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carried out there different wheats have
been evolved that have proved to be suit-
able for growing in the drier distriets. I
would strongly support any proposal to
establish an experimental farm at Gibson's
Soak and I certainly think that the light
land areas, with their adequate rainfall,
would, if properly developed, prove of great
assistance to the State in the long run.

The only other matter I desire to refer
to is to suggest the establishment of a home
on the Goldficlds or at Esperance for
turned-down miners. Mention has been
made on various oceasions of the number
of miners on the fields who suffer from the
dread industrial diseases, many of the more
elderly men having contracted advaneced
silicosis or tuberculosis. = Under existing
conditions lthey end their days at Woore-
loo. Many of them might not have reached
that stage had they submitted themselves
to treatment earlier, bui the fact remains
that many of them are in that condition.
If a home for their acecommodation were
established at Esperance, their dependants
would be able to establish themselves in the
vieinity and be in toueh with the sufferers,
That would not be possible if the men
were sent to the sanatorium at Woorolow.

As a matter of faet, when men are told
they must go to Wooroloo, it is like signing
their death warrants. There are many pen-
sioners who have worked in the goldfields
areas for many years and have heen fortu-
nate enough not to comiract silicosis or
taberculosis. They have had to give up
working and the only place where they can
go is the 0ld Men's Home, but they do not
relish that prospect. Many of them have
little homes on various leases, but latterly
seme of those leases have heen taken over
by companies and the men have been noti-
fied that they must vacate their humpies.
The Government should evolve some scheme
whereby premises containing one or two
rooms could be erected at Coolgardie,
Boulder, or Kalgoorlie for the accommo-
dation of these men who would then be far
happier than if forced to go to the Old
Men’s Home. T support the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Central) [512]:
I desire to associate myself with other
members in congratulating you, Mr. Presi-
dent, upon your election to the Chair, and
I inke this opportunity to thank you for

[COUNCIL.]

vour courtesy and assistance {0 me as a
new member last year. I can assure you
that your kindness was appreciated. I also
desire to congratulate Sir Charles Latham
and Sir Frank Gibson on the honours the
King has seen fit to eonfer on them. Last
session when I spoke on the Address-in-
reply, 1T was the youngest member of this
House in both age and service. Now, when
about 12 months have elapsed, there is one
member younger than I am in age and
four younger in service. Times are chang-
ing, and I am beginning to regard myself
as one of the old members.

Hon. G. Fraser: Do not get grey-haired!
Hon.'L. A. LOGAN: Not quite.

Hon, W. R. Hall: You c¢an look forward
to a pension!

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: With regard to
wheat matters, this has been the subject
0of much . controversy and there are manv
points that members are possibly not fully
aequainted with. We have been fold by

- g member of another place of the wonder-

ful advantages we would derive under the
International Wheat Agreement, If we study
the iniquitous agreement that was signed
on behalf of the wheatgrowers, without their
discussing it or piving it any consideration
at all, by Mr. MeCarthy, acting for the
Commonwealth Minister for Commeree, we
mnst come to the conclusion that they have
been trying to sell us a pup. In the first
place, the oversea export price for whent
when the agreement was signed was 20s.
6d. a bushel, whereas under the agreement
the price to the growers was reduced to 12s.
6d. a bushel. This price was based on Lzke
ports charges and freight from Aunstralian
ports to the Canadian Lake ports iz 10d.
per bushel. The price was based on that
for Manitoba No, 1, and as there is a dif-
ference of 4d. a bushel between that and
Australian f.a.q. wheat, that leaves our price
at from 12s. 6d. to 11s, 4d per bushel, with
the export price at 20s. 6d. That is how
much we were to gain from that wonderful
agreement,

I do not object to the International Wheat
Agreement on prineciple, but we bhad it
thrown at us. It was even signed on onr
behalf without its having been referred to
us, and that I think is wrong. Argentina
refused to enfer into the agreement at any
stage of the game and sold all her wheat
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at 30s, 6d. per bushel. America, which had
just lately ratified the agreement but had
not actually entered into it, had nothing
much to lose. At that time she was sell-
ing her wheat at 14s. 6d. a bushel, the
reason being that she had to lend her dol-
lars to the various countries before they
could buy her wheat. Naturally, America
had to discount the price of her wheat in
order to enable such countries to buy it.
But that was not the case with Australia,
which was selling her wheat on the sterling
market. She could scll all her wheat with-
out any trouble whatever.

The worst feature of the international
agreement was the faet that, although the
price was fixed for one year, it was sub-
jeet to a huge discount, year by year, for
five years, without taking into account the
cost of producing the wheat or the cost
of the various commodities which the farmer
had to buy from the countries that were
importing our wheat. Had those countries
to which we were exporting our wheat
agreed to reduce the price of cornsacks and
woolpacks and other requirements to a
figure comparable with the cost of the pro-
duction of our wheat, and reduced their
prices year by year in the same way u
it was proposed to reduce the price of our
wheat, a more equitable basis might bave
been arrived at. Fancy a manufacturer
sending his sales manager oversea to sell
furniture and saying to him, “You can sell
this at our price; never mind what we have
to pay for the materials we have to buy in
return.” How ridiculous! There would he
no business done. At the present time, a
few farmers in this State have agreed fo
enter into the Commonwealth pool. 1 am
positively certain that the large majority
of those farmers do not realise what they
are voting for.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They have business
aenmen.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: They have not, not
by a long way.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Why did you not
draw up a case for them?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: When we realise
that, on last year’s pool alone, the farmers
of this State—taking them as a separate
entity—subsidised the KEastern States to
the extent of £750 per farm, it will he
realised what they have been losing. And

f
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that js only on one pool! To give Mr. Pol-
lard the right to sell our wheat when and
where he likes is not a business proposition
to me. Far from it! A wheatgrower takes
at least 18 months to produce his crop.
During that time he is laying out his capital.
He has to fallow, buy super, keep his seed
wheat back, and obtain his supplies of kero-
sene, benzine and oil. Then he is asked to
turn round and say, “Mr. Pollard, here is
our wheat. Do what you like with it.” Do
members call that good business? I do mot.
In another place it was said that £1 per
bushel for wheat was a ridiculous price. In
my opinion, that was a ridiculous statement
to make, Did the person making it take into
aceoun’ the fact that the cost of everything
the farmer uses has increased, the eosi of
harvesters, tractors, ploughs and so on? It
was a ridiculous statement to make!

Hon. Sir' Charles Latham: Do not forget
the bal seasons and the low prices which
the farmers had to suffer,

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I quite realise all
that. It takes at least five good seasons
to put a man on his feet after one bad
season, but it takes only another bad season
to put him in the “bluc” again, T am very
mueh afraid that farmers are now relying
on thegyalue of their wool as compared with
the \'3!0 of their wheat. Fortunately, the
wool market is good and looks like holding
its own; but, I repeat, wool, in conjunction
with wheat, is keeping the farmer on top.
Much eritieism has been levelled at the
policy of this Government in permitting
Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. to take
the poll of the wheatgrowers. What could
be more democratic? Co-operative Bulk
Handling is owned and controlled by the
growers themselves.  What objeetion ean
there be to asking the growers to eontrol
their own ballot? None at all. I believe
Mr. Gray said that we could not have a
State pool. I should like to remind him
that previous to the war we did have a
voluntary wheat pool in this State, and a
very good pool it was.

Why cannot we have a State pool when
wa were able to run a voluatary pool sue-
cessfully and satisfactorily? I think many
farmers, perhaps—and members also—for-
get the original purpose of the Asct we
already have on our statute bock. Members
will no doubt recall that last year it was at
one time thought likely that the Comamon-
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wealth would abandon control of wheat
under the Defence (Transitional Powers)

Act, and it was therefore essenfial that an

Act be placed on our statute book to pre-
vent the wheatgrower from being foreed on
to the open market to deal with the wheat
merchant. Yet we are being accused of try-
ing to do that very thing! The Aot was
placed on the statute book for that purpose
only, with a view, as I said, to preventing
the grower from heing thrown back on the
open market and foreed to accept whatever
price he might be able to get. It is very
unfair, and many of the farmers do not
realise the truth. Unfortunately, it is not
always possible to make a farmer appreci-
ate all these points. So much for wheat.

While on the subject of agriculture, I
wotld ask the Honorary Minister to give
consideration to extending the braneh of his
department dealing with soil erosion. I
know that soil erosion is a most diffirnlt pro-
blem und that the men working on it are
doing an cxeellent job. This is a big State
and the problem is a huge one. The men
at present encaged on it, however, have no
hope of grappling with it suceessfully.
Would it nod- be possible to bring experts
from overser to help us ont? It may cost
the State something, but we shall _be well
repaidl,  As the Minister said, “. unfor-
tunately started 20 years too late; but, hav-
ing lost the 20 vears, it is high time we got
on with the jeb and dig not lose any more
time.

There 1s o big area to eope with over
which erosion has Lieen ecansed by both wind
and water in the past, and it will take man
years to build up that land again. Th
farmer himself must do his share, but he
must have expert advice, Today a farmer
must be able to do pretty well anything.
He has to be a seientist and a businessman
and, in some cases, a super optimist. He
has not time to do all the work that is
neeessary and at the same time cope with
the problems which U have mentioned. 1t is
for that reason I snggest that advisers
should be sent to the distriets affected to
work out the problem and advise the
farmers. Tt would then be up to {he farm-
ers to do the rest. I hope the Honorary
Minister will endeavour +to enlarge the
branch of his department dealing with this
matter, I can assure him that to do so will
pay in the long run.

(COUNCIL.]

The Honorary Minister: I am not the
Treasurer, you know,

Hon, L. A, LOGAN: Unfortunately, the
Honorary Minister is not,

The Honorary Minister: I wish I were.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: If you were,
you would not be in this Chamber and we
would be deprived of the pleasure of your
company,

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Another problem
which vitally affects this State must be given
attention, Mr. Pollard recently said that
the farmers did not despise the rabbit as
they used to, However, the rabbit problem
is one that must be tackled and it is impos-
sible for the farmer to do all the work
himself. It must be made a national mat-
ter. Another subjeet to which I think the
(tovernment might direct attention, if it has
not already done so, is the Tourist Bureau.
I do not know whether my information is
correct, but I understand something has
already been done in this connection. How-
¢ver, I consider it necessary that at each
of the centres—Geraldton, Albany, Bun-
bury, Busselton and Kalgooriie—the Gov-
ernment should co-ordinate the efforts of
the eommittees working in those towns.
There is nothing I know of in this State
that we could more advantageously spend
a few pounds on, as we may reap a harvest
of millions in return. There are millions
of pounds throughout the world ready to
he spent by tourists and if our various
organisations in the towns I have mentioned
were given a little assistance, the Govern-
ment would be doing something on the right
lines.

Hon. . Bennetts: In many parts of the
Eastern States the people do not know we
exist here.

Hon. L. A, LOGAN: That is so. As I
said, the efforts of the various organisa-
tions should bhe co-ordinated and they
should be controlled from a central office,
subsidised by the Government. I am not
a believer in government eontrol, and I do
not favour government departments unless
they pay their way, but this is one organi-
sation that could be made fo pay ifs way
handsomely. The organisation at Gerald-
ton has done mueh to put that town on the
map, It is a very good town. The Abrolhos
Islands are one of the main attraetions of
the district at the present time. They are
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completely booked out for a considerable
perivd to come. I do not think we have
anything to worry abont so far as tourist
attractions in the State are concerned. We
could sell this State to anybody in the
world.

Bon. W. J. Mann: Is not accommodation
the great trouble?

ITon. L. A. LOGAN: That is a diffieulty
in any country. Australia is not peculiar
in that respect. However, it is a difficulty
which must be overcome and the sooner
the better. Mueh has been said about our
water supplies, but I shall deal with the
subjeet from a different angle. We know
that today the policy of the Commonwealth
tovernment is to arrange for 70,000 rmmi-
granis to enter Australia per year, uniil
we reach a total of 20,000,000. I should
like to know what will happen if no provi-
sion is made for water supplies and we
have these 20,000,000 immigrants, even if
they are not all to be here for 40 years
hence, We cannof supply sufficient water for
the few people already here. We shall have
to place these immigrants in the eities and
on the seaside, where perhaps they might be
compelled to drink salt water, or something
elso. I, however, we are intending to place
them in the hinterland, where they will be
needed, then the sooner we start planning
water supplies for them the better.

Tn Geraldton this year we will not get
a drop of rainwater in the dams. All our
water will be supplied from bhores. In my
. opinion, although the situation at present
is an exeellent one, I point out that the
ground is so porous that if takes a fall
of foar to five inches of rainwater before
anv flow starts to ran into the dam, If
at Jeast 30 acres of the surface weve bitn-
tninised, I think that would eertainly help
the position. However, as T said, to place
20,000,000 people ir this couniry at the
rate of 70,/00 per annum, is wrong onless
something is done to provide adequate
water supplies. Thal is only a businesslike
proposifion.

The Honorary Minister: You dre a super
optimisi, all right.

Hon. T.. A, LOGAN: As I said a little
while azo, a farmer has to be o super op-
timist. I desire to touch on a point whiech
was mentioned by Mr., Heenan. T refer
to air fravel. Under the new redistribu-
tion of seats, my distriet will be ent down;
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all of it in the Murchison district will be
included in the distriets of the three Kal-
goorlie members. They have my sympathy,
Up to the present time, I must admit T have
not even gone as far as Wiluna. But had
air travel been available, I would bave been
there. The time has come when considera- -
tion must be given to the matter of air
travel for members representing the out-
back areas. Last night and today it took
me 26 hours to come {rom Geraldton to
Perth. I could have got here in two hours

by piane, and been saved a lot of diseom-

fort. That brings me back to the subjeet
of trains. I make a plea to members to

- give the Minister for Railways some con-

sideration and assistance in trying to solve
the problem of rail transport. He has a
hard job. We were five hours late into
Perth this morning. Up our way there is
& line, 34 miles long, and the schedule
time is three hours, yet that train runs
four bours late,

Hon. (. Bennetts:
bours late today.

We arrived four

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Yes, but that was on
a 400 wile trip. T am speuking of a matter
of 34 nules. Many people blame the en-
gines.  This morning our irouble was due
to the engine, but on many occasions it is
not tke engine, and we have to look ftur-
ther afield to find the fautt. Most workers
are genuine in their desire to see the rail-
ways return to a deeent standard and give
serviez fto the publie, but uvnfortunately
there are one or two who do not care, and
they are the ones we have to weed out in
order to make the railways efticient. Under
tlie old system when a train crew took out
an engine they looked after it and took a
pride in it. Every time the truin stoppad
they polished if, and if anything went
wrong with the engine they took it to the
shed and had it fixed. Under the pooling
system today, if anything goes wreng it is,
in mrny instanees, not ¢ven reported, and
s0 it govs on, I we went baek to the old
system we would find that the engines
would be in a much better condition than
they nre today.

Hon. E. M. Davies: It is many years
since that applied.

Hon. T.. A. LOGAN : Yes, but if we talk
to the old drivers we find that they think
that the change to the pooling system was
one of tho biggest mistakes ever made.
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There was a certain amount of economy
attached fo it, but that economy has gone
to the wrong side of the ledger. Hostels
have heen mentioned. I think it is time a
hostel was built at Geraldton for the bene-
‘fit of our high school ehiidren. We have
an excellenl high school, but the children
from outside cannot ge: accommodation to
take advanfage of it. That is wrong.

Hon. G. DBennetts: You have let nine
buildings go from there to Kalgoorlie.

Hon. L. A, LOGAN: Private enterprise
has endeavoured to provide a hostel, but un-
fortunately neither land nor buildings have
been available, and when private enterprise
fails, it is time for the (Government to take
a hand. I hope the Minister will try to
induce Cabinet to do something so that
the high school can function as it should.
I am going to touch 2 little on the gold-
mining indusiry because a fair slice of gold-
mining country is included in the area I
represent. 1, as well as the members from
Kalgoorlie, know the disadvantages that
face the industry today.

I was surprised to hear Mr. Heenan say
that Mr. Chifley was not quite as heart-
breaking to the goldfielders as most people
made out. I am afraid that since he spoke,
he must have changed his opinion, because
if ever there was a statement made that was
a disappointment to the goldminers, that
was. It contained no suggestion of making
any provision to help the goldminers in any
way. The hon. member did not even know
how many people there were in Kalgoorlie
—he was not within 10,000 of the num-
ber! That is how much he knows of the
position. I would like to consider the gold-
miner on somewhat the same fooling as the
wheat farmer. We have been pegged down
to the price of 6s. 3d. for wheat for home
consumption, irrespective of whether our
costs have risen or not. The goldminer has
his price fixed irrespective of his costs of
production.

Hon. G. Bennetts: You are going to add
to the burden by way of increased freights.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: We will all have {o
saffer those increnses. We should have had
them in the past. Had we done so we would
not have had them today, and the railways
would probably have been in a much beiter
position, That is blame that the previous
Administration must take. In prineiple, I
do not like rises in freights, but they just

(COUNCIL.}

cannot be helped. If America or the powers.
that-be could be induced to see the fallaej
of holding gold where it is—it can be sold
for £36 an ounce outside—so that a certair
amount was allowed on the open market,
probably America wonld raise her price.

Hon. G. Bennetts: You might flood the
country with it.

Hon, I. A, JOGAN: I do not think so
Unless some miracle happens to reduce the
cost of producing gold, the only answer is
to raise the price. I hope that it will not
be too long before we can reduce the costs
of production of everything, and, econ-
sequently, the cost of living. Unfortunately,
I cannot see that state of affairs at present.
There is not much more that I can say, but I
thank Mr. Bennetts for the remark he made
when speaking to the motion, when he said
he had come to the eonciusion that the con-
trol of secondhand timber should have been
abolished last year, when I tried my best to
have it cut out. I am glad my efforts were
not altogether in vain.  Although I was
beaten at the time, it gives me some little
pride to realise that what I said in the first
place was not wrong. I thank the hon,
member for his remark.

There is one other small point I would
like to make in regard to the railways. I
understand that in the past a board was set
up to deal with suggestions made by the men
working 1n the railways, who should and do
understand the conditions. Unfortunately—
and this might hurt some people, but 1
must say it—foo often those suggestions
were sent on to the men higher up, and then
passed out for the time being. Later they
were brought back under a different deserip-
tion and claimed by the men up ahove. I am
not very far wrong when I say that, because
T have information to support me.

Hon. G. Bennetts: You are pretty well
correct.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Some monetary
prize should be given to the man who makes
the best suggestion each month, and the re-
sult published in the railway monthly
magazine, If that were done, every one
would know who wag the anthor of the sug-
gestion, and when it got up above, they
could not counteract it. TIn the past, up to
£30 has been paid for suggestions that would
improve the working of the railways. I sug-
gest that a similar prize be given monthly,
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and reference to the winner printed in the
‘railway magazine,

Hon. G. Bennetts: Some of the heads
would nof confer with the men,

Hon, L. A. LOGAN: I know, If the men
knew that their suggestions would be con-
sidered in the right quarter, they wounld be
forthcoming agein, I intend to approach
the Minister on the subject and I hope
something will eome of it. I support the
motion,

On motion by Heon. C. H. Simpson, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—PRICES CONTROL.
First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. G. B. Wood—East)
[5.42] in moving the second reading said:
It was not my intention, until this after-
noon, to introduce the Bill, but owing to
the congestion on the notice paper and the
many Bills which will be taken after
the Address-in-reply debate is conclnded,
and also with a view to giving members
an opportunity to consider the measure, I
decided to do so today. There will there-
fore he no rush in giving it the considera-
tion it deserves.

The Bill provides for {he <¢onirol of
prices to pass from the Commonwealth to
the State. In order to examine the pos-
sibilities of State prices control and the
decontrol of prices, it was necessary to
review briefly the need for the eénactment
of the original prices control regulations,
which were prescribed by the Common-
wenlth. DPrice control legislation was en-
acted as one of the measures for control-
ling inflation, which usvally follows a war
or preparation for a war. Accordingly, I
propose to trace briefly the cuuse of in-
flation in Awstralia, and then to examine
the steps taken by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to alleviate the difficulties which
were created by war-caused inflation.

There are two main eauses of inflation—
shortage of goods and over-supply of money.
The two, of course, go hand in hand. Dur-
ing a war, consumer goods ure in short
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supply because their manufaeture iz pro-
hibited, or the goods manufactured are di-
verted by governmental regulations for war
purposes, so that few or none is available
to the public. Accordingly they become
searce and desirable, and, nevessarily, ex-
pensive. The Commonwealth Government
followed the usual procedure—and rightly
su, too—of prohibiting the manufacture of
luxury goods. It also diverted essential
commodities to war purposes and pro-
hibited the usec of vital raw materials for
unessential services, and limited their use
in essentinl consumer goods. The over-
supply of money was created to increase
the Clovernment’s spending power and to
indrease internal industrial aetivity.

The total expansion of credit which took
place during the war years exceeded
£140,000,000, and inelzded a substantial in-
crease in the note issue and Treasory bills,
followed by an increase in deposits by the
pnblic in the trading and bther banks and
8 rteduction in the cutstanding hire por-
chase hook debts. The upward inflationary
pressure was aided by inflation in otber
countries and a big priee rise in the prim-
ary products which Australia sells for ex-
port. Insofar as exportable primary pro-
ducts are concerned, the home price is deter-
mined largely by oversea prices, and the
income so obtained is split up into wages,
rent. interest, taxation and profit {or re-
ward) for the farmer’s personal exertion.
The prices for internal consumption are
generally fixed by the export prices. That
applies to most things, but in Awustralia
it did not apply to wheat. That is the
cause of the argument taking place at the
present time. I believe that the wheat-
growers were asked to carry too great a
burden in the subsidising for internal con-
sumption. Particularly is this so with re-
gard to bread.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: That applied
to other things, such as eggs, bacon and the
like:,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes. The price of goods
manufactured and sold locally contains the
same elements, namely, wages, renf, inter-
est, taxation and profit. The taxation effect
is difficult to ascertain with any degree of
accuracy because it is interwoven by in-
dircct taxation into ecosts in every direc-



