raised amongst s
memorials which will be lasting, to his mem-
orv—memorials such as the University of
which (he leader of the House has spoken,
the King’s Park, the Zoological Gardens, the
Art Gallery, and the Museam, all of which
provide an eloguent testimony to a-life of
usefulness in the service of the State. And
not alone during his life; but that the hon.
gentleman was mindful of these institutions
iz atlested by his last will and testament, un-
der which provision has been made which
shows the good-will he bore to all those in-
stitutions, which proves that he was deter-
mined that even beyvond his life the good
which he had begun should be earried to a
suceesful issne. With regard to Mr. Sewell,~
he was a gentleman, and a memhber of a party
of much promise. Unfortunately he was with
us all too short a time. Those of us who
possessed the acquaintance and friendship of
the late Mr. Sewell know that he represented
to the fullest possible degree that eommunity
in Western Australia which is of so wvital
importance to us and the importance of
which is growing every day—the agriculiural
and pastoral eommunity, of which he was so
successful and so efficient a member. With
regard to Mr. Griffiths, perhaps the saddest
fate of all overtook him, becanse, having won
to a height which might he the ereditable am-
bition of any man in the State, death robbed
him of the opportunity of partaking of the
honours which he had, as Mr. Drew has said,
so ereditably and so brilliantly won. 1 have
very much pleasure in seconding the vote of
condolence moved by the Colonial Secretary.

The PRESIDENT [3.56]: T may be per-
mitted fo add a wreath of respect to the
memory of our oldest member, and if, on
account of the eireumstanees whichk control
our meeting, our condolence may seem be-
lated, T can assure Lady Hackett and her
-children that it is none the less sincere. In
many respeets the death of Sir Winthrap
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was hardly a matter for mourning. Full of
vears, fuil of honours, with faculties bright
and affections warm to the last, lam-
ented by the public and by many
private friends, s passing to God’s
merey was an euthanasia. Through (he
thoughtfulness of the Hon. J. F. Cullen,
I was prompted to wrile an eneouraging
and sympathetie letter to Mrs. Sewell in the
midst of her nursing cares and anxieties;
but it did not reach the home before our
friend had passed away. I had the melan-
choly salisfaction of being present at the
funeral. Our friend Mr, Sewell did not push
himself forward. His demeanour as a mem-
ber was marked by quiet attention, regular
atlendance, and performance of duty. He
was & good man, and had the ovnament of a
meek and gentle spirit, and in guietness and
confidence found his strength. He had the
respect of vs all. The hon. Sir E. H. Wit-
tenoom is our only member who was present
when I entered the Council in 1898, and to
me these obituary reminders are very im-
pressive, and they leave the solemn warniug
for each of us to serve his day and genera-
tion. I support the motion.

Question passed, members sianding.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY (Central) [3.58]:
I beg to move the adoption of the following
Address-in-reply to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor to the Speech he has jusi delivered to
us—

May it please your Ezcellency, we, the
Legislative Council of the Parliament of
the State of TVestern Australia in Parlia-
ment assembled, beg to express our loyally
to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to
thank your Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to address to Parlia-
ment.

In moving this motion I wish to add my ex-
pressions of sympathy to the bereaved rela-
tives of the deceased gentlemen mentioned in
the motion of condolence moved by the Col-
onial Secretary. Our hearts go out in sym-
pathy to the widows and relatives; and as
regards the deceased gentlemen themselves,
I feel sure that 1 voice the opinion of all
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when 1 say, “Peace to their ashes.” It is
not my intention to take up much time in
moving this motion, for I have been given
to understand that the present is ene of the
many oceasions when brevity on the part
of a speaker is most appreciated.

The PRESIDENT: The bon. member bas
perfect liberty of speech. He can continue
as long as he likes.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: Again 1 say, Mr.
President, on an oceasion like this, it is
rather hard for one to give the whole of one’s
time and altention to loeal politiecs. The
war clond 1o Europe overshadows every-
thing and is responsible for grave anxiety,
and apguish too, in many an Anstralian
home. We, as a portion of the British Em-
pire, have thrown our mantle of protection
over the weaker nations who are fighting,
not only for that autonomy which we so
highly prize, but for their very existence,
for their hearths and homes. That is the
reason why to-day there are millions of
money going up in smoke and the flower
of the human race is going under. And
amongst those beroes, and heroines, too, are
many Australian fairest sons and daugh-
ters, who to-day are receiving their baptism
of blood. It is a matter for congratulation
that the war cloud is showing a silver lining,
and it is to be boped that even before this
session of Parliament is at an end the cur-
fain will have been rung down on the great-
est war ever konown in the history of the
nations. It is clear to my mind that the
Government is desirous of a successful pro-
secution of the war; His Excellency’s Speech
goes to show that, although many matters
have been mentioned which are possibly
more or less of a controversial nature. Still
we readily admif the importance of them ali,
and the Government may naturally on that
aeconnt look forward to many of those meas-
ures being passed by this Chamber without
a great amount of opposition. For instance,
we have such a measure as the initiative and
referendum, a most democratic measure
adopted by many progressive nations. Again,
I am pleased to note that mention has been
made of reform in the direction of making a
common roll to inelide State and Common-
wealth. As one who has bad a little experience
in elecioral matters, it has always seemed 1o

me ridiculous, to say the least of it, that
two sets of rolls should be required for the
same people, and I sincerely trust that the
Government will be suecessful in seeuring a
measure of reform in this direction, therelsy
bringing these rolls into uniformity and
giving satisfaction to all parties concerned.
I am pleased, too, to note that the Govern-
ment has made mention of its intention to
bring legislation to give returned soldiers the
opportunity of seeuring a vote for the Legis-
lative Council. At the presenl time, unless
a soldier has certain speecific qualifications,
he is denied the privilege or the right of
having a*vote for a member of this Cham-
ber. That is not as it should be. We are
prepared to allow those men fo enlist and
fight for the country, but are not prepared
to allow them a voice in the management of
the country for which they are prepared to
make the supreme sacrifice. 1 nofice the
Government have made provision for the
introduction of elevators and the bulk hand-
ling of wheat, and alse for working the lime
deposits on Lake Clifton and Capel. T think
the Government is to be commended. It is a
well known fact that the soils of Western
Ausiralia are wanting in certain chemieals,
and those deposits will kelp to supply those
chemicals. Whilst not wishing to diseourage
or to depreciate the merits of the lime de-
posits at Lake Clifton and Capel. [
wish to remind t{he Government that
there ure also deposits in other por-
tions of the State of equal, or per-
haps higher, valve, waiting to be worked
and placed at the disposal of the people, I
refer to the Dongara deposits, which have
been proved to be the richest in the State;
and what is more to their advantage it is
only neecessary to provide railway facilities
in order to plage those deposits on the land,
where they would be of so much advantage
to the farmer and the community gener-
ally., Another matter I am pleased to
see mentioned is the Re-pricing of
Lard Bill, particularly the provision made
for exemption to those farmers who have
selected within repurchased estates. I have
in my mind many repurchased estates on
which the farmers at the present time find
it impessible to pull through on acccunt of
the very high rate paid for their land.
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Those estates, it is generally understood,
were repurchased at a rather high figure,
and, naturally, the farmer has had to pay
a eorrespondingly high price, If some
measure of assistance ean be given to those
people—and there are amongst them some
of the best farmers in the State—they will
be enabled to make good. Another matler
mentioned is State insurance under the
Workers’ Compensation Aet. This is a
necessary measure. We know that every
employee is now entitled to some considera-
tion in the event of aceident, but it has
been found very often that workers have
experienced considerable difficolty in ob-
taining that eompensation to which their em-
ployment entitles them. If we insist on em-
ployers securing employvees, which we do by
virtue of the Workers’ Compensation Aect,
it i1 necessary to give that assistance to the
employer which would be possible under
a system of Siate insurance. Under existing
arrangements it has been found that the
money paid out in administrative costs in
insurance cases is very high. I understand
that 50 per cent. of the money paid out fo-
day is eaten up in the costs of administra-
tion, instead of being retained in the pockets
of the emplover, as it would be under a sys-
tem of State insurance under the Workers’
Comapensation Act. The Shearers’ Hut Ae-
commodation Act is also mentioned. An
amendment of this measure is very neces-
sary. Those who have had experience in
the administration of the Act will admit un-
donbtedly that it is inoperative and that
some amendment is necessary; and I am
pleased fo note that it has been included in
the Speech. I am pleased also to learn that
a start has been made with the Geraldton
jetty. This is a very necessary work and
one which will facilitate the export of pro-
duction from that very important distriet.
Mention has alse been made of additional
shipping faecilities for the North-West.
Whilst it is very necessary that we should
do all possible for the successful develop-
ment of the farming districts, it is also ne-
cessary to give other portions of the State
a fair deal. As the representative of a
province containing a large percentage of
farmers, I am not unmindful of the necessi-
ties of other portions of the State, and T
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am pleased indeed to see that the Govern-
ment have thought fit fo introduce this mat-
ter. I sineerely trust that when it comes
before the House the North-West portion
of the State, which contains one of the rich-
est assets of Western Australia, will get a
fair deal. Possibly no proposition which
has so far come before the public has re-
ceived more criticism than the Agrienltural
Bank and Industries Assistance Board.
At the same time no greater tribute
could be paid to the work of the Govern-
ment than was supplied by the electors in
the Northampton district, eomprising one of
the finest agricultural centres in Western
Australia, who, in no uncertain voice gave
their opinion during the last Central Pro-
vince election, 1 am pleased to know that
the Government intend te bring forward a
Re-Pricing of Commodities Bill. That is a
very necessary piece of legislation, which
appeals to every section of the community,
and which T may say is rather a personal
matter with me becanse I atiribute my pre-
gence in this Chamber to-day to a very greas
extent, at ony rate, fo the fact {hat
my opponent, during the last election, was
opposed to any measure of this deseription.
T said at the outset, Mr. President, that it
was not my intention fo speak at great
length, but there is one matter which ap-
peals fo me and which is mentioned in the
Speech, and that is the humane legislation
which has been brought forward by the Gov-
ernment. I refer to the maternity home,
the inebriate retreat, and the Wooroloo
Sanatorium.  Unfortunately, we have to
recognise (e neeessity for institutions of
this deseriptiog, and if we claim, at any
rate, to he reformers we should take care that
every consideration and praise is given to
the Government for bringing in a measure
of this deseription. So far as the other in-
stitutions are concerned they are certainly
beneficial; but Wooroloo stands out as a
monument to the eredit of the Government
and as such will always remain. T do not
wish to speak at greater length. I fully
appreciate the honour eonferred on me and
the privilege in heing allowed to move this
motion.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (North-East)
[4.13]: I second the motion pro forma.
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On motion by Hon. H. P. Colebaich de-
bate adjourned.

Houvse adjourned at 4.14 p.m.

Tegisiative HAssembly,
Thursday, 20th July, 1916.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.
The Legislative Assembly met at mnoon,
pursnant to proclamation by His Excellency
the Governor, which proclamation was read
by the Clerk Assistant (Mr, F. G. Steere).

MESSAGLE—OPENING BY COMMIS-
SIONER.

A Message from the Commissioner ap-
pointed by the Governor to do all things
necessary fov the apening of Parliament re-
gnested Lhe attendance of members of the
Legislative Assembly in the Legislative
Council Chamber; and hon. members having
accordingly proceeded to that Chamber and
heard the Commission read they returned to
the Assembly Chamber.

ELECTION RETURNS — WILLIAMS-
NARROGIN—ROEBOURYE.

The Speaker announced the return fo
writs issued for the eleetion of members for
Williams-Narrozin and Roebourne, showing
that Mr. Edward Bertram Johnston and Mr.

William James Butcher bad been duly elecled
for the respective electorates,

Mr. E. B. Johnston and Mr. Buteher (ook
and subscribed the oath and signed the roll.

OBITUARY—MRE. C. McDOWALL.

Mr. SPEAKER [12.10]: I desire to in-
forwm the Ionse that owing fo the dealh of
My, Charles MeDowall 1 have issued a writ
for the clection of a member Lo serve in this
Liowse fur the Coolgardie distriet.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan)—
Brownphill-1vanhoe [12.11]: I desire to move
without notice—

That this House pluces on  record ils
deep regrel of the death of Charles Mao-
Dowall, M.L.:L., aid tenders to lus fanily
is sanecerest sympathy in the loss they have
suxtained, and desires that the terms of this
resolittion be conomunicaled to the widow
and family of the lale gentlemun by the
Spealer,

May 1 briefiv say that all members were at-
tached lo Mr, Me¢Dowall, and that was evi-
denced by the fact that during successive
Govermuents, while he was a member of this
House, he occupied the position of deputy
Chairman of Committees, and did a great
deal of work while acting in that eapacity,
partienlarly during the last couple of years.
That he was devoted to his duties as a mem-
her everyvone will admil, and it will be con-
celled that he was always careful to attend to
the interests of his constitneney, withont
showing at any time a desire to gain any
benefit over other constituencies on the gold-
fields. Ilis death came as a shock to most of
us. I was not even aware that he was in
ill health, and the shock must have been a
great one to his widow and family, to whom
T am sure the sympathy of this-House goes.
Al u lafer staze another matter will be sub-
mitled for the consideration of lhon. mem-
bers in conneciion with the late member, but
at this stage I desire to move the motion
which I have read, which expresses our decp
regrel at Mr. MeDowall’s demise, and asks
the Speaker to convey the terms of the reso-
lution to the widow and family.

Hon. FRANK WILSON  (Sussex)
[12.147: T desire fo second the motion which
has been moved by the Premier, and fo say



