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every paragraph proposed by each Minister, sol | to he asked to consent to a Rill for con

presume there must be some diffevence of
opinion amongst the five Ministers. A hoard
of directors do not always agree upon details,
but they are supposed to agree generally, and &
majority on r.ny point of difference carries the
day. I presume that, in framing the Minis-
terial policy, the majority carry the point.

. 1894,

firming certnin expenditure which belongs to
I do not know what are the usages of an

* Assembly on matters of that kind, but I do

Mer. Rawpern: Those who do not agree .

should resign. T think.

Mr. FORREST: No; theyagree by majority.
As to paragraph 24, T hope the Government
will uge their best endeavours to provide n
water supply and sanitary nrrangements for
the larger towns. This is most necessary in
the City of Perth, for it is impossible that the
Municipal Council, with its present ineans,
can do all that is necossary in providing these
Inrge works, without the aid of the Govern-
ment. I hope we shall try to make the
metropolis of the colony as attractive ns we
can. Imconclusion, I congratulate the Govern-
ment on the position they occupy at present,
more especially the financial position; and
althongh my friend, the member for Albany,
says they will be turned out shortly, I hope
they will have a long reign, and that, having
the confidence of the conntry party, on this
side of the House, at amy rate, they will stop
there till the next election

Mnr. GEORGE: It was not my intention to
have made any remarks this evening, but as
the member for West Kimberley, who also
occupies the honorable position of Mayor of
Perth, has resumed his seat without answeving
any of the aspersions that have been ecast on
the City Council, I have thought it would not
be fitting if some member of that Council did
not take this opportunity of defending that
body For any action it mny have taken. Deal-
ing first with the Spoech of the Administrator,
it would be impolitic for 8o young a member ns
myself to attenpt $o lead this Assemhbly
through the mazes of these 26 parngraphs, and
thevefore I will try to touch briefly on a few
points that occur to me. Ona hon. member
has described theSpeech, in business parlance,
as a progress report. I am not willing to
brapd 1t with that pame, becanse I consider it
lacks what business men would require from
the heads of their official Departments—a
balance-sheet and figures, by which we may
be enabled to judge of the work of the Depart-
ments of the Government. We have no such
figures before us, to judge of what they
have done even during the recess. We are

know, that in the case of o business firm, such
a lack of knowledge in regard to excess
expenditure, and such a keeping hack of neces-
sary information, would have led to the sever-
est censure. Reference hns heen made to the
Agricaltural Bank. I represent a constituency
which formerly returned Mr, Paterson to this

Honge, and aithough at one election
I fought him nend ae fought me,
‘and we fought pretty hard, yet I

have the grentest respect for Mr. Paterson,
and, so far as honesty nnd ability are ccneern-
ed, I believe he will, ns manager of the
Agricultural Bank, use his best endeavours to
malke it i success. T hope he will be suceessfnl
in that important work., Omne hon. member
has said that fortune [avonrs the brave. Well,
if the good fortune which has befallen th:
Government implies that they possess courage,
then certainly they ought to be the most
courngeous men these colonies have produced,
for they certninly have had during the last
few years, the best tortune that aver g Ministry
conld expect. It has been said the revenue
has exceeded anything the Government ever
contemplated. I am pleased to find thatisso;
but the thing that causes me the greatest
anxiety is that I find the expenditure is also
going up by what are termed leaps and bounds,
and if noy reverse overtakes our present
prosperity, we shall find onrselves committed
to an cxpenditure which may be a very
incubus on the colony. Those whe control
the great spending departments require to
exercise the utmost care before they allow
expenditure to go on in a way I ghall oresently
refer to. We know that our railwayr are paying
now, and nothing shall fall from me to show
thot T should be sorry if the railways did pay,
I aan pleased to seo coming into Perth and Fre-
mantle large trains of produce from the
conantry districts, and I hope they will increase ; *
and if the Government can see their way to
give railway facilities in the struggling agri-
cultural parts, where I know that men are
carting produce 100 miles, the Government
will receive the greatest support I can give
them in providing railway facilities. But we
have had no retarns to show what the
railway trafic had been, and the amount
of expenditure ; and I venture to say the head
of any business firm who framed estimates,
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and fell into such errors as have heen dis-
closed in connection with & Government De-
partment would soon be required to trausfer
himself to a place where his abilities would
be better appreciated. As to the proposed
rewoval of the Fremantle workshops, [ quite
agree with it. Thei: present site is unsnitahle ;
it is too mnall; it is not a place where valu-
able wachwery should be placed; und, with
regard to ite wunt of space, probally o great
amount of the excessive expenditure, and the
terrible stale in which we find the rolling
stock of our railwuys, may be uccounted for
in that way, although I have no re.urns at
present to show it. I have no doubt it will be
possible for the Government to combat my
stutement that the rolling-stock is in bad
order, but T shull be prepared, if necessary,
to prove the truth of the statement 1 make.
I zee reference has been made to Mr. Allison
Smith, a8 an awtherity in regard to these
workshops. T do not know—perhaps the
Government will never say—from whom they
received information to make out that Mr.
Allison Smith is an aunthority on railway
workshops. I remewber very well when the
railway workshops at Neaporb, in Victoria,
were built, and Mr. Allison Smith laid himself
ypen to the criticism of all working engineers,
in consequence of the absolutely foolish
manner in which those workshops had been
laid out. It will be perhaps new to learn thut
in building those workshops at Newport, the
roof was so low Lthat there was not room for
the travelling crunes to pass with anything
like ease over the locomotives and other voll-
ing stock in the place. In fact, a considerable
amount of ill health waa caunsed among the
workmen in those shops. It was absurd for
the Government of this colony to yive fifty
guineas to Mr Allison Smith for an opinion
which is not worth the paper it was written
on—a gentleman who is discredited rnd
disgraced in the countries where he has been.
He has been discredited in New Zealund, and
ig almost discredited in Victoria, Bot some
one here has had the foolishness to bring this
properly discrediied man into this colony and
try to ram his report on the people here, in
regard to workshops. It is quite right that
the workshops should be removed from where
they are, but it is quite wrong that the re.
commendation of Mr Allison Smith shounld he
received with any favour by the Governmont
here, or by this House. Astohisrecommending
the removal to the Midland Junction, I should
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like to know whatl were the instractions given
to him by the Government on that subject. 1
do hope that the workshops cun be removed
to some suitable site nearer to Fremantle. T
de not thiok, I do not belicve, that it can be
gshown, with any amount ot fair reason, that
it is necessary to remove the workshops to the
Midland Junection. If the Government have
bought 260 acres of land at the Junction,
let the Government keep the land, and not
perpetrate n grenter mistake hy putting per-
haps £50,000 ¢n u spot which may not be
saitable,  The raw material landed at the
port will have to be conveyed a greater dis

tanee, in that case, and if we are to develop
the Collie coalfield, as Lhope we ahall,connot we
earry that conl jnst ns well to Fremantle as to
Guildford. 1 think this matter will require
reconsideration on the part of the Government
—thut is to suy if their action will be endorsed
by this House. I um dissappointed with the
Government policy, su far as disclosed in the
Specch, and I regret that no veference what-
ever hesbeen made to what, not only in my poor
opinion, but in the opinion of o great mum-
ber of persons in this colony, ie a lurning
question—that is the Education Question.
I think the Government must see that, from
the way in which publlic opinion iz turning
round. From the manner this question has
heen fought in therecent elections, it is mani-
fest that the Education Question is one of the
burning questions of the day; and I do hope
that, before this session closes, those who
think us I do, willsce this question settled once
for all. I had intended to refer more particu-
lurly to the public works and railways of this
colony ; but, as I have the honor to occupy a
seat on the Civil Service Cowumission, I feel
thatin some degree my lips are clesed. We
are now enquiring into the railways. After
that, if we ure permitted to live—if
the hon. member for the Gascoyne (Mr.
R. F. Sholl) allows ue to do so—
we shall enquire intn public works; and I do
not despair that we ghall be able to preseni a
report to this House which will certainly be
acceptable, and will require no apology from
me or any other member of the Commission
for our continued sitting. An incident in the
enquiry has oceuwrred within the last few days,
and it has been a rather unpleasant one. I do
not know whut has been the reply sent by His
Excellency the Administrator, but I can say
this much at present, that, cwing to the ecir-
cumstances which took place, it was necessary
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for us to abruptly close the examination, ond
to communieate with His Excellency in order
to find out what powers were conferred upon
us, I believe that, whoever was the cuuse
of the wistake, he regrots it very wuch, and T
wish it were possible for me to refer toit more
fully at this time. With regued to certain re-
marks made about the City Couneil, in this
debate, I regret that the Mayor of Perth (Mr.
A. Forrest) is not on this occasion eitting on
the same side of the House as myself. We
agree very much on mostmatters, when sitting
a8 members of the City Council, and T am
surprised that a gentleman of his intellect and
business powers has not seen fit to join me in
sitting on this side of the House. Much has
been made, in this debnte, of what is called
“an objectionable convenience” which ia be-
ing crected in Wellington-street. Perth. The
City Council needs very little defence from me.
They are a body of men to whom I am proud
to belong. I think their intelligence is
equal to almost any task that may be
placed upon them, und I am certnin they ore
quite able to deal with this “convenience.”
It may surprise hon. members of this House,
and also the poblic of Western Austiralia, to
know that thisobjectionnble, but very useful
struciure, has been put in the place in which
it mow is, hecause, in the judgment of the City
Council, that is the only suitable place in
which they can put it, until the hon, the
Commissioner of Railways and Director of
Public Works sees fit to reconsider his de-
cigion with regard to a mwnll triangular piece
of ground, which is said by the Commissioner
&0 be useful for railway purposes, but which the
EBugineer-in-Chief, the Engineer of Existing
Lines, the Eagineer for Construction, and the
General Traflic Manager say--with all respect
to the Commissioner of Railwaya—is not re-
quired for railwoy purposes. A few wecks
ngo, when I came down to my place of busi-
ness, 1 found on the site where this objection-
able, but very necessary, convenience is heing
erected, that materials for the building were
being deposited. I saw the City Surveyor,
whom we councillors highly vespect, and in
whom we believe, nnd T said to him, “ Surely
you are not going to build that affair there P”
He said he was. I said, * I understand you
“ were to communicate with the Commissioner
“of Railways, to eee whether he would
“ give yon the small triapgular cormer
“of the street.” The Surveyor replied that
he made out u paan, and saw the Com-
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missioner of Railwaye about it, and was
told by him that the piece of land was wanted
for railway purposes, and that the City Coun-
cil could not have it. Well, T felt so strongly
on the point that 1 determined to see the Com-
missioner of Railwnye myself, hoping that pos-
sibly he might yecild to my entreaties. I
knew I had mo power to force him to
do so, but I thought I might per-
suade him, for it wnos not Nahoth’s
vineyard that the City Council wanted, but »
piece of public land that wos required for a
public convenience. Yet, although I went
twice to see the Commissioner, I found him so _
guarded that it was impossible for me to see
him. In my despair, I called on eertain
officers of the Department, whom I have al-
rendy  mentioned, and their answer in
cach case was that the small triangninr
piece of ground could not fill any railway
purpose. However, as I could not sce the
Coommissiorer in person, I interviewed him
through the telephone, and the hon. gentle-
man will hear me out that, having explained
the matter to him, he told me had really oo
power, Lut perhups he could offer no objection,
that perhaps after all the place where the
building wna being erected might be the best
place for it. And, asto the trinngular piece of
ground, ho said he had made hiz decision, and
could not alter it. That is the history of tha
much sbused, hut what 1 am afraid will be
the much unsed, convenience near the railway
station in Perth.

Mg. Piesse: Ts the hon, member in order
in referring to the City Council ? Thereis no
reference to this matter in the Admiuistra-
tor s Speech.

Tue SPEAKER : It was usual to allow
some latitude in the debete on the Address-in-
Roply-

Mr. GEORGE : I should be sorry, through
my ignorance of the rules of this Assembly, to
be out of order, aud nothung is forther from
my wish than to impose the City Council’s
affairs on this Assembly ; but us the City
Coungil has heen nttacked, I felt I shonuld be
wanting in loyalty to those municipal col-
leagues with whow I am proud to sit, if Idid
not defend them, and the Ciby Conncil has not
received from the Commissioner of Railways
that consideration which its position entitles
it to. As to tha Collie conlfield, the codl hns
been tried in the workshops of my firm,
apd we have fonnd it rmswer our pure
poses very well  With regard to the
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making of a milway to the coalficld,
that gquestion will be debated in due

course; but at present I am glad to bear my
testimony to the faet thot the Collic coal has
been tried nnd not been found wanting. 1
cannot resume my seal without expressing
my pride that I find myself in a colony
which is begipning to move; and I think the
gentlemen who form this Assembly should feel
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manner they are, and that they are returning
such a fair revenuc to the country, I may
say I took some part in the work of the Com-
wmisgion that considered those public works,

, und it is a source of sntisfaction to we, and to

justly proud that they are sowme of the leaders -

who are ussisting this colony to goon. Five

years ago Western Australia stood at the
threshold of the nations and timidly knocked
To-day her doors ure thrown wide open to the
world, and she welcomes those adventurous

spirits to whow their own land has fora time °
denied a footing nnd driven withiu onr shores. -

Our goldficlds have attracted, and are still
attracting, these men ; nnd we are proud thut
the recent discoveries prove almost without o

doubt the permanence of the fields. I believe

that we have yet to vcealise the full benefits
resuliing from this influx of population, and

Western Australin is to.day sbowing to the

world the one bright spot in the cloud of dark

depression which hus fallen upon her neigh-
bours, the Eastern Colonies—a depression
which we sincerely wnd fervently hope hus .
begun to mend, and ere long may entirely

clear awny, Meanwhile, we heartily welcome
those who come to our shores, and recoguise
that out of them we may fairly expect a lurge
proportion to remain amongst us, and become,
in fact and in name, troe and loyal citizens of
this fair colony of Western Australia,

Mp. HOOLEY: 1 must congratulate the
Gouvernment on the bill of fnre which they have
Inid before hon. members. T think they have a

satisfactory tale to tell, though they donot |

deserve all the credit, because cirenmsiances
have forced it upen them.
refer to a few of the items in the Governor’s
Specch. With regurd to thefederstion of the

I wounld like to -

colonies referred to in paragraph 4, it ap- .

peurs to me not to suit this colony at present,
although it may in time to come. It is well
known that nearly everything we use bas to be

imported from the other colonies, and that we |

send very little of anything away. It would,
I think, be o very one-sided bargain to feder-
ate with the other colomies.  'With re-
gard to public works I think the Speech
is very satisfactory, mnof obnly to hon.
memwhers, but to the people of the col-
ony. It is o source of satisFaction to know
the public werks are carried on im the

others, to know that they are being constructed
as they are, so well within the estimates.
Referring to the harbour works at Fremantle,
I sincerely hope the powers that be will see
their way to cxtend the North Molea consider-
able distanco beyond what is contewnplated ot
the present time, 50 as to form o safe an-
chorage during such weather as we have been
having of late. I consider that in doing this
the money will be very well spent. With
regard to the railway line to the Coolgardie
goldfields, I have not luny since returned from
thut locality, and am very glad indeed thot
the line has been let well below the estimate,
and I hope, in consequence, the Governmmentin
tbeir wisdom will see the desirability of ex-
tending it to Hannan's, if not heyond it,
for they must havae a considerable amount of
money in hand, [ hope the Government will
do this at the earliest possible moment, ho-
cause the opening up of the fields will ussist,
not only the goldfields, but the colony gener-
ally. With regard to the Agricultural Bank, I
way say, atthetime this Bill was pussed, 1 had
not the honor of being a mewber in this House,
or-clse I should have had somathing Lo say
against it. T have no faith in it, although

1 have ihe greatest possible faith in
the gentlemsan who has been sppointed
monnger, He is u capable gentleman

in every way, and will cerfainly do his
best, as will also the overnment, but I am
afroid their very best will be very bad., T am
afraid that when they want to call in money
they will find it is not fortheoming, A thing of
this kicd is not good enough for the Govern-
ment if no private individual is willing to take
it up; and [ venture to think that no financial
institution would lend money upon the same
sccurity as the Agricultural Bank holds.
With regurd to the Northern Districts, T con-
sider the Governwent have done their best to
open up the stock routes. They did wisely in
opening up the roube over three or four hun-
dred miles of the driest districts by spending a
few hundred pounds. Tt wns alimost impos-
sible to get the stock to market, and [ consider

" the Government have met the watter very

fairly. I sce paragraph 15 refers to the run-
ning of truins on the Midland railway. I can

, guite endorse the rawarks of the hon, member
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for West Kimberley. I believe four traius a
week 1o be far in excess of the requirements,
wnd [ should like to see the number reduced
to three trnins ench week, np one day uwnd
down the next. [ am sutisfied that trains on

three days o week would be equul to
the requircments for the next twelve
months, and that would certainly case

the funds of the company, and they are
net  overburdened with funds. I am
satisfied from my knowledge and expericnce
of the country, and the trade of that district,
that three traing each way wounld be sufticient,
and I hope the Government will take this
mafter in hand, and assist the Company. I
do not like to sce people pressed, and I think
it would press them to huve to run fuur trains,
each way, per week. T sec by paragraph 19 that
the Government propose to reduce the tarifl
on sundry axticles. Though the articles are not
specified, I suppose the reductions will be
upon articles that cunnot be produced in the
coiony, such as lea, sugar, coffee, &ec., and I do
thwk they ought to include tinned wmeats, for
these form a counsiderable item on the gold-
ficlds. Even the tine when emptied are of
great  service, I suw people collecting
thew and mnking u revenue by burning them
down for the solder. I even saw in one case,
nt the Londonderry. a house that had been
built with these tins; but, apart from the
usc of the ting, I thiok it wise to put
tinned weats on the free lis, or at any
rute to considerably reduce the amonunt of
duty on them. It is sad that the people
will not wse tinned ment if they can geb
fresh, and therc is just now a great outery
with regurd to the meat question. I am quito
sure that these who are talking about fhe
Stock Tux, snd ity rewmission, do not see its true
beuring. They say the Stock Tax is heavy
upon them., I ask hon members whut the
Stock Tax has to do with it? The butchers go
into the sale yards and purchase cattle atsuch
prices as they value them at. ‘They do oot
@o to the owners, or shippers, and ask how
much per head it has cost to rear or land the
cattle ; they go therve, and know how much per
head they are going o give either for bullocks
or sheep. The Stock Tax, instead of pressing
npon the consumer, presses upon the shipper of
cattle, the people in the other colonies. We do
not want to get money out of our own people,
but from the peoplein the other colonies, and
it is a wistuke to imagine it presses upon the
consuwmer, If sbeamers could be procured in
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larger numbers to bring cattle andsheep from
thbe other colonies, it might be cheaper then
to the comsumer it the market were over-
stocked, for then, instead of selling nt £10 or
£12 per head, they would have to take what
It is all very well tocry out
sbout the Stock Tax pressing hard upon the
econsumer, but it must be borne in wind by
hon. members that the squatters in this col-
ony are not wmaking salt for their porridge,
The only thing they can rely upon is heef or

| mutton, provided they get sensons sulliciently

good to produce it, for wool scarcely pays the
expenses of sending it home. The fact is, in
their food, und clothing, boots, fencing and
everything they wuse, the squatters are
taxed, nnd they surely ought to be prolected
to sowe slight extent. Hon. members must
admit that the argument for remitting the
Stocl Tux, is & very oune-sided one. I do not
think there is wuch morve that I need to
dwell upon in connection withthe Governor’s
Speech. I think on the whole the Government
ara to be congratulnted upon it. There is
just one remark I would like to make in
reply to the hon. member who complaized
of the Government wmporting atone;
if thut hon. member lived aut Fremantle, he
wonld sec o very large building going up there
for u private owner, not of stone, but of bricl,
every brick of which, wes imported from the
other colonies. Why then blame the Govern-
ment ?

Mgr. Janmss:
example.

Mg, HOOL®Y : As 1 said before, the
Government wre to be congratulated on the hill
of Fure they have presented to us, and [ juin in
that congratulation.

Mu. HASSELL: T movethat the debate be
adjourted until the next sitting of the House.

Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMEN'T.

The House adjourned at 10°45 p.m. uptil

430 p.w. next day.

‘They should not fellow a bad



